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PAUL BEFORE FELIX.

Observe also the power of the gospel over
men; and observe, too, in what class of
truths this power lies. The gospel of the
despised Nazarene, — who had been cruci-
fied with scofling and disgrace before the
eyes of a whole world, — uttered by the
mouth of a Jew in chains, overwhelms an
infidel and vicious ruler of the mighty Ro-
man empire! and this solely by the force
and authority with which it exhibits the
simple doctrines of righteousness, temper-
ance, and judgment to come. It is these
doctrines, lying at the bottom of human ac-
countableness, and coming near to every
man's heart, teaching him that nothing is of
50 great consequence tohim as his own char-
acter, his regard or disrcgard to the divine
will, — it is this that constitutes the power of
the gospel over human conscience. These
truths we may wink out of sight; we may
veil them by ingenious sophistry ; we may
drive them from us by a crowd of business
and the intoxication of pleasure; we may
bury them in a mass of doctrines and cere-
monies ; but they still stand firm, and con-
stitute the power with which religion grasps
the soul of man: and when, by the energy
of preaching or the call of Providence, man’s
consgience is roused to think of them, and to
compare with them his own' life, then the
stoutest and hardiest sinner trembles.. So it
was here.  Felix sent for Paul to hear ¢ con-
cerning the faith in Christ.” He was curious
to know the principles of this new sect, the
doctrine of this new philosophy. He pro-
bably raoked it with the old philosophical
systems of the world, and would like to com-
pare it with other opinions. If Paul had
discoursed to him of abstract dogmas, and
gone over the list of intricate and metaphy=-
sical speculations, which some have preached
to the world as the faith of Christ, Felix
would have been entertained, and dismissed
the preacher satisfied ; but he never would
have trembled. But Paul knew the gospel
better; and the astonished magistrate, in-
stead of what was curious and intellectual,
found the new doctrine to be a doctrine of
godliness 3 and, unprepared for rcasoning
that should affect his heart or touch his life,
was made to feel himselfl accountable, and
to tremble at his sins. And so with other
men. [t is vain to be profound in argument,
and eloquent in illustration of abstract the-
ories, and metaphysical speculations, and
philosophical niceties, and dark doctrines;
an angel might preach thus forever, and yet
lead no man to holiness and salvation.
These are matters which ¢ play around the
head, but do not reach the heart.,” But
when you come to the plain practical lessons
of holy writ; when, by strong and urgent
reasonings, you prove that God, who made
and governs, requires rightcousness toward
all men, and temperance, i. e., self-govern-
ment. and purity, toward ourselves, and that
this requirement he will enforee in a judg-
ment to come,~ when he shall judge the
world iu righteousuess{by that man whom he
has chosen, — then men feel that righteous-
ness. is something which concerns them-
selves ; not a pleasant speculation, something
to read about, to be amused with, but some-
thing which concerns their lasting personal
well-being ; then the soul starts, and looks
around, inquires concerning its preparation
for judgment, breaks ofl'its sins, {lees 1o God
by the holy DMediator, and lays hold in car-
nest, of the truths and consolations of religion.

- These are the powerful -truths which break

the stubborn sinfulness of man, and educate
him for heaven. .Kvery thing elsc the con-
science can sleep under; every thing elsea
man may believe, or disbeliéve, and still re-
main easy ; andso -it-has‘always -happened
that sinners have been found hardened. be-
neath every formof mere belief.. But when

. manis made to believe that he is accountable,
- that his life-must be searched into and judged

at the last dread day, then he can sleep no
longer. The couch’of down becomes i bed
of thorns ; and, though invested with all the
power and state that earth can give, he trem-
bles on the very seat of office.—F. Ware.

RELIGIOUS DECISION.

The first step for one who would be a
Christian is to take his stand decidedly and
unreservedly on Christian principle, resolved,
with God’s grace, by that to abide in heart
and conduet, through evil and through good
report. What is needed is a dedication of
himselfto God in Christ,~adedication which
will cause him, inall cases, first of all to ask,
What would God hear and now approve of
my doing? The question should be con.
stantly in your mind, — Situated as I am,
“what wouldst thou have me to do™?
Your appeal will be, not to what will be for

yaur advantage, nor to the opinion of society,
but to Christ’s words and to God's approval.

Your life may in many things have been
in harmony with the Christian law. It has
been so, however, chiefly from accident and
not from purpose, — because of early tastes
implanted by others, from cducation and the
general requirements of society. The obedi-
ence, limited and imperfect as it bas been,
has resulted from favoring circumstances,
from the influence and demands of the society
in- which you live, rather than from your
own deliberate choice. It has not becn a
matter of fixed aud scutled prineiple. ~ What
we urge is, the personal choice of God's lJaw
for your law, — & self-consccration to Christ
and to God, — a consecration entire and un-
reserved.

It is not necessary to dwell on the reasons
for taking this stand.  We will only present
one or two considerations.

1. Till you take this stand, you will net
and ought not to be satisficd with yourself.
Itis the ground which one's own heart tells
him he ought to take.

What is” the highest conecivable privilege
for a creature ignorant and frail as man?
There can be nonc greater than to have the
guidance of the Divine hand through the
mazesof life. Perplexed with uncertainties
and apxieties, what o piivilege is mine, if
God will condescend to teach me what to be-
licve and what to do! And if he has thus con-
descended, what creature of the dust will
say,—* I decline the guidance of the Al-
mighty, and choose to take care of myself”?
If there be a God such as we believe in, how
can we think to have any permanent peace
of mind except it be founded on his approval?
‘What are we, when " we defy the moral or-
der of the universe? Dut let me as a trust-
ing and obedient child, seek the approval of
God, let it be my faithful endeavour to walk
in the way which he approves, and the
thought of God will be the most blessed one
which can visit me. My soul will be at
peace with him. Itwillbein harmony with
all that is gond on carth and in heaven. Life
will be illuminated with light from above,
and death, whieli takes us into the nearer
presence of God and of Christ, may fill us
with a trembling and reverential awe, but
not with terror.

2. Till you take this stand, however cor-
rect your life may be in the main, you will
find that there are parts of your character
and conduct which are habitually at variance
with the Divine requirements. You need to
take this stand deliberately, in order that you
may bring the whole of life under the Chris-
tian law. Tillit is taken, though in many
things you pay deference to this law, in other
things you will obey a very different one,
you will try to serve both God and Mam-
mon. In some things you will ask what
Christ teaches, and in other cases what pub-
lic opinion*or your worldly advantage re-
quires. But God does not allow us to thrust
into his throne, with authority equal to him-
self, our earthly passions and interests.

3. This unreserved consceration of the
soul and life is essential 10 any growth of
Chuistian character,

Surprise is often expressed, that persons,
who in general mean to lead Christian lives,
exhibit no advance in Christian character,
They are no better now than they were ten
years ago. The difficulty would very often
be found to originate in this half consecration.
If it be but in part, the reservation wiil be.
made in favor of some dear worldly interest,
or habit, or sin. If the man, ou the whole,
mean to lead a Christian life, and make such
a rescrvation, however unconsciously, he
will soon find that there is the test place of
his character. It is there that hie neglects,
evades, or dircetly violates the Ghristian law.
His seasons of keenest self-reproach and re-
morse will be associated with that sin  He
will at length feel painfully that there the
question is whether he will, or will not obey
Guod.  Itis finally a question of spiritual life
and death.  [e must conquer the sin, amd
bring it under the Divine law, or the sin will
conquer kim.  If ke yields here, and finally
conies to acquicsce in the sin, he will feel
that God’s law with hint is not supreme.
However it may be in ordinary cases, there
is one sacrifice he will not make to Christian
duty. Others may not know it, buthe knows
that there is one thing which he loves more
than he either loves or fears God.  And this
sin, of which he is conscious, will chill his
whole moral being. By the laws of 1he
mind, from the mere love of consistency even,
this permitted sin will gradually draw down
the whole character towards its own level,
"There is but one course for him, and thatis
to surrender himsell unreservedly 1o the
Divine law, and ta say,—**Though it re-
quirc me to_cut ofl’ the right hand, or pluck
out'the right eye, with God's hielp, T will in
this and all things clse, try 1o follow Christ.”

4. There is one other reason, not only for
taking this stand on Christian ground, but
for taking it avowedly, to which we will re-
fer, arising out of the influence which it has
on others. The moral influence of a man
depends on the law to which he is secn to
appeal. It is needful for the good of others,
il you arc on the Christian side, that you
should be seen to be so. Tt is not less 1m-
portant now than it was in the days of the
Apostles.  Suppose that the first believers in
Ephliesus, or Corinth, had said, —* 'We are
convineed of the truth of the Gospel. We
believe and we will endeavour to obey it in
our lives. But we are ignorant and cbscure
wmen. If we avow the side we are on, we
shall have no influence, and shall subject
ourselves to migjudgment and persccotion,
We will be Christians in reality, but will be
silent.” Had they done this, Christianity
would have perished with the first geuera-
tion. It would have disappeared as streams
which sink into desert sands. It was not
more neeessary that the Apostles should
preach, than that their obscure converts
should avow what side they were on,— on
what ground they stood. By taking a de-
cided stand, openly and avowedly, they be-
came a centre of influence. They kept be-
fore the world the fact that there was such a
thing as Christianity. And their influence
extending in ever enlarging circles, the few
believers soon became a great multitude, and
the faith they held was established in the
world. :

And 50 now, if you would do any thing to
spread the authority of Christianity, let it be
seen that you adopt it practically for your
guide, and appeal to it as the highest law.

Take a decided stand on Christian princi-
ple. I{ you beliecve the momentous truths of
the Gospel, rcjoice to be able to obey thewm.
Put such questions as these to yoursell, Am
I gaining and using property in obedicnce to
the Christian law 7 1s the course 1 am taking
in business, in politics, or in the pleasures of
life, one which will stand the test of the Gos-
pel? Am I ready to make the sacrifices of
inclination, ambition, or profit, which Christ,
were he here, would require of me? Is my
most anxious thought in the business of life
to conduet myself so as'to seeure the Divine
approval?” “These questions try the secrets
of the soul. Happy is that man who can
say, — * There is nothing 1 desire so much
as the approval of God.” He has already
eatered into the spiritual kingdom of Christ,
and in him the everlasting life is begun.

.

IMPORTANCE OF INVESTIGATION

DY MRS. DANNA.

If parents do not cven allow their children
to hear the opinions of those who difler from
them; if, on the contrary, they anxiously
and sedulously keep them in the dark; if;
more especially, they everletit be discovered
that they dread and fear any freedom of in-
guiry — they may rest assured that they are
likely to deleat the very ends at which they
aim.  They cannot always hold the veil be-
fore their children’s eyes. The parent bird
cannot always keep its offspring in the nest.
The human mind loves frecdom, and will
not always consent to be fettered.  The time
may came when opinions, which are merely
the result of education, which have been ta-
ken upon trust, which have never stood the
test of free inquiry, and comparison with
other opinions, —the time, 1 say, may come,
when these opinionsshall be shaken, ” Then,
a strong and unyielding foundation may be
absolutely necessary 1o keep the whole fahric
of faith from falling like the house which
was built upon 1he sand.

Oh, it will theu be a great merey if the en-
tire structure do not crumble into absolute
ruin, never to be built again. It will be a
great merey, if; amid the geveral wreck,
enough of the pure, uncrumbled material can
be saved for the erection of another, and a
more enduring structure. . Such a result
would be happy. indeéed.. The new cdifice

of faith wonld perhaps bLe less imposing, be- .

cause more simple than the former one, but
it would be not the less beautiful and valu-
able.  On the contrary, no mind could esti-
mate, no words could express its superior
value. Its beautiful simplicity and unusual
symmetry would never cease to delight its
fortunate possessor. DBuilt of solid stone,
and founded upon a rock, the rains might
descend, and the floods come, and the winds
blow, and beat upon that house, and it would
not fall, because founded on a rock.

You remark: ** Yours is not the first, nor
the second, nor even the third case in which
I have been called to monrn the fulfilment
of God’s awful prophecy in the persons of
my own friends. Some valued friends have
already proved that they were *given up to
strong delusion, 1o believe a lie,’ by profess-
ing that other form of Anti-Christ more svited
10 the constitution of their minds— called
Papery.  Widely as they seem to differ,
they are, when sified, varied developments
of the smme cnmity 10 Ged’s wonderlul yet
simple way. My own mode of accounting
for it is, that it has not plecased God to en-
lighten them with his Holy Spirit.”

Towhat “awful prophecy  do you allude
in the first part of this extract? "Is it that
of being given over to strong delusion, to
believe a lie? Isuppose it must be. A
little farther on you say, that it has not
pleased God to enlighten them,” that is,
those who do not think as you do, ** with
his Holy Spirit.” This is quite a flattering
unction for a man to lay to his soul, I am
willing to acknowledge. ~ It would be a very
convenient mode of setiling diflerences of
opinion, if we could only be certain who
has the Spirit, and who has not.  But there
is the rub. If we could only decide upon
some one living human being like ourselves,
who, we were very sure, was under this
special influence, whom we could consult
to whom we could explain the minutest
shade of difference in our opinions — who
could patiently listen to all we have to say,
and give us precise answers, not lo be wmis-
taken~— our diflerences might all be speedily
and satisfactorily adjusted. Not one of us
would object to'making hit the umpire be-
tween us.  We could appeal to this infalli-
ble guide upon every topic which has ever
divided the Christian world, and he would
settle the matter at once. None of us would
then objeet to having a “Pope.” How de-
lightful it would be 10 have such a guide at
every step of our progress! He would te]l
us exactly what our Lord meant when he
said,"** My  Father is greater than 1,” and
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“of mine own self T can Jo nothing.” If
we diflered concerning any of his own say-
ings, he would at once tell us precisely
what his meaning was, and say to one, you
are right, — and to another, you arc wrong.
But, unfortunately, such a thing cannot
be. YWe are not living in the tines of the
apostles.  There is no Paul to whom a
Christian Church can write for inforination
upon any particular point.  The miraculous
gilis of the Holy Ghost to certain favored in-
Aividuals are ne longer to be expected. In
regard o this, all of us are upon a perfect
dquality. "Pheratore it becomes not any man
to say, that sueh and such a person has not
the Holy Spirit. Te is an anogant claiw,
which 1, for one, am not willing to adinit;
nor will it, I venture to say, be admited by
others who difler from you.  When Tplainly
perecive the fruitsof the Spirit— ¢ love, joy,
peice, long-suffering, goodness, faith, meck-
ness, temperance ” — 1 joyfully acknowledge
its existence.  So far as we, [rail and erring
creatures, cun venture to judge [romevidence,
T judge from what T scc.

But, in regard to matters of opinion, the
case is altered.  Of all the millions in the
worll who differ in opinion, what one mnan
possesses the greatest share of the Holy
Spirit?  All equally elaim it : whose claims
are the best?  Why may not 1 have it as
well as you? T ask Jor i, 1 wait for it, why
may I not possess it?  The bare asserdon of
another that my neighbor is not enlightened
by the Holy Spirit, is, in my view, a poor
reason for believing it to be so.  Because
Your neighbor cannot see as you do, you in-
sist upon i, thut God has blinded s eyes,
that seeing he may sce, and not perceive,
&e. Ought any one but the Searcher of
hiearts himselt to artempt the application of
such a text? Ought a mortal o presume
to apply it to the fellow-mortal?  If the
actions of the life give evidence of the do-
minion of evil principles, we cannot help
forming a judgment of the state of the heart
—we are allowed to judge of men by their
fruits, But with the religious opinions of
others we have nothing to do in the way of
judgment and condenination. Qur business
lies with ourselves. We may think others
wrong, but let us take carc how we judge
them harshly, and without hesitation declare
that they belong to “ Anii-Christ.”  Let us
see to it that we are in the right ; let us strain
cvery nerve to arrive at the right spot ;- and
“let rvery man he fully persuaded in his
own mind.” :

THE DIVINE UNITY.

The doctrine of the Divine Unity is of im-
meunse importance.  Itis the soulof Judaism,
the foundation of Christianity, the noblest
discovery of reason, the glory of revelation,
the centre of religious truth, 1the antidote of
infidelity, the death blow of idolatry, the
spring of Reformation, the guiding star of
free inquiry, the companion of liberty, the
parent of piety, the source of light in the
mind and goodness of the heart, and the in-
heritor of supreme dominion over faith, to
which it is directed by propheey, and will
be conducted by Providence, in all nations.

There cau be but one God. It is impossi-
ble to associate a correct notion of the atiri-
butes of Dicty with a plurality of possessors.
An absolute monarch can have no coadju-
tors. Omuipotence, infinity, and cteraity,
can neither be a divided portion, nor a com-
mon inheritance. The admission of one
omnipotent excludes that of 2 second omni-
potent; of onc infinite, that of a scecond infi-
nita ; of one eternal and uncaused being, that
of another eternal and uncaused being : all
addition or multiplication of divine persons
is preeluded by the very idea of God, who
must be the sole possessor of absolute perfec-
tion,

The Divine Unity is not a barren specu-
lation, or a solitary truth. This single pro-
position, standing as the representative of its
Windred truths and gennine consequences, is
the substauce of Christianity. It is the sun
in the firmament of religious knowledge ; in-
fert or doctrines are bound to it, as by the at-
tractive power of naturc; they shine in its
light, and round it revelve in harmony. it
would not be dithicult, by [air argumeniation,
to trace this affinity ; but without entering
on so wide a field, we would observe that
Scripture has blended the Divine Unity with
whatever it has deelared of most importance
in faith or practice :(—with the fatherly char-
acter of” God j ¢ To us there is one God, the
Father;” “one God and Father of all, who
is above all, and through all, and in you
all :"—vith his unrivalled goodness ; Why
callest thou me good? "F'bere is. none good
but one; that is God :"—~with the . limited
and temporary dispensation of Judaism ;
+ Hear, O Isracl, the Lord our ‘God is one

Lord :"—uwith the universality of Chiristian-
ity 5 ¢ The Lord shall be king over all the
carth.  In that day shall there be one Lord,
and his name Oue "—with the certaiuty of
propheey; “1 am God, and there is none
clse; Tam Gaod, and there is none like e,
declaring the end from the beginning, and
from ancient times the things that are not
yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand,
and T will do all my pleasure :"—with di-
vine homage; *T'hou shalt worship the Lord
thy God, and him only =halt thou serve :*'—
with the mission of Glirist, and cternal lifc
+ Phis i{s life eternal, 10 know thee, the only
true God; and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent :"—with the impartiality of the divine
dealings; “1s he the God of the Jews only?
Is hic not also of the Gentiles?  Yes, of the
Gentiles also, seeing it is one God :"'—withh
the mediation of the man Christ, and the
universality of salvation; * There is one
God, and one mediator between God and
men, the mau Christ Jesus, who gave him-
self’ a ransom for all:”—with the summary
of our duty 3 « There is one God ; and there
is none other but he : andto love liim with all
the Licart, and with all the understanding, and
with all the soul, and with all the strength,
and to love his neighbour as himself] is better
than alt whole burnt-oflering and sacrifices ;7
—with the abhorrence ol oppression, injus-
tice, and unkindness; ¢ Have we not allone
Father 7 and, hath uot one God created us 1
—with the glowing fangnage of devotion
“ Now unto the King eternul, immortal, and
invisible, the only God, be honour und glory
for ever and ever!” ¥ Let not, then, the
suspicion be harboured, or the charae ad-
duced, nud we oversrate this tenet, for we
only follow the leading of Seripture in rais-
ing it o the highest elevation.

JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES

IN THE JEWISH SYNAGOGUE.

Frequent coutroversies arose between the
unbelicving Jews and the disciples of our
Liord, upon various other subjects ; but there
wis never any in relation to the nature of
God.

Notwithstanding the orderly and peacea-
ble disposition of the carly Christian believers
—notwithstanding they ‘had endeavored to
live in all good couscience, and to aflord
no ‘just ‘oecasion for opposition and strife ;
yetitis well known to all who are familiar
with the events which are recorded in the
New Testament, that dissensions and disturh-
ances were very frequent on their aecount.
The Jews could not tolerate what they re-
zarded as a new god peraicious heresy. They
coull not endure the reflection which its
growing prevalence must necossarily force
upon their minds; that they had rejected,
aud crucified, the Messiali, their Prince.
There was a prejudice against the very
name of the sect and its leader. Therc was
an equal prejudice against the soul-humbling
doctrines which they taught.  Hence all
the perscentions which were continually
raiserl against the converts to the Christian
faith.

The particular causes of oflence are stated

in connection with the varions instances re-

corded in their history, of violenee and wrong
to which the believers were exposed.

Sometimes they were aceuscd of speaking
blasphemous words against Moses and
against God; and then again of uttering
blasphemy against the temple and the law;
because, as they testified, *“we have heard
him say, that this Jesus shall destroy this
place, and change the customs which Moses
delivered unto us””  Sometimes they were
teast out,” merely for asserting that Jesus
was the Christ, and 1hat God had raised him
from the dead ; sometimes for making con-
verts among the Geniiles, and for bringing
Greeks, as they supposed, into the temple;
and sometimes upon the more vague and
groundless charge, of being men who were
endeavoring *“to turn the world upside
down.”

There was one question which produced
disscnsion even among the believers them-
selves.  Almost every church which the
Apostles planted was troubled with it, and
they called a council, in vain, to seule it.
In ‘spite of their authority, the controversy
raged, and serious divisions, and direct op-
position, in many cases, were the conse-
quences. It was the question, whether Gen-
tile converts should be compelled to observe the
law of Moses 7

Now, in all this multitude of accusations,
with or without apparent cause; among all
the offences which were charged against
them, whether believed or feigned ; among
all the discussions which ever arose in rela-

¥ 1 Cor. viil. 85 Ephes. jv. 8 5 Matr. xix. 17 ; Deut. vi.
45 Zech, xiv. 95 lsaiak xlvi. 9, 105 Matt. iv. 105 John
xvi. 3 3 Romans iii. 29, 30; 1 1'im, ii. 5, 6 § Mark xii. 82,
385 Mal. i, 10; 1 Pim. i, 17. T'he word ¥ wise? is
omitted, aceording to the corrected text of Griesbach,

tion to a1l manner of subjects in the syna-
gogues or in the churches; it is very remark-
able, that there should be ene, in relation to
that subject, witly respect to which the Jews
were, as we have seen, so peculiarly sensi-
tive—nol one in relation to a doctrine, now
deemed essemial, but theu so utterly at vari-
auce with the popular belief. The Biblere-
cords none; and no intimation is given by
any of its writers that such an accusation
was ever made, or that such a question was
ever agitated.

Now, what shall we do with these Facrs?
We cannot deny them ; and what other in-
ferences can we draw than those which were
stated at the beginning?

"T'ie conelusion appears to be unavoidable,
that this was a subject with reference to
which there was no material dillerence of
opinion.  Controversics aud  contentions
must inevitably have arisen, unless this had
been the case. It is impossible to reconcile
these faets upon any other suppesition. Jesus
and his disciples, therefore, taught just what
the Jews themselves believed and taught,
namely, that “Zherc is one God, and there
is none other but he”

But suppose that we were to surrender
this argument. Suppose that we were to
admit, merely for the sake of the admission,
that a diflerence upon this subject really
existed 5 and that while the Jews held fo
the strict unity of Gaod, Christ and the first
preachers of the Gospel inculeated the doe-
trine of the Trinity. What must be our
conclusion then?

CGenainly, it can be no other than this :
that Christ and the early Christinns did not
regard the diflerence npon this point of suf-
ficient importance to justify a sepuration, ora
refusal to unite in the same religious services
with those who were strong in the Unitarian
belief.—Rer. A, D. Wheeler.

LOVE ONE ANOTHER!

Do we not often tailto maaifest that love we
profess, and whicl serves as the central link
n our symbolic chain, and is emblazoned in
letters of gold upon our proud and lofty ban-
ner? Do we cherish the principles as we
ought~—do we practice it in our conduct—
our speech and writings tovard our brethren
when they walk uprightly, and when they
wander ffom the path of honor and sobriety?
We should remember that the follies and
false steps of a brother should call forth our
love more strongly, and our more zealous
exertion that we may win him back, and en-
courage him to walk uprightly and surely.
It is not frequently that we are friendly to
the pure and honorable, and that we love
those who love us, and whose conduct is in
unison with our own conceptions of what is
really qood.  But if such men falter through
weakness, are found indulging in one evil
habit, or speak or write in & tone that is of-
fensive, we are too likely to withdraw our
friendship—suppress the Tove we cherish for
them, and manilest a colduess towant them,
and an entire indifference to their respecta-
bility and welfare. In this respect we are
prone to turn from the example of Him in
whom ‘we trust,” to forget the power and
love of kindness, to rclorm and bring bacl,
and to exercisc that base principle which
drives the wanderer farther on.

When crentures stay
Farthest from God, then warnnest toward them burn
His love, even ns yon sunheams holiest on
= The earth when most distant.?
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HOW SHALL WE KEEP THE LORD'S DAY?

BY THE REV, J. ¥. CLANK,

‘What is the idea of the Lords’s day, and
how does it differ from the Jewish Sabbath ?

The Jewish morality is all of it nearly
negative ; the Christian, positive.  The Jew-
ish law forbids ; the Christian commands.
The Jewish says, ¢ Thou shalt noz kill ; thou
shalt not steal; thou shalt not covet,” The
Gospel fulfils the law by adding the positive
command, *Thou shalt love.” So here,
The Jewish Sabbath law said, ¢ Thou shalt
do no manner of work on the seventh day ;”
and this was nearly all. But the Christian
Sabbath (if you choose to call it so) is kept
not by abstinence but by performance, 'To
leave ofl our work, is only the means, not the
end. The end of the Lord’s day, is to bring
us near to God, near to man ; 10 renew our
inward life, to refresh our soul with high
thoughts, pure worship, happy intercourse,
elevating influences. We are to be raised to
a higher platform, to ascend the mount of

transfiguration on this day. And if we fail
of doing this, wo have not kept the Lord’s
Sabbath holy, wo are Sabbath breakers. We
may have abstained sedulously from all lubor
come to church three times a day, prayed in
our families, read our Bible in our chamber ;
but all this profits us nothing except we have
cherished by thesc means those inward senti-
mients of piety and purity which make aserene
soul. At the close of every Lord’s day, we
should find oursclves humble, yet hopeful,
meek and tender, yet animated with a high
hope and a strong purpoese, feeling God’s
presence in the very air, in the sunlight, in
the breeze murmuring low and sweet tunes
amid the rustling leaves. IXivery Suuday
which leaves such an influence behind it,
will go with us through the week, to refresh
and cheer vs, and will be indeed holy time.

With this object in view, what rules and
methods shall we adopt to attain it ?

1. Our first rule would be, to aveid what-
ever occupation will tend to dissipate the
mind. In order to attain the ends of the
duy, we want calmness and repose. En-
deavor so to arrange everything as to aveid
all unnecessary excitement and confusion.
Let there be as little work to be done as
possible, as little dressing, as little cooking,
as little house cleaning as possible ; not be-
cause it is wrong in itself, but because it
destroys the spirit of the day. 1 would ab-
stain from going to the Post-oflice for letters,
from reading newspapers, from talking about
political news, not superstitionsly, but om
grounds of expediency. I do mnot suppuse
that a man commits a sin who sends for his
letters and reads them, but I suppose that it
is foolish for him to do so, if it interferes with
the great end of the day. Let everything
tend to quietness, composure, concentration
of mind.

2. Then 1 would recommend a season of
retirement at the beginning of the duy. Go
into your closet, into your chamber alone,
and shut the door. Sit down and meditate.
Look backward over the past week, consider
its blessings, consider its trials, recall its sins
with penitence, "its righteous actions ‘with
thankfulness. Look forward to coming time,
consider what use -you should make of your
life, what duties you owe to others, what to
yourself, what plans you ought to form, what
resolutions adopt. Look inward upon your
own soul. Consider what is your state of
mind ; is it troubled or is it peaceful, are
you leaning upon God, or upon yourself?
Are you hoping to rise higher, are your
aims, pure and noble; or are you growing
worldly, steeped in sense, turning your fice
away {rom heaven, moving downward toward
death and 1uin 1 Then Zook upward. Ask
for the help of God in this calm morning
hour ; ask for his inspiration to fill your soul
with new light and love, to make the day
pass by profitably, to give power for the work
of coming years in this world or a higher.
Sucli an hour as this would be the true pre-~
patation for the hour of public worship.
You would then meet the congregation in a
subdued and loving spirit, you would look
round upon the assembly, not to criticize their
appeariance, but to feel a deep interest in
them as fellow-Christians, and fellow-men:
You would derive real benefit from the ser-
vices always, approaching them in such a
frame, while if you go with a mind full of
worldly cares, business, politics, if you go
from reading the newspaper or from discus-
sing the question of the next Presidency, the
prayers will seem very cold, and the sermon
very lifeless.
with o cold hand it will seem warm ; but
what you touch with 2 oold mind, becomes
itself as cold as ice.

3. I have taken for granted that a part of
the Lord's day shall be occupied in public
worship. I know there arc some, in these
days, who think they have outgrown public
worship and have no more need ofit. They
think that the church can do them no more
good. But that depends much on what they
go for. If their object is instruction, or in-
tellectual excitement, I grant that the church
can perhaps do them little good. The
preacher must be a man of surpassing genins
who can contrive to feed with new thoughts
and ideas, year after year, 2 congregation
who have the same sources of knowledge
that he has; who have their bookg, their
Jjournals, and @ thousand means of hearing be-
forehand all that he can say on any subject.

“Noman living can feed us over.” Intellec-

For if you touch anything
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tually, we soon get beyond our teachers ; not
because we are wiser than they, but because
we need a different influence from theirs.
But the moral influence of the Church no
one can outgrow. We never can get heyond
the need of meeting with our fellow-men, in
the place of prayer and praise. We need to
unite with our brethren in just such anact as
this. We need to stand with them in the
presence of God, to rejoice with them in the
love of God, 1o bow with them before the
majestic laws of God, to listen with them to
the humblest of the brethren who speaks
=imply and sincerely of the truth and comfort
of the Gospel. We meet men in the ex-
change, for business; in the theatre and ball-
room, for pleasure; in the court house, for
strife ; wo need to meet them in the temple,
also, to recognize their immortal nature.
Otherwise one of the most important res
Iations to our fellow-men is not fulfilled. I
think I have observed that those persons
who have, in their own opinion, got above all
churches, and who abstain from them, have
a certain narrowness in consequence of this,
which diminishes the power and justness of
their thought.  'We need all the influences
of the church : when we meet each other in
the name of Christ, Christ is with us himself.
We meet him, in meeting each other. If
people go into the church as they would go
into a lecture-room, in a careless and uunpre-
pared mood ; if they take their shops or their
kitchen with themr into church, then the ser-
vice may seem very empty and useless.
But if they go with a deep feeling of their
need of God, and of his real presence in the
united hearts of his adoring children, if they
go, praying that he may bless to them and
to all, the hour of devotion, then, they will
certainly find it good to have been there,
they will feel drawn toward their fellow-men
by the deepest and widest sytpathics.

The common error is to go to church to
be acted upon, to be excited, to be influenc-
ed, not meaning to be active, not thinking
that we have something to do ourselves. If
all the congregation are in this state, they
have inevitably a listless and indolent air, not
the air or attitude of worshippers, but rather
of those who are secking repose. They as-
sume indelent - attitudes ; many do not take
the trouble to raise when the congregation
rises; or if they stund, stand in attitudes
which show plainly that they are not engag-
ed in solemn prayer and praise to God ; for
no man could pray to God in a negligent at-
titude or a careless position,

4. Ilaving thus occupied a part of the day
in private meditation, and a part in public
worship, another part, I think, should be
devoted to making our own home cheerful and
happy. DParents should seek, if they can, to
be with their children, to converse with
them; if they are in the country, to walk
with them in the fields; if in the town, to
read. to them swmething which shall please
and instruct. If all the members of a family
considered it their special duty on Sunday to
make each other happy, and instead of seek-
ing selfish amusements, would be at each
other’s service, the Sabbath would be both a
delight and holy to the Lord. Ior what
sight more holy in the sight of heaven than
that of the son or daughter who seeks to
cheer the aged parent; of the father who
gives wise advice to his children ; of the
brothers and sisters who walk through the
solemn avenues of the forest, or gaze from
the liiiltop over the sleeping meadows and
silver streams, uplifting each other's minds
to the Author of all this sublime order and
Such Sabbath hours are the golden
links which bind in tenderest unions the
bearts of a family. Long after the father
has been laid in the grave he is most remem-
hered in the associations of the Sabbath twi-
light. The daughter, the wife, whose love
and sweetness charmed us, looks upon us
from the spiritual world with clearer and
purer beauty in the memory of that holy com-
munion of soul, which we enjoyed with them
in the calm of the Lord’s day. ‘“They have
gone from the carthly to the heavenly rest;
to the rest which remains for the people of
Giod ; to keep the everlasting Sabbath of that
kingdom. There may we meet them,

Whoere Jove shall freely flow,
Pure ns life’s river;

Where friendships sweet shull glow,
Changeless forever-

Where joys celestinl thrill,

And bliss ench heart shull fill,

And fenrs of parting ehill—
Never—oh never,

5. There is one more occupation to which
we may devote a part of the Sabbath—to acts
of charity. 'We may spend an hourin visit-
ing the poor, the sick, the sinful; we may
make a Sabbath in the sick-room where no
other would utter a word of religious coun-
sel; we may change the chamber of cursing
into u chamber of prayer. I have known
many who have spent a part of the Lord’s
day thus with great profit to themselves and
others. I am glad that the members of some
of vur churches hold meetings on the after-
noon of Sunday in the chambers of sickness.
Tn such labors, or in the labors of the Sunday
school, one may often find it * more blessed
to give than to receive.” They may find
that they get more spiritual life by what they
impart to others, than by what they them-
selves hear from the pulpit.

I am well aware that there are many per-
sons who have no time for half of these
things ; whose time is necessarily engrossed
by duties to others. Still, T think that all
may find a few minutes for retirement, and
preparation ; and then, having begun the day
aright, it will be easier for them to continue
in the spirit, 1f they cannot go to church,
they can vet go to God.  If they cannot us-
semble with the multitude in outward pre-
seuce, they can meet them in spirit, and be
lifted up inwardly into the general assembly
aad chureh of the first-born,

But, afier all, let us remember that no
rules and methods will avail without the
spirit, “T was in the spirit on the Lord’s
day.” “This,” says Cecil, “seems to be
the soul of the Christian Sabbath, In this
view a thousand frivolous questions are
answered.”  * On the Sabbath God rested
from his six days’ work, and we rest also,”
says Jeremy Taylor, “to attend to holy
duties, so best imitating the rest of God; for
God’s rest was not a natural cessation; he
who eannot labor, eannot rest ; but Grod's rest
was a beholding and rejoicing in his finished
work ; and, therefore, we truly rest, when we
rejoice in God's works. And so he keeps
the Lord’s day best, that keeps it with the
most religion and the miost -charity” To
him it becomes, as Herbert says, ¢ the fruit
of this world and the bud of the next.”

O dny most calm, most bright !
‘T'hie fruit of this—the next world's bud—
The couch of tima care’s balm and bay,

The week were dark without thy light,
‘I'hy torch doth show the way.

Sundnys the pillars are,

Ou which heaven's palace arched liea;
The other days fill up the spare,

And hallow room with vanities.

But no, good Herbert, the other days nced
not be full of vanity, though the Lord’s day
be econsecrated to o deeper and more inward
life. The Sunday is indeed more a day for
thought, but the others for aetion; this, to
feel God’s love, those to do God’s will ; this,
for a freer communion of heart with heart;
those, for mutual helpfulness, by joining hand
to hand. I do not think the Lord’s day any
more sacred or holy than other days; it is
merely a day of greater privileges, a day for
calmer reflection, for purer aspiration, for
happier sympathies, for tenderer charities. Tt
is a sacred least, a time for strengthening
and feeding the soul. Let us evermore so
keep it, that our souls may be fed.

UNIVERSITY HALL, LONDON, ENGLAND-

The Unitarians have, it is said, projected
the establishment of a ¢ University Hall"” in
London, in the neighborhood of University
College. It is to embrace a suitable odifice
for the academical residence of students,
under the superinicndence of a resident
pringipal ; with numerous sets of rooms,
adapted to residence and private study—as
well as halls for lectures, for a library, and
for a common room. The students are to
1eceive instruction in Theology, Mental and
Moral Philosophy, and other branches of
knowledge not at all, or not fully, taught at
University College. Attendance on the
Theological Lectures is not to be compul-
sory; and private instruction in Theology,
provided by a father or guardian for a resi-
dent, is not to be objected to by the Council,
on the ground of the doetrines taught by the
tutor —London Athencum.

The Rev. Mr. Cordner is absent from
Montveal at present, having made an ex-

change of pulpits with the Rev. Mr. Pea-
body of Burlington, Vermont.

CORRESPONDENCE.
CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE.
CONNEAUT, OHIO.

For the first time I have lately had the oppor-
tunity of attending one of the Christian Con-
ferences.  Entertaining ncarly the same views
as they do of God, of Christ, of human nature,
and religious liberty T feel deeply interested in
their weltare and prosperity. I went to Con-
neaut, thercfore, not only to reap the bencfit
which can be derived from association with
enlightened and warm hearted defenders of truth
and freedom, but to learn something of the
spirit, the enterprise, the intellectual and morel
strength amongst the Christian Denomination.
I had associated, it is true, with many of their
young men, and had found that not a few of
them were inspired with enlarged and gencrous
views and faelings. But convineced that the
character of a religious body is represented by
its ministers and dclegates, I wished to come in
closer contact with some of their regularly
ordained and labouring Elders, and be present at
one of their Annual Meetings. This opportu-
nity was afforded me in Conneaut Conference.
T went there and found kind receptions and
warm hearts.  Men were there from every quar-
ter, some in their West of lingland black, but
more in their substantial dark and Home-Spun.
In the evening after T arrived, Blder Haliday
preached on * a little leaven leavenceth the whole
lump.”  Afterwards a social religious meeting
was held, in which no time was lost. The
speaking was spirited and pointed and a good
feeling evidently pervaded the meeting. The
next day was a time of business, and discussion
of general questions. Ilere I was disappointed
I had suppesed that our Christian brethren took
a deeper interest in the great and important
movements of the day; that they took a
high and noble stand in moral reform, and were
ready hand and heart to further every good word
and work. But I soon discovered my mistake.
[ soon found that many of them were still behind
the times, that they had not kept pace with the
rapid strides of the age; that they bad stillto
identify themselves with the fearless and bold
philanthopists of their country and the world who
are labouring for the removal of oppression and
bloodshed and evil in all its forins ; that they
had yet to take = loflier and more commanding
stand as the promoters of education, an enlighten-
cd, accomplished and efficient ministry, and the
cause of temperance, peace and ~freedom. T
found that religion had yet to be seen hy many

| of them to be high morality, as well as feeling—

10 be action in" crery ‘good cause as well as in
one, to belong to the. purse, as well as to the
tongue and heart, and that ii belonged to men,
and looked at men in all situations and under
all circumstances. I thought I saw o wantef
sufliciently expanded hearts and minds, o want
of interest in their own institutions, as well as in
the great practical questions of life and morality.
It I mistake not, too, they nced different views
imparted to them Tespecting the support of the
Ministry, Sabbath Schools, Tract Societics,
Bible Societics, and institutions generally for the
spread of light and truth. In their Conference
Meetings I fear that little is done hesides the
transaction of church business, But it appears

to me that their object should be greater than
this. Their thoughts should be directed to the
agitated subjects that pertain to the life, and
improvement. At the Conference, prayershould
be heard for the Slave, the drunkard, the war-
rior, the oppressor; for the day school, the
Sabbath school, the socicties and institutions
adapted to improve snd bless the condition of
men. At the Conference there should be ready
voices, and ardent hearts, and willing hands to
forward every good word and work. Men should
go there with their minds awake, their souls
alive, and their hands and hearts open.  They
should go there with the express design of doing
something for the world.  ‘Thisshould be regard-
ed as a time of work and contribution. It should
be a time of speech and plan and demonstration
and collection. It should be a time of saying
and doing and doing all that can be done. The
Conference cvening should not bo taken up by
preaching on common topics and relating religi-
ous * experiences.” This can be done at home.
The attention should be tarned to great and
important and public questions—questions which
involve the principles of Christianity. Our dulics
as ministers—parents—ecitizen, and the beneface-
tors of our ruce should be dwelt upon.  On these
occasions the people should be made to fecl
that their work is to bless the world; they
should be dirccted Zow to bless it, and by the
minjsters themselves be led on to the work.
They should bo taught that their prayers are call-
ed for, that their time and talents are needed,
and that their money too is required. The Con-
fercnees indeed should give a right toneof feeling
to the churches. They should send out
healthy and ennobling influences, in every
direction, The ministers should go from them,
with more enlarged views, with deeper and holier
purposes to do right, and with renewed energy
to lead their congregations onward to truth and
freedom and purity.
R, H.

Mendville, Sept. 20th, 1847,

I3 NoTice,— Subscribers at a distance
are respectfully requested to forward the a-
mount of their accounts. Address to the
¢t Publishers of the Bible Christian, Montreal.?
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3 he Thours of Public Worship in the
Montreal Unitarian Church are—~Ereves o'clock
a,m., and SEVEN, p.m.

Persous desirous of renting Pews or Sittings
in the Unitarian Church are requested to make
application to the Elders, after any of the publiz
services.

BODKS BFOR SAILE,
ATt
C. BRYSON’S BOOK-STORE,
ST. FRANGOIS XAVIER STREET.

HE Entire Works of Wrrniam Ernrery
Cuaxying, D.D.,in two volumes.

The Entire Works of the Rev. Onvinie
Drwzy, D.D., Pastor of the Church of the
Messiahy, New York, oue volume, 8vo. pp.

¢l 2 b Pl.
857,

A CoMMENTARY ON TiE Four GospeLs.
By the Rev. A. A. Livernore.

Tire BsseNTIAL Farrit oF rire UNIVERS AT
Cuunrcir, Deduced from the Saered Records.
By Harviet Martinean.

La For pe L’E¢rise UniverspLie ; D-
Arvees Les SaNTES lenrrures.  Par Dlle.
Martivean. ‘Tradnit de PAnglals.

Scriprurr Proors axp Scrirruran Ty-
LusTRATIONS oF Ustrawraniss. By John
Wilson. 3rd Tidition, revised and enlarged.

“ Bvery test connected with . the "Crinitarian controversy
on both sides of the question, is noticed in this voliumae,
‘I'he book is divided into two parts, “[he first of these con -
tainy ¢ the Scripture evidence of Uaitarinnisn 3 thesccond,
‘the alleged Seripture evidenee for Trinitarinnism.® T
the first part, besldes quoting the texts ng they appenr in the
authoriged version, Mr. Wilson furnishes us, in nmuny cnses,
with a variety of renderings, by scholars of acknowledrod
eminence ; ind throughoat the whole he presents we \\Ti\h
n series of, toreible nud pertinent remarks of Lis own. In
the secand part, e not only cites the controverted texts in
full, but nlse gives * itiustrntive texts? to throw light on the
menning of the prominent terms which nppear in them,"—
Buston Christian Framiner

Tis Coxcrssions oF TRINITARIANS ; being
a Selection ol Extracts from the most eini-
nent Biblical Crities and Commentators.
By Joun Wilson.

“Wa ennnot conceive a ‘I'rinitarian looking this Look in
the fuce. without o decided sinking of the henrt,—~without
n sense of the ground, which ho lind taken to he so solid
shrinking from under him,—without the inveluntary ejncn-
lation  “8ave me from my friends!* JFor here nre six
hundred pages of refutation of Trinitarinnism, by Trini-
turinns themselves, dinwn from over two hundred eminent
writers of that denomination. I other worils, it is n volume
af extructs from celebraiod orthodox writers of al] ages of-
the church, in which they hove hinvegiven Unitarinn expo-
sitions of U'rinitazinm proof-texts.  Anl it appears, from ex-
amining the work—swhat, indeed, hus often been loosely
asserted—that there is notone out of ull the passnges in the
Rible brought forward in support of the doctrine of the "I'ri-
nity, which, by one or more Lrinitaciun writers, ing not been
given up to their opponents, us admitting or requiring n Uni-
turinn interpretation.  Ilere, therefore, wo have n perfee
armoury of weapons for the destraction of the Grent Jirror,
furnished by the believers and defenders of the error them-
selves."”

HisTORIC AND ARTISTIC ILLUSTRATIONS OF
tHE TriNpry; showing the Rise, Progress,
and Decline of the Doctrine, with Elucida-
tory Lngravings. By the Rev. J. R. Beard,
D.D., of Manchester, Kngland.

Pravess for the use of Cluistian Families.
With a Preface recommending the Praétice
of Family Worship. By the Rev. J. Scott
Porter.

Lecrures oN Crmistian Doctring. 13
the Rev. A. Peabody, Pastor of the Sounih
Congregational Chureh, Portsmouth, N. H.

Tur Aronocy of THE Rev. TuroruiLus
Lixpsav, M. A., on resigning the Vicarage
of Catterick, Yorkshire.

THE REMONSTRANCE OF A UNITARIAN, Ad-
dressed to the Right Rev. Thomas Burgess,
D.D., Lord Bishop of 8t. Davids. By Capt..
James Gifford, R. N.

Tue Aronine Sacrrricr-—a Display of
Love, not of Wrath. By the Rev. Noah
‘Worcester.

LeTTeErRs ADDRESSED To RELATIVES AND
Frienps, chiefly in Reply to Arguments in
Support of the Doctrine of the Trinity, By
Mary S. B. Dana, author of the “Southern
zsx:ld Northern Harps,?? ¢¢ The Parted Family,”?

. ’

Tuare RECOLLECTIONS oF JoTHAM ANDER-.
son. DBy the late Rev. H. Ware, Jr., of Cam-
bridge University, New England.

Seryons, By the Rev. F. W, P. Green-
wood, D.D., Minister of King’ Chapel, Bos-
ton. "1n two volumes.

A CoLLecTioN oF Psaims anp. Hymns
for Christian Woiship. By the Rev. F. W, P-
Greenwood, D.D.

JUST RECEIVED,
A SUPPLY OF
“WARE ON THIE FORMATION OF THE CHRIS=
TIAN CHARACTER.
{27~ Books may Le obtained on loan from the Unitarinn
Congregational Librury, on application to the Librarinn,
ufter any of the public services,
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LABOR.

DY MR3. FRANCES (3GonD.

Tause not ty deeam of the future hefore us !

Pause not to weep the wild cares that come n'er us;

Hark, how Crention’s deep, musical chorus
Unintermitting, goes up into Ilenven !

Never the ocean wave falters in fdowing ;

Nuver tha little seeds stops in its growing,

Maro and more richly the rose-heart keeps glowing,
Lill from its nourishing stem it is riven.

“ TLabor is worship !"—the robin is singing:
* Labor i3 worship !""—the wild hee isringing ;
Listen ! that eloquent whisper upspringing

Speaks to thy soul from out nature’s heart,
From the dark eloud tlows the life giving shower,
From the rough sod comes the seft Lreathing flower,
From the small insect, the rich coral bower;

Only man, in the plan, ever shrinks from his part,

Labor is life t—"I'is the stilf water faileth;

Idleness ever despaireth, bewaileth ;

Keep the watch wound, for the dark st nssnileth
Flowers droop and die in the stillness of nuon.

Labor is glory I—the flying cloud lightens ;

Only the waving wing changes nnd Lrightens;

Idle hearts only the dark future frightens :
Play the sweet keys wouldst thou keep them in tune,

Labor is rest—from tha sorrows that grect us;
Rest from all petty vexations that meet ug,
Rest from sin-promptings that ever entrent us,

Rest from world-sirens that lure us to ill.
Work—annd pure slumbers shall wait oo thy pillow !
Work-=thou shalt ride over Care's coming billow !
Lie not down weatied “uenth wu's weeping willow!

Work with a stout heart and resolute will !

Droap not tho' shamie, sin and anguish nre round thee !
Bruvely fling off the culd chain that huth bound thee !
Look on yon pure Henven smiling heyond thee !

Rest not content in thy durkness—n clod !
Work—for some good—Dbe it ever so lowly !
Cherish some flower, be it ever sp lowly !
Labor! Alllabor is noble and haly :—

Let thy great deeds be thy prayer to thy God !

THE ANGEL OF PATIENCE.

A FREE PARAPIRASE OF THE GERMAN.

ny J. g. WHITTIER.

T'o weary henrts, to mourning homes,
God’s meckest ungel comes ;

No power has he to banish pain,

Or give us back our Jost again,

And yet, in tenderest love, our denr
And heuvenly Fother sends him here.

There's quiet in that Angel’s glance,
‘There’s rest in his still countenance :

He mocks no grief with idle eheer,

Nor wounds with words the mourner's enr;
Bur ills and woes he may not curs

IIe kindly learns us to endure,

Angel of Patience ! sent to calm

Our feverish brow with cooling balm ;
To Iny the storms of hope and finr,
And reconcile life’s simile nnd tenr ;
The throbs of wounded pride to still,
And mnke our own our Father's will,

0, thou who mournest on thy way,
With longings fur the close of day,

ITe wulks with thee, that Angel kind,
And gently whispers, * Be resigned ;
Renr up, henr on, the end shatl tell

The dear Lord orldereth all things well 1"

o —— T T rpwa—,

JERUSALEM.—THE TEMPLE.

BY IARRIET MARTINEAU.

‘* My room opened upon a little terrace, —
the flat roof of a lower aparument in our inn
at Jerusalem, and from this little terrace 1
was never tired of gazing. A considerable
portion of the city was spread out below me;
not with its streets laid open to view, as it
would be in one of our cities; but presenting

.a collection of flat roofs, with small white

cupolas rising from them, and the mina-
rets of the mosques springing, tall and light
as the popiar from the long grass of the
meadow. The narrow, winding Ianes, which
arc the streets of castern cities, aré scarcely
traceable from a height: but there was one
visible from our terrace, with its rough pave-
ment of large &tones, the high house-walls
on-cach side, and the arch thrown over it,
which is so fumiliar to all who have seen
pictures of Jerusalem. This street is called
the Via Dolorosa, the Mournful Way, from
its being supposed 1o be the way by which
Jesus went [rom the Judgment [Tall te 'Cal-
vary bearing his cross. Many times in a
day my eye followed the windings of this
street, in which I-rarely'sawany one walk-
ing;'and when it was lost ‘ainong the build-
ings near the walls, I looked over to'the hill
which bounded our prospect ; — and that hill
was the ‘Mount of Olives. It was then the
time of full moon, and evening alter evening
T used to lean on the parapet of the terrace,
watching for the coming up of the large yel-
low moon from behind the ridge of Olivet.
By day the slopes of the Mount were green
with the springing wheat, and dappled with

the shade of the Olive clumps. By night,
those clumps and lines of trees were dark
amidst the lights and shadows cast by the
maon ; aud they guoided the eye, in the ab-
sence of daylight, 1o the most interesting
points, — the descent o the brook Kedron,
the road to Bethany, and the place whence
Tesus is believed to have looked over upon
the noble city when he pronounced its doom.
Such was the view fromn our terrace-

# One of our first wulks was along the Via
Dolorosa. 'I'here is a strange charm in the
streets of Jerusalem, from the picturesque
character of the walls and arch-ways. The
old walls of yellow stone are su beauti-
fully tufted with weeds, that onc longs to
paint every angle and_projection, with their
mellow colouring, and dangling and trailing
weeds.  And the shadowy archways, were
the vaulted roofs intersect each other, till
they are lost in the dazzle of the sunshinc
beyond, are a perpetual treat to the eye.
The pavementis the worst Tever walked on;
large, slippery stones, slanting all manner of
ways. Passing such weedy walls and dark
archwavs as T have memioned, we turned
into the Via Dolorosa, and followed it as far
as the Governor's house, which stands where
Fort Autonia stood when Pilot there tried
Him in whom he found, as he declared, no
guilt. Here we obtained permission to
mount the raof.

“\Why did we wishit? For reasons of
such force as I despair of making understood
by any but those to whom the name of the
Temple has been sacred from their earliest
years. None but Mobammedans may enter
the enclosure nows no Jew nor Christian.
The Jew and Christian who repel cach other
in Christian lands arc under the same ban
here. They ate alike exeluded from the
place where Solomon built and Christ sanc-
tified the temple of Jchovah; and they are
alike mocked and insulted, if they draw near
the sates. Of ecourse, we were not satisfied
without. seeing all that we could see of this
place — now ocaupied by the mosque of
Omar~— the most sacred spot to the Mahom-
medans, after Mecea. We could sit under
the Golden Gate, outside the walls; we
could measure with the eye, from the bed of]|
the brook Kedron, the height of the walls
which crowned Moriah, and from amidst
which once arose the temple courts; we
could sit where Jesus sat on the slope of
Olivet; and look over to the height whence
the glorious Temple once commanded the
Valley of Jehosaphat, which lay bétween us
and it ; but this was not enough, if we could
sce more. We had gone to the threshold
of ong of the gates, as far as the Iaithful
permit the infidel to go; and even there we
had insulting warnings not to venture fur-
ther, and were mocked by little boys. From
this threshold we had looked inj and from
the top of the city wall we had looked down
upon the enclosure, and .seen the external
beauty of the buildings, and the pride and
prosperity of the Mohammedan usurpers.
But we could sce yet more from the roof of
the governor's house; and there we wont
accordingly.

“The enclosure was spread out like a

map below us; and very beautiful was the

mosque, built of variegated marbles, and its

vast dome, and its noble marble platform,

with its flights of steps and light arcades;

and the green lawn which sloped away all

round, and the row of eypress trees under

which a company of worshippers were at

their prayers. But how could we, coming
from a Christian land, attend much to pre-

sent things, when the sucred past scemed

spread before our eyes? I was looking, al-

most all the while, 1o sec where the Sheep-
gate was, through which the lambs for sacri-
fice were brought : and the Watergate, thro’
which the priest weunt down to the spring of
Siloam for water for the ritoal purification.
I saw where the temple itself must have
stood, and planned how far the outer courts
extended, ~—~the Court of the Gentiles, the
Court of the Women, the Treasury, where
the chest stood on the right of the entrance,
and the right hand might give without the
left hand knowing : and the place where the
seribes sat to teach, and where Christ so
taught in their jealous presence as to make
converts of those who were sent to appre-
hend him. I saw whercabouts the altar
miust have stood, and where arosé, night and
morning, for long centories, the smoke of
the sacrifices. I saw where the golden vine
must have hung its clusters on the front of
the Holy Place, and where, again, thein-
nermost chamber must have been,—the
Holy of Holies, the dwelling place of Jeho-
vah,” where none but the Fligh Priest might
enter, and he only once a year. These pla-
ces have bLeen familiar (o my mind’s eye
from my ?'outh up ; — almost as familiar as
my own house; and now I looked at the
very ground they had occupicd, and the very
scenery they had commanded, with an emo-
tion that the ignorant or careless reader of
the New Testament could hardly conceive

of. And the review of time was hardly less
interesting than that of place. Here, my
thoughts were led back to the carly days
when David and Solomon cliose the ground,
and levelled the summit of Mount Moriah,
and bepan the temple of Jehovah. 1 could
see the Javishing of Solomon’s wealth upon
the edifice, and the fall of its pomp under in-
vaders who worshipped the sunj and the re-
building in the days of Nehemiah, when the
citizens worked at the walls with arms in
their girdles; and in the full glory and secu-
rity (as most of the Jews thought) of their
temple while they paid tribute to the Ro-
mang.  O! the proud Mohammedans before
my eyes were very like the proud Jews,
who mocked at the idea that their Temple
should be thrown down. T saw now the area
where they stood in their pride, and where
belore a generation had passed away, no
stone was left upon another, and the plough
was brought to tear up the last remainsof the
foundations, Having witnessed this heart-
breaking sight, the Jews were banished from
the city, and were not even permitted to sce
their Zion from afar off.  In the age of Con-
stantine, they were allowed to approach so
as to sce the city from the surrounding hills;
— a mouruful liberty, like that of permitting
an exile to see his native shore [rom the sea,
but mever to land. At length, the Jews
were allowed to purchase of the Roman sol-
diers leave to enter Jerusalem once a year,
—on the day whean the city fell before Titus.

*And whatto do?  How did they spend
that one day of the year? T willtell; for I
saw it.  The mournful custom abides to this
day.

“I have said how proud and prosperons
looked the Mosque of Omar, with its marble
buildings, its green lawns and gaily dressed
people, — some at prayer under the cypres-
ses, some conversing under the arcades; —
female devotees in white sitting on the grass,
and merry children running on the slopes; —
all these ready and cager to stone to death
on the instant, any Christian or Jew who
should dare 0 set his foot within the walls.
This is what we saw within. Next we went
round the outside till we came, by a narrow
crooked passage, to a desolate spot occupied
by desolate people.  Under a high, massive
and very ancient wall was a dusty narrow
space, inclosed on the other side by the backs
of modern . dwellings, if T remember right.
This “ancient wall, where the. weeds are
springing from the crevices of 1he stones, is
the only -part Temaining of the old temple
wall; and here the Jews come every Friday,
to their Place of Wailing, as it is called, to
mourn over the fall of their temple, and pray
for its restoration.  What a contrast did these
humbled people present to the proud Mo-
hammedans within! The women were
seated in the dust, —some wailing aloud,
some repeating prayers with moving lips,
and others reading them from books, on their
knees. A few children were at play on the
ground ; and some aged men sat silent, their
heads drooped on their breast. Several
younger men were leaning against the wall,
— pressing their foreheads against the stones,
and resting their books on their clasped hands
in the crevices. With somie, this wailing is
no form : for I saw tears on their cheeks, T
longed to know if any hkad hope in their
hearts, that they or their children of any
generation should pass that wall, and should
help to swell the ery, *Lift up your heads,
0 ye gates, that the king of glory may come
in? If they have any such hope, it may
fiive some swectness to 1his rite of humili-
ation. We had no such hape for them; and
it was with unspeakable sadness that T, for
ong, turned away from the thought of the
pride ‘and tyranny within those walls, and
the desolation without, carrying with me a
deep-felt lessom on the strength of human
faith, and the weakness of the tie of brother-
hood.

« Alas! all seem weak alike. Look at
the three great places of prayer, in the Holy
City! THere are the Mohammedans cager
to kill any Jew or Christian who may enter
the Mosque of Omar. "There are the Chris-
tians ready to kill any Mohammedan or Jew
who may enter the Church of the Holy Se-
pulchre. And here arc the Jews pleading
against their enemies,— * Remember, O

Jerusalem, who said, Raze it, raze it, even
1o the foundation thereof O, daughter of
Babylon that art to be destroyed, happy shall
he be thatrewardeth thee as thou hast served
us. Happy shall he be that taketh and
dasheth thy litle ones against the stones !’
Such are the 'things done and said in the
name of Religion

“The man who places his reliance on
friends, children, or any other frail and trad-
sitory. object, cannot with propricty. be ealled
happy; for all these thipgs are in their na-
ture insecure; but a dependence upon God
is the only surc and unfailing support.”” —

Demophilus.

DIALOGUE

BETWEEN A CHRISTIAN AND WESLEY'S
HYMN BDOOK.

(FROM THE CHRISTIAN.)

I, I3.— Lovers of pleasute mare than God,
For you IHe suffer’d pnin;
Swearers, for you Ile split his blond,
Aund shall He bleed in vain 7— 1136, v. 1.

C. — God could not suffer pain; it is im-
possible that Ged should suffer pain or bleed.
I know there is a passge in Aets 20, in which
it is said, ** Feed the Church of God which
lie bath purchased with his own blood ;” but
the proper reading is, * Feed the Church of
the Lord, [Christ,] which he hath purchased
with his own blood.” There is also a pas-
sage in 1 John iii, 15.— « Hereby perceive
we the love of God, because he 1aid down his
life for us ;" but there also, God is not in the
original, but has been improperly putin by
the translators. The notion that God shed
his bloed, or laid down his life, is most ab-
surd.  ‘We sometimes hear, at missionary
meetings, of many fuolish and monstrous no-
tions held by the Hindoos, the Hottentots, or
the Soutli-sea Islanders 3 but it is impossible
that any of them should hold notions more
absurd or monstrous than the notion you are
;()‘crj)ctunlly repeating about the death of
sod.

I, B.—Young men and maidens rnise
Your tuneful voices high:
Old men nnd chillten, pruse
T"he Lord of enrth and sky ;
Him Three in One, and One in Thtee,
Eatol to all eternity, — £, 232, v, 1.

C. — David never used 10 sing of thre in
one, and one in three; he used to sing only
of one. Why cannot you follow his exam-
ple in this respect?  You have no command
to sing to ** Three in one, and one in three.”
in the Sacred writings, nor have you any
Seriptural example for so doing.

I, B.— Futher of me nnd al} mankind,

Al a1l the hosts ghove,
Let every undentanding mind
Unite to pruise thy loves
To know thy outure and thy name,
One God in Persons Threo;
And glurify the grent T AM,
Through all cternity.— I1. 251, v 1, 2,

C.— You are making the matter still worse
now.  You are not content with having three
somethings in one, and one in three some-
things, but you are making the three some-
things now into three persons. © You have no
Seriptural authority for - doing that. - The
word persons is never applied to God in the
Bible. The word person is applicd to God
in Heb. iii, 3, but'it is by a mistranslation.
The original is upostasis, substance, or un-
derstanding. A person is a separate being,
and a divine person is a Gud, and three per-
sons in one God, and one God in three per-
sons, is three Gods in one God, and one God
in three Gads ; which is impossible, nonsen-
sical. I wish you would fashion your lan-
guage after the model of Christ Jesus. It is
a beawtiful Hym is the 251, but you sadl
mar it, with introducing into it your Ant-
christian, Athanasian theology.

H, B.— Assest thy glorious Diety !
Streteh out thy nrm, thou trivne God, — II. 443, v, 3,
C.— You are still wrong. There is noth-
ing about a T'riunc or three-one God in the
Seriptures.  You never hear Christ praying
to a Triune or three-one God. When he
prays, he prays to the Father, and calls him
the only true God. Yask again; Why do
you not follow his example ?
i, B.— 'The Unitnriun fiend expel,

And chase his ductring buck to hell ! — I, 443, v, 6.

C.— You are not making the matter any
better by such language as that. 1 would
advise you to avoid such expressions as those.
It would sound better, in my judgment, if
you were to say,~

“Tha fiend of nigoTRrY expel,
And chuse INTOLERANCE back to hell,”

“ Truth needs not the service of passion 3
yea, nothing so deserves it, as passion when
set o serve it.  A'he spirit of truth, is withal,
the spirit of meekness. 'The Dove that rest-
ed on that great Champion of Truth, itself; is
from Him derived to the lovers of truth, and
they vught to seek the justifieation of it.  Im-
prudence makes some kinds of Christians
lose much of their labor, in speaking for reli-

Lord, the children of Bdom in the day of|givn, and drives those far ofl’ whom they

would draw into it.” — Leighton.

Gurr, though it may attain temporal splender,
can never confer real happiness.  The evil con-
sequences of our erfines long survive their com-
wission, and, like the ghosts of the murdered, for
ever haunt the steps of the ma lefactor. The paths
of viriue,thonglh seldom those of worldly greatness,
are always those of pleasantness and pence.
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