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SOVEREIGN GREAT PRIORY OF CANADA.

The Third Annnal Assembly of the | freely. The Sovereign Great Priory

Sovereign Great Priory Knights Tem-
plar of Canada, took place in the
Magonie Hall, Windsor, on 18th July.

In our last issue we give the Allo-
oution of M. E. 8ir Knight Wm.
3. B. MoLeod Moors, G. C. T.,
Supreme Grand Master, in fall, as
we consider it a valuable document
in the present stute of Templarism
in the Dominion. The Allocution
was referred to the Grand Council,
which rey «ted as follows:—

Frarres,—The Sovereign Great
Priory of Canada is an acknowledged
lawiul independent governing body,
which olaims to its fallest extent its
title as “Sovereign,” end as such, the
action taken respecting the Scottish
Encampments in New Brunawick, is
only what its high position fally
justifies.

This (Jouncil, therefore, heartily ap.-
proves of the remarks of the Supreme
Grand Master, “That the conrse pur-
snéd by the Sovereign Great Priory
has been the wisest.” It mustbe ex-
peoted, however, that any course of
action, even when adopted after ma-
ture deliberation, will not mest, be-
yond the Dominion of Oanada, with
unanimous approval.” The doctrine
of exclusive jurisdiction whioh is ac-
eopted by all governing Masonic
bodies o this continent, must, if
goted on at all, be acted on fully and

acoepts that doctrine in its anrestricte
ed sense The Grand Council are,.
however, inclinod to believe that sec-
tional feelings and prejudices exist,
which having previously disturbed.
the Templar harmony in New Brans-
wick, were at the outset an hindrance:
to the Great Priory carrying out
amioably its objects in that Province,
and continue to prevent that kindly
adjustment of differences which tha
Severeign Great Priory would ap-
proach in & proper spirit. The Grand.
Council believe that the time will soon
arrive when on all sides will be hailed.
with kindly emotions, the silver lining
which is undonbtedly behind the pre.
sent cloud.

The history of the Templar Order,
so far as relates to its connection
with Freemasonry, is admitted as be-
ing shrouded with such nncertsinty,
that even the best historians on the
subject, and among whom may be
well reckoned our Supreme Grand
Master, foel compelled to vear a sup-
erstructure, pleasing no doubt, bat’
not able to bear strict historic tests.
Buat our Supreme Grand Master has
shown such diligent and profound re-
gearch, that he has removed from the
history of our Order many of the
doubts which bhave enshrouded it.
As Templars it is wiser for us to de-
pend on our own actions for what we
profess te be, than merely live on the
renown of our predecessors, heighten-
ed by traditional coloring.
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The issue of the new edition of the
‘Btatutes of the Order has been ac-
«cepted with pleasure, and have proved
-of very great advantage to the Tem-
plars. The praice accorded to the
Grand Chancel'or is fully deserved.
The Council are much gratified that
the Grand Master H, R. H. the Prince
of Wales, has conferred on Frater
Spry the distinguished order of ‘¢ The
Grand Cross of the Temple.” He is
well worthy of that honor, and the
Canadian Templars fully appreciate
the compliment paid to the Domin-
ion. Long may Frater Spry live to
wear the order.

"The Supreme Grand Master has
well called the attention of the Sov-
oreign Great Priory to the duties of the
Provincial Priors. The Grand Coun-
ojl, however, believe that with the in-
crease in the number of the Precep-
tories, vhese officers will become more
interested in their work, Certainly
more zeal, and consequently effici-
ency, is now shown than existed a few
years ago. Still, & stricter attention
must necessarily produce a greater
degree of success in the working of
the Preceptories.

. Therecommendation that Memorial
Tablets to the memories of R. E.
Frater Robert Ramsay, and V. E,

Frater Daniel Collins,” should be.

placed on record in our Proceedings,
will be carried out in the accustomed
form. Sadindeed are our reflections
when we find that these Fratres were
so suddenly cut off from their spheres
of usefulness, each having before them
the prospect of a happy and auseful
Tif

0.
_ The wish expressed by the Supreme
Azrand Master, that the Hugh de
Payens Preceptory be allowed to wear
-one white stripe on their sashes and
xibbons, is acceded .to. The oldest
Preceptory in this Dominion is fairly
.entitled to a distinguishing mark,
‘This Grand Counecil regret that our
‘M. BE. the Supreme Grand Master,
through ill-health, is unable to be
with us and preside over the delibera-
Jinns of the Sovereign Great Priory.

It is fervently hoped that he may
again be blessed with good health.
His presence and advice are not only
sources of strength, but they inculeate
thet spirib of loyalty to our Sovereign
and fidelity to the principles of the
Ofder, which have ever been conspicu-
ous in Sovereign Great Priory.
All ‘of which is respectfully sub-
mitted,
E. H.D. HALL, K. C. T,
Cheirman of Committee.

Windsor, July 12, 1886.

The reports of the Provincial
Priors show the Order to be progres-
sing in & very satisfactory manner,
and the finances seem to be also
gradually gaining, there beivg cash
on hand on 1st July, $374.78.

The following report "of the Com-
mitteb of the Order of the Temple in
Canada will be of interest to our
readers:— ;

In reviewing the Reports of the
Provincial Priora for the London,
Hamilton, Toronts, Kingston, Que-
bec, Nova Scotia, and New Bruns-'
wick Districts, the Grand Counecil
have to express their gratification
that the reports from all parts of the
jurisdiction are satisfactory, and
warrant the belief that the Order of
the Temple in Canada is gradually
gaining that permanent strength,
which will enable it in the early future
to stand side by side in prosperity
with the Fratres in older lands, where
for years the Templar hosts have
marshalled, ever on the alert in
spreading the principles and incul-
cating the precepts of our venerated
Order.

The Grand Council, while expres-
sing this pleasure at the results of the
year’s work, nevertheless think that
the duty performed by some of the
officers who control Distriets might
be improved upon. The Reports of
Provincial Priors are marked by an
absence of the categorical information
that is absolutely necessary for axn
unbiased opinion on the condition of
the Order, and the Grand Council are
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impressed with the viaw that jn fature
the Reports'must tontain the krow-
ledge germs, so that we can see at a
glance the exaot position of each Pre-
ceptory in the jurisdiotion. Those
Sir Knights who at our yeatly gath-
erings are placed in office as Provin:
cial Priors, should know that the
Fratres look to them for an active
discharge of the responsibilities of of-
fice, and, in thus honoring them, ex-
pect thet they will faithfally perform
the task allotted. If Fratres, who
ara asked to accept office, cannot
consciously fulfil its reguirements,
they should leave the position for
those who oan, so that, at the end of
the year, we will receive Reports that
will be worth reading. The Reports
of the Provincial Priors should con-
$ain, (1) The names of each Precep-
tory in the District, and the number
of official visits; (2) The number of
meetings held in the year, and if at
the stated periods; (8) The sverage
attendance, and how 1t compares with

the membership; (4) The number of

times each degree has been exempli-
fied; the state of the books, with an
idea of the gross amount owing in
dues, and the arrests over two and
three years; (5) A general idea of the
condition of the Order in the Distriet;
the interest taken, and the probabili-
ties of fubure development; (6) Wheth-
er the work is performed by past or
present officers.

The Council venture the opinion
thet if information of the above char-
acter were given in the Annual Re-
ports, s more intelligent conoclusion
could be arrived at by your Grand
Counoil than at present they are able
to give. The continued neglect.of a
great many Provincial Priors to send
their Annual Reports into the office
of the Grand Chancellor at the pro-
per time, seriously delays the work of
the Exeoutive of Great Priory, and
your Council trust that Provincial
Priors will not fail affer this to have
their Reports in by the day fixed—
the 80th June, in each year.

In London District, the Provinocial

Prior, R. E. Sir Knight Adams, re-
ports that thereig not “the same zeal
and aotivity” -in Templarisii as is
manifested in other branches of Msa-
sonry. Out of the five Preceptories,
those at St. Thomas, Chathsm and
Liondon, were visited-officially, and ab
Liondon Preceptory a pleasant and
useful feature was an exemplification
of the entire work, at which léading
Fratres from all the Preceptories in
the District were present.

In Kingston Diatiict, the Report of
R. E. Sir Knight ®. H. D. Hal},
Provincial Prior, shows that, with
the exception of “*Moore' Preceptory,
at Peterboro’, all are in a-gatisfactory
condition, and allades to a very satis-
factory exemplification of the work by
Sir Knight J. Parker Thomas and the
officers of King Baldwin Preceptory.
The -Provineial Prior notes the inat-
tention paid to official notifications
by Registrars of Preceptories,- and
your Council recommend that it be
an instrustion o the Grand Chancel-
lor to see that such neglect nolonger
continues. : : .

From Torounto Distriet, the Reporis
are satisfactory. The foar Precep-
tories of Geoffrey de St. Aldemar, No.
2, Toronto; Odo de St. Amand, No. 17,
Toronto; and Mount Calvary, No, 12,
Barrie; and St. John the Almoner,
Ne. 15, have live, vigorous workers
on their rolls, and Palestine, No. 18,
Port Hope, which was for a long tim«
not in a state of prosperity, is thiiv-
ing, and the work is being carried on
in & manner characteristic of the in-
terest taken in the olden time by our
Fratres in these looalities.

In the Eastern section of the Do-
minion, the Provineial Prior of Nova
Scotia, Sir Knight- Dempster, reports
that <“Nova Scotia,” No. 5, Halifax,
is maintaining its position, is well
worked and ¢will have a prosperous
future.” He also conveys to us the
gratifying information that he has or-
‘ganized and constituted ‘Malta” Pre-
ceptory, &t Truro, and that the Fra-
tres ave so well up in their work that

Malta is destined to be one of the hest
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Ptgceptories on the roll of Great
I’.Ilory . . . ‘e
From New Brunswick, where the
Templar sky is olouded by storm
spots that we trust will soon be
chased away, we have the report of’
our Frater, R. E. 8ir Knight Munro.
He states that since the issue of the
edict of the Supreme Grand Master,
prohibiting intercourse with the
S8ir Knights of the Scottish En-
campments, “the position remains
unchanged,” and that the Pre-
ceptory at St. John is prosperous.
He thinks that a settlement of the
difficulty, and & renewal of the frater-
nal feeling, would be viewed with satis-
faction by all who have the welfare of
the Order at heart, and regrets that
the opposition, which is growing and
active, was mede apparent in the
Statement of the Scottish Encamp-
ment, published in official form, and
also in Masonic journals in the United
States. He pomts out that the an-
swer to this Statement from the Great
Priory was “effective, clear and
scholarly,” and trusts that at the com-
ing Triennial meeting of the Grand
Encampment of the United States, an
expression of opinion will be elicited
on the question of this ocoupation of’
territory by the Scottish Fratres.
The Grand Council feel that the mat.
ters in dispute have been 8o ably dealt
with in the statement of the case is-
sued by Great Priory, that nothing
farther can be said, save and except
that we stand firmly by the lines laid
down, that with the kindliest feelings
to our Scottish Fratres, we hold now,
as we have in the past, that we cannoi
permit any invasion of the rights,
privileges or territory of the Gzeat
Priory of Canada. The settled usages’
of the Craft.are well known the world
over, and the occupation of territory
by this Great Priory, demanded that
all foreign bodies within its limitg,
should, in conformity with custom,
surrender their charters and come
ander the obedience of the Sovereign
Body. There can be no co-ordinate
power in the same territory, and the

Grand Council confidently look for.
ward tg the day, in the early: fature,
when the Fratres-of tha Scottish. En.
campments will redognize the funfa-
mental principle underlying Sovereign
and State Rights, and, accepting the
sitnation, join with us in carrying out,
in the true mpirit of prosperity, the
preat work allotted to us, as &' jour-
ney through life.

With all the joy and pleasure we
have in this, our Annual greeting, it
is not unmixed with sorrow. The
cold hand of Death has beckoned
hence some who foregathered with us
one short year ago, We miss their
friendly grip; we look for their frater-
nel smile, their faces glowing with
goodness—but we look in vain, Their
oyes are olosed, and their maanly
voices hushed forever, for the vizard
knight, whose mount is the pale steed,
hes ridden through our ranks, and
seeing the signal from the hand we
cannot see, like Soldiers of the Cross,
have doffed their armour and lain
down to peaceful slumber, awaiting
the golden dawning of Eternal Day.

Amongst thosewho have thus fallen,
are our Fratres. R. E. Sir Knight
Robert Ramsay, P. BE. P. of Mount
Calvary, -No. 12, Barrie; and R. E.
Sir Knight Collins;, Gondemar Pre-
ceptory, Maitland.

May the bright memories of the
bygone times, when they gladdened us
with counsel, soothe the sorrow of our
saddened hearts,—cheer us, as we
speed along life's highway, and keep
us ever ready for the journey’s end.

All of which is respectfully sub-

mitted. . ‘ .
J. ROSS ROBERTSON,
Ckairman of Committee.

Warrants were granted to. two new
Preceptories, viz.. Malta Preceptory,
Truro, N. 8., and to Matropolitan
Preceptory, Melbourne, Australia.

B. B, 8ir Knight J. A. Henderson,
@&, C. T., Deputy Grand Master, re-
ported that in accordance with the
resolution of that body, passed at its
last Assembly, & handsome and suit-
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ablo jewelj thd piintipal ‘insignis of
offico . .of =4 Repregentative - of - the
@rleat-Priory, had been prepared, sud
was now laid befors, the:Grast Priory
ready for pregentation to.our' higlily-
-egtoemged.“Repredentative near the
Grand Encampment of the United
States, B, E. Bir Knight T. 8. Parvin,
who ranks as. Doputy Gand Mastér of
this QGreat’ Priory. - - The- Doputy
Grand Master snggested that the R.
E. Prater the Grand Ckangollor, in
the. name and on'behelf of the Sove-
reign: Greéat . Priory of Canada, do
forthwith forward tho jewel $o-the R.
E. Frater Parvin, oxpressing the great
gratifioation it affords the - Great
Priory in'muking the presentation to
such & highly esteomed and truly
. Moved by R, E. Bir Kaoight B. H.
D. Hell, ssconded by R. E. Sir Knight

David Moellan,—

’ ’erigﬁs.‘ m;[‘:&evf of the continnéd op-
position of the Boeottish Encampments
in NoW Brunswick to the action of
fhi5 Groat Prioty, wid thsks fopre-
sentations to the Grand Encamp-
xibnt of the United Btates jn this con.
neqtion, it is necessary thst this
Gréat Priory shonld'bé represe.ited at
tHe aniinal mesting of the Grand En-
eampmiont ab St. Liouis, * 1t 1g there-
fore,” Resolved,—That 'R. K. BSir
Khnights Daniol Spry end Henry
Bobettson, bo appointed & committeo

to attérd the meeting for thé purpose |

of watching the interests of this Su.
préime Body, and that their expenses
be'paid by the Grand Treasurer; and
that In ¢asd ore or both of thess
Pratres are unable to'atiend, that the
Suprems Grand Master be authorized
t6 appoint & substitute. :
" The election of officers was then
proceeded with, resulting ay follows:
M. E, Sir Knight } William James B
o5, i § Wb S Sy

Frovince of Ohtario, Bupréme  Grand |

Master of the Knights Templarof Cznads,
adgitom,. ., .. R

- R. E. 8ir Knight 1 James A, Henderson,
4. C. T., Q. ., D. C. L., Kingston, Ont.,

" Prior. -

-ilton, Ont,, Past-Grand

, V. E. Sir Enight 1

Deputy Grand Master,

' Ry.E. Sir Kuighit: Dahfel Spryi, 6. 0. T
Barrie;«()htaﬂo&:&dlehancp o,

R. E Bif Enight } Rev. Frederiok Bates,
Obatham, Ontarig, Grand Chaplain.

R, B, 8i ht's JMAH-GZ'OBBO‘IP, ‘Wind-
sox, Ont,, Grand Constable.
. B,E. 8ik Enight ¢ Jamtes. Douglas, To-
ronto, Ont.,Grand Marshal.

R. E. 8ir Knight } David MoLellan, Ham~
ilton, Oat., Grand Lrcdaurer.

R. E. Sir Enight 8. G. Fairtlongh,
Kingston, Ontario, Grand Registrar,

The following' B, E,. Sir Knights
were elected by the Representatives
of the Preceptories in their respective
Distriots: * ‘ ' '

rnovmm, OR DISTRIOT GRAND PRIORS.

B. E. 8ir Enight } Edward H. Raymonr;,
St. Thomag; Ont., London District,

R’ E. 8ir Knight { Thoinas Heod, Hax~
ilton; Ont., Hamilton.District.

B. E. Sir Knight { E. Talbot Malone, To-
ronto, Ont., Toronto District.

R.E. Sierni%ht-tEdw&rd H. D. Hall,
E. C. T., Peterboro’, Ont., Kingston and
Ottaws Diptricts. . . R

- R.' E. Sir 'Knight 3 Isaad H. Stearns, K.
0. T, Montreal, Que., Quebeo District.

R. E. Sir Enight + L 0. Hathaway, 8t
dohn, N. B,, New Brunswick District.

R. B. 8ir Knight § Willism Taylor, Hali~ *

. fax; N. 8., Nova Scotis District.

R. E. Sir EKnight James O'Connor,
‘Winnipeg, Mun., Manitoba District. -
AEuBERS OF THE GRARD CODNOIL,—ELECTED.

R, E. 8ir Enight tHenry Robertson,
gp}lix}gwood, Unt., Past Grand Provincial

ror.
. R, E. 8 ht 1 Donald Boss, Pioton,
Ont., Past Grand Provincial Brior. .
""R. B. Bit Enight {J. TRoss Robéxtson,
Toronto, Ont., Past GrendProvineial Pricr.

R. B. Sir Knight .} George Duane Adams,
Kli_ndsor, Ont., Past Grand Provineiak

OFe . L . . .

V. E. 8ir Xnight $J. Parker Thomas,
Belleville, Ont.,, Grand Master's Banner
Bearer. ‘ B C
ATPOINTZD By SUPREME GRAMD MASTER

R. E. Sir Knight $J. McLean Stever-
sop, Barrie, Ont.{ Pagt Grdnd Provincial

R. B, Sir Knight $+John J, Mason, Horm-
V..E. Sir Knight $Joshua G. Bums,
Toronto, Ont., Past Grand Vice.Chancellor.

V. E. SirKnigat $ W, H. Ponton, Belle-
ville, Ont., Past Grand Master's Baunsr

. eorge J.. Bennett,
Toronto, Onf., Past Gzand Captain of
Guard,
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GRAND OFFICERS —APPOINTED.
V. E. Sir Knight { Luther B. Archibald,
Truro, N. 8., Grand Vice Chancellor.
V. E, Sir Knight £ William R. Howse,
‘Whitby, Ont., Grand 8ub-Marshal.
V. E. Sir Knight +Charles Knowles,
Quebec, Que., Grand Almoner.

V. E. Sir Knight :John Easton, M. D., !

Brockville,
Bearer.

V. E. Sir Knight John W. Ruhland,
Halifax, N, 8. Grand Second Standard
Bearer.

V. E. Sir Knight {J. Parker Thomas,
Belleville, Ont., Grand Master's Banner
Bearer.

V.E. 8ir Knight tWilliam G. Read, Ham-
ilton, Ont., Grand Captain of the Guard.

V. E. 8ir Knight ¥ H. C. Simpson, Lon-
don, Ontario, Grand Sword Bearer.

V. E. 8ir Knight $ John A. Angel, Guelph,
Ont., Grand Organist.

V. E. Sir Knight  Samuel Dubber, St.
Thomas, Ont., Grand Pursuivant.

Sir Knight + M. W. Lafontaine, Mait.
1and, Ont., Grand Guard.

The Provincial Priors and Great
and Grand Officers, elected and ap-
pointed, who were present, were duly
installed and proclaimed by the Act-
ing Grand Master.

The proceedings were brought to a
pleasing close by the reading of the
following address by the Acting Grand
Master to R. E. Sir Knight  Daniel
Spry, Grand Chancellor, on being pre-
sented with his Patent as Grand
Cross of the Temple:—

R. E. Frater,—In the unavoidable
absence of the Supreme Grand Mast-
er, I have been delegated by him to
hand you your Patent asa ““Grand
Cross of the Temple,” over the sign
manual of H. R. H. the Prince of
Wales, Supreme Grand Master of the
United Orders of the Temple and
Malta in England, Ireland, and De-
pendencies of the British Empire.

In expressing the Grand Master’s
Tegret at his inability to do so himself,
he wishes me to assure you of the
deep personal satisfaction with which
de congratulates you upon receiving
an honor so distinguished; and he
must add, so truly merited. He
wishes me further to state, that the
principal purport of his Allocution
read today, was to show the origin

Ont., Grand First Standard

and intention of the true Templar
system, over which H. R. H. the
Prince of Wales presides in England,
honored by the patronage of Her
Most Gracious Majesty the Queen, and
of which we are now an Independent
Sovéreign branch from the parent
stem.

The Grand Master further directs
me to inform you, that the dignity of
which you are now a recipient, that
of a “*Grand Cross,” was instituted by
H. R. Highness as a special mark of
honor, limited and select, to indicate
his appreciation and approval of ser-
vices rendered to the Order.

It is unnecessary to point out to
you the sacred teachings of owr Tem-
plar System, but he would draw your
particular attention to the badge you
are now entitled to wear, so signifi-
cant of the sacred character of the
Order.

The jewel of a Grand Cross is the
seven poinled star, surmounted by the
“United Orders Cross of the Temple
and Malta,” having the “Agnus Dei”
within a circle on the centre, sur-
rounded by the legend, “Non Nobis
Dominie, &c.,” the motto of the An-
cient Templars.

This jewel is suspended from the
neck by a golden chain, composed of
the four initial capital letters,—I. N.
R. 1., used by mystics since Anno
Domine; and the Patriarchal Cross of
a Preceptor joined together and re-
peated to form a length to go round
the neck. The sash or ribbon of a
Grand Cross, is of broad erimson- .
watered silk, with a narrow white-
edge. The Templar colors, worn over
the right shoulder to the left side, and
to which the badge may be attached
when the collar is not worn. All who
have been honored to wear this insig-
nia, are forcibly reminded in whose
service they are enrolled, and as faith--
ful disciples and soldiers of the cross,
bound to follow the precepts of our
great High Captain. It is therefore
incumbent on all of us, who have been
thus distinguished by the royal decor--
ations of the Prince of Wales, to guard.
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Jealously,and‘protectfromall innava-

tions, a8 well as promulgate the eored
teachings of the Templar Systera over
which he presides.

When these decorations were estak-
lighed, three Grand Crosses (irrespec-
tive of the original number issued, one
of which the Grand Master was hon-
ored with,) and seven.of the *Lesger
Cross,” that of “Knight Commander
of the Temple," whose distinguishing
hadge is the “Uqﬁed Orderg Crogs”
alone, suspended. Ii) Templar
ribbon attached, to. the reast, was
granted to Canada. Of this numbar,
%wo have passed to thexr etema.l rest,
and ' but one of them, in your own
perpon, replaced, which: we all héarti-
3y trust. you may be long spared to
wear, and the Patent of authority for
doing 5o preserved, as an heirloom of
royal favor, to your postenty. '

ratreg, I now call upon you to
"stand to -order,” and galute with
Seven our Grand Ghanceilox, R.E.
Frater Daniel Spry, as a “Grand
Cross of the Temple,”

“God bless the ngen,” and her il-
lustrious son, H. R. H, the Prince of
Wales,” ’

R. B, Sir Knxghh bz,:nel Sply ma.&e
a smtable reply. ;

GRAND LODGE OF CANADA.

The Thirty- First irst Annuad Gommum-
eation of the Giand Lodge of’ Canads,
was held in the town of Windsor, Ont,,
on the 14th and 15tk July, an unus-
tially large number of representatives
of Lodges being in attendance. After
the usual preliminaries, M. W. Bro.
Hugh Mwray, Grand Master, deliver-
el a very able and mterestmg address
from which we make copmus €%~
tractsi— ‘

Bnmmxm OF THE Gmn Lonez oF
CANADA

‘1t seems but a few days since last

wemet in.annual communication,and |

v

yeta year hag pasded and gone; a uge--
ful ong jf wisely spent, but worse than
wasted if given to folly.

'The cheerfulness observabla on thé
happy faces before me, faces of repre-
sentative men from every segtion of
our fair Province, assetnbled to legis-
late for the good of their fellows, apgd
to contribute to the needs of the
worthy poor, the widow and the ol
phan, gives me assurance that the
year has been to you a satisfactory
one, & year of earnest, honest work;.
and Iam glad at this early stage in
our proceedings, to be in a position fo
agsure you that, throughout the juris-
diction, harmony and brotherly love
prevail, andthat we ave on terms of
atnity. with all the recognized Free-
mesons of the world. From every
distriot into which the Province has.
been divided comes the same encoun-
aging report—peace and prosperity.

Within the year, gra,nd visitations.
have been made, Lodges of Instrug.
tion held, and lectures delivered; the
sick have been vigited, the sorrowing
comfozted,a.nd the needy assisted; avd
again, in the name of the-Great Axchl-
tect of the Universe, we have met top
la.y lines and draw plans for the guid-
ance of the workmen. Here gre 28
sembled the “Supports of the Todge,”
W:sdom, Strength and Beauty, The
old, ripe. in their. wisdom; the
mxddle aged, enduring in their
strength; and the youthful, hope-
ful in their besuty. Here are
the old familiar faces of brethren
who for many years have made annual
pilgrimage to. our assemblies, who
have unstintingly given their time,
their talents and. their means, and
who have grown grey in the cause;
here arq their immediate SueCessors,
the meature. in years, who, in their

gtrength, are hearing the heat and

bmden of the day; and here, algo, arg
the younger, craftsmen, in the bloom
of eaﬂ{hmanhood »desirous of sojonrn-
ing with us, and offering their, assist-
ance in the rebuilding. of. the temple, -
L hemmy Weigote - you ali to pud-
ticipate in the duties and responsibili-.
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‘tieg, as well as in the conmpanionship
and the pleasures of our thirty-first
Anniial Communication. .
" Before entering upon the agtive
‘business of the session, it is our duty,
:and T trust also oar highest pleasure,
10 make acknowledgment to the Most
‘High for the manifold blessings which
hé has showered upon us as & frater-
nity and as individuals.
" We therefore approach the Most
"Holy Place,
# With faith and reverence profound,
The Holy Altar we surround, |,
‘Where always burns our vestal fire,
That Heaven permits not to expire.
¢ Here olagping friendly hand with hand,
‘We round the antique relic stand;
Religion builded it, and we,
Rejoicing, its ripe glories see.
-# Mesons accepted, free and true!
Here let us Virtue's league renew;
The feast of friendship celebrate,
Our lives to honor dedicate.

¢ Let us in adoration bow

To Bim who registers each vow,

Glory to God, who reigns ebove;

To all our fellow-creatures love.”

Having acknowledged fealty to the
“Great Source of all that is, it is fitting
and appropriate for us es Masons,
ever loyal to_the sovereign and gov-
.ernment of the country in which we
live, to express our joy at the long
life and continued health of our good
‘and gracious Queen, and to give utter-
ance to our gratification that we have
entered the fiftieth or jubilee year of
her benign reign. Enjoying all those
‘blessings of civil and religious liberty
which we prize 8o much, and which
:are ensured to all the subjects
of the great empire of which we
foom & part, we must not forget
-that to the liberty and toleration
which have been go much fostered
during the reign of our glorions sov-
«ereign, are largely due the prosperity
-4and progress of our oraft, which,
founded upon the broad principles of
toleration and equal rights, has ever
progresged or retrograded in propor-
tion as these principles have been pro-
pagated or opposed. Therefore we
pray for Victoria

Long to'teigu. ovor us,
Happy and glorions,
save the Queen.

Long may she reign, and long may
Masons in every portion of the Brit-
ish Empire be able, as is their titne-
honored custom to say, “The Quetn
and the Oraft.” But while with par-
donable pride we meay refer to omr
nationality, never losing sight of the
allegiance due to the sovereign of onr
native land, we do not forget that Ma-
sonry is of no country in particular,
but is cosmopolitan; and ag we meeb
here to-day, within sound of the work-
ing tools of our brethren of Michigan,
we rejoice to know while we can look
at and see the line which divides us
politically, that msasonioally there is
no such boundary.

They and we are brethren of the one
great family, conversing in the same
symbolic language, kneeling at the
same altar, and subscribing to the
gatie oreed; énd it is with peculiar
feelings of attachment we of the Grand
Tisdgs of Canada welcome, 28 we now
do, the brethren from the State of
Michigan who are with us to.day.
We can never forget the kind offices
of their Grand Master, so readily
given, when he -performed the cere-
mony of Installation of our first and
lamented Grand Master, the late Col.
William Mercer Wilson.

Grateful as we are to the Univavgal
Parent for health and strength, and
for permission to renew the associa-
tions of these annual gatherings, we
are forcibly reminded by the absepce
of dear brethren, who met with us last
year, that the gavel of death is sound-
ing, and that the time may not be far
distant when our absence will be re-
corded, when we, too, will have passed

to the great majority.

The Grand Master of New Jersey,
in referring to the continual changes
in the composition, of Grand Lodges,
says: “Jt is an impressive thought,
that while for a hundred years this
Grand Lodge has met in annual ses-
sion, assembled in like manner, and
for like purposes, never yet has it been
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‘tiwicts constituted nlike. The rapidly
yollinty wheels of tinie are like the cars
of Juggernaut, relentlessly drushing
into dust human lives. As every ris-
ing sun shines in eyes that never saw
the light before, so each deolining day
darkens over features cold and stiff
and still,”

Since last we met the following
¥embers, amongst others of this
Grand Lodge, have passed that bourne
whence no traveller returns: R. W,
Bros E. C. Barber, of Ottaws, P. D.
. G, M.; R. W. Bro. Robt. Ramsay,
-of Orillis, Representative of the Grand
Lodge of Viotoria; and V. W, Bro. A.
K. Aylesworth, Camden East.

Other Grand Lodges have also their
:gorrows, and lament the loss of breth-
yen of eminence and ability, The
Masons of Ireland and of Texas have
each lost their Grand Master. The
Grand Lodge of Colin and Cuba has
lost its Grand Secretary and Grand
Junior Warden; Vermont its Grand
‘Becretary; Virginia its Grand Tres-
‘surer, and New York several distin-
.guished brethren.

The M. W. Bro. then refers to his
vigits to Lodges, We quote one in-
stance.

¢« At Belleville, R. W. Bro, Long-
more, D. D. @, M., and R. W. Bros.
R. T. Walkem, Donald Ross, Donald
MoPhie, J. J. Mason, and others
‘were with me. We were welcomed
by a deputation composed of the
Masters and Officers of the ihree
Xiodges, who, with R, W. Bros. L, H.
Henderson, and A. McGinnis, mads
‘us heartily welcome, dnd extended to
s, daring our stay, the grentest atten-
tion. The meeting at this place was
& 8pecially interesting one, for, in ad-
-dition to the presentation to W. Bro.
Ponton, of an address, éxpressive of
the esteem in which he is held, and
which was accompanied by a hand-
some Past Master's jewel, I had the
great pleasure of meeting & brother
ninety-two years old, who has been a
member of the f¥aternity for seventy
years. It wasindeeds greatpleasure
40 meet him, and to receive ‘he as-

gurance that during his long masonic
life, he had ever been faithful to his
oblipations, and who, at his advane-
ed "age, was still a regular attendant
at his Lodge. .

¢ Applieation had begn made tome
for a dispensation to confer the Past
Master’s degree upon this brdtaer, a8
a roward for his long and faithful
gervices, I explained that I had not
the power to grant the dispensation,
but, as a special mark of favor, I in-
vited him, during my continuance in
the Lodge, to a seat in the Kast, and
extended to him the grand honors.”

Several matters of interest are re-
ferred to. -We guote his remarks
under “Grand Representatives”:—

“I have made the following ap-
pointments of representatives, on the
recomniendationand with theapproval
of the Grand Masters of the Grand
Lodges to which they are respestively
acerédited, namely:—M., W. Bro. the
Rev. Samuel Pritchard Matheson, of
Winajpeg, uear the Grand Lodge of
Manitpba, in place of M. W. Bro. the
Hon., W. N. Kennedy, deceased; W.
Bro. John Rennie, of Savannah, near
the Giand Lodge of Indian Territory,
in place of M. W. Bro. the Rev. J.
8. Mwrow, resigned; M. W. Bro.
John P. Jordan, of Seattle, near the
Grand Lodge of Washington Terri-
tory, in the place of M. W. Bro. O.
P, Lacey, deceased; and the following
appointment has been made, with my
approval, of & representative near this
Grand Lodge, namely:—R. W. Bro.
John Walsh, of Ottawa, for the
Grand Lodge of the United Stafes of
Colombia, in place of M, W. Bro, A.
Bernard, deceasged,”

Under the heading of Finance, M.
‘W. Bro. Murray, says:—The receipts
and expenditures of Grand Lodge for
the year ending 81st May, 1886,
were;—

BECEIPTS,

From Lodges.........$18,508 7
Intérest on Imvest-, . . ' .

mentsee oveven . 2,978 84
e §16,482 (9
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EXPENDITURE.

General Parposes....$ 5,831 64
Benevolence. ........ 10,085 00
15,916 64

Cash Carital of Grand Lodge.. -é_68,959 94

The receipts from Lodges arve less
by exactly $50.00 t:-~n they were
during the preceding .ar, but there
is a falling off in the gross expendi-
ture also, the net gain for the year
just ended being $565.45.

Benevolence is thus dealt with:—

< Besides the large amounts given
by individual Masons, which are never
recorded, and by Lodges, many of
whom set aside a fixed percentage of
their gross veceipts to be expended in
benevolence, this Grand Lodge has
dispensed during the year ten thou-
sand and eighty-five dollars. The
pressing necessities of 86 brethren,
272 widows, and 41 orphans, have
been materially relieved. It is caiise
for regret that there are so many
needing assistance, and cause for re-
joicing that you have the ability and
the inclination to aid them. I again
urge ycu, brethren, to giveto those
who are calling for assistanceas largely
as your means will permit. Several
applicants for the first time seek re-
Tief. One is eighty years of age, the
widow of a past grand officer, who has
been dead for many years; though in
straitened circumstances, she has
never before appealed fo you, but with
wondexrful independence has supported
herself. Advanced age and failing
health compel her to make her neces-
sities known. I refer hers, and every
other deserving case to you, confident
that they will be carefully considered.
‘Whiie you are disbursing the swrplus
fonds of Grand Lodge among the
worthy poor, who to & greut zxfent
are dependent on your beounty, it is
gratifying to know that as Lodges and
individuals the Masons of Canada have
found other channels in which to givé
practical proof of their large-hearted-
mess. It has come to my knowledge
{and doubtless there: are many simi-

lar cases) that a Liodge has adopted
the son of a deceased brother, and has.
determined that the intention of the
father before his death that his son
should be properly educated shall be
carried out. The young man, who
gave promise of great ability, was at
the time of his father's death attend-
ing & high school, and had the Lodge
not assumed this obligation, would
have had to relinquish bis studies.
The lodge assumed the responsibility,
and who can foretell the result? One
thing is certain: that the Lodge as-
suming this trust is composed, of the
right material, and is bound to suc-
rceed.

“Early ‘n the year I received a.
communication from a worthy bro-
ther, a merchant in one of oar cities,.
stating tizat it was his desire to adopt
a child, and that he would prefer a
Mason’s child. Having a personal
acquaintance with this brother. and a
confident belief from his claracter
and standing, that any child adopted
by him would be taken to his heart as
well as to his home, and carefully
reared and educated, I forwarded his
letter to the Chairman of the Com-
mitiee on Benevolence, with a request
that he would ascertain whetheramong
the orphans, who are to a certain ex-
tent the wards of Grand Lodge, there
was one of suitable age, whose guar-
dian would in his or ber interests, con-
sent to the adoption. ~ Afier consider-
able correspondence, such a child was.
found, and has been Jawfully adopted.
The home of that dear brother has in
it nov a Iitile fairy form, a blessing
to hiniseif and wife, and .as far as
human foresight can deiermine, the
support, education, and happiness of
the Liftle darling lave been secured.
Every lodge cannot afford to educate
a deceased brother’s child, neither can
every brother’ adopb one, but ali can
do something.” '

A ..ther curious case is referred
to as follows:— :

« regret to inform you that the
jurisdiction of & sister Grand Lodge
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has been infringed upon by one of our
lodges. The case is a peculiar one,
and hrings up:the question of the per-
petual jurisdiction of lodges over
candidates who apply for initiation.
It eppears that a candidate applied
to, and was rejected by North Star
Lodge, at Ashland, in the State of
Massachusetts, on the 8th May, 1884,
and that on the 20th April, in the
following year, he made application to
Doric Lodge, No, 882, Hamilton, and
a month later was balloted for, ae-
cepted and initiated. The Grand
Master of Massachusetts, to whom
the lodge at Ashland complained, hag
decided that according to the Consti-
tution of that Grand Lodge, as North
Star Lodge had not relinquished
jurisdiction, the initiate was a clan-
destine Mason; that the conferring of
the degrees upon him without the
consent and recommendation of the
Master, Wardens, and at least three
embers of Ashland Lodge, and the
approval of the Grand Master, de-
prives him of the right to visit any
lodge in that jurisdiction, and all re-
cognition as & Mason. This Grand
Tiodge does not subscribe to the per-
petual jurisdiction theory, but permits
the initiation of candidates after a
residence of one year. It does not
appear that the candidate was initi-
ated contrary to the requirements of
our Constitulion as to residence, but
that his pelition, on the date on which
he signed if, falsely stated thet he bad
not been rejected by any other lodge
within twelve months. He states
that it is seven years since he first
came to Canada, and during all that
time his business headquarters have
been Hamilton, but that owning real
estate in Ashland, Mass., where his
+wife on account of ill-health continu-
ed to reside nntil her death, some
three years ago, he regarded that
place as his home, and when he wish-
ed to join Masonry forwarded his
petition from Canada to that place.
He states that he did not knowingly
sign & statement thet more than a
yeer had elapsed between the date of

the petitions. It ig stated, that upon
being informed of his rejection, he
boasted that he would be a Mason,
even if he had to go to Australia to
get the degrees, and that he could be
made a Mason in Canada. He denies
those .statements, claiming that le
was entirely misunderstood; that his
disappoiniment was great, and his de-
sire to becomse a Mason not lessened
by his rejection, and that he stated,
not boastingly, but explanatory of his
great desire, that he would even go as
far as Australia, if he had assurance
that his wish would be gratified, and
that he did not mean to convey the
impression thaf he would secure ad-
mission in spite of the Ashland breth-
ren. I agree with the Grand Master
of Massachusetts, that it is to be re-
gretted that the constitutional pro-
visions regulating rejected applicants
are not uniform, and that.as between
lodges, it would prove beneficial, if,
whenan applicant comes suddenly into
2 community, after a residence of
several years elsewhere, and knocks at
the door of Masonry, the officers of
the lodge were to seek.information
from the lodge nearest the applicants
former residence, as to the fitness of
the applicant to receive the benefits of
the Order. In thiscase, however, the
initiate did not come suddenly into the
community, but had been regarded by
many who knew him in Hamilton,and
who had known bim for years, as a.
resident. After an examination of the-
brother, and at his request, I have de-
termined to submit his case to Grand
Lodge, and have referred all the pa-
pers to the Board of General Pmpo-
ses, before whom he desires to appear.™

The Agnostic question is dealt with:
fully. We quote:—

«In April of last year, Bro. John
Harrison was charged in King Solo-
mon’s Liodge, No. 22, with being &
person unfit to retain his connection
with his lodge, or with the Masonic
fraternity, the ground of unfitness be-
ing that he was an Agnostic, a Secu-
larist, and a Freethinker, and being,
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-gach, that he held religiong views and
.opinicns not consistent with' the.doo-
trineg and principles.of Freamasonry.
On this charge he was fried and found
guilty, and suspended. Having ap-
pealed againgt the pnnishment inflict-
-ed by his lodge, his case was. consider-
.ed by the Bosrd of General Parposes,
who, after reviewing the evidence,
and examining him farther, and hear-
ing him in explansation, reported re-
.commending that his suspension be
removed, and that he be restored in
good standing in his lodg~. The re-
port was not adopted by Gr wd Lodge,
the case being referred to xue for such
further enquiry and action as I might
.deem proper. I regret having to re-
vort to Grand Lodge, that the brother
has fuiled to copvince me that his
-suspension ought to be removed, and
he restored to good standing in his
lodge.
+J regard this case as the most im-
portant one that has ever been con-
-sidered by this Grand body.
«Masonry is tolerant. ‘Lefa man’s
religion or mode of worship be what it
may, he is not excluded from the Or-
der, provided he believe in the Great
Architect of the Universe, and practice
the sacred duties of morality.’ HMa-
-sonry is tolerant; but there is mo
place in Masonry for the stupid athe-
ist, or the irreligious libertine. Ma-
sonry is tolerant, and will never ad-
mit the right of any man to persecate
his brother man for his opinion; but
thereare certain landmarks which can-
not be changed, the most important
being the belief in God, and the im-
muortality of the soul. There can be
1o doubt upon this question, for this
Grand Lodge has over and over again
:8hown its adherence to this landmark,
«Tn 1877, when the Grand Master,
Most Woxshipful Bro. Weller, inform-
ed Grand Lodge that on account of
the Grand Orent of France having
.expunged from it constitution this
landmark, he had withdrawn the cre-
.deniinls of our representative, Grand
T.odge emphatically declared that we
-could not continue to recognize it as a
Masonic body.

“In.1884,.52ven years- afterwards,
Grand Master 8pry, in his addressre-
ferring to the deveral Grand ILindgssin
Europe, with whom wa are not in fra.
ternal relations, used the following
strong language:—The Grand Orient
of France has changed its constitution
several times, to conform to the poli-
tieal, socialistio and atheistic ideas of
that country, and in 1876 severed it
entirely from the Freemasonry of all
Enplish-speaking bodies, by striking
from its constitution the clause affirm-
ing the existence of & Supreme Being
and the immortality of the soul. The
Grand Orient of Belgium and the
Grand Orient of Holland have follow-
ed the pernicious. example of France,
and have struck from their constita-
tion the clause affirming the existence
of God, the Great Architect of the
Universe, and have thus placed them-
selves outside the pale of legitimete
Freemeasonry.” Grand Lodge again
expressed its adherence to this land-
mark, and concurred in the strictures
passed upon these Grand bodies by
the Grand Master, declaring that
though Masonry was not religion, it
was sllied with, and could not be di-
vorced from it.

“Again, last year, the Board of
General Purposes, when reporting
apon the decisions alluded to by the
Grand Master, specially commended
those relating to the confession of
faith required from candidates for ad-
misgion to our Order, and Grand
Liodge, by the adoption of the report,
declared thaf, ‘In this age of skepti-
cismi and unbelief, it cannot be too
plainly asserted that the Grand Lodge
of Canada will admit none within the
portals of our lodges, nor continue the
privileges of Freemasonry to any who
do not aclmowledge their behef in
God, that He hes revealed His will to
man in the volume of the Sacred Law,
which we recognize as the first of the
three great lights of Masonry, and the
one io rale and govern our feith, and
that God will certainly punish vice
and reward virtue; that men who
claim a right to disbelieve, or at all
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events doubt the existence of God, or
ta doubt that there will be a fature life
of rewards and punishments, haveno
right to approach our altars—no fot-
ing on the floor of onr lodges. That
it was ' worse than mockery to xecom-
mend the volume of the Sacred Law fo
such men, or charge them to consider
it the unerring standard of fruth and
justice, and to regulate their actions
by the divine precepts which it con-
tains, or toadmonish them that there-
in they will be tanght the important
daties they owe to their God, t0 their
neighbor, and to themselves.’

«fn addition to these evidences that
belief in God and the immortality of
the sounl is & fundamental principle
with us, I quote from our Constitution
that portion of cur funeral gervice re:
lating thereto:—*This evergreen is an
emblem of our faith in the immortal-
ity of the soul. By it we are remind-
ed of our high aud glorions destiny
beyond the world of shadows,and that
there dwells within our fabernacle of
clay an imperishable and jmimortal
spirit, which the grave shall never re.
ceive, and over which death has no
dominion.’

“Listen, my brethren. Does Bro.
Harrison believe in ‘the Great Archi-
tact of the Universe, the Almighty and
Most Merciful God, in whom we live
and move and have our being, the
BEternal Being, in whose holy name
our convocations are assembled 2 He
5ay8, ‘I believein God, not necessarily
a personal God, but I use the term
‘God,’ because it is the term generally
used; it might, however, be expressed
by any other name.’

“Does Bro. Harrison believe in the
immortality of the soml? Listen!
He says, ‘I hope that the soul of man
is immortal, but not having any actual
knowledge on the subject, I cannok
say that I believe it.’

“Does Bro. Hurrison believe in a
faturelifeof rewardsand punishments?
He says, ‘I hope thers is a fature life
of reward and punishment, but haying
no ectual knowledge, I cannot say that
I believe if.’

“Bro. Harrison says that he be-
Jieves that the will of God is revealed
in the Bible, as far as it goes, but that
the Biblg does not contain the whole
of God's revealed will, and is not
appliceble to the intelligence of the
present day, and that 1t is not the
unerring standard of truth and justice.

«Admitting that he is an Agnostie,
& Secularist, snd s Freethinker, he
defines an Agnostic as one who is
honest enough to admit that he does
Imow what, under the present condi~
tion of human knowledge, is impossi-
ble to be known. That though a
Seculsrist, Lo does not believe in the
secularization of the Sabbath,and does
not hold himself responsible for the
nine demands of liberalism. That
though a Freethinker, he is not an un-
believer, nor one who dis¢ards revela-
tion. 'While I wonld be among the
first to defend Bro. Harrigon from in-~
tolerant persecution, believing, with
the members of the last year's Board
of General Purposes, that he honest-
ly holds the views and opinions he
expressed to ine, still, I regard the
holding of these vicws as fatal to his
continuance in membeérship.

‘¢ A suspended Mason, who does not
believe in a personal God, who cannot
say that he believes in the immortali-
ty of the soul, or in = future life of re-
wards and punishments, and who be-
lieves that our first great light, the
Bible,is inapplicableto the intelligence
of the present day, should not, in my
opinion, be restored to good standing
in Masonry. I therefore deem it my
duty not to interfere with the action
of the Lodge.”

The position of Pequongs Liodge at
Rat Portage, which had obtfained a
warrant from the Grand X.odge of
Menitoba, while the ferritory in which
it is located was presumed to be in the
jurisdiction of that Grand Lodge, is
thus ably dealt with:— .

. “My attention baving been directed

to the existence, in the town of Rat
Portsge, of a Liodge holding a warrant



258 THE OANADIAN ORAFTSMAN

from the Grand Lodge of Maﬁitoba, I
opened a correspondence with the
Most Worshipful the Grand Master of

that Province, pointing out that said-

Todge was located in the terrifory
which had lately been decided to be
within the Province of Ontario, ex-
preseing the hope that, with his ap-
proval, applicasion would be made by
the brethren composing that Lodge,
for & warrant from this Grand Lodge,
and that the present warrant would be
surrendered, and requesting his good
offices. The Grand Master, L am glad
to say, veplied in the rnost friendly and
brotherly manmer, informing me that
he had 1aid my communication before
the Board of General Purposes, and
that the following resolution had been
passed:—That thig Board admits that
Pequonga Lodge, No. 22, is now out-
side the territorial jurisdiction of the
Grand Lodge of Manitoba.” Heat the
same time informed me that the Board
expressed the greatest fraternal good

will towards this Grand Lodge, and

did not wish to do anything that would
in any way mar the present pleasant
and most satisfactory relations exist-
ing, but did not deem it necessary to
pass any farther resolution in view of
the fact that Pequonga Lodge had a
drafted petition to be forwarded by
him fo this Grand Lodge.

"¢ The petition has arvived, and I
regret to inform you, is not a petition
for a warrant, but for your consent to
permit the Lodge and the territory
which it has heretofore had jurisdie-
tion over, to remain under the authori-
ty of the Grand Lodge of Manitoba.

« The reasons advanced in favor of
the petition are that at the time the
warrant was issued, Rat Portage,
where the lodgeis situated, was inthe
territory in dispute between the Gov-
ernments of Ontario and Maniioba;
that the members have a great inter-
est in the Grand Lodge of Manitdba,
one of them being Junior Warden of
that Grand Lodge; that the Past
Masters who at present are members
of that Grand Liodge, would on the
surrender of the warrant lose their

membership there, without being ac-
corded membarship in the Grand
Lodge of Canada; that it is more con-
venient to transact Masonic business
with the Grand Secretary, at Winni-
peg, than with the Grand Secretary,
at Hamilton; that the Grand Lodge of
Manitoba permits the working of the
York Work which the Grand Lodge of
Canada does not permit; and that the
expense would be considerable.

¢ Therequest that this Grand Lodge
should concede Masonic authorily over
any portion of its territory to another
Grand Lodge should not be entertain-
ed, ltis clearly the duty of the breth-
ren at Rat Portage to remove all pos-
sible cause of contention by affiliating
with the Grand Lodge of their Province,
where they have the assurance they
would be theartily welcomed. The
question of expense can be met by the
issuance of a warrant without cost to
the Lodge, and concession might be
made that'Past Masters would be ad-
mitted to membership in this Grand
Liodge. The other objections should
not be entertained.

T was delighted to veceive intima-
tion from the Grand Master of Mani-
toba, M. W. Bro. Alfred Pearson, and
from the Past Grand Master of Illi-
nois, XI. W. Bro. Theodore T. Gur-
ney, of their intention fo be present at
this communication. Their presence
reminds me of a very pleasant trip
during the past summer. While at
the City of Winnipeg, I had the honor
of calling upon M. W. Bro. Forvest,
then Grand Master, the present Grand
Master being then Deputy Grand
Master and our friend. R. W. Bro.
Scoft, Grand Secretary, from whom,
as well as from other brethren, I re-
ceived as your representative special
kindness and attention. At Chicago
I waited upon Bro. Gurney, who un-
fortunately was at the time confined
to bis home by a serious illness. His
presence to-day restored to health is
matter for congratulation, and I am
sure you join me in the hope that this
great ability will still be given to the
fraternity, and that he will be long
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spmed to con{:inue his visits to his
Canadian brethren.” - :

The re-arrangementofthe sttmcts
is then zefem:eq to, the M..W. the
Grand Master giving ‘the mem’bezs of
the committee just praise for the
manner in ‘which they had dJScha,wed

their duties.

" The révision of the Constltutlon is
next dealt with,— |

« Ag requested by motion duly ear-
ried at the last meeting of Grand
Lodge, I appointed a commmtee com-
posed of M. W. Bros.. Daniel Spry
and Otto Klotz, and R. W. Bro.
Henry Robertson, to revige the Con-
stitution. Yau are already aware of
the result. The report having been
printed and distributed, is in itself the
proof of the indefatigable lahor of its
members. Instead of revising the
one now in force; the committee in-
form you.that they defermined upop &
plan for a new Constitution, and you
cannot too-gtrongly mark your appro-
bation of the attention given to- this
important subject by the committee.
The alterations proposed are import-
ant, involving a change in the name
of the Grand Lodge, in its elective of-
ficers, and in the composition. of- the
members of the Board of General
Purposes, and defining the powers
and prerogatives of the Grand Master,
and the powers and duties of the Dis-
trict Deputy Grand Masters. Mauy
new provisions are added, and old
ones altered and eliminated; all of
which I advise you fo seriously con-
sider during the coming year, so that
when, at the next communication, they
come before you for adoption, you will
be able to bring to their consideration
your matured judgment.”

The bogus Grand Lodge of Ontaxio
conveniently bobs up again:—

«J have received from Bro. M.
Monris, 18 Cameron Street, Toronto,
a letter praying that his suspension
for unmasonic conduct be removed.
Bro. Morris was one of those suspend-
ed for being connected with the so-

ea,lled Grand Lodue of Ontima. In
his letter Lic says: ‘I soon saw the
folly of my action, and for some years
hive witlidrawn, fiom the movement.
I'will not attempt to justify myself.
And I am puzzled now to think how X
ever allowed myself to be persuaded to
joinin amovement which, in my heaxt,
I condemmed.’ The applicant is an
old Mason, having been made in An-
tiquity Lodge, Montreal, twenty-seven
vears ago. A rafevence to the pro-
ceédi\xgs of 1876 shows that he was
suspended by edict of Grand Master
J. K. Kerry, and his case with others
referved to a comimission, the members
of which were B. W. Bros, J. E. Hard-
ing, T. -C..Macnabb and Chauncey
Bennett, who reported recommending
that the suspension of Bro. Morris,
and four others, be continuéd for one
year. Owing to the circuastance,
that he continued his connection with
the spurious body, his suspension hag
never been 1emoved Having, in ad-
dition to theé letter referred to, expres-
sed to me deep vontrition for his con-
duct, and- given assurance that if re-
stored hb- will ever continpe loyal to
this Grand Lodge, I recommend that
his suspension be removed, and that
he be restored io tha status of an unaf-
tiliated 'Mason in good standing.

¢ Cardinal Taschercauw's Manda-
ment” receives this deserved severe
condemnation:—

¢t Lhave been in some doubt whether
or not I ought to notice a document
recently made public by an eminent
and venerable dignitary of the Roman
Catholic Chitwreh in Quebec. Masonry
does not need defence against ordinary
assailants, but the document in ques-
tion is so unjust, its statements are
so unwarranted by facts, and its au-
thor occupiés so high a position, that,
after mature consideration, I have
concluded that I should not let it pass
in silence. Though promulgated by
His Eminence, Cardinal Taschereau,
the paper was adopted by all the Ro-
man Catholic bishops of Quebec; and
I believe that the portion referring t0
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Masonry had the sanction of the Sov.
ereign Pontiff. Among other things,
it says that the Masonio body is ‘& so-
ciety of irreligious men, banded to-
gether under an organization and by
borrible oaths, under the secret puid-
anoe of invisible leaders, for the par-
pose of making war upon the Church
and upon society, and for resusoitating
paganism, under the specious pretext
of establishing liberty, equality and
fraternity throughout the world.’

#You, brethren, do not need to be
told that this characterization of Ma-
gonry is cruelly unjust. That we
might not appear in the eyes of the
world to assent for a moment to sach
injurious and unwerranted assertions,
I have thought it my duty, not with
any desire to enter into controversy,
but wishing simply to protest against
the wrong done our Order, to say that
the aims and teaching of Masonry are
pure and peaceable. We place the
word of God before the neophyte. We
agk him to accept it as his guide, to
reverence it as a sure revelation of Di-
vine will, to seek its counsel, and to
ohey its precepts. Tolerant of other
men's views, we demand that all Ma-
sons shall profess faith in the Supreme
Being, in the immortality of the soul,
and in a state of future rewards and
punishments. Our counsels tend to
peace, brotherly love and charity. To
aid the widow and the orphan, to suc-
cor those in distress, to help those who
need counsel or assistance—these are
our duties.”

¢ 'We give respect and obedience to
the constituted authorities, strive to
promote order, and love our most
gracious Sovereign. The best and the
greatest of men have been Masons.
The illustrious heir to the British
throne is the Grand Master of the
United Grand Lodge of England, and
men, the foremost in arts,in literature,
in arms, in the state,and in the church,
are his brethren and ouys.

«1 dare not say that a bad man
may not be & Mason, but I am very
bold in saying that & good Mason can-
not be & bad man, I regret that

Cardinal Tascherean sholud have beer

so_ill informed respeoting Magonry,.
a8 to preprre and publish the docu-
ment in question.”

M. W. Bro. Murtay’s conclusion is-
as followa:— ‘. ‘

¢ Brethren,—Two years ago yow
entrasted to my hand the gavel, em-
blem of power, receiving from me a
solemn promise that ¥ would in all
things conscientiously discharge the-
important duties of chief ruler in the
Craft, and Grand Master of this Mosé
‘Worsehipful Grand Lodge: The time
approaches when I shall restore it to-
you; but before doing so, 1 desire
gratefolly to acknowledge my indebt-
edness to the officers of Grand Lodge,
to all of whom I am under deep obli-
gation for assistance and advice given
whenever called for, and I especially
name in this conneetion Right Wor-
shipful Brothers Henry Robertson,.
Deputy Grand Master, and J. J. Ma-
son, Grand Seoretary; but not only to-
the officers do I express my gratituds,
but to every member of this. Grand:
Lodge, and to every Masen through--
out the jurisdiction. The honor con-
ferred nupon me last year, when by an
almost nnanimous vote you expressed:
renewed confidence in me, will never
be forgotten. I have to the best off
ny ability conduocted the affairs of
this Grand Lodge. The labor has
been great, but I am far more than
recompensed in the knowledge that
when my successor shall have been
electcd and instelled, and enters upon:
the duties of his office, I will retire
secure in the affection and esteem of
my brethren.”

The following Grand Officers were:
eleoted :—

Hy. Robertson, Collingwood, G.M.

R. T. Walkem, Kingston, D. G. M.

J. E. D'Avignon, Windeor, G. 8. W.

‘W. 3. Simpson, Brockville, G. 3. W.
Rev. O, L. Worrell, Morrisburg, G. Chap,-
E. Mitcbell, Hamilton, G. Treas.

G. J. Bennett, Parkdale, G. R.

J. J. Xason, Hamilton, G. Sec.

John Grant, Brockville, G Tyler.
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DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTER'S.

1, Brie—Robt. M. Stuart, Dresden,

2, 8t. Olair—John Sinolair, Petrolia.

3, London—Luke Slater, 8¢t. Thomas,

4, Bouth Huron—Christopher McLellan,
Stratford.

5, North Huron—J. F. H. Gunn, Walker-

ton.

6, Wilson—J. C. Hegler, Ingersoll.

7, Wellington—T. P. Smith, Elora.

8, Hamilton —W. Kerns, Barlington.

9, Georgian—H., 8. Broughton, Bradford.
10, Nisgara—T. 8. M. Tipton, Dunnville.
11, Toronto—J. Ross Robertson, Toronto.
12, Ontario—~Robert McCaw, Oshawa.
13, Prince Edward —Jas. Tulloch, Stirling
14, Frontenac—Fred’k Welch, Kingston.
35, St.Lawrence—A. L. Riddal, Brockville
16, Ottawa—Jas. H. Burritt, Pembroke.
17, Algoma~-A.W. Thompson, Pt.Arthur.

The following were elected members
of the Board of General Purposes :—

R.W. Bro. D. McLellan, P.G.8.W. Hamilt'n
s D. Ross, P.D.D.G.M., Picton.
s I, H. Henderson, P. D. D.G. M.,

Belleville.

# T, Sergant, P.D.D.G.M., Toronto.
“ R.B.Hungerford, * London.
¢« J, 8. Dewar, 2LG.J.W., London.
s J, H. Widdifield, P. D.D. G. M.,

Newmaearket.

* Robt. Hendry, P.D.D.G.M., King-
ston,

¢ Hy. Macpherson, P.G.S.W., Owen
Snund.

% J. G. Burps, P.D.D.G.M,, Toronto.

The following were appointed mem-
bers of the Board by the Grand Mas-
ter:—

R.W.Bro. E. H. Long, P.G.Reg., Waterford.

¢ K. Plant, P.G.8.W., Ottawa.

¢« F.C. Martin, P.G.Reg., Woodstack.

R, Radcliffe, P.D.D.G.M., Goderich.

¢ F.J. Menet, € Toronto.

s¢  Allan MeLean, P.G.S.W., Kingston.

« D, H, Martyn, P. D. D, G. M., Kin.
cardine.

¢ E.H.,D. Hall, P.D.D.G.M., Peter-
borough.

¢« Jobn Cressor, P.D.D.G.M., Owen
Sonnd.

¢« James Reynolds, P. D. D. G. IM,,
Brockville.

Followingare theappointed officers:

V. W.Bro. Colin W. Postlethwaite, Toronto,
Grand Senior Deacon.
* Lo F, A. Maingy, Ottawa, Grand
Junior Deacon.
4 Wm, H. Ponton, Belleville, Grand
Supt. of Works.

V.W.Bro. John Kerr, Ingersoll, Grand Dir.

of Ceremonies.

¢ Richard E. Gallagher, Hamilton,
Adst. Grand {Secratary.

¢ Herbert C. Simpeon, London, Asgt,
Grand Dir, of Cer.

“ Henry J. Wilkinson, Xingston,
Grand Sword Besarer.

¢ Arthur W.Carkeek, Toronto, Grand
Organist. '

“  YLevi Secord, M.D., Brantford, Asst.
Grand Organist.

¢« Alex. Stewart, Brookville, Grand
Parsuivant.

GRAND STEWABDS.

V.W.Bro. William B. Dokerty, St. Thomas,
“ Tohebod Baker, Btratford.
¢ Tdward H. Thompson, Niagara,
* Frank B. Gregory, Collingwood.
% James Scott, Wallaceburg.
*  John M. Hart, Cannington.
¢ Walter Paterson, Jr., Peterboro’.
“  John Tindale, Fergus. '
¢ Richard Nokes, Soutbampton.
*  Alva Trusler, Camlachie.
¢« John J. Buckley, Penetanguishene.
¢ David T, Ferguson, Rat Portage.

PRSI S —

Bovnron. — Officers of True Blue
Lodge, No. 98, G. R. C., installed by
'W. Bro. Robt. King, June 24, 1886:
~~W Bro Geo Beamish, 1P M; W Bro
Samuel § Snell, W M; Bros William
Tepper, MD; J K McEwen, J W;
Alfred Doig, Treas; W G Jessop,
Seo; Thos Fisher, Chap; D A Ken-
nedy, 8 D; R Clarridge, J D; Thos
Elliott, I G; A McAlhster, Tyler.

Owexn Sounp. — Officers of 8t.
Georgs’s Liodge, No. 88, G.R.C., in-
stalled by W. Bro. Allan Cameron, on
the 24th June, 1886:—W Bro Wm
‘Wilson, I P M; W Bro W J Graham,
W M (ve elected); Bros Hugh Reid,
S W; Duncan Mozrison, J W; Robt
Wightman, Treas; Ewing Cameron,
Sec; Thomas Bosrdman, Org; Jas
Sanderson, S D; Chas E Munro, J D;
Jas F Creighton, S S; Wm G Little,
J 8; Thos C Reed, I G; Thos Cole-
man, Tyler; Robt Stodart, D of C.

The General - Grand Chapter of,
Royal Arch Masons of the United
States, will hold its twenty-sixth tri-
ennial convocation at Washington
beginning on September 27th next.
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e Oamading Cxaftanoam,

Port Hope, August 15, 1886

ATATAATATANNT LIVAA ARNATNT MAR T SR VS G L

GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA.

The Twenty-ninth Anuaal Convo-
-cation of the Grand Chapter of Royal
Arch Masons of Canada, was held in
the Masonic Hall, Windsor, on Fri-
day, 16th of July.

Following we give a few extracts of
general interest from the address of
M. E. Comp. Thomas Sargant, Grand
2.:—

To the Most fuaeellent the Grand Chap-
ter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada.
+«GREETING!

ConPANIONS,—

. Time withitsevolutionshas brought
us to the Twenty-ninth Convocation
of this Grand Chapter, another year
is past, with its pleasure and pain, its
joys and sorrows, its successes and
adversities, its work for the Master
in the vineyard here below, yet let
me hope that in that work we have
had before us the great aim of man-
kind, viz,, the upholding and upbuild-
ing of our fellowmen, the assisting
and counselling of our Ccmpanions
who have comse to us burdened with
their griefs and troubles, and at this
the close of another Masonic year may
we be able to say that in every action
and word we have been prompted by
the teachings of those lessons which
are inculcated in every degree in our
beantiful and exulting rite.

I welcome you here to day with
gratitude to our Divine Master that
we are again permitted to see each
other face to face, and enjoy the re-
anion of friendship, and take counsel
together for the benefit of the Order.
Although it is with pain, I have to
notice the absence of some who for
-yearswere constantin theirattendance
at our convocations, bat to whom we
{rast has been said, ‘“Well done good

gmd faithfal servant. enter into the
joy of thy Lord.”

Referring to the Reports of the Dis-

trict Superintendents, the Grand Z.
says:—

The reports of the Grand Snperin-
tendents will be laid hefore you,
and I must say that the tone of some
of them are not as encouraging as I
would desire, but trust that during
the coming year some means, such as
Chapters of Instruction may be adopt-
ed in every district, thereby enabling
the Companions to thoroughly under-
stand the proper working of the de-
grees and giving greater zest and in-
terest in every Chapter in the juris-
diction.

Under the heading of a “New
Chapter,” M. E. Comp. Sargant
sayd:— .

An application was received from g
number of duly registered Royal Arch
Masons residing in Lindsay praying
for a dispensation fo organize a Chap-
ter to be called Midland. While I
am not in favor of increasing the
number of Chapters in this jurisdie-
tion unless under very nnexception-
able circumstances, having carefully
considered this application, and from
the very earnest recommendation re-
ceived from the Grand Superintendent
of the Ontario District, R. E. Comp.
J. B. Trayes, and at the same time
knowing the zeal of the E. Comp.
nominated as the 1st Principal, Comp.
Wallace, I acceded to their wishes
and granted the dispensation.

I also received an application for &
dispeneation to anthorize a Chapter
to be opened at Melbourne, Colony
of Victoria, Australia, which owing to
its importance, I considered desirable
to lay before you for decision.

Referring to the amalgamation of
the two Chapters at Kingston, the ad-
dress eays:—

Early in Jenuary I received a com-
munication from the Companions of
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Ancient Frontenae Chapter No. 1,
and Cataraqui, No. 12, Kingston,
stating that they were desirous of
smalgamating these two Chapters,
but that they were anxious to retain
both the names and the old warrants,
and enquiring of me if I could grant
them a dispensation to meet their
views. I carefully considered the
matter and gave them the following
permission, viz.: That the name of
the Chapter shoald be Auncient Fron-
fenac and Cataraqui Chapter No. 1,
G. R. C.. under which the Chapter is
to work, and that they might retain
both warrants after having had a
-copy of the resolution, which had
been unanimously adopted by both
‘Chapters, endorsed upon said war-
rauts by the Grand Seribe E., and the
warrant of Cataraqui Chapter being
-cancelled on the roll.

I am pleased to say that the amal-
gamation has been happily effected.
The Companions in Kingston are to
be congratulated in having go sensibly
adopted a plan which to my mind
oould be carried out with equally good
results in other localities where the
Chapters are in a languishing condi-
tion. Buch a course would bs the
means of combining the energy and
talent of & number of Companions,
thereby meking one good earnest and
energetic Chapter in place of two or
more weakly ones, which would re-
flect credit upon themselves and our
whole institution.

Under “Representatives,”
Grand Z. proceeds:—

The Grand Chapter having duly
yeoognized the Grand Chapfers of
Dakota and Washington Territory,
the Grand High Priest of these re-
-gpective Chapters requested me to
recommend & Compunion a8 their re-
presentative in this jurisdiotion. I
therefore nominated the following:
R. E. Comp. R, B. Hungerford, for
Dekota; Comp. Hugh Murray, for
‘Washington Territory, which 1 am
happy to state have been coufirmed.
And g3 theze Companions are present

the

with us, and will present their cre-
dentials, I trust you will accord to
them that welcome whioh will shaw
to our aister Grand Chapters that
thege courtesies are sppreciated by us.

Daring the year I have nominated
as our representatives at the respee-
tive Grand Chapters the following
Oompanions whose appointments
have been confirmed:

Dakots, M. E. Comp. Wm. Blatt;
Georgia, M. E. Comp. W. A. Gra-
ham; Illinois, E. Comp. Archibald
MoLellan; Kansas, M. E. Comp.
Jacob DeWitt; Washington Territory,
M. E. Comp. A. McCully; New York,
E. Comp. Hotace G. Hopkins.

This last to fill a vacancy caused by
the death of Comp. John S. Bowen,
our former representative,

The Finances of the Graund Chap-
ter are in a satisfactory condition ag

will be seen from the following
synopsis:—

The receipts for the past year have

been $1879.19, which with the cash
balaneo after the investments author-
ized to be made makes the amount
$8,082.20, and the expenditure $1,-
826.50, leaving a oash balance in
Bank of Commeres of $1,205.70.
- During the year the Deminion
Government redeemed the stock whick
was held by Graud Chapter and the
amount was invested in the Western
Canada Permanent Building Society's
bonds beating 5% interest, The $8,-
000 authorized by Grand Chapter to
be invested by the Committce ap-
pointed at last Convocation have been
placed by them (with my approval) in
the Toronto General Trust Co. for
five years bearing §%.

Last Maroh I received noctification
from the Land Security Co. in whick
we are stockholders of $1,500 paid
up stock, that & new issue-had been
made at a premium of 25%, and cur
allotment was ninety shares, Thesa
shares have been accepted on your ba-
half and 1t is for you to decide whether
you will retain them or disposs of.
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them at a promium. From the fact
that they do not contemplafe calling
up more than 25% of the amount,
making our payment $450, it is just a
question whether this is a feasible in-
vestment for Grand Chapter funds.
T leave the matter in your hands.
All these investments are made in the
name of the Grand %., Grand Trea-
surer and Grand Seribe E., and are
represented as follows:
Western Canada Perma.

nent Building Society, $4,500.00 bear’z57,
“Toronto Gen%ralé[‘rusgié 8,000.00 « 57

o"

L:t?:%k?? ST 1,500.00 pay’g 10 %

TLiand Becurity Co., new
ey Gou me 90.00 « 10Y

$9,000.00

In the financial Statement of the
Grand Treasurer be has always placed
the Land Security Co. Stock at par
though it is worth in the vicinity of
559 premium. The financial stand-
ing of the Grand Chapter is as fol-
Iows:

Investments.....coceiiiinnnes $ 9,090.00
Cash i BanKesse.oveuiocnnaanns 1,205.70
. $10,295.70

M. E. Comp. Sargant made & num-
ber of official visits to Chapters, and
we are confident good resulted there-
from.

The Grand Z. pays a well deserved
compliment to R. E. Comps. McLellan
and Mitchell. He says:—

It is indeed gratifying to me to bear
testimony to the indefatigable zeal in
the interests of this Grand Chapter of
our Grand Soribe E., R. E. Comp.
David Meliellan, and oar Grand
Treasurer, R. . Comp. E. Mitchell;
both of these Companions have the
welfare of Grand Chapter always at
heart, and I earnestly pray they may
Yong be spared to ocontinue their
efforts in your hehelf.

Under “Obituary” the departed
_are remembered in fitting terms:—
{ompanions, although we are per-

mitted to be present at this convoca-~
tion, we cannot but with feelings of
pain and anguish miss those fices
vith whom we hive been familiar in
days gone by. It has pleased the Su-
preme Architect of the Universe,
through His wisdom and goodness, to
call many of our number to the Grand
Chapter above, but let us esrnestly
hope that while it is our loss it is-
their eternal gain. We trust they
have entered into that inheritance:
which will never fade away, prepared
for all who truly love and serve him.
It warns us that death comes to ali,
and thet our days are numbered.
May our actions, words and deeds be
such that when our time to depart
comes, as come it must, we will leave-
behind us those memories that will
b% cherigshed by our Companions in
labor, that theirloss may be our gain.
We have to mourn the loss of R. E,
Comp. R. Ramsay, P. G. 8. N., who
died from the effects of an accident
4th January, 1886. He was to say
the least of him a kind, good hearted
friend, being generous to = fault.

Our_representative, R. E. Comp.
John 8. Bowen, at the-Grand Chap-
ter of New York, died 81st July, 1885.
He had held that position in relation
to this Grand Chapter for many years.

I recommend that memorial pages
be placed in our proceedings to com-
memorate their names.

We quote the M. E. Companion’s
conclusion in fall:—

Lastly, my Companions, I desire to
speak plainly to you in reference to a
few of the facts which have come
under my notice during the past year.
It has been a subject of grave con-
sideration to me and many others in
surveying the condition of some of the
Chapters of our jurisdiction. Whyis
this and what can be accomplished to
remedy the evil. The reports of the
Superintendents -clearly state thab
meny Chapters are elmost dormant,
yet they give no satisfactory explana-
tion. : '

Is there not & degree of apathy and
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jodifferonce exhibited smongst the
officers of Chapters?  Is the work as
faithfully and correctly rendered as it
was-in the olden time? Is there not
too much anxiety, about past rank in
both Subordinate and Grand Chap-
ter? Do we devote that energy and
qgoiduity in getting up that work
-which it is our duty to do, and to
which we have been obligated? Let
us pause and carefully examine our-
selves and see if the fault be in us.
‘When we are present in our Chapters
- dowe correot irregularities, and check
errors 88 is our duty as raulers and
voterans in the craft? If we do nof,
then we are culpable and deserving of
-gensure. I heore state it plainly to
you that I have observed too much
slipshod work. That in degrees which
if properly communicated the candi-
dates receiving them would have been
deeply impressed with the leasons that
we teach, but who having hud these
degrees conferred in a careless and
neglectful manner have been satisfied
with having taken the Royal Arch de-
grees, and we see them seldom if ever
1in the Chapter again.

Let me beseech of you all to pon-
der well thismatter that T have brought
before your notice, and see earnestly
$oit whether a change cannot be made
that will give Instre, brightness and
success to the sublime degrees of the
Holy Royal Arch.

In conelusion, Companions, I thank
you for the many acts of kindnees I
have received from many of you dur-
ing this year, earnestly trusting that
we may all be blessed by the Most
High in all our undertakings through
life, and that when we have finished
our work here below we may be ad-
judged worthy of a place in that
spiritual temple, that house not made
with hands eternal in the heavens.
So mote it be.

Taomas Sareanr, G. Z.

_ The address was referred to the
Ezecutive Committee, which reported
a8 follows:—

. The Executive Committes have ex-
amined, with much care, the able ad-
dress of the M. Ex. the Grand Z., and
bear testimony to the zeal with which
he has discharged the duties of his
high office. :

They regret to learn that the Royal
Craft has not made such advancement
during the past year as could have
been desired, and sincerely hope that
by the adoption of Chapters of In-
struction, as resommended by the M.
Ex. the Grand Z., new energy will be
infused into the Chapters with bene-
ficial results,

The amalgamation of the two Chap-
ters at Kingston will, we feel agsured,
strengthen and improve Royal Arch
Masonry in the Limestone city.

The exchange of representatives by
geveral Grand Chapters of the United
States and this Grand Chapter, will
tend to perpetuate the friendship and
kindly feeling which so happily exists
between this Grand Chapter and those
of the United States.

They recommend that Grand
Chapter approve of the nominations.

R. Exz. Comp. R. B. Hungerford,
as the representative of the Grand
Chapter of Dakota, and Comp. Hugh
Murray as the representative of the
Grand Chapter of Washington terri-
tory. As our esteemed Comp. Hugh
Murray is not & member of Grand
Chapter, they respectfully recom-
mend that the rank of a Past Z. be
conferred upon him. They feel as-
sured that Grand Chapter in confer-
ring that high henor upon so- distin-
guished a crattsman as thedmmedigte:
Past Grand Master of iiisvirafd
Lodge of Canads will do hgi'or fo it-
gelf, They are gratified to lerirl that
the Grand Z. has been enahled to
make so0 many official visits, as such
visits cannot but have a-most bene-
ficial effect upon the Chapters visited.

All of which: is fraternally submit-
ted,

Danier Sery,. Chairman.

A pleasing feature oftheméetingwas
the conferring of the rank of PastZ.
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on Comp. Hugh Murray, of Hamil-
fon.

The election of officers was pro-
ceeded with, resulting as followa:—

M, E. Comp. Thomas Sargant, Toronto,
Grand 2.

R. E. #  Robert Hendry, jr., King-

ston, Grand H.

R. B. Hungerford, London,

Grand J.

<t “

ORAND SUPERINTENDENTS.
R. E. Comp. Peter A. Craig, Windsor, St.

Clair District.
V. E. « 8. 8. Clutton, Aylmer, Lon-
don District.
R E. s C. L. Beard, Woodstock,
‘Wilson District.
R.E, “  Wm. Cowan, Galt, (re-el'd)
‘Wellington District.
V. E. ¢  Hy. Bickford, Dundas,Ham-
ilton District.
R.E. ¢ DeWitt H. Martyn, Kincar-
dine (ve-el'd) Huron District.
V.E. ¢ John M, Clement, Niagarsa,
Niagara District.
. ¢«  Seymour Porter, Toronto,
Toronto District.
R.E. ¢« J. B.Trayes, Port Hope(re
elected) Ontario District.
E. ¢« J.J. Farley, Belleville, P.
Edward District.
R. E, «  Edwin Plant, Ottawa (re-
elected) Central District.
E. «  Wm. J. Logan, St. John, N.
Brenswick District.
E. ¢ John Kerr, Brydon, Rat

Port: g1, Manitoba District.

R. E. Comp. David McLellan, Hamilton,
(re-el'd) Grand S. E.

RB.E., ¢ E Mitchell, Hamilton, (re-
. elected) Grand Treas.
V. E. ¢«  Jas, D. Christie, Chatham,
Grand S. N.
V. E. ¢« Joseph Beck, Baltford,
Grand P. 8.
V. E. «  John A. Wills, Toronto,

Grand Reg.

And by an open vote of Grand
Chapter Comp. John Grant, of Brock-
ville, Grand Janitor,

The following named Companions
were elected members of the Execu-
tive Committee:—

R. E. Comp. Henrty Robertson Colling.

*® 3
(13 [

wood.
John Creasor, Owen Sound.
James B. Nixon, Toronto.

——

R. E. Comp. John ‘Ross Robertson, To«
. ronto. -
E. ¢ John 8. Dewar, London.

M. E. Comp. Daniel Spry, R. E..
Comps. Otto Klotz and J. J. Mason.
compose the Committee on Benevo-
lence. ‘

The Grand Z. appointed as mem--
bers of the Executive Committee:—

R. E. Comp. A. G. Smyth, London.
o ¢ 'Wm. Forbes, Grimsby.
“ ¢ 'Wm. Gibson, Beamsville.
“ ¢ Wm. G. Reid, Hamilton.
E. ¢ 8. G. Fairtlongh, Kingston..

Following are the appointed officexs
for the current year:—

E. Comp. John 8. Dewar, London, Grand
1 1st Asst. Soj.

¢ "¢« John Waring, Picton, Grand 2nd-
Asst Soj.
Elias T. Malone, Toronto, Grand.
Sword Bearer.
¢« w8, G. Fairtlough, ZXKingston,
Grand M. of Veils.
H. J. M. Wilson, Toronto, Grand.
Standard Bearer.
W. 8. 8. Jackson, Toronto,
CGrand Dix. of Cer.
Jas. M. Dann, Welland, Grand'

“ 13

Organist.

¢« «  Geo. J. Bennett, Parkdale,
Grand Puarsuivant.

¢« ‘Walter Paterson, jr., Paterboro’,
Grand Steward.

o« James A. Malcolm, Hamilton,
Grand Steward,

“ «  Nathaviel Greening, Dundas,-
Grand Steward.

¢ w  Adam Borngasser, Sharon,
Grand Steward.

The next meeting of Grand Chap-
ter will be held at Brogkville, on Fri--
day, 15th July, 1887.

BENEVOLENCE,

Grand Lodge and Private Liodges:
Benevolence during the fiscal year
from 81st May, 1885, to lst June
1886, as taken from Proceedings and
from Report of Chairman of the Com--
mittee on Benevolence, M. W.Bro: Otto-
Klotz, of the Grand Lodge of Canada.
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Grand Lodge grants July, 1885 .8 9,130 00
Three Aunnuities as perresolution
of G. L 825 00

...................

Local Boards of Relief by contri.
bution from Lodges.

Toronto...oveveue.n.. $ 519 8
Hemilton............ 245 66
Zondon........con... 312 65
Ottawe ..........¢00. 90 00
Kingston............. 308 64
Peoterborough......... 42 00
Chatham.. 83 55
Gueigh..eooovvevee.. 2480
Stratford............. 70 50
St. Thomas c.eeveivess wenn..
(¢ 71 3 T 3 80
Strathroy .......o0v.. 28 50
Goderich............. 78 73
Windsor .....cevvvee 44 00
Woodstock. ........ el 13
758 5 o U
Brookvilleseeeiviienes 119 25
Petrolite....oneinns 100 94
OwenSound........... 25 80
Clifton.....evciniive vnen
2,179 80
$12,284 80

EXPENDITURE BY PRIVATE LODGES.

23 50
& 20 50
- $ 1,050 35

Total Expenditure by Grand
Lodge and by Private Lodges —
Grand Total ........ceunns $13,285 15

t

as reported; this of course does not
inoclade expenditure for benevolence
by individual brethren, neither the
oxpenditure of lodges which failed to
make “Return” td Grand Lodge.
We also find the lodges given which
have failed to make “Return” as re-
quired by Grand Lodge rale, in con-
sequence of which future grants will
not be paid until such “Returns” are:
properly made.

It is deeply to be regretted that.
there are lodges so unmindful of their
duty in this respect, that they there-
by deprive poor and needy widows,
brethren and orphans of Grand Lodge-
aid; especially as it is so simple a.
matter to fill up properly the blanks.
in the printed forms sent to them by
the Grand Seoretary and to forward
them in due time, that all delay and.
unnecessary corregpondence may be
avoided, and the deserving needy re-
ceive their aid without delay.

We hereby give a list of the lodges
thus in arrears, in the hope that this
raay stir them up to do their duty:
Returns due 1879, Lodge No. 15, $40;
1880, No. 94, $40; No. 853, $30;
1881, No. 179, $40; No. 812, $80;
1882, No. 15, $20; No. 169, $30; No.
168, $20; No. 217, $80; No. 289,
$80; 1888, No. 39, $20; No. 210,
$40; No. 284, $40; No. 821,
$40; 1884, No. 82, $90; No. 125,
$90; No. 168, $20; No. 196, $20; No.
215, $20; No. 225, $40; No. 265,
$50; and 1885, No. 10, $50; No. 86,
$20; No. 54, $60; No. 74, $30; No.
80, $70; No. 99, $90; No. 126, $60;
No. 187, $20; No. 140, $80; No. 165,
$80; No. 174, $30; No. 189, $50; No.
198, $20; No. 284; $20; No. 288,
$40; No. 807, $20; No. 854, $20; No.
862, $20. -

It is certainly not an unreasonable
demand of Grand Lodge to require
eanch Private Liodge, through whose
Master for the time being a grant has
been made payable, to certify, not
only that the orders for such granf
have been yopcoived, for that can he
proved by the eudorsation thereof,
but also to certify that such money
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‘has faithfully and fully been paid over
to the party to whom it was granted;
which an unknown name or ocoasion-
ally a mere X endoreed i the order is
not considered sufficient evidence.

THE LIQUOB MOTION AT LAST
GRAND LODGE.

In accordance with previous notice
-of motion, V. W. Bro. J. A. Wills
brought up the following:—“That no
lodge shall permit to be used in any
room used by them for either hall,
lodge-room, or at the refreshment
table, wines or spirits ox other intoxi-
-cating liquor.”

Whereupon M. W. Bro. O.to Klotz
rose to & point of order: holding that
this was an attempt at an infringe-
ment of the rights and privileges
guaranteed to every Freemason under
the “Ancient Charges,” which “An-
.cient Charges” Grand Liodge had no
power to legislate upon by either
altering, amending or repealing the
same, or any part or portion thereof;
& summary of which ¢ Ancient
Charges” 18 read to every Master-
elect on his installation, to each of
which he gives his unqualified assent,
and in his subsequent obligation he
declares that he will observe, and fo
the utmost of his power and ability
strictly enforce obedience to those
charges and regulations, to which he
has already given his assent.

M.W.Bro. XKlotz maintained, that if
Grand Lodge wers to assnme the
power of chaeging any portion of the
¢t Ancient Charges,” Grand Lodge
might likewise assume to change,

alter, or abrogate any one of our
“Liandmarks,” as many of these were
Iaid down in those “*Ancient Charges;”
that, in fact, the ¢ Ancient Charges ™
were all “Landmarks,” inasmuch as

none of thcm could be changed,
amended, or repealed.

He then read the clause uponr
which he founded his reason to raise
the point of order:—<Behaviour after
the lodge is over, and the brethren
not gone.”

“You may enjoy yourself with in-
nocent mirth, treating one another
according to ability, but avoiding all
excess, or forcing any brother to eat
or drink beyond his inclination, or
hinder him from going when his oa-
casione cell him, or doing or saying
anything offénsive, or that may for-
bid an easy and free conversatisn, for
that would blast our harmony, and
defeat our laudable purposes. There-
fore, no private piques or qusairels
must be brought within the door of
the lodge, far less any quarrels about
religion, or nations, or State policy,
we being only as Masons, of the uni-
versal® religion above-mentioned; we
are also of all nations, tongaes, kin-
dreds and languages, and are resolved
against all politics, as what never yet
conduced to the welfare of the lodge,
nor ever will,”

A brotker on the floor of Grand
Lodge, held that the word ‘‘treating”
did not include spirituous liquor; bus
Bro. Klotz appeared to be prepared
for such a remark, and then gave the
def wition of the word ‘‘trest,” from
our standard dictionaries, as follows :

“IWebster: Treat v.t. To give food
or drink, especially ihe latter, as a
compliment or expression of regard,
88 to treat the whole company.

“Treat v. 1. To give food or drink,
especially the latter, as a compliment
or expression of regard.

“Treat n. An entertainment given
as an expression of regard as a part-
g treat.—Dryden.

I\ 'orchester - Treat v. a. To enter-
tain with food or drink, or both, with-
~at charge.—Johnson.

“Treat v.n. To make gratuitous
entertainment, to supply another with
good cheer, ag with drivk. If we do
not please, at least we treat.—I"rior.

“Treat n. An entertainment given,
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-a8 of food or drink, or both; a feast,
or banquet.

¢ Buch professions, when recom-
mended by a treat, dispose an audi-
encé to hear reason.” —Collier.

Bro. Klotz maintained that the defi-
uition of treating clearly showed that
the privileges of a Mason, after the
lodge is closed and the brethren nor

- GONE, hence while they are still in the
lodge or in the ante-rooms of the
lodge, granted him the right to treat,
with meal or drink, without restric-
tion as to the kind of meal or drink,
any one, or more, of his brethren

. there and then; that this privilege
was gusranteed by the ¢ Ancient
{Charges,” which Grand Liodge had no
power to change or repeal; that
therefore the motion of Bro. Wills
was not in order, and submitted the
point to the ruling of the M. W. the
‘Grand Master.

The M. W. the Grand Master ac-
gordingly ruled the motion out of or-
-der.

It appears that cousiderable dis-
satisfaction at this ruling has been
expressed by several members of
Grand Lodge, who are either belong-
ing to the Order of Good Templars,
or are otherwise pledged to enforce
total abstinence upon every society
of which they are members; but it
apgears to us that these good breth-
ren have lost sight of the fact, that
the other societies to which they be-
long, and which impose upon them
certain obligations relating to the en-
forcement of total abstinence, are of
& modern date, created and formed
centuries after the establishwent of
the Masonic Fraternity, and even
centuries after those “Ancient Charg-
es” were declared inviolable and un-
alterable. That they have no right
to bring into Grand Liodge and insist
on theintroduction of obligations from
modern societies, whereby any of the
«Ancient Charges,” which they them-
gelves have solemnly declared to ob-
serve, and to the utmost of theirpower
and atility strictly eufores obediencs

to, wili in any way be changed or re-
pealed.

We have, since hearing in Grand
Lodga ¢ks above arguments, and fhe
M. W. the Grand Master's ruliog,
given this subject careful considera-
tion, and we feel fally convinced that
that ruling was sound, and fully in
harmony with the letter as well as
with the spirit of the * Ancient
Charges.”

Once commence an infringement of
the same, and who will eay where it
may end. Take away the right to
treat in moderation, as guaranteed by
the clause ahove quoted, why, we ask,
might not the other portion of that
clause which prohibits discussions
gbout religion or politics be repealed
upon the sameplea? Why mightnot
some of our brethren, who, according
to their religious tenets are forbidden
the use of meat from the swine, move
that in futare, at any Masonic feast
or banquet, ham, bacon, pork, and
sausages shall be exciuded ? Why
might not any other part or clause of
those “*Ancient Charges’ be repealed,
a8 the “Grand Orient” of France some
years agn did, by abolishing the belief
in God ?

We sincerely trust that never any
attempt at coercion upon the subject
under consideration will be made iz
Grand Lodgs, but the same be left to
the judgment of the brethren while
meeting in their private lodge-rooms.

It would be well to bear in mind,
that although the right.to treat in the
lodge-room, so generally practiced in
ancient times, and even during the
first half of the present century, has
never been repealed, its practice hag
gradually decreased by mutunal con-
seunt, and without any coercive or pro-
hibitory law npon that subject; and
a8 far 28 lodges under the Grand
Lodge of Canads are concerned, it
may safely be said, that that practice
belongs to the past, and even that
troating after the lodge is closed and
the brethren not gone,—that ig, treat-
ing with food or drink in one of the
ante-rooms of the lodge, is also grad-
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ually going out of custom, and that
it is only on special ocoasions that
food or drink are furnished on the
lodge premises, or ab entertainments
of the brethren. Why, then, try to
use force or coercion, when the good
taste of the brethren during the last
thirty or forty years has given unmis-
takeable evidence, that eating and
drinking in the lodge-room or its ante-
room, a&s practiced by our ansient
brethren, is not an essential element
for srdinary lodge meeting-nights,
and not in harmony with the spirit of
the times in which we now live; but
that at festivals or banquets, which
are exclusively held for the celebra
tion of some one or other event,
where innocent mirth, social inter-
course, toasts, speeches, songs and
zecitations, take the place of “work”
and lodge business in general, it is
considered proper to furnish and to
use in moderation, such food and
drink as the brethren feel inclined to
provide.

AncastEr. — Officers of Seymour
Tiodge, No. 272, G.R.C., installed by
W. Bro. T. K. Epps:—W Bro T E
$pps, IP M; W Bro S A Findley,
W M; Bros John Richards, S W;

"Rev W R Clark, J W; W Bros B W
Donnelly, Treas; A D Robarts, Sec;
Bros D C Shaver, Chap; P Middleton,
8 D; & Henderson, J D; R G Ten-
plar, S S; A E Manning, J S; Jos
Orr, I G; M I Olmsted, D of C.

Ler us have Masons who will be
true to their obligations, active and
earnest in sharing in the work of the
Craft, and life-lopg lovers of the fra-
ternity; men who will read. We have
men in the Craft who never subsecribe
for & Masonic paper or buy a Masonie
book; those kind of men, as a general
zale, never attend the Liddge or other
society unless they hold office. They
aspire to be great, but nature has
done for them what art and science
can never remove—they are “rough
ashlars.”

LOVE AT SECOND SIGHT.

“How do you feel now, mother
dear?’ asked a tender young voice.
«Is your head any better?”’

“No, Mabel. It aches and aches,
until I almost wish I could die. Lay
your hand bere.”

Mabel’s cheek paled as her mother
took her hand and pressed it against
her burning temple.

Such fire would soon burn out life’s
flickering taper.

She wet a cloth and bound it round
the fevered head. Asshe did so the
sick woman gave a sigh of relief. She
opened her eyes and turned a grateful
look upon the girl. :

‘Do you know, Mabel,” she said
feebly, I dreamed last night of the
dear old home where we lived before
vour father died. You were a wee tod-
dling baby then. It scems tome, if I
could have some of the flowers that
grewv in the garden in front of the

ouse, the very smell of them would
cure me."

Tears rushed to Mabel’s eyes They
lived in the great crowded city, and
they were poor. Mabel could not spare
from her scanty hoard even the trifling
sum for which she could buy a bunch
of flowers from the vendors who were
stationed at so many difterent places
along the street.

How could she get some of the fra-
grant treasures for her mother?

Suddenly came a thought of an old-
fashioned mansion a little way out of
the city. It was embowered in a wil-
derness of bloom.

Surely it would be no harm for her-
to go and ask for some flowers; they
could but refuse them.

B She beat over the invalid and kissed
er.

“Mother,” she said softly, “i yom
will be content to stay alone for a few
hours I think I can gratify your long-
ing, if not for the blussoms that grow
about your old home, for some just like
them. I will ask Mrs. Gray to come
iln ;q‘nd give you your medicine regular-

Mrs. Gray was a kind-hearted wo-
man who occupied a part of the house
in which they lived, and she readily
consented to minister to the invalid’s
comfort in any way she could during
Mabel's absence.

It was not without a tremor thad
Mabel at Jast found herself in a broad,
neatlv-kept path which led to the
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Gwinne mansion.

A huge mastiff sprang toward her as
she neared the house.

“Down, Nero! Down

The speaker was an _old gentleman,
who evidently feared that the approach
of the dog would intimidate Mabel.
But Nero contented himself with a
good-natured sniff, reserving his fiercer
side for a more suspicious party.

His master look pleased to sce Mabel
pat his head fearlessly. The truth was,
now that she was in the presence of the
stately old master of the place, her
heart failed her, and she was glad of
an excuse to defer asking for the tlow-
ers.

“Well, miss,”” he said courteously,
sccan I do anything to put you in the
way of findiug the person you are seek-
ing:’)77

“It is you, sir. Icame to ask you
for some flowers for my sick mother.”

<Pick all you want. The move the

m

better. You are welcome to all you
can carry.”’
Just then Mabel heard a clear,

ringing voice shout: “Grandfather!”
and out of the cool, tiled hall, of which
an enchanting glimpse was visible
through the open door, came a youth
who looked to her like some prince
from a fairy land.

She was not accustomed to the luxu-
rious habits of the rich, and his dark-
blue velvet dressing-gown, fastened by
its cord of shimmering, woven gold,
and the richly embroidered smoking-
cap which rested on his curly head,
seemed to her altogether too gorgeous
a toilet for a mortal like herself.

But the illusion only lasted for a
moment. A pair of brown eyes, just
the color of a ripe chestnut, glanced at
her curiously as their owner came down
the walk.

“You are just the one I want, Chaun-
cey. Get my pruning-shears and a
basket off the table in the lower hall,
and bring them to me.”

Chauncey soon returned with the de-
sired articles, and Mabel found herself
following Mr. Gwinne into the garden.
She was soon laden with fragrant
spoils, and was sent homeward rejoic-
ing with a kindly:

“Come again when these are faded,”
from Mr. Gwinne.

When Mabel reached home and her
mother saw the flowers, she put out
ber hands with a delighted exclama-
tion.

“(zive them to me, child, quick! The
very sight of them gives me new
strength!”’

And when Mabel put the fragrant
clusters into her hands, she held them
to her face in a mute caress.

After a while she turned her eyes up-
on Mabel, with a look in them which
startled the girl by its intensity.

She was not like Mabel, who was
slight and pale, and who looked even
more childish than her years, with only
her heavy mass of rippling curls and
her dark, appealing eyes to redeem
her face from absolute plainness. She
had evidently once been a woman of
queenly form and of magnificent beau-
ty. Even now her great fever-bright
eyes and hollow cheeks bore a wierd,
specter-like semblance of health, but it
was delusive.

*My darling,” she whispered, ‘you
have brought me a blessing, and you
shall be rewarded. To-morrow I will
throw pride to the winds, and dictate
a letter to my father which shall restore
my child to her rights. Oh, Mabel,
nature is an unerring teacher, and in
your love and’ ovedlence 10 me L nave,
at this late day, learned a lesson of
duty. Iwas. when young, carefully
educated in all but that most import-
ant of lessons to a child, filial obedi-
ence. I was brought up to think that
my own wishes must be gratified at
any cost: and when I met and loved
your father, instead of wailing patient-
ly to gain a consent which my indulg-
ent parents could not have long with-
held to our union, we were married
clandestinely. My one effort at recon-
ciliation was not successful—and—and
But, darling, I am too weary to
say more. Another day I will finish
my story.”

But when the morrow’s sunshoneinto
the room, it was to rest, like a voice-
less benediction. upon aclay cold form,
and upon a motherless girl alone wich
it and her sorrow.

At first the desolate child—for Mabel
was but fourteen-—was conscious only
of her bereavement. But soon came a
thought which brought with it such
keen pain that it aroused her to instant
action. Her darling mother must not
be laid away to rest in the Potter's
Field.

She would go to the kind old gentle-
man who had given her the flowers,
and ask him for help in this trying
hour which had come to her young
life. She found hiw at home.
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«QOh, sir!” she said piteously, ‘‘my
mother is lying cold and still, with all
the sweet life gone out of her heautiful
body! You are kind and rich. Iknow
it is a great deal to ask, but if you will
keep them from laying her in a charity-
grave I will pay back every penny you
spend.”

The pleading, tear-stained face, the
childish, yet womanly ways of the self-
reliant little creature, thus pledged to
fulfill 2 duty which would entail long
hours of labor, and days of anchorite
abstinence before it could be accom-
plished, touched a chord in Randolph
Gwinne’s heart.

“Go home, little one,” he said gent-
1y, “and mourn for your dead. Do
not fear; I will see that all needful ar-
rangements are attended to.”

After all was over, Mabel settled
down again to her monotonous routine
of work. Every weck she scrupulous-
1y laid aside a portion of her earnings
and carried them to Mr. Gwinne, who
took them from her with apparent in-
difference.

The child had made & contract with
him, and out of respect to her the man
of business carried it out to the letter.

At last the final payment was made.
As Mabel turned to go, after thanking
her benefactor, his voice recalled her
to his side.

“Little Mabel,” he said, *I have
been an terested spectator of your
manner of life since you and I made
oux bargain. I have seen your checks
grow pale for want of the food you
persisted in denying yourself, that
you might bring your weekly hoard to
e, and I wondered if one so young
would be able to carry out so high a
resolve. You have succeeded, and all
your life long you will have it to re-
member. Now, your part is done, and
mine begins. Give me your hand, my
<hild, for Randolph Gwinne respects
you. More than that he loves you
well enough to ask you to be his adopt-
ed daughter. Come and make your
home with me. You shall have every
advantage that bountiful means can
provide. You will have no objections,
Chauncey, my boy, will you?’ as his
grandson came into the room.

A few words explained his meaning,
and Chauncey turned his handsome
eyes indifferently toward the hesitating
gitl. It was not the first time they
had met—as Mabel was conscious in
every fibre of her sensitive being, but
Chauncey did not remember her.

So the careless but good-natured
Of, course, grandfather, one more or
less does anot matter in this pgreat
housse; sank deep into Mabel's mém-
ory, to rise again to the surface and in-
fluence her futuve lohg after Chauncey
had forgotten them.

So it was that Mabel was domicilea
at the Gwinnes. A governcss was en-
gaged for her, and music and painting
lessons soon occupied the time not on-
gaged in her studies. Thus a year
passed on.

One morning the daily paper was
brought as usual to Mr. Gwinne, as he
was sitting at the breakfast-table, sip-

ing coffee.

Suddenly an exclamation from him
arrested Mabel’s attention.

He had read 2 notice asking: for the
knowledge of the whereabouts of one
Rachel Freeland, whose married name
was Wynne. Her only surviving pa-
rent had died, and she, if living, was
sole heiress to a large fortune; if dead,
her children would inherit.

“Well I remember poor Rachel,’”
said Mr. Gwinne musingly. *‘She was
the handsomest girl I ever saw. She
gave up all for love, and made a clan-

estine marriage with 2 man of whom
her parents disapproved. Poor Rachel!
I wonder if she is alive!”

Mabel rose from the table, and wenn
to Mr. Gwinne. She was very fale,
but her eyes shone with excitement.

“Rachel Freeland was my mother’s
maiden name. Oh, my kind benefac-
tor, how little you knew whose child it
was you were befriending! But for
you she would be sleeping in a name-
less grave!”’

“Truly, the ways of God are mys-
terious!” said the kind-hearted old
gentleman, taking off his spectacles to
wipe away the sudden mist that blurred
them.

Mabel had no difficulty in proving
her claim,as her parents’ marriage cer-
jificate was found among soine papers
stowed away in an old chest. So the
orphan waif adopted by Randolph
Gwinne wasnow independently wealthy
in her own right.

Mabel was now fifteen. She had not
changed much in personal appearance
during the year of her stay at the
Gwinnes’. She was still slight and
rather undersized. Her complexion
was rather sallow, and though her fea~
tures were regular, she was undeniably
plain. Her luxuriant shining hair and
lustrous eyes, were, however, sufficient
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to redeem her from paositive ugliness.

Chauncey was still a student, coming,
home only for his college vacations,
and then burying himsel{ in his be-
loved books, so that he was only visible
at meal times.

Suddenly Mr. Gwinne’s health failed,
and#ie was ordered abroad. Mabel,
and Miss Clay, her governess, accom-
ganied him. They remained away from

ome three years.

Then word came to Chauncey that
they were coming home. They were
tired of travel, and Mr. Gwinne had
quite recovered his health.

Chsuncey met them at the station,
He was handsome and indifferent-look-
ing as ever, but was truly, in his whole
appearance, a king among men to Ma-
bel's partial eyes.

As the little party he had come to
meet drew near, he gave his grand-
father a cordial shake of the hand, and
turned towards Mabel, to find himself
confronted by a tall, stately girl, with
flashing dark eyes, set in a face of such
loveliness that he was, for a moment,
dazzled.

*I beg your pardon, I thought it was
my cousin,’” be said, turning to the
other lady.

But when Miss Clay’s familiar fea-
tures met his eyes, he asked:

“Where is Mabel? Have you left
her behind?"’

“Don’t you know me, Cousin
Chauncey?’” asked a metr{ voice be-
side him, and the beautiful apparation
he had mistaken for a stranger put out
her gloved hand in a half-playful, half-
friendly way.

From that time the young student’s
torture commenced.

Mabel, who had left home a half-
grown girl. had gained with maturitv
the rounaea suppieness oI IOrM as wen
ag the queenly dignity of a young
Diana; and with the rich color, whie
had chased away the pallor of her
cheeks, had come that delicious, deli-
cate complexion so rarely seen with
dark hair.

An older and more experienced judge
of beauty would, years before, have
seen its promise in those regular fea-
tures, and straight, though atthat time,
angular outlines—but to” her adopted
cousin it was a surprise. :

He looked upon it as upon a miracle,
and every new glimpse of her bewitch-
ing face served but to decpen the im-
pression.

ouy muwuver fad chaugeu 1 vener
things besides beauty. She was in-
comprehensible to him in her varied
moods.

Now grave—now gay—now majestic
a8 § princess—now gentle and’ simple
as a child.

Chauncey know not what to make of
her. But he was fully conscious of
one truth: that heloved the very ground
her tiny feet had pressed. He was her
shadow.

At last he grew desperate.

She should not thus hold him aioof
and play with his feelings any longer.
It might be amusement to her, but it
was making his life a torture.

So he captured her in the library one-
morning, before the rest of the family
had made their appearance, and press-
ed his snit with an earnestness which
would have moved a heart of stone.

But to all appearance it had no effect
upon Mabel. She answered with a
careless smile:

“In a house like this, where ‘one
more or less doesn't matter,” it would
be well for you to think twice before:
offering yourself to me;" and she swept
from the room, leaving Chauncey lost
in a maze of bewilderment and anger.

Her debt was paid; but was Mabel
happy? It was hard to tell from her
appearance in society.

Chauncey made no attempt at recon-
ciliation; and the two young hearts
daily drifted farther apart, until ons
day it happened that the same spirit
stirred within them both—a louging
for a walk in the garden.

Winter had passed, and summer had
come, and so had the flowers.

They met beside the same luxuriant-
ly-laden bushes from which Mabel had
carried the clusterts to her sick mother.

Their eyes met involuntarily. In:
spite of his wounded pride, Chauncey’s
wild love sprang into renewed life, and
he held out his arms entreatingly.

“Oh, Mabel, forgive me! I was but
a careless, thoughtless boy. It is the
man who now appreciates you, and
loves you better than his own life.”

Another moment and Mabel's queen-
ly head was resting on his breast.

«It was because I loved you even
then, that your words had power to
sting me so cruelly. They rankled all
through the years that followed them.
Bus the pain is gone now.” -

So amid the flowers was told another
one of those stories as'old as the first
love-tale in Eden, and yet as young as-
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the morning which usbers in a new
day. :
S e P Ot
SO BLUE.

«My child, you have more than fuls
filled every hope I ever formed of you.”

Magdalen Foster blushed with plaas-
ure at her father’s words, as well she
might, for the letter in her hand an-
nounced that the papers sent up by her
at the recent classical examination en-
titled her to the ninth place in the first
class.

She was tall and stooped slightly, her
complexion, though clear, was colorless,
and she had the reflective, full look that
is not infrequently the sign of habitual
study. Yet her face was singularly
sweet in expression, the open, tranquil
brow seemed incapable of frowning, the
brown eyes might be dreamy, but never
irate.

“Magdalen,” continued her father,
““are you still willing to become my
amanuensis?”’

“Oh, papa,” returned the girl, eager-
Iy, *I shall be so proud if you will let
me,”

Mr. Foster was an eminent student of
the classics, and it had always been
Magdalen’s great ambition to help him
in the preparation of his valuable
works. .

She did not foresee all the results of
her college achievements, and of this
new relation to her fatber. It did not
oceur to the simple-minded girl that
there was anything in what she had
done to alicnate her from her old ac-
quaintances. Yetso it was. Quite un-
consciously she awed her contemporar-
ies, who, girls and young men alike,
fought shy of so disﬁnguié’lxed a “blue-
stocking.”” She remained Miss Foster
only in name; to all intents and pur-

oses Nora was the elder sister. hile

agdalen had been poring over her
boo%:s, Nora had studied the art of mak-
ing berself agreeable, and assiduously
cultivated various useful gifts.

One evening they were taken by sur-
prise by the unexpected arrival of Will
Fairburn, an old friend and playfellow.
Dinner was just being served, and the

oung man took his seat among them,
aughing and putting up his hands ag
if to petition against the volley of ques-
tions and exclamations with which he
was saluted.

«I haven't distin%uished asingleword
any one has said,” he declared at last.

“But I imagine you are asking where

1 sprang from and what 1've come aoous.
Briofly, then, I'm off to the west in &
month’s time, and have come to bid you
all a long farewell.”

“Farewell! exclaimed all the Fosters.
“What do you mean?” '

“I had $25,000 left me by my aunt,™
Will proceded to explain; “and a friend
strongly advises me to invest it in cattle.
He says they pay tremendously and the
life is delightful. 1 haveconsulted every
possible authority and really don’t sea
that I could do better. I hate office
work, I haven't the brains to take up a
profession, and farming here is no go.
And I consider that I am rather cut out
for a rancher.”

He ended in a tone of modest self~
agprcciation, which was not unwarrant-
ed, for he was a man of splendid pk7s-
ique. Besides which, all his tastes fitted
him for an occupation demanding physs
ical rather than mental ability. He had
never cared for study. So long as he
could scrape on at school and™ college
without disgracing himself he was con-
tent, ahd devoted%ﬁs heartiest energies
to the athlotic sports in which his sonl
delighted.

DivLaer over, Mr. Foster rose almost
immediately from the table.

“Can you sparc me an extra hour this
evening, Magdalen?” he asked.

“Certainly, papa, Iwill come atonce.’”

“Magdalen is a good deal changed,’”
remarked Will, as he and Nora strolled
out into the garden together. Nora of-
fered her own explanation, taking care
to speak in the most affectionate sisterly
tone.

“Yes,” she said; *‘you are right. Yom
see ever since Magdalen returned fromx
Wellesley she has been enconraged in
her devotion to study. FPeople express
the greatest admiration for her talents;
then papa has made her his secretary,
and so, without being in the least com-
ceited, she naturally feels that she jis
superior to the girlc she ordinarily
meets. You know, V/ill, I can’t help
thinking it was a mistake to let her
grow so very learned. I think it is a
woman's part to be he'pful and domes-
tic, to take interest in the good man-
agement of small matters, and in the
welfare of those about her.”

“Why can't Magdalen be domestic as
well as intellectual?” demanded Wilk
moodily. “Idon’t see the incompati-
bility.’

Nora did not ehoose to tell him thag
Magdalen hud begged t» be allowed to
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take part in the household affairs and
that she herself had opposed the sugges-
tion. She had gained a character for
domesticity, and she did not wish to
have her supremacy shaved.

«I dare say there is no actual incom-
ﬁxtibility,” she admitted gently; “but

agdalen is so wrapped up in her work
for papa that we never think of oceupy-
ing her mind with matters which I am
quite willing to sce after myself. Why
should she be bothered? She is not the
firl to marry, unless indeed”—Nora

aughed gaily—*'she could find a man
that was all intellect and had no bodily
needs to be ministered to.”

Poor Will! Magdalen joined them in
the garden later on. but for his own
sake he held aloof from her. The girl
was greatly hurt, as of old she had been
his special friend. Too shy to complain
bowever, she shrank into herself, and
with a pang of regret, saw Will fall into
the way of the world—treat her, name-
1y, with distans respect, and Nora with
familiar friendliness. He had not been
at Foster's many days before his name
was coupled with Nora’s by all the
match-makers in the neighborhood. The
good people were much mistaken. Will
might walk, ride, or play tennis with
Nora, or even constitute himself her

<cavalier and escort on every possible oc-
casion, but secretly ms heart went out

toward Magdalen. Yet how, after
Nora'’s words, could he dream of be-
traying his devotion? How could he, a
man whose only attainments were those
-of physical strength and agility, hope to
please a girl thrown both by training
and natural bent in the midst of purely
intellectual interests? Sadly he told
himself that she was not for him. And
Magdalen as sadly told herself that
somehow she had forfeited Will's friend-
ship, by which, bad he only known it,
she had set great store. He seemed to
her the perfection of & gentleman, and
perhaps his want of learning was the
thing she liked best about him; so cor-
dially did she hold her own blueness in
abhorrence. Thus were the two kept
:apurt by a phantom barrier raised be-
tween them by Nora, who, without car-
ing for Will herself, resented his prefer-
-ence for Magdalen. She was under no
misapprehension as to his feelings, and
_yet a petty jealousy debarred her from
doing what lay in her power toward
bringing about & better understanding
between him and her sister.

‘Will’'s last day arrived. A large ten-
ais party was to take place at Foster’s

"

in the afternoon, as a sort of farewell
entertainment tor him, ana he aid ng

best to throw oft the despondeney which
oppressed him.

“Will you play to-night, Magdalen®
be asked, very hesitatingly in the morm
ing.

Magdalen shook her head. _

“No,"” she said shyly, “I don’t play
cennis.”

“Of course not,” laughed Nora.
“Will, what an extraordinary idea! As
if you didn’t know Magdalen was above
tennis.”

“It is not that,” said Magdalen, col-
oring; “but that tennis is above me. X
tried it again and again at Wellesley,
but it was never any good. I only spoil
every set I play in.” ~

“Oh, well, you can't play or you
won’t,” said Nora, impaticntly; “it's all
the same.”

Nora's sudden ill teruper seemed very
uncalled for, but she was irritated by
the disappointment on Will's face.
Presently, however, her equanimity was
testored, and she said, putting ber hand
to the young man who had turned to
her, “I will'be your partner, and you,
Maédalen, need not play, but shall talk
to the people—that is, if papa can spare
us his walcing dictionary of old anti-
@uties.”

. Another allusion to her blueness!
Hiagdalen gave her sister an appealing
look and turped away. Will fell into a
brown study. During the afternoon he
played a good deal with Nora as his
partner, and the two proved an invine-
ible couple. As Nora was fully occa-
pied with the game, Magdalen was
called for once to do her share in re-
ceiving and talking to the guests. Theg
were more than cver impressed wit
her intense blueness, for the poor gixk
had the heartache, and found it strange-
ly hard to look bright and smiling.
Many were the remarks made to her
about Will and Nora, who certainly
played admirably together. In the mid-
dle of one exciting set, a young married
lady, who was sitting next to lﬁugdalen,
whispered confidentially, <Those two
are made for one another, aren't they?
Depend upon it they will be {m.rtners in
earnest before Mr. Fairburn leaves.”

Magdalen went a little pale as she an-
swered evasively. “Every one likes to
have Nora for 8 partner.’

“Yes, yes, I know; but not in the
sense I mean. What a loss she will be
tang all! Now tell me do you think
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Mzr. Foster will let her go with him, or
will they have to wait?

This was going too far, Magdalen
thonght.

*The question has not been discussed
ot,” she replied distantly; and, awed
y her manner, the young lady subsided

into silence.

Magdalen went up to her room, when
the party was over, in a very miserable
frame of mind. As she cast a retro-
spect over her life of Iate, it seemed to
her that her success at Wellesley had
cost her everything she most cared
about. She did not know how much
her three gears at Wellesley had done
for her. Sho wasnet in a position to
realize the all-important difference be-
tween her habit of mind and that of
Nora's, between her unworldliness and
Nora’s worldliness.

The twilight deepened, and at last
Will could delay the inevitable leave-
taking no longer. Magdalen kept out
of the room. Will's going was the
most terrible thing that Tad “ever hap-
pened to her, and she would rather not
say good-bye at all, than have to do it
carelessly before them all.

“Where is Magdalen?' asked Will
presently.

“She was looking out something im
Herodotus for me just now, Will,” said
Mr. Foster. *Eva, go and call her; tell
her that Will is waiting to say good-
bye.”

Poor Will! It was a Dbitter thought
that she could not lecave her Greek of
her own accord, even to bid him fare-
well.

<«Magdalen is not in the study, papa,”
said the child, returning. “Jane says
she saw her go down the garden into
the shrubbery.”

“[ will go to her there,” said Will
hastily.

The place referred to was a small pre-
serve just outside of Mr. Foster's garden,
and it was not many minutes before
Will found Magdalen. She was lying
on the ground in the dusk, her face
buried in her hands, and her whole
frame shaken by violent sobs. In a
moment he was kneeling by her side.

“Magdaler,” he exclaimed anxiously,
“‘what is it?” .

At the sound of his voice Magdalen
rose, and checked her tears. *Nothing,
Will,” she said, with quivering lips.

-‘Don’t say nothéng when you mean
something,” said Will.  «Maggie, tell
me what is the matter?”

Ho was the only person that ever-
called her Maggie, and now the old pet
name, used for the first time this visit,
renewed the confidence that had existed
between them as children.

*“I'm so unhappy,” said Magdalen,

“so dull, and blue and stupid. I'sm no-
goo:l’ to anyone, and nobody cares for
mae.
“Now, Maggie,” said Will, «you have
told at least half a dozen fibs. _You are
not dull, you are not stupid and you are
not bl—at least, if you are blue, blueness
is particularly charming; you are good
for a great deal, and everybody cares
for you.”

Magdalen shook her head.

“Don’t be unreasonable,” remon-
strated Will—<«what about me? Dor't
I care for you?”

His voice was full of a tenderness
which Magdalen shyly ignored.

‘You uged to,” she said.

It was all over with Will; no power on
earthtcould have held him back from
pouring out his confession to her.

“Magdalen,” he said, “if I tell you I
love you, worship you, think of you
night and day, could you answer any-
thing but that you don't care whether I
do or not®”

It was out now. Magdalen stood and
gazed, as if she could not believe her
ears, at the hand that had grasped hers.
At last o smile of wonderful happiness
stole about her lips.

“Why, Will,” she said raising her
eyes to his; “it was just youthat I mind-
ed most of all about; but you don’t—
you can’t really mean—"

Will did not find it very difficult to
satisfy her that he could and did mean
all and more than he had said. Great
was the amazement of the Fosters when
presently they re-entered the sitting-
room together, and Will announced that
he never meant to say good-bye to
Magdalen at all.

Mr. Foster’s consent given, he changed
his plans, irvested all his capital in the
east after all, and eventually scttled
down on a large farm near the Fosters,
as happy a huchand, with as hagpy a
wife, as was to be found in the United
States.

Is this possible? Could they live for
long together without a difference be-
tween them becoming a discord? Yes;
for the wise ‘“Professor at the Breakfast-
Table” points out to us, «It takes a very
ttue man to be 9 fitting companion for
& woman of genius, but not a very grea$
one.”’ ¢ * .



