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AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRY

A Speech deliveied fay Sir Jolm Willuon faelbte the Board of
Trede of Woodcock, on October 8, 1920

For vuioaa fwwoas it Is a plcanu«
torn* to oemc to Woodstock. ThoraWM a tloM wkoa Oxford, to my
ted, r^coscsted all tkat was
soud la political tiaditioii, faith,
aad practice, asMl iHica ttc rctonis
ia svGcessiTe geaaral elcctioBS wci«
sia^alartjr satisfiMtorr aad com-
forttal. If I haTB aot Iwld with
ooaplete fldaUtf to the old i«lations,
posslbljr Osfbrd also has become
more doubtfol in its pdittcal Jvdg-
naats. A|aia, Oxfofd has an iati-
aute historical letetioii to gieat
l^wes ia Canadian history. Hon.
George Brown, aad Hon. WOliam
McDoogan, aad Sir OUrer Mowat,
aad Sir Richard Cartwright weie
aaung fkt <^icf arddtecta of Con-
i*deration, and seldom indeed has
ttis coantf been represented in the
LegishitBre or the Hoose of Com-
aMns by men iriio did not give
distinction to the pabUc councils.
Oxford, too, has the <dd traditiMi of
economy, of thrift, of lore of learn-
lag, 9i patriotic devotion to the
ConuBonwealth which are the natural
heritage of Scotsmen, their great
gifts to the land from which they
come aad all lands to which they go,
and their peculiar titles to the good-
wiU and respect of nunUnd. One.
^riio was bom in Huron cannot fully
admit that this is the banner county
of Ontario as the Uteratore of the
Board of Trade contends, but, with
a reservati<m in favor of Huron only,
the claim is not contested. Finally,
in Oxford, in its i»osperous indus-
trial communities and in its rich
fields, herds and dairies, there is
that bBppf union of agriculture and
manufacture which, as I beUeve,
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which
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aational stractare.

RURAL DKPOPULATION
There is no nataral quarrel be-

tween industry and agricalture.
Co-operation between these two
great primary iaieresto is esseatial
if a nation is to become popalons
aad prosperous. We hear much on
the subject of "rural depoputation,"
but I am bound to think that the
whoiit coatreveisy is distinguished
by singular want of infonnatimi and
lack of candor. A great vartoty of
causes ex;i^ains the dedine in
rural population aad the movement
of peo^ into towns and cities.
The eiqperience of free trade Bag-
land was not different from that of
protectioaist America. The history
of New South Wales under low
tariff was not different from that of
the protectionist stotes of Australia.
Much necessary farm labor of forty
or fifty years ago has been dis^aced
by machinery. The binder has dis-
possessed the cradle. The plough
is yielding its ascendancy to the
tractor. Even in the household, in
the dairy, and in the farmyard,
mechanical inventions ditplstf much
hand labor. To contend that as
muiy peofde should be engaged ia
general farming on a thousand acres



M wert so cmplojrcd afty rears ago.
^"roold be as aarcasonablc as to
insist that as many hand printers
honld be cmi^yed in pfintlng
oflkws as were required before the
nnotype was inTentcd. In many
communities the local grain market
has become a legend, llie waggon-
maker who was found in every
village and the blacksmith at so
many cross*roads are few as com>
pared with a generation ago. So
rural free deUTery and the mail
order system are closing the village
stores and forcing the merchant and
his clerks into other pursuits, and
few of these can be, or ever could
be, persuaded to adopt farming.
Abolition of liquor licenses and re-
volutionary changes in social habits
have closed many of the village
taverns. I think of a score of villages
which I knew in my boyhood. In
aU there were fifty or siacty hotels,
to a dozen of these there is now no
house where even meals can be
obtained, to none is there more
than a single hotel. Ten of those
villages have ceased to exist. Not
one of those which survive has hadMy increase of population, to one
M»e population has decreased from
five or six hundred to less than
two hundred. The middleman is
diaVPttaiai solely fi«m social and
economic causes and not through
the effect, direct or indirect, of fiscal
policy. It may be true that there
are fewer people on the land, but it is
not true that general production has
decreased. There have been re-
volutionary changes In rural con-
ditions, but that farming is less pro-
fitable is a notion for which the facts
give no support. There are few
other branches of industry In which
machinery has so multiplied pro-
duction. Manlfestiy, too, if use of
machinery has so Increased a great
deal of farm labor necessary under
more primitive conditions must have
been displaced and rural population
proportionately decreased where a
more intensive agriculture has not
been developed.

FARM PROSPERITY
It Is sutcd that the deposits in theMnks of British Columbia equal tile

dqwsits in aU Uie banks of Canada
thirty years ago, and that the deposits
to the banks of the three Prairie
provinces exceed the total deposits
to aU the banks of the Dominion leas
than a generation ago. From year to
year the whole country takes an
acute toterost to tiie Western wheat
crt^, and it Is estimated that for thisyew at ttie prevaiUng high prices the
grato crops of the Prairie Provinces
r^vesent a total value of $800,000,-
000 or possibly $1,000,000,000. But
we seem to forget tiut ttiere never
has been a year stoce the West was
opened to settiement that stock
dairy, and fieU producU to Ontario
have not exceeded to value the total
^rkultural production of all the
Western Provtoces. Many of us
remember when farm mortgageswe« very common and chattel
mortgages not uncommon through-
out this Provtoce, and when the bulk
of farmers purchased at the village
stores on credit. One is now told
by mortgage companies that it Is
practfcaUy impossible to lend money
on farm mortgages to Ontario, while
chattel mortgages are as rare as
wild pigeons to settied country.
Such money as Is borrowed hr
farmers is secured chiefly for pur-
chase of stock, for dratoage. for
more land, or for other purposes
which increase revenue and the
value uf the holdings, to aU this
one rejoices while one doubts If
faimers have been the victims of
poUtkal neglect or excessive taxa-
tion.

LAND VALUES
What would be the effect upon

the vatoe of farm hods to Oxfoid if
the todustries of Woodstock and
tof"- -soil and Brantford wen degrad-

J the status of rural foundries
.«ad those todustrial centres trans-
formed toto pastoral villages. Ac-
cordtog to the Canada Year Book for



If19, the avsngc •!«• of orzupimd
farm land in Ontario to $M im acre
and in Quaboc $73 aa acre, at
aiaiatt $3S ia Manitoba, $32 in
Saskatchewan, and $39 in Alberta.
In indvatrial New England, according
to the oflidal reports of the United
States Department of Africnitnre.
plough lands STcrage sUghtljr higher
in value than those of Ontario and
Quebec, while in the great agricultur-
al and industrial states of Ohio,
Indiana, Illinois, and Iowa, they
range from $91 to $169, as against
from $33 to $61 in the South and
$37 in the purely agricultural State
of North Dakota. One looks to a
future when, through the natural
growth and general dtotribution of
industries, the farm lands of Western
Canada will compare in value with
those of Ontario and Quebec and
conceivably with those of Illinois

and Iowa. Between 1914 and 1930
farm land values in the United
States increased 70 per cent., farm
wages 100 per cent., and value of
crops per acre 124 per cent. For
Canada we have no complete com-
parative stattotu.9., although, however
tempfnrary the condition may be, we
no doubt have proportionate increas-
es in land prices, wages and value of
production. If it were known that
in Ave years a rural crossroads in
Oxford would become an industrial
centre of 20,000 people, would the
surrounding farmers sell thdr farms
for an advance of 50 per cent, upon
the best prices they could now
obtain? Let me sulmiit a practical
illustration. A year or so ago soda
ash was transferred from &e free
Ust to the schedule of dutiable
imports with a duty of one-third
of a 'cent per pound under the
Brittoh preferential tariff and three

-

tenths of a cent under the general
tariff, and as a result the Bnmner,
Mond Company have established a
plant at Amherstburg. In its con-
struction 1,000 men were employed.
There are 400 workers on the payroll
and the annual total for wages
exceeds $800,000. lite Company u

utilising saH and limestone, natural
resources of the district, in manu-
facturing a product for which we sent
annually between $2,000,000 and
$2,300,000 out of the country. The
town has had a remarkable revival of
prosperity and land in the neighbor-
hood which could be bought two or
three years ago for $100 an acre to
now held at $200. Moreover, na-
turally and inevitably increase of
farm values around Amherstburg
improves land values over the whole
dtotrict, for the effects of a great
industry are wide and far-reaching.
Surely the evidence to condusive
that where industries flourish and
expand farm lands rise in value, and
that in all those states and provinces
of North America in whidi manu-
facturing to general, active and
prosperous, fanners too are most
prosperous and farms of greatest
value. It is signifkant that in
Quebec where manufacturing steadi-
ly ei^ands rural pqputotion to
increasing. Five years ago the total
area of land under cultivation in the
Province was 10,500,000 acres.
Thto year 15,000,000 acres are under
cultivation. In a speech at Quebec
a few months ago Sir Lomer Gouin
rejoiced that through industrial
development the movement of popu-
lation out of the province had been
substantially overcome.

THE LESSON OF THE SOUTH
Then was no general recovery in

the South from the ruin of the Civil
War until cotton factories became
common and the iron and steel
industry had its great development.
It was found that milk rose in value,
that the market for dairy producto
increased, that canning factories
created a demand for producto pre-
viously ungrown or unsatoble, and
that millions of dollars spent in the
purchase and transportetion of im-
ported food preparations were trans-
ferred directiy to the pockets of
southern farmers. In a single year
before the revival of agriculture.
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Alabaau imported eaaacd goods and
other food rappttoa from CaUforaia
and cl««wb«r« to tlu; yaloa of
$110,000,000. latetsthaaaqaarter
of a coatvrf the total ass«tsm«at of
North CaroUaa has iacraaacd fron
$1,000,000,000 to $4,000,000,000.
In other States of the South there
have been material ancretions of
wealth and prosperity. So one
bcUeves that the Western Provinces
of Canada cannot have their full
mcasvrc of prosperity until th^x
develop industrtes naturally rcUted
to their resources or such as sui^
the needs atd demands of an aj^-
cultural population. In no other
way can they provide satisfactory
local marketo. esca.oe the heavy
freight charges for carriage of goods
from remote industrial centres
and retain in their own country
the sons of farmers and towns*
people who cannot be persuad*
ed to follow agricultural pursuito.
Evidence that this view begins to pre-
vail in the West is afforded by the or-
ganisation of Industrial Ccmmittees
in the Legislatures of Manitoba,
Saskatchewan, and Alberte and by
the activities of the Alberta Industrial
Association. Nothing is more im-
possible and impracticable than to
force upon the land those who have
no indLiation for farming and only
need to cross the international
boundary in order to find any variety
of employment and every opportunity
for the exercise of their talent and
the gratification of their ambition.
I flormly believe that if the factories of
Woodstock and Ingersoll did not
exist the farmers of Oxford could
afford to tax themselves directly in
order to create such factories and
thereby provide local markets and
maintain land values. We may
deplore "rural depopulation." but
who believes that Oxford would have
its present population if we had failed
to encourage manufacturing in
Canada and so fashioned public
policy as to maintain this as a strictiy
pastoral country? I believe that if a

were adopted la this country a few
years of practical experience wouM
demonstrate the force of these
argumcato. I am dd enough to
remember the Great Exodus, v^ich
carried every m«. mber of our family
except mysell .. the United States
and wh^n the-> was scarcely a
householu in Huron which was not
depleted by the movement across
the border. And they fled from low
tariff to high tariff. I recaU a verse
by Miss Machar:—
Out from on*- bounds they're going.

scores, hundreds, day by day.
O'er country roads and dty streets

they take their lingering way

;

They wave their hands and smite
goodbye. Uie gallant boys and true.

The lads that love the dear old fUg
at least as well as you.

AIDS TO AGRICULTURE

One does not deny that scarcity
and cost of farm labor constitute
a supreme problem in agriculture.
But it is impossible to bcUcve that
a national policy which would create
depression in the towns and dties
would materially increase thr supply
of farm tabor or enhance tTie pros-
perity of the farming conununittes.
The solution lies In a change of
social temper and individual outlook.
The change must affect other coun-
tries as well as Canada, and parti-
cularly, it must affect the country to
the south of us, which has an avari-
ctous maw for Canadianraw material,
for the best prodnct of Canadian
colleges and universities, and iar the
incorporation in its civil and indus-
trial activities of a people distinguish-
ed as Canadians are for industry
and efficiency. If yon go to any oi
the great centres of the United States
you will find Canadians in positions
of influence, authority and respon-
sibility, out of all proportion to their
numerical "^iwesentation in thepopu-
tatior. For many years the drain
from this country was so great that it

.was almost mortal. If we are to
pasiorai country? l bebeve that if a i^was almost mortal. If we are to
poUcy directty inimical to industryMcreate a powerful nation in British



North AflMrka w« cummei b« a
ncnMng tnmmd for Amorkui la*
dvatrtet, rosomrdi laboratorlos.
tochninii iastitstioM. and all tho
kiChor agradot of cMUiatioa. I do
Bot boUovo Um p«o^ of this coitatry
wo«ld rapi^rt a policy which thoy
hoUoTod was iaiaiical to africidturo.
This U aa tnM of the groat body of
maaafactorora aa of aay other alo'
moat of tho popalatioa. Darlag the
last flvc years tho Fodoral Parlia*
BMat has appropriated acariy
$22,000,000 for agricaltarc. For
l*lt the Proviaces voted $3,500,000.
For 1919 the Proriadal eiqwaditares
for agrtealturc were aearty M.000,>
000. The Proriadal Aad Federal
-opropriatioas for agrl^oltare last
yw. r totalled $8,300,000. la ^adag
soldiers oa the laad over $76,000,000
have beea e:i^aded. Our great
espeaditares for rail aad water
traasportatioa hare beea primarily
desigaed to iacrcase laad settle-
meat, to ^ve western settlers better
railway coaaectioas, to redace freight
charges, aad to give farmers chei^ter
access to local aad forei^ aiarkets.
la oar appropriatioas for imaiigratioa
the chief objects have been to ia-
crcase raral popolatioa aad the
supply of farm labor. Bat there has
beea ao protest from the towas aad
dtics, from merchaats or aiaau-
factnrcrs, or from the iadostrial
classes which have borae aad will
coatiaae to bear at least a fair share
of the bardea. It is true that all

classes beaefit by iacrease of farm-
iag popolatioa, aad possibly we have
aot always beea wise ia policy or
provideat iu ezpcaditure. But the
fact reaudas that Caaadiaa Govera-
meats have always beea greatly coa-
cerued for the welfare offarmers , aad
that aay aad all proposals desigaed
to assist agriculture have com-
maaded, aad I believe will coatiaue
to coauaaad, the practically uaaai-
mous support of the Legislatures and
the Federal Parliament, subject to a
single condition that the national
interest shaU be the supreme con-
sideration; aad it is as esseatial for

agrfcaltare as for iadaatry that thai
ceaditioa shall be the base aad the
test of all public policy.

FRIB TRAOB DANGBR8

It is true, aa I have oftea argaed,
that we are situated as is ao other
coaatry ia the world. As bctweea
Asia aad the West aad as betweea
the aatioas of Europe, movemeat of
populatioa from oae couatry to aa-
other is obstructed by diffftrcaces of
laaguage aad of custom. There
is ao coasiderable aioveaMat of
Americaas or Caaadiaas iato Mexico
or South America. But Caaada aad
the Uaited States have coaimoa
traditioas, coaimoa customs, a com-
moa laaguage, aad a coaimoa social
aad political outlook, aad ualess we
develop iadastries aad afford ^-
portuaity for mea of differeat
iadiaatioas, amUtioas aad eadow-
meats, of iadividual geaius aad
special ^^tades, they will cross the
bouadary where every oppmrtuaity
they aiay desire is afforded, aad the
aataral rcsoarces of Caaada win lie

uadiscovered or undeveloped unless
we are content to feed these resourc-
es to American factories aad become
a coauaerdal adjaact of the powerful
neighboring aatkm. Aa Irish pri-
vate, sorely woaaded, ia hospital ia
Fraace, beaded to be seat back to
Irelaad where he believed he would
recover. Ia the hope that his spirit

would revive aad that he would
make a harder stru^le for life, the
aurse with the doctor's coaseat told
the woaaded hero while he had a
momeat of coasdousaess that he was
hone ia Irelaad. Nothiag would do
but his head must be lifted oa the
pillow so that he could look out
through the wiadow. As he gated
across the desolated, battle-scarred
couatry, he whispered, "when in
h did we get Home Rule?" I
think of Canada after a revolutionary
reversal of fiscal policy and I wonder,
but I do not venture to suggest just
what language would describe the
situation.

I

I
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TkoM of M who mtttl Ut* apen
wages orjMlaLrics wr« most Mriottsly
•Ccctad br the higher cott of livini,
hvt for Br p^rt I hope that wheat
will never again be told as low as $1
a bashel and that the prices of other
farm prodscts will aoTer faU to the
old levels. I have no patience with
those who denounce fanners as
"proAteers" or who profess to
beUere that fanning is an easy or
highly proAtoblc occupation. It is
•till tme as the old rhyme said :—
Plow deep while sluggards sleep,
And you shall have com to sell and to

heep.
He that with the plow would thrive,
Himself must either hold or drive.

FARMERS AND PUBLIC LIFE

One should rejoice in all legitimate
movements among farmers for co-
operation to improve marketing and
secure the best return for all they
produce. One cannot doubt that the
chief co-operative enterprises of the
Grain Growers have been of great
advantage to Western Canada even
if one questions the wisdom and
practicability of some of their politi-
cal teaching. AU that makes rural
life more attractive and farming
more profitable is of direct social and
national advantage, for, when all is
said, it is only by greater returns
from agriculture and by fuller re-
cognition of the social dignity of the
calling that the population upon the
lend will be materially increased.
There have been too few farmers in
the Legislatures, in the House of
Commons, in the Senate, in honor-
able idaces upon public commissions.
I cannot think that a successful
banker, or railway builder, or manu-
facturer, or educationist holds a
more honorable position in the
community than a successful farmer
or stock breeder. From generation
to generation the supply of educa-
tionists, bankers, c^talisto, and
even the social leaders of the cities,
is renewed and maint»tiji^4 t>y re-
cruits from the country. It is idle

to talk of classes In Canada where
the hired hand of to-day is the
great emptoyer of to-morrow, and
when in a single generation the
obscure youth from a back township
becomes the possessor of millions or
the chief adviser of the crown in the
national councils. The farms are the
nurseries of scholars and statesmen,
of the leaders in Finance and In-
dustry, and where that hi^pens the
system of education is not a failure
and democracy is not an imposture.

Which is stranger?
Brick or stone or calico?
There was One bom in a manger
Nineteen hundred years ago.
But let us so fashion industrial

and national policy that all we have
of character and intellect and con-
stractive genius will be available
for the better organisation, the great-
er enrichment, and the wider exten-
sion of the influence and prestige of
this Canadian Commonwealth.

INDUSTRY AND EFFICIENCY

There are only two sureties of
individual success or collective pros-
perity. These are Industry and effici-

ency. In all the world there is noth-
ing more contemptible than laxiness.
Who takes the wages and grudges
the service is a poor creature.
To have money and leisure and do
nothing for the community is social
and national treason. Even the
gods are busy with the destinies of
mankind . The man who creates a
great industry, tuns raw material
bito finished products and employs
labor at good wages is a public
benefactor even though he amasses
wealth in the process. In these
days the labor leader who organizes
workmen to demand higher wages
but neglects to emphasize the need
of efficiency and greater production,
puts a dass interest before the
general interest. So does the farm-
er who reduces production in order
to increase prices, or the manu-
facturer who uses a tariff to secure
an unreasonable margin of profit.



piere it a statement by Mr. W. A,
Appleton, Secretary of the English
Federation of Trade Unions and
President of tlie International Fed-
eration of Trade Unions, wiiich one
would like u> hare posted in every
Miop, factory and post office in
Canada, read from every puhiit,
and printed on the first page of
every newspiqier. "Everyt^ng de-
pends," he says, "upon piodaction.
Standards of living cannot be raised,
nor can existence be maintained un-
less mankind accepts this conten-
tion. Eloquence, rhetoric or legis-
l*tive action, wheUier acting separ-
ately or collectively, cannot make
the corn grow or build houses, or
teed children or clothe humanity
Only working and thinking can pro-
vide the things essential to life and
comfort."

THE RIGHTOF COMBINATION
A mass of evidence establishes

conclusively that the bulk of manu-
facturers do not take full advan-
tage of the tariff, and the industrial
history of the United States
demonstrates as conclusively that
there is active, continuous and effec-
tive competition among industries
which enjoy a common protection.
Is there any more reason to deny
the right of combination among
industries to effect economies in
I»oduction and distribution than
there is to enact statutory regula-
tions to prevent co-operation among
farmers? It is true that there have
been and there will be greedy and
plundering comUnations in industry,
but we have also heasd of compacts
among growers of cotton and tobacco
to maintain or increase prices beyond
the natural level of the markets.
There are even those who have
suspected predatory combination
among milk producers and have
girded at the profits of the Grain
Growers' Companies. It is signi-

fy* ^* *'***" «»e Government
at Washington took over the railways
there was an immediate decision to ^

co-ordinate and consolidate the^

services. But under the Sherman
Act such combination and consolida-
tion of services by the private com-
parjcs to improve and cheuen
tr^uispMiation was not permitted.
Assured^ railway charges shouM be
regulated, and I do not suggest that
commerce should have the powers
of an absolute autocracv. But I do
believe that governmental meddling
with prices and wages, with industrial
organisation and methods of pro-
duction, generally produces only
confuston and mischief. The sense
of equity among manufacturers is as
strong and active as among farmers
and as strong and active in either
class as in the councils of political
cabinets. No Government can
supply the initiative and energy, the
stimulus to organization and i»oduc-
tton, which lie in the prospect of
private profit and in the sheer tove of
producing a perfect product or creat-
ing a great enteiprise. When one
thinks oftheremarkable war achieve-
mento of Canadian manufacturers
and yrorlaunn, of the general atti-
tude of the industries towards labor
and the returned soldiers during this
period of reconstruction, and of the
«nc<7 generally manifested in re-
adjusting the industrial machinery
to peace conditions, in meeting
domestic demands when importe
could not be obtained, and in
striving to secure a permanent foot-
hold in foreign markete, and then
reads the uninformed criticism and
ungenerous attacks to whidi Cana-
dian industries are so often sub-
jected, associated with pious assur-
ances that no class prejudice or
natural enmity inspires these de-
Uverances, one thinks of the moon-
shiner in Tennessee who was as-
sured by the judge that in passing
sentence he was actuated only by
sympathy for his family and concern
for his personal welfare, and as a
peroration gave him six years in the
penitentiary, and who said to the
constable as he was led out of
Court, "I sure am glad that the
Jedge wan't mad at me."



IN THE NATIONAL INTEREST

It it a mistake to think that we
have maintained tariff duties in
Canada primarily and pecuUariy for
the benefit of manufacturers. A
manufacturer as such deserres no
more legislative consideration than
a farmer or a merchant or a work<
man. We can defend protection
only as a national policy and only
i^on considerations of national
safety and national interest. More-
over the manufacturer may only de-
mand duties which vrill secure for
Canadian industries equal competi-
tive conditions with those of other
countries. Surely it is to the general
advantoge that Canadian labor
should not have to compete with the
cheaper labor of Austria or Japan,
that a policy which brings a multitude
of American industries and millions
of American capital to this country
should be substantially maintained,
that the raw materials of Canada
should be manufactured to the last
processes in Canadian factories,
that we should have towns and cities
which provide local markets for
termers, and that engineers, and
scientists educated in Canadian
colleges and universities should not
have to go elsendiere for employ-
ment and recognition. There is a
nativism which is feeble in spirit and
narrow in outlook, but aside alto-
gether from the sheer necessity of
expanding revenues and an increas-
ing population to meet our very
heavy obligations, it is legitimate that
the Canadian people should be en-
riched by theh- own resources and
aspire to possess the essential con-
veniences and finished institutions
of a high civilization.

It is unfortunate that we have not
got an independent Tariff Com-
mission to investigate and report
upon industrial and agricultural con-
ditions in other countries, the wages
of labor and cost of production else-
where, and the advantages or dis-
advantages in transporUtion of
Canadian industries as compared

with those of competing nations. No
one thinks that such a Commission
should have power to fix rates of
duty or should usurp any of the
natural functions of government.
IThe people through their elected
representatives must have power
over tariffs as over all other questions
of public policy. But we would be
rid of many misconceptions and
esci^ie much angry and un-
profitable controversy if we had a
High Court of Facts to which we
could appeal and if Parliament could
base industrial legislation iqx>n
evidence which would be substanti-
ally beyond suspicion in its origin,
definite in statement and unrelated
to any^ class or sectional interest.
The Tariff Commission of the United
SUtes has greatly moderated the
asperities of fiscal debate. It has
contributed towards stability in in-
dustry and caution in legislation.
It has not infringed t^on any of the
prerogatives of Congress, it is not
now an object of popular suspicion,
nor is it ever regarded as the mouth-
piece of any dass, party, or interest.
We need such a Court of Facts in
Canada, and one cannot easily
understand the attitude of organized
farmers who oppose its creation, as
contrasted with that of organized
labor which by resolution of the
Dominion Trades and Labor Con-
gress and by petition of 1,200 local
unions has declared unequivocally
and aggressively in favor of a Tariff
Commission.

FREIGHT RATES

We have a difficult railway prob-
lem, and at the moment there is
genera) irritation over heavy in-
creases in freight and passenger
charges. Owing to the great dis-
tances which separate communities
and Provinces in this country high
railway charges are very onerous,
^t possibly ineflkiency in trans-
portation is even more <£emoralizing
than the exaction of high rates by
the public carriers. This has been



demonstnted by the demoraHiatien
of flie rmUway lystem of the United
States, where aU biuinett has been
dislocated, coal shipments retarded

fi.5"V*^J» freight blockades
created, by the faUure of the raU-

^m!-**L**?" necessary capital for
roffin^ stock and e<iaipment. for the
maintenance of roadbed, for hitfh
power eni^es, and adequate tuSag
and terminal fadlitierit is diflicnlt
to conceive a more vnfortonate sitna-
tion than that which arises when the
*«nn»rtation services become vn-
equal to the demands of commerce
At any cost we must ensure that theraUway services of Canada do not
deteriteate and that the deficits

^^ *keiiational railway system donot involve oppressive general taxa.
tton. It does seem that railway
charges must increase if tens of
nullions are added to the wages ofradway workers and costs of ma-
terials and supplies increase pro-
portiemately. But I am concerned
chiefly to emphasize eflkiency as asupreme factor in transportation.
iHere is need to-day not only for the
expenditure of tens of millions but ofhundreds of millions on the national
railways to provide additional equip,ment more powerful engines, aid
stronger permanent structures, toimj^ve and rebuild roadbed, and togive better service for passengers
and expedite the movement of
fc-ight on the branches and evenon long sections of the main

til ?"' I**'"* » »i»fortune for
tte Grand Trunk and for Canadamat the Company never had ade-
quate supplies of capital, and the pro-

u*V °i
**** country will be retarded

!SS* ^J*n>»»ent in the operation
of the national railways cannot com-mand greater financial resources2" the Grand Trunk post^
Moreover, it is vital, in consideration
of our huge investments in railways
ttat popuUtion and production of
field and factory should increase and

SSLif!.°'*f Canadian carters to
totexprovincial markets and Cana-<Uan sea-ports.

^^

A WONDERFUL FUTURE
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A word as to the outlook for
Canada. No one may beUeve thatwe Shan not have unsettled periods
and seasons of commercial depres-
sion, that progress wiU be even and
onintercupted, and that we shall notbe affected by conditions and events
in other countries. We have learned
that a great war shakes the ends of

^!fS*^ *"•* *»** »o »*tion can bea world unto itself. But I do believe
that in flie next quarter of a centurywe shaU have not only the greatestfWwion in the history of Canada
bwt in the history of the continent

S»f/« •« men stiU living in the
United States who have seen iu
f*'™^^*"*'' from 25,000,000
to 105,000,000. Moreover Smt
country had to depend upon thenatur^ birth-rate and immigration

United States has varieties of climatej^ch we do not possess, I answer
that the South never attracted im-
Mgration and that the growth hasbeen chiefly under conditions of
cjmate and through the exploitation
of just such resources as we have in
Canada. We will draw from aEurope in the throes of recreation
and from a neighboring country ofover one hundred millions of people
of whom hundreds of thousands iii
flie years ahead will overflow into
«-*nada and assure a growth of
population beyond any ratio theUmted States ever knew and beyond
the dream of any optimist in the in-
fancy of Confederatton. The pros-
pect is as sobering as it is aUurintf
for tremendous problems Ue beforet^nartian statesmen, and there issupreme necessity that we should
have regard to the quaUty of immi-
grante who wiU come to us from anyand every country and protect as
best we may the character and dig.
nity of our institutions. If thestream runs too freely we must
IT ** *'*^' **'*=*»* »"<* PoUtical

evils, and one cannot but think that
there is a flavor of inhumanity ia



diwrtattai M a asttMd of caanc
ftWR tkc iBcvUaUe eouaqMacM ofMr ofWBmat of vUoB aad irlgflaMo.
It it doidMfU tf wo kavo iSewTw
•v«r tetro kad, mf adofaaia au-
cUaarf lor haadHai iauBi^rasta with
friaftMtr and wiadoai. PHauuflr,
iNtI potkapo aot axduhralf, wo
dwold radoavor to pat poople oa tho
iMd. bttt tto laad ahoald bo chooca
With kaowledio aad diMaiaiaatioa,
«• acw •etOoffs shoold havo all
aoccsaaiy tiaiaia^ aad aapenriatoa
dariatf tko fint yoara of occq^aacr,
>ad thej thoald hoTO all posaibic
pvotcctioa agaiatt aiistakea 'la
Mtliod aad failorw ia fcmdta. For
fiiflare ia sclcctioa of iauai^aata or
ia the syttcai of scttlcaicat aicaas
iiBpowttiahmd cfdMdea ia the towaa
aad dtica, a lower averale of dti«ea>
•hip, aad aa excess of iacoaipetcat
aad shiftless labor. Adequate
siyerrisioa of iauaigratioa aiay be
oaeroBS aad costif bat there could
be ao sooader aatioaal iaTestmeat
Oaa that «rtiidi prodoces a happy
•ad prosperous people. There is
aeed for doser oo-operatioa betweea
oc Federal Deparbaeat of Xuuni-
tratioa aad the Proriadal Gorera-
aMats to provide su^ accurate ia-
torautioa reganUag fanas available
for purchase ia older Caaada as is
afforded regardiag opportnaities aad
coaditioas ia the Ptairie Proviaces.
Fmr reasoas which aiay aot require
defeace the iauaigratioa poU^ of
ttc Federal Goverameat has beea
•cctioaal. Reaceforth it should be
aatioaal. Uaquestioaably aumy
British aad Aaiericaa settlers could
be placed oa iaiproved fanns ia
Oatario aad the Eastern Proviaces
uader coaditioas aad ia surronadiags
which would ensure pleasant social
relations and the certain prospect of
a decent return upon their invest-
ment.

EAST AND WEST

We complain sometines that the
West does aot understand older
Canada, that our industries are
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da^aMd, our capitalists saspeetad.
•ad our poMkal leaders distrastod.
Bat havewe aay adequate coacaptiua
of the optisBisai, the caergy, the
orastrucUve qaalily aad the paMotic
ViritefaMwastcrBpeopla? Oowa
naUse as wa should ftuA ttay ai«
iMihlfaig a aodal aad politleal strac
tare oa tta pniiies w^A win
coapare la virtue, ia solidity aad
ia flaish, with the best achiavcawato
of the pioacers ci these dUmr Pto-
liacas? It auy be that the West
does aot fully naderstaad oar teiuer
or our outlook, but oae is aot auwe
coafideat fbaH we of the East are
free froai reprr «it or that we have
aiade aay grea tcriflce of time or
aioaey or effort > i order to iatetprct
ourselves to the westera people aad
deaioastrate aa iaterent aad a
patriotism which are aot oilated with
ooasideratioaaofprofft. Eveaaiaay
^tte poUtical leaders of the oldn
Proviaces are coaiparativc straagers
to the Prairie popuhrfioa, aad except
dariag a geaeral electioa they seldom
appear 190a a western platform. It
is good fortuae for Caaada, aad I am
are I speak witk ao tkougkt ot aay
party iaterest or reUtioa, tkat a
r^rcseatative of the West has be-
ooaie Prime Miaister aad the leader
of a aatioaal party, aad surely oaly
aattoaal beaefit would follow tf
P^tical leaders of Britteh Cofambja
aad the Prairie Proviaces coald
wear more <rftea bc|iwe Boards of
Trade, aad Caaadiaa CMfo- aad
iadastrial orgaaisatioas ia older
Caaada, aad if through Grain
Growers' conventions and other
western orgaaisatioas the iadastrial,
fiaaadal aad political leaders of the
East could esUbUsh a more iatimate
reUtioa with the virile forces ia towa
and country which are moulding the
ten^ier aad fashioning the institu-
tions of the newer Provinces. If
there are differences between East
•ad West—and it is easy to exagger-
ate the gravity of such differences as
prevail—they are chiefly the result
of distance and want of intimacy and
knowledge, for tiie East can give the



WMt ao Immm In patetoMwi or
fHWe nMt, aor mud 1k« Wert look
l» fh» iMt for «suipiM is ideals or
cMofm—

t

. Bjr ir^or aad coungo
Hi poBUol oontrovcroy the truth is

wtsMlshod, aad it is aot to be
e^^edsd that either East or West
tHD yield its siacere coavicttoas or
ifwgalie aay iaal aathoritjr in
paMIe poHqr sare a parHaiaeatary
yofitf.
There is said to be aa orieatal

bM, called tte santamingo, nAidi
is bdlevcd bjr foolish sailors to give
its possessor great coatcat aad

I of aiiad. Aooordiag to a verse

ia

ol thelfioobiir^
Yoo wsa comm to . _
where Om saataadagoes axe:

Their wiags are saarise oraage aad
their tails are stsdight biae {

Yoa catch a saatamiago aad all jnnx

Letas all trjr to feel ttatwe
I

saataadagoes aad with
adad aad high coorage aad patriotic
ardor set oarsehpcs to the ^ksks aad
duties which coastitvte the fliUga-
tioas of dtiseash^ ia a free osaatry.
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