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Journal of Proceedings
OF THE FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF 

THE FISHERMEN'S PROTECTIVE UNION, HELD IN THE S.U.F.
HALL AT CHANGE ISLANDS. OCTOBER 29TH,

NOVEMBER 1ST, 2nd AND 3RD, 1909 .

Change Islands, October 29th, 1909.
HE First Annual Convention of the Supreme Council of 
the Fishermen’s Protective Union of Newfoundland 

opened here at 7.30 p.m. The President pro-tern presided. 
Mr. A. J. Hoff, appointed Acting Secretary. Several mem
bers of the Supreme Council and Delegates from Local 
Councils present, as well as a large number of visitors. 
The test being made the President de
livered the following address:—
To the Members of the Supreme Coun

cil of the Fishermen’s Protective
Union of Newfoundland.

My Friends :—
According to the Constitution, being 

Chairman of the first Local Council o- 
the Union, the official duties of Pred- 
dent fell to my lot, 1 beg therefore to 
submit the President’s annual report.
First, the Union was established and 
the Constitution adopted at a meeting 
held at Herring Neck, November 3rd 
last. This meeting was preceded by 
two public meetings held by me to sub
mit my idea of treatment accorded to 
the fishermen of the Colony by traders, 
fish exporters, and Government, and 1 
asked any present who entertained my 
ideas to remain and form a Union to 
defend the rights of fishermen. At 
those two meetings about 50 remained 
behind to enlist. Herring Neck has 
now two Local Councils, one at Her
ring Neck proper and one at Green’s 
Cove. As soon as the public learnt of 
the formation of this Union, applica
tions for copies of the Constitution became general, and a 
large correspondence was entailed in answering enquiries. 
Over three hundred Constitutions were applied for and 
forwarded. I had one thousand Constitutions printed 
which were cleared out during the winter. The de
mand for Constitutions is great and I had arranged for a 
3000 issue, but the tenderers failed to fill the order at that 
time and I subsequently decided to leave the issue until 
after the Supreme Council Session, when it would be ne
cessary to revise the Constitution.

From the first we encountered trouble because of the 
obligation. When we adopted it we had no idea that any 
one would think we were a secret organization, but such 
was the case, as His Grace Archbishop Howley publicly 
intimated. We withdrew in consequence, the clause in the 
obligation objected to, but it appeared this was not suffici
ent as further objection was made to taking any oath what
ever by members of the Roman Catholic Church, and as

we desired the co-operation of North and South, f Pro
testant and Catholic, in this mighty fight for Cou ry and 
Fishermen, 1 took the matter up with His Lordship Bishop 
McNeil of St. George’s and concluded a “declaration of 
membership’’ which was approved by Bishop McNeil and 
which now takes the place of the sworn obligation. The 
Roman Catholic people can now join with the knowledge 

that former objections have been re-t 
moved, no objection can now be made 
to a secret or oath-bound obligation. 
We must now trust to class feeling and 
interest, to consolidate and unite our 
ranks, and I firmly believe the fisher
men of this Colony will eventually 
unite under this Union, as a whole, and 
great benefits flow from our efforts. 
From the first I was fully conscious of 
the mighty work I was undertaking. 
For many years 1 had given it consid
eration, but never imagined that 1 
would be the unworthy instrument of 
bringing such an organization into be
ing. 1 had always hoped that some 
one, who cared for the down trodden 
fishermen, who possessed unusual abil
ity would come forward and be our 
Leader. But the awful treatment 
meted out by the prices paid, and the 
dishonest cull last Fall, induced me to 
act without further delay and bring the 
Union into existence.

Three years previous 1 had studied a 
constitution which I had been revising 
from time to time and as no other man 
attempted to move, something inspired 

me to go ahead, for I considered it better to dare mighty 
things and win mighty triumph, even though checkered by 
failure, than to rank longer with those poor spirits who 
neither enjoy much, or suffer much because they live such 
lives, that know neither victory or defeat, "Nothing venture 
nothing have," was the motto that guided me, and to-day, 
not yet one year from the starting day, we proudly proclaim 
to all the world that our humble efforts have resulted in the 
formation of 50 Local Councils with a membership of many 
thousands. Every member the coming year must be a work
er, for we have put our hands to that plough and there must 
be no looking back. We want all to be interested workers, 
for our field is a large one and must be covered by end of 
1912. By that time we must have 400 branches with 30,000 
members, if not more. I have held public meetings at sev
eral places and established many Councils. I am thankful 
for so much progress. It is far greater than 1 had hoped for 
when 1 started. The past has no regrets for me. We must

HON. W. F. COAKER, M.H.A. 
President of the F.P.U.
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face the coming year with courage and determination. 
We must at this session deal with many matters, the 
foremost being the revision of the Constitution in order to 
have a new issue 
printed as soon as we 
possibly can, we must 
adopt a Union fllag, 
button and guernsey.
The flag, button and 
guernsey, to my mind 
should be a sea blue 
ground with a white 
cod fish, surrounded 
with a red U. The 
fish and U to be 
placed on the breast 
of the guernsey.
Guernseys and button 
to be worn at Union 
processions and gath
erings. The flag to be 
in length one and a 
half its width, the ex
act size you will de
termine.

1 also opened negoi- 
ations with The Twil- 
Iinnate Sun, Plaindealer and other papers, regarding the 
publishing of a Union Paper, and will submit to you a pro
position that 1 consider will benefit the Union and aid its 
progress. I would recommend the appointment of a Standing 
Committee at each session to 
be called the "Committee on 
Finance,” the duty of which 
will be to allocate expendi
ture. In this connection it 
would be well to make pro
vision the coming year for 
organization work. Some 
one should be engaged in 
this respect for at least three 
months of the ensuing year, 
taking in as many places on 
the Southern and Western 
parts of the country as pos
sible. This expenditure is of 
the utmost importance, we 
cannot dispense with it. 1 
therefore recommend an as
sessment for the Supreme 
Council of ten cents per 
member, payable by January 
1st, which would be sufficient 
to cover the organizing ex
penses. The initiation fee 
should also receive your at
tention and provision made 
to raise the fee. We will also 
have to consider whether it 
is not advisable to open an 
office at St. John’s during 
next Oct. and Nov., to 
serve as Headquarters. By » 
next Fall the business will 
require constant attention, 
and a permanent official.
Your attention will also be 
given to such pressing legislature enactments as a stand
ard cull for fish, new system of cullers, the lobster fishery, 
prices of produce abroad, Labrador steamers, trade agents,

OF THE F.P.U. 
Herring Neck.

ARCH AT BON AVISTA, 1912 CONVENTION.

bonus for teachers regarding latest grant therefor, and a 
night school system ; incorporation of the Union, old age 
pensions, reduction of duties, increase of educational grant 

• for destitute places, 
cold storage, steam 
trawlers on the Banks. 
All those matters are 
of urgent public ne
cessity and should be 
accomplished without 
much delay. I suggest 
that you appoint a 
delegation to wait up- 
o n the Executive 
Council to lay those 
pressing matters be
fore the Government, 
we must keep ever
lasting at it until our 
efforts are crowned 
with success.

Since our formation 
a Board of Trade has 
come into existence. 
That body will, if it 
performs its duty 
faithfully regarding 

the regulating of fish exports, confer some benefits upon 
the Colony. It must now be carefully watched by us. We 
must see that it don’t use its powers to take the fishermen’s 
dollar. It was originally intended to place sworn cullers, 

and power to set up a stand
ard cull for fish, with this 
Board, but the protest of this 
Union to the Government 
apparently resulted in hav
ing those powers withheld 
from the Board in the act of 
incorporation. To place 
sworn cullers under the 
Board of Trade and to em
power it to make rules set
ting up a standard of cull for 
codfish would in my opinion 
be a public calamity, and 
should be opposed by all our 
power and influence. We 
endeavoured to move the 
Government towards obtain
ing the prices of produce, but 
to date they have not inti
mated their decision. The 
correspondence upon this 
and other matters will be 
tabled for your information.

From present indications 
the fishermen are to receive 
scant attention at the hands 
of the new Government, and 
I fear if we wish to have the 
wishes of the fishermen of 
the Colony respected, it will 
be necessary to elect eight 
or ten Union members for 
the House of Assembly, for 
it is useless to expect fair 
play, for the fishermen or 

workingmen, while the Assembly is controlled by the 
machine at St. John’s. No change is possible until politici
ans are brought to book in the Assembly by a few sturdy,
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practical members of the Fishermen's Protective Union. 
The spectacle witnessed last Spring of a new Govern
ment granting pensions to purse proud officials who should 
have provided for the evening of life from their life earn
ings, or by contributions to a Pension Fund, and also the 
appointment of friends to splendid public positions, with
out any attempt to economize will not soon be forgotten by 
the fishermen. I feel justified in saying that to-day the 
sum of from 50 to 70 thousand dollars could be saved an
nually by the adoption of business principles and strict 
economy in the public services. The leaders of the new 
Government are able men and want of ability to discern 
the signs of the times, and the evils of the present system 
of governing, will not be acceptable as excuses at the next 
general election. Much is ex
pected from the new rulers, 
we will see what good the next 
session of the Legislature has 
in store for the country, and at 
our next session we will be 
able to realize what benefits 
are to flow from the Morris 
Government during the next 
three years.

We should adopt a motto 
for the Union. I beg to sug
gest the following: “Suum 
Cuique”—Let each man have 
his own. This is what we are 
in this fight for, to secure for 
every man his rights. If we 
adopt a motto, it should head 
the Constitution, Instruments 
of Authority, and letterheads.

The amount payable annual
ly by each member should be 
fixed so that every candidate 
would know exactly what the 
Union is to cost him. I would 
suggest fixing the assessment 
at 50 cents a year, one half to 
go to the Supreme Council and 
the other half to defray ex
penses of the District and 
Local Councils. I also advise 
establishing next year a Sick 
Benefit Fund. From this fund 
assistance should also be given 
to members who require to 
purchase artificial limbs. The 
contributions should be fixed 
at one dollar and left option- 
able. A Sick Benefit Fund's 
Board of Trustees should also 
be annually elected by the 
Supreme Council, to consist of 
six members: The President and Secretary of the Supreme 
Council, with four others from the ranks. This Board 
should receive the contributions and pay all claims.

A Loan Fund should be established at the next 
annual meeting of the Supreme Council. It should 
provide for a payment of a certain amount by each 
subscribing to the Fund, and should also be entrusted to a 
Board of Trustees. It will not be possible to confer the 
greatest commercial benefits upon all members until a 
Union Store is established at St. John’s where members 
may obtain provisions and heavy articles at the lowest 
prices. This store would not prevent the importance of 
certain articles such as flour, salt, molasses, in vessel loads, 
direct to the different districts. Wonderful savings are

possible by buying and selling in bulk, and a store at head
quarters will enable the smaller branches to derive the 
benefits as well as the larger, and will supply what cannot 
be imported in large quantities by the districts. 1 find this 
Fall the want of such a store, as we cannot confer the bene
fits we might, because wholesale houses won't sell direct to 
the consumer, which we could do from our store. Wonder
ful possibilities are open to combination by our Union in 
such matters, and hundreds of thousands of dollars can be 
saved to members by utilizing those advantages.

If a sufficient number of members order salt through 
the Union,, the coming winter, we will import some next 
spring for the strongest Union sections and try to collect 
sufficient fish for return cargoes. I have had some corre

spondence with a Fishermen’s 
Association in Scotland, which 

I will show us what those fisher
men are doing regarding the 
advancement of their affairs.

We must also take a hand in 
the sale of lobsters canned by 
members of our Union. We 
are selling this article to local 
buvers every year at their own 
prices, and being combined, 
what is offered, is far below 
what ought to be paid. I feel 
sure we can secure $20 a case 
by combining and if necessary 
exporting our own catch. The 
price paid the past season - 
$12 is ridiculously low. The 
price of codfish advanced to $5 
and $6 per qtl. during the sea
son —our minimum mark -and 
every effort must be made to 
maintain those figures. 1 re
gret to report such a small 
catch of fish this year. The 
catch throughout will be about 
20 qtls. per man against 40 
qtls. per man last year. This 
v ill leave this season's voyage 
about POO,000 qtls. of fish 
short of last season and it will 
be no surprise to us to find that 
the price of fish abroad has ad
vanced to a very high figure in 
consequence. Surely my 
friends the hand of God may 
be seen in regard to the out

put of fish this season. Last 
'year, particularly in the Fall, 

fish was a despised article of 
food, and the manner in which 
our fishermen were treated by 

fish exporters will not soon be forgotten. The lessons 
taught by 1908 will be remembered in order to secure 
ourselves against similiar conditions and treatment 
in the future. The Government must be held responsible 
for a large measure of what happened in 1908, we must 
exert every ounce of energy we possess to compel the pre
sent Government to find new markets for codfish. The pre
sent good conditions are causing considerable indifference 
to these matters by our rulers, but if they don't do all pos
sible respecting this matter of opening new markets it will 
not be the fault of this Union.

1 notice a considerable feeling is astir in favour of 
utilizing gasolene boats to develop the fisheries. We must 
not countenance the introduction of motor boats into the

I------

AN OPEN AIR DINNER AT CHANGE ISLANDS. ' 
PRESIDENT COAKER THE PRINCIPAL GUEST.
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actual catching of fish, unless after great consideration, for 
such a use of them might tend to help the few and starve 
the many, but we believe there is room for the use of mo
tors in connection with the fisheries such as in bait boats, 
for supplying caplin, squid, and herring for bait, or to bait 
depots, also in trap skiffs tending cod traps, and in pro
pelling boats, craft 
and schooners, and 
the future will witness 
great advances along 
these lines. I fany of 
our members are con
sidering the purchase 
of an engine, they can 
secure them at whole
sale prices from the 
Union, which are 100 
per cent, lower than 
prices demanded lo
cally. 1 will be glad 
to give any member 
so inclined, all the in
formation 1 can upon 
this matter if applica
tion is made for the

1 selected Change 
Islands for the first 
meeting of the Su
preme Councils, be
cause it was most cen
tral to the Northern 
branches who com
pose such a large proportion of our Union at the present 
time. Another reason is the poor catch of fish which ne
cessitated economy in our expenditure. Had the Council 
been convened at St. John’s, a large portion of the dele
gates would (if they attended) been forced to meet heavy 
expenses, which are saved or dispensed with, by meeting at 
Change Islands; other 
expenses would also 
have been incurred 
which we were nut in 
a position to meet 
without casting addi
tional burdens upon 
our branches. Next 
year however we will 
be in a different posi
tion, and it would be 
well for us to meet at 
St. John’s and take ad
vantage of the pre
sence of our fisher
men there transacting 
their Fall’s business to 
hold meeting in the 
British Hall to ad
vance the interests of 
our Union, and to ex
plain our principles 
and aims to those who 
had not the privilege VIEW OF BON AVISTA LOOKING 

of learning them be-

The Government we are pleased to find have recently 
caused the Board of Trade to appoint a Trade Agent for 
Southern America. This is a step in the direction pro
posed by us to the Government last March; many more 
Trade Agents should be appointed to the different countries

where the sale of fish is possible as well as also to those 
now purchasing our fish, and 1 trust that by next October 
most of those appointments will be made, which 1 feel sure 
will greatly benefit our native land. 1 am not 
sure that the right man has been appointed for 
South America, 1 would prefer seeing the position fill

ed by a qualified New
foundlander, and 1 
hope the Government 
will not sanction the 
appointment of for
eigners, when natives 
can be found to fill the 
position.

The Board of Trade, 
or rather the Mer
chants' Union of New
foundland, have had 
the presumption to ap
point an Inspector of 
Cullers for St. John’s 
who is responsible to 
the Merchants' Union 
and paid by the fisher
men who require his 
services. This must be 
resolutely oppo s e d. 
This Union must not 
for one moment con
sent to placing an In
spector of Cullers un
der the Board of Trade 
to settle fish culling 

disputes between the seller and the buyer. The Fisher
men's Protective Union will oppose the Merchants’ Union 
Culling Inspector with all its strength, and we look to Sir 
Edward Morris to fulfil his promise made at the Sealers’ 
Meeting last Spring to give the country a standard cull for 
fish, and a system of cullers that would not cost the coun

try one cent. If that 
promise means what 
has been launched at 
St. John’s recently by 
the Merchants’ Union, 
I must condemn it and 
call upon you to take 
such steps as you con
sider necessary to pro
tect the rights of the 
Fishermen regarding 
this matter. If the 
Merchants' Union, 
comprised of about 
300, consider that 40,- 
000 Fishermen will 
cbalmly submit to 
their methods of buy
ing, culling and ex
porting codfish, they 
will find a big mistake 
is being made, unless 
1 form a wrong opin- 

S. FROM WALKHAM’S BRIDGE. i°n of the Fishermen’s 
ideas on those matters.

I have recently found that the one paper favourable to 
our Union has been “dragooned." and we have consequent
ly been shut out from all public notice. I want you as well 
as the whole Colony to know, that the united influence of 
St. John's has been thrown against the Fishermen's Union. 
It seems that our Union is not wanted at St. John’s by those

PRES. COAKER ADDRESSING F.P.U. MEN IN HALL AT TILTING

COAKE;

OA f "
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who live, and move, and have their being, through the cod
fish. If St. John’s wants to fight our Union, we are ready 
to defend ourselves, but let the blame not rest upon us. We 
will pick no quarrels unjustly, but when provoked we must 
defend ourselves. In order to do this we must possess a 
Union paper issued weekly, and sold at a small cost. A 
committee should be immediately appointed to consider 
this matter, and before we close this convention our plans 
to publish a weekly paper should be completed. Then we 
will be in a position to meet those who would scorn a Union 
of the Toilers of the Sea in Newfoundland.

I am ready to do my part in the future as 1 have dur
ing the year past, d I call upon you, and every Union 
man, to do your p and assist "me in carrying on this 
movement to uplift Jur Country, and her badly treated 
host of 40,000 Fishermen. If you do not want this move
ment to progress, say so at once, and save me a future of 
hard labour and worry, and I will live my life of content
ment attending to the daily routine of farm life. I have

combination, for our aim is to benefit the Country, as well 
as the Fishermen, while the Unions at St. John's exist, to 
secure advantages for themselves, at the expense of the 
fish catchers in the outports. Theirs is for self, which of 
course is their right, ours is a noble endeavour to secure 
prices for produce, that if obtained, will keep our country 
prosperous, and young fishermen from emigrating, to pur
chase the heavy necessities of life, in a bulk, and thus se
cure co-operative advantages, and permit the Fishermen's 
income to go further to provide for those who have labored 
to build up our country, when labouring days have passed, 
to secure for all, clean government, and just equitable 
laws. Should we be ashamed of such an effort? Should 
we care for any opposition no matter whence the source? 
Should we hesitate because some cowardly fisherman hold 
back, and lick the feet of their blood-suckers? Should we 
disband because of the greatness of our task? Should we 
weaken our efforts because those in high places treat us 
with contempt? Should we not rather be filled with pride,

F.P.U. COUNCIL AT JAMESTOWN, B.B.

done my best for the Union since it was established, it now 
behooves the Fishermen to do their best, and together we 
ought to be able in a few years to secure, for every man 
his own. I believe with the great Earl of Beaconsfield, that 
everything is possible to those who will labour, if we do not 
labour to secure a Square Deal, the square deal will never 
be our portion. If Fishermen expect that they can obtain 
fair play without combining, they are the only body of toil
ers in the civilized world who expect so. Every trade and 
calling now has its Union, and if all secure advantages and 
benefits, through such combination, why should not the 
Fishermen of Newfoundland, through their Union. If Sail
ors, Labourers, Carpenters, Tinsmiths, Blacksmiths, Ma
sons, Cabmen, Carters, Coopers, Firemen, Printers, Skin
ners, Fish Buyers, Clerks and Book Keepers at St. John’s 
can form Unions, and derive great benefits through them, 
why should not the Fishermen, (who must foot the bills for 
all the Unions in St. John’s) derive protection and benefit 
from a Fishermen’s Protective Union. We are not a selfish

and pleasure, to find that in spite of all obstacles, we have 
succeeded in achieving so much, in such a short space of 
time, and that before me, are now gathered, many true, 
loyal, earnest, diligent representatives of our branches, 
who are determined t> continue the work so well begun, 
and to hand it on to a coming class of young fishermen, 
who will secure for “every man his own," or bid farewell 
to the shores of their Native Land?

We must not forget that although this season's catch 
of fish is small, yet the prices are now below $5 for No. 1 
small and Labrador only $3.50 per qtl. ; should we not well 
consider this fact, and rejoice, that our catch is not large. 
Had it been even one and a half million qtls. the price 
would not have exceeded $3 per qtl. for No. 1 small and $2 
for Labrador, in which case, ten thousand of our primest 
men would have emigrated, and that, combined with the 
lack of confidence in the future, which those remaining 
must have experienced, would have been sufficient to cause 
serious alarm regarding the future of Newfoundland. There
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is greater need of combined action on the part of Fisher
men and Rulers to-day than there was last Fall. The Fish
ermen should leave no stone unturned in their endeavour 
to stimulate our Rulers in seeking new outlets for our cod
fish. Our Rulers should place new outlets for codfish fore
most in their plans and policy, for failure to find new out
lets will certainly lead to very serious conditions. Let us 
therefore avail of every opportunity to lay this vital matter 
before the fishermen who are not Unionists and endeavour 
to induce them to help us in our mission to find new outlets 
for codfish by making our Union so strong that the Govern
ment will not be able to ignore or delay our appeals re
garding this issue.

We are but one year established, but much that ap
peared experimental at the start has turned out to be safe, 
some alterations have been made caused by the experi
ences of the year, and other changes will be made that ex
perience has shown to be necessary. We therefore highly 
value i"he experiences of the year past and must do our ut-

this opportunity of extending to you a warm welcome to 
this settlement.

This convention marks a very important epoch in the 
affairs of the Fishermen of Newfoundland, which we feel 
sure will eventually prove to be of great benefit to the Fish
ing and Labouring classes of this Colony.

This branch of the Union consisting of over 200 mem
bers will endeavour to promote the welfare of the Union to 
the utmost of our power. We believe this movement is 
destined to revolutionize fishing, political, and commercial 
interests of the country, in a manner that will ensure for 
the toiler a more equal voice in the Government of the 
Country, as well as securing a square deal for those en
gaged fishing. We are especially pleased to welcome 
Air. Coaker, the promoter of this movement who estab
lished this branch of the Union last February, and 
sincerely wish that every success will follow his en
deavours to fully organize the Union throughout this Col
ony. We desire to record our appreciation of the work

A SMALL F.P.U. COUNCIL PARADING AT GOOSE BAY.

most to apply its lessons to promote the welfare of the

I give you all a hearty welcome to our first Annual 
Session of the Supreme Council of the Fishermen’s Protec
tive Union of Newfoundland, and 1 trust our deliberations 
may conduce to the welfare and advancement of our Union 
and Native Isle. W. F. COAKER, President.

A Committee to consider the President’s Address was 
appointed consisting of W. Lucus, A. J. Hoff and Walter 
Burke. Another Committee to consider the advisability of 
establishing a Union Paper consisting of Dormon Fenne- 
more, J. A. Parsons, George Mercer, P. Andre, A. J. Hoff, 
W. Lucus and W. Burke was appointed.

The following Address of Welcome was read by the 
Local Chairman, Mr. Hoff, and replied to by the President : 
To the President and Members of the Supreme Council of 

the Fishermen’s Protective Union of Newfoundland. 
Esteemed President and Friends :—

We, the members of Change Islands Local Council of 
the Fishermen’s Protective Union of Newfoundland, take

already performed by President Coaker, and pledge our
selves to stand by him in every possible way, in this fight, 
to obtain for the people, an organization that will secure 
for every man his own.

On behalf of Change Island Local Council.
A. J. HOFF, Chairman.
WALTER WATTON, Secretary. 

Change Islands, October 29th, 1909.

October 30th, 1909.
The Committee to consider the advisibility of estab

lishing a Union Paper submitted the following report:
Fishermen’s Hall, Change Islands,

Mr. President :— October 30th, 1909.
Your Committee appointed to consider the establish

ment of a Union Paper, beg to report that they have care
fully considered the matter referred to them and recom
mended the following:

(1) That it is advisable to establish a Union Paper 
without delay.
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(2) That a circular be issued by the President to the 
Local Council inviting subscriptions.

(3) That the subscriptions should not exceed 50 cents.
(4) That the President be empowered to arrange for

the publication and management of the paper, 
which, if possible should be issued by the begin
ning of 1910.

In conclusion, we sincerely wish this venture every 
success and trust every Union member 
able to read will subscribe for the pa
per, and do his utmost to make it a suc-

Respectfully submitted,
DORMAN FENNEMORE 
GEORGE MERCER 
PETER ANDRE 
JAMES A. PARSONS 
WM. LUCUS 
ALFRED J. HOFF 
WALTER BURKE.

A Committee consisting of A. J.
Hoff, W. Lucus, W. Burke and Jas. A.
Parsons was appointed to draft a me
morial to the Government upon the 
lines suggested by the President in his 
address, to be laid before the Execu
tive Council of the Government by a 
deputation from the Council. A re
cess was taken until 2.30 p.m.

The Committee submitted the fol
lowing report:—
To the President and Members of the 

Supreme Council of the F.P.U.:
We, your Committee appointed to 

draft a memorial to the Government, 
submit the following:—
To His Excellency the Governor in

Council:—
The Leader of the Government intimated last March 

at the Sealers’ Meeting, that it was the intention of the 
Government to introduce a law providing for a standard

cull of codfish. The Fishermen’s Protective Union have 
given this matter much consideration and we beg to sub
mit the following suggestions for the consideration of the 
Government anent this matter.

Qualities there should be four and 
damp. No. 1 large and small. No. 2, 
large and small. No. 3, No. 4 and

No. I large should be dry, sound, 
smooth, well salted fish, over 17 inches 
down to 18 inches, same scale of 
measurement as for large.

No. I small same qualifications as in 
No. I large, from under 17 inches 
down to 18 inches, same scale of mea
surement as for large.

No. 2 large should be dry, sound, 
rough looking, over-salted fish of same 
lenrth as No. 1 large.

No. 2 small of same qualifications as 
No. 2 large, from 8 inches to 17 inches, 
same scale in measurement as No. 1

No. 3 should be all small under 8 
inches and all broken or sun-cracked 
fish of all lengths.

No. 4 to consist of slimy fish.
The damp fish of all sizes and quali

ties to go together, at 40c. per qtl. be
low the price of No. 1 small. No. 2 
large to be 50c. per qtl. less than No. 
I large. No. 1 small to be $1 per qtl. 
less than No. 1 large. No. 2 small to be 

fifty cents per qtl. less than No. 1 small. No. 3 to be one 
dollar and fifty cents per qtl. less than No. I small. No. 
4 to be fifty cents per qtl. less than No. 3.

Labrador fish to be culled in three qualities: No. I,

ELLISTON BAND. 1912 CONVENTION.

No. 2, No. 3. When sold as green Labrador. No. 1 should 
consist of all sound fish over 17 inches. No. 2 of all sound 
fish from less than 17 inches down. No. 3 of broken fish 
and slimy fish.

DELEGATES AT GREENSPOND CONVENTION.
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Labrador prices to be:—No. 1 green, one dollar and 
fifty cents below No. 1 large dry. No. 2 fifty cents less 
than Ne. I. No. 3 $2 below No. 1.

The quintal to be fixed at 100 lbs. instead of 112 lbs.
Cullers for St. John’s. All cullers to be sworn and 

paid by the Government, and responsible to an Inspector

of Cullers, who will examine and licence every Culler un
der him. No other person to interfere with a Culler under 
certain fines or punishment. All disputes to be decided by 
the Inspector. The Inspector to remove all Cullers for 
breach of duty when proven by him upon three occasions 
and to cancel the Culler's license for five years. Inspector 
shall provide Cullers for the purpose of preventing the mix
ing of fish in the stores, and 
culling damp fish that has been 
dried, and certifying qualities 
of fish in packages put up in 
the store, and also of cargoes 
in bulk. The Inspector shall 
brand all packages that are so 
certified by his agent and certi
fy all cargoes in bulk when 
sent abroad. Severe penalties 
should be laid down for mix
ing fish after it comes from the 
cullers on the wharf, with an
other quality. The Govern
ment to recover payment from 
each firm of the amount paid 
out by it to cullers employed 
at their respective premises.
The Inspector of Cullers to be 
appointed by and responsible 
to the Department of Marine 
and Fisheries, and should be 
an Outport Planter. He should 
be liable to dismissal for a 
single breach of duty. He 
should examine and grant certificates to Outport Inspectors 
of Cullers.

Cullers for Outports : All Cullers should be sworn 
and pass an examination under the Outport Inspector, and 
hold a license from the Inspector before culling any fish. 
They should be paid by the person or firm employing them 
to cull, but when culling fish, should be entirely subject to

the Inspector and responsible to him alone.
The Inspector shall have power to dismiss any 

Culler for breach of duty and cancel his license for five

All disputes between buyer and seller to be decided 
by the Inspector. No party to interfere with a culler but the 

Inspector. The Inspector to 
be recommended by the 
Fishermen’s Union and ap
pointed by the Department 
of Fisheries, and subject to 
dismissal for breach of duty, 
after enquirv conducted by 
the Fishery Department be
fore a Magistrate or Com
missioner. The Inspector 
should be paid by the Gov
ernment, and the amount so 
paid collected from each fish 
buyer at each port in pro
portion to the fish handled 
for the season. For small 
places where little fish is 
sold by the fishermen, those 
culling shall be examined 
and approved by the nearest 
Inspector to such a place, 
and all complaints between 
buyer and seller, or culler 
and fishermen shall be de
cided by such Inspector

nearest to such a place.
The Outport Inspectors shall also take steps to pre

vent mixing of fish in stores, after being culled on the 
wharf, and of certifying all cargoes exported, in bulk and 
branding all packages. The Outport Inspectors shall be 
examined by, and granted certificates by the Inspector of 
St. John's, and unless holding such certificate, shall not be

appointed by the Department.
Outport Inspectors shall also be the Inspector of 

Weights and Measures for the ports they serve.
Fishermen’s Timber Reserves. These reserves are 

being rapidly depleted of timber and a serious condition of 
affairs will soon face the fishermen unless steps are taken 
to secure what timber still remains upon those reserves.

A CATALINA ARCH IN HONOR OF PRES. COAKER.

THE NEW F.P.U. YACHT.
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Small mills should not be permitted to cut green timber 
outside of three miles along the shore. Hand-logging 
should be immediately prohibited as this evil is rapidly 
growing If timber for the construction of schooners, 
boats, &c., cannot be had, and material for the upkeep of 
fishing rooms cannot be obtained from our local forests, a 
condition of affairs now hard 
torealize will face the Colony.

Lobster Inspection and Cull.
There shall be a Lobster In
spector for St. John's to have 
control of the testing and grad
ing of canned lobsters. He 
shall provide sufficient subo. - 
dinates to supply firms pur
chasing lobster. These subor
dinates shall pass an examina
tion of qualification and be 
licensed by the Inspector. They 
shall test all cans purchased 
by the firms alloted to each, 
and grade the quality of the 
quality of the lobster. They 
shall see that no lobster grad
ed lower than No. I is mixed 
with No. I, or that lobster 
bought at less than No. I price 
is mixed or shipped abroad 
with No. 1.

The Inspector shall brand all 
cases exported when his agent 
can vouch for their contents.
Severe punishment should be provided for any firm mixing 
lobster after passing the test of the culler. The Inspector 
and his agents to be dismissed for first breach of duty, and 
the license cancelled for the future. The Government shall 
pay the salaries of Inspector and his agents, and receive 
the said payments by placing an export tax of 10c. per

case. The cullers shall only be engaged by the Inspector 
for the season requiring the testing and grading of lobsters 
from June to October.

Information Bureau. The move instituted by the Gov
ernment in this respect is commendable, but we strongly 
urge the Government to withdraw information regarding

the catches of codfish from the public reports. Such in
formation is not desirable and may be injurious to the fish
ermen’s financial interests.

Trade Agents. We respectfully recommend the Gov
ernment to lose no further time in dispatching a half-dozen 
Trade Agents to seek new markets and to stimulate the

sales in the old markets. The country must find new 
markets for at least half a million quintals of fish or con
fidence in the fisheries will be sadly lacking, and the young 
men leaving the Colony to find homes abroad. While con
ditions are such as to permit at any time a repetition of the 
Black Fall of 1908, the young men will not have sufficient 

confidence in the fishery, to 
continue at it, after enough has 
been made to carry them to 
Canada or the United States. 
Make a return to 1908 condi
tions impossible by finding 
markets for one third of our 
present catch. If this is ac
complished, there need be no 
apprehension of seeing an
other 1908. We therefore beg 
the Government to lose no fur
ther time in arranging for the 
dispatch of at least six Trade 
Agents. We would suggest 
sending business men who 
have spent their years in con
nection with fish trade.

Outport Hospitals. We 
strongly urge the Government 
to make a start in connection 
with their promises in this re
spect and are of opinion that 
Twillingate, Fogo and Bona- 
vista should be considered 
the coming session, as great 

suffering and often loss of lives are caused, owing to the 
want of those most beneficial institutions.

Prices of Fishery Produce Abroad. We have already 
laid a request for this concession before the Government, 
hut the Government is not willing to grant the fishermen 
this important concession, or some intimation of its desire

A PICNIC AT THE WADHAM S ISLAND IN HONOR OF PRESIDENT COAKER.

WAITING THE ARRIVAL OF PRESIDENT COAKER AT JOE BATT S ARM.
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would have reached us. We again ask with all our strength 
for this concession. It will cost the Colony but a small 
sum. and the cost will be cheerfully borne by the fisher
men. We desire to have this information published week
ly, and if arrangements are made to furnish this informa
tion, we will conclude that the Government intends to do 
its duty regarding the requirements of the fishermen.

The farmers of Canada, America or Europe can see 
every day a report in the papers of the prices farm produce

is fetching at the different cities and distributing centres. 
They even know what prices will range in three months. 
They know the cost of transportation and other expenses, 
and can satisfy themselves every day as to whether they 
are receiving fair returns for their output, compared to 
prices current at wholesale centres. If the farmers are so 
considered in countries where they form a minority, surely 
the fishermen of this country who compose four-fifths of 
♦he population should be equally well considered by the 
powers that be, and prices of fishery produce at the various 
markets, published for their information.

Labrador Steamers. We were somewhat 
surprised to find that a measure to prohibit 
steamers from engaging in the Labrador fish
eries was not enacted at the last session of 
the Legislature. We feel sure the Govern
ment will not permit another session to close 
until such a measure has passed both 
branches of the Legislature. We would sug
gest that the measure be founded on the idea 
and proposals made in the Assembly by the 
late lamented Captain Charles Dawe: un
less this is done it will not meet the wishes 
of the fishermen engaged in the fish
eries along that coast. We also wish to have 
electric motors prohibited from engaging in 
the fishery on the Labrador and Newfound
land coast.

Outport Night Schools. The Union is of 
the opinion that a mistake was made when the 
Government at the last session of the Legislature passed 
an additional grant of Twenty Thousand Dollars as a 
bonus for teachers, under existing circumstances, we do 
not oppose the increase in the grant for education. We ap
preciate the increased vote but we object to having Twenty 
Thousand Dollars added to the bonus paid teachers for 
daily services, as we are of the opinion that the bonus pre
viously paid, and the salaries many of them received well 
compensated them for the time they gave to teaching. 
They work but 210 days out of 365, and then for only about

five hours each day. If the payment for such services were 
inadequate, then any lively teacher should have been en
abled to supplement his income by opening a Night School 
three hours for five nights each week for six months of the 
year, and this $20,000 vote allocated to pay a decent bonus 
to such teachers. One school in each settlement would be 
sufficient, and all the teachers in a settlement who wished 
to receive the Government bonus should instruct in the one 
school. The higher or oldest teachers taking charge, and 

the school purely undenominational. An ex
tra bonus should be paid teachers who give 
instructions in Navigation. The school 
should open 1st November and close 1st May. 
There is a general demand now-a-days for 
night schools, all over the country. Young 
men who left school with very little education 
and more who never had the privilege of at
tending a school, now realize what the want 
of education means, and would never forget 
a Government who placed night schools at 
their disposal. This $20,000 grant should not 
be expended for day teacher bonuses, but 
should at the next session of the Legislature 
be withdrawn and given for night teachers' 
bonus, and if necessary increased to $25,000. 
The grant for small places is still much too 
small. We would rejoice to find the Govern
ment increase this vote by another $10,000. 
It, is the small places that should be at
tended to now, for if the larger places lack 

education it is the fault of the people and not the grants. 
The smaller places must not be permitted to remain in ig
norance while their fellow fishermen at the larger settle
ments are provided with a fair education. The one black 
mark in education will be removed just as soon as the grant 
for smaller places is increased sufficient to place a teacher 
twelve months at places containing 20 schoolable children. 
Some system should be adopted by the Legislature to per
mit the co-operation of all denominations in the smaller 
places, or at least where a permanent school cannot be

maintained unless by uniting the grants. The fees should 
also be abolished. While fees are collected many a child 
will suffer for want of education. We strongly urge the 
Government to give us free schools, and with free schools 
we pray that compulsory attendance will be coupled. 
Schools should be open everywhere where 20 children re
side. They should be free from the payment of any fee, 
and children over seven years should be forced by law to 
attend school until they pass the 5th Standard or reach the 
age of 14 years.

JOE BATT S ARM WELCOMING PRESIDENT COAKER, 1913.

VIEW OF BONAVISTA—LOOKING N. FROM WALKHAM S HILL.
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Compulsory attendance will be supported and aided by 
this Union with all its strength. No safer steps could be 
introduced for the fishermen's welfare. The attendance 
should cover at least 6 months out of 12. All children 
should attend school from 1st November till 1st May, the 
remaining months should be optional with parents. The 
time is ripe for the introduction of this system. Almost 
every civilized country has adopted it, if it benefis the peo
ple of those countries, it will also benefit ours. We pray 
that compulsory education be introduced at 
the next session of the Legislature, and we 
predict a ready welcome of the system by the 
fishermen.

Reduction of Duties upon Certain Ar
ticles. We consider a readjustment of the 
tariff should be made, and the duty reduced 
on some articles and advanced on others.
When the Government is prepared to carry 
out this portion of its promises, we trust this 
Union will be requested to lay its views be
fore the Minister of Finance.

Old Age Pensions. This matter is also 
very important. Large pensions have been 
provided for several civil servants during the 
present year and we consider this system 
should be discontinued, and a scheme intro
duced to enable civil servants to pay a cer
tain yearly sum into a fund that will provide 
an annual payment when retiring time ar
rives. We know the Government is pledged to 
introduce an Old Age Pension, but this Union also has 
adopted it as a plank in its platform ,and until the pension 
is paid, will continue to agitate the matter. We would sug
gest the payment of $2.00 a week to men who have reached 
the age of 70 years, and who are unprovided for. There 
would be about 2200 applicants, amongst these scores of 
men now receiving the pauper’s dole which amounts to 
about $30,000, $190,000 there would have to be raised to 
carry out the suggestion of $2.00 each, weekly. A tax 
should be placed on ores exported in a raw state, say 10c.

per ton on iron ore, and 40c. on copper, and an export tax 
of one dollar per thousand on lumber. These sources 
should afford $100,000 and the balance of $80,000 could 
be raised by a tax of 20c. on flour per barrel, or an export 
tax on paper. Flour is used by all, and the tax of 20c. 
would be general, and devoted to one of the most beneficial 
purposes ever served by the imposition of a tax. As the tax 
of 20c. a barrel on flour would not be a heavy one, it would 
be but a small contribution from each fisherman in order to

carry out a duty that we all admit should be fulfilled. The 
worn out fisherman should be provided for, and in the opin
ion of this Union, it can be done without casting anything 
I ke a burden upon any. This Union will oppose placing a 
tax upon the people for this purpose, other than that of 
20c. on flour. We trust that when we assemble next annual 
session, this Union will be able to pass on its congratula- 
■ions to the Government for performing its duty to the worn 
out fisherman, and later on, to the worn out women as well.

FRONT OF F.P.U. SHOP, HERRING NECK.

Cold Storage. We will welcome the plans of the Gov
ernment regarding cold storage, if they include a system of 
storing bait for fishermen at certain depots erected and 
maintained by the Government, and supplies of bait cared 
for and delivered to the fishermen who supplied it, with
out charge. The public officials in the outports should be 
placed in charge of those depots, at the same salaries as 
they now receive. There is an official in almost every set
tlement that could be appointed keeper of the depot in his 
locality without further charge to the country. We would 

welcome a system which would export fresh 
fish and salmon to Canada, the United States 
and England. The codfish taken on the West 
Coast in winter should all be exported in cold 
storage, this would not entail much expense 
or time to establish, and we trust that a start 
will be made in this direction the coming 
winter. The Fishery Department should take 
up this matter with energy and vigor and 
show what can be done in the way of export
ing fresh codfish to Canada and America. 
The Board of Trade should not be expected 
to undertake these improvements of itself. It 
will take quite a time to place the Board on 
its legs. It will be many months before prac
tical results will flow from the Board’s en
deavours. It will have sufficient work in the 
jmmediate future in directing the export of 
dry fish which at present is the most pressing 
issue before the country, that the Board is 
expected to attend to. Every effort there

fore should be made by the Fishery Department to see that 
some suitable arrangement is made to export the fresh cod 
from the West Coast the coming winter.

Steam Trawlers. The great havoc caused this season 
by the great fleet of French trawlers on the Banks have 
brought this matter to the forefront, and unless measures 
are adopted without delay, this great evil will eventually 
ruin our codfishery in this Colony. We trust the Govern
ment has taken steps to ascertain how Canada, America,

F.P.U. PREMISES AT HERRING NECK.

«Tara.
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Frince and Britain view this menace, and that the Gov
ernment will do all possible to further an international con
ference of those nations, in order to prohibit the use of 
steam trawlers off our coasts and on the Grand Banks.

Incorporation. As this Union now numbers thousands 
of members and propose to obtain heavy fishery supplies,

such as salt, twine, canvas, &c., and provisions at the cheap
est market, we have decided to seek incorporation from the 
Legislature, and we respectfully solicit the friendly aid and 
support of the Government, to accomplish this object. 
There is no reason why this Union will not confer many 
benefits upon its members, and being so large and influ
ential, upon the whole Col
ony. To make it as bene
ficial as possible we there
fore seek to have our or
ganization incorporated by 
Act of Parliament, and rely 
upon the hearty co-opera
tion of both political parties 
in the Legislature to aid our 
endeavours to promote the 
interests of Fishermen and 
Country.

Rinding Fir Trees. We 
respectfully contend that 
rinding trees to provide 
covering for fish piles or 
other uses should be pro
hibited. Many countries 
have established a system 
of re-foresting while New
foundland deliberately kills 
a million of fir trees annual
ly in order to provide rinds.
Rinds could easily and 
cheaply be replaced by can
vas coverings, which would 
be far more suitable for the purpose of protecting fish 
piles than rinds. We request that the duty be taken 
off canvas, so as to aid the fishermen in this respect. 
Every tree rinded becomes valueless and useless, and 
as the prime young fir tree is generally the victim, 
every rind means the waste of 100 feet of prime lumber,

valued at least one dollar and fifty cents each when the tree 
matures. A rind is worth not more than 20 cents, conse
quently the timber wealth of the Colony should not be 
wasted in such a manner. The one million trees annually 
means a waste of one and a half million dollars worth of 
timber. In time past when the forests were untouched by 

fires or the loggers’ axe, the 
waste was not so noted, but 
now a day, when the forests 
are well nigh depleted this 
waste in rinding means the 
future weal or woe of our 
timber supply for fishing 
purposes. We therefore re
commend the Government 
to pass an Act at the next 
session of the Legislature, 
prohibiting the rinding of 
trees throughout the Col-

Brazilian Trade Commis
sioners. This Union from 
information published in 
the daily papers has learnt 
that a Trade Commissioner 
is about to be appointed for 
Brazil and other parts of 
South America. We avail 
of this opportunity to thank 
the Government for taking 
the intial step with respect 
to the matter of dispatching 

Trade Agents, and we feel sure the fishermen of this Col
ony will greatly appreciate the action of the Government 
in this respect and that several other Agents will be dis
patched without delay.

The fall in the price of fish and the abominable week
ly invented cull of the present fall has again depressed our

fishermen, and caused hundreds of our young fishermen to 
emigrate, and every effort should be made by the Govern
ment to secure new markets for fish, and to establish a 
standard cull on the lines recommended herein by this 
Union. Young fishermen will not remain in the Colony un
less the price of fish can be maintained at as much as $6.00

NEWMAN'S COVE UNIONISTS TAKE A TRIP ON THE "F.P.U.”

WOMEN AND MEN OF FOGO WELCOMING PRES. COAKER.
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for large No. I, and $5.00 for small No. I, and $4.00 for 
Labrador. Any reduction in those prices will mean the 
emigration of our young fishermen as they grow up. 

Respectfully submitted,
W. LUCAS, W. BURKE,
A. J. HOFF, J. A. PARSONS.

We recommend the purchase of a mimeograph for the 
President’s office and also the allocation of ten cents as
sessment to defray the expenses of the President's office 
during the coming year.

We suggest that a small commission be placed upon 
goods handled by the Union Store at St. John’s to defray 

the running expenses of the

SQUAD OF VISITORS TO MEET PRES. COAKER AT NEWMAN’S COVE.

Change Islands, Oct. 30th, 1918.
Pursuant to adjournment the President at 7.30 p.m. 

declared the Council opened for the transaction of busi
ness. The Committee on Finance submitted their report.
I»;# [L \> S.U.F. Hall, Change Islands, October 30th, 1909.
To the President and Members of the Supreme Council of 

the Fishermen’s Protec
tive Union of Newfound-

Your Committee on Fin
ance have considered the 
matter referred to them and 
submitted the following:—

In presenting the first 
annual audit of the financial 
condition of this Supreme 
Council for the past year, 
your auditors beg to state 
that they have carefully 
audited the books and all 
accounts of the President 
for the past year and are 
pleased to say that they 
have found the accounts 
correct. Following is the 
result of their audit:—

We find the receipts from 
all sources to be $93.40, 
disbursements, $79.91 ; bal
ance on hand, $13.49; out
standing bills, $25.00; due 
by Local Councils, $39.20; 
due to Local Councils, $8.00.

We endorse the decision of the Council to assess 
members ten cents for organizing purposes.

The amount due Local Councils are for Constitutions 
that have been ordered and not supplied on account of the 
proposed changes to be made in it.

We also recommend the 
printing of 3,000 Constitu
tions at the Councils ex
pense, the arrangements to 
be made by the President. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WILLIAM LUCAS, 
WALTER BURKE 
JESSE CHAULK. 

The next item in order of 
business being election of 
officers for 1910, the follow
ing were elected :

President, W. F. Coaker. 
Vice-Pres., A. J. Hoff. 
Secy., Dorm. Fennemore. 
Treas., Edwin Kearley. 
The President then in

stalled the Council emphas
izing his appreciation of 
their action.

Proposed by A. J. Hoff, 
seconded by W. Lucas, and 
resolved,—That this First 

Annual Convention of the Supreme Council of the Fisher
men’s Protective Union of Newfoundland closed.

OFFICERS OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL :
W. F. Coaker, President.
A. J. Hoff, Vice-President, Change Islands.
Dorman Fennemore, Secretary, Barr’d Islands.

EXPLOITS UNIONISTS AWAITING PRES. COAKER’S ARRIVAL 
AT F.P.U. PREMISES.

Edwin Kearley, Treasurer, Herring Neck.
Sick Benefit Trustee Board—W. F. Coaker, D. Fenne

more, John Banks, Walter Burke, J. A. Parsons, and Geo. 
Mercer. A. J. HOFF, Acting Secretary.

W. F. COAKER, President.
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THE FISHERMEN'S PROTECTIVE UNION, HELD AT CATALINA, 
DECEMBER 12TH, 13TH AND I4TH, 1910.
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Catalina, December 12th, 1910.

THE President, W. F. Coaker, called the meeting to or
der at 9.30 a.m.; thirty-three Delegates present, mem

bers tested and credentials found in order. Friend Dug. 
White, Chairman of Catalina Local Council, read an Ad
dress of Welcome, as follows :—
To the President and Mem

bers of the Supreme 
Council of the Fisher
men’s Protective Union.

Esteemed President ahd 
Members:—
With great pleasure and 

deep sincerity we, the mem
bers of Catalina Local 
Council, welcome you to 
our Harbor on the occasion 
of the Second Annual Con
vention of the F.P.U. We 
highly appreciate the Presi
dent’s action in convening 
the Convention at Catalina, 
as never in the history of 
this town has a work been 
performed that delighted 
the masses of our citizens 
as the work and achieve
ment of the Fishermen’s

Only nine months ago,
Mr. President, you were a 
stranger to us, but to-day, 
we rejoice to say, almost 
every fisherman here is 
your friend and, without 
doubt, you are theirs. The 
success that has followed 
the establishment of the 
Union in Trinity Bay is re- BONAVISTA ARCH,
markable, and we believe
Ihe day is very near when every fisherman in Trinity Dis
trict will be a Union member.

We rejoice to find that the President has accomplished 
so much since the Union office at St. John’s was opened, 
and we shall be glad to learn that in future a Union office 
will always be available for the use of members.

We pledge ourselves, esteemed President, to back up 
your efforts and the efforts of the Supreme Council to se
cure for every member of this Union their own.

We are aware of the difficulties you encounter, but 
they only make us the more determined to stand by you 
and take an active part in the fight you are engaged in to 
uplift country and the sons of toil.

We congratulate you upon the success that has at
tended the publication of The Fishermen’s Advocate, and 
highly admire its tone and independence; and we are ever 
ready to shoulder our part as sons of Britain, sending to 
the House of Assembly our own men to carry on there the 
work you have so nobly begun. Catalina, Mr. President, 

will do its duty when the 
battle of the ballots is to be 
fought.

We realize already that 
the F.P.U. is the predomin
ating power in this Colony 
and we look to the future 
with greater confidence then 
we ever experienced in the 
past, feeling sure that the 
day has dawned in which 
the down-trodden and de
spised fishermen will be re
spected and will be enabled 
to take a direct and active 
part in the public affairs of 
the country.

We again assert our 
thanks to the President for 
convening this Convention 
at Catalina, and we wel
come you one and all to our 
Harbor, and we are delight
ed to know that you all 
found Catalina friends true 
members in spirit and deed ; 
and when we separate we 
will all have happy mem
ories of the Second Annual 
Convention of the F.P.U., 
which was held at Catalina. 

Respectfully submitted on 
1912 CONVENTION. behalf of the Catalina Local

Council of the F.P.U. 
DOUG. WHITE, Chairman.
JOS. SWEET, Deputy Chairman. 
WILLIAM ROGERS, Treasurer. 
JOSEPH PERRY, Secretary.

The President replied in an appropriate manner, the 
address occupying half an hour.

The following Committee were appointed on Finance : 
—C. Brenten, John Loder, Ronald Stone, Ab. Stratton, 
Walter Brown.

Committee on President’s Address:—Thos. Dwyer, 
Theo. King, John Loder, Wm. Tulk, C. Brenten.

Committee on Union Stores:—E. Kearley, Wm. Tulk, 
John Loder, Walter Taylor, Hubert Blackmore.
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Committee on Advocate :—D. White, J. Loder, E. 
Kearley, C. Brenten, Ab. Stratton.

Committee to draft Memorial to the Governor-in- 
Council :—E. Kearley, R. Stone, D. White, John Loder, 
Walter Brown.

The President intimated that in order to give the local 
members an opportunity to hear his annual address deliv
ered, and for the convenience of some delegates not yet 
arrived, he would defer his address until 7.30 p.m.

Pursuant to adjournment, the President declared the 
Convention opened for the transaction of business at 7.30

The President then delivered the following ad
dress in the presence of about 300 delegates and visit
ors, which occupied one hour and a half in delivery :—
My Friends:—

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this, the 
Second Annual Convention of your Council.

The past season’s fishery has been a very small one, 
which has considerably retarded the development of the 
Union, but, although retarded, it gives me considerable 
pleasure to announce that 
fair progress has been

Since we last met many 
branches and two District 
Councils have been estab
lished. Fogo and Twillin- 
gate Districts now possess 
District Councils; and be
fore we close this Conven
tion I trust Bonavista and 
Trinity Districts will also 
possess District Councils.
Local Councils have been 
established at the following 
places during the past year:

Lady Cove, Broad Cove,
Ireland’s Eye, British Har
bor, New Adventure, Port 
Rexton, English Harbor,
Catalina, Elliston, Little 
Heart’s Ease, in Trinity Dis
trict.

Bonavista, N e w m a n’s 
Cove, Amherst Cove, Keels,
King’s Cove, Red Cliffe,
Indian Arm, Southern Arm,
Jamestown, Salvage, Ad
venture, Brighton, Flat 
Island, Shalloway Cove, St.
Brendan’s, Gree nspond,
Newtown, Wesley ville, in 
Bonavista District.

Old Perlican, in Bay-de- 
Verde District.

Stanleyville, St. Anthony,
Currant Isld., Green Is. Cove, Conche, in St. Barbe District.

Loon Bay and Comfort Cove, in Twillingate District.
Victoria Cove and Doting Cove, in Fogo District.
Making a total of 36 new Local Councils and a grand 

total of 66 working to date.
Last winter I visited parts of Trinity and Bonavista 

Districts and established a chain of branches from Broad 
Cove, Trinity Bay, to Goose Bay, in Bonavista District. 
Recently I visited the north side of Bonavista District and 
established some new branches, and visited Valleyfield and 
Pinchard’s Island branches. Next winter 1 will endeavor 
to spend a month establishing branches in Twillingate Dis
trict.

I warmly thank Vice-President Hoff for his services 
in establishing St. Anthony Branch ; friend Walter Watton, 
of Change Islands, for establishing Victoria Cove Branch; 
friends John Loder, Geo. Gulliford and Theo. Hart, 
Snook’s Harbor and Lady Cove, for their services in start
ing a Branch at Little Heart’s Ease, and friend H. Hobbs 
and his officers, who gave our Branch at Red Cliffe a start 
on its journey.

The accounts and books will be submitted to the Fin
ance Committee. They show receipts and expenditure for 
1909 to be $105.68, and to date, 1910, receipts to be $374.- 
86 and expenditure $545.53. The assessments received 
for the past year were not sufficient to cover all expenses, 
i recommend you to fix this year’s assessment at the full 
sum allowed by the Constitution—twenty-five cents per 
member. The Union has been working two years and the 
Supreme Council’s expenses have only cost members ten 
cents. All are no doubt well satisfied with the results 
which have been achieved by the expenditure of such a 
small assessment.

Last Convention I was authorised to arrange for the 
publication of a Union pa
per. That paper was start
ed early in the year, and 1 
have edited and managed it 
without compensation. It 
has been recently enlarged, 
and is doing noble work. 
Some vigorous steps are 
yet required to place the 
paper on a solid footing, 
and plans on such lines will 
be submitted to you during 
this Convention.

I was also authorized to 
secure a Union Button, Flag 
and Guernsey, and to have 
the Constitution printed. 
The button, flag, guernsey 
and constitution are now ob
tainable.

I was also authorized to 
open a Union office at St. 
John’s. This also has been 
done, having spent seven 
weeks there myself this fall. 
The office at St. John’s has 
conferred very considerable 
benefits upon members and 
upon the fishermen of the 
Colony by causing the price 
of codfish and oil to ad
vance, and cutting down the 
price of provisions where 
branches are working. Hun
dreds of members secured 
prices for fish through the 

Union at St. John’s considerably above prices obtainable 
by non-members.

The price of cod oil advanced from $77.00 to $110.00 
through the exertions of the Union. Hundreds also bought 
provisions through the Union at prices that were below 
the wholesale prices for large lots. Prices for provisions 
at places possessing Branches were considerably reduced 
owing to our arrangement to supply our members at whole
sale prices. Labrador fish would not have exceeded $3.70 
per quintal but for the Union’s activity at St. John’s. The 
Union office at St. John’s must be permanently established 
the coming year, no matter how great the cost. Nothing 
is required more urgently than an agent continually at St.

BONAVISTA ARCH, 1912 CONVENTION.
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John's. I, therefore, strongly urge you to take the neces
sary steps to keep the office at St. John’s in continual op
eration.

You also empowered me, at our last Convention, to 
take steps to have the Union incorporated. This has given 
me considerable trouble and correspondence, and I am 
pleased to inform you that on the 17th November last the 
whole Union was incorporated under the Trades’ Union 
Act passed by the Legislature last year. The Constitution 
is now fully binding upon every member and the Union 
enabled to carry on its work under protection of the laws 
of the Colony. Every member is responsible to the laws 
for breaches of trust or fraudulent behaviour. The F.P.U. 
was the first Union registered under the new Act. The 
whole body of business men are bitterly antagonistic to 
the Union. This is sure proof of the beneficial possibilities 
upen to members by our Association, your interests and 
theirs clash considerably, and their opposition should be 
proof to all that they fear something. 1 am of the opinion 
that the very best position possible for your advantage is 
to have those who thrive at the cost of your toil to fear 
you through your organization. I want you to be a solid 
body, determined to make your efforts to improve your

condition in life a success. It is cowardly to permit your 
President and officers to be the target of abuse, slander, 
and social boycott, for your benefit, and to face commercial 
and political combines against the Union single-handed. 
You should stand at the back of your officers in a solid line, 
and hold up their hands in such a manner as to cause all 
our enemies to realize what they are up against. Great 
efforts are being made by our enemies to discourage me 
in this work. I intend to fight to a finish, if you will back 
me as a solid body. If you do not place your full confi
dence in me and my work, and back me with a united sup
port, all my labor will be in vain. Every man who lives 
out of your toil invar iably slanders and abuses me, which 
is very natural. Some whom I am sincerely laboring to 
benefit, listen to their music and often dance to their tunes. 
1 want you to elect to your Presidency your best man and 
one in whom you can place the fullest confidence ; and, 
having done that, support him as a unit in his work against 
all your enemies. Ahalf hearted member, or an indiffer
ent one, does more harm to the Union than a half-dozen 
evil intended non-members. If you have such a member, 
or members, in your Councils, you should lose no time in

expelling them from your ranks. Any toiler who considers 
that five cents a month is too much to pay to keep a Fisher
men’s Union going is to be pitied. The Union has already 
shown that benefits can be derived, and I am confident that 
if we go into this movement with energy and determina
tion, very considerable must be conferred upon our coun
try.

I visited the Treaty Shore since our last Convention 
and conversed with friends at the different places as far 
as Conche. I was unable to address a meeting at Conche 
owing to the return of the steamer before the time fixed 
for our meeting. I intend to visit the Treaty Shore again 
as soon as 1 can possibly do so. 1 f^und the people very 
anxious to have public meetings in order to have our aims 
explained. Conche has established a branch since my 
visit. 1 will endeavor to visit Loon Bay, Comfort Cove, 
Exploits, Leading Tickle, Fortune Hr., Twillingate, Alex
ander Bay, South Side Trinity District, and North Side of 
Twillingate District during the coming year. I have held 
meetings at Moreton's Hr., Tizzard's Hr., Herring Neck, 
Loon Bay, Change Islands, Fogo, Joe Batt s Arm, and Tilt
ing, in addition to those mentioned above since our last 
Convention. So much for the past year. I now crave your

closest attention regarding our plans for the future. I 
strongly recommend placeing The Advocate upon a solid 
footing. It should be even more enlarged, it should be 
printed by an outfit owned by the Union members. If 1 
am to remain its editor, I will make no charge for my con
nection with the paper at any time until at least 10 per 
cent, is payable yearly to the shareholders. I strong re
commend the establishment of cash stores to accommodate 
the business of members at settlements were branches con
tain at least two hundred members. This matter should 
be fully considered before the Convention closes. I be
lieve in the proposal and consider it to be one of the 
strongest planks in the Union's platform of "Benefits” to 
members. I strong advise you to make arrangements in 
view of purchasing wholesale from the factories such ar
ticles as butter, tobacco, boots, oil-clothes, in order to se
cure the discounts to go into Union funds. This is abso
lutely necessary. To do so will permit members to secure 
wholesale prices instead of retail, and at the same time 
build up the funds of the Union. Unless a strong effort is 
made to do so this year you will find a difficulty next year 
in filling offices in the Supreme Council. No member is

GENERAL VIEW OF TILTING VISITED BY PRESIDENT COAKER.
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asked to contribute one cent from his pocket towards 
funds. These discounts, if received, will come out of the 
large retail firms’ pockets who trade at St. John’s and the 
outports. I fully considered the proposal to hold a mass 
meeting at St. John’s this fall, but I decided under existing 
circumstances it would be better to postpone it until the 
fall of 1911.

Last Convention a Memorial was sent by you to the 
Governor-in-Council through a delegation consisting of 
Captain A. Elliot, Captain Wm. Diamond and myself. The 
Premier received the Delegation very courteously and we 
discussed the Memorial for over two hours. Many of the 
sections were approved by the Premier. The only sections 
in the Memorial that has been complied with to date is the 
placing of a tax on the Bell Island ore, and the prohibition 
of steam on the Labrador. I interviewed the Leader of 
the Government on several occasions regarding the re
quests made in that Memorial and I have written him sev
eral letters anent its requests. 1 have arrived at the con
clusion that if the fishermen of this country want to have 
their wishes respected and their interests protected, the 
only possible course to adopt is to place all the members 
we possibly can in the House of Assembly and do for our-

having a new system of culling fish established. We must 
insist upon the enforcement of the Act regarding the three 
milt limit in tts relations to green timber areas in certain 
sections of the Colony. We must insist upon a system of 
inspection and cull for canned lobsters, and restrictions to 
protect the lobster from extermination.

We must insist upon having agents sent abroad to 
open new markets for codfish, and to stimulate the sales 
in the old markets. We must insist upon the establish
ment of small hospitals in the districts not in daily touch 
with St. John's. We must insist upon securing weekly 
prices of fishery products in the farious foreign markets 
for publication in the papers. We must insist upon the 
establishment by the Government of regular night schools 
in all the outports. We must insist upon having school 
fees abolished in the elementary schools, and a law passed 
to compel the attendance of children at school at least six 
months out of twelve. We must insist upon a re-adjust
ment of the Tariff in order to grade taxation and reduce 
.axes upon certain articles used only by the fishermen. 
We must insist upon securing a pension of two dollars a 
week for every toiler unprovided for over seventy years of 
age We must insist upon the establishment of bait depots

«il»?
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STEEL SEALING FLEET OFF FOGO, 1914

selves what the existing political parties will not do. 1 
therefore sincerely recommend you to take steps before 
this Convention closes to formulate plans for the establish
ment of a Union Party to take the field in 1913.

The Sick Benefit Fund will come into operation im
mediately, and I trust members will avail of the opportun
ity to insure against sickness under this admirable plan.

Two thousand letters in connection with my duties as 
President have been received and answered during the 
past year. This has entailed considerable employment 
and, in conjunction with my duties as Editor of The Ad
vocate, has taken up all my spare moments. Very few 
can appreciate what work is involved in performing those 
duties which will be greatly augmented the coming year. 
The President’s position is no sinecure.

As far as the general conditions of the country and 
fishermen are concerned, we must insist upon the estab
lishment of a standard cull for fish upon the lines laid 
down in our memorial to the Government. This is one of 
the greatest evils existing as far as the commercial inter
ests of the Colony are concerned. We must insist upon

along our shores to supply bait when bait is not procurable. 
We must insist upon prohibiting the rinding of trees. We 
must strive to secure one dollar a day and food for men 
working in the lumber woods.

All those matters require our constant attention, and 
v e must keep at them until our wishes are complied with. 
These matters have been totally ignored by the Govern
ment although most of them were brought to their notice 
last year. We will build the Platform of the Union Party 
in 1913 out of those planks.

I offer my thanks to Sir E. P. Morris for placing an 
export tax upon Bell Island ore in compliance with the re
quest of this Council made last November, and I trust our 
request to tax copper and lumber will be complied with the 
coming year and utilized to pay pensions to worn-out toil-

We want members of the House of Assembly paid 
$500 a year as salary and cut off from all connection with 
boodle, and graft and special jobs, and we must see that 
the Heads of Departments perform their sessional duties 
without special salaries or allowances.
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We must agitate for the establishment of Elected Road 
Boards and Elected School Boards.

We must insist upon the establishment of a telephone 
system throughout the Colony from end to end. connecting 
every settlement. A telephone system taking in the whole 
Colony could be operated as cheaply as the present tele
graph system which only connects the larger towns.

Too much attention is being paid by our rulers to mat
ters in connection with speculations and interior develop
ment and too little attention given to reforms and require
ments of the outports. and the fisheries.

I am sorry to find such little attention given to matters 
pertaining to the fisheries by the Government, and 1 am 
obliged to say here, that so far the Government has done 
very little to carry out the requests of this Union. I have 
no hope of much being done to comply with Union wishes 
as regards any Government under present conditions. We 
must therefore use our powers, as Electors, to elect a 
dozen Union Members to the House of Assembly when the 
next general election takes place. No other course is open 
to us in the face of the treatment that has been accorded 
oùr requests.

to the day when our leaders will secure upon the floors of 
the House of Assembly fair play and equal treatment for 
those who have maintained and made this Colony what it 
is. If the fishermen will stand together, the coming ten 
years will be the most interesting in the history of our 
country. What already has been achieved is sufficient to 
demonstrate what will yet be accomplished, if we stand

We cannot do the best possible, we must all try to 
do the best we can. We will not always succeed in obtain
ing all we want, but that should not prevent us from try
ing to do so, for if there is no enthusiasm amongst us, the 
chances are we will achieve but little. We should be de
termined never to recognize defeat, but to keep at it ever
lastingly, until we secure what we desire. "God helps only 
those who help themselves," and poor, half hearted, in
different work will never bring success. So far as my 
work and object go as head of your Union, I have a right 
to expect, and even to challenge, the support of every toil
er in the Colony. We must work for the general good of 
all toilers, and for our country as a whole. I would not 
give a farthing for a man who wishes to benefit himself.

F.P.U. PREMISES AT NEWTOWN.

I regret to find that the West Coast winter fishery has 
received so little attention at the hands of the Government. 
Every fish of the 50,000 qtls. taken on that coast in winter 
should be sold fresh at good prices in Canada and the 
United States. This would allow the fishermen there to 
reap good returns from their winter toils and make the salt 
fisl) bulk 50,000 quintals less, thus assisting prices in 
Europe and Brazil.

I am dissatisfied with the progress the Government is 
making in connection with these matters, and also in the 
matter of providing Bait Depots ; and, unless immediate 
attention is given and practical results flow from such at
tention, this Union will take steps to arouse our rulers to 
a sense of their obligations to the fishermen.

I ask you all to place the general good of the toilers 
and the uplifting of the country before all private, political 
or personal feelings, and to work together to compel re
spectful recognition of our demands.

“We will have to fight tremendous odds, but no matter 
what obstacles we meet, we must remain firm and unbend
ing as Unionists, looking forward with courage and hope

We of this generation may not have to face the tasks such 
as our forefathers faced, but we have our tasks, and woe 
to us if we fail to face them. We arc bound to hand down 
benefits to our children, otherwise our affairs would be at 
a standstill, yet there can be no standstill, for things must 
either go forward or go backward. Our fathers were true 
to their responsibilities, and we enjoy what they handed 
down. We. in our generation, must keep the wheel of pro
gress in motion, or we must become a decaying country. 
If we are to succeed in our work, we must obey the laws 
that govern success, which are to dare, to do, and to en
dure. It is not given to us all to succeed in what we take 
in hand, but it is given to us all to strive manfully and sin
cerely to deserve success. Small minds and timid councils 
will never bring success. We need in a strong measure 
the iron qualities that stand for true manhood, if our Union 
is to endure and become a power in the land. 
You must also take a pride in the work if you 
desire to conquer. It is easier to sit in ones 
house and decide what is best to be done than to take the 
field and try to accomplish it. Talk is one thing. Achieve-



THE HISTORY OF THE FISHERMEN'S PROTECTIVE UNION. 19

ment is another. It is useless for the toiler to enumerate 
the evils and disadvantages he has to contend with. If we 
all perform our duty as Unionists faithfully, success must 
crown our efforts to secure for every man his own. Per
haps we will have to take zigzag advances, that we should 
be prepared for, but whether zigzag or straight, all ad
vances must lead to the right goal, if we are fully deter
mined. All should do their part, all can do something. It 
is unfair to expect a few to do all. We should help a man 
to help himself but it would be unwise to expend our 
energies in helping men who will not help themselves. If, 
therefore, the body of fishermen wish to partake of benefits 
that are procurable through the Union, and to assist us in 
securing for all their own, they should come on and enroll, 
otherwise they will eventually pay heavily for their neg
lect, as well as being the objects of considerable contempt 
amongst their fellow toilers.

1 would like to see the proposed Institute for Fisher
men, which is being promoted by Dr. Grenfell, established 
without delay, as 1 feel convinced it will be in the best in
terests of the Fishermen who visit St. John's, as well as a 
benefit to the Sealers in Spring. The object is a noble one, 
and although l see no way in which we can do much to

ference between the Premier, the Minister of Justice and 
myself, held on November 14th, which occupied three 
hours, its commital to our request, to publish weekly the 
price of fishery produce abroad. I believe the demands 
of this Union will in future be carefully considered by our 
rulers, as they are realizing the Union’s power.

Last spring 1 interviewed the Prime Minister regard
ing Union matters, and asked for the appointment of a 
Union Representative upon the new Fishery Board. The 
Prime Minister consented to have one appointed, and re
quested me to name our man. I informed Sir Edward Mor
ris by letter that the Union’s wish was that I should repre
sent he Union upon that Board. 1 have not heard a word 
of the appointment since. It is said the Executive Council 
was divided upon the matter, and the appointment was 
dropped. 1 want you to say at this Convention whether 
your wish is that I should be a member of that Board, and 
also whether we should not now claim two members; and 
if you decide in the affirmative, we will issue petitions to 
that effect to our Branches and demand respect of our 
wishes, and await the decision of the Executive Council. 
1 want you to show all we have to do business with that 
you stand at my back, and that what we ask for, in reason,

F.P.U. PREMISES AT GREENSPOND

help on the work, owing to the failure of the fishery for 
two years, yet as a body we can approach the Government 
in view of securing a grant from the Colony towards the 
establishment of this much needed Institute. I therefore 
recommend you to take what action you deem proper, to 
bring this matter officially to the notice of the Government.

1 selected Catalina for our Convention because 1 wish
ed to consolidate the work accomplished by my visit to 
Trinity and Bonavista Districts last Spring. May our meet
ings here prove one to be remembered, not only by Cata- 
hna, but by the whole body of Fishermen throughout the

I also am pleased to inform you that the Government 
has written me intimating that a Conference of Fishermen 
and Board of Trade will be held at St. John’s next fall to 
consider the establishment of a standard cull for fish, and 
a new system of culling fish. This matter has been con
sidered by us and our wishes are known to the Govern
ment, and it is only after several interviews and much cor
respondence that this decision has been arrived at. We 
also succeeded in securing from the Government at a con-

we intend to see accomplished.
The splendidly attended and enthusiastic meetings 

held by me during my recent tour on the North Side of 
Bonavista Bay has greatly encouraged me, as I was aware 
that many of those settlements were not in sympathy with 
our movement until my visit. The public addresses made 
by me scattered the clouds of doubt and caused the clear 
light of the noonday sun to shine forth in all its brightness. 
We can feel proud of our aims and achievements when we 
find such a rush for enrollment as was experienced at 
Greenspond and St. Brendan's, where 80 and 75 came for
ward to enroll.

May our deliberations conduce to cementing our ranks 
even more into one solid whole, and to the material bene
fit of our country and her ill-used sons of toil.

I am pleased to inform you that the Banner Local 
Council of the F.P.U. is Bonavista Branch, with a member
ship of 350.

W. F. COAKER,
President.

The Convention adjourned at 12 p.m.
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Orange Hall. Catalina, Dee. I .Oh. 1910.
Pursuant to adjournment the President declared the 

Convention open for the transaction of business at 9.30 
am A Committee to draft a reply to the President's Ad
dress submitted the following report :

Orange Hall. Catalina. Dec. 13th, 1910.
Mr. President : Your Committee appointed to draft a 

report upon the opening of the Second Annual Convention 
of the F.P.U. beg to submit the following as their report :

See. I We arc pleased to Hnd the F.P.U. has made 
such rapid progress during the past vear, and from present 
indications are convinced that the year upon which we 
havi now entered will show even greater progress. We 
are glad to know your recent tour of the North Side of 
Ron a vista Bay resulted so successfully, and that, that im
portant section of the country has so warmly embraced the 
movement to uplift the fishermen and opr country.

Sec. 2 We are pleased to find the financial affairs of 
the Union have been transferred by you to the Financial 
Committee for examination, and consider this step to be in 
the truest interest of the Union and especially of you your
self Mr. President. We beg to recommend that the asscss-

guernsey.
Sec. 5 We also note that the constitutions ordered by 

the last Convention have been printed, and trust every 
member will secure a copy of the same without delay.

Sec. fi We warmly appreciate your action in opening 
a Union office at St. John's the past Fall; we feel con
vinced from our knowledge of what has been paid for fish, 
oil and provisions during the last ten weeks, that the whole 
country as well as Unionists in particular have received 
large benefits, by your efforts to secure the highest prices 
for fish and oil, and the lowest for provisions. We strong
ly urge this Convention to keep the office at St. John's per
manently operated, and recommend that you be empower
ed to make all arrangements necessary to operate, and 
manage an office at St. Johns permanently, from the open
ing of next spring.

Sec. 7 Your Committee wish to thank you for the 
valuable and able services you have so faithfully rendered 
to the Union since its inception, and which you have per
formed without any compensation. We wish to record our 
appreciation of your action in placing your ability, talents 
and time at the disposal of the fishermen of our country,

-Wlfli

THE FIRST F.P.U. STEAMER S'S' CAN'T LOSE.

ment for the year 1910 be fixed at 25c. per member as sug
gested by you in your address.

Sec. 3—We notice with great pleasure that you have 
been enabled to carry out the wishes of the Supreme Coun
cil as regards establishing a Union paper, and as a special 
committee has been appointed to consider the proposal to 
establish a Union Printing Company, we will not enter 
largely into the consideration of this subject, except to say 
we appreciate the tone and spirit of The Advocate’s utter
ances. and are glad to record our highest appreciation of 
the services you have rendered the whole Union and coun
try as the Editor of our plucky and popular little paper. 
We strongly recommend even Unionist to subscribe for 
The Advocate, and to use their best endeavors to secure 
every possible subscriber for the paper.

4- We are pleased to find you have secured a Union 
button, flag and guernsey, for the use of the Union, during 
the past year. We trust every member will possess a Union 
button and guernsey by the end of 1911. And every mem
ber who can purchase a flag, as well as every branch of the 
Union secure a Union flag. We are pleased to record our 
appreciation of die color and design of the button, flag and

without payment or profit in any way to yourself fin
ancially.

Sec. 8—We note with pleasure that the Union has 
been incorporated since November 17th last. This is a 
matter of much congratulation and we desire to record our 
warmest appreciation of your service in bringing this mat
ter to a most successful termination.

Sec. 9—We endorse your remarks anent the opening 
of Union Stores by branches possessing 200 members, and 
trust you will be authorized by the report of the Commit
tee on Union Stores to enter into arrangements to have this 
matter arranged satisfactorily and a start made this year.

Sec. 10--We strongly recommend that every Union 
member, who possibly can do so, shall be expected to pur
chase their tobacco, butter and oil clothes through the 
Union after the first day of May next, so as to provide a 
fund of $300,000 for the Union from discounts that can be 
received from the purchase in bulk of those articles.

Sec. 11—We are pleased to know that you propose 
holding a public meeting at St. John's next fall to explain 
to the fishermen visiting the capital the objects and aims 
of the Union.
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Sec. 12—We are of the opinion that this Union should 
place all the candidates possible in districts where the 
Union is established at the next general election. We sug
gest that you write the different District Councils of the 
Union and ask them to take steps to place their men. and 
make arrangements for the fight in 1913.

Sec. 13 We trust every member possible will sub
scribe to the Sick Benefit Fund, which is now available to 
those who wish to secure benefits when ill.

Sec. 14—We endorse your remarks as regards the cull 
of fish, and system of fish culling, and lobster inspection. 
We are pleased to know the Government placed a tax upon 
Bell Island ore. in compliance with the request of the last 
Convention; and we arc also pleased to know prices of 
fishery prduce abroad are to be published weekly for the 
information of the public. We also note with pleasure that 
the Government has decided to comply with the Union's 
request to hold a Conference next fall at St. John's to ar
range details of a Bill to provide for a standard cull of fish, 
and a new system of culling fish.

Sec. 15— We trust the memorial passed at our last 
Convention, and presented to the Government by a dele
gation from that Convention will receive the attention it

payment of $500 sessional pay to members of the House of 
Assembly, and consider every member should he debarred 
from receiving any other payments direct or indirect from 
the Government, except the Heads of Departments.

Sec. 19 We endorse your remarks regarding the pub
lic sale of all Timber Lands, and the need of telephones, 
and trust all possible will be done by the ('resident to bring 
about these changes as spccdly as possible.

Sec. 20 We recommend that action be taken to have 
all Road Boards elected by the people, and all School 
Boards elected at a public meeting of all denominations as 
you suggest.

Sec. 21 We consider every effort should be made by 
the Fishery Department to arrange for the exportation of 
all fish caught on the West Coast in winter, in a fresh con-

Sec. 22 We recommend that the Government be ask
ed to grant the sum of $25,000 towards the Institut» for 
Fishermen at St. John's, now being erected for Dr. Gren 
fell's mission.

Sec. 23 Wc recommend that the Government be ask
ed to appoint you as member of the Fishery Board, and that 
another member of the Union be added to that Board to
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should as coming from this Union, representing as it now 
does, one third of the whole Colony. The requests it con
tained that are not yet granted, we again endorse. We are 
of the opinion that the President should be empowered to 
take up all those matters at his convenience and do his ut
most to get the Government to grant the requests that have 
been made in that memorial.

Sec. 16—We endorse your remarks about Bait Depots, 
and recommend that all branches do their utmost to secure 
one, and tender to erect them when the Government re
sponds to the call, doing the labor free, but asking suffici
ent of the Government to purchase the necessary material. 
To each Depot a motor boat should be attached to provide 
a supply of bait from places where such supplies can be 
obtained. No more beneficial move could be made in the 
fishermen’s interest than this one to establish Bait Depots.

Sec. 17—We endorse your remarks as regards Old 
Age Pensions, and recommend that every effort be made 
to have this law passed the coming session of the Legis
lature, and that nothing less than $2 per week be accepted, 
for 70 years of age and over.

Sec. 18—We endorse your remarks as regards the

represent Union interests, upon your recommendation.
Sec. 24—We congratulate Bonavista Local Council 

upon its attainment to the position of Banner Council of 
the Union, and trust the example of Bonavista will be held 
up by every branch in the Colony. Bonavista Branch num
bers now about 500 members.

Sec. 25—In conclusion Mr. President, we desire to 
record our thanks for the benefits conferred upon our mem 
bers by the Union the year past, and for the success which 
has attended your efforts to uplift our country and her fish
ermen toilers. We are also pleased to find so many dele
gates sent from the various branches in the Colony—an in
crease of 300 per cent, upon last year—which is an indi
cation of the great interest taken in our work, and also of 
the great importance our Union has attained. We trust our 
deliberations at this Convention will conduce to the uplift
ing of our people and country, the progress of our glorious 
Union, and a step or two towards securing for Every Man 
His Own.

Respectfully submitted,
THOMAS E. DOWER. JOHN LODER. WILLIAM TULK, 

THEO. KING, CHARLES BRENTON.
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The Treasurer submitted his report for the year 1910, 
in connection with the Supreme Council, which showed : 
Total receipts 1909, $105,68; expenditure, $105.68; re
ceipts 1910, $402.26; expenditure, $568.24.

Pursuant to adjournment fhe President declared the 
Convention open for the transaction of business at 2.30 
pm. 4

The Committee appointed to draft a Memorial to the 
Governor-in-Council based upon the proposals made by

the President in his Address submitted the following re-

His Excellency the Governor in Council :
The Leader of the Government intimated last March 

at the Sealers' Meeting, that it was the intention of the 
Government to introduce a law providing for a standard 
cull of codfish.

The Fishermen's Protective Union have given this 
matter much consideration, and we beg to 
submit the following suggestions for the con
sideration of the Government anent this mat
ter. Qualities there should be four and damp.
No . I Large and Small, No. 2 Large and 
Small, No. 3, No. 4 and Damp.

No. 1 Large should be dry, sound, 
smooth, well salted fish over 17 inches in 
length, measured from nape to 3rd last bone 
joint in the tail.

No. 1 Small same qualifications as No.
1 Large, from under 17 inches down to 8 
inches, same scale of measurement as for 
large.

No. 2 Large should be dry, sound, rough 
looking, over salted fish of same length as 
No. I Large. No. 2 Small of same qualifica
tions as No. 2 Large, from 8 inch lengths to 
17 inch, same scale in measuring as No. I 
Large.

No. 3 should be all small, under 8 inches 
No. 4 to consist of Slimy fish. The damp fish
of all sizes and qualities to go together, at forty 
cents per quintal below the price of No. I Small. 
No. 2 Large to be fifty cents per quintal less than 
No. I Large. No. I Small to be one dollar per quintal less 
than No. I Large. No. 2 Small to be 50 cents per quintal 
less than No. 1 Small. No. 3 to be one dollar and fifty per 
quintal less than No. 1 Small. No. 4 to be 50 cents per 
quintal less than No. 3.

Labrador fish to be culled in three qualities, No. 1, No. 
2, No. 3, when sold as Green Labrador. No. I should con
sist of sound fish over 17 inches. No. 2 of all sound fish 
from less than 17 inches down. No. 3 of broken fish and 
slimy fish. Labrador prices to be No. I Green, one dollar 
and fifty below No. I Large dry. No. 2 two dollars below 
No. I. The quintal to be fixed at 100 lbs. instead of 112 
lbs.

Cullers for St. John’s:—All Cullers to be sworn, 
and paid by the Government, and responsible 
to an Inspector of Cullers, who will examine 
and license every Culler under him. No 
other person to interfere with a Culler, under 
certain fines or punishment. All disputes to 
be decided by the Inspector. The Inspector 
to remove all Cullers for breach of duty when 
proven by him upon three occasions, and to 
cancel the Culler's license for five years. The 
Inspector shall provide Cullers for the pur
pose of preventing the mixing of fish in the 
stores, and culling damp fish that has been 
dried, and certifying qualities of fish in pack
ages put up in the store, and also of cargoes 
in bulk. The Inspector shall brand all pack
ages that are certified by his Agent, and certi
fy all cargoes in bulk when sent abroad. 
Severe penalties should be laid down for mix
ing fish after it comes from the Cullers on 
tlje wharf, with another quality. The Gov
ernment to recover payment from each firm 
of the amount paid out by it to Cullers em
ployed at their respective premises. The In

spector of Cullers to be appointed by and responsible to 
the Department of Marine and Fisheries, and should be an 
outport planter. He should be liable to dismissal for a 
single breach of duty. He should examine and grant certi- 
cates to outport Inspectors of Cullers.

For Outsorts:— All Cullers should be sworn and 
pass an examination, under the Outport Inspector and hold 
a license from the Inspector, before culling any fish. They

should be paid by the person or firm employing them to 
cull, but when culling fish, should be entirely .subject to 
the Inspector and responsible to him alone. The Inspector 
shall have power to dismiss any Culler for breach of duty, 
and cancel his license for five years. All disputes between 
the buyer and seller to be decided by the Inspector. No 
party to interfere with the Culler but the Inspector. The 
Inspector to be recommended by the Fishermen's Union 
and appointed by the Department of Fisheries, and subject
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to dismissal for breach of duty, after enquiry conducted by 
the Fishery Department before a Magistrate or Commis
sioner. The Inspector should be paid by the Government 
and the amount so paid collected from each fish buyer at 
each port, in proportion to the fish handled for the season. 
For samll places where little fish is sold by the fishermen, 
those culling shall be examined and approved by the near
est Inspector to such a place, and all complaints between 
buyer and seller or culler and fishermen shall be decided 
by such Inspector nearest to such a place.
The outport Inspector shall also take steps to 
prevent mixing of fish in the stores after be
ing culled on the wharf, and of certifying all 
cargoes exported in bulk, and branding all 
packages. The outport Inspector shall be ex
amined, and granted certificates by the In
spector of St. John's, and unless holding such 
certificate, shall not be appointed by the De
partment. Outport Inspectors shall also be 
Inspector of Weights and Measures for the 
port they serve.

Fishermen's Timber Reserves: Those 
reserves are being rapidly depicted of timber, 
and a serious condition of affairs will soon 
face the fishermen unless steps are taken to 
secure what timber still remains upon those 
reserves. Small mills should not be permitted 
to cut green timber outside of three miles 
along the shore. Hand logging should be im
mediately prohibited, as this evil is rapid
ly growing. If timber for the construction of schooners, 
boats, etc., cannot be had, and material for the upkeep of 
fishing rooms cannot be obtained from our local forests, a 
condition of affairs, now hard to realize will face the Col-

Lobster Inspection and Cull:—There shall be a 
lobster Inspector for St. John’s to have control of the test
ing and grading of canned lobsters. He shall provide suf
ficient subordinates to supply firms purchasing lobster. 
Those subordinates shall pass an examination of qualifica

tion and be licensed by this inspector: They shall test all 
cans purchased by the firm or firms allotted to each, and 
grade the quality of this lobster. They shall see that no 
lobster graded lower than No. I is mixed with No. I, or 
that lobster bought at less than No. I price is mixed or 
shipped abroad with No. I. The Inspector shall brand all 
cases exported when his agent can vouch for their con
tents. Severe punishment should be provided for any firm 
mixing lobsters after passing the test of the culler. The

inspector and his agents to he dismissed for first breach of 
duty and the license cancelled for the future. The Gov
ernment shall pay the salaries of inspector and his agents, 
and recover the said payments by placing an export tax of 
10 cents per case. The Cullers shall only be engaged by 
the inspector for the season requiring the testing and grad
ing of lobsters from about June till October.

Ini-ormation Bureau: The move instituted by the 
Government in this respect is commendable but we strong

ly urge the Government to withdraw information regard
ing the catches of codfish from the public reports, such in
formation is not desirable and may be injurious to the 
Fishermen's financial interests.

Trade Agents:—We respectfully recommend the 
Government to waste no further time in despatching a half 
dozen trade agents to seek new markets and to stimulate 
the sales in the old markets. The country must find new 
markets for at lenst half a million quintals of fish, or con
fidence in the fisheries will be sadly lacking and the young 

men leaving the Colony to find homes abroad. 
While conditions are such as to permit at any 
time a repetition of the black fall of 1908, the 
vount? men v ill not have sufficient confidence 
in the fishery to continue at it, after enough 
has been made to carry them to Canada or 
the United States. Make a return to 1908 
conditions impossible by finding markets foi 
one third of our present catch, if this is ac
complished there need be no apprehension of 
seeing another 1908. We therefore beg the 
Government to lose no further time in ar
ranging for at least six Trade Agents. We 
- oitld suggest sending business men who 
have spent their years in connection with the 
Fish Trade.

Outport Hospitals:—We strongly urge 
the Government to make a start in connec
tion with their promise in this respect and are 
of the opinion that Twillingate, Fogo, and 
Bonavista should be considered the coming 

session, as great suffering and often loss of lives are 
caused owing to want of those most beneficial institutions.

Prices oh Fishery Produce Abroad:—We have al
ready laid a request for this concession before the Govern
ment but it appears the Government are not willing to 
grant the fishermen this important concession, or some in
timation of their desire would have reached us. We again 
ask with all our strength for this concession. It will cost 
the Colony but a small sum, and the cost will be cheerfully

A VIEW OF NEW BONAVENTURE.

UNION STORE AT CHAMPNEYS.



24 THE HISTORY OF THE FISHERMEN S PROTECTIVE UNION.

borne by the fishermen. We desire to have this informa
tion published weekly, and if arrangements are made to 
furnish this information we will conclude that the Gov
ernment intends to do its duty regarding the requirements 
of the fishermen. Farmers of Canada or America, or 
Europe can see every day a report in the papers the prices 
farm produce is fetching at the different cities and distri
buting centers. They even know what prices will range in 
three months. They know the cost of transportation and 
other expenses and can satisfy themselves every day as tc 
whether they are receiving fair returns for their output 
compared to prices current at wholesale centers, if the 
farmers are so considered in countries where they form a 
minority, surely the fishermen of this country who com
pose four fifths of the population should be equally well 
considered by the powers that be, and prices of Fishery at 
the various markets published for their information.

Labrador Steamers:—We were somewhat surprised 
to find that a measure to prohibit steamers from engaging 
in the Labrador fisheries was not enacted at the last session

work but 210 days out of 365 and then for only about 5 
hours each day, if the payments for such services were in
adequate, then any lively teacher should have been enabled 
to supplement his income by opening a night school three 
hours for five nights each week for six months of the year, 
and this $20,000 vote allocated to pay a decent bonus to 
such teachers. One school in each settlement would be 
sufficient and all the teachers in a settlement who wished 
to receive the Government bonus should instruct in the one 
school. The higher or oldest teacher taking charge and the 
school purely undenominational. An extra bonus should 
be paid teachers who give instruction in navigation. The 
schools should open 1st November and close 1st May. 
There is a general demand now-a-day for night schools all 
over the country, young men who left school with very lit- 
tl1 education, and more who never had the privilege of at
tending a school now realize what the want of education 
means, and would never forget a Government who placed 
night schools at their disposal. This $20,000 grant should 
not be expended for day teacher bonuses but should at next

A VIEW OF BXY-DE-VERDE.

of the Legislature, we feel sure that the Government will 
not permit another session to close until such a measure 
has passed both branches of the Legislature. We would 
suggest that the measure be founded on the ideas and pro
posals made in the Assembly by the late lamented Captain 
Charles Dawe. unless this is done it will not meet the 
wishes of the fishermen engaged in the fisheries along that 
coast. We also wish to have motors prohibited from en
gaging in the fishery on the Labrador and Newfoundland

Outport Night Schools:—This Union is of the opin
ion that a mistake was made when the Government at the 
last session of the legislature passed an additional grant of 
$20,000 as a bonus for teachers. Under existing circum
stances, we do not oppose the increase in this grant for 
education, we appreciate the increased vote, but we object 
to having $20,000 added to the bonus paid to teachers for 
daily services as we are of the opinion that the bonus pre
viously paid and the salaries many of them received, well 
compensated them for the time they gave to teaching. They

session of the Legislature be withdrawn and given for 
nirht teachers’ bonusus, and if necessary increased to 
$25,CCC. The Grant for small places is still much too 
small. We would rejoice to find the Government increase 
this vote by another $10,000. It is the smaller places that 
should be attended to now, it is the fault of the people and 
not the grants. The smaller places must not be permitted 
to remain in ignorance, while their fellow fishermen at the 
larger settlements are provided with a fair education. The 
one black mark in education will be removed just as soon 
as the grant for smaller places is increased sufficient to 
place a teacher twelve months at places containing 20 
schoolable children. Some system should be adopted by 
the Legislature to permit the co-operation of all denomina
tions in the smaller places, or at least where a permanent 
school cannot be maintained unless by uniting the grants. 
The fees should also be abolished. While fees are collect
ed many a child will suffer for want of education. We 
strongly urge the Government to give us free schools, and 
with free schools we pray that compulsory attendance will
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be coupled. Schools should be open wherever 20 children 
reside. They should be free from the payment of any fee, 
and children over 7 years should be forced by law to at
tend school until they pass the 5th Standard, or reach the 
age of 14 years. Compulsory attendance will be support
ed and aided by this Union with all its strength. No safer 
steps could be introduced for the Fishermen’s welfare. 
The attendance should cover at least 6 months out of the 
12. All children should attend school from 1st November 
till 1st May, the remaining months should be optionable 
with parents. The time is ripe for the introduction of this 
system, almost every civilized country has adopted it, if it 
benefits the people of those countries it will also benefit 
ours. We pray that compulsory education be introduced 
at the next session of the Legislature, and we predict a 
ready welcome of the system by the fishermen.

Reduction of Duties upon Certain Articles.—We 
consider a re-adjustment of the tariff should be made and 
the duty reduced on some articles and advanced on others. 
When the Goven.ment are prepared to carry out this por-

40 cents on copper, and an export tax of one dollar per 
thousand on lumber. These sources should afford $100,- 
000, and the balance of $90,000 could be raised by a tax 
of 10 or 20 cents a barrel on flour, or an export tax on pa
per. Flour is used by all, and the tax of 20 cents would be 
general, and devoted to one of the most beneficial pur
poses ever served by the imposition of a tax. As the tax of 
20 cents a barrel on flour would not be a heavy one, it 
would be but a small contribution from each fisherman in 
order to carry out a duty that we all admit should be. The 
worn-out fishermen should be provided for, and in the 
opinion of this Union it can be done, without casting any
thing like a burden upon any. This Union will oppose 
placing a tax upon the people for this purpose other than 
that of 20 cents on flour. We trust that when we assemble 
next Annual Session, this Union will be able to pass on its 
congratulations to the Government for performing its duty 
to the worn-out fishermen, and later on to the worn-out 
women as well.

Cold Storage :—We will welcome the plans of the
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tion of their promises, we trust this Union will be requested 
to lay its views before the Minister of Finance.

Old Age Pensions:—This matter is also urgent. Large 
pensions have been provided for several civil servants dur
ing the present year, and we consider this system should be 
discontinued, and a scheme introduced to enable civil ser
vants to pay a certain yearly sum into a Fund that will pro
vide an annual payment when retiring time arrives. We 
know the Government are pledged to introduce an Old Age 
Pension, but this Union also has adopted it as a plank in 
its platform, and until the pension is paid, will continue to 
agitate the matter. We would suggest the payment of $2 
a week to men who have reached the age of 70 years, and 
who are unprovided for. There should be about 2200 ap
plicants, amongst those scores of men now receiving the 
pauper dole which amounts to about $30,000, $190,000 
more would have to be raised to carry out the suggestion 
of $2 each, weekly. A tax should be placed on ores ex
ported in a raw state, say 10 cents per ton on iron ore, and

Uovernment regarding Cold Storage, and if they include a 
system of storing bait for fishermen at certain depots erect
ed and maintained by the Government, and supplies of 
bait cared for and delivered to the fishermen who supplied 
it, without charge. The public officials in the outports 
should be placed in charge of those depots at the same 
salaries as they now receive. There is an official at almost 
every settlement that could be appointed keeper of 
the depot in his vicinity without further charge 
to the country. We would welcome a system 
which would export fresh fish and salmon to 
Canada, the United States and England. The cod
fish taken on the West Coast in winter should all be ex
ported in Cold Storage. This would not entail much ex
pense or time to establish, and we trust that a start will be 
made in this direction the coming winter. The Fishery 
Department should take up this matter with energy and 
vigor, and show what can be done in the way of exporting 
fresh cod-fish to Canada and America. The Board of
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Trade should not be expected to undertake those improve
ments of itself. It will take quite a time to place the 
Board on its legs. It will be many months before practical 
results will flow from the Board's endeavours. It will have 
sufficient work in the immediate future in directing the 
export of our dry fish, which at present is the most press
ing issue before the count, y, that the Board is expected to 
attend to. Every effort should therefore he made by the 
Fishery Department to see that some suitable arrangement 
is made to export the fresh cod from the West Coast the 
coming winter.

Steam Trawlers:—The great havoc caused this sea
son by the great fleet of French Trawlers on the Banks, 
have brought this matter to the fore-front, and unless mea
sures arc adopted without delay, this great evil will event
ually ruin our cod-fisherv in this Colony. We trust the 
Government has taken steps to ascertain how Canada, 
America, France and Britain view this menace, and that 
the Government will do all possible to further an Interna
tional Conference of those nations in order to prohibit the 
use of Steam Trawlers off our coasts and on the Grand 
Banks.

Corporation : As this Union now number thousands

trees rinded annually means a waste of one and a half mil
lion dollars worth of timber. In times past when the 
forests were untouched by fires or the loggers, the waste 
was not so noted but now a day when the forests are well 
nigh depicted this waste in rinding means the future weal 
or woe of our timber supply for fishery purposes. We 
therefore recommend the Government to pass an act at 
the next session of the Legislature prohibiting the rinding 
of trees throughout the Colony.

Brazilian Trade Commissioner:—This Union from 
information published in the daily papers have learnt that 
a Trade Commissioner is about to be appointed for Brazil 
and other parts of South America. We avail of this op
portunity to thank the Government for taking the initial 
step in respect to the matter of despatching Trade Agents, 
and we feel sure the fishermen of this Colony will greatly 
appreciate the action of the Government in this respect 
and that several other agents will be despatched without 
delay. The fall in the price of fish and the abominable 
weekly invented cull of the present Fall has again de
pressed our Fishermen and caused hundreds of young 
Fishermen to emigrate and every effort should be made by 
the Government to secure new markets for fish and to

A VIEW OF HUDSON BAY.

of members and propose to obtain heavy fishery supplies 
such as salt, twine, canvas, etc., and provisions at the 
cheapest market, we have decided to seek incorporation 
from the Legislature, and we respectfully solicit the friend
ly aid and support of the Government to accomplish this

Rinding Fir Trees:—We respectfully contend that 
rinding trees to provide covering for fish piles or other 
uses, should be prohibited. Many countries have estab
lished a system of re-foresting, while Newfoundland de
liberately kill a million young fir trees annually in order to 
provide rinds. Rinds could easily and cheaply be replaced 
by canvas coverings which would be far more suitable for 
the purposes of protecting fish piles than rinds. We re
quest that the duty be taken off canvas so as to aid the fish
ermen in this respect. Every tree rinded becomes value
less and useless, and as the prime young fir tree is gener
ally the victim, every rind means the waste of 100 feet of 
prime lumber valued at least one dollar and fifty cents each 
when the tree matures, a rind is worth not more than two 
cents each, consequently the timber wealth of the Colony 
should not be wasted in such a manner. The one million

establish a standard cull on the lines recommended herein 
by this Union. Young Fishermen will not remain in the 
Colony unless the price of fish can be maintained at as 
much as $6 for large No. I, $5 for small No. I, and $4 for 
Labrador. Any reduction in those prices will mean the 
emigration of our young fishermen as they grow up.

Submitted on behalf of the Fishermen’s Protective 
Union. W. F. COAKER, President.

The Committee appointed to consider the matter of 
Cash Stores submitted the following report:

Orange Hall, Catalina, December 13th, 1910. 
To the President and Members of the Supreme Council of 

the F.P.U. of Newfoundland.
We, your Committee appointed to consider the ad- 

visibility of providing Union Cash Stores, beg to submit 
the following as our report:—

We recommend that the President be empowered to 
arrange for the establishment of Union Cash Stores "at set
tlements possessing branches with sufficient members to 
assure the success of such stores, and that this Council will 
be responsible for the president’s action in all matters re-



THE HISTORY OF THE FISHERMEN'S PROTECTIVE UNION. 27

Cash Union Stores. We recommend that the President be 
empowered to draw up rules and regulations regarding the 
running and management of those stores which will be 
binding *tpon every branch establishing such stores. We 
suggest that, where possible, that preference be given ap
plicants of the Union for permanent positions in connec
tion with those stores. Respectfully submitted,

JOHN LODER,
HUBERT BLACKWOOD. 
WILLIAM TULK,
EDWIN KEARLEY,
D. WHITE.

The other Committees not being ready to report, and 
as time was very precious, it was decided to proceed with 
the election of officers for 1911. The President, W. F. 
Coaker, was elected by acclamation for the third year in 
succession.

The officers of the Supreme Council elected for 1911 
are:—President, W. F. Coaker; Vice-President, Thos. E. 
Dower, of Conche ; Secretary, Edwin Kearley, of Herring 
Neck; Treasurer, Wallace Abbott, of Bonavista. The

Your Committee on Finance, having considered the 
matters referred to them, beg to submit the following as 
their report :—

We have audited the books for the year 1909 and this 
year up to date and are pleased to state that we have found 
all the accounts correct.

We recommend that all the expenses of the President 
in the performance of his duties for the coming year be 
paid by the Treasurer when the bills arc presented to him.

We also recommend that the Union office at St. John's 
he operated permanently from next May, and managed by 
the President.

We would be thankful if the President could find it 
possible to operate and manage the office at St. John's con
tinually, and we recommend that the President be com
pensated for the services in the future.

Respectfully submitted,
WALTER BROWN,
JOHN LODER.
RON. STONE,
ABRAHAM STRATTON.

DEEP SEA MISSION HOSPITAL, BATTLE HARBOR.

President installed the officers, and administered the oath 
of office.

The President then addressed the Convention, thank
ing the delegates for the confidence again reposed in him 
by electing him as President of such a large and powerful 
organization for the third time.

The Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer each ad
dressed the Convention expressing their thanks for the 
confidence shown in them by the delegates and pledging 
themselves to do their duty to the very utmost the coming

. The Committee upon Finance submitted the following 
as its report:—

Orange Hall, Catalina,
December 14th, 1910. 

To the President and Members of the Supreme Council of 
the F.P.U. of Newfoundland.

Addresses were made by John Guppy, Port Rexton ; C. 
Gardner, British Harbor; G. Bugden, English Harbor; J. 
Quinton, Red Cliffe; W. Moss, Salvage ; P. Terry, New
man’s Cove; Robt. Yetman, Jamestown; Harold Bartlett, 
Amherst Cove; Geo. Gulliford, Lady Cove; Ron. Stone, 
Broad Cove; Hub. Blackmore, Pinchard’s Island; William 
Tulk and others.

Proposed by D. White, seconded by W. Abbott, and re
solved : that this Second Annual Convention of the F.P.U. 
do now close.

The President declared the Convention closed at 6 
p.m., December 14th, 1910.

This notable gathering then arose and sang the Na
tional Anthem.

W. F. COAKER, President.
EDWIN KEARLEY, Secretary.
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THE FISHERMEN'S PROTECTIVE UNION, HELD AT GREENSPOND, 
NOVEMBER 27TH, 29TH, 30th AND 31 ST, 1911.

Greenspond, November 27th, 1911. 
T 7.30 p.m. the Third Annual Convention of the Su

preme Council of the F.P.U. of Newfoundland was de
clared open for the transaction of business by the Presi
dent. W. F. Coaker, about SO delegates present, also about 
300 members of the Local Council and visiting members.

I in Chairmen of the Local Council, 
friend E. J. Wornell, then read an Address 
of Welcome from Greenspond Local 
Council, which was replied to by friends 
Jennings, Targett, and the President.

The President delivered a slashing 
speech of over an hour’s duration, as fol-

To the Members of the Supreme Council 
of the Fishermen's Protective Union of 
Newfoundland.

Friends:—
I am pleased to have the privilege of 

delivering my third annual address to this 
Council. Last year Catalina was honoured 
with our Convention, the year before 
Change Islands, and to-day we meet at the 
renowned town of Greenspond. During 
the past year I have visited the South 
Side of Trinity Bay, the North Side of 
Conception Bay. and the greater portion 
of Twillingate District. I held public 
meetings and established Local Councils 
at the following settlements:

Twillingate, Exploits, Fortune Hr., New Bay, Point 
Leamington, Botwood, Laurenceton, Hodge's Cove, bong 
Reach. New Harbour, Green’s Harbour. Cavendish, 
Heart’s Delight, Sibley's Cove, Stilly Cove, Hants 
Harbour, New Melbourne, New Chelsea, Grate's Cove, 
Bay-de-Verde, Lower Island Cove, Caplin Cove, Burnt 
Point, Northern Bay, Western Bay, Ochre Pit Cove, Broad 
Cove, C.B., and Freshwater. 1 also held public meetings 
at the following settlements where branches has been 
established, viz.: Northern Bight, St. Jones, Little Heart’s 
Ease, Old Perlican. In addition I have visited the follow
ing Local Councils : Joe Ban's Arm, Seldom-Come-By, 
Fogo, Change Islands, (on several occasions), Herring 
Neck, Moreton's Harbour, Boyd's Cove, Cat Harbour, and 
Catalina. 1 have also attended the District Meetings of 
Fogo and Twillingate, the former at Seldom, the latter at 
Herring Neck, while only a few days ago I had the plea
sure of attending the Trinity District Council which was 
convened at Catalina.

The Twillingate District Chairman, friend Jennings, 
is worthy of especial notice for the good work he has per
formed in Green Bay. He established Local Councils at 
Campbellton, Scissor’s Cove, Little Burnt Bay, Nipper’s

Harbour and Shoe Cove, and visited Farmer's Arm, Twil- 
Iingate and Comfort Cove Councils, since he became 
Chairman of Twillingate District Council. I sincerely 
thank him for the great interest he has taken in the work. 
I also thank the Chairman of King's Cove Council for 
establishing Broad Cove, B.B., Council, also friend Jacob 

Quinton, the Chairman of Red Cliffe 
Council, for establishing Musgravctown 
and Brooklyn branches; also friend Jonah 
Stringer, Chairman of Little Heart's Ease 
Council, for establishing the branches at 
St. Jones and Northern Bight, while friend 
John Loder, the esteemed Chairman of 
the Trinity District Council, is deserving 
of our thanks for establishing Councils at 
Little Heart’s Hease, Burgoyne's Cove 
and Clarenville, and friend James Jones 
of Little Bay Islands, who very kindly un
dertook to establish Councils at Long Isld. 
and Pilley's Isld. Safe Hr. also established 
a Council., for which we thank friend 
Wm. Davis. My thanks are also due 
friends Gulliford and Hart who assisted 
friend Loder. Friend Little undertook to 
visit the new branches on the South Side 
of Trinity Bay, and 1 am pleased to learn 
his visit was highly appreciated by our 
friends of the section visited. Friend Bug- 
den also established a branch at Salmon 
Cove, T.B. During the past year Bonne 

Bay has taken a large interest in our work, and friend Nor
man of Bonne Bay Council has established branches at 
Rocky Hr. and Parsons’ Pond, for which our warmest 
thanks are hereby tendered. Channel, Clarke's Beach, 
Fox. Hr., Job's Cove, C.B., Rattling Brook, N.D.B., and 
Little Bay also received authority to operate Local Coun
cils. while Pacquet, Gambo, Alexander Bay, Port Bland- 
ford, Coley's Pt., Port-de-Grave, Torbay, Petty Hr., Hr. 
Grace and Northern Arm, N.D.B., have invited me to visit 
their settlements and establish branches. Friend Yates of 
New Bay did the needful for Leading Tickles, and friend 
Moss did like duty for Squid Tickle, B.B. As soon as I can 
find it convenient I propose to visit those places. I hope to 
take in all the District of Port-de-Grave during the winter. 
124 branches are now in operation, an increase of 60 since 
Inst Convention. 1911 will therefore be remembered as a 
red letter day in our annals.

Number of Councils.—The following District and 
Local Councils now compose our organization. District 
Councils:—Fogo, Trinity, Bonavista and Twillingate; Bay- 
de-Verde and Port-de-Grave will also have District Coun
cils early next year. Local Councils : Bonavista Bay— 
Newtown, Brookfield, Valleyfield, Jamestown, Southern

PRESIDENT COAKER 
AT THE AGE OF 30.
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Bay, Long Beach, Northern Bight, Sibley's Cove, Hick
man’s Hr.. New Perlican, New Hr., Cavendish, Green's 
Hr., New Chelsea, New Melbourne, Heart's Delight, Fox 
Hr., Scilly Cove, Hant s Hr., Grate's Cove, Lower Island 
Cove, Burgoyne Cove. Conception Bay: Freshwater, 
Clarke’s Beach, W. Bay, Job's Cove, Bay-de-Verde, Caplin 
Cove, Burnt Pt., N. Bay, Ochre Pit Cove, United Branch, 
Adam's Cove. Dis. of St. Barbe: -Green Isld. Cove, Brig 
Bay, Current Island, Port Saunders, Flower's Cove, Par
son's Pond. Bonne Bay:—Rocky Hr., Stanleyville. St. 
Anthony, Conche, Fleur de Lys, Coachman's Cove, Mus 
grave Hr., Doting Cove, Cat Hr., Fogo, Joe Batt’s Arm, 
Tilting, Seldom-Come-By, Indian Islands, Victoria Cove, 
Gander Bay, Carmanville, Ladle Cove, Botwood, Mus- 
gravetown, Salmonier, Channel. It is impossible for me 
to say just how many members are enrolled, I trust every 
Council will promptly send in returns after New Year's 
Day, when we will be in a position to announce the exact 
number enrolled.

Numbers.—I estimate our membership as follows:— 
Twillingate District, 2800, Fogo District, 1500; Bonavista 
District, 3000; Trinity District, 3000;
St. Barbe District, 700; Bay-de-Verde,
1500. Total, 12,500.

Union Cash Stores. During the 
past year we have started four regular 
Union Cash Stores, they are in opera
tion at Botwood, Change Islands, King's 
Cove and Doting Cove. At Moreton's 
Harbour we have also started a store on 
a smaller scale than the others. These 
stores have done a business of $30,000 
during the last two months.

The New Dreadnought. -In order 
to be in a position to supply those stores 
continually and to establish others at 
every qualified harbour, I found it 
would be necessary to establish a com
pany within our ranks, to supply the 
whole Union system. A company called 
the Fishermen’s Union Trading Com
pany has consequently been incorpor
ated under the Companies' Acts of this 
Colony, with a capital of $100,000. The 
commercial part of our plans will now 
be firmly founded, and places us be
yond chance and the whim of any busi
ness interests on Water St. This matter will be fully dis
cussed during this Convention, when all information re
quired will be forthcoming. Your duty is to do all possible 
to facilitate the subscribing of stock in this company.

The Union Publishino Co., Ltd.—The Union Pub
lishing Co., Ltd., has been incorporated, and almost all the 
stock we offer has been subscribed, for only Union mem
bers are permitted to own shares in this company. The 
press and outfit now used to print The Advocate is the 
property of the Company. I feel sure you all appreciate 
the good work being performed by The Advocate. Its 
continual enlargement and the astounding growth of its 
circulation must create within you the fullest confidence in 
the success of the work of our Union. I trust the day is 
not far distant when we will be able to publish two issues 
of The Advocate weekly. A statement of the Company's 
affairs will be submitted to the shareholders during this 
Convention. 1 hope to be able to remain editor, but as my 
duties as President of this Union are now very consider
able, some help will be essential if past progress and in
terest are to be maintained.

Finances.—To demonstrate the growth of our or
ganization will review the financial returns. In 1908—

our first year- the receipts were $93.40, while the ex
penses exceeded the income by $12.28. In 1910 the re
ceipts were $402.86, while our expenses amounted to 
$568.24, leaving a debit balance of $165.38. The Advo
cate’s account for 1910 show receipts to be $655, while 
the expenses amounted to $678, leaving a debit balance of 
$23.70 to bring over to 1911 account. I estimate the Su
preme Council receipts for this year at $4,370, and the ex
penditure at $2,970, surplus, $1,400. During the year the 
Supreme Council has moved into new permanent quarters 
at St. John’s, and the whole business connections of the 
F.P.U.—the Union Publishing Co. and the Trading Co.— 
will now be conducted under one roof. During the time 
I have entirely devoted to my official duties this year I 
have drawn as compensation the sum of $50 per month. 
I have been three years working for the Union, and during 
that time 1 have drawn as salary $325, and every cent of 
this amount has been paid since March. Not one cent, in 
addition to the sum named, has been received by me. Not 
one cent has been accepted by me from any person, firm, 
company or any other source whatever. You arc all in a 

position now to judge as to whether I 
am growing very rich through my con
nection with the Union. Not one cent 
has been received by me for my duties 
as manager and editor of The Advo
cate since the publication of the paper. 
Any man who states otherwise than 
here revealed by me is a liar. The 
books will be audited by the Finance 
Committee, and every facility will be 
afforded all, to examine the books for 
themselves, as they will remain on my 
desk throughout this Convention. I 
have never received a cent as profit on 
the sale of fish or any other produce 
for my personal use. As President I 
received $771.22 from the Supreme 
Council Treasurer, during the past 
year, which is included in the receipts 
of the Supreme Council just mentioned.

The General Elections. I recom
mend you to consider whether we 
should not demand that the general 
elections be held next fall instead of 
the spring of 1913. 1 am of opinion 
that no railway loan, or extension of 

the railway construction contract, should be approved by 
the Government until the people are permitted to again 
pronounce upon the subject, and 1 invite you to take what 
steps you consider necessary in order to bring your views 
before the Legislature.

The Union Political Platform—As this Council at 
its last Convention decided to form a Union Party, and to 
place its candidates in every possible district, meetings 
have been held and more are to be held, of the District 
Councils concerned, to select Union Candidates to take the 
field at the General Elections. Trinity District Councils 
has selected three candidates in the persons of J. G. Stone, 
of Catalina; Archibald Targett, of Hant’s Harbour; John 
Loder, of Snook's Harbour. It is therefore our duty to 
give full consideration to the preparation and adoption of 
a Union political platform, erecting it from the planks we 
have manufactured at our previous Conventions and add
ing what we consider advisable. I therefore suggest that 
a Committee be appointed to adopt a platform and to sub
mit it to this Convention in time to have it fully consider
ed at this Convention.

The Constitution.—The Twillingate District Coun
cil recommend some changes in the Constitution, respect-

CHARLES BRYANT. 
Supt. of Distributing Stores.
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in* aev. Ml, innl w*k ilmi the followm* words bo added 
after iho words see. MV "rejected candidate* ere de 
barred from applying for admission until the period of 
twelve months hits elapsed." It also recommended, tltm 
"Application for membership shnll be made at one mectin* 
and ballotted for at the next following meeting." I also 
ask you to adopt an oath that has been prepared for our 
candidates and to incorporate it into the Constitution. I 
also invite you consider whether it would not be advisable 
to unite the ollices of Secretary and Treasurer when this 
i.«mi.il >mmMw h nictwry, and in the interest ««i the 
Union, as I consider the Secretary Treasurer should now 
be a permanent officer, doing duty at the head office, under 
the direction of the President.

Tm Hu an OuMi i As the work of the Head Office 
has assumed such large |'repositions, it is desirable to add 
to the staff as the demands necessitate I therefore sug 
gest that the President be authorized to add to the staff us

stated plainly that fish would advance to six dollars in 
October and that oil would advance to $110. I did ao, 
knowing just what fish was available, and how ihorl the oil 
supply was I was derided for my pains in advislitg the 
people to hold then fish. The prices of Halt in the markets 
were just ns good In August as they were two weeks ago, 
yet the fishermen to day receive $t».M) for what they sold 
at $!S m August and September. The party to hlume it the 
Government I hey refused to rcapond to my appeal to 
hail the fish buying combine, before the courte, and teat 
the laws dealing with restraint of trade, which Judge lim- 
erson declared, in a lodgment delivered a few years ago, 
was sufficiently strong to make illegal any endeavour to 
fix the price of fish by means of a combine. The Govern 
ment remained inactive, while 2.10,000 qtla. of fish were 
taken by the combine at one dollar per «piintal below the 
true value, which would have been paid if competition pre
vailed The combine was broken by Mr. Franklin with

S.S NASCOPIF. IN THF. ICE. MARCH I, 1914.

he consider necessary , and that he be given full power to 
manage and compensate the staff at the Head Office, as 
he consider advisable, and also meet the expenses of the 
office by draw ing upon the funds of the Supreme Council.

Tm Ambvlanci Association.- I consider the work 
of the St. John's Ambulance Association to be of consider
able importance to us. as a body of toilers, and I venture 
to suggest that you take this matter up at your Council 
meetings, and awaken the interest of your members in this 
laudable work. Where we have medical docto.s stationed, 
it is advisable to arrange for lectures which instruct all 
free, and which is necessary that all should know. Doctor 
McPherson interviewed me about this matter and he is 
willing to do all he possibly can to assist in the work. Ap
plication should be made to him for information and regu
lations, and your Council should ask the local doctor to de
liver the lectures duhng the coming winter.

Present Conditions.—You will all remember that 1 
strongly object to the cut m the price of fish which took 
place in August and was maintained until October. I

( Photo by Pres. Coaker.)

drawing from it, and by the power I held as President of 
our Union, by which the greater part of the fish offering 
for sale was sold through me. This gave me the oppor
tunity to sell at the price I fixed, and the supply being so 
limited the price I named was secured. Seasons such as 
last year and the present year, when the supply is limited, 
enable us. if we work shoulder to shoulder to fix the price 
that must be paid for imv When the supply is greater than 
the demand, it will of course be found that the fishermen 
must sell at the price buyers are willing to pay. We want 
laws that will prevent a combination of buyers from fixing 
the prices. If no law at present is strong enough to accom
plish this, let us see that such will soon be enacted. Fish 
would not have advanced beyond $5.30 taqual this season 
if the F.P.U. did not exist, and cod oil would not have been 
higher than $90 a ton. Provisions were also sold at cost 
prices this fall owing to Union competition, and every fish
erman in the Colony has received great benefits because of 
the existence of this Union. Every man worthy of the 
name, who derive his living from catching fish, should
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voinc loi wind il ml do III* purl lo assist oui effort» to uplift 
hix class. I mn proud of the position which the Union ha* 
attained in.su sium h time, and i feel mire ii ail work i" 
gothef, thut before two years, the commercial mid political 
affaire "i dill ( olony mum i" <onirollt >i by tin I P.U
The work I have to perform to day is enormous, and I am 
appalled by it» giowth. It is more by MX) per cent than it 
was last fall, and next spring it will he greatly addeu to, 
by the operations of the Trading Co., and the establishment 
of a score or more Union Cash Stores. I have no desire to 
hold on lo the position I now occupy. Nothing would give 
me more pleasure than to see you replace me with a man 
that would oontinue the work I have begun, in the same 
spirit, and with the same progress and Indifference to per 
sonal gain. I long to he hack to the life I lived on the 
green Helds, Anyone who imagines I have a desire to seek 
self-aggrandizement, or that I am politically ambitious, is 
greatly mlatiken when y..... in find thi right man to lead

and as a new departure Is intended. I trust my suggestion 
Hill he readily taken up. Don't overlook my suggestions at 
uiiv lime, for it is impossible to conduct the business of this 
Union properly, unless you respond to the appeals made 
through the private circular. Promptness will assist me 
greatly In rnv work Delay and indifference not only In 
jure your interests, but it also makes my work much hard 
er, You must fully trust me, or you must replace me by 
someone you fully trust, and if I have to complain of slack 
ness on the part of Local Councils, respecting prompt re
sponses to the President's intimations, when we meet again, 
my resignation you will have to accept. I defy any creature 
to prove that I have in any way used my position for my 
own advancement, ami as my whole desire Is the advance 
ment of your interests, I must possess all your confidence, 
or none. I say this advisedly for while I remain President 
nothing will cause me to he false to my trust. You do your 
part and remain confident that I will do mine It is you

S.S. DIANA IN THF ICE.

you, I shall indeed be happy to give place to him, and I 
will give that man all the help and assistance in my power. 
I don't intend to be a money-grabber. My ambition is to 
remain as I am,—a poor man. I will perform my duty 
while I remain your leader as I have hitherto done, and I 
am willing to continue my hard task until my successor can 
be found, although I am convinced that such work as I 
must perform, will shorten my life very materially

Our Plans for Next Year.—What we must endeav
our to accomplish the coming year is to get the Trading 
Co. into operation, to establish about twenty more Union 
Cash Stores, to fully organize the Head Office, to install an 
up to date business system, and to prepare ourselves for a 
general election in November, should such occur. We will 
be enabled to supply coal and salt through the Trading Co. 
I am of opinion that we will have to charter two or three 
vessels for the coal trade next year as it is impossible to 
secure vessels in the ordinary way. You will be asked dur
ing the early part of the new year to arrange for salt orders,

who hold the future of the Union, and the welfare of the 
Colony in keeping. I am only as strong as you make me, 
I am no more than any of you, except through the power 
you confer upon me. It is the F.P.U. that makes me a 
large factor in the affairs of the Colony, and not because I 
am W. F. Coaker. We must also take steps now to do 
what is possible to improve the condition of the men who 
engage in the seal-fishery. A Committee will be appointed 
to report to this Convention before it closes. You should 
this year collect an extra ten cents per member, for defray
ing the expenses of your candidates for the House of As
sembly. Each District Council should be prepared to back 
up their candidates and to pay their expenses. The ex
penses will not be large, but whatever they amount to, the 
Councils should see that no candidates is out of pocket by 
reason of his call by you, to battle for your interests. We 
should see that they don't suffer financially. Great sacri
fices must be made by a few, in order to benefit the many, 
and I believe these few will always be found in our ranks, 
who will place Country and Union before self.
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Ni w Union Hai ls,—It is gratifying to And so many 
l.oval Councils building halls and stores. The first Union 
building used in the Colony was that of Doting Cove Coun
cil. it is need ns a More end hill. Snoek’i Heffeor, Lady 
Cove, Bay de Verde, Mingrava Harbor, Jamestown, Red 
ClifTe, Keels, Fortune Harbor and Tilting arc erecting 
buildings When such interest is observable the mission 
of the F.P.U. cannot he doubted.

Importations. A large number of buttons have been 
imported the past year, and have been disposed of, and a 
shipment of guernseys which arrived this fall have also 
been disposed of; another shipment has been ordered. Two 
shipments of Hags have been received this year. A large 
number of orders are now booked ; they will be filled when 
another shipment arrive, which should come to hand soon. 
We imported two cargoes of coal and one cargo of salt the 
past season, and the branches were supplied with 4000 
hhds. direct from St. John's.

Government Mkktinos.- The Government was 
pledged last fall in a letter to me. to supply the price of 
fishery produce abroad, every week. I am sorry to inform 
you that this pledge has been ignored and the price of fish-

years from now, and every effort must be made by us to 
have every steam mill, started since I BIO, closed down as 
soon as we can enforce our views. The future of the fish
eries depend upon those limits for timber supplies and un
less the necessary timber is forthcoming the fisheries must 
eventually collapse. No greater crime could have been 
committed against the fishermen's interests than that of 
not enforcing the laws concerning the three mile limit.

Private Circulars.—I have mailed private circulars 
from time to time since the busy fall came In, in order to 
keep all posted respecting what is transpiring at St. John's. 
1 find many of the Chairmen who received the circulars, 
were disloyal enough to keep their contents to themselves, 
and no meetings were called by them to inform members 
of their contents. This is far from satisfactory and should 
be closely attended to. by Focal Councils, as it is necessary 
that every member should know the contents of all those 
circulars, as well as the contents of all communications 
from die President, i trust brenchee will tike steps to In
sure, that in future the contents of the private circular will 
be promptly reed In open Council.

The Season's Catch. - This season's catch of codfish

ENTRANCE TO TILTON.

try produce has not been supplied. The pledge given by 
the Premier to call a conference the past fall consider the 
standardizing of fish, in which the F.P.U., the Bard of 
Trade, and the Fishermen, were to participate, was also 
ignored; and the meetings called at St. John’s by the Min
ister of Fisheries, were not what had been arranged for 
with me, by the Premier; consequently, considering we had 
been ignored and treated with contempt, we advise our 
friends not to take any part in the game of bluff being 
practised. The meeting fell flat, and no interest was taken 
in them by the fishermen. We ought to know what seal 
oil. seal skins, cod oil. lobsters, herring, salmon and cod
fish are worth in the foreign markets, and we will insist 
upon having such information supplied.

F.P.U. Petitions.—Last year petitions were presented 
from our branches requesting the prevention of the erec
tion of further steam mills upon the three mile limit, and 
also for the prevention of tree rinding. No effort has been 
made to carry out your wishes and during the past year up
wards of 20 new steam saw mills have started to saw logs 
taken from the fishermen's reserve. Such a policy will 
cause serious inconvenience to the fishermen in a few

do not exceed that of last year, which was about 200,000 
qtls. short of 1909, and n half million quintals short of 
1908. The prices paid the past season started at a high 
figure, as much as $6.80 talquai being paid in outports. 
The price fell to $6, then to $5.50, and early in August to 
$5. 250,000 qtls. of shore fish was sold at $5. The com
bine which existed at St. John's and which was tolerated 
by the Government, was the sole cause of the reduction of 
prices. The catch was a short one, and the markets abroad 
were in good condition and empty of supplies. The price 
should not have fallen below $6, nor should it have ad
vanced beyond $6. If all had received $6 no dissatisfaction 
regarding prices would exist. The payment of $5 per qtl. 
in August and September was a rob of $1.00 per qtl and 
the payment of $6.90 is the punishment of the people upon 
the buyers, because of the rob of $1 per qtl. in August and 
September. We trust that common sense will guide the 
buyers in the future, in a far greater degree than it has 
been in the past. Combines are the curse of every coun
try and should be treated as a public enemy. The lobster 
fishery is short of last year’s catch, but the price was $2 
per case higher. The supply of cod oil is short, and the F.
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P.U. managed to secure advances, raising the price from 
$00 to $127. The refined oil market was well supplied by 
Norway, and the price declined for the Newfoundland ar
ticle, which is now 75c. The cull of herring, which the 
Board of Trade established in the spring, caused great dis
satisfaction amongst the packers. We approve of the grad
ing of herring, but we strongly disapprove of a grading 
cull being adopted, without being intimated to the public 
sufficient early to enable the packers to put up herring ac
cording to the grades. The cull of fish in operation during 
August and September varied, one week it was very strict, 
while another it was less stringent. It caused considerable 
dissatisfaction and again emphasized the need of a stand
ard cull, fixed by law. The cure of shore fish the past sea
son could not be much worse. Reckless buying, without 
cull, is surely but slowly ruining the dry fish markets, and 
the cure will not be improved until the man who sells good 
llsh is paid a good price, and the man who sells bad is pun
ished by receiving a low price. I am willing to do all I 
possibly can to encourage the establishment of a standardeon.

American Buyers. I am pleased to find the American
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money for the purchase of supplies. This fund has been 
horn and will grow year by year, until it amounts to a quar
ter of a million dollars, when it will be available for the 
purpose it is intended to serve. Every member should as
sist the growth of this fund by buying butter, tobacco, tea, 
and oil clothes through the Union. Every branch should 
prepare its bulk order, spring and fall, for these articles. 
Funds must he laid up, if good results are expected. The 
sick benefit fund is now in operation. Every branch Is ex
pected to secure subscribers for the fund according to the 
rules prescribed, which arc to be found in the constitution. 
If this is to prove beneficial it must he supported by you. 
Let a few in every branch give it a trial and test its merits.

A Warning. Let me warn you against expecting 
large improvements in a short time. The work we arc en
gaged in will take many years to fully materialize. We arc 
striving to undo wrongs which have been implanted in our 
commercial and political systems. All great achievements 
must he slowly accomplished. When we look back to the 
2nd of November, 1008, and contrast our first effort with 
the achievements of to-day, we must all admit that the pro
gress made is enormous. When we compare the first issue

ORIGINAL SITE OF PORT UNION PREMISES OF THE F P.U.

buyers visiting our coasts buying green fish in bulk. It is 
the one bright spot of the past year's transaction, and I trust 
every effort will be made to encourage those buyers to re
turn, by doing all we possibly can to put up the grade of 
fish they seek, and to facilitate them in their operations. 
The future of the Colony depends upon the sale of green 
fish in bulk, and I hope the whole fall’s catch will be pur
chased green before five years pass away.

Union Stores and Credit System—The opening of 
the Union stores has given the people whom they serve an 
opportunity to buy goods at St. John’s prices which will 
prove a great blessing to outports as stores increase. You 
should do everything possible to assist those stores and to 
make them a success. Those stores will eventually pur
chase your fish at your own harbor, where it will be packed 
for market, and cash will be paid for the same. The stores 
will sell for cash, and it won’t be many years before the 
credit and truck system will disappear, and every dollar 
spent will secure a full dollar's worth in value. The days 
of one man paying, for another who won’t pay, are num
bered. Nothing is nearer my heart then to kill out the 
credit system, and to establish a fund to loan sums of

of The Advocate with the paper now issued, it surely 
should greatly encourage us. When you visit St. John's 
and observe the work which the President is now called 
upon to perform daily, officially, you will feel impressed 
with the importance of our organization and the great pos
sibilities open through it. During the last six weeks I have 
not been five hours outside my office on working days. The 
work starts at 9 a.m. and ends at midnight, while I usually 
spend two hours replying to correspondence every morn
ing, before office hours begin. I want some leisure hours 
the coming winter, to install an up-to-date system at the 
Head Office. Whether I am to secure my desire it is dif
ficult now to say, as I have planned considerable organiz
ing work for the coming winter. It is you who are to make 
the Union a success and not the President. The Union is 
the people, and if you are strong I will be strong. If you 
arc loyal, the Union will be powerful through you. My 
strength must come from you.

The Fishermen’s Institute.—I recently visited the 
Fishermen’s Institute, which is being erected by Doctor 
Grenfell at St. John’s, and was pleased to see such a build
ing under erection. When finished it will fill a long felt
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need, and the outport toilers visiting St. John's will be af- 
rorded the opportunity of enjoying the best possible com
forts and treatment, through this Institute. It will be open 
ed in the spring and next season when you visit St. John's 
instead of being compelled to lay around in schooners and 
forcing yourselves upon your friends in the city, you will 
lie tbit t<> secure QtlSrtWS at the Institute within the reach 
of your purses. The sealers will be enabled to secure de
cent treatment before leaving and after arrival from the 
icefields. For a small fee you can wash your bodies and 
your apparel. I trust all will do their utmost to support 
the Institute and to abide by the rules governing the in
stitution. Dr. Grenfell has asked me to become a member 
of the Board, which is to control the Institute in order to 
have the wishes of the F.P.U. members considered In re
spect to the management of the Institute. It is the first 
time that any such endeavor was made to accommodate the 
demands of the outport toilers, and Dr. Grenfell is deserv
ing of our thanks for the accomplishment of such an un
dertaking. and if he don’t succeed in doing anything else to 
assist us, toilers, this one achievement will justify us, in al
ways honoring his name and memory

A Great Task to Face.—In conclusion, I ask you all

everlasting contempt.
Bonavista Honored.—1 selected Bonavlsta for this 

Convention, because I wish to demonstrate to the district 
the great progress which it has attained, and I want to hon
or Bonavista Bay for the splendid response made by it to 
uphold Unionism. We may not be able to hold another 
Convention here for many years, and I trust our gathering 
here at this time will prove an inspiration to Grecnspond 
ns well as to members of the Supreme Council now assem
ble! i do ikh forget die response made by ibis town last 
fall when i appealed i" lia tollers to unfurl the flag and to 
assist us in our efforts to secure for every man his own. 
and I trust before the days of 1912 begins to shorten that 
Grecnspond will possess a Union Cash Store, and that if 
the elections come off in 1912 that this time next year will 
sec three members of the House of Assembly representing 
Bonavista District. If such is achieved, then we will be 
able to dare boldly every scoffer of our Union in this Dis 
trict and town. I do not forget your fight for Sunday ob 
servance, or the results which were attained through that 
fight, and I trust the pluck and spirit then demonstrated 
will not be lacking when our battle for political control is 
in operation.

THE ILL-FATED S.S.

to co-operate, to maintain and carry on the work this Union 
has undertaken. We must be prepared to meet many ob
stacles. but if we are determined never to recognize defeat, 
all me aim to accomplish will be secured to us. Without 
enthusiasm little can ever be accomplished. You must re
member that in the performance of my duties I have the 
right to expect the support of every toiler in our ranks. We 
have a great task to face and woe to us if we fail to meet 
them unitedly. We must keep the wheel of progress mov
ing or our children will suffer for our indifferences. We 
must progress, or permit what we possess to decay. There 
can be no standing still. We max not accomplish all we 
aim at, but we should strive manfully and sincerely to de
serve success, and if we are to succeed, we must recognize 
the laws which govern success, which are, to dare, to do, 
and to endure. We must have limbs all iron, and souls all 
flame, and never bulge a single inch to the foe. Half 
hearted work never yet, or never will, accompli* any
thing. Every toiler can afford to pav fifty cents to join our 
Union, and five cents a month to maintain it. and the toiler 
who is cowardly enough to hesitate, ought to merit your

SOUTHERN CROSS.

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to our 
Third Convention, and I pray that our deliberations will 
conduce to the advancement of our aims and objects, the 
cementing of our ranks, and to the material welfare of our 
beloved land, and the uplifting of her ill-used sons of toil.

W. F. COAKER, President.
The following Committees were appointed: On Fin

ance:—A. Hudson, Wm. Moss, Ab. Lilly, John Fitzgerald, 
M. LeDrew. On the Constitution:—A. Samson, R. Miller, 
J. W. Oldford, E. Miles, Samuel Prince.

The Treasurer presented the following report:—
Mr. President and Members of the Supreme Council.

Friends:—As Treasurer 1 beg to submit the following 
statement of the receipts of my office for the past year. 
The assessments received amount to $773.22, as per list, 
$771.22 was remitted to the President, and the balance is 
the cost of expenses incurred in the performance of my 
duties. Many of the assessments were forwarded direct to 
the President.

Respectfully submitted,
WALLACE ABBOTT, Treasurer.
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Greenspond, November 29th, 1911.
Committee on Finance submitted the following report :
Mr. Presidents—The Committee appointed to audit 

the books and report upon the finances of this Council beg 
to submit the following report : We carefully audited the 
accounts for 1910, and for 1911, up to date. We find that 
for 1010 the receipts were $402.80, and disbursements 
$590.19, which caused a debit balance of $197.33, to be 
brought forward to this year's account. The receipts this 
year to date amount to $4,504.10, and the disbursements, 
including the debit balance brought forward from last year, 
amount to $4,391.97, which leaves a credit balance in hand 
of $112.13, while considerable discounts upon the fall's 
trade for butter, tea and tobacco, payable at the end of the 
year, will place our funds in a favourable condition. Wc 
notice that the amount paid to date to the President is $325, 
which is all that he has received since the formation of the 
Union, as compensation for his services.

Respectfully submitted,
A. G. HUDSON. JOHN FITZGERALD.
MATTHEW l.i DREW, AB. LILLY,
WILLIAM MOSS.
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three years ago. To realize that we now represent 124 
Local Councils, and that 00 of them have been established 
this year, is indeed an inspiration to all who love the pro
gress of our country and the uplifting of the common toil
ers which we represent. We rejoice to learn that our 
Union numbers 12,500 sons of toil and we firmly believe 
that the day is not far distant when we will number 20,000. 
At almost every harbor where branches are working, mem 
bers are being added at every meeting, and a large increase 
will be ours the coming winter.

Sec. 2.—We are pleased to know that four District 
Councils are now working and that two more will likely be 
established the coming winter. The District Councils are 
very popular with the members, and the meetings held last 
winter were highly successful and a great benefit. The idea 
of including District Councils in the organization was a 
good one, and wc hope those Councils will ever prove a 
great blessing to each of the districts possessing them.

Sec. 3.— Wc appreciate the good which the Union 
Cash Stores arc conferring upon the settlements in reach 
of them. Wc hear nothing but good about them and the 
great benefits received through them. They were tried as

'wwr ,*

S.S. NASCOPIE JAMMED OFF CROIS ISLAND, MARCH 16. 1914. (Photo by Pres. Coakcr.)

Greenspond, November 28th, 1911.
The Committee appointed to draft a reply to the 

President’s speech, submitted the following report :—
Mr. President:—The Committee appointed to draft a 

report in reply to the speech delivered by you at the open
ing of this Third Annual Annual Convention of the Su
preme Council of the F.P.U., beg to submit the following 
as their report :

Sec. I.—We are pleased to know the F.P.U. has made 
such enormous progress during the past year, and that you 
have been enabled to visit so many established Councils 
and so many settlements, to deliver public addresses and to 
inaugurate so many new Councils. We sincerely thank you 
for the visit you made to the South Side of Trinity Bay and 
the North Side of Conception Bay, and we rejoice to know 
that our Union is now fully established at all the settle
ments embraced in that great stretch of coast reaching 
from La Scie on the Treaty Shore to Freshwater in Con
ception Bay. Very few of us imagined that such progress 
was possible when you started our Union at Herring Neck

an experiment and nothing possible will induce the harbors 
possessing them to give them up. We believe they will 
cement our ranks, and that the members will derive bene
fits from them which cannot be attained except through 
organization. We desire to see every harbor which is 
qualified possessing a Union Cash Store, and the sooner 
they become general the sooner will the credit system dis
appear and each man be enabled to purchase and sell un
der a system that will not compel a man who pays his ac
count to pay the bills of those who don’t pay.

Sec. 4.—We thank you, Mr. President, for starting 
such a movement as the Trading Company. We realize 
the obstacles which the F.P.U. has to encounter, and a.i 
we desire to place our commercial affairs upon a solid 
foundation, we heartily endorse the formation of the Trad
ing Co., and we pledge ourselves to do all in our power to 
secure the capital required, and to assist the work in every 
possible way. We strongly recommend our members to 
invest their money in the shares of this Company, and we 
strongly approve of the rules which guide the Company’s
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affairs. There can be no great advancement in our com
mercial affairs until we import our own supplies and make 
«‘in osah Merit Independent ef 8t Join's For eeppUee. We
see no reason why the shareholders should not benefit con
siderably and receive a fair return upon their investment. 
If we pull together it will be an easy matter to raise the 
capital, and when the Trading Company is in operation we 
will be enabled to feel that new conditions have indeed 
arisen. Let us manfully buck you. Mr. President, and en
able you to strike heavy blows in our interests, and in no 
way can we assist you better than by backing the Trading 
Company.

Sec 5.—We are proud of The Advocate. We arc 
pleased to know a Company has been incorporated to pub
lish it. We strongly recommend our friends to buy shares 
in the Company. The paper is our mainstay. We could 
not do without it. We thank you. Mr. President, for your 
work in editing and managing it. free of charge. We ap 
predate your action and we believe every man in the Col
ony will soon realize that your work is for the people's

good, and that you are not the grab-all that many of them 
suppose you to be. Very few would use their talents for 
the general good without money payments, but you have 
compelled all reasonable men to admit by your actions 
that there is no self in this work so far as you are con-

Sec. 6.—We take this opportunity to record our strong 
disapproval of the attacks made upon you by Captain A. 
Kean and the editor of The Western Star, as well as our 
contempt for those who have slandered you from time to 
time, which you have referred to in The Advocate. We 
consider all such attacks as a direct insult to the whole 
Union, for if you were not our Head you would not be the 
envy of those men. We are responsible for your election 
as Head of our Union, and we consider we are the best 
judges of your fitness for the position you occupy. We wish 
to inform Capt. Kean and Mr. Dooley that we are able to 
manage our affairs without their advice, and that we will 
ever defend the President of our Union against all outside 
interference and will resent any attempts made to injure 
our President, irrespective of who the offenders are. Let

us all be determined to fight the battles of our Leader and 
it will soon be found that few will attack him.

Sec. 7.—It is gratifying to us to compare the receipts 
of the Union this year with former years. The increase is 
remarkable and came as a surprise to us. We are amazed 
to find that this year's receipts will show an estimated sur 
plus of $ 14(H), over expenditure, and that in itself is suf
ficient to demonstrate to the world the fact that you, Mr. 
I resident, are worthy of the confidence we have reposed in 
you for three years as our Head. We strongly urge all to 
abide by your advice and to carry out your wishes respect
ing the raising of funds, through discounts, from butter, 
tea, tobacco and oil clothes. If every member will do as 
you urge, we believe that at our next Convention we will 
possess funds, derived from discounts, which will fill every 
member with Union fire, and convince the Colony that the 
blessing of Almighty God rests upon our efforts to uplift 
the oppressed and despised toilers of Newfoundland.

Sec. 8. We notice with pleasure that the Head Office 
is now fully established at St. John's, and that we can look

up with pride to the heart of the Union. We trust that it 
won't be long before the F.P.U. office at St. John's will not 
only be the heart of the Union, but also the heart of the 
commercial and political affairs of the whole Colony. This 
we believe will be achieved as soon as an opportunity to 
mark our ballots is given us. When we realize that you, 
Mr. Pres., have labored for three years for the advance
ment of our Union, in the manner we know you have, and 
that you have received but $325 for all your services, we 
can find no words strong or fitting enough to express to you 
our thanks. All we can say is, may God bless and reward 
you in another world for your great work on our behalf, 
and for your country's good.

Sec. 9.—In reference to the Memorial forwarded and 
presented to the Government by the delegation from this 
Council, we agree with all you say anent the same, Mr. 
President. We consider our requests to be very reason
able, and in the best interests of the whole Colony, and we 
consider this Council should resent the treatment accorded 
our requests. We are of the opinion that the members of 
our Union will show their deep resentment by giving their

F.P.U. STORE AT PORT REXTON.
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united support to the Union Candidates when opportunity 
offer. We have been bluffed by the Government respect
ing our requests in relation to prices of fish abroad, and a 
conference to standardize fish, as well as by the manner in 
which the promise of the Prime Minister has been per
formed respecting the reorganization of the Fishery Board. 
We see no other course open to us except that of securing 
the return of sufficient Union members of the House of 
Assembly to ensure recognition of our just requests, and 
if we place a Union Party in the House of Assembly, it will 
be because we are convinced that in no other way will the 
people s wishes be respected. We therefore gladly pro
claim that "no surrender" shall be our motto, as you sug- 
PM

Sec. 10. -We are of the opinion that as the last elec
tions were held in May, 1909, and the period fixed by the 
Constitution will not permit any Government to hold office 
after June, 1913, that this Union should petition the Leg
islature requesting that the general elections be held next 
November, and that the petitions be signed in time to be

Council for the Governor in Council, and we urge you Mr. 
President to appoint a Committee for this purpose.

Sec. 12. We agree with the recommendation of the 
Twillingatc District Council, and move that section 50 be 
amended thus:—That after the figures 50/2, the following 
words be added, viz., "rejected candidates are debarred 
from applying for admission until the period of twelve 
months has elapsed, applications for membership shall be 
made at one meeting and not balloted for at least before 
the next following regular meeting." We also recommend 
that the following section be added to the Constitution: 
Sec. 74, Candidate's Oath. -All candidates selected by the 
District Councils for election to the House of Assembly in 
the interest of the F.P.U. Party shall as soon as elected be 
obliged in the presence of the District Council. The oath 
shall be administered by a Justice of the Peace, and shall
he as follows: I, .............. , a selected candidate for the
Fishermen's Union Political Party for the District of........
at the next forthcoming election, solemnly vow and declare 
that if elected I will be true to my Party and the principals

F.P.U. STORE AT PORT-DE-GRAVE.

presented as soon as possible, when the Legislature again 
meet. We therefore recommend that a Committee be ap
pointed, as you suggest, to draft a petition and submit it 
to this Convention.

Sec. II.—We rejoice to learn that Trinity and Bona- 
vista Districts have selected their candidates to take the 
field at the next General Election on behalf of the 
F. P. U. Party, and we wish the friends nominated by 
the District Councils every success as Union Candi
dates, and trust that every Union member will cast his vote 
for men the District Council have selected. It is grand to 
realize that at last the toilers are privileged to select their 
own candidates for the House of Assembly, and the action 
opens a new page in the history of this Colony. We feel 
sure all the District Councils will select men worthy of the 
honor, men that put self last, and work conscientiously for 
the toilers' interests. We strongly approve of your sug
gestion to appoint a Committee to suggest the planks that 
must compose the Union’s political platform based upon 
the requests contained in the Memorial prepared by this

of the Fishermen's Union will never receive a bribe from 
any source and will resign my seat if called upon to do so 
by resolution of my District Council; I further vow, that 1 
have no selfish aim in seeking election to the House of 
Assembly, and will not accept a cent's remuneration, gift, 
present or reward while a .member of the House of As
sembly, except my sessional indemnity, and what my Dis
trict Council approve of.

Sec. 13.—We further recommend that the Secretary 
and Treasurer’s offices be combined, that one man perform 
the two duties under the designation of Secretary-Treas
urer, and that such an officer shall perform the duties pro
vided by the Constitution, to be performed by the Secret- 
tary and the Treasurer of the Supreme Council, and all 
other duties he is directed to perform by the President, and 
that he be selected by the President. We also recommend 
that the President be authorized to manage and direct the 
work of the Head Office, and to employ any assistance he 
considers advisable to further the work of the Union, and 
that all such assistants be paid out of the funds of the 
Union as the President shall direct.
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Sec. 14.—We trust the Local Councils will act upon 
the suggestions made by you in reference to having lec
tures delivered by local doctors upon the lines indicated by 
the rules of the Ambulance Association which we believe 
will prove of much benefit to the fishermen.

Sec. 15.—We agree with every word you say respect
ing prices paid for fish and oil the past season. We thank 
you for the advice you tendered in the columns of The 
Advocate, and by means of the private circulars, and we 
readily acknowledge that but for this Union and your ef
forts at St. John’s, that fish would not have advanced high
er than $5.30 talquai, and Labrador would not have gone 
over $3.80, per qtl., while oil would not have fetched more 
than $90 per ton. We are of the opinion that the Govern
ment was remiss in their duty by not responding to your 
call to punish the combine which we know was contrary to

Sec. 17.—We are of the opinion that the Local Councils 
assessments for the District Councils should be increased 
to 10 cents per member this year, in order to provide funds 
for candidates expenses incurred in the performance of 
their duties which the District Councils approve and pass.

Sec. 18.—We note with pleasure that many Councils 
are erecting halls and stores and we hereby tender these 
Councils our congratulations in their work of building up 
our Union.

Sec. 19.—We regret to find that the Government ig
nored our petitions to protect the 3 mile limit, to prohibit 
the rinding of trees, and to prohibit the operation of addi
tional steam lumber mills. We realize even more forceful 
than hitherto the necessity of protecting the timber sup
ply on the fishermen’s reserve, and we wish to announce 
that just as soon as we can secure the power we will en-

F.P.U. COUNCIL AT SQUID TICKLE, AFTER PARADE.

law, but when we consider that two members of the Gov
ernment were parties to the combine, we clearly discern 
why the combine was permitted to cut prices with impun
ity, and to purchase fish at $5 per qtl. that would have 
fetched $6, if competition was allowed to operate in the 
usual way. We recommend our members in future to 
stand shoulder to shoulder when you appeal to us for co
operation in fish selling.

Sec. 16.—We realize the extent of your labor, and the 
energy you have put into your work, we know that no ac
tion of ours can compensate you properly for your toil as 
President of our Union, if dollars could repay you, many 
would be required. We know you won’t look for payment 
as men usually do, our heartfelt thanks are yours and we 
pray that you will be long spared to perform your duties as 
President, and that you will be rewarded by the benefit 
which your exertions will confer upon us toilers.

force the law respecting the fishermen’s reserve, and that 
all new saw mills operating since the protest to the Gov
ernment, November 1909, will be closed down. There 
must be no fooling with this issue, the timber supply must 
be protected.

Sec. 20.—We are pleased to find the American green 
fish buyers on our coast purchasing green bulk fish, and we 
endorse your wish that all will assist the operations of the 
buyers, and that a permanent business will result. We 
trust you will be able to visit Gloucester as you suggest, 
and arrange for the purchase of fish next fall by those 
buyers on a large scale.

Sec. 21.—We recommend that every Local Council 
purchase tea, butter, tobacco, oil clothes in bulk from the 
Head Office in order to raise funds for the Union through 
discounts, they should be greatly encouraged by the fact 
that such a large amount was raised this fall, although
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many branches were remiss in observing the decision of 
this Council which they are in duty bound expected to re
cognize. Let all forward their bulk orders next spring and 
fail, and thereby enable us to materialize our plans to 
eventually cut out the credit system by loans which mem
bers in need will be enabled to secure from the funds.

Sec. 22.—We record our appreciation of the services 
rendered to the toilers by Dr. Grenfell’s Mission, and we 
especially thank Dr. Grenfell for securing funds for, and 
placing such a splendid Institution within the reach of the 
outport people visiting St. John's. We trust every effort 
will be made by all our friends to make the institution a

Sec. 23.—We strongly support your remarks concern
ing action to improve the sealers’ conditions, and we trust 
the Committee which you will select will succeed in bring
ing before us a report that will be the means of securing 
reforms which we all agree are badly required.

Sec. 24.—We, with you Mr. President, trust that every 
possible benefit will flow to our friends of Greenspond 
Council, and that before another fall is upon us, they will

Greenspond, November 28th, 1911.
Mr. President:—The Committee on amending the 

Constitution have considered the amendments submitted to 
them, and recommend the following changes:—

That the order of business section be amended, and 
that order 6 be placed order 8 and order 8 replace order 6.

That section 50i/2 be cancelled. That section 53 be 
amended to provide: That all initiation fees shall belong to 
the Local Council receiving the same. Section 50. The 
words "when not debarred by section 60{/£,” .... "and 
except provided by section 50Yi' to be omitted, and the ad
dition of the following sentence: "Rejected candidates are 
debarred from applying for admission until the period of 
twelve months has elapsed. Application for membership 
shall be made at one meeting and ballotted for at the next 
following regular meeting." That section 72, 73 and 74 be

Section 72. Any member engaged in business shall 
withdraw when requested to do so by resolution of his 
Local Council, passed at a regular meeting and supported 
by a majority of members on the roll.
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be reaping the blessings of a Union Cash Store.
Sec. 25.—We trust all will unite when the battle of 

the ballots come to return our candidates which will be no 
hard task if we stand as a united body. If we fail our 
Union will suffer so much that it may not be able to with
stand the blow. If we succeed our Union will be estab
lished while the country remains and the control of the 
whole affairs of this Colony will pass to the peopTe through 
our organization.

Sec. 26.—Expressing admiration and warmest thanks 
for the speech you opened our Convention with. We beg 
to end our duties by wishing you and our Union God speed.

Respectfull submitted,
MARTIN PHILLIPS,
W. B. JENNINGS.
JOHN ABBOTT,
D. WHITE,
R. WINSOR.

The Committee appointed to consider the amending 
of the Constitution as proposed by Twillingate District 
Council, and other Local Councils, submitted the following

Section 73. Every Chairman of a Local Council shall, 
during meetings and Union official gatherings, wear a 
Union Sash as an emblem of his office. Such sash shall 
be the property of the Council, and shall be designed by 
the Supreme Council, and purchased through the Supreme 
Council.

Section 74. All candidates selected by the District 
Councils for election to the House of Assembly in the in
terests of the F.P.U. Party, shall when selected be obliged, 
in the presence of the District Council, before a Justice of 
the Peace. The oath administered to be as follows: "I 
.............. , a selected Candidate for the Fishermen's Pro
tective Union Political Party for the District of................
at the next forthcoming elections, solemnly vow and de
clare that if elected I will be true to my Party and prin
ciples of the Fishermen’s Union. Will never receive a 
bribe from any source, and will resign my seat when called 
upon to do so by resolution of my District Council. I fur
ther vow, that I have no selfish aim in seeking election to 
the House of Assembly, and will not receive a cent's re
muneration, gift, present, or reward while a member of the 
House of Assembly, except my sessional indemnity, and
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what my District Council approve of. So help me God." 
This oath must be sworn to and signed by each candidate, 
and the affidavit must be deposited with the President. 

Respectfully submitted,
A. SAMSON,
R. MILLER,
J. W. OLDFORD,
ELIJAH MILES,
SAMUEL PRINCE.

The Committee appointed to draft a Union Political 
Platform submitted the following report:—

Greenspond, November 29th, 1911.
To the President and Members of the Supreme Council of 

the F.P.ii.
Mr. President and Friends:—The Committee ap

pointed to consider and draft a platform for the Fisher
men’s Union Party, beg to suggest that in our platform the 
following planks shall be included:—

(1) Standardizing of fish; a new system of culling

what is paid worn out toilers.
(11) A long distance telephone system to connect 

every settlement in the Colony which can be reached.
(12) The reorganization of the Fisheries Department.
(13) Single electoral districts, including one for Lab

rador, and another for Eastern St. Barbe.
(14) Elective School and Road Boards, the former on 

denominational lines, the latter to expend all road, charity 
and old age pension grants.

(15) Amended Sealing Laws as outlined by the F.P.U. 
agreement.

(16) The sale of timber areas by public auction, and 
the enforcement of the Fishermen’s Timber Limit Laws 
and the Crown Lands Act re timber grants.

(17) The payment of $500 sessional indemnity for 
members of the House of Assembly, for outport members.

(18) Laws to make combines in trade punishable by 
imprisonment only.

(19) Laws to establish the Referendum and the Recall.

COOKS ON THE S.S. NASCOP1E, 1914.

fish; the inspection of fishery produce ; and the establish
ment of a permanent commission to operate the laws to 
standardize fish and the culling of it, etc.

(2) The appointment of Trade Agents abroad.
(3) Weekly reports of prices of fishery produce in 

the foreign markets.
(4) The establishment of a night school system in the 

outports during winter months.
(5) Schools for every settlement containing 15 school

able children from the age of 6 to 13.
(6) Free and compulsory education, seven months of 

each year.
(7) Reduction of duties upon certain articles used by 

the masses, such as readymade clothes, oil clothes, boots, 
tobacco, gurenseys, etc.

(8) Old Age Pensions for all over 70, unprovided 
for, starting with $50 and increasing to $100 as the Col
ony’s finances permit.

(9) Erection of Bait Depots as outlined by the F.P.U.
(10) No further pensions to Civil Servants except

(20) Retrenchment in every department of the Public 
Service, and working hours for officials from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m., and the promotion of faithful public officials to va-

(21) The amendment of the Election Act, to permit 
the counting of votes by each Deputy Returning Officer, as 
in Canada.

(22) Laws to punish any member of the Legislature 
who receives financial profit or gain directly, or indirectly, 
from the Public Treasury, except what is openly voted by 
the Legislature as salary—sessional indemnity,—or in pay
ment of services rendered to the Colony.

(23) Any resolution of this Supreme Council passed 
at two succeeding sessions.

Respectfully submitted,
WALTER BROWN,
ARCHIBALD TARGETT,
JAMES BROWN,
J. F. MOULAND,
JACOB QUINTON.
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The Committee appointed to consider proposals to im
prove the conditions of our countrymen engaged in sealing 
submitted the following report :—

Greenspond, November 29th, 1911.
To the President and Members of the Supreme Council of

the F.P.U.
Mr. President and Friends:—The Committee ap

pointed to consider “proposals to improve the conditions of 
our countrymen engaged in sealing, beg to submit the fol
lowing proposals:— i

Sec. 1.—We are of the opinion that (a) the living 
compartments of the iron ships should be ceiled over the 
sleeping berths and along the sides of the ship; that (b) 
the berths should be portable iron frames as in use on 
board the Beothic; that (c) the hatch entrances should be 
partitioned with portable partions; that (d) all the ships 
be heated throughout by steam.

Sec. 2.—We recommend this Council to do its utmost 
to secure better food for the common sealers. We sug
gest that soft bread, to the amount of two 1 lb. loaves, be 
supplied to every sealer at least three times each week, 
viz:—Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays; that hot dinners 

•be supplied Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays, such din
ners to consist of pudding, beef and pork in equal propor
tion, and potatoes; that beans and pork be provided every

“the act respecting the House of Assembly and the pow
ers and privileges thereof," or the possible exercise of the 
eral Elections, submitted the following report :—

Greenspond, November 29th, 1911.
To the President and Members of the Supreme Council

of the F.P.U.
Mr. President and Friends:—The Committee ap

pointed to draft a petition to be presented to the House of 
Assembly at its next session, concerning the next General 
Election, beg to submit the following draft of such a 
petition :—
To the Honorable the House of Assembly, of Newfound-

The prayer of the undersigned Officers and Members 
of the Fishermen’s Protective Union of Newfoundland, and 
others, humbly shewth,

That we beg mos^ respectfully to approach your Hon
orable House for the purpose of petitioning that a General 
Election be held in the early part of November, 1912. Your 
petitioners are aware of the fact that the life of the pre
sent Parliament expires under statute by effluxion in 
June, 1913 and that the present members may hold their 
seats until the above date, but in the language of the 
Statute "no longer."

mMi

THE NASCOPIE AND STEPHANO JAMMED OFF CROIS ISLANDS, MARCH 17, 1914.

morning for breakfast; and that the pea soup served Satur
days should include onions, potatoes and turnips; that all 
the fat skimmed from the boilers be used in the puddings; 
that the butter allowance be the same as hitherto.

Sec. 3.—We recommend that the cooks should not be 
expected to perform any work in addition to cooking.

Sec. 4.—That a room should be fitted on each ship as 
in a hospital, for the accommodation of the sick and dis
abled, and that all ships be provided with medical aid.

Sec. 5.—We recommend that no firearms should be 
used in the prosecution of the seal fishery; that the pan
ning of seals and the killing of bitch hoods be prohibited 

Sec. 6.—We consider that the steamer owners should 
convey outport sealers to their homes, as soon as possible 
after discharging; that no deduction should be made for 
damaged skins; that the owners of steamers should insure 
the crews prospective share of seals, and deduct the cost 
of insurance from the proceeds of the voyage and that the 
price of fat should be fixed before sailing by the steamer 
owners and the F.P.U. Respectfully submitted,
JOB B WORN ELL, ROBERT G. WINSOR, GEORGE 

BISHOP, RICHARD HOUNSELL. E. J. WORNELL. 
The Committee appointed to draft a petition to the 

House of Assembly concerning the date of the next Gen-

We therefore submit that neither by amendment to 
powers of His Excellency the Governor, should the life of 
the present Parliament be prolonged beyond November, 
1912, and for the following reasons:—

1st.—That the abnormal expenditures of the present 
Government were never contemplated by the Electorate, 
and that there should be a General Election at the earliest 
convenient date, so that the people may have an oppor
tunity of expressing their opinion through the ballot box, 
on the far reaching consequences and possible dangers of 
the financial policy of the present Ministry.

2nd.—That an Election held in the spring of the year 
at any date that will enable the Fishermen of our Banking 
and Western fleet to exercise their franchise may find our 
Northern coast blocked with ice, and thereby disfranchise 
the voters living on our Northern Sea Board.

3rd. -That Elections held at the time when large num
bers of fishermen are looking for fishery supplies, gives 
the supplying merchant an undue influence over those who 
need a fishing outfit.

4th.—That the universal practice in all English speak
ing communities is to hold General Elections after the Har
vest of Sea and Land is gathered, the obvious reason for 
this is that wage earners are more independent, and less
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liable to pressure and undue influence, hence we respect
fully submit that the first week in November is the best 
time for a General Election.

5th.—That we view with the gravest concern the ex
cessive growth of Expenditure in almost every Department 
of the Civil Service and especially in connection with the 
policy of Branch Railways.

In the speech delivered by the Rt. Hon. Sir E. P. 
Morris in introducing the Railway Resolutions in the As
sembly on Feb. 3rd, 1910, the Country was assured that 
the Branch Railways would be completed by a charge of 
$4,000,000 to the public debt, and an annual interest charge 
of ($140,000) One Hundred and Forty Thousand Dollars.

In Sir Edward's speech he used the following langu
age: "The estimate of the five branches would be Two 
Hundred and Fifty miles altogether, it may be a little more, 
it may be a little less. The cost at $15,000 per mile would 
be about $4,000,000 in round figures, the interest on this 
will be One Hundred and Forty Thousand Dollars per year 
whr-n the Contracts have been completed.”

We are now alarmed to find that when the Branch 
Railways to Bonavista and Trepassey are completed with

ther terminals, fences, extras are right of way, that the 
$4,000,000 will be exhausted.

We believe from the speeches delivered by Sir Ed
ward Morris at the opening of the Burin Agricultural Ex
hibition and other Ministers of the Crown at the ceremony 
of laying the first sod at the Trepassey Branch, and also by 
surveys in Bay-de-Verde and Trinity Districts that it is con
templated to enter into new and large Railway Contracts 
with the REID NEWFOUNDLAND COMPANY.

We have evidence of this design in the proposed ex
tension of Fortune Bay line, because as it passed the House 
of Assembly it was merely a short line from the Trunk 
Railway to Terrenceville. It is now proposed by Sir Ed
ward Morris, and outlined in his speech at Grand Bank to 
extend it along the Western shores of Placentia District, 
thence following the coast line, and connecting every set
tlement in Burin District, this Railway is to have a con
cret1 deep water pier or dock at Grand Bank for a termin
us, and also there is to be constructed a concrete pier at 
Fortune.

If this policy as outlined by the Rt. Hon. Sir Edward 
Morris is carried out, it means that from Eight to Nine

Million Dollars more will be paid over by the Government 
to the Reid Newfoundland Company within the next four 
or five years. It can only have one ending, and that will 
be the killing of Newfoundland with kindness.

As the fishermen of the Colony produce four fifths of 
its wealth, we feel that we are conscience bound to solemn
ly protest against these enormous expenditures, because 
we believe that it will entail serious consequences to the

In view of the possible danger ahead of our beloved 
Country arising from this unparalled and reckless expen
diture we humbly beg that the following requests be 
granted:—

1. That a General Election be held in November, 
1912.

2. That no new Loan Bill be introduced until the peo
ple decide on the enormous expenditure involved in this 
extended Branch Railway System.

3. That no New Railway Work even under existing 
Contracts t}e undertaken without proper surveys being 
submitted to the Legislature.

4. That a Sum of Money be placed in this Year's esti

mates to cover the cost of a General Election in Novem
ber, 1912.

And as in Duty Bound,
Your Petitioners will ever pray.

Respectfully submitted,
J. M. ANDREWS,
JAMES BUTLER,
GILBERT BUGDEN,
ALBERT C. PYE,
JOHN LODER.

Prop, by Pat Green, sec. by M. LeDrew, that this 
Council, through the President, do its utmost to secure the 
erection of a lighthouse at Main'Tickle, Chanke Islands.

Prop, by John Fitzgerald, sec. by Wm. Moss, and re
solved, that this Council do now adjourn to attend the de
monstration prepared by the Local Council of Greenspond 
in honor of this Convention and the President.

The Convention then attended the demonstration and 
paraded through the town accompanied by hundreds, with 
music, drums and continuous volleys of musketry, with 
cheers for the F.P.U., the President, the delegates, the can
didates and Greenspond Council. When the parade had

A PART OF BARR'D ISLAND.

—JP'8
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returned to the town the President, in a splendid speech of 
forty minutes, thanked the people for the grand demon
stration accorded, and expressed his opinion of its being 
the best ever witnessed in any outport in Newfoundland.

Friends Jennings, of Moreton’s Harbor; Hudson, of 
Lower Island Cove; White, of Catalina; Winsor, of Wes- 
leyville; Miller, of St. Jones; Phillips, of Twillingate; Le- 
Drew, of Change Islands; Hiscock, of Scilly Cove; Brown, 
of Bonavista; Chalk, of Carmanville; and Lidstone, of Bot- 
wood, delivered splendid addresses thanking the Local

duty. The Convention listened in breathless silence, as it 
would be the last opportunity the Southern delegates would 
have to hear the President at that Convention. Others ad
dressed the Council expressing their astonishment of the 
progress of the Union and the wonderful meetings held 
during the four days and nights sessions while at Greens- 
pond, the keynote being that it was the best week’s edu
cation the delegates ever experienced, and it was all won
derful. No other word could express their fe*. lings. The 
session was a memorable one, and every man pi csent will

THE SEAL FISHERY IN THE OLDEN DAYS.

;V^-y

Council and the people of Greenspond for the splendid 
manner in which they had demonstrated their loyalty and 
respect for the F.P.U. and the honor conferred upon them 
and the President.

The President addressed the Council again at consid
erable length, reviewing the work of the Convention and 
extolling the business it had accomplished, and sent a 
message to all Councils through all delegates pledging him
self to be true to the cause, and assuring them that no harm 
would ever come to the F.P.U. through his failure to do his

remember it while life lasts.
The Convention closed in form at 2 a.m. on the 30th 

inst., as the Fogota was due, and the Southern delegates 
were to depart by her.

Prop, by C. Gardner and sec. by E. J. Baker, and re
solved. that the Third Annual Convention of the Supreme 
Council of the F.P.U. of Newfoundland do now close.

W. F. COAKER, Picsident.
WALLACE ABBOTT, Act. Secretary.



Journal of Proceedings
OF THE FOURTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF 

THE FISHERMEN'S PROTECTIVE UNION, HELD AT BONAVISTA, 
DECEMBER I2TH, I3TH, 14th AND 16TH, 1912.

ORANGE Hall, Bonavista, December 12th, 1912. 
HE Fourth Annual Convention of the Supreme Council 
of the F.P.U. of Newfoundland was opened for the 

transaction of business by the President, W. F. Coaker, at

About 150 delegates were present, re
presenting Local Councils from Brigus,
C.B., to Criquet. The large Hall was 
filled with the members of the Supreme 
Council, members of the Bonavista Local 
Council and visiting members from near
by Councils.

The President delivered his Fourth 
Annual Address which was attentively 
listened to and enthusiastically applaud
ed, as some new idea was expressed or 
some triumph of the Union recorded.
The address is as follows :—
To the Members of the Supreme Council 

of the Fishermen’s Protective Union 
of Newfoundland.
My Friends:—I am again privileged 

to meet you at Annual Convention. This 
will be fourth annual address delivered 
by me as President of this Council. Last 
year we met at Greenspond, November 
27th, and our deliberations covered five days and consisted 
of 8 sessions. Some 80 delegates were present and we all 
separated, realizing that it was good to have been present. 
The splendid reception accorded us at Greenspond by the 
Council and citizens, is still fresh in my memory, and 1 
know those of you who were with us at that time must 
have been delighted with what you saw and heard. The 
past year has indeed been one of astonishing progress and 
advancement for the F.P.U. The place of influence and 
importance now possessed by our Union is one that we all 
should feel proud of. During the past year I have estab
lished two more District Councils: one at Bay de Verde, of 
which'our friend A. G. Hudson is Chairman; and the other 
at Port de Grave, of which friend Wm. Smith of Cupids is 
Chairman.

Places Visited.—Since we last met 1 have been pre
sent at Twillingate District Council, which was convened 
last December at Little Bay Islands, and I have visited 
the following Local Councils :—St. Anthony, Conche, Long 
Island, Pilley’s Island, Leading Tickle, Twillingate, Her
ring Neck, Change Islands, Fogo, Joe Batt’s Arm, Tilting, 
Seldom, Carmanville, Wcsleyville, Valleyfield, Newman’s 
Cove, Bonavista, Elliston, Catalina, Port Rexton, Old Per- 
lican, Grate’s Cove, Bay de Verde, Caplin Cove, Burnt 
Point, B.D.V., Northern Bay, Lower Island Cove, Western 
Bay Broad Cove, B.D.V., Perry’s Cove, B.D.V., Fresh
water, Ochre Pit Cove, Port de Grave, Bameed, Clarke's

Beach, Cupids and Brigus.
Branches Established.—During this year I have 

established Local Councils at the following places :—Brig
us, Cupids, Bameed, Port de grave, Perry’s Cove, Job’s 
Cove, Western Bay South (Western Bay has two Councils, 

one North Side, and the other South). 
Friends have established Local Councils 
at the following additional places:—Nor
thern Arm in Exploits Bay, Shoe Cove, 
Triton, N.D.B., Harry’s Harbor, N.D.B., 
Burying Place, N.D.B., Lewisporte, Wild 
Bight, Little Bay, Birchy Bay, N.D.B., 
Springdale, North West Arm, Musgrave- 
town, Canning’s Cove, B.B., Deer Island, 
B.B., Fair Island, B.B., Gooseberry 
Island, B.B., Cape Freels, Englee, Alex
ander Bay, Troy town, Gambo, Bur- 
goyne's Cove, Delby’s Cove, T.B., Nor
man’s Cove, T.B., Shoal Harbor, T.B., 
Trinity East, Criquet, Blanc Sablon, 
Pacquet, Gander Bay, and Pool's Island. 
A total of 37.

Councils of the Union.—The fol
lowing District Councils are now estab
lished:—Fogo, Trinity, Bonavista, Twil
lingate, Bay de Verde, and Port de 

Grave. I hope to visit La Scie immediately at the close of 
this Convention to establish a District Council for St. 
Barbe. The Local Councils now working are as follows :—

Twillingate District—Twillingate, Little Bay Islands, 
Long Island, Moreton’s Harbor, Tizzard’s Harbor, Comfort 
Cove, Farmer’s Arm, Loon Bay, Boyd’s Cove, Herring 
Neck, Pike.s Arm, Northern Arm, New Bay, Exploits, For
tune Harbor, Point Leamington, Botwood, Laurenceton, 
Salt Pond, Scissor’s Cove, Campbellton, Leading Tickle, 
Rattling Brook, Nipper's Harbor, Shoe Cove, Little Bay, 
Triton, Harry’s Harbor, Port Anson, Burying Place, Lew
isporte, Wild Bight, Little Bay, Birchy Bay, Springdale, 
North West Arm. Total, 36.

Fogo District—Fogo, Joe Batt’s Arm, Tilting, Seldom 
Come By, Doting Cove, Musgrave Harbor, Cat Harbor, 
Dog Bay, Carmanville, Change Islands, Victoria Cove, 
Ladle Cove, Gander Bay. Total, 14.

St. Barbe District—St. Anthony, Conche, Fleur de 
Lys, La Scie, Brig Bay, Current Island, Port Saunders, 
Flower’s Cove, Green Island Cove, Rocky Harbor, Par
sons’ Pond, Stanleyville, Criquet, Pacquet, Blanc Sablon, 
Englee. . Total, 16.

Bonavista District—Pinchard’s Island, Newtown, Wes- 
leyville, Brookfield, Valleyfield, Safe Harbor, Greenspond, 
St. Brendan's, Shalloway Cove, Flat Islands, Salvage, 
Squid Tickle, Jamestown, Southern Bay, Indian Arm, Red 
Cliffe, Broad Cove, Keels, King’s Cove, Amherst Cove,

ORANGE HALL, BONAVISTA.
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Newman's Cove, Bonavista, Brooklyn, Musgravetown, Deer 
Island, Combined Salvage Bay, Canning's Cove, Goose
berry Island, Alexander Bay, Fair Island, Troytown, Cape 
Freels, Gambo, Pool’s Island. Total, 34.

Trinity District—Elliston, Catalina, English Harbor, 
Champney’s, Port Rexton, Bonaventure, British Harbor, 
Lady Cove, Broad Cove, Snook's Harbor, Little Heart’s 
Ease, St. Jones Within, Hant s Harbor, Scilly Cove, New 
Perlican, New Melbourne, Hodge's Cove, Heart's Delight, 
Clarenville, Long Beach, Northern Bight, Silbey’s Cove, 
Hickman’s Harbor, New Harbor, Cavendish, Green's Hr., 
Burgoyne’s Cove, New Chelsea, Delby's Cove, Fox Hr., 
Norman’s Cove, Shoal Harbor, Trinity East, Ireland’s Eye. 
Total, 35.

Bay de Verde District—Bay de Verde, Grate's Cove, 
Caplin Cove, Burnt Point, Northern Bay, Lower Island 
Cove, Western Bay South, Ochre Pit Cove, Perry’s Cove, 
Freshwater, United Branch, Old Perlican, Western Bay 
North, Job’s Cove. Total, 14.

Port de Grave District—Clarke's Beach, Barneed, 
Brigus, Port de Grave. Total, 5.

Members.—I estimate our membership to be 15,000, 
made up as follows :—Twillingate, 36 Councils, containing 
3,500. Fogo, 14 Councils, 1,600 members.
St. Barbe, 16 Councils, 800 members. Bay 
de Verde, 14 Councils, 1,600 members.
Bonavista, 34 Councils, 3,500 members.
Trinity, 34 Councils, 3,300 members. Port 
de Grave, 5 Councils, 700 members. Total 
Branches, 153. Total Members, 15,000.
Heart’s Content, Islington, Port Blandford,
Conception Harbor, Bay Roberts, Kelli- 
grews, Sandy Point, Port au Port, Humber- 
mouth, Codroy, Lamaline, Fortune, Harbor 
Breton, Recontre, Burin and Grand Bank 
are waiting for some one to visit them and 
establish Branches. I hope to visit Nipper's 
Harbor and some Councils in that vicinity 
after La Scie Convention closes. During 
the closing days of the year I hope to visit 
Scilly Cove, and be present at the Trinity 
District meeting. If possible Botwood will 
be visited after I return from Nipper’s Hr., 
while King’s Cove and Keels must be visited as soon as 
possible. 1 have arranged to be present at Fogo District 
meeting which will be convened at Carmenville in Febru
ary, and during that time I will hold meetings at Gander 
Bay, Ladle Cove, Musgrave Harbor, Doting Cove, and In
dian Harbor, if weather will permit; returning I hope to 
hold meetings at Campbellton, Comfort Cove and Lewis-

Convbyance.—1 find from experience that if I am to 
make good use of my time while travelling, it will be ne
cessary to obtain a Motor Boat for the use of the Union. 
Next Fall 1 hope to visit all the Union districts, and it will 
be necessary for me to hold two and three meetings each 
day, if this is to be established, a suitable motor boat must 
be provided, whether the Union is to own its own boat or 
hire one, is for you to decide; but if one is purchased, 1 
would suggest that one able to encounter rough weather 
and suitable for long runs, should be selected and if pos
sible fitted with a kerosene engine. 1 lost 10 days of valu
able time the past Fall on the Treaty Shore for want of a 
motor boat. People at a dozen harbors were pressing me 
to pay them a visit, but at that time the outrageous arrange
ments of the Government and Reid cut off the Treaty 
Shore from the Reid service for over two months.

Proposed Changes in the Constitution.—Port de 
Grrave District Council recommends the following altera
tion in Rule 50 :—To amend Sec. 50 by cancelling the para

JOHN LODER.
The first to join the F.P.U. 

in Trinity Bay.

graph commencing "A three-fourth vote" and inserting the 
following words:—"Five black ballots cast against a can
didate for admission will reject."

In view of the coming election, and the desirability 
of debarring undeserving persons and grab-all wire pullers 
from our ranks, in order to protect our Councils as much 
as possible from our enemies, 1 propose that you add an
other section to the Constitution as follows:—Sec. 74— 
New.—"When the Chairman of a Local Council is ap
proached for the Annual Pass for 1913, by those entitled 
thereto (who have paid all dues) he shall first administer 
a test (as provided in Section 63 of the Constitution) and 
the words to be used will be:—Will you vote at the com
ing election for the Candidates selected by the District 
Council of this Union,' and if the answer is ‘Yes,’ the Pass 
shall be communicated, but if the answer is not ‘Yes,’ the 
Pass will be withheld and the member suspended from 
membership. If such suspended member intimates to the 
Council or Chairman his desire to qualify for the Pass, 
within three months after his suspension, he shall be ad
mitted, and the first business of that meeting at which he 
is admitted, will be to administer the Test to such member, 
and if the suspended member qualify the Pass shall be 

communicated to him by the Chairman. If 
a suspended member do not qualify within 
three months after suspension, he shall be 
expelled from the Union."

I also recommend that Section 63 be 
amended by the withdrawal of all the 
words from “The Party" in line 10, to "re
ceive" in line 15, and the addition of the 
words "No member of the Union Party 
shall accept” before the word "any" at the 
beginning of line 16. Also that Section 65 
be rescinded and replaced by the following 
words as Section 65:—"Every Local Coun
cil shall hold an Annual Parade. The day 
for such parade shall be selected by the 
District Council, each District Council shall 
fix a day which all Local Councils under 
the jurisdiction of such District Council 
shall observe as Union Day. The date to 
be selected at the Annual Convention of 

such Dis. Council. Any member absenting himself from the 
parade of his Council upon Union Day, as selected by the 
Dis. Council without reasons acceptable to his Council, 
shall be fined one dollar, and suspended until paid.”

I also recommend that the following words be added 
to Section 5, viz.:—"All Union Members of the House of 
Assembly shall be members of the Supreme Council while 
holding seats in the House of Assembly."

I also recommend that the following section be added 
to the Constitution (Section 75):—"All Union Members 
are expected to purchase tea, butter, oil-clothing and to
bacco through the Union, in order to raise funds for the 
Union, from the discounts available from purchasing these 
articles in bulk. All Councils which do not possess a 
Union Store, who do not make out and prepare once a 
year, an order in bulk for the articles named, will be de
barred from receiving the Annual Pass until a fine of 
$10 00 be remitted to the Supreme Council. Any Council 
not observing this Section will be debarred from repre
sentation at District Council and Supreme Council Con
ventions.”

F.P.U. Cash Stores.—During the year ten Union 
Cash Stores have been established, making a total of 14 as 
follows:—Botwood, Change Islands, King’s Cove, Doting 
Cove, Catalina, Keels, Joe Batt’s Arm, Twillingate, Fogo, 
Cat Harbor, Herring Neck, Port Rexton, Tilting and Wes- 
leyville. Greenspond, Exploits, Pilley’s Island, Nipper's
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Harbor, La Scie and Bonavista are arranging to establish 
stores, and it is probable that in another year from now 25 
stores will be in operation. 1 trust every Council with 
stores will endeavor to take up all the shares they possibly 
can in the Trading Company, in order to provide capital to 
meet the increasing demands for larger stocks and in
creased sales. No Council should be mean enough to ex
pect a store to be operated for their benefit who has not 
complied with the Trading Co's, conditions re the number 
of shares necessary to secure supplies for a store. In 
future all clerks in Union Stores will be eligible for office 
in any Council of the Union, and Councils should see that 
clerks do all possible to assist the running of Councils and 
be present at all meetings of Councils.

The Union Tradinr Co.—Last Fall this Company was 
incorporated under the Laws of Newfoundland. It started 
business on the 1st of May of the present year. The Com
pany was established to import merchandize to sell to the 
Union members and Councils, and to supply Union Stores. 
Without such a Company Union Stores could not exist. 
Without it the Union would be always 
at the mercy of the merchants, who 
deal in supplies here. The Company's 
business has been very successful and 
a report of its affairs will be presented 
at the Shareholders' Meeting, which 
will take place while we are at Bona
vista. 1 recommend all members who 
can, to invest in the Shares of the Com
pany, as it will be necessary to raise 
another $25,000 during the winter, and 
spring, to keep pace with the demands 
of the growing business. You will note 
that the Company was attacked by The 
Plaindealer and Chronicle, which at
tacks we have carried into the Courts 
for adjustments. As President of the 
Union 1 have also issued writs for libel 
because of statements made by some 
of the papers. You will also notice the 
reply of mine which appeared in The 
Advocate to an attack made by The 
Western Star, and the letter from Mr.
Cowan, the Union Auditor, in refer
ence to the same. You may be sure 
that while I am able to refute such at
tacks, in such a prompt, open, and un- 
disputable manner, success must follow 
the Union’s management. The Com
pany sold sixty thousand dollars worth of goods during 
October month, and the November sales largely exceed 
that amount. The store at St. John's is operated by the 
Trading Co. and was opened in May; it has now out-grown 
itself, and more space is necessary. 1 am seriously consid
ering whether it is possible to operate our business from an 
outport like Catalina, and import there in steamer loads. 
The taxes and charges at St. John’s are enormous, and will 
eventually drive the trade to the outports. The Trading 
Company supplies 14 Union Cash Stores and the Councils, 
and will easily pay a 10 per cent, dividend for 1912. If we 
can supply the demands of the trade offering us next year, 
a business of one million dollars is assured. The extent of 
the business to be done depends upon the capital forthcom
ing from now until next May. A considerable number of 
Councils are preparing to establish Union Stores next year. 
1 ask all who can to aid us in this undertaking, which, if 
you back me properly, will undoubtly revolutionize the 
trade affairs of the Colony. The shares in the Company 
are now held by over 600 fishermen.

The Advocate.—You will be delighted to learn that

The Advocate has become the most popular paper in the 
Colony, and that its circulation is now 6,000. The past 
year has been one of wonderful progress for the paper. 
During this year The Advocate has exposed transactions 
that has made the Government totter, and but for the readi
ness of a time serving Governor to uphold wrong doing, 
the Morris Govt, would have had to resign in April last. 
The Advocate has shown that it cares neither for Governor 
Williams or Donald Morison, or P. T. McGrath, or M. P 
Gibbs, and before the present Editor will shirk his duty in 
exposing the actions of such men, he will resign the editor
ship We are extremely thankful to all the Councils who 
contributed to The Advocate’s Libel Fund last spring; it 
was an eye opener for the opponents of the Toilers. I ask
ed for $250.00 and you sent me $816.27. We have a bal
ance of $355.92 on hand, which will go into F.P.U. funds. 
A statement of the expenditure will be attached to the 
Supreme Council account of expenditure for 1912.

Finances. -The statement of the Supreme Council 
affairs for 1910 and 1911 have been forwarded to all Coun

cils in printed form. Those for 1909 
were sent out in 1910 in form of a cir
cular letter. The receipts for 1911 
v ere $4,686.64, and the expenditure 
$3,345.32, leaving a balance in our 
favor of $1,341.33. If you remember 
at. the last Convention 1 estimated the 
balance for 1911 would be $1,400. Last 
year the amount of $1,542 was received 
from discounts, this is a remarkable 
showing for a small beginning, and 
should greatly encourage every man 
who deserves to see material changes 
made in the commercial and political 
affairs of the Colony. The day 1 found 
we had $1,341.00 as a balance was one 
of the proudest days of my life, for I 
realized that the people were at last 
awake and endeavouring to hold up my 
hands in this war against the enemies 
of the Toilers of our Island Home. The 
receipts for 1909 were $93.00; 1910, 
$402.00; 1911, $4,686.00. Such pro
gress must inspire you all to greater 
things. I find the expenditure for 1912 
up to the present to be $3,090.00, re
ceipts $5,900.00, including credit bal
ance from last year. I estimate the dis
counts to go into funds this year will 

amount to about $2,300.00, and the credit balance in favor 
of the F.P.U. "ill be over $5,000.00 at the end of the year, 
not including »ny of 1913 assessments.

I cannot too strongly impress upon you the advisability 
of doing all in your power to assist in making orders for 
oil clothing, tea, tobacco and butter as large as possible. 
If all did their part, we could, even with our present num
bers, raise $10,000.00 a year from discounts on these ar
ticles. I have recommended that a new section be added 
to the Constitution in relation to the discounts, and 1 trust 
you will support it, which will enable me to enforce this 
rule more effectively. I have drawn this year the same 
salary as I did last year, namely, $50.00 per month. I want 
you to note that I forfeit all claim to the other $100.00 per 
month voted me. Some imagine that although I have 
drawn but $50.00 per month, that I intend some day to 
claim the balance voted me. 1 wish to make it clear to 
you now and here, that I forfeit all claim to all 1 have not 
drawn. All the balance in hand is yours. If I had done 
nothing else for you but accumulate the balance now in 
your hands it would entitle me to your respect, and be suf-

A G. H JSON, 
Lower Island Cove.
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flcient to kill the pedlars’ slogan, so generally dinned in 
your ears, that "Coaker is after money and is making a 
fortune." I again repeat what I stated at Greenspond Con
vention, viz: "Not one cent has been accepted by me from 
any person, firm, or company, or any other source what
ever; not one cent has been paid me or received by me as 
salary for managing the Trading Company, or as Manager 
of the Publishing Company, and Editor of The Advocate."

The total amount paid me from all sources for ser
vices since the Union was established, four years ago, up 
to this present time, is but $975.... In return I have estab
lished the Union as it is to-day, given you 14 Union Stores, 
a Trading Company, a Company to publish your own pa
per. You have paid into the Supreme Council funds dur
ing the whole existence of the Union the sum of 
$3,503.00 for assessments. The assessments are the only 
direct contributions you have made to the Union, and you 
have now to your credit the splendid amount of $5,000.00 
which will be very much greater when all the amounts due 
the Supreme Council are paid in, which I trust will be at 
the end of the year. A Committee will immediately be ap
pointed to examine the accounts, and to report to you 
thereon, as was done last year. The accounts have already 
been audited by Mr. John Cowan, the Official Auditor of 
the F.P.U., the Trading Company, and Publishing Com
pany. Mr. Cowan visits our office weekly and aduits the 
books, and has access to the whole 
business transaction of the Union, and 
the Companies. Friend W. W. Half- 
yard, formerly teacher of the Superior 
School at Catalina, is the Cashier, and 
handles every cent of all monies from 
Union and Companies. An up-to-date 
book-keeping system has been installed 
and has given splendid satisfaction.
Anv member or shareholder has the 
right to approach the Auditor at any 
time and receive information about 
financial matters concerning the Union 
and the Companies.

The attack of the Press against us 
last spring was as bitter and clownish 
as rascality could invent, but not one 
word was uttered that hinted that I had 
received money wrongly or spent it 
wrongly. If our enemies want to pub
lish to the world our financial transac
tions, they will be able to do so, if thev desire, when the 
cases now before the Court comes on. I will have no hesi
tation in answering all the questions they chose to put to 
me I wish they were as willing to be as free about some 
of their own affairs.

The Price of Fish.—During the last two seasons I 
have kept in close touch with commercial matters. In 
1911 I asked you to hold for $6.00, and even though fish 
fell to $5.00, the $6.00 was paid to all who held, and later 
much higher prices were secured. This year the Union 
found that the price was to start at $5.00, and during our 
visit North in June and July we invited all to hold unless 
$5.50 was paid, which was paid. We then sold some fish 
at $5.60 North, and local buyers for spite and vexation, ad
vanced prices higher. We then gave $6.00 and thev fol
lowed—then when we had filled our orders, thev reduced 
prices to $5.50. We then sold at Change Islands for $5.80, 
then they gave the same, and we sold at $6, and they also 
followed. We gave $6.20 and $6.70, thev followed. As 
for prices nearer home, we called upon all to hold fish for 
$6 in September; the price at St. John’s then was $5.50— 
some buyers offering $5.00, some sent out circulars stating 
fish was worth only $5.00 talquai at St. John’s. We sold

after a hard struggle at $6.00 outport delivery. It then 
went to $6.00 at St. John’s ,and since that time it has ad
vanced to 80 cents. My advice was followed, and thous
ands benefitted. The buyers did not lose the advance. The 
foreign markets advanced in proportion to the increase at 
St. John’s. Fish would not be higher than $5.00 this fall 
for Labrador shore, and home shore might be $5.20 had 
there been no Advocate or Union. Mind I don’t claim 
that such results will always be obtained, but I do 
claim that it can be done such years as this and 1911, when 
the catch of shore fish was short. Labrador slop was sold 
at $4.30 to $4.40 up to the time of the war breaking out, 
but if there had been 20,000 more of slop fish the price 
would have fallen to $3.50 early in October. The reason 
the price was high was because the slop was scarce at St. 
John’s—the great bulk of floaters fish was made dry in 
compliance with our instructions, and no doubt all arc 
pleased because they followed our advice. The fish ship
ped from the shore fetched $3.50. Some men resolved to 
strike for $4.00. We did not advise them to do so, because 
we had fully considered the matter and ascertained in
formation concerning the prices and conditions and had 
there been a reasonable prospect of securing $4.00 by hold
ing back the fish, I would not have hesitated to advise it. 
I can assure you that the best possible prices obtainable 
were paid. I venture to hope that after 1913 the power of 

the Union will be sufficient to force the 
appointment of a Commission to fix the 
price of fish shipped from the Labrador 
shore. Such a Commission should con
sist of two representatives of the fish
ermen, two of the buyers, and the Min
ister of Fisheries. Until such a body 
exists, there will be more or less dis
satisfaction respecting the price fixed 
for fish shipped from the Labrador 
shore. One of the remarkable things 
of 1912 is the manner in which prices 
for fish held up in spite of the big 
Turkish war, in which Greece was en
gaged formerly a half dozen cases of 
cholera in an European port was suf
ficient to cut prices $1 per qtl. in this 
country, and when Greece was last en
gaged in war, Labrador fish fell to 
$1.80 per qtl. Most buyers expected fish 
would fall when the war began, but to 

their surprise, fish advanced instead of declining. This is 
something that never happened before in the history of 
panics and scares. What prevented a big slump in prices? 
Some merchants were working for all they were worth to 
bring about a slump—they failed, although at that time 
some 50,000 qtls. of Labrador shore was afloat at St. John’s. 
Do fishermen suppose that such high prices were paid be
cause buyers loved them? Most buyers assert that fish 
was too high in price, and some said they could not buy at 
such prices, and is there not big merchants who formerly 
handled 250,000 qtls. a year, now with almost empty stores, 
refusing to buy at prices paid, holding back, hoping prices 
would decline? Some buyers will tell you fish is too high, 
but they buy high because they can’t buy it cheaper, and 
they would buy cheaper, but for that rascal Coaker and his 
Union men.

Cod Oil.—Cod oil has again advanced considerably. 
We said all along it would, but Tory papers proclaimed 
$75.00 was as much as would be paid, and was the settled 
price. They said fish would fall -they said in the spring 
fish would be low-down to $4.00 per qtl,, and Coaker 
would be "down and out," but Coaker is not "down and 
out," is he? The price has been paid, but not one soul in

ësssm wwot

V
D. WHITE.

Nine years Chairman, F.P.U., Catalina.
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the country gave any credit to Morris or his Tory papers 
for the high prices. God is good to those that help them
selves. He will uphold RIGHT in the end, no matter what 
the present may appear to be. Let us do right and success 
will be sure to follow our endeavors sooner or later.

The F.P.U. Memorials.—Last March the President 
forwarded a Memorial to the Governor, respecting the con
duct of the Minister of Justice, Mr. Morison—the charges 
have been printed in The Advocate, and the matter pub
licly discussed. In April another Memorial was sent to the 
Governor respecting Morison's conduct in relation to a let
ter to Strong re the Orange Bay timber areas. You are all 
aware of the fact that the Governor exonerated Morison 
from the charges, while he expressly affirmed that all the 
principles the Union Memorials defended should be re
spected and recognized by all Ministers oT the Crown. We 
proved our charges with docu
ments, that were admitted by 
Morison to be indisputable.
The Governor’s letter inti
mated that he was staggered 
by the revelation made, yet he 
afterwards accepted a plea of 
lapse of memory as genuine, 
and exonerated the plea in-

The country was amazed by 
the barefaced outrage, and 
consequently a portion of the 
Press savagely attacked the 
Governor which compelled 
him to come out and proclaim 
his retirement from the gov
ernorship which was accepted 
as a triumph for the Union. I 
.‘rust this Colony will never 
again witness a similar betray
al of British ideals in political 
affairs, and that another such 
Governor as Sir Ralph Wil
liams will never again be sent 
to govern our country. Moris
on will receive his punishment 
at the hands of Bonavista Dis
trict next fall, and 1 feel sure 
no member of this Union will 
give his support to uphold 
such a betrayal of trust by one 
of the People's Trustees. Un
less you resent such action, it 
will be found that in the future 
there will be no protection 
against such deplorable con
duct. I faced the bitter op
position of the Government in 
order to strike a blow for pure Government, and if you fail 
to back my action, deplorable results must follow.

Last year we petitioned the House for a General Elec
tion this fall, but our request, although strongly supported, 
was treated with scorn by the Government, especially the 
Premier who availed of his position in the House to openly 
and brazenly insult the Union and those who signed the 
petition. If Morris is to be dictator of this Colony, he will 
have to fight this Union, its President, and The Advocate, 
for we intend to give no quarter to a Premier who hurled 
his insults upon our members, and declared they were too 
ignorant to know what they were doing, and that this Coun
cil was gulled by one man. If you desire to see your Union 
and its wishes continually ignored, you had better place 
him again in power, but I believe you have had enough of

his party, and his rule, and with me will hold him respon
sible for his conduct towards the Union, and his action in 
endorsing Morison’s barefaced plea of lapse of memory.

Combines.—One of the greatest benefits conferred 
upon this Colony this year by the Union, was the arrange
ment made to prevent a combine to fix prices for fish 
amongst buyers. Some buyers promised last fall that they 
would not support a combine to fix prices for fish, and 1 am 
pleased to inform you that they were loyal to their promise, 
and consequently no combine existed this season to fix 
prices for fish. The Halifax buyers gave the best prices 
for fish this season, and purchased large quantities from 
the Union. Baine Johnston's and Baird's also purchased 
large quantities, and followed the price paid by Silver and 
Smith. I trust that 1913 will find fish buying open to the 
same competition as experienced the past season, and that 

when we get back to power 
next year, a law will be passed 
that will kill our combines to 
fix prices.

New Halls and Stores.— 
Several Councils are erecting, 
or have erected, halls during 
the past year, which is an in
dication of the interest taken 
in the work, and the solidity 
of the Union's foundation. Dot 
ing Cove, Musgrave Harbor, 
Snook’s Harbor, Bay de Verde, 
Fortune Harbor, Keels, Red 
Cliffe, Jamestown, Lady Cove, 
Clarke’s Beach and Foster’s 
Point are erecting halls, while 
Doting Cove, Cat Harbor, Ex
ploits, Pilley's Island and Fogo 
have erected splendid Union 
store buildings; and Tilting, 
Carmanville, Port Rexton, 
Herring Neck, Botwood and 
Champney's are completing 
arrangements for similar 
buildings.

Sealing Conditions. — At 
Greenspond we adopted pro
posals to improve sealing con
ditions, and you authorized me 
to bring the matter before the 
sealing steamer owners, which 
I did, with the result that an 
agreement was entered into, 
that greatly benefitted the con
ditions which the men were 
compelled to endure, and also 
secured an improvement in the 
food served to the men. Some 

ships did not live up to the agreement, but I trust the own
ers will see that the terms of the agreement are observed 
strictly the coming spring. We will have to see that the 
agreement is passed into law as far as it is possible to do 
so—we must insist upon the selection by the Union of the 
cooks on the sealing ships, and I recommend you to take 
this matter up without delay, and make your wishes known 
to the steamer owners.

The Sealers’ Meeting.—Last March, for the first 
time in the history of the country the sealers held a parade 
at St. John’s, which was the largest, most orderly and in
teresting parade that ever walked the streets of St. John's. 
Over 2000 sealers participated, and a great mass meeting 
was held at the Fishermen’s Institute the same night, which 
was thronged.

f

TILTING WELCOMING PRESIDENT COAKER.
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The coming year, we propose holding another grand 
demonstration at St. John’s, during the visit of the sealers, 
and will parade the whole city. A great mass meeting will 
be held the following night. I trust all who visit St. John's 
in March will rally for the demonstration and meeting, and 
will make the event a memorable one in the history of the 
Colony.

Circulars.—I have sent out several official circulars 
during the year some of which I regret to say were pub
lished by the Tory press, and the private business of the 
organization treated with scorn and contempt, and made a 
loot ball for a party machine. You all should deeply re
sent such an outrage which was aimed at every Son of Toil. 
The private affairs of all other organizations are consider
ed immune from such attacks. Why should this Union be 
attacked and" our private affairs published to the world? 
The Chronicle would not dare to publish private matters 
affecting other societies, because of the consequences, but 
it considers our private affairs should be open to the rici- 
cule and gaze of our enemies. Why should fishermen be 
scoffed and jeered at? Why should your President be held 
up to ridicule, his actions wrongly interpreted and misre-< 
presented? For eight 
weeks during the past 
spring our Union and 
myself were attacked 
most outrageously.
Much bitterness and 
falsehood was prac
tised to injure us. No 
effort was spared to 
blacken our character.
Our efforts to uplift 
the toilers were term
ed wild cat schemes.
Private affairs were 
temptingly served up 
in the hope of driving 
me from my office as 
your President, and you 
were besought to shun 
me as you would the 
Devil. Thousands of 
copies of The Chron
icle were scattered all 
over the Colony, and 
barrels were gathered 
up by fishermen and 
returned to their de
spicable source. You did not fail to show your resentment 
in a material way, and some expressed their condemnation 
publicly. I thank you all for the manner in which you 
stood by me and I am proud to say here to-day, that our 
enemies now recognize that they made their fatal mistake, 
when they started to kill out the Union and blacken your 
Leader’s name. The Plaindealer also did its best to hasten 
the destruction of your Union, but to-day it is a discredited 
paper, and very few toilers are giving it a place at their 
firesides. It did its best to slay the Union and myself but 
its thrusts cut deepest into its own carcass. You must be 
prepared for a final assault sooner or later, and when it 
comes I trust you will show the same united spirit and de
termination that was demonstrated last spring. Be pre
pared for the struggle will surely be encountered. The 
Sons of Toil must be prepared for an onslaught by our en
emies next fall that will astonish all. It will be the Waterloo 
)f your Union. If you win you will be masters, but if you 
lose sad will be your position. Victory will mean Freedom 
such as you never dreamed of. Failure will mean, not only 
making your own bricks, but gathering the straw as well. It

will be for you to make the tremendous choice—you control 
your own destinies. If you refuse to mark your X’s for 
your own Party, you will never again have an opportunity 
to do so. To defeat Union Candidates will mean the de
struction of your Union as it stands to-day. If defeat comes 
it will be at your hands. What general would continue to 
lead an army that had mutineed? If you vote against 
Union Candidates you will vote against your Union, 
against yourelves and against me. We ask for strength to 
secure legislation that the country must have, if your sons 
are to remain in the land of their birth. It is yourselves 
you will injure, and your country you will slay, if you don't 
quit yourselves like men and uphold the Union that has 
come into being to give you LIBERTY.

The Fishery.—The shore catch of 1912 is considerably 
nelow that of 1911, about 200,000 qtls. The price started at 
>5.50 and advanced to exactly the price it reached last year. 
The prices of 1912 were higher from the start than they 
were in 1911. No fisherman need complain when such prices 
rre available. My sincere thanks are due Messrs. Franklin 
& Hickman, agents for R. H. Silver, and Smith & Co., for 
the way they have stood by the Union the past year. You 

all owe them thanks 
and if you knew all 
they have done to as
sist me in disposing of 
your fish you would 
know that very little 
credit is due to older 
firms buying fish for 
the splendid prices 
paid the last two 
years. The quantity of 
Labrador shore great
ly exceeds last year’s 
supply. The prices paid 
have never been ex
ceeded, nor was the 
catch ever larger. I 
think all the Labrador 
floaters are immensely 
pleased with the re
sult of 1912, and so 
they ought to be. The 
supply of Labrador 
slop is far ahead of 
last year. Owing to 
this fact, and the large 
Norwegian catch last 

winter, prices were not as good on the coast as last year. 
The price here was about the same as last year because 
rhe quantity offering here was limited and was shipped in 
casks which fetched higher prices abroad. Cod oil opened 
at $90.00 and fell to $75.00; advanced to $80.00 and then 
to $85.00, $87.00 and $90.00.

Bait Supply.—The supply of bait was a serious draw
back the past fall. Our proposals (which were ignored by 
the Government) to erect Bait Depots, and supply the bait 
free to fishermen, will have to become law when we get 
Morris out of power. These depots will be served by mo
tor boats which will transport bait from places where squid 
is plentiful. No better move could be made by a Govern
ment to benefit the Toilers than to maintain a constant 
supply of bait during August and September, and 200,000 
quintals of fish were lost to the Toilers this season, through 
lack of bait. This Council has given this matter consider
able consideration and we know what we want, and what 
we want we must get. 200,000 quintals of fish at $6.00 
means $ 1,200,000, and a matter of such national import
ance should be attended to without delay, and these who

STEEL SEALING FLEET JAMMED OFF FOGO, MARCH 1914.
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scorned our suggestions regarding Bait Depots deserve our 
severest condemnation, which I trust you will accord them 
as soon as you get an opportunity.

The Union's Political Platform.—At the last Con
vention of this Council, we prepared a Union Political 
Platform, which was published in the Journal of Proceed
ings. As I will not have another opportunity to address 
you before you will be called upon to vote at a General 
Election, I will now review our Platform.

1. Standardizing of fish; a new system of culling fish; 
the inspection of fishery produce; and the establishment of 
a permanent commission to operate the laws to standardize 
fish, the culling of it and the fixing of the price of fish 
shipped direct from the Labrador Coast.

2. The appointment of Trade Agents abroad.
3. Weekly reports of prices of fishery produce in the 

foreign markets.
4. The establishment of night-school system in the out- 

ports during winter months.
5. Schools for every settlement containing 20 school

able children from the age of 7 to 14.
6. Free and compulsory education seven months of 

each year.
7. Reduction of duties upon certain articles used by 

the masses, such as 
ready-made clothes, 
oil-clothes, boots, to
bacco, guernseys, sug-

8. Old age pensions 
for all over 70, start
ing with $50.00 and 
increasing to $100.00 
as the Colony's fin
ances permit.

9. Erection of Bait 
Depots as outlined by 
the F.P.U.

10. No further pen
sions to civil servants, 
over what is paid 
worn-out Toilers.

11. A long distance 
telephone to connect 
every settlement in 
the Colony which can 
be reached.

12. The re-organization of the Fisheries Department.
13. Single outport electoral districts.
14. Elective School and Municipal Boards—the form

er on denominational lines, the latter to expend all road, 
charity and old age pension grants.

15. Amended sealing laws as outlined by the F.P.U. 
Agreement.

16. The sale of timber areas by public auction, and 
the enforcement of the Fishermen’s Timber Limit Laws, 
and the Crown Lands Act re timber grants.

17. The payment of $500 sessional indemnity for 
members of the House of Assembly.

18. Laws to make combines in trade punishable by 
imprisonment only.

19. Law to establish the Referendum and the Recall.
20. Retrenchment in every department of the public 

service, and working hours of officials from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
21. The amendment of the Election Act, to permit the 

counting of votes by each Deputy Returning Officer.
22. Laws to punish any members of the Legislature 

who receive financial profit or gain directly or indirectly 
from the public Treasury, except what is openly voted by 
the Legislature as salary—sessional indemnity—or in pay

ment of services rendered to the Colony.
23. The utilizing of the cash reserve to the Colony's 

credit at the banks to purchase fishery supplies and motor 
engines.

24. The establishment of a Transportation Commis
sion to operate the contracts of Reid, Bowring and Crosbie.

25. The fixing of a minimum wage for labor by a 
Commission, and wages to be paid weekly and in cash.

26. A Royal Commission to investigate public affairs.
27. Bonus for clearing land and encouragement of 

settlers upon the land and of stock raising.
28. The construction of a harbor on the Strait Shore.
29. The closing down of whale factories.
30. Fishing debts over two years old to be uncollect

able by process of the courts of law.
31. The granting of a subsidy to steamers supplying 

coals to rough outport settlements.
Such a programme should fill every toiler with en

thusiasm and encouragement, for the operation of such a 
policy would completely revolutionize the fisheries and be 
truly a period of progress that places the toilers’ interests 
.above all others for the first time in the political history of 
parties in this Colony. Every toiler should be proud of 
such a policy and should never rest satisfied until it is in 

operation. I see no 
reason why every 
plank of our platform 
cannot be carried into 
effect during the next 
four years. Never be
fore did a party come 
before you with such 
a policy, and such a 
policy is possible only 
through the return of 
a sufficient number of 
Union Candidates 
powerful enough to 
carry it to completion. 
No Tory or Liberal 
party could carry out 
such a policy unless 
controlled by Union 
Members of the 
House of Assembly. 
*t will be your duty as 
electors to decide 

whether this policy is to be put into operation. I therefore 
feel confident that you will be equal to the great responsi
bility which rests upon you, when 1 say vou, 1 mean the 
15,000 Union members in the Union Districts which you 
represent here to-day. Ihave no misgivings about the re
sults of the coming fight. 1 will go into it consent of vic
tory. I have no doubt of the outcome in Fogo District, nor 
in any Union District. Thousands not enrolled in our 
Union will support our candidates. Hundreds have told 
me they would. While we may lose a few weak-h arted 
Thomas' from the ranks, their places at the polls will be 
taken by others outside of the ranks, who will outnumber 
them five to one. Have no doubt as to outcome. I have 
ventured to predict future happenings on more than one 
occasion, and I have not mislead you, and I have no hesi
tation in saying that I am fully satisfied that every candi
date we place in the field will be elected. OUR CAUSE 
IS RIGHT—OUR OBJECTS ARE PURE-and intended 
solely to benefit the SONS OF TOIL and to uplift our 
COUNTRY; therefore with full assurance of victory we 
will approach the battle. What a glorious day it will be 
when 14 Union Members enter the House of Assembly. 
Hundreds of years to come our descendants will read of it.

LOGGING AT EXPLOITS RIVER.

____________
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and will commemorate the victory we won. The world will 
look on also, for if we succeed our victory will inspire and 
encourage our fellow toilers in Canada and America to fol
low our example. Although our people are considered to 
be illiterate and backward by outside countries, our efforts 
to secure full freedom and equal rights will place us in the 
forefront and entitle us to the respect and admiration of 
the English speaking races throughout the world. What a 
grand privilege to be a partaker in this struggle to uplift 
our countrymen. If our fathers could revisit the land of 
their birth or adoption, don’t you think they would not give 
us their blessing and pass on with the words "well done my 
sons, well done." How many of them passed away know
ing they had been treated harshly by the merchants and by 
the government. Some of them went into paupers graves 
when they deserved monuments to their memory erected 
by their country. Hundreds of them found watery graves 
in pursuit of a calling that made hundreds of Grab-alls 
rich. We, their descendants, know their achievements on 
land and sea; on ice floe and on the deck of the brigs and 
barques of days gone by. They toiled early and late -they 
grasped from the Atlantic millions of dollars worth of 
wealth—but the most of they lie in forgotten graves.

and if we are to assist our friends at such ports, we will 
have to secure a steamer which will be controlled by us. 
1 therefore ask your hearty support for this project and 
hope all who can will invest some money in the Company. 
1 would suggest that you empower me to purchase some 
shares for the F.P.U. out of the F.P.U. funds in order to 
give the F.P.U. a direct voice in the management of the 
Shipping Company. If shares are taken up promptly and 
in sufficient numbers we will be able to secure a steamer 
for the spring’s trade. The shares of this Company will be 
open to the public, but Unionists will have the first chance 
to purchase shares. It ought not to be a difficult matter 
for such a Company to pay a dividend of 10 per cent. If 
the members of the Union would buy up all the shares of 
the Trading Company, the Trading Company could pur
chase a steamer, and there would be no need of a Shipping 
Company. Why I suggest a Shipping Company is, be
cause the public are debarred from purchasing Trading Co. 
shares, while the shares of the Shipping Co. would be open 
to the public and easily disposed of, as many non-unionists 

, would gladly invest in the Company, knowing it would turn 
out a good investment. Fishermen never before had the 
chance to invest in anything that paid more than 3 per"vbiiii wmi iiiv vi uivj aiv iii iui^viivii gmivi. . viianiv tv ni will ill aiij tiling Him y a iu iiiui

Your duty is to take things in your own hands, assume full recent. Now an opportunity is open to them.
responsibility for mat
ters of public import
ance. Trust only your
selves; be true to the 
unsatisfied spirit that 
prompts you to go for
ward. Your opportun
ity has come; be true 
to it, and to your
selves. Trust me, fol
low my lead, have full 
confidence in me; 
your enemies will 
never bribe me. I will 
be true to my trust, 
and to my God. You 
have raised me to a 
high position amongst 
you-you have honored 
me as you never be
fore honored a man— 
you have shown in a 
thousand ways your ap
preciation of my labors and no matter what is the outcome, 
I will be true to the trust you have reposed in me, and to 
the duty of the high office you have selected me to fill. 
May God give me strength and wisdom to do always what 
is right and to scorn the temptations of those who would 
devour us if they could. May He give you the power of 
faith and the spirit to persevere and endure. If RIGHT 
must prevail, if DUTY faithfully performed ensures suc
cess, then such will be OURS. Never falter, never doubt, 
never waver, for upon your shoulders fate has placed a big 
responsibility, and woe be the man who shirks his duty. I 
know 1 have not spoken to you in vain, 1 believe my words 
will ring in your ears for many months to come, and when 
we meet again, 1 trust we will be able to say together that 
our labors for this Union were not in vain.

A Union Steamer—I propose to establish a Com
pany called the Union Shipping Company, with a capital 
uf $50,000 with 5,000 shares at $10 each. We want to pur
chase a steamer or two for Union work, to convey our 
freight to outports, and to carry coals from Sydney to out- 
ports. We find it impossible to accommodate the freight 
demands of our Stores and Councils, and it is difficult to 
secure tonnage to supply coals to rough water settlements,

LOGGING AT GRAND FALLS.

Whale Factories.
During the last ten 

years there has been 
an almost total ab
sence of squid bait all 
over the colony. From 
end to end of the 
island comes the cry 
of want of bait. Some 
fishermen are of the 
opinion that the cause 
of the shortage of bait 
is caused by the kill
ing of whales, and 
driving them from 
their usual haunts by 
vhaling steamers. We 
have the experience 
o f Norway, which 
country prohibited the 
taking of whales be
cause it was consider
ed the killing of

whales injured the fisheries. I am of the opinion that New
foundland should also prohibit the taking of whales, and if 
you think it desirable you can authorize me to draft a 
petition and forward it to the Councils for signature, and 
have them presented at the coming session of the Legis-

Bonavista.—I selected Bonavista for our Convention : 
First, because I wished to honor the Banner Council ; sec
ondly, because it is one of the two or three towns capable 
of accommodating the Supreme Council Convention ; and 
thirdly, because it is centrally situated and accessable by 
train. 1 trust our visit here will be beneficial to the Local 
Council, to each of us present, and to the whole Union. It 
gives me considerable pleasure to congratulate your Town 
upon the Heroes who recently received rewards and medals 
for the saving of precious life at your harbor, during hur
ricanes which raged here in recent years. 1 do not know 
whether all are Unionists, but 1 do know that some of them 
are, but whether Union or non-union, my sincerest con
gratulations I extend to them all, and 1 pray that they will 
be spared many years, and always live up to the noble and 
creditable reputations they earned.
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Elections.—The elections will I presume be held 
next fall, when the Morris Government will have shown 
its contempt for the constitution of the country by pro
longing their term of office six months longer than the con
stitution permits. Only a dying party, realising that sure 
defeat awaited them would have been so devoid of honor 
ns to remain in office six months longer than the law per
mitted. They have had their “piç-nics” and their boodle, 
and will now have to face the wrath of the electorate, 
which will deal with them as they deserve. You establish
ed a Union Political Party at your last Convention and 
since then 12 candidates have been selected by the respec
tive District Councils and obligated according to the Con
stitution. Port de Grave decided to place a candidate for 
that district, but did not select one, and the matter will be 
further dealt with in January at their District Meeting. 
Whether St. Barbe will select a Union Candidate will be 
decided at the coming Convention at La Scie. Thus the 
Union controls the election of fourteen members of 
the House of Assembly, which ought to be sufficient to en
able us to secure the reforms we have been working for, 
should we co-operate with any of the parties hitherto in 
charge of public af
fairs. Some consider 
that we are securing 
too many seats in the 
House, thereby mak
ing ourselves impreg
nable with the next 
party to form a Gov
ernment, and I intend 
to discuss this matter 
with you very fully 
before this Conven
tion closes, and come 
to a decision with you 
as to what course we 
should pursue. I have 
no intention to permit 
any party to oust this 
Union from the place 
of influence and pow
er it has attained 
through our exertions 
the last four years, 
and if we cannot se
cure recognition o f 
our position, we 
should arrange, not 
only to contest Union Districts, but to fight every district in 
the country. It is my desire that you will give this matter 
your most careful consideration, and clearly define your 
wishes before we adjourn, and whatever your decision will 
be, let there be no looking back. When we consider this 
matter let us meet in privilege and under the strictest con
fidence, and if need be under pledges of secrecy, in order 
to protect ourselves from our foes. We have now arrived 
at a period in our Union’s existence when the most import
ant issues agitating the public mind will have to be taken 
up and adjusted here, and in the future this Council's de
cisions will be as far-reaching as those of the Legislature 
of our country.

General.—We should rejoice to find so much accom
plished by the Union in such a short time. 1 know we will 
continue to progress, but there are some who have not been 
doing their best to help on the work. There are others who 
retard the work and give us no end of trouble. There will 
always be chaff with the wheat—you should set to work to 
clen. out the chaff. Some men always aim to get some
thing for themselves at the expense of some one else. Such

men never accomplished anything but a harvest of misery 
for themselves. Their principles are selfish and cold blood
ed, with no thought of eternity or of the consequences 
which the misuse of their talents entail. Such men pos
sess vices from the indulgence of which follow loss of self 
respect, which makes them indifferent to liberty or free
dom, careless of their rights and willing victims of the 
highest bidder of their vices. May God save us from such 
traitors. May He enable us to discern them and eradicate 
them from our ranks. Remember that our Country pos
sesses the first claim upon us—Patriotism is your first 
duty; if you hesitate to punish graft and boodlism your 
country is doomed. 1 have tried to live up to this stand
ard, and I hope I shall always have the fearless integrity 
to utter sentiments and opinions that are sanctioned by the 
heart and approved of by the brain. Let your determina
tion be to sink or swim, survie or perish with the Union— 
which is now able to control the country's destinies if you 
remain united. A great poet stated that "Divinity shaped 
our ends rough-hew them as we would.” If he was right, 
Dvinity is shaping ours and we are doing a work that we 
were intended to perform. Let that thought always en

courage you. Be pre
pared to meet ob
stacles, but if you are 
determined not to re
cognize defeat, t h e 
victory will be yours. 
We have seen that our 
friends rejoice to hon
or their Union and 
their Leader —this is 
proper, for nothing 
was ever accomplish
ed where enthusiasm 
was lacking. Remem
ber that the qualities 
which govern success 
are of no mean order, 
to succeed, one must 
be prepared to do, to 
dare, and to endure - 
this requires that our 
limbs should be like 
steel and hearts all 
flame. What do you 
and I think of a Toiler 
at a Union harbor that 
looks on and enjoys 

the fruits of our exertions and is too cowardly to join such 
an organization because it costs 60 cents a year for main
tenance. You ought to have no feeling but one of the 
strongest contempt for such a man, for if the world de
pended upon such, there would be no progress and civili
zation would soon decay. Some men in our ranks want 
Union Stores operated, and they grumble if they cannot 
purchase all their requirements at the store. They re
cognize its benefits and are displeased when they can't 
save something on all they buy and have to leave a store 
to go elsewhere to pay higher because such as they want is 
not to be had at our store, but they forget that they are do
ing nothing to furnish capital to provide stock and that 
others money is invested which enables him to enjoy the 
benefits he availed of. Some of these very men may have 
$1000 in gold buried in the earth or in his trunk, which 
does no one any good, and often injures his own health by 
the worry caused by having this money exposed to risks. 
If all in our ranks who have money would make good use 
of it they would be benefiting themselves and perhaps do 
some good for some poor fellow less fortunate than his

TV W
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more fortunate neighbors. It gives me great pleasure to 
find so many Councils represented here to-day. Some have 
come from distant settlements and your presence indicate 
the interest you and your Council take in this great or
ganization. May our deliberations be conducive of great 
good to our Country, our Union and ourselves, and may 
this Fourth Annual Convention prove as successful as its 
predecessor.

W. F. COAKER, President. 
Friend John Abbott read an Address of Welcome from 

Bonavista Local Council to the President and Delegates, 
which read as follows :

Dear Mr. President and Delegates representing the 
many Local Councils of the Fishermen’s Protective 
Union of Newfoundland, and Visiting Friends:—
We. the members of Bonavista Local Council, hail 

with delight your presence in our midst and extend to you 
a sincere right royal welcome to our town. We assure you 
of our deep interest in each and every delegate who has 
assembled here, and that we will do all in our power to 
make your stay a really profitable and pleasant one.

Esteemed President, words fail to express the respect, 
and admiration our Council has for you. "Actions speak 
louder than words." And the reception which has been so 
voluntarily given cannot fail to convince even the doubting 
Thomas that you, Sir, holds a place in the warmest recesses 
of the hearts of the Toilers second to none other man in 
Newfoundland. Never 
before in the history 
of this town on any 
occasion were five 
large arches erected.
That alone, Sir, is 
proof positive that 
your grand work is 
highly appreciated.

We are delighted to 
know that this Colony 
has produced a man 
v ho is willing to sac
rifice time, and talent 
for the uplifting of its 
poor down trodden 
Toilers. We feel sure 
that you are devoting 
your time and strength 
in exposing the com
mercial and political 
wrongs of the Colony, 
and to bring about a glorious reformation for the Country 
and Toilers. To name the benefits which we have already 
received since the organization of our Council in the spring 
of 1910 would make this address too lengthy. Why! this 
past summer we have received hundreds of dollars by the 
advance of the price of fish, which undoubtedly was ad
vanced by you, and none other, which is really enough to 
convince any right-thinking man, that is not sleepy to be 
convinced, that the sole aim and object of W. F. Coaker is 
to uplift the Toilers of Newfoundland.

It gives us sincere pleasure to know that the F.P.U. is 
advancing so rapidly. It's astonishing to think what has 
been accomplished in three short years in spite of such 
tremendous odds. We feel sure that the Toilers’ day is 
coming and servitude will be wiped out after next fall. Too 
long have we been bluffed, tyranized, and fooled, and made 
the play-things of commercial and political misfortune; but 
thank Heaven a real benefactor has appeared on the scene 
and started an organization known as the Fishermen’s Pro
tective Union which is come with us to stay.

We pledge ourselves to stand by you through thick

and thin, through good and evil report, and do all we pos
sibly can to make your plans a success. We are pleased 
to be able to report that our Council notwithstanding the 
difficulties it had to encounter, is the "Banner Council" of 
the Fishermen's Protective Union of Newfoundland. This 
honor we are proud of and will strive always to possess.

Again we welcome you and trust that your short stay 
with us will be pleasant, and profitable, and that all the 
delegates may return to their respective Councils inspired 
by the good results obtained from their visit.

Signed on behalf of Bonavista Local Council :
JAMES. BROWN, Chairman.
JOSEPH STAGG, Secretary.

The Committee to Draft a Reply to the President's 
Address submitted the following report :

Bonavista, Dec. 13, 1912.
Mr. President:—The Committee appointed to draft a 

leport in reply to the address delivered by you at the open
ing of this Fourth Annual Convention of the Supreme 
Council of the F.P.U. beg to submit the following as their

Section 1.—We note with pleasure that you have, dur
ing the past year, established a District Council at Port de 
Grave and Bay de Verde, and that you have been able to 
visit a large number of Councils. It gives us pleasure to 
learn that 87 new Local Councils have been established 
during the year, this is the surest indication of the progress 

the Union is making, 
and we feel sure that 
if you could undertake 
to organize the West
ern portion of the 
Island, the Union 
would flourish West, 
equally as rapid as it 
has North. When we 
realize that this Union 
is now composed of 
15,COO members, and 
153 branches, we be
gin to feel that we are 
a great organization, 
and that our growth 
has indeed been mar
vellous.

Sec. 2.—We agree 
with your suggestion 
regarding the posses
sion by the Union of a 

suitable motor boat for the President’s use, and we recom
mend, that every Council be asked to take up a collection 
to be devoted to the purchase of a suitable motor boat, that 
the amount collected be forwarded to the Head Office, and 
placed at the disposal of the President for such a purchase, 
and in case the collection is insufficient for the purpose 
that you meet any such deficiency from F.P.U. funds. We 
further recommend that you make the selection at your 
convenience. We trust every Council will do its best to 
make the collection as large as possible, as it would be un
wise to reduce our funds to any considerable extent under 
present circumstances.

Section 3.—We are pleased to find you recommending 
such amendments to the Constitution, and believe that 
there are good reasons for such changes. We recommend 
careful consideration the test section you have proposed, 
but as you have submitted those amendments and additions 
to a Special Committee, we leave the matter to their con
sideration.

Section 4.—We are very pleased to find so many 
Union Stores in operation. The increase of 10 for the past

THE CATALINA BRANCH STORE OF THE F.P.U.
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year is another proof of the great progress being made. 
We believe Union Stores to be a great benefit to the com
munities which they serve, and trust every qualified settle
ment will possess a Union Store within the next five years. 
We note that several settlements are now arranging to 
establish stores, and we feel sure many more will be in 
operation by the time we again meet in Convention. We 
endorse your suggestions to peimit clerks to hold office in 
Local Councils, which we believe will be highly beneficial 
to the Union, as those men being capable, and servants of 
the Union, will be able to give the closest attentions to 
Council matters, which could not be expected from officers 
who had often to make great sacrifices to perform their 
Union duties.

Section 5.—It is gratifying to find the Trading Com
pany has made such progress during the year. When it is 
considered that the Company started business but seven 
months ago, and has raised over $31,000 worth of capital, 
and transacted over a quarter of a million dollars worth of 
trade during that short period, it inspires us to greater 
things, and we recommend all who can to aid this great un
dertaking by buying shares. We trust the Company will 
hot find it difficult to raise another $25,000.00 capital dur
ing the coming winter.
The thanks of the 
Council we render to 
you Mr. President, for 
your untiring efforts 
to promote the Com
pany’s interests, and 
for your proposal to 
establish this great 
arm of the Union, 
v hich has made the 
Union independent of 
every local interest 
and removing any 
risks v hich formerly 
existed as the cutting 
off cf supplies from 
the Stores and Coun
cils. We fully ap
preciate th e great 
benefits we have de
rived already from the 
Company, through the 
purchase this past sea
son of salt, coal, flour, etc., which was placed at our dis
posal considerably cheaper than it was possible to secure 
them through any other channel. We rejoice to learn that 
8000 hhgs. of salt, six loads of coal, and 8000 barrels of 
flour has been handled through the Trading Company, and 
believe that the trade of 1913 will prove even a greater 
surprise to the country. You say $1,000,000 worth of trade 
is possible next year. This is an indication of what is pos
sible through combination, and is also a reminder that what 
you claimed was possible of accomplishment when you or
ganized the Union, is rapidly being realized. We would be 
delighted if the Trading Company could find it possible to 
remove its distributing stores to an outport. That question 
is one for you and the Company to consider, and we feel 
satisfied that all that can be done to accomplish it will be 
done by you.

Section 6.—The Advocate has passed through 
troubled waters since we last met, and we rejoice to find it 
has come out unscathed. We are more endeared than ever 
to our paper, and appreciate the wonderful help it has ren
dered our Union and the cause of right and pure govern
ment for the Colony. The Morison exposure has establish
ed your record as a successful journalist, and we endorse

all that you have written about the Memorial to the Gov
ernor, and action of all concerned therewith. We tender 
you our warmest thanks for placing the Memorial in the 
hands of the Governor on our behalf, and we deeply resent 
the insinuations made by the Governor in his letter to Mr. 
Hartcourt, respecting his reference to your authority for 
acting in our behalf. We wish the Governor and Govern
ment to understand that you are empowered to bring cor
ruption, graft, boodle or any high handed proceedings on 
the part of any Government official or member of the Gov
ernment, to the notice of the proper authorities whenever 
such comes to your notice. We stand for clean govern
ment and we strongly condemn the action of Governor 
Williams in bluffing you by pretending you had taken the 
decision of the F.P.U.-Morison Memorial charges out of 
his hands and referred them to the Home Secretary and his 
action in accepting pleas as genuine, that the most illiterate 
Toiler knew was riff-raff, and intended solely to white
wash the man who should have been instantly dismissed 
by him. Had Sir Ralph Williams not publicly announced 
that he was leaving Newfoundland at an early date, we 
would have been ready to invite all Unionists to sign a 
petition to the Home Government asking for his immedi

ate recall. If any per
son imagined that your 
action would not be 
endorsed by us, they 
will, we trust, now 
realize that error. As 
for the attack of The 
Chronicle, we are of 
opinion that you ad
ministered a thrashing 
to the person who 
edits that paper, that 
will not be forgotten 
by him while he lives. 
We were delighted, 
Mr. President, to find 
that you could tackle 
and vanquish the man 

ho considers himself 
;he "Cock of the walk' 
of local journalism. 
Not only us, but the 
whole Colony has 
more confidence i n 

you than we had, for you have passed through an ordeal 
that has demonstrated that you possess abilities of no mean 
order. Mr. McGrath will never injure you in our esti
mation, for no man with a record such as you showed he 
possessed, will again influence the public. If you wish, 
Mr. President, to forward petitions for signatures, asking 
for the dismissal of the Hon. P. T. McGrath from the Leg
islative Council of this Colony, we will support it, and 
show the Colony whether we will permit any paper or 
journalist to attack the President of this Council with im
punity. If Sir E. P. Morris wants to arouse the bitter feel
ings of our Union against him, all he need do is to permit 
his paper to attack you as it did last spring. Never will we 
forget the insults hurled at you, because you had organized 
us into a formidable Union, which our enemies thought 
they could scatter at their ease. We congratulate you up
on the way you handled The Plaindealer man, and we wish 
to place on record our contempt for that paper, and our de
termination to heed its utterance no longer—we want no
thing more to do with a mortgaged paper written by a 
masked editor. You revealed the inner doings of that pa
per, and we were glad you did. Its circulation will not be 
as large the coming year as it formerly was, but it must not

UNION PARADE AT GREENSPOND.
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blame the people for repudiating it. It tried to kill out the 
Union and unrelentingly attacked the Trading Company, 
and every Union member will remember these facts. The 
information given the public through the column of The 
Advocate the past fall has been highly appreciated and 
most beneficial to the Fishermen. We could not do with
out that paper, and we wish it every success, and pray that 
you will long be spared to edit it. Let every Council do its 
duty towards it. It is the greatest paper in the Colony to
day, and is so, solely upon its merits. It has filled a long 
felt want, and every Toiler is delighted with it. Long may 
it flourish. As for the apology you published, you did the 
right thing, and we now know who was right and who was 
wrong. You acted as a man should, and all now admit it. 
Under similiar circumstances we would again back you up 
if you appealed to us. Your battles are ours, your strength 
is in us, when you fail, we fail—when you want help, it 
shall be forthcoming. Let all who read take warning from 
our words.

Section 7.—We are pleased to find the finances 
of the Union so strong. It is a great surprise to the 
Council to learn that you have gathered together a 
sum of $5,000.00 for 
our funds. The best 
wishes of every mem
ber should be yours,
Mr. President, for the 
man who won't recog
nise the work and 
rood you are doing 
for us, must indeed be 
a very dull man—you 
have found $5,000.00 
to put into our funds, 
and in addition paid 
the expenses of the 
' hole organization for 
four years, and that 
the most trying four 
years that it will ever 
see —we find that the 
balance in our favor 
at the end of last year 
was $1,341.33 which 
has grown now to $5,- 
000.00. We notice that 
you have secured about $2,300.00 from discounts during 
the eleven months of 1912, and that $1,500.00 was received 
from discounts last year. When you explained your plans 
for raising funds many thought it fairy talk and said the 
Union would never be worth $10.00 in funds, now all can 
see whether your statements can be relied upon, and what 
chances there are of your plans materializing. The most 
skeptical must now admit that what you stated v-hen you 
started, the Union is rapidly materializing, and perhaps the 
most astonishing feature of all is, the raising of $5,000.00 
funds without taking one cent of it from our pockets. You 
have received $50.00 per month salary during the past 
year. This Council especially requested you not to accept 
less than $75.00 per month, at the last session, and voted 
you $150.00 per month, you have refused all but $50.00, 
thus your sacrifice for our interests has enabled us to have 
over $3,000.00 more funds, than we would possess if you 
were paid what we voted you. You have now intimated 
that you forfeit all claim to what you have not drawn and 
as a token of our appreciation, we recommend that you be 
presented with a Gold Watch and Chain, properly in
scribed, as a gift from the F.P.U., as a token of its appreci
ation of the sacrifices you have made for the Union fin

ancially, and a token of our esteem. What you have done 
for us we will never be able to repay, but we would be un
grateful if we did not recognize in some small way the 
great and wonderful work vou have achieved for us and 
the Colony in forming this Union and establishing it as it 
is to-day. We therefore, Mr. President, request that you 
will be pleased to accept the Watch and Chain as a slight 
token of our appreciation, and we recommend that you 
secure a watch worthy of this Union, and of what it is in
tended to commemorate. We further recommend that your 
salary for the coming year be $1,800.00, payable monthly. 
We are pleased to note that Mr. John Cowan is the Official 
Auditor of the Union and Companies, and we record our 
approval of your action in placing our affairs in the hands 
of an Auditor and Cashier, which is another instance of 
vour desire to give no enemy a chance to arouse suspicion 
of our financial transactions. $570.00 is not a large com
pensation for four years constant toil at such work as you 
have been engaged in. Surely now no person will be found 
who will be liar enough to say you are seeking your 
own gain, and becoming rich through the Union. 
When you v ant riches. Mr. President, this Union will 

find them for you. We 
know your object is to 
help t h e labouring 
classes and you are 
doing it better than 
any man ever expect
ed, and while you 
show that you are not 
seeking personal pro
fit you will alwavs 
-ommn'id the confi
dence and respect of 
•he bone and sine'" of 
Ne foundland. Our 
opinion is that you arc 
doing right in all you 
do, and the personal 
sacrifice you have 
made for the Union 
will do more to create 
confidence in you than 
hundreds of columns 
of written matter in 
your praise. Actions 

are stronger and more convincing than words.
Section 8.—The price of fish the last two falls has ex

ceeded every expectation, and we gratefully recognize that 
we have to thank you Mr. President, for the splendid prices 
paid, especially are you to be congratulated upon the man
ner in which you have succeeded in holding up prices since 
the war opened. We recognize that for the first time in 
the history of fish buying, prices advanced instead of de
clining during the active operations of one of the greatest 
wars the world has seen—at other times the report of the 
existence of a half dozen cases of cholera in Europe would 
be sufficient to cause a decline of one dollar in price, as 
was demonstrated in August 1911. We want no one to 
tell us what caused the advance in price the last two falls, 
or what agency prevented a decline of price which was an 
achievement equally as great as that of advancing prices. 
The Advocate called upon us in August 1911 to hold for 
$0.00, and we received $6.00, although we were told re
peatedly that no such figure would be paid. Those who 
held in 1911 were delighted to find they gained so consider
ably by heeding your advice. This fall you called upon all 
to hold for $6.00, and we were repeatedly assured that no 
such price would be paid. You did secure the figure, and

'Vi Bl WBATHBD TO THE FISHER
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THE FIRST OF ITS MEMBERS.
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when you secured it, every buyer was over eager to ad
vance an extra 10 cents until the price advanced from 
$5.50 to $6.50 in St. John's. We read Circulars from two 
large firms in St. John’s stating fish would be lower and 
that $5.00 was the highest figure procurable. You were 
North then, and had you remained North 5.00 would have 
oeen the price. If any Toiler thinks fish would have been

always stand by you and the Union, and thus continue to 
merit our appreciation. We know that if prices had been 
left to the decision of the old fish buyers, that the figures 
mentioned would be what they would pay. A glorious 
change has taken place, and we all know it, and we wonder 
at the change and the cause of it, and are tormented when 
we consider how foolish we were not to have started a

mall.
higher than $5.00 this Fall, had there been no Union, he 
belies his conscience, and is too cowardly or too big a 
heeler to give credit to whom chérit is due. We appreciate 
the action of the firms of Silver and Smith, and their 
Agents, Messrs. Franklin and Hickman, in assisting you to 
dispose of Union fish the past Fall, and we trust they will

Fishermen’s Union 20 years or more ago. You have our 
warmest thanks, Mr. President, and we trust you will not 
mind the jealous slanders of those who attempt to claim 
that the Union is no good to them. If it is not, nothing 
ever was. It costs nothing, and if it did no good, it cannot 
do any harm, but it has proven that it is good and our
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pockets have benefited, and what we have seen we can be
lieve. The Advocate’s advice is proof to the most bitter
est grabber, but they are not manly enough to admit it.

Section 9.—We, with you, agree that the Government 
acted outrageously when it treated the people’s request for

Council and sent to Local Councils, and was not the wish 
of one man. We resent the language used by the Prime 
Minister in the House when speaking of our petition, and 
we wish him to note that it was the first from our Council, 
but won't be the last. In future we will avail of our privi-

an election this Fall, with contempt. It is a proof of their 
standing in the country for if they thought they could have 
won, they would very gladly have gone to the polls. Their 
action will make them more unpopular, and we won't for
get it next Fall, when they ask for our votes. The petition 
vhich the Premier so strongly abused was passed by this

leges more readily than in the past, and our wishes will in 
future become known to the Colony and Government in 
the same way as we adopted last winter to make our wishes 
known regarding the proper time for the elections. We 
have no doubt as to the outcome of the fight next Fall in 
all Union districts, we implore our brother Toilers to the
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South and West to follow our example and to support the 
party that appeals for votes which oppose the wrong do
ings of recent years. We are glad Governor Williams is 
leaving the Colony at an early date, for had he not decided 
to do so, we would have used all the power we possessed to 
have him recalled by the Home Government. We do not 
forget his action of two years ago, when he refused to de
prive Crosbie of his seat in the Executive Council which 
he should have done, and which would have been only 
right and proper if done, and we trust that if a new Gov
ernment takes charge next Fall they will cancel the Cros
bie mail contract on the ground that two of the members 
of the Executive which granted the contract were directors 
of that Company, and in our opinion that cause is sufficient 
grounds for cancelling the contract. We ask you, Mr. 
President, to do all in your power to see that such action 
as we here suggest is taken.

Section 10.—We are pleased to learn that no combine 
existed the past season to fix the price on fish, but we hear 
combines existed to fix the prices on cod oil, herring and 
kerosene oil, which we feel sure will be an impossible oc
currence after the 1913 fight, as our political platform con
tains a plank that ought to 
prevent similiar breaches 
of the law in future.

Section 11.—It is gratify
ing to learn that so many 
Councils are building Halls 
and Stores, and we tender 
each and all our hearty con
gratulations, and trust more 
will be added during 1913.

Section 12.—Many in 
our Convention had the 
pleasure of assembling at 
St. John’s last March, and 
took part in the great Seal
ers’ Mass Meeting. They 
were delighted with the 
turn out that night. They 
have not forgotten it, nor 
the splendid speech you de
livered at that meeting.
We saw an account of these 
great events in the News 
and Chronicle the next day 
which we personally know 
was false, and we don’t 
tend ever again to notice 
any statement made by those papers about political affairs 
—fo rif they had lied then, they can lie now. We could 
never have believed that Tory papers and editors could de
scend to such tricks to fool the outports, for their false 
reports were intended to fool the people outside of 
St. John’s, as all St. John’s saw and heard for themselves. 
We thank the citizens of St. John’s for the splendid recep
tion they accorded us as we marched through their city. 
We will not soon forget their kindness, nor shall we soon 
forget the kindness of Mr. R. Callahan who received us so 
nobly at his store, recognizing us and our cause in no two- 
faced manner. We are glad to learn that it is your inten
tion, esteemed President, to hold another Monster Parade 
and Mass Meeting next March. We will look forward with 
pleasure to the time and trust every Toiler will then do 
his part to make the parade and meeting a success. We 
thank you for securing such a splendid arrangement for us 
with the steamer owners, and for the attention you gave to 
the request of this Council made last Convention regard
ing the matter. We found conditions last Spring greatly 
changed, and while all the ships did not live up to the

agreement, the firms of Jobs’ and Bowrings’ are deserving 
of our thanks for what they did do to carry out the arrange
ments. We found the cooks did not do all their duty— 
many were the complaints about them. We request, Sir, 
that you approach the owners as speedily as possible, in 
view of securing from them the nght for this Union to 
select the chief cooks for all the ships. If this request is 
granted, many troubles of last Spring will be removed, for 
the cooks will recognize that if they do not do their work 
properly, they will not again secure their jobs and we 
therefore feel sure that if the owners grant our request, 
the cooking troubles of last year will disappear.

Section 12}/$.—We are compelled to record our dis
approval of the action of Captain Abraham Kean in oppos
ing the wishes of our Union regarding the Sealing Agree
ment as he did at the meeting of the Tory Party held last 
.'larch in the British Hall the night before sailing. Capt. 
Kean ought to have considered that what you did, was done 
at our behest and according to the resolution of this Coun
cil. Some alterations we did not suggest, they came from 
the owners, and as such, they had a right to make such al
terations unless opposed by this Council on behalf of the

THE S.S. NASCOPIE.

men. We thank the owners for having met and discussed 
our proposals with you as our representative, in such a 
friendly manner and we are of the opinion that while the 
owners are ready to act so manly and meet us, that no 
friction regarding the sealing fishery will occur. Some
how the price paid for old seals was not the price fixed by 
the agreement, as we all considered we were to receive 
S4.50 for all seals, as no different qualities were named in 
the agreement. We wish you, Sir, to meet the owners be
fore we start on the sealing voyage the coming Spring, 
and arrange with them the price for seals as you did last 
Spring. We don’t want the interference of Capt. Kean or 
any member of the Government in our affairs unless 
specially requested, and in our opinion Captain Kean add
ed very little to his reputation last Spring by ridiculing the 
sealing agreement.

Section 13.—We thank you for sending the Councils 
Circular Letters, thus keeping us in touch with matters at 
St. John’s. We deeply resent the action of the Chronicle 
in publishing the contents of some of them last Spring. 
We blame the Government for the rascality of their paper
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in publishing to the world the private business of the 
Union. We call upon every Union member to resent it 
next Fall at the polls, and we ask every Toiler North and 
South not enrolled in our Union, to remember the insults 
heaped upon us by the action named, for the intention was 
to injure our Union and kill out our President and the 
Trading Company. Such rascality has seldom been ex
ceeded in our Island Home, and we trust we will never 
again have occasion to refer to such deeds. We also re
cord our strong disapproval of the action of the “News" in 
publishing what it alleged was our Annual Pass Word. 
We thank you for publicly rebuking the Editor of the 
News for the very serious offence. We regret having to 
censure Mr. Robinson, as he had formerly shown that 
while he did not approve of all the Union was doing, he at 
any rate acted as a gentleman towards us, and we regret 
that he attempted to injure us in such a contemptible way. 
No action is calculated to arouse deeper resentment than 
the exposure of the private Pass Word of this or any or
ganization. Your masterly handling of Editor McGrath de
lighted us all, and we are proud to own a President and 
Editor of our paper, that is more than a match for one

hitherto supposed to have no equal as a journalist in the 
Colony. The result of the battle of the papers of last 
Spring has created a confidence in your ability to look after 
us and yourself, that will in the future be of great assist
ance and assurance to us. We have no fears for the future 
as regards the harm the organs of our enemies can do us

Section 14.—We endorse your remarks in reference 
to the scarcity of bait and again approve of our proposals 
to have Bait Depots erected and served by motor boats, 
which will be of the very best service to us as fishermen. 
We have considered this matter for the fourth time and 
trust that when we meet again we will be in a position to 
know that our proposals will not have to wait much longer 
for fulfilment. We gladly affirm our determination to 
stand by the Bait Depot proposals of this Council and feel 
sure their fulfilment will be of great benefit to the fisher
men and country.

Section 15.—We again endorse every plank in our 
political platform mention in your address. The success 
of our candidates rests with ourselves and if we send 14 
members to the House of Assembly, it will be their duty to 
do all in their power to carry out the policy laid down in

your speech. It will be to them the principles of the 
Union, and during their term of office they must leave no 
stone unturned to secure the enactment of laws embodying 
those planks. We note with great pleasure that twelve 
candidates have been selected and that two more dis
tricts are ready to select men. Each district has full 
control over their poltical interests, and we trust 
every district selecting Union Candidates will support 
them to the utmost of their power and ensure thereby 
the existence of this Union as a whole. All must 
recognize that much depends upon next Fall's decision at 
the polls, for if successful, the Union will be the greatest 
power in the Colony, while defeat may mean its destruc
tion. The matter is in our own hands—let us be true and 
surely all will be—for the X mark is ours and it costs us 
nothing, and if we are not ready to make a cross upon a 
piece of paper for our Union and the uplifting of our 
Country, we are unworthy of being free men. The de
cision to use the Cash Reserve Fund to the Colony's credit 
at the Bank, for the purchasing of Fishery Supplies for 
distribution to fishermen is a grand move to uplift us, and 
every Toiler should be untiring in his efforts to make such 

a grand benefit possible by 
returning our Candidates 
and the Party that the 
Union may co-operate with 
to make our policy possible. 
The proposal to establish a 
Commission to operate the 
contract of Reid, Bowring 
and Crosbie is another step 
in the right direction and 
calculated to confer great 
benefits upon the whole 
Colony. We also heartily 
endorse your proposal to 
prevent the collection by 
law of fishery debts after 
two years. If the sealers' 
crop is considered a fit sub
ject for legislation we see 
no reason why fishery sup
plies should not receive 
similar treatment. We know 
of numerous attachments 
made this year for old 
debts, some of them hang

ing for twenty years. Poor men are served with 
writs just as soon as their oppressors find they have 
a dozen dollars worth of fish ashore, and often those 
poor men give up to greed what they badly require to keep 
body and soul together. The present laws are no protec
tion to us, and we believe it's only right to cancel fishery 
debts that are outstanding after two years. When a man 
does bad one year, he will want to do wonderfully well the 
next to be able to pay up back debts. Protection is neces
sary to guard the poor inoffensive man who is being grind
ed by the monsters of greed and it is the duty of this Union 
to assist the poor Underdogs to the utmost of its power. 
Again we affirm our resolve to do all in our power to se
cure the enactment of laws embodying the planks contain
ed in the platform which this Council has approved.

Section 16.—We endorse your proposal to establish a 
Company to operate and own steamers to do the work of 
this Union in carrying freight to Councils, and Union 
Stores, and conveying coal from Sydney to outports of the 
Union, especially is it necessary to procure coal for the 
rough settlements of the Union. In Bay-de-Verde District 
almost every settlement is without good harbours and it is 
hard to secure vessels to charter to bring coal to such

v v*
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places when so many good harbours are offering freight. 
A steamer carrying about 400 tons would supply Concep
tion Bay Councils in three or four trips, when the weather 
is settled, and in the Fall the good harbours could be 
served. No move made by you is of more benefit to 
many places for the fuel question is now a very prom
inent one with many settlements; we hereby recommend 
the Council to empower you to purchase for the Fisher
men’s Protective Union what shares in the Shipping Com
pany you think necessary and as far as the funds will per
mit, and you have our warmest support in the formation of 
the Company and we invite all who can to invest in shares 
at once and enable you to have a steamer for next Spring s 
business.

Section 17. —We have long felt the need of legislation 
to close whale factories. Whether right or wrong we are 
uf the opinion that the killing of whales has affected the 
bait supply and as Norway legislated against the killing of 
whales and has increased her catch of fish to a wonderful 
degree during the last two years, we are ready to support 
legislation in the same direction. As we recognize that it 
is only waste of time and energies to petition the present 
Government as a Union, we consider it best to take no 
further action at present beyond adding another plank to 
our platform concerning this matter.

Section 18. -We are delighted to meet 
at Bonavista, the Banner Local Council of 
the Union, and a Council so influential in af
fairs of the Union. It is a pleasure we shall 
not soon forget, and one that all will long re
member. We congratulate Friend John Ab
bott of Bonavista District Council, upon be
ing selected as one of the Union Candidates, 
and we trust every member and toiler of 
Bonavista will not only be true to Friend 
Abbott next Fall, but also to our other two 
Union Candidates. If Bonavista does its 
duty, the return of our three candidates is 
assured, for your weight and influence can 
carry the District. We congratulate the 
Bonavista Heroes who secured medals and 
rewards recently, and trust that Bonavista 
will ever rear such men and always be re
spected by the Colony and the world for the 
bravery of her sons.

Section 19.—We look forward to a glorious victory 
for our Candidates at next Fall’s election. We are all re
solved to Sink or Swim with the Union, and our motto will 
be "Long Live Coaker and the F.P.U. for ever.” We ask 
nil Unionists to vote for Union Candidates. We endorse 
your suggestion to consider our political plans during a 
secret session, and with you affirm our determination to 
maintain the position of influence we have attained and to 
allow no party to oust us from the place and power and in
fluence our membership and organization entitle us to. We 
thank you for the splendid address you delivered at the 
opening of this Convention—every word of it has the 
right ring and has inspired and encouraged us greatly. We 
will not soon forget the proceedings of this Convention 
and we trust all delegates will take back to their homes 
pleasant memories of their visit here and of this Conven
tion, and will take notes of all that has transpired and be 
ready to give their Council full particulars upon their re
turn, and also to instruct their Councils during the coming 
winter when matters discussed here will be elaborated and 
revived in the columns of The Advocate and in the Presi
dent’s circulars.

In closing, Mr. President, and Friends, we join with 
you in the prayer that our deliberation will conduce to the 
pood of our Country, of our noble Union and the good of

every individual, and that each of us will return home with 
the certain conviction that it was good to be there. 

Respectfully submitted,
WALTER B. JENNINGS 
ALLAN G. HUDSON 
D. WHITE 
NEWMAN FROST 
JAMES BROWN.

The Finance Committee submitted the following re-

Orange Hall, Bonavista,
December 14, 1912.

Me. President:—
The Committee appointed to consider the financial af

fairs of this Couhcil have met and adopted the following 
report :

(I). We find the F.P.U. in splendid financial stand
ing, having over $5,000 to its credit, which we claim is a 
splendid showing for the short time the Union has been in 
operation and the small contributions of each member, and 
•s the best possible proof of what may be accomplished if 
:-ll aided the President’s efforts to raise funds trum dis
counts on certain articles of merchandize. We are glad to

note that the Trading Co. has sold a fairly good number of 
shares for the time the Company has been in existence. 
We recommend all Union members who can invest to do 
so, and thus provide sufficient capital to meet the growing 
trade requirements of the Union and Stores. We believe 
that in the near future the Trading Company will easily 
recure first place in the commercial affairs of this Colony.

(2) . We further recommend that all Councils should 
make a special effort to sell every possible share in view 
of securing means to purchase next Spring a suitable 
steamer to accommodate the transport demands of the 
Union and especially in reference to the carrying of coals 
from Sydney to rough places connected with the Union.

(3) . The President's action in returning to the funds 
of this Council the sum of $100 per month from his salary 
commands our sincerest thanks and the appreciation of 
the whole Union. We would sooner he accepted the full 
i.mount voted him, viz.:—150, but if he is not 
willing to draw the full salary we trust he will not 
draw in the future anything less than half of the amount 
voted. We recommend that this Council again vote him 
$150 per month for the coming year.

(4) We are pleased to find this Council has presented 
the President with a handsome and valuable Gold Watch 
and Chain in recognition of his work on behalf of our

S.S. KYLE AT NORTH SYDNEY.
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Union, his devotion to duty and the forfeiting of such a 
large amount of his salary to the funds.

(5) We recommend that the President be empowered 
to expend any money from the Funds that he consider pro
per to advance the interests of the Union or the Union 
Political Party during the coming year, and to pay all ex
penses in connection with operating the Union and in the 
performance of his duty as President.

Respectfully submitted,
WM. SMITH 
ANDREW BROADERS 
ROBT. G. WINSOR 
JOHN LODER 
ADOLPHEUS YATES.

The Committee appointed to consider the unwarrant
ed and cowardly attacks of the Chronicle and Plaindealer 
upon the Union and its President and of the action of the 
Daily News in publishing a letter disclosing the supposed 
Pass Word of the F.P.U. submitted the following report:

Bonavista, Dec. 14, 1912.
Mr. President:—

We, the Committee appointed to consider the attack 
of the Chronicle and Plaindealer upon our Union and

President the past Spring, beg to report that we have con
sidered the matter referred to us and recommend that the 
following protest be signed and forwarded to the Press for 
publication :

This Council realize full well the object of those pa
pers in attacking our President and through him our Union. 
The attack was slanderous and defamatory in the extreme 
and instead of destroying confidence in our President it 
cemented our ranks, brought forth our warmest sympathy 
and created a confidence that will never be dispelled. They 
sought to destroy the tree, knowing that when the tree fell 
the branches would very soon decay. Not only Union but 
hundreds of non-Union men resented the dastardly con
duct of those papers and their editors. We warn those 
papers that another similar attack will not be so lightly 
passed over. We especially warn P. T. McGrath that an
other "Coaker Week” will bring from us a monster petition 
to the Governor demanding the dismissal from the Legis
lative Council of P. T. McGrath. We deeply regret hav
ing to censure the Hon. J. A. Robinson, editor of the Daily 
News, for permitting the publication of a letter revealing 
what was alleged to be our Annual Pass Word. We trust 
such an insult will never be repeated. This Union will 
stand by its officers, no matter by whom attacked. We in
tend to stand by our President and make his enemies ours.

Respectfully submitted,
WILLIAM MOSS 
J. B. WORNELL 
THOS. A. WALTERS 
SAMUEL PRINCE 
GEORGE C. FOWLOW 
JAMES KING 
GEORGE BISHOP 
WILLIAM JACOBS 
ELEAZER ROBINS.

A Secret Session was then held and the following re
solution was unanimously adopted :

WHEREAS, this Council has held a Secret Session to 
consider the political situation;

AND WHEREAS, the President has explained the 
situation;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that this Council 
hereby empower President Coaker to enter into negotia
tions in view of securing the co-operation of the party most 
sympathetic to the F.P.U.’s proposals, and leave the de
cision to his discretion; failing to arrange existing parties 
the President is empowered to organize a new political 
party to contest every district and in the event of such to 

release our selected candidates from their 
oath.

Following resolutions were passed by 
the Supreme Council of the F.P.U. in session 
at Bonavista, Dec. 14, 1912:

WHEREAS the President of the Fisher
men's Protective Union, last Spring, present
ed two Memorials to His Excellency the 
Governor, Sir Ralph Champneys Williams, 
K.CJV1.G., one of which directed his attention 
to the relations of the Hon. Donald Morison 
to the Anglo-American Development Com
pany, Limited, and the other to a letter writ
ten by the Hon. Donald Morison to Mr. R. 
W. Strong, on April 6th, 1909, in which the 
flmu- suggested to the latter that a pur
chaser of timber limits which the latter was 
commissioned to sell, might obtain a good 
deal of timber from the adjoining Crown 
Laaris;

AND WHEREAS the President submitted to the Gov
ernor the impropriety of continuing to retain the Hon. 
Donald Morison in the Offices he held in the Government, 
and suggested his retirement;

AND WHEREAS His Excellency the Governor casts 
a doubt on the authority of the President to speak for the 
Union in this matter, and expresses an opinion to the Right 
Honourable the Secretary of the Colonies, that the Mem
orials voice merely the personal protest of Mr. Coaker;

AND WHEREAS the correspondence published last 
June in connection with these Memorials discloses the fact 
taht the Prime Minister exercised his influence with His 
Excellency for the retention of the Hon. Donald Morison 
i noffice after he had all facts of the protest laid before 
him;

AND WHEREAS His Excellency the Governor ex
pressed the opinion to the Secretary of State for the Col
onies, that a different standard of political ethics prevails 
here than that which holds good in England;

AND WHEREAS His Excellency sought in vain the 
approval of the Secretary of State to retain the Hon. Don
ald Morison in his Executive ;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED,—
FIRST, that the Supreme Council of the Fishermen's 

Protective Union in session at the annual meeting, identi-

S.S. KYLE AT PORT-AUX-BASQUBS
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fies itself with, ratifies and endorses the action of the 
President in connection with these Memorials, for the pur
pose of making it clear that the President acted in accord
ance with the wishes of the Union, in the interests of the 
country, and to uphold in Newfoundland the highest tra
ditions of responsible government at Home;

SECOND, that the Council repudiates the suggestion 
that a lower code of political honour can prevail in New
foundland than prevails at home without evil consequences 
of our political life;

THIRD, that the Supreme Council regrets that His 
Excellency did not insist on the highest standard being 
maintained, viz.: that of the British Cabinet, as set forth 
in His Excellency’s letter to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, and ask for the resignation of the Hon. Donald 
Morison ;

FOURTH, that the Supreme Council condemns the 
conduct of the Hon. Donald Morison, as disclosed in the 
Memorials referred to, as unworthy of a Minister serving 
the Crown, as incompatible with the interests of the peo
ple, and as totally at variance with the policy of the Fisher
men's Protective Union;

FIFTH, that the Supreme Council expresses its strong 
disapproval of the Minister re
taining office after the Govern
ment had declared that a mem
ber of the British Cabinet so 
situated would have resigned,
His Excellency stating he can 
hardly imagine a similar case 
arising because the traditions 
and practice of the House of 
Commons are opposed to it;

SIXTH, that the Supreme 
Council deplores the attitude of 
the Prime Minister, Sir Ed. ard 
Morris, towards these Mem
orials, characterizes his defence 
of Mr. Morison, the advice and 
opinion he tendered the Govern
or as not in keeping with the 
high office he holds and de
rogatory to the best traditions of 
British Premiership;

SEVENTH, that the Supreme 
Council commends its President 
on his wise insistence, that the 
question he raised was one for our Local Government and 
not for the Secretary of State for the Colonies;

EIGHTH, that the Supreme Council marks with sat
isfaction the decision of the Secretary for the Colonies, 
the Right Hon. L. Harcourt, not to deal with matters which 
concern primarily the Government and Legislature of the 
Colony ;

NINTH, that the Supreme Council decides that copies 
of these Resolutions shall be sent to His Excellency the 
Governor, the Secretary of State for the Colonies, and the 
Prime Minister.

Proposed by W. B. Jennings, sec. by Mat. Le Drew and 
resolved that the resolutions standing in Friend Jenning’s 
name be adopted as read. Resolutions read as follows :

WHEREAS petitions from many Local Councils of 
the Fishermen's Protective Union, the contents and form 
of which have received the sanction of this Supreme Coun
cil, were signed by thousands of our members, and pre
sented to the House of Assembly with a view to transmis
sion to the proper authorities, praying for a General Elec
tion in the Fall of 1912;

AND WHEREAS a representation was made in these 
petitions that there is at present a widespread feeling of

alarm in this country as regards public expenditure ;
AND WHEREAS the Prime Minister challenged the 

good faith of this and other representations contained in 
these petitions;

AND WHEREAS Sir Edward Morris, in his speech to 
which we have just referred, charging the President with 
writing hundreds of these petitions, putting in them incor
rect statements, and with deceiving the people who signed

AND WHEREAS Sir Edward Morris challenged the 
statement that there was no alarm in the country over pub
lic expenditure since he assumed reins of power, declaring 
that the only alarm was in the individuals who wrote those 
petitions, and charging the President with gulling those 
who signed the petitions, and with using them as tools;

AND WHEREAS the Government not only refused 
the respectful prayer of these petitions, but the Leader of 
the Government treated them with the contempt above 
referred to;

BE IT RESOLVED, THEREFORE:
FIRST, that the Supreme Council endorses the posi

tion it took last year in the matter of these petitions, cor

roborates the representation made as to the feeling of 
aii>'in at the oublie expenditure of the Government, and 
resents in he strongest way the derogatory asperse ns cast 
by il.e Prime Minister on the President of the Fishermen's 
Protective 1 nion in unnection with thesj petitions;

SECOND, that the Supreme Council condemns 
roundly the unconstitutional act of the Government in al
lowing the House of Assembly to expire under the force of 
law, before appealing to the country, and by its decision to 
hold the General Election not before the Fall of 1913, 
creating the unprecedented situation of being unable to 
call a Parliament together for five months, no matter what 
emergency may arise;

THIRD, that the Supreme Council calls upon all the 
members of the Union, all of its sympathizers, and indeed 
upon all electors who value good government, sound ad
ministration, and economy in the expenditure of the pub
lic revenue to rally round the men who will fight to oust 
the present Government from power next Fall, and there
by prove that the statements contained in the F.P.U. peti
tions presented to the House of Assembly at the last ses
sion were absolutely justifiable and rightly expressed the 
People’s wishes.

PANNING SEALS.

?
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Proposed by James King, seconded by D. White, and 
resolved, that the resolutions standing in Friend King’s 
name be adopted as read. It read as follows:

THAT WHEREAS conditions respecting the Sale ot 
l abrador Fish from the Coast is unsatisfactory ;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that this Council 
is prepared to support any action the President may deem 
it proper to take and empower him to utilize the resources 
of the Union in any way he thinks proper in order to as
sist our friends in Conception Bay who fish on the Labra
dor Coast respecting the disposal of their fish and the se
curing of salt.

Proposed by W. Smith, seconded by D. Devine, and 
resolved, that the resolutions standing in Friend Smith's 
name be adopted as read. It read as follows:

THAT WHEREAS, the Vaccination arrangements 
practiced at Port aux Basques by the authorities is unfair 
discriminating against the second class passengers which 
makes chalk of one class and cheese of another;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that this Council 
rotest against such discrimination and requests the Presi
dent to bring this matter before the Government and in

sist upon having all or none vaccinated.

Proposed by W. Smith, seconded by D. Devine, and 
resolved, that the resolutions standing in Friend Smith’s 
name be adopted as read. It read as follows :

THAT WHEREAS, sick fishermen travelling from the 
Labrador by the subsidized steamers are classed as pau
pers should they not be able to find the money to pay the 
exorbitant prices of the companies who operate those sub
sidized steamers;

AND WHEREAS, the charge of the companies for 
conveying dead bodies from the Labrador is two first class

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that this Council 
requests the President to ask the Government to provide 
a grant for the conveyance of sick fishermen to their 
homes from the Labrador, or for legislation compelling 
the companies to convey them to their homes free;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Presi
dent be requested to ask the Government to make pro
vision for the conveyance of sick fishermen to their homes 
from the Labrador Shore and that legislation be enacted 
compelling each subsidized mail and passenger steamer to 
provide accommodation for sick persons travelling either

to and from Hospitals or from the Labrador.

The election of officers resulted as follows :
President, W. F. Coaker, re-elected for the fifth year; 

Vice-President, Andrew Breeders, elected; Secretary- 
Treasurer, W. W. Halfyard, elected.

Each officer received an unanimous vote. The Presi
dent thanked the Council for the honour conferred upon 
him for the 5th successive year and reserved further ex
pressions of gratitude for the Mass Meeting to be held at 
7.30 p.m.

The Vice-President expressed his appreciation of the 
honour of being Vice-President of such an organization as 
the F.P.U., and would use his best endeavours to further 
the grand and noble work which was doing so much to 
raise the Fishermen and Workingmen of the Colony to a 
better condition of things.

The Oath of Office was administered the new officers 
by A. Hudson, J.P.

The President formally installed the Vice-President 
and Secretary-Treasurer.

The people assembled at the station at 10 p.m. to wish 
the President and the Delegates good-bye.

The public demonstration in honour 
of the President has no precedent in 
the history of any outport in New
foundland and it is impossible to exag
gerate the feeling of loyalty ind devo
tion expressed for the President and 
the F.P.U. as outwardly demonstrated 
by the beautiful arches erected. The 
inspiring mottoes, the display of bunt
ing, the voluntary attendance of five 
brass bands and the number of visitors 
who came from far and near to partici
pate in such a memorable demonstra-

One had to attend the sessions to ao- 
prcciate the spirit of loyalty and devo 
tion to the cause, which appeals with 
such force to every Fisherman in New
foundland. The meeting of Monday 
night was a fitting climax to a series of 
the most interesting meeting we ever 
attended. The President in a masterly 
speech of one and a half hours re

viewed the work of the Union, the triumphs already 
achieved, the victories won, the good accomplished, the 
benefit derived by Union and non-Union men re the price 
of the product of the fishery, and exhorted all to join the 
Union and benefit themselves and every Toiler in New
foundland. Needless to say, as the President showed up 
the temptations to get rich quick placed before him by 
political schemers, and his determination to be true to his 
duty and scorn all such offers, brought forth thunderous 
applause and deafening cheers from the large audience.

Captain Jones, Capt. Yates, P. H. Cowan and Chair
man Jas. Brown addressed the meeting, eulogizing the 
noble work of the President. The kind friends of Bona- 
vista were thanked for their hospitality, loyalty and de
termination to forward the cause. The Bon a vista L.O.A. 
Pand, the Salvation Army Band and the Elliston Band 
rendered some selections. All arose and sang the National 
Anthem. The vast crowd left the Hall with the bands 
nlaving, amist cheering for Coaker, the F.P.U. and the 
Delegates, and proceeded in procession to the station. 
The streets were lined with spectators. Fireworks illumin- • 
ated the scene and attracted much attention.

W F. COAKER, President.
W. W. HALFYARD, Secretary.

OLD TIME SEALING FLEET LEAVING FOR THE ICE.



Journal of Proceedings
OF THE FIFTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF 

THE FISHERMEN'S PROTECTIVE UNION, HELD IN THE MECHANICS' 

MALL, ST. JOHN’S, DECEMBER 2ND, 3RD, 4TH, 5th AND 6TH, 1913.

Mechai ics' Hall, St. John’s, Dec. 2, 1913.
HE Fifth Annual Convention of the Supreme Council of 
the Fishermen’s Protective Union of Newfoundland 

mos opened for the transaction of business by the Presi
dent, W. F. Coaker, at 3.15 p.m.

The President delivered his Fifth Annual Address 
which was attentively listened to and punctuated with ap
plause, as reference was made to the victories achieved 
during the past year 
and as the policy of 
the Union for the 
future was outlined, 
as follows:
My Friends,—

I gladly and warm
ly welcome you to this 
Fifth Annual Conven
tion of the Supreme 
Council of our great 
organization. Last 
year we met at Bona 
vista on the 12th ol 
December, and I have 
no doubt that all here, 
who were present at 
that gathering, remem 
ber well the wonderful 
enthusiasm and loyalty 
of that assembly for 
the work, we, as Toilers, have undertaken on behalf of our 
country, and her noble "Sons of Toil." About 150 dele- 
pates attended that Convention, and when we separated 
we all felt convinced of the outcome of the political battle 
which we had then opened, so far as districts in which our 
organization had been organized were concerned. The 
prand receptions, meetings and demonstrations at Bona- 
vista will always be remembered by those privileged to 
be present, and it will be chronicled as one of the most 
important milestones in the history of the growth and pro
gress of the Fishermen’s Protective Union of Newfound
land.

Thirty-seven Councils Opened During the Past 
Twelve Months.—During the year 1913 we have opened 
ihirty-seven Councils at the following places:—Jackson’s 
Cove. N.D.B., Portland, King’s Point, Hooping Hr., Bay 
Roberts. Fox Cove, B.B., Pool's Island, Spaniard’s Bav, 
Fredericton, Treaty, Upper Island Cove, Port Blandford, 
I a nee Cove, Bryant’s Cove, Shoal Brook, Cape Onion, 
Coley’s Point, Island Hr., Belbums, Trinity, Shearstown, 
Duggan’s Cove, Old Bon aventure, Melrose, Charlottetown, 
Bunvan’s Cove, Cook’s Hr., West Port, Channel, Carbon- 
ear and Heart’s Content. A District Council for Hr. Grace 
was also established during the year. We have District

Councils established for Twill ingate, Fogo, Bonavista, 
Trinity, Bay-de-Verde, Port-de-Grave and Hr. Grace.

District Councils and Members.—The District 
Councils represent the Local Councils in the respective 
electoral districts as follows:—Twillingate 4000, Fogo 
1700, Bonavista 4000, Trinity 3600, Bay-de-Verde 1600, 
St. Barbe 1000, Port-de-Grave 800, Hr. Grace 700, other 
district* 300 Tntoi it too- an increase of 27C0 members 

since last Convention.
Places Visited.— 

During the year I 
have established 
Councils at Bay Rob
erts, Coley's Point, 
Bryant’s Cove and 
Upper Island Cove.. I 
have addressed public 
meetings in the inter
ests of the Union at 
the follqwing Union 
harbors: -Bay Rob
erts, Coley’s Point, 
Spaniard's Bay, Bry
ant's Cove, Upper Is
land Cove, Fresh
water, Western Bay 
(twice), Scilly Cove, 
New Perlican, Hant s 
Hr., Clarenville, Port 

Rexton (twice), Ireland's Eye, British Hr., Bonaventure, 
English Hr., Catalina (twice), Elliston, Bonavista (twice), 
Newman’s Cove, Amherst Cove, King's Cove, Broad Cove, 
B.B., Keels, Red Cliffe, Indian Arm, Princeton, Brooklyn, 
Musgravetown, Jamestown, Charlottetown, Port Blandford, 
Middle Brook, Alexander Bay. Salvage, Salvage Bay, 
Squid Tickle, Flat Islands, St. Brendan’s, Gooseberry 
Island, Fair Island, Deer Island, Greenspond, Valley- 
field, Wesleyville, Newtown, Cape Cave, B.B., Cat 
Harbor, Musgrave Harbor, Ladle Cove, Carmanville, 
Gander Bay, Dog Bay, Seldom Come By, Tilting, Joe 
Batt’s Arm, Change Islands, Herring Neck, Boyd’s 
Cove, Campbellton, Lewisportc, Twillingate, Nipper’s Hr., 
Shoe Cove, La Scie, Englee, Conche, St. Anthony, and 
Griquet; while I have addressed about 50 Local Council 
meetings, amongst them being Bay-de-Verde, Lower Island 
Cove, Old Perlican and Grate’s Cove. I have had scores 
ol applications for Councils in the Districts of Burgeo, For
tune, St. George’s, Burin, Placentia and Hr. Main, many of 
them having reached me since the general election. Friend 
J. G. Stone will be despatched to organize the Union in the 
Districts of Fortune, Burgeo and Burin, which will be ac
complished as speedily as possible. 1 hope to visit some 
of the larger places on the West Coast the coming year.

F.P.U. PREMISES AT TILTON.
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The General Elections Proved the Great Power 
OF TNI Union. The battle at the polls, so long looked for 
came off on October 30th, and proved to be a signal tri
umph for our Union Party. Out of ten Union candidates 
placed in the field we returned nine. The one regrettable 
Union incident was the loss of a seat in Bay-de-Verde by 
only ten votes, where about forty Union men split their 
vote and gave one to the successful Grab-all candidate. 
Hr. Grace District Unionists did not prove as faithful as 
was expected, but in Port-de-Grave, Trinity, Bonavista, 
Fogo, Twillineate and St. Barbe Districts our members 
voted as a bodv and were loyal and true to their principles, 
nod we carried those districts by such majorities as to take 
every atom of vanity out of our opponents and to establish 
beyond all doubt the wonders and realities of Unionism, 
and the perfection of our organization. The F.P.U. has 
come to stav, and will in future be the chief factor domin
ating the political, social and commercial affairs of the Col
ony. I am determined to devote my remaining years of 
enerev and health to the services of the F.P.U., the Trad
ing Company and The Advocate. The splendid response 
of our members to the call of duty on October 30th, not 
only saved the Union, but established it on an impregnable 
foundation, and a.1 doubts concerning its stability have 
now disappeared, and 
the country must will
ingly or unwillingly 
recognize us. We co
operated with the Lib
eral Party in the fight, 
as unless we had done 
so, the whole respon
sibility of fighting the 
Government would 
have been cast on my 
shoulders—a respon
sibility 1 was not pre
pared to shoulder, or 
one that I was ambiti
ous to undertake. The 
result of the elections 
has proved without 
doubt the power and 
influence of our 
Union, and indicates 
the necessity of establishing the Fishermen’s Protec
tive Union all over the Colony and fighting at the next 
election whenever it comes as a Union Party aided by any 
outside patriots anxious to co-operate and work with us in 
our efforts to accomplish the materialization of the poli
tical platform laid down by us at Bonavista Convention, 
now generally known as the "Bonavista Platform.” We all 
no doubt regret the introduction into the recent campaign 
of sectarianism, and the false, base and slanderous catch- 
cries of Grab-all ism. There cannot now be any doubt, but 
that the Morris Party was returned by base appeals to 
Catholic voters. They were told that if they voted for 
Liberal-Union candidates they would vote against the 
Catholic religion, for godless schools and for that socialism 
which is so strongly condemned by the Roman Catholic 
Church. The election in non-union districts was fought on 
base religious grounds, and the evil actions of the Govern
ment and the outrageous waste of the past four years were 
not even considered. Such political demoralization is a 
verv serious menace to the political life of our country, 
and if such tactics are not at once obliterated political cor
ruption of the basest sort must result; therefore every citi
zen who believes in pure government and the moral up
lifting of the people and the country must take off their

coats to aid in the assassination of this great evil or the 
worst condition of affairs imaginable must result.

Protect Union Districts.—I advise this Council to 
take what steps it considers essential to protect the inter
ests of Union districts before this Convention closes. I 
am of the opinion that you should demand that Union 
members of the House of Assembly should be given full 
control over the affairs of the districts they represent by 
such sweeping majorities; that all expenditure of public 
moneys should be allocated by them; that Municipal 
Boards on the lines our Union has advocated should at 
once be established ; that a Redistribution Bill providing 
for one member districts should be passed at the coming 
session of the Legislature and failing to secure the consent 
of the Government to these proposals this Convention 
should decide in secret session the course of action to be 
pursued by the F.P.U. in the present crisis. We for our 
part believe that we should resist by every possible way, 
the efforts of the Government to collect taxes from North
ern districts and use them to enrich our enemies in those 
districts, which number about one to four of the popula
tion. or to waste those taxes in such graft and boodling ad
ventures such as we have unfortunately had revealed to us 
during the last two or three years. If religious catchcries

are to be used to turn 
the South against the 
North, which is al
most a solid unit op
posed to Grab-allism, 
we would be perfect
ly satisfied in demand
ing full political con
trol over our own 
social and political af 
fairs, and in event of- 
nial to assert our
selves in such a way 
as to force the resig
nation of those re
sponsible for the re
fusal or to refuse to 
recognize the right of 

'j the South to govern 
the North. I am fully 
aware of the feeling 

existing in the North to-day, and it does not surprise me, 
in view of the facts revealed in relation to the tactics of 
our Grab-all opponents in Southern districts. Let us there
fore give the matter our best consideration, for this alone 
in mv opiiion, can prevent what must prove a national 
calamity unless reasonable counsels are accepted bv the 
Government. My warmest thanks are due all our Union 
friends in Union districts, for their loyalty to Union prin
ciples. and the solid vote cast for Union and Liberal candi
dates. Thev stood for Right, and Right will prevail. Not 
one jot of weakness must be shown, for the work we have 
undertaken has just begun in real earnest, and every man 
must be a man in the trying days that must be faced dur
ing the next few months.

The Motor Boat "F.P.U.” Proved op Great Value 
to the Cause.—My sincere thanks are due you, for your 
proposal at last Convention "to supply me with a motor 
boat.” I thank all who contributed towards the Motor Boat 
Fund. The sum of $1.400 has been collected. The boat 
orimnallv cost $ 1,040. Repairs, outfit and running ex
penses cost $300 more then collected. The boat was used 
in a 1100 mile tour of the Northern Bays in July end 
August, which was completed without mishap in about five 
weeks. The boat worked splendidly, and was greatly ad-

F.P.U. PREMISES AT FOGO.
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mired by the people, end at all places visited we were 
nobly welcomed and our visit much appreciated. During 
ing Fall’s campaign I used the “boat" to tour Trinity and 
Bonavista Districts, spending five weeks on her, and but 
for having her my work would not have been so complete, 
convenient or as cheap. She will always be remembered 
with pride by Unionists, for she took part in the most mem
orable political fight the country ever witnessed, for the 
fight of Bonavista District will always be known as the 
“Waterloo of the 1913 Elections" and the one that "Saved 
the F.P.U.” and firmly established it in Newfoundland. 
The boat which is called the "F.P.U.," is hauled up at 
Southern Bay for the Winter, and will be used by me again 
(D.V.) next year. The collection showed what women and 
children of Union members can do for the Union, for most 
of the money was collected by the ladies, and I have no 
doubt, that if occasion should again require their aid, they 
will not be behind in rendering their valuable services. I 
further thank the Council for the magnificent Gold Watch 
you presented to me last Convention. 1 received it in 
October and took it with me on the campaign, and I ven
ture to say that that watch is the most remarkable watch 
in the Island to-day for thousands have seen it, and not 
only seen it but heard its utterances, which caused many a 
Grab-all during the 
campaign to frown, 
for at every meeting I 
held the watch did 
faithful duty for its 
owner and donators.

Union Cash Stores.
—During 1913 twelve 
permanent Union 
Cash Stores have 
been established at 
the following places :
-Port de Grave,

Clarke’s Beach,
Greenspond, Valley- 
field, Princeton. Tilt
ing, Nipper's Harbor,
Exploits, Pilley’s Is
land, Bonavista. New 
Town and Seldom 
Come By, which are 
in addition to the 12 stores operated last year, viz.: Bot- 
wood, Fogo, Twillingate, Herring Neck, Change Islds., Joe 
Batt’s Arm, Doting Cove, Cat Hr., Keels, King's Cove, 
Catalina and Port Rexton—a total of 24 permanent stores 
now in operation, while 7 other places have been provided 
with temporary stores, viz.: Lower Island Cove, Bonaven- 
ture, Carmanville, Ladle Cove, Barr'd Island, St. Anthony 
and Criquet, which makes a total of thirty-one outport 
stores in operation at the present time. In addition to this 
the Union Trading Company has taken over Crosbie's 
waterside premises at St. John’s, and fitted up another new 
shop for dry goods and another for provision store. This 
progress is remarkable in view of the great opposition en
countered in commercial and political circles. It has been 
no easy task to accomplish such results. Many more 
places are arranging to operate Union Stores next year, 
and the possibilities are that forty will be in operation 
when you assemble at the next annual Convention.

A Year of Great Progress for the Union Trading 
Company.—During the year about $60,000 worth of Trad
ing Company shares have been disposed of, and $30,000 
of this amount has been used to purchase the S.S. Kintail. 
There is a mortgage of $10,000 on the steamer, which was 
given to secure the balance of her purchase money, which

roughly speaking is $40,000. The business of the Com
pany has increased nearly 250 per cent, during the year. 
Thirty-two stores are in operation now against fourteen 
last year. What the Company stands most in need of now 
is capital. First, to pay off the mortgage on the "Kintail" 
when due; second, to operate more stores; third, to enable 
the Company to carry heavier stock to meet the demands 
of the stores for a larger supplies. The Trading Company 
W'll apply to the courts for an increase in its capital for the 
$20,000 worth of shares now available for sale will be dis
posed of before the end of three months, $2000 worth hav
ing been sold during the last ten days. I respectively in
vite all Councils and shareholders to interest themselves 
in the sale of those shares, for the future progress of the 
business of the Company will depend upon the number of 
shares disposed of between now and the first of May. The 
Company has leased the waterfront premises, formerly oc
cupied by Crosbie & Co. A new dry goods shop and pro
vision store has been fitted up on the premises; also a 
clothing factory, which have manufactured most of the 
clothing sold by our stores since June. We will still have 
to add to our clothing manufacturing facilities as the de- 
i and is considerably more than the supply. The Company 
paid a dividend last year of ten per cent, and carried for

ward to this year a 
considerable amount 
as a Reserve Fund. 
Those who used their 
lying tongues to slan
der the Trading Com
pany by asserting that 
it paid dividends out 
of capital will now be 
surprised to learn that 
a considerable amount 
was carried over to a 
Reserve Fund in addi
tion to the dividend 
which was derived 
from profits and not 
from capital. The pro
fits this year will, I 
trust, enable us to pay 
another good divid
end, although a con

siderable expenditure has been entered into, owing to hav
ing to fit up the waterfront premises, which we found in a 
wretched condition. The possession of the "Kintail" has 
enabled us supply our stores and Councils with provisions, 
that would have been difficult to deliver had we been trust
ing solely to the usual coastal and railway facilities. We 
have also been enabled to supply many Councils with coals 
et a much lower rate than sold by local dealers, and we 
have supplied coals, that would not have been available to 
some harbors if not supplied by us. There is plenty of 
work for the "Kintail" to do, and next year I expect there 
/ill be much more than she will be able to accommodate. 

The Trading Company now employs about eighty persons, 
and if the increase in the business next year is in propor
tion to the present year’s increase, the staff will have to 
be greatly increased. The accounts for 1913 will be avail
able in January when a report will be sent to all share
holders. The businçss in October was necessarily much 
confused, owing to the absence of Mr. Grimes, Cashier 
Halfyard and myself. Our customers and Councils will 
no doubt overlook any short-comings in view of the cir
cumstances, caused by the General Elections. 1 am fully 
satisfied with our progress up to the present, and as the 
elections have placed the F.P.U. upon a permanent basis,

THE "F.P.U." BOUND NORTH
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and our members have shown that they are determined to 
stand by us, it now behoves us all to do our utmost, to 
make our business venture as satisfactory as possible. 
When we look back to where we were four years ago and 
compare our progress, influence and standing, we must be 
encouraged greatly to go forward with greater faith and 
dr termination, for success is surely crowning our efforts 
to uplift the fishermen, secure for them a square deal, dis
pense with most of the evils of the credit system and the 
stamping out of political corruption. We have sold 15,000 
brls. flour, 400 brls. beef and pork, 150,000 lbs. butter and 
40,000 lbs. of tea and about 20,000 lbs. of tobac
co during the past year. This is a large increase over last 
year's sales.

"The Advocate" is Establishe as a Great Power in 
the Land.—The Advocate has passed through a progres
sive year. Its circulation is 2000 copies in excess of the 
circulation of 1912. Our normal circulation is about 9000 
copies; during the months of September and October each 
issue exceeded 11,000 copies. For three months during 
the past year we have given our subscribers a bi-weekly 
paper. Last Spring The Chronicle Duplex Press was pur
chased, and cash paid down for it. In June The Advocate 
loved into new quarters, situated at the Union waterfront 

premises. By adding 
one Linotype machine 
to our plant a daily- 
paper could be issued, 
and as we propose 
printing a new daily 
Opposition paper at 
the beginning of the 
New Year, a new 
Linotype machine will 
be secured immedi
ately. Any friends 
wishing to invest a 
few dollars may find 
it advantageous to 
purchase Union Pub
lishing Co. shares, of 
which some remain 
unsold. They are one 
dollar shares and 
therefor- every mem
ber can buy one or more. The great progress of The Ad
vocate is indeed remarkable, for without having one dollar 
« f capital from St. John's citizens, the Fishermen have 
been plucky enough to establish and maintain a paper of 
their own that is to-day the most influential and indepen
dent paper in the Colony, with a circulation much larger 
than that of any other paper published in the Colony. I 
have no intention to apologize for The Advocate's great 
progress, circulation or influence, and I have no intention 
of suggesting any alteration in its policy or the tone of its 
utterances. It will continue to uphold the Toilers' Rights 
and fight the Fishermen's battles, and all who would op
pose the forward march of the F.P.U., assail the Union 
Trading Company's interests, slander and defame the 
name of the Union’s President, or attack in any way the 
interests of the Fishermen of the Colony will find an 
avenger in The Advocate. Let it be your proud boast, and 
the Fishermen’s glory that you do at least possess a paper, 
which reaches all parts of the country, and is feared by 
every agency of evil that abounds in the Colony. Its work 
exposing political wrong doing during past years was glori
ously endorsed on the 30th of October, when the Northern 
Districts rolled up such overwhelming majorities for the 
Union Candidates, such as never before recorded in the

history of the Colony. The Advocate has come to stay, and 
will be gladly supported by the people as long as it up
holds the principles it has advocated the past four years. 
Let all our enemies hesitate and think of the great victory 
achieved by The Advocate, and in thinking let them re
solve to digest some of its wisdom, courage and devotion 
to high ideals. 1 shall stand by our paper through sun
shine and shower, and we shall together make it a giant 
in the land that will be feared by all who do wrong and re
spected by all who strive to uphold right. The past year 
has been a very busy one for me, and in the Spring I se
cured the help of Mr. Arthur English, and during the cam
paign Dr. Mosdell took charge of the paper, and to both 
these gentlemen we owe our warmest thanks and gratitude. 
V'e have increased the subscriptions this year to sixty 
cents, which will probably include a few special issues, 
published during the sitting of the Legislature. A dividend 
of ten per cent, was paid the shareholders last year. The 
F.P.U. has loaned money to the Company to purchase ma- 
hinery, and holds a mortgage on the plant for the cash 

advanced. This money will be repaid the F.P.U., as the 
'Company’s shares are taken up by members of the Union.

New Halls and Stores Erected by Many Local 
Union Councils.—Some Councils which have experi

enced some trouble to 
secure places to meet 
in have erected Union 
Halls at their own ex
pense. 1 wish to 
thank those Councils 
for their courage and 
loyalty to the cause, 
for when we find men 
willing to subscribe 
cash and give labor to 
provide halls to meet 
in, it demonstrates the 
possession by those 
members of the true 
qualities ensuring suc
cess. Halls are now 
owned by the Coun
cils at Clarke’s Beach, 
Bay de Verde, Lady 
Cove, Snook's Hr.,

Foster’s Point, Keels, Red Cliffe, Jamestown, Southern 
Bay, Fortune Harbor, Victoria Cove, Musgrave Harbor,
F.nglee, Deer Island and Clarenville, while several other 
Councils are preparing to erect halls the coming year, 
amongst them being Twillingate. Union stores and pre
mises have been erected by the Councils of Bonavista, 
Cat Harbor, Doting Cove, Tilting, Joe Batt's Arm, Fogo, 
Herring Neck, Exploits, Pilley's Island, Botwood, Champ- 
ney's, English Harbor, Carmanville, and other settlements 
operating stores are arranging either to purchase or rent 
•tores the coming year. This is a fair criterion of the pro
gress of the organization, for some of these stores are 
worth $10,000.00, and altogether $50,000.00 worth of pro
perty has been acquired by Councils without any assistance 
from Union funds or the Trading Company during the last 
two years. This is a splendid record, and should fill us all 
with pride and enthusiasm.

The Sealers’ Parade and Meeting.—Last Spring we 
held our Annual Sealers' Meeting in the T. A. Hall at St. 
John's, when some 1,500 sealers attended. The meeting 
was addressed by Mr. A. B. Morine and myself. The fol
lowing nitfit the monstrous torchlight demonstration was 
held, when about 3,000 men paraded the town attended by 
two brass bands. The demonstration was a great success,
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and a fore-runner of things to come, although some of our 
Northern M.H.A.’s thought otherwise. The Government 
challenged our loyalty by holding a public sealers' meeting 
meeting on the night of the demonstration, and about 100 
sealers attended. Captain Kean on that occasion again 
ventured to criticize the work of the President and of the 
Union, and his remarks as published called forth the in
dignation of the sealers who had long ago gauged that gen
tleman's long-suffering sacrifices endured, in order to up
lift the class he sprung from, and who accorded him his 
first advancement on life’s ladder. Bonavista sealers an
swered his conceit and vanity when they voted on the 30th 
of October, for Captain Abraham was well known as a 
Grab-all upholder and bitter enemy of the F.P.U. and its 
President. We shall continue our Sealers’ Meetings and 
n March I trust many of our friends will be privileged to 

meet at the sealers' gathering in the city. I was pleased 
to find so many of the steamer owners living up to their 
agreements with us in reference to food and accommoda

tions on the ships. I trust they will endeavor to go one 
step further the coming Spring and equip the wooden ships 
with a baking outfit, and then provide food equally as ac
ceptable as that found on the steel ships.

Circular Letters.—During the year many Circulars 
were sent out, some of which were captured by Grab-all 
M.H.A's. Those Circulars are growing more popular and 
interesting to Councils, for much information of general 
benefit is communicated. Every Council should endeavor 
to communicate the contents of Circulars to members, 
especially during Fall months. They should be filed away 
carefully for reference, and each should be read at two or 
three consecutive meetings.

Some Important Features of our Various Fisheries 
—The fishery of 1913 is considerably below that of 1912, 
which was much below that of 1911. The whole of the 
fishery of 1913 must be one and a quarter millions of dol

lars below that of the previous year. The price for fish 
was,satisfactory, for although it opened at $5.50, no fish 
was sold at that figure, and from $6.00 to $6.50 were the 
prevailing prices paid during the season, for shore cured 
fish. The quantity of the fish was below that of 1912. 
Much damp fish was shipped in outports to agents, which 
caused buyers to withdraw from buying much in outports. 
I must ask all our members to make a point of curing 
their fish as well as possible, and especially to ship no fish 
in a damp condition when dry fish is being arranged for; 
it damp fish is shipped for dry, it will prevent buying in 
outports, which will cause much loss of time and money to 
fishermen. The improved cure of fish is about the most 
pressing matter now facing the Colony, and 1 regret that 
the Southern fishermen and business men failed to grasp 
the importance of establishing a standard cull for fish, 
which the Liberal-Union Policy submitted to the Country 
provided for and which was so strongly endorsed by the 
Northern fishermen in the recent elections. If Grab-all

candidates South had availed of the campaign to advocate 
-i standard cull and improved cure of fish, instead of using 
their time in arousing Sectarian feelings against the Union 
and myself, the Country would not now be facing this 
Sectarian agitation, so obnoxious to all intelligent men, yet 
“ssential in order to make such tactics impossible in the 
future. The Liberal-Union Party had the courage to make 
the improved cure of fish one of its foremost planks, and 
the districts that had our proposals explained, endorsed 
them with no uncertain voice; therefore the responsibility 

I rejecting them must be shouldered by the Southern dis
tricts. The catch of fish on the Labrador was about 150,000 
qtls. short of last year. The price was one dollar per qtl. 
better The shore Labrador fishery is rapidly declining 
tnd will continue to do so under present conditions. Float
ing fishermen have the better chance, and until the Labra
dor shore men equip themselves for trawling after trap-
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fling is over, dissatisfaction will prevail. Much may be 
done to improve matters, but the Department of Fisheries 
must be more active and progressive, if improvements are 
to be secured. 1 believe the whole matter must soon be 
considered, and new conditions brought about or Concep
tion Bay fishermen, who fish ashore on the Labrador coast 
in Summer, will soon be compelled to abandon the calling 
and occupation of their fathers, which is so closely en
twined with the past history of Conception Bay. Old con
ditions cannot survive much longer, and unless replaced 
by new this important avenue of support to so many in 
Conception Bay much become a thing of the past. The 
prices paid for Labrador slopp, both on the coast and at 
St. John's, is the highest ever paid. The price on the shore 
vas from $4.60 to $4.80, while $4.80 to $5.00 was paid at 
St. John's. The price paid for lobsters reached $23.00 per 
case of 48 lbs., which is the highest ever paid. The catch 
ol lobsters was much short of last year, and is yearly

friends will be enabled to transact private business, as the 
Convention will not meet in the forenoons. (3) It enables 
me to supervise the Trading Co.’s affairs, as having de
voted five weeks to the political campaign it would be very 
inconvenient if I were compelled to be absent another ten 
days attending the Convention. 1 trust that your visit will 
be an enjoyable one and the Convention of much profit to 
each of you, as well as to the Union in general.

General Considerations of Utmost Importance.— 
! wish to intimate that experience has demonstrated the 
necessity of revising the rules governing the establishment 
and operation of Union Stores, and as soon as 1 can find 
lime to give full consideration to this matter, 1 will com
municate with the Councils. The elections have enabled 
the Councils to judge as to who the traitors in our Union 
ore, and the few who were unfaithful are being sifted and 
expelled; but 1 would suggest that Councils move slowly 
in this matter and besure they wrong no faithful friend.

F.P.U. STORE AT BOTWOOD.
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prowing less, in spite of Jerry Dee’s lobster pounds and 
Morris's great expenditure of money. The only cure in 
my opinion is to divide the Colony in sections and close 
the factories in each section every alternate year. Cod oil 
fetched a fair price. The price started at $75.00 and ad
vanced step by step to $90.00. The short supply will aid 
in keeping the price firm next year. The markets abroad 
ure demanding better fish, and if better fish was forthcom
ing a large quantity could be marketed to advantage, but 
inferior fish is a drag on the markets and very hard to dis
pose of. The markets are not over-stocked, and the prices 
must advance during the winter, for stocks held here will 
he very meagre after January.

Place of Meeting.—I have selected St. John's for 
this Convention for the following reasons: (I) It is dif
ficult to select an outport town with the necessary accom
modations for ISO delegates. (2) By meeting at St. John's

Last year in addressing you I stated that the Union could 
control the returns of fourteen members of the House of 
Assembly. The actual results show that I was not far 
astray, for thirteen members of the Opposition have been 
returned by Union Districts and had Bay de Verde return
ed friend Barrett the fourteen mentioned would have been 
forthcoming. 1 would also suggest that Councils do all in 
their power to enrol the large number of Union sympa
thizers who voted for our candidates. Some of those men 
for various reasons were unable to enrol, yet they were 
strongly in sympathy with our work. 1 would suggest this 
Convention pass a resolution empowering all Councils to 
enrol reliable friends during the next three months, at a 
fee of one dollar ($1.00) each, instead of the usual fees; 
I further suggest that all toilers over 70 years of age be 
enrolled free and allowed to use the Union without pay
ment of dues. It will not be necessary in such cases to
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pay the Assessments to the Supreme or District Councils. 
The ten candidates placed in the field by the Union had 
their expenses paid, which amounted to a total sum of 
$2000.00, the respective District Councils paying $800.00, 
and the Supreme Council $1200.00. This includes nomi
nation fees and printing matter, as well as all incidentials 
in connection with the campaign. Such a showing should 
gladden your hearts, and inspire you to greater action, for 
never since parties contested the General Elections, has 
such results been achieved by such a small expenditure of 
money. Formerly political parties spent from eight to ten 
thousand dollars of party funds to contest the districts that 
we recently contested.

Let Unselfishness Prevail.—Our organization and 
methods must commend themselves to the careful consid
eration of public men of all shades of politics, for not one 
cent was expended by us in influencing voters; and if all 
concerned lived up to the Union's standard of contesting 
elections there would be no need of a Corrupt Practice 
1 aw. Let me ask all to be actuated by unselfish motives 
".nd be untiring in their efforts to uplift the country as a 
whole and to further the in
terests of their towns and set 
tlements. Don't be selfish.
Don't aim only to benefit your
self personally, but let the 
good of the many govern your 
actions. You should be firm 
with bitter opponents who aim 
to injure you or the cause ; 
men may differ from us, but 
we have no cause to complain, 
if any do, but when we find 
heelers of the Government, or 
tools of some merchant, or 
peddler doing all that bad evil 
men can do to injure a Union 
member, or the Union, then it 
is your duty to protect your
selves from such creatures and 
to unite for your own protec
tion against them. Don't alio a 
their dirty deeds to pass with 
impunity if you hope to over
come their villainy. Treat every 
man as a man until you prove 
him to be a villain, and when 
that is shown let him pass unnoticed unless he becomes ac
tive against you, then he places himself beyond your kind
ly toleration and should meet with your opposition. You 
must be prepared to meet obstacles, they will always be 
encountered, but if you are determined and manly and pull 
together you will overcome them. Always remember that 
the one grand object of a true man should be, "to be able 
to die satisfied, that he has done his part in life well, that 
he performed duty faithfully, and was true to his God and 
his fellow-man.’’ To die under such circumstances is in
deed glorious, and life beyond the grave should have no 
terrors for such a man. Always strive to do Right, for do
ing Right is the only prescription for the evils and the mis
eries of human existence. If anything is obtained by 
wrong-doing rest assured that it will bring its trail of mis
ery and woe. We have a great struggle before us, a moral 
as well as a political and a commercial one; we must not 
overlook the moral aspect of our struggle, for happy and 
prosperous countries are not to be looked for where the 
moral integrity of the people is trampled under foot. Our 
light in the Legislative Halls of our Country will not be

for self or for corporations; we must strive to forget self 
and put forward every effort looking to the moral, com
mercial and political advancement of the Country and the 
Toiling Masses.

Kill Sectarianism.- We should not tolerate any re
ligious interference in political matters unless religious is
sues are at stake, then such interference would be justified. 
We have no religious differences in this Union; we 
recognize no distinction, nor must we meet other
wise than Sons of Terra Nova. Our objects and aims 
are solely intended to make the people more contented, to 
secure for them better homes, more comforts and enjoy
ments such as enoble and uplift. To do so we must help 
the less fortunate and needy. If securing the fullest value 
for your produce and supplying the necessaries of life at 
the lowest possible cost is Socialism, then I am convinced 
that our Socialism is blessed of GOD and will prevail not 
only with man, but with God. I have been accused of cir
culating socialistic papers. I have never subscribed for a 
socialistic paper, never circulated one, or caused one to be 
circulated, nor do I know anything of such circulation. I

have not read a half dozen copies of "Cotton's Weekly" 
during my life, and for four years I have not read a sent
ence contained in such a paper. As for "The Menace" 1 
have never seen such a paper. The Union knows abso
lutely nothing about any socialistic paper or papers, and 
have had no connection with the circulation of such papers. 
The man who states otherwise is a liar.

Unfair Procedure.—During the year the Govern
ment made five appointments to the Legislative Council, 
stuffing it to its fullest capacity, and without any justifica
tion. Three of the five were fish merchants, another a 
cooper and another a speculator. At the present time out 
of the twenty-three members not one of them represent the 
Fishermen. Why such an outrage was committed against 
the people is explainable only in the assumption, that Mor
ris realized power was not to be expected that he stuffed 
the Legislative Council in order to block all Union legis
lation that may be passed in the Lower House by his op
ponents. No language is too strong in condemnation of 
the conduct of Premier Morris in this respect and I trust 
this Council will not omit to protest against this bitter blow
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to Constitutional Government in this Colony.
Legislation Badly Needed to Correct Crying 

Evils.—We should insist upon the passage of a law estab
lishing Municipal Boards all over the Country. Those 
Boards should expend Local Road Grants, Main Line 
Grants, all Special and Marine Grants amounting to $1000, 
and the per capital grant for charity purposes. It is dis
graceful when we consider that in our Northern Districts 
the defeated Grab-all candidates control the expenditure 
of all moneys, appoint all Road Boards, dictate to Poor 
Commissioners and control all public appointments. The 
expenditure of all public moneys should be taken out of 
the hands of defeated candidates, and as far as possible 
taken from the control of the members of the House of 
Assembly. When voted by the House the power of mem
bers of the House should cease, and the people of each 
locality mad- responsible for the expenditure of suen 
grants. The Ballot Act should he amended in order to pre
vent the expenditure of any public monies six months prior

to a general election or any bye-election. It is impossible 
under the present law to prevent the influencing of votes, 
tor public monies are given out broadcast just before elec
tions in order to influence the settlements, and those who 
arc employed to expend and receive the money. We must 
prevent such corruption and intimadation. The Ballot Act 
should also be amended providing for the counting of votes 
by Deputy Returning Officers immediately upon the close 
of the booths. Every year the need of such an amendment 
is more apparent; we have for four years sought this im
provement in our election machinery, but our requests 
have been ignored; wc must demand this reform again, 
and insist upon its enactment. A Redistribution Bill is 
needed badly. There should be one man districts in out- 
ports, and resolutions covering this matter will be sub
mitted to you before we close this Convention. 1 trust you 
will give careful consideration to this matter and back up 
the proposals with all your strength.

Defeated Ministers Retained Despite the Will of 
the People.—The Country has been astonded over the

delay by the Government in filling the vacancies caused by 
the deafet of Messrs. Blandford and Morison in Bonavista 
District by such sweeping majorities. It will be remem
bered that Mr. Blandford received a majority of about 
2500 in 1908. The Union Candidates knocked out this 
great majority and polled a majority on their side of about 
1800, and even 2000 in the case of Mr. Morison. In the 
face of such facts the Government have kept those men in 
their offices, scorning public opinion and the electorate of 
Bonavista Bay. No greater insult was ever hurled at a 
free people than this action of Sir Edward Morris entails. 
If those men are not removed from office by the time this 
Convention closes we should strongly memoralize the Gov
ernor, and appoint a deputation to present a memorial. Wc 
as a Union cannot allow any Government to defie the pub
lic wishes so outrageously. It shows that the Government 
propose to rule by any means, be they lawful or unlawful, 
right or wrong, honest or dishonest. The people of Bona
vista Bay have spoken and in no uncertain way, and their 

wishes must be respected or 
we must consider other means 
than voting to enforce our 
wishes. Never was such a 
flagrant breach of the Consti
tution so brazenly flung in the 
face of the people concerned. 
Those men should have retired 
ten days ago, or should have 
been asked to resign and their 
positions filled by the appoint
ment of two men who were re
turned in the elections for Pro
testant districts. What is the 
use of the enjoyment of Re
sponsible Government and a 
Constitution, unless the obli
gations under it are observed J 
And if the Prime Minister is 
remiss in the duties of his high 
office, then the duty of the 
people is, to appeal to the 
Crown’s representative and 
failing to receive proper con
sideration, the remedy is left 
to the people s discretion, for 
the Constitution would be 
found but a farce, and those 
responsible for its administra
tions and proper operation 
would be proven false to their 

trust, and upon them would fall the responsibility of abus
ing the Constitution, restricting the liberty of the people 
and outraging the feelings of the Commonwealth. We will 
not be passive under such provocations, and if provoked 
further we must take upon ourselves the responsibility of 
considering the advisability of making sure that in the 
Northern districts, Law and Order are respected, not as 
dictated by Grab-allism but by the wishes of the people 
under power conferred upon us by the Constitution and by 
British Established Standards of Fair Play.

Labors Abundant. Since I have started the Union 
I have addressed 340 Public Meetings, which occupied 750 
hours. Those meetings contained 40,000 persons. If 
someone could be found ready to do for the South what I 
have done North, the Country would call him blessed. 
Will not some able Roman Catholic citizen, animated by 
the desire to uplift Country and Countrymen volunteer to 
take the field and organize the West. An esteemed friend 
and ardent Unionist, Mr. M. E. Hawco, of Holyrood, has 
offered to organize the F.P.U. in Harbor Main District. I
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wish to thank him on my own behalf and yours for his 
patriotic action and zeal on behalf of the extension of the
F. P.U. and the uplifting of his fellow countrymen in his 
section of the Island. We all wish him every success and 
will be proud to learn of the progress he makes during the

Finance.—The statement for 1912 show receipts of 
$10,358.86, including balance forwarded from 1911, while 
the expenditure amounted to $3,722.55, which left $6,- 
636.32 as the credit balance for 1912. The accounts for 
1912 were mailed to all Councils in the New Year and 1 
presume have been carefully considered. The accounts 
for 1913 will be printed and mailed to all Councils at the 
end of the year. Up to the present this year's expenditure, 
including expenses for elections, motor boat expenses, 
solicitor’s fee, watch for President, amounted to about 
$4,500; while the receipts and discounts account and credit 
balance from 1912 amount now to about $12,000. This 
does not include any assessments for 1913. Out of this 
sum about $5,000 has been loaned to the Publishing Co. 
on mortgage to purchase the Duplex Press and other equip
ment. The discount account will bring in about $5,000 
this year, which is over 100 per cent, more than received 
last year. Every Council should purchase tobacco, tea, 
butter and oilclothes through the Union and thus aid in in
creasing the discounts derived from the purchase of those 
articles which go into Union 
Funds. Why not make it $10,- 
000 for 1914; won't every 
Council aid; all can do some
thing. Remember not one 
cent of such discounts come 
out of your pockets.

Delegates.—It is indeed a 
pleasure to me to find so many 
Delegates assembled here to
day from so many distant and 
near towns and settlements.
Your presence indicate the 
great interest manifested in 
the affairs of your Union by 
the Local Councils. Many 
Councils were unable to send 
Delegates owing to the great 
expense which would be incurred in travelling to and from 
distant places, but they have written me, intimating they 
will loyally stand by us in every action we deem it proper 
to take in the furtherance of the work we are here to ad
vance. May our deliberations prove highly beneficial to 
our common Country, our Union, our Councils and our
selves, and may this Fifth Annual Convention be as suc
cessful and beneficial as the four preceding it. I now de
clare this Council open for the transaction of business, and 
we will pass on to the next item in the order of business.

It was resolved on motion that a Committee be ap
pointed to draft a reply to the President's address, and the 
following were appointed W. B. Jennings, John Guppy, 
John Kelly, Charles Woolridge and Michael Keys.

The following Committee on Finance was appointed: 
—John Abbott, J. G. Stone, George Jones, Archibald Elliott 
and William Joyce, jr.

The following Committee on the Constitution was ap
pointed:—Dugald White, Job Womell, A. L. Rowe, Fred 
House and Noah Smith.

The following Resolution was proposed by friend J.
G. Stone and seconded by friend Job Womell. The Reso
lution was spoken to by Delegates from all Union Districts, 
enthusiastically supported, and was unanimously passed:

Whereas the actual control and management of local 
affairs in this Colony outside the City of St. John's is ex

ercised by boards and persons appointed by the Govem-

And whereas appointments are made in opposition dis
tricts on the nomination of defeated candidates, and local 
affairs of such districts are in reality conducted altogether 
by representatives of minorities in such districts;

And whereas this practice tends to rewards and pun- 
'"shments for partisan reasons, and is therefore essentially 
corrupt ;

And whereas the people at large have no direct con- 
rrol over those local matters which vitally affect their 
health and comfort;

And whereas the control of such matters ought to be 
rree from partisanship, political influence and graft;

Resolved that the Government be requested to pass 
an Act establishing Municipal Boards enabling the people 
to elect Boards to expend all local Special Main Line 
Grants, and the Public Grants amounting to less than 
$1000.00, and the per Capita Grant for public charities.

Further resolved that in all local matters not managed 
by Boards appointed under the said Act, the elected repre
sentatives of the districts to the House of Assembly, ought 
to be consulted by the Government, and that appointments 
and expenditures ought not to be made on advice of de
feated candidates.

The following Resolution was proposed by friend Job 
Womell, seconded by friend 
John Guppy, supported by 
numbers of the Delegates and 
unanimously passed:

Whereas the Hon. Donald 
Morison, Minister of Justice, 
and the Hon. Sydney D. 
Blandford, Minister of Agri
culture, were defeated by 
large majorities in the late 
General Election, and now 
hold their offices without seats 
in the Assembly;

And whereas it is rumoured 
that to enable these men to 
continue in office, it is the in
tention of the Government to 
obtain leave to enlarge the 

Legislative Council, and appoint the said persons to the 
additional seats;

Be it resolveds (I) That defeated office holders dis
missed by their constituents should not be allowed to con
tinue in office; (2) that offices vacated by reason of the 
people’s decision should not be filled from a Council made 
up of men who are not representative of the people at 
large; (3) that important Executive Government offices 
should not be held by other than elected representatives of 
the people; (4) that the Legislative Council, for which in 
this Colony there is little justification at best, should not 
be made a place of refuge for defeated candidates; (5) 
that any scheme for escaping the full and free decision of 
the people at large on the filling of the offices in question, 
and on the men named, especially on the present Minister 
of Justice, will be bitterly resented by the people of New
foundland; (6) that a copy of this Resolution be forward
ed to His Excellency the Governor for transmission to the 
Right Honourable the Secretary for the Colonies.

The following Resolution was proposed by friend G. 
Jones, seconded by friend Edward Bishop and unanimous
ly adopted :

Whereas the membership of the Legislative Council 
has been increased since 1900 from fifteen to twenty-three ;

And whereas it is rumored that another increase is 
contemplated, to provide places for two Ministers of the
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Crown defeated at the late General Election, and the num
ber of members is out of all due proportion to the mem
bership of the Assembly ;

And whereas the membership of the Council is wholly 
unrepresentative of the Fishermen of the Colony, and is 
composed entirely of mercantile and professional persons, 
the majority of whom have never served the people in any 
public capacity ;

Resolved—That we emphatically condemn the in
creases have been made; that we protest most earnestly 
against any further increase; that any increase for the 
special purpose referred to will be regarded by the people 
at large as a calculated defiance of the will of the people 
expressed at the polls; that the appointment of representa
tives of the "classes," especially of men who have no re
cord of public service, and whose appointments are usual
ly the reward of mere party loyalty, or in return for fin
ancial aid to party funds, is an outrage upon the people of 
the Colony, and a menace to the Government of the peo
ple by the people;

Further resolved that a copy of these Resolutions be 
transmitted to His Excellency the Governor, with a request 
that as the Legislative Council cannot be enlarged without 
the consent of Hie Majesty's Government, a copy hereof 
may be transmitted to His Majesty through the Right Hon
ourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

The following Resolutions 
was proposed by friend Dugald 
White, seconded by friend Job 
Wornell :

Whereas the area of sevenl 
existing electoral divisions is 
so extensive as to make can
vassing and representation 
thereof a very onerous under-

And whereas the local needs 
of large districts are frequent
ly very much diversified, and 
those of one portion some
times adverse to those of other 
portions;

And whereas under the pre
sent system sn elector in one 
district may be entitled to vote for one candidate;

And whereas in view of the existing method of voting 
money on a sectarian basis for education, sectarian repre
sentation is a matter of denominational importance;

Resolved that in the opinion of this Council : (I) The 
Legislature should enact a measure for the Redistribution 
of seats in the Assembly; (2) that such a measure should 
provide for one member constituencies; (3) that two ad
ditional seats—or 38 in all —should be provided for, to give 
a fair proportion to the Protestant people : (3) that in 
thirteen of these constituencies the Roman Catholic elec
tors should be in a majority; (5) that in twentv-flve of 
these constituencies the Protestant electors should be in a 
mapority; (6) that a copy of these Resolutions be for
warded to the Premier, with a request that a Bill should 
he introduced into the Assembly by the Government.

The Committee to draft a reply to the President's ad
dress. submitted the following reply :

Mr. President,—The Committee appointed to draft a 
reply to the speech delivered by you at the opening of this 
Convention, have fully considered the matters referred to 
in your address and beg to submit the following reply :

Section 1. —With pleasure we attend the Fifth Annual 
Convention of the Supreme Council of the F.P.U., and re
joice to know that our Union has been wonderfully 
strengthened by the results of the recent General Elec

tions, which has demonstrated in a wonderful degree the 
strength, influence and stability of the Union. We con
gratulate you, sir, upon the magnificent victory you won in 
Bonavista. All hearts were eager to learn of what our 
brother Fishermen in the old Tory stronghold of Bonavista 
would do to save the Union, and the noble stand taken by 
our friends there has gladdened our hearts, increased our 
loyalty to the Union and strengthened our confidence in 
you, sir, to a remarkable degree. We say "God bless you" 
friends of Bonavista, and may plenty and contentment fol
low you, while you so gallantly uphold Unionism amongst 
you. We congratulate friends Abbott, Winsor, Stone, Tar- 
gett, Jennings, Halfyard, Hickman and Grimes upon their 
election as Union members of the House of Assembly. We 
greatly regret the defeat of friend Barrett who lost by only 
ten votes, but we recognize that he was not defeated by 
fair means. We trust that every Union member in Bay de 
Verde District will be determined in future to cast their 
votes for and to stand by the men of their own selection. 
One of the biggest crimes ever committed against the Col
ony was the return of such a character as Crosbie for Bay 
de Verde District; we trust that when another election is 
fought that Bay de Verde will join hand in hand with the 
North and send two Union members back to the House of 
Assembly. Bay de Verde District is the only weak spot 
that has developed as a result of the election. In Harbor 

Grace the Union was not fully 
organized, and did not pre
sume to influence the district 
to any great extent. Port de 
Grave Unionists did indeed 
come out nobly and we offer 
them our hearty thanks for 
their noble stand in defence of 
our Union. What we have won 
we must hold, what we have 
lost we must recover. "Up
ward and Onward" must be 
our motto, until we sweep 
everv Grab-all from districts 
where the F.P.U. is organized.

Section 2.—The sectarian 
catchcries of the Grab-alls 
which gave them their men in 

Catholic districts must be dealt with by us as sternly as 
possible, for we must endeavor to the best of our ability 
to kill out such contemptible tactics, and we must leave no 
stone unturned to drive out of public life every man guilty 
of raising such disgraceful issues in order to gain votes by 
them. We endorse the position taken up by The Advocate 
since the elections and trust the same tone will be con
tinued until those villains who were responsible for the 
introduction of such tactics are well ashamed of their con
duct and their names will have become a by-word and a 
reproach to every decent citizen of our Island Home. We 
especially censure A. W. Piccott, W. J. Higgins, William 
Woodford, P. T. McGrath and John Alexander Robinson 
for the despicable part they played in this contemptible

Section 3.—We offer Vice-President Broadens our 
heartiest thanks for the noble and tolerant letter published 
by him in defence of the Union and you, sir. Long may 
he live to be our Vice-President, and we trust that a day 
not far off he may be found amongst our Union members 
in the House.

Section 4.—We feel it our duty to record a strong pro
test against the action of the Prime Minister in allowing 
his followers and the papers supporting him to so basely 
and deliberately slander our President and our Union as 
they were guilty of doing in the recent political campaign,

DEVILS DINING TABLE.
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for they were aware of the fact that Coaker was no Social
ist and that the Union in no way contemplated any inter
ference with established denominational system of educa
tion in the Colony. Neither by word or deed has the Union 
been guilty of any of the charges made by the candidates 
and papers supporting Sir E. P. Morris, and we are astound 
ed that a man holding such a high office could stoop so low 
as to permit such slanderous and disgraceful tactics to be 
used against innocent men in order to fool simple-minded 
Catholic voters into voting for Grab-allism.

Section 5.—We are all glad to note that thirty-seven 
Local Councils and one District Council were established 
the past year, making a total of one hundred and ninety 
Local Councils and seven District Councils, and that you 
were enabled to find time to visit so many Union harbors 
during the year. The records show that you have held 
about eighty public meetings during the year and 
visited over one hundred ports where Local Coun
cils are in operation; we are thankful for the 
Divine care which followed you in your tours 
not only the past year but since you started the work, for 
the wonderful record you possess of having addressed 340

Fortune and Burgeo Districts also organized and we trust 
it won't be long before Placentia District will possess 
many Councils of our Union. We are pleased to learn 
that friend Hawco of Hoi y rood proposes to establish the 
Union in Harbor Main District during the coming winter; 
our best wishes go with him and we invite the Sons of Toil 
residing in that district to throw off all connection with 
Grab-allism and to make a supreme effort to secure by 
unity and harmony through the F.P.U. benefits that will 
uplift themselves and prove a blessing to their children.

Section 7.—We endorse here the arrangement made 
by you in co-operating with the Liberal Party in the fight 
to oust Grab-allism which you did in accordance with the 
authority conferred upon you by this Council, and we re
cord our utter contempt for the traitor Yates who degraded 
himself so low as to attempt to hold you up to public ridi
cule because you co-operated with the Liberal Party in the 
recent elections. Yates received his proper deserts at the 
hands of our loyal friends of Twillingate District and may 
his punishment prove a lesson to all who would follow his 
bad example. To our esteemed and honored friends John 
Loder, Allan G. Hudson and Arthur Samson our sincere

S.S. NEPTUNE-FISHING CREWS ON WAY TO THE COAST.

public meetings containing 40,000 persons during the last 
five years is not only one to be proud of, but one that we 
all should be very thankful for. Your 1100 mile tour 
North this summer past, when you visited 73 harbors in 
your little "F.P.U." motor yacht along the worst portion of 
our coast, and without a pilot is indeed remarkable, our 
hope is that God will bless your work abundantly and pre
serve your health and life far beyond the span allotted to

Section 6.—We are indeed glad to know that ranks 
have grown to such dimensions, and that 2700 Toilers came 
forward to enrol since this Council last met. Our ranks 
have grown to the number of 18,000 and our hearts should 
be over-flowing with gratitude and our enthusiasm and con
fidence should be of the highest quality in view of the 
wonderful success which has followed your efforts, sir, to 
organize this F.P.U., for we now number nearly 1000 to 
one you first started this movement with only five years 
ago; we trust the same wonderful success will follow our 
work along the West Coast, for we learn that friend Stone 
is about to visit Burin District to establish Councils of our 
Union in that portion of the Colony. We would like to sec

thanks are due for their manly and reasonable conduct in 
withdrawing as selected candidates in order to permit a 
rearrangement by the President to meet the necessities of 
the political situation which presented itself in September. 
We therefore record our high appreciation of their actions 
and as a mark of our high esteem we hereby propose that 
friends John Loder, Allan G. Hudson and Arthur Samson 
be recognized as members of this Supreme Council, while 
they remain members in good standing in their respective 
Local Councils and that an intimation to this effect be sent 
them by our worthy Secretary.

Section 8.—We endorse all you say, sir, in reference 
to demanding from the Government recognition of the re
presentatives of districts which have returned Union mem
bers. We therefore consider that a memorial should be 
presented to the Government demanding that the affairs of 
Port de Grave, Trinity, Bonavista, Fogo, Twillingate and 
St. Barbe be administered by the members of those dis
tricts, and that Mr. Hickman be consulted in reference to 
Bay de Verde District matters, and we hereby empower 
our esteemed President to take what steps he deems ne
cessary and prudent in order to secure the observance of
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our proposal in relation to this matter, in the 
event of the refusal of the Government to meet 
our wishes. What steps you decide to take we
by this resolution bind ourselves and the F.P.U., 
to abide by and support, and we invite all concern
ed to rally around our President and support him in every 
possible way in event of his reasonable demands being re
fused. We will not tolerate for one hour the outrage of

permitting a defeated candidate to control or administer 
public affairs in any district wherein the F.P.U. is organ- 
ed. Should such be attempted we will oppose by all means 
«n our power any arrangements made by them. We must 
not willingly cause trouble, but if trouble is brought about 
by the deliberate ignoring of our wishes, we will not stand 
by idly and suffer such treatment with impunity. We re
present fully four-fifths of the people in Union districts 
and we demand without qualification that the men we 
have elected to represent us, and to look after our 
public affairs should be given full control over all 
public matters that pertains to the districts we have 
named. The people must rule, and not a few heelers 
and grabbers in a few settlements. We approve of 
your suggestion to demand the enactment of a law to 
provide Municipal Boards to expend local moneys, 
and we recommend this Council to consider resolu
tions upon this matter before we close this Conven-

Section 9.—-We approve of all you have said in 
reference to a Redistribution Bill providing for one 
man outport constituencies, and we trust that resolu
tions upon this matter will also be «considered by this 
Convention. We agree with all you have said about 
the conduct of the Government in relation to the way 
they have ignored the decision of Bonavista Bay by 
allowing Messrs. Blandford and Morison to continue 
to hold seats in the Executive and the Departments 
of Justice and Agriculture, and we trust that resolu
tions upon this matter also will be dealt with by this 
Council.

Section 10.—We are pleased to find your appeal for 
funds to purchase a motor boat for conveying you on 
visitation tours met with such a response, and we trust the 
boat will prove of much benefit to you and make your 
travelling easier and convenient. The gift was no burden 
to Unionists for amongst so many, a little from most would 
amount to quite a sum. We are glad to know our gift of a 
watch was so highly appreciated by our members and that

they regard it as but a slight recognition of their apprecia
tion of the work you have accomplished in their behalf.

Section 11.—We note with pleasure that twelve per
manent Union Stores have been added to the number in 
operation, and seven other places enjoy the benefits of 
having temporary stores the past fall, making in all thirty- 
two in operation. We hope more capital will be subscribed 
by Union members and thus enable the Company to oper

ate more stores and keep them fully stocked. 
We commend all Councils to do their utmost to 
sell more shares in the Trading Co. and Pub
lishing Co., for there must be no standing still 
with us, our work must expand and grow and if 
the Trading Co. is to grow it must have more 
capital to meet the demands for larger stocks 
and more stores. That thirty-two stores, a 
steamer, a clothing factory and a waterside 
premises has been operated and a trade this 
year of $400,000 has been transacted by the 
Company are matters for much congratulation 
and encouragement, for all this has been ac
complished within eighteen months. We are 
pleased that the Company purchased a steamer 
to meet the demands of the freight and coal 
traffic and all should be proud of the possession 
of the Fishermen of such a ship. It is indeed 
an eye-opener to the bitter opponents of the 
Union, we trust their eyes will yet behold 
greater achievements. The payment of a ten 
per cent, dividend for 1912 was indeed a bitter 
pill to Grab-alls opposed to us, but it showed 

v hat could be done by careful management backed by 
15,000 men in an organization.

Section 12.—We are pleased with the progress of The 
Advocate, and we convey to you esteemed President the 
appreciation of the F.P.U. for your great work in connec
tion with our wonderful paper. We are pleased with its 
tone and style and would not like to see any change. We 
are glad to know you intend to stand by The Advocate and

that its great work on our behalf and on behalf of the Col
ony will be continued just as it has been going on for the 
past five years. We trust every possible member will sub
scribe for it and that many will take up the stock of the 
Company which is selling at $1.00 per share. The pur
chase of "The Chronicle" Duplex Press was highly ap
preciated by Unionists and we rejoice to fine The Advocate 
has such a fine home and is printed as an up-to-date paper.

THE S.S. NEPTUNE AWAITING THE MAIL.

CAPT., MATE AND CHIEF ENGINEER OF S.S. NEPTUNE.
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fair and very undesirable that ballot boxes should be car
ried about for hundreds of miles without proper safe
guards and it is desirable that the people know the result 
of the poll as soon as possible, and learn how each harbor 
voted. We demand those amendments and empower you 
to do all in your power to obtain these, Mr. President. 

Respectfully submitted -
WALTER B. JENNINGS 
MICHAEL KEYS 
CHARLES WOOLRIDGE 
JOHN KELLY 
JOHN GUPPY.

The Finance Committee submitted the following re
port:

Mechanics' Hall, St. John’s, Dec. 4th, 1913. 
Mr. President,—The Committee appointed to con

sider the financial affairs of this Council have met and 
adopted the following report:

Section I.—We find the F.P.U. in good financial 
pleased with the meetings standing, having as its estimated assets $7282.99, which

RAILWAY BEND AT CURLING.

We will be able to explain to our friends on our return 
The Advocate's progress, and how it is printed and what a 
home it has. We wish it every success and again extend 
to you our best thanks for what you have done for us in 
the shape of providing a Fishermen’s paper. Continue, 
Mr. President, as you are going and may even greater suc
cess attend The Advocate. The circulation which is 
now 9000 copies per issue makes it the greatest paper in 
the Island. We arc pleased to find the Publishing Co. paid 
a ten per cent, dividend for 1912.

Section 13.—We are pleased to find so many Councils 
building Union Halls and Stores and we are amazed with 
such success in this respect. We congratulate the Coun
cils which erected such fine stores and premises during the 
past year, and when we consider the Union possess pro
perty worth $50,000 in the shape of buildings our loyalty 
is strengthened and our faith increased, for unless we were 
working in the interest of Right those wonderful achieve
ments would not be ours.

Section 14.—We were 
and parade last March for 
the Sealers, and we now re
cognize that the great meet
ings and parade were but 
the proper indications of 
the feelings of the Toilers 
for their Union and Poli
tical Party, and those who 
ignored them and the lesson 
they were intended to 
teach, must now feel small 
and vish they had their 
time over again. We trust 
that you will be enabled to 
continue those meetings 
from year to year, Mr.
President, and when crews 
gather next March may they 
again be privileged to at
tend another Union Sealers'
Meeting.

Section IS.—We endorse 
your remarks concerning 
the fisheries. The lobster 
fisher) will soon be a thing 
of the past, unless such pr >- 
posais as you have advo
cated are adopted. We strong 
ly believe in a standard 
cull for fish and the Union is 
ready to do its part in improving the cure of fish, when 
laws are passed in accordance with the proposals made by 
this Council.

Section 16.—We approve of your suggestion to enrol 
Union sympathizers for three months, January, February 
and March at a fee of $1.00, and we recommend that all 
who join over the age of 70 be admitted free and be re
leased from paying any dues; and we empower you, Mr. 
President, to permit Councils to enrol such candidates in 
accordance with this section and resolution. We trust every 
Local Council will pay Assessments for all members on the 
roll and not keep back from this Council the dues that be
long to it. This has been an expensive year upon this 
Council owing to the elections and the incurring of other 
expenses, therefore we trust every effort will be made to 
aid the Supreme Council Funds.

Section 17.—Your protest against stuffing the Legisla
tive Council which is but a useless ornament; and if it 
were abolished altogether the Colony would be no worse 
off. The Ballot Act should be amended also, for it is un-

we are fully justified in saying is a splendid showing and 
a marked increase over last year, which goes to show that 
in spite of all opposition that the Union is rapidly pro
gressing under the leadership of our worthy President.

Section 2.—We recommend all members who can to 
purchase shares in the Trading Company, which Company 
is we believe the back bone of the Union, and in order to 
carry it out effectively we must have more capital in order 
to keep plenty of stock in the stores now operated, and to 
operate additional stores when required.

Section 3.—We appreciate the action of the President 
in declining to accept the amount of salary voted him, 
which means $ 1200.00 saved to the F.P.U. funds annually, 
or $4800.00 for the past four years. We would rather he 
accepted the full amount of his salary, viz., $150.00 per 
month, the amount voted him by the Supreme Council. 
This alone is proof of his unselfishness.

Section 4.—We also recommend that the President be 
empowered to purchase $500.00 worth of shares in the new 
opposition paper, The Daily Mail; also to expend the sum
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tf >500.00 in connection with matters that may arise from 
recent elections. We also empower him to pay all ex
penses in connection with operating and organizing the 
Union and in the performing of his duties as President. 
We further approve of the loan to the Union Publishing 
Co. of $5000.00 upon the mortgage which was made the 
past year and empower him to make any further loans to 
the Publishing Company that may be deemed advisable.

Respectfully submitted- - 
J. G. STONE 
GEORGE JONES 
JOHN ABBOTT 
ARCHIBALD ELLIOTT 
WILLIAM JOYCE.

The following Resolution was proposed by friend W. 
L. Jennings, seconded by friend Charlie Woolridge, and 
adopted :

Whereas Hon. D. Morison, Minister of Justice, and 
the Hon. Sydney Blandford, Minister of Agriculture and 
Mines, both members of the Executive Council, were de
feated by very large majorities in the General Election 
held in October last, but still continue to hold their offices;

And whereas it is a violation of sound Constitutional 
practice under Representative Government that persons

not members of the Government should be advisers of His 
Excellency the Governor, or the holders of Ministerial

And whereas if elections for the vacant offices be not 
soon proclaimed the inclemency of winter weather may 
he advanced as an excuse for further delay;

Resolved —That the aforesaid offices should not longer 
be held by the present incumbents; that their successors 
should be appointed at once; that the elections should be 
held without delay; that failure to act in this matter with 
expedition will be resented as a violation of sound prin
ciple and public right; that a copy of this resolution be 
forwarded to His Excellency the Governor.

The following Resolution was proposed by friend A. 
G. Hudson, seconded by friend Job Womell, and adopted:

Whereas the present method of counting ballots un
der the Election Act results in great delay in announcing 
results, and this is disturbing to public business;

And whereas the system exposes the ballots to dan
ger of loss or injury, and the result may at any election

occur that the expense of a contract in a constituency may 
have to be repeated;

And whereas the law does not provide for adequate 
'dentification of ballots, or sufficiently for the protection of 
boxes on their way to the Returning Officer after elections;

Resolved—That the Government be asked to amend 
the Election Act of 1913; that counting should take place 
in booths immediately after the close thereof; that ballots 
should be perforated immediately before use with special 
machines provided for that purpose; that the boxes on 
their way to the Returning Officer should be accompanied 
by agents nominated by opposing sides and appointed by 
the Returning Officer; that candidates personally be pre
vented from entering the private voting room when illiter
ate voters are voting.

A letter was read from Sir Robert Bond who express
ed himself as being pleased to accept the invitation to ad
dress the Council at the night's meeting, and would cer
tainly be in attendance if the attack of rheumatism from 
which he was suffering did not prevent him.

The election of officers for the ensuing year resulted 
as follows: President, W. F. Coaker, re-elected for the 
Oth year; Vice-President, Andrew Broaders, re-elected foi 
the 2nd year; Secretary-Treasurer, W. W. Halfyard, re

elected for the 2nd year.
Each officer received an 

unanimous vote. Appro
priate addresses were de
livered by each of the of
ficers, who expressed their 
high appreciation of the 
esteemed honor conferred 
upon them, and would en
deavor to retain the confi
dence and support of each 
member of the mighty anil 
noble organization, by de
voting their time, ability 
and energy to the further 
advancement of the cause 
v hich all true Unionists 
hold so dearly to their

Proposed by John Abbott, 
seconded by George Bishop, 
and resolved that the Re
solution re Sealing Agree
ment from Bonavista Dis
trict Council be adopted as 
read. It read as follows:

Whereas it was unanimously decided at last Supreme 
Convention of the F.P.U. that all sealing steamers should 
be provided with better food, improved accommodation, 
and old seals should be protected;

And whereas an Agreement was made between the 
Sealing Steamer Owners, and the President of the Fisher
men^ Protective Union, that this would be carried into

And whereas it has come to our notice that some 
steamer owners did not carry out this Agreement;

Therefore be it resolved that this Supreme Council 
pass a Resolution to the effect that all steamer owners be 
compelled by law to carry out the Agreement in every 
particular.

A Resolution re the granting of Coastal Contracts was 
read, debated upon, and deferred for further consideration.

The routine work of the Convention was suspended 
to afford the Delegates the opportunity of being entertain
ed by some of the Liberal-Union Candidates, who are not 
members of the Union. Many of our Liberal friends and

THE ADVOCATE NEWSBOYS.
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sympathizers of the City attended the meeting. President 
Coaker occupied the chair, and the following gentlemen 
respectively addressed the audience, viz.: Messrs. Kent, 
Lloyd, Dwyer, Hickman and H. E. Cowan. Each speaker 
was enthusiastically received, and the applause at inter
vals was deafening. Incidents of the recent election fight 
were recited, and although the Liberal-Union Party was 
defeated, yet the defeat was more honorable than the vic
tory of our opponents. Our opponents are ashamed of 
the tactics which gave them a majority of seats in the Leg
islature, with a minority vote of the electorate. It was one 
of the most eventful meetings in the history of the F.P.U., 
when some of the most honorable and best educated men 
in the Country expressed themselves as being in sympathy 
with the aims and objects of 
the Union.
Mechanics’ Hall, St. John’s,

December 6th, 1913.
Pursuant to adjournment 

the President declared the 
Council open at 10.30 a.m.
Arrangements were made for 
proceeding to the Government 
House. On motion the Coun
cil adjourned to meet again 
after calling upon His Excel
lency the Governor. The 
Council adjourned at 10.45

The Council numbering 
about 120 then proceeded to 
the Government House. When 
arriving there His Excellency 
the Governor met the Presi
dent and the officers and very 
graciously invited every mem
ber of the Convention to come 
into His House. His Excel
lency and Mrs. Davidson 
shook hands with the Dele
gates and all were ushered 
into the Council Chamber.

President Coaker in a few 
well chosen words explained 
to His Excellency the object 
of the Supreme Council of the 
F.P.U. in waiting upon His 
Excellency and presented him 
with a set of Resolutions, deal
ing with the retention in office 
by the present Government of 
the two defeated Ministers,
Messrs. Morison and Bland- 
ford, and with the increase in 
the membership of the Legis
lative Council. His Excellency the Governor being asked 
to forward the latter Resolution to the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies. The President assured His Excellency 
of the loyalty of the members of the F.P.U. to the King 
and Crown of Great Britain, and would endeavor to main
tain law and order in the land, and only hoped that the 
true spirit of our constitutional rights as a British Colony 
would be maintained.

His Excellency expressed himself as being pleased to 
receive into his house a deputation representing such a 
large and influential organization. He recognized the poli
tical power of the Union, and he would earnestly consider 
its wishes. His object was to treat all classes alike and 
govern according to the constitution and laws of the land.

The meeting opened at 8 p.m., President Coaker in

the chair. Besides the Delegates and Unionists a number 
of non-union friends were among the audience. The 
speakers of the evening were J. G. Stone, A. Targett, G. 
F. Grimes, W. W. Half yard and the President, W. F.

Wonderful had been the many accomplishments of 
the Union, but the fight for the amelioration of the Con
dition of the working classes of the Country had only be
gun. The economic conditions still needed adjustment, 
and the political atmosphere was still very impure. The 
President exhorted all to be true as steel to the Union 
principles and with the continued support of the noble 
army of honest intelligent Fishermen a new era would 
soon dawn, and the many crying evils in our political life 

would be eliminated. The fight 
for clean government was 
now on, and it would be a fight 
to a finish till the voice of the 
people would be heard, and 
those who were ignominously 
defeated at the polls should 
resign from offices of emolu
ment and trust. The power 
and the influence of the Union 
would be felt in every hamlet 
in the Country in the near

New Councils are being 
started every week and short
ly North, South, East and West 
will be one unit working for 
the uplift of every one in the 
Country. The many prejudices 
which keep people of the same 
community at variance must 
be eradicated, and as a gov
ernment by the people, of the 
people and for the people, 
Newfoundland will take its 
place among the countries 
which stand for true happi
ness, prosperity and progress.

Reference was made to the 
event of the Convention, viz.: 
the gracious reception given 
the Council by His Excellency 
Governor Davidson. Our visit 
to the Government House 
would form an extra page for 
the future historian of our 
Country.

Proposed by D. White, sec
onded by J. Loder, and re-

That the minutes be adopted

The meeting closed with the National Anthem.
The non-unionists retired.
On motion the minutes were considered as read and 

adopted.
Proposed by John Guppy, seconded by Elias Chalk, 

and resolved—
That the Fifth Annual Convention of the Fishermen s 

Protective Union of Newfoundland do now close.
The Convention closed at 11 p.m. with the singing of 

the National Anthem.

W. F. COAKER, President.
W. W. HALFYARD, Secretary.

ROMAINES BRIDGE.
This is the first reinforced concrete bridge built in the 
country and all parts, even the rails, are of concrete.

as read.



Journal of Proceedings
OF THE SIXTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF 

THE FISHERMEN'S PROTECTIVE UNION, HELD AT CATALINA, 

NOVEMBER I6TH, 17TH, 18TH AND 19TH, 1914.

Orange Hall, Catalina, November 16th, 1914.
HE Sixth Annual Convention of the Supreme Council 
of the Fishermen's Protection Union of Newfoundland 

was opened for the transaction of business by the Presi
dent, W. F. Coaker.

The President delivered his Sixth 
follows:

My Frif.nds:—It is with pleasure 1 
welcome you all to this Sixth Annual 
Convention of our Union. Last year 
we met at St. John's and the Conven
tion was a splendid success. This year 
we meet at loyal Catalina for the 
second time, we having met here for 
our second Convention in 1910.

Thf. War.—We have met to-day un
der circumstances which cause every 
man here to reflect deeply, for since the 
4th of August, Great Britain has been 
at war with Germany and Austria, and 
the great struggle dreaded by humanity 
for the last thirty years is now being 
decided, and before it is brought to a 
close there will probably be three mil
lion less men alive than there were on 
the 4th of August, and the map of 
Europe will be altered very consider
ably. 1 believe Germany to be the ag
gressor, and upon the head of the Ger
man Emperor must rest the responsi
bility for this life and death strug
gle amongst twenty millions of armed men. 1 believe 
that this war will end war, for no people will 
ever again permit Governments to wage war and 
every people after this will take the power of declar
ing war from Kings and Governments and place it in their 
•*twn hands. The masses of the world will, in my opinion, 
he happier than they were before the war, as a result of 
which Liberty and Freedom will be established every 
where and the great expenditures of former years for 
Armies and Navies will almost cease. This vast wealth 
will then be utilized for the social improvement of the peo
ple. These improved conditions for the masses will be se
cured at a tremendous cost of blood and gold, far surpass
ing the cost of all former struggles known to history.

Armageddon of Scripturf..—This is the Armageddon 
of Scripture and you must bravely bear the sacrifices which 
we are called upon to make as our portion of the cost of 
this struggle. I do not mean only the cost of the New
foundland Volunteer Regiment, but the extra cost for food 
and the lower price for produce. Newfoundland’s suffer
ings, although they appear considerable to many of us, are 
but a small matter as compared with what European na

tions have to endure. Let all bear their burden bravely 
and exercise every economy in the use of money and food. 
If the war endures a year, our sufferings will greatly in
crease from month to month. Few can imagine what 
wretched conditions will prevail if war continues for one 

year. The only ray of sunshine to 
brighten the dreary path which must be 
trod by all by the 1st of June next is 
that of permanent peace and universal 
improvement in the condition of the 
masses of the world and the great and 
abiding influence of our Empire and 
especially the Mother Country for good 
throughout the world. This war will so 
transform civilization that wonderful 
changes will result which must bring 
about improvements in the life, living 
and toil of the masses such as will re
pay a thousandfold the sacrifices all 
must now make. The result of the 
struggle so far proved that our genera
tion is just as brave, resourceful and 
daring as any in the annals of the his
tory of the race. The British Army and 
Navv in this war have fully lived up to 
the best traditions of the glorious Brit
ish past. If the struggle continues for 
a year, it is probable that many of Terra 
Nova's sons will be called upon to up
hold the British flag in foreign lands, 
for Britain must conquer in this fight. 

’.Ve all pray that this gigantic struggle will speedily end 
and with honor to our Empire and peace be permanently 
established, but after the sacrifices all have made and the 
awful cost, even to date, none will wish for peace until it 
can be secured on terms which will insure the accomplish
ment of the aims Britain had in view when she set out to 
crush the "mailed fist" which had terrorized Europe so 
many years. Hell must not be let loose upon earth again 
if Britain can prevent it, and therefore this struggle must 
continue until the object sought is attained, no matter what 
the present cost to the Empire.

The Union Party.—The Legislature has met twice 
during the past year. Last winter one of the best fights 
ever put up by an Opposition Party in Newfoundland took 
place in the House of Assembly and I am proud of our 
Party and your decision to establish such a Party in the 
l egislature, for the result of last winter’s work in the 
House must convince all that the proper representatives 
for Parliament in a fishing colony are those representing 
the fishermen, and where Stone, Targett, Winsor, Abbott, 
Halfyard and Jennings came from, more will be forthcom
ing. We are not ashamed of the results of last winter’s

ARCHIBALD TARGETT 
M.H.A. for Trinity.
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session of the Assembly, and if the Union Party could 
serve the country so well during its first trial days in Par
liament, much may be expected after its four years’ ap
prenticeship expires. I much regret having to resign my 
scat for Bonavista, and 1 hope my action in doing so will 
prove highly beneficial to our Union. Mr. Morine will en
ter the House as an Independent member, but I feel sure 
the work of the Union for the betterment of the fisher
men will receive his sympathy, encouragement and sup
port. The public affairs of the Colony are in a serious 
condition and possibly worse than at any time during 
Responsible Government. It is therefore our duty to 
place in Parliament the ablest men available in the 
Colony, and we believe that the great experience and 
undoubted ability of Mr. Morine will if properly 
directed be of great benefit to Parliament in the 
trying days ahead. I will always closely follow the doings 
of my friends in Bonavista District and their best interests 
I shall always strive to advance, no matter what district I 
may represent. As for Twillingate, my home is there. My 
father was born there and my life’s work is there ; but for 
having lived there, I should have never been President of 
n Fishermen’s Union. I know that district well, and I 
know its wants. I shall strive 
continually to improve the 
condition of the toilers there.
It will be a great pleasure to 
work in conjunction with 
friend Jennings who has al
ready demonstrated that he is 
well qualified for the high 
position conferred upon him 
by the toilers of Green Bay.

The Legislative Council.
Last winter, by request of 

the loggers, I introduced into 
the House of Assembly a 
Loggers’ Bill to improve liv
ing and food conditions in the 
camps, and having altered it 
to meet some objections fron 
the employers of loggers, it 
passed through the House 
without a dissenting vote.
It went up to the Legislative 
Council—known to you as 
the “Upper House”—and was there treated with 
scant consideration and killed, without even a second 
reading being granted it. Some went so far as to say 
that not one asked for it and no one wanted it and 
'•t would be time enough to pass a Bill when people asked 
for it. This sort of treatment is just what I expect for all 
measures originating from the F.P.U. and introduced by 
our Party in the House. I do not believe in the necessity 
of an Upper House in this Colony, and as you represent 
half of the electorate it will be vour duty to consider 
whether the Upper House was justified in killing the Log
gers’ Bill and whether you are prepared to stand by me 
and back my efforts to abolish that useless ornament of 
the Legislature. I believe some steps should be taken at 
this Convention to define the F.P.U.’s attitude towards the 
Upper House and to empower the issuing of a petition to 
be signed by the electorate, asking for the passage into law 
of the Loggers’ Bill.

The Constitutional Outrage.—You will recall that 
last vear this Council passed a resolution in reference to 
appointing defeated candidates to the Executive Council 
and to high positions of emolument. You further request
ed that the vacant Departmental positions be alone filled 
by new appointees, who were to appeal to the electorate

for endorsation of their acceptance of office. You also 
pointed out, in resolutions presented to the Governor, that 
failure to do so would be resented as a violation of sound 
constitutional principle and public right. Yet, no sooner 
was the House closed than the Governor appointed Sydney 
Blandford and R. A. Squires to seats in the Upper House 
and then to seats in the Executive Council and to positions 
as Ministers of the Crown. Both of these men had been 
defeated at the polls four months previously, one by a ma
jority of 1800 votes and the other by 1000. It is now your 
duty to (I) Censure the Governor for allowing the Pre
mier to outrage the Constitution in direct violation of 
every principle of Constitutional Self-Government and of 
the public right to approve of appointments to positions of 
emolument and to decide who were or were not to admin
ister the affairs of public departments, and further to 
petition for the recall of the Governor because of his ac
tion in this matter; (2) To demand thedismissal of the two 
men from their seats in the Executive Council which be
long to the elected representatives of the people and which 
have always been assigned to the elected represntatives of 
various sections of the Colony ; (3) To demand from the 
Governor the dismissal of these two men from the posi

tions of emolument which 
they occupy as Heads of the 
Departments of Agriculture 
and Justice, and that. these 
two positions be filled by ap
pointing men who will appeal 
to the electorate to endorse 
their appointments. (4) To 
insist upon the strict observ
ance by the Governor of the 
principles of sound Constitu
tional practice which denies 
the right of any to be ad
visers to the Governor who 
were defeated at the polls by 
popular vote.

The Colony Aroused.— 
The whole Colony was 
aroused over this act of de
ception on the part of the 
Governor and Premier, as 
the Governor had been mem- 
oralized by this Council 

which represents the fishermen, and the Premier 
knew that he did wrong in asking the Governor 
to make these appointments as soon as the House closed, 
a proceeding which he would not have dared to un
dertake while the House was sitting, because of the trouble 
confronting such an action which would come from his own 
supporters in the House, as well as the strongest opposi
tion of the Liberal and Union Parties. If Sir Edward Mor
ris can place two defeated candidates in the Executive and 
make them Ministers of the Crown, in opposition to the 
plainly expressed wish of the electorate, he can make a 
half dozen appointments and thus treat with contempt the 
principles of representative government. Therefore, your 
plain duty is to oppose such an action, not only by petition 
and persuasion, but, if necessary, by the power of the 
sword, for hundreds of years ago our forefathers freely 
died in defence of such principles. If the proper repre
sentatives of the King will not act in response to the peo
ples’ demands for safeguarding the principles of Repre- 
sensative Government, so dear to all Liberty-loving people, 
and will permit offences against those principles to con
tinue with impunity, then it behoves all who love free gov
ernment and the right of popular vote to decide who must 
represent the people as a Government and to defend those

VIEW OF ENGLEE.
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principles, even at the cost of their lives. Governor David
son has proved to be an enemy of popular election and has 
trampled under foot practices followed by all former Gov
ernors. If he can do so with impunity, we may as well 
tear up the Colony's Constitution and make Sir E. P. Mor
ris a Dictator. We believe the Home Government will not 
tolerate such conduct in a Governor of a self-governing 
Colony, and when such conduct is brought to the notice of 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies, steps will be taken 
to prevent a re-occurrence of such outrageous conduct.

The Sealing Disaster.—The country was horror- 
stricken when it learned of the death of 78 of the "New
foundland's" crew during the blizzard of March 31st and 
April 1st, and many homes mourned the death of a father, 
husband, son or brother. The facts of the terrible catas
trophe are well known and need not be repeated by me. 
The utmost indignation was aroused by the failure of the 
Crown to properly investigate the disaster and get down 
to the root of the causes of the loss of so many valuable 
lives. The one predominating feature of the Newfound
land tragedy was the conduct of the master of the 
"Stephano," which lack of good judgment and failure to 
take ordinary precautions are principally responsible for 
the heavy loss of life on that occasion. Captain Kean's 
conduct on that occasion is 
universally condemned, and 
while no one believes that he 
would leave anything undone 
to rescue the men had he 
been convinced that they 
were exposed to the blizzard, 
yet there is no doubt that he 
could have saved all the men 
had he taken proper steps 
and been guided by ordinary 
discretion and the dictates of 
common sense. It is hard to 
account for Capt. Kean’s fail
ure to make a thorough search 
that evening and to conclu
sively prove whether the men 
reached their ship or not, or 
why he did not remove all 
doubts under such sircum- 
stances by calling on the 
steel ships in his immedi
ate vicinity to aid him in making a search. The failure to 
do so is what caused the loss of these 78 men and the per
manent maiming of about a dozen others. It becomes our 
duty, as those representing the sealers, to make sure that 
all possible preventatives of such a disaster happening 
again are adopted and that sealing masters are brought to 
a realization of their responsibility to the country for loss 
of life through blundering such as occurred in the case of 
the "Newfoundland’s" crew. I therefore suggest that you 
take action during the sittings of this Convention to pre
pare a petition which can be signed and presented to the 
House, asking for what you believe will be necessary laws 
to safeguard, as far as possible, the lives of the sealers in 
future, and to take what action you deem proper respect
ing what should be done in Captain Abraham Kean’s case, 
in order to bring home to the masters a proper realization 
of their responsibilities to the country for the loss of life 
under such circumstances as surround the massacre of 78 
of the "Newfoundland’s" crew.

The Sealing Voyage—Last February I had the hon
or of introducing a new Sealing Bill embodying the agree
ment entered into by the steamer owners and myself on 
vour behalf, in 1912, which provided for better food and 
accommodation for sealers. That Bill passed the Lower

House unanimously and was considerably amended in the 
Upper House. These amendments in some cases, greatly 
interfere with the successful operation of the measure, 
and I would like you to review the whole Act and draft 
amendments in view of making the new law more effective 
and workable, as well as to propose additions to the Act, 
calculated to reduce the possibilities of loss of life from 
exposure on the ice in future. 1 am convinced that the 
right of property in panned seals must be prohibited and 
that the owners should pay $1000 for the loss of every man 
dying from exposure on the ice. In my opinion, the en
actment of two such provisions would remove the possi
bility of such disasters as overtook the crews of the 
"Greenland" and "Newfoundland.” The loss of the 
"Southern Cross” with all on board during the blizzard on 
the 31st day of March was the hardest blow the Colony 
ever experienced and one which we trust will never be re
peated. We shall have to provide for a survey of wooden 
ships by a committee of shipbuilders and sealers, and pre
vent any ships from prosecuting the sealing voyage of 
which there is any doubt respecting their stability. Ship
owners must also be compelled by law to insure the men’s 
share of seals. The fact that nothing has been done by the 
Government to investigate the loss of the "Southern 

Cross” and to thoroughly en
quire into the loss of 78 of 
the "Newfoundland’s” crew 
is a deep reflection and 
standing disgrace to the 
Government, and should not 
be lightly passed over by this 
Council. There is no proper 
excuse for the inaction of 
the Government, except that 
of its indifference to the in
terests and rights of the toil
ers and its anxiety to give no 
offence to those otherwise 
interested. I availed of the 
columns of “The Mail and 
Advocate” to express your 
opinion on these matters last 
Spring, and my endeavors in 
that direction were rewarded 
in a manner which has 
taught you that more than 

the Sealers’ Laws require amendment. We must not lose 
sight of these facts and you must not think that our en
deavors to secure a square deal for every man will be ac
complished without much determination, ceaseless toil and 
agitation. I offer my heartfelt sympathy to all who lost 
loved ones on the never-to-be-forgotten March 31st and 
'pril 1st, 1914, and feel sure that you all will join with 
me in the hope that God will comfort them and lighten 
their bereavement as much as may be.

The Union Relief Fund.—The collection taken up 
for the relief of those distressed through the disaster 
amounted to $300,000, which is ample to provide $30,00 
per year for all orphans until they can support themselves. 
Sufficient funds for all purposes are at hand. The F.P.U. 
Disaster Fund amounts to $5000, and you will determine 
now what is to be done with the money. All but a little 
over $1000 was given by the members and connections of 
the F.P.U. A gentleman who has taken quite an interest 
in our work, and who is well known to many of our Green 
Bay friends, gave $1000 to the collection and he has in
formed me that he is willing to allow this Council to allo
cate that sum as it thinks proper, as long as it is devoted 
to relieving suffering in some shape. I am of the opinion 
that we should establish a Permanent Union Fund to re-
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lieve distress ensuing through disaster to life or property 
and all Councils contributing annually to the Fund should 
be alone eligible for assistance from the Fund.

New Councils.—Since we last me. twenty-nine Local 
Councils have been established, viz.:—Red Head Cove, 
Rose Blanche, Kelligrews, Holyrood, Conception Harbor, 
Petty Harbor, Portugal Cove, Branch, Riverhead St. 
Mary’s, North Harbor, Burin St. Lawrence, Fortune, 
Grand Bank, Lamaline, St. Jacques, Wood's Island, Curl
ing, Witless Bay, Penguin Arm, Lark Harbor, Plate Cove, 
Dark Cove, Shambler’s Cove, Harry’s Harbor, Birchy Bay, 
Jackson’s Cove, Burnt Heau, Frenchman’s Cove.

Council's Visited.—Friend Stone visited Burin Dis
trict and established the Councils now operating in that 
district. I had hoped to visit Burin and Fortune Districts 
during this month, but owing to the conditions brought 
about by the war, I could not spare the necessary time 
from St. John’s. When I can find time I shall visit these 
districts and establish 
District Councils.
During the past year 
I visited and address
ed the Councils at 
Petty Harbor, Portu
gal Cove, Kelligrews,
Grate’s Cove, Cata
lina, Bonavista, Cape 
Freels, Cat Harbor,
Tilting, Joe Batt’s 
Arm, Twillingate and 
Leading Tickles. I 
also visited Port Rex- 
ton, Greenspond, Safe 
Harbour, Wesley ville,
Newtown, Doting 
Cove, Seldom, Boyd’s 
Cove, Herring Neck,
Pike’s Arm, Moreton’s 
Hr., Exploits, Change 
Islands, Fogo, Little 
Bay Islands and Nip
per’s Harbor, and at 
all these places I 
found the Councils 
working harmonious'y 
and making steady 
progress.

Councils in Oper
ation—The following 
Councils are in oper- 
tion : Districts—Port- 
de Grave 6, St. Barbe 21, Fogo 16, Bay-de-Verde 15, Hr. 
Grace 6, Bonavista 42, Twillingate 37, Trinity 40, Burin 5, 
other districts 18; total 206.

Membership.—During the past year about 2300 mem
bers enrolled. Last year our roll contained about 17,000 
names. We have now over 20,000 members enrolled in 
the 206 Councils and we have twenty applications for 
Local Councils which I have refrained from establishing 
because of the disturbing conditions growing out of the

Visit to the North.—During July I visited the North 
in the motor boat “F.P.U.," inspected all the stores, and 
held a number of meetings. We had on board for a time 
the motor engine expert, Mr. Trenholm, who attended to 
the adjusting and repairing of engines. The ‘‘F.P.U’s" 
motor driver, C. Bryant, also attended to the wants of a 
large number of engines which were brought to be attend
ed to. The boat worked well and the engine gave splen- 
d'd satisfaction. We made the round trip in a month and

called at about fifty ports. My return was hastened by the 
war situation. I arrived at St. John’s the day after the war 
was declared. The boat is not large enough to be safe in 
nil weathers when on long runds between ports, and I have 
decided to dispose of the boat if a buyer presents himself. 
In that case, a larger boat will be required and 1 suggest 
that you make provision for this purpose.

Union Stores.—Twenty permanent Union Stores are 
now in operation. Two new stores were opened this year 
—Bay Roberts and Scilly Cove. Owing to conditions 
created by the war, which affected the demand for goods, 
we closed a few of the small stores, all of which will be 
again operated when conditions of trade become normal. 
The Trading Company has taken over the store formerly 
used by Mr. J. M. Devine, and when the war terminates, 
will operate it as a retail store for St. John’s. The “Kin- 
tail’s" name has been changed to “Can’t Lose.” When 
the war broke out she was laid up, her insurance being out 

and freight demands 
slack, it was thought 
best not to re-insure 
and operate the ship 
until the war rates 
were reduced.

The Fish Buyers. 
—The fish buyers en
deavored to get‘after 
us because we paid 
$6.00 for fish in out- 
ports when they were 
offering but $5.00, 
and they endeavored 
to cut prices here 
from $6.00 to $5.00 
by the time our $6.00 
fish arrived, in order 
to cause a loss to us 
of $1.00 per qtl. on all 
we had purchased at 
$6.00. The "Nellie 
R.” arrived here early 
in September with 
1400 qtls. and not one 
of the exporters would 
offer us a price, al
though they were not 
then 3000 qtls. of fish 
in the city. Mr. Mur
ray eventually pur
chased at $6.00, and 
but for his doing so, 

the bottom would have fallen out of the price for fish, and 
$5.00 would have been the prevailing figure for the early 
fall, with lower prices later. For a month after the sale of 
the “Nellie R’s” fish, we were successful in holding prices 
up to $6.00 here, although the largest houses refused to 
purchase any fish at $6.00 and offered only $5.50 to $5.75 
and purchased considerable quantity from non-union men 
at those prices while we were selling at $6.00. When 
heavy arrivals pour in, about October 12th, the price fell 
25 cents. The Trading Company had about 5000 qtls. then 
afloat at St. John's for sale. We sold some at $5.75 and as 
we saw lower prices still were being attempted, we re
solved to store our fish and hold for a higher price or ex
port it later on. This created firmer prices and prevented 
a big slump. The Labrador fishermen were treated much 
worse, for the strong demand at first caused planters to 
ask $4.60 and $4.50, but as the bulk of slop came in the 
price slumped a dollar and the large firms would not pur
chase fish outside of what belonged to their dealers, thus
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discriminating against the independent man to ihe extent 
of 5 to 50 cents. This was poor encouragement to those 
who purchased their fit-out for cash in the Spring and are 
trying to keep their heads above water. I firmly believe 
that nothing less than $4.00 should have been paid. I be
lieve the Government should have fixed a $4.00 price for 
slop fish and refused to allow anyone to buy at a less price. 
Had they done so, $4.00 would have been paid by all for 
slop fish. The Government should also have fixed $6.00 
the price of talquai shore fish. These actions on behalf of 
the trade and Government clearly prove to me the urgent 
necessity of forming a company of business men and fish
ermen to export fishery produce and transsact all the ex
porting business of Union fishermen. We were driven to 
form the Trading Company because merchants were tak
ing profit off provisions and putting it on other goods which 
we did not or could 
not handle as a Union.
They were not willing 
to have a half loaf but 
still wanted the whole, 
so we established the 
Trading Co. which, 
this year, has put a 
Million Dollars into 
the pockets of the 
fishermen of the coun
try, for fish would 
have been $4.50 and 
provisions much high
er but for the action 
taken by the Com
pany in buying fish at 
$6.00 when it was 
$4.50 here and buying 
15,000 brls. of flour in 
order to prevent deal
ers from charging 
what they like, for if 
the merchants who 
bought flour before 
the war, which flour 
was to come in during 
September and Octo
ber at $4.85 and could 
sell it when the war 
broke out at $7.00. 
then those same men 
would not hesitate to 
ask $10.00 if no one 
stood in their way to 
defend the toilers.

Will Export Union Produce.—We were forced also 
in 1910 to form a Publishing Company to insure liberty of 
free speech for our opinions because other papers refused 
to support us, and attempted to kill out the Union move
ment. We were therefore compelled by the circumstances 
facing us to establish a paper of our own, and to-day it is 
the pride of the toiling masses and the toilers’ sole friend 
in the Colony. Now we have seen the daggers drawn to 
devour us because we attempted to buy fish and oil since 
the war at prices which offended the combines and big 
grabbers. To insure ourselves against such treatment in 
the future and to make sure that the independent fisher
men’s interests will not be sacrificed by big fish buyers 
and Government intolerance and indifference, I sincerely 
propose that we use our best influence to establish a com
pany to export fishery produce and handle all the Union's 
trade in fish, oil, lobsters, berries, herring, salmon, etc. 
There is about $6,000,000 lying in the Banks at St. John’s

belonging to the people, and 1 advise every fisherman who 
has any means to purchase shares in the new company. 1 
advise the Trading Company also to help. I advise the 
F.P.U. to help. We must have this new company and we 
should allow the outside public to purchase shares, but 
Union men should come forward and buy the largest por
tion of them. One of the best fish exporters in the Colony 
is available to come in and invest his money and become 
manager of the concern. 1 have no hesitation in recom
mending all to buy shares. It is our only chance to secure 
a square deal in the selling of produce. A big company is 
required with large capital which will be able to handle at 
least half a million quintals of fish annually. 1 ask you to 
fully consider this proposal and take final action before we 
separate, to bring into life this remaining link which is 
necessary to make every fisherman his own importer, 

trader, and exporter. 
When such a company 
is in operation, my 
work on behalf of the 
fishermen will be 
complete, and each 
fisherman will be his 
own importer, retail
er, fish buyer and ex
porter. There can be 
no doubt as to the 
benefits to be derived 
or the success to be 
attained. Gird up 
your loins for we are 
now approaching the 
full completion of our 
desires respecting 
commercial matters, 
and it will only be a 
matter of short dura
tion when the Colony 
will be governed by a 
Union Government 
and our political aims 
consumated.

The Trading Co.— 
The Trading Com
pany’s business last 
year (1913) was 
$400,000. In 1912 it 
was $250,000. Up to 
the end of the year 
about $87,000 worth 
of shares had been 

sold. This year, so far, $10,000 worth have been sold. The 
Company will require a capital of at least $150,000 if the 
Exporting Company is established for it will have to pro
vide for issuing supplies to planters. More stores will 
have to be established in order to buy produce and sell 
goods at the larger Union settlements. The standing of 
the Company is excellent in every way. The business this 
year will amount to $500,000. The Company paid a divid
end last year of 10 per cent, and added to its reserve fund. 
The mortgage of $10,000 on the “Can’t Lose” has been 
paid off. The sales for flour, pork, beef, butter and tea 
for this year are far in excess of last year’s sales. The 
Company has curtailed all possible expenses and closed a 
lew of the smaller stores and the clothing factory. The 
auditors report for last year which proves the Company’s 
affairs to be in a flourishing condition will be submitted to 
the shareholders.

The Union Publishing Company.—Last January a 
new daily paper was started and it was intended to publish

U.T.CF.P.U

FISHERMEN'S UNION TRADING Co. Ltd.

THE F.P.U. STORE AT ST. JOHN’S.



84 THE HISTORY OF THE FISHERMEN S PROTECTIVE UNION.

it for a new company, but subsequently it was determined 
by the Publishing Company to become the sole owner of 
the daily paper and the daily and weekly were united un
der the name of "The Mail and Advocate." The daily and 
weekly issues are making good progress. The circulation 
cf the daily is growing continually. The weekly is as 
popular as ever with the fishermen, and as it will be sold 
the coming year at 50 cents, every fisherman's family 
should subscribe for it, where a weekly mail is in opera
tion. Where a daily mail is received, the daily should be 
taken, and as it only costs $2.00 per year, a large cir
culation in the outports should result. If two families 
would jointly subscribe for the daily, it would mean only 
the cost of other weekly papers. We have installed two 
Linotype machines during the year in order to turn out a 
daily paper, and we are now in as good a position as pub
lishers, as the best in the Colony. 1 advise our friends to 
purchase shares in the Publishing Company as a consider
able block of shares still remain to be sold. The Company 
paid a dividend of 10 per cent, last year. The money foi 
improvements in the printing out was se
cured from the Fishermen's Protective 
Union on mortgage. It is no easy matter 
to establish a daily paper and to do so has 
demanded a considerable portion of my 
time, but time has shown that we were 
exceedingly justified in what we did, and 
without a daily paper very little progress 
would be made and very little known 
about public affairs. "The Mail and Ad
vocate" has done its duty to the public in 
exposing political corruptions and wrong
doing and but for it, the peoples’ opinions 
regarding the sealing disaster and other 
matters of first public importance would 
not have been ventilated. All should en
deavor now to give the paper as large a 
circulation as possible. The papers can
not be sold cheaper. The Company is not 
after money-grabbing but it takes a lot of 
money to run a daily paper. I am confi
dent you will bear testimony to the value 
of the paper to you, and I feel sure that 
your resolve is to stand by it at all cost.

The Sealers’ Annual Meeting.—Last 
March we held our Third Annual Union 
Sealers' Mass Meeting, and to afford the 
citizens of St. John’s an opportunity of 
learning something about the Union’s ob
jects, the largest building in St. John’s was secured and 
the largest public meeting ever convened in Newfound
land resulted. About 5000 persons attended, about 2000 
being sealers. The speakers were Messrs. Kent, Lloyd, 
Cowan and myself. I had the pleasure of visiting the 
haunts of the breeding seals last March in the good ship 
“Nascopie,” commanded by Captain George Barbour, and 
the knowledge acquired through the trip will, 1 trust, be 
valuable to the sealers and country, for I am convinced 
that anyone who does not take a trip to the icefields and 
acquire a personal knowledge of the industry cannot in
telligently discuss matters pertaining thereto. Up tq the 
time of the "Newfoundland" disaster, the trip was a sur
prising pleasure to me and 1 will always possess pleasant 
memories of my first trip to the haunts of the breeding 
seals along the Northern Coast of Newfoundland.

The Fishery of 1914.—Nineteen Hundred and Four
teen will be remembered as one of the most peculiar of 
years in the history of the fisheries of Newfoundland. The 
sealing disasters, which claimed a payment of 252 lives of 
the Colony's best sons, was the beginning of a chain of

troubles. The seal fishery was far below an average on 
the Eastern Coast but the catch in the Gulf was the best 
on record. The Spring was a backward one, probably as 
late a Spring as is known to the present generation. Ice 
hugged the Northern Coast until June and on the Labrador 
it held the shore a month longer than is usual. The con
sequence was that the caplin school catch of cod to the 
North was almost a total blank. 1 can safely assert it was 
the worst catch for twenty-five years.

The Labrador Fishery.—On the Labrador the usual 
time for fishing was passed when the coast cleared, the re
sult being that many floaters returned before the fish 
struck in and those who secured catches, considering time 
would not permit curing into dry fish, salted their catches 
heavily. This caused a large over-supply of slop fish and 
frightened the exporter, causing, with the abnormal con
ditions created by the war, a cut in price for the later ship
ments by the fishermen. Had the usual quantity of Lab
rador fish been cured dry, the price for slop would not 
have declined below $4 per qtl. All that could be done was 

done by me, and when we remember what 
happened in 1908 when about the same 
quantity of slop fish was thrown on the 
market and prices cut to $1.80, we should 
be grateful to those fishermen who form
ed and supported the F.P.U. for, but for 
the operation of the F.P.U., the price of 
slop fish would not have exceeded $2.00. 
Sonie buyers on the Labrador Coast actu
ally fixed $2.00 per quintal for slop fish 
in the early days of September but no one 
shipped for such a price as they depend
ed upon getting a figure mentioned by 
the Union, from $3.60 to $4.00, and I be
lieve $4.00 is the price fixed as the cur
rent price on the Labrador.

Cod Oil.—Cod oil held its price to 
$75.00 most of the season, principally be
cause the Union Trading Company took a 
large part in buying and selling it, and al
though every effort was made to get 
prices down to $65.00, yet the $75.00 
figure was maintained.

Shore Fish.—Shore fish was pur
chased at $4.00 here after the war broke 
out. At one time, fish was unsaleable at 
any figure. The Trading Company then 
started buying at $6.00 at all its stores 
and gave Union fishermen for five weeks 

an opportunity to sell at $6.00. This action, backed with 
an appeal not to sell at less than $6.00, caused buyers at 
St. John’s and some outports to pay $6.00, which price was 
maintained until the 12th of October. Had the fishermen 
not held back for $6.00 not one cent over $4.50 would have 
been paid by any exporter. By so doing, they had an op
portunity to dispose of a lot of fish at $6.00 and what was 
not sold at $6.00 was disposed of at $5.50. The fight to 
maintain prices at St. John's was one which will in time 
to come, prove the value of the Union to the country. 
When future generations look back and realize that such 
splendid prices were paid during the operation of a world 
struggle foretold thousands of years ago as the Armaged
don of Wars, when every country’s commerce and trade 
was dislocated and brought, in some cases, to a complete 
standstill, then our efforts during the last three months on 
behalf of the fishermen in Newfoundland will be under
stood. 1 have worked hard and passed through some try
ing ordeals during the six years 1 have been head of the 
F.P.U., but I assure you 1 have endured more since the 
war started than I did during the previous five and a half

NEWMAN FROST 
Chairman F.P.U. Council 

Hillview, T.B.
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years of the Union’s exis*once. The burden 1 carried be
fore the war was very light compared with what it has been 
since August. 1 dreaded the arrival of floaters with their 
catches at St. John’s. 1 dreaded the arrival of the boats with 
shore fish from the outports. 1 knew what every buyer was 
expecting. I knew they were resolved to fight me desper
ately, first to smash the Trading Company which had made 
its own price for fish and compel buyers to pay it, and 
secondly, to refuse to buy when large quantities arrived, 
except at their own prices. The two great forces were ar
rayed against each other. We had powerful influence 
working against us and we determined upon a $6.00 price 
for shore fish. We arrayed against our opponents the 
Union and the power of the Union’s paper.

Fishermen Responded.—The fact that the fishermen 
responded to my appeal for a $6.00 price gave me my 
greatest strength. The fact that we had bought fish by the 
thousand quintals also aided us indirectly. The fact that 
we had obtained the consideration of the legislators on the 
matter of preventing a slump, greatly aided us. 
The fact that the fishermen owned large deposits in 
the Banks which could be withdrawn upon an ap
peal from me, greatly helped us. The 
large, wealthy firms held out and re
fused to buy, but to the lasting credit 
of the banks and small buyers, be it 
said that the small buyers did pay 
$6. A slump which would have meant 
$5.00 at St. John’s and $4.50 in the out
ports would have resulted if the larger 
firms had got their way. When things 
became very critical it was discovered 
that the Labrador catch was nearly all 
salted slop, and that fact then aided the 
shore fish situation. When the first big 
fleet with shore and slop arrived, it was 
heart-saddening. The schooners came 
in dozens. No one would mention $6.00 
for shore. The cry was $5.50. The 
figure named for slop was $3.50. It 
took a few strong articles in the Union 
paper to keep prices up to $4.00 at that 
time, but it was accomplished. The 
shore price situation grew worse and 
when the $5.50 figure loomed, the 
Trading Company resolved to store its 
fish rather than sell at less than $5.75.
One or two buyers who had held off be
gan buying at $5.75, and when the Trading Co. had pre
pared for storing, when the scales, barrows, etc., had been 
made ready, the 5000 qtls. at the Union wharf awaiting 
buyers or to be stored, disappeared as by magic, and two 
schooners with 1600 qtls. went to one firm. Another firm 
bought a cargo of 1100, another a cargo of 1300. Another 
firm bought 2600, another 400, and that crisis was passed 
and the $5.75 price prevailed. The wonder to me now is 
how it all happened.

Up Went the Price.—I took a hand in disposing of 
soft Labrador fish about October 25th and at once the trade 
got busy to corner me, firms in the North soon found they 
could buy for cash and pay fifty cents more than they had 
intended. In Conception Bay soft Labrador fish was a 
drug, no one wanted it. No buyer offered. 1 got after 
3000 qtls. there and as soon as they found I was in the 
Labrador fish buying business they again resolved to show 
me where I was. Up went fish at Conception Bay ports 
some thirty cents while at St. John’s the old figure of $4.00 
was soon forthcoming. Like a bolt from the blue the ex
porters found that they could afford to pay $4.00 for what 
they had been taking for two weeks at $3.50. Their action

spoke stronger than words. They again proved that the 
term "Graballs" was well chosen when applied to com
mercial men. Shore fish in the outports went to $6.00 per 
quintal on the 30th of October at Newtown and on Novem
ber 2nd $6.20 was paid at St. John’s for fish we sold that 
came from the North. The whole business reads more 
like a fairy tale than reality. Some of the buyers are still 
thinking o fhow it was all done. They were left, and the 
cheap fish at $5.00 they are still looking for, but won’t get.

Herrihg and Lobster Fishery.—The herring fishery 
North the past Spring was very helpful to the fishermen 
and the action of the Union in buying at $3.00 was greatly 
appreciated. Lobsters became unsaleable when the war 
opened, as 90 per cent, of the lobsters are sold in Germany. 
The price, which reached $25.00 before the war, dropped 
to $15 and $12, and those who purchased at those prices 
are still holding stocks, being unable to dispose of them.

Calls for Censure.—The Labrador fishery for 1914 
will equal that of 1913, but the shore dry will be 250,000 
quintals short of 1913. A considerable quantity of salt 
bulk was purchased by Gloucester firms, which helped the 
situation considerably. The failure of the Government to 

take any action to prevent a slump is a 
matter which calls for the censure of 
this Council, for it was possible for the 
Government to have taken action which 
would have prevented a slump, saved 
me much worry, and would have en
abled all the slop fish owners to dispose 
of their fish at $4.00 and shore fish at 
|i6.00. That a big slump and a financial 
panic did not occur is in no way due to 
any action of the Government. They 
did nothing to help but they did do all 
they knew how to do to kill my pro
posals for a Government guarantee or 
Government buying or the fixing of a 
price by the Government. If we estab
lished an Export Company we may 
never again have to face such a situa
tion, and when the Union gets a chance 
to place a Government in power, there 
will be no waiting for something to turn 
up, as was the case of the Government 
during the past Fall. Nor will there be 
a holding back in fixing prices in order 
to permit exporters to take $100,000 
out of the fishermen’s pockets in the 

shape of lower prices as have been done the past Fall.
Finance.—We began 1913 with a credit of $6,636.22. 

The receipts for 1913, from all sources, were $8,636.22, 
making a grand total of $14,807.29. The disbursements 
for 1913 amounted to $6,592.80. The credit balance in our 
favor at the close of last year was therefore $8,214.49. 
Last year our expenses were high owing to the demands 
on account of the elections. The account for 1913 is print
ed and will be distributed for your information. Last year 
we received $5000 as discounts on tobacco, tea, butter and 
oil clothes. That was a large sum to receive, and, but for 
our arrangements, the Trading Company would be entitled 
to that sum, as the Trading Company’s stores handle 90 
per cent, of the goods sold for which we receive the dis
count. This year the discounts will probably amount to as 
much, but 1 might point out that some districts don’t con
tribute to this revenue inasmuch as they have no stores 
and do not order from us direct. Every member has a 
share in the funds and all should aid the building up of 
funds in the way suggested, and when they amount to a 
considerable sum they can be used for advances to pur
chase supplies in the Spring. The Assessments received

P. H. COWAN 
A prominent F.P.U. supporter.
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lor 1913 amounted to about $3000 and some of that 
amount was received as balance due in 1912. The Trea
surer also holds $5000 contributed towards the Union Dis
aster Fund. 1 estimate the expenditure for 1914 to be 
$3000 and the receipts to be $7000, leaving a credit bal
ance for the year of $4000. If my estimate proves right, 
the F.P.U. credit balance will stand thus:—Credit balance, 
end 1913, $8,214.49; Union Disaster Fund, $5000.00; esti
mated credit balance, 1914, $4,000.00; total, $17,214.49.

Buy From Union Stores.—1 would suggest that if 
the Council decides to establish a permanent Union Dis
aster Fund, in addition to making a rule cutting off assist
ance to Councils not making an annual contribution to this 
fund that no Council aid any member who does not pur
chase entirely from the Union, and before any grant is 
made, an applicant or his family must furnish receipts 
showing that these articles were purchased through the 
Union, in order to build up funds from discounts. All 
Councils in places where Union Stores are not in operation 
can at least prepare an order for butter, tea, tobacco and 
oil clothes and forward it to the Trading Company at St. 
John’s, who will forward such goods to 
any Council which is square on the 
Trading Company's books. There can 
be no excuse offered, as almost every 
family or member uses these articles 
and has to pay more for anywhere than 
those articles can be secured for 
through the Union.

Express Thanks.—In conclusion, 
permit me to express my warmest 
thanks to Catalina citizens in particu
lar and the Council in general for the 
splendid reception accorded us and the 
kind attention devoted to the comfort 
and accomodation of the visiting dele
gates and friends. I trust our delibera
tions will prove highly beneficial to our 
grand organization, to our country in 
general, and to the fishermen in par
ticular, and that God's blessing will 
follow our endeavors to uplift our Na
tive Land and secure for every man

W. F. COAKER, President.

It was proposed by S. Yetman, sec
onded by G. Rowe, that a Committee 
be appointed to draft a reply to the President's Address. 
The following Committee being appointed:—J. G. Stone, 
D. White, Leon Greene, Job Wornell, A. Thistle.

The following Committee to consider amendments to 
the Sealing Laws was appointed, namely:—R. G. Winsor, 
George Bishop, Tobias Howell, Arthur English, George

The following Committee was appointed to consider the 
action of the Legislative Council in throwing out the Log
gers' Bill during last winter’s session of the Legislature :— 
John Guppy, Jas. Evans, Charles Woolridge, George 
Rowe and John Loder.

The following Committee was appointed to draft a Re
solution relating to Capt. A. Kean's conduct in reference to 
the S.S. "Newfoundland'' sealing disaster, namely:—A. 
Targett, Allan Brown, Elias Chaulk, William Tucker and 
Walter Brown.

The following Committee was appointed to consider 
changes in the Constitution of the Fishermen's Protective 
Union, namely :—George Grimes, Abram Morgan, Jacob 
Quinton, Samuel Yetman and Henry Hobbs.

The following Committee was appointed to draft reso

lutions dealing with Governor Davidson's conduct in con
senting to the appointment of Messrs. Squires and Bland- 
ford as Ministers of the Crown, namely :—Stephen Mer
cer, Arthur Vivian, Charles Fifield and Gilbert Bugden.

The following Address of Welcome from Catalina 
Council was presented:

To our Worthy President and Delegates of the Convention 
of the Supreme Council of the Fishermen’s Protective 
Union and Visiting Friends.

Dear Friends:—
It is now our pleasing duty on behalf of the Officers 

and Members of this Local Council to extend once again 
to you Mr. President and the many delegates present a 
sincere and hearty welcome to Catalina. We also wish to 
show you and the delegates during your short stay with us 
how much we appreciate the noble work done by the F.P. 
U., of which, sir, you are the leader. We are, indeed, 
highly honored by the choice you have made in selecting 
Catalina for this great Convention which is the Sixth 
Annual Convention of the F.P.U., of which all fishermen 

should feel proud. Last year it was 
held at St. John’s and according to re
ports received from those who were 
present it was a decided success, the 
delegates returning to their different 
Councils delighted with their trip to 
the Convention. When we remember 
some of the numerous services the 
President has rendered to us we gladly 
welcome opportunities like the present 
to express our appreciation and grati
tude. We especially esteem his pre
sence amongst us to-night as affording 
tangible proof of his unwavering inter
est both in us and our aims. It is 
quite evident that despite the breadth 
of his activities and the consequent 
exceptional demands upon his time, he 
can find time to consider the advisibil- 
ity of still enlarging his duties by 
establishing an Export Company. 
His life abounds in striking examples 
of good judgment and strength of char
acter, qualities which will sooner or 
later be publicly recognized and util
ized for the public benefit of the Col
ony. We trust, however, that from this 

Convention much good shall be derived and that all who 
are now present will carry to their homes happy memories 
of their visit to our dear old town.

We remain, on behalf of Catalina Local Council, 
Yours faithfully,

DOUGALD WHITE, Chairman.
JOSEPH TIPPETT, Secretary.

The Committee on the reply to the President’s Ad
dress, submitted the following report: •

Mr. President:—The Committee appointed to draft 
a reply to your opening speech have considered the vari
ous matters submitted, and respectfully report as follows:

Sec. 1.—We are pleased to have the privilege once 
more of meeting at loyal Catalina and we wish to record 
our appreciation of the splendid manner in which we have 
been received and our wants attended to by the friends of 
Catalina. We trust that all will disperse with greater de
votion, loyalty and regard for the Union and that the work 
of the Convention will prove an inspiration to all. The 
world was stupefied by the suddenness with which the war 
came and the awful struggle will, we fear, call for great

CAPT. GEO. BARBOUR 
Commander of the S.S. Nascopie.

. / r



THE HISTORY OF THE FISHERMEN'S PROTECTIVE UNION. 87

sacrifice of blood and money and entail great miseries up
on the people of the whole world. We trust that the call 
for Naval Reserve recruits will meet with a ready re
sponse. The fishermen are well adapted to naval work and 
there will be no doubt of Newfoundland fishermen re
sponding to the call for help. It is with deep pride we read 
of the splendid success of the Allied Armies and particu
larly of the grand conduct of the British troops who have 
proven once more that the spirit of daring and courage 
which has made Britons famous in every age is possess
ed by the lads of our own generation. We pray that the 
war will speedily terminate. We record our opinions as to 
the justification of Britain’s engaging in this war and be
lieve she is making her final fight to fully establish the 
broad principles of democracy. We feel positive that the 
Allies will come out of the war victorious over the enemy 
and that German militarism will receive its death blow to 
the everlasting benefit of mankind.

Sec. 2.—We record our highest appreciation of the 
conduct of the members of the Union Party in the House 
of Assembly last winter and believe that the Union was 
fully justified in establishing a Party 
to represent the Toilers in Parliament.
Our warmest thanks are due all our 
members in the House and particular
ly do we record our appreciation of the 
great work accomplished by you last 
winter in the House. We are deter
mined to go on, and we hope that when 
the next political fight comes off that 
candidates who are supporters of the 
Union Party will be nominated in most 
of the districts. We regret that the ac
tion of Sir Robert Bond in resigning 
his seat just previous to the meeting of 
the Legislature. In our opinion no 
justification for this decision existed 
and the desertion of such a responsible 
position in the hour of our need and 
trial will not be regarded with favor by 
his friends and supporters throughout 
the country. We believe that any 
trivial differences that might have ar- 
risen could easily have been adjusted 
and the proper course for Sir Robert 
Bond was to stand by his followers in 
the Legislature in opposition to the 
Government which is so unpopular 
with the masses of the country. We trust that the Union 
will be able to accomplish its high aim independent of out
side assistance. We endorse your action in resigning your 
seat for Bonavista, and we trust your action will be always 
appreciated by Mr. Morine. We believe your action was in
spired by what your considered your proper duty to the 
Union and Country and we have no doubt but you will be 
returned for Twillingate and Mr. Morine for Bonavista. 
May the time soon appear when you will be able to defeat 
the Morris Government and establish a Government with 
strong Union representation. The stand you took regard
ing the principle that the Union would strive continually 
for the return of a Government favorable to the F.P.U. is 
just what we believed you would take, and we record our 
determination to stand by that principle and shall continual
ly strive to have our wishes accomplished in this respect.

Sec. 3.—We also thank you for having introduced the 
Loggers’ Bill and the Sealing Bill into the House of As
sembly, and we record our thanks to all in the House who 
supported these measures. We record our contempt for 
the action of the Upper House in amending the Sealing 
Bill to suit the whim of Abram Kean and also their con

duct in refusing to give a second reading to the Loggers’ 
Bill. We understand that these matters will be considered 
by a special committee when we trust the Union attitude 
upon these matters will be defined, in accordance with 
your suggestion. We thank you for introducing the Bill to 
provide Compensation for the loss of loggers when en
gaged in logging and driving. This matter of compen
sation for loggers should have been law for years and the 
fact that the law was amended through your action in in
troducing a Bill into the House to that effect is another 
proof of the worth and necessity of our Union Party.

Sec. 4.—The action of the Governor and Premier in 
placing Messrs. Squires and Blandford in the Government 
and making them Ministers of the Crown, after their de
feat at the polls, was received last March with indignation 
by the people, and the contempt expressed in reference to 
that action proved more than the Governor or Premier ever 
anticipated. The country has been aroused over the inci
dent and there will be no slackening of the agitation until 
ill concerned are properly punished for their part in this 
contemptible outrage against the Constitution of the coun

try and the mockery expressed for the 
right of representative government. 
We endorse every word uttered by you 
in the House and in your opening 
speech, and we ask the Council to deal 
with this outrage against representa
tive government as strongly as it can. 
The suggestion to petition for the re
call of the Governor and the dismissal 
of the dummy ministers meets with our 
" armest approval, and we feel confi
dent that the Special Committee will 
recommend drastic measures to punish 
this crime against every man and 
avenge the insult hurled at Trinity and 
Bonavista Districts.

Sec. 5.—The country was grief- 
stricken when the news of the loss of 
many of the "Newfoundland’s” crew 
reached the people and when the facts 
as to the causes of the exposure be
came known, a wave of indignation 
swept over the whole country and the 
universal acclaim was "Abram Kean is 
the man to blame." We are glad to 
find that the matter will be properly 
dealt with at this Convention and we 

trust the committee appointed to consider the matter will 
be able to suggest action to prevent such a disaster in the 
future and provide for proper punishment of the man who, 
in our opinion, is the chief cause of the loss of these 78 
men. When the news that the Southern Cross was missing 
reached the people, the Country realized that a tremend
ous price had been paid for the sealing venture of 1914. 
The great blow was one which no one ever thought was 
possible and it brought home to every heart a realization 
of the truth that very little interest has been taken in the 
affairs of the common toilers, for many considered that 
such disasters were but the result of indifference with re
gard to the interests of the toilers in respect to proper leg
islation to safeguard their lives. Rabbits, birds, beavers, 
foxes, are all protected by elaborate laws, but the interests 
of the men who produce the wealth of the Country were 
of little interest to the legislators. May all who were be
reaved by these great disasters find consolation and ease 
from their load of grief, from the great High Master above, 
for we know that they require more than human help. 
The relief contributions were magnificent and we trust am
ple to provide for all deprived of their bread winners.

WILLIAM TUCKER 
Chairman F.P.U. Council, Elliston.
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May God deal gently with our brothers who laid down 
tveir lives so nobly and so bravely to maintain their native 
iand, and when the trumpet a >unds, may every one of 
them he blessed with the verdict “Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord."

Sec. 6.—We recommend the formation of a Union 
Permanent Disaster Fund and the handing over to it of 
the money in the Treasurer’s hands, which was collected. 
We consider that any member who meets the requirements 
of the rules guiding this fund, which will be added to the 
Constitution and drafted by the Committee on the Con
stitution, should receive aid, either himself or through 
those depending upon him in event of his death, and that 
members meeting disaster through drowning, exposure, 
loss of homes by fire, loss of limbs, etc., when not other
wise compensated, should receive assistance from the

Sec. 7.—We are pleased to find that steady progress 
is being made in extending the Union and that 29 new 
Councils have been established during the past year, also 
that you found time to again visit the North and call at so 
many places. We are much gratified by the report that the 
organization now embraces 206 settlements and towns, and 
that 2300 members were enrolled during the past year. 
This result must have an uplifting effect up
on the whole Union and the Country in gen
eral. Our trust is that the good work will go 
on and on until it embraces the whole Island 
and enrolls every toiler in the Country. Few 
have hesitated to join, but we are convinced 
that sooner or later all will appreciate our 
great work to secure a square deal for all 
toilers and build up our Country. Then they 
will come in and aid us for we want every 
toiler to help in this work. There is nothing 
to be lost* and there is plenty to gain. We 
invite all to come and help us in this noble 
work of uplifting toiler and country.

Sec. 8.—We are pleased to find so manv 
permanent Union Stores in operation and 
that while some small stores have been 
closed since the war opened that two larger 
stores have been established during the 
year. We trust the new store to be opened 
at St. John’s will prove a success and will be 
beneficial to the workmen of St. John’s, as 
well as to our outport friends. We strongly endorse your 
suggestion re the formation of a company to export fishery 
produce and we empower you, Mr. President, to take what 
steps you deem necessary to accomplish this great hope of 
the fishermen who have been able this fall to recognize 
the necessity for such a movement. We trust every Union 
planter and all others who can will back up this proposal 
and take shares in the new company, and if you think it 
necessary for the F.P.U. to own stock officially in the new 
company, you are hereby empowered to invest a portion 
of Union funds in the project. As to the amount so in
vested, we leave the matter to your own discretion. If the 
fishermen back up the new proposal they will be their own 
exporters as well as importers, and it ought to fill every 
fisherman with pride to find that at last matters are begin
ning to unfold themselves and adjust themselves in a way 
which will insure in the future the best possible returns 
for th toil. If you, Mr. President could supply cheap 
goods and pay a 10 per cent dividend to shareholders in a 
Trading Company, we believe you will be able to arrange 
similar returns in the event of an Exporting Company be
ing operated. We call upon all our members, North and 
South, to rally to your appeal for the purpchase in the Ex
port Company and the Trading Company, and we recom

mend our friends to avail of the Trading Company’s offers 
to pay 5 per cent, for any moneys lent the Company. We 
must extend our great work and be enabled to purchase 
fishery produce at all the stores. This will be done if the 
company is formed. We also trust your proposals to estab
lish a large branch of the new company at Catalina, to ac
commodate the people of the North and to supply the 
planters in the Spring, and to erect a slip dock there, will 
be accomplished. We also trust a large branch of the new 
company will be established at Burin or some important 
and safe harbor on the South Coast. Much loss of valu
able time in the Spring is occasioned by the ever-increas
ing demand for holidays at St. John's which greatly retard 
the work of fitting out at St. John’s the Spring. We ask 
God’s blessing upon your sincere ,udeavors to help the 
fishermen and to build up the country. Your work so far 
has been great and wonderful, for against tremendous odds 
you have succeeded in accomplishing great things,1 and we 
now see that even greater things are contemplated by you. 
A Government influenced by the F.P.U. is what the Colony 
is worse in need of now, for we firmly believe that under 
Union representation and push the fisheries would 
receive a great help and development and the coun
try would be greatly built up by such exertion. Go on,*

Mr. President, as you have been going. Our confidence in 
you is growing more and more. You are proving your 
worth and the sincerity of your purpose. Mists and fogs 
which your opponents attempted to create are now dis
pelled. Your conduct since the war opened shows you to 
be not only an abler organizer and sincerely true lover of 
ihe toilers, but it has proved that you are far-seeing and a 
capable business man, and your efforts to keep fish up to 
where you put it in August—$6.00—has stimulated your 
friends greatly and caused many non-believers to look 
over their minds with the result that their belief has now 
turned into confidence in you and your work and aims. 
Always depend upon us to back you for none will now con
vince us that you are not our truest friend and the instru
ment of Providence to bring freedom and prosperity to the 
toilers of Newfoundland.

Sec. 9.—We are pleased to learn that the Trading Co. 
is in such good standing and has held its own against such 
heavy odds and the dislocation of trade due to the situation 
created by the war. That the trade has increased rapidly 
is not surprising as we believe the volume of trade will 
reach a million dollar figure in two years. We are pleased 
to find the Company has met all obligations respecting the 
“Can’t Lose.” We again ask every Union member to pur-

F.P.U. PREMISES, LEWISPORTE
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chase tea, tobacco, oil clothes and butter through the 
Union. Councils in places where stores are not in opera
tion should send a bulk order for these goods and thus aid 
in building up the Union funds We are also delighted to 
find that the Union now possesses a daily paper which is 
so largely read by the people and so popular with the 
masses. We wish The Mail and Advocate every success 
and recommend members to subscribe for the paper and 
he kept fully informed of all public matters affecting the 
toilers’ interests. The paper is very cheap, only $2 per year 
for the daily and 50 cents per year for the weekly. We ap
preciate your work, Mr. President in connection with the 
paper. Our best thanks we hereby tender for the work 
performed and for the noble stand you have taken on such 
questions as the Sealing Disaster, the Volunteer Move
ment, the Price of Fish, the Abolition of the Dumping 
Chamber, the outrage committed against the Constitution 
bv the appointment of Messrs. Squires and Blandford to 
rents in Mie Executive and as Ministers of the Crown. We 
i nprove of your reference to the Governor’s conduct and 
tvat of /beam Kean last Spring. Our best thanks are due 
for the manner in " hich you used the paper during the 
oast Fall to prevent a slump in the price of fish. Your ef- 
f r's v ere C'mmendrMe and the results were amazing to

fll ho have studied the situation. We must stand by our 
e n paper and continue to make it the greatest influence 
in the country. Back it up, boys, for it is our best friend. 
Without it, we would be ignorant of much. Us advice is 
very valuable and its teachings are worthy of our best re
spects and appreciation. We rejoice to hear that the Seal
ers’ Meeting held last March proved such a great success. 
We learn that it was the greatest political meeting ever 
held in the country. We are pleased to know that Messrs. 
Kent, Lloyd and Cowan assisted you at that meeting, and 
we convey to them the thanks of this Council for their 
kindly action. We have read with great interest your log 
of your trip to the icefields, and many were delighted with 
the information you published. We are pleased to know 
you enjoyed the trip and we learn from the members of 
the crew of the ship in which you sailed that your presence 
was to them an inspiration and a pleasure throughout the 
month you were comrades together. The memorial ser
vice in memory of the slaughtered heroes who were left 
on the icefloe to die will be long remembered and that oc
casion will remain in the minds of many as long as they

Sec. 10.—The sealing disaster was a heavy blow to 
the whole Colony. We agree with you that the blame must

rest on Abram Kean’s shoulders. He should never be al
lowed to sail out of Newfoundland again as master. We 
ask this Council to take action now which will settle Capt. 
Kean’s career as a master. To all who were bereaved 
through the loss of our brave comrades who sailed in the 
“Newfoundland” and went down with the "Southern 
Cross," we tender our sincerest sympathy. We are of 
opinion that the Government failed in its duty to protect 
the Toilers’ interests by not appointing a full Commission 
of Enquiry to investigate the loss of the "Newfoundland’s” 
heroes and the brave lads who sank with the "Southern 
Cross." These great matters should have been attended 
to immediately after the occurrence and every effort should 
have been made to secure evidence bearing on every par
ticular and a means sought whereby such catastrophes 
v ould be prevented in future. We are amazed to find that 
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries has been so silent 
over the matter, and that such little concern has been so 
far manifested by anyone but yourself. The Government 
is unworthy of the respect of any toiler because of the 
manner in which it fooled the people over this great catas
trophe. We hope our Assembly members will not fail to 
bring home to them our feelings of indignation when the 
House again meets. As the matter has been submitted to 

a Special Committee to report on, we now 
abstain from further comment regarding the

Sec. II. The fishery this season was a 
peculiar one, for, at, you have pointed out, 
the Spring was backward, the Summer was 
spring, and in consequence, all over the 
North the fishery was miserably poor. On 
the Labrador and Treaty Shore the fishery 
v as r. blank until August, and most of the 
fish taken was trapped in September, a most 
unusual occurrence. The war greatly dis
turbed matters and at one time fish was un
saleable. Subsequently, it was sold at a 
small figure. You then created the greatest 
hope and confidence by ordering all our 
stores to buy at $6.00. They continued buy
ing at $6.00 for five weeks. Your advice to 
demand $6.00 was the chief weapon that se
cured such a fair value for our fish under 
such unprecedented circumstances. We give 
you credit for securing us $6.00 and $5.50 

for shore fish and the fair price paid for Labrador, for we 
v,ere told often enough in August that Labrador fish would 
not be worth $2.00 and shore would be sold at $5.00. We 
believed you were doing all in your power for us, we relied 
upon you, and our trust was fully rewarded and our re
liance on your advice is now greater than ever. You have 
proven your ability and true worth since the war opened, 
in a manner which must convince all reasonable men that 
your whole interest and all your ability are solely devoted 
to our cause and our uplifting and prosperity. The man
ner in which you secured $6.00 when only $5.00 was offer
ed for fish this season, and the able way in which you pre
vented a great slump in the price of Labrador fish will im
mortalize your name, and future generations will delight 
to speak of your great endeavors and the success which 
has followed them during the past few months as well as 
during the six previous years, as head of this great or
ganization which you have created and so firmly establish
ed. We thank you on behalf of all fishermen, for your ex
ertion the past Fall, not only in securing your price for fish, 
but also for oil. The letter read on opening day proves 
what you had to contend with, and the obstacles in your 
way were not intended to benefit us. You triumphed as 
you always will and must, when striving for the right. Had

F.P.U STORE. IEADING TICKLE.
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you not been actively watching our interests, cod oil would 
have been sold at $10.00 per tun less. We record our ap
preciation of the Trading Co’s action in purchasing fish, 
oil, and lobsters this fall, and trust no loss will result to 
the Company. We approve of your action in asking the 
Government to take action to prevent a slump in prices, 
and had the Government taken advice and fixed $6.00 for 
shore fish and $4.00 for soft Labrador, all would have re
ceived the same price and general satisfaction would have 
resulted. Your proposals were sound and fully justified 
under the circumstances, and the 50,000 quintals of fish 
which were sold at $5.75 and 100,000 of soft Labrador 
which sold at less than $4.00 would have meant sixty or 
seventy thousand dollars more to the fishermen and coun
try. It has been proven that your estimate of the fishery 
was correct, your proposals well founded and absolutelv 
logical and workable. To you must be given the credit of 
bravely facing a situation which at one time caused uni
versal unrest, and let it always be remembered against the 
Premier, Sir Edward Morris, that in the country’s darkest 
hour he failed to take any action to protect the public in
terest. He refused to aid President Coaker, and had mat-

tion, it is wonderful to find that you have accumulated 
$17,000, two-thirds of. which did not come out of our pock
ets, but came from trade discounts which would never have 
been ours but for your decision to raise funds in this way. 
Every Council is not doing its part in this respect and all 
can do much if the officers perform their duty faithfully. 
Your suggestion to create a disaster fund which will aid 
any members meeting with disaster, or their bereaved 
loved ones, and to provide assistance only to members in 
Councils who purchase the goods which provide discounts 
for the funds, will meet with the approval of all our loyal 
and faithful members. If all would buy butter, tea, oil 
clothes and tobacco through the Union, $20,000 would be 
added to our funds annually. That $10,000 has been col
lected the last two years ought to convince all of the great 
possibilities of the scheme. We again endorse and ap
prove of every expenditure made by you the past year. 
We thank you for giving us your services at $50 per month 
and thus adding $1000 to our funds. You are at liberty, 
sir, to draw a salary up to $200 per month for your ser
vices as President of the F.P.U. You have been voted 
$1800 per year for four years and have drawn only about

Mlltt
a « ü * *'*■* *

COD OIL READY FOR SHIPMENT AT THE UNION WHARF, ST. JOHN’S.

ters been left to the Premier's best endeavors, the Colony 
would have been rent in fragments by civil disturbance, 
political unrest and commercial panic. Your activity and 
conduct place you, sir, as able protector of the people and 
worthy of our esteem. The peoples’ proper course of ac
tion now is to follow your advice and establish an Export
ing Company which will handle all Union fish, oil, lobsters, 
berries, salmon, herring, etc., and will insure us against 
the action of combines, antagonistic governments and mer
chants. Let all who can respond to your call to purchase 
shares in the Export Company. Every fisherman who has 
snv means should respond, for it will prove to be the lungs 
of the Union, as the Trading Co. has proved its heart. You 
are hereby empowered to take any action you deem pro
per. to establish an Exporting Company on the lines pro
posed in your opening speech.

Sec. 12.—To our great surprise we find our funds 
growing from year to year without any visible exertion by 
my of us. To realize that we possess funds equal to $17,- 
000 is enough to make all proud of the Union, your plans 
and your work. Had you achieved nothing more than this, 
your work would be extraordinary and uplifting. In view 
of the many calls and expenses of such a great organiza-

$2200 out of $7200, the balance of which you have decreed 
must be counted as belonging to our funds. Again we ten
der you the warmest thanks of this Council and of all our 
membership for the sacrifice made by you of time, toil and 
money. We empower you to have a motor yacht built ac
cording to your own plans and equip her as you deem pro
per, and pay all demands out of moneys belonging to our 
funds. You gave the "F.P.U." motor boat to the Union 
last year and you are selling her and giving the returns 
towards the new boat, which is another proof of your love 
of the Union and your determination to place 
the Fishermen's Protective Union first always. We 
empower you to incur any expenses you deem proper 
for the extension and maintenance of our organization 
during the coming year. There shall be no restriction 
placed on any expenditure you decide to incur. This is to 
show the world how we appreciate your work on our be
half and our confidence in you. Few earn such confidence 
and few can be so trusted. Let all those who have cast 
reflections upon your good intentions and honest endeav
ors now learn that this Council, representing 20,000 of 
your countrymen, trust and confide in you as one out of 
fifty thousand is trusted and confided in. Our thanks we



THE HISTORY OF THE FISHERMEN’S PROTECTIVE UNION. 91

also express to Friend Halfyard, the Secretary-treasurer 
of our Council, for the services he has rendered us during 
the past two years and for the faithful and efficient man
ner in which he has performed his duties. We congratu
late him on the able manner in which he did his duty in 
the House last winter, and hope to hear a good account of 
him next session. To our worthy Vice-President we ex
tend our warmest appreciation, for he has done his duty 
faithfully and has endeavored to serve the Union to the 
best of his ability, both as a Chairman and as an Officer 
of this Council. We regret to learn of the illness which 
laid him on a sick bed the past spring, and we are delight
ed to have him amongst us again fully restored and as 
vigorous as formerly. We are glad to see so many familiar 
faces present at this Convention. Some have attended 
every Convention of this Council, at great expense and in
convenience. Their presence inspires us and is an endur
ing proof of their great interest in the work and their 
loyalty to our great Union. May their sacrifices on behalf 
of Country and Toiler be appreciated by their Councils 
and the settlements from which they come. Such men 
make our work a success. They are the pillars of our or-

country should join us in protesting against the action of 
the Government in refusing to accept one or other of the 
proposals made by you, and to place the responsibility 
upon the Government for the loss which those sustained 
who sold at less than $6.00 shore and $4.00 Labrador soft. 
We recommend that a sum of money be allocated in con
junction with the Union Trading Co. to secure L000 lbs. of 
wool to knit into socks and be handed over to the Women's 
Patriotic Association to be forwarded to the front for the 
use of the troops, the wool to be distributed to the largest 
Council and knit by Union women into socks.

Respectfully submitted,
(Signed)—J. G. STONE, D. WHITE, LEON GREENE, 

J. B. WORNELL, ABSALOM THISTLE.

The Committee to consider amendments to the Con
stitution submitted the following report:

Catalina, November 17th, 1914.
Mr. President:—The Committee appointed to con

sider constitutional changes have considered the matters 
referred to them and beg to submit the following changes 
in the Constitution :

S.S. SABLE ISLAND LOADING COD OIL AT THE UNION WHARF, ST. JOHN'S.

ganization and our best thanks we now extend to all. Some 
have come for the first time. May their visit prove an in
spiration and be the forerunner of many such attendances.

Sec. 13.—We confirm your action in inviting the Op
position Party to approach the Government to consider the 
fish situation and, in our opinion, the failure of the Gov
ernment to accept your proposals to guarantee a price to 
exporters or purchase fish at $6.00 for shore and $4.00 for 
Labrador soft, or to fix a price at which fish should be pur
chased, is responsible for a loss of $170,000 on fish sold 
at less than these prices. If the Government took power 
to fix the price of provisions when exorbitant prices were 
charged, it would but be in keeping with the principles of 
such an action to also set a price which would be the low
est at which fish could be purchased. Had this been done, 
all would have secured the same price for fish and the fish
ermen would have been $170,000 better off. Time has 
shown that these prices were reasonable and that anything 
less was lower than the real value of the fish. We con
sider it was the duty of the Government to take action 
along the lines which you proposed, in view of the peculiar 
circumstances which existed, and all the fishermen of our

(I)—That a new section be added to the Constitution 
as follows: Sec. 53.—Every member shall pay monthly 
dues of five cents. Such dues shall be paid quarterly. 
When any member is twelve months’ dues in arrears his 
Local Council shall notify him of the same in writing, and, 
unless paid within two weeks from the date of receipt of 
such notice, such members shall be expelled or suspended. 
A list of such members shall appear annually in the Union 
paper, unless the Supreme Council order otherwise. Out 
of such dues Supreme Council shall be entitled to the 
amount of 25c. a member on the roll annually. The bal
ance is Local Council funds. The initiation fee for ap
plication under the age of 18 years shall be 50 cents, and 
for all others $ 1.00, such fees shall be the property of the 
Local Councils. Union Buttons, flags, Sashes for Local 
Council Chairman, and Gurenseys shall be obtained from 
the Supreme Council.

That Section 54 be omitted entirely.
Sec. 56 be amended to read as follows :—Any mem

ber who has been expelled may apply to the Council in 
which such took place for reinstatement, and should such 
Council consider the applicant worthy of reinstatement,
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such Councils shall reinstate such applicants, if such ap
plication is supported by two-thirds of the members pre
sent, but such a proposal shall not be considered unless 
fifty per cent, of the paid up members on the roll are pre
sent and only after the expiration of one week's notice in 
writing tabled at a regular Local Council meeting.

Sec. 77.—Disaster Fund.—There shall be a fund 
established to provide aid to members and their families 
should a member lose his life through disaster on land or 
water and leave no support for his family, also in event 
of loss of homes by fire, when not insured, and loss of 
limbs, when not otherwise compensated. The President 
shall have power to make rules respecting the distribution, 
amount of grant, regulations as to qualifications for such 
assistance, and any other regulations the President shall 
deem proper to make from time to time in relation to the 
operation of this fund. In making such regulations, the 
following conditions must be observed and enforced:—

1. —Every Council receiving aid for a member’s 
family must have paid into the fund at least ten cents for 
each member on the roll for the year previous.

2. —No member shall be entitled to benefits from this 
fund unless proof of his having purchased his butter thro’

following resolutions:
Mr President:—The Committee appointed to draft 

resolutions in reference to the refusal of the Legislative 
Council to pass the Loggers' Bill introduced by you at the 
v inter’s session of this year’s Legislature, have considered 
the matter and beg to submit the following resolutions for 
the approval of the Supreme Council :

Whereas the Union Party, through Mr. Coaker, intro
duced a Bill in the House of Assembly last February pro
viding for the food and accommodation of loggers, which 
Bill received the unanimous support of the whole As
sembly ;

And whereas the Bill was received with such con
tempt by the Legislative Council that it did not receive a 
second reading, chiefly because of the wire pulling and 
lobbying of an agent of one of the companies employing 
a few loggers;

And whereas the Legislative Council, without due con
sideration and without regard to the fact that the measure 
passed the Lower House unanimously in a form which was 
approved of by the largest employers of loggers, ignored 
completely the efforts of the Fishermen’s Union to gradu
ally improve the condition of the toilers and the fact that

SHIPPING COD OIL FOR BOSTON—UNION WHARF, ST. JOHN’S.

«ne Union the current year is forthcoming.
3. —A statement of the receipts and disbursements of 

this fund shall be submitted every year for the consider
ation of the Supreme Council's Annual Convention, by the 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Supreme Council.

4. —Should any rule established by the President thro’ 
power conferred on him by this section, be rescinded or 
amended by the Supreme Council at its Annual Conven
tions’ such action of the Supreme Council shall immediate
ly become effective, and the rules shall be altered accord- 
ingly.

5. —The Secretary-Treasurer shall be the custodian of 
the moneys belonging to this fund and all payments made 
from this fund shall be made by cheque signed by the 
President and Secretary-Treasurer, and shall be paid 
through Local Councils.

Respectfully submitted,
GEO. F. GRIMES, AB. MORGAN, SAMUEL YETMAN,

HENRY HOBBS, JACOB QUINTON.
The Committee appointed to consider the action of 

the Legislative Council in throwing out the Loggers’ Bill 
at last winter’s session of the Legislature submitted the

almost half of the electorate declared in favor of the 
Union's aims in this regard at the elections which took 
place last November;

Be it resolved that the thanks of this Convention are 
due President Coaker for introducing the Loggers’ Bill and 
to the members of the House of Assembly for the unanim
ous support which they accorded it, and that this Conven
tion respectfully ask President Coaker to re-introduce this 
Bill at the next session of the Legislature ;

Resolved that this Convention place on record its con
demnation of the action of the Upper House in treating 
the Loggers' Bill with such contempt, and its censure for 
refusing a second reading to a measure which had passed 
the Lower House without a dissenting vote;

Resolved that this Convention of the Supreme Coun
cil of the Fishermen’s Protective Union strongly endorse 
the attitude taken by President Coaker in reference to the 
action of the Upper House in refusing to consider the Log
ger’s Bill and that it record its determination and decision 
to do all in its power to bring about the abolition of the 
Legislative Council and call upon every Union member to 
agitate this matter until that useless and anti-democratic
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arm of the Legislature is extinguished, and that the will of 
the people as represented by those elected by the people 
and responsible only to the people, be permitted to prevail 
absolutely ;

Resolved, that the following petition be signed by 
members of this Council and forwarded to the President 
for presentation in the House of Assembly :
To the Honorable House of Assembly in Legislative Ses

sion Convened :
We, the undermentioned toilers of Newfoundland, re

presenting two hundred and six Councils of the Fisher
men’s Protective Union, numbering over twenty thousand 
members, respectfully pray that your Honorable House 
will be pleased to pass for the second time the measure 
known as the "Loggers’ Bill," which your Honorable 
House was pleased to pass unanimously last winter but 
which was guillotined by the Legislative Council. And as 
in duty bound your petitioners will ever pray.

Respectfully submitted,
JOHN GUPPY, JAS. EVANS, CHARLES WOOLRIDGE, 

GEORGE ROWE and JOHN LODER.
Report of Committee to draft resolutions re Captain A. 

Kean and the S.S. "Newfoundland" sealing disaster.

which resulted in the death of about 50 men because Capt. 
Kean failed to inform the ships equipped with wireless of 
his action on March 31st, in placing the “Newfoundland’s" 
men on the ice as the storm came on ;

Resolved that the members of the Supreme Council 
of the Fishermen’s Protective Union sign a petition to the 
House of Assembly requesting that Chamber to pass a law 
prohibiting Abraham Kean from ever again sailing from 
fin y port in Newfoundland as the master of a ship, in pun
ishment for his conduct in relation to the loss by exposure 
of seventy-eight of the crew of the "Newfoundland" off 
Trinity Bay, in the blizzard which raged on March 31st and 
April 1st, 1914;

Resolved that the petition to be circulated for signa
tures be as follows:—
I o the Honorable the House of Assembly in Legislative

Session Convened:
The petition of the Supreme Council of the F.P.U. of 

Newfoundland, humbly sheweth :—
I .—That during a blizzard which raged on March 31st 

and April 1st last, seventy-eight of the crew of the sealing 
steamer “Newfoundland" lost their lives, and several 
others were maimed for life.

BAIRDS VESSEL LANDING MOLASSES AT THE UNION WHARF FOR THE U.T.C.
Mr. President:—Your Committee appointed to draft 

a resolution in connection with the Sealing Disaster begs 
to present for the consideration of the Supreme Council, 
the following resolutions :

That whereas seventy-eight of the crew of the steam
ship “Newfoundland” lost their lives on the 31st day of 
March and the first day of April last, by exposure from a 
blizzard;

And whereas these men left the steamer "Stephano" 
just as the blizzard broke and were left on the icefloe sev
eral miles from any ship;

And whereas Abraham Kean, Master of the Stephano, 
took no measures to ascertain whether these men were left 
exposed to the blizzard, and took no steps to inform by 
wireless, other ships within that vicinity;

And whereas those men might have been saved had 
Abraham Kean exerted himself to locate them and called 
upon the other ships to search for them ;

And whereas, on April 1st the dying men observed 
the steamship "Bellaventure” steaming within half a mile 
off them, which ship’s officers failed to recognize the dying 
men, not knowing they had been exposed to the blizzard,

2. —That in the opinion of your Petitioners these men 
would not have died had proper measures for their rescue 
been taken by the captain of the "Stephano," which cap
tain placed the men on the ice-floe just as the blizzard 
came on, and knew their position and all the circumstances.

3. —That in the opinion of your Petitioners Captain 
Abraham Kean of the "Stephano" should have secured the 
aid of the other powerful ships in that vicinity, which were 
fitted with wireless telegraphy and should have done all 
possible to find the exposed men, instead of remaining ab
solutely inactive, even failing to inform by wireless the 
other ships in the vicinity of what had transpired.

4. —That in the opinion of your Petitioners Captain 
Kean seriously erred in judgment, which error cost the 
lives of seventy-eight of the “Newfoundland’s” crew.

Your Petitioners therefore pray that your Honorable 
House will pass a Bill to prevent Captain Abraham Kean 
from ever sailing as Master of any ship from a port in 
Newfoundland. And as in duty bound your petitioners 
will ever pray. Respectfully submitted,
A. TARGETT, WALTER BROWN, ALLAN BROWN, 

ELIAS CHAULK, WILLIAM TUCKER.
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It was further resolved that the President take an> 
steps he may deem necessary, even to organize a strike, 
should Bowring Bros, so defy public opinion as to attempt 
to place Abraham Kean in command of one of the ships 
> leared by them for the seal fishery or coastal service, and 
every Union man is expected to back the President in 
carrying out this resolution even by using force if called 
upon to do so.

Report of Committee to consider amendments to the 
Sealing Laws.

Catalina, November 18th, 1914.
Mr. President:—The Committee appointed to con

sider the advisability of amending the Sealing Act passed 
"ast winter by the Legislature, have considered the matter 
and recommended the following changes:

(1) Sec. I. s.s. (h) of the said chapter is amended by 
deleting the words "wherever practicable."

(2) Sec. 2. of the said chapter is amended as follows:
(a) s.s. (a) by substituting the words “two pounds"

(5) The following words are deleted from Sec. 11 : 
"which when added to the amount paid the crew will be 
.- ufficient for the payment of the said fares."

(6) Prior to the commencement of the seal fishery in 
any year, the owners of sealing steamers engaging therein 
shall, if possible, cause the estimated amount of crews’ 
shares based upon the average share earned by the crews 
of sealing steamers sailing from the Colony to the seal 
fishery in the previous five years, to be insured, and if no 
such insurance be procurable such insurance as may be 
effected, and the premium for the insurance shall be a 
charge against the whole produce of the voyage of such 
steamers. Any insurance money received in respect of 
he voyage of any particular steamer shall be equally di

vided amongst the crew in the same manner as shares in 
■he voyage. Owners failing to procure such insurance 
•hall themselves be liable for the amount.

(7) The right of property in seal pelts arising from 
the killing of seals and taking the pelts thereof into pos-

THE S.S. TERRA NOVA LEAVING FOR THE SEALFISHERY.

■ F
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for the words 'one pound."
(b) s.s. (b) by substituting the word “daily” for the 

words "three times each week," and by adding 
the words "fish may be substituted for beef and 
pork on Wednesdays and Fridays and soup on 
Saturdays."

(c) s.s. (e) by substituting the words "on Sunday" 
for the words “once each week."

(d) By adding the following as s.s. (g) : "In addition 
to their shares of seals chief cooks if their ser
vices have been satisfactory, shall each be paid 
a bonus of $30.00, and assistant cooks each 
$20.00 at the end of each voyage by the owners."

(3) Sec. 4 is amended by deleting the words "provid
ed it shall be proved that the complaint of any such offence 
against Sec. 2 was made to the master at the time it oc
curred," and by substituting the word "thirty" for the word 
' seven” between the words "within" and "days.”

(4) Sec. 10 is repealed.

session shall cease if the pelts be not taken on board the 
steamer by whose crew the seals were killed on the day 
of such killing. Thereafter the pelts shall belong to the 
owners of the sealing steamer on which the said pelts are 
put or whose crew or some member thereof have actual 
physical possession of the pelts.

(8) The Workmen’s Compensation Act 8 Ed. VII, 
Cap. 5, shall apply to employment on board a sealing 
steamer. Injury by or from unusually severe exposure 
while on the ice shall be held to be injury by accident with
in the meaning of the Act.

(9) The Governor-in-Council may appoint a Board of 
Inspector composed of three shipbuilders, and make regu
lations for the performance of their duties, which shall 
have the force and effect of law after publication in the 
Royal Gazette.

(10) No sealing steamer shall be cleared outwards 
for the sealfishery in any year without a certificate from 
the Board of Inspectors that she has within one month of
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:he date of the clearance been inspected and found sea
worthy and well fitted for the sealfishery.

(11) The Governor-in-Council may appoint a Board 
of Examiners consisting of three persons having not less 
than ten years' experience as masters of sealing steamers, 
..nd make rules and regulations providing for examinations 
which shall have the force and effect of law after publica
tion in the Royal Gazette.

(12) No person shall be employed in any sealing 
steamer as second hand, or master watch, or master with
out a certificate of competency from the Board of Examin
ers,. under a penalty of five thousand dollars for each un
qualified person, payable by the owner of the steamer.

(13) If two or more members of any crew of a seal
ing steamer shall die from exposure due to negligence on 
the part of the captain, while on a sealing voyage, the mas
ter shall not afterwards be employed as such in any seal
ing steamer, under a penalty of five thousand dollars pay
able by the owners of any steamer so employing such mas-

04) Any penalty provided by this Act may be sued

appealed to his constituents of Bonavista District he was 
defeated by a vote of 1800 majority, yet, after having re
signed these positions because of the adverse verdict of 
the electorate, he, being appointed to the Legislative Coun
cil, was re-instated into the positions which the electorate 
by such an overwhelming majority, had decided he should 
not occupy.

And whereas in the opinion of this Council the Con
stitution of the Colony was outraged by the action of Gov
ernor Davidson in consenting to the appointment of R. A. 
Squires as a Member of the Executive Council and as Min- 
i' 1er of Justice in spite of the fact that four months prévi

ns to the appointment, Mr. Squires’ constituents of Trin- 
?y District had, at a general election, decided that he was 
iot wanted, and ousted him from his position as a repre

sentative of Trinity District by a majority vote of over 
I COO, yet, contrary to the wish of the electorate he vas ap
pointed Mimster of the Crown and Member of the Execu
tive Government because of his appointment to the ? exis
ta tive Council.

And whereas the Supreme Council of the Fisherm n’s
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WEIGHING SEALS AT THE SOUTH SIDE, ST. JOHN'S.

for by any member of any steamer’s crew in connection 
with which any offence hereunder has been committed, or 
by any other person in his own name who has been au
thorized so to do by any member of a crew.

The Committee appointed to draft resolution re the 
appointment of Messrs. Squires and Blandford as Minis
ters of the Crown submitted the following resolutions:

Catalina, November 19th, 1914.
Mr President:—The Committee appointed to draft 

resolutions respecting the actions of the Government in 
appointing Messrs. Squires and Blandford to positions as 
Ministers of the Crown has considered the matter and sub
mitted the following resolutions for the consideration of 
the Supreme Council :

That whereas the opinion of this Council, the Consti
tution of the Colony has been outraged by the action of 
Governor Davidson in consenting to the appointment of 
Sydney Blandford as Member of the Executive Council 
and Minister of Agriculture and Mines, in spite of the fact 
that while he held these positions last Fall at the time he

Protective Union, which represents the Districts of Bonn- 
vista and Trinity, at its last Annual Convention .memor- 
alized the Governor against appointing any defeated can
didates to the vacant positions in the Executive Council 
and Departments of Agriculture and Justice, unless they 
appealed to the electors for approval ;

And whereas the vacant positions in the Executive 
Council and Heads of the Departments of Agriculture and 
Justice were filled by placing Messrs. Blandford and 
Squires in the Legislative Council ;

And whereas Messrs. Blandford and Squires were de
feated at the General Election by the large majorities 
above mentioned;

Be it resolved that this Convention of the Fishermen’s 
Protective Union, representing 20,000 electors, strongly 
condemn the action of the Governor in consenting to what 
we believe is a serious infringement upon the principles 
of Responsible Government and Government by popular 
vote, and consider a Governor who is guilty of such con
duct unworthy to represent His Majesty the King in this 
Colony ;
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Be it further resolved that this Convention record its 
strongest disapproval of the action of the Government and 
Governor in appointing defeated candidates to the Legis
lative Council in order to qualify them for positions as 
Executive members and Ministers of the Crown, in direct 
opposition to the wishes of the electorate, in the hope that 
such an insult to the electorate will never again be offered 
by any Government in Newfoundland; and that President 
Coaker is hereby requested to prepare a petition to be 
signed by the public and presented to the House of As
sembly asking for the removal of Messrs. R. A. Squires 
and Sydney D. Blandford from the positions which they 
occupy as Members of the Executive Council and Minis
ters of the Crown ;

And be it still further resolved that these resolutions 
be forwarded to the Imperial Secretary for the Colonies,

the honor conferred upon him, and would endeavor to re
tain the confidence and support of the members of the 
organization by working still harder to advance the great 
cause, the principles of which appeal with such force to 
each member, and if consistently adhered to will ennoble 
and uplift every workingman in the Colony.

The thanks of the Convention were unanimously 
voted the officers for their services during the past year.

Many of the delegates spoke in eulogistic terms of 
the work of the President during the past year. His en
ergy, zeal and untiring efforts had been unsparingly given 
for to remedy existing political abuses, and to secure for 
the fishermen the best possible returns for their summer’s 
foil. Many were the expressions of loyalty and determi
nation to support the President in his great work.

Resolved that the time and place of the next Supreme
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COAKER I 2CRUITS.
From Right to Left -1st Row—A. J. Winsor, K. Crews, W. Fowlow, J. Pelley, E. J. Thornhill, J. Bungay. 
2nd Row—W. P. Vincent, A. Crews, Henry Tulk, J. Thornhill, G. Hillier. 3rd Row—H. V. Hunter, F. White.

accompanied by a request that Governor Davidson’s term 
of office as Governor of Newfoundland be at once 
terminated.

Respectfully submitted,
STEPHEN MERCER. GILBERT BUGDEN, GILES 

FIFIELD, ARTHUR VIVIAN, JOSEPH PERRY.

The election of officers for the ensuing year resulted 
cs follows:—

President—W. F. Coaker, re-elected for the 7th year. 
Vice-President—Andrew Breeders, re-elected for the

Secretary-Treasurer- W. W. Halfyard, re-elected for 
the 3rd year.

Each officer expressed his thanks and appreciation of

Council Convention be left to the decision of the Presi
dent.

Proposed by John Guppy, seconded by Charles Wool- 
ridge, and resolved that the thanks of this Supreme Coun
cil of the F.P.U. be tendered the ladies and friends of 
Catalina for their many acts of kindness and great hos
pitality to the members of the Convention.

On motion the minutes were considered as read and 
adopted.

Proposed by D. White, seconded by Jacob Quinton, 
and resolved that the 6th Annual Convention of the Fisher
men’s Protective Union of Newfoundland do now close.

The Convention closed at 4.30 p.m. with the singing 
of the National Anthem.

W. F. COAKER, President.
W. W. HALFYARD, Secretary.



Journal of Proceedings
OF THE SEVENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF 

THE FISHERMEN'S PROTECTIVE UNION, HELD AT MECHANICS' 

HALL, ST. JOHN’S, NOVEMBER 25th, 26TH AND 27TH, 1915.

Mechanics' Hall, St. John's, November 25th, 1915. 
IHE President declared the Convention opened for the

1 transaction of business at 9 p.m., 
following speech :

My Friends:—I welcome you once 
more to a Convention at St. John’s. 
This is our Seventh Annual Meeting. 
May it prove beneficial to you and our

During the year Councils have been 
opened at Topsail, Long Pond, Seal 
Cove, Collier's, Kitchues, Barr'd 
Islands, Avondale, St. Chad’s, B.B., 
Hare Bay, B.B. A new District Council 
lor Conception Bay has been establish
ed during the year and amendments to 
the Constitution will be submitted for 
' our consideration which will provide 
for the inclusion of this District Coun
cil.

Finances.
The finances of this Council continue 

healthy and during the year past 
(1914) the receipts amounted to 
$7,500.00 while the disbursements 
amounted to $3,988.00. The statement 
for 1914 as audited shows our finances 
to be as follows:—
Balance from 1913................... $8,214.49
Receipts for 1914__________  7,500.93

and delivered the

ANDREW BROADERS 
Vice-President of the F.P.U.

$15,715.42
Disbursements for 1914_____________________ 3,988.06

$11,727.36
1 estimate the receipts for 1915 will amount to about 

lie same as last year. The expenditure I estimate will be 
about $5000. This will show us to possess funds to the 
value of $14,000 by the end of 1915. To this must be 
added the Disaster Fund which at present had a credit bal
ance of over $5,300. This year’s expenditure include costs 
of the price of fish case and the F.P.U. share of the new 
motor boat. The F.P.U. hold a mortgage for $12,000 on 
the Union Publishing Company’s printing plant to cover 
cash advanced to purchase the outfit. The Trading Com- 

any and Union Publishing Company paid an 8 per cent, 
d'vidend for 1914.

The Trading Company now operate Branch Stores at 
:F towns. Stores have been opened this year at Port-de- 
Grave, Bay-de-Verde, Bonaventure, Tilting, North End 
Change Islands and Lewisporte.

During the year the Company purchased business 
f.-emises at Greenspond owned by James Ryan and at Joe

Batt’s Arm by H. J. Earle, the premises are large and we 
secured them cheap. The Company also own the splendid 
si d convenient premises at Port-de-Grave and Botwood, 
and at Herring Neck a new premises is being erected, 

while at Tilting a property has been 
bought which will be fitted to run a 
large business. A premises is also be
ing purchased at Keels which will en
sure us the bulk of the trade there, and 
give us a suitable water front. The 
Company hope to open stores the com
ing year at Champney’s, King’s Cove, 
Princeton, Valleyfield, Carmanville, 
and re-open the Fogo and Pilley’s 
Island stores.

The Company’s business this year 
will exceed last year’s by 25 per cent. 
This year we have purchased a large 
quantity of cod fish, oil and herring, 
paying the highest prices. When the 
shareholders meet they will decide 
about future operations at Catalina. I 
am convinced that the time has come 
for establishing the Trading Company’s 
headquarters at Catalina.

During the session 1 trust you will 
consider proposals to protect the pick- 
led herring and turbot industries. Both 
require to be protected by laws tbit 
should be put into operation next 

soring or serious consequences must result. We should 
also consider the bait supply question and make some re
commendation to the Government upon the matter.

During the year the Legislature was asked to enact 
Legislation in reference to establishing a commission to 
lix a price on Labrador fish and to protect the sealers’ lives, 
but both bills were so altered by the Legislative Council 
as to make them unacceptable and they were therefore 
killed. The Logging Bill and Road Board Bill, both bills 
advocated by the F.P.U., were placed on the Statute Books, 
and 1 trust will greatly benefit the country.

Those Legislative activities are proof of the wisdom 
of this Council in placing Union candidates in the North
ern Districts in 1913. You would do well to consider at 
this Convention the future course to be taken by our Union 
regarding the 1917 elections. If you have any political re
commendations to make, such will be in order in drafting 
a reply to this address.

The Union Export Company was organized last April 
and the public may now purchase shares in that Company. 
We want to dispose of a large amount of such shares this 
winter in order to start operations as soon as possible. 
The increase in the Trading Company’s capital will
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also be arranged at this Convention and I trust all who can 
will purchase shares and aid in extending the operations 
of the Company, by the opening of new stores, and build- 
ng up a large business after 1916.

Provisions will also have to be made by the Export 
Company for constructing a marine slip at Catalina. A 
new company will be formed to establish an electric power 
plant to operate along the North Side of Trinity Bay and 
supply power for Catalina, Bonavista, King’s Cove, Ellis- 
lon. Trinity, Trinity East, Port Rexton, Champney’s, Eng
lish Hr., Keels, and other towns. A large suitable property 
has been purchased at Catalina for the erection of a com
mercial premises which will afford ample space for those 
operations.

Labrador Stations.
I would ask Conception Bay friends to do their utmost 

to purchase or sell shares in the Export Company in order 
to raise enough capital to establish a couple of stations on 
the Labrador coast to serve the friends of Conception Bay 
who fish on the coast of Labrador. The capital for this 
purpose must be forthcoming from Conception Bay 
friends, as they alone will be served by such stations. I 
therefore urge all Councils concerned to 
put forward every effort during the win
ter to sell enough shares to justify a start 
being made in connection with the Labra
dor Stations during 1916.

The Kean Petition.
All who signed the petition asking for 

Kean's arrest deserve our sincere thanks 
and gratitude, although the Government 
refused to concede your prayer the day 
will come when Abram Kean will have to 
answer before the bar of justice for his 
conduct in connection with the Sealing 
Disaster. I have stated and now repeal 
that had Kean not been within twenty 
miles of the Newfoundland on March 
30th and 31st, 1914, that the disaster 
which befell a large portion of the “New
foundland’s” crew would never have hap
pened. I hold him responsible for that 
awful disaster and until he is placed on 
trial for that blunder there will be no let 
up of the agitation.

I ask all Councils to see that their an
nual assessments are forwarded during 
the month of December. According to the 
power delegated to me by last year's Convention I have 
notified all Councils not to collect any Disaster Fund fee 
this year, but that we will recognize all members who paid 
their annual general fees and are square on the books of 
their Council on December 31st, 1915, as entitled to Dis
aster Fund benefits. Aid from the Disaster Fund is forth
coming in event of any member losing a limb or having 
their home destroyed by fire when not insured, and is also 
given to a member’s widow and orphans in event of loss 
of life through disaster or storm, when no provision is left 
to help the bereaved family. During the year several 
members have received contributions from the Fund, and 
orphans of deceased friends have been assisted. A full 
statement of this account will be submitted to all Councils 
at the end of the year when submitting the annual F.P.U. 
statement of income and expenditure for 1915.

Iconsider it advisable for you to consider what action, 
if any, should be taken in connection with amending the 
Election Act, in view of the delay, inconvenience and pub
lic annoyance experienced by having all ballot boxes open
ed and the ballots counted by the Returning Officer which 
in many districts cause a delay of from four to 20 days.

I also trust some action will be taken respecting the 
prohibition of steel steamers as regards the seal fishery. 
All the steel ships have been voluntarily withdrawn from 
the coming year’s sealing voyage, and only wooden ships 
will be engaged. Is not the present the opportune time to 
demand legislation debarring the large ships from again 
engaging in this fishery?

I also believe the time has come to pass legislation to 
prevent motor fishing vessels over 25 tons from engaging 
in the fishery on the Labrador coast. There is sorm Ik 
of schooners employed in the Labrador fishery being ed 
next year with motor engines. 1 fear such a movement 
would drive hundreds of schooners out of the race for fish, 
ps only a few would secure engines thereby monopolizing 
to a large extent the choice trap berths along the coast 
which would not be conducive to the common good of all. 
With sail power all are equal and the prize falls to the 
most energetic and pushing masters. I cannot believe that 
the introduction of motor schooners would tend to encour
age the Labrador fishery.

In compliance with the resolution adopted at the last 
Convention I applied for a life insurance policy on my life 

for $40,000 in favor of the Union Trading 
Company and secured the policy which 
has been in force since the 1st of January 
last. At my death the Trading Company 
will therefore receive $40,000 which will 
I trust be placed to the credit of a special 
fund that may be used as the Board of 
Directors may determine. I trust such in
surance money if received will not be 
used except for the extension and opera
tion of the business of the Company. It 
should not be used for paying increased 
dividends or shared amongst sharehold
ers, although its possession will in all pro
bability considerably increase the value of 
the shares of the Company which are now 
worth 25 per cent, more than par value.

I thank all our friends who supported 
Prohibition on November 4th in response 
to my appeal. The response was indeed 
gratifying to me. I believed Union Dis
tricts would respond nobly and I am very 
thankful with the result. The Union Party 
supported Prohibition when before the 
House and as I always believed in Pro
hibition as the only cure for intemper

ance, 1 felt it my duty to ask the Toilers of Newfoundland 
who look to me for counsel, to support the movement. I 
feel sure the country will greatly benefit by the change and 
the saving of $2,000,000 a year will have a most beneficial 
effect upon the country’s economic situation which will be 
easily apparent in five years. The issue was not made a 
Union issue as it had never been considered by this Coun
cil. Every member therefore was at liberty to vote as he 
wished upon this issue. The vote has demonstrated the 
growing power and influence for good of the Union and 
has greatly assisted and strengthened our work as many 
an opponent has been compelled to change his opinion of 
our work by the grand stand for RIGHT taken by the 
members of the F.P.U. regarding Prohibition.

The awful war is still claiming its millions in dead and 
wounded. There is little hope of it being ended before 
the end of next year. Many of our comrades have given 
their lives for the cause. Some four thousand of Terra 
Nova's brave sons have already enlisted here or in Canada 
or serving as Naval Reservists. Our thoughts go out to 
the relatives of those who have gone never to return. That 
they should mourn their dead is but natural, but let us

W. W. HALFYARD 
M.H.A. for Fogo
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hope their sorrow is mingled with that peace that belong- 
eth to all duties well done, endured for RIGHT. May 
peace with honour, bedecked with the triumph of the 
Allied Nations over Hunnish Barbarity be proclaimed ere 
we meet again. And may it be a peace that will end war and 
usher in an era of fellowship amongst men that will respond 
to the ideals proclaimed 2000 years ago by the Son of God.

1 trust all will enjoy their visit to St. John's and re
turn convinced that our deliberations on behalf of Terra 
Nova at this time have not been in vain.

W. F. COAKER, President.
The following Committees were appointed :
(1) To draft a reply to the President's address :— 

John Abbott, Job Wornell, Dugald White, A. G. Hudson, 
Thos Roberts, Leonard Green and Stephen Mercer.

(2) To consider resolutions dealing with the herring 
industry :—W. B .Jennings, Martin Phillips, M. D. Dalton, 
N. Turner and A. J. Lush.

(3) To consider resolutions dealing with bait depots : 
-J. G. Stone, R. G. Winsor, M. Keys, Fred. House, W. G. 
Rowe and J. Brett.

(4) To consider resolutions dealing with the turbot 
fishery:—A. Targett, N. Frost, A.
Thistle, S. Tucker and E. Parrott.

Notice of motion was given by P. J.
Griffin re amendment to Clause 50 of 
the Constitution and Bye Laws.

The Committee appointed to draft a 
reply to the President’s opening speech 
submitted the following report :

Mr President:—The Committee ap
pointed to draft a reply to your opening 
address beg to submit the following re-

Sec. 1.—We consider your decision to 
convene the Seventh Convention of this 
Council at St. John's to be in the best in
terests of the F.P.U. and trust our delib
erations at this time will be conducive of 
much benefit to our Union, our Country 
and ourselves.

We recommend the inclusion of an 
amendment establishing a Conception 
Bay District Council into the Constitu
tion of the F.P.U., and we approve of 
the amendment as recommended by the 
provisional meeting of the Council held 
last winter at Spaniard's Bay, which 
reads as follows :—

Sec. 17.—All the Councils situated in the electoral 
districts of Harbor Main, Port-de-Grave, Harbor Grace, 
Carbonear, and Bay-de-Verde, shall comprise a special 
District Council to be known as Conception Bay District 
Council (C.B.D.C.) Such a Council shall be composed 
of the Chairman, Deputy Chairman, Secretary and Treas
urer of the electoral District Councils situated in Concep
tion Bay, and the four officers of all Local Councils situ
ated in the electoral districts of Harbor Main, Port-de- 
Grave, Harbor Grace, Carbonear and Bay-de-Verde. The 
President of the Fishermen's Protective Union shall be the 
Chairman ex-officio of C.B.D.C. A Deputy Chairman and 
Secretary shall be elected by the Council at its Annual 
Convention which shall be held in January at a place se
lected by the Council.

A quorum of the C.B.D.C. shall consist of ten mem
bers. The same order of business, as near as possible, and 
the same rules of debate in every respect as are used and 
enforced by the Supreme Council shall be enforced and 
followed by the C.B.D.C. Meetings may be called when 
the Council or Chairman so desire, of which sufficient no

tice must be given to all Councils.
The meetings of the C.B.D.C. shall be open to all 

members of the F.P.U. in good standing. Only members 
of the C.B.D.C. shall speak or vote, except by permission. 
The Councils to which members of the C.B.D.C. belong 
shall defray their expenses, if any, when sent as delegates 
to the C.B.D.C. meetings. The Supreme Council may 
make an annual grant towards providing for a permanent 
official or travelling agent to operate the work of the F.P. 
U. in Conception Bay, and when the C.B.D.C. considers 
such an official necessary, application for such a giant 
should be made to the Supreme Council, and when the 
Supreme Council makes such provision, the official ap
pointed must be subject to removal by him after one 
month's notice.

The C.B.D.C. shall be represented at the Supreme 
Council Convention by its Deputy Chairman or Secretary 
or a delegate selected by the C.B.D.C. whose travelling 
and boarding expenses will be provided for by the Presi
dent of the F.P.U. The work and powers of the C.B.D.C. 
shall be for Conception Bay as a whole what an electoral 
District Council might be within its own jurisdiction with 

the exception that it shall not select can
didates for the House of Assembly, 
which duty is entirely left respectfully 
to the electoral District Councils, but it 
will be the duty of the C.B.D.C. to deal 
with anything likely to promote the wel
fare of the F.P.U. and its members in 
Conception Bay, and further, the work 
of the President of the F.P.U. It shall 
give particular attention to matters per
taining to the Labrador fishery, to min
ing labor conditions at Bell Island, to 
the establishing of Union Stores in Con
ception Bay, to the purchase of shore 
fish in Conception Bay, to the promotion 
of the material and political progress of 
the F.P.U. in Conception Bay, to the se
curing of its proper political representa
tion in the Government, and to active 
co-operation with the Supreme Coun
cil's resolutions. It shall have the right 
to petition the Supreme Council for sup
port in any matter it deems desirable, 
provided such matter or matters are 
compatible with Union aims, policy and 
progress. It shall have the right to make 

bye-laws dealing with Conception Bay matters which do 
not encroach on the rights of the electoral District Coun
cils and the Constitution of the F.P.U., and such bye-laws 
shall become effective only when approved of by the 
President of the F.P.U. The officers of the C.B.D.C. shall, 
ex-officio, be members of all Councils of the F.P.U. (Dis
trict and Local) under the jurisdiction of the C.B.D.C.

Sec. 2.—We are pleased to find the finances of the 
Union are in a healthy condition, leaving a balance on 
hand at the end of 1914 of $11,727, as well as $5,300 be
longing to the Disaster Fund. We rejoice to learn that the 
credit balance at the end of this year is estimated at $19,- 
000, including the Disaster Fund balance.

Sec. 3.—We are pleased to know that the new F.P.U. 
Motor Boat is now ready for service, and we willingly ap
prove of this Council bearing its portion of the cost, the 
balance being paid by the Union Trading Company. We 
are glad to know that more stores will be established next 
year by the Trading Co. and that the Trading Co's business 
iias increased 25 per cent, during the year. We are also 
pleased to find the Company have purchased the splendid 
premises of Ryan’s at Greenspond and Earle's at Joe Batt’s

GEORGE F. GRIMES 
M.H.A. for Port-de-Grave
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Arm. We trust every member will do his part in patroniz
ing the stores at their harbors and the Trading Go’s busi
ness in general, for it is without doubt the life of the Union 
and the lever for securing best prices for fishery produce 
as well as cutting down profits to their lowest figure.

Sec. 4.—We strongly recommend all our members to 
support the contemplated erection of a Union Premises at 
Catalina. We strongly recommend all who can to pur
chase shares in the Export Co. and Union Trading Co. as 
well as in the Electric Power Co. when it is organized. 
The time has come for making Catalina the Union head
quarters and transacting the business of the North, there
by saving valuable time in spring and fall through having 
to visit St. John’s. We authorize President Coaker to use 
any funds of this Council either as loans or investing in 
shares in the Trading Co. or Export Co. in furtherance of 
the erection of suitable premises and works at Catalina.

Sec. 5.—We believe the time is ripe for the passing 
of proper laws to protect the herring and turbot fishery, 
and trust the Committee appointed to deal with these mat
ters will be able to recommend laws that will meet the 
drawbacks now experienced. The bait depot proposals of 
this Council made in 1909 should be considered and 
amended if need be to meet present demands. We there
fore trust this Convention will make proper 
provision for meeting this great want before 
we close the sessino of this Convention.

Sec. 6.—We are pleased to find such 
splendid efforts made at the last session of 
Parliament to enact lav s to protect the fish
ermen who ship fish off the Labrador coast, 
and to protect the l.vcs of the sealers, and e 
trust those laws will be introduced again this 
session and passed into law. We hold the 
Legislat.ve Council responsible for kill.n ; 
those bills and it is not hard to imagine hy 
they acted so. The day will come hen the 
abolition of the Upper House will become a 
live political issue, for the people won't tol
erate conditions that permit a few men to un
dermine the good work of the many on be
half of the masses of this country. We are 
ready for the fight against the Legislative 
Council when you, Mr. President, gives the 
word. We are delighted to find that the 
Union efforts to improve logging conditions 
have met with some success. The Logging Bill passed last 
session of the Legislature fills to some extent a long felt 
need. We trust all concerned will live up to the pro
visions and endeavour to make the Bill a success. The 
new Hoard Board Bill is another improvement this Coun
cil has long been endeavouring to secure and we arc 
pleased to find the Legislature has at last recognized our 
request and passed a measure that ought to meet most of 
the old objections and abuses in connection with public 
expenditure in outports. We recommend all Councils to 
take a lively interest in the election of new Boards which 
under the law takes place the 16th December next when 
new elected Boards will be elected by the public. We ask 
our friends to do all possible to make the new law effective 
and a success in its operations.

Sec. 7.—Reserved from publication, being the section 
^pressing the Union’s political intentions of 1917.

Sec. 8.—We advise that the Union Party should not 
support a Coalition Government. In our opinion the best 
interests of the Country would be served by a complete 
change of Government. In event of national financial dif
ficulty, we rely upon you, Mr. President, to stand by the 
people and Colony, and oppose any Confederation move
ment that tends to bind the Colony without being submit

ted to the electorate. We wish to retain the Colony’s in
dependence as long as such can possibly be done. We rely 
upon you and our party to protect the Colony and the fish
ermen s interest and our confidence is strong enough in 
>ou to leave such national issues to your care, feeling as
sured that at all times every effort will be made by all to 
maintain the Colony's independence.

Sec. 9.—We trust the Export Co. will raise sufficient 
funds the coming winter to enable it to engage in export
ing fish the coming year. We strongly advise all to aid 
the Company and purchase shares which are open to non
union as well as Union friends; until we take a hand in ex
porting fishery produce our work will not be complete. 
1 he Company is formed and some capital has been raised, 
v.e trust every member possible will do his share in estab
lishing this great work, for the Export Co. must be in full 
operation before we can afford to take it easy. We gladly 
welcome the announcement that the Export Co. .will under
take to erect a marine slip and dockyard at Catalina in 
conjunction with its other business. A marine slip is ab
solutely necessary if Catalina business is to serve the de
mands of the Northern trade, m shipbuilding dock is also 
absolutely necessary to provide for the falling off and 
wastage in schooners. We are confident that a first class

dockyard for constructing fishing vessels would be a pro
fitable undertaking and if Catalina is to be the Union 
Headquarters, the proper place for such a work is at head
quarters, bringing all under one supervision and working 
as the property of the Export or Trading Co. The bonus 
for shipbuilding should be increased, and a 10 per cent 
dividend for ten years should be guaranteed by the Gov
ernment on capital invested in shipbuilding yards. If 
those essential branches of our business are to be what 
they should, our friends will have to buy liberally of the 
Company’s shares. There are hundreds with money in 
banks at 3 per cent, which is money tied up. Those can 
well afford to invest in such works and improvements and 
afford the ways and means of carrying on the fisheries in 
an up-to-date manner equal to any other fishing country in 
the world. The whole business depends upon those who 
possess money. If they do their part and invest in such safe 
industries all will be well, for now is the time to establish 
our work while we have you, Sir, to supervise our under
takings. If all will back you as your efforts merit none 
will ever regret placing confidence in you and helping on 
the great work you have undertaken on behalf of the toil
ing masses and the Colony.

Sec. 10.—We trust all who can will respond to the

ORIGINAL SITE. PORT UNION PREMISES. SHOWING COM
MENCEMENT OF BUILDING OPERATIONS, 1916.
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appeal to purchase shares to provide capital for the Elec
tric Power Co. This is an undertaking that will result in 
conferring great benefits and will prove a great aid to 
building up our Union City in the North. All who has 
money belonging to Goose Bay, Southern Bay, Keels, 
King's Cove, Bonavista, Elliston, Catalina, Port Rexton, 
English Hr., Champney's, Trinity East and West, Bona- 
venture and British Hr. should willingly purchase shares 
for all those places must benefit by electric power. It will 
till a long felt want in providing light for homes, streets 
and churches as well as making possible industrial under
takings at Catalina and other centres.

Sec. 11.—As regards establishing stations for busi
ness on the Labrador, we believe such a proposal to be the 
only cure for the evils experienced under the present sys
tem of operating the fisheries by shoremen. Two stations 
should be erected at suitable places selected by the Export 
Co., when Conception Bay friends are ready to take up 
sufficient shares for the purpose. We recommend that an 
effort be made the coming winter to canvas Councils and 
friends interested and secure enough capital to start one 
station next summer.

Sec. 12.—The Country has been in continual agitation 
since the Sealing Disaster over the conduct of Capt. Ab.

Kean in connection with the loss of our 79 comrades at the 
seal fishery in 1914. At our last Convention we unanim
ously directed you, Mr. President, to demand from Bow- 
rings, Kean’s withdrawal from the seal fishery as a com
mander but our efforts to protect our lives and safeguard 
the Colony's interest by administering just punishment in 
Abram Kean’s case were treated with contempt by Bow
ring Bros, and Sir E. P. Morris. We therefore strongly 
endorse the position recommended by the Conception Bay 
Council last February in preparing a petition asking mem
bers to demand Kean's arrest and trial on the charge of 
manslaughter which the Sealing Commission report in our 
opinion held that Kean was guilty of. The 10,000 mem
bers who signed are worthy of our warmest congratulations 
and thanks for they proved to the Country the indignant 
leeling that existed against Kean and against Bowring 
Bros, action respecting the dishonourable manner in which 
they broke their word to the President of this Council, in 
reference to the Florizel’ We firmly maintain that Kean 
should be arrested and tried for manslaughter as soon as 
the Union has power to bring it about, and we record our 
heartiest appreciation of your conduct and action, Mr. 
President, in this matter from April 1914 up to the pre
sent and we congratulate you and your colleagues up

on the victory for right achieved in connection with the 
$ 1800.00 verdict in favour of Kean, which verdict was set 
aside by the Supreme Court, when a new trial placed 
Kean's reputation at a valuation of $100.00 in connection 
with that libel action. We trust, Sir, that the day is not far 
distant when Kean will be compelled to resign his com
mand of both a sealing steamer as well as a coastal boat. 
That is the full determination of this Council ; let all who 
will take notice.

Sec. 13.—We are pleased to learn that the Disaster 
Fund is in a healthy condition and that under the authority 
given you last Convention you have decided that every 
member who pays his year’s fees in advance by January 
1st in each year will be entitled to the benefit of the Dis
aster Fund which is given (a) in event of a listed friend 
being laid up through loss of a limb, (b) loss of home by 
fire when not insured, (c) in event of an artificial limb be
ing required, (d) and to help widow and orphans in the 
event of the loss of a husband such as by a disaster at sea.

Sec. 14.—We agree with you that a Bill should be in
troduced in the House of Assembly the coming year to 
amend the Election Act on the lines proposed by this 
Council in 1913.

Sec. 15.—We also recommend that Legislation be en
acted to prohibit large steel ships from en
gaging in the seal fishery. There is no profit 
for the country or sealers in having large 
steel ships engaged in sealing. It would in 
our opinion be far more profitable to the 
country to debar any new ships larger than 
the Sagona from engaging in the seal fish
ery. We are satisfied to leave these matters 
of legislation in the hands of the Union 
Party who we believe fully capable of doing 
all that is possible in connection with those 
matters.

Sec. 16.—-We are fully in accord with 
your suggestions respecting the prohibition 
of motor pov er in connection with the Labra
dor schooner fishery. We for years protest
ed a^amst the introduction of steam vessels 
into that fishery and we believe our best in
terests will be served by debarring motor 
propelled schooners. We therefore recom
mend that Legislation to that effect be intro
duced at the coming session of Parliament.

Sec. 17.—We authorize you, Mr. President, to issue 
Petitions for the signature of all members praying the Leg
islature to pass laws covering the legislative suggestions 
contained in the above resolutions, and that one Petition 
include all the matters referred to above.

Sec. 18.—We are very pleased to know your applica
tion for $40,000 on life insurance was accepted by a first 
class company. It is gratifying to us to know this as it 
proves you possess first class health, as no company would 
dream of carrying $40,000 insurance on one man's life un
less that life was a first class risk. The Union and Coun
try in general as well as the Trading Co. are to be con
gratulated on the securing of this large insurance policy, 
for it assures us that after a strict examination by two doc
tors no physical defects were found in you, which fact will 
greatly encourage us in forwarding those commercial mea
sures you are undertaking to make the fishermen their own 
importers, traders and exporters, as well as establishing a 
Union Town at Catalina.

Sec. 19.—We are pleased to find your influence placed 
on the side of Prohibition in the recent voting on liquor. 
Your influence has carried the measure and opened the 
eyes of thousands who hitherto opposed us on the grounds 
that we were determined to tear down and not build up.

A PEEP AT SHIP ON BLOCKS AT PORT UNION-SHOWING 
LOCATION OF TERMINUS AND RAILWAY STATION.
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The thanks of a grateful country should be yours. We also 
extend our warmest thanks to all our Union representa
tives in the House, who we are pleased to find supported 
the resolutions in favour of a Prohibition Plebiscite. We 
with you believe the country will greatly benefit by the 
closing of the saloons.

Sec. 20.—The detailed financial statement was sub
mitted to all Councils at the beginning of the present year 
which action we strongly approve of and we have no ob
jections to find with that statement which is in accordance 
with the figures quoted by you, Mr. President, in your 
opening address. We are pleased to find our income from 
discounts amounted to $5000 and we feel sure if all did 
their utmost to purchase their butter, tobacco, tea and oil- 
clothes through the Trading Co., that the sum of $10,000 
per year could easily be raised to build up the F.P.U. 
funds. All should appreciate those efforts of yours to in
crease our funds. No one is called upon to make pay
ments direct from their pockets, for most of us use those 
four articles, the trade discount of which is handed over 
by the Trading Co. to build up F.P.U. Funds. The idea is 
a grand one and all should appreciate the rule and carry 
it out. You are hereby authorized to make all necessary 
payments essential to the maintenance and progress of the 
Union, out of the funds, as you deem proper 
from time to time, as you have done from year 
to year. We approve of the engagement of an 
agent at a cost not to exceed $500 in compli
ance with the recommendation of the District 
Council of Conception Bay, and trust a suit
able man will be found and material benefits 
to the Union will result therefrom.

Sec. 21.—We consider the Government 
or Fishery Department should be censured for 
the delay shown in dispatching steamers to 
search for schooners driven to sea by the gale 
of the 16th inst. Three days in one case and 
four in the other had elapsed before action 
was taken which we consider unpardonable 
and should be severely censured by the whole 
body of sea toilers. This Council place on 
record its condemnation of the Government in 
this matter and trust prompt action will be 
taken in such matters in the future. We are a VESSEL 
of the opinion that a proper rescuing tug 
should be provided for such purposes, which 
tug could be used for a port tug for St. John’s ready for 
any such emergencies.

Sec. 22.—We trust when we meet again the war will 
be ended and peace concluded favourable to the Allied 
cause. Our sincere sympathy is extended to the relatives 
of our brave comrades who have given their lives on sea 
and land for King and Empire. May God console them 
in their glorious bereavement and our country remember 
always the noble sacrifices made by those brave lads.

Respectfully submitted
JOHN ABBOTT, JOB. B. WORNELL, DUGALD 
WHITE, A. G. HUDSON, THOMAS ROBERTS, 
LEONARD GREEN, STEPHEN MERCER.

At 9 p.m. Mr. Weir, the Representative of the Halifax 
School for the Blind, was admitted to the Convention and 
the official work of the session was suspended to enable 
Mr. Weir to address the representatives of the F.P.U. from 
all parts of the Colony on the wonderful work that is be
ing done by the College for the Blind at Halifax. The ad
dress was much appreciated for its excellent presentation 
and valuable information, and the cause of the blind will 
he much benefited by Mr. Weir’s visit to the Convention.

P. J. Griffin withdrew his notice of motion re the

amendment to Clause 50 of the Constitution and Bye

The following resolutions were proposed by
The following resolutions re the Blind Persons of 

Newfoundland were proposed by R. Hibbs, seconded by A. 
Targett and unanimously adopted :—

Whereas it is well understood that blindness is an 
economic loss to any country, as well as to the individuals 
afflicted, for blind persons not educated and properly train- 
t d are consumers rather than producers ;

And whereas it is a well-established fact that such 
education and training as provided at the Central School 
for the Blind at Halifax, equip the blind boy or girl to earn 
a living.

Resolved, that the Fishermen's Protective Union of 
Newfoundland now in Convention assembled, set itself 
the task of seeing that every blind child of Newfoundland 
eligible for admission into the school, be sent there at the 
expense of the Colony ;

Be it further resolved that in the event of the Govern
ment making further provision next year for five children, 
in addition to the sixteen now being educated at the Hali
fax School for the Blind, that this Convention will under
take to provide maintenance for one child.

UNDER CONSTRUCTION AT THE SHIPYARDS AT 
PORT UNION.

The subject of trawl fishing by bankers on Labrador 
within the three mile limit was discussed, and after much 
consideration it was decided to refer the matter to the 
Conception Bay District Council of the F.P.U.

The Committee appointed to consider improvements 
in the packing and cure of herring, submitted the follow
ing report:—

Mechanics’ Hall, Nov. 27, 1915.
Mr. President:—The Committee appointed to con

sider the advisability of recommending rules for the pro
tection of the Pickled Herring Industry, have met and con
sidered the matter submitted to them and beg to report as 
follows :—

(I) That the Convention recommend the Fishery 
Board to amend the rules as hereinafter stated :

(a) Herring barrel for common pack of herring 
would be of uniform size, viz:—Length, 27 
inches; width of head, 17Ï-J inches; circumfer
ence of bilge not less than 5 feet; staves, >4 inch 
thick.

(b) Hoops to be not less than H inch wide, and to be 
used only for bilge rows, which must consist of 
three hoops each row. Chime hoops to be of

' -ir
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galvanized iron, or if black iron, to be painted, 
width of iron not less than IH inch.

(2) We recommend that Package Inspectors be ap
pointed to enforce the rules respecting packages at such 
harbors as Winterton, Carbonear, Hant’s Hr., Port Rexton, 
Catalina, Herring Neck, Twillingate, Lewisporte, More- 
ton's Hr., Exploits, Pilley’s Island, Halls Bay, Nipper’s 
Hr., Little Bay Islands and at any other port demanding 
the appointment of such an Inspector by a petition signed 
by one third of the electors. A fee of Ic. per barrel be 
paid for such inspection by the Government. The Inspec
tor to be appointed by the Fishery Department. The name 
of the maker of herring barrels shall be stamped on every 
package.

(3) There shall be inspectors of herring appointed for 
the ports named in Section 3 and at all other ports which 
petition for the same, provided such petitions are signed 
by one third of the electors belonging to such port. In
spectors to be appointed by the Fishery Department upon 
requisitions signed by the representatives of the District 
or by the Local Council of the F.P.U. for such a port. Such 
inspectors to be remunerated by a payment of five cents 
per barrel to be paid by the Government. The duties of

such inspectors to be defined by the Fishery Department.
(4) All herring purchased at ports possessing an in

spector must be inspected and branded as No. 1 or No. 2, 
and each package so inspected must be the name of the 
packer and inspector. Every barrel of herring packed 
must have the name of the packer or his packing number 
stamped on the barrel. Every packer of herring intending 
such for sale must procure a license to pack herring which 
license must be obtained from Magistrate possessing Mag
isterial jurisdiction over the place where the applicant re
sides. No fee must be charged for such license, and each 
license must be given a packing number. No packed her
ring intended for sale or export shall be left exposed to 
the sun. Collectors or purchasers of herring must store 
them in such a manner as to prevent exposure of the pack
ages to the sun.

(5) The above rules shall be applicable also to Scotch 
cured herring except the rule regarding dimensions and 
hooping of the packages. The dimensions of packages for 
Scotch cure shall be: Length, head, hoops as follows :

Respectfully submitted,
W. B. JENNINGS, MARTIN PHILLIPS, M. D.
DALTON, N. TURNER, A. J. LUSH.

The Committee appointed to consider resolutions 
dealing with the Turbot Fishery, submitted the following

Mechanics’ Hall, Nov. 27, 1915.
• Mr. President:—We, the undersigned Committee 

appointed to consider the advisability of recommending 
rules dealing with the packing of turbot have met and con
sidered the matter submitted to us and beg to report as 
follows:—

(1) Turbot is an article of food, therefore we wish to 
have a law to protect the article. We believe there would 
be a good market for it if well packed, and to have a good 
market and keep it, it is necessary to have it packed well. 
The way this fish should be cleaned: First the stub be re
moved before splitting, then split the fish, remove the in
side also the blood from the bone, then a slight slit each 
side of the bone, the bone should not be removed as it 
causes the fish to break if taken away. Then the fish 
should be washed again, salted in puncheons or butts for 
twelve days. Then packed in barrels. There should be 
200 lbs. of fish in each barrel and a quarter hogshead of 
salt for each barrel of turbot.

(2) No one should be permitted to pack turbot with
out first securing a license. Every barrel 
should contain a number representing the 
license number of the packer. The dimen
sions of barrels should be as follows :— 
Length, 30 inches; size of cut head, 18 
inches; thickness of staves, V» inch. Hard 
wood bung staves, pork and beef barrels 
might also be used. There should be an in
spector at each harbor where turbot is pack
ed who should attend to the packing of tur
bot and inspect every barrel before being 
headed. The inspector to receive 5c. per bar
rel remuneration for each barrel inspected. 
Such fee to be paid by the Government.

Respectfully submitted,
A. TARGETT, NEWMAN FROST, E. 
PARROTT, SILAS TUCKER, A. 
THISTLE.

The Committee appointed to consider 
the supply of bait for fishermen submitted 
the following report:—

Mechanics’ Hall, Nov. 27, 1915.
Mr. President:—The Committee ap

pointed to consider the matter of Bait Depots has met and 
report as follows:—

(a) We are of opinion that a Bait supply should be 
provided by the Government, as a sufficient supply of bait 
would mean at least $2,000,000 additional earnings by the 
fishermen annually.

(b) We believe the time has come to establish Bait 
Depots at the principle fishing centres in Newfoundland 
and on the Labrador.

(c) We consider the proposals to the Government in 
1909 by this Council might be acted upon as a first start to 
provide a Bait supply.

(d) The question requires much consideration. We 
recommend that the Leader of the Union Party in the 
House of Assembly request the Government when the 
House meets to appoint a Commission to consider the mat
ter of a Bait Supply, and report to the House of Assembly 
as soon as possible or that the Union Party should intro
duce Bait Supply resolutions and urge the Government to 
enact a measure making provision for a Bait supply, be
fore the 1916 session closes. Respectfully submitted,

J. G. STONE. FRED HOUSE, JOSEPH BRETT, 
GEO. ROWE, M. KEYS.

"NINA L. C.” AFTER LAUNCHING AT PIER OF TRADING CO’S, 
PORT UNION.
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The following resolutions were proposed by W. B. 
Jennings, seconded by M. Phillips, and unanimously re
solved :

Whereas it is understood that great pressure is beiyg 
brought to bear upon the Government by parties interested 
in the cutting of Pit Props to have the law amended which 
prohibited the cutting of green pit props from the three- 
mile limit;

And whereas such a procedure in our opinion would 
be most disastrous to the future welfare of the country as 

• a whole and the fishing interests in particular.
Resolved that the Supreme Council of the Fisher

men's Protective Union in Convention assembled do 
strongly protest against the cutting of green wood for pit

conferred by work of, if possible, still harder to promote 
the interests of the organization which has brought such 
social and financial blessings to the fishing and laboring 
classes throughout the country.

Speeches were also delivered by W. B. Jennings, J. 
G. Stone, R. G. Winsor, H. Targett and others. Each and 
all expressed the highest appreciation of the work of the 
President during the past year for his untiring efforts to 
secure for fishermen the highest possible price for their 
fish and oil. All were loud in the praise of the wonderful 
work accomplished by the Union through the inspiration 
a nd guiding hand of President Coaker whose influence for 
the moral as well as material welfare of the Colony was 
being now highly recognized and appreciated by all classes 
to-day than ever before.

ate vli.
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props on the three-mile limit;
Be il further resolved that the Government be re

quested to strictly enforce the law passed last session of 
the Legislature re the cutting of pit props for export.

The election of officers for the ensuing year resulted 
as follows:—

President W. F. Coaker, re-elected for the 8th year.
Vice-President—Andrew Broaders, re-elected for the 

-1th year.
Secretary-Treasurer—W. W. Halfyard, re-elected for 

the 4th year.

Each officer expressed his thanks to the Council for 
re-election, and would show his appreciation of the honor

Resolved that the time and place of the next Supreme 
Council Convention be left to the decision of the Presi
dent.

Resolved on motion that the minutes be adopted as

It was proposed by Thomas West, seconded by J. J. 
Whiteway, and resolved that the 7th Annual Convention 
of the Fishermen's Protective Union of Newfoundland do 
now close.

The Convention closed at 11.30 p.m. with the singing 
of the National Anthem.

W. B. COAKER, President.

W. W. HALFYARD, Secretary.



Journal of Proceedings
OF THE EIGHTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF 

THE FISHERMEN S PROTECTIVE UNION, HELD AT CATALINA, 

DECEMBER, 4TH, 1916.

Catalina, December 4th, 1916.
HE President declared the Convention opened for the 

transaction of business, and delivered the following

My Friends:—We are again 
spared to meet at Annual Con
vention. This is the Eighth An
nual Address that I have deliv- 
ed. Last year we met at St.
John's, this year we meet for the 
third year at Catalina. My 
reason for convening here this 
year is to enable our friends 
from the various Councils to in
spect our great work here and 
reflect upon the changes this 
great industry will entail for the 
men of the North.

The influence of our Union is 
now apparent and its future ef
fect upon the destinies of the 
people and the country will be 
measured by the attention you 
devote to its progress, and the 
loyalty which you will render to 
it. It is yours to use reasonably 
or unreasonably. It is yours to 
use as an uplifting agency that 
will confer material benefits, or 
to misuse as the instrument of 
demoralization and selfish in
tent. No power ever organized 
in this Colony was ever half as 
gigantic, no power that may be 
organized to oppose it will pre
vail against it if you use it as I 
intended it to be used. The only 
thing capable of injuring it Is 
disloyalty. The Union has done an immense work since 
August 1914 on behalf of the fishermen of the whole coun
try. Sad indeed would the lot of Terra Nova be to-day 
had no F.P.U. been firmly established when this World 
War started. Millions of dollars have been derived since 
the Union’s inception from its labours on behalf of the 
producers of Newfoundland. Laws have been enacted 
that would not have seen the light of day for twenty years 
had no Union existed. During the past season the in
crease value for seal and cod oil and codfish, secured 
through the Union's activities, exceed One Million Dollars.

At our last Convention we decided to start operations 
at Catalina and during the winter some $5,000.00 worth of 
timber was secured from the forests for building purposes. 
In May we started to prepare foundations for a portion of

the buildings to be erected at the Union premises at Cata
lina, and to-day you are all witnesses of the progress so 
far made. Not only have we begun the erection of a chain 

of buildings that will become the 
Home of the Trading and Export 
Companies, but we have under
taken a work that will enable 
Catalina to take its proper place 
amongst outport towns—that of 
providing motor power for in
dustrial heating and lighting 
purposes by harnessing the gifts 
of Nature which for ages have 
lain dormant and valueless.

The Electric Power Company, 
which was established by an Act 
of the Legislature, will prove to 
be the heart of the great indus
trial activities that before many 
years will cause Catalina to be 
numbered amongst the progres
sive towns of Terra Nova.

The Shipbuilding Company 
has also been established 
through the efforts of the Union 
Party in Parliament, and backed 
by the liberal encouragement 
conferred by Act of the Legis
lature. It will not only become 
a great industry at Catalina, but 
will resurrect an industry that 
for one hundred years was con
sidered the hand maiden of the 
fisheries. During the past ten 
years the shipbuilding industry 
has well nigh disappeared, and 1 
believe our action in establish
ing a shipbuilding plant here 

will be the means of infusing new life into this industry 
and the supplying of a grade of schooners equal in every 
respect to any that can be imported from Canada or 
America.

By the end of 1917 we hope to have the Electric 
Power Company's plant in operation here, and our first 
schooner ready for the caulkers. We hope also that by 
the first of September next the Union Export Company 
will be storing fish here and shipping it direct to the 
markets.

The Companies affiliated with the F.P.U., viz.:—The 
Trading Company, Export Company, Electric Power Com
pany, Publishing Company and Shipbuilding Company are 
now established by law, and your consideration of their 
affairs are cordially invited, when we enter into details at

CAPTAIN JAMES JONES 
Superintendent Shipbuilding Yards, Port Union.
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the meetings of the shareholders of the respective Cont

our labours are now apparent. We have passed from 
the theoretical to that of the practical and material, and we 
must deal with the whole undertaking as business men 
transacting the most colossal enterprise the country has 
ever produced. I expect every man to do his bit in this 
great work and leave nothing to be performed by me that 
should be done by you, either individually or collectively. 
If my work was heavy and my duty burdensome during the 
eight years that have passed, they assuredly will not be 
lightened in the future if 1 am spared to carry them. Let 
there be no hesitation on your part, for I have entire con
fidence in the future, and am convinced that astonishing 
progress and success will attend our efforts. During the 
coming year the construction of the premises here will be 
continued. The General Store building will be completed. 
The Salt Store will be erected. The Bakery building will be 
erected, the machinery for which is on the premises. The 
Cold Storage building will also probably be completed. A 
Cooperage containing all necessary machinery will be 
established over the Salt Store. The Shipbuilding Mill will 
be erected and the machin
ery installed. The Electric 
Plant completed and oper
ated. Four piers project
ing from the breastwork 
fronting the premises will 
be constructed. Several 
dwelling houses will also 
be constructed.

These constructions and 
erections and installation 
of the necessary machin
ery will entail heavy ex
penditure, and I rely upon 
every man who can to aid 
the work by purchasing 
what shares their means 
will afford. I expect Cata
lina members to respond 
nobly to their promise to 
take up a large slice of 
shares in return for labor.
This work will make Cata
lina the Second City in the 
Country, and it is the duty 
of every Catalina member 
to do all in his power to help on this great development of 
their town. If they respond nobly, it will greatly encour
age other friends outside of Catalina to utilize their spare 
earnings to carry the work to completion. Many men out
side the ranks who are in sincere sympathy with the work 
are aiding the undertaking very materially; but it must not 
be forgotten that the great bulk of shares of all our Com
panies must be owned by our membership, otherwise 
others will control the business, which condition we can
not permit. 1 ask you all and through you, your Councils, 
to keep your thoughts during the coming year on this great 
industry which is unfolding itself here, and not allow little 
matters of passing moment to divert your attention there
from. Let all do what they can to assist me in this work 
and success will surely be ours.

The coming year will bring with it a General Election, 
and I invite your co-operation during our sittings to formu
late the Union Platform that will be submitted by us to 
the electorate. The District Councils will also take up the 
matter of arranging candidates. You will also have to 
make provision for expenses and give ample consideration 
to the whole matter of elections.

During the past year we have lost many loyal mem
bers, amongst them Friend Burke of Tilting, Friend Loder 
of Snook’s Harbor, Friend Wm. Diamond of Change 
Islands and Friend Turner of St. Brendan’s, whom we shall 
greatly miss in our Councils, whose influence was continu
ally directed since November 1908 to the promotion and 
progress of our organization. We tender our sincere con
dolence to the bereaved families.

During the past year new Union Stores have been 
opened at Champney’s, Bonaventure, King’s Cove, Valley- 
tield, Ladle Cove, Carmanville and LaScie. We hope to 
open stores next spring at Clarke’s Beach, Harbor Grace, 
Princeton, Twillingate Arm, Moreton’s Harbor, Pilley’s 
Island, Ireland’s Eye, and one or two other places which 
will bring the total number of Union Stores up to forty.

In addition to our undertakings at Catalina, we are 
erecting new commodious premises at Keels, Ladle Cove, 
Doting Cove, Seldom, Tilting and Pilley’s Island. During 
the year past splendid premises have been erected at Her
ring Neck and Valleyfield, while the "stone” premises at 
Catalina have been greatly improved and enlarged, and 
the Union premises at Greenspond, Cat Harbor, Botwood

and Lewisporte have also been improved.
It is our intention to further improve the premises at 

Joe Batt's Arm, Champney’s, Exploits, Port-de-Grave and 
Botwood during the coming year. We have finalized ne
gotiations for the purchase of the Scott business premises 
at Fogo and will start next year the erection of a premises 
at Main Tickle, Change Islands and probably one at More- 
ton’s Harbor. Those facts will suffice to show you that our 
Union Stores are being appreciated and supported in spite 
of all yarns to the contrary.

The Union now owns splendid new premises at Port- 
dc-Grave, Champney’s, Bonavista, Greenspond, Valley- 
field, Cat Harbor, Doting Cove, Carmanville, Joe Batt’s 
Arm, Herring Neck, Botwood, Lewisporte and Exploits. 
In addition we have new premises under construction at 
Keels, Alexander Bay, Ladle Cove, Seldom, Tilting and 
Pilley’s Island.

Besides those premises, the following Councils pos
sess Union Halls:—Kelligrews, Coley's Point, Clarke’s 
Beach, Freshwater, Bay Roberts, Western Bay, Bay-de- 
Verde, Job’s Cove, Red Head Cove, Ochre Pit Cove, Win- 
terton, Snook's Harbor, Clarenville, Lady Cove, King’s
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Cove, Keels' Red Cliffe, Southern Bay, Jamestown, Squid 
Tickle, St. Brendan’s, Wellington, Deer Island, Musgrave 
Harbor, Twillingate, Rattling Brook, Comfort Cove, Eng- 
lee and Sibley’s Cove; while Halls are being erected at 
Pike's Arm, Doting Cove, Greenspond, Alexander Bay, 
Conche and Fogo Council will probably turn the present 
Union Store into a Hall.

This is a fair showing as to property holdings for six 
years progress, the value of which is over $00,000.00. In 
addition the F.P.U. has accumulated $20,000.00 funds, 
and 3,000 members have invested $300,000.00 in the 
Union Companies.

During the past two years the Trading Company has 
done nearly $2,250,000.00 worth of business. During the 
present season the Trading Company has purchased 55,000 
quintals of Shore fish. The Trading Company’s sales for 
October 1916 were $100,000 in excess of October 1915.

We propose also to issue a morning paper as well as 
an evening and weekly; 7,000 persons subscribe for our 
daily and weekly paper, and its circulation far exceeds any 
other paper in the Colony.

Such progress as ours has never been exceeded in the

history of organizations in this Colony, and I feel sure that 
all our friends are justly proud of such a record.

Last year we voted $250.00 for the Halifax School for 
the Blind, on condition that the Government of Newfound
land voted $1,000.00. The Government having acceded to 
the Union’s proposal, we forwarded our cheque for $250. 
Mr. Weir should therefore feel pleased with the result of 
his address delivered at our last meeting.

1 recommend you to amend the Constitution as fol-

(1) Make the annual fee 30 cents instead of 60 cents.
(2) Rescind the section providing for an assessment 

of 25 cents per member to the Supreme Council.
(3) Make the initiation fee 50 cents for all.
(4) Amend the section relative to the Oath of Union 

Candidates and permit such as selected by Party 
for Departmental or other offices under the 
Crown to accept such positions.

These alterations are suggested because the Union is 
now strong enough financially to dispense with the annual 
assessment of 25 cents per member paid to the Supreme 
Council. The Trading Company should not be expected

to pay into the funds the same discounts during the term 
of construction at Catalina as have been paid, as all avail
able funds of the Trading Company will be needed in 
erecting the premises there.

The salary paid the President of the F.P.U. should 
also be discontinued, for the Trading Company is financial
ly strong enough to pay me the full salary of $100.00 per 
month; 1 now receive $50.00 per month each from the 
F.P.U. and Trading Company.

The time has come for admitting as many fishermen 
as possible into our ranks, and 1 therefore trust that 50 
cents will be the highest fee charged for admission into 
our organization. Hundreds who refused to join us in the 
past are now ardent sympathizers and will join if Council 
officers do their duty the coming winter.

The time has come for Union members of the House 
of Assembly to take a part in administering the public af
fairs of the Colony and when the elections of next year 
are over, it is probable that some of the Union M.H.A.'s 
will be selected to take charge of Departments of the Pub
lic Service, and thus become responsible for the good gov
ernment of the Colony. It is therefore necessary for us to 

amend our Constitution and 
provide for such a conting-

Members who have pur
chased dry goods this fall <o 
the value of $5.00 at outport 
Union Stores will have their 
Council fee of 30 cents paid 
for them by the store. There 
fore all such members will 
enjoy our membership with
out any cost whatever.

During the year sever 1 
members have received aid 
from the Disaster Fund. 
That fund has now no in
come as members are not 
called upon to pay anything 
into the fund. 1 would sug
gest that the amount to the 
credit of the fund be uti
lized for the purchase of 
stock in the Electric Power 
Company and Shipbuilding 
Company in equal propor
tion and the dividends be 

utilized for relieving pressing cases of distress amongst 
unfortunate members.

During the past year I made my annual trip of inspec
tion in the motor yacht and visited 66 harbors between 
Bay-de-Verde and LaScie, and I hope to pay a visit to the 
Councils in Burin and Fortune Bay Districts during the 
next month or January, and will organize the Union 
throughout those Districts and provide them with Union 
Candidates for the next elections. I will also endeavour 
to visit a portion of Burgeo District

The funds of the F.P.U. will amount to $20,000.00 by 
the end of the year, providing the Trading Company’s con
tribution for discounts this year amount to $1,000.00. This 
will be forthcoming.

No assessments will be collected in future if you ap
prove of the foregoing suggestions. The $20,000.00 will 
be used partly as a loan to the Union Publishing Company 
and for shares in the Electric Light and Shipbuilding Com
panies. The interest and dividends will be the sole income 
ol this Council in future. There will be no salaries paid, 
or contributions available for any but the most distressing 
cases. Thirty cents annual fees will be payable by Local
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Councils who will contribute five cents per member as 
usual to the District Council and retain twenty-five cents 
per member for Local Council expenses.

The cost of circulars will be defrayed by the Supreme 
Council and a proportion of the solicitor's fees. You will 
therefore recognize that in future the transacting of the 
F.P.U.s business at Headquarters will not cost Union 
members one cent. If necessity should compel your Presi
dent to issue an appeal for direct subscriptions for a par
ticular reason, 1 trust all will do their duty.

1 would also remind you that not one cent of money 
raised by assessments go to make up the $20,000.00 fund 
we possess. It is entirely composed of the income derived 
from discounts and subscriptions. The money loaned to 
the Publishing Company for the purchase of machinery 
will be covered by a mortgage and therefore fully protect
ed. In addition to present funds this Council owns half 
the interest in the F.P.U. motor yacht.

A detailed statement of the account for 1915 was 
furnished in January to all Councils. At the end of this 
year a similar statement will be forwarded. I consider the 
income derived from interest and dividends will be suffici
ent to cover the annual expenses of this Council. After 
eight years existence your Union is indepen
dent enough to be self-supporting and its 

■ mighty uork will go on, on your behalf with
out cost to a single member, which is a re
cord that no organization of like nature in the 
v orld possesses.

Every man in the Colony will now be 
convinced that my motive in establishing and 
laboring for the F.P.U. vas not personal fin
ancial profit, or ga n, as so many rashly con
tended during the early years of the exist
ence of our Brotherhood. For eight years of 
labor as your Leader, Editor, Organizer and 
President I have been paid $3,600.00. 1 am 
to-day a poorer man than 1 vas eight \cars 
ago, hence you can defy our opponents—if 
we have any—v,ho without the slightest 
justification maligned you and me by falsely 
asserting that my object in organizing the 
fishermen was to enrich myself at your ex
pense. After eight years of strenuous toil, 
during which scores of enemies have been 
employed to search out all my doings—to 
scrutinize all my actions and expose them 
publicly—may 1 ask whether anything has transpired that 
would even lead you to think for a moment that my work 
is anything but that which 1 proclaimed it to be from the 
day 1 started the Union at Herring Neck?

1 am greatly encouraged in my work by the knowledge 
that hundreds of fishermen who refused to support me in 
the past are now strongly upholding our cause, and not 
only upholding it, but building it up by the investment of 
their savings.

I have no misgivings concerning the result of the next 
appeal to the Country. I will go forward to the polls next 
fall without faltering, convinced absolutely that our cause 
will come through triumphantly. I can assure you that I 
consider public life as a burdensome duty, entailing tre
mendous sacrifices from those who have entered it intent 
upon upholding RIGHT. If I would consider my personal 
wishes I would not again ask any Constituency to send me 
hack to the House of Assembly, and I think I can say the 
same for all Union members of the Legislature ; but my 
duty is to consider Country first, and if the people want us 
it is our duty to respond, irrespective of our personal feel
ings.

For the sake of your Country and your Children, men,

be firm and loyal next fall and avail of the opportunity 
open to you of placing in power a party of men, of your 
own selection, that will strive with all their power to eradi
cate the evils and wrongdoings so strongly entrenched in 
the system of governing under a constitution such as ours. 
May Providence guide the electorate next fall in choosing 
representatives, and may it strengthen us if we are trusted, 
to do that which is right in administering the affairs of the 
Colony and in our endeavour to make poor Terra Nova the 
brightest jewel in the Empire's Crown.

Remember, comrades, that the sole aim of our Union 
is to promote independence, prevent pauperism, help the 
masses to rise above demoralizing influences that find so
lace in the acceptance of charity that entail national de
generacy and a pauper's grave. 1 want our countrymen to 
trample those demoralizing influences under their feet. 
All my efforts are aimed at the destruction of those pit 
falls. Men cannot realize what it is to be men, if they are 
not independent enough to resist accepting something for 
nothing. We aim also to create confidence and hopeful
ness for working men, to be a beacon of light to which 
v hen hard pressed all may look for guidance and advice.

Our endeavours are also directed to lessen the great

inequalities that exist wherever we turn and to diffuse the 
luxuries and comforts of life more evenly and to treat all 
humanely as members of one family—one grand Brother
hood. There is no place amongst us for the lazy and the 
indolent, or wasteful. We want men to be Industrious, 
Persevering and Thrifty. The possession of those three 
virtues must bring comfort and pleasure. To be without 
them must surely bring poverty and misery. This goal is 
open to every man and woman. Those who will not work 
and know nothing about surmounting obstacles cannot suc
ceed in life. Our Country holds out to all who will toil 
constantly, endeavour persistently to overcome difficulties, 
and watchfully take care of what they earn, a comfortable 
an dindependent living; and if such ideals are adhered to 
I know of no country where working men can do better 
than here in Terra Nova.

During the past five years great changes are observ
able amongst the fishermen, which can be attributed to our 
work as Unionists. Fishermen are more independent in 
spirit, outspoken and fearless than at any other period in 
our Country's history. If we continue the same rate of 
progress during the coming five years the change will revo
lutionize conditions, and Newfoundland will become a new
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place for all, and will recognize herself as being the equal 
of the best of any country. The progress made has been 
satisfactory, but what would have been possible had the 
War not come to cripple civilization and progress?

Many of our noble lads—members of this organization 
—who went forth to fight for Liberty and Freedom since 
1914 are lying in graves on foreign soil, some far away in 
the land of the Pharoahs, others in sunny France. What 
noble boys! They went forth willingly at the Call of Duty 
and we rightly call them Heroes. They went while thous
ands heard the call and heeded it not. Their places are 
empty at the firesides. They were our best ! What a cruel 
monster that man is who demands such an awful sacrifice 
in those days of human uplifting. What death is too cruel 
for those who plunged the world into such a catastrophe ?

Our Empire has accomplished wonders. Her sons 
have shown from whence they sprung and proved once 
again that Britons are the equal of the best on the face 
of the Globe ; but at what cost! And still there is much 
to do. Let me plead once again for the cause we all 
should recognize. Men are still wanted, and must be forth
coming. Surely some young men will recognize that duty 
now becokons them to come forward. Do you know that

for the last three months I have been tormented over the 
problem as to whether 1 would be more useful to my 
Country on board the H.M.S. "Briton" than 1 am to my 
Country at the Head Office, and 1 cannot arrive at a con
clusion.

I look at the brave young lads that have returned from 
the Battlefield, and I am reminded that they had no more 
right to go than I. They went; I remained. Perhaps for 
reasons absolutely justifiable, but if I am compelled to re
main behind, being convinced that my duty demands it, 
what about thousands who are not so placed ?

I want to be fair in this matter. I am forbidden by 
you to leave my post. Very well ; but my example may 
effect others. What about that? Hundreds can be better 
spared to go forward. If that is so, will fifty young men 
offer to go in my place and enlist in the Navy? Will fifty 
of the thousand young men in the Union come forward and 
enlist, that I may with a clear conscience be reconciled to 
a decision to remain at my post? Will you in your Coun
cils appeal to the young men and send me along the names 
of fifty heroes who will go forward in my place, thus sup
plying fifty recruits for one that you forbid to go? That is 
a fair deal. Who will the fifty be? Let them act at once.

109

During the next twelve months must come the day of 
reckoning for Germany. Every available Briton should 
respond to bring that day nearer. The only instrument 
capable of accomplishing Peace with Honour is "force,” 
and force means “men and ammunition." To all who have 
given of their best for the great cause of humanity now 
being decided on the Battlefields, our sincerest sympathy 
is extended. May God console them in their sorrow and 
wipe away their tears, and may He soon bring Peace to 
the World, and with it the end of all strife and war be
tween men.

Considerable dissatisfaction exists over the prices 
paid for fish this fall, this as well as other seasons. The 
fishermen desire to have one price paid to all for the same 
quality of fish during the same season. Men who are com
pelled to sell at a reduced figure when the market at St. 
John's is overstocked, grumble because friends a week 
previous sold at considerable advance on what the second 
comers received. The Shore fishermen also complain 
about the large difference in value during the past four 
yaers. The only cure is the Export Company’s proposals, 
which are to buy fish from members, fixing a current price 
about October 1st and paying back to members who are 

shareholders a bonus per quintal on what fish 
they shipped when the season's exporting 
show profits for such distribution.

It therefore behoves all fishermen who 
can, to buy supplies at Catalina and ship fish 
at Catalina, or at outport depots if required, 
and avail of the opportunity afforded by the 
Export Company to secure the full value of 
their fish m case prices advanced after they 
shipped. Un the 1st of October it is possible 
to fix a price for Shore fish that would be an 
average for the season. That date would be 
su.table to fix the price of soft fish. These 
proposals, which are embodied in the Con- 
Sii.uriun of the Export Company, will remove 
all compla.nts and dissatisfaction regarding 
prices for fish, as all will receive alike who 
i re memcers of the Union and own as little 
as one share of $10.00 value in the Com
pany. Of course all who wish may sell to 
to the Export Company, but only members of 
the F.P.U. and shareholders of the Company 
will be eligible for the bonus.

The Exporting Company will probably 
be ready for purchasing and exporting fish at Catalina next 
fall. Every member therefore who is interested in the at
tainment of such conditions, who can afford to purchase 
Export Company shares should do so this winter, as it will 
be necessary to dispose of $100,000 worth if we are to ex
port to any extent next fall. Most of the Export Com
pany’s capital will be utilized for fish buying, very little of 
it will be invested in the property at Catalina.

The Trading Company will own the premises at Cat
alina and hire a portion of it to the Export Company. I 
invite all who possess savings to invest in any of the four 
Companies affiliated with the Union, viz.: The Trading 
Company, Export Company, Electric Power Company and 
the Shipbuilding Company. The shares of the Shipbuild
ing Company up to $30,000.00 are guaranteed 7 per cent 
dividends by the Colony. Spare savings are best utilized 
by investing where safe returns are forthcoming and sta
bility is ensured. Investing money is what creates pro
gress and industry. Money misers who keep ther savings 
in tin cans and stockings are a curse rather than a blessing 
to a country. Invest your savings and thereby cause the 
wheels of progress to revolve. Investors become richer 
and hundreds are given employment and the Country's in-

STEAMSHIP PIER, TRADING CO'S. PREMISES, PORT UNION- 
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come expands and the Whole community become gainers. 
Money hid is wealth robbed from the Country and means 
industrial stagnation.

A man four years ago handed me one thousand dollars 
in gold that he had hidden in the earth for ten years. Since 
then we have paid him dividends amounting to $380.00 and 
in two months he will probably receive another hundred, 
while in the earth it increased nothing, but was a continual 
worry. It now gives pleasure and affords means to secure 
some little comforts while the original investment is be
coming more and more valuable.

As the months pass greater and greater confidence 
grows in the Union Companies and we cannot complain of 
the past. Cat Harbor alone this year has purchased up- 
vards of $4,000.00 additional shares in the Trading Com
pany. One planter in Bonavista Bay has $8,000.00 invest
ed. One friend who is a great believer in my aims invested 
$7,000.00 this season in the Union Companies and intends 
to make his interest $25,000.00. Another sympathizer, 
v.ho in 1913 was an opponent who reside in Bonavista 
District, is taking $2,000.00 worth of shares in the Export 
Company.

1 therefore invite all who can of those who hear me 
and those who read my words to come forward and back 
our work by buying 
share in the Com
panies. The Trading 
Company and Export 
Company paid a 10 
per cent dividend last 
year, which make 38 
per cent dividend in 
four years for the 
Trading Co. The Aud
itors' reports id be 
.abled and speak for 
h jmselves.

During the past two 
\ eeks the outports 
have been agitated 
over the increased 
freight rates demand
ed by the Reid Nfld.
I consider the action 
of the Company a. 
outrageous and in 
tended solely to enrich themselves at a time when all true 
men with wealth ought to be doing their utmost to help 
the Colony over a difficult period and the Empire in its 
most pressing hour of need. The Company has been per
mitted by the Government to add rates exceeding in some 
instances 200 per cent the rates charged prior to Novem
ber 1st. The Colony might truly be said to possess no 
Government. Those misruling the Colony at present can
not be considered as anything better than interlopers who 
have secured the reins of Government in opposition to the 
wish of a majority of the electorate.

1 took up the matter of increased rates with the Presi
dent of the Reid Nfld. Co., but Sir William Reid showed 
no inclination to consider any interest but that of enrich
ing himself and family at the expense of the people of this 
country at a time when all who love the Flag and Empire 
should be making sacrifices for one common purpose.

It will be the duty of the incoming Government to 
take steps to protect the interests of the outport people in 
relation to the increased railway rates. The Bowring 
coastal contract will expire in 1918 and in arranging a new 
contract it will be necessary to provide a service that will 
protect our people against the avaricious intention of the 
Reid Nfld. Co. and minimize the effects of the Legislators

who in 1898 attempted to give away our heritage to a Cor
poration. That the Reid Nfld. Co. will regret its amazing 
impudence in placing such an outrageous burden upon the 
people at such a time of natural misery and sacrifice, 1 
entertain no doubt.

Another sad matter for the country in connection with 
the tricks of the rich to impoverish the masses, is the ab
solute indifference manifested by the press. Not a word 
of protest has been uttered except by the Union organ. 
Not one word of resentment has been published by the 
hireling press against the amazing deeds of grabbing that 
has from time to time been attempted by the rich of the 
country. We have in St. John's men who will add $1,000,- 
000 to their savings through grabbing since the war open
ed.

Last spring the Government refused to tax war pro
fits which would have added $1,000,000 to the revenue. 
Men in the Executive made war profits on the sale of 
steamers amounting to 100 per cent. Is it any wonder the 
Government dare not interfere with such profits? Those 
men are asking the masses to supply recruits to uphold 
freedom and liberty. It is surprising to find that the peo
ple who are asked to provide such a sacrifice are enquiring 
as to where such freedom and liberty exist under existing 

circumstances in this 
Colony. The only sure 
conclusion reasonable 
men who study local 
conditions can arrive 
at is, that the 'whole 
foundation of consti
tutional government 
which the Colony pos
sessed, which was 
uased as all supposed, 
on British ideals of 
Liberity and Freedom 
has been superseded 
in the Empire’s hour 
of trial by demoraliz
ing tendencies that 
proclaim the policy of 
grabbing all one can 
no matter how, re
gardless of national 
consequencies and the 

party in power care neither for laws or people. The war 
has taught one lesson which soars above all others which 
is. that no matter who suffers the rich must grow richer.

The masses will inherit a feeling of bitterness as one 
result of this war that will bring about political changes 
after peace is secured, that will destroy all trust and confi
dence in the classes. The classes have demonstrated 
clearly that they recognize no creed but that of self ag
grandisement. Humanity is a word that they mention with 
hatred and contempt. The masses therefore must exert 
themselves to secure such political freedom and liberty af
ter the war in all parts of the Empire as will tolerate no 
lunger the dictation of the classes.

Great danger confronts the independence and pro
gress of the country in the silence of the Press in matters 
of National wrongdoing on the part of the classes and 
Government. We possess five daily papers and four of 
them are intent upon publishing nothing that would be re
sented by the classes. They are controlled by interests 
that are not in sympathy with the general public. They 
are silent in matters of national importance where class 
interests are involved. They will not denounce wrong be
cause it is wrong if committed by the interests. They 
cover up the wrong when the wrong has been committed

SOME DELEGATES AT CATALINA CONVENTION. 19 6.
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by those who can contribute liberally towards the upkeep 
of those papers in the way of advertisements. That 
method is now one of the tricks practised to influence or 
silence newspapers. So many papers have appeared in 
our midst as to cause their managers to keep an eye chief- 
lv on doing or failing to do anything that reflect upon any 
action of those who support the paper as advertisers.

Some firms pay as much as $1500 per year for ad
vertising space in some of the daily papers. How can such 
a paper criticise the actions of such a firm unless it makes 
up its mind to defy such contractor and proclaim what is 
right, and end by finding the receipts of the paper dimin
ished severely enough to force the publisher out of busi
ness. The daily press has become a hireling press—con
trolled entirely by business and political interests—and the 
public cannot rely upon its utterances or trust its state
ments, especially statements intended for the protection of 
the rights of the masses. When men without means are 
given a paper to operate, it must be apparent to the most 
dense, that such a paper cannot express an independent 
opinion. Its utterances are as ordered, and as the interests 
demand. Your paper is fearless and unpurchasable and will 
defend right only and severely condemn wrong no matter by 
v horn committed. Your paper is therefore the only Guard
ian of the Public Con
science in the Colony.
Public men’s actions 
should be incessantly 
criticized in order to 
ensure intelligent ac
tion and efficiency. A 
new spirit has arisen 
amongst us that is 
seeking public expres
sion which is not pos
sible except through 
the columns of your 
paper. That spirit is 
rising like the sap in 
a tree in spring and 
will spring forth next 
year and emancipate 
the masses and break 
the chains that have 
hitherto bound the 
people and made 
them the play things of professional political tricksters.

The duty of the working men is to be up and doing, 
to assume responsibility for matters of public importance, 
to go forward trusting entirely on themselves and relying 
upon the unsatisfied spirit within that has always prompted 
men to achieve great things. Your opportunity has come, 
avail of it, turn neither to the right or the left but go 
straight forward to the goal that is before you if you care 
to attain it. May God endue you with the power of Faith 
and the spirit to persevere and endure. Your cause is 
light, your aim pure. Your determination is to benefit 
your Country and uplift the Sons of Toil; therefore there 
must be no hesitation on your part, for Victory awaits your 
efforts if you do not grow weary in well doing. Right will 
surely prevail and duty faitfully performed must bring 
success. Therefore go forward into 1917 with courage 
and determination. There has been placed upon the work
ing men of Newfoundland to-day a great responsibility and 
woe to us and our country if we shirk our duty or fail to 
live up to the standard of our professions. Obstacles will 
have to be overcome which will be easy if you are deter
mined not to recognize defeat.

During the coming year the country is likely to face 
difficulties hitherto absent from our list of worries. The

submarine menace is not to be lightly regarded. The sup
plying of recruits for the Navy and Regiment; the high 
cost of living, especially of provisions; the shortage in the 
supply of flour; the additional revenue to meet the loss of 
liquor revenue; the war pension fund; the increase in in
terest on the debt; the big increase in freight rates by rail- 
v ay; the possible dislocation of trade and commerce after 
the v.ar ends; the slump in prices of fishery produce and 
labor when the war ends; the loss on stocks of goods re
maining when conditions become normal; the re-employ
ment of our returned Naval and Volunteer heroes, especi
ally of the disabled. All of these difficulties will have to 
be faced, and to overcome them all our resources, patience, 
and ability will have to be availed of. National issues will 
have to be raised and adjusted and a general election will 
have to be fought. The picture is not a pleasant one, but 
it will have to be solved. The greatest responsibility ever 
shouldered by our Government and people will have to be 
carried during the coming year. Few have any idea of 
what is ahead, but I am convinced that it will prove the 
most momentous year in our country’s history. All must 
he ready to make sacrifices for I cannot see any indications 
of ease from worry or of prosperity in 1917, although 
prices of fishery produce will be exceedingly high while 

the war continues- 
probably $10 per qtl.

I sincerely welcome 
you all to our Eighth 
Convention. It is a 
pleasure to meet so 
many old friends once 
more. As we will now 
proceed to business I 
trust our deliberations 
at this time will pro
mote a feeling of 
closer f e 1 lo w s h i p 
amongst us, and be 
conducive of lasting 
good to our country, 
our organization and 
ourselves.

W. F. COAKER. 
President F.P.U.

The Committee to 
draft a reply to the President’s Address submitted the fol
lowing report:

Catalina, December 5th, 1916.
Mr President:—The Committee appointed to con

sider a reply to your opening address, beg to submit the 
following:—

We with you are pleased once more to meet at Cata- 
Mna, which is to be the leading town of the North and we 
have derived great pleasure and instruction from our visit 
of inspection of the buildings and power plant under con
struction for the Union Companies.

It gives us great pleasure to endorse your remarks 
concerning the benefits conferred upon the fishermen since 
the inception of the Union and especially during the past 
rear and we are not unmindful of the increased values of 
fish and oil which all must thank the activities of you and 
the Trading Company for.

We appreciate the Legislative efforts of the Union 
Party and are pleased to know that laws have been enact
ed for our benefits that will not fail to awaken the grati
tude and appreciation of the electorate.

The I ogging, Sealing, Shipbuilding, Local Affairs and 
Pit Prop Laws are on the Statute Book through the F.P. 
U’s efforts and to the Union Party must we attribute this

ON BOARD THE "F.P.U.’’ AT NEWMAN’S COVE, B.B.
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year’s addition to the Old Age Pensions. We have every 
confidence in the Union Party in the Legislature and feel 
sure our greatest expectations will be attained when the 
new Government comes into power.

We are pleased to see such progress in the construc
tion work here and record our appreciation of the great un
dertaking the Trading Company has shouldered, and we 
believe that if all friends who are able will invest in shares 
in the Companies, you will in a short time make Catalina 
a great Union centre of commerce and the town will pro
gress rapidly. We have every faith in the shipbuilding 
plans of the new Company and have no doubts about the 
success of the undertaking.

We strongly recommend all Councils to interest them
selves in the work of selling shares in the Trading, Export, 
Electric and Shipbuilding Companies, for the response to 
the President’s appeal to purchase shares will, if liberal, 
enable the Catalina business to proceed rapidly to com
pletion.

We look forward to the General Elections next fall 
with every confidence of success. We strongly recommend 
that no extension of time be allowed the present Govern
ment. Our desire is that 
the General Elections will 
take place in 1917.

We presume that Can
didates will be selected by 
t h e District Councils 
where possible and where 
impossible just now that 
you will be empowered to 
use vour own discretion 
and make the selections 
as vou deem proper.

We have considered the 
matter of formulating a 
policy for submittance 
next year to the electorate 
on behalf of our Party, 
and v c recommend the 
follovim? planks in the 
Union flatform vhich will 
be kno n as the Catalina 
Platform. (Platform with
held from publication).

Such a platform ought 
to receive the support of 
the v hole body of fishermen as it is what the fishermen 
have des’red for the last thirty years. The time has come 
for initiating a Policy of Fishery Development and we be
lieve that this policy will produce such a change in fishery 
matters as to best promote the general welfare of the fish
ermen and the Colony in general.

There can only be one response to an appeal to the 
electorate based on the platform we have outlined above 
and we call upon our fellow countrymen South and West 
to join hands with us in an endeavour to secure a Govern
ment for the Colony that will serve its best interests and 
restore confidence and self respect. We are pleased to 
learn that you intend to visit the South Coast this fall or 
winter and organize the fishermen under the F.P.U. Ban
ner. We believe the fishermen South will stand by the F. 
P.U. and President Coaker in a manner that will prove 
that the South is as tired of old conditions and corrupt 
Government as the North has shown itself to be. We pre
dict a grand victory for the Liberal-Union Party at the 
coming elections and trust that when we meet again next 
fall that the Colony will possess a Government chiefly 
composed of men selected by the Councils of the Union 
and determined to secure for every man his own. With re

gard to the Leadership of the Party, we recognize you as 
our Leader in all matters but taking into consideration the 
circumstances that exist in relation to such a matter as the 
selection of a leader, we rely upon your good judgment in 
this matter and will abide by your decision and that of the 
Party. We offer our congratulations to Dr. Lloyd upon 
his selection as Leader of the Liberal-Union Party in the 
House and upon the splendid manner in which he per
formed his official duties last session.

We deeply sympathize with the families of our de
parted friends and record our deep regret of the loss we 
have sustained in the death of such comrades as friends 
Loder. Turner, Burke, and Diamond. Friends Loder and 
Turner have attended our Conventions and entered into 
our closest confidence. Friend Loder was the first Union 
member to join in Trinity District and took a close interest 
in all Union work. He was the first life member of this 
Council to pass away and his name will always be identi
fied V ith the F.P.U.

We gladly learn that seven additional Union Stores 
were opened this year and that several more will be added 
next year making about 40 in operation. We hope the

Trading Company will be able to extend their store system 
until the whole Island is embraced as without doubt those 
stores are completely changing outport business and prov
ing immensely beneficial to the masses. In buying fish 
and oil they lead, and but for those stores the outports 
would have to take what men intent on money grabbing 
were inclined to offer. Those stores ensure the securing 
of the fullest values for fish and oil and every member 
should support them loyally and keep them in operation.

We are proud of the chain of splendid premises the 
Company possess and are pleased to know more premises 
are under erection and more will be erected next year. We 
consider it the duty of every member to back up the erec
tion of our premises and the least the members can do is 
to perform the labor and invest the amount in shares in 
the Company. That $60,000 worth of outport property 
excluding Catalina now belongs to the Union is indeed a 
marvellous result for five or six years work and is strong 
proof of the progress of the work as well as the loyalty of 
the vast majority of our members.

The enemies of the Union surely must now realize 
that it is the greatest power in the Colony. They cannot 
point the finger of scorn any longer at the poverty of the

PORT UNION PREMISES—18 MONTHS AFTER CONSTRUCTION STARTED.
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Union or express the belief that it will be down and out in 
a few months as was usual up to the past year or two. Can 
they produce proof of similar progress, improvement or 
advancement of the masses, under any former organiza
tion, government or party? There can be no doubt of the 
fact that you Mr. President were called by Providence to 
establish this work. Its efforts are blessed and will prove 
victorious over every difficulty.

We gladly note that it is your intention to issue a 
morning paper. This matter has been pressing for some
time as we realize that the friends who receive at their 
harbors the morning mail from St. John's are compelled to 
take the Tory "News" beside the recent change in the hour 
of despatching the express across the country leave our 
evening paper one day old before reaching the subscriber. 
The issuing of a morning paper will remove those difficul
ties and enable us to read our own morning paper and save 
us from having to support a paper bitterly opposed to our 
Union. We invite all our friends who are interested in the 
morning paper to subscribe for it this year without fail. 
The price will be $2 per year, the same as the evening.

Those who wish to take the weekly paper will find it an 
immense value for 50 cents, and where the mail is week
ly the weekly issue is just as useful as the daily, as it con
tains matter which appears in the daily. Every effort 
should be made by all Councils to get the papers in the 
hands of our members and other friends and Councils 
should appoint a Committee to canvas every home and do 
their utmost to obtain as many subscribers as possible. 
No member can intelligently follow events if he does not 
take the paper.

The amendments you propose to the Constitution has 
been submitted to a Special Committee and we will not 
here deal with them.

We record our appreciation of the Trading Company’s 
action in paying members fees who spend a small amount 
for goods at the Union Stores. This will enable all mem
bers within reach of Union Stores to avail of the Union 
benefits without having to pay one cent to maintain the 
organization which is indeed another proof to all that the 
F.P.U. is not aiming at taking money from its members or 
allowing anyone to become rich at the Union’s expense. 
It is marvellous that this great organization can now be 
conducted and maintained so efficiently, without a cent’s

cost to its members. Who in the Colony thought such pos
sible when this organization was established by you, Mr. 
President. Where are now the doubting Thomas’s? 
Where are those who became traitors through financial in
ducements, who aimed at killing the Union work by assail
ing you sir? Where are the bitter enemies of 1913? 
Where are those who gladly used us in 1913 but turned on 
us when they saw uphill work ahead and did not hesitate 
to hurl their poisoned spears at you and our cause?

We approve of your suggestion regarding the invest
ment of the $20,000 funds of this Council, and empower 
you to loan $15,000 to the Publishing Company to be cov
ered by mortgage and invest $2,500 in the Shipbuilding 
Company and $2,500 in the Electric Power and Light Com
pany. The income on such investments to be used to meet 
the expenditure of this Council’s work and paid as you 
deem proper.

We note that in future your services will be honorary 
itnd without cost to this Council. The Trading Company 
will pay you the full salary. We wish to record our warm
est appreciation of this action of the Trading Company 

and believe every member 
will regard it as another 
token of the benefits the 
Company is conferring 
upon the whole country, as 
well as our organization.

We also wish to record 
our appreciation of the 
great services rendered 
the F.P.U. by you for the 
past eight years, two of 
which you served us with
out any compensation and 
for the six years you were 
under salary you drew but 
$600 per year instead of 
$1800 that had been voted 
to you by this Council. 
This is a record that can
not be beaten and will for
ever be a memorial to you, 
sir. For time has proved 
your devotion to our cause 
not as measured by gold 
but by the best possible 
services you could render 

your fellowman in the way all great men have toiled. Your 
services to our cause cannot be estimated by a gold pay
ment. You never attempted to so measure them, hence 
you possess to-day the confidence of your fellow country
men and the warmest thanks of the members of our Union.

We with you have no misgivings as to the result of 
the next political battle. We are determined to be stronger 
than ever. We are confident the other districts will avail 
of the chance to place a new Government in power that 
will do their duty faithfully. We have every confidence in 
our Union members of the House of Assembly and they 
possess the confidence of a large proportion of voters not 
included in our ranks. The past four years have made 
them more valuable as the experience gained by them dur
ing their term of service as legislators will enable them to 
perform their duties more perfectly in the future.

We assure our candidates of our loyal support in the 
fieht next fall and believe that Bay-de-Verde, Carbonear, 
Harbor Grace, Harbor Main, Burin, Fortune, Burgeo, Pla
centia and St. George’s will no longer tolerate the election 
of a Government that is not in sympathy with the masses, 
or are capable of accomplishing anything of material bene
fit to the people.

FISH STORE, PART OF WATERFRONT, PORT UNION.
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We join with you in extending to the bereaved fami
lies of our dead heroes that sympathy which we all feel so 
keenly and pray that God will strengthen them to carry 
their sorrows. They all died gloriously, as millions of our 
race did in days of yore. Their example will forever en
dure and the generations of the future will pay tribute to 
their memory and glory in their deeds.

The young men of the Country should not hesitate to 
follow the splendid example shown by our departed heroes. 
Many months will pass before peace will be proclaimed. 
Many more men will be needed to ensure the triumph of 
the Allies. Let the young men bestir themselves and re
spond to the call of the Empire, for men must be forth
coming and we fear that unless the response is satisfactory 
that conscription of some sort will be introduced. May 
such a course be unnecessary, but in our opinion conscrip
tion will come if the war continues and if the response to 
enlist does not produce reasonable results. This is a very 
serious matter and calls for the serious consideration of 
the people of the whole country.

In the event of this matter becoming a live issue we 
rely upon, Sir, to protect our interests as loyally as you 
have in the past and we feel confident that whatever de
cisions you and the party arrive 
at will be founded on condi
tions and facts that will entitle 
you to the loyal support of our 
whole membership. We are of 
the opinion that your duty is to 
remain at your post as Head of 
the Union and Director of the 
various Union interests. The 
Country’s affairs must be su
pervised and scrutinized under 
present circumstances and we 
cannot approve of any intention 
on your part of going abroad to 
uphold the Empire’s cause as a 
fighter, but we consider it right 
that at least 50 recruits should 
come forward to serve the 
cause at the front in your place.
It ought not be very difficult to 
procure the 50 young heroes.
Their names should be sent in 
to you as soon as possible and 
enrolled on our records and 
published as such in the Union papers.

We trust the Liberal-Union Party will move at the 
next session of the House to place the Naval Reservists 
pay on the same footing as the Volunteers. The Country 
should gladly make up the difference between the amount 
paid by the Imperial authorities to our Naval lads and that 
paid by the Colony to our Volunteers.

We strongly condemn the action of the Legislature in 
allowing large steel ships to engage in the seal fishery 
which was done in defiance of the petitions of this organi
zation. We of the North have the greatest interest in the 
seal fishery and our experience count in such matters. 
W econsider the time opportune to cut out the large steel 
steamers in view of the superior advantages such steamers 
possess over wooden steamers. The wooden steamers 
were fully capable of cleaning up the seal patch each year, 
if left to themselves, and we decided that as the steel 
ships had been withdrawn with such advantage to the 
wooden ships, as demonstrated last spring, that those ships 
should not be allowed to again engage in the seal fishery 
or be replaced by like steamers. Great results and much 
more profit would be the outcome of debarring large steam 
steamers from engaging in the seal fishery. We therefore

record our strong condemnation of the action of those who 
killed the proposal in the Lower House. As the platform 
of the Party includes a plank dealing with this issue we 
now refrain from further comment.

The agitation in reference to prices for fish to which 
you refer, require our closest attention and we are of the 
opinion that when the Export Company is able to export 
our produce that the proposals of the Company will adjust 
the matter so far as we are concerned. We strongly ap
prove of the proposals of the Company to fix a price about 
the first of October for all fish as a current price and to pay 
any further advances which may result for increased 
prices abroad after the price is fixed, in the shape of a 
bonus payable to members of the F.P.U. who are share
holders in the Company. Every fisherman can at least own 
one share in the Company as a share is but $10.00. We 
long for the day to come when the Export Company at 
Catalina will be able to take over all our produce and save 
us from risking our lives and property by going to St. 
John’s and also save us very valuable time.

We gladly learn that the Trading Company will be 
ready to take up the supplying of all who can offer secur
ity, or who own their own schooner. This will ensure the

success of the Catalina business as we will be able to trade 
as well as dispose of our produce at Catalina. Every 
Council is requested therefore to make every effort this 
fall and winter to dispose of Export Company shares for 
capital must be forthcoming if we are to secure benefits 
and advantages possible through the work of the Export 
Company. We cannot permit outside capital to control 
any of our Companies and our members must realize this 
and invest what they can spare.

We note with pleasure the progress of the work of 
construction of the Electric Power Plant, and hope it will 
be in operation by next August or September. We are 
pleased to learn that the Shipbuilding Company is having 
large quantities of timber cut this winter for shipbuilding 
purposes, and we trust all who are in a position to cut 
shipbuilding timber will do so and bring it along next 
spring and invest as much as possible of the proceeds in 
Shipbuilding Company shares. It is pleasing to note that 
many a doubter in 1913 is now a believer and is investing 
his spare earnings in the Union Companies, and the ex
amples you have mentioned ought to induce others with 
savings in the banks to come forward and do likewise.

We have carefully considered your remarks anent the

FLUME OF ELECTRIC PLANT AT PORT UNION -FIRST STAVE FLUME CON
STRUCTED IN NEWFOUNDLAND.
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action of the Reid Newfoundland Company in advancing 
freight charges to such an enormous extent, amounting as 
we know to over 200 per cent in some cases. This con
duct we strongly condemn, and whatever the reason, the 
present is no time for any sane or loyal subject of Britain 
to use powers that may be legal, to inflict such misery and 
hardships as must result from this action of the Reid Nfld. 
Co. The conduct of the Company deserves our strongest 
condemnation and we agree that when the coastal con
tracts are renewed in 1918 that action should be taken to 
counteract the effects of such unfair charges, and the Gov
ernment asked to increase the duty on coal used for steam 
from 50 cents to $1.00 per ton, which will show the Com
pany that such action as theirs carry two edges.

We also record our condemnation of the Hon. R. K. 
Bishop who is under contract to the Government for the 
performance of the Treaty Shore service, in increasing 
freight rates 100 per cent, just as soon as he felt the sea
son for the use of schooners had ended. His conduct is 
no credit to him or the Government and will not be swal
lowed a seasily as those concerned imagine. If this ser
vice is continued in 1917, we trust the Government will 
see that freight charges are not higher than the rates fixed

by the Bowring contract for the East Coast.
We endorse your reference to the hireling press and 

regard conditions as serious for the people and country. 
We know some papers are owned body and soul by certain 
interests opposed to the welfare of the people in general, 
but we had some hope of the “Telegram” being outspoken 
and fearless in attacking wrong doing such as the grab
bing so commonly practised. It is another reason why we 
should be true and loyal to our cause next fall, for those 
hireling papers will find little support after the ballots are 
counted next fall. No greater curse can befall a country 
than that of possessing a hireling press, but our eyes are 
opened wide enough now to see ourselves. The influence 
of such papers will not be weighty enough to have any ef
fect upon the electorate next fall. We ask the outport 
fishermen whether Union or non-union to be true to them
selves and subscribe for the fishermen's papers which is 
iheir sole friend amongst papers.

We are determined to stand by our Union and our 
Party next fall, all are now agreed that Graballism must 
go and Unionism must triumph; therefore, all who love 
“Right and Country” will “Swim with Coaker” when the 
day of voting arrives.

We are pleased and delighted to be present at this 
Convention and believe that our deliberations at this time 
will result in promoting closer bonds of fellowship amongst 
us, and action that will greatly benefit our Union and 
membership, strengthen the hands of our President and 
advance the best interests of our country.

Respectfully submitted,
W. B. JENNINGS, GARFIELD PARSONS, J.
B. WORNELL, JOHN GUPPY, S. A. CHASE,
R. G. WINDSOR, THEODORE PENNY.

The following address of welcome was presented to 
President Coaker and Delegates at the opening at the F. 
P.U. Convention at Catalina, December 4th, 1916:
Mr. President and Delegates representing the many Local

Councils of the Fishermen’s Protective Union of
Newfoundland, and Visiting Friends:—
We, the members of Catalina Local Council, hail with 

delight your presence in our midst and feel we are highly 
honoured by being afforded this opportunity to extend to 
you and all the Delegates a sincere and hearty welcome to 
our Town.

We assure you of our deepest interest in each and 
every Delegate who has been 
so fortunate as to be able to 
attend this Eighth Annual Con
vention and trust there will be 
nothing lacking on our part to 
make your visit a profitable 
and a pleasant one.

Esteemed President, words 
fail to express the respect and 
admiration our Council hold 
for you. We are fully con
vinced that you are doing your 
utmost to obtain for us their 
own. You have already ac
complished what our most bril
liant men thought was impos
sible and all the obstacles 
which were thrown in your 
way have been surmounted. 
With your great ability and 
with such a powerful organiza
tion behind you there is no 
reason why we cannot accom
plish even greater things, not 

only commercially but politically. The eyes of all the 
Country are turned towards Catalina on this particular oc
casion and the result of this Convention’s deliberations 
will be anxiously watched.

Never before could the fishermen meet from all parts 
of the Colony to discuss important matters pertaining to 
the welfare of the Country. The scales have been re
moved from the fishermen’s eyes and to-day they realize 
that they are a great power and are fully determined to 
uproot wrong doing and arouse the people to higher ideals. 
W«e should all rejoice to find so much already accomplish
ed by the Union in such a short time.

At our last Convention great things were spoken 
about, viz.: The Exporting Company, Shipbuilding Com
pany and the Union Electric Company. A great many 
who were present on that occasion were in doubt as to the 
outcome but now all the Delegates will have an opportun
ity to visit the South West Arm and behold in course of 
construction one of the largest business premises in the 
Country. After this Convention is over Morris won’t be 
the only man who will say that “Coaker is a Mystery."

The Companies referred above will certainly be a 
great boon not only to Catalina but to the whole Colony,

THE FLOOD GATE OF THE ELECTRIC POWER SUPPLY AT PORT UNION.



therefore, the stock should De readily subscribed for by all Union men through
out the Country.

We are pleased to know that this Colony has produced a man who is willing 
to sacrifice time and talent for the uplifting of its poor down trodden people and 
we feel sure that you are devoting your time and energies in exposing the Com-

and it brings no happiness, therefore, Mr. President, carry on your good work in 
the future as you have done in the past and the poor Toilers of the Country will 
reap the benefit which you are striving to attain for them.

Again we welcome you and trust that your short stay with us will be pleasant 
and profitable and that all the Delegates may return to their respective Councils
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SHIPYARD AT PORT UNION, SHOWING TERN SCHOONER “MINT1E” ON THE STOCKS.

mercial and Political wrongs throughout the Colony and to bring about a glorious well satisfied with the result of this Convention, 
reformation for the Country and People.

Signed on behalf of Catalina Local Council,
We pledge ourselves to stand to your back through thick and thin and help DUGALD WHITE,

you to make your work a success. What is obtained without effort does not stay, Chairman.
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Journal of Proceedings
OF THE NINTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF 

THE FISHERMEN S PROTECTIVE UNION, HELD AT CATALINA, 
NOVEMBER 13TH, 1917.

Catalina, November 13th, 1917.
HE President declared the Convention opened for the 

transaction of business, and delivered the following 
speech :—

Dear Friends:—Once again we have been permitted 
to meet together at Annual Convention. Once again we 
meet at Catalina.
This is our 
Ninth Annual 
Convention and 
the fourth held 
at Catalina . As 
Catalina will be 
t h e Headquar- 
t e r s for the 
whole of the 
Union business 
in the future it 
is but right and 
proper that we 
convene here at 
least until the 
Union premises 
and industrial 
enterprises are 
completed.

Next May the 
premises at Port 
Union will be 
open for business and Headquarters transferred from St.

During the year the Trading Company purchased the 
Chronicle building at St. John's, and it has become the 
Home of the "Advocate." An office for the Trading Com
pany will also be operated in the "Advocate” building next 
Spring, where our St. John’s business will be transacted 
and where I will be found when at St. John’s.

You will no doubt be amazed over the gigantic pre
mises, Shipbuilding and Electric Plants now open to your 
view at Port Union. The whole enterprise belongs to the 
Fishermen of the Country and you must indeed feel proud 
of the possession of such a home for the F.P.U. Four 
thousand fishermen own all this splendid property and con
trol it entirely.

I am extremely sorry the Electric Plant is not in op
eration, for if it had, your visit would have been more 
pleasant.

The fruits of nine years exertions are now visible and 
1 want you to ask yourselves, when in the History of the 
Colony, during any nine years, have the fishermen of New
foundland made such progress and improved their com
mercial and financial standing as they have since they 
possessed the F.P.U.

During the past nine years the fishermen of the Coun
try have deposited in the Banks about $8,000,000 surplus 
earnings. Last year $ 1,250,000 was deposited, and this 
year the savings deposited in Banks will exceed $2,000,- 
000. I estimate additional savings not deposited the past 
two years to be equal to $2,000,000 more. The Banks at 

present hold 
about $18,000,- 
000 on deposit 
as the savings of 
the people o f 
this Colony, an
other Five Mil
lion may be add
ed to represent 
savings not

Never before 
was Newfound
land so well off. 
Never before 
was fishery pro
duce sold at such 
high prices —

$10.00 for Shore 
fish, $7.00 for 
soft Labrador, 
$225.00 for cod- 
oil, $6.00 for 

split herring, $10.00 for turbot, $4.00 for herring from the 
net and $8.00 for seals are prices that should cause every 
fisherman to be proud of his calling and should convince 
every young producer, that no Country under Heaven of
fers better opportunities of securing a living for a working 
man than poor old Terra Nova.

After all the hard past, after all the oppression and 
harsh treatment, after so many dark financial years, after 
passing through years of depression when thousands with
in our own remembrance feasted on doles meted out by 
fossilized Governments, the day has come when New
foundland fishermen can truthfully claim to be as inde*- 
pendent, industrious, and richer than any body of toilers 
in any Country under Heaven. Every one present knows 
that prosperity will remain with us as long as the fisher
men remain united and determined to be true to them
selves and their all-powerful organization. No power can 
harm you or injure your interests, or bring back the days 
of depression, if you remain true to yourselves and loyal 
to your Union.

The seal fishery the past spring was made remarkable 
by the action of some crews availing of their rights under 
the law passed in 1916, to sell their seals to the highest 
bidder. $6.00 was offered for seals by the shipowners,

A VIEW OF PORT UNION HARBOR.
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but $8.00 was the amount paid, because of the action of 
the Trading Company in competing. This is another inst
ance of how $40,000 were placed in the toilers’ pockets, 
that would have gone to enrich the rich, had there been no 
F.P.U

We have forty stores in operation at present. Stores 
were opened this year at Kelligrews, Salmon Cove, Hant’s 
Harbor, Pilley’s Island, Springdale, St. Anthony and Sal
vage. New premises are under erection at Leading 
Tickles, Springdale, Salvage, Ladle Cove, Moreton’s Har
bor and Keels. Arrangements are being made to construct 
new premises at Change Islands and Carmanville. A new 
store is being erected on the Botwood premises. Pilley's 
Island and Exploits have just finished additional buildings 
at their premises. Greenspond premises has been great
ly improved and is now one of the best commercial pre
mises in the outports. Alexander Bay Council is getting 
their premises into shape and will likely have it ready for 
business the coming Spring.

There are thirty-five Union Halls in use throughout 
the North and three or four more now under erection. The 
value of the Outport Stores and Halls now exceeds $100,- 
000. The funds of the Union amount to 
$20,000, which has been invested in 
the Publishing, Shipbuilding and Elec
tric Companies.

During the past year I visited the 
Northern Bays in the F.P.U. motor 
yacht. Last Winter I visited Burin 
District and became acquainted with 
conditions on the West Coast.

At last Convention I called upon 
fifty young men to come forward in my 
place to enlist for the Front. 1 am de
lighted to be able to say that the re
sponse to my appeal was magnificent; 
about 130 young men came forward in 
six months to enlis t as "Coaker Re
cruits,” sixty-eight passed the medical 
test and were enrolled. Their names 
are: —

Herbert Collis, Wm. C. Christian, J.
Norman, C. Green, Garland Penney,
William Barnes, Albert Ryan, Nehe- 
miah Day, G. Painter, John Miller, E.
Froude, C. Richards, R. Simmons, H.
C. Duffett, L. Brett, H. W. Quinton, H.
King, J. Clarke, F. Burt, Robert Sim
mons, Kenneth Langdon, Ward Ball, Archibald Manuel, 
Pierce Parsons, Alpheus Harnett, Ernest Eddy, James 
Johnson, J. C. Butt, Neville Samson, Fred. J. White, John 
Prince, Joseph Prince, Lorin Russell, Albert E. Quinton, 
Walter P. Vincent, Arthur J. Winsor, Gordon Simms, Mark 
Lodge, George Pomeroy, Fred. H. Gullage, Harry Blun- 
don, Whittier Holloway, Henry Tulk, William Fowler, W. 
J. Stratton, Adolphus Locke, Arthur Pittman, A. H. Pitt
man, Wesley Pittman, H. A. House, Ford Jewer, Olando 
Hewlett, Douglas Pelley, Albert Pelley, Joseph Ford, Gil
bert Ivany, Alexander Crews, Henry P. Hillier, George 
Pike, Dolp, J. Stuckless, Elisha Hellier, John Bungay, E. 
J. Thornhill, Joseph Pelley, Kenneth Crews, Ches. Hillier, 
J. Thornhill, H. V. Hunter.

Many a home has lost a noble son during the year, 
fighting for Empire and Liberty. Amongst those we know 
is Lieut. Cyril Gardner, who was awarded the D.C.M. with 
Bar for bravery. Lieut. Gardner was one of our most pro
mising young members and had he lived to return would 
have attained a high position amongst us.

The War still rages in its hellish fury and no human 
mind can discern when it will end. God grant that a peace

that will end all war will soon be consummated ; any other 
terms of peace will prove a greater calamity than the war. 
We must bend ourselves to make any sacrifices our re
sponsibility as part of the Empire entails.

1 trust our young men will respond to the Call of Duty 
imposed upon us, and the response will be sufficient to 
keep the Regiment intact and maintain the Glory that our 
Noble Sons have entwined around the name of Newfound
land. We do not want Conscription ; let us therefore ex
ert oursel- es to secure recruits under the present volun- 
tniy system. Should the present appeal not produce say 
500 recruits, I fear the Colony will be compelled to con
sider some sort of Selective Conscription. Let us do our 
utmost to make this impossible, by exerting ourselves to 
secure the men required under the system now prevailing.

In May last the Government approached the Opposi
tion Party in view of forming a National Government ; 
after consideration the offer was rejected. The Legisla
ture opened and on the first day it was seen that the Gov
ernment was determined to hold off the elections until a 
year after the war ended. We accepted the challenge, and 
for two weeks held up the business of the House, hoping 

thereby to arouse the people to a sense 
of their duty.

The Press was arrayed against an 
election this Fall and the indifference 
shov ed the citizens of St. John's 
and large Outports convinced the Op
position Party that the Government 

ould pass a law prolonging the life of 
Parliament, probably for three years. 
We noted the indifference manifested 
by the Electorate, and we were ap
palled over a situation that would en
sue if elections were withheld for two 
or three years. Enlistment would be 
ended, agitation and dissatisfaction 
\ ould increase, feeling would become 
more bitter between adherents of the 
tvo parties, fish would not be worth 
$5.10, and a condition of affairs such 
as fe desired would result.

the fishery showed indications of a 
large catch, tonnage was unprocurable, 
no efforts were being made to market 
the large catch of fish. The possibili
ties of a serious outcome from the 
German submarine campaign demand

ed consideration of our public men in view of the effect 
upon the exportation of our produce to Europe.

A condition of affairs had presented itself in the 
House that demanded strong action by the Government. 
The Country desired protection for the disabled soldiers, 
protection for the people against profiteering, the possible 
expenditure of a large amount to purchase steamers to ex
port fish, the importation of food and coal, the holding of 
elections as soon as possible to impart new life and blood 
into matters of public concern, the keeping of the Regi
ment intact, the raising of a large loan for war expendi
ture, the possibility of small revenues resulting from any 
break down in marketing our produce, the necessity of se
curing financial support for the Treasury by placing a tax 
o nsurplus war profits, combined with the fact that the old 
Government had become paralyzed, caused the Opposition 
Party to consider the Premier’s appeal for a National Gov
ernment, and after much consideration the Opposition 
Party unanimously decided to consent to the formation of 
a National Government, upon condition that the old Gov
ernment resign and a new Government be formed upon a 
basis of equality all round.

R. G. WINSOR, 
M.H.A. for Bonavista.
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This was agreed to. Sir E. P. Morris handed the re
signation of the Government to the Governor, and the 
Governor called upon Dr. Lloyd to form a Government; 
'.his Dr. Lloyd was unable to do, and asked the Governor to 
re-call Sir E. P. Morris, promising to aid Sir E. P. Morris 
in the formation of a National Government. A National 
Government was formed, six members of the Executive 
Government were selected from the People’s Party and six 
from the Liberal-Union Party. Half the Departmental 
positions were given to the Liberal-Union Party and half 
to the People’s Party. 1 was pressed to take the position 
of Minister of Marine and Fisheries, but refused upon the 
grounds, that my first duty was to protect the interests of 
the Fishermen as President of the F.P.U. and Manager of 
the Union Companies. It was agreed to make Dr. Lloyd 
Acting Premier in the Premier's absence.

It was agreed, if necessary, to hold an Election in 
1918.

The first act of the new Government was to appoint a 
Committee to procure tonnage for the marketing of our 
fish, to find markets for the fish, to secure a supply of coal 
for the railway system and St. John’s the coming Winter, 
to obtain a supply of salt which had 
then become exhausted, to make pro
vision for sailors plying to Europe, and 
to find tonnage to handle the catch of 
fish on the Labrador.

The result of our action in forming 
a National Government is now appar
ent, and who will be bold enough to 
say our action has not been fully justi- 
ed and in the truest interest of the 
' hole People and Colony. National 
issues of great importance demanded 
united action. We did not seek this co
operation, we were urgently invited to 
co-operate. There was no hope of 
turning out the old Government for 
perhaps three years, except by forming 
n National Government.

In 1913 we went to the Polls with 
Sir R. Bond, and 1 was to be given a 
seat in the Executive Council, had we 
been successful ; to-day—without a 
battle that would have resulted in 
dividing the Colony into two religious 
divisions, thus creating conditions none 
but fanatics would welcome—we have 
secured an influence and power in the Government of the 
Colony that could not be increased even if we had gone to 
the Polls this Fall and defeated the old Government. This 
has been attained by an arrangement that only could be 
consummated by big, broad and able statesmen.

The new Government has achieved wonders; what 
was thought impossible has been attained. Dark clouds 
which covered the commercial and financial horizon in 
August and September disappeared as if by magic and the 
bright sunshine poured its beams upon the Colony's busi
ness in a manner that has enabled us all to congratulate 
ourselves. God’s blessing has indeed been bestowed up
on our Island Home.

His Excellency the Governor, just before leaving our 
shores, placed in writing for public information his opin
ions of what the Tonnage Committee had achieved for the

I venture to say, my friends, that had there been no 
National Government formed in July, the fishermen would 
not have received more than $6.00 for Shore fish and $3.00 
for Soft Labrador. For weeks we searched the world for 
steamers. We had arranged the purchase of two, just

when the papers were to be signed, the Admiralty stepped 
in and absolutely forbade the transfer. After days of con
tinuous worry and discouragement we chartered a steamer 
for six months to convey fish to Europe ; no sooner was she 
chartered than we learnt she had been torpedoed. Again 
the clouds darkened, again they lifted when we found an
other ship to replace the one torpedoed.

Then came the blow that paralyzed the exporters, 
when insurance on the cargo of the big steamer that took 
10,000 casks was unprocurable. We were again asked to 
come to the rescue of the exporters who required $900,000 
worth of insurance, and we succeeded in getting the Brit
ish Government to cover the cargo; and again the black 
cloud disappeared.

The Italian Government then responded to our appeal 
to purchase fish, and w econvened the Fish Exporters and 
gave them this splendid information at a time when they 
had given up hope of seeing Soft Labrador prices above 
$3.00 per quintal.

Then other firms secured sail tonnage, only to find 
they could not procure full insurance on cargoes. The 
Trade again appealed to the Tonnage Committee and Gov

ernment to find a silver lining in the 
dark cloud which had again gathered. 
The National Government came to the 
rescue and offered to issue Insurance 
Policies. Had this not been done, buy
ers would have stopped buying fish.

We then fixed a minimum price on 
fish by deciding to insure only fish that 
had been purchased at, at least $10.00 
per quintal for Shore and $6.00 for 
Soft Labrador. Under the circum
stances, this was the most beneficial 
transaction of a Government on behalf 
of the Fishermen that had ever been 
rendered. Then came the competition 
of the F.P.U. in buying Soft Labrador 
fish which raised prices to the highest 
figure ever paid for Soft Labrador fish.

Day and night the Tonnage Commit
tee has toiled for the Country’s wel
fare. There has not been a day since 
July 18th, outside of Sundays and 
when I am out of town, that I have not 
been attending to some business in 
connection with the duties of the Ton
nage Committee. Mr. Crosbie, who is 

Chairman of the Committee, has worked incessantly, and 
his energy and experience have gone far to make the suc
cess it has achieved.

For two months Dr. Lloyd has been Acting Premier 
and the Executive has worked harmoniously and co-oper
ated splendidly in every matter affecting your welfare. 
Hundreds of matters which you cannot know of have been 
performed by the new Government, and any man who can
not conscientiously approve of our action is only debarred 
from so doing by jealousy and political blindness.

What I have done I am ready to justify and an oppor
tunity will be afforded the Electorate as soon as possible 
lo approve or disapprove of what we have done and con
demn or approve of our record as a National Government.

As soon as I know that my friends disapprove of my 
action, I shall welcome retirement from Public life. I have 
no excuses to offer. I have done my part sincerely and 
honestly, believing it was the only way out for the Colony. 
I am convinced now that we made no mistake in forming 
the Fishermen’s Government—for that is really what the 
present Government is. You will be invited to fully dis
cuss this matter later and 1 would consider it a favour if

JOHN ABBOTT, 
M.H.A. for Bonavista.
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every delegate will discuss the matter openly and express 
his approval or disapproval of our action.

The F.P.U. has entered into another phase of its busi
ness this season in the exporting of fish to the foreign 
markets. Some 80,000 quintals will be exported by us this 
season, which is a step we have long hoped for.

Next Spring, supplies will be issued to our friends at 
Port Union premises, and fish will be taken in there next 
year and exported direct.

Looking to the future, I trust the Government at the 
next Session of the Legislature will be able to enact laws 
to standardize fish, for this is now the most serious issue 
confronting the vital interests of the Country and cannot 
longer be ignored.

A law should also be passed giving the right to every 
Shareman to take his portion of the voyage to himself over 
the rail and be free to dispense of it where and how he

Old Age Pensions should also be allowed to aged 
women from 75 years of age upwards at the same rate 
as paid the men.

A conference of banking owners and 
men should be convened by the Government 
at Burin or Grand Bank the coming Winter 
and the matter of encouraging the Bank fish
ery discussed.

A vote to establish Night Schools should 
be passed by the Government at the next ses
sion of the Legislature and a Commission ap
pointed immediately to make arrangements 
for the opening of such schools next Fall.

A vote should also be passed for the 
ercct ^n of Bait Depots.

Fishery Boards with proper authority to 
formulate fishery rules should be established 
for the North and Western portions of the 
Colony.

The Pay Steam Service for Trinity, Bon- 
nv:sta, Fogo and Tv illingate Districts should 
be re-adjusted. Those services were alright 
18 years ago, when arranged, but are not 
adapted for present day conditions.

An effort should also be made to obtain 
a daily express service across the country 
and rates for passengers and freight traffic by the Reid 
system should be revised in order to permit the public to 
use those facilities with greater advantage and conveni
ence. At present the public is practically debarred from 
using most of the Reid system because of the exorbitant 
rates charged.

I would also like to see a law passed enabling the 
electors of any district to compel the resignation of repre
sentatives in the House of Assembly when properly re
quested to do so by a petition signed by a majority of the 
electors in a district.

I therefore submit for your consideration the Revised 
Catalina Political Platform of the F.P.U., which we must 
endeavour to have placed before the electorate for ap
proval at the coming elections. (Platform not published).

Such a programme should inspire and encourage 
very man in the Colony. No Government of Newfound

land ever proposed measures so beneficial to the whole 
electorate. Our Policy will mean general prosperity, 
abundance of labour, highest values for fishery produce, 
and the retention of our young men as producers.

For eight years the Country struggled under a Bond 
administration and then became disgusted and welcomed 
the Morris administration, which for another eight years

struggled by scratching the surface to ensure prosperity. 
The formation of the National Government ended the 
Morris administration and ushered in the first Fishermen’s 
Government the Colony ever possessed. In other words 
you had a Bond Government eight years and tired of it; 
you had a Morris Government eight years and tired of 
that; you will now have an opportunity to see what eight 
years of a Fishermen’s Government will perform for the 
Colony.

If there are men in this Colony who imagine that you 
will fall back upon fossilized Politicians and Upper House 
Profiteers to conduct public affairs in the future, their 
imagination will receive a rude shock before many months

Some of the Patriots who used their votes in the Up
per House to escape paying a Surplus Profit Tax would use 
disgruntlers as tools to endeavour to undermine your con
fidence in me by asserting that 1 was bought because 1 
consented to enter a Fishermen’s Government. Let me 
sny here and now for the benefit of all concerned that / 
defy any man to prove that my hands are not clean, or that

anyone influenced me in my political actions, or can influ
ence me in any way in any matter.

For five years I have possessed a free pass over the 
railway system, but 1 have not used it ; does that show that 
I am one of the class of public men that can be influenced 
by any big interests? I am to-day a poorer man than 1 
was when I started the F.P.U. I am not the owner of 
$100. If that is not proof enough for you that 1 have be
come your leader for your good and through a determina
tion to sacrifice my personal interest, you had better now 
and here replace me by someone who will be truer to your 
ideals of what a Public man should be.

During the past six years I have made enough money 
for you in selling fish and oil to make you a present of the 
great premises at Port Union, while I have become poor 
financially on a salary of $100 per month. To-day there 
are seven employees in our service receiving more salary 
than I do. Some of them $300 per year more. You say 
alright, we will pay you more salary ; but I reply that my 
services are not being rendered in return for dollars. If 
my services are to be valued on a dollar and cent basis 
you cannot find enough to retain me in your service. I 
have become your servant and leader for my Country’s 
good and to enrich my fellowmen. I have proved during

THE THREE PIERS OF THE TRADING COMPANY’S PREMIES AT 
PORT UNION.
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the past nine years my sincerity and my genuine devotion 
to ideals I told you I believed in nine years ago. I have 
laboured continuously for your welfare, the result of my 
labours is apparent to all.

To the abundant labours which fall to me as Leader 
of the F.P.U. and Manager of your business concerns I 
have now added those of Public responsibility, which are 
more exacting than any other duties any man can under
take. Surely no one envies me my responsibilities and 
constant toil? Surely no one envies me what compensa
tion I derive financially? Surely no honest and reason- 
tble man can accuse me of seeking self-aggrandizement, 
or promoting my own financial interests? What then does 
anyone want me to be that I am not, if what they want is 
clean hands and a clear conscience?

Go find your Coaker where you will, search for him 
world-wide, make him what you will, powerful, yet 
a servant; loved, yet despised; trusted, yet doubted; rich, 
yet poor; a watchdog, yet reasonable; a storm, yet calm ; 
rough, yet smooth—make him as you would have him to 
be, and some would then require a powerful microscope to

discover that he had any good in him. There will always 
be some chaff amongst the wheat. We must go along un
mindful of the few weaklings and dissatisfied. One was 
found among the twelve, that one will always be with us, 
if it were otherwise life here would run so smooth that we 
would not be encouraged to think of the Haven of Rest

You cannot now be injured except by your own dis
loyalty and want of discretion ; your enemies are ever on 
the alert, and are ready to use every unscrupulous means 
to destroy your faith in me and your organization. If you 
become disloyal your position will become the most la
mentable of any toilers of the Empire.

If after nine years of office as President, you consider 
it possible to select a man better able to conduct your af
fairs, don’t hesitate to replace me.

Some whom ke know as disgruntled politicians hope 
to see us destroying ourselves as an organization at this 
Convention. I speak for you all—every man of you— 
when I say that again they will be mistaken and disap
pointed, for such thoughts arise only from men tainted and 
full of political leprosy. None such exists amongst us; 
had we such amongst us, his stay would be short as has 
been the stay of two or three who strayed in amongst us.

During the past month over $25,000 has been added

to the Fishermen’s investments in our Companies. La 
Scie members alone purchased $5,000 worth of shares in 
the Trading Company. This rate of investment will I hope 
be maintained from now until next Spring, in order to per
mit me to develop the business of the Union. Stocks to 
the value of One Million Dollars will have to be carried 
next year in our stores. The purchase of fish will require 
another Quarter of a Million, as we expect next year to 
export at least 150,000 quintals of fish.

All our collections, except about 10,000 quintals sold 
to the Spanish buyers, has been or will be exported, and 
the Trading Company will stand to make some profit by 
the transaction.

Next year the Export Company will rent portion of 
the premises at Port Union and take up its duties as ex
porters of fishery produce ; this can be done only if the 
members of the F.P.U. will purchase $100,000 worth of 
Export Company's shares during this Fall and coming 
Winter. Canvassers will visit various settlements to dis
pose of those shares and I trust a ready response will be 
the outcome. You have the means and it is your duty now 

to become partners and shareholders in this 
great business which is your own and which 
has flourished so well since its inception.

The Trading and Export Companies 
paid a ten per cent dividend last year and 
will I trust declare a similar dividend this 
year, which will make 58 per cent dividend 
during the six years the Trading Company 
has been operating. In what better way 
could you invest your spare earnings? You 
do good for yourselves and you help thou
sands inside and outside of the Union to de
rive great benefits from the operations of 
your business. Your countrymen have bene
fited to the extent of many Millions of Dol
lars during the past six years by your action 
in establishing the Trading Company which 
has done so much to force up the price of 
fish and oil.

I can sincerely recommend you all to in
vest a portion of your savings in those Union 
Companies and there need be no hesitation 
in so doing.

You must remember that the war is not 
over and sacrifices may yet have to be made far exceeding 
any yet endured. There is no possible chance of peace 
until the German ideas of world domination are shattered 
and destroyed, and it may take many months before the 
German people are convinced that no other peace is pos-

The Government is now considering proposals that 
will probably give employment to ten thousand men and 
increase labour wages of all description, possibly 50 per 
cent higher than the present rates.

A new era era has truly dawned for Terra Nova. 1 
feel convinced that in 20 years, if we are true to our ideals, 
the population will increase to 500,000. What is wanted 
is united harmonious action and a solid determination to 
back me, to carry our reforms essential to the public inter
ests and allow us an opportunity to show what a real en
ergetic Government can do to uplift our Island Home. I 
am confident of great developments in fishery and indus
trial matters if we are trusted to work for Terra Nova.

I will strive to develop the ideals you have for nine 
years endeavoured to instil in the whole Electorate.

I ask you all to be strong and falter not, for now is the 
day of deliverance come and prosperity such as none of 
us dreamt of will unfold itself as time passes if all F.P.U. 
men stand shoulder to shoulder.

VIEW SHOWING EXTENT OF PIERS AT TRADING COMPANY’S 
PREMIES, PORT UNION.
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I welcome you to this our Ninth Annual Convention, 
and I assure you it is a pleasure to meet so many old 
friends once more, and I trust a pleasure to meet each 
other. 1 leave you now to your deliberations, feeling that 
they will at this time draw us closer together, promote the 
welfare of our great organization and prove the cradle of 
proposals that will eventually bring great development, 
progress and prosperity to our Country.

W. F. COAKER,
President F.P.U.

The Committee appointed to draft a reply to the 
President's Address, submitted the following report:—

Catalina, November 13, 1917.
Mr. President:—The Committee appointed to con

sider a Reply to your opening Address, beg to submit the 
following report :—

We are pleased to learn that the Union business will 
be transferred to Port Union next Spring, and supplies for 
fishing vessels will be available there. We hope all our 
independent planters will take their outfits from the Trad
ing Company, and thus support our own busi-

Section 1.
We are glad to learn that the Export 

Company will purchase fish at Port Union 
and will export all the Union collection 
of fish next season. All will be 
pleased to know this, and be proud of the day 
when the F.P.U. was strong enough, not only 
to import supplies, but to export our produce.

The premises, Shipbuilding and Elec
tric plants, are indeed signs of great develop
ment, as well as confidence and courage.
Your energies have indeed attained develop
ments surpassing our expectations. There 
can be no doubt now—none can ask what 
the F.P.U. has accomplished; for Port Union 
and the 21 other Union premises throughout 
the North is sufficient reply.

We ask all our Councils to exert them
selves to secure the sale of more and more 
shares in all our Companies.

The whole of the Northern people will 
reap great benefit from the business at Port

The great buildings, excellent department stores, and 
suite of offices exceed anything to be found in the Colony. 
The Electric and Shipbuilding plants are indeed a surprise 
to us all and show what money and energy can accomplish 
when properly directed.

Section 2.
The Government has done well, by linking up Port 

Union with the Railway, and making Port Union a termin
us for the Northern Service.

We recommend that steps be taken to adjust the Bay 
Steamer Service of Trinity, Bonavista, and Green Bay, in 
such a manner as to give connection with Port Union.

We trust the Government will be able to secure more 
moderate rates for travelling on the Reid boats, and there
by allow the public to utilize these boats to a greater ex
tent than at present. The Public is now prevented from 
using the Reid boats, because of high fares for passage 
and meals. We therefore hope that the whole service will 
be re-adjusted, and rates reduced ; for if this were accom
plished it would be highly appreciated by the people of 
the three great Northern Bays and any other Bays where 
the Reid system operates.

The price of fish has been maintained splendidly, and 
we highly appreciate the efforts of the Tonnage Committee 
in securing tonnage, supplying insurance, selling fish 
abroad, securing coal and salt, encouragement to seamen, 
and other results which have brought about such a splen
did condition of affairs, which is chiefly responsible for the 
great and universal prosperity that exists throughout our 
land.

Such prices were never before obtained. Success, 
such as never before witnessed, attended the labour of the 
Shore, Banking and Labrador fishermen. Crops have been 
good, and peace, plenty and contentment reign through
out the Colony. Never before in the history of the Colony 
were the people so well off, and we give absolute credit to 
the F.P.U., and your exertions for what we to-day enjoy. 
Oppression and want have fled—our men are free and in
dependent, and Newfoundland has indeed been born again 
since we established our great Union.

We intend to be true and loyal to it, and we are more 
than ever determined to stand by you in the great work in 
which you are now engaged for our Country's betterment.

Section 3.
The price paid for seals last year did indeed prove

the true worth of our Union members, in procuring a law 
so beneficial to the sealers, so as to allow them to sell their 
seals; and the Trading Company under your guidance 
showed its value when by competing in prices, it advanced 
seals $2.00 per qtl., and put $40,000 into the pockets of 
the sealers. We deeply appreciate this transaction, and 
thank you and the Trading Company for the benefit con
ferred in this and other ways during the past few years. 
Wc are pleased to find forty stores in operation this year, 
and that steady progress is being maintained in extending 
the Trading Company’s business. Let all true Union men 
stand by those stores, and not only purchase goods and sell 
fish, but purchase shares from surplus savings. Such a 
gigantic business must be sustained by more and more 
capital; let us therefore keep the rate of progress going, 
and get the capital to extend and develop the business.

Section 4.
Our warmest thanks are due to those brave lads who 

came forward in response to your appeal for recruits, and 
enrolled their names in the list you read to us. Many 
more of our young men respond to the appeal for more 
men. We trust that the number called for will be recruit
ed within the next three months, and thereby save the

VIEW SHOWING UNION PREMISES. PORT UNION, AND NORTH 
SIDE OF PORT.
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Colony from having to put into operation any form of 
Conscription. We want to do our duty to our Empire and 
our Country, yet we sincerely hope the number of men re
quired will come forward voluntarily; that it will not be 
said of us in years to come that Newfoundlanders were 
forced to fight in the Empire’s defence, through a Con
scription Law.

Section 5.
The Union members' action in forming a National 

Government, we endorse, and consider what was done was 
the best possible under the circumstances. We have now 
a greater say in Government matters than we would have 
had if our Party had been returned in 1913. We have 
seen by the doings of the new Government that it is ani
mated by ideas that you so often outlined to us. We con
sider we have attained all that we aimed at, and in view 
of your explanation we feel sure every Union member, 
worthy of the name, will stand by your actions. We have 
full confidence in you, and are more firmly convinced of 
your sincerity and integrity.

Section 6.
We trust a General Election will be held as soon as 

possible, and candidates selected by our Councils will be

nominated for Union Districts. We are prepared to stand 
by you as a Union Party, or as a National Government 
Party, at the coming elections. We would like you, Mr. 
President, to be the Leader of the new Government Party 
at the coming elections, but if you decide that our best in
terests would be served by supporting Dr. Lloyd as Leader, 
you have our consent to do so. We want our friends to re
turn every candidate nominated in our districts, for we 
realize that if we do not stand firmly to your back we can
not expect results from a Government, such as we desire.

We congratulate friends Halfyard, Stone, Grimes 
and Dr. Lloyd upon their advancement to positions of trust 
and responsibility, and we feel sure each will endeavour 
to do his best for Country, and to advance the objects of 
the Union. By placing men from our ranks into the Pub
lic life of the Colony, we look for great results, and we 
trust our expectations will be realized.

Section 7.
We trust that laws to standardize fish will be enacted 

at the next Session of the Legislature. We all deplore 
the inferior cure of Shore fish this season, and we are more 
convinced than ever that the only remedy is a standard 
cull, as recommended by this Convention in 1909.

Section 8.
The reference made to Night Schools, Bait Depots, 

Encouragement of Bank Fishery, the Re adjustment of 
the Bay Steamer Service, Daily Express, Reduced Rates, 
are matters we leave to your hands, as the people have 
long desired Legislation respecting these affairs, and we 
fully rely upon you and our friends in the House to secure 
Legislation on the lines suggested by you.

Section 9.
The Catalina Platform of 1906 we again endorse, and 

trust that you will exert all your influence to have all those 
planks inserted in the Platform of the National Govern
ment, which it will present to the Electorate.

Section 10.
We are indeed pleased to learn from you that big pro

posals for industrial development are now being consider
ed by the Government, and will likely result in the in
auguration of a new industrial era for the Colony, as well 
as a new fishery development era.

We rely upon you, Mr. President, to do all in your 
power to develop industry on land and sea. We have no 
hesitation in empowering you to aid such enterprise as 
you are convinced will tend to promote the Colony's wel

fare.
Section 11.

We record our appreciation of the action 
of the National Government in passing such 
laws as Pensions for Soldiers, Board of Food 
Control, Board of Liquor Control, Surplus 
Profit Tax, and Parliament Act regulating the 
Upper House’s power; the two latter being 
a portion of the Policy contained in the 1916 
Catalina Platform. The Upper House 
brought it upon itself the punishment con
tained in this just as the Lords of Britain did 
a few years ago, when it rejected the Budget.

The Government are to be congratulated 
upon the courage shown in handling this mat
ter, and promptness in dealing with it.

If these gentlemen expect to organize a 
party to oppose the Government, they may 
rest assured that the fishermen will show lit
tle favour to men who refused to give oue- 
fifth of their huge war profits to aid the Col
ony in meeting a war expenditure this year 
of $5,000,000, while they had the impudence 
to advocate a tax on fish exported,, which of 

course would come out of the fishermen’s pockets.
We feel confident that the next few years will prove 

milestones worthy of our great Union and the Fishermen’s 
Government ; and your estimate in 20 years of a popula
tion 100 per cent larger than it is to-day is not impossible.

Section 12.
We consider a Section should be added to the Con

stitution, containing a pledge, which must be obtained 
from all Candidates for Election to the House of Assembly 
who receive the support of the F.P.U., whether Union 
members or otherwise, and until such a pledge is given in 
writing no support from the F.P.U. must be forthcoming.

We therefore recommend the addition of the follow
ing Section (No. 70):—

"The political support of our organization shall only 
"be given to Candidates pledged to resign seats in the 
"House of Assembly when called upon to do so by a Peti- 
"tion properly signed by a majority of the Electors, which 
"such Candidates represent in Parliament. Such pledge 
"shall be in the following form:

“I, , Candidate for Election to the House
"of Assembly at the forthcoming Election for the District 
"of , do hereby pledge myself without reserve,

"TOKALOU," CAPT. GID. BOWN, FIRST SCHOONER WHICH 
SHIPPED FISH AT PORT UNION PREMISES.
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“to resign my seat in the House of Assembly, should 1 be 
“elected thereto, when called upon to do so by a Petition 
"signed by a majority of the Electors of the District of

"Signature,
"Witness

"Dated at , this
“day of ,19

receive any remuneration for your services as President 
of the F.P.U., that this Council show its appreciation of 
your services the past year, by presenting you with a 
Gramophone of the best quality, and a supply of Records 
for the same.

We trust our deliberations at this time will prove 
harmonious, and tend to the uplifting of our Country and 
people, and the advance of our valuable organization. We
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F.P.U. PREMISES, PILLEYS ISLAND.

This pledge shall be secured by the President, and 
left in his custody.

We also recommend that the following words be add
ed to Section 69, after the words "of my District Council," 
"or by a Petition signed by a majority of the Electors in 
my District."

Section 13.
We also recommend that as you, Mr. President, do not

sincerely wish the Union, the Union Companies, the Na
tional Government, and our President every success in 
everv undertaking the coming year.

Respectfully submitted,
W. B. JENNINGS, S. A. CASE, W. F. N. BUGDEN, 

H. G. PARDY, J. H. LOUGHLIN, G. BISHOP, 
ALBERT ROGERS, NEWMAN FROST, DUG. 
WHITE.



Journal of Proceedings

OF THE TENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF 

THE FISHERMEN'S PROTECTIVE UNION, HELD AT PORT UNION, 

DECEMBER 10TH, 1918.

THE President declared the Convention opened for the 
transaction of business, and delivered the following 

speech :—
Dear Friends:

—Permit me to 
welcome you to 
Port Union—the 
the home of the 
F. P. U.—and to 
the Tenth Annu
al Convention of 
this Council. As 
1 look back to 
the night of No
vember 2, 1908,
I feel that Provi- 
dence has a- 
bundantly bless
ed us and our 
country. The 
dark days of the 
close of 1908, 
when fish sold at 
$1.80 per qtl., 
and the compari
son of to-day and 
the past ten years ought to be enough to fill our hearts with 
pride, and make us thankful for having been courageous 
and sensible enough to establish and build up this great 
institution.

The work has not been easy—the difficulties were al
most unsurmountable, the enemies of the movement num
erous and influential. Yet thanks to your determination 
and unity, all difficulties were overcome, and we stand to
day in a position strong enough to protect ourselves from 
any assaults. There can be no enemy strong enough to do 
us any injury unless such enemies are aided and abetted 
by traitors in our ranks; if we stand united even traitors, 
within and without, cannot injure us.

We have passed, this year, through the most trying of 
the ten years of our existence. The passing of Conscrip
tion was used as a lever by our enemies to disrupt our 
ranks and destroy our Union. Some settlements were in
fluenced by the partisan intrigues of the skeptic party, 
which, backed by the papers controlled by those who hate 
us and would trample liberty and prosperity amongst you, 
under their feet, showed lack of faith in our action in 
standing by the old Flag in her most pressing hour of

need. We were denounced as traitors to your cause, as 
deceivers and bluffers, because we did our duty as British
ers in the days of sore distress; yet a few days previous 

we were de
nounced by the 
same skeptics 
and the subser
vient press a s 
unpatriotic and 
anti-British, be
cause we had not 
called Parlia
ment together to 
enact a Con
scription Act. If 
any of you can 
find courage in 
this Convention 
to denounce my 
action or those 
of my colleagues 
i n Parliament 
because we re
fused to be trait
ors to Liberty 
and Freedom, 

and the truest interests of our Country when every man 
was expected to be a man in Liberty’s most severe hour of 
need, I invite you to do so. It is easier to find fault and 
criticize than it is to shoulder grave life and death respon
sibilities and do one’s duty fearlessly, and without con
sidering personal affairs or popularity.

Who to-day would be bold enough to proclaim that I 
was a traitor to your best interest when I stood by the old 
Flag and supported Conscription ? England has triumph
ed, and the glories of the past combined with the glory of 
the present, will live through all the ages and will be an 
inspiration forever to all who come after us to bear the 
Empire's responsibilities and the individual rights of every 
citizen of the world.

We pride ourselves on being the oldest Colony under 
the British flag—the flag that has flown victoriously on 
every sea. Last winter and spring Britain's enemies had 
begun a terrific battle for the supremacy of the world. It 
required all the forces that the Allies could command to 
stem the German onslaught. All the Allied countries had 
adopted Conscription. It was our duty to do likewise. 
Our boys at the Front and in the Navy had proven them-

ANOTHER VIEW OF PORT UNION HARBOR.
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selves men of fearless courage. Had this country held 
back under such circumstances, it would not now be hold
ing its head free from shame. If Britain and her Allies 
and the United States had not enforced Conscription, who 
can say when the war would have been over, and no man 
who calls himself a man would want to prolong the war a 
single day. The people of this country would be living in 
false security if we let the peoples of other countries do all 
the fighting and our share as well. The call became press
ing and we could not keep out and keep our heads up too. 
The war was a righteous war and the cause was just.

The Bill passed the 
Lower House without 
a dissentient voice, 
and the Upper House 
supplied amendments 
relating to its en 
forcement.

The need of the 
hour required from 
everyone something 
more than lip-service.
As soon, however, as 
men began to see 
their duty to their 
country, there were 
two newspapers in St.
John’s, which set out 
to fasten upon the 
Government and up
on Coaker the conse
quences of the Con
scription Act. Those 
two newspapers sup- 
supported the Con 
scription law, but in
sinuated that if there 
was any dissatisfac
tion among the peo
ples because of it,
Coaker should be 
blamed.

The papers referred 
to, are the means by 
which two dangerous 
politicians of the Up
per House get in their 
dirty work. They were 
both ignominiously 
defeated at the last 
election, and each of 
them now controls the 
politics of a newspa
per designed to throw 
mud at Coaker. Their 
newspapers tried to 
support the war, and 
at the same time to 
blame Coaker when 
men were required because of the war. This is an ex
ample of lip-service with a smooth tongue, but the spittle 
is poison. And of those two politicians of the Upper 
House, one is forever rendering lip-service, while the other 
is deficient. What was their object? Did they hope that 
the amendments which they supported, looking to enforce
ment of Conscription, would rebound against Coaker and 
kill the confidence existing between you and myself? Do 
they wish to kill your Union and destroy the half million 
dollars which you have invested in Union Companies? Is 
that the object of those two political upstarts who could not

get the electors of any portion of the Dominion to trust or 
confide in them, but who hoped to crawl into power and 
pay over the mangled political body of Coaker and the or
ganization that has made you within ten years the most 
prosperous and contented people on the face of God's 
earth? I did not decide to support Conscription without 
giving it the fullest consideration and counting the cost. 1 
expected to be misunderstood by some friends and misre
presented by my enemies, and I made up my mind to face 
what 1 considered was a most critical period of my public 
career. 1 knew also that the very existence of the Union 

and the Trading Com
pany would be assail
ed; but I resolved to 
be a man, to take my 
medicine and if my 
constituents of Twil- 
lingate wanted to 
send me to. political 
oblivion I would give 
them a chance to do 
so. I asked them to 
investigate my con
duct, and if found in
compatible with my 
duty to them and the 
F.P.U., to ask for my 
recall. Not one Coun
cil or one of my con
stituents had a n v 
fault to find, and that 
being so, you find me 
here to-day filling the 
position I have so im
perfectly filled t h e 
past ten years.

The lessons taught 
us by the tactics of 
enemies in this mat
ter will I trust be long 
remembered by all 
the fishermen. I warn 
the whole country to 
beware of those two 
political Ishmaelites 
and the few skeptics 
led by them; they are 
known to me private
ly and officially, and 1 
have no hesitation in 
denouncing them as 
the two most danger
ous politicians that 
were ever thrust into 
seats in our Legisla
tive Halls. One has 
already been exposed 
by me from my place 
in Parliament, he ac

cepted my exposures with a brazen silence for he has not 
denied them. It will be for you to take some action before 
this Convention closes, as guardians of the people's inter
est and the reputation of public servants, and ensure in 
some manner that this serious matter does not rest where 
it is at present.

Another person is paid well to circulate base false
hoods and misrepresent my actions, who writes columns 
c* stuff published in The News and signs an assumed 
name. That creature has a record that is already well 
known, and when the time comes we will expose him as

CORPORAL WILLIAM COAKER CHRISTIAN

Only son of Mr. and Mrs. William Christian of Hayward Avenue, and 
nephew of President W. F. Coaker of the Fishermen’s Protective 
Union. Enlisted before he was 16 years of age, went overseas in 
January 1918, was mortally wounded and died on October 26th, 1918, 

at the British Hospital near Boulogne.
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he deserves.
Do you know that I read in his articles one day, mat

ters relating to my private telegraphic business of the day 
previous. You ask, "Why tolerate such rascality?” My 
answer is: "War conditions compel all who love the Em
pire and Country to refrain from partisan action; but now 
the war is over, those who have so freely played with the 
patriotism of their opponents will get what is coming to

Our only weapon is to stand united politically, and by 
our action at the polls demonstrate our contempt for those 
so unprincipled as to seek our destruction by misrepre
sentation, personal per
secution and the cir
culation of falseh-

The year 1917 
proved a successful 
year for the Trading 
Company and we paid 
a tax to the Public 
Treasury of nearly 
$4,000.00.

In February we re
moved from St.
John’s to our new 
commercial home 
here, and you can see 
for yourselves 
whether the half of 
the good things of 
Port Union has been 
written. We have 
made rapid progress 
here the past season ; 
a new building has 
been completed, two 
new piers have been 
built, a pier has been 
equipped for loading 
and discharging 
steamers, three ele
vators have been in
stalled, a steam heat
ing apparatus has 
been installed, t h e 
electric power has 
been brought into ser
vice, two new vessels 
have been completed 
—one 402 tons and 
the other 125 tons, 
the railway has been 
connected with our 
premises, a commodi
ous railway terminus 
pier 350 feet long has 
been constructed with 
sheds, station, fresh water supply for steamers, etc. We 
have exported from Port Union the largest shipment of 
casked fish ever shipped by one firm. We have established 
facilities for discharging salt that enable us to handle 660 
tons per day from two hatches. We loaded the S.S. Well
ington with casks at the rate of 150 per hour, and could 
have doubled this output if four winches were available 
instead of two. We have had as many as 23 schooners 
discharging fish at one time at our premises, and have 
stored 5,000 qtls. of fish in two days. We have paid over 
$100,000.00 cash for fish in four days, in one day this sea
son 1 drew cheques to the value of $600,000.00. The trade

in merchandise for October amounts to over $700,000.00.
We are now about to install two additional elevators 

that will enable us to store 5,000 quintals of dry fish in ten 
hours. We have a cooperage in operation and will equip 
it with machinery for making casks, barrels, etc. We will 
require to make 10,000 fish casks, 200,000 drums, 40,000 
half drums, 10,000 herring barrels, next year, and if you 
know of young men suitable for the cooperage send them 
along to us, as we want a score or more.

The volume of business for 1918 will exceed 1917 by 
a million dollars. We could have secured 200,000 quintals 
of fish here had we so desired. We have sold $9,000.00 

worth of goods at our 
store here in one day 
and $20,000.00 worth 
in three davs. What 
is essential for a five 
million dollar busi
ness next year is big 
stocks of goods and 
provisions. Every ar
ticle required by our 
customers we will 
have to to carry in 
stock. Our outport 
stores can dispose of 
five times as much 
goods as now handled 
if stocks of every re
quirement are kept. 
The expansion of our 
business can be multi
plied many times if 
capital is forthcoming 
to carrv large stocks. 
We will have to in
crease the capital of 
the Trading Company 
from $250,000.00 to 
$1.000,000.00, we will 
also sell ten year 
bonds of the Com
pany which will bear 
interest at 8 per cent. 
Your assistance and 
that of all interested 
members of the F. P. 
U. is required the 
coming winter to in
stitute a big effort to 
sell shares and bonds 
of the Trading Com
pany, and shares of 
the Export Company. 
Money is the cheapest 
article on the market 
to-day, most of you 
have done immensely 

well this season owing to the high prices; therefore if you 
6,000 friends interested in the Trading Company and Ex
port Company wish those Companies to perform the work 
you established them for, it will be up to you to exert your
selves on behalf of the work and aid in securing the ne
cessary capital.

The Trading Company, Export Company and Ship
building Company will pay 10 per cent dividends in cash 
for 1918. This for the Trading Company means 68 per 
cent dividends in seven years.

Not one cent of capital or loans received on deposit 
has been expended in the construction of the collosal pre-

LIEUTENANT COLONEL BRUCE PORTER 
Doctor in charge of the Wandsworth Hospital where the New

foundland boys were cared for.

I
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nises here, or of one of the twenty-five outport premises 
the Trading Company owns. Every cent of capital and 
loans from you has gone into stocks. Last February the 
Trading Company carried nearly $700,000.00 worth of dry 
goods, groceries and provisions. It will be necessary next 
year to carry at least twice as much if we are to meet the 
requirements of the business.

The Trading Company now transacts all its banking 
business at the Catalina Branch of the Bank of Nova 
Scotia; the account was transferred from St. John’s to 
Catalina Branch in August and is a great convenience to 
us and our customers. We trust the Bank will see the ne
cessity and advantage of having a Branch of the Bank 
opened at Port Union.

The Shipbuilding Company will lay down three keels 
shortly, for one 250 ton vessel, and two 70 ton schooners. 
We have also to build a tug for use here, which will carry 
about 1,000 quintals of fish and do part of our freighting.

We hope to connect Bonnvista with the Electric Sta- 
•ion next vear. Elliston, if it exerts itself in selling shares 
in the Electric Company will also be connected. It will 
cost about $17,000.00 to connect those two places with the 
power house here.

Extensions will also be 
made the coming year to the 
premises here. Fogo pre
mises, purchased from the 
Scott Estate, will be rebuilt;
Barr’d Island will also con
struct a premises—a site 
suitable has been obtained.
A premises will also be con
structed at Moreton’s Har
bor, Winterton, Southern 
Bay and Elliston. During 
the vear premises have been 
constructed at Leading 
Tickles, Change Islands,
Weslevville and Salvage.
The Trading Company now 
owns first class premises for 
commercial business at Port 
de Grave, Hant’s Harbor 
Champnev’s, Bonavista,
Keels, Salvage, Greens- 
pond, Vallevfield, Wesley- 
ville, Cat Harbor, Doting 
Cove, Ladle Cove, Seldom, Tilting, Joe Batt's Arm, Fogo, 
Change Islands, Herring Neck, Exploits, Botwood, Lewis- 
porte, Leading Tickles, Pilley's Island and Springdale; all 
equipped with deep water piers and conveniently arranged 
for saving labor and handling freight. No firm or company 
in the Dominion ever possessed such a chain of splendid 
premises. The whole business of the North is influenced 
by those stores; the other firms watch the Union Stores in 
buying and selling, and when the F.P.U. started fish at 
$12.00 this season others were talking $10.50 to $11.00 for 
fish; as the Union Stores advanced prices, the others fol-

The competition of Port Union with St. John’s in fish 
buying has largely helped to bring about the big advance 
in prices this fall. Never in the country’s history has fish 
advanced at St. John’s $5.00 per quintal in one season. 
Cod oil advanced from $280.00 to $390.00. Everywhere 
the Union Stores were instructed to pay highest prices for 
fish and oil.

St. John’s firms believed this year that Coaker had 
captured most of the fish at Port Union, for until Novem
ber 1st very little fish was offered at St. John’s. The price 
soared day by day because of the competition created at

Port Union. The fishermen will therefore stand to gain 
something like Four to Five Million Dollars this year by 
the F.P.U. activities. How, may 1 ask, can the fishermen 
do better? To whom will they go for protection in prices 
if the F.P.U. and its subsidiary companies are removed? 
Will Squires and M. P. Gibbs influence the price of seals, 
fish and oil by one cent’s value if they succeed in killing 
the F.P.U. and Coaker as they have sought the past ten 
months to do, as they both attempted by publishing my 
private circulars to you respecting Conscription, and the 
finances of the Trading Company and as they were bare
faced enough to discuss in the Upper House last spring.

If it is possible to possess an institution that can confer 
greater benefits upon country and fishermen than ours, 
then by all means let those dreamers and falsifiers be up 
and doing, for have we not shown the way and succeeded 
in our aims to a degree that surprises all of us; yes, and 
all outside our ranks as well. Those men and the papers 
they control have incessantly, for eleven months, attacked 
me most violently, they have assailed the financial stand
ing of the Trading Company, they have insinuated all sorts 
of stuff in order to create a panic amongst the depositors

of the Trading Company. They have recently attempted 
to embarrass the Union Companies by publishing a scare 
article re Wellington cargo and the Italian combine which 
matter had been taken up weeks ago by the Government. 
That they have miserably failed is apparent to all-out of 
$180,000.00 deposits in the Trading Company only one 
man withdrew his deposit, and there are about 2,000 de
positors. One man only, and that man belonging to La 
Scie. This is the nett result of the biggest attempt ever 
made in this or any country to injure a co-operative con
cern owned entirely by working people. Every method 
was practised to embarrass the Trading Company.

Ten years have passed since I began this work of 
combining the fishermen in an effort to secure a square 
deal, and the great change observable as well as the uni
versal prosperity and absence of all want, show what re
sults have blessed our exertions. The sealers are now pro
tected in their lives, and in the treatment and food accord
ed them on board sealing steamers. The loggers also have 
been enjoying benefits conferred by our exertions.

The local public monies, hitherto largely wasted, have 
been expended by elected Boards, and in all Union Dis
tricts the resulting improvements and general satisfaction,

PORT UNION AND PIERS.
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as a result of honestly spent grants, fully justify the ef
forts we made, and the law we supported for the establish
ment of elected Road Boards.

We have protected the fishermen’s timber limits and 
reserved various sections of the timber; thus safe-guard
ing to a great extent the future supply of timber for fishery 
purposes.

We have improved the Bay Steam Service, adding 
scores of settlements to the Ports of Call, and reducing 
rates for freight and providing fares that include meals. 
The new service between Port Union and Lewisporte has 
proved a splendid success ; the traffic is important enough 
to expect that as soon as circumstances permit an addi
tional steamer will be placed on the route.

Our five years efforts in the Assembly have resulted 
in producing a general interest in the fishery never before 
attained and have secured a general recognition of the 
fishermen’s interests that will always bear fruit. In other 
Legislation we have endeavoured to protect the general 
interests of the country, and many an Act placed on the 
Statute Book the past five years bears testimony to the

general interest and knowledge of the F.P.U. members of 
the House of Assembly.

I do not think any sensible fisherman will heed for 
one moment the suggestions that the F.P.U. or fishermen 
have no right to a controlling influence in the adminis

tration of the public affairs of the Colony. We have shown 
that we have no desire to injure any other interest, we 
have placed Country’s interest always before Union.

We have by our support the past four years stood by 
the old Flag and Empire, and when the death struggle for 
Liberty and Democracy shook the foundations of civiliza
tion and when Anglo-Saxons the world over responded to 
the call, we resolved to risk all and courted destruction to 
our ten years' achievements rather than receive the appeal 
of the Empire for men and more men with indifference.

The war is over, and a new world has found birth. 
Britain once more has been blessed by a kind Providence, 
and thereby enabled to pursue her mighty efforts to uplift 
humanity and bestow true Liberty and Freedom upon all 
races; and we sincerely enter into the glories and general 
rejoicing consequent upon the triumph of Right over 
Might. But what would our feelings be if we had heeded 
the threats of those even in our ranks who six months ago 
were un-British-enough to consider that those who stood 
by Democracy in its greatest hour of need were traitors to 
this Council and the Country’s best interests. We warn 
all once more against heeding for a moment the whisper

ings of our enemies and the 
vapourings of their vile 
press and well paid hench
men. We stand determined 
to be true to our Country 
and your best interest. We 
are often called upon to 
make decisions of great im
portance ; in such matters 
you must trust and rely up
on our honesty of purpose 
and pure motives, and this 
is your bounden duty until 
you can prove that we have 
been unfaithful to the trust 
you confided to us.

So far as 1 am concerned, 
my presence in the Govern
ment has not added a penny 
to my belongings. The 
Trading Company has not 
benefitted a cent by our con
nection with the Govern
ment, and the Publishing 
Company has not received 

the fifth part of the patronage enjoyed by other papers— 
friends to the Treasury the past ten years.

We have not asked for favors for the F.P.U., we have 
not attempted to use our influence in any way to build up 
the F.P.U. at the cost of other public interests. We have 
refrained because of the tremendous burden cast upon your 
rulers the past couple of years entailed by the mighty war 
that raged. Now that the war is over, we will be able to 
confine our attention to Union advancement, but trouble
some times are not yet over and great care will have to be 
exercised by public and commercial men during the com
ing year.

The war is over, but its obligations will'be with us for 
a generation. We must be loyal to those who fought and 
endured, and be generous to those who offered all for Lib
erty and Freedom and are disabled for life. For those 
whose bodies lie in the soil of France and Gallipoli we can 
but shed a tear, or offer a prayer for their eternal welfare; 
but the shedding of their blood has once more saved the 
world from tyranny, and Britain from becoming a vassal 
state of Germany. To the parents and families of those 
who fell in this great cause we extend our deepest sym
pathy. The sacrifices they have made entitle them to our
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deepest respect and esteem. May they bear their heavy 
burdens with Christian fortitude and find consolation in 
the fact that their boys died for the maintenance of the 
grandest cause that man ever fought for. May the sacri
fices of Newfoundland entitle her to consideration at the 
Peace Conference that will remove the thorn in the side 
of Newfoundland on the part of France in relation to the 
Island of St. Pierre. 1 trust the Right Hon. Dr. Lloyd will 
succeed in obtaining from France the transfer of the 
Islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon.

I consider legislation is necessary to regulate the buy
ing of cod oil, as the methods adopted by the agents of 
some merchants the past two years and a 
Boston firm buying on the West Coast for 
some time past, is but an invitation to the 
fishermen to practise dishonesty. 1 refer to 
the buying of cod oil by the cask without 
gauge. If this vile practice is not stopped 
it will demoralize the fishermen of the coun
try. We must strive to live up to principles 
of Right and continue our efforts to destroy 
all that demoralize our people. We have 
made progress in this respect in connection 
with the expenditures of local public monies.
We have striven to inculcate ideals of hon
esty and morality in our political and com
mercial business, and I condemn severely 
the Job and Morton methods of buying cod 
oil without gauge. I have seen as much as 
11 gallons of water taken from a cask of cod 
oil purchased without gauge the past fall.
All that is required is a strict amendment to 
the Weights and Measures Act prohibiting 
the sale of cod oil except by gauge or im
perial measure.

I also consider legislation desirable in 
connection with saw mills and lumber sur
vey ,and every holder of a license to cut tim
ber should be compelled to operate a mill or 
forego his license. The sale of lumber is 
gradually becoming a monopoly, and its pro 
duction limited in order to force a scarcity 
and high prices. Every steam mill operat
ing on Crown Lands under a license should 
he compelled to manufacture at least 500,- 
000 feet annually or forego its license.
Every such mill should be compelled to turn 
out 10 per cent of its cut in coopering lum
ber. Every mill should be compelled to 
have its lumber surveyed by a competent 
lumber surveyor who is not in the employ of 
the mill owners. The surveyor should not sur
vey unless granted a certificate of compet
ency by a Board of Lumber Surveyors. The 
grading of lumber the past two or years 
years is an outrage upon honesty. In Num
ber One lumber will be found all grades in
cluding ween edges, rotten, thick and thin, 
while what is sold for Number Two is but 
rotten refuse. Most mills only measure and have given up 
grading; the run of the mill at Number One price is the 
terms continually submitted. In cooperage the grading 
has gone from bad to worse, what is sold at Number One 
cooperage now would be refuse three years ago. There is 
no grading or effort made to live up to a standard, and the 
higher the price the worse the quality and dimensions 
grow. All this is tending to demoralization and ultimate 
destruction of moral principles that must bring ruination.

It is our duty to protect the interests of all concerned. 
Let every man have his own. Last year a law was enacted

to protect the honest hoop makers and punish the dishon
est. That law provided that all bundles should contain 24 
hoops of sound timber, that each bundle should be labelled 
bearing the maker's name, that any failure to live up to 
this law would be punished by a fine of $5.00 per bundle 
sold. So far as I am aware this law has not been carried 
out, and no notice has even been published of its pro
visions.

The packing of herring has become an important 
branch of the Country's business, and it is pleasing to note 
the improvement in Scotch pack and the efforts being 
made to establish a standard Norwegian pack, but no at

tention has been paid to the common split herring pack. I 
would suggest that every man who packs a barrel of split 
herring be compelled to place his name on the package, 
and if improperly packed, salted, or short of the 200 lbs. 
weight, that fines be imposed.

The time has come also when sharemen in schooners 
should receive their portion of cod oil. Some schooners 
have allowed sharemen their share of oil for several years, 
others refuse. 1 consider every shareman is entitled to a 
share of the whole earnings of the voyage, and I trust 
that every schooner owner will in future give the crew

CORNER VIEW OF PRESIDENT COAKER'S BUNGALOW, 
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its portion of oil. If you deem it desirable a Bill to cure 
this trouble could be prepared and submitted to Parlia-

Last year the sealing laws respecting food were disre
garded by some captains. 1 am convinced that the only 
proper safeguard against ignoring the Sealing Laws, is to 
place an official representing the Fisheries Department on 
board of each ship. Such an official would sec that food 
according to the Act was placed on board the ship he sail- 
on, and that food according to the Act was properly cook
ed. He would be empowered to draw the captain's atten
tion to any breach of the Act, and if not remedied to take

action to recover when the ship reached port. Such a law 
would ensure the same treatment for all crews, and the 
supplying of food according to the Act, which I am sorry 
to say is not observed by all the captains.

1 trust you will note those suggestions and take up 
their consideration, and authorize Bills to be prepared cov
ering those abuses.

1 am pleased to find the cure of shore fish the past 
season greatly improved and far ahead of 1917 cure. 
Our collection of fish this season with but two or three ex
ceptions was all that could be desired and the Northern 
settlements are to be congratulated upon the splendid

shore cure of 1918.
1 cannot say the same of soft Labrador, for in many 

cases fish was sold that was never spread. This is a seri
ous matter for the Dominion, as sooner or later it must 
bring its evil consequences. The sole responsibility for 
such a deplorable condition must rest on the shoulders of 
fish buyers. The resalting of fish cured for shore make in 
order to dispose of as soft Labrador should not be per
mitted, as it produces an inferior article. But the remedy 
is in the hands of the buyers; if they will purchase soggy 
soft fish at the same price as they pay for soft Labrador 
which has been properly dried and cured, they will find 

every planter offering soft soggy fish.
These are matters that apparently are 

too unimportant for the notice of our pur
chased press, who strangely enough know so 
little about the Country's material require
ments, and are such adepts in political in
triqué and deception. One wonders how it 
is that so many newspaper editors in this 
country continually clamor about petty paro
chial politics, and are absolutely silent in re
ference to matters of vital importance to the 
people of this Dominion. Those papers find 
the cash to pay unscrupulous writers who 
utilize many columns of their space to vilify 
someone that is too honest and clean to be 
bribed or purchased to accomplish their poli
tical intrigues; yet one searches their col- 
ums in vain for a common-sense and intelli
gent article dealing with vital industries of 
the Dominion.

The coming year we intend to publish i> 
book dealing with the first ten years' opera
tions and developments of the F.P.U. This 
book will include the ten years’ records of 
this Council as contained in the Journal of 
Proceedings. It will include a history of the 
Trading Company and other Union activities 
up to the close of 1918. It will include a 
record of the Union's political activities and 
several friends will write a chapter of their 
impression of the F.P.U. and its affiliated in
terests. This book will contain numerous 
cuts and will be a complete history of the 
first ten years of the F.P.U., and 1 trust every 
member will purchase a copy which will be 
greatly valued as the years pass. Councils 
and Clerks are asked to open lists of friends 
willing to buy one or more copies of this 
volume. It will cost about one dollar.

As usual many are dissatisfied with the 
prices paid for fish; those who sold early 
consider they lost considerably by the ad
vance in prices. The cure for such condi
tions is to fix a price by law; many will op 
pose such a proposal, but to fix a regular 
price would not be as difficult as it looks and 

would produce more satisfaction amongst the people 
than anything else that could be attempted in their behalf. 
I would approve of a Board being appointed, consisting of 
five men, say, the President of the Board of Trade, the 
Minister of Fisheries, the President of the F.P.U. ex- 
officio, a fish buyer and outport fisherman appointed by the 
Governor in Council. This Board would have power to 
fix the price of cod fish, and regulate its cure and cull. Fish 
in the early season should be sold at a price the Board 
would fix about September 20th or October 1st. Anyone 
buying or taking fish at a price above or below the price 
fixed would be severely punished.

ANOTHER PEEP AT WATER FRONT OF TRADING COMPANY'S 
PREMISES, PORT UNION—RAILWAY CAR SHOWING IN FRONT.
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If prices remain so unsettled as they have been this 
reason, fishermen will hold their fish to the last possible 
day in the fall, and consumption in the early part of the 
season will be immensely curtailed and slumping in nor
mal years will result, thus causing severe losses to some-

The day has come for greater, far greater State Con
trol over staple articles of production, and although such a 
proposal would appear radical yet I am convinced that as 
the people become more closely associated with adminis
tering public affairs, and the electorate more concerned 
about national issues on broad lines, that legislation on 
such lines will follow. There is no doubt of the great in
justice inflicted by paying one man $12.00 for an article 
and three weeks later paying another $15.00 for a similar 
article. Surely our ideals of Government can provide a 
remedy for such an injustice. I am ready to give such a 
system a trial and if the fishermen are fully determined to 
have a fixed price settled they have the power to test 
its possibilities by supporting 
the proposal and urging the ne
cessary legislation.

Conditions must considerably 
change after the lessons taught 
and changes established by the 
war. What was sufficient five 
years ago will be exceedingly 
insufficient the next few years.
The war has won for the people 
the absolute right of equality.
Efficiency, co-operation and or
ganization coupled with the ef
forts of a parental government 
will now be the keynote of 
every progressive and prosper
ous country. Governments will 
have to be composed of men re
presenting broad democratic 
views and largely selected from 
the ranks of the honest wage 
earners. The common people 
must exert themselves by doing 
things, and abandon any idea of 
improving their lot at the ex
pense of their fellow country
men, or getting something for 
nothing.

All who toil sincerely should 
be entitled to a comfortable 
home and ample returns to se
cure a share of the good things 
of life. The lazy man or woman should be an outcast, but 
a decent living should be the portion of every industrious 
man or woman. No man should be permitted to become 
immensely rich for where great riches abound its accumu
lation is often attained at the expense of the general pub
lic or the outcome of unjust extortion of the lower people. 
The establishment by law of a fixed price for fish I am 
ready to aid and support, and if you are ready for such an 
important step it is for you to say so.

A word in reference to our political position, and our 
aspirations. We entered a National Government in order 
to get the Country through troublesome times, as well as 
to secure united councils, harmonious actions and absence 
of political differences during the world war. The neces
sity for such has passed to some degree since the war end
ed, we need therefore to consider the future and its bear
ing upon our organization and its aspirations.

The experiences of the past five years and especially 
of the past eighteen months have enabled me to locate

many weak limbs and sore spots in the body politic.
What this country requires is a political giant whose 

patriotism and honesty will give way to no interests and 
whose love for Country will cause him to do what he con
siders right whether it will secure for him a second term 
ol office or not. No Government with the sole object of 
securing a second lease of office will accomplish what is 
needful in the Country’s public interests. The National 
Government is entitled to the best thanks of the Country 
for the labors of the past twenty months. A great patriotic 
work has been performed and all connected with it have, 
in my humble opinion, placed Country first and given of 
their ability to shelter the people from the awful storms 
that raged on all sides.

I worked in harmony with my colleagues in 
almost every matter of importance. Since Dr.
Lloyd became Premier we labored together early 
and late in what we believed was the best in
terest of the Dominion. I know some in charge of De

partments who toiled incessant
ly and successfully for the 
Country's best interest ; but the 
cause that induced me to enter 
the Executive of a National 
Government has disappeared 
and so far as 1 am concerned, 1 
leave the direction of our poli
tical plans to your discretion, be 
it what it may.

A word of praise for our 
esteemed friend Hon. W. W. 
Halfyard. He has been true to 
his ideals and has performed 
his duties as Minister of Agri
culture and Mines and Colonial 
Secretary in a manner reflect
ing upon himself the greatest 
credit. Sir Robt. Bond was not 
a more popular Colonial Secre
tary than our own Halfyard. 
He has co-operated with me in 
every possible way and aided 
me all in his power in the per
formance of my public and 
Union duties, for which I ex
press my sincere thanks.

I have not been so closely in 
touch with friend Stone as Min
ister of Fisheries. He has been 
attentive to his duties. War 
conditions did not permit many 

reforms in that Department. Now the war is over, we will 
expect many beneficial reforms in fishery matters.

I am ready to retire from public life if you wish it. I 
am ready to stand by the Union forces in Union Districts 
at next year's elections if you so desire. I recommend you 
to place every possible Union Candidate in the field next 
year, and I call upon the body of fishermen to aid and sup
port those candidates for their Country’s sake. A work 
awaits our party such as was never before undertaken by 
any political leader. Drastic changes are essential and 1 
have no hope of such being accomplished by any party on 
old established lines. The Union influence will alone ac
complish the desirable in public affairs.

In outlining our plans, let me ask you to trust me fully 
and empower me to act on your behalf, as discretion shall 
direct, taking into consideration all the circumstances, or 
replace me by someone to whom you will confer this 
power. When this matter is discussed I will explain my 
views more fully, when you will be better able to arrive at
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TYPICAL COAST SCENERY NEAR ST. JOHN’S



THE HISTORY OF THE FISHERMEN S PROTECTIVE UNION. 133

a decision.
We will place candidates next year in the Western 

Districts. Burin, Fortune and Burgeo will join hands with 
their Northern candidates, and if the old districts remain 
true to their principles then the F.P.U.’s influence in pub
lic matters will be very considerable after the next elec
tions. We should accept no half measures, we know the 
Country's requirements almost as thoroughly as some of 
the legal and medical newspaper cliques, who aspire to 
control public affairs; and knowing what is necessary and 
how best to accomplish it, why should we be content with 
anything less than our full responsibility and authority?

Remember I crave neither responsibility nor author
ity. My five years’ glimpse of public life has not created 
a keen desire to continue in it—1 would prefer remaining 
at Port Union continually, and directing the colossal enter
prise in operation here; but if you are convinced that 1 
should still plow the furrow politically, I am ready to carry 
the burden for a year or two longer, provided I am given 
a solid Union support, backed 
by every Union Candidate. Our 
greatest work lies before us; 
this country has been misruled, 
there is a pressing need of a big 
cleaning up in every depart
ment of the public service.

Influences are constantly de
manding favors or concessions 
that the governments grant, be
cause to refuse would mean al
most intolerable existence.
There must be a give and take 
amongst rulers, but often mat
ters are agreed to because of an 
incessant flow of influences that 
are met with every hour, rather 
than in the Country’s best inter
ests. Men in high positions do 
not deem it an infringement of 
the independence of public 
men's obligations to write 
strongly worded letters either 
officially to the Government or 
to individual members of it, in 
the hope of influencing de
cisions in the personal interest 
of some one who thinks the 
Government was established 
solely to look after his personal 
interests. These abuses will 
only be removed by the placing 
in the legislature a large proportion of men of the stand
ing and character of many of the F.P.U. members. Don't 
believe for one moment that men of the stamp of Squires, 
Gibbs, Mosdell, Currie, Puddister and James have any ob
ject in view than to secure power and pay for their self 
aggrandisement. I don't say that all the men supporting 
the National Government are actuated by pure motives, 
hut I do say that those men who so violently oppose your 
Union and myself realize that the loaves and fishes in pub
lic life for them will be very few while the F.P.U. and 
Coaker continue the influence for good that has been so 
marked the past five years.

Every honest lover of Newfoundland should give seri
ous consideration to the matter of who is to rule their 
country. Able men may be few, but there remain some 
honest men who will not tolerate boodling and political 
corruption. The vast majority of such men will be found 
in outport life rather than in the city. Just look back to 
the closing days of last year and the opening days of 1918

when a Premier was to be selected. All know what hap
pened officially, but very few know of the intrigues of the 
few poor fellows who imagine they were destined for the 
chief executive seat in the Government. One or two of 
them are almost persuaded that they must rule even by 
Divine Right—that before they saw daylight they were 
destined to rule the better part of the continent of North 
America.

I love my country and ten years trial on its behalf 
should teach you that I do not place self first, and 1 warn 
all to guard against being deceived by the clamors of a few 
irresponsible men that lack mental stability and knowledge 
of the country's affairs, and who would, if trusted, produce 
the most incapable government that ever governed this 
Dominion.

So far as Dr. Lloyd is concerned he stands head and 
shoulders in ability and integrity over all the other aspir
ants for leadership. He has his faults but, they leave 
him able, well educated, square, broad, honest, 

and unawed by influences. Both 
Lord Morris and Sir Robert 
Band are able men, but they are 
not in public life; I refer now 
to those who are before the 
limelight of public opinion, .who 
consider they are leaders of the

1 have no desire to become 
Frime Minister ,no matter how 
well qualified you might con
sider me, as I desire to consoli
date the work that I established 
and no man that 1 know is cap
able of managing your affairs 
and leading a Government at 
the same time. But this doesn’t 
prevent us from exercising an 
infuence upon the administra
tion of public affairs and legis
lation that will tend to uplift 
and purify as well as promote 
development of the country's 
resources.

In the delicate matters that 
present themselves for arrange
ment and adjustment in form
ing our forces for the next elec
tions, I ask you to give me full 
power to act on your behalf, 
and the strict assurance that 
whatever I do you will abide by. 

This is asking you for a greater power, but it is the only 
way I know to meet the circumstances. 1 will know the 
inside movements of all concerned, and will be in the best 
position to act for your best interest and that of the coun
try.

I now invite you to discuss matters outlined or any 
others that may be submitted, and trust the outcome will 
prove beneficial to our organization and the country we 
love so much.

1 now declare the tenth convention of this Council 
open for the transaction of business.

Yours sincerely,
W. F. COAKER, President F.P.U.

Port Union, December 10th, 1918.
The Committee appointed to draft a reply to the 

President’s speech, submitted the following report:—
Mr. President :—The Committee appointed to con

sider a reply to the speech delivered by you at the opening

A SALMON LADDER
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session, beg to submit the following report :—
Section 1.

It was with pleasure and great interest we learned of 
your intention to convene this Council this year at Port

We are more than pleased with the great work already 
accomplished at Port Union. The colossal and well ar
ranged premises of the Trading Company is without equal 
in the Dominion, and we never expected the F.P.U. inter
est to own such a valuable and useful property. It sur
passes the expectations of the most sanguine, and we 
warmly congratulate you on thé accomplishment of such a 
great work, and the Trading Company on being owner of 
such. We doubt if any mercantile premises in America 
can compare to this Port Union premises. We commend 
to all our members the care of this great business, feeling 
sure that all will recognize it as the fishermen’s sole pro
perty, and under their absolute control, and operated en
tirely for the good of the masses.

The days of dependence on mercantile whims have 
passed, and Providence has directed that the toilers of this 
Dominion should become their own importers and export
ers. What profits the Trading Company make belong to 
the fishermen. No Water Street 
merchant prince will gain by any 
success the Trading Company or 
Export Company may have.

All who love their country and 
wish to see it prosper and remain 
free and independent should rejoice 
over the fact that the F.P.U. has ac
complished such a wonderful 
change and brought such prosperity 
to the country.

The watchword for Port Union is 
Capital, as a gigantic business will 
be operated that will entail keeping 
great quantities of stocks; at least a 
million dollars worth of stocks will 
have to be carried continually. We 
advise all friends to aid by the pur
chase of share and bonds. We are 
pleased to know the Trading Com
pany has issued bonds at 8 per cent 
payable -in ten years. This will en
able those who do not feel like in
vesting permanently to put $100.00 into bonds and in ten 
years to receive $100.00 interest and the principal, which 
ought to be satisfactory to all. We trust hundreds will 
purchase those bonds, and thus provide money to keep the 
stores stocked.

Those who doubt the stability of the Trading Company 
are Thomases, who do not know the truth. Some facts we 
will relate:

The Trading Company paid a business profit tax of near
ly $4,000.00 last year, that would not be paid if profits were 
not made. This fact dispels all yarns and gossips and 
proves the sound standing of the Company. The Company 
has not expended a cent of capital or loans on the premises 
it has erected throughout the North and at Port Union. 
Every year since the Company started it has been success
ful. The dividend this year will be 10 per cent., payable 
in cash, which brings the returns in seven years for divid
ends up to 68 per cent.

The Export Company has not yet begun to export or 
purchase fish, as it is necessary to raise say $100,000.00 
more capital before a start in this direction will be made. 
If all make an effort to help this $100,000.00 for the Ex
port Company should be easily secured before next spring.

The Trading Company’s property here cost $100,- 
000.00. It could be sold to-day at twice that amount. The 
shares which cost $10.00 are really to-day worth almost 
double what they cost, and all should be proud of the man
ner in which you, Sir, have managed and directed this great 
undertaking. There is no room for complaints, but there 
are solid reasons for congratulations. Your enemies 
did not accomplish their deep desires to destroy the Trad
ing Company and discredit you .Sir, when they started 
their evil works last spring, which they continued all 
through the summer. That any power outside of our ranks 
could injure us, is but the imagination of men jealous of 
your wonderful success, Mr. President.

Section 2.

The Electric Light & Power Company is to be con
gratulated upon the possession of such a compact economic 
plant, which operates with such satisfaction, and contri
butes so much to the success of Port Union business and 
social comforts. The most of the shares of this Company 
are owned by the Trading Company, a small balance on 
construction is due the Reid Nfld. Company. The amount 
of $70,000.00 has been spent on the plant to date. Resi
dents of Bonavista, Catalina and Elliston should avail of

the benefits and blessings of this great convenience to 
humanity.

The Shipbuilding Company has expended about $25,- 
000.00 on capital account. The most of the shares in this 
Company are owned by the Trading Company.

Shares in both the Electric and Shipbuilding Com
panies are to be had, and those who wish to help on the 
wheels of progress in poor old Newfoundland, and who 
wish to help a sound business proposition should not for
get those Companies. Both Companies go far to make a 
successful town, and have aided greatly in making Port 
Union business such a great success. It is with pleasure 
we inform this Convention that the control of both Com
panies is in the hands of the Trading Company.

Section 3.

We record our appreciation of your action and those 
of our Party in supporting Conscription last spring. Any 
other course would have meant ruination and disgrace to 
you and the F.P.U. and the F.P.U. Party. Some were dis
gruntled over Conscription because of the interference 
made with carrying on the fisheries when the fishery was 
just starting, but we all consider now that your action was

PORT UNION HARBOR AND PORTION OF WHARVES.
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directed by great foresight and wisdom, and in the best in
terests of the Country and the Empire which we are so 
proud to belong to.

We also wish to thank your constituents of Twillingate 
and Twillingate District Council for the wisdom shown by 
their action in turning a deaf ear to the opposition cliques 
campaign of killing you over Conscription, which wisdom 
was shown when you invited them to ask for your recall 
from Parliament.

Section 4.

We also draw the Premier’s attention to your 
statement re the writer of The News slanders against you, 
and to take steps to have such a man as "Calchas” shown 
up in his true light.

Section 5.

We are of the opinion that the competition of Port 
Union in buying fish has been chiefly instrumental in driv
ing prices up at St. John's and over the whole country. We 
believe the outport men vould sooner sell at Port Union 
than at St. John’s. The fishermen believe that no such

prices would have been paid for fish had there been no 
Port Union or Trading Company.

Section 6.

So far as Mosdell is concerned we knew what he is 
capable of, when he betrayed our interests to serve Squires, 
and run an anti-union paper. His record is one that will 
brand him for what he is, and no northern district would 
return such a timeserver to the House of Assembly.

Section 7.

The ten years life of the F.P.U. which closed Nov. 3rd 
will always be considered ten of the most progressive years 
in the history of Newfoundland. The F.P.U. influence is 
plain to all, and no right-minded man can deny that the 
greatest move ever made to uplift the country and break 
the bonds of bondage which held the fishermen for so many 
generations was that started by you at Herring Neck, 
November 3rd, 1908.

In consideration of the untiring zeal, conscientious 
performance of duties as President of the F.P.U., and abil

ity in which you have conducted the political and com
mercial affairs of the Union for the past ten years, and as 
a token of our appreciation of your ten years’ service, we 
propose that you be made President of the Supreme Coun
cil of the Fishermen’s Protective Union of Newfoundland 
as long as you wish to hold the office, and when you feel 
disposed to retire that you become Honorary President for 
life. We propose that the following Section be added to 
the Constitution :—

"The President, Hon. W. F. Coaker, who has estab
lished this Union and has been its President for ten years, 
shall hereby be confirmed in the said position of President 
of the Supreme Council of the Fishermen's Protective 
Union of Newfoundland, during his pleasure and until he 
intimates in writing that he no longer wishes to hold the 
office. And further, that when the said Hon. W. F. Coaker 
resigns the position of President of the Fishermen’s Pro
tective Union of Newfoundland, he shall thereby become 
the first Honorary President of the Supreme Council of the 
Fishermen's Protective Union of Newfoundland, and in that 
capacity preside over Supreme Council Conventions when 
present and instal the duly elected Presidents from time to

This section will be nullified in 
event of the death of President W. 
F. Coaker. This section is enacted 
as a token of appreciation by the 
Supreme Council of the ten years 
service of President Coaker, as or
ganizer and leader of the Fisher
men's Protective Union of New
foundland and can be rescinded by 
a t • o third vote of this Council at 
Annual Convention. This section 
mends any section in the Constitu
tion that may he contrary to this 
s^ntbn i:i relation to the duties of 
the President of the Supreme

Section 8.

We recognize the improvements 
that have resulted from the F.P.U. 
legislation, regarding Sealing 

Steamers, Logging Camps, Road Board Expenditures, 
Timber Reserves for fishery uses, Bay Steam Ser
vice. All the country have benefitted by those 
changes, and it is impossible to realize fully all that these 
changes mean to us and the country.

They were not won easily—some were obtained only 
after two years exertion in the Legislature. The new ser
vice to Port Union meets a long felt need and gives the 
North continual connection with Port Union and the rail
ways. We know what improvements are suitable and we 
regard the new service between Port Union and Lewis- 
porte as essential and satisfactory to the public. We trust 
a suitable hotel will be erected here next year to meet the 
requirements of the travelling public, and a proper ferry 
service will be provided for Goose Bay and nearby 
settlements, such as the Government has invited tenders 
for.

A new ferry service is also required for Bonne Bay 
according to the proposition submitted last winter by the 
F.P.U. Council there. There is urgent need also for the 
extension of the telegraph and telephone service, and we 
expect a substantial grant will be allocated for this purpose 
when Parliament meets the coming winter.

T
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Section 9.

Those who say that the fishermen should not have a 
controlling influence in the Government do not speak ac
cording to conscience, for the lessons of the war have 
taught all concerned that the people must rule and not the 
few. As the fishermen number four-fifths of the electorate 
why should they be compelled to have a one-fourth say in 
ruling the Colony as a celebrated public man has 
stated.

The Fishermen’s Protective Union will insist 
upon exerting its full strength to accomplish the 
return to power of a Party that will support our 
Union policy. We do not wish to cut out all 
other interests or to dominate every interest, but 
as the fishermen’s interests far exceed all others combined, 
there is no intelligent reason why three-fourths of the peo
ple owning the largest part of the savings of the country 
should not be represented by at least 24 members in the 
Assembly or two-thirds of the total number. Let those who 
deny this right go to the fishermen and ask them if the 
fishermen are no longer to be treated as unworthy of their 
full power or unfit for 
their full responsibili
ties in the Govern
ment of their country.
We ask you, Sir, to be 
party to no arrange
ment that does not pro
vide an influence in 
the Government fav
orable to the fisher
men’s interests.

Section 10.

We trust every pos
sible effort will be 
made to satisfactorily 
provide for those who 
return from the war 
disabled. The Govern
ment should be lib
eral to all such. We 
rejoice to find the 
Allied nations have overcome the German power 
of Might, and the war has ended so gloriously 
for our Cause and Empire. May the lessons of this war 
never be forgotten and may peace forever reign through
out the world. We trust Premier Lloyd will secure from 
the French nation the transfer of the French Islands in 
Newfoundland to the British Empire. This would show 
that the French nation appreciate the efforts this country 
made to aid them in their bitterest hour. You, Sir, might 
communicate our desires in this respect to the Prime Min
ister.

Section 11.

We condemn the practise recently introduced of buy
ing cod oil by the cask instead of by the lawful gauge. We 
would like to see this dangerous practise stopped, and sug
gest that a Bill be prepared and introduced into the House 
of Assembly to remedy this evil.

Section 12.

We endorse your remarks in reference to Saw Mills 
and Timber Licenses. We believe that steps should be 
taken to cancel all Licenses of those who do not operate 
Saw Mills as provided by the law under which licenses

were given to operate mills or forfeit their claims. All 
mills should be compelled to employ regular surveyors of 
lumber who have passed a proper examination. No sur
veyor should be in the employ of any mill he surveys for, 
and all surveyors should be paid by the thousand feet and 
not by the day.

Section 13.

Packers of split herring should be registered, and every 
man be compelled to place his registered signature or name 
on every package he packs, as is done in connection with 
Norwegian and Scotch pack.

Section 14.

The time has come for the sharemen to receive their 
fair share of the whole voyage ; cod oil should be consider
ed as a part of the voyage, and after deducting motor boat 
expenses for fuel, a share of the balance should belong to 
the sharemen. If necessary legislation should be intro
duced to enforce this proposal.

Section 15.

We gladly welcome the proposal to publish a book of 
the proceedings of this Council and the F.P.U. progress 

for the past ten years, 
and we trust every 
member will be ready 
to purchase a copy 
when it appears. 

Section 16.

The matter of fix
ing prices for fish is a 
matter of great im
portance and one that 
every Council should 
discuss t h e coming 
winter. We therefore 
propose that the sug
gestion contained in 
your opening speech 
concerning the pass
ing of a law to regu
late the price of fish 
should be submitted 
to the Councils at the 

weekly meeting held the last week in February, and a vote 
taken thereon. The vote as taken “yeas” and "nays” 
should be reported to you, and if the result endorses the 
proposal, a Bill to cover the matter should be introduced 
into the House of Assembly.

Section 17.

We are satisfied with the progress of the Union's poli
tical interests, and consider that all your political achieve
ments of the past have been accomplished to our satisfac
tion and the benefit of the country. We cannot see where 
our interests have suffered, and we feel that in the future 
as in the past you should do as you think best in our inter
ests. We empower you to take what steps you deem ne
cessary regarding the Union’s political action in the com
ing elections. We will follow your lead, and be guided 
by your actions. Now that the war is over, if the Union 
Party with your approval believe that the best interests 
of all would be served by withdrawing from active par
ticipation in the present administration, and believe that 
our best interests would be served by taking an indepen
dent place in the House of Assembly and supporting the 
Government while its policy is in sympathy with our 
ideals, then it will be for them to act; but we place our

CORNER OF PRESIDENT COAKER'S OFFICE.
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confidence in you and them and will abide by any de
cision so'reached which you approve of. We would like 
the Union to appeal to the country as a Union Party, in 
conjunction with others that are willing to concede us 
the power in the Government that belongs to the toiling 
masses.

Section 18.
We approve of your proposal to ensure the proper 

carrying out of the sealing laws by placing an official re
presenting the Fisheries Department on board of each 
steamer to enforce the laws and bring action against of
fenders in event of any breach of the law. The official re
ferred to should be paid from the proceeds of the voyage, 
and receive the usual share as one of the crew and should 
be appointed by the Governor in Council.

Section 19.
We wish to express our severe condemnation of the 

conduct of one Alexander Carter, master of the S.S. Devon, 
(a ship under daily charter with the Government to carry 
mails and passengers), in refusing to respond to the appeal 
to save life made by the Bonavista people through Hon. W. 
F. Coaker. No language is too severe to use in connection 
with such cowardly and inhuman conduct, and we in ex

in their power.
Section 21.

The placing of a beacon light at Mamal’s Island fills a 
long felt want, and we express our appreciation of the ac
tion of the Department of Marine and Fisheries in provid
ing this light.

Section 22.
We feel it our duty to protest against the railway service 

thrust upon the people travelling on the Bonavista Branch 
Line. The service is irregular and schedule time is as rare 
as Sundays. The journey from St. John’s to Bonavista and 
from Bonavista to St. John’s is the hardest railway journey 
encountered in the Dominion. Seats should be placed in 
passenger cars that can be extended as couches for night 
journeys. Present conditions on the Bonavista Branch can
not be longer tolerated. We call upon the members for 
Bonavista and Trinity Districts to aid you, Sir, in obtaining 
from the Company through the Government, a decent ser
vice, regular, on time and fitted so that passengers can rest 
at night.

Section 23.
We offer our warmest congratulations to our friends

N.C .l SKIMMING OVER THE SURFACE- TF THE WATER

NC-1HOW THE SKIMS OVER THE CHOPPY WAVES

pressing our indignation trust that never again will such 
conduct belong to any Newfoundlander. We ask you, Mr. 
President, to bring this matter before the proper authori
ties, requesting an immediate investigation into this inhu
man action on the part of Carter. In our opinion he should 
never be permitted to command a ship in this Dominion, 
as we are in possession of all the facts relating to this black 
outrage against humanity.

Section 20.

We strongly urge the replacing of the Fog Alarm at 
Green Island, Catalina, with one of the most up-to-date and 
most powerful Fog Alarms obtainable. Catalina is the har
bor of refuge for the whole fleet of schooners north of Bon
avista. Thousands of schooners enter and leave port annu
ally. The port is made in the thickest and roughest 
weather, and amidst fog in summer and snow in the fall. 
No delay should be permitted in making this change as the 
lives of hundreds are risked. The shoals outside of Cata
lina should also be provided with proper bell buoys or 
whistles and we request that you, Sir, take this matter up 
with the Government. We urge all the F.P.U. members in 
the House to support this recommendation by every means

at Port Union and Catalina for the manner in which we 
have been cared for and welcomed, and we assure all con
cerned that our best wishes will always follow Port Union 
development. We also thank the Reid Nfld. Co. for grant
ing delegates special fare by train and steamer. We are 
sure all Union Districts and the fishermen in general will 
stand by the F.P.U., Coaker and Port Union next year 
when the ballots are marked, for we are convinced that the 
prosperity of this Dominion to-day is the outcome of the 
activities of the F.P.U. and the man who organized it, and 
every fair minded mail will now regard the establishment 
of the Fishermen’s Protective Union of Newfoundland as 
the most beneficial movement ever accomplished in New
foundland, and none but the evil disposed and prejudiced 
can be found to-day to oppose us.

Respectfully submitted,

D. WHITE,
ROBERT BOONE,
SAMUEL PRINCE.
JOHN GUPPY,
WALTER WATTON.
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OFFICIAL REPORT of COAKER RECRUITS

Royal Newfoundland Regiment.
No. Name. Next op Kin. Address. Nature op Casualty.

3371 WM. C. CHRISTIAN Wm. Christian, father 72 Hayward Avenue Died of Multiple, G.S. We. Fract. 
Femur on 26/10/18.

3512 JESSE NORMAN Theresa Norman, mother Catalina G.S.W R. Arm, mild, Nov. 22nd, 1917.
2841 JOHN MILLER Chas. Miller, father 36 Mullock Street G.S.W. L. Arm, mild, Oct. 15th, 1918. 

Transferred to Foresters June 1, M7.
3444 CHAS. RICHARDS Stephen Richards, father King’s Pt., N.D.B. G.S.W. L. Leg, severe amputation. 

Missing Dec. 3/17; rep. to Eng. Feb. 
1918 with 2nd Battn. 1/4/19.

3380 ROBT. SIMMONS Wm. Simmons, father Botwood, N.D.B. G.S.W. L. Shoulder Aug. 1917. Demob. 
25/4/19.

3386 WARD BALL Mrs. Jos. Luscombe, mother Botwood Joined Batt. in Field 2/7/17. Demob. 
14/4/19.

3425 PIERCE PARSONS J. Parsons, father Cat Hr., Fogo Died of wounds 47 CCS. Le Treport, 
16/8/17.

3251 ERNEST PARSONS Mrs. Mary Sharpe, mother Lady Cove, T.B. Ad. Wandsworth G.S.W. L. Hand 
15/10/17. Appvd. Demob. 21/6/19.

3403 ADOLPHUS LOCKE Philip Locke, father Filley’s Island, N.D.B. Ad. Hosp. Rouen Oct. 11/17 G.S.W. 
L. Knee. Rep. Depot St. John’s 12/ 
10/18. Died Pilley’s laid., 3/11/18.

3404 A. H. PITTMAN Chas. Pittman, father Pilley’s Island, N.D.B. Rep. Miss. 3/12/17. Later rep. K. in A. 
Auth. Off. German List.

3488 HERBERT A. HOUSE Wm. House, father Twillingate Enlisted 22/2/17. Disch. med. unfit 
26/4/18.

3456 DOUGLAS PELLEY Jabez Pelley, father Springdale, N.D.B. Dang, ill S.W. Chest 29/11/17. Dis. 
to Base 19/1/18. Ad. Wandsworth 
25/3/18. Dis. to duty 25/5/18. 
Demob. App. 23/2/19.

3432 JOS. FORD Stephen Ford, father English Hr., T.B. Demob, approved 19/6/19.
3474 C. GREENE Mrs. Ed. King Harry's Hr., N.D.B. G.S.W.R. Leg and R. Arm 5/4/18.
3506 G. PAINTER Mrs. A. Painter, mother Hr. Breton, F.B. Demobilised 21/1/19.
338© E. FROUDE Abram Froude, father Old Perlican G.S.W.L. Leg severe. Adm. 6th Gen’I 

Hosp. Rouen 11/10/17. Dang, ill G. 
S.W. Adbomen. Died of wounds 
14/10/18.

3308 H. C. DUPFETT John DulTett, father Burgoynes Cove G.S.W. Leg severe 10/7/17. Demob. 
24/4/19.

3394 F. BURT Silas Burt, father Hamilton, N.D.B. G.S.W.R. Thigh severe 10/10/17. G. 
S.W. Back slight 30/9/17. Demob. 
25/4/19.

3387 KENNETH LANGDON Rich. Landon, father Northern Arm, Bot. GSW. Ws. Back & Forehead 27/11/17. 
Demob. Confirmed 10/4/19.

3388 ARCH. MANUEL Philip Manuel, father Northern Arm, Bot. GSWL. Leg severe 23/11/17. Demob. 
17/4/19.

3415 ALPHEUS HARNETT Sami. Harnett, father Seldom Come By GSW. L. Arm, mild, 22/11/17.
3372 W. J. STRATTON Mrs. Jas. Burry, mother Valleyfleld, B B Died of wounds 13/3/18.
3400 ARTHUR PITTMAN Geo. Pittman, father Pilley’s Island, N.D.B. Discharged med. unfit 17/8/18.
3401 WESLEY PITTMAN Wm. Pittman, father Pilley's Island, N.D.B. GSW. R. Leg Nov. /17. GSW. Head 

slight 30/9/18. Demob. 23/5/19.
3399 FORD JEWER Jos. Jewer, father Lewisporte Demobilised 14/2/19.
8103 ALBERT PELLEY John Pelley, father South West Arm, N.D.B. Demobilised 11/4/19.
3438 GARLAND PENNEY Francis Penney, father English Hr., T.B. GSW. Finger 27/9/17. Demob. 1/5/19.
3470 NEHEMIAH DAY Reuben Day, brother Champney’s, T.B. Discharged 11/2/17. Med. unfit.
3544 NEVILLE SAMSON Thos. E. Samson, father Flat Islands, B.B. Killed In Action 3/12/17.
3568 LORIN RUSSELL Arthur Russell, father Princeton, B.B. Demob. 21/4/19.
3567 JOS. PRINCE Robt. Prince, father Princeton, B.B. G.S.W. Face and R. Shoulder 1/10/18. 

Wandsworth Apl. 14th, 1919.
3515 MARK LODGE Mary J. Lodge, mother Catalina G.S.W. L. Arm 20/11/17. Disch. per- 

manently unfit October 15th, 1918.
3704 FRED. H. GULLAGE Geo. Gullage, father Catalina Disch. 20/4/19.
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No. Name.
3768 WHIT. HOLLOWAY

3839 DOL. J. STUCKLESS

5200 JAS. THORNHILL 
3439 WM. BARNES 
3471 J. C. BUTT

3542 FRED. J. WHITE 
3566 JOHN PRINCE 
3525 ALF. E. QUINTON

3703 CEO. POMEROY

3702 HARRY BLUNDON

3558 GEO. PIKE

5161 E. J. THORNHILL 
3437 GILBERT IVANY 

(2nd Lieut.)
3308 H. W. QUINTON 

(2nd Lieut.)

PTE. PIERCE PARSONS

Name.
HERBERT COLLIS 
H. KING 
R. SIMMONS 
J. CLARKE 
L. BRETT
ORLANDO HOWLETT 
ALBERT RYAN 
JAMES JOHNSON 
WALTER P. VINCENT 
ARTHUR J. WINSOR 
GORDON SIMMS 
HENRY TULK 
WILLIAM FOWLER 
ALEXANDER CREWS 
HENRY P. HILLIER 
ELISHA HILLIER 
JOHN BUNGAY 
JOSEPH PELLEY 
KENNETH CREWS 
H. V. HUNTER 
CHESLEY HILLIER

Next of Kin. Address. Nature of Casualty.

Mrs. W. Holloway, wife Greenspond G.S.W.L. Wrist, mild, Apl. 19/18. 
Demob, approved 6/4/19.

Mrs. Emma Watkins, mother Comfort Cove, N.D.B. Wounded Apl. 13/18, later reported 
missing same date. Presumed dead 
Nov. 9/18.

Ambrose Thornhill, father Little B. E. Demob. U.K. June 10/19.
Rich. Barnes, father English Hr., T.B. Demob. 27/4/19.
Mrs. Moses Butt, mother Henley Hr., Lab. G.S.W.R. Leg 15/8/17. G.S.W. Chest 

2/12/17. Disch. med. unfit 3/9/18.
Robt. White, father Princeton, B.B. Killed in action 3/12/17
Sami. Prince, father Princeton, B.B. Demobilised 10/3/19.
Alfred Quinton, father Southern Bay, B.B. Adm. Jensen Camp 13/6/17. Died 

27/6/17.
Wm. Pomeroy, father Catalina Missing 3/12/17. Reported P. of W. 

13/2/18. Discharged Med. unlit 
20/12/18.

Theo. Blundon, father Catalina G.S.W.L. Arm severe 15/4/18. Dis
charged 3/7/19.

Mary Cater, mother Grand Falls G.S.W. Chest, 30/9/17, G.S.W. Knee 
13/4/18. Rptd. Hqrs. 1/6/19.

Geo. Thornhill, father Little Bay Islands Demob. Appvd. 20/6/19.
Wm. Ivany, father English Hr., T.B. G.S.W.R. Hand severe, 10/10/17. Re

tired 11/3/19.
Jacob Quinton, father Red Cliffe, B.B. Retired Mar. 11/19.

Pte. Pierce Parsons, Regt. No. 3425. Son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jonathan Parsons, bom at Lumsden Oct. 17th, 1896, 
aged 23 years, who until 19 years of age attended the day 
school and thence to the Methodist College, St. John’s, 
where he spent a year, after which he started teaching. For 
two years he taught at Englee, the third year went to Lewis- 
porte and took charge of the Superior School there, remain
ing until about the middle of January 1917 when he enlisted 
as Coaker Recruit, 1st Nfld. Regt. After four months train
ing he went overseas to France where he received his fatal 
wound August 17th being taken from the battle field to the 
Geneva Hospital in France where he died August 18th and 
was buried at Le Treport in France. Private Parsons was a 
young man of many good qualities, being held high in respect 
by all who knew him. Truly it may be said he died a Hero 
fighting for Freedom and Justice against the brutal Huns. LT. H. W. QUINTON

Royal Naval Reserve
Next op Kin. 

Mother, Elizabeth Chafe

Mother, Jessie 
Wife, Mary

Mother, Mary 
Father, George 
Mother, Harriet 
Mother, Lavinia 
Wife, Alice J.
Sister, Sarah 
Mother, Deborah 
Wife, Emily 
Father, John 
Mother, Lizzie 
Mother, Susan 
Mother, Laura 
Father, Richard 
Mother, Deborah

(None dead)

Address.
13 Prospect St., City

Winterton, T.B. 
Dunfield, T.B.

11 Larken Square, City 
Triton, N.D.B.
Triton, N.D.B.
Triton, N.D.B.
Pt. aux Gaul, Lamaline, P.B. 
Grand Bank, F.B.
Point aux Gaul, Lamaline 
Pt. aux Gaul, Lamaline, P.B. 
Silverdale, Green Bay 
Harbour Mill,. F.B. 
Beaverton, N.D.B.
Point Crew, P.B.
Salvage, B.B.
Lamaline, P.B.

OLIVER BATT, JOE BATTS ARM

HV'
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THE FISHERMEN’S PROTECTIVE UNION
By W. B. JENNINGS, M.H.A. (or Twillmgate

r*OR every effect there is a cause. You would have to go 
F back to the days of the old fishing admirals to the time 
when the merchants of the Old Country influenced Parlia
ment to keep Newfoundland a fishflake for them to make 
untold fortunes thereby, in order to get at the root of the 
cause, which contributed toward bringing the Fishermen’s 
Protective Union into being.

The time was overripe ; for years before it would have 
started if a leader had been forthcoming. Every other 
trade in the country had its unions, no matter how few the 
number, long before the Fishermen's Union moved, in 
spite of the fact that in 1890 about 60,000 persons were en
gaged in catching and curing fish. When W. F. Coaker 
started the F.P.U. its growth was phenomenal, the idea 
caught on pretty quick. This, coupled with his personality 
and administrative ability, has contributed largely toward 
its success. It is well known that the F.P.U. has two ob
jects in view—Commercial and Politi
cal. 1 have always thought that the 
commercial problem bristled with dif
ficulties, yet who looking with unbiased 
mind at what has already been accom
plished can say that it has not justified 
its existence, even if that alone was the 
only thing attempted. 1 firmly believe 
for one thing that the fishermen have 
heard more and learned more about 
the general trade of the country since 
the F.P.U. came into being, than in any 
fifty years previous. And now Coaker 
gets the blame if you get too much for 
your fish and doubly so if you get too 
little. If Mr. Coaker and the Union 
were the nonentity his enemies would 
have you believe how could it play any 
part or have any influence whatever?
Sit in his office for an hour in the fall 
of a fine day and count the number 
calling with a bundle of fish, and the 
question, "What is this worth, Mr.
Coaker, or what price can 1 ask for 
oil?” and listen to the reply to each in
dividual case and the most skeptical 
must admit that W. F. Coaker had be
come a factor in the commercial life of this country.

But to my mind always the greatest possibilities for 
the Fishermen’s Union have been in the political arena. 
Every man at the polling booth has an equal value. The X 
of the poorest man in the country counts as much as that 
of the richest ; that, and the grave, are two places we come 
on the same level, and therein lies the power of the 
F.P.U. ; and is it not their right and should not a sane ma
jority rule and is it not the essence of true democracy that 
they should rule, subject of course to the highest moral 
society and economic laws that exist, or can be framed.

The F.P.U. Party entered the field with little know
ledge of what political life meant, but their intentions were 
square and above board, and as far as I am aware are still 
the same. This terrible war tragedy has upset everything 
and Britain’s peril has had to receive first consideration, 
our own life and well being rising or lost with hers. I be

lieve that the future will recognize that not the least sacri
fice was made when the F.P.U. consented to be a party in 
the formation of a National Government, to cope with con
ditions that not a great many people realized, or even now 
realize ever existed. Living in peace and quietude 
if is difficult for people to believe that only a few hundred 
miles off, death lurks in almost every square yard.

But in its short political life has the F.P.U. been in
strumental in accomplishing anything? Has it influenced 
legislation in any way for the better? Some folks when 
looking this way put the glass to the blind eye. Give one 
square look and see. What will appear? No big deeds 
perhaps, but to its credit lies the Local Affairs Act, the 
Sealers' Act, the Loggers’ Bill, and last but not least I 
claim the Prohibition Act. Is it necessary to explain in 
detail what each of these above-mentioned Acts mean, 
space forbids just now, suffice it to say the first named 

deals with one of the greatest causes 
of graft that ever existed in this coun
try, and 1 trust will ever remain a thing 
of the past, as it must while this Act is 
enforced.

The two next Bills dealt with mat
ters connected with the safety of 
human lives, any government or coun
try which does not strain every nerve 
and thought to protect the lives of its 
subjects is, to say the least, gravely re
miss in its duty, and perhaps someone 
may try to explain why it was left to 
the despised F.P.U. Party at this late 
date to introduce measures for the pro
tection of the sealers and loggers.

The Prohibition Act. "What do you 
know about it?" asks some one. Quite 
a bit, and this is a part: The Union 
Party was the only party in the House 
or out of it which showed an unbroken 
front in supporting everything in con
nection with the movement, the only 
party who one and all worked their 
level best to aid the success of the 
Plebiscite and The Advocate true its 
pages with no uncertain sound in order 

to aid its success and this in spite of the fact (and no 
man knew this better than the President who was fore
most in support of the movement) that many individual 
members of the F.P.U. were not favorably inclined toward 
prohibition. There is an old saying, "Give the devil his 
due." Some folks are so mean, they would treat Coaker 
and his Union worse than they would treat the gentleman 
with the cloven hoof.

The F.P.U. had a right to organize, even if it proved a 
failure it would justify its existence to-day, even if it only 
existed as a watch dog. It can only fail through the indif
ference of its members. Human nature is prone to change, 
but woe betide the day should that change be a backward 
one toward the old days of darkness and oppression, which 
is no fairy tale told to scare children but hard facts proved 
up to the hilt and recorded to some extent in the Text Book 
of Newfoundland History.

W. B. JENNINGS 

M.H.A. for Twillingate
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Memories of
sagas

the F. P. U. in the 
Its Organization.

Early Days of
ByP.K. DEVINE

IN the early days of the F.P.U. the writer was as closely 
connected with the movement as any man who took an 

interest in the organization, except Hon. W. F. Coaker 
(then plain W. F. Coaker), since it was my privilege to 
have intimately known the President away back in the 
eighties and more intimately still in the nineties when he 
occupied the position of Post Master and Telegraph Oper
ator at Port Blandford. He was then in the prime of his 
manhood and was boiling over with enthusiasm like my
self for the "Grand Old Liberal Party." We both were 
brimming over with ideas for the advancement of our na-

the community amongst the operators. "Look out for 
trouble" I said to myself, that was in July; by the end of 
August the whole country was up in arms and the oper
ators to a man, or rather I should say—to a woman, were 
in entire sympathy with the movement. A few weeks after 
I had taken a vacation and was presented with a free pass 
by Mr. Reid, of the R.N. Co., to make a tour of Notre 
Dame Bay with Capt. Knee in the S.S. Clyde, and write 
up a series of articles on its scenery and industries for my 
paper—The Evening Telegram.

I wanted to visit my old home at King’s Cove, Bonn-

*

I—
MR. COAKER’S TRAIN SNOWBOUND.

five land and the triumph of democracy which from our 
viewpoint first struck the community in 1889, when Sir 
Wm. Whiteway carried the whole country at the polls.

Looking back at the glorious period now we both can 
conscientiously say that our enthusiasm and our motives 
were disinterested and the leading idea in our minds was 
to get every voter, especially every fisherman, in the coun
try to think as we did on political matters, the surest and 
most direct road to save them from serfdom of centuries, 
Drought about by mercantile cupidity and government in
difference and neglect. Mr. Coaker had tried in a small 
way on his own account to get Mr. Bond to do certain 
things in Green Bay which he believed would be good for 
the district, but was turned down. He was shortly after 
elected to the quiet atmosphere where it was no doubt be
lieved he would be able to the least harm and stir up the 
minimum amount of trouble. His mind was too active and 
his body too robust not to be doing something.

In 1895, being then myself on The Evening Telegram, 
! received a letter from Mr. Coaker telling me that he was 
starting a "Telegraphers' Union" in order to look for bet
ter pay and more consideration generally; next week he 
had a small sheet published and was circulating it round

vista Bay, and see my relatives there. I had only ten days 
up and wondered how I could visit both Bays in that time. 
Adopting Sir Edward Morris’ motto—“We’ll cross that 
bridge when we come to it’’—I took my departure for Port 
Blandford. Here I met the future President of the F.P.U. 
running a Post Office and a Telegraph Office, but chafing 
for want of something to do there was actually work 
enough for ten men. We walked the platform five hours 
while I waited for the Dundee and it was then I realized 
that there was political energy enough in W. F. Coaker to 
run the whole country. There was indignation enough 
against the treatment of the masses by both the merchants 
and government to return thirty-six men to the House of 
Assembly when an opportunity was secured to be serious
ly listened to. 1 will say for both of us that we were dead
ly in earnest and longed for an opportunity to tell our 
countrymen what was in our minds; as for myself the 
avenue was opened in a newly bom paper—The Plain- 
dealer—in 1907, and for Mr. Coaker the right one in the 
organization of the F.P.U.

I believe it was the writings in The Plaindealer that 
started Mr. Coaker. The tenor of the appeals to the fisher
men must have had a familiar sound in his ears and car-
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ried back his mind to the days when like a caged lion he 
tramped the platform at Port Blandford. He informed me 
afterwards that he was as much perplexed as he was 
moved in regard to the articles appealing to the fishermen 
appearing in The Plaindealer. Finally he made up his 
mind to come to St. John's and find out all about it. I 
shall never forget the look on his face when after much 
waiting, preparation and ceremony he was introduced to 
the Editor. At that time the whole country was ringing 
with the fame of The Plaindealer and the articles that were 
directed to the fishermen were admitted by all to be the 
principal factor in winning the election of the People's 
Party. If we had the back fyles now they would be found 
addressed to the fishermen to form a Union for their own 
protection and to have their own men in the House of As
sembly. 1 have not put this question to Mr. Coaker, but 1 
believe if asked where he got his information to form the 
F.P.U. he will not deny it was in the columns of The Plain-

When the Fishermen's Union was started first The

However I met the late Judge Prowse on Water Street 
one day about the time the series ended and he greeted me 
most enthusiastically, saying: "1 was just up to Reids, they 
were talking about those articles you wrote about your trip 
in Green Bay. They're great ! 1 read them myself. That’s 
the stuff. Give the public plenty of that. We ll let ’em 
know what the Reids are doing." I tried hard to get in a 
word but the Judge went on at the top of his voice : “Yes, 
yes; very clerly written graphic description. That's the 
kind of stuff we want and not this political abuse.’’ I tried 
to get a chance to give the credit to Mr. Coaker once more 
and said - “But, Judge.” He interrupted me again. "Yes, 
it's all right. 1 am going to put it in my scrap book,"— 
and the Judge never knew and the Reids never knew since, 
but when they read this they will be able to say amongst 
his other versatile qualities W. F. Coaker—now Hon. W. 
F. Coaker—gave the best description of Notre Dame Bay 
that was ever given, but the man who must be - puzzled 
afterwards if he can read it was Capt. Knee, whose name 
appears here and there, what he did and what he said, etc.

FALLS AT BOWRING PARK, ST. JOHN'S.

Plaindealer was its organ and published articles for Mr. 
Coaker for three months, or more. A veto was then put 
on Coaker's correspondence but so congenial to me was 
the cause that several articles were smuggled in several 
issues afterwards. Finally things got hot and Mr. Coaker 
was shut out, they did not know where he was or where he 
was going to fall. He then started a small paper of his 
own, printed at Barnes'.

Going back to the trip on the Bay, Mr. Coaker soon 
showed me a way out of the difficulty. He volunteered to 
write a description of a trip around Green Bay as if writ
ten by him on the boat, he knew every arm and inlet, the 
industries, the business places, etc., and when I continued 
from King's Cove the next week in the S.S. Dundee he 
had the big roll of manuscript all ready. And that was 
some description! 1 kept away from Reids for several 
days fearing they would be alluding to the series of articles 
then appearing in The Telegram and might be throwing 
bouquets at me that I had no right to accept.

1 had intended to say more about the F.P.U. whose 
10th anniversary you are now celebrating but wandered off 
into this light narrative which after all may be interesting 
and has a touch of nature that I know most readers like. 
1 may say, however, that 1 believe all the time that the 
Union would have been more powerful and do better work 
for its members if kept between the two parties in politics 
for a balance of power. In fact this was Mr. Coaker’s 
original intention he had told me so frequently in 1908 
and 1909. It is in politics now and has a big say in all the 
Government's doings, and if the fishermen are true to 
themselves they will not lose the grip they have gained 
but will take a round turn next year, force Union legis
lation and regulations for their own welfare. They have 
got up a little way on the topside they may allow them
selves to be doped, fall asleep and be rolled down to the 
bottom where they started from 1908. That’s their affair! 
If they trust their President they will come through all 
right.
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PRESIDENT COAKERS TRIUMPHANT 
TOUR NORTH, 1919

,<V>5

WE started on our eighth annual inspection of the Union 
Stores in the new auxiliary “F. P. Union," accom

panied by Mr. Halfyard. Our first stopping place was 
Ladle Cove where a Union premises has been erected dur- 
ng the past two years. Thos. West is in charge of the 

store—a man from the fishing boat and he is proving 
himself worthy of the confidence and responsibility placed 
on his shoulders. The fishery along 
the Strait Shore will prove an aver
age catch. Seldom was next visited, 
v here a splendid premises has been 
erected during the past three years 
with a waterfront sufficient to ac
commodate the loading of foreign 
vessels. Mr. George Richards, who 
is turning out to be a good business

built up under the management of Mr. Jonas Noble. The 
fishery here and at Moreton’s Hr. is a complete blank. The 
people pack a large quantity of split herring at those places 
which helps them very considerably in making two ends 
meet We as usual received a warm welcome, remaining 
for the night.

The next port of call vas Leading Tickles where a 
fine premises has been erected 
the past year on a site ad
joining the public wharf. We 
started discharging freight, and 
amidst the firing of musketry 
and general rejoicing the people 
flocked to the public wharf to wel
come to us. Leading Tickles also pos-

J. H. SCAMMELL 
Travelling Delegate of the 

F.P.U.

F. W. HODD1NOTT 
Chairman F. P.U. Council, 

Brig Bay.

CAPT. GEORGE BISHOP 
Chairman F.P.U. Council 

Wesleyville, B.B.

man, is in charge, assisted by Mr. Newman Abbott. The 
fishery at Seldom is equal to last year's catch. We re
ceived a royal welcome from the people, discharged 
freight and at daylight started for Herring Neck.

At Herring Neck the Trading Co. has another splen
did premises worthy of the place where the Union was first 
started. Edgar Hussey is in charge here, having been re
cently appointed. We saw several old friends and after 
discharging freight passed on through Friday's Bay to 
tloreton’s Hr. Here we also received a royal welcome 
r.nd spent a few hours conversing with friends. A Union 
Store is to be erected here during this fall and winter on 

site purchased which adjoins the coastal wharf. Mr. W. 
B Jennings joined us here, en route to Springdale. Our 
next call was Exploits, where another splendid Union pre
mises has been built and where a fine business has been

sesses a splendid Union Hall. Mr. J. Parsons is in charge 
of the store, and a big business in herring is transacted 
here. We took on board several friends, amongst them 
being Mr. Chippett and his sons, and started for Winter 
House Cove, which is a settlement of Union men, about 
two miles from Leading Tickles. Here another splendid 
reception aw aited us, although the people had no idea that 
1 would visit their little harbor.

We started for Triton, where the people are pressing 
us for a Union Store. We received here another grand 
v elcome. Bunting flew from scores of poles and powder 
seemed as cheap and as plentiful as in the days of 1913. 
We held a meeting in the nice little Union Hall, which was 
•rammed full with solid sincere Union friends. Messrs. 
Halfyard, Jennings and myself addressed the meeting. 
The address covered matters of pressing interest and took



144 THE HISTORY OF THE FISHERMEN S PROTECTIVE UNION.

up two hours at a time in the day when all who attended 
made some sacrifice to do so. The ladies had prepared u 
picnic for the evening but we were unable to remain. We 
Rrranged matters pertaining to the erection of a premises 
which will be proceeded with at once, the site being pre
sented free by the Chairman of the Council, Mr. A. Simms.

At Triton all are Union members and the people are 
well to do. It is a flourishing and neat looking settlement 
possessing a splendid harbor. We next visited Pilley's 
Island, passing through a beautiful run. The day was per
fect, and the scenery enchanting. Few indeed know of the 
beauties of Notre Dame Bay. In my opinion there is no
thing in the world to compare with the beauty of those 
deep waters, narrow runs, which exist between Leading 
Tickles and Springdale. Halfyard, who beheld this scenery 
for the first time, was enchanted, and I wished thousands 
of our countrymen could enjoy 
a trip through those delightful 
runs on a perfect summer day.
All along settlements were 
passed, at each joy guns 
belched forth their noisy but 
sincere welcome. Pilley’s 
Island friends also turned out 
to extend a hearty welcome 
and joy guns again sent forth 
the tidings that something un
usual was happening at Pil
ley’s Island. The Union pre
mises has been enlarged dur
ing the past year and we ar
ranged for the erection of ad
ditional shop space which will 
be completed this fall. The 
herring fishery is an important 
factor in the support of Pil
ley's Island people. Some ac
tivity is observable at the old 
mine. We learned that one of 
the old managers had started 
boring with a diamond drill 
for copper, and we trust the 
venture will be a success.
Pilley's Island Store is in 
charge of B. Hoddinott, who 
is fast becoming a successful 
manager.

We had a difficult job to 
convince our friends at the 
several places of the impos
sibility of remaining a night 
to address meetings, as such 
would entail a six weeks’ trip, 
instead of one of ten days as 
I had planned. Our next port 
of call was Springdale where we heard the welcome of 
musketry when miles down the Bay. It was a beautiful 
evening and the charm of the splendid sheet of water and 
the wooded slopes of the Bay had full effect. A rousing 
reception was accorded us. Hundreds having assembled at 
the Union wharf. The U. T. Co. owns a fine premises here 
and is transacting a good business. The premises has been 
erected during the past two years. Mr. T. W. Peckford 
has been in charge the past year. He returned to Change 
Islands with us where he will take charge of the new pre
mises there. Mr. Jennings will take charge of Springdale 
business, where his family will reside in future. A mass 
meeting was held at 9 p.m. at the urgent request of the 
people. The L.O.A. Hall was crowded. The speakers were 
Messrs. Jennings, Halfyard and myself, and the meeting

did not close until after midnight. It was indeed a good 
old-fashioned Union meeting, reminding me of the 1913 
campaign. We partook of refreshments at the home of 
friend Dan Blandford.

We started early next morning for Nipper’s Hr. where 
friends again received us royally. The firing of joy guns 
was kept up for half an hour. The people assembled at 
the .wharf to welcome us. My visit was to arrange about 
the erection of a Union Store. A rented Union Store was 
opened here three years ago, and was destroyed by fire. I 
have objected to using a rented place and the people have 
been pressing the past year or so for the erection of a 
store. A site has been secured and work will be started by 
the Council in a month or two and the store will be ready 
for next season’s business.

We passed Round Hr., Shoe Cove and Burying Place 
where joy guns did duty in ex
pressing the delight of the 
residents in having us visit 
their coast once more. At La 
Sc'e the usual warm enthusi
astic reception awaited us. 
The people crowded to the 
v harf and we had the pleasure 
once again of shaking hands 
with old friends. Skipper Bill 
Swyers is the Chairman and 
an excellent one he is. A 
good old public meeting was 
held, vhich was addressed by 
Messrs. Jack Scammell, Half- 
yard and myself. Friend 
Scammell joined us at Spring- 
dale and we left him at La 
Scie to visit St. Barbe District. 
He is the travelling delegate 
of the F.P.U. and is an excel
lent speaker and organizer, 
and is doing his work satis
factory to the people. We 
visited La Scie to arrange for 
erection of a Union premises. 
The store formerly in opera
tion was rented and its owner 
required it, and it was closed 
last year. The people finding 
out the great benefit it was 
and the great change that 
came over the other traders 
when it closed, resolved that a 
Union Store owned by the 
Union should be erected as 
soon as possible. We trust by 
the time I visit La Scie next 
year, the store will be ready 

for business. The public meeting proved that the people 
of St. Barbe have resolved to stand by the Union in the 
coming election and the desire was to have a Union Can
didate.

We left La Scie for Coakerville and had a splendid 
trip across Green Bay, passed inside of Exploits, entered 
that magnificent group of islands with unsurpassed scenery 
and other attractions—Dildo Run—and after an anxious 
journey of 15 miles amidst the 365 islands that make up 
the archipelago we anchored at Coakerville. We proceed
ed to Boyd’s Cove and met old friends once more, and on 
to Change Islands where a splendid union premises has 
been erected since my last visit. The new store is at Fox 
Cove and adjoins the coastal wharf, and will be managed 
by Mr. Thos. Peckford, assisted by Mr. Thos. Scammell.

J. A. PARSONS, CL^RK F.P.U. STORE, LUMSDEN.
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The old rented store at Main Tickle will still be operated. 
We held a Union meeting and friend Halfyard delivered a 
splendid address. I spoke for two hours and 1 recognized 
the old fire which accomplished such grand work in 1913.

The next day we went to Gander Bay to load lumber 
at French's mill and finding the Dundee there took passage 
for Port Union. We were anxious to take the trip on the 
Dundee as it was her 
last trip on the Lewis- 
port-Port Union route 
and not having tra
velled by that route I 
was anxious to make 
some observation as 
to the possibilities of 
establishing a per
manent service later 
on, and if any incon
venience attended the 
service. We reached 
Port Union 48 hours 
after leaving Gander 
Bay. The route should 
have become popular 
to pleasure seekers 
and tourists, as one 
saw so much of the 
beautiful scenery of 
both Bays, and could 
learn so much about 
the runs, islands and 
harbors. The experi
ence of this season will demonstrate the necessity of an 
adjustment of the service.

1 left by the F.P.U. on a second visit to finish places 
we did not call at during the first visit. Our first port of 
call was Doting Cove where we landed some freight. The 
fishery here is an average one. Trapping was about over. 
Most of the people 
were at Peck ford and 
Wadham Islands. Our 
friends on the Strait 
Shore are as loyal as 
ever and will stand by 
Halfyard next fall.

Joe Batt s Arm was 
reached later in the 
evening, but the peo
ple found out we 
were entering the 
harbor and used their 
guns to consume pow
der and gathered at 
the Union wharf, re
maining until the 
small hours of the 
morning—it being a 
beautiful moonlight 
night. I arranged to 
return the following 
night to hold a public 
meeting and left for 
Tilting.

We were received royally by Tilting friends. Flags 
were hoisted on scores of poles and joy guns were kept 
firing for an hour. I spent an hour with Rev. Dr. Jones. 
Inspected the premises, which is an excellent one, erected 
two years ago. Spent a few hours with friends and started 
for Seldom.

Passing Wild Cove the people showed their loyalty by

firing guns while the boat was in sight. At Seldom another 
reception awaited us and musketry again did duty in de
vouring powder. Many friends crowded to the Union pre
mises. We discharged freight and were ready to face an 
easterly breeze to Joe Batt's Arm. Seldom has one of the 
best outport Union premises, owned by the Trading Co. 
It was finished last year. The store is now operated by 

Mr. George Richards, 
assisted by Mr. New
man Abbott. We had 
a head wind and big 
lop to Joe Batt’s Arm 
but reached it about 
7 p.m., receiving an
other ropal reception. 
The gun was taken 
from the rack to do 
service once more in 
welcoming the Union

The meeting was 
held at the spacious 
new S. U. F. Hall— 
which is the largest in 
Fogo District. Fully 
500 electors were pre
sent and the hall was 
crowded, many ladies 
attended. I spoke for 
about three hours. My 
last public address at 
Joe Batt’s Arm was 

delivered six years ago. The meeting was a grand success. 
1 never found an audience more sympathetic and enthusi
astic. Men from Tilting, and Barr'd Island attended.

The next day I proceeded to Fogo, where I arranged to 
have a new store erected and the premises rebuilt. The 
premises was purchased from the estate of the late Robt.

Scott last year, some 
of the buildings will 
be taken down and 
new shop and store 
will replace the pre
sent one which is too 
small for present day 
requirements. Mr. Al
fred Hussey is in 
charge of the busi
ness at Fogo and he 
will give a good ac
count of himself by 
the time I visit Fogo 
next year. We met 
several friends, all 
were anxious to have 
a meeting, but I ar
ranged to be at Twil- 
lingate that evening 
and could not remain 
to hold a meeting. 
The Union sentiment 
is stronger at Fogo 
than it was in 1913. 

Very few indeed desire a continuance of the present ad
ministration and Halfyard will receive seven-eighths of 
the votes at Fogo proper the coming election.

We proceeded to Twillingate and started to load her
ring. The meeting was held at the Union Hall and was 
well attended. Half the men are away in summer, but we 
had a fine meeting. I finished my address at 12.30, and

1x

F.P.U. PREMISES AT DOTING COVE.

F.P.U. PREMISES AT HANT S HARBOR.
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one old friend who had travelled four miles was even then 
anxious for me to continue another hour as he said it was 
his first time hearing me and it was three years since the 
Council heard me. Twillingate will cast a solid Union vote 
next fall. The opponents of the Union will secure no foot-

of Mr. E. Hayward. It adjoins the coastal premises and 
belongs to the Hodder family. There is some activity in 
building at Sleepy Cove Mine, and the mine will be re
opened when it is hoped success will crown the efforts of 
those who have invested money in the venture.

VICKERS-VIMY BIPLANE—THE SUCCESSFUL TRANSATLANTIC FLIER.

THE ILL-FATED DIRIGIBLE, C.-S, 
which flew here in the morning, was 
moored at Pleasantville, and burst 
her moorings in the afternoon and 
flew away to sea and was lost. She 
has never been recovered.

THE MARTYNSIDE MACHINE PREPARING FOR FLIGHT.

THE "RAYMOR" FINISHING A SUCCESSFUL TRIAL FLIGHT

ing in Twillingate District. One friend asked what party 
now misruled the country. 1 replied Tory Party. “Well," 
said he, "they must go bag and baggage." Twillingate 
never had any use for the Tory gang, and his remark was 
warmly applauded. The store at Twillingate is in charge

We left Twillingate early next morning for Herring 
Neck where we finished loading herring. We spent sev
eral hours with old friends of long ago, some of them we 
had not met for ten years. In the afternoon we visited 
Pike’s Arm and as usual old friends flocked aboard the F.
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P U. and chatted about everything from the scarcity of fish 
to the abomination of John Stone and A. B. Morine. I 
selected a site for a new Union Store at Clark's Cove, and 
a start will be made this fall to erect it. I resided at Pike's 
Arm for five years. It was the first place North I resided, 
having been sent there in 1889 by the firm of McDougall 
& Templeton to manage a small business they had opened 
ihere. It was in the election of '89 that I first became in
terested in politics. 1 was 16 years old and happened to 
attend a political meeting and in response to an invitation 
by one of the Tory candidates I asked a question which

dom at dusk, receiving another musketry welcome, for as 
soon as the F.P.U. made her appearance a rush was made 
for the old muskets and powder which did service in 
sending flame and thunder into the darkness from the old 
iron gun barrels. We left Seldom early next morning 
bound for Port Union. Passed numerous fishing punts 
and skiffs during the day along the Strait Shore, Cape 
Freels and Pinchard’s Isld., which saluted us as we passed. 
We also passed the Fiona, Susu and Earl of Devon, and 
arrived after a run of 12 hours from Seldom. The fishery 
from Fogo to St. Anthony is a blank. Fogo District has a

PORT UNION-SHOWING SOUTH SIDE OF PORT !N OFFING.

F.P.U PREMISES AT LADLE COVE.

brought about the collapse of the meeting, which baptized 
me into the ranks of the Liberal Party. I well remember 
every incident of that stormy meeting and of the part taken 
by the late John Warren and Samuel Miles still living, who 
assailed Tory Indian Meal and Sour Molasses served out 
by the Thorburn Government. 1 trust our friends at Pike’s 
Arm and Cobb’s Arm will pull together and avail of the 
chance now afforded to secure a business store at Pike's 
Arm, and cut off the trip across the Bight which has been 
the custom for nearly forty years.

We left Clark's Cove about 4 p.m. and reached Sel

fair catch. On the North Side of Bonavista Bay the catch 
is very small. On the North Side the catch about King's 
Cove is fair, while other places are much below last year’s 
figures. Trinity Bay has a fair catch, probably equal to 
last year's figures. The crops all over the North are good 
—the hay crop especially good. The political outlook is 
as favorable as it was in 1913 and anyone who expects any 
change will be sadly disappointed .The Government is 
extremely unpopular. The presence of John Stone, A. B. 
Morine and A. E. Hickman in the Executive Council is suf
ficient to alarm the electors and ensure a sweeping victory 
for the F.P.U. Candidates.



'

COAKER RECRUITS—Top row— £1S J. Bradbury. 3660 T. Stone. 3608 J. Mate Bottom roc—3662 E. Ccintna. 3544 N. Samson, 3372 W. 
| J S. Stratton, 3626 F. Spencer, 3631 R. Da e.

TH
E H

ISTO
RY O

F TH
E FISH

ERM
EN S PRO

TECTIV
E U

N
IO

N
.



THE HISTORY OF THE FISHERMEN S PROTECTIVE UNION. 149

PRESIDENT CO AKERS DIARY, Including 
His Visit to the Battlefields of France, 1919

i EFT St. John's by S.S. "Kyle" at 4 p.m., 23rd January, 
L en route for Sydney. Sea smooth, no wind, 
but foggy. Passed floating whistling buoy off Bay 
Bulls. Ship averaged 12 knots.

On the morning of the 24th. off St. Pierre, wind 
South East, very foggy, sea smooth.
Wind increased at 9 p.m., calculated 
position about 25 miles off Sydney.
Being too foggy and rainy to see lights, 
captain decided put her head to sea.

Wind veered to S.W. about 3 a.m. on 
the 25th, made lights and reached Syd
ney about 6 am. . Passengers were:
Major Montgomery, E. Murray and Dr.
Burke. Spent the 25th and 26th at 
Sydney, vhcre we met several leading 
citizens.

Arrived at St. John on the 29th. Met 
Mr. Edwin Murray and Mr. Jackman of 
Tilt Cove, both en route to England; 
also met Mr. Anderson of the Bank of 
Nova Scotia, and J K. Piercey. Both 
v ere very kind and did all possible to 
nrke our visit enjoyable. Saw much 
of the big shipping depots.

Left by Metita" at 10 p.m. on the 
."Oth for 1 iverpool, as there were no 
sailings from New York to England or 
Italy within a week. Messrs. E. Murray 
and Jackson also took passage on the 
'Metita." This ship is !5,000 tons and makes 16 knots, a 
splendid passenger steamer owned by the C.P.R. There 

ere rbout 350 saloon passengers and 250 second class on 
board. The ship covered 3F0 miles the first day.

On Sunday morning, Feb. 2nd., Divine Service was 
held in the saloon, the Rev. Mr. Moore of Ontario, offi
ciating. His text was was "Come unto me all ye that are 
weary and are heavy laden and 1 will give you rest.” The 
closing hymn was "Eternal Father strong to save.” It 
seemed so real to sing that grand old hymn of suppli
cation in mid-Atlantic in mid-Winter. Those in 
attendance appeared to appreciate the prayer of the 
grand hymn and to realize the circumstances. I have 
sung that hymn hundreds of times, but never before as 
at that service.

We received the daily telegraph despatch in printed

The "Acquitania” was near us on Monday, and we 
learnt that James Ayre and Andrew Murray were on 
board, bound for Liverpool. The "Corsican” also passed 
us, and we sent a message of "Welcome Home” to the 
officers and men on board bound for Terra Nova.

The first three days were smooth, no sea, no swell, 
but a little cold. The fourth day brought a warmer 
west wind, soft, springlike. We were then 1400 miles 
from St. John, N.B. Women and children used the 
decks as though it was Spring and not mid-Winter.

No one felt sea sick, and on the seventh 
day at 10 a.m. we sighted land about 
five miles distant, which proved to be 
the Fastnet Island Light, about 300 
miles from Liverpool, the wind being 
south and the sea extremely smooth. 
During the seven days we had no wind 
to any extent, no sea, no swell. We 
saw a steamer the first day out, which 
\ us all sighted until Fastnet Island ap-

I he "Metita" was built on the Clyde 
for the Hamburg Line, but was trans
ferred to the C.P.R. Line in 1916. She 
mnde her first voyage January, 1908.

Met quite a few nice chaps on board. 
Mr. C. Garrett, contractor of Montreal, 

ho * as born in the South of England, 
and an experienced traveller, proved to 
be a real fine chap. The captain's name 
is Barry, a Welshman. Informal con
certs Mere held five nights, a formal 
concert one night and a moving picture 
show one night. The crew consists of 
300, mostly citizens of Liverpool.

No communications were permitted on the English 
side, but one could communicate with America during 
the first five days of the voyage.

Among the passengers were sixty children, who 
loved to roam about the detiks, apparently indifferent 
to danger.

We reached Liverpool at 8 a.m., February 7th. The 
last day was intensely foggy, worse than I ever saw in 
Newfoundland. •

Reached London at 7 p.m. Major Sullivan, who 
happened to be there, hearing that we were due at 
London, met our train and secured for us hotel accom
modation. We soon learnt that Sir William Lloyd was 
due at London at 8 p.m., from Paris, and we found him 
at the Savoy Hotel that evening, and the four of us, 
Lloyd, Sullivan, Bryant and myself, had quite an 
interesting chat. Sir William, who was provided with 
a suite of rooms at the Savoy by the British Govern- 
msnt,invited me to stay with him while at London,which 
offer I accepted, as his son Arthur and Secretary Carew 
were at Paris. Sir William, although he had not seen 
London before last Summer, has made himself

KING GEORGE V.
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acquainted with every interesting and historic place 
there and was our guide during that memorable week, 
for which we gladly express our thanks. London 
must be forever the greatest city on earth, as its history 
is over 2,000 years old, and almost every milestone in 
the history of England is connected, in some way, with 
London. As I saw before my eyes the subjects of so 
many of my readings in history, I began to realize in a 
small degree what the great events and tragedies of 
history, meant for London, England, 
and the world. I could stay a 
year in London, and hardly know 
1 lived a day, for the historic grandeur 
of London history, is all in all to a 
loyal Briton from across the water. Four 
spots in this wonderful city became al
most objects of worship to me, viz. : West
minster Abbey, St. Paul's Cathedral, The 
Tower, and Dickens’ Old Curiosity Shop.
The Abbey is the most precious spot in the 
Empire, to a loyal Britisher. Fancy stand
ing by the graves of England's greatest 
men and women, who lived during the 
past 800 years. The graves of the Kings 
and Queens up to George IV; King 
William and Queen Mary, his wife; the 
Grand old Queen, Bess; the spot where 
Cromwell wa? buried, but from which 
Charles II oi.sted his body. One could 
hold on in the Abbey for a month and not 
spend one idle moment. All the great 
historians, poets, warriors, discoverers of 
the past eight hundred years find resting 
places in this grand old sacred building.
The building itself with all its associa
tions, without its great graves, is the most 
dear and sacred to any heart interested in 
his race.

St. Paul's Cathedral again looks 
down upon 800 years, and contains many 
graves of great men. We attended service 
here on February 9th, sitting under the 
great dome.

The Tower of London is the oldest royal 
residence in London, and contains the 
oldest church—the Chapel of St. John, 
which is directly above the cell where Sir 
Walter Raleigh spent 12 years of his life 
as a prisoner. 1 would not exchange the 
Tower for New York. We entered the 
cell where Sir Walter Raleigh spent so 
many nights. He carved several biblical 
quotations on the walls. Adjoining his 
cell is the block and axe used for behead
ing royal and distinguished victims. The 
great were beheaded ifVside the walls, the 
poorer victims were beheaded on Tower 
Hill, just a few yards from the Tower.

We entered the little wooden partitioned 
room, where Edward IV and his little bro
ther were thrown by their uncle, and subsequently mur-

We saw the cell where poor Dudley, husband of 
Lady Jane Grey, was imprisoned. We were shown 
where that poor innocent woman, Lady Jane Grey, was 
confined, the spot where she, as well as Henry VIII., two 
Queens and other royal prisoners were be
headed. Nearby is St. Peter’s Royal Chapel, which 
contains their graves, and many other distinguished

sons of England, who died whether innocent or guilty, 
because of having aroused in some manner the King's 
animosity.

The rooms of the Castle contain suits of armour 
worn in days past by some of England’s greatest war
riors. Kitchener’s letter appealing for the first five 
hundred thousand volunteers to fight Germany, is also 
to be seen amongst the precious contents of the Tower. 
When one finds himself inside of this historic castle, 

passing from chamber to chamber, and 
learning of the history of each room, one 
feels that a visit to London is repaid by 
this one experience alone.

The Tower is exactly as it was 800 
years ago. The walls are fifteen feet 
thick in some sections, was built for 
strength, and there is no ornamental work 
about it. The floors are of oak, the beams 
of the floor of heavy oak baulk, roughly 
hewn. One feels cold shivers as the dif
ferent places indicated by history are

The cell on the ground floor, where 370 
Jews were thrown to force them to yield 
up thqir cash and belongings, out of 
which number about half died after the 
first night, is one that one shudders to

The well is another interesting spot, 
and the Traitors’ gate, where poor Cran- 
mer entered from the Thames.

The portion where the King lived in 
those early days, before any of the pal
aces were erected, is interesting, for it is 
unpretentious and plain, yet it is famous 
as the first residence of the Kings in Lon
don. The greater part of the White 
Tower was erected by William the Con
queror, who was the first King to take up 
residence in it.

The Chamber of the House of Lords is 
a stately spot, and when I visited it, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury was speaking. 
I also heard Lords Harcourt and Morris 
speak. Needless to say Lord Morris’ re
marks were audible all over the Chamber, 
while the others 1 could scarcely hear, al
though I was not more than fifty feet from 
the speakers. Lord Morris complained 
that the Newfoundland mineral exhibits 
at the Imperial Institute had not been re
stored, or the rooms used for their origin
al purpose, although vacated by the war 
officials for over six weeks. It was indeed 
a pleasure to hear our own and only real 
Lord addressing the Lords in his own 
right, a right that may never again come 
to a native of Terra Nova.

The House of Commons is indeed a 
fascinating spot. It was an honour to be 

present on opening day, but a still greater honour to hear 
the Labour Leader speak for the first time in the history 
of England, as the official leader of His Majesty's Loyal 
Opposition. Mr. Adamson spoke from manuscript, but his 
remarks were logical and to the point. The Prime Minis
ter, Mr. Lloyd George, replied, delivering one of the most 
momentous speeches ever delivered by a British Prime 
Minister, as he dealt chiefly with after-war conditions 
and labour unrest.

THE PRINCE OF WALES
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The Commons Chamber is not a large room, and 
can seat about half of the seven hundred and odd mem
bers. No member has a desk, not even the Prime Min
ister. All sit on long seats along the sides of the room, 
there are about five rows. Some day a larger chamber 
will be used, and probably the present chamber will 
then be the House of an Imperial Parliament, while 
England will enact laws for England in a chamber 
erected as an additional wing of the Parliament Build
ing.

Without doubt Mr. Lloyd George is the greatest 
Englishman alive, and at present he has no equals in 
British politics. He is not liked by many who support 
him, but they recognize his great abilities and wonder
ful energy and constructive ability. They can’t get along 
without him, hence they must follow his leadership. I 
saw Mr. Bonar Law, Mr. Long, Mr. Winston Churchill, 
Mr. Balfour, Mr. Austin Chamberlain, Sir G. Geddes— 
six of the great Commoners—not one of them could 
to-day successfully lead a British Govern
ment. The general opinion is that Mr.
Thomas, the Labour Leader, will replace 
Mr. Lloyd George, as Prime Minister, be
fore many years. Mr. Thomas is looked 
up to generally as a safe level-headed 
man, and one of the ablest amongst lab
our leaders. Mr. Barnes, the Labour Cab
inet Minister, is also considered an able 
and very safe leader, and he has accom
plished a great work in the present Cab
inet, on behalf of labour.

The King is generally regarded as an 
ideal King for Britain. It would be a cal
amity to have a man of Mr. Lloyd 
George's ability and energy as King of 
England. The King must always do as 
advised by his Cabinet, and a very 
strong ruler would in these days soon 
clash with his advisers, and serious 
trouble ensue. England is content with 
King George, and it is generally recog
nised that he will perform his kingly 
duties in a manner that will ensure the 
respect and devotion so long held for the 
occupant of the British Throne.

The Queen is a great and grand lady, 
truly a queen and a leader amongst 
women and men. She looked well on the 
opening of Parliament, as she moved 
through the Royal Gallery of the Parlia
ment, on the way to take her place at the 
King’s side, in the Lord’s Chamber. She looked a Queen 
in every respect. She is much taller than King George. 
The Royal Family is very popular with the people, and 
Londoners in particular.

Buckingham Palace is not very large. The palace 
of the former French kings at Versailles is twenty 
times as large as Buckingham Palace. Marlborough 
House, the Dowager Queen’s Palace, is also a medium 
sized building, so is the residence of the Duke of 
Connaught. St. James’ Palace, the old residence of 
former kings and queens of England, is much larger 
than King George’s London Palace, but is not modern, 
and is used now for government offices.

London is a vast city, and stands head and 
shoulders above any other capital in the world. Paris 
is a grander city, better laid out, but contains only a 
tenth of the population of London. Rome again is a 
grand city, rich in historic treasure, and possesses the

grandest cathedral in the world, yet Rome can never 
hold a candle to London. The traffic arrangements, over 
and below ground—the great masses of people passing 
through hundreds of miles of streets—the wonderful 
police arrangements, and the courteous genial care of 
the people by the police, the sanitary arrangements for 
the seven millions of souls composing London, the 
great historic buildings, the wonderful stores with 
their hundreds of millions’ worth of stocks, all combine 
to make London the greatest capital and city of the 
world. Britons should be very proud of their great

1 have visited New York, Washington, London, 
Paris and Rome, and in my humble opinion London 
greatly exceeds any other city. The British is indeed 
a great nation, and one sees this very plainly after a 
visit to France and Italy. Britons in Great Britain are 
living in a Paradise to-day as compared to France or 
Italy. If English labour had to endure half the incon

venience and poverty abounding in 
France and Italy, it would be abundantly 
justified in turning things upside down. 
In France food is almost twice as dear 
and progress very slow, conditions are 
fifty years behind England, and Italy is 
fifty years behind France. In some parts 
of France conditions are about the same 
as they were in Napoleon’s day. Parts of 
Italy are just as far behind England as 
the Treaty Shore is behind St. John’s. 
The French will have to gather greater 
energy and vim if they are to keep pace 
with their British neighbours. They pos
sess a splendid country, the soil is rich 
and well cultivated. The French farmers 
are industrious and economical, and are 
devoted to the land and love their coun
try. They are genial and light-hearted 
but love to be free and untrammelled. 
The roads of France are well kept and 
both sides are planted with trees, which 
looks grand as one travels along miles in 
a straight line. They adore Marshal 
Foch, and are proud of their Prime Min
ister, who they acclaim as the Saviour of

In France the farmers live in villages. 
There are very few houses erected on the 
farm land as in England. The land is not 
fenced, stones mark the divisions of the 
land. For miles clear fields are observ

able without fences or trees—then one comes upon the vil
lage with the houses, barns and yards, surrounded by high 
stone walls. In England things are reversed. Trees and 
hedges separate each farm or division of land, upon which 
the farm house and barns are erected. The English roads 
are lined with trees and hedges. The English country is 
beautiful while the French is grand. The roads in England 
are the best in the world, but the French roads are very 
good. The French railroads are very good, but not equal 
to the railroads in England. The sleeping cars between 
Paris and Rome far exceed those in use in America, but 
in France sleeping apartments by train are very meagre, 
about one in five requiring such, obtain them under 
present circumstances.

Thousands of demobilized French soldiers lie 
around the cities and towns unemployed.

We landed at Boulogne, which is a port made out 
of the sandy mouth of a river, the entrance is not more

_
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than 70 feet wide, and the approach being sand banks 
extremely shoal. We remained a day at Boulogne, in 
order to visit the grave of Cpl. W. C. Christian—my 
nephew—who died October 26th. last, at the British 
hospital, about a mile north of Boulogne. We found 
his grave with but little trouble. Nine other Newfound
land soldiers are buried at this British cemetery. There 
are about six or seven hundred graves of British soldiers 
in this cemetery,the graves were then being properly laid 
out, roads built and trees planted. A large British hos
pital adjoined the cemetery, from whence came the 
bodies of those poor heroes who had crossed to France 
to do their bit for liberty and Britain. It is sad to 
think of so many brave lads dying so far away from 
loved ones, filling soldiers’ graves, marked by wooden 
crosses, bearing the names of the heroes, their regiment 
and day of burial. They rest in French soil, and before 
n year passes none but their mothers and perhaps 
fathers will remember that they ever lived.

Willie Christian was a splendid boy and was less 
than nineteen years old when laid in a 
soldier’s grave. He was an only son, and 
enlisted before he was 16 years of age.
It seemed hard to leave his body in this 
foreign land, where no loving hands could 
plant flowers in loving remembrance. This 
boy was as dear to me as any one creature 
was to another, and when he wished me 
good-bye at St. John's in January. 1918, 1 
felt I would never see him again alive.
To bend over his grave in far away, cold, 
indifferent France, was no easy trial, but 
how many poor mothers and other loved 
ones have passed through similar afflic
tion and bereavement, because of the in 
sane thirst of an intoxicated nation of 
maniacs, for that which belonged to 
others. Some want us to forgive Ger
mans this stupendous crime, but those t 
least who have passed the countless my
riads of wooden crosses, which mark the 
graves of British and French heroes, will 
surelv never forgive nor forget.

I often wondered if France is grateful 
to Britain for the tremendous sacrifice in 
blood and money made to save her from 
political destruction. I cannot say that 
believe the sacrifice is appreciated. At 
any rate, so far, there is very little to in
dicate that the French nation has realized 
that she owes her safety and freedom to Britain. The 
bodies of one thousand two hundred of Terra Nova's 
primest manhood rest in France, who died for the 
freedom of France, and a million more of such British 
manhood laid down their young lives that France and 
the world should triumph over brutality and hunnish 
serfdom—yet this staggering sacrifice is the one matter 
that so far seems to be unappreciated in dealing with 
the world affairs.

Again who remembers the stupendous money sacri
fice made by Britain to save Europe from serfdom, a 
sacrifice that will prove almost a crushing burden for 
Britons for the next thirty years or more. Let the 
Germans suffer, they will never endure the quarter of 
the punishment their deeds entail.

Pass through bleeding France, laid prostrate, see 
thousands of once flourishing, happy villages and towns 
rized to the ground, with hardly a stone wall a foot 
over ground remaining, behold for hundreds of miles

the crosses over millions of spots, under which lie the 
bones and decaying garments of three millions of the 
primest and noblwst manhood that God’s pure sun
shine ever embraced. I saw in those three days’ 
journey through the valleys of death, enough to steel 
my heart against ever believing that Prussians are 
human. While I live the sight of that huge battlefield, 
with its miles of white wooden crosses, its thousands of 
miles of trenches and barbed wire, and its thousands of 
obliterated towns and villages, will never be erased 
from my mind. The field of Beaumont Hamel will 
always be before my view, and the forms of our 750 
boys who, with the other two thousand British heroes, 
fell on that field of sacrifice on July 1st., 1916.

While I live I will ever oppose the dispatch of 
another son of Newfoundland to fight and die on 
foreign soil. I have seen enough of this curse of war 
during my visit to Europe to cause my blood to run 
cold, and to curse the day that gave birth to the insane 
son of the German Emperor Frederick.

Some believe that this war has assas
sinated religion. I have taken some 
trouble to ascertain results re religion 
from the war point of view. I find a gen
eral opinion backing up man's firm belief 
in religion and another world, for all I 
have enquired from, affirm that when the 
moment arrived to go over the parapet, 
the few silent moments were occupied in 
prayer to his Creator, asking forgiveness 
for the past, and eternal rest if death was 
his portion that day, then a few thoughts 
of loved ones at home, and on to duty. 
What an awful moment in the life of each 
soul going forward, each expected to face 
that long eternity whence so many sol
diers had gone—gone with a prayer upon 
their lips—a supplication for forgiveness 
and eternal rest. Who can describe the 
anguish of the wounded dying soldier, as 
he lav in a shell hole or exposed in No 
Man’s Land, with the shadow of death 
surrounding him. Yet some would have 
us believe that religion was scorned by 
those brave men. Let the loved ones of 
•hose «’ho fell, never to rise again, during 
those four years of war, be comforted by 
the thought that their departed loved ones 
faced eternity with a praver upon their 
lips. Those who came out of the shadow of 

death will never forget those awful moments, and the 
supplication that poured forth from a contrite heart as 
the order to be ready to advance was heard on that ever 
to be remembered morn. How many of us who were 
not among them can understand what such an experi
ence meant. Was there ever such love as this, that a 
man gives up his life for his friends. We can never 
repay such sacrifices. Those who have returned from 
the valley of the shadow of death are entitled to our 
everlasting gratitude, and the best treatment in our 
power to bestow, while the memory of those who never 
returned should be revered and remembered, not in 
exhibitions of idle sport and indulgence, but in humility 
and mourning and in deeds of love and benevolence. 
May a better world ensue from this awful suffering 
inflicted on humanity, and may men unite everywhere 
to extend the true hand of fellowship, and help each 
other over the slippery places of life,bringing happiness 
and contentment to all, and making life worth living

QUEEN ALEXANRDRA
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for, then the world for all would indeed be what the 
Almighty Creator intended it to be—the loveliest por
tion of the universe appropriate for preparing for that 
more perfect life above the pure blue skies.

We spent a week in France and crossed over to 
Italy. The journey from Paris to Rome occupied fifty 
hours, including the stop at Mentone, on the border, 
where three hours were taken to examine luggage and 
passports. It was a mighty hard job to get into France 
from England, but harder still to get out of France 
either to Italy or England. It took us quite a time 
throughout the journey in visiting passport offices to 
have our passes vised.

We saw France and Italy at a time when one could 
plainly see the sores and bleedings of the great war.
The battle front was as 
near to its original con
dition under war as was 
possible, with this ad
vantage, that one could 
roam about without 
dread of bullets or 
shells. Millions will in 
the coming years in
spect the scenes we sur
veyed, but the wire en
tanglements, dugouts, 
trenches and war ma
terials, will be a thing 
of the past. France 
will have to carry her 
tremendous war burden 
for the next fifty years, 
but the triumph over 
the Hun, and the restor
ation of the two lost 
provinces, with a buffer 
state on the Rhine, will 
soften the burdens that 
Frenchmen for two 
generations must carry.

In Britain taxation 
will for many years be 
almost unbearable. A 
forty billion dollar debt 
is some load for 48 mil
lions of people to carry.
Never in our day will 
goods or food be as 
cheap as in pre-war 
days. Every living per
son will for a score or 
more years have to pay
• considerable portion S|R DOUGLAS HAIG
of the cost of this great
war, while future generations will be paying its proportion 
100 years hence.

In England, France and Italy labor unrest is en
countered everywhere. The masses are intent upon 
changing the old order and introducing reforms, but 
changes will come whether for good or ill. In England 
a few irresponsibles advocate extremes, but if the 
masses will be advised by such men as Lloyd George,
Barnes, Thomas and Adamson, the principles of evolu
tion will triumph. Many workingmen are in a state of 
mind that if not controlled will prove a menace to 
progress and prosperity, but 1 am satisfied that the 
great majority are working along safe lines and will 
eventually secure great reforms that will place Britain 
in the forefront of social regeneration and lead the

world along safe lines, ensuring the complete balance 
between capital and labour, and enabling all who will 
to partake of the newer and better life, born of the 
sufferings and sacrifices of the past five years. There 
will be great unrest in all democratic countries for 
many months, but Britons will not overstep the bounds 
of reason in the onward march of uplifting the masses, 
and making Britain a better and happier nation.

In Italy the signs of unrest are plainly visible. The 
people are not energetic or industrious as a whole. 
Women are the hardest workers, and endure more than 
their share of the daily toil. The sunny climate permits 
indolence and carelessness. Very little will suffice to 
keep body and soul together. The climate is responsible 
tor those conditions. Morals are extremely lax, sani

tation is disgraceful, 
but the clear blue skies 
protect the populace 
from death dealing 
germs. If like condi
tions prevailed in Eng
land or America, 
plagues would be the 
order of the day. Italy 
will not make much 
progress in industrial 
activities, or become a 
greater nation, unless 
new blood and new 
ideas are introduced. 
France is a long way 
ahead of Italy in pro
gress. The Balkans arc 
still far behind Italy, 
the sorest spots in 
Europe are in territory 
over which the Turks 
held sway. It will take 
a century of fair pro
gress to place the Bal
kan nations on a level 
with France of to-day.

The population of 
Italy is rapidly multi 
plying, children thrive 
in that sunny climate 
with little attention. 
Families are seldom 
less than 10, and many 
exceed 15. 1 saw scores 
of begging men and 
women asleep along the 
street, and no one no
ticed or cared. An 
American or English 

American or English woman would never care to visit 
Italy the second time. The sun is bright and warm even 
in Winter, for in February the trees in Naples were 
breaking with ripe oranges and lemons. Yet glance at 
the Appenines above and more snow can be seen than 
I ever saw in Newfoundland. In France also the Alps 
are white, and where the railroad grade begins to rise, 
one soon passes into villages that are as wintery as 
White Bay in February.

Italy and France are agricultural countries first, 
industrial activities are secondary. In England indus
tries flourish and control, agriculture is a side line.

In Italy some of the business men are capable and 
ambitious, but the country is badly governed, and much 
can be attained even if contrary to the law, if a cash
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payment is made large enough. I wish Italy well. She 
could become a very great nation, but I have no thought 
of such materializing, unless something produces great
er ambition, activity and energy amongst a large por
tion of the inhabitants.

The Italians display the same weakness as the French 
even greater proportions. 1 fear there is little hope of 
improvement in that direction. Italian hearts with pride 
are still hankering after republican changes. Many of 
them are unstable and ungrateful, and are in no mood to 
bestow thanks or appreciation upon their King, Govern
ment or Britain for saving Italy from German and Aus
trian vassalage. Many of them desire a republican form 
of government, with a constitution based on American 
principles, but I doubt very much whether such a change 
will produce politicians and statesmen that will in any wav 
be an improvement upon those now in the forefront of

given to or welcome afforded the appearance of the King 
of a victorious nation; no cheers were given, but a few 
clapped their hands as a token of respect.

In London the appearance of the King, Queen, Queen 
Mother, Prince of Wales, Duke of Connaught and Mr. 
Lloyd George, on a similar mission before Buckingham 
Palace, under similar circumstances, would be received 
xx ith thunderous and continuous cheers, which would have 
been warmly supported by the soldiers being reviewed. 
Yet the English are phlegmatic, stable and undemonstra
tive, while the Italians are very excitable. This incident 
was an eye-opener to Anglo-Saxons ,of whom many were 
present. The Italian troops which marched before the 
King that day, March 6th, were untidy and vimless, they 
appeared inferior in style, physic and training to the Brit
ish and American soldiers, so numerous in the streets of

A. BONAR LAW THE KING OF BELGIUM

Italian life. What is wanted is not changes in the con
stitution, but in the character of the populace, for the 
great need of Italy is stability of character in the people, 
and honesty in its public men.

With Capt. Lewis and C. Bryant I attended a review 
of victorious troops, numbering about five thousand, which 
just arrived from the Italian front. The review took place 
in front of the Quirinal—the King’s Palace a half holi
day was proclaimed. The day was beautiful and warm, 
and thousands gathered in the square before the palace: 
we were one hundred feet or less from the balcony of the 
nalace where the King and Queen, the Queen Dowager, 
the King’s uncle and Crown Prince, with Prime Minister 
Orlando, reviewed the troops as they passed by. When 
the first soldiers arrived the King and his suite appeared 
on the balcony. The troops were fairly well received by 
the crowd, but I was astonished to find very little attention

London, Paris, Rome and other European cities. The 
Italians marched without spring or uniformity, and often 
did not keep step. I was greatly disappointed, for I saw 
more of the true soldier bearing and style in our outport 
boys, after three days drilling, while training at St. John’s, 
then I saw in the soldiers at the Quirinal, after three years 
of warfare, opposing the Austrians on the Italian frontier.

The fault lay with the higher command, who appar
ently cared little about the appearances and training of 
the common soldiers. Some of the troops were well built 
chaps, but the majority were very inferior to the British 
and American Tommies. The Italian officer is gaudy, 
dressed expensively, with a rich gray-blue cloak reaching 
almost to his knees, and an over-display of gilt braid and 
red velvet. His long sword is often an expensive toy, 
with ivory and often mosaic figured handles, the bearer 
of which often refuses to spurn the paint and powder so
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profusely used by the Italian women. Some of the of
ficers are excellent men, the pity is that the excellent chaps 
ire not permitted to generally impress their virtues upon 
the many. The Italian soldier can be as easily trained as 
an American, the question is ‘Why is he not?”

As for France, what she requires most in her char
acter, is stability. The French are a genial, pleasure 
seeking people, who refuse to take life’s struggles 
seriously. They must have their pleasures, their wine 
and their leisure hours. To see the sidewalks of Paris 
turned into beer gardens, where under canvas awning 
the crowds sit around tables smoking, drinking and 
gambling, women as well as men, to hear the chit chat 
and laughter of the multitude, which forgets all else 
but the pleasures of Paris, is to realize the difference 
between the English and French characters.

England is within sight of 
France, yet the traits of char
acter as as different as those 
between the Canadians and 
Mexican. The hope of France 
is her army of agricultural
ists. They are economical 
and industrious, the city folk 
are just the opposite, their 
vish is to get all possible 
pleasure out of life, re
gardless of who is to pay for 
it. Would to God the 
French had more of the stab
ility of the English, more of 
their phlegmatic sternness 
and modesty, had they such, 
the horrors of the ten years 
revolution, 1789-1799, would 
not have occurred, and 
France might have become 
great and free without letting 
loose the floods of blood, the 
volume of which makes one 
shudder. As one surveys the 
places, streets and scenes of 
that terrific conflict between 
brother and brother he stops 
to think of those days of 1795 
to 1799. I do not condemn 
the longing of the French to 
be free in 1789, or their de
sire to curtail the power, 
pride and extravagance of 
the King, but had they at that 
time possessed the stability 
of the English character, they 
would have established a con
stitutional monarchy equally as free as the British, and 
prevented the reign of terror which stripped poor France 
of its brightest and best citizens, and the slaughter 
of two million men. No nation since or before 
endured vhat poor France endured during those 
awful ten years from 1789 to 1799. Russia is following 
in the exact steps of the terrorists during the French 
Revolution, but few believe that the world will permit 
the maniacs in Russia to prolong the reign of terror 
many more months. The French revolution was inevit
able, reforms had become necessary and the time had 
-arrived, for Louis XVI. was just the right sort of a King 
to grant reforms that the people long sought. He was 
a good King, he reaped what his grandfather and 
father sowed. Louis XIV was the most absolute of all 
French Kings. He erected those magnificent and

enormous palaces at Versailles, and spent millions on 
laying out its parks and gardens, making Versailles 
the greatest Royal Palace in the world, and its miles of 
parks and gardens the grandest sight on earth. Ver
sailles was built from taxes filtered from the miseries 
and agonies of a half-starved nation. Millions were 
starving in France during the period Louis XIV was 
erecting this greatest palace on earth. When the pop
ulation of Paris beheld the glories of the King's palace 
at Versailles, its huge extravagance, its army of flatter
ers and courtiers, its immorality and wickedness, 
coupled with the shameless audacity of the women 
favourites of the grandfather and father of the 
respectable Louis XVI., their blood boiled with indig
nation, but under the absolute, inhuman, and clever 
tyrants they were compelled to hide their feelings, and 

pay the utmost farthing of 
taxation. The sun shone 
clear and full under the mild 
and human grandson of the 
great Louis XIV, and the pent 
up feelings of indignation 
and hatred engendered in the 
French blood during the pre
ceding century, were let 
loose, and the result was a 
reign of terror such as the 
world never experienced be
fore or since until the Huns 
were let loose in 1914.

Had Frenchmen attempted 
to adjust their grievances as 
Britain is now adjusting its 
labour and capital differ
ences, the history of the past 
130 years might have been 
written in very different 
strain and the world might 
have been much further ad
vanced in principles of equal
ity and fraternity.

The French, under Na
poleon, were masters of 
Europe. Had the nation pos
sessed more stability, and cut 
out its fatal fickleness and 
ever changeable propensities, 
bv controlling its great war
rior and keeping him within 
reasonable bounds, France 
might have continued the 
ruling of Europe, and Na-

ADMIRAL BEATTY f"!?0"’’ d;sce"dan,s ""S'1;
still be the Emperors of 

France. Had Napoleon’s ambition been controlled by the 
representatives of of the people, as would have happened 
if the French character possessed the English characteristic 
of stability, France would have arisen from the Revolu
tion as the greatest nation in Europe. The ten years 
struggle of the French against despotism and absolute 
monarchism, which the revolution had succeeded in
accomplishing up to the time Napoleon appeared as 
First Consul, although bloody had given the French
freedom and made the people masters. Yet, after a
struggle which cost the lives of a million French, the 
people permitted Napoleon to destroy representative 
Government by a stroke of his pen without protest or 
murmur, and what is still more incomprehensible five 
years after permitted Napoleon to be crowned absolute 
Emperor of the French, undoing by one act the whole
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accomplishments of a revolution, which surpassed in 
terror and bloodshed every revolution before or since.

This lack of stability in the French character 
became a menace in the last six weeks of 1917, when th' 
body of French soldiers lost their morale and caused the 
British High Command extreme uneasiness. From 
conversations with British officers in France during my 
visit I learnt that had the Germans started an offensive 
late in November 1917, the result would probably be 
offers of peace by the French, as the common soldier 
had become war weary, and gave up all hope for an 
Allied triumph. A new spirit now pervades French 
thought and action, which all lovers of France hope 
fervently will forever prevail. They love liberty and 
let us hope that in future they will know how to cherish 
and maintain it, by obliterating tendencies to fickleness 
and imbibing some portion of the great Britsh charac
teristics of stability and perseverance.

The great resting place of Napoleon is indeed 
worthy of the glorious deeds of this great warrior. 
The French Government erected a chapel at the 
"Invincibles,” where the remains of their great hero 
may rest amid the grandeur and dignity the French 
nation well knew how to establish. The 
chapel is large, and beautifully furnish
ed. and the tomb is in the nave about 
ten feet below the main floor, and is ap
proached by stairs. The opening is rail
ed by lights, which are always burning.
Only one hundred years ago the French 
people transported the great Napoleon 
to St. Elba, refusing to recognize his 
rule any longer. He afterwards brought 
even greater trouble upon them by de
serting his little island kingdom and 
raising the banner of defiance and de
feat at Waterloo. Yet his deeds of glory 
live, and all Frenchmen regard their 
hero as the greatest soldier the world 
ever produced, hence his remains will 
forever lie in state, to be honoured by 
all who visit Paris.

I met Lieut.-Col. Franklin at the Mili
tary Hospital at Shepherd’s Bush, Lon
don. I was indeed pleased to see him 
after four years. He looked the same 
as ever in the face, but his right leg was 
useless, and he crippled along with the aid of two sticks. 
He was delighted to see me and talked of poor old Terra 
Nova. He is indeed an ideal British soldier. 1 succeeded in 
getting him to tell me something of his experences in 
the field. He spoke proudly of the Newfoundland 
Regiment. He said the Newfoundland Regiment were 
the best troops on Salisbury Plains, he thought it hard 
not to lead them in the battlefield. I gathered from 
him by close questioning a little of the harsh, un
reasonable if not ungrateful manner in which he had 
been treated by Governor Davidson and the Newfound
land Government under Sir E. P. Morris. Poor Franklin 
is one of the best men I ever met. If there is one man 
more than another who in the early days of the infant 
F. P. U. gave it encouragement, it was W. H. Franklin. 
When the war came he was the first to approach the 
Governor about sending help to Britain and at once 
offered to enlist in the Newfoundland Regiment and 
started to train the first five hundred. He was a born 
soldier and his connection with the C. L. B. gave him 
some training and experience in handling men. He 
was considered too strict and too much of a disciplin

arian for some who rushed at the beginning to become 
officers and he knew his job too well, and was too much 
a master of it to allow Governor Davidson, who had no 
training as a soldier, to boss him about, and he 
eventually encountered the enmity of Governor 
Davidson, and eventually that of Sir E. P. Morris. 
The long and short of it was they made uo
their minds that Major Franklin was not to remain 
with the Regiment, but they lacked the courage to so 
inform him first or last. He was transferred to a 
British Regiment, and took the rank of Captain, hut 
did not first or last give up his connection with the 
Newfoundland Regiment, and at present wears the 
caribou badge on his uniform. He rose in the British 
regiment from Captain to Lieut.-Colonel, and was 
severely wounded on the 1st. of July, 1916, in the drive 
that cost Newfoundland so many lives. He was on that 
day only two or three miles from Beaumont Hamel, ano 
was Lieut.-Colonel of his regiment, which he led into 
action and obtained his objective, having driven out the 
Germans from their third line of trenches. He started 
with 850 men that morning, and when they drove out 
the last German from their third line of trenches, had 

but twenty-five of his regiment alive, 
the other eight hundred and odd had 
fallen. He was wounded in the back in 
nine places early in the attack, but the 
wounds being chiefly flesh wounds and 
he being strong and healthy, went on 
leading his regiment. He was wounded 
in the leg by a shell when retreating, as 
he was ordered to retreat to his own 
trenches in the original line of defence, 
as on each side he was unsupported.

He was a mile ahead of the British 
line, and his action covered one mile 
front and therefore held one mile front
age of German trenches, was unsup
ported on each side ar’d consequently 
v as ordered to withdraw. On returning 
he was wounded by a shell, then by ma
chine gunshot three times in the same 
portion of the right leg, just above the 
knee. The most of the knee bone and 
leg bone above the knee was shot away. 
He lay in No Man’s Land about two 
hundred yards from his own trenches 

and when found had to be dragged that two hundred 
yards, owing to enemy activity no facilities could be 
sent to aid him. When he reached the British line he 
was a wreck, having suffered excruciating pain through 
having to be dragged to the line, and blood poison had 
set in. He was recommended by his com
manding officer for the V. C. on that occasion, but the 
higher command recommended the D. S. O. He was 
recommended prior to July 1st. action for promotion to 
the rank of General, which would have followed about 
July 15th. had he not been put out of action on the 1st. 
for the remainder of the war. Lieut. Col. Franklin was 
the second to raid German trenches, the first raid was 
organized by the Canadians. In that raid Lieut. Col. 
Franklin led 40 of his men, reached the German trench- 
ess, surprised the occupants and killed 56, and lost but 
one man. Most of the Lieut.-Colonels commanding 
battalions sent their men forward under captains, but 
brave Franklin would not allow his boys to go unless 
ltd by himself, and the result is he is crippled for life, 
and endured months of torture, having lain on his back 
in hospital for eighteen months, with a weight attached

LIEUT.-COL. FRANKLIN
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:o his foot, unable to move. Had he remained behind 
he would have become a General and might have 
attained to great honour and glory. He is now under
going another operation, as septic poison is still doing 
its worst, and it is probable the leg will be amputated 
from the hip joint. He still suffers intense pain ai 
intervals.

Lieut. Col. Franklin has sacrificed more on account 
of the war than any other man of his standing in the 
country— hisfinancial position was entirely sacrificed 
by entering the war and even if he recovers from the 
present operation, he will be a physical wreck. His 
courage is equal to any demands, and all will be glad 
to learn of the success of the present operation, and be 
pleased to hear of his srevices and sacrifices being 
appreciated by an appointment to some suitable 
position. He will not be able to return to Newfound
land even if he recovers from the wounds 
under treatment, as medical advisers say 
he must live in a warm climate.
He learned of our departure from Lon
don by the Liverpool Express and sur
prised us by appearing at the station, 
leaning on two sticks, just a minute be
fore the train started; we bid him adieu, 
and as 1 passed out of Euston station, I 
v ondered when I would see him again.
He is in the prime of life (46), yet how 
different his case is from many along 
Water Street, whose duty beckoned to the 
shore of France, but beckoned in vain.
He is the only Lieutenant-Colonel in the 
Newfoundland Regiment that received his 
promotion on the field of battle, on merit.
Newfoundland will never be able to re
pay him for what he has endured on be
half of Empire and Liberty. I received a 
very touching letter from him while at 
Liverpool, in which he explained the deep 
pleasure my visit afforded him.

A word or two of my impressions of 
Rome. In company with Capt. Lewis and 
C. Bryant I arrived at Rome Sunday 
evening, the 2nd of March, secured rooms 
at the Continental. Owing to large num
bers of American soldiers visiting Rome 
before returning to America, hotel ac
commodation was hard to secure.

On Monday I visited the British Am
bassador, Right Hon. Sir Charles Rodd. 
whom I found very agreeeable and 
interesting, and our interview occupied an hour. He 
arranged that I should meet Commander Capet Cure, 
the Commercial Attache of the Embassy, at 6 p.m. and 
take up the matter of the Consorzio with him, which I 
did, spending over an hour with Capet Cure, and he 
arranged luncheon for next day with the Deputy Min
ister of the Food Control Dept, to discuss the situation. 
At the luncheon next day the Italian Secretary agreed 
to send to Genoa for the President of the Consorizo to 
meet me at Rome. The Secretary could not speak 
English, but understood it very well. The luncheon 
occupied two hours, and the British Secretary, Com
mander Capet Cure, had to interpret my replies. He 
knew of the F. P. U. movement, and asked several 
questions about it. Capet Cure informed me that this 
official is about the cleverest in the service of the Italian 
State in Rome. We made fairly good progress, and 
the British Secretary proved an able exponent of the

teen killed;

KING VICTOR OF ITALY

Newfoundland position.
Capt. Lewis, C. Bryant and myself attended by a 

guide, who spoke English well, started in on Monday 
to see the grand historic sights of old Rome. St. 
Peter’s Cathedral easily comes first, words cannot 
describe its grandeur, extent, or its effect upon the 
visitor. We were admitted to the top of the edifice, 
where we had a splendid view of Rome, and ascended 
the balcony of the dome inside, where we had a 
grand viéw of the whole interior, as well as the 
grandeur of the mosaic work of the dome. There is 
nothing in London to compare with St. Peter’s in 
grandeur and dignity. It is unlike any other church 
cr cathedral. We were shown all the interesting 
portions of the grand edifice—St. Peter’s grave, 
which is situated where he was supposed to have 

the Popes altar and chair of state 
used when in attendance at St. Peter’s, 
which is very rare; the vestments 
and all valuable gifts to the church and 
the graves of several of the Popes, in
cluding Pope Leo. Hundreds of visitors 
were being shown around when we were 
passing. It was a great consolation to 
Capt. Lewis to be in a position to pray at 
St. Peter’s grave and the Pope's altar. 
The whole of the interior is faced with 
mosaic description of biblical and other 
great events in the history of the church, 
some 28,000 shades in colouring being 
used. The great works of Michael Angelo 
and Raphael are predominant. The statues 
cut by the hands of Michael Angelo arc 
seen throughout the edifice and every- 
v here in the Vatican museum. The 
Church of Rome has indeed a treasure in 
St. Peter’s that surpasses anything in re
ligion seen in Europe. Millions of dol
lars must have been spent on its decora
tions, and the greatest brains of many 
centuries must have performed abundant 
labours to place before the world a shrine 
to the honour and memory of Christ and 
St. Peter that has no equal. One could 
soend a week examining the grandeur of 
St. Peter's and not cover quarter of the 
ground. The collection of art at 
the Vatican is equally valuable and 
interesting. Here can be seen in 
the Pope's museum the best in Roman 
and Greek art, covering a period of 

2,500 years. The paintings are magnificent and it 
would fill books to describe them. The ceilings are 
even more valuable and grand than the walls. We 
were shown the Pope's private reception room, and 
the old State Chambers, used when the Pope was a 
temporal ruler as well as spiritual. Those chambers 
are now open to the public view. Much of the Vati
can palaces are shown to visitors. The Swiss guards 
of the Pope protect every portion of the Palace, they 
are a fine looking body of men, splendidly and 
attractively attired and very genial.

We visited several of the famous churches and 
cathedrals. St. Paul’s is almost as grand and valuable 
às St. Peter's. Here we saw St. Paul's grave, situ
ated on the spot where he was killed. The edifice is 
indeed worthy of the great Apostle's resting place. 
Here there is a painting in mosaic of every Pope 
from St. Peter to Benedict. I think there are about
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268 of these pictures ranging around the building 
just above the pillars. We saw portions of the true 
cross of Christ, two thorns from the Crown of 
Thorns. Those are to be seen at the Church of the 
Holy Cross, and a beautiful but simple ceremony is 
performed by the Priest and visitors, before the 
aperture is opened to view which contains these 
holy relics.

The stairs supposed to be those in Pilate’s 
palace at the time of our Saviour’s passion, is seen 
at the Church of ihe Holy of Holies, twenty-eight 
steps about seven feet wide, of oak wood. Christ is 
supposed to have ascended and descended those steps 
at the time of his passion. The stairs were brought 
to Rome by Empress Helena and the church was 
erected as a fit resting place for such a treasure.

The Vatican Palace was for centuries 
the Court of the Temporal Ruler of 
Rome as well as the Spiritual. The 
Chambers once used by the Popes as 
temporal rulers, where State receptions 
were held; and Ambassadors from all 
nations received, which were once 
crowded with brilliant courtiers and 
princes, are now silent, but open to 
visitors. In the Vatican is the chapel 
where the Popes are elected. We were 
shown through this historic spot. For 
centuries, the Cardinals on the death of 
a Pope, assemble here and are locked in, 
until the selection of the dead Pope's 
successor is announced. No one can 
enter or leave during the election of a 
Pope. The balloting must go on until 
one of the candidates nominated re
ceives the necessary number of votes 
for election. Each ballot is destroyed 
at a furnace adjoining the chapel. The 
crowds outside know by the colour of 
the smoke issuing from the chapel chim
ney v hether the ballot last taken result
ed in an election or not. Straw is burnt 
with the successful ballot and a dark 
smoke in larger volumes ascend, when 
the populace know an election has re
sulted.

This chapel is indeed an interesting 
place, the walls and roof are covered 
with original paintings, that must have 
taken vears to accomplish, the altar end 
is entirely covered by one painting—
"The Last Judgment"—by Michael
Angelo. This is a world renowned paint
ing—the coming of the Saviour sur
rounded by the angels blowing trumpets, the dead 
arising from their graves, and the casting into hell of 
the wicked.

The museum of the Vatican contains life-size 
statues of all the great poets, writers, kings, etc., 
collected from Greece, Egypt, Pompeii, and works of 
the great Roman sculptors.

An historic building still intact is the church of 
St. John—the first cathedral and palace of the Popes, 
used before St. Peter’s and the present Vatican were 
built. The Pantheon of Agrippa, the Tomb of Em
peror Adrian, are colossal erections. The great Roman 
Forum, the spot where Mark Anthony stood when 
delivering Julius Caesar's funeral oration is pointed 
out. This historic place, where all the great Roman 
orators of ages past pleaded with the people on

great festivals and occasions, which often caused 
the multitude to undertake changes of great import
ance, is now in complete ruins, the material has mostly 
been used to construct other great modern buildings 
of Rome. In this Forum stands the arches erected by 
the Emperors Severus and Titus, which are fairly well 
preserved and intact; nearby are the ruins of Nero’s 
Palace. Not far away are the remains of the Palace 
of Caeser. The arch of Constantine is also fairly 
well preserved. Those have withstood the decay of 
many hundred years. The greater part of those re
mains have endured the period of the Christian era. 
The greatest of the remains of Old Rome are those 
of the Colosseum, which took twelve years to build, 
and for which purpose 12,000 Jewish slaves were 
brought from Palestine about the beginning of the 

Christian era. This gigantic construc
tion has already provided building ma
terial for a dozen churches at Rome. 
The construction is of enormous dimen
sions and could seat 40,000 persons. The 
seat used by the Emperor still remains 
intact, the underground cells, where wild 
animals were kept, are still intact, some 
portions of the walls to the full height of 
the structure remain intact. No mortar 
was used in' its construction, each tier of 
stone was fastened to the tier next belo v 
by iron fastenings. All the iron fasten 
ings have been cut out of the stones, 
throughout the whole structure, which 
conduct was a crime against the ages, 
and done to save the cost of obtaining 
iron by some ruler in the latter cen
turies . To me, the Forum, Colosseum 
and remains of the Palaces of the Em
perors, was a reminder of transactions 
in the early history of Rome, known to 
all who study history, and 1 greatly en
joyed the time we spent amongst them.

The city was paved with stone blocks 
even in the days of Julius Caeser. Those 
old stone-paved streets are still visible 
in some places. Portions of the Temple 
of Venus are still intact, those remains 
speak of the worship of the people be
fore there was a crucifixion. The Arch 
of Constantine is equal to the Arch of 
Triumoh at Paris, which commemorates 
the victories of Napoleon.

The old Appine Road and its entrance 
into Rome through the massive wal's 
and gates is still intact. The Catacombs, 
which extend for miles under ground, and 

contain thousands of graves, hewn out of the soft rock, 
where the Christians of the early days, before Constan
tine, were secretly buried, are perhaps the most inter
esting of the remains of old Rome. We spent a time 
inspecting those Catacoombs, entering at the Church of 
St. Sebastian and descending into the third corridors, 
about 100 feet below the surface. All the corridors are 
connected and narrow lanes lead hither and thither. 
Here and there a little chapel containing the grave of 
some saint or martyr, which served for places of wor
ship when Roman power recognized only the worship 
of the Temples, and the laws penalized with death all 
who believed in Jesus of Nazareth. We passed hundreds 
of graves, some containing remains of bodies in shape 
of sculls, legs, ribs, etc. Many of the graves have been 
opened to secure the remains of certain saints and

PREMIER LLOYD GEORGE
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martyrs and many vaults were inscribed with names of 
occupants, date of death and age, all cut in slabs or in 
the rock. The graves were formed by cutting out rock, 
and leaving partitions or shelves, generally in tiers of 
three. Each aperture would be sealed up with brick 
or a marble slab, and were of many sizes, for men, 
women and children. Babies were placed in small open
ings along the corridors. The bodies were placed in 
coffins hewn out of solid marble blocks, and the covers 
were of one slab. The roads or corridors extended in 
all directions, and were crooked and straight, wide 
enough to carry a corpse, and were about six feet in 
height. The passages leading to the lower corridors 
slope like stairs in a house. The only light was candles. 
The chapels contain stone altars and space for about 
twenty to twenty-five persons, standing or kneeling. 
Apparently many families owned a chapel, where they 
gathered for worship, and where their dead were placed 
in the apertures around the sides. The 
stone is of a soft composition and not 
difficult to excavate. The work of re
moving the material when excavating 
the corridors, chapels, apertures or 
graves, must have been considerable.
The floors of the Church of St. Sebastian 
were broken up, and men have been dig
ging for some time excavating the whole 
space, and laying bare stone coffins con
taining remains of prominent Christians.
They had also uncovered Pagan vaults 
under the floor of the church, which 
were open to our view. The Pagans 
practiced cremation, and placed the 
ashes of their dead in small receptacles, 
placed in holes hewn in the sides of a 
vault. They had family vaults or rooms 
under ground, where they deposited the 
ashes of their dead; but the surprising 
thing about those excavations at this 
church was that Pagans and Christians 
were buried in the space which the 
church covered. The Sebastian monks 
in charge told us that they had excavated 
seventy inscriptions referring to the 
work of St. Paul at Rome, and they now 
believed that St. Paul resided, while at 
Rome, in the vicinity of the church, 
where he would be near the Catacombs 
to administer the sacraments, and lead 
the Christian services of worship and

Another fine work is the monument to 
King Victor Emmanuel, which is in keeping with the best 
work of art in the great historic City of Rome. King Victor 
Emmanuel’s memory is dearly cherished and he is to the 
Italians what Napoleon is to the French.

Rome has a population of about 700,000, ^o it is 
about one-tenth the size of London, but it is a city that 
all who have read history long to visit. All who visit 
Rome will be well paid for the trouble and expense, for 
it brings one back to the days before Christ was born, 
and to the days of the Apostles, to behold the crumbling 
greatness of those far away days, and the almost un
believable perfection of art 1400 years before America 
was discovered. It would take a month to properly see 
all that Rome possesses of the great times of long ago.

We visited Pompeii. This city contained 28,000 
persons, or was about the size of St. John’s, and was 
destroyed bv an eruption of ashes and sulphur from 
Mount Summers—about half a mile east of Vesuvius,

79 years after Christ was born, or nearly 1900 years 
ago. The city is almost completely excavated. The 
streets are exactly as they were when the city was 
destroyed. The remains of the buildings that were not 
crushed are as they stood an hour after the eruption. 
The walls of public buildings, temples of Pagan wor
ship, private houses and business stores are in many 
instances just as built 2,500 years ago by the Colony of 
Greeks that went there to establish a settlement. The 
visitor sees before him a city just as it was 1900 years 
ago. Many of the buildings contain inscriptions cut in 
stone, giving the names of the owners. The manners, 
sports, styles, methods of worship, Government and 
administering law are all unfolded. It is indeed an 
extraordinary freak of Providence. That the city was 
wealthy, wicked and contained the latest in civilization 
at the period of destruction, is proved beyond doubt. 
We saw a house that was recently excavated, and in 

one room the remains of six bodies were 
found, those remains were left as found, 
and one can judge of the agony and tor
ment endured by the people during the 
short time the eruption took to engulf 
the city and all it contained. At' Naples 
a museum has been established contain
ing valuable works of art, furniture, 
utensils, etc., recovered from the ruins 
after being embedded in ashes and sul
phur for about 1800 years. The marble 
sculpture is indeed marvellous, the 
forms perfect, the work as complete as 
can be turned out by the best artist of 
our day.

The style of dress attracts one's at
tention, for the women dressed their hair 
exactly as the most fashionable ladies io 
at present, and the dresses similar to the 
latest styles of Paris, London and Rome. 
One would believe that mantle makers 
went to Pompeii to copy the styles of 
2000 years ago. The low bosom blous1-, 
the band on the hair, the short skirt, are 
exactly the same as the styles that ex
isted before Christ was born. Pompeii 
alone is worth the trouble and expersc 
of a 3500 mile trip, which is about the 
distance it is from the American coast 
line. The utensils shows that they had 
cooking utensils, lamps, scales, weights, 
currency, locks, hinges, cash chests, 
water supply by lead pipes to various 
centers of the city something like the old 

public hydrants. Each house contained a well, rooms for 
eating, sleeping, receptions and gardens enclosed in the 
center of the house, all were one flat, built of brick and 
marble, the partitions were all of brick, the walls all ce
mented and plastered, and hand painted. Some of the 
paintings described their methods of living, worship, 
sports, and even their vices and virtues, and are equal to 
most of the art paintings of to-day.

The public water fountains were cut out of granite 
or marble, and the people drank from the flow, their 
being no cups at the fountains. Where they rested 
their hands as they placed themselves into positions to 
drink, shows the enormous use made of them, for the 
stone where the hands rested, at all the fountains, is 
worn to a depth of several inches. To place one’s hand 
on the worn surface, which thousands of persons used 
2,000 years ago, and to find those stones exactly as they 
then were, is indeed soaring back to past ages.

GENERAL FOCH
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After a close inspection of Pompeii and observ
ations of the suburbs of Naples and rural sections of 
Italy I am convinced that in some respects the Italy of 
to-day has changed but little from the Pompeii of 2,000 
years ago. The whole history of Pompeii is written on 
its ruins, one need never search records in history to 
discover what conditions there were like 2,000 
years ago. It is about four miles from Mont Vesuvius. 
About ten years ago Vesuvius became active and erupt
ed Lava, destroying two or three towns nearby. The 
people have not been frightened by the past eruptions, 
from those mountains, for within a couple of miles 
villages exist as vigorous and contented as though 100 
miles from Vesuvius. Oranges, lemons and the choicest 
grapes are produced on the slopes of Vesuvius. Mighty 
masses of Lava are seen in all directions within a.radius 
of three to four miles of Vesuvius. Lava is simply 
liquid rock, and it runs down the mountain sides just 
as ice forms and increases, growing day by day as water 
pcezes from the ground or is supplied by rain or 
springs. The lava rolls over and over, 
tier on tier, as it passes it thickens and 
cools, and after a few days it is exactly 
like rock. It can easily be split and 
shaped, and is extremely hard and brit
tle. The streets of Naples and the towns 
in the suburbs are all pived with blocks 
of lava from the mountain sides of 
Vesuvius. These blocks are about four 
inches thick, and a foot square, and are 
good for about twenty years, as a city 
pavement.

We proceeded to the mountain by an 
electric car and a cog wheel conveyance, 
which runs cars up the steep incline.
About 500 yards from the top the cars 
stop and passengers proceed on foot, in 
the care of guides, along a footpath 
across the mountain slope, and reach the 
crater. The crater is about 500 yards in 
diameter, we approached close to the 
edge and could see into a portion of it.
Sulphur smoke was issuing and the wind 
blew portions of it into our faces. There 
were about a dozen onlookers in our 
company. A strong wind blew, the 
clouds then enveloped the moun
tain top, a hail storm broke over 
us, and the cold became intense, as none 
of us was heavily clad, for down in 
the valley, a mile below .the sun shone warmly, and 
oranges covered the trees. We remained only about 
five minutes at the crater, as the fumes of sulphur made 
all cough and sneeze, and there was nothing more to 
see. We could see fire through the white fumes, and 
we listened, at the guide's request, to hear the confusion 
within. We could hear heavy rumblings, resembling 
the noise caused by throwing in a weight of five tons, 
the noise was light first and then became heavy.

At the time of the eruption ten years ago, when the 
three villages nearby, were destroyed with a few hun
dreds of the inhabitants, Mount Vesuvius dropped 300 
feet—it was 3600 feet above sea level and fell to 3300, 
which is the present height.

We retraced our steps from the crater along the 
slope of the mountain, amidst the wind and hail, and 
soon reached the station where the cars connected, but 
all were suffering from intense cold.

I took a stone from the mouth of the crater, as a 
souvenir, and at the station we purchased some little

articles as souvenirs, took some imitation deadheads 
made from lava, the exact form of skulls, used by the 
privileged citizens at Pompeii when entering the for
um or theatre for tickets. When admitted free, they 
represented deadheads—hence the word deadhead for 
free messages and passes.

There were four Newfoundlanders in the party that 
looked into the crater of Vesuvius that day, Capt. John 
Lewis, C. Bryant, A. S. Bremmer and myself. We knew 
that it was not often that four natives of our little 
Island, so far away, looked down into Vesuvius at the 
same time, but we did not forget that for two hundred 
years our sailors had carried our salt dried cod to 
Naples, at the foot of Vesuvius. Every mariner who 
enters Naples Bay casts his eyes towards Vesuvius and 
many visit the famous mountain.

Naples is a city of one million inhabitants, and is 
built on a plateau, with a hill in the center. The city 
rests at the bottom of a 10 mile bay. It has arv artificial 
harbour, breastwork and breakwater protect it. It is 

not a large commercial port, Genoa be
ing the great seaport of Italy, but it is 
the largest city in Italy. It possesses 
two royal palaces -the residences of the 
former Bourbon Kings of Naples. Gen
eral Diaz, the Italian Commander-in- 
Chief, is a native of Naples. The resi
dents are very warmly attached to the 
city, and there is some ambition in keep
ing it the largest city in Italy. It con
sumes large quantities of codfish. Some 
of the fish merchants of Naples are 
wealthy and conduct a large fish busi
ness. I found them very friendly and 
interesting, and some of them with pro
gressive ideas. I carefully studied con
ditions relative to the fish business, and 
1 am exceedingly pleased with the know
ledge gathered by my visit. The man
ner in which the Newfoundland fish 
business with Italy has been conducted 
is anything but creditable to our export
ers' business methods. There must be 
changes, and if the trade won’t under
take to introduce those changes and pr >- 
tect the interest of Newfoundland, it will 
be the duty of the Legislature to
provide a remedy. Italy imported
770,000 quintals of fish in 1913,
420,000 in 1917 and in 1918, up

to November 20th, 460,000. In 1913 the Norwegian im
porta were 320,000; in 1917, 72,000; and 1918, 40,000. 
Great Britain sent to Italy 70,000 qtls. in 1913, 200,000 
in 1917, and 130,000 in 1918. The fish from Great Britain 
is the produce of Iceland, taken by British trawlers, 
found unsaleable for English markets, and prepared to 
compete with our Labrador fish. The Grimsby market 
also sends Iceland fish, half to three quarters dried, and 
considerable ling is sent from Grimsby to Italy. Re
cently 120,000 qtls of Iceland fish, of which half was 
cured by artificial heat, to compete with our dry shore, 
was received at Genoa. This fish was mostly purchased 
last season by the British Government for Italy, in 
order to prevent it falling in the hands of the Germans, 
but it has administered a severe blow to the interests 
of Newfoundland, and has apparently done so without 
regrets, and indifferent to the effect upon ihe New
foundland trade. This fish went into Italy for payment 
in bonds, which made the Newfoundland business look 
still worse. The Italian Government established a
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combine last September to handle all fish imports, and 
distribute the same through Italy. That com
bine has treated our fish exporters with con
tempt, paid what it choose for our fish, kept as much'as 
it wished laying around at its pleasure, and after 
months of ill usage demanded reductions for rejected 
fish. Some shippers have lost as much as $30,000 on 
first class cargoes, landed in splendid condition. The 
law provides that the combine is to continue until six 
months after peace is signed; in that case, it looks as 
if this year’s fish business with Italy will be transacted 
with the Consorzio or combine. Needless to say the 
Italian Government has been fooling the Italian people 
through the combine, for it was selling fish to wholesale 
dealers at a profit of ten dollars per quintal, who in 
turn were allowed to retail it at a profit of another ten 
dollars, so instead of protecting the consumer it was 
the means of taking ten dollars per 
quintal from them as a tax, and giving 
the retailers the chance to make another 
ten dollars per quintal profit. This is 
Italian politics, and the people grin and 
bear it. The “Trade Review” is in the 
offices of every fish buyer, and its prices 
are thrown into one’s face everywhere.
The article of the "News” re trade de
cisions last December was cabled to the 
Consorzio, apparently by agents, or the 
Italian Consul, and at once the Consor
zio refused to pay one cent more than 
those figures, even for fish that was 
freighted and insured at war rates.

The loss of the trade caused by the 
publication of that diabolical article has 
caused Newfoundland shippers a loss of 
six dollars per quintal on some 100,000 
quintals of fish. The editor of the 
"News,” who knew the seriousness of 
the situation, and whose reasons for pub
lishing were intended solely to injure, 
should be horse-whipped for the crime.
The Government should take action at 
once to protect public interests and cen
sor all references that would tend to 
cause us injury in the fish markets 
abroad. Some justification existed for 
protection towards the Italian importers, 
as in 1917, many were crippled by losses 
incurred by buying fish at St. John’s, 
which after being held for months at 
Gibraltar, reached Italy in bad condition, 
and the shippers here refused to recog
nize any responsibility or meet any 
claims, but protection against such would have been 
but reasonable, while the action of the Combine or the 
Italian Government, in taking fish at their own prices, 
paying for it when they felt inclined, and demanding 
reductions for fish they ill-treated after three months 
of exposure in that climate, is but the transactions of 
highway men. The Italian Government has done its 
best to prevent consumption of Newfoundland fish, 
because it objected to sending money out of Italy—as 
the condition of exchange had reached a deplorable 
position in Italy. The markets up to March 1st. were 
almost bare of fish, and what existed could have been 
disposed of in 24 hours, yet the Control refused to sup
ply the demands, and kept the dealers without fish 
during the whole season. The British authorities are 
well aware of every particular. I laid the facts in writ
ing before the British Ambassador at Rome, and the

representatives of the Italian Government met and 
discussed them. They admitted the facts so far as 
consumption was curtailed, and admitted the reasons, 
and promised to pay promptly for cargoes if guaran
teed against inferior fish. The matter is now a burning 
one for the Italian Combine and Government, and 
everything has been done to arouse the activity of the 
British authorities, in view of the consequences to us, 
which must ensue if the Combine in Italy is allowed 
to continue for another year, its unholy methods of 
strangling the industry of a British Dominion.

Capt. John Lewis was sent to Naples early in 
February and did useful work on behalf of the export
ers. The manner in which Newfoundland interests were 
being protected is a serious reflection upon the trade of 
Newfoundland. Their conduct demonstrated want of 
intelligence, and appears more like the transaction of 

insane than sane business men. If any 
of them were to conduct their New
foundland business interests as some of 
them conducted their interests in Italy, 
not only would they be denounced as 
lunatics, but their doors would very soon 
be closed. 1 venture to state that during 
the last fifty years Newfoundland inter
ests in Spain and Italy have been de
frauded of fifty million dollars. 1 defy 
anyone who knows the business to con
tradict this statement. Those abuses 
must be removed, the pigheads wh> 
stand in the way of establishing busi
ness upon latest business principles and 
protecting the trade as a whole, will 
have to be handled without gloves, and 
if necessary legislation must be passed 
to control and protect our foreign busi
ness. The methods of the past must be 
replaced by common sense rules and 
regulations, which will establish our re
putation for quality, and keep some of 
the pigheads in business from cutting off 
their nose to spite their face. The Gov
ernment must exert itself, and insist 
upon legislation that will develop our 
markets and secure honest values for an 
honest article. Iceland and Norwegian 
fish is driving us by leaps and bounds 
fiom the European markets. The qual
ity of Iceland fish has become a stand- 
and, and Norwegian stock fish is an ar
ticle they can be proud of anywhere, and 
our cure has gone from bad to worse ur. 
til it has come to a pass, where slop 

fish, purchased at $16.00 has been shipped to Italy at a 
cost of $12.00 per quintal freight and $5.00 per qtl. 
insurance and dumped into the ocean as unfit for the 
use of man or dogs. If Newfoundland imagines this 
can continue with impunity, she mistakes the intelli
gence and taste of European people, who are just 
beginning to realize that the best article is the 
cheapest.

All are to blame, fish buyers and fish sellers. I have 
seen this rejected fish in Italy, have seen the article sent 
from Iceland and Grimsby, and the stock fish of Nor
way. Not only is the quality sent to Italy often 
inferior, but Greece, Spain and Portugal have had 
ample cause to grumble. There must be a standard for 
export and at least a soft fish standard locally, there 
must be agents sent into ill markets and those matters 
cannot longer be delayed.

PRESIDENT POINCARE
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Too much notice hitherto has been attached to the 
kick of the exporter on the one hand and the fish curer 
on the other, resulting in a condition of affairs that 
strongly reflects on our honesty and intelligence abroad.
1 am prepared to shoulder my part of the responsibility 
for a forward march in respect to those evils, and those 
who endorse my position must come forward as patriots 
and work regardless of how extremists on each side 
will denounce us, for a work as great as any yet under
taken for the progress and uplifting of our Dominion, 
awaits to be undertaken and completed.

After a three hours’ conference with the Italian 
authorities at Rome, March 6th., which was held at one 
of the State buildings, attended by the Commercial 
Secretary of the British Embassy, the President of the 
Consorzio, the Permanent Under-Secretary of the De
partment of Food Control, and myself, 1 boarded the 
express, accompanied by Capt. Lewis and C. Bryant, 
and arrived at Genoa the next morning, having spent 
the night in a seat of an Italian railway coach.

We made good use of our time at Genoa and 
entrained for London, via Paris, LaHavre and South
ampton. At London 1 met Sir George 
Fiddes, the permanent head of the Col
onial Office, Lord Milner being at Paris.
I submitted a report of Italian condi
tions, and we discussed it. He submitted 
the matters involved to Lord Milner on 
his return from Paris a day or two later, 
and the British authorities are giving at
tention to the Italian situation.

It must be remembered that Italy is in 
a bad, very had financial position, owing 
450,000,000 pounds to England for 
goods sent Italy. Italy since it entered 
the war has been living on capital chief
ly loaned by Britain and America.
America will only advance loans to pur
chase American produce. Britain has 
had to bear the burden of Italian expen
diture. The Italians in business have 
accumulated great riches out of war ex
penditure, thousands of Italians who 
were penniless before the war are rich 
men to-day, yet they are not anxious to 
purchase Italian bonds, their local loans 
are anything but a success. In 
Italy now hundreds of thousands of 
soldiers are idle, hanging about the streets and public 
places. Unemployment is more general in Italy than in 
any other of the Allied countries, and she is in for a 
tight nip the next year or two. A general election 
takes place June 8th., when, according to the feelings 
I heard, the Orlando Ministry will be defeated. The 
chief cause of discontent against Orlando is the main- 
tainence of the numerous Food Controls, which all ex
pected would disappear as soon as armistice was signed. 
Food is dearer in Italy than in any other Allied country, 
black bread is the standard food, butter and sugar is 
unobtainable, fresh fish is a luxury only for the 
wealthy. A fresh mullett, weighing about 2/i lbs., cost 
us 24 francs on Ash Wednesday at a restaurant in 
Rome; 24 francs equal $5.00 of our money. Only the 
poor use Newfoundland salt codfish; it is sold by the 
retailers, watered, at about 45 cents per pound. One 
half of the Italians are very poor and live on very 
little. Dry black bread and a piece of fish is considered 
a noon-day meal for the working people, if they can 
add wine as a drink it is a good repast. Macaroni is the 
evening meal if procurable, and is to the Italian what

cheese and bacon is to the British, and beans are to the 
Newfoundland logger. Wine and coffee are the drinks 
of the Italians, they use no tea. Wine to the Italian and 
French is what beer is to the Britisher; the wine is 
cheap as it is a local product.

We lunched with Lord Morris at St. Stephen’s club, 
near Parliament Building. He is as energetic as ever, 
and kept up a very interesting chat about old times in 
Newfoundland. He expects to visit Newfoundland in 
1920, and will then probably explain in public his 
reasons for retiring from public life. Those who think 
they scored a point against him by personal attacks in 
the “News" and "Star" will likely feel small when 
Lord Morris pours in his twelve pounders in retort. 
He is as eager as ever to assist his native land in any 
possible way, but apparently intends to reside in 
England and is now a director in a large insurance 
company, with a big office at London, employing eight 
hundred officials, with the head office at Perth, where 
he goes monthly to attend meetings of the Directorate, 
and is also a director in the famous Handley-Page 
Airplane Company, which employs five thousand men 

at their works. He is now writing a book 
on the memories of his life and on 
"Newfoundland,” and has delivered 50 
lectures on Newfoundland by arrange
ment with the War Office. He was in 
Liverpool and the guest of the Mayor 
the day wè left by the "Digby." In
vitations had been sent out to the lead
ing citizens to meet Lord Morris and 
hear his address on "The needs of tho 
Empire.” He will also visit the British 
Army in Germany in April to deliver 
lectures dealing with the needs of the

I met him in the House of Lords the 
day he spoke there, and we had tea to
gether at the rooms in the Lords' depart
ment. He urged me to remain longer in 
London, as he wished me to meet some 
of the leading men I had not then met. 
From private enquiries I learn that Lord 
Morris possesses no wealth to any ex
tent, and has to earn his living by his 
exertions. 1 was told he receives 
£2000 as director from each of the com
panies he is connected with. He is 

highly esteemed by the British Government and work
ed in three constituencies for Mr. Lloyd George at the 
last election. Some of the most noted of England's 
great men are close friends of Lord Morris, he is not 
changed and is full of vigor. I would not be surprised 
to find him appointed as Governor of some portion of 
the Empire sooner or later.

While at London we received invitations to the 
luncheon tendered Sir Edgar Bowring, as High Com
missioner of Newfoundland, by the Imperial League; 
also one from the Lord Mayor of London inviting us to 
a reception he was tendering the nurses of the war, at 
which Lord Morris and Mr. Lloyd George were to speak. 
We left London the day of the luncheon to Sir Edgar 
Bowring, as we had arranged our plans before we re
ceived the invitation.

At Liverpool we spent a few days and met several 
friends of Newfoundland, amongst them Mr. Samuel 
Job, brother of Messrs. Will and Robert. I proceeded 
to Grimsby and met Sir Thomas Robinson, who took me 
around that great fish depot. The piers and market 
buildings extend over an area equal to that between the
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Long Bridge and Chain Rock. The normal steam 
trawling fleet of Grimsby in 1914 was 650, about 200 
have been lost, and the place is one great workshop 
now, refitting about 350 to 400 of those trawlers for 
fishing, which had been engaged during the war by the 
Naval authorities. About 50 trawlers were fishing and 
25 had arrived to discharge that morning I was there. 
Sir Thomas Robinson had two of his in that day; one 
arrival of his a day or two before had landed a catch 
for nine days valued at $7,000. The captain shared 
$700 and the men $50. The crews are on wages and 
bonus, the captain and mate on shares. Sole sold for 
50 cents per 4b., turbot for 35 cents, flat fish for 25 
cents, codfish for 17 cents and raies at 30 cents. Those 
prices are wholesale. The most of the catch was had
dock. I went into the question of cold storage fish for 
Europe with him, and he is full of hope for this branch 
of our work, and is willing and ready to aid us in every 
way by his experience and advice.

I have confirmed views regarding the fresh fish 
export business, which I will endeavour to have submit
ted to the country as soon as practicable; they are on a 
large scale and would embrace half the catch of shore 
codfish, and all the salmon, turbot and 
lobsters available. This much of our catch 
can be disposed of in Europe and the U. S. 
if we care to go into the business as its 
importance requires and demands, met 
Mr. Boyd Butler of Murray’s at Grimsby, 
where he has been attending to business 
for his firm since last December. He was 
anxious to return home, and was delight
ed to see someone from St. John’s.

Liverpool, Sheffield and HaddersfielJ 
are great and growing cities, which the 
Old Country should be proud of. The 
manufacturers are on an enormous scale 
and one is astonished to find such great 
cities and depots of industry in such a 
small country.

We all might feel proud of Great Brit
ain. for had she not possessed a vigorous 
and industrious race, she could not be 
the Great Britain that she is, for she is 
confined in a small corner of Europe and 
her area is very small compared to some 
of the nations of Europe and especially 
that of America.

At the Paris conference Britain undoubtedly led; 
America had no such men as Lloyd George, Balfour, 
Lord Robert Cecil or Churchill amongst her delegates. 
As great as Wilson is, he is but a student in European 
politics, and had the intelligence and good judgment to 
he guided by the ripe, practical experience of the British 
delegates. The French delegates were easily next to 
the British in experience and knowledge.

I met the Prime Ministers of the Dominions, all of 
whom arc able men, and experts in matters relating 
to their respective dominion. Mr. Hughes is regarded 
as flighty and talkative; he no doubt did more talking 
than his share. Massey, Ward and Cook are practical 
men, and good all around statesmen. Borden, of course, 
is regarded with high esteem, as Canadian interests 
come first among the Dominions. All regarded Sir W. 
F. Lloyd as a close student of world politics of no mean 
ability, possessing lots of courage and scoring points 
in debates, which were of first-rate importance and of 
vital interests. The Colonial Office Officials expressed 
to me their k<gh estimation of his modesty and ability. 
The British Prime Minister, voluntarily recommended

him for the Privy Council, and the Colonial Office, with
out suggestion, recommended him for the K.C.M.G., an 
honour that comes to Newfoundland once in ten years.

The British Delegation must have numbered 200 
of the greatest of Britain’s sons—all were experts and 
high authorities.

Sir William Goode was one of the leading Secre
taries of the British Delegation. He was born at 
Channel and the son of the Rev. Mr. Goode, a C. of E. 
clergyman. Sir William Goode is exceedingly interest
ed in Newfoundland matters, and one of the best 
friends Terra Nova has at London.

The whole Conference recognized Mr. Lloyd 
George as leader, and he surpassed all the other British 
delegates, and was looked up to as the man to solve 
great difficulties. In courage and energy he was not 
surpassed.

From conversation I had with several of the dele
gates, 1 learnt that they possessed no high estimation 
of President Wilson’s abilities as a peacemaker and 
adjuster of European troubles.

In London I ventured to satisfy myself as to the 
standing of the leading men in public life, and the 

general opinion prevailed that Mr. Bal
four would soon retire, that Lord Robert 
Cecil would likely emerge as the leader 
of the Conservatives, and that Mr. Lloyd 
George was generally disliked by the big 
men of the Unionist Party, but all follow
ed him because they recognized he w:is 
the only man in British politics possess
ing the required qualifications to bring 
Britain and the world through the pre
sent crisis. They recognized his great 
ability, and above all, his controlling per
sonality and almost superhuman energy ; 
but they were not in a line with him per
sonally, as they coqld not forget from 
whence he came and his radical career.

Winston Churchill was regarded as m 
exceedingly clever man, probably the 
most brilliant of Britain’s public men, 
barring the Prime Minister, but while 
thev so acknowledged his brilliant abili
ties. thev all mistrusted him. The weak
ness in his make-up is that he was too 
smart, and none of them knew what he 

would sav or propose next, or what sort of a somersault 
he would attempt.

Bonar Law is regarded as an able business man, 
possessing lots of common sense, but he is not a leader 
of men, and his personality is a hindrance rather than 
n help, yet he is highly regarded by the people, but has 
not the dash and vim for successful leadership.

Austin Chamberlain is not considered seriously as 
d leader, although his brother, Neville, who recently 
entered Parliament, is regarded as the son of his father, 
and will likely arrive at the top of the ladder.

Mr. Lloyd George in appearance and size resembles 
Sir W. F. Lloyd very much ; the one difference is Mr. 
Lloyd George wears his gray hair quite long, longer 
than any other man 1 met on the other side.

The opinion at Paris was that the British Lion 
would emerge from the conference with the lion’s 
share, as no one disputes her the major part in winning 
the war. All regarded the British Navy as the chief 
weapon in the defeat of Germany.

The British Tommy has come out of the war with 
a reputation as creditable as his forefathers ever held. 
The British recognize the dash and daring of the
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American Tommy, and with a year or two of duty on a 
front like France was the past four years, the Ameri
cans would be the equal of any soldiers of the world. 
The Australians, Canadians, South Africans, New 
Zealanders and Newfoundlanders are regarded as first 
class troops, the equal of any the world has ever had. 
The Portuguese and Belgian troops were not highly 
regarded by any of the Allies, and I heard complaints 
of them wherever I met Allied soldiers. Complaints of 
the treatment accorded the British troops by Belgian 
civilians are heard in France and England. Many of 
the Belgians became German spies, and much German 
money found its way into Belgian pockets.

We visited Wandsworth Hospital, where the most 
of the Newfoundland lads have been treated. We met 
about twenty-five of the Newfoundland Regiment, all 
of whom were doing well, and hoped to reach home by 
the first of May. All our lads speak well of the treat
ment at Wandsworth, and highly esteem the medical 
superintendent, Lieut. Colonel Sir Bruce Porter, and 
the Matron.

Sir Bruce Porter was, when the war started, Lon
don’s most famous surgeon, and had his choice of the 
most distinguished cases in London, his practice was 
worth many thousands of pounds; he was too old to 
enlist for active service, but when the ficst wounded
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SEAPLANES AT START OF LONG TRANSATLANTIC FLIGHT

KING GEORGE REVIEWING HIS TROOPS

A very bitter feeling exists in France and England, 
particularly amongst the Dominion troops, against the 
German soldiers. They regard them asinhuman and 
brutal, and unfit to live among civilized nations, and 
one is not surprised at or puzzled over the feeling, 
when he sees the awful destruction and havoc which has 
laid low so much of the fairest and richest part of 
France, and hear the soldiers speak of their experiences. 
The ten millions whose bones lie in soldiers’ graves, and 
the thought of the ten million heroes who must live on 
in torment, many of whom are either armless or legless, 
will forever brand Germany as the greatest foe man 
has yet experienced.

arrived from France he offered his services to the 
military authorities, was accepted and placed in charge 
of Wandsworth, about four miles from Westminster. 
Wandsworth was, up to that time, a house for the 
orphans of soldiers. Sir Bruce Porter at once prepared 
it for an hospital for wounded soldiers. The main 
building was fitted to take 500 beds, the demand in
creased and temporary buildings were erected, sur
rounding the main building, and these erections now 
contain 2,000 beds. A church for Catholic soldiers was 
erected, and Sir Bruce Porter informed us that some 
scores of our Newfoundland boys have attended Mass 
at this hospital church. The main building is connected
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with a little Church of England chapel, formerly used 
by the orphans for service; it contains a splendid pipe 
organ, presented to the hospital by the Admiralty. This 
little chapel is bright, and no doubt will be long remem
bered by the many Protestant soldiers who worshipped
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whose memory is so dear tu his company and the regi
ment.

We boarded the S. S. “Digby” at Liverpool, March 
20th., and left about 3 p.m. The next morning we 
passed near Cape Clear, and had a good view of that
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THE FAMOUS MESSAGE.

The crash of thrones in Europe as a sequence of the Allied vic
tory is unparalleled in history: (1) Constantine of Greece; (2) 
Nicholas of Russia; (3) Ferdinand of Bulgaria; (4) Carl of Austria ; 
(5) Mohammed VI of Turkey; (6) Boris of Bulgaria, and (7) 
Wilhelm II of Germany.

I

SIR J. R. JELL I COE

GENERAL JAN SMUTS 
of South Africa.

in it during the four and a half years of war. 1 noticed 
the names of several of our dead heroes who went forth 
from Wandsworth restored to health, only to find 
graves in French soil, one of those being Capt. Strong,

portion of old Ireland. The Irish Sea coast resembles 
portions of the Newfoundland coast, especially that 
between Torbay and Cape St. Francis. We had a good 
chance to see the Fastnet Lighthouse at close quarters.
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The "Digby" had on board very little cargo, and we 
expected her to toss around in rough water, but she 
behaved splendidly, and our voyage was equally as 
pleasant as that going across per "Metita" early in 
February. The captain and officers are an excellent 
bunch, and the menu as passable as any of the bigger 
ocean liners, and those going to Liverpool from St. 
John's will find the “Digby" equally as good , as the

young men I have ever met, and is sure to be heard of 
as years pass, if he remains attached to the old sod. 
He is genial and very intelligent, and won promotion 
from the rank of lieutenant to that of acting major, by 
his merit and courage. He was attached to a British 
regiment and soon became a favourite officer, and by 
his gallant behaviour and devotion to duty, won his

PREMIER MASSEY 
of New Zealand.
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HON. A. J. BALFOUR

bigger American or Canadian liners. I would not 
hesitate to go by the "Digby” if I had occasion to cross 
next year.

We were a fairly nice group of friends before we 
reached Newfoundland. Major Cashin and Lieut. 
Blackall became intimate friends before we were long 
on the journey. Major Cashin is one of the finest

Lieut. Blackall, of the British Aviation Corps, was 
unfortunate in being brought down just within the 
German lines and was taken prisoner and held two 
years in Germany. He is an expert airplane pilot, and 
should start Newfoundland in the road towards 
aviation. There should be an airplane mail service 
established immediately with St. Barbe, and no doubt
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the sealing fleet, next spring, will be served by an 
airplane, which I am hoping will be operated by Lieut.
Blackall.

1 am hoping to secure a seaplane the coming sum
mer for my own use to ply between St. John’s and 
Port Union. This distance can be covered by seaplane 
in forty minutes.

Before another year passes I expect to see an air 
service between St. John’s and Halifax; there is now 
no obstacle in the way of successfully operating such 
a service. I would like Lieut. Blackall to interest him
self in the Newfoundland airplane service, and feel sure 
we would succeed in arousing sufficient interest to 
establish a regular service between the Continent as 
well as to the extern sections of this Dominion.

Lieut. Commander Grieve and Mr. Hawker were 
among the passengers on the "Digby,” and became 
close friends during the voyage. They were fortunate

men, and they will be rewarded by a money consider
ation. which will border on half a million dollars. St. 
John’s will, no doubt, give them a great send off, and 
all will eagerly await the news that will flash across 
the ocean the next day.

The "Digby" met ice off Cape St. Mary's and was 
unable to proceed to St. John’s, and through the good 
offices of the Hon. J. C. Crosbie, Minister of Shipping, 
the "Portia” was dispatched to take off passengers, 
•'ORgage and airplane, which was successfully perform
ed at St. Bride’s, where we wished good-bye to the 
"Digby" and proceeded to Placentia, arriving at St. 
John’s March 29th., after an absence of less than nine

Those notes have been written for the information 
of my F. P. U. friends, and 1 trust will prove as inter
esting as those 1 have published of my former trips. I 
have endeavoured to state facts and express opinions

W. H. HUGHES 
Prime Minister of Australia

MR. BARNES 
Labor Cabinet Member

LORD ROBERT CECIL 
Under Foreign Secretary

in having their machine transferred to the "Portia" 
from the "Digby,” and which I trust will enable them 
to win the coveted prize offered to the first brave 
men to cross from the new world ‘to the old, or from 
Terra Nova to England. They hope to leave St. John’s 
on the 16th at 2 p.m., with a full moon and a western 
wind, and will reach England 20 hours after. As the 
difference in time between St. John’s and Ireland is 
about four hours, those famous and courageous air 
experts will have but seven hours of moonlight during 
their epoch n iking cruise from Newfoundland to Eng
land. Every Newfoundlander will wish them God speed. 
1 have no doubt of the success of this venture, and both 
of the air experts are as confident of success as they 
are of day following night. If they succeed, their 
names will be added to the world’s list of famous

without colouring or exaggeration. What I have written 
may not suit the taste of all or be considered to have 
any literary merits, but it is honestly written, with no 
intention to discredit or deceive. What is written 
herein is simple, uncoloured and correctly represents 
my feelings and impressions, and if the publication of 
those few notes give any friend pleasure, I will feel 
repaid for the time I have spent in scribbling those few 
pages.

My trip to Europe was at the request of the share
holders of the Union Trading Co. 1 had no commission 
of any sort from the Government and am in no way 
responsible to it for anything I said or did on the trip. 
My expenses were paid by the Trading Co. and Export 
Co., and my trip was not at the public expense, as so 
many of the knowalls falsely assert.

(T
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SERGEANT T. R. RICKETTS, V.C., D.C.M., CROIX DE GUERRE, 

of the Royal Newfoundland Regiment, a native of Middle Arm, White Bay, Newfoundland.
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Journal of Proceedings
OF THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF 

THE FISHERMEN'S PROTECTIVE UNION, HELD AT PORT UNION, 
NOVEMBER 27TH, 1919.

MY FRIENDS 1 welcome you to the Eleventh Annual 
Convention of the F.P.U. and once more to the Home 

of the Union, which is so rapidly taking a prominent place 
in the harbors of the North.

Your efforts to place a clean Government in power 
were successful and to-day the Tory Anti-Union Govern
ment of Cashin and Morine has passed into oblivion, from 
which it can never return. The new Government stands 
for economy, honest administration of departments, fish
ery development and the general advancement of the 
country on the road of progress.

1 have been appointed Minister of Fisheries, Mr. Half
yard Postmaster General and Mr. Jennings Minister of 
Public Works; therefore the large spending departments 
ol the Government will be directed by men you have

within a year, as I have no desire to add to the duties I 
must perform in my private capacity as Manager of the 
Union Companies.

One of the most outrageous transactions ever known 
to you is that already publicly exposed in connection with 
the stealing from Bonavista and Twillingate Districts of 
their lawful grants for public improvements and transfer
ring such to Anti-Union Districts. This unholy crime was 
committed by men who knew better and should have been 
honest and manly enough to swallow the medicine, so well 
flavoured, that the people administered on November 3rd. 
Sir M. P. Cashin and A. B. Morine knew they were com
mitting a dastardly crime when on November 6th they 
visited the Fisheries Department and demanded of the 
Deputy Head that he transfer $11,800.00 of the grants for

FAIR ISLAND, B.B.

placed in high positions in the country and from whom you 
expect, upon principle, economical expenditure of grants 
entrusted to their guardianship.

The expenditure of public departments of the Gov
ernment for the past ten years will be investigated by com
petent men and a general clean up will, I hope, result. I 
went to the Fisheries Department to perform a service to 
the Country that you long ago considered should be per
formed. A general re-organization will result and a Fish
ery Department of some value to the fishermen and coun
try will, I hope, be developed.

Needless for me to say, I found the Department any- 
th-'ng but what a Fishery Department of a country like ours 
should be. 1 hope to have the work of re-organizing ad
vanced sufficiently to enable me to leave the Department

Bonavista District to Ferryland District, which was sent to 
political heelers of Sir M. P. Cashin.

A. B. Morine’s name stinks in your nostrils ,but did 
v)u think him capable of robbing Bonavista District of 
$12,000.00 and handing it over to a District that had al
ready received 50 per cent more benefits from public ex
penditures the past year than our Union Districts. The 
six months transactions of the Cashin Government will be 
shown to be the most outrageous and obnoxious of all 
Governments that ever ruled Newfoundland.

I found in the Fishery Department that Mr. Stone had 
before resigning contracted for all the supplies required 
by the Department for 1920, even the blacklead and scrub
bing brushes required for lighthouse supplies for 1920 had 
been purchased by agreement, signed, sealed, witnessed



170 THE HISTORY OF THE FISHERMEN'S PROTECTIVE UNION.

and delivered, but I can assure you that not one cent's 
worth of those supplies will be purchased under those 
agreements while 1 am head of the Department. You can 
imagine why such an outrage was committed, you can rest 
assured that those purchases were not made in the inter- 
cits of the public service. I found that kerosene oil by 
the cask had been purchased by Mr. Stone under agree
ment in 1919, for which the Department paid 40 cents per 
gallon. The oil was supplied by a middle man who pur
chased it from the Standard Oil Company at 3 \]/2 cents 
per gallon, it being admitted Duty Free. I stop to ask 
where the 8]/2 cents per gallon profit went? Yet this John 
Stone is the man our enemies and himself had selected to 
oust me from the Presidency of this Council.

In the light of what we already know, I have no hesi
tation in saying that had the Cashin Administration been 
returned on November 3rd for four years the House of 
Assembly might just as well have been abolished and the 
Auditor General dismissed, for the Cashin Combination 
treated the laws with contempt when it suited their plans 
a :d heeded the Auditor General and even the warnings of 
the Governor only when it suited their conveniences.

Our victory over Cashin-Morineism is the greatest in

ago caused very considerable harm to the Trade and local 
price of fish by underselling in the markets and destroying 
the work of the Trade the past six months, in its attempt 
to meet unparalleled conditions abroad which had arisen 
tie past twelve months. The cutting of prices abroad dur
ing the past 25 years by exporters who are compelled to 
make sacrifices in order to meet financial demands, has 
caused immense trouble as well as great financial loss to 
the Trade, and our purpose now is to prevent such con
duct in the future. Unless sales are conducted on lines 
approved by the Minister of Fisheries, there will be no ex
port permit. We shall endeavour to place the business of 
exporting and standardizing cod fish on a basis that will 
ensure proper values abroad and the removal of vexatious 
claims for inferior quality. We will gradually insist upon 
the proper standardization of all grades of fish, and intro
duce Government inspection of all bulk cargoes and fish 
in packages. We desire to protect foreign buyers against 
unprincipled shippers and we want to establish a reputa
tion for Newfoundland dry cod fish that can be relied on 
by every purchaser abroad.

The intention of ensuring affidavits as to quality is the 
first step in the long road to standardization. The new

A4
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the political history of the country. Sir R. Bond's victory 
over Morine-Reidism in 1900 resulted in giving him a ma
jority of 11,000 of the votes cast and two Morine candi
dates lost their nomination fees. Our victory has resulted 
in giving us a majority of about 30,000, while eight Cash- 
in-Morine candidates lost their nomination fees. There
fore the country has spoken in a manner that leaves no 
doubt of their opinion of Cashin-Morineism.

The Manifesto of Mr. Squires fully explained the pro- 
, posais of the new political party led by him, and it will be 

our earnest endeavour to accomplish the reform he out
lined. One of the most important of essential reforms is 
that of the exporting of cod fish. Under a law passed last 
year the Government has started out to do something in 
this connection, and last week a Proclamation was issued 
which brings all exporters of cod fish under license, and 
makes it essential for all sales of fish to be submitted to 
the Minister of Fisheries. It also provides for a qualifi
cation of fish exported. The one sure way to get after de
faulters in exporting fish is to prevent them from exporting, 
and the license is issued in order to punish any underhand
ed methods by cancelling the license which will prove far 
more effective than fining. Some exporters two weeks

laws are intended entirely to protect the best interest of 
the country in general.

The Minister of Fisheries will consult an Advisory 
Board on matters connected with the export of fish and a 
Sub-Committee of the Board of Trade will also be consult
ed. The Minister of Fisheries has appointed Mr. George 
Hawes of Alicante to be his consulting agent in Europe. 
Mr Hawes is probably the most experienced man procur
able, as he has conducted a big fish business on behalf of 
the Newfoundland Trade in Spain the past ten years, 
which has proven successful.

The action of the new Government in taking up this 
National issue so firmly and promptly will considerably 
stabilitate foreign conditions and show the country that the 
new Government intends to solve problems that business 
n.en have discussed for many years but were unable to at
tempt. The country will therefore now feel confident that 
the new departure means the inauguration of a new era 
fur Newfoundland fishery interests.

The local affairs act was treated with contempt by the 
late Government and its provisions ignored. We will ask 
the new Government to amend the Act to prevent such 
outrages in future, and our proposals will include the pun-
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ishment by imprisonment for all outside legally appointed 
Road Boards, who in future receive public monies to be 
expended for roads, bridges, piers, wharves or other pub
lic works, and will empower Road Boards to take criminal 
proceedings against offenders before Magistrates. Gov
ernments must never again be allowed to demoralize the 
people by Family and Special Grants, as has been wit
nessed the past six months in the allocating or giving away 
of the $500,000.00 grants for public improvements voted 
by the Legislature last spring. That grant has been used 
almost entirely to buy up votes and corruptly influence the 
electorate. The greatest offender probably is the very of
ficial charged by the Statute with enforcing the laws. I re
fer to A. B. Morine. the late despicable Minister of Jus-

More stringent laws should be enacted respecting 
Bribery and Corruption at Elections. During the past few 
weeks it was discovered that clergymen as well as fisher
men were in some cases open to the influence and intimi
dation that flow from receiving public grants and special 
favours. We should enact laws to prevent public grants 
for roads, bridges, wharves and other public works being 
allocated to clergymen. Peruse the list of allocations made

outside of Road Boards the past three months and you will 
find several allocated to clergymen.

The electorate has declared its opinion of the tactics 
and conduct of the late Government so emphatically that 
there need be no hesitation on the part of the new reform 
Government from establishing the necessary reforms re
quired by the people.

We regret that Port de Grave Unionists were not 
loyal to George Grimes on November 3rd, but they pro
bably now realize what their disloyalty will cost them. I 
regret to inform you that the Vice-President also sought 
the loaves and fishes and supported our opponents and be
trayer in Bay de Verde. Although Bay de Verde through 
the disloyalty of certain Unionists did not have the privi
lege to vote for a candidate selected by their Councils, yet 
they fully realized that a vote for Hickman meant a vote 
for a traitor and enemy of the Union, and a vote for the 
Opposition candidates meant a vote for the F.P.U. Party, 
which, under the authority conferred last Convention upon 
the Union Members of the the House of Assembly and 
try self, had agreed to co-operate with the Liberal Reform 
Party in ousting the Cashin-Morine Government from of
fice. By and under the authority conferred on me by the

Constitution, I hereby expel the Vice-President from our 
ranks and ask you to confirm the same.

Traitor John Stone was expelled last May and that 
action has been endorsed by 3700 voters of Trinity Dis
trict.

I trust the Government will during the coming session 
of the Legislature enter into a contract for the perform
ance of a Coastal Service North and South. I consider 
four steamers should replace the two steamers of the past 
fifteen years, and those steamers should be constructed 
strong enough to prosecute the seal fishery.

The law in connection with Bell Island ore tax of 
seven and a half cents per ton expires next month. Ten 
years ago we asked Premier Morris to place a tax on the 
ore exported from Bell Island and a tax was forthwith 
placed by agreement. We now venture to propose that 
the new Government should place a tax on such ore which 
will be equivalent to a return of one million dollars annu
ally to the Treasury of this Dominion.

The condition of the railroad calls for prompt atten
tion: and will probably be considered the coming winter. 
It is a difficult problem and requires considerable consid
eration, but 1 believe it is your wish to have this matter

dealt with as speedily as possible.
The operations of the various Union Companies op

erating here the past year turned out successful, and you 
will, I feel sure, note with pleasure the many improve
ments made at Port Union since our last meeting. You 
all feel proud of the great business plant we have built 
up here and I trust that the coming year will witness the 
same steady progress.

We are erecting a Church here, as you no doubt have 
n< ticed. This Church I hope will be dedicated to the 
memory of the twelve heroes who made the Supreme Sac
rifice in the Great War, who enlisted as Coaker Recruits 
at the invitation of this Council. I hope to see a stained 
glass window erected to the memory of each hero. A 
Brass Plate will be placed in the Church containing the 
names of the seventy-eight who enlisted, the names of 
those wounded and those who never returned. I would 
like the Church to be named the Church of "The Holy 
Martyrs.” It will be a Church of England building, as the 
other denominations are well provided for by their exist
ing churches at Catalina, which are convenient for Port 
Union The Anglican Church at Catalina is very incon-. 
v'-niently placed for Port Union adherents, hence the erec-

CLAIR'S FAIR, BOYD’S COVE.
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tion of the Church at Port Union, and this being neces
sary I consider it a splendid chance to do something to 
commemorate the high regard we hold for those brave 
lads who went forth to France to defend our liberties, and 
who nobly responded to your appeal calling for fifty vol
unteers as substitutes for the President of this Council. 
I would like all Councils to take up a collection or open a 
subscription list and donate what is possible towards the 
erection of this Memorial Church.

Although Port Union Churchmen and the Trading 
Company have subscribed liberally, yet a very consider
able sum will be required in addition to complete the 
building. The cost of the twelve mentioned memorial 
windows might be donated by twelve Councils. What 
Council will undertake to provide one window? The cost 
will probably be from $150.00 to $200.00 each.

Last session of the Legislature, the House of Assem
bly passed a vote of $10,000.00 for a Fog Alarm at Cata
lina which vote was submitted to the Government by the 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries. The printed estimate 
included this vote. I remember it passing through Com
mittee on Supply. I found however from enquiries made 
since we took office that Sir M. P. Cashin and John Stone

fixed on fish also prices that exporters should sell for and 
Government should guarantee exporters against loss un
less this is done local conditions will become desperate 
and collapse with destitution must ensue with prices such 
as Consorzio offers and much diminished market any 
hesitation will mean withholding of fish by fishermen and 
consequent loss of consumption the catch demands that 
fish should be rushed as early as possible to market sug
gest you convene a round table conference of prin
cipal exporters and Government representatives who un
derstand market conditions thousands of quintals ready 
for shipment by fishermen but no one willing to name a 
price that will enable the fishermen to make two ends 
meet sincerely urge you consult Minister Shipping and 
take steps to stabilitate price local and foreign presume 
action can be taken War Measures Act."

Reply:—"Quite agree that conditions require serious 
consideration your proposal however to fix selling price 
fir fishermen and exporters with Government guarantee 
against loss to latter merely amounts to expurchase by the 
whole people from the fishermen and would throw all pos
sible loss on the tax payers with all possible gain to ex
porters your suggestion for a conference sounds reason-

FLAT ISLANDS, B.B.
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contrived to cut out this vote in the last hours of the ses
sion without making any reference to it in the House. 
John Stone’s action in this respect is not a surprise to me 
or to you who know him as he is and was, but the electors 
of Trinity District will be able by this incident to estimate 
this traitor at his proper value. Catalina voters will learn 
of this transaction with disgust. We will take this matter 
up with the Government next session of Parliament and 
endeavour to secure the inclusion of this vote in next 
year’s estimates. This matter was fully discussed by you 
at the last Convention and the recommendations you made 
were favourably considered by the Lloyd Administration.

During the present season there has been consider
able anxiety over the value of fishery produce, and in view 
of the action of Italy in placing the purchase of fish en
tirely in the hands of the Government Combine which en
deavoured to pay us what it pleased for fish, and consider
ing the effect such action would have in depressing prices 
in this matter in view of protecting the fishermen locally 
and the exporters in foreign markets, I therefore despatch
ed the following message to the late Prime Minister:—
‘ Consider Italian and other market conditions demand im
mediate action part Government price locally should be

able as you are heavy exporter better come here and dis
cuss situation with Government and trade Government 
has protested to British Government against existence of 
Italian Consorzio.”

M> reply :—"Thanks for reply mine of Monday Gov
ernment guarantee against loss to exporters would not per
mit of any gain. If losses were claimed and if losses en- 
SV6 they should very properly be paid by whole of taxpay
ers as standard price would benefit whole population not 
fishermen only I will proceed St. John’s next time our 
motor coaster goes.”

Sir M. P. Cashin in his Manifesto also refers to this 
matter, but condemned the proposal. I wished a price to 
be fixed in order to ensure purchasing locally which had 
been weak because everyone was talking and expecting 
lower prices. The fixing of a firm price would have cre
ated confidence amongst buyers and shown the foreign pur
chasers that it was useless to hold off buying in order to 
secure lower prices.

The fixing of export prices would have created confi
dence in prices abroad and prevented cutting of values by 
timid exporters in order to dispose of their holdings, while 
rhe many held back in order to secure fair values.
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The proposal was discussed on many platforms and 
dealt with by The Advocate and 1 consider the verdict of 
the polls an endorsement of the proposal. The mainten
ance of prices would benefit the whole country and be as 
neneficial to St. John’s interests as it would to the fisher
men The idea of making political capital out of such a 
proposal is not creditable to those who used it. The Tory 
cry of Outports against St. John's in the recent elections 
and the result of that cry should prove an enduring lesson 
to those unscrupulous enough to use it. 1 trust we have 
heard the last of such unhealthy miserable twaddle and in 
future all the people will appreciate that St .John’s and its 
laboring interests have as much to gain by decent prices 
for fishery produce as the fishermen themselves.

The issue placed before the electorate by the oppon
ents of the F.P.U. was: Is Coakerism to prevail? The 
answer "Yes" is decisive and conclusive. The country has 
approved of Coakerism which is Unionism on the sane 
basis as established by the Constitution of the F.P.U., and 
you must endeavour to live up to the principles we have 
espoused and work harmoniously to uplift the country and 
aid her all in your power on the road to real progress. 
The first step in this direction is to establish clean Gov-

personal gain. Endeavour always to place the interests of 
the whole country first, and you will be proud of your 
work and the achievements of your Union as the years

The business of the Trading Company for 1918 was 
a success, and resulted in adding a nice amount to the 
credit of the Reserve Fund. All obligations in connection 
with the bonds issued last year have been met. The Com
pany held a credit cash balance at the Bank as early as 
February of this year, having by that time met all demands 
and squared all obligations of the Bank.

New Premises were erected the past year at Southern 
Bay, Change Islands, Leading Tickles and Wesleyville. 
We have 31 Branch Stores in operation at present. We 
have new branch premises under erection at Winterton, 
New Chelsea, Elliston, Cape Island, B.B., Barr’d Island, 
Triton, Nipper’s Harbor and La Scie. Pike’s Arm will 
also erect a store the coming season, Hant’s Harbor pre
mises will be rebuilt, Pilley's Island store has been en
larged, Fogo premises will be rebuilt, Lewisporte store 
will be re-opened, a branch store will be erected at Cata
lina and by next fall the Trading Company will be operat
ing 40 branch stores.

A PORTION OF DILDO RUN.

eminent. You must insist on Members of the House of 
Assembly keeping their hands clean and living true to the 
principles we stand for, and 1 depend on you to stand by 
me every time I am compelled to take a stand in defence 
of those principles, as 1 did last spring in connection with 
John Stone, A. E. Hickman and A. B. Morine. I ask for 
your loyal moral support in the battle that must be waged 
the next few months against graft and boodle. I ask you 
to stand bv me in the work of reform that must be under
taken the next year or two.

Don't expect me to hold my position by using public 
patronage to secure friends. 1 will have nothing to do 
with such methods to hold on to political power. The Gov
ernment of the past ten years has done much to demoralize 
the electorate, but it did not succeed in demoralizing the 
major portion of it, but if you closely consider what has 
taken place in some districts you will realize to what an 
extent this evil has grown.

I will have my hands full during the coming years 
and 1 ask you always to be patient and reasonable and to 
trust fully those you have sent to Parliament to re
present you. Use the powers you possess reasonably, al
ways keep your eye on those that would use you for their

During the past twelve months we have sold $20,000 
worth of shares in the Trading Company, $60,000.00 worth 
of bonds. During the same period we have sold $11,000 
worth of shares in the Export Company. We carry also a 
Trading Company Reserve Fund of $200,000.00. Conse
quently we have added over $100,000.00 to our Capital 
during the past year. During the past year we have paid 
as dividends, interest on bonds and deposits, about $40,- 
000.00. This large amount has been returned to our 
friends, who appreciate their wisdom in investing in our 
enterprises. The Trading Company has paid 78% divi
dends during the eight years of its existence and it looks 
as if we will this year again pay a dividend of 10 per cent.
Ifeel that an increase of 50% in Capital is essential if 

the Company is to transact the volume of business next 
year necessary to accommodate the demands of the stores 
we operate.

Every effort should be made the coming winter to dis
pose of additional shares and bonds in order to meet the 
demands of the coming year’s business.

There has been a large increase in this year’s turnover 
ns compared to last year's operations. We have to date 
this year cleared our tenth cargo of fish, some of them un-
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usually large.
The shipyard turned out during the year the "F. P. 

Union” motor coaster of 84 tons, the tern schooner “Presi
dent Coaker," 406 tons, and will shortly launch a 70 ton 
fishing schooner. The shipyard will be as busy as ever 
the coming year, as the Trading Company will require for 
foreign trade all the ships that can be built.

The Electric Company has partly constructed the 
transmission line to Bonavista and wired a large number 
of houses at that town, and but for a shortage of poles 
would have ere this connected Bonavista with our lighting 
plant We hope to make this connection early next June.

I trust some arrangement will be made the coming 
year to provide funds to defray the cost of lighting the 
streets of Bonavista and Catalina, and we will endeavour 
to have a law passed enabling towns to raise funds to pro
vide street lighting. I would like you to consider the ad
visability of changing the ground colour of the F. P. U. 
flag. *

I thank every Council and member for the splendid 
response made on November 3rd and for that full and 
abiding confidence reposed in me by the fishermen in gen
eral during the eleven years I have occupied the Presi-

terment and advancement of our organization and our na
tive land.

1 now declare this Council open for the transaction of 
business and invite friend Scammell, the Travelling Dele
gate of this Council, to submit a report of his labors for 
'he past year.

W. F. COAKER, President F.P.U.

•>1r President :—
The Committee appointed to draft a reply to your 

opening address, beg to submit the following report :
We are pleased to meet once more at Port Union and 

to find so many improvements since we last met, which we 
feel sure will be continued from year to year. We realize 
tha. the country has spoken with a strong voice in choosing 
new rulers to administer the public affairs of the country, 
and believe a new era will result from the actions and con
duct of the New Administration, and we congratulate you 
and all our friends on the high positions you have attained 
and trust all will prove worthy of the confidence reposed

We feel sure that your services as Minister of Marine 
and Fisheries will be crowned with success, and great ma-

A PORTION OF LEADING TICKLES.

dent’s chair in this Council, and I feel sure that our en
deavours to assist the fishermen to secure a square deal 
will in future merit your cordial support and confidence 
and keep the wheels of Progress in motion as regularly as 
they have revolved the past ten years.

I am pleased to welcome to our Convention to-day 
friends Guppy, Samson, Hibbs, Joneç, Scammell and Archi 
bald, enrolled for the first time on the long list of those 
honoured with seats in the People’s House of Assembly. 
I know you are all proud of their attainments and I trust 
their conduct will always merit your high appreciation and 
esteem. They will have no easy problems to solve and 
they will be expected to follow in the footsteps of the 
seven patriots who composed the Opposition Party in the 
People’s House during the lonely week Sir M. P. Cashin 
led the Morineites in the House last May. None of us 
need feel ashamed of Half yard, Jennings, Bob Winsor, 
Abbott, Targett and Grimes, who scorned the loaves and 
fishes last May and went forth as standard bearers in the 
battle to oust demoralized Toryism from its entrenchments 
o" the ever to be remembered 3rd of November last.

I welcome also many new faces as Delegates and 1 
trust our deliberations at this time will conduce to the bet-

ferial benefits will result to the fishermen and country.
We are pleased to knew that Mr. Jennings is filling 

r'np Position of Minister of Public Works. His record al
ready as a Member of the House of Assembly is sufficient 
to warrant a belief that honesty and integrity will mark 
his career in the conduct of that important office.

We note that our Secretary-Treasurer, Mr. Halfyard, 
is .o be Post Master General, and have no doubt that he 
v 'll fill it in the same capable and efficient manner in 
• hich he filled the position of Colonial Secretary under 
the National Government. The services he rendered 
there not only reflected with honour and credit to himself, 
hut alsc to our Union and the Dominion.

We endorse your remarks in reference to the conduct 
of Sir M. P. Cashin and A. B. Morine in taking from Bona
vista $12,000.00 and handing it over to Cashin heelers in 
Ftrryland District, and we learn with delight that the Gov
ernment has so far recovered $9,000.00 of the amount so 
disgracefully stolen from Bonavista District grants.

We cannot refrain from condemning the conduct of 
John Stone and trust his methods of running the Fishery 
Department will be exposed. We are pleased to learn 
that a full and complete investigation will be held into the
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conduct and expenditure of the various departments of the 
public service and believe a thorough cleaning up will re
sult from such an investigation.

We are pleased to know that the Government has 
tackled in a firm manner the problems of protecting the 
country's interests in the foreign fish markets and endorse 
what has already been done and believe lasting benefits

defeat in Port de Grave and regret that some Union men 
in that district were open to influences that outrage the 
principles we stand for. Port de Grave has gained no
thing. it has lost the services of one of the most honest 
men that ever sought the support of the electorate.

We endorse your suggestion to Prohibit clergymen 
from having public monies granted them as Commission-

A PORTION OF D1LDO RUN.

will accrue to the country. We strongly support the pro
posal to standardize fish, and welcome the intimation that 
an inspection of fish for export will be established as 
speedily as possible.

We strongly endorse your suggestions for the creation 
of an Educational Department, and trust steps will be 
taken by the New Government to inaugurate it at an early

:rs or otherwise, and trust an amendment will be made in 
the laws to meet this undesirable practice influencing the

Wc are pleased to endorse your action in expelling 
John Stone an*d A. Broaders from our ranks and we can
not toe strongly condemn their treachery and conduct.

We believe the time has come to enter into a contract

WRECK OF HODDINOTT’S SCHOONER, D1LDO RUN.

We welcome the proposal to amend the Local Affairs 
Act, making it impossible for a corrupt administration to 
use public monies to purchase votes, and your proposal to 
punish by imprisonment all, outside of Road Boards, who 
receive grants, will, in our opinion prove a proper remedy 
for this demoralizing evil.

We greatly sympathize with friend Grimes over his

providing for Coastal Steamers for the North and South 
Coastal Service, we strongly urge that such steamers be 
constructed strong enough to contend with ice conditions 
and prosecute the Seal Fishery.

We believe the Bell Island Mining Company should 
pay a tax of at least 75 cents per ton export duty on all ore 
exported from Bell Island, unless the Companies concern
ed are prepared to smelt those ores in this country. We
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JOHN PETERS, SALVAGE.

trust the Government will properly protect the country's 
interests in this matter and secure for the people the just 
benefits that should accrue to the country from this valu
able mining property.

The condition of the railroad and the congestion of 
traffic should receive the early and earnest consideration 
of the Government and an adjustment made that will pro
perly protect the public welfare.

We are delighted to learn that the fishermen continue 
to maintain their confidence in the Union Companies and 
have added $100,000.00 to the Capital of the Companies 
during the past year, and we sincerely recommend that 
every member should do his best to still add to 
the Capital of the Companies, by purchasing their shares 
and bonds. We believe greater development will be wit
nessed the next few years, and beg to suggest that the 
Capital of the Trading Company be increased to $500,- 
000.00 and that the new shares will be all taken up the 
coming year. If all who can will put their shoulder to the 
wheel, this can be easily accomplished.

We warmly endorse the proposal to erect a Memorial 
Church dedicating it to the memory of the noble Coaker 
Recruits who came forward in your place at our invitation 
in 1916, and we trust every Council will gladly respond to 
the invitation to subscribe to the Building Fund, and pro
vide for the twelve colored glass windows suggested in 
memory of the'twelve fallen heroes.

We are pleased to find you interested yourself in the 
matter of fish values and thank you for placing the matter 
so strongly before the Government. We believe prices 
should be fixed locally and foreign under circumstances 
such as existed the past season and the refusal of the Gov
ernment to consider your proposals was one of the issues

that gave our Party such a sweeping majority, as fisher
men are alive to the -equirements of the country and are 
now able to form a proper opinion in matters of such vital 
concern to them and the people in general.

We trust every honest son of Newfoundland will stand 
by the efforts cf the New Government to purify the poli
tical atmosphere and unite in demanding a clean admin
istration of public affairs and the enactment of laws that 
wil lensure prosperity and happiness to the people.

We are pleased to learn that the Shipbuilding Com
pany is doing such splendid work and giving employment 
tv so many men. We are glad to know that Bonavista will 
be connected with the electric plant next June and trust 
ways and means will be devised by the Government to pro
vide for the payment of the lighting of the towns.

We recommend that the ground colour of the.F.P.U. 
f..'g be white instead of blue, as we believe that such a 
mange will add to the beauty of our highly valued Union 
emblem.

We warmly welcome amongst us as Members of the 
House of Assembly recently elected, friends Guppy, Sam- 
s n, Jones, Hibbs, Scammell and Archibald, and trust they 
will perform their duty in a manner that will be appreci
ated by their constituents and ensure their return when 
they again appeal for support on behalf of the principles 
for which the Union stands.

Respectfully submitted:
GEO. F. GRIMES,
S. LODER,
LEONARD GREENE 
SAMUEL WELLS,
JAMES J. WADE,
D. WHITE,
ALEX. GROVES,
JOHN FITZGERALD.

àfe; v-;"

LIVE CAPLIN ON THE BEACH AND IN THE SURF.
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OPPORTUNITY—and THE MAN
By lion. Alex. W. Mew», M.L.C. Editor ol The Advocate

THE World and all the material things of the Universe 
exist for Man. They are given for man's enjoyment 

in making them of use in the development of his Higher 
Life. The development of Justice, the production of food, 
the education of finer sensibilities are the assets of the 
Human Race which keep it sane. Without any reaching 
out to improvement of the conditions of this our life, man 
would become stagnant and dull and his brain would 
gradually take on the "drying up” process until he became 
an object something lower than most of the animals we

The opportunity of improving conditions is always 
with us; there is no limit to activity along these lines. 
Many people limit themselves to getting as much money 
as possible and live for power on the style of the "jungle,” 
where the beast of the greatest strength is King; some 
limit themselves to getting enough to eat and wear;

others, but unfortunately not very many, limit themselves 
not at all but are continually "stretching out,” exploring 
new fields, inaugurating new methods, accomplishing the 
impossible, and generally putting the world on new and 
strong legs to bear the weight of new conditions.

Of the latter class is Hon. W. F. Coaker, President of 
the Fishermen’s Protective Union, who has advanced so 
rapidly in "things accomplished" that the whole political 
and commercial activities of others have appeared to have 
"stood still.” In ten years a new town of Port Union is 
established, one of the finest little electric plants is put in 
operation supplying power that makes the town one of the 
brightest spots in Newfoundland, supplying power that 
runs many elevators in the Big Departmental and Fish 
Stores, supplying heat to many electric "dogs," giving 
power to work the big sledge hammers and other tools in 
the big Shipbuilding Yard and Blacksmith's forge; in ten

years a chain of forty Branch Stores is conducting a busi
ness of over three million dollars annually; in all a mar
vellous achievement, and the result of indomitable energy. 
It is to such activity that man owes his growth, and it is 
by such energy that results which seem impracticable are 
made possible.

The romance of the F.P.U. under Mr. Coaker is a 
record of achievement under difficulties, of obscure be
ginnings and triumphant ends; telling of a man who has 
seized common situations and made them great, who has 
succeeded by dint of indomitable will and inflexible pur
pose. This story is told in the pages of this History. Step 
by step is shown the work that sprang from a little meet
ing in Herring Neck. And the best is yet to come.

Greater opportunities always come to him who forces 
his way against all obstacles ; Mr. Coaker’s way means a 
path of greater responsibility than ever, and the magnitude

and the far-reaching effect of perhaps his greatest work 
for the Country—the Fish Export Regulations—show that 
he is prepared to take hold of the plough and has no in
tention of "looking back.” The opportunity of 1908 
found the man ready, the crying needs of the Sealers and 
Loggers found the man ready in 1914 and after; the big 
crisis of the Great War found the man ready ; against his 
big achievements the faults which petty partizans speak 
of are forgotten.

The President of the F.P.U. has fought his way over 
the road of difficulty and through all sorts of opposition, 
and as there can be no real success without this, it may 
be taken that Mr. Coaker has established the organization 
he heads upon a foundation that is strong and wide enough 
for the great commercial and political structure which he 
had in mind even when he first scanned the proof sheets 
of his first Constitution.

F. P. U. STORE AT WESLEYVILLE.
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CHIEF among the factors that contributed to the success 
of the Fishermen’s Protective Union movement, stands 

the fishermen's paper, The Advocate. In order to bring 
the big Union to its present status, the co-operation of a 
combination of elements was essential; among those, pub
lic expression was an indispensable feature and the neces
sity of this was quickly grasped by President Coaker at 
the outset, and while the Union was still in its infancy 
and in the opening rounds of the big fight for existence,

It has been said that the opponents of the Fishermen’s 
Union failed to make the best of their opportunity, for 
while they scoffed at the idea of a successful issue and 
predicted its early disruption, the Union babe soon dis
carded the swaddling raiment of helpless infancy and 
rapidly developed that virile vigor of the giant that it has 
since proven itself to be in all the trials and vicissitudes 
through which it has passed in its fight for a square deal 
for the country’s producers.

THE HOME OF THE FISHERMEN’S ADVOCATE.

which it has since been forced to wage and out of which 
it has emerged triumphant, The Advocate was launched.

It first made its debut in the journalistic sphere in the 
form of a ten by twelve inch paper but modest as 
was its first appearance the advent of this tiny sheet her
alded the dawn of a new and better day for the workers 
which has since been amply demonstrated.

Since the inception of the Union The Advocate has 
been the friend and official spokesman of the fishermen, 
ventilating their grievances, adjusting differences, expos
ing corrupt practices and generally fighting the toilers’ 
fight in the face of great odds, and it invariably scored the 
winning goal.

The history of the Fishermen's Protective Union,

The Fishermen’s Advocate and Its Mission
cSy RICHARD HIBBS Esq. M.H. A. Manager Union Publishing Co.
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HON. W. F. COAKER (Pres. F.P.U.) 
First Editor.

HON. ALEX. W. MEWS, M.L.C. 
Present Editor.

briefly told, is a decade of unparalleled success. In all the 
achievements which form the sum total of this beneficent 
evolution, The Advocate has been so closely linked and so 
largely instrumental that the history of both must be told 
in the same words; their character and work are identical 
and inseparable.

To be connected with such a work, to have contributed 
even to a very limited degree in the consummation of the 
grand success told in the story of this ten years of union
ism, is to me something to have lived for and something

Dominion, is surely something from which a degree of 
pardonable pride may be derived.

Viewing the progress of the F.P.U. movement from 
a close and interested standpoint gives one a clearer 
vision, and naturally a more intimate knowledge of the 
work of its founder and leader, President Coaker. And 
looking back to-day over a very eventful period, fraught 
with many obstacles, and surrounded with pitfalls design
ed to wreck and destroy, we can clearly realize the truly 
remarkable characteristics of the man, and in my opinion

RICHARD HIBBS, M.H.A. 
Business Manager.

Linotype Operator (Job)—J. T. Long.

from which springs an inspiration to stimulate and support 
my humble efforts in the years that are to come.

To be identified with a movement that has revolu
tionized an industry which forms the bed lock, not only 
of our industrial life, but of our very existence as a

one of his great sustaining virtues, as applied to the move
ment, was his never failing confidence and optimism, as 
well as his farsightedness and indomitable will to over
come and conquer difficulties.

“Thrice armed is he who hath his quarrel just." Presi-
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dent Coaker's great love for this work of emancipation, his 
fitness for the role which he was destined to play and his 
fnm confidence in its ultimate success, all combined to 
enthuse and inspire the toilers and producers who to-day 
comprise the greatest organization in Newfoundland.

And this is why the Union won out. That is why we 
are permitted to rejoice that the tenth milestone has been 
passed in safety "and all is well."

What will the next ten years bring forth? This ques
tion naturally forces itself upon us as we review the his
tory of those years that are past. Years crammed with 
stirring events and bitter struggles with relentless opposi
tion that resented interference with old ideas and long 
established customs and abuses.

out the northern section of the Dominion brought a mes
sage of good cheer and hope to the weary toiler who 
sweated his life out under the galling yoke of a tyrannical 
merchantile system. It helped to arouse a dormant spirit, 
implanting new hopes and new desire?., and in every case 
utterly destroying the subservient idea by creating a new 
social organization.

Where the Union has been established in a majority, 
the people have been wise enough to adapt their social and 
political ideas to the new conditions and it is only by an 
anti-union campaign of misrepresentation on the part if 
those whose personal interests it effects, that its universal 
spread throughout the Dominion has been delayed. It 
is, however, safe to predict that before another ten years

Standing In doorway (left to right)—R. Hibbs (Manager), Geo. M. DeVeer, Pernambuco, Hon. W. F. Coaker (Pres. F.P.U.) 
Standing—W. J. Long, J. T. Long, Hon. Alex. Mews (Editor), H. Brown, W. Learning, Leo. Dillon, F. Boggan, E. Pottles, 

T. J. Ryan, P. Skanes, S. M. James, R. Petten, A. King.
Sitting—W. Brown, R. Watson, M. Dillon.

Now we enter on another stage, the danger point on 
the first lap has been safely navigated, the treacherous 
reefs have been skilfully avoided and if the good old F.P. 
V keeps on the same course in the days that are to come 
there is little to fear as to its future. In the development 
of this evolution The Advocate proudly claims to have 
piayed an important part.

The Fishermen's paper has done more to break down 
the old barriers that stood between the classes and the 
masses, then any other known agency. Its introduction 

among the fishermen in every harbour and hamlet through-

pass the fishermen of the South will have joined with 
their brother toilers of the North in that grand co-operative 
scheme which must result in their mutual advancement 
and finally secure "for every man his own."

Before closing, a word in reference to the develop
ment of the Union Publishing Company’s premises may 
be in order. In the early days of The Advocate our friends 
»ho may have visited the office will remember it as located 
just off the wharf, at that time occupied by the F.P.U. and 
Trading Company. In order to expand and equip our
selves to meet the growing demands of the organization
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it was necessary to secure more suitable and commodious 
quarters, and consequently President Coaker decided in 
1917 to purchase our present office, situated at 240 Duck
worth Street. Being built and fitted for a newspaper and 
job office in 1908, this building is one of the best situated 
in the city. To note the activity of the Union Publishing 
Company, since occupying the new office, one has only to 
walk through the big press room and job department and 
observe the equipment which has been installed during the 
last two years.

With the electrically driven Duplex, Cylinder and 
Platen presses in operation, under the efficient superin
tendency of the press foreman, Mr. W. J. Long, where the 
most neat and artistic jobs, ranging from a business card 
to a coloured plated catalogue is printed the visitor is made

Linotype Operators (Newspaper)—A. King, 
S. James, P. Skanes.

to realize that this branch of Union activity is not behind 
in development.

The job department under its skilled and artistic fore
man. Mr. Allan Sutton, has the reputation of turning out 
the neatest work of any office in the city. It is equipped 
» ith the latest model Linotype, operated by Mr. J. T. Long, 
who operated the first Linotype imported by President 
Coaker. On this floor will be seen the most modern type, 
cabinets, presses, stereotype outfit, stitcher, perforator, 
puncher, stabber .book press and many other articles es
sential to the trade.

The newspaper department is diligently looked after 
by Mr. Edward Pottles and staff on whom devolves the 
responsibility of making up the daily and weekly news
papers. The most important side of a newspaper is its 
editorial management. In this The Advocate is particular

ly fortunate in being under the guidance of the Hon. Alex. 
Mews, whose literary talents are so widely known and who 
has put in such splendid work during the past three years. 
During the recent election campaign The Advocate has 
been singled out, by political opponents as well as sup
porters, as the best campaign paper in the Island, and re
sponsible in no small way, for the great landslide which 
drove the Tories out of political life on November 3rd.

In the city Regatta held in 1919, The Advocate print
ers entered a boat’s crew in the race in which all news
papers took part, and succeeded in winning silver medals 
frr second place, and but for a "tangle" during the race 
would have easily come first.

Future years will no doubt bring many changes and 
improvements with which it will ever be the aim of The 
Advocate to keep pace. Its greatest duty, a duty it owes 
to its friends, patrons and supporters, will never be shirk
ed The great cause for the promotion of which it was 
created, and has since existed, will never be forsaken.

In the future, as in the past, it may be necessary in 
defence of ri"ht and justice, to give and take hard blows, 
'"f so. Thr Advocate will always be found on deck, girded 
and ready for the frav, free, unfettered and untrammelled 
bv any influence free from any allegiance, save that of the 
F shermen’s Protective Union whose official organ it has 
the proud honour to be.

Strengthened and encouraged by the knowledge that 
' e have contributed in some degree to the grand move
ment that has bettered the condition of our countrymen, 
firm in the conviction that our cause is just, we look for- 
1 ard to the future with hope and confidence.

In conclusion we avail of this opportunity to sincerely 
v *>h the Fishermen's Protective Union good luck and God
r'eed.
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THE F. P. U. AN1) ITS LEADER
By T. K. C.

HON. W. F. COAKER is 48 years old, was born at the 
South Side of St. John's. He is the son of the late Wm. 

Coaker, carpenter, son of Jonas Coaker who resided at 
Twillingate but was born in Old Devon. Mr. Coaker has 
one brother living—Mr. J. J. Coaker, an ex-Councillor of 
St. John’s, now Inspector of Public Roads, for St. John's 
East; another brother Edward, famous as an oarsman, died 
in 1901 ; also two sisters—Mrs. Wm. Christian of Hay
ward’s Avenue, and Mrs. J. J. Hodgkin of Stellarton, N.S. 
Mr. Coaker’s mother was Elizabeth Ford, daughter of John 
Ford of the South Side of St. John's. John Ford came 
from Devon about 100 years ago and married Elizabeth 
Ebsary of the Ebsary family, South Side, St. John’s. Mr. 
Coaker's mother died in 1894; his father died in the year 
1900.

At the age of 16 Mr. Coaker was sent by the firm of 
McDougall & Templeton to Pike’s Arm, Herring Neck, to 
manage a small business the firm operated there. In 1895 
he gave up business and engaged at farming on an island 
in the beautiful Dildo Run where for 18 years he lived a 
life close to nature amidst fields, forests, cattle, sheep, on

farmer he went into a wilderness at Coakerville and clear
ed a farm and erected buildings, cutting the logs in winter, 
bringing them to the mills in summer and working the 
lumber into construction work in the fall and spring, aided 
solely by his one helper —Charlie Bryant—who went to 
Coakerville from the Church of England Orphanage to 

ork as a farm boy with M». Coaker. No days have been 
the same to Mr. Coaker as those spent at Coakerville. He 
visits the old spot annually and his notes of his trips de
monstrate v hat an attachment had grown towards the spot 
he snent 18 of his happiest and best years.

The Fishermen’s Protective Union was organized 
formally November 3rd, 1908. During 1909, 1910 and 
1911 Mr. Coaker travelled almost continually holding pub
lic meetings and organizing Councils, and by the end of 
i it M the Districts of Twillingate, Fogo, Bonavista and 
Trinity had been fully covered. During those years Mr. 
Coaker worked without pay or compensation, and collected 
from Councils as he travelled the cost of travelling ex
penses. H:s boarding was always supplied free and halls 
* ere placed at his disposal by the L.O A. and S.U.F. with-

THE HOUSE IN WHICH PRES. COAKER WAS BORN.

the sea and in the runs and tickles that abound in and 
around Coakerville. One has to visit Dildo Run to realize 
its beauty and its attractions to one who studies nature 
and loves the open, free yet strenuous life that all agricul
tural producers must live. The most beautiful spot in all 
Nev foundland is Dildo Run—and anyone visiting that 
Paradise in Nature would soon realize the effect that a 
residence of 18 years in such a spot must have upon an in
telligent and energetic man.

Mr. C. Bryant, now Manager of the Provision Depart
ment of the Trading Company’s business at Port Union, 
spent a dozen years at Coakerville with Mr. Coaker. 
Those who know Mr. Bryant can see quite a similiarity in 
opinions and ideas with those of his life-long friend and 
the foundation of those ideas and opinions might be traced 
to the life of living near to nature for so many years at a 
spot like Dildo Run.

Mr. Coaker was always energetic and enthusiastic and 
did things out of common. He was an ardent church 
worker as a young man, a close student of public affairs 
and wrote articles to daily papers when but a boy. As a

cu charge. The F.P.U. therefore was fully organized 
thout cost to the fishermen and without having a dollar

The years of organizing work were strenuous ones, 
as most of the v ork was performed in the fall, winter and 
s^rinr. Few now realize what v'ork was entailed by the 
or-anring of the F.P.U. during the first five years of its 
c :is‘ence. Mr. Coaker during those years worked on his 
f: m at Coakerville in the summer season and supported 
himself by his work as a farmer.

In 1911 the Trading Company was established and 
Mr. Coaker was paid $50 per month as Manager of the 
Trading Company, that salary being continued up to 1913 
\ hen it was increased to $100 per month, which was all 
the remuneration received by Mr. Coaker at that time for 
all his work. In 1917 the Trading Company shareholders 
gave him an annuity of $1000.00. He receives to-day 
therefore as compensation for his service to the F.P.U., 
Trading Co., Shipbuilding Co., Export Co., Publishing Co. 
and Electric Co. the sum of $2200 a year and the use of a 
house at Port Union. He is therefore a poor man, with
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no banking account. His friend and companion is Mr. C. 
Bryant, who has for eighteen years worked and toiled daily 
with him and who has travelled with Mr. Coaker whenever 
he travelled abroad.

Mr. Coaker is a lover of animals. Many of his pre
sent friends and visitors to Port Union know "Smutty,” 
his pet dog, who is never so content as when he is fondled 
by his master.

Few to-day realize what a fight Mr. Coaker fought 
during the first six years of the Union’s existence. Busi
ness men, peddlers, and travelling agents savagely op
posed his work. Everywhere he had to surmount difficul
ties and obstacles placed in his way by business, corn-

deal in the markets of the world and he will succeed. The 
few disgruntled so called brokers along the street who have 
their offices in their hats and who have been the means of 
destroying the Country’s earning power since 1915 to an 
amount equal to ten million dollars will now be taught 
that a Country’s interest comes before that of a few in
dividuals whose methods of doing business have already 
landed some of them in jail.

The people will back Mr. Coaker in his efforts to 
establish the exporting business on a sound commercial 
basis and secure for the producers of the Country millions 
of dollars that hitherto went into the coffers of foreign 
commercial highway men who have been able to strangle

PRESIDENT COAKER AT THE AGE OF 19.

mercial, financial and political foes—but he fought and 
won. The Advocate was his only defender and protector 
during those years of bitter conflict. Many to-day com
plain about The Advocate’s work in its early years, but 
they forget that Mr. Coaker had to fight the Country and 
Government single handed and his only weapon was The 
Advocate which he edited with such splendid success and 
courage.

Things are different now. He has triumphed over 
every foe and the same spirit and energy that placed the 
fishermen where they belonged and gave them a square 
deal and a strong voice in governing their Country is now 
being utilized to ensure the Trade of the Country a square

our fish exporters on various occasions. Those conditions 
must pass away and the few office-in-hat individuals along 
the street who will be interfered with by the Fish Ex
port Regulations will not deter a man of Mr. Coaker's 
composition, from going ahead, and once and for always 
establishing our fishery export business on a sound com
mercial basis that will protect honest business methods 
and ensure abroad a respect and esteem for Newfoundland 
produce such as will bring honour and prosperity to our 
fishermen and Terra Nova.

Mr. Coaker will do for the Trade what he has already 
done for the Toilers of the Sea—and nothing that small 
or big commercial or political foes will attempt will deter
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him in his efforts to accomplish the almost impossible task 
he has set out to attain. When that task is accomplished, 
the benefits to country and trade accruing from it will be 
another proof that Mr. Coaker desires nothing less and no
thing more than the prosperity of his fellow-countrymen 
and the betterment of the land of his birth.

AS TO THE F.P.U.

One can usually read in the history of every country 
the story of one or more great uplifting movements, which 
have evolutionized or revolutionized the conditions of life 
of its labouring masses. Such movements have invariably 
had for their leaders great men, towering in practical

watched by the great men of the leading nations, who are 
personally acquainted with him.

In 1908, Coaker was but the "backwoodsman,” de
spised, criticised, abused. To-day, there is not an in
dividual in this country but who would take off his hat to 
him and acknowledge him unequalled, in this country, for 
his marvellous accomplishments, for his indomitable pluck 
and energy. In 1908, Coaker was but the Chairman of a 
single Council of the F.P.U. Today, he is the life-elected 
President of 250 Councils, whose rolls are swelling daily; 
is the successful inaugurator and manager of the Union 
Trading, Export, Shipbuilding, Electric Light and Power 
and Publishing Companies; and is, as proven by the 
November elections, the greatest political factor in New-

PRESIDENT COAKER AT THE AGE OF 25.

knowledge, in energy, whole-hearted desire to help others 
and in unselfishness far above their fellowmen.

The Fishermen's Protective Movement has been the 
greatest evolutionizing factor in this country. Its leader, 
W. F. Coaker, has shown himself to be the country's great
est benefactor and the fishermen’s only leader.

Eleven years have now passed since Mr. Coaker left 
picturesque Coakerville and began the mission of his life; 
but his influence and his friends are not now confined to 
that small loyal circle which on November 4th, 1908, 
placed their names first on the long, splendid list of Union 
fishermen. His influence is now, not even confined to Terra 
Nova. It is now almost worldwide. His career has been

foundland.
The election verdict is unmistakable. By majorities 

never before equalled, the people have endorsed the poli
tical and commercial career of Mr. Coaker and have given 
the lie to those who shamefully, and for their own selfish 
ends, sought to belie and belittle him. According to his 
opponents, the F.P.U. had died many months past; its 
Councils were disbanded; its flags were torn down, and 
Union Halls were to be sold at auction. Their President, 
in the most convenient political opinion of Toryism, had 
brought about the Union’s downfall, by his dictatorship 
and, of course, by his failure to agree with their lowdown 
ideas of political conduct.
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Mr. Coaker’s adversaries had evidently forgotten the 
lesson which the northern districts had administered in 
1913, when the Tory press were expressing similar 
opinions. It required a still more impressive defeat in 
1919, and the fishermen were ready, in their extra 
thousands, to show the world that Coaker was their great-

of service, a service wrought by themselves, for them
selves, their homes and country. The Founder of the 
Union always recognised that principle and found joy, 
even amid the turmoils of public life, in doing good to his 
fellow-workei'S. The principle under which he labours has 
been inculcated in the minds and hearts of the thousands

BARN AT COAKERVILLE.
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est hero, that the Union was their dearest strength and 
that Toryism, the Graft gospel of Anti-Unionism, was a 
curse. And not only did the North, the Home of Union
ism, endorse the principles embodied in the F.P.U., the 
West Coast and other sections recognised their justice and 
shook hands, with their kindred masses, in a determined

whom he leads. Good, clean, energetic government can 
result only from the people themselves. Through Mr. 
Coaker the producers have learned that it is essential that 
they take an interest, in their country, an interest livelier 
than merely electing the "stranger” politicians who pro
mised them most and gave them nothing. They know bet-
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PRESIDENT COAKER’S HOME AT COAKERVILLE.

effort to heal old sores on the body politic and lead them
selves in brighter, better walks of social life and social

To those who wish our country well, it is encouraging 
to find that so many many thousands of our people, especi
ally the producers, have come to recognise the principle

ter conditions of life, on land and sea, in the lumber 
woods, the mines arid on the ice-floes can result only by a 
larger voice, on the part of the fishermen, the lumbermen, 
the sealers and miners, in the making of the laws effecting 
their conditions of life. The producers knowing their con
ditions can best improve these: conditions but, to do this,
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they must get a grip on political power, truer and firmer 
than their fathers had, and a standing in commercial life 
sufficiently strong to protect them from the business in
trigue under which their fathers suffered.

For long years, the producers had waited vainly for 
others to help them. Mr. Coaker, through the F.P.U.,

One cannot overestimate the good accruing from the 
Local Councils of the Union. Held every week, attended 
usually by the great majority of electors and young men 
of each settlement, these assemblies afford opportunity for 
debate on matters affecting local and general conditions, 
which debates are usually followed by wise recommenda-

A CORNER AT COAKERVILLE.

taught them they must serve themselves and, in this, was 
the very essence of democracy.

The Newfoundland of to-day is happily different from 
the Newfoundland, prior to 1908. Her people have 
awakened to a tsue sense of their right standing and re
sponsibility in the social, commercial and political life.

tions or decisions. These Councils are great educators. 
The same may be said of the Annual District Councils, 
which combine every matter affecting the different locali
ties, which are brought to the attention of the House of 
Assembly representatives, who are thereby drawn in direct 
contact with their constituents and are enabled to acquaint

THE BARN AT COAKERVILLE.
Her people are swinging unitedly forward on the road of 
Prosperity. The F.P.U. has been the impelling evolution- 
izing force but the F.P.U. has been the outcome of the 
energy, genius, personality and organizing ability of Mr. 
Coaker. Thus, to him, can be ascribed credit for the re
generation of Newfoundland conditions.

I

themselves with matters in a way impossible to repre
sentatives of the pre-1913 period.

The Supreme Convention of the F.P.U. is the most 
representative and democratic body of producers in this 
country. In no other assembly can matters affecting the 
producers and country be discussed so wisely and well.
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The F.P.U. representatives attend the Convention and 
discussions there fit them, admirably for the legislative 
duties in the Assembly. As proof of this we have the Seal
ing Bill, the Lumber-camp Bill, the Local Affairs Act, 
which are sufficient justification, in themselves, for the 
existence of the F.P.U.

Port Union and its subsidiary establishments in the

accrue politically, commercially, socially and educational
ly to the toilers from their Union? We point to past ac
complishments achieved in the face of some of the great
est obstacles ever placed before a leader of men; and we 
remind readers that these original obstacles have been 
overcome and the best of which the producers are capable 
can, under direction of Mr. Coaker, be applied to solve

1

COAKERIVLLE HARBOR.

northern centres speak sufficiently of the success of the 
Union commercial programme and the business ability of 
Mr. Coaker. It has been estimated that $30,000,000 have 
been saved to the toilers through the efforts of Mr. Coak
er; but the value of his work does not consist merely in 
dollars and cents. A new light has dawned upon this

future problems.
As for Mr. Coaker, his works speak for him. To the 

men who stood by him, when he came from the obscurity 
of his northern home, he is the same “Coaker”; the same 
determination and grit is there ; the same indomitable 
character. The cares of responsibility have laid, apparent-

■■■■
ANOTHER VIEW OF DILDO RUN

country. It is the Light of the People’s era, the Light of 
Democracy and Liberty.

And, still, we are only in the morning of the Toilers’ 
Day; though selfish adversaries declared the Union's Sun 
had set.

What does the future hold for the F.P.U.? What will

ly, lightly upon his shoulders. He has added to his tasks 
by undertaking the work of reorganizing the Fisheries 
Department. The scope and efficiency of his efforts, in 
the face of his increasing responsibilities bespeak his giant 
intellect and no one wonders at his magnificent co-opera
tive successes and no one doubts that the toilers will stand 
by him to the last.
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F. P U. PROGRESS, 1909 to 1919
By PRESIDENT COAKER

THE first meeting held by me to establish a Union for 
fishermen and working men was convened at the L. 

U. A. Hall, Herring Neck, which had been loaned to me 
by the L. O. A. Lodge, November 2nd, 1908. That meet
ing was well attended. It was my first attempt to speak 
before the public, and my address was about two hours 
duration. The meeting was a success.

I invited those present to think over what I said and 
attend the second meeting to be held the following night. 
At the second meeting, November 3rd, 1908, after address
ing it for an hour or more 1 invited any who felt like estab
lishing such a Union to remain. Nineteen remained, and 
we decided to establish such a Union. The names of the 
Nineteen will become important as the years pass and in 
order to form a complete record should be included in this 
review. The names are as follows:

W. F. COAKER 
HENRY W. TORRAVILLK 
BENJAMIN TORRAVILLF. 
SAMUEL MILES 
DORMAN TORRAVILLE 
ARCHIBALD MILES 
PATRICK ATKINSON 
EDWARD RICHARDS 
KENNETH WARREN 
JESSE REDDICK

JOHN HUSSEY, JR. 
GARFIELD WOODFORD 
WILLIAM KEARLBY, SR. 
SOLOMON REDDICK 
EDW.N KEARLBY 
THOMAS MILES 
HUBERT WALKINS 
JOHN KEARLEY 
JOSIAH KEARLEY 
JOHN GILLINGHAM

A Constitution was adopted at a subsequent meeting. 
Within a few days about 200 at Herring Neck and Pike's 
Arm had enrolled.

The second Council established was at Pike's Arm, 
the third at Boyd’s Cove. In February 1909 1 started to 
o ganize in Fogo District; Change Islands responded 
splendidly and 58 enrolled at the first meeting. Within 
two weeks after Change Islands meeting, Councils had 
been established at Fogo, Joe Batt s Arm, Seldom, Tilting, 
Carmanville, Indian Islands, Ladle Cove and Musgrave 
Harbor. Doting Cove friends at first worked with Mus
grave Harbor Council, but soon asked for a Council for 
tiieir own settlement. Cat Harbor Council was establish
ed by the Chairman of Musgrave Harbor Council, friend 
Adam Bradley.

Shortly after Fogo District had lined up, 1 visited 
Twillingate, Tizzard’s Harbor, Moreton’s Harbor, Exploits, 
Fortune Harbor, Botwood and New Bay, establishing 
Councils at each place.

In March 1910 1 visited Trinity Bay. Mr. John Loder 
of Snook's Harbor—now deceased—met me at Clarenville 
and accompanied me to Lady Cove, Ireland's Eye, White 
Rock and British Harbor. From British Harbor I passed 
along the North Side of Trinity Bay establishing Councils 
at Bonaventure, Trinity, Port Rexton, Champneys, English 
Harbor, Catalina and Elliston.

I then entered Bonavista District, starting at Bona- 
vista where 1 addressed 1000 men in the big L. O. A. Hall 
and began the work there with a Council of 11 members 
which in six weeks grew into 280. Newman’s Cove, Am
herst Cove, King’s Cove, Keels, Red Cliffe, Indian Arm, 
Princeton, Brooklyn and Jamestown all fell in line and I

returned to Coakerville in the spring much encouraged by 
the visit to the North Side of Trinity Bay and the South 
Side of Bonavista Bay.

In November 1910 I visited Salvage, Salvage Bay, 
Flat Island, St. Brendan’s, Greenspond, Valleyfield, Wes-

HON. W. F. COAKER,
Minister of Marine and Fisheries.

leyville and Newtown, establishing Councils at each har
bor

In December the 3rd Annual Convention was held at 
Greenspond which was attended by over sixty delegates. 
The first Convention was held at Change Islands in De
cember 1909 and was attended by nine delegates. The 
second was held at Catalina and was attended by thirty- 
eight. The fourth Convention was held in 1912 at Bona
vista, which Convention framed the so-called Bonavista 
Platform of the F. P. U. Party. Bonavista Convention 
was attended by 160 delegates and was a great success.

1913 brought the General Elections. The F. P. U. 
formed forces with the Liberals under Sir R. Bond and
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placed Union Candidates as follows: One in Twillingate, 
one in Fogo, three in Bonavista, two in Trinity, one in 
Bay de Verde and one in Port de Grave. We returned 
eight out of nine. Our influence was paramount in return
ing in addition one in St. Barbe, 2 in Twillingate, one in 
Trinity and one in Bay de Verde. The result of the 1913 
election gave Sir E. P. Morris 21 seats, Sir R. Bond 15 
seats. Sir R. Bond resigned his seat just before the Legis
lature met in 1914 and gave as a reason that he could not 
be a party to allowing the fishermen’s interests to control 
Parliament, as he regarded the F. P. U. as one big cor
poration. The truth is he was disgusted to find Union in
fluence returning 13 out of his 15 seats and he was jealous 
of the influence of the President of the F. P. U. He re
tired without considering party, country or friends who 
stood by him, and the Liberal-Union Party came into be
ing with Mr. James Kent—now Judge Kent—as its Leader. 
Mr. Kent accepted a seat on the Supreme Court Bench 
from Sir E. P. Morris in 1916 and Dr. W. F. Lloyd was 
selected Leader to succeed Mr. Kent.

In 1917 a National Government was formed embrac-

The Country prospered under the National Govern
ment Fish was sold in 1918 at $15.70 for Labrador soft 
at.d $16.00 for shore, and the fishermen became prosper
ous and independent. When the price of fish is high the 
country must become prosperous, consequently all classes 
of the community reaped the benefits which flowed from 
$15.00 fish.

A Conscription Act was passed in the spring of 1918 
and although much opposition greeted its enactment it 
turned out to be the most glorious action of the National 
Government, and when the war closed the following 
November every lover of Liberty wore a smile of recog
nition of the part Newfoundland played in aiding the 
Mother Country in her greatest hour of need. Newfound
land gave 1200 of her noblest sons to uphold the flag of 
Freedom and Liberty. Not one conscript trod the soil of 
France, as the war was ended before they reached France. 
1000 volunteers enlisted as soon as the Government an
nounced its intention to pass a Conscription Act and while 
most of those volunteers reached France and even Ger
many, very few of them were called upon to make the 
Supreme Sacrifice.

HON. W. W. HALFYARD, 
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs. 

Member for Trinity.
SOL. SAMSON, ESQ., 

Member for Twillingate.

W. B. JENNINGS, ESQ., 
Minister of Public Works. 

Member for Twillingate.

ing all the Liberal-Union Party and the followers of Sir 
E. P. Morris. Halfyard and myself—F. P. U. members— 
accepted seats in the Executive Council of the National 
Government and the portfolios of Colonial Secretary and 
Marine and Fisheries were given to F. P. U. members.

1 declined to take office as head of the Department of 
Fisheries and recommended J. G. Stone for the position. 
In January 1918 Sir E. P. Morris resigned the position of 
Pinne Minister, which resignation necessitated the for
mation of a new Administration, and Dr. Lloyd became 
Prime Minister of the National Government. Messrs. 
Gibbs, Bennett and Squires withdrew from the Executive 
and Dr. Lloyd decided to make the Executive nine instead 
of twelve. Sir E. P. Morris had, when arranging the 
National Government, increased the Executive Council 
from nine to twelve.

In 1916 the F. P. U. Convention resolved to raise 
fifty recruits to go forward in the place of President Coak- 
er, who stated he considered it his duty to do his bit to 
help the Empire, although 46 years of age. The F. P. U. 
Convention considered the President could aid the Empire 
and Country best by remaining at home offered to raise 50 
young men to take the President’s place at the front. 
Seventy-eight enlisted as Coaker Recruits, and did service 
in the trenches in France. Twelve of those brave heroes 
made the Supreme Sacrifice and their bones lie with the 
millions who rest in the soil of France. The names of the 
78 recruits will be found on another page of this book. 
The twelve who did not return, whose graves are scattered 
over Northern France and Belgium, will forever be re
membered by the members of the F. P. U. Their names
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R. HIBBS, ESQ., 
Member for Fogo.

JOHN ABBOTT, ESQ., 
Member for Bonavista.

CAPT. GEORGE JONES 
Member for Twillingate.

R. G. WINSOR, ESQ., 
Member for Bonavista.

ARCH. TARGETT, ESQ 
Member for Trinity.
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3371 WILLIAM COAKER CHRISTIAN. St. John's.
3425 PIERCE PARSONS. Lumsden, Fogo.
240 ADOLPHUS LOCKE. Pilley's Island. N.D.B.
8404 A. H. PITTMAN. Pilley’s Island. N.D.B.
3488 HERBERT A. HOUSE. Twillingate.
3389 E. FROUDE. Old Perlican
3372 W. J. STRATTON. Valleyfield. B.B.
3544 NEVILLE SAMSON. Flat Islands. B.B.
3838 DOL. J. STUCKLESS. Comfort Cove, N.D.B.
3542 FRED. J. WHITE. Princeton. B.B.
3525 Al F. E. QUINTON. Southern Bay. B.B.
3703 GEORGE POMEROY. Catalina.

At Port Union a church is being erected which will 
be called the Church of the "Holy Martyrs" and will be 
dedicated to the memory of the twelve Coaker Recruits 
who fell in France. A coloured glass window will be 
erected to the memory of each hero. One of the recruits 
was William Coaker Christian—nephew of President 
Coaker—who enlisted when but seventeen, and died Octo-

dcnt Coake Hon. President of the F. P. U. for life, he 
having the right to preside over the Annual Conventions.

In May 1916 work was started to construct a Union 
mercantile premises at Port Union, which was to be the 
property of the Fishermen’s Union Trading Company. A 
Union Electric Light and Power Company was also form
ed and work was started to construct a plant to supply the 
new town with motive power and light and to extend it to 
Binavista and Elliston. The electric plant paved the way 
for the success of the business venture of the Trading 
Company. The power was turned on for the first time 
l-ebruary 1918, and all the industrial works at Port Union 
are operated with electricity. The line is being construct
'd to Bonavista and a large proportion of the buildings at 
Ronavista have been wired. The current to Bonavista will 
be turned on next June and the power line will be con
tinued to Elliston.

In 1916 a Union shipbuilding plant was established by 
a Union Company at Port Union on the premises of the 
Trading Company, and has turned out a success under the 
supervision of Capt. James Jones, a noted ship-builder 
from Little Bay Islands. Up to the present the following

GEORGE F. GRIMES. ESQ., M. BOWN, JOB WORNELL.
Secretary of the F.P.U. Pool’s Island, B.B. Greenspond.

ber 26th, 1918, from wounds received October 14th—the 
day our hero Ricketts won the V.C. The bones of this 
noble boy rest in the Military Cemetery at Boulogne. He 
died at the British Hospital there, and I visited his grave 
last February during my visit to the battlefields of France, 
as our readers will note when reading the notes concern
ing this trip published elsewhere in this book.

In 1913 the 5th Annual Convention of the F. P. U. 
was held in St. John’s after the General Elections, and was 
attended by 180 delegates and was a great success. In 
1914 the 6th Annual Convention was held at Catalina and 
was attended by 200 delegates. The Conventions of 1915, 
1916 and 1917 were also held at Catalina and were well 
attended.

The 10th Annual Convention was held in November 
1918 at Port Union, it being considered that no more 
fitting place could be selected to celebrate the ten years 
work of the Union. The Convention was a great success 
and was attended by 200 delegates. In recognition of the 
great services of the President to the F. P. U. during the 
ten years of its existence, it was resolved to make Presi-

ships have been launched:
"Fisherman," 138 tons; "Nina L. C." 408 tons; “Min- 

tie." 125 tons; "F. P. Union," 84 tons—an auxiliary 
schooner used as a coaster by the Trading Company; 
"President Coaker," 304 tons, and a fishing schooner 70 
ions. The keels will shortly be laid for two tern schooners 
of 150 tons each to be built for the Trading Company.

The Trading Company plant at Port Union is without 
’ ubt the largest and most up to date in Newfoundland 
nnd already a population of 400 persons secure a living 
from the operations at Port Union. Photo cuts of the pre
mises will be found else» here in this book, which speak 
for the progress of the last three years at Port Union.

The Trading Company started business in 1911 with 
$8000.00 capital, it now operates 35 branch stores, 30 of 
v hich are the property of the Trading Company and most
ly newly constructed, modern mercantile premises. The 
paid up capital of the Company is $225,000.00. The Com
pany carries a Reserve Fund of $250,000.00. 4n addition 
an affiliated Company- The Union Export Company—has 
a paid up capital of $80,000.00. The Union Electric Light
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and Power Company has a paid up capital of $50,000.00. 
The Union Shipbuilding Company has a paid up capital of 
$25,000.00. The Trading Company has also sold Bonds to 
the value of $100,000.00 and carries deposits of the mem
bers to the value of $200,000.00.

The F. P. U. also operates a Publishing Company 
which publishes the Fishermen's Union organ —The Advo
cate—which represents another investment of $60,000.00.

An investment of $1,000,000.00 has subsequently
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lice The Reid Nfld. Company influences were arrayed 
against Port Union and our connection with their system 
was most unsatisfactory. A. B. Morine was" given a free 
hand by the Executive to dislocate Port Union traffic and 
ci t off coastal connection of the Trading Company by tak- 
ng away the “Clyde" and "Dundee" from the Port Union 
route, which route gave Port Union connection with 
eighteen Union harbors operating a Union business. The 
"Dundee" was allowed to call at Bonavista, but prohibited

F-P-U

THOS. J. BURTON, BAY DE LEAU, P.B.

been made by the members of the F.P.U. in its business 
enterprises, and great success has resulted.

The advent to power of the Anti-Union Government, 
led by Sir M. P. Cashin but dominated by A. B. Morine, 
demonstrated to what extent some men were willing to go 
i order to wipe out the fishermen’s investment of $1,000,- 
000.00 at Port Union. An attack of the most vile and un
principled type was made upon the Trading Company in 
the House of Assembly by A. B. Morine, Minister of Jus-

from calling at Port Union, a distance of 20 miles from 
Bonavista. The "Prospero" was not permitted to call at 
Port Union, although Port Union had no direct connection 
with Green Bay or the Treaty Shore. The "Earl of Dev
on" was not allowed to make Port Union a port of call. 
The "Susu" w as allowed to call once or twice ; she was 
filled to the hatches with freight from St. John’s and the 
Trading Company had to take piles of freight placed on 
the piers back to the stores, there being no space available.
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St. John’s interests were large enough to secure large 
subsidies from the Treasury to accommodate trade de
mands per "Prospère," "Susu," “Earl of Devon" and the 
Reid system, but it was considered but right that Port 
Union with a three million dollar business should be de
barred and the whole monopolized by St. John’s interests.

he wishes of the Northern Bays were ignored and the 
Fishermen’s Union investments could go to kingdom come 
so far as its claims to public facilities were concerned.

J. PETERS, F.P.U. CLERK, TILTING.

The Northern Bays have suffered in silence for years 
because of unfair treatment at the hands of the Govern
ment and the Trade. The Districts of Trinity, Bonavista, 
Fogo and Twillingate represents 21,000 voters and returns 
ten members to the House of Assembly. Conception Bay 
represents 11,000 voters and returns nine men. Why 
should 100 voters in Conception Bay be as good as 150 
voters in the North ? There must be a re-adjustment of 
seats and a vote North must be as good as a vote in Con
ception Bay or Ferryland District. The Northern people 
must be permitted to work out their own destiny as they 
consider best, without advice or interference of outside 
influences.

The result of the elections demonstrate clearly that 
the F. P. U. movement has come to stay and the people 
intend to stand by Coaker and his trade evolution at Port 
Union. Every possible facility must be granted. Im
provements must be assisted and supported. The plans 
of the F. P. U. Conventions so far as they affect the Nor
thern Bays must be carefully considered by the powers 
that be, as those Conventions speak for the North.

The vote in Bonavista, Trinity, Fogo and Twillingate 
is a complete endorsement of Mr. Coaker’s plans to give 
the whole North connection with the Union headquarters

at Port Union. If ever the electorate in Union Districts 
cast a vote of confidence in a public man, his work and 
proposals, that confidence was voted November 3rd in 
Coaker, his work and proposals, as set forth at Union 
Conventions and in the Press over his signature.

The issue in Trinity and Bonavista Districts was: Will 
you support treachery and ingratitude to Coaker and the 
F. P. U.? Will you endorse Morine’s plot to kill Coaker- 
ism, which is Unionism for fishermen? Will you vote con
fidence in Coaker by returning the F. P. U. men or will 
you vote want of confidence in Coaker by returning trait
ors and enemies of him and the F. P. U.? Will it be 
Coaker or Stone? Will it be Coaker or Morine? And the 
answer comes back so emphatic as to make it almost un
believable. Trinity Bay says Coaker by 3768 votes, Bona- 
x ista says Coaker by 3732 votes, while Stone’s friends to 
the number of 1185 say No, and Morine’s heelers to the 
number of 1455 says No, and two-thirds of those No’s were 
paid and bribed to vote No from money taken from the 
Treasury and handed out as individual grants for private 
purposes.

I feel proud of the astonishing confidence placed in 
me by the F. P. U. Districts—out of twelve Union Candi
dates placed in the field November 3rd, eleven were vic
torious. George Grimes was turned down by Port de 
Grave, not because they lacked confidence in his honesty 
or integrity, but because some of his friends were more 
interested in their individual, personal interests then they 
were in the interests of their Country and their fellow-

The dazzling of private favors and the intoxication 
which flows where unscruplous men are ever ready to

CATCHING CAPLIN.

multiply promises; where merit is considered, folly and 
integrity madness, trapped a few men in Port de Grave 
and George Grimes had to give way; but in the Union 
Districts of Trinity, Bonavista, Fogo, Twillingate and St. 
Barbe, principle guided the electors and Right triumphed.

In districts which has seen the light of the F. P. U. 
and had not kept it burning brightly, the old spirit of Right 
prevailed and they recognized that the New Gospel in 
politics was their safest guide.
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Bay de Verde had received benefits from Unionism 
and A. E. Hickman was chosen as their friend in 1913. 
He no sooner was made a M.H.A. than he set out to de
stroy the organization that had made him a public man. 
He picked out the best and most intelligent Union leaders 
at each place and secured their good will by appointing 
them agents to purchase fish. This being done his next 
step was to create a lack of interest and confidence in their 
duty as Unionists. Gradually he secured several of the 
leading men as buyers of fish, and being Hickman’s agents 
they soon forgot about Union meetings or Councils. Hick
man worked to make himself independent of the F. P. U. 
and when he considered himself safe, he showed his un
grateful teeth and crawled into the bosom of men he hated 
in order to destroy the organization that for ten years had 
compelled him to pay from fifty cents to a dollar more for 
fish than he would have paid if no Union existed. He 
backed Cashin and Morine in order to assassinate the 
thing he dreaded, which they called Coakerism. He 
recured from Cashin the promise that Crosbie would not 
be allowed to appeal to Bay de Verde as a Government 
Candidate and that Hickman should lead the Government 
ticket in that district. Cashin consented, as Hickman’s

Bond carried 32 seats out of 36 by II ,000 majority against 
Morineism—only two candidates lost their nomination in 
that fight. On November 3rd 12 candidates lost their 
nomination fees. The voice of the People must be re
spected and woe be to him of the Liberal Reform Party 
who heeds not the wishes of his constituents whose verdict 
on November 3rd wiped out Tory Rule for at least 25 
years to come.

Reforms must be instituted that the electorate has 
been longing for; changes drastic and far-reaching must 
be accomplished. The air we now breathe pleads for re
forms and the institution of new ideas and maxims. New
foundland has not been asleep as a close observer can 
realize when studying the F.P.U. movement and the steady 
evolution it is responsible for in transferring the com
mercial and political power from the few to the many.

There must be reasonable changes. The people must 
not lose their heads and demand impossibilities. I am no 
believer in the methods of revolution but I do believe in 
the methods of evolution and sad will be the condition of 
any people that believe revolution to be the cure for all 
the ills our present civilization is responsible for. In 
Newfoundland during the next four years great develoo-

A PORTION OF DILDO RUN.

vote, if against, would have ousted him from forming a 
Government, and Hickman numbered himself with the 
traitors and arrayed himself with the enemies of Union
ism But he, like other traitors, failed to accomplish his 
purpose. Bay de Verde electors were not all purchasable 
and treacherous and Cave and LeGrow were received as 
the representatives of clean Government and enemies of 
ti eachery. Hickman received his just desserts and never 
again will a district trust A. E. Hickman.

Hickman succeeded in obtaining the support of an 
officer of the F. P. U. whose conduct has been under sus
picion for a year past. He became an agent for Hickman 
purchasing fish and did his utmost to return Hickman on 
November 3rd. Like other traitors such as Jack Stone, 
Sam Wells of Salmon Cove, A. A. French, Lewis Little, 
E. J. Womell, A. Hoffe, A. Yates, Jabez Winsor, Sidney 
Hill, Allan Hudson, and others, a troubled conscience and 
a feeling of contempt for his conduct is the compensation 
derived by the once esteemed official of the F.P.U. re
ferred to.

The majority of 30,000 cast on November 3rd against 
Toryism and Cashin ism has demonstrated once more that 
the people cannot always be fooled. In 1900 Sir Robert

ment and progress will 1 hope materialize. I can see in 
my mind's eye two or three large industrial undertakings 
as large as Grand Falls being successfully established.

I see a new railroad much more efficient and much 
more compentently operated which will adequately meet 
the freight and passenger traffic of the country. I see a 
large plant operating at Bay of Islands, anothei at Bishop’s 
Falls, another on the West Coast and one at Glovertown. 
I see Bell Island mining 100 per cent more ore and em
ploying an additional thousand men. I see the advent of 
a thousand or two families from Europe to turn the wheels 
of industrial progress. 1 see fishermen better off than 
ever, securing fair prices, banking considerable annual 
balances. 1 see the trade prosperous and business more 
stable than ever known before or dreamt of even 10 years 
ago. I see education flourishing with the attendance at 
schools added to by thousands of children. I see a fine 
fleet of new sealing steamers, uniform in size and speed, 
heading for the northern patch, guided and directed by 
wireless from a dirigible airship attending the fleet. I see 
the extern districts and Labrador brought within almost 
daily touch with the center of trade and administration 
by air mail service.
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1 see Port Union flourishing and multiplying—with an 
increase of 300 per cent in population with several indus
trial plants. I see during the four fall months cargoes of 
cod leaving Port Union almost daily—some propelled by 
sail, others by steam and motor. 1 see the North, 
South and West served by a coastal service sufficient and 
modern that the country will feel proud of. A service that 
will be the lungs of the coast in summer and the heart of 
the seal fishery in spring that will bring its 120,000 seals 
annually. 1 see the Fisheries Department easily the most 
important and productive of all public departments with 
trade agents in every fish market, with many additional 
markets taking our produce, with a Scientific Research 
Service that will enable Newfoundland to know as much 
about her fisheries as Norway knows about hers. 
I see the King's Brand on all fish leaving our ports for 
market—a brand that will cause the world to respect the 
food exports of Newfoundland. 1 see a local improvement 
in the cure of fish brought about by a standard cull. 1 see 
the fishermen striving to make his produce the best pos
sible in order to secure the highest price for the prime 
article. I see the trade united, closely co-operating, work
ing in harmony and successfully demonstrating to the 
world that there need be no doubts about the quality of

rampant during the past few years in matters of puoi 
concern. Demoralizing influences have held sway, for 
many years in several districts of the country and those 
influences must be destroyed. Who will assist in so doing?

A most dangerous situation has presented itself in 
many parts of the country by the local manufacture of a 
poisonous liquor. In Bonavista Bay recently three deaths 
have occurred directly attributable to the use of this dan
gerous and illegal drink. It is being used by women as 
well as men and the effect upon the children that will be 
born by mothers addicted to the use of this cursed drink 
will remain with the children while life lasts. This evil must 
be eradicated sternly and firmly, and in the interest of 
the coming generation and the health of the people. The 
Prohibition Act might be modified and another system ar
ranged that would cut out the issuing of doctors' prescrip
tions, providing a supply of stimulants, but preventing 
their abuse. Something must be done to stamp out the 
manufacture and use of "moonshine,” and when the Leg
islature so modify the Prohibition Act there must be no 
mercy shown to those who manufacture and use "moon-

I ask fishermen who has so far followed and trusted 
me to carefully consider my warning about the awful re-

Wri

F.P.U. PREMISES AT SELDOM.

fish exports. I see commercial matters resting on a stable 
foundation transacting business on a solid business basis 
that will receive the approbation of all countries we trade 
with.

1 see the salt supply made a Government monopoly, 
operated for the sole benefit of the fishermen and the cure 
of fish. With salt selling at a figure that will leave no 
margin of profit and will leave no fishermen short of a 
supply at all seasons. 1 see a fleet of auxiliary vessels be
longing to the trade transporting our produce to Brazil, 
and other South American countries, Italy, Greece, and 
the Balkans. I see 25 per cent of the cod catch exported 
frozen and large quantities of salmon, lobsters, turbot and 
halibut leaving our shores in refrigeratoring ships, while 
thousands of tons of fish offal will be utilized as fertilizer 
or feed for cattle. I see also a bunch of disgruntled op
ponents reaping what they sowed the past ten years—dis
credited, impotent, and unavailing—who will probably at
tempt to thwart me and the Government in our progres
sive proposals but who will succeed in finding themselves 
in smaller pieces in 1923 than they proved to be in 1919.

1 hope every man—every elector—will place coun
try’s interest first in every transaction during the coming 
four years. I ask all who love Newfoundland to encour
age Right and trample on the foes of Right that have been

suits from the use of "moonshine” and make up their minds 
now to use it no more and to exert all their influence to 
persuade their friends and neighbours to abstain entirely 
from using this most dangerous and cursed drink. Any 
doctor or clergyman will, if he is honest with himself, 
bear out my statements in this respect and if you value 
your health and especially the health of your children you 
will never allow this stuff to enter your body and on no 
account allow a woman to use it. The offspring of a 
woman who drinks this liquor will be born blind or if not 
bom blind, blindness will surely eventually be the doom of 
that child. Once more men and women 1 ask you to fol
low my advice—“Never drink Moonshine."

I must apologize for not writing more fully about a 
matter 1 know so much about—the F.P.U.—but you will 
I trust consider that it is no easy matter now for me to de
vote an hour or two to writing as my hours are all oc
cupied by day and I am tempted to rest in the evenings 
when I can really have one to myself—which is not often.

This book is intended as a record of F.P.U. proceed
ings. The records of new organizations are often destroy
ed or neglected and are lost, hence I have attempted to 
collect the important records in order to permit our chil
dren and their children to know and study the early pro
gress of our organization.




