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UNITED NATIONS

1. international Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(16 December 1966)

2. Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights ( 16 December 1966)
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Article 30

irrespective of the notifications made under article 26, paragraph 5, the
Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States referred to in
paragraph 1 of the same article of the following particulars:

(a) Signatures, ratifications and accessions under article 26;

(b) The date of the entry into force of the present Covenant under
article 27 and the date of the entry into force of any amendments under

article 29.

Article 31

1. The present Covenant, of which the Chinese, English, French, Rus-
sian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives

of the United Nations.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit certified
copies of the present Covenant to all States referred to in article 26.

3. International Covenant on Civil and Political rights

Adopted and optaed for signature, ratiJkarloa and accession by General Aueatlly
«solution 2200 A(XXt) of 16 December 1966

ENTRY INTO roucE: 23 March 1976. in accordance wiih anicle 49

PREAMBLE

The States Parties to the present Covenant.

Considering that, in accordance with the principles proclaimed in the
Charter of the United Nations, recognition of the inherent dignity and of the
equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foun-
dation of freedom, justice and peace in the world.

Recognizing that these rights derive from the inherent dignity of the

human person,

Recognizing that, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of
Human rights, the ideal of free human beings enjoying civil and political
freedom and freedom from fear and want can only be achieved if conditions
are created whereby everyone may enjoy his civil and political rights, as well
as his economic, social and cultural rights.
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Considering the obligation of States under the Charter of the United
Nations to promote universal respect for, and observance of, human rights
and freedoms,

Realizing that the individual, having duties to other individuals and
to the community to which he belongs, is under a responsibility to strive for
the promotion and observance of the rights recognized in the present
Covenant,

Agree upon the following articles:

PART I

Article 1
I. All peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that

right they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their eco-
nomic, social and cultural development.

2. All peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural
wealth and resources without prejudice to any obligations arising out of
international economic co-operation, based upon the principle of mutual
benefit, and international law. In no case may a people be deprived of its own
means of subsistence.

3. The States Parties to the present Covenant, including those having
responsibility for the administration of Non-Self-Governing and Trust Ter-
ritories, shall promote the realization of the right of self-determination, and
shall respect that right, in conformity with the provisions of the Charter of the
United Nations.

PART Il

Article 2
1. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to respect and

to ensure to all individuals within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction
the rights recognized in the present Covenant, without distinction ofany kind,
such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion,
national or social origin, property, birth or other status.

2. Where not already provided for by existing legislative or other
measures, each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take the
necessary steps, in accordance with its constitutional processes and with the
provisions of the present Covenant, to adopt such legislative or other meas-
ures as may be necessary to give effect to the rights recognized in the present
Covenant.
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3. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes: 

(a) To ensure that any person whose rights or freedoms as herein recog-

nized are violated shall have an effective remedy, notwithstanding that the 

violation has been committed by persons acting in an official capacity; 

(b) To ensure that any person claiming such a remedy shall have his right 

thereto deterrnined by competent judicial, administrative or legislative 

authorities, or by any other competent authority provided for by the legal 

system of the State, and to develop the possibilities of judicial remedy; 

(c) To ensure that the competent authorities shall enforce such remedies 

. when granted. 

Article 3 

The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to ensure the equal 
right of men and women to the enjoyment of all civil and political rights set 

forth in the present Covenant. 

A rticle  4 

I. In time of public emergency which threatens the life of the nation and 

the existence of which is officially proclaimed, the States Parties to the present 

Covenant may take measures derogating from their obligations under the 
present Covenant to the extent strictly required by the exigencies of the 

situation, provided that such measures are not inconsistent with their other 

obligations under international law and do not involve discrimination solely 

on the ground of race, colour, sex, language, religion or social origin. 

2. No derogation from articles 6, 7, 8 (paragraphs 1 and 2), 11, 15, 16 

and 18 may be made under this provision. 

3. Any State Party to the present Covenant availing itself of the right of 
derogation shall immediately inform the other States Parties to the present 

Covenant, through the intermediary of the Secretary-General of the United - 
Nations, of the provisions from which it has derogated and of the reasons by 

which it was actuated. A further communication shall be made, through the 

same intermediary, on the date on which it terminates such derogation.. 

Article 5 

I. Nothing in the present Covenant may be interpreted as implying for 

any State, group or person any right to engage in any activity or perform any 

act aimed at the destruction of any of the rights and freedoms recognized 

herein or at their limitation to a greater extent than is provided for in the 

present Covenant.  
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2. There shall be no restriction upon or derogation from any of the 
fundamental human rights recognized or existing in any State Party to the present Covenant pursuant to law, conventions, regulations or custom on the 
pretext that the present Covenant does not recognize such rights or that it recognizes them to a lesser extent. 

PART  III 

Article 6 
1. Every human being has the inherent right to life. This right shall be protected by law. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life. 
2. In countries which have not abolished the death penalty, sentence of death may be imposed only for the most serious crimes in accordance with the law in force at the time of the commission of the crime and not contrary to the provisions of the present Covenant and to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. This penalty can only be carried out pursuant to a final judgement rendered by a competent court. 
3. When deprivation of life constitutes the crime of genocide, it is understood that nothing in this article shall authorize any State Party to the present Covenant to derogate in any way from any obligation assumed under the provisions of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. 
4. Anyone sentenced to death shall have the right to seek pardon or commutation of the sentence. Amnesty, pardon or commutation of the sen-tence of death may be granted in all cases. 
5. Sentence of death shall not be imposed for crimes committed by 

persons below eighteen years of age and shall not be carried out on pregnant women. 

6. Nothing in this article shall be invoked to delay or to prevent the abolition of capital punishement by any State Party to the present Covenant. 

Article 7 
No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. In panicular, no one shall be subjected without his 

free consent to medical or scientific experimentation. 

Article 8 
I. No one shall be held in slavery; slavery and the slave-trade in all their forms shall be prohibited. 
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2. No one shall be held in servitude.

3. (a) No one shall be required to perform forced or compulsory

labour;
(b) Paragraph 3 (a) shall not be held to preclude, in countries where

imprisonment with hard labour may be imposed as a punishment for a crime,
the performance of hard labour in pursuance of a sentence to such punish-

ment by a competent court;

(c) For the purpose of this paragraph the term "forced or compulsory
labour" shall not include:

(i) Any work or service, not referred to in subparagraph (b), normally
required of a person who is under detention in consequence of a
lawful order ofa court, or ofa person during conditional release from

such detention;

(ii) Any service of a military character and, in countries where conscien-
tious objection is recognized, any national service required by law of
conscientious objectors;

(iii) Any service exacted in cases of emergency or calamity threatening
the life or well-being of the community;

(iv) Any work or service which forms part of normal civil obliga-

tions.

Article 9

1. Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one shall
be subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention. No one shall be deprived of his
liberty except on such grounds and in accordance with such procedure as are

established by law.

2. Anyone who is arrested shall be informed, at the time ofarrest, of the
reasons for his arrest and shall be promptly informed of any charges against

him.

3. Anyone arrested or detained on a criminal charge shall be brought
promptly before a judge or other officer authorized by law to exercise judicial
power and shall be entitled to trial within a reasonable time or to release. It
shall not be the general rule that persons awaiting trial shall be detained in
custody, but release may be subject to guarantees to appear for trial, at any
other stage of the judicial proceedings, and, should occasion arise, for execu-

tion of the judgement.

4. Anyone who is deprived of his liberty by arrest or detention shall be
entitled to take proceedings before a court, in order that that court may decide

1. No one shall be held in slavery; slavery and the slave-trade in all their
forms shall be prohibited.

The t.terwtbaat Bill of ttuma. aigrts 23

without delay on the lawfulness of his detention and order his release if the
detention is not lawful.

5. Anyone who has been victim of unlawful arrest or detention shall
have an enforceable right to compensation.

(

Article 10

1. All persons deprived of their liberty shall be treated with humanity
and with respect for the inherent dignity of the human person.

2. (a) Accused persons shall, save in exceptional circumstances, be
segregated from convicted persons and shall be subject to separate treatment
appropriate to their status as unconvicted persons;

(b) Accused juvenile persons shall be separated from adults and brought
as speedily as possible for adjudication.

3. The penitentiary system shall comprise treatment of prisoners the
essential aim of which shall be their reformation and social rehabilitation.
Juvenile offenders shall be segregated from adults and be accorded treatment
appropriate to their age and legal status.

Article 11

No one shall be imprisoned merely on the ground of inability to ful61 a
contractual obligation.

Article 12

1. Everyone lawfully within the territory of a State shall, within that
territory, have the right to liberty of movement and freedom to choose his
residence.

2. Everyone shall be free to leave any country, including his own.

3. The above-mentioned rights shall not be subject to any restrictions
except those which are provided by law, are necessary to protect national
security, public order (ordre public), public health or morals or the rights and
freedoms of others, and are consistent with the other rights recognized in the
present Covenant.

4. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of the right to enter his own
country.

Article 13

An alien lawfully in the territory of a State Party to the present Covenant
may be expelled therefrom only in pursuance ofa decision reached in accord-
ance with law and shall, except where compelling reasons of national security
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otherwise require, be allowed to submit the reasons against his expulsion and
to have his case reviewed by, and be represented for the purpose before, the
competent authority or a person or persons especially designated by the

competent authority.

Article 14

1. All persons shall be equal before the courts and tribunals. In the
determination of any criminal charge against him, or of his rights and obli-
gations in a suit at law, everyone shall be entitled to a fpir and public hearing
by a competent, independent and impartial tribunal established by law. The
press and the public may be excluded from all or part of a trial for reasons of

morals, public order (ordre public) or national security in a democratic
society, or when the interest of the private lives of the Parties so requires, or to
the extent strictly necessary in the opinion of the court in special circum-
stances where publicity would prejudice the interests of justice; but any
judgement rendered in'a criminal case or in a suit at law shall be made public
except where the interest of juvenile persons otherwise requires or the pro-
ceedings concern matrimonial disputes of the guardianship of children.

2. Everyone charged with a criminal offence shall have the right to be
presumed innocent until proved guilty according to law.

3. In the determination of any criminal charge against him, everyone
shall be entitled to the following minimum guarantees, in full equality:

(a) To be informed promptly and in detail in a language which he
understands of the nature and cause of the charge against him;

(b) To have adequate time and facilities for the preparation of his
defence and to communicate with counsel of his own choosing;

(c) To be tried without undue delay;
(d) To be tried in his presence, and to defend himself in person or

through legal assistance of his own choosing; to be informed, if he does not
have legal assistance, of this right; and to have legal assistance assigned to
him, in any case where the interests of justice so require, and without payment
by him in any such case if he does not have sufficient means to pay for it;

(e) To examine, or have examined, the witnesses against him and to
obtain the attendance and examination of witnesses on his behalf under the
same conditions as witnesses against him;

(J) To have the free assistance of an interpreter,if he cannot understand
or speak the language used in court;

(g) Not to be compelled to testify against himself or to confess guilt.

4. In the case of juvenile persons, the procedure shall be such as
will take account of their age and the desirability of promoting their re-
habilitation.

5. Everyone convicted ofa crime shall have the right to his conviction
and sentence being reviewed by a higher tribunal according to law.

6. When a person has by a final decision been convicted of a criminal
offence and when subsequently his conviction has been reversed or he has
been pardoned on the ground that a new or newly discovered fact shows
conclusively that there has been a miscarriage of justice, the person who has
suffered punishment as a result of such conviction shall be compensated
according to law, unless it is proved that the non-disclosure of the unknown
fact in time is wholly or partly attributable to him.

7. No one shall be liable to be tried or punished again for an offence for
which he has already been finally convicted or acquitted in accordance with
the law and penal procedure of each country.

Article 15

1. No one shall be held guilty of any criminal offence on account of any
act or omission which did not constitute a criminal offence, under national or
international law, at the time when it was committed. Nor shall a heavier
penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable at the time when the
criminal offence was committed. If, subsequent to the commission of the
offence, provision is made by law for the imposition of the lighter penalty, the
offender shall benefit thereby.

2. Nothing in this article shall prejudice the trial and punishment ofany
person for any act or omission which, at the time when it was committed, was
criminal according to the general principles of law recognized by the
community of nations.

Article 16

Everyone shall have the right to recognition everywhere as a person
before the law.

Article 17

1. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with
his privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his
honour and reputation.

2. Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against such
interference or attacks.
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Article 18 

I. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and 
religion. This right shall include freedom to have or to adopt a religion or 
belief of his choice, and freedom, either individually or in community with 
others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in worship, 
observance, practice and teaching. 

2. No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair his freedom 
to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice. 

3. Freedom to manifest one's religion or beliefs may be subject only to 
such limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public 
safety, order, health, or morals or the fundamental rights and freedoms of 
others. 

4. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect 
for the liberty of parents and, when applicable, legal guardians to ensure the 
religious and moral education of their children in conformity with their own 
convictions. 

Article 19 

I. Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without inter-
ference. 

2. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right 
shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas oral' 
kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of 
art, or through any other media of his choice. 

3. The exercise of the rights provided for in paragraph 2 of this article 
carries with it special duties and responsibilities.  Ii  may therefore be subject to 
certain restrictions, but these shall only be such as are provided by law and are 
necessary: 

(a) For respect of the rights or reputations of others; 

(b) For the protection of national security or of public order (ordre 
public), or of public health or morals. 

Article 20 

I. Any propaganda for war shall be prohibited by law. 
2. Any advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes 

incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence shall be prohibited by 
law. 
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Article 21 
The right of peaceful assembly shall be recognized. No restrictions may 

be placed on the exercise of this right other than those imposed in conformity 
with the law and which are necessary in a democratic society in the interests of 
national security or public safety, public order (ordre public), the protection 
of public health or morals or the protection of the rights and freedoms of 
others. 

Article 22 
I. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of association with others, 

including the right to form and join trade unions for the protection of his 
interests. 

2. No restrictions may be placed on the exercise of this right other than 
those which are prescribed by law and which are necessary in a democratic 
society in the interests of national security or public safety, public order (ordre 
public), the protection of public health or morals or the protection of the rights 
and freedoms of others. This article shall not prevent the imposition of lawful 
restrictions on members of the armed forces and of the police in their exercise 
of this right. 

3. Nothing in this article shall authorize States Parties to the Interna-
tional Labour Organisation Convention of 1948 concerning Freedom of 
Association and Protection of the Right to Organize to take legislative 
measures which would prejudice, or to apply the law in such a manner as to 
prejudice the guarantees provided for in that Convention. 

Article 23 
I. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and 

is entitled to protection by society and the State. 
2. The rig,ht of men and women of marriageable age to marry and to 

found a family shall be recognized. 
3. No marriage shall be entered into without the free and full consent of 

the intending spouses. 
4. States Parties to the present Covenant shall take appropriate steps to 

ensure equality of rights and responsibilities of spouses as to marnage, during 
marriage.and at its dissolution. In the case of dissolution, provision shall be 
made for the necessary protection of any children. 

Article 24 
I. Every child shall have, without any discrimination as to race, colour, 

sex, language, religion, national or social origin, propeny or binh, the right to 
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such measures of protection as are required by his status as a minor, on the
part of his family, society and the State.

2. Every child shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have

a name.

3. Every child has the right to acquire a nationality.

Article 25

Every citizen shall have the right and the opportunity, without any of the
distinctions mentioned in article 2 and without unreasonable restrictions:

(a) To take part in the conduct ofpublic affairs, directly or through freely

chosen representatives;

(b) To vote and to be elected at genuine periodic elections which shall be
by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret ballot, guaranteéing
the free expression of the will of the electors;

(c) To have access, on general terms of equality, to public service in his

country.

2. The Committee shall be composed of nationals of the States Parties
to the present Covenant who shall be persons of high moral character
and recognized competence in the field of human rights, consideration being
given to the usefulness of the participation of some persons having legal
experience.

3. The members of the Committee shall be elected and shall serve in
their personal capacity.

Article 29

1. The members of the Committee shall be elected by secret ballot from
a list of persons possessing the qualifications prescribed in article 28 and
nominated for the purpose by the States Parties to the present Covenant.

2. Each State Party to the present Covenant may nominate not more
than two persons. These persons shall be nationals of the nominating
State.

3. A person shall be eligible for renomination.

Article 26

All persons are equal before the law and are entitled without any dis-
crimination to the equal protection of the law. In this respect, the law shall
prohibit any discrimination and guarantee to all persons equal and effective
protection against discrimination on any ground such as race, colour, sex,
language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, prop-

erty, birth or other status.

Article 27

In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities exist,
persons belonging to such minorities shall not be denied the right, in com-

munity with the other members of their group, to enjoy their own culture, to

profess and practise their own religion, or to use their own language.

PART IV

Article 28

1. There shall be established a Human Rights Committee (hereafter

referred to in the present Covenant as the Committee). It shall consist of
eighteen members and shall carry out the functions hereinafter provided.

Article 30

1. The initial election shall be held no later than six months after the
date of the entry into force of the present Covenant.

2. At least four months before the date of each election to the Com-
mittee, other than an election to 611 a vacancy declared in accordance with
article 34, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall address a written
invitation to the States Parties to the present Covenant to submit their
nominations for membership of the Committee within three months.

3. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall prepare a list in
alphabetical order of all the persons thus nominated, with an indication of the
States Parties which have nominated them, and shall submit it to the States
Parties to the present Covenant no later than one month before the date of
each election.

4. Elections of the members of the Committee shall be held at a meeting
of the States Panics to the present Covenant convened by the Secretary-
General of the United Nations at the Headquarters of the United Nations. At
that meeting, for which two thirds of the States Parties to the present
Covenant shall constitute a quorum, the persons elected to the Committee
shall be those nominees who obtain the largest number of votes and an
absolute majority of the votes of the representatives of States Parties present
and voting.
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Article 31 

I. The Committee may not include more than one national of the same 
State. 

2. In the election of the Committee, consideration shall be given to 
equitable geographical distribution of membership and to the representation 
of the different forrns of civilization and of the principal-  legal systems. 

Article 32 

I. The members of the Committee shall be elected for a term of four 
years. They shall be eligible for re-election if renominated. However, the 
terms of nine of the members elected at the first election shall expire at the end 
of two years; immediately after the first election, the names of these nirie 
members shall be chosen by lot by the Chairman of the meeting referred to in 
article 30, paragraph 4. 

2. Elections at the expiry of office shall be held in accordance with the 
preceding articles of this part of the present Covenant. 

Article 33 

I.  If, in the unanimous opinion of the other members, a member of the 
Committee has ceased to carry out his functions for any cause other than 
absence ofa temporary character, the Chairman of the Committee shall notify 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall then declare the  scat 

 of that member to be vacant. 

2. In the event of the death or the resignation of a member of the 
Committee, the Chairman shall immediately notify the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations, who shall declare the seat vacant from the date of death 
or the date on which the resignation takes effect. 

Article 34 

I. When a vacancy is declared in accordance with article 33 and if the 
term of office of the member to be replaced does not expire within six months 
of the declaration of the vacancy, the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
shall notify each of the States Parties to the preseni Covenant, which may 
within two months submit nominations in accordance with article 29 for the 
purpose of filling the vacancy. 

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall prepare a list in 
alphabetical order of the persons thus nominated and shall submit it to the 
States Parties to the present Covenant. The election to fill the vacancy shall 
then take place in accordance with the relevant provisions of this part of the 
present Covenant. 
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3. A member of the Committee elected to fill a vacancy declared in 
accordance with article 33 shall hold office for the remainder of the term of the 
member who vacated the seat on the Committee under the provisions of that 
article. 

Article 35 

The members of the Committee shall, with the approval of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations, receive emoluments from United Nations 
resources on such terms and conditions as the General Assembly may decide, 
having regard to the importance of the Committee's responsibilities. 

Article 36 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall provide the necessary 
staff and facilities for the effective performance of the functions of the 
Committee under the present Covenant. 

Article 37 
1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall convene the ini-

tial meeting of the Committee at the Headquarters of the United Nations. 
2. After its initial meeting, the Committee shall meet  ai  such times as 

shall be provided in its rules of procedure. 
3. The Committee shall normally meet at the Headquarters of the 

United Nations or at the United Nations Office at Geneva. 

Article 38 

Every member of the Committee shall, before taking up his duties, make 
a solemn declaration in open committee that he will perform his functions 
impartially and conscientiously. 

Article 39 
I. The Committee shall elect its officers for a term of two years. They 

may be re-elected. 

2. The Committee shall establish its own rules of procedure, but these 
rules shall provide, inter alia, that: . 

(a) Twelve members shall constitute a quorum; 
(b) Decisions of the Committee shall be made by a majority vote of the 

members present. 

31 
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Article 40 

I. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to submit 

reports on the measures they have adopted which give effect to the rights 
recognized herein and on the progress made in the enjoyment of those 

rights: 

(a) Within one year of the entry into force ofthe present Covenant for the 

States Parties concerned; 

(b) Thereafter whenever the Committee so requests. 

2. All reports shall be submitted to the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations, who shall transmit them to the Committee for consideration. 

Reports shall indicate the factors and difficulties, if any, affecting the imple-
mentation of the present Covenant. 

3. The Secretary-General of the United Nations may, after consultation 

with the Committee, transmit to the specialized agencies concerned copies of 

such parts of the reports as may fall within their field of competence. 

4. The Committee shall study the reports submitted by the States Par-
ties to the present Covenant. It shall transmit its reports, and such general 

comments as it may consider appropriate, to the States Parties. The Com-

mittee may also transmit to the Economic and Social Council these 

comments along with the copies of the reports it has received from States 

Panics to the present Covenant. 

5. The States Parties to the present Covenant may submit to the Com-
mittee observations on any comments that may be made in accordance with 

paragraph 4 of this article. 

Article 41 

I. A State Party to the present Covenant may at any time declare under 

this article that it recognizes the competence of the Committee to receive and 

consider communications to the effect that a State Party claims that another 

State Party is not fulfilling its obligations under the present Covenant. Com-

munications under this article may be received and cohsidered only if sub-

mitted by a State Party which has made a declaration recognizing in regard to 

itself the competence of the Committee. No communication shall be received 

by the Committee if it concerns a State Party which has not made such a 

declaration. Communications received under this article shall be dealt with in 

accordance with the following procedure: 

(a) If a State Party to the present Covenant considers that another State 

Party is not giving effect to the provisions of the present Covenant, it may, by 
written communication, bring the matter to the attention of that State Party. 
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Within three months after the receipt of the communication the receiving 
State shall afford the State which sent the communication an explanation, or 
any other statement in writing clarifying the matter which should include, to 
the extent possible and pertinent, reference to domestic procedures and 
remedies taken, pending, or available in the matter; 

(b) If the matter is not adjusted to the satisfaction of both States Parties 
concerned within six months after the receipt by the receiving State of the 
initial communication, either State shall have the right to refer the matter to 
the Committee, by notice given to the Committee and to the other State; 

(c) The Committee shall deal with a matter referred toit only after it has 
ascertained that all available domestic remedies have been invoked and 
exhausted in the matter, in conformity with the generally recognized prin- 
ciples of international law. This shall not be the rule where the application of 
the remedies is unreasonably prolonged; 

(d) The Committee shall hold closed meetings when examining com-
munications under this article; 

(e) Subject to the provisions of subparagraph (c), the Committee shall 
make available its good offices to the States Parties concerned with a view to a 
friendly solution of the matter on the basis of respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms as recognized in the present Covenant; 

(f) In any matter referred to it, the Committee may call upon the States 
Parties concerned, referred to in subparagraph (b), to supply any relevant 
information; 

(g) The States Parties concerned, referred to in subparagraph (b), shall have the right to be represented when the matter is being considered in the 
Committee and to make submissions orally and/or in writing; 

(h) The Committee shall, within twelve months after the date of receipt 
of notice under subparagraph (b), submit a report: 

(i) If a solution within the terms of subparagraph (e) is reached, the 
Committee shall confine its report to a brief statement of the facts 
and of the solution reachéd; 

(ii) Ira solution within the terms  of  subparagraph (e) is not reached, the 
Committee shall confine its report to a brief statement of the facts; 
the written submissions and record of the oral submissions made by 
the States Parties concerned shall be attached to the report. 

In every matter, the report shall be communicated to the States Parties 
concerned. 

2. The provisions of this article shall come into force when ten States 
Parties to the present Covenant have made declarations under paragraph I of 
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7. When the Commission has fully conSidered the matter, but in any
event not later than twelve months after having been seized of the matter, it
shall submit to the Chairman of the Committee a report for communication
to the States Parties concerned:

(a) If the Commission is unable to complete its consideration of the
matter within twelve months, it shall confine its report to a brief statement of
the status of its consideration of the matter;

(b) If an amicable solution to the matter on the basis of respect for
human rights as recognized in the present Covenant is reached, the Commis-
sion shall confine its report to a brief statement of the facts and of the solution
reached;

(c) Ifa solution within the terms of subparagraph (b) is not reached, the
Commission's report shall embody its findings on all questions of fact rele-
vant to the issues between the States Parties concerned, and its views on the
possibilities of an amicable solution of the matter. This report shall also
contain the written submissions and a record of the oral submissions made by
the States Parties concerned;

(d) If the Commission's report is submitted under subparagraph (c), the
States Parties concerned shall, within three months of the receipt of the report,
tiotify the Chairman of the Committee whether or not they accept the
contents of the report of the Commission.

8. The provisions of this article are without prejudice to the
responsibilities of the Committee under article 41.

9. The States Parties concerned shall share equally all the expenses of
the members of the Commission in accordance with estimates to be provided
by the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

10. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall be empowered
to pay the expenses of the members of the Commission, if necessary,
before reimbursement by the States Parties concerned, in accordance with
paragraph 9 of this article.

this article. Such declarations shall be deposited by the States Parties with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall transmit copies thereof to
the other States Parties. A declaration may be withdrawn at any time by
notification to the Secretary-General. Such a withdrawal shall not prejudice
the consideration of any matter which is the subject of a communication
already transmitted under this article; no further communication by any State
Party shall be received after the notification of withdrawal of the declaration
has been received by the Secretary-General, unless the State Party concerned
has made a new declaration.

Article 42

I. (a) If a matter referred to the Committee in accordance with
article 41 is not resolved to the satisfaction of the States Parties concerned, the
Committee may, with the prior consent of the States Parties concerned,
appoint an ad hoc Conciliation Commission (hereinafter referred to as the
Commission). The good offices of the Commission shall be made available to
the States Parties concerned with a view to an amicable solution of the mâtter
on the basis of respect for the present Covenant;

(b) The Commission shall consist of five persons acceptable to the States
Panics concerned. If the States Parties concerned fail to reach agreement
within three months on all or part of the composition of the Commission, the
members of the Commission concerning whom no agreement has been
reached shall be elected by secret ballot by a two-thirds majority vote of the
Committee from among its members.

2. The members of the Commission shall serve in their personal
capacity. They shall not be nationals of the States Parties concerned, or of a
State not Party to the present Covenant, or of a State Party which has not
made a declaration under article 41.

3. The Commission shall elect its own Chairman and adopt its own
rules of procedure.

. 4. The meetings of the Commission shall normally be held at the
Headquarters of the United Nations or at the United Nations Office at
Geneva. However, they may be held at such other convenient places as the
Commission may determine in consultation with the Secretary-General of
the United Nations and the States Parties concerned.

5. The secretariat provided in acordance with article 36 shall also ser-
vice the commissions appointed under this article.

6. The information received and collated by the Committee shall be
made available to the Commission and the Commission may call upon the
States Parties concerned to supply any other relevant information.

Article 43

The members of the Committee, and of the ad hoc conciliation commis-
sions which may be appointed under article 42, shall be entitled to the facil-
ities, privileges and immunities ofexperts on mission for the United Nations
as laid down in the relevant sections of the Convention on the Privileges and
Immunities of the United Nations.
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Article 44 

The provisions for the implementation of the present Covenant shall 

apply without prejudice to the procedures prescribed in the field of human 

rights by or under the constituent instruments and the conventions of the 

United Nations and of the specialized agencies and shall not prevent the 

States Parties to the present Covenant from having recourse to other proce-

dures for settling a dispute in accordance with general or special international 

agreements in force between them. 

Article 45 

The Committee shall submit to the General Assembly of the United 

Nations, through the Economic and Social Council, an annual report on its 

activities. 

PART V 

Article 46 

Nothing in the present Covenant shall be interpreted as impairing the 

provisions of the Charter of the United Nations and of the constitutions of the 

specialized agencies which define the respective responsibilities of the various 

organs of the United Nations and of the specialized agencies in regard to the 

matters dealt with in the present Covenant. 

Article 47 

Nothing in the present Covenant shall be interpreted as impairing the 

inherent right of all peoples to enjoy and utilize fully and freely their natural 

wealth and resources. 

PART VI 

Article 48 

I. The present Covenant is open for signature by any State Member of 

the United Nations or member of any of its specialized agencies, by any State 

Party to the Statute of the International Court of Justice, and by any other 

State which has been invited by the General Assembly of the United Nations 

to become a Party to the present Covenant. 

2. The present Covenant is subject to ratification. Instruments of 

ratification shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations. 
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3. The present Covenant shall be open to accession by any State 
referred to in paragraph 1 of this article. 

4. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of 
accession with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

5. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States 
which have signed this Covenant or acceded to it of the deposit of each 
instrument of ratification or accession. 

Article 49 

I. The present Covenant shall enter into force three months after the 
date of the deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the 
thirty-fifth instrument of ratification or instrument of accession. 

2. For each State ratifying the present Covenant or acceding to it after 
the deposit of the thirty-fifth instrument of ratification or instrument of 
accession, the present Covenant shall enter into force three months after the 
date of the deposit of its own instrument of ratification or instrument of 
accession. 

Article 50 
The provisions of the present Covenant shall extend to all parts of 

federal States without any limitations or exceptions. 

• 	 Article 51 
I.  Any State Party to the present Covenant may propose an amend-

ment and file it with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. The 
Secretary-General of the United Nations shall thereupon communicate any 
proposed amendments to the States Parties to the present Covenant with a 
request that they notify him whether they favour a conference of States Parties 
for the purpose of considering and voting upon the proposals. In the event 
that at least one third of the States Parties favours such a conference, the 
Secretary-General shall convene the conference under the auspices of the 
United Nations. Any amendment adopted by a majority of the States Parties 
present and voting at the conference shall be submitted to the General 
Assembly of the United Nations for approval. 

2. Amendments shall come into force when they have been approved 
by the General Assembly of the United Nations and accepted by a two-thirds 
majority of the States Parties to the present Covenant in accordance with their 
respective constitutional processes. 

3. When amendments come into force, they shall be binding on those 
States Parties which have accepted them, other States Parties still being 
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States Parties which have accepted them, other States Parties still being 
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bound by the provisions of the present Covenant and any earlier amendment 

which they have accepted. 

Article 52 

Irrespective of the notifications made under article 48, paragraph 5, the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States referred to in 

paragraph 1 of the same article of the following particulars: 

(a) Signatures, ratifications and accessions under article 48; 

(b) The date of the entry into force of the present Covenant under 

article 49 and the date of the entry into force of any amendments under 

article 51. 

Article 53 

I. The present Covenant, of which the Chinese, English, French, 

Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the 

archives of the United Nations. • 

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit certified 

copies of the present Covenant to all States referred to in article 48. 

4. Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil 
and Polidcal Rights 

Adopted and opened for signature, ratification and occasion by General Assembly 
resolution  22004  (XXI) of 16 December 1966 

EP4TRY INTO FORCE: 23 March 1976, in accordance with anicle 9 

The States Parties to the present Protocol. 

Considering that in order further to achieve the purposes of the Interna-

tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (hereinafter referred toas the ■ 

Covenant) and the implemenation of its provisions it would be appropriate to 

enable the Human Rights Committee set up in part IV of the Covenant 
(hereinafter referred to as the Committee) to receive and consider, as pro-

vided in the present Protocol, communications from individuals claiming to 

be victims of violations of any of the rights set fonh in the Covenant, 
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Have agreed as follows: 

Article I 
A State Party to the Covenant that becomes a Party to the present Pro-

tocol recognizes the competence of the Committee to receive and consider 
communciations from individuals subject to its jurisdiction who claim to be 
victims of a violation by that State Party of any of the rights set forth in the 
Covenant. No communication shall be received by the Committee if it con-
cerns a State Party to the Covenant which is not a Party to the present 
Protocol. 

Article 2 
Subject to the provisions of article 1, individuals who claim that any of 

their rights enumerated in the Covenant have been violated and who have 
exhausted all available domestic remedies may submit a written communi-
cation to the Committee for consideration. 

Article 3 
The Committee shall consider inadmissible any communciation under 

the present Protocol which is anonymous, or which it considers to be an abuse 
of the right of submission of such communciations or to be incompatible with 
the provisions of the Covenant. 

Article 4 
I. Subject to the provisions of article 3, the Committee shall bring any 

communications submitted to it under the present Protocol to the attention of 
the State Party to the present Protocol alleged to be violating any provision of 
the Covenant. 

2. Within six months, the receiving State shall submit to the Commit-
tee written explanations or statements clarifying the matter and the remedy, if 
any, that may have been taken by that State. 

Article 5 
I. The Committee shall consider communications received under the 

present Protocol in the light of all written information made available to it by 
the individual and by the State Party concerned. 

2. The Committee shall not consider any communication from an 
individual unless it has ascertained that: 	' 

(a) The same matter is not being examined under another procedure of 
international investigation or settlement; 
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(b) The individual has exhausted all available domestic remedies. This
shall not be the rule where the application of the remedies is unreasonably
prolonged.

3. The Committee shall hold closed meetings when examining com-
munications under the present Protocol.

4. The Committee shall forward its views to the State Party concerned
and to the individual.

Article 6

The Committee shall include in its annual report under article 45 of the
Covenant a summary of its activities under the present Protocol.

Article 7

Pending the achievement of the objectives of resolution 1514 (XV)
adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 14 December
1960 concerning the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colon-

ial Countries and Peoples, the provisions of the present Protocol shall in no
way limit the right of petition granted to these peoples by the Charter of the
United Nations and other international conventions and instruments under
the United Nations and its specialized agencies.

Article 8

1. The present Protocol is open for signature by any State which has

signed the Covenant.

2. The present Protocol is subject to ratification by any State which has
ratified or acceded to the Covenant. Instruments of ratification shall be
deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

3. The present Protocol shall be open to accession by any State which
has ratified or acceded to the Covenant.

4. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of acces-
sion with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

5. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States
which have signed the present Protocol or acceded to it of the deposit of each
instrument of ratification or accession.

Article 9

1. Subject to the entry into force of the Covenant, the present Protocol
shall enter into force three months after the date of the deposit with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations of the tenth instrument of ratifica-
tion or instrument of accession.
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2. For each State ratifying the present Protocol or acceding to it after the
deposit of the tenth instrument of ratification or instrument of accession, the
present Protocol shall enter into force three months after the date of the
deposit of its own instrument of ratification or instrument of accession.

Article 10
The provisions of the present Protocol shall extend to all parts of federal

States without any limitations or exceptions.

Article 11

1. Any State Party to the present Protocol may propose an amendment
and file it with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. The Secretary-
General shall thereupon communicate any proposed amendments to the
States Parties to the present Protocol with a request that they notify him
whether they favour a conference of States Parties for the purpose of con-
sidering and voting upon the proposal. In the event that at least one third of
the States Parties favours such a conference, the Secretary-General shall
convene the conference under the auspices of the United Nations. Any
amendment adopted by a majority of the States Parties present and voting at
the conference shall be submitted to the General Assembly of the United
Nations for approval.

2. Amendments shall come into force when they have been approved
by the General Assembly of the United Nations and accepted by a two-thirds
majority of the States Parties to the present Protocol in accordance with their
respective constitutional processes.

3. When amendments come into force, they shall be binding on those
States Parties which have accepted them, other States Parties still being
bound by the provisions of the present Protocol and any earlier amendment
which they have accepted.

Article 12
1. Any State Party may denounce the present Protocol at any time by

written notification addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Na-
tions. Denunciation shall take effect three months aller the date of receipt of
the notification by the Secretary-General.

2. Denunciation shall be without prejudice to the continued application
of the provisions of the present Protocol to any communication submitted
under article 2 before the effective date of denunciation.
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Article 13

Irrespective of the notifications made under article 8, paragraph 5, of the
present Protocol, the Secretary-General ofthe United Nations shall inform all
States referred to in article 48, paragraph 1, of the Covenant of the following

particulars:

(a) Signatures, ratifications and accessions under article 8;

(b) The date of the entry into force of the present Protocol under article 9
and the date of the entry into force of any amendments under article 11;

(c) Denunciations under article 12.

Article 14

1. The present Protocol, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian
and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of

the United Nations.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit certified
copies of the present Protocol to all States referred to in article 48 of the
Covenant.
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under article 2 before the effective date of denunciation.

B. THE PROCLAMATION OF TEHERAN

5. Proclamation of Teheran

Proctaimtd by the International Coejtreeee on Hwmaa Risbu at Teberaa
on 13 May 1968

The International Conference on Human Rights,
Having met at Teheran from April 22 to May 13, 1968 to review the

progress made in the twenty years since the adoption of the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights and to formulate a programme for the future,

Having considered the problems relating to the activities of the United
Nations for the promotion and encouragement of respect for human rights
and fundamental freedoms,

Bearing in mind the resolutions adopted by the Conference,
Noting that the observance of the International Year for Human Rights

takes place at a time when the world is undergoing a process of unprecedented
change,

Having regard to the new opportunities made available by the rapid
progress of science and technology,

Believing that, in an age when conflict and violence prevail in many parts
of the world, the fact of human interdependence and the need for human
solidarity are more evident than ever before,

Recognizing that peace is the universal aspiration of mankind and that
peace and justice are indispensable to the full realization of human rights and
fundamental freedoms,

Solemnly proclaims that:

L It is imperative that the members of the international community
fulfil their solemn obligations to promote and encourage respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinctions ofany kind such
as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinions;

2. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states a common
understanding of the peoples of the world concerning the inalienable and
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ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS) 

1. American Convention on Human Rights (1969). Note 
particularly Articles 12-16 and 23 which address 
democratic rights. Part II outlines provisions for 
two competent organs, Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights and Inter-American Court of Human 
Rights. 

2. List of signatory countries and ratifications of 
American convention on Human Rights (revised 21 
August 1990). 

3. Resolution adopted at the CAS  General Assembly 
proposing the creation of a Unit for Democratic 
Development (08 June 1990) and the Executive Order 
of the the CAS  Secretary-General establishing the 
Unit (15 October 1990). 

4. Excerpts from the OAS Charter (preamble, purposes, 
principles), highlighting representative democracy 
as "indispensable condition for the stability, peace 
and development of the region". 



CHARTER OF THE 
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES* 

IN THE NAME OF THEIR PEOPLES, THE STATES REPRESENTED AT THE NINTH 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN STATES, 

Convinced that the historic mission of America is to offer to man a 
land of libarty and a favorable environment for the development of his 
personality and the realization of his just aspirations; 

Conscious that that mission has already inspired numerous agreements, 
whose essential value lies in the desire of the American peoples  te  live 
together in peace and, through their mutual understanding and respect for 
the sovereignty of each one, to provide for the betterment of all, in 
independence, in equality and under lay; 

Convinced that representative democracy is an imilloemsabli-Sondition. 
for the stability, peace_and development of the  regiqu 

Confident that the true significance of American solidarity and good 
neighborliness can only mean the consolidation on this continent, within 
the framework of democratic institutions, of a system of individual 
liberty and social justice based on respect for the essential rights of 
man; 

Persuaded that their welfare end their contribution to the progress 
and the civilization of the world will increasingly require intensive 
continental cooperation; 

Resolved to persevere in the noble undertaking that humanity has 
conferred upon the United Nations, whose principles and purposes they 
solemnly reaffirm; 

Convinced that juridical organization is a necessary condition for 
security and peace founded on moral order and on justice; and 

In accordance with Resolution  LX  of the Inter-American Conference on 
Problems of Wit and Peace, held in Mexico City, 

RAVE AGREED 
upon the following 

*Signed in Bogotà in 1948 and amended by the Protocol of Buenos Aires 
in 1967 and by the Protocol of Cartagena de ladies in 1985. In force as 
of november 16, 1988. 



CRARTER -
Of THE ORGAItIZATION OF AlQRIGII STATES

PART ONE

Chapter I

NATURE AND PURPOSES

Article I

The Asrrican States establish by this Charter the international
organization that they have developed to achieve an order of peace and
justice, to promote their solidarity, to strengthen their collaboration,
and to defend their sovereignty, their territorial integrity, and their
independence. Within the United Nations, the Organization of American
States is a regional agency.

The Organization of A"rican States has no powers other than those
expressly conferred upon it by this Charter, none of whose provisions
authorizes it to intervene in satters that are within the internal
jurisdiction of the liesber States.

Article 2

The Orjanization of American States, in order to put into practice

the principles on which it is founded and to fulfill its regional
obligations under the Charter of the United Nations, proclaims the
following essential purposes:

a) To strengthen the peace and security of the continent;

1% b) To promote and consolidate representative democracy, with due
respect for the principle of nonintervention;

c) To prevent possible causes of difficulties and to ensure the
pacific settlement of disputes that may arise ason6 the Member

States;

d) To provide for coeson action on the part of those States in the
event of aggression;

e) To seek the solution of political, juridical, and economic

problems that may arise among thest;

f) To promote, by cooperative action, their « onosic, social, and

cultural development; and

g) To achieve an effective limitation of conventional weapons that

will saka it possible to devote the largest amount of resources
to the economic and social development of the Member States.

0



Chapter II •

PAIIiCIPLES

Article 3

The American States reaffirm the folloving principles:

a) International law is the standard of conduct of Staces in chair
reciprocal relacions;

b) International order consists essentially of respect for the
personality, sovereignty, and independence of States, and the
faithful fulfillment of obligations derived from treaties and
other sources of international law;

c) Good faith shall govern the relations betveen States;

d) The solidarity of the American States and the high aims which
are sought through it require the political organization of
those States on the basis of the effective exercise of
representative denacracy;

e) Every State has the right to choose, vithout external
incerference, its political, econosic, and social system and to
organize itself in the way best suited to it, and has the duty
to abstain from intervening in the affairs of another State.
Subject to the foregoing, the American States shall cooperate
fully among themselves, independently of the nature of their
political, economic, and social systems;

f) The American States condemn var of aggression: victory does not
give rights;

g) An act of aggression against one American State is an act of
aggression against all the other American States;

h) Controversies of an international character arising between two
or more Aaerican States shall be settled by peaceful procedures;

i) Social justice and social security are bases of Listing peace;

Economic cooperation is essential to the coemion welfare and
prosperity of the peoples of the continent;

The American States oroclain the fundamental rights of the
individual without distinction. as to race, nationality, creed,
or sex;

1) The spiritual unity of the continent is based on respect for the
cultural values of the American countries and requires their
close cooperation for the high purposes of civilization;

n) The education of peoples should be directed toward justice,
freedom, and peace.



AMERICAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
Signed at the Inter-American Speéialized Conference' 

on Human Rights, San José, Costa Rica, 22 November 1969 

Preamble 
The American states signatory to the present Convention, 

Reaffirming their intention to consolidate in this hemisphere, 
within the framework of democratic institutions, a system of personal 
liberty and social justice based on respect for the essential rights of 
man; 

Recognizing that the essential rights of man are not derived from 
one's being a national of a certain state, but are based upon attributes 
of the human personality, and that they therefore justify international 
protection in the form of a convention reinforcing or complementing the 
protection provided by the domestic law . of the American states; 

Considering that these principles have been set forth in the 
Charter of the Organization of American States, in the American 
Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, and in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, and that they have been reaffirmed and 
refined in other international instruments, worldwide as well as 
regional in scope; 

Reiterating that, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, the ideal of free men enjoying freedom from fear and want 
can be achieved only if conditions are created whereby everyone may 
enjoy his economic, social, and cultural rights, as well as his civil 
and political rights; and 

Considering that the Third Special Inter-American Conference 
(Buenos Aires, 1967) approved the incorporation into the Charter of the 
Organization itself of broader standards with respect to economic, 
social, and educational rights and resolved that an inter-American 
convention on human rights should determine the structure, competence, 
and procedure of the organs responsible for these matters, 

Have agreed upon the following: 



-  26 - 

PART I - STATE OBLIGATIQNS AND 
RIES PROTECTED 

CHAPTER I - GENERAL OBLIGATIONS 

Article 1. Obligation to Respect Rights 

1. Thé States Parties to this Convention undertake to  respect the 
rights and freedoms recognized herein and to ensure to all persons 
subject to their jurisdiction the free and full exercise of those rights 
and freedoms, without any discrimination for reasons of race, color, 
sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social 
origin, economic  statua,  birth, or any other social condition. 

2. For the purposes of this Convention, "person" means every 
human being. 

Article 2. Domestic Legal Effects . 

Where the exercise of any of the rights or freedoms referred to in 
Article 1 is not alréady ensured by legislative or other provisions, the 
States Parties undertake to  adopt, in accordance with their 
constitutional processes and the provisions of this Convention, such 
legislative or other measures as may be necessary to give effect to 
those rights or freedoms. 

CHAPTER II - CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS 

Article 3. Right to Juridical Personality 

Every person has the right to recognition as a person before the 
law. 

Article 4. Right to Life 

1. Every person has the right to have his life respected. This 
right shall be protected by law and, in general, from the moment of 
conception. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life. 

2. In countries that have not abolished the death penalty, it may 
be imposed only for the most serious crimes and pursuant to a final 
judgment rendered by a competent court and in accordance with a law 
establishing such punishment, enacted prior to the commission of the 
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crime. The application of such punishment shall not be extended to

crimes to which it does not presently apply.

3. The death penalty shall not be reestablished in states that

have abolished it.

4. In no case shall capital punishment be inflicted for political

offenses or related cocnnon crimes.

5. Capital punishment shall not be imposed upon persons who, at
the time the crime was comcaitted, were under 18 years of age or over 70
years of age; nor shall it be applied to pregnant women.

6. Every person condemned to death shall have the right to apply
for amnesty, pardon, or commutation of sentence, which may be granted in

all cases. Capital punishment shall not be imposed while such a
petition is pending decision by the competent authority.

Article 5 . Right to Humane Treatment

1. Every person has the right to have his physical, mental, and

moral integrity respected.

2. No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman, or

degrading punishment or treatment. All persons deprived of their

liberty shall be treated with respect for the inherent dignity of the

human person.

3. Punishment shall not be extended to any person other than the

criminal.

4. Accused persons shall, save in exceptional circumstances, be
segregated from convicted persons, and shall be subject to separate
treatment appropriate to their status as unconvicted persons.

5. Minors while subject to criminal proceedings shall be

separated from adults and brought before specialized tribunals, as
speedily as possible, so that they may be treated in accordance with

their status as minors.

6. Punishments consisting of deprivation of liberty shall have as
an essential aim the reform and social readaptation of the prisoners.

Article 6 . Freedom from Slavery

1. No one shall be subject to slavery or to involuntary

servitude, which are prohibited in all their forms, as are the slave

trade and traffic in women.



2. No one shall be required to perform forced or compulsory
labor. This provision shall not be interpreted to mean that, in those
countries in which the penalty established for certain crimes is
deprivation of liberty at forced labor, the carrying out of such a•
sentence imposed by a competent court is prohibited. Forced labor shall
not adversely affect the dignity or the physical or intellectual
capacity of the prisoner.

3. For the purposes of this article, the following do not
constitute forced or compulsory labor:

a. work or service normally required of a person imprisoned in
execution of a sentence or formal decision passed by the
competent judicial authority. Such work or service shall be
carried out under the supervision and control of public
authorities, and any persons performing such work or service
shall not be placed at the disposal of any private 'party,
company, or juridical person;

b. military service and, in countries in which conscientious
objectors are recognized, national service that the law may
provide for in lieu of military service; _

c. service exacted in time of danger or calamity that threatens
the existence or the well-being of the community; or

d. work or service that forms part of normal civic obligations.

Article 7. Riqht to Personal Liberty

1. Every person has the right to personal liberty and security.

2. No one shall be deprived of his physical liberty except for
the reasons and under the conditions established beforehand by the
constitution of the State Party concerned or by a law established
pursuant thereto.

3. No one shall be subject to arbitrary arrest or imprisonment.

4.. Anyone who is detained shall be informed of the reasons for
his detention and shall be promptly notified of the charge or charges
aqainst him.

5. Any person detained shall be brought promptly before a judge
or other officer authorized by law to exercise judicial power and shall
be entitled to trial within a reasonable time or to be released without
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prejudice to the continuation of the proceedings. His release may be 
subject to guarantees to assure his appearance for trial. 

6. Anyone who is deprived of his liberty shall be entitled to 
recourse to a competent court, in order that the court may decide 
without delay on the lawfulness of his arrest or detention and order  his 
release if the arrest or detention is unlawful. In Statu à Parties whose 
laws provide that anyone who believes himself to be threatened with 
deprivation of hi s liberty is entitled to  recoures  to à competent court 
in order that it may decide on the lawfulness of such threat, this 
remedy may not be restricted or abolished. The interested party or 
another person in his behalf is entitled to seek these remedies. 

7. No one shall be detained for debt. This principle shall not 
limit the orders of a competent judicial authority issued for 
nonfulfillment of duties of support. 

Article 8. Right to a Fair Trial 

1. Every person has the right to a hearing, with due guarantees 
and within a reasonable time, by a competent, independent, and impartial 
tribunal, previously established by law, in the substantiation of any 
accusation of a criminal nature made against him or for the 
determination of his rights and obligations of a civil, labor, fiscal, 
or any other nature. 

2. EVery person accused of a criminal offense has the right to be 
presumed innocent so long as his guilt has not been proven according to 
law. During the proceedings, every person is entitled, with full 
equality, to the following minimum guarantees: 

a. the right of the accused to be assisted without charge by a 
translator or interpreter, if he does not understand or does 
not speak the language of the tribunal or court; 

b. prior notification in detail to the accused of the charges 
against him; 

c. adequate time and means for the preparation of his defense; 

d. the right of the accused to defend himself personally or to be 
assisted by legal counsel of hi  s own choosing, and to 
communicate freely and privately with his counsel; 

e. 	the inalienable right to be assisted by counsel provided by 
the state, paid or not as the domestic law provides,  if the 
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accused does not defend himself personally or engage his own 
counsel within the time period established by law; 

f. the right of the defense to examine witnesses present in the 
court and to obtain the appearance, as witnesses, of experts 
or other persons who may throw light on the facts; 

g. the right not to be compelled to be a witness against himself 
or to plead guilty; and 

h. the right to appeal the judgment to a higher court. 

3. A confession of guilt by the accused shall be valid only if it 
is made without coercion of any kind. 

4. An accused person acquitted by a nonappealable judgment shall 
not be subjected to a new trial for the same cause. 

5. Criminal proceedings shall be public, except insofar as may be 
necessary to protect the interests of justice. 

Article 9. Freedom from Ex Post Facto Laws  

No one shall be convicted of any act or omission that did not 
constitute a criminal offense, under the applicable law, at the time it 
was committed. A heavier penalty shall not be imposed than the one that 
was applicable at the time the criminal offense was committed. If 
subsequent to the commission of the offense the law provides for the 
imposition of a lighter punishment, the guilty person shall benefit 
therefrom. 

Article 10. Right to Compensation 

Every person has the right to be compensated in accordance with the 
law in the event he has been sentenced by a final judgment through a 
miscarriage of justice. 

Article 11. Right to Privacy 

1. Everyone has the right to have his honor respected and his 
dignity recognized. 

2. No one may be the object of arbitrary or abusive interference 
with his private life, his family, his home, or his correspondence, or 
of unlawful attacks on his honor or reputation. 
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3. Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against

such interference or attacks.

Article 12. Freedom of Conscience
and Religion

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of conscience and of

religion. This right includes freedom to maintain or to change one's
religion or beliefs, and freedom to profess or disseminate one's
religion or beliefs, either individually or together with others, in

public or in private.

2. No one shall be subject to restrictions that might impair his
freedom to maintain or to change his religion or beliefs.

3. Freedom to manifest one's religion and beliefs may be subject
only to the limitations prescribed by law that are necessary to protect
public safety, order, health, or morals, or the rights or freedoms of

others.

4. Parents or guardians, as the case may be, have the right to
provide for the religious and moral education of their children•or wards

that is in aecord with their own convictions.

Article 13 . Freedom of Thought and
Expression

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of thought and expression.
This right includes freedom to seek, receive, and impart information and
ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing,
in print, in the form of art, or through any other medium of one's

choice.

2. The exercise of the right provided for in the foregoing

paragraph shall not be subject to prior censorship but shall be subject

to subsequent imposition of liability, which shall be expressly

established by law to the extent necessary to ensure:

a. respect for the rights or reputations of others; or

b. the protection of national security, public order, or pgblic

health or morals.

3. The right of expression may not be restricted by indirect
methods or means, such as the abuse of government or private controls
over newsprint, radio broadcasting frequencies, or equipment used in the
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dissemination of information, or by any other means tending to impede 
the communication and circulation of ideas and opinions. 

4. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 2 above, public 
entertainments may be subject by law to prior censorship for the sole 
purpose of regulating access to them for the moral protection of 
childhood and adolescence. 

5. Any propaganda for war and any advocacy of national, racial, 
or religious hatred that constitute incitements to lawless violence or 
to any other similar action against any person or group of persons on 
any grounds including those of race, color, religion, language, or 
national origin shall be considered as offenses punishable by law. 

Article 14. Right of Renlv 

1. Anyone injured by inaccurate or offensive statements or ideas 
disseminated to the public in general by a legally regulated medium of 
communication has the right to reply or to make a correction using the 
3404 communications outlet, under such conditions as the law may 
establish. 

2. The correction or reply shall not in any case remit other 
legal liabilities that may have been incurred. 

3. For the  effective protection of honor and reputation, every 
publisher, and every newspaper, motion picture, radio, and television 
company, shall have a person responsible who is not protected by 
immunities or special privileges. 

Article 15. Right of Assembly 

The right of peaceful 
restrictions may be placed 
those imposed in conformity 
society in the interest of 
order, or to protect public 
others.  

assembly, without arms, is recognized. No 
on the exercise of this right other than 
with the law and necessary in a democratic 
national security, public safety or public 
health or morals or the rights or freedom of 

Article 16. Freedom of Association 

1. Everyone has the right to associate freely for ideological, 
religious, political, economic, labor, social, cultural, sports, or 
other purposes. 

2. The exercise of this right shall be subject only to such 
restrictions established by law as may be necessary in a democratic 
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2. Every person has the right to the nationality of the state in
whose territory he was born if he does not have the right to any other

nationality.

3. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality or of

the right to change it.

Article 21. Right to Property

1. Everyone has the right to the use and enjoyment of his

property. The law may subordinate such use and enjoyment to the

interest of society.

2. No one shall be deprived of his property except upon payment
of just compensation, for reasons of public utility or social interest,
and in the cases and according to the forms established by law.

3.
Usury and any other form of exploitation of man by man shall

be prohibited by law.

Article 22. Freedom of Movement
and Resideiice

1.
Every person lawfully in the territory of a State Party has

the right to move about in it, and to reside in it subject to the

provisions of the law.

2. Every person has the right lo leave any country freely,

including his own.

3. The exercise of the foregoing rights may be restricted only
pursuant to a law to the extent necessary in a democratic society to
prevent crime or to protect national security, public safety, public
order, public morals, public health, or the rights or freedoms of others.

4. The exercise of the rights recognized in paragraph 1 may also
be restricted by law in designated zones for reasons of public interest.

5.
No one can be expelled from the territory of the state of

which he is a national or be deprived of the right to enter it.

6. An alien lawfully in the territory of a State Party to this
Convention may be expelled from it only pursuant to a decision reached

in accordance with law.

7. Every person has the right to seek and be granted asylum in a
foreign territory, in accordance with the legislation of the state and
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society, in the interest of national security, public safety or public 
order, or to protect public health or morals or the rights and freedoms 
of others. 

3. The provisions of this article do not bar the imposition of 
legal restrictions, including even deprivation of the exercise of the 
right of association, on members of the armed forces and the police. 

Article 17. Rights  of the Family 

1. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of 
society and is entitled to protection by society and the state. 

2. The right of men and women of marriageable age to marry and to 
raise a family shall be recognized, if they meet the conditions required 
by domestic laws, insofar as such conditions do not affect the principle 
of nondiscrimination established in this Convention. 

3. No marriage shall be entered into without the free and full 
consent of the intending spouses. 

4. The States Parties shall take appropriate steps to ensure the 
equality of rights and the adequate balancing of responsibilities of the 
spouses as to marriage, during marriage, and in the event of its 
dissolution. In case Cf dissolution, provision shall be made for the 
necessary protection of any children solely on the basis of their awn 
best interests. 

5. The law shall recognize equal rights for children born out of 
wedlock and those born in wedlock. 

Article 18. Right to a Name 

Every person has the right to a given name and to the surnames of 
his parents or that of one of them. The law shall regulate the manner 
in which this right shall be ensured for all, by the use of assumed 
names if necessary. 

Article 19. Rights of the Child 

Every minor child has the right to the measures of protection 
required by his condition as a minor on the part of his family, society, 
and the state. 

Article 20. Right to Nationality 

1. 	Every person has the right to a nationality. 
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international conventions, in the event he is being pursued for

political offenses or related common crimes.

8. In no case may an alien be deported or returned to a country,
regardless of whether or not it is his country of origin, if in that
country his right to life or personal freedom is in danger of being
violated because of his race, nationality, religion, social status. or
political opinions.

9. The collective expulsion of aliens is prohibited.

Article 23. Right to Participate
in Government

1. Every citizen shall enjoy the following rights and

opportunities:

a. to take part in the conduct of public affairs, directly or
through freely chosen representativesf

b. to vote and to be elected in genuine periodic elections, which
shall be by universal and equal suffrage and by secret ballot
that guarantees the free expresion of the will of the voters;

and

c. to have access, under general conditions of equality, to the
public service of his country.

2. The law may regulate the exercise of the rights and

opportunities referred to in the preceding paragraph only on the basis
of age, nationality, residence, language, education, civil and mental
capacity, or sentencing by a cocnpetent.court in criminal proceedings.

Article 24. Right to Equal Protection

All persons are equal before the law. Consequently, they are

entitled, without discrimination, to equal protection of the law.

Article 25. Riaht to Judicial Protection

1. Everyone has the right to simple. and prompt recourse, or any

other effective recourse, to a competent court or tribunal for

protection against acts that violate his fundamental rights recognized

by the constitution or laws of the state concerned or by this

Convention, even though such violation may have been committed by

persons acting in the course of their official duties.
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2. The States Parties undertake: 

a 	to ensure that any person claiming such remedy shall have his 
rights determined by the competent authorit y .  provided for by 
the legal system of the state: 

b. to develop the possibilities of judicial remedy; and • 

c. to ensure that the competent authorities shall enforce such 
remedies when granted. 

CHAPTER III - ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND 
AND CULTURAL RIGHTS 

Article 26. Progressive Development 

The States Parties undertake to adopt measures, both internally and 
through international cooperation, especially those of an economic and 
technical nature, with a view to achieving progressively, by legislation 
or other appropriate means, the full realization of the rights implicit 
in the economic, social, educational, scientific, and cultural standards 
set forth in the Charter of the Organization of American States as 
amended by the Protocol of Buenos Aires. 

CHAPTER IV - SUSPENSION OF GUARANTEES, 
INTERPRETATION, AND APPLICATION 

Article 27. Suspension of Guarantees 

1. In time of war, public danger, or other emergency that 
threatens the independence or security of a State Party, it may take 
measures derogating from its obligations under the present Convention to 
the extent and for the period of time strictly required by ‘ the 
exigencies of the situation, provided that such measures are 'not 
inconsistent with its other obligations under international law and do 
not involve discrimination on the ground of race, color, sex, language, 
religion, or social origin. 

2. The foregoing provision does not authorize any suspension of 
the following articles: Article 3 (Right to Juridical Personality), 
Article 4 (Right to Life), Article 5 (Right to Humane Treatment), 
Article 6 (Freedom from Slavery) .  Article 9 (Freedom from Ex Post Facto 
Laws), Article 12 (Freedom of Conscience and Religion), Article 17 
(Rights of the Family), Article 18 (Right to a Name), Article 19 (Rights 
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of the Child), Article 20 (Right to Nationality), and Article 23 (Right 
to Participate in Government), or of the judicial guarantees essential 
for the protection of such rights. 

3. Any State Party availing itself of the right of suspension 
shall immediately inform the other States Parties, through the Secretary 
General of the Organization of American States, of the provisions the 
application of which it has suspended, the reasons that gave rise to the 
suspension, and the date set for the termination of such suspension. 

Article 28. Federal Clause  

1. Where a State Party is constituted as a federal state, the 
national government of such State Party shall implement all the 
provisions of the Convention over whose subject matter it exercises 
legislative and judicial jurisdiction. 

2. With respect to the provisions over whose subject matter the 
constituent units of the federal state have jurisdiction, the national 
government shall immediately take suitable measures, in accordance with 
its constitution and its laws, to the end that the competent authorities 
of the constituent units may adOpt appropriate provisions for the 
fulfillment of this Convention. 

3. Whenever two or more States Parties agree to form a federation 
or other type of association, they shall take care that the resulting 
federal or other compact contains the provisions necessary for 
continuing and rendering effective the standards of this Convention in 
the new state that is organized. 

Article 29. Restrictions Regarding 
Interpretation 

No provision of this Convention shall be interpreted as: 

a. permitting any State Party, group, or person to suppress the 
enjoyment or exercise of the rights and freedoms recognized in 
this Convention or to restrict them to a greater extent than 
is provided for herein; 

b. restricting the enjoyment or exercise of any right or freedom 
recognized by virtue of the lews of any State Party or by 
virtue of another convention to which one of the said states 
is a party; 

c. precluding other rights or guarantees that are inherent in the 
, human personality ou derived from representative democracy as 

a form of government; or 
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d. excluding or limiting the effect that the American Declaration
of the Rights and Duties of Man and other international acts
of the same nature may have.

Article 30. Scope of Restrictions

The restrictions that, pursuant to this Convention, may be placed
on the enjoyment or exercise of the rights or freedoms recognized herein
may not be applied except in accordance with laws enacted for reasons of
general interest and in accordance with the purpose for which such
restrictions have ben established.

Article 31. Recognition of Other Rights

Other rights and freedoms recognized in accordance with the
procedures established in Articles 76 and 77 may be included in the
system of protection of this Convention.

(;fiAPTER V - PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITIES

Article 32. Relationship between
Duties and Rights

1. Every person has reponsibilities to his family, his community,
and mankind.

2. The rights of each person are limited by the rights of others,
by the security of all, and by the just demands of the general welfare,
in a democratic society.

PART II - MEANS OF PROTECTION

QHAPTII2 VI - COMPETENT oRGANS

Article 33

The following organs shall have competence with respect to matters
relating to the fulfillment of the commitments made by the States
Parties to this Convention:

a. the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, referred to as
"The Co=ission;" and

b. the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, referred to as "The
Court."
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CHAPTER VII - INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSICN 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

Section 1. Organization 
Article 34 

The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights shall be composed of 
seven members, who shall be persons of high moral character and 
recognized competence in the field of human rights. 

Article 35 

The Commission shall represent all the member countries of the 
Organization of American States. 

Article 36 

1. The members of the Commission shall be elected in a personal 
capacity by the General Assembly of the Organization from a list of 
candidates proposed by the governments of the member states. 

2. Each of these governments may propose up to three candidates, 
who may be nationals of the states proposing them or of any other member 
state of the Organization of American States. When a slate of three is 
proposed, at least one of the candidates shall be a national of a state 
other than the one proposing the slate. 

Article 37 

1. The members of the Commission shall be elected for a term of 
four years and may be reelected only once, but the terms of three of the 
members chosen in the first election shall expire at the end of two 
years. Immediately following that election the General AsseMbly shall 
determine the names of those three members by lot. 

2. No two nationals of the same state may be members of the 
Commission. 

Article 38 

Vacancies that may occur on the Commission for reasons other than 
the normal expiration of term shall be filled by the Permanent Council 
of the Organization in accordance with the provisions of the Statute of 
the Commission. 
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Article 39 ,

The Commission shall prepare its Statute, which it shall submit to
the -General Assembly for approval. It shall establish its own
Regulations.

Article 40

Secretariat services for the Commission shall be furnished by the
appropriate specialized unit of the General Secretariat of the
Organization. This unit shall be provided with the resources required
to accomplish the tasks assigned to it by the Commission.

Section 2. Functions
Article 41

The main function of the Commission shall be to promote respect for
and defense of human rights. In the exercise of its mandate, it shall
have the following functions and powers:

a. to develop an awareness of human rights among the peoples of
America;

b. to make recommendations to the governments of the member
states, when it considers such action advisable, for the
adoption of progressive measures in favor of human rights
within the framework of their domestic law and constitutional
provisions as well as appropriate measures to further the
observance of those rights;

c. to prepare such studies or reports as it considers advisable
in the performance of its duties;

d. to request the governments of the member states to supply it
with information on the measures adopted by them in matters of
human rights;

e. to respond, through the General Secretariat of the
Organization of American States, to inquiries made by the
member states on matters related to human rights and, within
the limits of its possibilities, to provide those states with
the advisory services they request;

f. to take action on petitions and other communications pursuant
to its authority under the provisions of Articles 44 through
51 of this Convention; and
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g. to submit an annual report to the General Assembly of the 
Organization of American States. 

Article 42 

The States Parties shall transmit to the Commission a copy of each 
of the reports and studies that they submit annually to the Executive 
Committees of the Inter-American Economic and Social Council and the 
Inter-American Council for Education, Science, and Culture, in their 
respective fields, so that the Commission may watch over the promotion 
of the rights implicit in the economic, social, educational, scientific, 
and cultural standards set forth in the Charter of the Organization of 
American States as amended by the Protocol of Buenos Aires. 

Article 43 

The States Parties undertake to - provide the Commission with such 
information as it may request of them as to the manner in which their 
domestic law ensures the effective application of any provisions of this 
Convention. 

Section 3, Competence  
Article 44 

Any person or group of persons, or any nongovernmental entity 
legally recognized in one or more'Member states of the Organization, may 
lodge petitions with the Commission containing denunciations or 
complaints of violation of this Convention by a State Party. 

Article 45 

1. Any State Party may, when it deposits its instrument of 
ratification of or adherence to this Convention, or at any later time, 
declare that it recognizes the competence of the Commission to receive 
and examine communications in which a State Party alleges that another 
State Party has committed a violation of a human right set forth in this 
Convention. 

2. Communications presented by virtue of this article may be 
admitted and examined only if they are presented by a State Party that 
has made a declaration recognizing the aforementioned competence of the 
Commission. The Commission shall not admit any communication against a 
State Party that has not made such a declaration. 



3. A declaration concerning recognition of competence may be made
to be valid for an indefinite time, for a specified period, or for a
specific case.

4. Declarations shall be deposited with the General Secretariat
of the Organization of American States, which shall transmit copies
thereof to the member states of that Organization. _

Article 46

1. Admission by the Commission of a petition or cammunication
lodged in accordance with Articles 44 or 45 shall be subject to the
following requirements:

a. that the remedies under domestic law have been pursued and
exhausted in accordance with generally recognized principles
of international law;

b. that the petition or communication is lodged within a period
of six months from the date on which the party alleging
violation of his rights was notified of the final judgment;

c. that the subject of the petition or communication is not
pending in another international proceeding for settlement; and

d. that, in the case of Article 44, the petition contains the
name, nationality, profession, domicile, and signature of the
person or persons or of the legal representative of the entity
lodging the petition.

2. The provisions of paragraphs l.a and l.b of this article shall
not be applicable when:

a. the domestic legislation of the state concerned does not
afford due process of law for the protection of the right or
rights that have allegedly been violated;

b. the party alleging violation of his rights has been denied
access to the remedies under domestic law or has been
prevented from exhausting them; or

c. there has been unwarranted delay in rendering a final judgment
under the aforementioned remedies.

Article 47

The Commission shall consider inadmissible any petition or
communication submitted under Articles 44 or 45 if:
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a. any of the requirements indicated in Article 46 has not been 
met; 

b. the petition or communication does not state facts that tend 
to establish a violation of the rights guaranteed by this 
Convention; 

c. the statements of the petitioner or of the state indicate that 
the petition or communication is manifestly groundless or 
obviously out of order; or 

d. the petition or communication is substantially the same as one 
previously studied by the Commission or by another 
international organization. 

Section 4. Procedure 
Article 48  

1. When the Commission receives a petition or communication 
alleging violation of any of the rights protected by this Convention, it 
shall proceed as follow*: 

a.. If it considers.the petition or communication admissible, it 
shall request information from the government of the state 
indicated as being responsible for the alleged violations and 
shall furnish that government a transcript of the pertinent 
portions of the petition or communication. This information 
shall be submitted within a reasonable period to be determined 
by the Commission in accordance with the circumstances of each 
case. 

b. After the information has been received, or after the period 
established has elapsed and the information has not been 
received, the Commission shall ascertain whether the grounds 
for the petition or communication still exist. If they do 
not, the Commission shall order the record to be closed. 

c. The Commision may also declare the petition or communication 
inadmissible or out of order on the basis of information or 
evidence subsequently received. 

d. If the record has not been - closed, the Commission shall, with 
the knowledge of the parties, examine the matter set forth in 
the petition or communication in order to verify the facts. 



If necessary and advisable, the Commission shall carry out an 
investigation, for the effective conduct of which it shall 
request, and the states concerned shall furnish to it, all 
necessary facilities. 

e. The Commission may request the states concerned to furnish any 
pertinent information and, if so requested, shall hear oral 
statements or receive written statements from the parties 
concerned. 

f. The Commission shall place itself at the disposal of the 
parties concerned with a view to reaching a friendly 
settlement of the matter on the basis of respect for the human 
rights recognized in this Convention. 

2. However, in serious and urgent cases, only the presentation of 
a petition or communication that fulfills all the formal requirements of 
admissibility shall be necessary in order for the Commission to conduct 
an investigation with the prior consent of the state in whose territory 
a violation has allegedly been committed. 

Article 49 

If a friendly settlement has been reached in accordance with 
paragraph 1.f of Article 48, the Commission shall draw up a report,  
which shall be transmitted to the petitioner and to the States Parties 
to this Convention, and shall then be communicated to the Secretary 
General of the Organization of American States for publication. This 
report shall contain a brief statement of the facts and of the solution 
reached. If any party in the case so requests, the fullest possible 
information shall be provided to it. 

Article 50 

1. If a settlement is not reached. the Commission shall ,  within 
the time limit established by its Statute, draw up a report setting 
forth the facts and stating its conclusions. /f the report, in whole or 
in part, does not represent the unanimous agreement of the members of 
the Commission, any member may attach to it a separate opinion. The 
written and oral statements made by the parties in accordance with 
paragraph 1.8 of Article 48 shall also be attached to the report. 

2. The report shall be transmitted to the states concerned, which 
shall not be at liberty to publish it. 

3. In transmitting the report, the Commission may make such 
proposals and recommendations as it sees fit. 
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Article 51

1. If, within a period of three months from the date of the
transmittal of the report of the Commission to the states concerned, the
matter has not either been settled or submitted by the Commission or by
the state concerned to the Court and its jurisdiction accepted, the
Commission may, by the vote of an absolute majority of its members, set
forth its opinion and conclusions concerning the question submitted for
its consideration.

2. Where appropriate, the Commission shall make pertinent

recomtaendations and shall prescribe a period within which the state is
to take the measures that are inctim+bent upon it to remedy the situation
examined.

3. When the prescribed period has expired, the Commission shall
decide by the vote of an absolute majority of its members whether the

state has taken adequate measures and whether to publish its report.

QHAPTER VIII - INTER-AMERICAN COURT
OP HUMAN RIGHTS

Section.1. Organization
Article 52

1. The Court shall consist of seven judges, nationals of the
member states of the Organization, elected in an individual capacity
from among jurists of the highest moral authority and of recognized
competence in the field of human rights, who possess the qualifications

required for the exercise of the highest judicial functions in

conformity with the law of the state of which they are nationals or of
the state that proposes them as candidates.

2. No two judges may be nationals of the same state.

Article 53

1. The judges of the Court shall be elected by secret ballot by
an absolute majority vote of the States Parties to the Convention, in
the General Assembly of the Organization, from a panel of candidates

proposed by those states.

2. Each of the States Parties may propose up to three candidates,
nationals of the state that proposes them or of any other member state
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of the Organization of American States. When a slate of three is
proposed, at least one of the candidates shall be a national of a state
other than the one proposing the slate.

Article 54

1. The judges of the Court shall be elected for a term of six
years and may be reelected only once. The term of three of the judges
chosen in the first election shall expire at the and of three years.
Imaediately after the election, the names of the three judges shall be
determined by lot in the General Assembly.

2. A judge elected to replace a judge whose term has not expired
shall complete the term of the latter.

3. The judges shall continue in office until the expiration of
their term. However, they shall continue to serve with regard to cases
that they have begun to hear and that are still pending, for which
purposes they shall not be replaced by the newly elected judges.

Article 55

i. If a judge is a national of any of the States Parties to a
case submitted to the Court, he shall retain his right to hear that case.

2. If one of the judges called upon to hear a case should be a
national of one of the States Parties to the case, any other State Party
in the case may appoint a person of its choice to serve on the Court as
an ad hoc judge.

3. If among the judges called upon to hear a case none is a
national of any of the States Parties to the case, each of the latter
may appoint an ad hoc judge.

4. An ad hoc judge shall possess the qualifications indicated in
Article 52.

5. If several States Parties to the Convention should have the
same interest in a case, they shall be considered as a single party for
purposes of the above provisions. In case of doubt, the Court shall
decide.

Article 56

Five judges shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of
business by the Court.
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Article 57  

The Commission shall appear in all cases before the Court. 

Article 58  

1. The Court shall have its seat at the place determined by the 
States Parties to the Convention in the General Assembly of the 
Organization; however, it may convene Ln the territory of any member 
state of the Organization of American States when a majority of the 
Court considers it desirable, and with the prior consent of the state 
concerned. The seat .of the Court may be changed by the States Parties 
to the Convention in the General Assembly by a two-thirds vote. 

2. The Court shall appoint its own Secretary. 

3. The Secretary shall have his office at the place where the 
Court has its seat and shall attend the meetings that the Court may hold 
away from its seat. 

Article 59 

The Court shall establish its Secretariat, which shall function 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Court, in accordance with 
the administrative standards of the General Secretariat of the. 
Organization in all respects not incompatible with the independence of 
the Court. The staff of the Court's Secretariat shall be appointed by 
the Secretary General of the Organization, in consultation with the 
Secretary of the Court. 

Article 60 

The Court shall draw up its Statute which it shall submit to the 
General Assembly for approval. It shall adopt its own Rules of 
Procedure. 

Section 2. Jurisdiction and Functions 
Article 61 

1. Only the States Parties and the Commission shall have the 
right to submit a case to the Court. 

2. In order for the Court to hear a case, it is necessary that 
the procedures set forth in Articles 48 and 50 shall have been completed. 



Article 62 	■ 

1. A State Party may, upon depositing its instrument of 
ritification or adherence to this Convention, or at any subsequent time, 
declare that it recognizes as binding, ipso  facto, and not requiring 
special agreement, the jurisdiction of the Court on all matters relating 
to the interpretation or application of this Convention. 

2. Such declaration may be made unconditionally, on the condition 
of reciprocity, for a specified period, or for specific cases. It shall 
be presented to the Secretary General of the Organization, who shall 
tresmit copies thereof to the other member states of the Organization 
and to the Secretary of the Court. 

3. The jurisdiction of the Court shall comprise all cases 
concerning the interpretation and application of the provisions of this 
Convention that are submitted to it, provided that the States Parties to 
the case recognize or have recognized such jurisdiction, whether by 
special declaration pursuant to the preceding paragraphs, or by a 
special agreement. 

Article 63  

1. If the Court finds that there has been a -violation of a right 
or freedom protected by this Convention, the Court shall rule that the 
injured party be ensured the enjoyment of his right or freedom that was 
violated. It shall also rule, if appropriate, that the consequences of 
the measure or situation that constituted the breach of such right or 
freedom be remedied and that fair compensation be paid to the injured 
party. 

2. In cases of extreme gravity and urgency, and when necessary to 
avoid irreparable damage to persons, the Court shall adopt such 
provisional measures as it deems pertinent in matters it has under 
consideration. With respect to a case not yet submitted to the - Court, 
it may act at the request of the Commission. 

Article 64 

1. The member states of the Organization may consult the Court 
regarding the interpretation of this Convention or of other treaties 
concerning the protection of human rights in the American states. 
Within their spheres of competence, the organs listed in Chapter X of 
the Charter of the Organization of American States, as amended by the 
Protocol of Buenos Aires, may in like manner consult the Court. " 
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2. The Court, at the request of a member state of the

Organization, may provide that state with opinions regarding the
compatibility of any of its domestic laws with the aforesaid
international instruments.

Article 65

To each regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization

of American States the Court shall submit, for the Assembly's

consideration, a report on its work during the previous year. It shall

specify, in particular, the cases in which a state has not complied with

its judgments, making any pertinent recocomendations.

Section 3. Procedure

Article 66

1. Reasons shall be given for the judgment of the Court.

2. If the judgment does not represent in whole or in part the
unanimous opinion of the judges, any judge shall be entitled to have his
dissenting or separate opinion attached to the judgment.

Article 67

The judgment of the Court shall be final and not subject to

appeal. In case of disagreement as to the meaning or scope of the
judgment, the Court shall interpret it at the request of any of the
parties, provided the request is made within ninety days from the date
of notification of the judgment.

Article 68

1. The States Parties to the Convention undertake to comply with
the judgment of the Court in any case to which they are parties.

2. That part of a judgment that stipulates compensatory daasages
may be executed in the country concerned. in accordance with domestic
procedure governing the execution of judgments against the state.

Article 69

The parties to the case shall be notified of the judgment of the
Court and it shall be transmitted to the States Parties to the

Convention.



CHAPTER IX - COMMON PROVISIONS 

Article 70  

1. The judges of the Court and the Members of the Commission 
shall enjoy, from the moment of their election and throughout their term 
of office, the immunities extended to diplOmatic agents in accordance 
with international law. During the exercise of their official function 
they shall, in addition, enjoy the diplomatic privileges necessary for 
the performance of their duties. 

2. At no time shall the judges of the Court or the members of the 
Commission be held liable for any decisions or opinions issued in the 
excercise of their functions. 

Article 71 

The position of judge of the Court or member of the Commission is 
incompatible with any other activity that might affect the independence 
or impartiality of such judge or member, as determined in the respective 
statutes. 

Article 72 

The judges of the Court and the members of the Commission shall 
receive emoluments and travel allowances in the form and under the 
conditions set forth in their statutes, with due regard for the 
importance and independence of their office. Such emoluments and travel 
allowances shall be determined in the budget of the Organization of 
American States, which shall also include the expenses of the Court and 
its Secretariat. To this end, the Court shall draw up its own budget 
and submit it for approval to the General Assembly through the General 
Secretariat. The latter may not introduce any changes in it. 

Article 73  

The General Assembly may, only at the request of the Commission or 
the Court, as the case may be, determine sanctions to be applied against 
members of the Commission or judges of the Court when there are 
justifiable grounds for such action as set forth in the respective 
statutes. A . vote of a two-thirds majority of the member states of the 
Organization shall be required for a decision in the case of members of 
the Commission and, in the case of judges of the Court, a two-thirds 
majority vote of the States Parties to the Convention shall also be 
required. 
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PART III - GIIM AND TRANSITORY PROVISIONS

QHAPTIIt.X - SIGNATURE, RATIFICATION, RESERVATIONS,
AM1DIENPS, PROTOCOLS, AND DIIQIJNCIATION

Article 74

1. This Convention shall be open for signature and ratification
by or adherence of any member state of the Organization of American
States.

2. Ratification of or adherence to this Convention shall be made
by the deposit of an instrument of ratification or adherence with the
General Secretariat of the Organization of American States. As soon as
eleven states have deposited their instruments of ratification or
adherence, the Convention shall enter into force. With respect to any
state that ratifies or adheres thereafter, the Convention shall enter
into force on the date of the deposit of its instrument of ratification
or adherence.

3. the Secretary General shall inform all member states of the
Organization of the entry into force of the Convention.

Article 75

This Convention shall be subject to reservations only in conformity
with the provisions of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties
signed on May 23, 1969.

Article 76

I. Proposals to amend this Convention may be submitted to the
General Assembly for the action it deems appropriate by any State Party
directly, and by the Commission or the Court through the Secretary
General.

2. Amendments shall enter into force for the states ratifying
them on the date when two-thirds of the States Parties to this
Convention have deposited their respective instruments of ratification.
With respect to the other States Parties, the amendments shall enter
into force on the dates on which they deposit their respective
instruments of ratification.

Article 77

1. In accordance with Article 31, any State Party and the
Commission may submit proposed protocols to this Convention for
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consideration by the States Parties at the General Assembly with a view 
to gradually including other rights and freedoms within its system of 
protection. 

2. Each protocol shall determine the manner of its entry into 
force and shall be applied only among the States Parties to it. 

Article 78 

1. The States Parties may denounce this Convention at the 
expiration of a five-year period from the date of its entry into force 
and by means of notice given one year in advance. Notice of the 
denunciation shall be addressed to the Secretary General of the 
Organization, who shall inform the other States Parties. 

2. Such a denunciation shall not have the effect of releasing the 
State Party concerned from the obligations contained in this Convention 
with respect to any act that may constitute a violation of those 
obligations and that has been taken by that state prior to the effective 
date of denunciation. 

CHAPTER XI - TRANSITORY PROVISIONS 

Section 1. Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights  

Article 79  

Upon the entry into force of this Convention, the Secretary General 
shall, in writing, request each member state of the Organization to 
present, within ninety days, its candidates for membership on the 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. The Secretary General shall 
prepare a list in alphabetical order of the candidates presented, and 
transmit it to the member states of the Organization at least thirty 
days prior to the next session of the General Assembly. 

Article 80 

The members of the Commission shall be elected by secret ballot of 
the General Assembly from the list of candidates referred to in Article 
79. The candidates who obtain the largest number of votes and an 
absolute majority of the votes of the representatives of the member 
states shall be declared elected. Should it become necessary to have 
several ballots in order to elect all the members of the Commission. the 
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candidates who receive the smallest number of votes shall be eliminated
successively, in the manner determined by the General Assembly.

Section Z. Inter-American Court
of Human Rights

Article 81

Upon the entry into force of this Convention, the Secretary General
shall, in writing, request each State Party to present, within ninety
days, its candidates for membership on the Inter-American Court of Human
Rights. The Secretary General shall prepare a list in alphabetical
order of the candidates presented and transmit it to the States Parties
at least thirty days prior to the next session of the General Assembly.

Article 82

The judges of the Court shall be elected from the list of
candidates referred to in Article 81, by secret ballot of the States
Parties to the Convention in the General Assembly. The candidates who
obtain the largest number of votes and an absolute majority of the votes
of the representatives of the States Parties shall be declared elected.
Should it become necessary to have several ballots in order to elect all
the judges of the Court, the candidates who receive the smallest number
of votes shall be eliminated successively, in the manner determined by
the States Parties.



SIGNATORY COUNTRIES, 12150811 0? RATIFICATION 

•. 	CF;GANIZATION CF AMERICAN STATES 

41v. 21 kvel: 1990 

3-12. ANERICAX =Alter= ON nume RIGHTS 
"PACT Ot SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA" 

lIgned at San J0118, 0M1:4 iC4, MoveMber 22, 19:9, at CA 
/ntar-Amerizan Specialized Conference on 

Human Rights 

ENTRY rem FORCE: 

OEPCS/TORY: 

TEXT: 
UN REGISTRATIONt 

18 July 1978, in  acerdirc vth Articla 74.2 of 
the Go mantic n 
CAS  Central Secretariat (Original instrument and 
racificetions). 
CAS, Zreacy 5tri4S,  ND. 34. 

27  Agas t 1979, Mn . 17955. 

1/ Argentine 	  5 September 1984 al 
Ti  Barbee e 	  27 November 1982 V 
— Bolivia 	  19 July 	1979  ci  
3/ Chile 	  21 Auguit 	1990 3./ 

Co 1 ombia 	 31 July 	1973 n/ 
C011ta Riel . s 1 	 4 April 	1970 V 

4/ Demsnican- Republic 	 19 April 	1978 -1  
V Emu gdo r 	  28 December 1977 al 
— RI Selvador 	  23 Juft. 	1978 7/ 
6/ Grenada   18 July 	1978 

Guatemela 	  25 May 	1978 11  
Heiti 	  27 September 1977 c/ 
liondur el 	  8 September 1977 U'i 
.14041 ea 	  7 August 	1978 v 
Mexico 	  3 Apri1 	1 982 P,1,/ 
Nicaragua 	  25 September 1979 
Panne 	  22 June 	1978 2/ 
Paraguay 	  24 Auguat 	1989 

8/ Peet 	  28 July 	1978 k/ 
Suriname 	  12 November 1987 ;'/ 

9/ United States 	  
e Uruguay 	  19 April 	1985 1/ 

Vensaue le 	  9 August 	1977 liV 

All Statee listed herein signed the Convention on 22 November 
1969, with exception of those indicated in the  motel. 
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an May 9, 199C, prtseztad at the Ctnaral 4ecracariat of the
Us, ar, ir.strusr.e::s:, dstad PeSruary 20, 1990, Sy vh:eh it
de elarei that the CoveranPnc of :", • Zaas5lie of Pins-8
rPCz `flLZlI as 'air:dir,R, i ŝo fsçt:, t^* jurisdic:1--n o! th*
r.our; on a:l Catt* :s reÎatilg Lo the ir.te:rretation or
4pp1 ic4:ion o f the encan Co vea:ioa on Hunan Cs

C::il+► :

(zessrvationa made at the tixe of rat: fteaeio a)

s. The Coverncr,sns of Chile deelaras chat it recogr.izes, :or
an indr finite per3od o f ciffe and on t'-*L e 40 ndit-03 of
reciprocity, the oomFstence o E the :ncer-ARer:can Co-aniasion on
Huaan Ri=hrs to reeeive and examine w=niesL:ons in -whie: a
Stats Party alle=es that another SGats Party has com^ait;ed a
violation of the hvaan ri=h.ts established in the ^Ar„trtcin
CG,nvention on Xucaan Ri&hts, 4s provided for in Artic:e 45 0!
the Conventiott.

b. The Goveramsnt of Chila daelaree chat Le reeogniset a
bindiA=, i p so faeto, the jur!sdic:lott of the Court on eli
macters relat n= ta the intstpretation or 4ppligitian 01 chie
convention ta accordance Vich ici Article 62.

In making theaa declaratioas, the Coveraaant of Chile placei
on rtcord thac this reco gnition of the Campetenca utd
jurisdietioa of the Commission applies to events subaequent cm
the data Of deposit of this Instrument of Ratification or, in
any ease, to events vhich b4=an subsequent to Narch. 11, 1990.
!soraover, in ackrscwlegdins the competincs and juriidietioa of
the ZnCer•Aaaricaa Cotaisaioa on Xuman Rights aad the
tnter-Amarican Court of Human Rights, the Coverameat of Chile
dac2ares chat, when these bodies apply the provisions of
Article 11.2 of the Convention, they may rot make tcateeuZts
concerning the reasons of public utility or social intereet
taken into aecount in deprivinZ 4 person of his property,
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UNIT FOR DEMOCRATIC DEumensr 

(Resolution adopted stem eighth plenary session 
it I 	 held on June 8, 1990 )  

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

RECALLING: 

The preamble of the Charter of the Organization of American States, 

vhich states chi': °representative democracy is  in  indispensable condition 

for the stability,  pesos and  development of the region', 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT: 

Thit one of the essential purposes of . the the Organisation is ro 

'promote end consolidate representative dimocracy, with due respect for chu  

principle of nonintervention': 

That further, one of the principles of the Charter reaffirms tha: 

'[E)very State has the right tO chooae, without external'interferanco, 

• political, economic,  and social system and  to organize itself in the 

best suited to it., and his the duty to abstain from intervening in 

affairs of «other State. Subjact to the foregoing, the Amorican Sa; 

shall cooperate faly among themselves, independently of the  nature  or thvir 

political, economic, and social systems"; 

That according to Article 16 of the Charter each Stato has chr riAhr ro 

develop  tes  cultural, political and economic life freely and naturally. 

this free development, the State shall respect the rights of chi' hullyldt:al 

and 

 

th  s princiulee of .e;.Iversel morality, 

its 

way 

thv 
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RECOGNIZING: 

That in the context of representative democracy, there LS no poli:ical 

system or electoral method that is equally appropriate for all nations and 

their peoples and that the efforts of the international community to shore 

up  • ffectiveness of the principle of holding genuine and periodic  •lections 

should not  cas;  any doubt on the sovereign right of each State to 'Leo: and 

develop their political, social and cultural systems freely, whether or not 

they are to the liking of other  States,  

CONSIDER:1W: 

The recommendation regarding the implementation and development of 

AG/RES. 940 (XVITI -0/88), adopted by the General Assembly at it3 eighteenth 

regular session, to maintain unwavering support far. democratic processes in 

the hemisphere and to accelerate end augment its efforts towards achieving 

the integrated development of the countries of.the kegion. in Vie,  of the 

close relationship between socio-economic development and democracy, of 

vhich the Organization is an indispensable mainstay; 

RECALLING: 

The adoption of resolution AG/RES. 993 (XIX-0/89) supporting the 

Secretary General's efforts to respond to requests from a member state for 

assistance in observing its electoral process; 

WE1.COKING: 

The decision taken by member states to support and screngthen gonui7 

democratic end participatory systems through full respect for dtl human 

rights: particularly th e.  holding of free and fair elections, whi.ch  respcc: 
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raprasantative democracy in tbat coimtryo

RâCaCNZZING: • .

the rights to freedoa of speech and asaembly and the will of the people, as

noted in resolution AG/RgS, 991 (XIJC.0/89);

NOTING WITH AppREGUTION:

The effective manrur in which the Secretary General and mecaber atztaa

responded to the invitation extended by the Government of Nicaragua in

organizina-a group of international observers to monitor the elections which

took place in that country on February 23, 1990 and the important role which

they played in the realizatioa of a peaceful and fair a1ectoral process, and

also, the procsss of cooperation initiatad betxeen the Republic of Haiti and

the 0raanization of American States in the framework of the organisation of

upcomina* aenera2 eleetions, a decisive stage tovards- the establishmsnc of

^ signifieant role xhiah ' the Oraaaisation of American States can play. , .
in supporting and _assistina menber states in their efforts to renew,

preservs or strsrgthen dsmocratic institutions •and.procssses by serving as a

forum for the exchanae of information and sxpertisa,.

RESOLVES:

I. To request the Secretary Gensral to establish
within the Genera:

Secretariat a Unit for Detroc=atic Development,

2. That such a Unit would provide a program of -support for dcmocr::t;c

development, which can respond promp tly and e ffeetive ly to meraber s to roL,
Aich in the full

exercise of their sovereignty request advice or assistance

to presel•ve or strengtheti
their potitica2 institutions, and democratic

procedures.
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3. To request the Secretary General to develop a praposal for such a

program, in consultation with the Permanent Council.

4. To this end, member statss agree to extend their full cooperacion

to the Secretary Canerai to assist him in determiniag the types of usitanca

ozi services such a Zacility oight provide. These could include, inter alia:

fscilitatina the exchanae of information and expertise by means of

seminars and training programs;

developing an inventory of individuals and institutions

specializing in political

institutions;

studies on democratic systems and

the development of staisdards and

sisctoral obssrvo= missions;

coordination with other multilatsral

thess mattars;

procedures for organizing

organizations concerned with

encouragin= dialogtu Ott deâoczatic priaeiplas and values vithin

the hamisphere;

5. To agzse that the provision of such assistance will be based on

-the following principles:

- that the kinds of services to be rendered to any member stats

shall be detasZained by the requesting Coverament in consultation

with the Secretary Ceneral, and with due respect for the principal

of noriintsrvention;

that the amount of assistance and the conditions under which it is

to be rendered will be decided by the Secretary General with due

regard for the availability of reaourees;

1 -1
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that as far am  possible, such services will be financed and 

staffed from existing resources, projects and/or specie: 

contributions or assessments. 

6. To ask the Secretary General to inform the Permanent Count:: 

within six sonths on bis  progress in implementing this resolution and to 

report to the General Assembly at its next regular session. 

• qt.. 

273-1/0198c.90i 



ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

THE SECRETARY GENERAL 

November 1, 1990 

Excellency: 

Pursuant to the provisions of resolution AG/RES.I063 (XX-0/90) of the 
General Assembly, I am pleased to attach herewith the proposal for the work 
plan of the Unit for Democratic Development, as the first step in the 
consultation required under that resolution. For your information and that 
of the Permanent Council, I also enclose herewith a copy of the Executive  
Order creating the Unit,  which will be part of the organizational structure 
of*the General Secretariat. 

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 

João  Clemente Baena Soares 
Secretary General 

His Excellency 
Ambassador Juan Pablo Lohlé 
Permanent Representative of the Argentine Republic 
Chairman of the Permanent Council of the 
Organization of American States 

Washington, D.C. 



GEhERAL SECR..T?ASIAT, •

EXZCÛTI`t'B 08.DE8 U. 90-3

SUHJECTs UNIT FOR DE2SOCRJITIC DSYELOY:iENT

THE SECRz^?AStY GE.ïERAI.,

In exerciae of thi powers conferred upon hi= by articles 114 and 118
of the Charter and articles 4, 8, and 11 of the Geaeral Standards to
Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat of the Organisation of
American States, and

COHSIDERINC:

That, by resolution AC/RES.1063/90, the General Assembly requested the
Secretary General to establish vithin the General Secretariat a Unit for
Democratic Developmeat.

. • • ^

That the nuaber of personnel will not be fncreasad nor additional
budgetary cost incurred to seeomplish this and, at this moment*

RESOLVES:

1. To create a Unit for Democratic Davelopment which will have'the
functions and responsibilities established in this Executive Order.

2. •?o assign the personnel of the Advisory Group to the Unit for
Democratic Development under the administrative direction of the Secretary
General.

1. itESPOHSIBILITIES

1. • Provide a progrsm of support for demoeYatic development, which can
•respond promptly and effectively to me=ber states which in the full

exercise of their sovereignty request advice or assistance to preserve or
ttrengthen their political institutions and democratic'procedures.

2. Function as sole program for democratic developeent for the
General Secretariat.

3. Cooperate with the governnents and institutions of the member
states in holding teminars and training programs in the area of democratic
development.

4. Encourage dialogue an democratic principles and values within the
hemiaphere.

r
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, II. PUNCTIONS , 

1. Advises the Secretary General on matters related to the work of the 
Unit. 	 .. 	• 	. 	. 	• 

- 

2. Coordinate the relations of the Unit rich other areas of the 
General Secretarist. 

3. Coordinate with other multilatera t  organizations; and government 
and private institutions activities, and missions concerned with 
democratic development. 

• 
4. Develop inventories and data  hinks of individuals and institutions 

specializing in political studies on democratic systems and institutions 
as well as human and material resources for carrying out missions, 
training, and other activities. 

• 
5. Develop standards and procedures for • organizing alec:oral 

observation missions. 

6. Plan, and coordinate electoral observer missions. 

7. Plan, and coordinate courses, seminars, round tables and training 
programs to facilitate the exchange of informetion and expertise in order 
to strengthen political institutions and democratic procedures in the 
member states. 

8. Respond to inquiries and requests for information in the area of 
democratic development posed by the governing bodies and member states of 
the Organization. 

AMENDMENTS AND REPEALS 

This Executive Order  •upersedes  al.].  present -norms, regulations and 
practices of the General Secretariat to the contrary. 	• 

IV. EFFECT • 

This Executive Order shall take effect on the date on which it is 
signed. 

Joe.° CyiMente Baena  Sbires 
 ecretary Generel 

Dat e:  Octaber 15, 1990 
Original: Eaglieh 

1033 - V0030a .90I• (4 ) 
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LA FRANCOPHONIE 

1. Fiche de Project Canadien: Unité de Travail Sur la 
Promotion des droits de la personne et de la 
démocratie. 



F ruF PROJET

UNITÉ DE TRAVAIL 81R LA*PRONOTION DES DROITS DE
U PERSONNE ET. DE LA DÊXOCRATIE

OBJECTIFS N :
visant

- Favorisesenplace de Communauté
promotion des droits de la personne
francophone.

- Faciliter, pour les États qui en font la demande, l'obtention
d'une expertise-conseil visant la mise en place ou l'amélioration
d'institutions, règles de fonctionnement, procédures, législations
étatiques et textes constitutionnels adaptés aux exigences du processus

démocratique.

Procéder à des consultations avec les services oeuvrant, au sein
organismes étatiques multilatéraux, à la promotion des droits de la

personne et du processus démocratique afin d'enrichir l'expertise à la
disposition de l'unité de travail et de rationaliser ses interventions.

- Collaborer avec les institutions et organismes non-étatiques de

la Communauté francophone à p

la démocratie.

ACTIVITÉS: Création et actualisation d'une banque de données informatisée

et d'un service de documentation sur:

a) les institutions et organismes gouvernementaux et non
gouvernementaux, au sein des pays de la Communauté francophone,
de promotion des droits de la personne et de la démocratie;

b) les institutions et programmes au sein d'organismes
multilatéraux oeuvrant dans ce domaine (Centre des droits de

l'homme des Nations Unies, PNUDS que, Conseiléventuellementroleurs
CSCE, OUA, Commonwealth, OEA), ainsi
activités dans des pays de la>« Francophonie;

I



c) les individus, organismes et institutions (au niveau

multilatéral ôffrant des ma
francophone)
promotion des droits de la personne et de la démocratie.

_ Réception des informations ommunautéafransophonent des

États. Transmission aux autres

suralesdltes ,.

demandess, soumission des
desdites demandes d'aide.
recommandations de l'unité

_
Transmission aux États demandeurs des données disponibles sur

les services-conseils.

Consultation et coopération avec les responsables o
des
its de la

sur les

promotet
ionactiv

des
de cesinstitutions mulâl démocratie oeuvrant

lapersonne et de
dernières dans ce domaine. .

_ Collaboration avec les et
la promotion des

gouvernementaux de la Communauté francophone
droits de la personne et de la démocratie au sein de la Francophonie.

A la requéte des chefs d'État et de gouvernement de la
nmunauté francophone ou à celle de l'ACCT, organisation de rencontres,

,dminaires de formation ou colloques sur les droits de la personne ou

sur la promotion de la démocratie.

publication d'un feuillet d'informationssmdes États.^ les
activités de l'unité de travail et sur les requéte

_ Toute autre activité recommandée par la ACC^T.
lad'État et de gouvernement de

_
V^,

-̂-O^TTieN DE L'IINIT$
\.r

DE TRMIL s
placée au sein de la na^a^ation de

L'unité de travail, de l'ACCT, devrait initialement être
^-^ooératio^ ^Lr^d1^^e et iudiciaire d'une
composée d'un ou d'une responsable de l'uniL^unîté,doit fonctionner
secrétaire/documentaliste/réceptionniste.
indépendamment du reste de la Délégation.

Le ou la responsable de l'unité doit posséder une expérience de
promotion des droits de la personne ou du développement

travail dans ladémocratique au sein d'une administration gouvernementale, d'une
institution (gouvernementale, para-gouvernementale ou universitaire) ou
d'un organisme de grande réputation. Idéalement, cette expérience de



travail devrait porter sur la promotion des droits de la personne et de 
la démocratie au niveau international. 

Le ou la responsable ainsi que le ou la documentaliste 
pourraient être en détachement d'un gouvernement. 

Le ou la responsable de l'unité devrait avoir le pouvoir de 
procéder à l'engagement d'un ou plusld'un.contractuels, selon le besoin, 
pour l'exécution d'activités de l'unité. 

En plus de l'espace alloué aux responsable de l'unité de travail 
et secrétaire/documentaliste/réceptionniste, l'unité devrait disposer de 
locaux permettant d'abriter un petit centre de documentation/banque de 
données. 
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Ministre des Communications r 

CASIADA 

Minister of CommunicatiGns 

L'honorable The Honourable 

Marcel Masse 

.E‘? 	7, 1991 

Monsieur Jean-Louis Roy 
Secrétaire général 
Agence de Coopération culturelle 

et technique (ACCT) 
13, quai André Citroén 
75015 Paris 

Objet: Projet "d'unité des droits de 
la personne" au sein de l'ACCZ 

Monsieur le Secrétaire général, 

Il me fait plaisir de reprendre contact avec vous pour vous faire 
part d'une question fondamentale de la politique canadienne qui 
doit trouver son application dans le cadre de la "coopération 
juridique et judiciaire" des Sommets et, plus particulièrement, 
s'adjoindre administrativement à la' "délégation à la coopération 
_juridique" de l'ACCT. 

Cette idée "d'unité des droits de la personne" au sein de l'ACCT 
n'est pas nouvelle. Nos représentants l'ont promue et défendue à 
plusieurs reprises déjà lors des Comités d'experts dont celui 
d'octobre dernier. Bien que l'idée ait semblé largement partagée 
par nos partenaires à ces différentes occasions, tant les procès-
verbaux que les fiches de projets ne semblent refléter que très' . 

 partiellement les préoccupations qu'avaient alors paru faire 
l'objet d'un consensus. Il doit être parfaitement clair que le 
Canada attache la plus haute importance à la mise sur pied rapide 
de cette "unité", qui se voudra la germe de l'initiative majeure 
qu'entend prendre le Canada au prochain Sommet. 

Cette "unité de promotion des droits de la personne", décrite dans 
la fiche de projet en annexe, a pour but de répondre aux demandes 
d'information que lui présenteront les États intéressés. Aussi 
doit-il être bien compris que cette entité aurait pour rôle la 
promotion des droits de la personne et de la démocratie, et que son 
action serait axée sur l'échange d'informations, la coordination 
et la mise en rapport des institutions les unes avec les autres. 
Le Canada croit fermement que la conjoncture politique actuelle 
invite la communauté francophone à dépasser, s'agissant de la 
coopération juridique et juficiaire, les programmes par trop 
modestes à ce jour et à institutionaliser, au sein de l'ACCT, une 
antenne qui sera la preuve tangible de l'intérêt de la Francophonie 
pour ces questions. 

Ottawa, Canada Kt A 008 	 .../2 
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Quant à la mise en place matérielle de cette unité, qui pourrait
s'installer au sein de la "délégation à la coopération juridique
et judiciaire", nous voudrions vous suggérer qu'elle puisse, sous
votre autorité, jouir d'une certaine autonomie par rapport aux
autres programmes de coopération juridique.

Elle pourrait être
période de sixdotée d'un expert, mis à sa disposition pour une p

mois, qui aurait pour tâche de la mettre en place et de faire la
preuve, d'ici le prochain Sommet, de l'utilité et de l'adéquation

de celle-ci.
Nous croyons que cette personne devrait avoir le

profil et l'expérience des organismes multilatéraux, en plus, bien
sùr, de compétences vérifiées en matière de droits de la personne.

Pour assurer financièrement le démarrage de cette expérience de six
mois qui nous conduira au prochain Sommet, le Canada retiendra
100,000 dollars des 200 mille annoncés pour ce secteur et permettra
l'utilisation de la moitié du solde au profit des programmes de
documentation déjà arrêtés, alors que l'on pourra affecter l'autre
50 mille dollars au financement du colloque sur l'état de droit.

Je sais pouvoir compter, monsieur la Secrétaire général, sur votre
étroite collaboration pour la mise en oeuvre rapide de ce projet
qui, vous n'en doutez pas, revêt pour le Canada une importance

toute particulière.
Le Comité d'experts d'avril prochain devrait

être l'occasion de mettre la touche finale au lancement de ce
projet qui, dans notre esprit, devrait pouvoir commencer dès le
mois de mai prochain, de sorte que puisse, au moment du* prochain
Sommet, faire valoir une expérience concluante d'au moins 6 mois.

Je vous prie d'agréer, monsieur le Secrétaire général, l'expression

de mes sentiments distingués.

Marcel Masse



THE COMMONWEALTH 

1. Communiqué - Commonwealth Head of Government 
Meeting, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 18-24 October, 1989. 

See section 7. 

2. Draft proposal for the establishment of a 
Commonwealth Electoral Facility. 
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Communiqué

1. Commonwealth Heads of Goverttment met in Kuala Lumpur from 18 to 24 October 1989.
Of the 46 countries which attended 35 were represented by Heads of State or Prime Ministers.
The prime MirrisLer of Malaysia. Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir Moltamad. was in the Chair.

2. Heads of Government sent a message of felicitation to Her ldajesty The Queen as Head

of the Commonwealth. They weicomed with great pleasure the opportunity of meeting in Kuala
Lumpur and expressed deep appreciuion of the excellent arrangements made for the Meeting
and the warm welcome and generous hospitaiity of the Govesrnnent and people of Malaysia.

3. Heâds of Govemment issued separately the Langlca"h Declaration on Environment and
the Kuala Lumpur Statement on Southern Afriu: The Way Ahead.

4. Heads of Govemmcnt unanimously welcomed Pakistan's retum to the Commonwealth
family of nations as an auspicious development which would enrich their discussion and hclp

strengthen Commonwealth collective action.

The Commonwealth in the 1990s and Beyond

5. At its 40th Artniversary Meeting at Kuala Lumpur all Commonwealth leaders cxprzsxd
pride in the Commonwealth and appreciation for its contributions to peace. social justice and

economic progress among its members and in the wider world.
^^nConŵlt^hlwîtthe Commonwealth in the 1990s and beyond. they recognised

continue to have a distinctive and enlarging role to play. They were conscious that in fui fiilin^_
its potential to its member countries and pursuing that role in a changing world society. the
Commonwealth can derive confidence from its capacity to fashion a sense of common purposc
out of divetsity, its qualities of flexibility and pragmatisrn. and its wtde'ranging network of
linkages at the level of peoples. In an cm of transition and change. the world had ni=d of ;uch
attributes, and the Commonwealth a duty to hamess du= even more effectively to the global

quest for new patterns of co-operation.

6. Accordingly. in looking more closely at the future of the Commonwealth as it faces the
yeats atxad. Commonwealth leaders accepted the Secretary-Gsneral's psvposal for a high-level
group to identify possible toles which the Commonwealth might need to play. and to examine
whether its in.stitutions, including the Sectztariat. are adequately equipped for the task. This

wide-ranging appraisal of future Commonwealth roles and structures should be completed in
time for a report to the next Heads of Government Meeting in 1991. with the ucw Sccret:try-

General having a full opportunity of contributmg to it.

10



7. Heads of Government also agreed thatone arta where the Commonwealth might usefully 
make a distinctive contribution is in the strengtherung of dernocrauc insutuuons in member 
countries. Heads of Government have long recogrused a commitment to democratic processeN 
as being among the values they most cherish. It was an ethic enshrined in the 1971 Singapore 
Declaration of Commonwealth Pnnciples in %watt member enururies undertook 'to promote  i n  
each of their territories those representative institutions and guarantees of personal freedom 
under the law that are our cornmon hentage. In rea ffirming these principles and in reviewing 
the international political scene. Heads of Government agreed with the Secretary-General's 
proposal that one of the Commonwealth's contributions to suengthening democracy might 'oe 
the provision of Commonwealth assistance in helping member countries to reinforce their 
election and other constitutional processes through a facility for mounting observer missions e 
the request of member governments ,  and in responding to such requests in other relevant ways. 
They requested  char the modalities of such a faihfity and related assistance should be examined 
in greater detail by the high-level group on future  Commonwealth  roles. 

8. They also requested that the group should consider the question of Commonwealth 
membership in the light of their discussions at Kuala Lumpur. 

9. Commonwealth leaders agreed that the high-level appraisal group should comprise the 
Heads of Government of Australia. Bahamas. Britain. Canada. India. Jamaica. Malaysia 
Nigeria. Singapore and Zambia.  The Prime Minister of Malaysia would be Chairman and Co  
ordinator of the Committee of Heads of Government. The high-level group would be assisted, 
particularly in relation to structures.of Commonwealth co-operation ,  by a working group of 
experienced officials ,  or  former officials. constituted by the Secretary-General after consulta. 
tions with governments generally. 

Global Trends and Prospects 

10. Heads of Government welcomed the irnproved international political environment and 
the opportunity it provided for strengthening the trend  towards achieving security through up. 
operation. They Were encouraged that cold war and other confrontations were giving way to 
pragmatic negotiations and were hopeful that. in such an aunosphere of developing entente.3 
growing sense of trust between nations would foster creative international policies focusing 01 

peace and development 

'Il.  They recognised that the reduction in East-West  tensions had stimulated significant 
changes in the international political environment. not only in respect of disarmament and arms 
limitation. but also in relation to the abatement of regional conflicts ,  the relaxation of lei 
intractable situations , and the spread of democracy. In particular. they emphasised the importe 
rote of democratic processes in ensuring the freedom of choice for  ail  peoples. 

12. They observed that the improvement in the international political climate had  carne  abe i  
as a result of initiative and changes on a wide front and that therefore the responsibility (I / 

 continuing and building on these achievements rested upon the whole world community. 
and West and North and South. They noted that ,  while fundamental changes were taiung pliC  

the  international  community continued to face a range of major problems requinng glob 

solutions. 

il  
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introduction

In their discussions at Langkawi and Kuala Lumpur in October
1989, Heads of Government requested the High-Level Appraisal
Group to examine the modalities of a facility for mounting
election observer missions at the. request of member governments.
The Working Group of Experienced Officials which in assisting the
Appraiial Group has now met and held discussions on this matter.
In the light of Commonwealth experience in the past, and most
recently in Malaysia, the Secretary-General undertook to prepare
a set of the following guidelines which would serve as a basis
for Commonwealth activities in the future in this area.

=stablishing Commonwealth Observer Groups

2. The Commonwealth Becretary-Gonaral would consider
establishinc an indenendent croun of aoorooriate size when he
receives a formal request f rom a Comtaonwealth government for the
Commonwealth to observe its own country's oloctions. Recogniaing
the sensitivities and essential differences between constituting
an observer mission for self -dots rmination and decolonisation-
related elections (as in 8outh@rn Rhodosia/Zimbabrre in 1980) and
observing elections in an independent country, the Secretary-
General in the latter cases would need to receive an express
invitation from the government concerned and be assured directly
by the political parties of their support. The agreed
understandings and other organisational arrangements outlined in
this paper would form the basis for an approach by the Becretary-
r.pnaral ro r+o*hor Qnvarr+m•ntw aookinQ tnatwrlal and other support
for the proposed mission.

3. The electoral standards and procedures to be applied should
be the subject of broad agreement among the parties wishing to
content the election. While consideration would need to be given
to particular local customs, circumstances and traditions, these
standards and procedures would have regard in particular to those
laid down in relevant international instruments and be in
accordance with fundamental Commonwealth beliefs and principles.
In determining whether to accede to a particular request the
Secretary-General would need to take into account whether the
election process as a whole in that country was in general
conformity with internationally-accepted norms, and that any
differences were accepted by the parties.

4. Where the Commonwealth Sècretary-General is asked to provide
a CVtwuuuwnalt.ti uLseivOt yiuu V, uuueldaration would have to be
given as to whether, in the context of the presence of other
groups which may also have been invited, the Commonwealth per s•
has a special rols to play in the process.



Terns of Reference 

5. The purpose of an observer group would be to say whether in 
its independent judgement the  poli,  was free and fair. In 
recognition that it would be the wish of all concerned that the 
poll be free and fair, the observer group would be expected to 
reflect in its report and, where appropriate, bring to the 
attention of the appropriate authorities any matters which caused 
it concern. This latter function would be confined to a "good 
offices" role and the group would have no express or implied 
executive function. Its terms of reference should therefore be 
drawn broadly. They should reflect the fact that the group has 
to make a judgement as to whether, notwithstanding anY particular 
difficulties, overall the process taken as a whole - the 
campaign together with registration of voters and the poll itself 
-  bas  been such as to be likely to represent the wishes of the 
people. 

6. To reflect the broad nature of this process and of the 
judgement ultimately to be made, the terms of reference should be 
drawn in general terms and read in conlunction with this paper. A 
possible formulation appears as Annex A. Use of similar terms of 
reference would have the advantage of both the government 
concerned and the various political parties knowing from the 
outset what the Commonwealth oan odder. Mowever drawn, the terms 
of reference should enable the observer group to take into 
account in its overall assessment the fairness of the 
registration process; the freedom of the parties to nominate 
candidates, to campaign, and te  get their message across to the 
electorate; the freedom of parties to publish and distribute 
ramvaign litorAtura in nnmpliannw with the general law of the 
land and the election law; where permits for rallies are 
necessary, whether these were granted or denied on a 
discriminatory basis; whether relevant officials were neutral as 
between the parties; whether the parties were permitted to 
satisfy themselves as to the integrity of the  pal].  (e.g. to be 
represented at all times when the ballot bom is unsealed: to 
inspect boxes as empty  prier  to the start of polling; to affix 
their own seals at relevant times and to inspect them 
subsequently; to be present at the count and to accompany boxes 
if they are transported for counting elsewhere); whether the act 
of voting was secret, and whether the ballot boxes, when not 
closed, were in the full view of the presiding officials and the 
party polling agents; whether voting took place in an atmosphere 
conducive to voting without intimidation; and whether the count 
was properly conducted. 

Composition 

7. The gioup would be appointed by the Commonwealth Secretary-
General on an ad hoc basis and would comprise individuals of high 
standing and proven integrity whose considered opinions would be 
likely to carry weight. In determining its membership, the 
Secretary-General would have regard to the need  for  the group  ta 

 be able to command the confidence and trust of all those 
participating in the elections. The precise size would depend on 
the size of the country where the poll was to be observed, bee 



geographically and in terms of its electorate. The minimum size 
of a group would be three. In addition, the group would be 
serviced by a small team, from the Commonwealth Secretariat 
(augmented from outside as may be necessary) which would provide 
loeiatical aupport and expert aUvlue  wu  muult maLte&e ae tUe 
relevant electoral laws and the conduct of elections generally. 

Modus Operandi 

8. The Secretary-General would need to be assured from the 
outset that the members of the group would enjoy free and open 
oceans to polling place and counting etatione and that it w*uld 
be free generally to pursue its mandate. The group would, where 
possible arrive in the country concerned before the conclusion 
of the election campaign. In some circumstances it might be 
deeirablo to ho preacnt for at leaet a part of the registration 
proaaaa and/or lox tits nomination of candidates. The group would 
remain until the count was concluded and the result announced. 
In the ordinary courre cf events a group might be in a country 
for up to two weeks (the final week of the campaign, the days of 
the poll and the period of the count). In accordance with 
international practice it would be open to the group, should it 
wish to do so, to make an interim announcement of its findings to 
date ahead of the count commencing (as recognised international 
practice suggests that this can prevent a group from being 
criticised subsequently for having allowed the results of the 
count to influence its judgement as to other events). The group 
would act in its own independent judgement and would not be 
representative of governments, either individually or 
collectively, or of the Secretary-General. The opinions 
expressed would be those of its members only. Members would 
serve in their individual capacities. The group would be asked 
to send its report initially to the Commonwealth Secretary-
General and to the government of the country in question, and 
thereafter to the leaderships of the political parties taking 
part in the election. The Secretary-General would then transmit 
copies of the report to other Commonwealth governments in thw 
usual way. 

Financial 

Q. PunAtng of observer mission. should be on a pan -.ComMornmaIth 
basis rather than be the responsibility of the particular 
government concerned. The costs of observing an election would 
vary widely from country to country, and could be high, 
particularly where a large team o2 observera was necessary. 
Before agreeing to appoint a group, the Secretary-General would 
need to be satisfied that the likely costs of the exercise were 
covered in 'an appropriate manner and that there were no 

implications for the Secretariat's headquarter's budget. 



Other Cos•ornnalth Assistance
such bserver

10. The Commonwealth, in addition to P=o ly o orsquests
groups, could also be preparod to respond positive
from individual gonernments for tschnica^ assistance fôr the
o=ganisation and conduct of elections, and, ^
loan or gift of materli ls and equipment required for the

administration of the po

Commonwealth Secretariat
Marlborough House
Pall Mall
London SW1

Oecamber 1990
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MODEL DRAFT TUNS 07 MUM= 

"The Group is established by the Commonwealth Secretary-General 
at the request of the government of   supported by the 
political parties. It is to observe every relevant aspect of the 
organisation and conduct of the elections in accordance with the 
law of   relating to elections. Its function is to 
ascertain whether, in its impartlai juagement  and  lu Lke context 
of that law, the elections have been free and fair. 

The Group has no executive role; its function is neither to 
supervise nor act as a commission of inquiry but to observe the 
process as a whole and to form a judgement accordingly. It is to 
submit its report.initially to the Secretary-General and to the 
government of   , and thereafter to the leaderships of the 
political parties taking part in the election." 



CONFERENCE ON SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE (CSCE) 

1. Document of the Copenhagen Meeting of the Conference 
of the Human Dimension of the CSCE (29 June 1990). 

2. Charter of Paris for a New Europe 
( 21 November 1990). 



DOCUMENT 
OF THE COPENHAGEN MEETING OF THE 

CONFERENCE ON THE HUMAN DIMENSION OF THE CSCE 

The representatives of the participating States of the Conference on Security and Co-
operation in Europe (CSCE), Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Cyprus, 
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Finland, France, the German Democratic Republic, the 
Federal Republic of Germany, Greece, the Holy See, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, 
Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, San Marino, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom, the United States of America and 
Yugoslavia, met in Copenhagen from 5 to 29 June 1990, in accordance with the 
provisions relating to the Conference on the Human  Dimension of the CSCE contained 
in the Concluding Document of the Vienna Follow-up Meeting of the CSCE. 

The representative of Albania attended the Copenhagen Meeting as observer. 

The first Meeting of the Conference was held in Paris from 30 May to 23 June 1989. 

The Copenhagen Meeting was opened and closed by the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of Denmark. 

The formal opening of the Copenhagen Meeting was attended by Her Majesty the 
Queen of Denmark and His Royal Highness the Prince Consort. 

Opening statements were made by Ministers and Deputy Ministers of the 
participating States. 

At a special meeting of the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the participating States of 
the CSCE on 5 June 1990, convened on the invitation of the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of Denmark, it was agreed to convene a Preparatory Committee in Vienna on 
10 July 1990 to prepare a Summit Meeting in Paris of their Heads of State or 
Government. 

The participating States welcome with great satisfaction the fundamental political 
changes that have occurred in Europe since the first Meeting of the Conference on the 
Human Dimension of the CSCE in Paris in 1989. They note that the CSCE process has 
contributed significantly to bringing about these changes and that these developments 
in turn  have greatly advanced the implementation of the provisions of the Final Act 
and of the other CSCE documents. 

They recognize that pluralistic democracy and the rule of law are essential for 
ensuring respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms, the development of 
human contacts and the resolution of other issues of a related humanitarian character. 
They therefore welcome the commitment expressed by all participating States to the 
ideals of democracy and political pluralism as well as their common determination to 
build democratic societies based on free elections and the rule of law. 
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At the Copenhagen Meeting' the participating States held a review of the
implementation of their commitments in the field of the human dimension. They
considered that the degree of compliance with the commitments contained in the
relevant provisions of the CSCE documents had shown a fundamental improvement
since the Paris Meeting. They also expressed the view, however, that further steps are
required for the full realization of their commianents relating to the human dimensiort.

The participating States express their conviction that full respect for human rights
and fundamental freedoms and the development of societies based on pluralistic
democracy and the rule of law are prerequisites for progress in setting up the lasting
order of peace, security, justice and co-operation that they seek to establish in Europe.
They therefore reaffirm their commitment to implement fully all provisions of the
Final Act and of the other CSCE documents relating to the human dimension and
undertake to build on the progress they have made.

They recognize that co-operation among themselves, as well as the active
involvement of persons, groups, organizations and institutions, will be essential to
ensure continuing progress towards their shared objectives.

In order to strengthen respect for, and enjoyment of, human rights and fundamental
freedoms, to develop human contacts and to resolve issues of a related humanitarian
character, the participating States agree on the following:
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(1) The participating States express their conviction that the protection and
promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms is one of the basic
purposes of government, and reaffirm that the recognition of these rights and
freedoms constitutes the foundation of freedom, justice and peace.

(2) They are determined to support and advance those principles of justice
which form the basis of the rule of law. They consider that the rule of law
does not mean merely a formal legality which assures regularity and
consistency in the achievement and enforcement of democratic order, but
justice based on the recognition and full acceptance of the supreme value of
the human personality and guaranteed by institutions providing a framework
for its fullest expression.

(3) They reaffirm that democracy is an inherent element of the rule of law. They
recognize the importance of pluralism with regard to political organizations.

(4) They confirm that they will respect each other's right freely to choose and
develop, in accordance with international human rights standards, their
political, social, economic and cultural systems. In exercising this right, they
will ensure that their laws, regulations, practices and policies conform with
their obligations under international law and are brought into harmony with
the provisions of the Declaration on Principles and other CSCE commitments.

(5) They solemnly declare that among those elements of justice which are
essential to the full expression of the inherent dignity and of the equal and
inalienable rights of all human beings are the following:

(5.1) - free elections that will be held at reasonable intervals by secret ballot or
by equivalent free voting procedure, under conditions which ensure in
practice the free expression of the opinion of the electors in the choice of
their representatives;

(5.2) - a form of government that is representative in character, in which the
executive is accountable to the elected legislatum or the electorate;

(5.3) - the duty of the government and public authorities to comply with the
constitution and to act in a manner consistent with law;

(5.4) - a clear separation between the State and political parties; in particular,
political parties will not be merged with the State;

(5.5) - the activity of the government and the administration as well as that of
the judiciary will be exercised in accordance with the system established
by law. Respect for that system must be ensured;

(5.6) - military forces and the police will be under the control of, and
accountable to, the civil authorities;

(5.7) - human rights and fundamental freedoms will be guaranteed by law and
in accordance with their obligations under international law;

(5.8) - legislation, adopted at the end of a public procedure, and regulations will
be published, that being the condition for their applicability. Those texts
will be accessible to everyone;
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(5.9) 	— all persons are equal before the law and are entitled without any 
discrimination to the equal protection of the law. In this respect,  the law 
will prohibit any discrimination and guarantee  to  all persons equal and 
effective protection against discrimination on any ground; 

(5.10) 	— everyone will have an effective means of redress against administrative 
decisions, so as to guarantee respect for fundamental rights and ensure 
legal integrity; 

(5.11) 	— administrative decisions against a person must be fully justifiable and 
must as a rule indicate the usual remedies available; 

	

(5.12) 	— the independence of judges and the impartial operation of the public 
judicial service will be ensured; 

	

(5.13) 	— the independence of legal practitioners will be recognized and protected ,  
in particular as regards conditions for recruitment and practice; 

	

(5.14) 	— the rules relating to criminal procedure wi ll  contain a clear definition of 
powers in relation to prosecution and the measures preceding and 
accompanying prosecution; 

	

(5.15) 	— any person arrested or detained on a criminal charge will have the right, 
so that the lawfulness of his arrest or detention can be decided, to be 
brought promptly before a judge or other officer authorized by law to 
exercise this function; 

	

(5.16) 	— in the determination of any criminal charge against him, or of his rights 
and obligations in a suit at law, everyone will be entitled to a fair and 
public hearing by a competent, independent and impartial tribunal 
established by law; 

	

(5.17) 	— any person prosecuted will have the -right to defend himself in person  or  
through prompt legal assistance of his own choosing or, if he does not 
have sufficient means to pay for legal assistance, to be given it free when 
the interests of justice so require; 

	

(5.18) 	— no one will be charged with, tried for or convicted of any criminal 
offence unless the offence is provided for by a law which defines the 
elements of the offence with clarity and precision; 

	

(5.19) 	— everyone will be presumed innocent until proved guilty according to 
law; 

	

(5.20) 	— considering the important contribution of international instruments in the 
field of human rights to the rule of law at a national level, the 
participating States reaffirm that they will consider acceding to the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and other relevant 
international instruments, if they have not yet done so; 

	

(5.21) 	— in order to supplement domestic remedies and better to ensure that the 
participating States respect the international obligations they have 
undertaken, the participating States will consider acceding to a regional 
or global international convention concerning the protection of human 
rights, such as the European Convention on Human Rights or the 
Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, which provide for procedures of individual recourse to 
international bodies. 
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(6) The participating States declare that the will of the people, freely and fairly
expressed through periodic and genuine elections, is the basis of the authority
and legitimacy of all government. The participating States will accordingly
respect the right of their citizens to take part in the governing of their country,
either directly or through representatives freely chosen by them through fair
electoral processes. They recognize their responsibility to defend and protect,
in accordance with their laws, their international human rights obligations and
their international commitments, the democratic order freely established
through the will of the people against the activities of persons, groups or
organizations that engage in or refuse to renounce terrorism or violence aimed
at the overthrow of that order or of that of another participating State.

(7) To ensure that the will of the people serves as the basis of the authority of
government, the participating States will

(7.1) - hold free elections at reasonable intervals, as established by law;

(7.2) - permit all seats in at least one chamber of the national legislature to be
freely contested in a popular vote;

(7.3) - guarantee universal and equal suffrage to adult citizens;

(7.4) - ensure that votes are cast by secret ballot or by equivalent free voting
procedure, and that they are counted and reported honestly with the
official results made public;

(7.5) - respect the right of citizens to seek political or public office, individually
or as representatives of political parties or organizations, without
discrimination;

(7.6) - respect the right of individuals and groups to establish, in full freedom,
their own political parties or other political organizations and provide
such political parties and organizatioris with the necessary legal
guarantees to enable them to compete with each other on a basis of equal
treatment before the law and by the authorities;

(7.7) - ensure that law and public policy work to permit political campaigning
to be conducted in a fair and free atmosphere in which neither
administrative action, violence nor intimidation bars the parties and the
candidates from freely presenting their views and qualifications, or
prevents the voters from learning and discussing them or from casting
their vote free of fear of retribution;

(7.8) - provide that no legal or administrative obstacle stands in the way of
unimpeded access to the media on a non-discriminatory basis for all
political groupings and individuals wishing to participate in the electoral
process;

(7.9) - ensure that candidates who obtain the necessary number of votes
required by law are duly installed in office and are permitted to remain in
office until their term expires or is otherwise broirght to an end in a
manner that is regulated by law in conformity with democratic
parliamentary and constitutional procedures.
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(8) 	The participating States consider that the presence of observers, both foreign 
and domestic, can enhance the electoral process for States in which elections 
are taking place. They therefore invite observers from any other CSCE 
participating States and any appropriate private institutions and organizations 
who may wish to do so to observe the course of their national election 
proceedings, to the extent permitted by law. They will also endeavour to 
facilitate similar access for election proceedings held below the national level. 
Such observers will undertake not to interfere in the electoral proceedings. 
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II

(9) The participating States reaffirm that

(9.1) - everyone will have the right to freedom of expression including the right
to communication. This right will include freedom to hold opinions and
to receive and impart information and ideas without interference by
public authority and regardless of frontiers. The exercise of this right
may be subject only to such restrictions as are prescribed by law and are
consistent with international standards. In particular, no limitation will
be imposed on access to, and use of, means of reproducing documents of
any kind, while respecting, however, rights relating to intellectual
property, including copyright;

(9.2) - everyone will have the right of peaceful assembly and demonstration.
Any restrictions which may be placed on the exercise of these rights will
be prescribed by law and consistent with international standards;

(9.3) - the right of association will be guaranteed. The right to form and -
subject to the general right of a trade union to determine its own
membership - freely to join a trade union will be guaranteed. These
rights will exclude any prior control. Freedom of association for
workers, including the freedom to strike, will be guaranteed, subject to
limitations prescribed by law and consistent with international standards;

(9.4) - everyone will have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and
religion. This right includes freedom to change one's religion or belief
and freedom to manifest one's religion or belief, either alone or in
community with others, in public or in private, through worship,
teaching, practice and observance. The exercise of these rights may be
subject only to such restrictions as are prescribed by law and are
consistent with international standards;

(9.5) - they will respect the right of everyone to leave any country, including his
own, and to return to his country, consistent with a State's international
obligations and CSCE commitments. Restrictions on this right will have
the character of very rare exceptions, will be considered necessary only
if they respond to a specific public need, pursue a legitimate aim and are
proportionate to that aim, and will not be abused or applied in an
arbitrary manner,

(9.6) - everyone has the right peacefully to enjoy his property either on his own
or in common with others. No one may be deprived of his property
except in the public interest and subject to the conditions provided for by
law and consistent with international commitments and obligations.

(10) In reaffirming their commitment to ensure effectively the rights of the
individual to know and act upon human rights and fundamental freedoms, and
to contribute actively, individually or in association with others, to their
promotion and protection, the participating States express their commitment
to

(10.1) - respect the right of everyone, individually or in association with others,
to seek, receive and impart freely views and information on human rights
and fundamental freedoms, including the rights to disseminate and
publish such views and information;
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(10.2) 	— respect the rights of everyone, individually or in association with others ,  
to study and discuss the observance of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms and to develop and discuss ideas for improved protection of 
human rights and better means for ensuring compliance with 
international human rights standards; 

	

(10.3) 	— ensure that individuals are permitted to exercise the right to association, 
including the right to form, join and participate effectively in non-
governmental organizations which seek the promotion and protection of 

• uman rights and fundamental freedoms, including trade unions and 
human rights monitoring groups; 

	

(10.4) 	— allow members of such groups and organizations to have unhindered 
access to and communication with similar bodies within and outside 
their countries and with international organizations, to engage in 
exchanges, contacts and co-operation with such groups and organizations 
and to solicit, receive and utilize for the purpose of promoting and 
protecting hurnan rights and fundamental freedoms voluntary financial 
contributions from national and international sources as provided for by 
law. 

(11) The participating States further affirm that, where violations of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms are alleged to have occurred, .the effective 
remedies available include 

(11.1) 	— the right of the individual to seek and receive adequate legal assistance; 

(11.2) 	— the right of the individual to seek and receive assistance from others in 
defending human rights and fundamental freedoms, and to assist others 
in defending human rights and fundamental freedoms; 

(11.3) 	— the right of individuals or groups acting on their behalf to communicate 
with international bodies with competence to receive and consider 
information concerning allegations of human rights abuses. 

(12) The participating States, wishing to ensure greater transparency in the 
implementation of the commitments undertaken in the Vienna Concluding 
Document under the heading of the human dimension of the CSCE, decide to 
accept as a confidence-building measure the presence of observers sent by 
participating States and representatives of non-governmental organizations 
and other interested persons at proceedings before courts as provided for in 
national legislation and international law; it is understood that proceedings 
may only be held in camera in the circumstances prescribed by law and 
consistent with obligations under international law and international 
commitments. 

(13) The panicipating States decide to accord particular attention to the 
recognition of the rights of the child, his civil rights and his individual 
freedoms, his economic, social and cultural rights, and his right to special 
protection against all forms of violence and exploitation. They will consider 
acceding to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, if they have not yet 
done so, which was opened for signature by States on 26 January 1990. TheY 
will recognize in their domestic legislation the rights of the child as affirmed 
in the international agreements to which they are Parties. 

(14) The participating States agree to encourage the creation, within their 
countries, of conditions for the training of students and trainees from other 
participating States, including persons taking vocational and technical 
courses. They also agree to promote travel by young people from their 
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countries for the purpose of obtaining education in other participating States
and to that end to encourage the conclusion, where appropriate, of bilateral
and multilateral agreements between their relevant governmental institutions,
organizations and educational establishments.

(15) The participating States will act in such a way as to facilitate the transfer of
sentenced persons and encourage those participating States which are not
Parties to the Convention on the Transfer of Sentenced Persons, signed at
Strasbourg on 21 November 1983, to consider acceding to the Convention.

(16) The participating States

(16.1) - reaffirm their commitment to prohibit torture and other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment, to take effective legislative,
administrative, judicial and other measures to prevent and punish such
practices, to protect individuals from any psychiatric or other medical
practices that violate human rights and fundamental freedoms and to take
effective measures to prevent and punish such practices;

(16.2) - intend, as a matter of urgency, to consider acceding to the Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment, if they have not yet done so, and recognizing the
competences of the Committee against Torture under articles 21 and 22
of the Convention and withdrawing reservations regarding the
competence of the Committee under article 20;

(16.3) - stress that no exceptional circumstances whatsoever, whether a state of
war or a threat of war, internal political instability or any other public
emergency, may be invoked as a justification of torture;

(16.4) - will ensure that education and information regarding the prohibition
against torture are full}i included in the training of law enforcement
personnel, civil or military, medical personnel, public officials and other
persons who may be involved in the custody, interrogation or treatment
of any individual subjected to any form of arrest, detention or
imprisonment;

(16.5) - will keep under systematic review interrogation rules, instructions,
methods and practices as well as arrangements for the custody and
treatment of persons subjected to any form of arrest, detention or
imprisonment in any territory under their jurisdiction, with a view to
preventing any cases of torture;

(16.6) - will take up with priority for consideration and for appropriate action, in
accordance with the agreed measures and procedures for the effective
implementation of the commitments relating to the human dimension of
the CSCE, any cases of torture and other inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment made known to them through official channels
or coming from any other reliable source of information;

(16.7) - will act upon the understanding that preserving and guaranteeing the life
and security of any individual subjected to any form of torture and other
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment will be the sole criterion
in determining the urgency and priorities to be accorded in taking
appropriate remedial action; and, therefore, the consideration of any
cases of torture and other inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment
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within the framework of any other international body or mechanism may 
not be invoked as a reason for refraining from consideration and 
appropriate action in accordance with the agreed measures and 
procedures for the effective implementation of the commitments relating 
to the human dimension of the CSCE. 

(17) The participating States 

(17.1) 	— recall the commitment undertaken in the Vienna Concluding Document 
to keep the question of capital punishment under consideration and to co-
operate within relevant international organizations; 

(17.2) 	— recall, in this context, the adoption by the General Assembly of the 
United Nations, on 15 December 1989, of the Second Optional Protocol 
to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the 
abolition of the death penalty; 

(17.3) 	— note the restrictions and safeguards regarding the use of the death 
penalty which have been adopted by the international community, in 
particular article 6 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights; 

(17.4) 	— note the provisions of the Sixth Protocol to the European Convention for 
the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, concerning 
the abolition of the death penalty; 

	

(17.5) 	— note recent measures taken by a number of participating States towards 
the abolition of capital punishment; 

	

(17.6) 	— note the activities of several non-governmental organizations on the 
question of the death penalty; 

- 

	

(17.7) 	— will exchange information within the framework of the Conference on 
the Human Dimension on the question of the abolition of the death 
penalty and keep that question under consideration; 

	

(17.8) 	— will make available to the public information regarding the use of the 
death penalty. 

(18) The participating States 

(18.1) 	— note that the United Nations Commission on Human Rights has 
recognized the right of everyone to have conscientious objections to 
military service; 

(18.2) 	— note recent measures taken by a number of participating States to permit 
exemption from compulsory military service on the basis of 
conscientious objections; 

(18.3) 	— note the activities of several non-governmental organizations on the 
question of conscientious objections to compulsory military service; 

(18.4) 	— agree to consider introducing, where this has not yet been done, various 
forms of alternative service, which are compatible with the reasons for 
conscientious objection, such forms of alternative service being in 
principle of a non-combatant or civilian nature, in the public interest arid 
of a non-punitive nature; 

(18.5) 	— will make available to the public information on this issue; 
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(18.6) 	— will keep under consideration, within the framework of the Conference 
on the Human Dimension, the relevant questions related to the 
exemption from compulsory military service, where it exists, of 
individuals on the basis of conscientious objections to armed service, and 
will exchange information on these questions. 

(19) The participating States affirm that freer movement and contacts among 
their citizens are important in the context of the protection and promotion of 
hurnan rights and fundamental freedoms. They will ensure that their policies 
concerning entry into their territories are fully consistent with the aims set out 
in the relevant provisions of the Final Act, the Madrid Concluding Document 
and the Vienna Concluding Document. While reaffirming their determination 
not to recede from the commitments contained in CSCE documents, they 
undertake to implement fully and improve present cotnrnitments in the field of 
human contacts, including on a bilateral and multilateral basis. In this context 
they will 

(19.1) 	— strive to implement the procedures for entry into their territories, 
including the issuing of visas and passport and customs control, in good 
faith and without unjustified delay. Where necessary, they will shorten 
the waiting time for visa decisions, as well as simplify practices and 
reduce administrative requirements for visa applications; 

(19.2) 	— ensure, in dealing with visa applications, that these are processed as 
expeditiously as possible in order, inter alia, to talce due account of 
important family, personal or professional considerations, especially in 
cases of an urgent, humanitarian nature; 

(19.3) 	— endeayour, where necessary, to reduce fees charged in connection with 
visa applications to the lowest possible level. 

(20) The participating States concerned I.vill consult and, where appropriate, co- 
operate in dealing with problems that might emerge as a result of the 
increased movement of persons.- 

(21) The participating States recommend the consideration, at the next CSCE 
Follow-up Meeting in Helsinki, of the advisability of holding a meeting of 
experts on consular matters. 

(22) The participating States reaffirm that the protection and promotion of the 
rights of migrant workers have their human dimension. In this context, they 

(22.1) 	— agree that the protection and promotion of the rights of migrant workers 
are the concern of all participating States and that as such they should be 
addressed within the CSCE process; 

	

(22.2) 	— reaffirm their commitment to implement fully in their domestic 
legislation the rights of migrant workers provided for in international 
agreements to which they are parties; 

	

(22.3) 	— consider that, in future international instruments concerning the rights of 
migrant workers, they should take into account the fact that this issue is 
of importance for all of them; 

	

(22.4) 	— express their readiness to examine, at future CSCE meetings, the 
relevant aspects of the further promotion of the rights of migrant workers 
and their families. 
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(23)
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(26) 	The participating States recognize that vigorous democracy depends on the 
existence as an inteeral part of national life of democratic values and practices 
as well as an extensive range of democratic institutions. They will therefore 
encourage, facilitate and, where appropriate, support practical co-operative 
endeavours and the sharing •of information, ideas and expertise among 
themselves and by direct contacts and co-operation between individuals, 
groups and organizations in areas including the following: 

— constitutional law, reform and development, 
— electoral legislation, administration and observation, 
— establishment and management of courts and legal systems, 
— the development of an impartial and effective public service where 

recruitment and advancement are based on a merit system, 
— law enforcement, 
— local government and decentralization, 
— access to information and protection of privacy, 
— developing political parties and their role in pluralistic societies, 
— free and independent eade unions, 
— co-operative movements. 
— developing other forms of free associations and public interest groups, 
— journalism, independent media, and intellectual and cultural life, 
— the teaching of democratic values, institutions and practices in 

educational institutions and the fostering of an atmosphere of free 
enquiry. 

Such endeavours may cover the range of co-operation encompassed in the 
human dimension of the CSCE, including training, exchange of information, 
books and instructional materials, co-operative programmes and projects, 
academic and professional exchanges and conferences, scholarships, research 
grants, provision of expertise and advice, business and scientific contacts and 
programmes. 

(27) 	The participating States will also facilitate the establishment and 
strengthening of independent national institutions in the area of human rights 
and the rule of law, which may also serve as focal points for co-ordination and 
collaboration between such institutions in the participating States. They 
propose that co-operation be encouraged between parliamentarians from 
participating States, including through existing inter-parliamentary 
associations and, inter alia, through joint commissions, television debates 
involving parliamentarians, meetings and round-table discussions. They will 
also encourage existing institutions, such as organizations within the United 
Nations system and the Council of Europe, to continue and expand the work 
they have begun in this area. 

(28) 	The participating States recognize the important expertise of the Council of 
Europe in the field of human rights and fundamental freedoms and agree to 
consider further ways and means to enable the Council of Europe to make a 
contribution to the human dimension of the CSCE. They agree that the nature 
of this contribution could be examined funher in a future CSCE forum. 
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(29)
The participating States will consider the idea of convening a meeting or

seminar of experts to review and discuss CO-operative measures designed to
promote and sustain viable democratic institutions in participating States,
including comparative studies of legislation in participating States in the area
of human rights and fundamental freedoms, inter alia drawing upon the

experience acquired in this area by the Council of Europe and the activities of
the Commission "Democracy through Law".
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(30) The participating States recognize that the questions relating to national 
minorities can only be satisfactorily resolved in a democratic political 
framework based on the rule of law, with a functioning independent judiciary. 
This framework guarantees full respect for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, equal rights and status for all citizens, the free expression of all 
their legitimate interests and aspirations, political pluralism, social tolerance 
and the implementation of legal rules that place effective restraints on the 
abuse of governmental power. 

They also recognize the important role of non-governmental organizations, 
including political parties, trade unions, human rights organizations and 
religious groups, in the promotion of tolerance, cultural diversity and the 
resolution of questions relating to national minorities. 

ney further reaffirm that respect for the rights of persons belonging to 
national minorities as part of universally recognized human rights is an 
essential factor for peace, justice, stability and democracy in the participating 
States. 

(31) Persons belonging to national minorities have the right to exercise fully and 
effectively their human rights and fundamental freedoms without any 
discrimination and in full equality before the law. 

The participating States will adopt, where necessary, special measures for 
the purpose of ensuring to persons belonging to national minorities full 
equality with the other citizens in the exercise and enjoyment of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms. 

(32) To belong to a national minority is a matter of a person's individual choice 
. and no disadvantage may arise from the exercise of such chbice. 

Persons belonging to national minorities have the right freely to express, 
preserve and develop their ethnic, cultural, linguistic or religious identity and 
to maintain and develop their culture in an its aspects, free of any attempts at 
assimilation against their will. In particular, they have the right 

	

(32.1) 	— to use freely their mother tongue in private as well as in public; 

	

(32.2) 	— to establish and maintain their own educational, cultural and religious 
institutions, organizations or associations, which can seek voluntary 
financial and other contributions as well as public assistance, in 
conformity with national legislation; 

	

(32.3) 	— to profess and practise their religion, including the acquisition, 
possession and use of religious materials, and to conduct religious 
educational activities in their mother tongue; 

	

(32.4) 	— to establish and maintain unimpeded contacts among themselves within 
their country as well as contacts across frontiers with citizens of other 
States with whom they share a common ethnic or national origin, 
cultural heritage or religious beliefs; 

	

(32.5) 	— to disseminate, have access to and exchange information in their mother 
tongue; 

(32.6) 	— to establish and maintain organizations or associations within their 
country and to participate in international non-governmental 
organizations. 
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Persons belonging to national minorities can exercise and enjoy their rights 
individually as well as in community with other members of their group. No 
disadvantage may arise for a person belonging to a national minority on 
account of the exercise or non-exercise of any such rig,hts. 

(33) The participating States will protect the ethnic, cultural, linguistic and 
religious identity of national minoritiei on their territory and create conditions 
for the promotion of that identity. They will take the necessary measures to 
that effect after due consultations, including contacts with organizations or 
associations of such minorities, in accordance with the decision-making 
procedures of each State. 

Any such measures will be in conformity with the principles of equality and 
non-discrimination with respect to the other citizens of the participating State 
concerned. 

(34) The participating States will endeavour to ensure that persons belonging to 
national minorities, notwithstanding the need to learn the official  language or 
languages of the State concerned, have adequate opportunities for instruction 
of their mother tongue or in their mother tongue, as well as, wherever possible 
and necessary, for its use before public authorities, in conformity with 
applicable national legislation. 

In the context of the teaching of history and culture in educational 
establishments, they will also take account of the history and culture of 
national minorities. 

(35) The participating States will respect the right of persons belonging to 
national minorities to effective participation in public affairs, including 
participation in the affairs relating to the protection and promotion of the 
identity of such minorities. 

The participating States note the efforts undertaken to protect .and create 
conditions for the promotion of the.ethnic, cultural, linguistic and religious 
identity of certain national minorities by establishing, as one of the possible 
means to achieve these aimi, appropriate local or autonomous administrations 
corresponding to the specific historical and territorial circumstances of such 
minorities and in accordance wiM the policies of the State concerned. 

(36) The participating States recognize the particular importance of increasing 
constructive co-operation among themselves on questions relating to national 
minorities. Such co-operation seeks to promote mutual understanding and 
confidence, friendly and good-neighbourly relations, international peace, 
security and justice. 

Every participating State will promote a climate of mutual respect, 
understanding, co-operation and solidarity among all persons living on its 
territory, without distinction as to ethnic or national origin or religion, and 
will encourage the solution of problems through dialogue based on the 
principles of the rule of law. 

(37) None of these commitments may bc interpreted as implying any right to 
engage in any activity or perform any action in contravention of the purposes 
and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, other obligations  unda 
international law or the provisions of the Final Act, including the principle of 
territorial integrity of States. 

(38) The participating States, in their efforts to protect and promote the rightS Of 
persons belonging to national minorities, will fully respect their undertakings 
under existing human rights conventions and other relevant international 
instruments and consider adhering to the relevant conventions, if they havc 
not yet  donc  so, including those providing for a right of complaint bY 
individuals. 

-41.  



(39) The participating States will co-operate closely in the' competent
international organizations to which they belong, including the United Nations
and, as appropriate, the Council of Europe, bearing in mind their on-going
work with respect to questions relating to national minorities.

They will consider convening a meeting of experts for a thorough discussion
of the issue of national minorities.

(40) The participating States clearly and unequivocally condemn totalitarianism,
racial and ethnic hatred, anti-semitism, xenophobia and discrimination against
anyone as well as persecution on religious and ideological grounds. In this
context, they also recognize the particular problems of Roma (gypsies).

They declare their firm intention to intensify the efforts to combat these
phenomena in all their forms and therefore will

(40.1) - take effective measures, including the adoption, in conformity with their
constitutional systems and their international obligations, of such laws as
may be necessary, to provide protection against any acts that constitute
incitement to violence against persons or groups based on national,
racial, ethnic or religious discrimination, hostility or hatred, including
anti-semitism;

(40.2) -- commit themselves to take appropriate and proportionate measures to
protect persons or groups who may be subject to threats or acts of
discrimination, hostility or violence as a result of their racial, ethnic,
cultural, linguistic or religious identity, and to protect their property;

(40.3) - take effective measures, in conformity with their constitutional systems,
at the national, regional and local levels to promote understanding and
tolerance, particularly in the fields of education, culture and information;

(40.4). - endeavour to ensure that the objectives of education include special
attention to the problem of racial prejudice and hatred and to the
development of respect for different civilizations and cultures;

(40.5) - recognize the right of the individual to effective remedies and endeavour
to recognize, in conformity with national legislation, the right of
interested persons and groups to initiate and support complaints against
acts of discrimination, including racist and xenophobic acts;

(40.6) - consider adhering, if they have not yet done so, to the international
instruments which address the problem of discrimination and ensure full
compliance with the obligations therein, including those relating to the
submission of periodic reports;

(40.7) - consider, also, accepting those international mechanisms which allow
States and individuals to bring communications relating to
discrimination before international bodies.
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(41) The participating States reaffirm their commitment to the human dimension 
of the CSCE and emphasize its importance as an integral part of a balanced 
approach to security and co-operation in Europe. They agree that the 
Conference on the Human Dimension of the CSCE and the human dimension 
mechanism described in the section on the human dimension of the CSCE of 
the Vienna Concluding Document have demonstrated their value as methods 
of furthering their dialogue and co-operation and assisting in the resolution of 
relevant specific questions. They express their conviction that these should be 
continued and developed as part of an expanding CSCE process. 

(42) The participating States recognize the need to enhance further the 
effectiveness of the procedures described in paragraphs I to 4 of the section 
on the human dimension of the CSCE of the Vienna Concluding Document 
and with this aim decide 

(42.1) 	— to provide in as short a time as possible, but no later than four weeks, a 
written response to requests for information and to representations made 
to them in writing by other participating States under paragraph 1; 

(42.2) 	— that the bilateral meetings, as contained in paragraph 2, will take place as 
soon as possible, as a rule within three weeks of the date of the request; 

(423) 	— to refrain, in the course of a bilateral meeting held under paragraph 2, 
from raising situations and cases not connected with the subject of the 
meeting, unless both sides have agreed to do so. 

(43) The participating States examined practical proposals for new measures 
aimed at improving the implementation of the commitments relating to the 
human dimension of the CSCE. In this regard, they considered proposals 
related to the sending of observers to examine situations and specific cases, 
the appointment of rapporteurs to investigate and suggest appropriate 
solutions, the setting up of a Committee on the Human Dimension of the 
CSCE, greater involvement of persons, organizations and institutions in the 
human dimension mechanism and further bilateral and multilateral efforts to 
promote the resolution of relevant issues. 

They decide to continue to discuss thoroughly in subsequent relevant CSCE 
fora these and other proposals designed to strengthen the human dimension 
mechanism, and to consider adopting, in the context of the further 
development of the CSCE process, appropriate new measures. They agree that 
these measures should contribute to achieving further effective progress e  
enhance conflict prevention and confidence in the field of the human 
dimension of the CSCE. 

* * * 
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(44) The representatives of the participating States express their profound
gratitude to the people and Government of Denmark for the excellent
organization of the Copenhagen Meeting and the warm hospitality extended to
the delegations which participated in the Meeting.

(45) In accordance with the provisions relating to,the Conference on the Human
Dimension of the CSCE contained in the Concluding Document of the Vienna
Follow-up Meeting of the CSCE, the third Meeting of the Conference will
take place in Moscow from 10 September to 4 October 1991.

Copenhagen, 29 June 1990
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ANNEX 

CHAIRMAN'S ST'ATEMENT 

ON THE ACCESS OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS AND THE 
MEDIA TO MEETINGS OF 

THE CONFERENCE ON THE HUMAN DIMENSION 

The Chairman notes that the practices of openness and access to the Meetings of the 
Conference on the Human Dimension, as they were applied at the Vienna Meeting and 
as contained in Annex XI of the Concluding Document of that Meeting, are of 
importance to all participating States. In order to follow and build upon those practices 
at forthcoming CSCE meetings of the Conference on the Human Dimension, the 
participating States agree that the following practices of openness and access should be 
respected: 

free movement by members of interested non-governmental organizations 
(NG0s) in the Conference premises, except for the areas restricted to 
delegations and to the services of the Executive Secretariat. Accordingly, 
badges will be issued to them, at their request, by the Executive Secretari= 

— unimpeded contacts between members of interested NGOs and delegates, as 
well as with accredited representatives of the media; 

— access to official documents of the Conference in àll the working languages 
and also to any document that delegates might wish to conununicate to 
members of interested NG0s; 

the opportunity for members of interested NGOs to transmit to delegates 
communications relating to the human dimension of the CSCE. Mailboxes for 
each delegation will be accessible to them for this purpose; 

free access for delegates to  ail documents emanating from interested NGOs 
and addressed to the Executive Secretariat for the information of the 
Conference. Accordingly, the Executive Secretariat will make available to 
delegates a regularly updated collection of such documents. 

They further undertake to guarantee to representatives of the media 

free movement in the Conference premises, except for the areas restricted to 
delegations and to the services of the Executive Secretariat. Accordingly, 
badges will be issued to them by the Executive Secretariat upon presentation 
of the requisite credentials; 

unimpeded contacts with delegates and with members of interested NG0s; 

access to official documents of the Conference in all the working languages. 

The Chairman notes further that this statement will be an Annex to the Document of 
the Copenhagen Meeting and will be published with it. 
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IJr1E NC(IVFZSE ERE DE 0EMDCP-1^=# DE PADC ET D'L31TTE

Nous, chefs d'Etat au do dee Etats participant à la

cmférsnu sur la sécurité et la coopération en F;lirvpe, samms réunis à Paris

à une époque de profonds dlarx3^sr:ts et d'espérances histariqud. L'ère de la

confraitation et de la division en Europe est révolus. Nous déclarons que nos

relations sercnt facdbes désormais sur le respect et la coopération.

L'Europe se Libère de l'héritaqe du passé. L. oo`^rage des ixnn" 'et

des femm , la Tz1; *Jc• de la volcrcté dm peuples, et la forca des idies de

1' Acte f mal de Helsinki Mt cuvas'- uM ire nouvelle de dërO=tie, de paix

et d'unità en Dxtcpe.

Il nous appartier:t aujourd'hui de ;"User les aapirar^c.^s et les attentas

que nas peuples ont rro=iee pariant des dimiLiee : un sng&gwmt indé-

fectible en faveur> de la dàmocratie faydie s= les droits de l'hcms et

les libertés fcxdaamsctales; la progp&ltt par la lfbartà ioor,,,ique et par

1a justice sociale; et uns seurità égale pc= tous nos pays.

Les dix Princiffl de l'Acte final rOus guideront vers cet objectif

ambitieux cCMMs ils ont éclairé notce voie vers dm routions meilleures

au cxxss des quinze dernières annies. Ii plaine mise en couvre de toue

les de la cSCE doit servir de fcKlexant aux initiatives que rrous

^ena^s aujasd•hui par pnmnt,tr+s à nos nations de vivre oonfa^mia^er:t à

leurs aspirations.

Drflits de l'hcnne di:aocratie et Etat de droit

Nais nous engageons à idifiow, ccrsolidsr et raffermir la d3mo=tie

cccm seul systiar de de rns nations. A cet effet, rois nous

oontaraaracr à ce qui mut :

Les droits de l'2Y et les libertés for%damertales sont ^^ à w^

les êtres bMn.ins, inaliénables et g&rarytis par la loi. La resporssabiliti

première des est de les protéger et de les pc=ai%oir. Les

o^esvar et les eaooerw r pleirazestt doruent lez frndeatient à la libert,i, à^

justice et à la paix.



Le gouvernement démocratique repose sur la volonté du peuple, exprimée à 
intervalles réguliees par des élections libres et loyales. La deccratie est 
fondée sur le respet da la personne humaine et de l'Etat da droit. Elle est 
le meilleur garant dé la liberté d'expression, de la tolérance envers tous les 
groupes de La société et de l'égalité des chances' pour chacun. 

La démocratie, de par son caractère ImprémultatifYet pluraliste, implique 

la responsabilité envers l'électorat, l'otaigation pour les pcuvoirs publics 

dise conformer a la loi et l'exercice impartial de La justice. Nul n'est 
au-dessus de la loi-. 

Nous affirmons que, sans discrimination, 

tout individu a le droit à : 

La liberté de pensée, de canscience et de religion ou de conviction, 

La liberté d'expression, 

la liberté d'association et de réunion pacifique, 

la liberté da circulation; 

nul ne sera soumis : 

à arrestation ou détention arbitraires, 

à la tortura ou à tout autre traitement ou detirent œl, inhtmain 

ou dégradant; 

chacun a en outre le droit : 

de cannait= ses droits et de les faire valoir, 

de participer àdes élections libres et loyales, 

d'itre jugé équitablement et publiquement s'il est accusé d'un délit, 

de posséder un bien seul ou en asscciation et de mener des entreprises 

individuelles, 
da jouir da ses droits 4ccnomiques, sociaux et culturels. 
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Nous affirmons que l'identité ethniqps,.culturelle, linguistique et 
religieuse des minorités nationales sera protégée et que les personnes 
appartenant 4 ces minorités ont le droit d'exprimer, de préserver et de 
développer cette identité sans aucune discrtainaticn et en toute égalité 
devant la loi. 

Nous veillerons à ce que chacun jouisse de recours effectifs, sur le plan 
national cu international, contre toute violation de ses droits. 

La plein respect de ces préceptes constitue l'assise sur Laquelle nous 
ncus efforcerons d'édifier la nouvelle *roi». 

Nos Etats coopéreront et se soutiendront mutuellement pour rendre 

irréversibles les acquis démocratiques. 

Liberté économique et responsabilité 

La liberté économique, la justice sociale et une attitude responsable 

l'égard de l'environnement sont indispensables à la prospérité. 

Le libre arbitre individuel, exercé an démocratie et protégé par l'Etat 
de droit, constitue la conditiin nécessaire d'un développement économique et 
social fructueux. Na. favoriserons l'activité économique qui respecte et 
soutient la dignitéhusaine. 

La liberté et le pluralisme politique doivent être pris en compte dans 

la poursuite de notre objectif commun, qui est de développer les économies da 
marché en vue eune croissance économique durable, de la prospérité, de la 

justice sociale, du dévfaloppersse de l'emploi et de l'utilisation rationnelle 
des ressources économiques. Il est important et conforme& notre intérêt à 
tous que le passage à l'économie de marché réussisse dans les pays qui font 
des efforts en ce sens. Cette réussite nous permettra da partager les fruits 
d'un accroissement de la prospérité auquel nous aspirons tous ensemble. Neus 
coopérerons pour atteindre ce but. 

F i  
i 
i 
, 
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la sauvegare• de l' est uns respambilité que toutes

nos nations partagent. Tout en appuyant las efforts nationaux et régionaux

dans ce dczrairst, nous dav+orts aussi tenir compte de la rdcessité urgente

d'une acticrt c=m=s à une plus grande éàmlle.

Relations amicales entre las Etats participants

Maintanant qu'une ère nouvelle s'ouvra en Dmrops ► nous samm résolus

à déval et renforcez l« relations amical« et la ration entre

las Etats d'ilarcpe ► les Etats-Mis d'Amérique et la Canada, et à pruaarvoir

l'amitié entz nos peuples.

Afin de msintsnir et ptzmouvoir la dimoczatia, la paix et l'unité en

F1mvQe, ràcxs noxm aixbgeass solavellemnnt à respecter pleinement lies dix

Principes de l'Acta final de Helsinki. Nous déclarcrâs la validité constante

dQs dix Principes et not'rs détermination à lss mattz^s en pratique. Zbus

les Principes s'appliquent igal-ut et sans réserve, chacun dmètz aux

s'interprétznt en tenant coopta dm autres. Ils cocistitusnt la basa de

ripe relations.

Gocito^t à non obiigatians aux-to=m de la Charte dm Nations Unies

et à nos en vartu de l'Acte final de Helsinki, nous réitérons

notz^a d^tsrmir^tian à nous abstanir dé zsnowir à la awaca ou à l' eaploi de

la for= oanbra l'intigrit[ territoriale ou l' politique de tout

Etat, ou à agir de toute autre manière irromçatibla avac lss pacincipas ou

les buts de cm do=mts. Nvus rappelons que la rxm-r+svprec.rt dos cbligaticcLs

ooRtraet6es aux ts=m de la Charte dm Nations Unies constitue uns violation

du droit international.

Nom rintli=aw aotzt engagement à régler las différends par des moYens

pacifiques. Nous dicidorw de msttra au point dm m6canisms de prévention

et de résolution des acntlits asrtza laa Etats participants.

a,u a=ertt où prend fin la division de l'IIawa, ras nous efforcerons

de donner une qualité nouvelle à nos relations en matière de sécurité, tout

en respectant pleinxmwtt la libarti de choix de chacun dans ce d®aira.

la séasiti est indivisible et la sécurité de dhaqua Etat participant est
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L destin de nos nations est lié à celui de toutes les autres. Nous

apgzyw plaineaent l'Crganisatiat des Nations Uni« et la rentorcement de

son rôle dam la prsnotian de la paix, de la s6a^itt et de la justice

intarnatianales. Nan riattiLmocn r%ytre engaqeont en tave= des principes

et dm bits des Nations Unies tels qu' ils sarft irrn^s dam la Charte et

ooc^daanor^s touta violation de oes principes. Nous zs avec

satisfaction la rôle de plus an plus imp=tant de l'-anisatian des

Nations mies dans is monc3s et san efficacité croissanta, stimulée par

1' amilioration des relatiors a àt=a rns Etats.

Cazsciants de l' acvità dm besoins d'une qrarce partie du arocds, noxm

nous frx;aqmm à ttra solidaires avec tais les autres paYs. Naœ larçoni donc

aujourd'hui de Paris un appel à tout« les nations cbà monde. Nous nous tercra

prêts à nous joindre à l'ensemble das Etats et à c3sacvn d" entre eux dans un

effort oaQaun pour protéger et- taire prograwr la aamLsautL clos valeurs

hunaines fcndmoentales.



CRIENTATTCNS MIR L'AVENIR 

Nous fondant sur notre ferma engagement à appliquer pleinement tous 
les principes et toutes les dispositions de la CSCE, nous sommes désormais 
résolus à imprimer un nouvel élan à un dévelfflpenent équilibré et général da 

notre coopération dans le but da répondre aux besoins at aux aspirations 
de nos peuples. 

Dimension humaine 

Nous déclarons que notre respect dee droits de l'homme et des libertés 

forearientales est irrévocable. Nous appliquerons pleinement et développerons 

les dispositions de la CSCE relatives à la dimensionhumaine. 

Nous appuyant sur le Document da la Réunion de Copenhague de la 

Conférence sur la dimension humaine, nous coopérerons pour renforcer 

les institutions démocratiques at promouvoir l'application du principe de 

l'Etat de droit. A cette fin, nous décidons de convoquer un séminaire 
d'experts à Celo du 4 au 15 novembre 1991. 

- Résolus âencourager la contribution précieuse des minorités nationales 

Il la vie da noe sociétés, nous nous engageons à améliorer encore leur 

situation. Nous réaffirmons notre profonde conviction que des relations 

amicales entre nos peuples ainsi que la paix, la justice, la stabilité et 

la démocratie exigent que l'identité ethnique, culturelle, linguistique et 

religieuse dee minorités nationales soit protégée et que dee conditions 

favorables & la promotion de cette identité soient créées. Nous déclarons 

que lee questions relatives =minorités nationales ne peuvent trouver da 

réponses satisfaisantes que dane un cadre politique démocratique. Nous 

reconnaissons en outre que lee droits dee personnes appartenant à des 

minorités nationales doivent étre pleinement respectés comme faisant partie 

des droits de l'homme universels. Conscients qu'il est nécessaire et urgent 

d'accroitre la coopération en ce qui concerne les minorités nationales, ainsi 

que d!améliorer leur protection, nous décidons de convoquer une réunion 

d'experts sur les minorités nationales, qui se tiendra à Genève du ler au 

19 juillet 1991. 
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Mous exprimons notre détermination à lutter contre toutes lee formes da 
haine raciale ou ethnique, d'antisémitisme, de xénophobie et da discrimination 
envers toute personne, ainsi que de persécution pour des motifs religieux ou 
idéologiques. 

Conformément aux engagements que nous avons pris dans le cadra de 

la ŒCE, nous soulignons que la liberté de circulation et de contacts entre 
nos citoyens, ainsi que la libre circulation da l'information et dés idées, 
sont essentielles4 la pérennité et au  -développement de sociétés libres et 
de cultures florissantes. Ndus nous félicitcns - du développement du tourisme 

et des visites entre nos pays. 

La mécanisme de la dImension humaine a fait ses preuves et nous sommes 
donc résolus à le développer afin d'y inclure de nouvelles procédures 
comranant, entre autres, les services d'experts al un collige de 
personnalités éminentes ayant l'expérience des questions relatives aux droits 

de l'home qui pourraient étre soulevées dans le cadre da mécanisme. Nous 
veillerons, dans le contexte dU mécanisme, à ce que les particuliers 
participent à la protection de leurs droits. Par conséquent, nous nous 
engageons à élargir encore nos engagements à cat égard, en particulier à 
la Réunion de Mbsoou de la Conférence sur la dimeneion humaine, sans préjuger 
des obligations contractées aux termes des instmisents internationaux . 

existants auxquels nos Etats peuvent étre parties. 

Nous reccnnaissons l'importInte contribution chi Conseil de l'Europe à 

la pst:motion des droits de l'hasze, des principes de la démocratie et de 

l'Etat de droit, ainsi qu'au dévelcçpasent de la coopération culturelle. Nous 
nous félicitons de l'inliret asinifeeth par plusieurs Etats participants quant 

I une adhésion au Ornseil de l'Europe et à sa Corriention européenne dis droits 

de l'homme. Ncus =a félicitons du fait que le Conseil de l'Europe est prèt 

à mettre scn expérience au service de la Œ. 

Sécurité  

L'évolution de l'tivironnement politique et militaire da l'EUrope ouvre 

des possibilités nouveles d'efforts communs dans le domaine de la seurità 

militaire. Notre actin s'appuiera sur les résultats importants obtenus de 

le Traité sur les Forces armées conventionnelles in Europe et dans le cade 



- 10 -

des N3gociaticns sur les mesuras de oonfiarxaa et de siairité. Nous rx=

OMaqaaM à Poursuivre les Kigociatians IrDCS selon ls mène asardat et à nous

effarcar de les cnnclurs d'ici la Réunion principale de suivi'ds la csŒ qui

sa tierxta à Helsinki en 1992. Nam rom félicitons en outre 'c1a la décision

des Etatà participants concernés de poursuivra la t3^qociation FŒ selon la

mêas mandat et de s'efforcer de la conclure d'ici la Réunion sur les Suites de

la ^ qui ss tierntr3 à Helsinki. A la alite d'une période de préparations

naticeales, MIS «Pérans voir s'instaurer une covpiration plus structurée

antrt tous las Etats participants sur les questions de sécurité, et s'ouvrir

des disc.ussions et des ocs:sultatiara aritrs les trente-quatra Etats parti-

cipants en vue de nier pa= 1992, à partir de la conclusion de la Réunion

sur les; Suites de la cSCE qui se tiarxtra i Helsinki, de nouvelles négociations

sur la désarmwent et la ranfazamrent de la confiance et de la siccité,

ouvertes à tais les Etats participanta.

Nous demarxkris la conclusion la plus tôt pcsaibls de la C7anventicn air

l'interdiction universelle, globale et affectivunent vérifiable des armes

chimiques, et nous avass l'intention d' en ètre signataires dès l'origine.

Nous r6affi=mans l'importance de l'initiative Cials aswerts et deasarckatia

l'heureuse asyclusian de am riiqociatiara dis que possible. *

Bien qua la risque de oazflit in ELmcps ait diminué, d'autres dangers

menacent la stabilité de tns sociitàs. Nous s®es résolus à mcQirar

pour difet%tre les instituticss tiquas cactzs des activités menies en

violation de l' , de l'égalité souveraine ou de l'int6grità terri-

tcriale des Etats participenti. Il s'agit notamment d'activités illégales

inüuant la imarcitian, la subversion ou dm psesaicra ax,ero6es de

l'cctirisa.

Nam ardaarrocss saris réserve c=e criminels tais les actes, méthodes

et pratiques et axpsimans rrtza détermination à oeuvrer à

-l' ilimirsaticn du terrorisme, tant s= la plan bilatéral qua par uns

oooQ^ration multilatirala. Nom unirons aussi nas forces pour lutter

caeià•a le trific des st.2péfiarcts.



1 Conscients que le règlement pacifique des différends est un complément 

essentiel au devoir qu'ont les Etats de s'abstenir de recourir à la =rectal 

à l'emploi de la force, tous deux étant des éléments essentiels au maintien 
et à la cdnsolidation da la paix et da le sécurité internationales, nous 

chercherons non seulement des mesures efficaces da prévenir, par des moyens 
politiques, les conflits qui menaceraient d'éclater, mais encore nous 

définirons, conformément au droit international, des mécanismes appropriés 
afin de régler pacifiquement tout différend qui pourrait survenir. Par 

conséquent, nous nous engageons à rechercher de nouvelles formes de 000eirati 

dans ce domaine, en particulier une gamme de méthodes applicables au règle= 

pacifique des différends, y compris l'intervention obligatoire d'une tierce 

partie. Ndus insistons sur le fait que tout le parti possible devrait, dus 

contexte, être tiré de l'occasion fournie par la Réunion sur le règlement 
pacifique des différends, qui se tiendra à La Valette au début da 1991. Is 

Conseil des ministres des affaires étrangères tiendra =opte du Rapport de 

la Réunion de La Valette. 

CoM4ratical diœrlOatiCgle 

MUS 111111.5tCrig Slir le fait qu'uns coopération icorcmigue fondée sur 

l'économie de marché constitue un élément essentiel de nos releticra et 

oentribuera à la construction d'une Europe prospère et unie. Las institut' 

deccratiques et la liberté diccnceeque favorisent le progrès éccrcmique et 

social, =se cela a été reconnu dans le Document de la œnfirence de Eau, 

sur la coapiraticr diccnatique, dcnt nous soutenons fartanent les résultats. 

Nas soulignons que la coopération dans le domaine de l'économie, de 

la science et de la technologie est aujourd'hui un pilier important da la 

CSCE. Les Etats participants devraient examiner périodiquement les progid 

réalisés et imprimer de nouveaux élans dans ces &moines. 

Ndus sommes convaincus gue notre coopération économique générale duel 

etre développée, la libre entreprise encouragée et les échanges accrus et 
diversifiés conformément aux règles du, GATT. Nous encouragerons la juse 

sociale et le progrès social et améliorerons le bien-étre da nos peuples. 

ce contexte, nous reconnaissons l'importance de politiques efficaces pcx 

traiter le problème du chdmage. 



Ndus réaffirmons la nécessité de ccntinuer & soutenir les pays 

démocratiques dans leur transition 'vers l'instauration da 1' Unie de marché 
et la mise en place des baume d'une croissance &Dom:clique et sociale autonome, 

comme l'a déjà entrepris le Groupe Yes vingt-quatre pays. Ndus soulignons 
encore la nécessité da mieux les intégrer au ,système économique et financier 
international, ce qui implique l'acceptation des devoirs comme des avantages. 

Ndus estimons qu'en insistantdawartage sur la ccopération éccnanique 

dans le cadra du processus de la CSCE, compte devrait étre tenu des intérêts 
des Etats participants en développement. 

Ndus rappelens le lien qui existe entre le respect et la promotion des 

droits da l'hcmme et des libertés fatales et le progrès scientifique. 

La ccepération dans le &mains de la science et da la technologie jouera 

un rôle fondamental dans le diveleppement économique et social. Elle doit 

donc aller dans le sens d'un plus grand partage des informations et des 

connaissances scientifiques et techniques pertinentes, dans le but da combler 

le fossé technologique qui existe entre les Etats participants. Ndus enccu-

rageons aussi les Etats participants à oeuvrer ensemble au diveleppement 

du potentiel humain et de l'esprit de libre _entreprise. 

Ndus semas déterminés à imprimer l'élan nécessaire à la cccpération 

entre nos Etats dans les domaines de l'énergie,  des transperts et du tourisme 

pour le dévelcppement iconcmique et social. Ndus ncus félicitons, en 

particulier, des meures pratiques da nature à crier des conditions optimales 

pour un développement iccnomique et rationnel des resscurces énergétiques, 

en accordant l'attention nécessaire aux questiens d'envircnnement. 

Ndus reconnaisscns le rôle important cia la Communauté européenne dans 

le dévelowenent politique et éconcmique en EUrope. Des erganisations 

économiques internaticnales comme la Commission économique des Natiens Unies 

pour l'EUrope (Œzemt), les Institutions da Bretton Wdeds, l'Crganisation de 

cccpération et de développement économiques (CE), l'Association européenne 

de libre-échange (A114 et la Chambre de cemmerce internationale (CCI) ait  

aussi une tàche censidérable à accomplir pour promouvoir la coopération 

éconcmique, qui sera encore renforcée par la création da la Banque européenne 

pour la reccnstruction et le développement (BERD). Afin da poursuivre nos 
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objectifs, nous insistons sur la fait qu'il est indispensable ds ==.d=.mr

afficacumsnt les activités de cas argsnisations et auttons l'aaxnt sur

la niesssità de msttrs au peint des méthodes permettant à tais nœ Etats

de p&asx2cs part à as activitis.

Nom rsoocmafssons 1'urgsrcts nécessité de nam saisir des problèmes

de l' M in 1, et I' iaçcrtanoa dm efforts mttzq=is à titre individuel,

ou en aoopLtation dans ce ciaaains. Nam rxous ^rxj arg ac^s à raclcubler d'efforts

Paz Proti4s= et mmàliCrar IXoàs , afin de rétablir et de

main*m++ r l' iquilibrs i=lcqiqut dam Vair, dam l'sau et dans 1a sol. Ncus

scnmes par corsiiquerzt résolue à tirer taut la parti pemible du cadre de

la cSCE pxs formuler dm et du objectifs c=z=w un matière

d' , et prolonger ainsi lm trawaux daM swd compte le Plapport

de la R,iutiaci de Sofia sur la protection de 111 sment.

Na:s fnaistcra sts le rôle important d'une société bien inf=màe

permettant au public et aux particuliers de pzandr^ dm initiativss pour

l' amiliaraticn de 1' .'A cette fin,, rrous nous s-mgacToas

à prcoaiwir la ssnsibil3satirn st 1' irit=ticn du publia en matière

d' , ainsi que 1' itsfaxntiai di public sur l'incidence des

politiquee, des projets et dm pz- o;z 1 suc l' .

Nais dorcxns priarit[ à l'adoption de techniques propre.s st produisant

pou de d&dwrb, vampta tuu de la r^ioescité d'appui« dm pays qui n'ont pas

enoàrs les acyens de p,esxtc per et>.-otc» les mesures voulues.

Nais sculigràcns que les politiques de l' devraient itrxw=zt

4taY6es par dm mesures là#slativ« et dm structures administratives

approçri3a afin de garantir leur a=' icaticn affective.

Nous irnsistons sur la t-iceasit,é d' ilatxtw de nouvsllas mesures prévoYar%

1' évaluation systàmtiqui du respect des e3dstants et, en outre,

de définir am frM gm-its plus ambitiax en matifte de rnatificatian et

d' édhanp d' infczmaticns sur l'état de 1' et las risques

pgtaTtiols pax l' . Nws nous fêlicitarss aussi de la criatian

de l'Agence «=p6w= pcx= 1' •
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Nous saluons Les travaux activités opérationnelles, études axées sur 
la résolution de problèmes et analyses des politiques - gui sont menés dans 
les diverses orgeisaticns intornaticnees qui s'occupent déjà de protacticn 

de l'envirommodulé comme le Programme des Nation ties pour l'environnement 
(PNUE), la Commission économique des Nations Unies pour l'Europe (CEE/CNU) 

et l'Organisation de coopération et de développeront économiques (OCDE). Nous 

mettons l'accent sur la nécessité da renforcer leur coopération et d'assurer 
une coordination efficace de leurs actions. 

Oalture 

Ndus ra=nnaisscrs que notre culture commune européenne et nos valeurs 

partagées ont contribué da manière essentielle à surmonter la division 

du continent. Par conséquent, nous soulignons notre attadhement à la liberté 

créatrice, ainsi qu'à la protection et la promotion da notre patrimoine 

culturel et spirituel, dans toute sa richesse et sa diversité. 

En raison des changements récemment survenus an Europe, nous insistons 

sur l'impartance'accrue du lloque de Cracovie et nous en attardons l'examen 

de directives pour une coopiestion renforcée dans le domaine de la culture. 

Nous invitons le *mail de l'EUrope4 apporter sa contribution à ce Colloque. 

Afin de promouvoir une meilleure connaissarce mutuelle entre nos peuples, 
nous favorisons la création de centres cultures dans les villes d'autres 

Etats participants, ainsi qu'une coopération accrue dans le domaine de 

l'audiovisuel et des échanges plus développés dans le domaine de la musique, 

du thé&tre, de la littérature et des arts. 

Nous sommes résolus à faire des efforts particuliers dans nos politiques 

nationales pour promouvoir une m'ailleurs compréhension, notamment entre 

les jeunes, par des échanges cultures, la coopération dans tous les domaines 

de l'éducation et, plus spécifiquement, par l'enseignement et la formation 

dispensés dans les langues d'autres Etats participants. Nous avons l'intention 

d'examiner les premiers résultats da cette action lors de la Réunion principale 

de suivi de Helsinki, qui se tiendra en 1992. 



Travailleurs migrants 

Nous reconnaissons que les questions relatives aux travailleurs migrants 
et 4 leur famille résidant légalement dans les pays d'accueil comportant des 
aspects économiques, cultures et sociaux, ainsi que leur propre dimension 
humaine. Nous réaffirmons que la protaction et la promotion da leurs droits, 

ainsi que le respect des obligations intarnaticnales correseedentas, sont nota 
préoccupation commune. 

Méditerranée 

Nous estimons que les changements politiques fondamentaux survenus en 
Europe revétent une signification positive pour la région miditarrmnéenne. 

Nous poursuivrova donc nos efforts pcur renforcer la sécurité et la 
coopération en Méditarranie, en tant qu'élément important de stabilité en 
arme. Nous nous félicitons du Rapport de la Réuni= da Palma de Majorque 
sur la Méditerranée, dont nous soutenons tous les résultats. 

g  Nous sommes préoccupés par les tensions persistantes dans la région, et 

réitérons notre détermination à intensifier nos efforts pour trouver, par dés 
moyens pacifiques, des solutions justes, viables et durables aux problèmes 
cruciaux en suspens, fondées sur le respect des Principes de l'Acte f ira.  

Nous souhaitons promouvoir dis conditions favorables au de/empanne 
harmonieux et à la diversificeicri des relations avec les Etats militsrranéems 
rcrt participants. La coopération renforcée avec ces Etats sera poursuivie 

dans le bit da promouvoir le développement écornait:me et social et, par sui> 

d'acoroltre ainsi la stabilité dans la région. A cette fin, ncus nous 

efforcerons, de concert avec ces pays, de réduire de façon substantielle 
l'écart de prospérité entre l'Eurcpe et ses voisins méditarraniens. 



rs
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Nais rappxloca la rdla important joué par les axqanisaticns
rx,n +is, les graps religieux et autres et les particuliers dans

la réalisation des objectifs de la c^CE et nous axitisuarcns à faciliter leurs

activit6s an faveur de la mi» an oazvra d« mqaq«mMa de la cSCE par les

Etats Participants. P= aoccmplir les t3ctxs im{ottarttas qui sont les leurs,

ces crgx+n,isaticrLS, groupes et particuliers doivent itrs associds de manière

apç^v^ide a= activitis et amc noxvallem structures de la csCE.
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SIRUCTURES rai INSITIUTICtiS 	J  PIZCESSCS DE LA CSCE 

Nos efforts .OàmCiuns pour consolider le respect des droits de 
l'homme, la démocratie et l'Etat de droit, renforceras paix et 
promouvoir l'unité en Europe appellent un dialogue et une coopération 
politiques d'une qualité' nouvelle et, par conséquent, un développement 
des structures da la Œ.  

Wintensification de nos cœsultations à tous les niveaux est 
&une importance primordiale pour donner forme à nos relations futures. 
Acette fin, nous décidons de ce qui suit : 

Ndus, chefs d'Etat ou da gouvernement, tiendrons notre prochaine 

réunion à Helsinki à l'occasion de la Réunion organisée dans 
le cadre des Suites de la CSCE, qui aura lieu en 1992. Par La 
suite, nous nous rencontrerons à l'occasion des réunions de suivi 
ultérieures. 

Nos ministres des affaires étrangères se réuniront en Conseil 
régulièrement et au moins une fois l'an. Ces réunions constitueront 

l'enceinte centrale des oonsultations politiques dans le cadre 
du processus de la Œ. Le Conseil examinera les questions qui 
relèvent de la Conférence sur la sécurité et La coopération en 
Europe et prendra les décisions appropriées. 

La première riunion du Conseil se tisndra à Berlin. 

Un Comité de. hauts  forctionnaires préparera les réunions du Conseil 

et exécutera ses décisions. Le Comité examinera les affaires 
courantes et pourra prendre les décisions appropriées, y compris 

sous forme de recommandations au Conseil. 

Des réunions supplémentaires des reprèsentanta des Etats 

participants pourront être décidées afin de débattre des questions 

présentant un caractère urgent. 
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L Crraail éhadiara la misa au point de dispositicns pour

la oonvocaticn de ria.aiians du caitt dm hauts facticrmaires

dans des aituaticru d'urgence.

Des réunions d'autres ministres pourront aussi être d6cidées entre

les Etats participants.

Afin d'asaurer la soutien admi nistratif de ces c=mLltatiormr,

nous créa un Sacrftariat à Prague.

Les réunicca de suivi des Etats participants sa tierxdrait en

principe tous les deux ans pax permettre atac Etats participants

de faire la point de la situation, d'examiner l'exécution de leurs

et d'diyiaacpw de nouvmlles initiatives s'inscrivant

dans la prooaesstia de la Œ.

Nom décida» de crier un Centre de prévention dm conflits à

vienne, pour aidar la Occweil. à réduire la risqua de conflit.

Nom décidons d'établir un Bureau dm ilectiass libres à Varsovie,

pax faciliter les contacts et l'échange d'inf^aa+^atian

sur les élections dam las États participacits.

Reconnaissant la rôle 3apc,rtant qua des parla**+}- pauvQat jvuE+r

dans la processus de la CSCE, nous saàtsaitcns une plus grande

participation parl^ttaira dans la c5=, en particxlier par la

création d'une aaaamblia pat3euntair+e de la CSCZ réunissant des

m®taes des pnrlamants de tous les Etats participants. A cette fin,

nous dimamdr.ns instmmat qua des contacts soient poursuivis au

niveau parlamuttafre pax débattre du d®nina d'activité, des

métlxdQS de travail et des di3positians de procédure d'une tells

structure parlementaire de la cSCE, en alinspirant de l'expérience

aoquiss et dm travaux dijà réalisée dans ce dcmaine.

Nais demandais à nos ministres des affaires *Uarclères d'examiner

à nouveau cette question à l'occasion de leur première r*jnicn en

CocLSail.
• s •
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Las modalités de procédure et clic:mutilation relatives à certaines 
dispositions contenues dans La Chari.. de Paris pour une nouvelle Europe 
figurent dans le Document ccoplémentaire qui est adopté en rems tamps que 
La Charte de Paris. 

Nous chargeons le Conseil da prendre les meeures additionnelles qui 
pourraient étre nécessaires pour assurer l'application des décisions contenues 
dans le présent document, ainsi que dans le Document complémentaire, et 
d'envisager de nouveaux efforts en vue de renforcer la sécurité et La 
coopération en EUrope. Le Conseil pourra adopter tout amendement au Dccurent 
complémentaire qu'il pourra juger approprié. 

* • * 

L'original de la Charte de Paris pour une nouvelle Europe, réligé en 
allemand, anglais, espagnol, français, italien et russe, sera remis au 
Gouvernement de la République française qui le conservera dans ses archives. 

CM= des Etats participants recevra du Gouvernement de Ls République 

française une =pie =far= de la Charte de Paris. 	 II; eeq 
rà F 

Ida 
Le texte de la Charte de Paris sera publié dans chaque Etat participant, 

- 199 

La Gouvernement de la République française est prié da transmettre 
au Secrétaire général des Naticne Unies, an vue de sa diffusion à tous les 

mer« de l'Organisation came document officiel des Nations Unies, le tales 

de la Charte de Paris pcur une nouvelle EUrope, qui West pas recevable pour 

litre enregistré au titre de l'article 102 de la Charte des Nations Mies. 

Le Gouvernement de la République française est également prié da 

transrettra le texte de la Charte de Paris 4 toutes les autres organisations 

internationales =Miami= dans la texte. 

qui le diffusera et le fera connaltre le plus largement possible. 



-20-

F7n foi da quoi, nais, nasssignés hauts das Etatz

participants, =racisnts de la haute sigttitication politique que i'--us

attachons aux risultats de la Rtuatian au s=Imt, rt rx= diclarar., risolus

à agir conformément aux di^ositicra qua nous awns adopté«, avc,.Ls aPposi

notre signature au bas du présœit docmant :

Gefertiqt Dona
zu Paris, at Paris,
don 21. on 21
Ncvvcber Novsmbxr
1990, 1990,
nameris in the rfams of

Hacho Fait
en Paris, à Paris,
si 21 la 21
de rrovisCË:n navœbs
da 1990 1990
en txmtsr+e da au nam

Fatto CosepaeHo
a Parigi a iSapcsM
il 21 21 Ho96gst
ncv+t*= 1990 crora
1990 o'r Xmem
in t'f31e
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SUPPLEMENIRRY =MENT  'TO GIVE EFFECT TO =AM PROVISICNS 
COI/MINED Di TEE CHARTER OF PARIS FCR A NEW EUXPE 

=UM SUPLEKENTARIO PARA DAR VALID= A  ALGUNAS DISPOSICICN1S 

QUE FIGURAN EN IA CARTA DE PARIS PARA tle, WJEVA EURDPA 

CO:WM CCKPLEZIENTRIRE REIATI7 A IA NISE EN APPLICATICU 

DE =WM DISPDSTTICNS ŒNTENUES CANS IA CSARTE 

CZ PA= POUR WE men= caw! 

DOCUKERTO SUPPLEMERTARE PER uxTrumman DI TILUNE D/SPOSIZMMNI 

CDNIENUTE NELLA CARTA DI PARIGI PER WA NUDVA EUROPA 

2CICIMIBITEIUgilia =WSW/ Ce OCYCLIECIVIEXiii COPED:Z=1M 

=MEMO , =zifflexot B  meoccal MPTiff MN Meal ESECON 

PARIS 1990 



DOCUMENT CCMPLEMENTAIRE RELATIFAIAMISE ER APPLICATICN 
DE CERTAINES DISPOS/MOINS CCNTENUES DANS LA CHARTE 

DE PARIS POUR UNE NCUVELLE EUROPE 

. 	. 
Les procédures et les modalités d'organisation relatives 1 certaines 

dispositions contanues dans la Charte de Paris pur une nouvelle ' EUrope, 
signée à Paris, le 21 novembre 1990, sant exposées ci-après. 

I. ARRANC;EKENTS 124SITIVITCENELS 

A. LE CCNSE:11 

1. Le Conseil, composé des ministres des affaires étrangères des Etats 

participants, est l'enceinte centrale de consultations politiques régulières 

au sein du processus de la Œ. 

2. La COnseil : 

- examinera les questions relevant de la 0o-inf4rence sur la sécurité 

et la coopération en EUrope et prendra les décisions appropriées; 

- préparera les réunions des chefs d'Etat ou de gouvernement des Etati 

participants, accomplira les taches que ces réunions auront définies 

et appliquera les décisions qu'elles auront prises. 

3. La Conseil se réunira régulièrement et au moins uns fois l'an. 

4. Les Etats participants pourront décider de tenir des réunions 

supplémentaires du COnseil. 

S. Pendant toute la durée de chaque réunion du =mail,' la présidence sera 

assurée par le représentant du pays tete. 

6. Un ordre du jour des réunions du Ce:oeil, comprenant des propositions 
relatives au lieu - sur une base de rotation - et 4 la data de la réunion 

suivante, sera préparé par le Comité des hauts fonctionnaires. 
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s. LE CCI= DES HAtJTS tTi^CTyCtou1IIiFs

2. LIn Caaitt des hauts fccctimaires pripar-=a les travaiac du Omn,ieil,

appliqvsra ses dicisiora, axamirara les affaires amsatttas at w:visaqara

les tutu= trava= de la CSC^, y acnlwis sas relations avec dl autres irLStarces

intarrtiaticcsales.

2. Afin de pripnrer l'c¢tiàs du je= des riuasiacss & Cnseil, le Ccmit.i

ditermin^ra les thèmes de discussion à pettir des sucxgesticns pr6saryt4es

par les Etats participants. La Cm+it6 artitara tai =dz du je= provisoire

pou de tmps avant la réunion du Cw»&U.

3. Chaq%» Etat particiParct ëtablira un point de contact qui permettra de

ccmzniquer au Secrétariat, qui les rassemblera et les diffusera, les

suggestions relatives aux travamc du Cimitf , et de taeiliter la ccco-nfcatian

ents le Seczttariat et chaque Etat participant.

4. chaque rianian du Cmiti sera prisi.dire par un &%= seritant de l' Etat

dcnt la ministre des affaires itrsrqires aura amai la pr6oi3wr.e lors

de la r6aticr pziofdmnte du cbcnail. lien rlMians seaccstt =rJuqu6es par

le Prisident du Camiti après ccnmltatian rac les Mats participants.

lm ri+mi.ans du càaitl se tiesx2ractt au siège du Secrétariat et na

d=ez art pas plus de da= jaaa, szu! s' il en est d6cidU auàrœrnt. lm

z+iuniais pz6o4rlarst i=idfatmmnt une rimian du Conseil se tivx2re&,t là al

se r6uzira la c3ormai1.

5. Po= dm rainera pratsqu.., la prmiire rëmicn du amitf ie tierxira 1

Viesma du 28 au 29 janvier 1991. Elle sera prisidie par le rqxisœitmt de lt

Ycuc,pslavie.

C. MECANI3dE D'UtiGFZKE

Le Conseil disartsra la possibilité de mettz^a en place un micanisme

pour la convocation de ritadrns du C®itL des hauts tanc.tiarra iret dans

des situaticns d'tagenœ.
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1. Das réunions de suivi rscXcupam las Etats participants aa tierrtrCSnt en

ràqla qinérala tous; lss da= am. Laur dm" na dépassera pas trois mois,
sauf s'il an est dicidl autrement.

E. LE SEMEMRin DE U CSCE

- fclrTliZa la -soutien administratif dés 2"44niGe3s du Omnsail et du Comité

das hauts fcncLiannairm;

- conserva des ardiws relatives à la doaznntatian da la CSCE et

diffusera les doaments sur demanda des Etats participants;

- fournira des fntaramticns relatives à la CSCE et entrant dam la domine
public aux particuliers, aux cm, aux crganisaticra international« et
aux Etats non participants;

- fcurnitq son a1da, en tant que de besoin, aux axict-itifs des
r*aiicns au sommet, r6mians de suivi ou dlintasmsian da la CSCE.

2. L. Secrétariat axicutara les autrs tsches qua la CxSail ou la Csaitt

des hauts fanctirnrsairas lui aasignezarcL.

3. Afin dl' eaiciter lm t3c3m pricisies ci-dessatss, la Saczitariat
ac^esYàa s

-un directeur, saaporssabla devant la Onraail par l'inttrmid'imire du Comité
des hauts fccrtiarna.ites;

- trois àe%{ri3trateu¢s dsatcos da l,azgwti.satian das rimians (y oaqais
la protocole et la siaritl) , da la dccumentat.iai et de 1,1 infarmatian
et des questions financières et admi*+;stra*{vi%s. Cutre cm fonctions,
la directe= pourra confier d1lautres changes eiana la cadrs daa tliches

du Secritariat;

- du Personnel adm{nis*r+tit et tedvii,que, reczut+t par la direc.̂ tam.
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F. Cie= DE PREVENTICH DES =Fars (CPC) 

1. La Cantre de prévention des if its aidera la conseil L réduire les risques 
de conflit. Les factions et la structare du Contre sent décrits« ci-dessous. 

2. Pendant la phase initiale de son activité, le Centre aura peur rdle 
d'appayer l'applicaticn de mesures de confiance et de sécurité (HOCS) . talles que: 

- lmécanisme de cansultaticn et de ccxeration concernant des activités 
militaires inhabituelles, 

- l'échange annuel d'inforaaticns militaires, 

- le réseau de cxstruiticatiens, 

- les rétiniens anrstelles d'évaluatien de l'application; 

- la cccpératien relative aux incidents damerai= de nature militaire. 

3. La Centre ;leurrait assumar d'autres ferCtiens et la lista ci-dessus ne 
préjuge &aucune tIche pl taira relative L uns prcoldura de ccnciliaticrt 

«t cas de différend, ni de tiches plus générales relatives au règlement des 
différends, qui pcurraiant lui Ur' assignées ultirieurament par le Ccnseil 
des ministres des affaires étrangirea. 

Conità consultatif 

4. La *mité ccnsultatif, =posé de représentants de tous les Etats 

participants, sera responsable devant le Conseil. 1D't règle générale, ces 

reprisantants garent les chefs de délégation aux Hileciatiens sur les mesures 
de ccnfiarce et da sào.irità ()CCS) jusqu'à la Rbartien da suivi de Helsinki. 

La Oziaité censultatif 

- ocervcquara les Etats participants aux réunions qui peurrcrst être termes 
divis le cadre du mécanisme relatif aux activités militaires inhabituelles; 

• cenvcquara les réunions arr.:alles d'évaluation da l'application; 



- préparera des séminaires eur les doctrines militaires et d'autres 
séminaires du méme typa dont pourront ccnvenir les Etats participants; 

- dirigera le Secritariat du Centre; 

- servira de cadre  &  la discussicn et à l'iclaircismement, le cas ichéant, 
des informations échangées au titre des MCCS ccnvenues; 

- aura la resensabilità d'ensemble du réseau da comaunications utilisé 
dans le cadre du mandat du CPC. 

5. La Ccmità ccnsultatif conduira ses travaux contmnniment aux procidurts 
de la CSCE. Il définira son propre programme de travail et pourra décider 
de tenir des &lances supplémentaires. Les réunions des Etats participants, 
etc:vo:piesL la demande d'un ou da plusieurs Etats participants conformément 
aux procédures relatives aux activités militaires inhabituelles, seront 

organisées par le directeur du Secrétariat du CPC. .7Uequ'1 la nominaticn 

dt: directeur, ces fcnctions seront remplies par le Secrétaire eximeif 

des Nigociaticns sur les mesures de confiance et da sicarità (MCCS). 

Secrétariat 

6. La Secrétariat, qui sera responsable devant le Cdmité consultatif, 

effectuera les taches que ce dernier lui assignera. En particulier, il 
criera et tiendra L jour une banque de données, à l'usage de tous les Etats 

participants, constituie I partir des informatif= militaires ichangies au 

titre des MCCS convenues. te Secnitariae publiera des annuaires en s'y 

référant. 

7. Le Secrétariat sera ccaçosi comme suit : 

- un directeur; 

- deux administmteurschergés de l'organisation des riunions ( y compris 

le protocole et la sécurité), des ccmmunications, de la documentation 

et de l'information et des questions financières et admiriatratives; 

- du perscnnel administ atif et technique, recruté par le directeur. 

* * * 
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a. I cmitl consultatif du canqws de prévention dm
a pr.msare riaicn du

la Y°u9°alavie.conflits sera cwwquàe la 3 ddk:mubm 1990 at ^^^ par,
Zi

G. LE EUX= DES II2X.TICNS LIS

1. L rôle càl Bureau dm tlaatiam lirsu sera da faciliter lm contacts et

1' idsaffl d' irifcarmatiara sur lm élections dam lm Etats psrticipants. L

Buraau fav=iaara ainsi l'applicatian des dispositiara das Parargaches 6, 7

ut a da Doauwt de la Plunicn de C:qmrkàà9m de la Corsférwm sur la dimeraian

tuairys
de la CSCE (les dispositicns pertinent« figucvit à l'Arrmœ 1).

2. x ostta fia, la Bureau :

recueil' ara des infcrmatiacr, Ycouprit lm informations fourni« par
las autcsitis a=çétarYtas dm mats participants, sur les datas, les

groo"=as et lm r6ssltets officiels des élactians national« a^sm

darr lm Etats participants, ictablira dm ra}pcrU dl°buavatian

dm ilactiara et fournira, ais.dm+^, cm infamtiara et raPpcrts

aux gatvezr^^. Parl^ et ^mti°ne privias ir:t.&s"s'

- sera àsasqi de faciliter lm contacts ec:tr les '

les parleemts et las œgani-satic» Priv6« désireux d'cimerv«

U don élections et les autarités cométurtés des Etats

al las électicms doivant sa dirvulert

-crganiyara et ac=il-l ara , à la damnds dm Etats participants,

dm sëLi.naires ai auttr réunions ayant trait aut -
i 6l0ctarales

«t a= instibsticrs aàm=atiqus•

3. La Bureau tiendra oœpta du travaux d'autres fnstitutians actives dvà

csdomine atcoop6r=a av= ellr'

4. Id Burmu "azura les autras t3àm que la Conseil lui assignera-

5. IA parsart i du Bureau sera a=Çoê 0=3» suit :

-un dirac.̂ ta t, qui sera raçarubu devant la Cocmil par 1' irttarmàdiairl

CU Gcmit.i das hauts f ;

I
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8. L'organisation du travail sara définie par le directeur de chaque 
institution. 

I: 
9. La personnel sera  accrilditéfar l'Etat qui le détache auprts du pays 
hôte, où il jouira du plein statut diplomatique. , 

CoOts 

10. Les coûts relatifs : 

- au personnel détaché seront la charge du pays qui le détache; 

-  i l'installation des instituticns da la CSCE seront répartis conformément 
aux prcceUres en vigueur à la CSCE; 

- au fonctionnement, y compris les frais des déplacements officiels 

da personnel après nomination, seront répartis conformément aux 
procédures en vigueur 4 la CSCE; 

- aux locaux de l'institution et aux dispositifs de sécurité nécessaires, 

y compris pour des réunions tenues au siège da l'institution, seront 

la dharge du pays hôte. 

• a * 

11. Les pays hôtes s'engagent a permettre aux institutions de remplir toutes 

leurs fonctions et de prendre des obligations contractuelles et financières, 

et 4 leur accorder le statut diplomatique approprié. 

* * * 

12. Pour que les structures institutionnelles da la CSCE créées par le Sommet 

puissant fonctionner efficacement, des arrangements relatifs aux questions 

administratives et financlires et au personnel devront étre convenus. 



• Uri adminialm-ateur; 

- cha personnel administratif et technique, recruté par le directeur 
cha Bureau. 

H. PRCCEELMES r: =ALITES RECATIVES AUX INSTITUT/CM DE LA CScE 

Arrangements relatifs au cerscrnel  

1. lo directs= de chaque institution sera de rang élevé, détaché par son 

gouvernement et nommé par le COnseil pour une durée non renouvelable da trois 
ans, sur una base de rotation. 

2. Si le directeur ne peut plus assumer see fonctions, le président 
du Conseil désignera, après consultation avec les Etats participants, 
un directaur qui assurera l'intérim jusqu'a la réunio 	iventa du Conseil. 

3. Las administrateurs seront détadhés par leur gouvernement. La durée 

rctrria. de leurs fonctions sera de da= ans. Une prorogation d'un an 

pcurra atm décidée per le directeur et l'Etat participant qui détache 

Vadministrataur. . 

4. la nomination des administrataurs sera faite sur une base da rotation 

selon l'ordre alphabétique français. la dikut da la rotaticrusera détarminé 

par tirage au sort pour chaque ;cote de l'institution. Les postas vacants 

seront offerts aux Etats participants selon cet crdre, juegu'au moment al U.S  

seront pourvus. 

S. Un Etat participant ne pourra avoir paus d'un ressortissant an 
détacheront dans les institutions de la CSCE, 4moins qu'aucun autre Etat 

participant ne veuille détacher un de ses ressortissants à un posta vacant. 

6. Chaque administrateur sera proposé par l'Etat participant intéressé, 
après œnsultation avec la directeur qui procédera alors à la raoiraticn. 

7. la parscnnal administratif et technique sera recruté par le directeur de 

Vint tituticn. Des dispositions seront prises, en tant que de besoin, en ce 
qui =morne Ies services d'interprétation et de traduction. 



J. AFfL3CATZCH DM DLSP06ITICNS DE Pi=XME DE UCSCE

Iss dispositians de prvoidiay, les méttwds.s de travail, la bnrima do

ré^artitiqi des dépuwes et les autres modalités de la cSCE s'appliqRrar:t,
ulttatis mutandis, mut S"il en Mt décidé autrement.

A. SFIMIXMtE D' FXPIIÜS SUR i.F3 TI'I^7rICt+^S DIIMDCPtATTQUiS
,

La sécrfmir+ d'sqerts ms les instituticyns d4moc=atiquos se tiendra à

oslo, du lundi 4 au varcdredi 13 ryovœbrs 1991. La but de ce Stiniraire est, de
débattre des vies et moyens- de =nsolidar et ru-£o=er dm institutirns
dèmocratiquas viables dans les Etats participants, y c^in des études
ca^anrativ« ms la législation en matière de droits de 1'2^aa^e et de libertés
ta^da^ntales, sn tirant notament profit de 1,1«>q:érien= acquise par la

Conseil de l'DmroQa et des activités de la C®aission "Dimocatia par

la droit".

L'cadz du jas, la calissidriQ st lss auàr es modalités d'aZgaaisatian

tiqurent à 1'annmas II.

B. RF3MCN D' DC?IId8 SUR LFS MMCEU= ZATZCrAIZS

La Rfuazicn d'axpasts as les minaritis natiaralss se tisidra à C,arkm,

du lundi lst au vsnkvdi 19 Juillet 1991. IL but de cette réunion est de

tutir une diseiai fondis sur la question dm minorité@ nationales

et des droits dm pa3onrm y a^artsnartt, capta dit taru de la divsrsitl

dm aituaticru et dm contextes juridique, historique, politique et

iooexmiqus. cela ccnsistara mtaammnt :

an un échange de v+ar a= 1'leqArience pratique, on particulier a=

la législation nationale, les iratitutions dimoaatir.paee, les

intesratianauat et d'autres formes évsttuallas ds aoogiration;



13. A cette fin un grcupe, préaidé par le Secrétaire exécutif du Conté 
préparatoire et =pesé des Secrétaires exioatifs du Scrmet da Paris et de 
la Réuni= de New York des ministres des affaires étrangères, ainsi gus 
des représentants des pays baba des ncuvelles instituticra de la CSCE, 
présentera un rapport et des prcpceitions aux Etats participants pour la fin 
décembre 1990. Ca rapport et ces prcpcsitions seront examinés par un grcupe 
spécial d'experts des Etats participants, qui se réunira à Vienne scus 
la responsabilité du Comité des hauts fenctiennaires du 14 au 18 janvier 1991 
et formulera des reccreandatials finales sur ce qui précède. Cette réunion 
sera ccmcguie et présidée par le représentant de l'Etat présidant le Met* 
des hauts fonctiennaires. 

14. Le Comité des hauts factionnaires examinera cee remmaandations 

et prendra les décisicns nécessaires lors de sa première réunion. 

Le premier directeur da chaque instituticn sera prcçose par la première 

réunicn cba Cceità des hauts fcnctiermaires et tacitement confirmé dans 

sas fencticre par le Conseil en V absence d'objectices dans un délai d'uns 

semaine. le Secrétaire exécutif des Nigcciatiens )8XS I Virera prètera 

sen appui pcur la première rétinien du 0:mità cxraultatif cki Ci3C et paxr 

la première rétinien du =ait* des hauts fautiennaires. 

15. La Secrétariat da LI CSCE,  la Centre de prévention, des conflits et 

le Pureau des élections libres sont reeçcraables devant le Conseil gui 

est habilité à définir leurs tehes et méthodes de fcrctiennesent. Les 

arrangements relatifs aux prccédures, aux modalités et aux sièges de ces 

institutions pcurront étra examinés I laRiunien principale da suivi 

de Helsinki. 

I. 0211LICICATICNS 

La Conseil, sur reccumardation du Comité ccnsultatif et du *mité des 

hauts ferrticnnaires, le cas échéant, pcurra dicicàurdVaffecter le résemade 

ccnnunicaticns, créée dans le cadre de l'accord sur les MECS suppLksentairee, 

A d'autres usages liés à des cbdectifs intéressant Ln Œ. 



- en une étude da 11 exécution dm Pertirm^ da la es= et
un axmman de l'auQlum da l'aMlioratian das`'crit3ras .

- an tai «mmen de nouvelles mesures visant à améliorer ll«àcxticn
dm xj;u4emnts mimwtim-As.

L'az3rt du jour, la calerctriar et las autres modalit,6s d'crgazàsatian
figurent à l'Arràxa M.

M. AMANŒUCENM FINNC.:Cn DE LA C: CE ET RAPFC4ZT CCtn'^-FFFZQACrTE

1. La c]aaité des hauts tax.rtiormai,sm suivra la rapport =Qt-officacità

dm institutions, des activités et du parscrml de la 6CL et en rentra carpta

au Camail.

2. Ls barème de répartition ci-après prercira effet la 22 riavmk=+a 1990 :

is

1,
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rent» 
Pays-Bas 
Pelops 
Suède 
Autriche 
Da=ark 
Finland. 
Mcri 
Mamie 
Suisse 
Rkzublique fiddrative Unitive et slovaque 
Grim 
Rmsaanie 
nargtiie 

Allagne 	 9,10 
Etats-Unis d'Amirique 	 9,10 
France 	 9,10 
Italia 	 9,10 
Royaure-Uni 	 9,10 
Unicn des Riçubliques socialist« soviétiques 	9,10 
Canada 	 5,50%  
13elgique 	 3,60 

grie 

TOZAL 	 100,00  5 . 

3,60 
3,60 
3,60 
3,60 
2,10 5 
2,10 
2,10 
2,10 
2,10 
2,10 
2,10 
0,83 4 
0,83 5 
0,83 

Yougoelavie 	 0,83 
EUlgarie 	 0,62 
Irlarole 	 0,62 
Luxsetcurg 

 
0,62%  

Portugal 	 0,62 .5 
CIPIPre 	 0,20 4 
Islands 	 0,20 5 
Liechtenstein 	 0,20 
Malta 	 0,20 
Yonaco 	 0,20 
Saint-Marin 	 0,20 
Saint-Siège 	 0,20 

60984 81800 



"(6) Iss Etats pnrticipatits déclarent que la volonté du peuple,

exPrimie librement et iquitablement dans le cadre dl6lecticns

PétiadiQues et honNtas, est le tordœmit de l'autcrité et de

la légitimité de tout ILes Etats participants

respect«artt en ccnsiquerrs le droit de leurs citryens de participer
au cjcuv«rmwzt de lux pays, soit dSrs^-te^^s^t, soit par l' ir:ter-

média3*+ -ds rqzis- tants li3auzant choisis par eux dans le cadra

d'électiau équitables. Ils reccnnaissant la respcnsabiliti qui

las ir^be de ditœxàM et de prvt6ger, aanta-émecIt à leurs lois,

à leurs obligations international« en ratière; de droits de l'h®e

et à leurs internationaux, l'ordra dbaocratic;ua

librement établi par la volonté du peuple ccntz l« activités de

P@rlKxvm, a œnisatia qui st part ou qui

ratuant de rwon= à des actm de tarrari^ ou de violer=a

visant à renverser cet ordze ou celui d'un autre Etat participant.

(7) -Poa faire en xc^te qua la volonté du peuple soit le tarcement

des autt:ritis publiques, lm Etats participants

(7.1) - dm élections libres à intervalles raisanables,

OMM le prévoit la loi;

(7.2) - parmettz%aèt qua taus les siiqas, dam au moins une des; chamtres

du pouvoir ligislatit national, soient 1 ibrmm*+} disputés dans

la cacf e diun vote pqPilaire;

un suffrage universel at igal aux citoyens ma j aaz;(7.3) - garVCLL

(7.4) - veillerestt à ce qua les wtes soient 4mis au scrutin secret cu

suivant ta» prooiràum iquivaletite assurant la 11 bortà du vota

et à ce qul ils soient reoernis et présentés avec objectivité,

1es résultats officiels étant randus publics;



(7 .5) 

ANNE= I 

rsspecteront le droit dos citoyens de solliciter des fonctions 
politiques ou publiques, à titre individuel ou en tant que 

représentants da partis politiques ou d'organisations, sans 
discrimination; 

(7.6) - .respectaront la droit des individus ainsi que des groupes ou 
et:gemmants de crier, an toute liberté, lieurs prtpres partis 

•aa  autres organisations politiques, et fourniront à ces partis 

et organisations les garanti» légales nicessairls pour 
permettre da se mesurer sur la base &une égalité da traitanent 
devant la loi et les autorités; 

(7.7) - veilleront à ce que la loi st l'ordre public de l'Etat 
contriblent I faire en sort* qua les casçagnes politiques 
se dira:14M dans un climat d'équité et de liberté excluant 
tout. prtssion administrative, violas= cu intimidation qui 

Interdirait aux partis et inbc candidats dian:cser librement 

leurs opinions st leurs qualitAs, ou erigÀcherait les électaurs 
d'en prendre =naissance et d'an débattre ou-de votez sans 

crainte de sarctions; 

(7.8) -   à ce qu'aucun obstacle d'ordre juridique ou 

adrinistratif ne s'oppose au libre accès aux médias sur la basa 

de la rrn-discriminaticn pour tous les groupes cu groupements 

politiques et toutes les personnes désirant participer 

des élections; 

(7.9) - veilleront à ce que les candidats qui obtiennent le mitre 

nécessaire da voix requis par la loi soient dament investis de 

leur fonction, et qu'il loir soit permis de conserver cella-ci 

jusqu'Il ce que leur mandat arrive à axpiration ai qu'il y soit 

mis un tarms pour toute autnt raison d'une manière prescrite 

par la loi confondront à des procédures parlementaires et 

constitutionnelles démocratiques. 
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(8) 	Les Etats participants estiment gus la présence d'obsar- 
vateurs, étrangers et nationaux, est de nature à améliorar le 

déroulement dao élections dans les Etats où elles ont lieu. 

En consiguence, ils invitant des obsarvateurs de tout autre Etat 

participant à la CSCE, ainsi gus de toute institution et organi-

sation privée complétante qui le souhaltaralt, à suivre le 

déroulement de la procédure de leurs élections nationales, dans 

/a mesure prévue par la loi. Ils s'appliquerut également à 

faciliter un accès analogue pour les élections organisées à un 

niveau inférieur au niveau national. CIO observateurs s'engageront 

à ne pas siimmismirdans les opérationeélectorales." 
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5^ oe^5 ^IIt Iï5 II1S'I'I'ITJPZCMS DE^="Tt9JFS

1. Ordre dU lc=

a

1. oumrturt officielle du Siminaits

Allocution Prcrcmàe par ^ du pays hbMA.

a.. Uats putioiP&nts-
2. Déclarations d' atv=tnt de

3. ContributicrO cU Conseil de 1,,D`ecqe
gt de la Camni.sion

nDimooratit par la droit".

^er
4. Discussion dm wias et maYws da ccnsolid

et rintc=or des
Y^^ des

institutiacis démxrati4ues viables dam les Erats
►

6tudes oa=rativea as ls liqislatian «n matiira de droit; da l'2Yaa et de
1ibertAs _ondmutalog, en tirant rctmm&-m- Profit de l' oçàrim,o aaquim

par 1,* Cuusail de l' DS°» et dm activit6s de la CaQmissian
'Qatie par

la droit".

et
S. Déclarations de clôture de

dm Etats
.

conclusians.

6. Clbtuas officielle dki séairairle'

IZ. Calembriec et aut=as modalit6s dé'
^tion

•atvrita je lundi 4 r^o^rs 1991 à 13 tyaa^s, ^ Oslo.1. La ^; s
Il sa tarmitgrs la VWXhmdi ^ràcv-nhr -1 1991.

2.
ZOItas 1" 3&=« Pliniir« swurant publiques. Las grcup« d'ituds

tiwxt=* sàmm à bals clos.

3nt3 1, 2, 3, 5 et 6 dr l'otdrs du jas saresct ocal2ir," en 86ar4g
3. Les Po

plénière.
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4. La point 4 de l'ordre du jour sera examiné an séance plénière et dans 
les trois groupes d'étude suivants : 

* Groupe d'étude A: 
- Réformes constitutionnelles 
- Etat da droit et tribunaux tre4enlants 
- Séparation des pouvoirs législatif, exécutif et judiciaire 

Grotee d'étude B : 
- Organisation des élections 
▪ Crganisation des partis politiques 

- Structure des organisations non euvernicentales indépendantes 
(syndicats, crganisaticrts d'employeurs) 

- Rôle des radias 

*** Groupe d'étude C: 
Etudes comparatives de la législation dans le domaine des droits 
de l'hommet et des libertés fondamentales. 

S. 'Les séances de la Plénière et des groupes d'étude se dérouleront 
conformément au programme de travail ci-joint. Le programme de travail 

pourra I. modifié par conseneus. 

Les déclarations d'ouverture da représentants des Etats participants 
ne devraient pas, an principe, dépasser douze minutas par délégation 
et se feront dans l'ordre suivant : Suisse, /slande, Suède, Pologne, 
Portugal, Saint-Si, Finlande, Autriche, Bulgarie, Chypre, TUrquie, 
Allemagne, Etats-Chis d'Amérique, Saint-Marin, Monaco, République 
fédérative tchèque et slovaque, Lumartourg, Roumanie, Irlande, 
Liechtenstein, Royaume-Uni, Grèce, France, Danemark, Belgique, 
Yougoslavie, Canada, Nbrvège, Malte, Eapagne, Union des Républiques 

socialistes soviétiques, Pays-Bas, Italie, Hongrie. 

6. Avant l'ouverture Cu Séminaire, les délégations sont invitées à 

distribaer, par l'*rttarmédiaire du Secrétariat exécutif, des contri-
butions écrites st r les questions qui seront traitées dans les groupes 

d'étude. 

* * 
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7. La Consail dm ministres ^a an oatpta las e:c=lusiœa élabcséRS au

titre du point 5 de 11=dz du Jour.

8. La présiderca dm ptmmièrs st dernière sLamn plénières mr-à Assurée

pu un au pays hfts. Après la séance d' cuvertum,

la présidât= ma asairis par rotaticn quotidien: sslan l'ozez

alphabétique àarçais, en camm*çaM par un xqg sentant dos Etats-mis

d'amLtiQua.

9.
La ptiside= de la première séance de chaque graps d' étuds sera assures

par un représentant du pays hDts. Pour las siarr.ws suivantss,

la présidsrri sera assurée par rotat.ian quotidisvw selOR 1'1ê

alp*abàtiqus ts arÇais, en cmc«Çant'

dans la Groupe &4t uis A, par un de Mrsib=f

- dam la Graups d'ituds 3, par un Liçz sentant de la Aoumnriisi

- dam la Gca4+s d'étude C# par un &ub& sentant de Mlt.s.

iQ. Ctsilcara^ait au paragraphe 74 dm Paommatda ►tians linalss des

Car^sultatiu^s de Fisl.siràci, la de là Nœviga désigrura un

se:réuirs aooia,ztit. cette disicpmatian sera so-i-^s à l'apçbatiOn

dm mats participarta.

11. Ls autres dispositirns de Prccàd=s' las méthodes de travail et

la barème de ripartiticn dm dépens« de la C':9CL s'appliquamnt,

mitatis mitandis M SiCda,* { *,.,



M a 

SG  C 

19 

»erpcE XI  

1:51XilAbtiE DE 131AVAIL 

1dara SIMI:NE 	 Jaudi 

Matin 	 PL 	 SG A 	 SG C 

PL 	 PL 	 M B 	 W A 

2ins SEMAINE 	La.wi Jaudi . 

Matin 	 PL 	 SG 3 	 SG A 	 SG C 

AM- di SG A 	 M C 	 SG 13 	 PL 

PL  
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Ri2kJZCN 0' FXPIItI5 SUR IF:S KCWPITFS I0.IZClALES

I. Ordre du i aur

1. ouvartura Officielle de la PAunicn.

Alloastian Ptoe'xxpar un du pnys hBGs.

2. Diclaratians d'cuvastu=s de dm Etata participartts.

3. Caztributiat du Conseil de l'Eampe.

4. Disc,ian approlardis de la qusstian dm mLrtarit,és naticnalas et des

droits dm persamm y twont , cccçta dDmomt terLt de la divazsità

dm situaticcis et dm cccrtmctas juridique, hLqtcrique, politique et

iaocnmiqua• .

a) Ddharxae de vues as llexp4ri pratique, en sur

la liqislatirn naticnels, lm Snatitztiam dimoczatiqusn,

lss instrunaèts intmnatiacsaux et d'autres tazms &vsrttusllm de

ccopâratian•

b) EUIds de l' 0o6aztian des putiryaits de la CSCE et

examen de l'aamplaur de l'=611caatim dm critères •

c) Dcamm da rnuvsllas mesures visant A amfilionrr 1'coicitiact

des .

S. Diüatdtiacis de clôtura de des Etats participants et

oorcleisicns.

6. ClBtLars officielle de la Pàuazian.



- 21 - 

AnoncE III 

II. calerdrier et autres modalités d'ormamieation 

1. La Réuni= s'ouvrira le lundi ler juillet 1991 à 15 heures, à Genève. 
Elle se terminera le vendredi 19 juillet 1991. 

2. Les séances da la Plénière seront publiques. Les organes da travail 
subsidiaires tiendront séance à huis clos. 

3. Las points 1, 2, 3, 5 et 6 de l'ordre du jour seront examinés en séance 
plénière. 

4. La point 4 da l'ordre du jour sera examiné dans les trois organes de 
travail subsidiaires (créée ccnformicent aux alinéas a), b) et c)) de 
façon structurée et équilibrée. La point 4 da l'ordre du jour sera aussi 
examiné en séance plénière. 

5. Las séances de la Plénière et des organes de travail subsidiaires se 
dérouleront conformément au programme de travail ci-joint. 

6. Les déclarations d'ouverture de représentants des Etats participants na 
devraient pas, an principe, dépasser quinze minutes par délégation et 

se feront dans l'ordre suivant : Yougoslavie, Islande, Hongrie, Bulgarie, 
Saint-Marin, Chypre, Royaume-Uni, Etats-Unis eXerique, Malte, Belgique, 
Pays-Bas, Pcumanie, Saint-Siège, Irlande, Pologne, Suède, Italie, 
Portugal, Eepegne, /Urquie, République fédérative tdhèque et slovaque, 
Allemagne, Canada, Mbnaco, Imaertourg, Cree, Autriche, SUisse, 
Union des Républiques sccialistas soviétiques, France, Finlande,: 
Liechtenstein, Norvège, Canemerk. 

7. Las participants sont invités I distribuer avant la Réunion &  tous les 

autres Etats participants, par l'intermédiaire du Secrétariat exila:tif, 

des contributions écrites sur les sujets à examiner dans une ou plusieurs 

des langues de travail de la CSCE, afin de permettre une pz-il:giration 

approfondie des discussions correspondantes. 

8. Le Conseil des ministres prendra en compte les conclusions élaborées au 

.titre dil point 5 de l'ordre di jour. 
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9. La présidence des première et dernière séances plénières sera augurée par un 
représentant du pays heu. Après la simmeecuverture, la présidence sera 
assurée par rotation quotidienne selon l'ordre alphabétique français des eau 
participants, en commençant par un représentant de l'Irlande. 

10. La présidence de la première séance de chaque organe da travail subsidiaire 
sera assurée par un ri 	tant  du pays hâte. Pour les séances suivenbes, 
la présidence sera assurée par rotation quotidienne selon l'ordre alphabétique 

 français, en commençant 

- dans l'Organe de travail subsidiaire A, par un représentant de la Suisse; 

- dam l'Organe da travail subsidiaire 13, par un représentant de la Frana; 

- dans l'Organe de tzavail subsidiaire C, par un reprimantant de la Rament 

11. Caecal:âme au paragraphe 74 des Paconmandaticns finales des 

Coneultations de Helsinki, le Gouvernement de la Suisse désignera un 
Secrétaire exécutif. Cette désignation sera soumise I l'apprObation 

des Etats participants. . 

12. Les autres die:mitions de procédure, les méthodes de travail .et
•  le barème da ripartiticrt des dépenses de la CSCE s'appliqueront, 

mutatis mutandis, à la Réunion d'experts sur las minorités nationales. 



ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY (OAU)

1. African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights
(27 June 1981).

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON POPULAR PARTICIPATION IN THE
RECOVERY AND DEVELOPMENT PROCESS IN AFRICA

1. African Charter for Popular Participation in
Development and Transformation (Arusha 1990)



1. 

African Charter on Human and Peoples' 
Rights 

Adopted by the INth Assembly of the I leads of Slate and Government of the Organization of 
African Unity (0All) on 27 June 19111 al Nairobi. Kenya. Not yet entered into force.• As pub-

lished in U.S. Congress. 'louse of Representatives. Comma'« on Foreign Affairs,  Duman 
Rights  hoc,..  IN. pp. 155  ri  tea . See iliSO 21 /./..M.. 19i42. pp. 59 a mt. For the Charter of 
the 0A1J. see pe.1417. 1.0.1.. 11 11 I a . and Limis H. Sohn. Basic Doc ttttt nag of African Re-
g' I Organizations. Oceana Publications. inc.. Dobbs Ferry. N.Y., 19111. Vol.  I. 

resoluble 

The African States members of the Organization of African 
Unity, parties to the present convention entitled "African Charter 
on Human and Peoples' Rights", 

Recalling Decision 115 (XVI )  of the Assembly of Heads of State 
and Government at its Sixteenth Ordinary Session held in Monro-
via . Liberia, from 17 to 20 July 1979 on the preparation of a "pre-
liminary draft on an African Charter on Human and Peoples' 
Rights providing inter alia for the establishment of bodies to pro-
mote and protect human and peoples' rights"; 

Considering the Charter of the Organization of African Unity, 
which stipulates that "freedom, equality, justice and dignity are es-
sential objectives for the achievement of the legitimate aspirations 
of the African peoples"; 

Reaffirming the .  pledge they .olemnly made in Article 2 of the 
said Charter to eradicate all forms of colonialism from Africa. to 
coordinase and intensily their erupt:rani tttt and el-finis to achieve a 

better life for the peoples of Africa and to promote international 
cooperation having due regard to the Charter of the United Na-
tions and the Universa: Declaration of Human Rights; 

Taking into consideration the virtues of their historical tradition 
and the values of African civilization which should inspire and 
characterize their reflection on the concept of human and peoples' 
rights; 

Recognizing on the one hand, that fundamental human rights 
stem from the attributes of human beings, which justifies their na-
tional and international protection and on the other hand that the 

*rimy into force requites L i lificdium hy is simple ma pail/ of ()Al 1 Mcsolbef 



10 I I 

3 The free disposal of wealth and natural resources shall be ex-
ercised without prejudice to the obligation of promoting interne: 
tional economic cooperation based on mutual respect, equitable ex-
change and the principles of international law. 

4. States parties to the present Charter shall individually and 
collectively exercise the right to free disposal of their wealth and 
natural resources with a view t,o strengthening African unity and 
solidarity. 

5. States parties to the present Charter shall undertake to elimi-
nate all forms of foreign economic exploitation particularly that 
practiced by international monopolies so as to enable their peoples 
to fully benefit  (rom the advantages derived from their national re-
sources. 

Article 22 

I. All peoples shall have the right to their economic, social and 
cultural development with due regard to their freedom and identi-
ty and in the equal enjoyment of the common heritage of mankind. 

2. States shall have the duty, individually or collectively, to 
ensure the exercise of the right to development. 

Article 23 

1. AI)  peoples shall have the right to national and international 
peace and secutity. The principles of solidarity and friendly rela-
tions implicitly affirmed by the Charter of the United Nations and 
reaffirmed by that of the Organization of African Unity shall 
govern relations between States. 

2. For the purpose of strengthening peace, solidarity and friendly 
relations. States parties to the present Charter shall ensure that: 

(a) any individual enjoying the right of asylum under Article 
12 of the present Charter shall not engage in subversive activi-
ties against his country of origin or any other State party to 
the present Charter; 

(b) their territories shall not be used as bases for subversive 
or terrorist activities against the people of any other State 
party to the present Charter. 

Article 24 

All peoples shall have the right to a general satisfactory environment 
favorable to their development. 

Article 25 

States parties to the present Charter shall have the duty to pro-
mote and ensure through teaching, education and publication, the 
respect of the rights and freedoms contained in the present Charter 
and to see to it that these freedoms and rights as well as corre-
sponding obligations and duties are understood. 

Article 26 

States parties to the present Charter shall have the duty to guar-
antee the independence of the Courts and shall allow the establish-
ment and improvement of appropriate national institutions en-
trusted with the promotion and protection of the rights and free-
doms guaranteed by the present Charter. 

Chapter 11—Duties 

Article 27 

1. Every individual shall have duties towards his family and soci-
ety, the State and other legally recognized communities and the in-
ternational community. 

2. The rights and freedoms of each individual shall be exercised 
with due regard to the rights of others, collective security, morality 
and common interest. 

Article 28 • 
Every individual shall have the duty to respect and consider his 

fellow beings without discrimination, and t,o maintain relations 
aimed at prornoting, safeguarding and reinforcing mutual respect 
and tolerance. 

Article 29 

The individual shall also have the duty: 
1. To preserve the harmonious development of the family and to 

work for the cohesion and respect of the family; to respect his par-
ents at all timee, to maintain them in case of need; 

2. To serve his national community by placing his physical and 
intellectual abilities at its service; 

3. Not to compromise the security of the State whose national or 
resident he is; 

4. To preserve and strengthen social and national solidarity, par-
ticularly when the latter is threatened; 

5. To preserve and strengthen the national independence and the 
territorial integrity of his country and to contribute to ita defence 
in accordance with the law; 

6. To work to the best of his abilities and competence, and to pay 
taxes imposed by law in the interest of the society; 

7. To preserve and strengthen positive African cultural values in 
his relations with other members of the society, in the spirit of tol-
erance, dialogue and consultation and, in general, to contribute to 
the promotion of the moral well being of society; 

8. To contribute to the best of his abilities, at all times and at all 
levels, to the promotion and achievement of African unity. 
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Article II

Every individual shall have the right to assemble freely with
others. The exercise of this right shall be subject only to necessary
restrictions provided for by law in particular those enacted in the
interest of national security, the safety. health, ethics and rights
and freedoms of others.

Article 12

1. Every individual shall have the right to freedom of movement
and residence within the borders of a State provided he abides by
the law.

2. Every individual shall have the right to leave any country in-
cluding his own, and to return to his country. This right may only
be subject to restrictions. provided for by law for the Protection of
national security, law and order, public health or morality.

3. Everr individual shall have the right, when persecuted, to seek
and obtain asylum in other countries in accordance with laws of
those countries and international conventions.

4. A non-national legally admitted in a territory of a State Party
to the present Charter. may only be expelled from it by virtue of a
decision taken in accordance with the law. 6

5. The mass expulsion of non-nationals shall he prohibited. Mass
explusion shall be that which is aimed at national. racial. ethnic or
religious groups.

measures to protect the health of their people and to ensure that
they receive medical attention when they are sick.

Article 17

I. Every individual shall have the right to education.
2. Every individual may freely. take part in the cultural life of

his community.
3. The promotion and protection of morals and traditional values

recognized by the community shall be the duty of the State.

Article 18

1. The family shall be the natural unit and basis of society. It
shall be protected by the State whi:h shall take care of its physical
health and moral.

2. The'State shall have the duty to assist the family which is the
custodian of morals and traditional values recognized by the com-
munity.

3. The State shall ensure the elimination of every discrimination
against wprAen and also censure the protection of the rights of the
woman an'd the child as stipulated in international declarations
and conventions.

4. The aged and the disabled shall also have the right to special
measurer+ of protection in keeping with their physical or moral
needs.

Article 13

1. Every citizen shall have the right to participate freely in the
government of his country, either directly or through freely chosen
representatives in accordance with the provisions of the law.

2. Every citizen shall have the right of equal access to the public
service of his country.

3. Every individual shall have the right of access to public prop•
erty and services in strict equality of all persons before the law.

Article 14

The right to property shall be guaranteed. It may only be en-
croached upon in the interest of public need or in the general in-
terest of the community and in accordance with the provisions of
appropriate laws.

Article 15

Every individual shall have the right to work under equitable
and satisfactory conditions, and shall receive equal pay for equal
work.

Article 16
1. Every individual shall have the right to enjoy the best attain-

able state of physical and mental health.
2. States parties to the present Charter shall take the necessary

Article 19

All peoples shall be equal; they shall enjoy the same respect and
shall have the same rights. Nothing shall justify the domination of
a people by another.

Article 20
1. All peoples shall have the right to existence. They shall have

the unquestionable and inalienable right to self-determination.
They shall freely determine their political status and shall pursue
their economic and social development according to the policy they
have freely chosen.

2. Colonized or oppressed peoples shall have the right to free
themselves from the bonds of domination by resorting to any
means recognized by the international community.

3. All peoples shall have the right to the assistance of the States
parties to the present Charter in their liberation struggle against
foreign domination, be it political, economic or cultural.

Article 21

1. All peoples shall freely dispose of their wealth and natural re-
sources. This right shall be exercised in the exclusive interest of
the people. In no case shall a people be deprived of it.

2. In case of spoliation the dispossessed people shall have the
right to the lawful recovery of its property as well as to an ade-
quate compensation.
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mission. He shall neither participate in deliberations nor shall  ho 
 be entitled to vote. The Chairman of the Commission may, howev-

er, invite him to speak. 

Article 43 

In discharging their duties, members of the Commission shall 
enjoy diplomatic privileges and immunities provided for in the 
General Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Orga-
nization of African Unity. 

Article 44 

Provision shall be made for the emolumenta and allowances of 
the members of the Commission in the Regular Budget of the Orga-
nization of African Unity. 

Chapter II—Mandate of the Commission 

Article 45 

The functions of the Commission shall be: 
1. To promote Human and Peoples Rights and in particular: 

(o) tq collect documents, undertake studies and re-
searches on African problems in the field of human and 
peoples' rights, organize seminars, symposia and confer-
ences, disseminate information, encourage national and 
local institutions concerned with human and peoples' 
rights, and should the case arise, give ita views or make 
recommendations to Governments. 

(b) to formulate and lay down, principles and rules 
aimed at solving legal prelems relating to human and 
peoples' rights and fundamental freedoms upon which Af-
rican Governments may base their legislations. 

(c) co-operate with other African and international insti-
tutions concerned with the promotion and protection of 
human and peoples' rights. 

2. Endure the protection of human and peoplcs' rights under 
conditions laid down by the present Charter. 

3. Interpret all the provisions of the present Charter at the 
request of a State party, an institution of the OAU or an Afri-
can Organization recognized by the OAU. 

4. Perform any other tasks which may be entrusted to it by 
the Assembly of Heads of State and Government. 

Chapter Ill—Procedure of the Commission 

Article 46 

The Commission may resort to any appropriate method of inves-
tigation; it may hear from the Secretary General of the Organiva-
tion of African Unity or any other person capable of enlightening 
it.  
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Communication From States 

Article 47 

If a State party to the present Charter has good reasons to be-
lieve that another State party to this Charter has violated the pro-
visions of the Charter, it may draw, by written communication, the 
attention of that State to the matter. This communication shall 
also be addressed to the Secretary General of the OAU and to the 
Chairman of the Commission. Within three months of the receipt 
of the communication, the State to which the communication is ad-
dressed shall give the enquiring State, written explanation or state-
ment elucidating the matter. This should include as much as possi-
ble relevant information relating to the laws and rules of proce-
dure applied and applicable, and the redress already given or 
course of action available. 

Article 48 

If within.three months from  the date on which the original com-
munication lb received by•the State to which it is addressed ,  the 
issue is nol•aettled to the satisfaction of the two States involved 
through bilateral negotiation or by any other peaceful procedure. 
either State shall have the right to submit the matter to the Com-
mission through the Chairman and shall notify the other States in-
volved. 

Article 49 

Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 47, if a State party to 
the present Charter considers that another State party  has  violated 
the provisions of the Charter, it may refer the matter directly to 
the Commission by addressing a communication to the Chairman. 
to the Secretary General of the Organization of African Unity and 
the State concerned. 

Article 50 

The Commission can only deal with a matter submitted to it 
after making sure that all local remedies ,  if they exist, have been 
exhausted, unless it is obvious to the Commission that the proce-
dure of achieving these remedies would be unduly prolonged. 

Article 51 

I. The Commission may ask the States concerned to provide it 
with all relevant information. 

2. When the Commission is considering the matter. States con-
cerned may be represented before it and submit written or oral 
representation. 

Article 52 

Alter  having obtained from the States concerned and from other 
sources all the information it deems necessary and alter  having 
tried all appropriate means to reach an amicable solution based on 
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Part 11: Measures of Safeguard

Chapter I-Establishment and Organization of the African
Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights

Article 30

An African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights, herein-
after called "the Commission". shall be established within the Or-.
ganization of African Unity to promote human and peoples' rights
and ensure their protection in Africa.

Article 31

1. The Commission shall consist of eleven members chosen from
amongst African personalities of the highest reputation, known for
their high morality, integrity, impartiality and competence in mat-
ters of human and peoples' rights; particular consideration being
given to persons having le al experience.

2. The members of the Commission shall serve in their personal
capacity.

Article 32
The Commission shr.11 not include more than one national of the

same State.

Article 33

The members of the Commission shall be elected by secret ballot
by the Assembly of Heads of St•ate and Government, from a list of
persons nominated by the States parties to the present Charter.

Article 34

Each State party to the present Charter may not nominate more
than two candidates. The candidates must have the nationality of
one of the States parties to the present Charter. When two candi-
dates are nominated by a State, one of them may not be a national
of that State.

Article 35

1. The Secretary General of the Organization of African Unity
shall invite States parties to the present Charter at least four
months before the elections to nominate candidates;

2. The Secretary General of the Organization of African Unity
shall make an alphabetical list of the persons thus nominated and
communicate it to the.Heads of State and Government at least one
month before the elections.

Article 36

The members of the Commission shall be elected for a six year
period and shall be eligible for re-election. However, the term of
office of four of the members elected at the first election shall ter-

I
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tried all appropriate means to reach an amicab e solution based on

minate after two years and the term of office of the three others, at
the end of four years.

Article 37

Immediately after the first election, the Chairman of the Assem-
bly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of Afri-
can Unity shall draw lots to decide the names of those members
referred to in Article 36.

Article 38

After their election, the members of the Commission shall make
a solemn declaration to discharge their duties impartially and
faithfully.

Article 39

1. In case of death or resignation of a member of the Commis-
sion, the Chairman of the Commission shall immediately inform
the Secretajy General of the Organization of African Unity, who
shall declare the seat vacant from the date of death or from the
date on which the resignation takes effect.

2. If. in the unanimous opinion- of other members of the Commis-
sion, a member has stopped discharging his duties for any reason
other titan a temporary absence, the Chairman of the Commission
shall inform the Secretary General of the Organization of African
Unity, who shall then declare the seat vacant.

3. In each of the cases anticipated above, the Assembly of Heads
of State and Government shall replace the member whose seat
became vacant for the remaining period of his term unless the
period is less than six months.

Article 40

Every member of the Commission shall be in office, until the date
his successor assumes office.

Article 41

The Secretary General of the Organization of African Unit^r shall
appoint the Secretary of the Commission. He shall also provide the
staff and services necessary for the effective discharge of the duties
of the Commission. The Organization of African Unity shall bear
the costs of the staff and services.

Article 42

1. The Commission shall elect its Chairman and Vice Chairman
for a two year period. They shall be eligible for re-election.

2. The Commission shall lay down its rules of procedure.
3. Seven members shall form a quorum.
4. In case of an equality of votes, the Chairman shall have a cast-

ing vote.
5. The Secretary General may attend the meetings of the Com-



can practices consistent with international norms on human and 
people's rights, customs generally accepted as law, general princi-
ples of law recognized by African states  as  well u legal precedents 
and doctrine. 

Article 62 

Each state party ahall undertake to submit every two years, from 
the date the present Charter comes into force, a report on the legis-
lative or other measures taken with a view to giving effect to the 
rights and freedoms recognized and guaranteed by the present 
Charter. 

Article 63 

I. The present Charter shall be open to signature, ratification or 
adherence of the member states of the Organization of African 
Unity. 

2. The instruments of ratification or adherence to the present 
Charter shall be deposited with the Secretary General of the Orga-
nization of African Unity. 

3. The present Charter shall come into force three months after 
the reception by the Secretary General of the instruments of ratifi-
cation or adherence of a simple majority of the member states of 
the Organization of African Unity. 

Part III: General Provisions 

• Article 64 

1. Alter the coming into force of the present Charter, members of 
the Commission shall be elected in accordance with the relevant 
Articles of the present Charter. 

2. The Secretary General of the Organization of African Unity 
shall convene the first meeting of the Commission at the Head-
quarters of the Organization within three months of the constitu-
tion of the Commission. Thereafter, the Commission shall be con-
vened by its Chairman whenever necessary but at least once a 
year. 

Article 65 

For each of the States that will ratify or adhere to the present 
Charter after its coming into force, the Charter shall take effect 
three months after the date of the deposit by that State of its in-
strument of ratification or adherence. 

Article 66 

Special protocols or agreements may, if necessary ,  supplement 
the provisions of the present Charter. 

Article 67 

The Secretary General of the Organization of African Unity shall 
inform member states of the Organization of the deposit of each in-
strument of ratification or adherence.  
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Article 68 

The present Charter may be amended if a State party makes a 
written request to that effect to the Secretary General of the Orga-
nization of African Unity. The Assembly of Heads of State and 
Government may only consider the dralt amendment alter all the 
States parties have been duly informed of it and the Commission 
has given its opinion on it at the request of the sponsoring State. 
The amendment shall be approved by a simple majority of the 
States parties. It shall come into force for each State which has ac-
cepted it in accordance with its constitutional procedure three 
months after the Secretary General has received notice of the ac-
ceptance. 

• 
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the resptct of Human and Peoples' RiRhts, the Commission shall
prepare, within a reasonable period of time from the notification
referred to in Article 48, a report stating the facts and its tindings.
This report shall be sent to the States concerned and communicat-
ed to the Assembly of Heads of State and Government.

Article 53

While transmitting its report, the Commission may make to the
Assembly of Heads of State and Government such recommenda-
tions as it deems useful.

' Article 54

The Commission shall submit to each ordinary Session of the As-
sembly of Heads of State and Government a report on its activities.

Other Communications

Article 5S

1. Before each Session. the Secretary of the Commission shall
make a list of the communications other than those of States par-
ties to the present Charter and transmit them to the members of
the Commission. who shall indicate which communications should
be considered by the Commission.

2. A communication shall be considered by the Commission if a
simple majority of its members so decide.

Article 56

Communications relating to human and peoples' righta referred
to in Article 55 received by the Commission, shall be considered if
they:

1. lndicate their authors even if the latter request anonym-
ity,

2. Are compatible with the Charter of the Organization of
African Unity or with the present Charter,

3. Are not written in dtsparaging or insulting language di-
rected against the State concerned and its institutions or to the
Organization of African Unity,

4. Are not based exclusively on news discriminated through
the man media,

5. Are sent after exhausting local remedies. if any, unless it
is obvious that this procedure is unduly prolonged,

6. Are submitted within a reasonable period from the time
local remedies are exhausted or from the date the Commission
is seized of the matter, and

7. Do not deal with cases which have been settled by these
States involved in accordance with the principles of the
Charter of the United Nations, or the Charter of the Organiza-
tion of African Unity or the provisions of the present Charter.

^------^:
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Article 57

Prior to any substantive consideration, all communications shall
be brought to the knowledge of the State concerned by the Chair-man of the Commission.

Article 58
1. When it appears after deliberations of the Commission that

one or more communications apparently relate to special cases
which reveal the existence of a series of serious or massive viola-
tions of human and peoples' rights, the Commirsion shal) draw the
attention of the Assembly of Heada of State and Government to
these special cases.

2. The Assembly of Heads of State and Government may then re-
quest the Commission to undertake an in-depth study of these
cases and make a factual report, accompanied by its findings and
recommendations.

3. A case of emergency duly noticed by the Commission shall be
submitted bY the latter to the Chairman of the Assembly of Heads
of State aft4 Government who may request an in-depth study.

Article 59
1. All jneasures taken within the provisions of the present Chap-

ter shall remain confidential unti) such a time as the Assembly of
Heads of State and Gov-rnment shall otherwise decide.

2. However, the report shall be published by the Chairman of the
Commission upon the decision of the Assembly of Heads of State
and Government.

3. The report on the activities of the Commission shall be pub-
lished by its Chairman after it has been considered by the Assem-
bly of Heads of State and Government.

Chapter IV--Applicable Principles

Article 60

The Commission shall draw inspiration from international law
on human and people's rights. particularly from the provisions of
various African instruments on human and peoples righta, the
Charter of the United Nations, the Charter of the O rganlzation of
African Unity, the Universal Declaration of Human Righta, other
instruments adopted by the United Nations and by African eoun-
tries in the field of human and peoples' ri ghts as well as from the
provisions of various instruments adopted within the Specialized
Agencies of the United Nations of which the parties to the present
Charter are members.

Article 61

The Commission shall also take into consideration, as subsidiary
measures to determine the principles of law, other genrral or spe-
cial international conventions, layinp down rules expressly recog-
nized by member states of the Organtzation of African Unity, Afri-



PREAMBLE 
1. 'The International Conference onPopular Participation in the Recovery and Development 
Process in Africa was held, In Aruatta, the  -United Republic of Tanzania from 12 to 16 February 
1990,  u a rare coLlaboradve effort between African peo_ple's organizationa. the African 
governments, non-governmental organizations and the United Nattons agendre, in the search for 
a collective tuideniaancling of the role of popular partidpation in the develcpment and 
transformation of the region. It was also an occasion to articulate  and  give renewed focus to 
the concepts of democratic developtnent, peopWs solidarity and creativity and self-reliance and 
to formulate policy reonnunendatiorts for national goverriznerits, pepular organizations and the 
international community In order to strengthen participatory processes and patterna of 
development. It wu the third in a series of major International conferences cnganirM, by the 
Economic COTZIMilii0t1 for Africa In collaboration with the rest of the United  Nattons  systern to 
contribute to the implementation of the United Nations Pognanune of Action for African 
Economic Recovery and Development, 198 6.1990  (UN-PAAERD . It came u a sectuel to the 
Abuja International Conference on Africa: The Challenge of Economic Recovery and 
Accelerated Development held in 1987, and the 1988 Khartoum International Conference on the 
Human Dlmension of Africa's Economic Recovery and Development. It is important to note 
that the Initiative  for this Conference came from the submission of the NGOs to the Ad Hoc 
Committee of the Whale of the General Assembly on trie mid-term review and aasessznent ot 
the implementation of UN-PAAERD in Septetnber 1988. 

2. The Conference wu organised under the auspices of the United Nations Inter-Agency 
Task Force on the Follow-up on the Implementation of the UN-PAAERD at the Regional Laval 
(UN-IATF) and with the full support and warm hospitality of the government and people of 
the United Republic of Tanzania. The EG Conierence of Ministers nuporuible for Er_ortomic 
Development and Planning adopted resolution 66400 (IV) at its twenty-fourth session in which lt 
supported this Conference and urged member states of the Cortunission, the international 
community, NGOs and the United Nations system to support and Actively participate in it The 
Conference was attended by over 500 participant, front a wide range of African people's 
organizations - including, in particular. non-govenu:nental, grass-roots, peasant, women and 
youth organizations and associations, trade unions and others • as well u repntsentatives of 
Afriatn GOVefiltientle, agettdes of the United Nations system, non-Alrican non-governmental 
organizations, regional, sub-regional and intesgovenunental organizations, bilateral donors. 
multilateral organtzadons as well u spedalists, both front witNn and outside Africa. Thu 
Conference was opened by H.E. All  Musait  hiwinyi, President of the Uhited Republic of 
MULZAMIL Opening statements were also made by the representave of the Secrets sy-Ganaral of 
the United Nations. the Executive Secretary of the  Economic Commission for Africa, the 
representative of the Sectessry-General of the Organization of African  Unit, the Secretary-
General of die Organization of African Trade Union Unity arid representatives of the Non-
Governmental Organizations, Africart Wcrmen's Organization"  and  the Pan African Youth 
Movement. The  Conference would like to put on record its appreciation for the full support 
and warm hcspitality of the Goverturnent and people of the United  Republic of Tanzania. 

3. The C.onferance was organized out of concern  for  the urious desecration in the human 
and «anomie conditions in Africa in the decade of the 1980a, the recognition of the lack of 
progresa in achieving popular participation and the lack of full appredation of the role papule' 
participation plays in the proceu of tecovley and development. 

4.. 	The obtectives of the Conference were to: 

(a) 	Racognize the role of people's participation in Afriat's recovery and 
development  efforts;  

(13) 	Sensitize national governments and the international conununity to the 
dimensions, dynamics, processes and potential of a developrnent approach 
=bed in popular initiatives and self-reliant  efforts; 

(e) 	Identify obstacles to people's participation in development and define 
appropriate approaches to  the  promotion of popular participation in palcY, 
formulation, planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation ei 
development programmes; 

(cil 	Recommend actions to be taken by Govertu:nents, the United Nations system aa 
well u the public and private donor agencies in  building  an ertablini 
envimnment for authentic popular  participation  in the development precesa are 
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friî4Q Ge' 	 ylap 
to Structural Adjustment Programmes for Socio•Econornic Recovery and Transformation (AAF-
SAP) - which was escioried by the twenty-fifth Asaembty of Heads of State and Government of 
the Organization of Africans Unity (OALJ) held in July 1989, and ny ma Conieranca of Heads o f 
the State or Government of Non-Aligned countries held in Belgrade In September 1989 and by 
the Porty-forarth Session of the General Assembly of the United Nations whir.tt Invited the 
internatiorud community, Including multilateral, financial and development institutions,  vo 

 cortrider thi franieworku a basis for constnictive dialogue and fruitful consuitatton - oltera the 
best !Timeworn for sucs an approach.  W.  also wish In this regard to  put on record our 
diaapproval of  all econotrdc programmes, such u orthodox Structural Adjustment Programmes, 
which undermine the hurnan condition and diantgard the potential and role of popular 

_ participation in seif-tuststrung development 

IO. 	In our iiiiCtft VieW, popular participation is bath a means and an end. As an 
Instnurrent tir -devetopment, popular participation provtdes the driving force for collective 
conunitment for the detarmirution of people-based develøpment presses artd willingness by 
the people to undertake sacrifices and expend. their social energies for its executtan. As art end 
In  !melt. popular pardcipation is the fundamental_rien of the people to fully and effectively 
participate in the determination of the decisions which affect their lives at all levels and at all 
times. 

IL PROMOTING POPULAR PARTICIPATION 
n. 	W.  believe strongly that -ular participation  ta, in 'seance, the empowerment of the 
Kepis to effectively tnvolve themSeVes in creating the structures and in designing polides and 
programmes that serve the interests of an as well u to effectively contribute to the 
development process and share equitably in its benefits. Therefore, there must be an opening 
up of politiul process to =commodat* freedom of opinions, tolerate differences, accept 
consensus on issues u well u ensure the effective participation of the people and their 
organizations and associations. This requires action on the part of all, first and foremost of the 
people themselves. But equally important are the actions of the State and the international 
community, to create the necessary conditions for such an empowerment and facilitate effective 
popular partidpation in societal and e=nornic life. This., requires that the polittcal system 
evolve m allow for democracy and full participation by all sections of our societies. 

12. 	In view of the critical contribution made by women to African societies and economies 
and the extrennt subordination  and  discrimination suffered by women In Afria, it is the 
consensus of the participants dut the attattunent of equal rights by women in social, economic 
and lltical spheres must become a central feature of a derreacratic and paridai-pstory pattern of 
development. Further, it is the  consensus  of this conference that the attainment of women's full 
participation must be given highest priority by society u a whole and African Governments irl 
particular. This right eould be_fought for and defended by society, African Non-Governmental 
Mynizations and Voluntary ›-vdopment Organisations u well as by  non-African Non-
Govenuriental °manful:Ions and Voluntary Development Organizations,  Governments arid tha 
United Nations system in due recognition of the pnnwy role being played by women now and 
on the course to recovery and transformation of or better quality of life. 
faradeuirda  
13. We want to amphuize  the  basic fact that the role of the people and their  populir 
organizations is central to the realization of popular .participatton. They have m be fully 
involved, corrurdtted and indeed, seize the initiatrve. in this regard, tt is essential that  they  
establish independent p=ple's organizations at various levels that are genuinely gruh.rOt, 
voluntary, dernocrancally administered and self-reliant and that are rooted in the tradition uid 
culture of the society so u to ensure community -mtweament and self-development 
Consultative machinery at various levels should be establiad with governments on various 
aspects of denecratic participation. It is crucial that the people and their popular organizalionl 
ahould develop  links  across national border* to pnornote co-operation and Inter-relationships an 
sub-regional. regional  southasouth and 3mith-north bases. This 13 necessary for sharing lessons 
of experience, developing people's aoliderity and raising political consciousness an democratic 
participation. 

14.
 

In view of the vital and central role played by women In family well-being ed 
 maintenance, their special commitment to the survival, protection and development of children ,  

as well u survival of society and their important role in the process of African recovery In4.  

3 



encourage people and their orfanisatsot+s to undertaks self-reliant dweloptztient
Initiatives;

(e) Facilitate the emchange ot Information. exparimce and kncwt@d6! for mutual
support among people and ttuir oraanizations; and.

(f? propose indicators for the monitoring of progress in facilitating people's
participation in Afrka's dweiopts+ent.

5. We. the people, enga ed in debate and dialogue on the issues involved over the span of

four plenary waLons and fourteen workahops during the five-day long Intnrnationa)
Conlerente. In the light of our dellberations. w e have dxsded to place on record our collective
analysia, conclusions. policy recoaxrgrdations and action propoaals for the consideration of the
people. the African Governments and the International commututy.

ASSERTING THE ROLE OF
POPULAR PARTICIPATION

6.
We are united in our conviction that the aisis currently an6ulEing Afrio, is not only an

etonotstie cTisis but also a human, 1esa1, political and iodai crisis. It is a crssis of

unprecedented and unacceptable proportions manifested not only in abysmal declines in
economic tndicators and trends, but more tragically and glaringly in the suffering, hardship and
lmpoverishmant of the vast atijority -of Afrian peopts. At the sanie tisne. the politfcal contect

of - sodo-econosnie dawioPment has been char&c^zed. '^ many ^tanoes, by an over-
^^tion of power and tm^edimenb to the effective participation of the overwhelm!ng

mafority of the people In soczal, polltiai and eoonoatic t. As a result, the
motivation of the ma}ority of African people and their orgaaizatioas to contribute their best to
the developatient prvcrss, and to the betbertrar+t of their own weil-being ss well as their aay in
national developrnent has been severely constrained and curtailed ' and their collective and
individual creaavity has been undervalued and understtilized.

7.
We affirm that nations cannot be built ' withnut the pop+tlu support and full

participatiôn ci-ih* people, nor can tihe •aconomie aisfs be ttsolved and the human and
economic conditions faiprovrd without the full and effective contribution, creativity and popultr
enthusiasm of the vast srajorlty of the people-

After all, it Is to the people that the ve-y

beskfsts of developtnent should and must acaue.
We an mnvinced that neith,es cari Afriu'i

tuai «otsomic aisia be ovettorns. nor can a bright future for Africa and. its people sr the t
ight of day unless the structures. patarsn and politleal eontmd of the procesa of wcio-eaonomic
development are appropriatdy altesed.

8. We.- thtasvfort, have no doubt that at the itiewt of Ahica'a de+nlopatest objectives must
lie the ultimate and ovsaidlna goal of human-cenbitrad that ensarea the orerall

p?^t^

tlie throuah a^airAd lasro^t = r 11^8 s^^^ attid the full
weil-bein; of
nâa"elfFtive

tion of thtpaopIe inc^r^ t2t.ir davelagrs+eat policies, peg^rnmes and

and aosl buting-to their rsalka dm We furthaeasore observe that givea the current
-

political and ^cmk sitnadoti. ^^ ^ further marginalized in
11101

tworid ^n affat^is,
world

.both
r

^o^. emource is tt^dr people and that it is through their active and full
participation t wtries can surmount the ties that Us alwmd.

9. We are convinced that to achieve the above abjecsive will require a re-dfrection of
resources to satisfy, in the first plaa. the etiucal needs of the pple. to achieve emssomle And
social justice and to vephasize self-rsliana on the one hand,eo and, on the Olh to eitetti

dvel
etnpower the people to detssatine the cilrectim and t of developa^ent, and

this in
contribute to the enhancrrs+ent of production

uctlvity that are requinad. Bearing
mind and having carefully analjz!d the structure of the Aftiesn ecotiozriek the root causes of
the repeated eowtemic crbis and the strates asui programmes that have hitherto been applied

to daal with them. we are convinced that Afsiat his no alternative but to urgently and
immediately embark upon the task of tranaforasltts the structure Of Its aoonoadas to achieve
lonE-term sdf-sustefned growth and dsvelopmatt that it both human cantered andpa ctidpatnry
in nature. l'urthermore. Ahica's Env^e environatieatzl ind eorsiagical aisis aunnot be solved in
the absence of t process of sustainable development wiikh mzs ►mands the full support and

participation of the people. We believe in this context that the African Alternative Frameworz
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on the Unie Nations system to implement its own decision to have at leut 30 per cant of 
senior positions held by women* Special efforts are needed as ensure that African women are 
adequately represented at senior level' in United Nations agencies, panicularty those operating 
in Africa. 

III. POPULAR PARTICIPATION IN DEVELOPMENT 
23. 	On the buts of the foregoing, we lay down the following basic strategies, modalities 
and actions for effective participation in development. 

• A. 	Ar th. level no tInvernmenni  • 

I. 	African Govertunents• 	mint adopt development strategies. approaches and 
progran, the content and pazamate  of which are in line with the interest 

aspirations of the peopie and which incorporate, rather than alienate. 
Africui values and economic, social, cultural, political and ertvtronntental 
realities. 

2. We strongly urge African Governments to promote the formulation and 
irnplernantatkm of national development programmes within the framework of 
the aforesaid aspiratiotut. interest, and realities, which develop u a result of a 
popular participatory process, and which aim at the transformation of the 
African economies to • achieve self-reliant and self-sustaining people-centered 
development blued on popular participation and dersiocratic consensus. 

3. In implec venting these endogenous and peopircentered development strategies, 
an enabling environment must be created to facilitate broad-base participation, 
on a decentralized-basis. in the development process. Such an enabling 
environment is an essential pre-requisite for the stimulation of initiative* and 
creadvity and for enhancing output and productivity by actions such u: 

(il• 	extending more economic power to the people throue,h the equitable 
distribution of income, support for their productive caper), duough 
enhance acme to productive inputs. such u land. cedi t, technology, 
etc., and In such a manner u to reflect the central role played  by 
women in the economy; 

..• 

(ii) 	promodng mass literacy and siolle training in particular and 
developmenfof human resources in general; 

WO 	greater participation and consensus-building in the formulation and 
implementation of economic and social policies at all levels, including 
the  identification and elimination of laws and bureaucratic procedures 
that pose obstacles to people's participation; 

(iv) 	incresitqç entployment opportunities for the rund and urban poor. 
• emending opportunities for them to contribute to the generation of 

output and enhanced productivity Weis and creating better marketing 
conditions for the benet of the producers; and, 

(v) 	strengthening communication capacidee for rural development man 
literacy etc. 

4. Small-scale indigenous entrepreneurship and producen co-operatives, as forms of 
productive parta:patory development, should be promoted and actions should 
be taken tO increase their productivity. 

5. Intensifying the efforts to achieve sub-regional and regional economic co-
operation and integration and inchtesed intra-African trade. 

• B. 	At the level.  re the people end thole netenleatlent 

To foster participation and democratic development,  the people and their organizations should: 



pec 
reconstruction. special emphasis should be put by all the people in  arma of eliminating biases 
pardcularly wtth respect to the reciucrion of the burden on wornert and taking positive action to 
ensure their full equality and effective participation in the development process. 

15. 	Having said this, we must underecore that popular participation begins and must I:e 
earnestly practiced at.the family level, because home is the base for development. It must also 
be practiced at the work place, and in all.organizations. and in all walka of Ilfe. 

Ilole-uLdticasLressuamentt 

16. We strongly believe that popular participation Is dependent on the nature of the State 
itself and ability of Government to respond to popular deniand. Since African Governments 
have a critical role to play in the promotion  of popular participation, they have to yield space 
to the people, without which popular participation will be difftult  ta  achieve. Too often, the 
social bai,  of power and decisiore-making are too narrow. Hence the urgent need to broaden 
these; to galvanize and tap the paieples energy and corn:nit:rent and to promote political 
accountability by the State to the people. This makes It Imperative that a new partnership 
between African Governments and the people in the common intereet of societal and accelerated 
socio-ecortornic development shouki be established without delay. This new pannership must 
not only recognize the Importance of gender-  issues but must talc» action to ensure women's 
involvement at all levels of 4:lei:Won-making. In particular Gcrvemrnents should set themselves 
specific targets for the appointment of women in senior policy and management posts in all 
sectors of government. 

17. We believe that for people to participate-meaningfully in their self-development. their 
freedom to express themaelves and their freedom from fear  must  be guaranteed. This can oniv 
be assured through the extension and protection of people's basic human rights and we urge ail 
Governments to vigorously implement the African Mann on Hurtutn and People's Rights anti 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the ILO 
Convention No. 87 concernIng Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organize 
and the Convention on the Elimination  of AU Forms of Discrimination Against Women. 

18. We also believe that one of the key conditions for ensuring people's participation 
throughout the continent  is  the bringing b3 an end of  all  wars and arrited conflicts. The 
millions of African refu gee and disp •Lat-, persans are those with least opportunity  ta  
pardcipate in the  determination  of their future. We urge Governments and ail  parties to 
Africa's conflicts, domestic and external, to seek peaceful means of resolving their differences 
and of establishing peace throughout Africa. In situations of armed =tilled ,  we uphold the 
right of civilians to food and other basic necessities and emphasize that the International 
community must exercise its moral authotity to ensure that this right is pretected. 

19. We cannot overemplutsize the benefits that can be reape_d If, with the elimination of 
invernal strife or inter-country =acts, the resources spent on defence were to be redirected to 
productive activides and 'octal services be the people. As righdy noted in the African 
Alternative Frameweric  ta  Sheet:gal Adjusts:west Programmes for Socio-economic Recovery 
and Transformation.  It  is not difficult  ta  imagine what it woukl mean to social svelfare  in  
Africa, with ell Its positive multiplier effects, it a saving  can  be achieved in defence spending 
and non-productive expenditures'.  W.  believe that our Governments can  maki  such &amp 
and we call upon them to do 10 urgently. 

20. We are, however, aware of certain situations, particularly, for the Front-line States which 
continue to face the destabilizsdon acts of apartheid South Airiat.• This destabilization results 
In a debilitating diversion of mounts that would otherwise have been uaed to meet critical 
basic needs of the people in these countries. 

ROILIL.thiklIZIMeinilligen311=11ie 	• 

21. We call on the international community to ecaxnine its own record on popular 
participation, and hereafter to support indigenous efforts which promote the emergence of a 
democradc environment and facilitate the people's effective partdpation and empowerment in 
the political life of their countries. 

22. We also call on the United Nations system to intensify ib effort to protnote the 
application of justice in international economic relations, the defence of luunan rights, the 
maintenance of peace and the achievement of disarmament and to assist African ceantries and 
people's organizatione with the development of human and economic resources. We also call 

4 



rko^p ,I- `r-•" p'a/ «v

NGOe.
^n oé^tions, wo:su^st's and youth

7. SupPo^ ^^de unioe+a in aottvtries uscl^ as àsl^is^y nstworlcing and
s,at^ andorpr^

oc!'+er pcvs*an+ff+e attivitks, as well as the documentation, and wide

dUarnninadon of their expertances-

D. A- th e 16141 Of NGOi and V12Qi

The AMvn and tum-Alrbcan NGOs and VDO6 have an tn+poceaat mie in supposring recovery

and deveiopawrit efforts and
popular Participation initistlves and, orgsniutions in Atrlcs. They

am ursd to taha the (oüowing actiotu:

1.

Ahican NC,Or, VDOs and GRC should de+relwp and/or ^^g^ cAVDO. to
structures at the regional tub-resional and r^stio
bring them together.

Airkan NCOs and VDOs and thdr partriess should be fully psrtiapatory,

darloestle and aecotiu+tabl+e.

3. African NGpe and VDOt should broaden the diise:z+ination of eucMeful Afncan

popular participation and grz$6400t exPMemms throughout
the contlnent and

the axciunse of expaiencz thawn to eeatt a multiplier affect
and sezuitize

policY'u+a>cffs.

4. The International Confeser ►oe an Popular Parddpetlon Is clear in its recognition

of the value of the GOAtribtidOf1 of gasi-eowts
dr^tios'ss

diab ande
NGOs to

between
Ahics's develo t and demonstrstss that ef ^d valuabie.

^
and g s-roots orgai+izatioK is essantial

^^r r^rrrr,ends éiut national fora be establlshed to esuble honest
between African Gov^d, $^^ots orgsnizatioas and

"^,ps^jn dor+de^r^ that the esperlanct of Srass•saots pa=tidpamry developaxnt

infcrssu ratiorw PobcY'Inaking'
their

S. NotrAfrlcan NGDe and VDOa should ^^^^ support
^ fe{orm

within the fraa^k ^^^ aOmO^ with
op^ aimed at trarstorasiié the sauensrMs of ^ its sesiï bility
a vuw ro intssa^!lziné^ttte

h^t
dimsprocess and

^ PaDPws participation.on,with a particular focus

Non-Ahicsr NGa and VDOa
should Sir due revo6nitioss to African ^

6-
and c i^rsdô ,^ reliant devzloPmait initiatives laurelstd by

n&
to the tra;dn►u^

7. NowMhCan N^ regardegurd t̂o t
should
Mdr n^

African
^^^Âfriri and advocscy

e dent
work at the lntari+d+d̂ ^ ^

L Non./htcan NCQa shou]d thdz adYocscy work interttiatioaally and IA
aawir bonis couatrla and with to bflaeaal dor=s and the muttlLte^

regard
tl^system, doidy ironltorit^ tiusit to African aisis and holding donerrsgo:^ ^^ and actions. in

go^b and , acaoimabte for thdr Po
a

pardcuiar, t^o:J-Alr1tsa and Afr^A N^ in ithe srd-t*ra+ r+evi^^of LT`f
^ ^atsd towards tiuir iullat participation
PA^gI^•

9. Co-op^atsen and dialogue betwNn Abc'1a^n and Non-Atricaa NGQs and VDC's
the

sbould be strengthened to inaeass theefficti
daY^$ on ^^tmjccoatnttu+ity trial and the building of S^^ cu+

intematlonal pub^ap^o t+ of tte raal causes of the African wdo-eco
crisis and the actions that an needed to deal with its root causes.

10. Non-A.frican NCOa 'acknowledge that thdr influence as dottors is oftrn
detrimeatal to ensuring g+eitufne partursNp with Ahicass NGOe. Vt)()S and

grass-toot organtzations and affects the e^abli^ng environaunt for poP

participation. In that context co-operation in ail its forma rnust be tnnsPatent

and :tflsd African priorities.

7
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t. HsbbWh autor^o::rous azaas.^oob or^anisatloaa to pro:nots patory tell-
reliant devebpntient and 1na^ease the output and psoductlvity o the masses.

2. Devwlop their capadty to pa:tsdpate effdctlvwy in dabatas an aconormie policy
and da,relopment issues. This ntquires building paopLe's capacity to formutate
and analysa development progratram and approaches.

3. Promote sducation. litrracy alcill training and huaun resource developcaant as a
nmmans of enhandn8 popuiar participation.

4. Shake off lethargy and traditional ballais I that am kttpadkmctb to develcptn,ent,
especially the customs and asihral prscilaes that undern*w the itatus of
warren izl soe3aty, while recogaizing and valu3ng tisose ballais and pratticts that
contslbut: to developtnent. Rural and urban peopids organlzationa. such as
workers, paasa:tts. worne:t, youth, students ett:. should be enoourageti to inRiate

nt straeand implas^s Ves to strensthen their productive power and meet their
basic ne^da.

S. Concerted efforts should be made to change prevaiting attitudes towards tha
disabled so as to Integrate than and bring dhera into the main atseam of
devslops+snt.

6. Create and tnhanca networks and collaborative telttioaWhips among peopla
orSanizat social This will have the eEfeat of social irvolvernent capable of
,ndue^ change.

7. Peopies oQ^ttons should wppoct strongly and partidpate in the efforts to
promote effective sub-fegiottal and re;sonal econansic co-operation and
integratlon and intra-Ahlmn trade.

C. At t4^e Irvel the neetnaNewAt [' mnnitv̂

we also call an the internatfonal oommuaity to support popular participation in Afrlm by.

1. Supportinj AftScan countzia in thdr drive to intarnalize the development and
transfoanation proersa. The IIKF, World Bank and other bilataai and
mult!lataat donors are urged to aooept and support African initiatives to
aoncsptualize, formulate and irnpa^u^t andoZenously designed development
and traaaforrnatlon programmes.

2. Dtre^ txhnicU asai:ta^nae B:st and ^t^t^oat, to the
of natioatl tia^ Eor poll^y analysis and the design and

irmpta:r+estb of aooaorNc t,efosas and davalopaunt peoEraatirsss.

3. Fost:rmg the demoxnisation of davdopowt in Aftiaa cmun::Ses sa
the daa^atralisadon of pcv^,

by
^^

^^ ^orissttza^ti^t faeaa ^^ d4
aicthm

vel,opâ^ s^tsgsas irtgand

peflcssar an derelopmant and rel^o:at ^.
build

4. i►lbwàtsg for the eMease of caionstes for darelapanau ô̂n a p^ eo basis
which wiII require the reversal of the not outflaw of iinandal rrc^ from
Africa to the muitilatsral 8nandal tnatitutioeu and donos cauntrles and ttsdr use
for development purposes and for the benegt of the peopls.

5. Reductng drasticslly the stock of A[riw'a debt and debt-servicing obligations and
providing a bcK^ta^m period of a^orimriu^ on cesaait^in6 debe^ervlcla g
obligations in osdar to reieaae resouress for flrtiar>dng devdopss^ctt and
transfoct:sation an a partldpaloty basis.

6. Ensuring that the human dimension Is central to adjuataymt programmes which
must be compatible with the objactives and up{ratiana of the Afrlciri pwple
and with Alrinn eealltias and must be conceived and designed lntarnaliy b y
African countris AS part and parcel of the long-asam objectives and framework
of deva{oprtnent and transformation.

6
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7. Gire special attention to effective and democratic pardcipatton of women 
mumbles at all laves of trade untons. 

8. Promote work place democracy through the call for the protection of workers' 
rights to freedom  al  association. collective bargaining  and  participatory 
management. 

Considering the centrality of tha youth and students in Africa's populadon and the recovery 
and develceptnent process, the following actions should be talcum 

1. Preparation  and  adoption of an African Charter on Youth and Student Rights to 
include the right as organize, education, employment and free and public 
expreuion. 

2. The full dernoCratic partidpation of youth and students in African society 
riquires immediate stipeerfuGovernotent, popular orgeniZationt parents and the 
youth themes:iv« to 	te the major impediments to youth participation, 
such as frequent bans  on  youttt and student organizations, police brutality 
against unarmed protesting students, detention and haraument on campuaes, 
di smlg1 (rom etudies end the frequent and arbitrary clodure of educational 
institutkins. 

3. Youth, atzsdents, Governments and the international community must  in  forces 
urgently to combat growing drug trafficking and dru;  abuse. We also urge 
GOvarruneRti to sign and ratify the International Convention on the Illicit 
Trafficking of Drugs and  Psycho  tropic Substances. 

4. The advancement of youth participetion in development also requires the 
protection of Africa's minors against forced military service, whether in national 
or insurgent/rebel  pou*.  

S. 	African youth and students should organize national autoncinous ate:emir= to 
partidpate  in  and contribute to development activities and programmes such u 
literacy, reafforestatton. agriculttuo and environmental protection. 

Student and, youth oriputizations must also *eve to be democratic. accountable, 
voluntary and autonomous and should co-ordiriate their activities with workers', 
wonten'a and peasant organizations. 

7. 	National youth and studett orgardutiona should take urgent steps to strengthen 
and further densocratize eating patrAtrican youtit and student organizadons to 
make them play their roles more effectivity in Africa's development pn3Cleas. 

IV. MCNITORING POPULAR PARTICIPATION 
24. 	We pruciaim the urgent necessity to involve  the  people in monitoring popular 
parbdpation in Africa on the buts ol agreed inclicatcrs azui we propose the use of the 
farming indicaton, which are not necessarily exhaustive, for measuring the progress in the 
implementation of the naeornmendationa of the Charter. 

1. Tha literacy rate. which is an index of the capacity for mus participation in 
public debate, dicision•making and general development processes; 

2. Freedom of assoCiation, especially political association, and Prevence °I 
democratic instituticets, such u political parties, tracks union*, people's grasa-toui 
organizations and profasaional associations, and the guarantee of constitutional 
rights. 

3. Representation of the people and their organizations in nadonal bodies. 

4. The rule of law and social and eC011nritiC justice, including equitable distribution 
of income and the creation of full employment opportunities. 
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fee•o..1,re-aa 	pop& 
U. 	African  and  rturt -African NGOs and VDOs should. in addition to their traditional 

humanitarian activities. Mc:urine provide support for the productive eapacities 
of the African poor and for promoting environmentally scund patterns of local 
deveiopment 

L 	At t•yri aftha Mee: and enrrunnfdreartnn 

1. The natkmal  ad  regional 'media shcruld make every effort to fight  for  and 
defend thair freedom am ail  cost and make special effort bs champion the cause 
of popular participation and publicize activities and  pogrimn 	thereof and 
generally provide access for the dissemination of  Inforniadon and education 
programmes on popular parecipatitm. 

2. Combining their indigenous communication ayeterns with approçrnate use of 
modern low-cost communications technology, African communities and NGCs, 
VDOs and trade unions and other mats organizations  muse  a- -raig.then their 
communication capacities for development. Regional and national NG0a should 
participate in the assessment of Africa's Development Support Communication 
Needs to be carried out uder the auspices of the United Nations Steering 
Commit  and the United Nation' Inter-Agency Task Force on UN-PAAERD. 

F. 	eludultiteLefactunera.ozganigatiture 

In ensuring that the participation of won en in the development  pros  is advanced and 
strengthened, popular women's organizations should: 

1. Continua to strengthen their capacity u btulders of confidence anions wont= 

2. Strive for the attainnalnt of policies and prograrnmes that neat and recognize 
wornerrs roles u producers, mothers, active community mobilizers and 
custodians of culture; 

3. Work to ensure the full urvierstanding of men, in particular, and the society, in 
general, of women's tole in the recovery and transformation of Africa so that 
men and women together might articulate and pursue appropriate courses of 
action; 

4. Impterrient measures to _reduce the burden anted by worren• through: (a) 
advocating to the society at large. including central and local government  tavela,  
the importance of task  ahazing  in the home and catruzumity, espedally in the 
Mad  of  water and wood  fetching. child rearing etc.; (b) promoting the 
establishment and proper functioning of comntunie-besed day are cens  In all 
communities: and, Cc)  strivetg to attain economic equality by advocating the 
rights of women to  land  arid greater access to credit. 

5. Wartert's organisations should be democratic. autonomous and accountable 
organizations. 

G. dàLeturaiLgurguenugsag 

• Trad.  Unions should: 

1. Be democratic. VOLUntary, antenCanatla and accountable organizations. 

2. Initiate, ânimate and promote mars literacy and training programmes. 

3. Organize and mobilize rural workers in accordance with ILO Convention 141, 
which Afrian Governments are axone urged to ratify. 

4. Defend trade union rights, in particular the ri,ght to strike. 	, 

5. Assist in the formation of woriters' co'-operatives. 

6. Assist in organizing_ the =employed. for productive activities, such u the 
establishment of man and medium wale enterpnses. 
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3. 	Protection of the ecological, htunari and legal envirtinment. 

6. Prue and media freedom to  facili te  public debate on major issues. 
7. Number and scope e grassroots  opnbzdore wtth effective participation in 

development activities, producers  and  consumers co-operatives and community 
Proiacts• 

8. Latent of implementation of the Abuja Declaration on Woman (1989) in midi 
country. 

9. Political accountability of leadership at all levels measured by the use of checks 
and balances; 

10. Decentralization of decision-making processes and institutions. 

25. We are convinced of the imperative =Wily 10 Itglow-up and monitor the 
implementation of this Charter and to  report  periodically thereon an progress achieved as well 
u problems encountaed. We  aœordlngly recontreenci that at the national level a follow-up 
rnectutnism on which  zepsentatives at high level of Government tr ad  e unions, wornext's 
organizations, NG0s, 	true-roots and youth and student organizations will be mem bers.  

26. At the reeonal Irral, we  propose  a joint OALT/ECA Regional Monitoring Ma.chinery on 
which also, in addition to representativest of these nvo organizadons will be representatives of 
the network of orgudzations Mn ed above. This neon.' monitoring _group will submit 
bienniel program reports on the implementadon of the Charter to the ECA Conference of 
Ministers and the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the OAIJ. 

coNctusioN 
27. This Conference has taken place .during a period when the world continues to witnesa 
tumultuous changes in Eastern Europe. Even more dnunatically. this C,onfirenca has taken 
place during the wry week when Nelson Mandela's release  bu  exhilarated  ail  of Africa, and 
galvanized the international ctxrununity. 

28. There is an ineecapable thread of condzulity between  thon  avents and our Conference; it 
Is the power of people to  affect  momentous charier. At no other  time  in the posa-wa period 
has popular participation had so utoniahing and profound an impact. 

29. History and «palatial both teach that this world Dever works in 03MpertMenti. The 
forces of freedom and democracy are =magi—feu. Inevitably, and bruistibly, popular 
participation will have a vital role to play on the condnent of Africa, and play that role we 
wilL 

30. It  is  manifestly unacceptable that development and tranafortriation in Africa, can proceed 
without the full pstipadiert  of  its people. It is manifeady unacceptable that the people and 
their orprtizations be esseuded from the decision-maidn- g process. It is manifestly unacceptable 
that popular participation be Seel% ea anything  leu 	the centerpiece In the struggie to 
achieve economic and social >idol for alL 

31. In promoting popular participation, it is nacesaary to recognize that a new pertnership 
and compact must be forged among  ail the ACTORS In the process of iodai,  political  and  
economic change. Without this collective commitznalt, popular participation is nether possible 
nor capable  ci  producing results. We, therefore, pledge to work together in this new 
partnership to promote itiil and effective  artldpa tlon  by the muses together with Governments 
In  the recovery and development process  in  Ahlcs.  

32. We, the people here assembled,  have  no illusion that the Charter will be embraced 
overnight by all  of thole to when it is directed. But we are confident that this document is an 
Indispensable  step on the road tO everything  we wOUld wish for the people of Africa. 

Dom  at  Arusha,  The  United Republic of Tanzania 
16 February 1990 
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RESOLUTION 3 

TRANSMÉTTAL OF THE AFRIC.AN CHARTER FOR 
POPULAR PARTICIPATION IN DEVELOPMENT 

AND TRANSFORMATION (ARUSHA, 1990) 

TO THE ASSEMBLY OF HEADS OF STATE 
OF THE OAU AND UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The ratelimpetro- 

jtereling  General Assembly maolution  5-13/2 on the United Nations Programme of 
Action for African Economic Recovery and Development, 19864990 (UN-PA.AERD), 

prrillfrtg 	General Assembly resolution 43/22 and its annex on the mid-term 
review and appraisal of the implementation of UN-PAA.ERD, 

Mbutfut  of ECA Conference of Ministerg molt:don 664 MGM entitled 'Instmational 
Conference on Popular Participedon in the Recovery and Development  Pros in Africa'. 

1. Repast% the Executive Secretary of ECA to submit the CELARTER to the 
Sixteenth Meeting of the EC.A Conietence of Ministers. 

2. beta the Secretary-General at the OAU in collaboration with the Executive 
Secretary of ECA to submit the CHART 	to the Fifty-second Session of the Council of 
Ministers of the OAU. 



INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON HUMAN RIGHTS AT TEHERAN

1. The Proclamation of Teheran (13 May 1968)



42 I luman rights—a compilation  of  international instruments 

Article 13 

Irrespective of the notifications made under article 8, parap,raph 5, of the 

present Protocol, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all 

States referred to in article 48, paragraph I, of the Covenant of the following 

particulars: 

(a) Signatures, ratifications and accessions under article 8; 

(b) The date of the entry into force of the present Protocol under article 9 

and the date of the entry into force of any amendments under article 11; 

(c) Denunciations under article 12. 

Article 14 

I. The present Protocol, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian 

and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of 

the United Nations. 

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit certified 

copies of the present Protocol to all States referred to in article 48 of the 

Covenant.  

B. THE PROCLAMATION OF TEHERAN 

5. Proclamation of Teheran 

Proclaimed by the laternational Conference on Hainan Rights  as  Tehema 
on 13 May 1068 

The International Conference on Human Rights, 
Having met at Teheran from April 22 to May 13, 1968 to review the 

progress made in the twenty years since the adoption of the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights and to formulate a programme for the future, 

Having considered the problems relating to the activities of the United 
Nations for the promotion and encouragement of respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedoms, 

Bearing in mind the resolutions adopted by the Conference, 
Noting that the observance of the International Year for Human Rights 

takes place at a time when the world is undergoing a process of unprecedented 
change, 

Having regard to the new opportunities made available by the rapid 
progress of science and technology, 

Believing that, in an age when conflict and violence prevail in many pans 
of the world, the fact of human interdependence and the need for human 
solidarity arc more evident than ever before, 

Recognizing that peace is the universal aspiration of mankind and that 
peace and justice are indispensable to the full realization of human rights and 
Rindamental freedoms, 

Sokmnly proclaims that: 
I. It is imperative that the members of the international community 

flail their solemn obligations to promote and encourage respect for human 
rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinctions ofany kind such 
as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinions; 

2. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states a common 
understanding of the peoples of the world concerning the inalienable and 
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inviolable rights of all members of the human family and constitutes an
obligation for the members of the international community;

1

3. The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Inter-
national Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Declaration
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Dis-
crimination as well as other conventions and declarations in the field of
human rights adopted under the auspices of the United Nations, the special-
izcd agencies and the regional intergovernmental organizations, have created
new standards and obligations to which States should conform;

4. Since the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights the
United Nations has made substantial progress in defining standards for the
enjoyment and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms. Dur-
ing this period many important international instruments were adopted but
much remains to be done in regard to the implementation of those rights and

freedoms;

5. The primary aim of the United Nations in the sphere of human rights
is the achievement by each individual of the maximum freedom and dignity.
For the realization of this objective, the laws of every country should grant
each individual, irrespective of race, language, religion or political belief,
freedom ofexpression, of information, of conscience and of religion, as well as
the right to participate in the political, economic, cultural and social life of his

country;

6. States should reaffirm their determination effectively to enforce
the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and in other
international instruments that concern nu an rights and fundamenlal

freedoms;

7. Gross denials of human rights under the repugnant policy of apart-

heid is a matter of the gravest concern to the international community. This

policy of apartheid, condemned as a crime against humanity, continues seri-

ously to disturb international peace and security. It is therefore imperative for
the international community to use every possible means to eradicate this

evil. The struggle against apartheid is recognized as legitimate;

8. The peoples of the world must be made fully aware of the evils of
racial discrimination and must join in combating them. The implementation
of this principle of non-discrimination, embodied in the Charter of the
United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and other
international instruments in the field of human rights, constitutes a most
urgent task of mankind at the international as well as at the national level. All
ideologies based on racial superiority and intolerance must be condemned

_,and resisted;
_..^

f/Ymaa rJShp-w compltw^ron or Iwlsra^,^baal laa^rrwenu- ^-^

17. The aspirations of the younger generation for a better world in
which human rights and fundamental freedoms are fully implemented, must

The Proclamation of Teberin 45

9. Eight years after the General Assembly's Declaration on the Grant-
ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples the problems of
colonialism continue to preoccupy the international community. it is a mat-
ter of urgency that all Member States should co-operate with the appropriate
organs of the United Nations so that effective measures can be taken to ensure
that the Declaration is fully implemented;

10. Massive denials of human rights, arising out of aggression or any
armed conflict with their tragic consequences, and resulting in untold human
misery, engender reactions which could engulf the world in ever growing
hostilities. It is the obligation of the international community to co-operate in
eradicating such scourges;

11. Gross denials of human rights arising from discrimination on
grounds of race, religion, belief or expressions of opinion outrage the con-
science of mankind and endanger the foundations of freedom, justice and
peace in the world;

12. The widening gap between the economically developed and devel-
oping countries impedes the realization of human rights in the international
community. The failure of the Development Decade to reach its modest
objectives makes it all the more imperative for every nation, according to its
capacities, to make the maximum possible effort to close this gap;

13. Since human rights and fundamental freedoms are indivisible, the
.full realization of civil and political rights without the enjoyment of eco-
nomic, social and cultural rights is impossible. The achievement of lasting
progress in the implementation of human rights is dependent upon sound and
effective national and international policies of economic and social develop-
ment;

14. The existence of over seven hundred million illiterates throughout
the world is an enormous obstacle to all efforts at realizing the aims and
purposes of the Charter of the United Nations and the provisions of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. International action aimed at
eradicating illiteracy from the face of the earth and promoting education at all
levels requires urgent attention;

IS. The discrimination of which women are still victims in various
regions of the world must be eliminated. An inferior status for women is
contrary to the Charier of the United Nations as well as the provisions of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The full implementation of the
Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women is a neces-
sity for the progress of mankind;

16. The protection of the family and of the child remains the concern of
the international community. Parents have a basic human right to determine
freely and responsibly the number and the spacing of their children;
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17. The aspirations of the younger generation for a better world, in
which human rights and fundamental freedoms are fully implemented, must
be given the highest encouragement. It is imperative that youth participate in

shaping the future of mankind;

18. While recent scientiGediscoveries and technological advances have
opened vast prospects for economic, social and cultural progress, such devel-
opments may nevertheless endanger the rights and freedoms of individuals
and will require continuing attention;

19. Disarmament would release immense human and material re-

sources now devoted to military purposes. These resources should be used for
the promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms. General and
complete disarmament is one of the highest aspirations of all peoples;

Therefore,

./erence on Human Righ/s,The International Con

1. Affirming its faith in the principles of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and other international instruments in this field,

2. Urges all peoples and governments to dedicate themselves to the
principles enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and to
redouble their efforts to provide for all human beings a life consonant with

freedom and dignity and conducive to physical, mental, social and spiritual

welfare.

C. THE RIGHT OF SELF-DETERMINATION

6. Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples

Gsrsnl Arura,bly nwlrrioa 1514 (XV) of j# Dscsmki 1f60

The General Assembly.

Mindful of the determination proclaimed by the peoples of the world in
the Charter of the United Nations to reaffirm faith in fundamental human
rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal rights of
men and women and of nations large and small and to promote social progress
and better standards of life in larger freedom,

Conscious of the need for the creation of conditions of stability and
well-being and peaceful and friendly relations based on respect for the prin-
ciples of equal rights and self-determination of all peoples, and of universal
respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms for
all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion.

Recognizing the passionate yearning for freedom in all dependent peo-
ples and the decisive role of such peoples in the attainment of their indepen-
dence,

Aware of the increasing conflicts resulting from the denial of or impedi-
ments in the way of the freedom of such peoples, which constitute a serious
threat to world peace;

Considering the important role of the United Nations in assisting the
movement for independence in Trust and Non-Self-Governing Territories,

Recognizing that the peoples of the world ardently desire the end of
colonialism in all its manifestations,

Convinced that the continued existence of colonialism prevents the
development of international economic co-operation, impedes the social,
cultural and economic development of dependent peoples and militates
against the United Nations ideal of universal peace,

Affirming that peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their
natural wealth and resources without prejudice to any obligations arising out
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