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PRESS RELEASE

INFORMATION DIVISION
DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
OTTAWA - CANADA

FOR RELE:SE ON FEBRUARY 2, 1950, AT 11:00 A.M.

‘February 2, 1950.

The following account of the incidents that took place in Prague
on Januzry 17 end 18, after which Sergeant Danko end Corperzl Vanier were
withdrawn from Czechcslovekia, is drawn from the reports of the Canadian
Charge d'Affaires, lir. John A, Irwin, the Canadizn Air Attache, Group Captsin
R. &, Cameron, and the two men themselves.

On the afterncon of January 17, when Sergeant Denko left his
apartment house with his wife, he saw at the street door three roughly-
dressed and threatering-loocking individuals who seemed to be taking con-
siderable interest in him. He did not kncw vwho they were but fezred some
trouble for himself. Vhen he returned home later in the afternoon he tock
the precaution of having with him Corporel Venier ond another member of
the Legntion staff. The three men he had seen befure he now found inside
the building in front of his apartment door. He esked them if they were
police end what they were doing there. They replied thet they were not
pclice end were waiting to see a lewyer who lived on the szme flocr. They
asked for ho identification and offered none; nor when asked would they
identifyy thenselvesga

That evening at 8:30 Danko and Vanier were in the Danko apart-
rent with Mrs. Danko and a porty of four ladies. About 9 o'clock they
left the flat. MMrs. Daenko wes left behind in the apartment. At the door
of the epartment house one of a watching trio accosted the leading peir
end spoke in Czech, apparently easking for identification cards. One of
the men was ill-advised enough to ley a hend on a girl in the party. Venier
demanded to see the ran's own identification papers and when he would not
produce them but insisted on interfering, Venier brushed hinm eside. This
caused hin to stywble and fall, Venier pulled him up by the coat and
warned hinm to make off, vwhich he and his companions did. The latter did
not cffer to interfere in sny way. The nan's coact was torn, but so little
disturbance was czused by his fell that Sergeant Danko, who was standing
nearby, did not kncw of the fall until he was later told by Vanier.

On the following day, Januery 18, Sergeent Danko left the Canediean
Legotion at about 5:00 pem.- to go home., i&s he drove up in front of his
epartnent house a number of tough-looking individuels appezred, whereupon
Danko prudently returned to the Legaticn. The Charge d'Affeires, the Air
Attache und another officer of the Legation then accompanied Sergeant Danko
to his apartment before vhich they found gathered on the street a sxc
crovd cf men, with whom wes one uniformed policeman, They stopped oand
questicned the policeman and learned that there was some question of
Venier having torn the coat of cne of the men during the incident of the
previous eveninge.
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The Canadian party then withdrew again taking Danko with them.
Lzter in the evening at about 10:30 p.m. the Air Attache returned to the
Danko azpartment tringing Denko and Venier with him. There was at that
time one wniformed policemzn on the street but no oné else in evidence,

A little later when the Air Attoche descended from seeing Danko
to his zpartment on the fifth flocr, he found a number of watchers, per-
haps ter in all, tucked into various corners of the corridors. He then
went to a nearby police station where he complained about this apparently
hostile body of wnidentified persons and asked for some police protection
for Dankc, The ettitude of the peolice was uncooperative but they finelly
assured the Air Attoche that some cne would be immediately 1rstructed to
lock into the matters

However, by the next dey, Jonuary 19, the number of un-
uniformed watchers in Danko's cpartment building had cougiderably in-
creased. .

Neither from their dress, words or acticns did the individuals
invclved in these incidents appear to have any officiel authority. At no
tirg ¥es.there SOy us§ SE. dlqnluv of firecras., Nelther of the

During the forenocn of Januery 19 the Czechoslovzk Ministry of
Foreign Affairs delivered to the Canadien Legation a note demanding that
Danko and Vanier leave Czechoslovakia within 12 hours, cn the grcund that
their behaviour represented sn "abuse of hospitality".

So fer os the Canadien staff in Pregue is concerned, this
incident was the climax of e series of steps taken by the Czech Government
during the past few weeks. They were &1l aimed, without any well-founded
reason, at crbarrassing the normal routine and work of the Canedian
Legation.,

Last October, of two loczlly employed members of the Cansdien
Legetion, thenselves Czechs, one was suddenly errested, the other denied
pernission to continue working with the Legation, both without good cause
given,

Early in January Sergeaut Danko was accused without z shadow of
evidence of orgunizing espionage and of paying "considerzble sums" for
information., As was cnnounced earlier, he was declared persona non grata
and requested to leave Czechoslovekia "within a reasonzble time".

This was followed by the incidentc involving Sergeant Danko and
Corporal Venier recounted above. After rezding the reports of the Cancdicn
officials in Prague und hearing the account given by the two Canadian
N.C.0.!'s, the Canadien Government is convinced thzat the charges are false
snd that the interference with Danko and Venier was deliberzate,

On Jenuary 23 the Czech Charge d'Affaires in Ottawa was asked to
call ot the Department of Externel Affairs. Mr. Klimn was then informed
by the Under-Secretery that this interference with the Canadian staff in
Prague was wholly wnwarrented. He was requested to ascertain fronm his
Governnent if it was their intention deliberately to embarress the work of

the Canadien Legation in Progue. No reply has been received to this inquiry.

In the circumstznces, the Government approved yesterday the im-
nediete despatch to the Czechoalovckian Charge dl'iffaires in Ottawa of a

note requirin:, tht two necbers of the stzff of the
Legation o . lenve Cenada within seven days from the
delivery of the note.
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. The tvo employecs in quo tlon sre Hubo Bohounek, clerk to the
Comnereinl Attache, cnd Richerd Pergmenn; bookkoopors




