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THE WALDENSES.

COLLEGE OF LA TOUR—PRESBYTERIANISM OF THE VAUDOIS.

If your readers feel as much interested in the
history of the valleys of Picdmont as I do, they
will desire with me to obtain some information
In your pages regarding the present state of
the Waldenses, their position in regard to the
govermnent under which they live, and the
best means which may be used by the liberality
of British Christians, to improve their condi-
tion. Ttis well known that these intcresting
people live under the government of the king
of Sardinia, or of the two Sicilics ; and it may
be easily conceived that an administration des-
potic in its cssential character, and influenced
in its every movement by a bigotted pricsthuod,
will confer on the poor protestants of the
Vaudois as few privileges as possible. Iam
informed that the reigning monarch, whose
name, if I mistakenot, is Charles Albert, is not
a persecutor nor a tyrant in himself. He is
respected as a person of mild manners ; of li-
beral views ; and of 2 most tolerant disposition.
His Council of Statc also are said to consist of
men who accord with him in scntiment, and
who are very much disposed to relax the laws
in favour of the Vaudois, and to extend to them
the snme civil privileges as to the other classes
of His Majesty’s subjects. What, then, may
be the reason why these interesting classes of
his subjects are still kept under the chains of
tyrannical sway, and exposed perpetually to
intolerant insults ? The reason is to be found
in the wretched system of Romish priesthood
under which the country groans, and the yuke

of which ncither the king nor his cabinet have
the courage to throw off their necks. Indeed,
it is this horrid control of the systemn of po-
pery 1n all the Roman Catholic countrics in
Europe, that Las Litherto arrested the progress
of liberal principles, and interfered so glaringly
with the essential rights of free men.

It is well known that in 1794, when th_r:
TFrench first invaded Picdmont, down to 15135,
when the old regime was set up again in Franct,
and in most vther countries of the cm:gxmntl
the Vauduis cnjoyed a considerable portion ol
civil freedom, and but Litle or no distinction
was practically kept up betwixt them tm.d.thc
popish inhabitants, on account of their religious
professions. DBut so soon as the King of the
two Sicilies was restored to his throne, the old
laws which cncouraged persecution for cun-
science’ sake were revived, and the civil privi-
leges which had been enjoyed Ly the Vaudois
were at once taken away from them. In con-
scquence of this, these meritorious people have
for the last twenty years been subjected to
many privations, and have been reduced to €x-
treme depression and poverly. Greatly to the
credit of His Majesty the present King of Prus-
sia, the refugees of Picdmont were invited to
scttle in bis dominions, and put in possession of
all the privileges which his own subjects en-
joyed. It is curious to notice the vnr{etxcs in
lwnan character.  Fredernck has within these
vury few years been baniwhing a goodly uux.nbc.r‘
of his own subjects who did not *tahe with
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the reformed liturgy which his clergy had, by
his command, or at his instance, introduced into
the churches, and more tolerant states have
been holding outa hiding place to these suf-
ferers for conscience-sake. It was not very
long before, that he had held out o kind hand
to the poor Vaudois, and it was not the want
of gratitude that led thesc interesting settlers
in his dominions to sigh for their own native
rocks and valleys. They nevertheless did so,
just like their futhers of old; and = slight
breathing time, for it was nothing more, did
bring many of them back again to the land that
was o dear to their hearts,

Among some improvements conmnected with
religion and education, the progress made in
the erection of a seminary at La Tour, the
Capital of the Waldensiun Country, may be
noticed. La Tour is the only place in all the
Valleys where the inhabitants are allowed the
berefit of a classical education. A respectable
Grammar School has long been supported
there by voluntary contributions from Hol-
Jand ; and Protestant fumilies in England and
Scotland who desire to send their children to
a Continental Seminary, where their principles
will be safe, and their education conducted on
the most enlightened system of literature and
religion, cannot do better than select such a
seminary as this, or the exccllent private
Seminary in the same place, superintended by
M. Pellegrini. The Grammar School in La
Tour has been lately elevated into the rank of
a College, and dedicated to the Holy Trinity.
An institution of this kind has long been a
desideratum. Essentially free in its constitu-
tion, and untrammelled by state or priest pat-
ronage, while its great features are out-and-out
Protestznt, it promizes to be a real blessing to
the youth of Protestant Europe. The only ob-

. stacle with which it has to struggle ispoveriy;
and its friends look with eagerness to the pro-
testant states, and especially to England, to
help it in its difficoltics. The retreats to
which this erection has promised to extend the
blessings of literature and science have long
been hallowed as the blest abode of that pure
and holy light which in all other parts of
Europe seemed to be extinguished. I have no
fear of the Seminary of Lu Tour being alien-
ated from the service of Evangelical truth.
At the same time I write these lines by way
of eliciting information. Dr. Gilly and Mr.
Sims, whose names are identified with the in-
teresting history of the Waldensian Churches,
have patronised the College by presents of
money and bocks; and as these gentlemcn

The Waldenscs.

are both evangelical in their sentiments, and of
liveral views in church policy, we have a satis-
fying guarantee in the very fact of their pat-
ronage being extended to this infant institu-
tion. Ihave not learned whether the atien-
tion of Mr. Robert Haldane has been led to
this matter or not. But I am sure that in the
hands of that emneintly pious and enlightened
friend of Christian literature and Christian
truth, the Churches and Seminarics of the
Vaudois will meet with an impartial estimate.

Perhaps some readers of the Instructor may
not know that the Church Government of the
Waldenses is essentially and in all substantial
respects PPresbyterian. They have no Gene-
ral Assembly indeed, and the king of the two
Sicilies does not sit among them by lis repre-
sentative Commissioner '—but they have their
Synod, and their Moderators, and their repre-
sentative Pastors, Deacons, and Elders. The
Pastors are elected by the parishes by ifree and
open choice ; and the Elders are sclected by
their pegrs after arigid examination. Out of
their number one is selectcd to fill the office of
Deacon, in whom is vested the care of thealms
and properties of the churches. The Consis-
tory is just o Ifirk Secssion, consisting of the
pastor as chairman, the élders, and the deacon,
and it is vested with the charge of the ceclesi-
astical affuirs of the parish., The Synod, com-
posed of the different pastors and church of-
ficers, has always possessed the chief authority
in the Waldensian Church ; taking cognizance
not only of matters strictly spiritual, but even
of temporal differences and disputes, which in”
the first instance are referred to the elders ex-
clusively, and from them to the Consistory of
the parish who appoints assessors for their final
adjustment. If not thus settled, they come by
way of simple reference to the Synod. Events
of later times have tended to relax the good
old form of discipline; and yet, the mode of
procedure is so Scriptural and so like your own,
that it would not be unbecoming the Assembly
of your national church to recognize these sim-
ple-minded men as their brethren, and open a
friendly correspondence with them. The pre-
sent Moderator of Synod, M. Bonjour, who
resides at St. John, in the Valley of Lucern, ic
said to he a man of extensive theological infor-
mation, and active in the discharge of the duties
of his pastoral office. Need I add, that the
church which could count among its members
such men as Pastor Oberlin and Felix Neff is
not beneath the notice of any section of the
prefestant community.
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The Waldenses first assumed the character
of a distinct class of people about the com-
mencement of the ninth century, during the
lite of Claude of Turin, their apostolic Bishop,
the Wicklifie of his day. During the reign
of the dark ages, the valleys of Piedmont, lying
betwixt Genoa and Italy, and scarcely to be
traced in any map of Europe, formed the asy-
lum of pure religion and sancitity of morals.
They dissented from Rome on the question of
image worship ; which they detested as sacri-
legious blasphemy, while they contemned it as
an insult to reason, They held by the simple
ritual of their futhers, and have from uge to age
hauded down the fuith in 2 state of comparative
purity. The infidelity of France and the neo-
logy of Germany can scarcely be said to have
entered, far less to have conquered these in-
teresting scenes; and amid the inflictions of
cruelty which make our blood run cold in the
mere detail, we perccive a simple and primitive
people holding fast the faith ¢ for the testimo-
ny of Jesug,” and “counting not their lives

EDUCATION

I had lately the pleasure of meeting with &
worthy Protestant clergyman from Belgium,
and being curious to know, from so authentic a
source, somcthing of the ccclesiastical, and, if
I may call them, the moral statistics of that
country, I did not fail to question him on
these subjects, Theinformation thus obtained,
though by no means copious, may still perhaps
be deemed worthy of notice, seeing that it re-
fers to a country in which every Briton must
feel, both from recent and more remote circum-
stances and relations, a very deep interest—a
country which once so much resembled in in-
dustry, ingenuity and wealth, what our own
noiw is—a country, too, at one time drenched
with the blood of Protestant martyrs, and at
another filled with Protestant refugees ; but
which, unlike to this happy land, fell prostrate
in all its interests, before the terrific and com-
bined sway of sccular and papal despotism.

The population of Belgium is about threc
millions ; of these only about ten thousand are
Protestants.  Does not this naturally remind
us of God’s answer to the prophet, who had

dear unto them,” while they sealed their testi-
mony with their blood. Shall we be so un-
grateful as to forget that while in Bohemia
their tenets were first preached by a Jerome
and » luss, they were embraced by a John
Wickliffe in England, and by the Lollards of
Kyle? A few years of interlude will bring
them into connection with the Culdees of Iona,
and thus establish beyond question the truth of
the apocalyptic vision, by transforming it into
a matter of historic fact, that the great Ilead
of the Churches has never wanted his “two
witnesses™ to the purity of his trath, to the
spirituality of his kingdom, and to the neces-
sity of that personal holiness ¢ without which
no man can see the Lord.”:
% Dutfused and fostered thus, the glorious ray

Warm™l where it went, and npen'd into day.

“I'was their’s to plant, in tears, the precious shoot :

"I'is ours in peace to reap the promis’d feuit.

Ry them the hulwark ot our faith was huilt—

Our Church cemented by the blood they spilt;

In heaven’s high cause they gave all man could give,
Aund died its Martyrs, that the truth might live.'”

A VoICE FROM THE PALATINATE,

IN BELGIUM.

imagined himself the alone worshipper of the
true God in all the land of Isracl 2 These ten
thousand Protestants have no lessthan twenty-
two pastors ; a circumstance which would
seem to indicate favourably both for the religi-
ous zeal and knowledge of their flocks; but
perhaps it merely shews that they are thinly
scattered over the country. They are chiefly,
however, to be found in the French provinces
of Hainault, Namur, and Liege. In these pro-
vinces; religious fecling, on the part of the:
Catholics, is comparatively liberal, and their
cultivation of mind and manners comparatively
high.

In the other provinces much rudeness and
cven fierceness of manners still lingers. They
play, for instance, much at cards, and in doing
50, uften their naked daggers are displayed on
the gaming table. In these provinces, too, the
pric=ts and lower grades of the people are ex-
tremely intolerant ; as they may be expected
to be, considering their ignorance. Three
tirings are, however, greatly in favor of religi-
ous freedom ; two immediately, and one pro-
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spectively ;—the laws, the sentiments of the
better classes; and the increasing means of
education cnjoyed by the people. These will
very soon prove an over-match both for Pope
and Prelate.  In the mean time, the seal of the
priests not being seconded by the arm of the
law, these ministers of a religion of peace, are
reduced, when sceking to coerce those who
may be obnoxious to them, to the necessity of
hounding on, to use an old phrase, the mob
against them. And this arm of “giant pope”
is, in the kingdom of Belgium, still pretty ner-
vous, A vender of the Scriptures, on a recent
oceasion, was assailed by this good old Catholic
logic, and narrowly escaped destruction. The
dilemma to which he was reduced was rather
a serious one, He had taken refuge on a
bridge, but immediately both ends of it were
scized on by a crowd, excited by the priests,
and he mede his escape only by some humane
individual taking the copies of the Scriptures
which he carried, off his hands, for which he
paid him a small sum. The priests set them-
selves most determinedly against the sale of
the Scriptures ; but notwithstanding this for-
midable obstacle, Bibles are finding their way
in large quantities among the people. Above
twenty thousand copies were disposed of last
year among them, and at this moment they
are selling at the rate of from five to seven
hundred cepies weekly. In Ghent, the Pro-
testant clergyman was, sometime ago expelled
the town, and that by the chief magistrate.
This was in great part owing to his being a
Dutchman. He soon, however, returned, and,
protected by the law, remains unmolested.
Fresh impulse has lately been given to the
spread of the Scriptores, oviginating in a curi-
ous source. The church lately excommuni-
cated the Free Masons of the country, and
they, by way of doing what they deem to beat
once most hateful and dangerous to the church,
urc lending their whole influence to facilitate
the sale of Bibles. And this influence is con-
siderable, for the association embraces chiefly
the wealthier classes, What is very odd, and

Education in Belgium.

xc think somewhat ominous too, the king is a
meniber of the excomumunicated body, though,
of course, he is exempted from the consequen-
ces of this ecclesiasticel sentence.

The means of education for all classes are
now ery ample, and greatly diffused over the
country, There are three national universi-
ties, and one supported by public contributions;
in which students of all religions sentiments
are received upon an equal footing. In several
of the principal towns there are colleges, in
which the classics and the sciences are taught.
There are also good preparatory schools con-
nected with these institutions, There are
many charity schools in the country. The
pricsts, too, have schools of their own. Fe-
males are taught very generally in nunneries.
The priesthood are still much under the influ-
ence of the Court of Rome. It is the decided
opinion of my reverend mformant, that, not-
withstanding all the obstacles that ure still
opposed to them, religious knowledge and feel-
ing are steadily on the increase in the kingdom
of Belgium.

I obtained some curious information {rom
the same gentleman respecting the extensive
smuggling trade that is carried on betwixt that
country and France ; but that is 2 subject un-
suitable for the pages of the Christian Instruc-
tor, except, indeed, it could be so treated as to
shew the demoralizing cffects of such a trade.
I may just mention one curious fact connected
with it. Inan extent of about one hundred
miles along the line of demarcation, above one
thousand dogs are employed in transporting
goods from the one country to the other.—
The dogs arc taken across the Jine in the even-
ing, and, upon their being loaded with the
articles to be transported, the word of com-
mand is given, when ofi’ they go, at full speed,
often pursued, fired at, and occasionally shot by
the government officers. But itis a degrading
trade ; and it would be well if it could be left,
both in its dangers and seeming advantages, to
the lower animals.—Letter in the Christian
Instructor,
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY?S MISSION TO PALESTINE.

Dr. Krren and Mr. M¢Cunyxs, in appearing
before the General Assembly as representing
the Deputation, gave in a Report of their pro-
ceedings; which, we are sure, will be read with
deep interest :—

I.—Most surranLi Stations ¥or Misstons.

1. Saphet, in Galilee.—In every pomt of
view, the Holy Land presents the most import-
ant and interesting ficld of labour among the
Jews. Ever since the year 1882, when the
Pasha of Egypt took possession of Acre, the
Jews in Palestine have enjoyed toleration, and
some measure of protection, The recent in-
terview of Dr. Duff’ with Mchemet Al has
shown the policy of that singular man in a most
interesting manner.® le says, “that the guv-
ernment will give every fucility to the Jews to
return, in any number, to their own land;™ “that
they will be treated exactly like Mohanimedan
subjects;” and that he is even willing that they
become proprictorsof the soil. Whatever re-
liance may be placed on the word of the Pasha,
we are quite assured of this fact, that the Jews
have hitherto enjoyed peculiar tranquillity un-
der his government, and that there are no ob-
stacles whatever on the part of the Govern-
ment to the operation of the Jewish missicnary.
This is an advantage opened up to us by Him
who has the hearts of kings in his hand, which
it is impossible for us to overlook.

Again, the Jews are in afiliction in the land
of their fathers, and this makes them more open
and friendly there than in any other land. 1t is
plainly intimated in the Bible that afiliction is
one of the means which God will employ in the
conversion of the Jews.—(Ezek. xx, 87, Hos.
ii. 14.) In other countrics, where they are
deeply engaged in worldly business, rich und
comfortable, we found that they care little to
attend to the missionary., But, in Judea, the
plegue, poverty, the oppression of the rabbies,
and the insults of the heathen, have so humbled
them, that they cling to any one who will show
them kindness, and listen without bitterness to
the words of graceand love from the lips of
the Gospel messenger.

They are strictly Rebbinical Jews—untainted
by the infidelity of France or the necology of
Germany. They lold the Old Testament to
be indeed the Word of God—they have a real
expectation of the coming of Messiah; and this
expectation is certainly greater than it was be-
fore. The missionary has thus firm ground to
stand upon, and, with the Hebrew Bible in his
hand, may expound to them, with intelligence
and power, all that is writtenin the Law of

* Sec Missionary Record, May, p. 159.

Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the Psalns,
concerning Jests.

Morcover, Judea must be regarded as 4he
centre of the Jewish world. I'rue, the once
tavoured nation are wanderers in every country
under heaven; yet the heart of every real Is-
raclite beats high at the very name of Jerusa-
lem, and morning and evening he turns his face
toward it during prayer. It is the heart of the
nation, and cvery influence felt there is trans-
mitted to all the scattered members, At lbrai-
la, a small town upon the Danube, a poor Jew
told us of conversions at Jerusulem. In this
way, whatever is done for the Jews in Pales-
tine, will make a hundredfold more impression
than if’ it were done in any other land,

Another important coasideration is, that the
Jews there lovk upon the Eaglish as friends.—
Tie very name of an Enghshman curries with
it the idea of kindness, protection, and sympathy
to the car of the too otten insulted Jew. ‘Ihrec
months before our arrival in Jerusalem, an Eng-
lish consul had bzen stationed there—a gentle-
man in every way qualified to be the true friend
of Israel and of” the Jewish missionarv. The
boundaries of his jurisdiction are the same as
those of Isracl of old; and his instructions from
the British Goverament, that he should, to the
utmost of his power, extend his protection to
the Jews. Isnot the hand of an overruling
Providence visible here? And is it not our
duty to improve the interest we have in the af-
fections of the Jews by being the friends of their
never-dying souls ?

In addition to all this, there is no country
under heaven to which christians turn with
such a lively interest as lmmanuel’s lund ; and
those who love Israel bear it especinlly upon
their hearts because its name is inwoven with
the coming conversion of Isrzel, Itis “upon
the house of David, and upon the inhab.tants of
Jerusalem,”” that God has said he will pour his
Sp rit.—(Zcch. xii.)  “On the high mouantaing
of Istael shall their fold be” (Ezck. xxxiv.);
“and he will fead them in Bashanandin Gilead,
as in the days of old."—{Micah. vii.) Tor all
these reasons, we feel no hesitation in stating
that, to us, the Holy land presents the most
attractive and the most important field for mis-
sionary operations among the Jews.

In the south of the Holy land, the London
Society for the Conversion of the Jews have
established, for some years, astrong and effec-
tive mission. Jerusalem is their head-quarters,
so that the southern parts inay be fairly regarded
as pre-occupied. IBut the north of the land,
the region of ancient Galilee, containing near-
ly half of the Jewish population, still presents
an open and uncultivated field,



230

In that beautiful country, the town of Saphet,
perehied on the sumitnit of one of the mountains
that tower over the Sca of Gulilee, at once
commends itsclf ag the most favourable point
for the centre of a Jewish Mission, It isa
place of peculiar interest to the traveller, as it
is Lelicved to be the very town to which Jesus
pointed during his sermon on the mount, when
he said, € A city that isset on an hill cannot be
hid.”—(Mait. v.) But itis no less interesting
to the Jewish missionary, for Saphet is one of
the four citics regarded as holy by the Jews.—
As you stand upon its lofty brow, the eye of
the Christian tures towards the Land of Gen-
nezareth, and the placid waters where the feet
of the Saviour walked; but the eyc of the Jew-
ish devotee turns toward the white sepulchre
of' Murona, on the opposite sige of the valley
where rest the bones of several Jewish saints.
They have a tradition that when the temple
was destroyed, Jeremiah hid the ark in some
cave of the hill of Saphet, and ulso that Mes-
sinh will be first revealed there.

Before the carthquake, on 1st January 1837,
there were 7,000 Jews residing in Saphet.  Itis
again gradually rising out of its ruing, and there
arc at present about 2,000 Jewish inhabitants.
Insix hours you can reach Tibering, on the
edge of the lake—auncther of the holy cities—
containing 1500 Jews. ‘Thereare also two vil-
lages on Mount Naphtali, where Jews reside.
Tt is within a few days’ journey of Tyre, Sidon,
Acre, Khaifa, Bayroot, and Damascus—in cach
of which there are synagogues and Jews—so
}‘hat it forms the centre of a most interesting

ield.

The climate of Saphet is peculiarly delight-
ful, owing toits lofty situation. In one of
the hotiest days of July, we found the thermo-
meter, in the shade, standing at 58 2 before
dawn, at 64 ° by ecight o'clock in the morning,
and at 76 ° by noon.

We could not help feelivg, that if the church
of Scotland were privileged to establish a mis-
sion in Saphet, what an honor it would be to
tread, as it were, in the very footsteps of the
Saviour—to make the very same hills where he
said, ¢ Blessed are the peace-makers,” resound
with the gospel of peace. And if God should
bless our efforts, would not the words of the
prophet receive a second fulfilment,—¢The
Jand of Zabulon, and the land of Naphtalim, by
the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of
the Gentiles ; the people which sat in dark-
ness saw great light ; and to them which sat
in the region and shadow of death light is
sprung up.”  Saphet would then be in reality
‘g city set on an hill, that cannot be hid.”

8. Jassy and Bucarest.—Wallachin and
Moldavia are deeply intercsting provinces to
the Jewish missionary.  The number of Jews
is very great. In Bucarest therc arc about
3000, and in Jassy 20,000. Inthe single city
of Jassy, there are more than in the whole of
Palestine.  On entering it, we almost thought

General Assemhly’s Mission to Pulestine.

onrselves in a city of Isracl, In eix other
towns of the provinces which we visited, we
found great numbers. It is believed that the
government would not beunfavorable toa Jew-
ish mission. Any direct attempt at the con-
version of the Greek population, would prove
futal to the mission. But if the missionary
sought only the outcast Jews, there is veason
to think he would be umolested. There is a
British consul in cach of the capitals, "The
Bible is freely circulated in Wallachin. The
Prince of Moldavia was favorable to its circu-
lation in his dominion also; but the Greek
priests would not permit it. The only thing
to be feured is, that the light spreading to the
nutive population, would excite the jealousy of
the priesthood, who might bring in the arm of
Russia to put down the mission. But it is our
part to move forward in the path of duty, lea-
ving future events in the hands of God.

The Jews ore in a most intetesting state of
mind, particularly in Jassy. The fur greater
number are Polish Jews., They are steeped in
the greatest ignorance. We are told, that
among the thousands of Jassy, there were only
o few individuals who could understand Hebrew
grammatically. In the schools, we found that
even the teachers could nct translate the pray-
ers in the Icbrew prayer-book. In this state
of things, a secret society has arisen of educa-
ted Jews, who hate the Talmud. They live
like Jews, but use every effort to undermine
Judaism ; they deplore the ignorance and sup-
erstition of their brethren; and though their
own principles are far from being settled, they
are carnestly panting after 2 change. During
our stay in Jassy, we were visited by many
of them whose confidence in the Talmud had
been completely shaken—and who were cager-
ly dsking tor the New Testament and Christian
Tracts.

This wonderful field has entirely been unoc -
cupicd. No missionary has ever been sent
there with the words of eternal life, We found
the Jews would not believe that we were chris-
tians,—for, said they, ¢ No christians in this
country love the Jews.” Add to this, that
these provinces border upon Austrian Poland,
that land of bigotry and the shadow of death
—where no traveller dares to carry even an
English Bible, and where no missionary would
be allowed to remain. If the Moldavian Jews
received the light of the gospel, they would
easily spread it by means of their constant in-
tercourse, even where the foot of the gospel
messenger could not go.

One fact more may be stated,—that every
Jew who arrives in these Provinces must bring
a certificate, that he is able to carn a livelihood
by some trade. If found unuble, the authorities
send him out of the province. The cheapness
of the necessaries of life is very remarkable—
and the resources of commerce great and unoc-
cupied ; so that an inquiring Jew, or a convert,
could easly maintain himself even when cast oft
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by his brethren.  In this way, one of thegreat-
cst difficulties of the Jewish missionary would
be removed.

T'he only reason why Jassy seems preferable
to Bucarest is, that the Jewish population is
nearly seven times greater, and that the Jews
are fully more awakened in the northern parts.
But perhaps it might be found advisable that
the Mission extend its care to both capitals.

8. Hungary.—The number of Jews in Pest
including Ofen and Altofen, is at least 11,500,
stated by some as high as 80,000; in Presburgh
and Papa, 6000; in Vag-Ujhely, 21400. There
are, besides, eleven towns containing from 1000
to 2000 Jews in eachj twenty-three towns,
from 500 to 1000; thirty, from 200 to 500.~—
The rest of the Jewish population are spread in
the different small towns and villages all over
lungary. '"The lowest estimate of the total
Jewish populition in Hungary, is 250,000; but
there are said to be at least 300,000,

About one-third part of the Jewish popula-
tion of Pest consists of reformed Jews, who
have wholly discarded the Talinud, and the ce-
remonies and service of the synagogue; and
hold to the Old Testament Scriptures alone, as
of divine authority. Their Rubbi preaches re-
gularly from the Old Testament, adopts a far
simpler form of” worship than that of the syna-~
gogue, and isattended by a lurge congregation.
He entered readily into discussion on the Mes-
siaship of Jesus. The immoral lives and ido-
latrous practices of professing Christians form
his great stumbling-block.  Perfectly fice dis-
cussions may be held with Jews in Fest, There
is not a Jewish missionary in all Hungary; but
it is believed that no place could be better
adapted for a Jewish Mission. Before settling
in Pest or Buda, or generally in any town in
Hungary, it is merely requisite to show that
the intending resident has the means of sup-
porting himself. A credit, therefore, to the
amount of a year’s salary, is indispensable as a
pre-requisite to a settlement.

4. Posen.~During our late mission, we vi-
sited many countries of more romantic beauty,
and linked in with higher and holier associa-
tions than the dreary plains of Prussian Po-
land; but we do not think we visited one spot,
which called forth from us a deeper interest in
the lost sheep of the house of Israel. There
are upwards of 73,000 Jews scattered over the
Grand Dutchy of Posen, formerly part of un-
happy Poland—now more happily situated un-
der the sway of the Protestant King of Prus-
sia. In the town of Posen itself there are about
8000 Jews; and in all the towns and villages
of the country, there is always a considerable

ortion of Jews. We never stopped at a vil-
lage, even to change horses without inquiring
after Israel, and always heard that there were
some finding a shelter there.

The King of Prussia is most favourable to
the cause of the conversion of Israel. Heand
the Royal Fanily are annual subscribers to the
funds of the missionary schools there; and there

is no doubt, that if' permission were grantcd to
ministers ot the Church of” Scotland " to labour
among the Jews, they would be autharised to
prencﬁ in the parish clhurches on the Jewish
Sabbath.

The State of the Jewish mind is peculiarly
interesting here.  T'welve yeurs ago we were
assured that the Jews turned away from the
Gospel with hatred and contempt.” But now
they scemed convinced that the Talmud is
fulse, and that Christianity is probably true.—
They have no spiritual conviction of sin, and of'
their need of a Saviour; but they are willing
that their children should be brought up in
Christiun schools, and are themselves willing
to hear the preaching of the Gospel. Let them
alone tur twelve years longer, and they will
rush forward into the deep pit of German infi-
delity.

The London Scciety have put forth most
successful eflorts in this province. Theie are
seven missionary schovls under their care, main-
tained in different towns, where Jewish child-
ren receive a connon Christian education. It
is, indeed, a remarkuble providence that the
Jews should be willing to send their children,
‘The number of schools could casily be doubled,
if’ funds were provided.*®

A still more remarkable door is open to us in
the way of preaching the Gospel.  There are
three excellent missivnaries of the London So-
ciety; and the one of' them, who is a licentiate
of the Prussian Church, has the privilege of
preaching to hundreds of the Jewsand Jewesses
in the parish churches. If the Prussian minis-
ters were faithful men, and their flocks really
christian, the end might be attained without mis-
sionaries. The plan proposed by Cappadose of
throwing open the churches to the Jews on cer-
tainintimated days, might then be adopted. But
as long as the pure truth of the Reformation is
despised and unknown, the light must come
from another quarter; and who can tell but, in
bringing light to Isracl, we may bring light
and life to the dead Churches of Prussia also.
We feel deeply persuaded that 2 man of faith
and of apostolic spirit would find a noble field
for exertion among the Jews of Prussian Po.
land; and in his hours of depressionand anxiety,
he would find a sweet solace in the bosom of the
few believing families who love the Lord, and
love his servants. We found ourselves more
than cnce in the genial ataosphere of jthose
affectionate believing families of which Krum-
macher speaks; and we found them homes
indeed. Another important fact is, that the
qualifications for the Jewish missionary here are
far from being of a formidable character. o
be an accomplished missionary in Palestine, a
knowledge of Hebrew, Arabic, German, and
also Spenish and Italian, are almost indispen-
sable ; but in Prussia, arespectable knowledee
of pointed Hebrew, and the ability to speak and

* It may be mentioned, that the Committee have

agiced to support u missionary school here; und that
a Christiun lady has undertaken to suppore another.
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preach in German,are ail the absolute requisites.
A knowledge ol rabbinical lore is not so need-
ful as in other places; what is chiclly wanted
is, a lively, nficetionate preacher of the searci-
ing Law of God, and the blessed Gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ, Such a man, casting aside
the controversial style nltogether, and speaking
phinly and directly to the consciences of the
Jews, might, we are persnaded, be the instru-
ment, in the hand of the Spirit, of awakening
and converting the great mass of the Jewsin
that interesting province.

5. Smyrua.~This station, from the mercan-
tile character of the people, is of easy access,
amd has regular intercourse with Enrope.  An
Tnglish Consul and many English families have
their residence in the town, or in the neighbour-
ing villages, The white stones of the Jewish
burying ground, on the face of the hill, as you
sail up the gulph and approach the town, indi-
cate that this has been a residence of Israel in
many apast generation.  From theearliest age
to the present day there has been arace of Jews
in the city, ‘The importance of the place, 2sa
missionary station, consists in existing circum-
stances—quite independent of the interest which
cvery Christian naturally attaches to the site of
onc of the seven Churches, and to the grave of
Polycarp. A missionary would here have free-
dom to labour among a population of at least
9,000 Jews; and this, an increasing population,
The state of their minds, too, is interesting; for

u considerable number are already aware of the-

peculiar doctrines of Christianity, and have
shown a desire to enquire into them. There is
but one labourer on the spot—and he is nota
regularly ordained minister, but only a mission-
ary—to converse with, and show kindiess to,his
brethern of the house of Israel. There isa
constant influx of Jews from all parts of Asia
Minor, and the coasts; chiefly in the course of
business : sometimes in the course of a Pilgrim-
age to the Holy Land. In this manner there
might be access to the 1,000 Jews of Rhodes,
and cven something done for the vast population
of Salonika, the ancient Thessalonica. The
qualifications, also, of a missionary to this sta-
tion would not require to be very great; and
the expense of living is much smaller than at
Constantinople. A house rent here is £40 at
an average; whereas in the latter place, £100
annually is very commonly demanded for the
most moderate sized dwelling.

The only formidable obstacles are, the diffi-
culty of supporting converts ; and the power
which the Jewish body have from the Govern-
ment to excite persecution against any of their
brethren who receive the truth, .

6. Constantinople.—The vast importance of
this station is, its immensc population of Jews.
They are so spread throughout this amazing
city and so little visited hitherto, that their
exact number has not been ascertained; but the
general belief is, that they amount to about
$0,000 souls ; all sitting in “the region and
shadow of death,” and never visited by the

areat Light that lins avisen on us.  This field
may be said to be quite unoccupied; for though
there are two labourers on the spot, one from
England and another from America, yet their
cfforts have scarcely been aggressive, This
mass has not been penctrated by a single mis-
sionary ; no Jonah has gone through this city
of denst multitudes, to tell them of the ¢ Son
born to us.” The general state of mind can
ecarcely be asertuined ; but the spontancous
visits which nota few have paid to the mission-
aries, (many of them it is true, moved only by
worldy motives) prove that an opening among
them weuld be a very probableevent ; und thus
too, access would be obtained to a lurge and
scattered population on the Dardanclles,and the
adjoining region, such as Brusa,where are said
to be 6000 Jews and Ismid, ( Nicomedia), where
1000 reside. The mass of this population is
Spanish Jews : but it is interesting to know,
that, as it were on the skirts of this field, there
are about 1000 German Jews, and some hund-
reds from aly, who readily scem to welcome
the visits of & missionary, because quite sep-
arated from the influence and society of their
Spanish brethren,

We were repeatedly assured, that schools
might be established among these with every
probability of success. Not least mteresting
are the Curaite Jews. There are of these
about 100 heads of houses. They are disliked
and often persecuted, by their Talmudical bre-
thren ; and on this, as well as other grounds,
have rather a kindly fecling to christians, In-
tercourse with them would, in all likelihood,
become free.  They are far less artifical in
their character than other Jews. Therr wor-
ship is simple. They sit on the ground during
most of the service, having cast off their shoes

on entering the synagogue ; only standing up .

at particular parts of the service. Before they
dismiss, their rabbi gives them an cxposition;
or discourse upon a passage of scripture-—~point-
ing out its bearing on their dutics in life.—
Though not ‘earned in general, yet they have
less superstition than their other brethren ; and
as they reject the traditions of the fathers, and
appeal to the simple word of God, there scems;
in their case, every thing that might invite the
approach of the messenger of peace:

The obstacles here would Le, the interference
of the government, if the bigoted Jews chose
to complain of converts ; which they did some
years ago with too great success, The diffi-
culty of supporting converts would also be felt
here. But with these exceptions, there is
every thing to invite. Of course, there might
arisc bitter opposition on the part of friends, if
any converts were made; but thisis an event
which takes place wherever there are souls
converted, and is not peculiar to this place.—
¢ Henceforth there shall five in one house be
divided, three against two, and two against
three ; the father shall be divided against the
son, and the son against the father.”
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LIFE OF DR. ALEXANDER STEWART.

Dr. Alcxander Stewart was born at the
Manse of Blair Athol, on the 20th of January
1764, His mother was a ludy of great piety
and gentle manners, but she died while her son
was only three years old, Mis father wasa
preacher of great cloquence in the Gelic lan-
guage, and appears to have been evangelical in
his sentiments, Ie paid so much attention to
the cducation of his son, that we find it record-
ed of him, that he had never been at a public
school until he was sent to the College of St.
Andrews—his father having performed the of-
fice of tutor, Tle was not allowed, however,
long to sce the fruits of his labours, us he died
in the ycar 3780. It must have been no small
trial to young Stewart to be thus deprived of
both parents while in carly youth, and more
especially while he had not the means of pro-
viding for himself. The Manse wherein he
was born is situated in onc of the most ro-
mantic places of Scotland, it is in the vicinity
of the pass of Xillicrankic, wherc arc com-
bined all that is sublime and beautiful in the
features of external creation. ¢ The lines had
fallen to him in pleasant places,” but by the
deccasc of the father, the fumily must go forth
to make room for another occupant, illustrating
the truth of the monkish lines—

Omnia terrena per vices sunt alicna,

Nune mea, wnc hujus, post mortem nescio cujus.

At “he philosophy college in St, Andrews,
Mr. Stewart took a high place. He excelled
especially in mathematics, and though he did
not neglect classical studies, he appears to
have had a greater partislity for science.
‘When eighteen years of age, he entered on the
study of divinity at St. Mary’s College, and
about the same time he became private tutor in
a respectable family in the vicinity of St. An-
drews—and here, while directing the studies of
his pupils, he had cvcry opportunity for pursu-
ing hisown. This situation appears to have
been one peculiarly agreeable, and he continued
in it for the period of four years, and for many
years after a friendly intercourse was maintain-
ed between him and the members of the family.
It does ‘not appear, however, that as yet he
was alive to the importance of true rchgion.
Amiable he was, and faithful in the discharge
of the ordinary dutics of hfe, and honored
morcover for his talents and acyuirements, but

Tie

something more than these 18 needed, in order
1o a man being o Christain.  There must be
that godly sorrow for sin, which leadeth to
truc humility of character, and that ‘hopeina
crucified Saviour which is the source of all
perseverance in well doing—and to these
graces Mr. Stewart, both at this tune and long
afler, appears to have been wholly a stranger.
Mr. 8., however, was punctual in the dis-
charge of a certain routine of religious duties.
is character, in the esteem of the world, was
without a stain. 1le had morcover, by studi-
ous application at college, acquired an unusual
amount of literary, scientific, and theological
knewledge; and accordingly when he came to
be proposed as a licentiate to preach the Gos-
pel, he had very flattering testimonials in his
behalf from the various professors under whom
he had studied. It was about this time, 1785,
that the parish of Moulin became vacant, and
the Duke of Athol having reccived strong tes-
timonials from Professor Hill, of St. Androw’s,
and others, in favor of Mr. Stewart, presented
him to that parish. The following letter from
Mr. S., written after his first visit to Moulin to
preach before the people previous to the mode-
ration of a call, will show his state of mind at
this time.

] have had a most agreeable excursion to the
Highlands. The object of my journey, the friend-
ly reception I met with wherever 1 came, good
spirits, choice weather, and agrecable company;
all conspired to heighten the enjoyment. 1
thought I had never seen Athole to such advan-
tage before. Every wood, every hill and stream,
looked jocund. 1 felt my heart warnied when 1
approached the village of Moulin, with an af-
fection somewhat similar, I suppose, to what
one feels for his new-born offspring. I preach-
ed on the 28th ult. inEnglish and Gaelic. The
church was very full. Tam told I gave satis-
faction. My call, as far as can be judged, was
unanimous. “The people shewed great earnest-
ness in my favour, This, you can believe, was
highly pieasing to me; and I indulged the plea-
sure without scruple, because I thought myself
in no hazard of gratifying my vanity by that in-
dulgence; for I have been Iittie in that country
since I was a child, and thercfore am little
known or liked on my ownaccount. The peo-
ple’s attuchment to me proceeds from a cause
vastly core grateful than the highest compli-
ments they could pay to my own merits, that
is, the respect they retain formy futher’s memo-
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¥y. I was happy in thinking that I could attri-
‘bute their attuchment wholly to that cause.

“«The living of Moulin is, upon the whole,
‘good; the society good; the manse not so good
us [ could wish, but I have secen many worsc.
I was not, when I saw it, nor am I yet, ina
humour %o find favlt. The situation, the pros-
pect, i# in summer the most delectuble, A
picce of the most delightful birch wood, in the
neighbourhood, afforded me one of the most
delightful strolls I everenjoyed. It scemsmade
10 invite the early contemplator to pursue

st T'he wildly devious morning walk.”

“The country in general abounds in birch, a
harmless kind of weod that excites ncither the
dread nor the detestation of the beholder, as
in a neighbouring country; but on the contrary,
possesses every beauty, except perhaps the
beauty of ultility; but even that is not wanting,
for it is much uscd on the roofs of cottages.

«Qne day I rode out of my way on purpose
1o sce the pass of Killicranky, a deep, naxrow
gully, about 2 mile long.®* The Garry runs
below, black and deep, but not rapid, unless
when swollen with rain.  The banks are very
steep, heathy, and covered with wood, and risc
to a very considerable height.  The public road
is cut out of the face of the bank, but broad and
well finished. HereI had often scen the tor-
rent boil along the rocks, and heard

uThe angry spirit of the waters shrick.™

« At this time it was calm and silent, but its
very silence was grim. I recollected the many
tales 1 had heard of goblins and demons being
seen or heard to yell inthis den. 1 tegan to
think the vulgar faith in such apparitivns not
so unnatural as I used to account it.  Such is
the influence of local scenery over the mnagi-
nation, and the power of the imagination over
the understanding.

41 spent a night at the Manse of Blair, in
which I first drew breath.  The glebe is pretty
large, and lias some oak and birch on it. I
walked out alone in the morning, to make my
orisons in the wood where L had often strayed. I
found in every tice, and in every spring, an old
acquaintance:

 Dear lovely bowers of innocence and case,

Saats of my youll, where cvesy spot could please™
sid I, as I traversed the ground. 1 stood on
a hillock and looked around me.—The view
was worth 2 thousand homilics! The days of
cther years rushed on my mind; © the memary
of joys that are past, pleasaut and mournful to
the soul.” The sensauons and emotions which
this visit awakened in my breast, were such as
no beautics of nature or art could have raiscd.
They were such as Dr. Bealtic ascribes to the
pawer of national music, in his cssay on that
subject.  The passage issosingularly beautiful,
that I cannot forbear transcnbing the whole.

* It was here the famons Battle was finht beiworn D
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s ¢ That man must have a hard heart, or a dulf
imagination, in whom, though endowed with
musical sensibility, no sweet emotions would
arise on hearing, in his riper years, or in a for-
c¢ign land, those strains which were the delight
of his childhood. What though they be infe-
riot totheItalian? 'What though they be even
irregular and rude ? It is not their merit which,
in the case supposed, would interest a native,
but the charming ideas they would recal to his
mind; ideas of innocence, simplicity, and leisure,
of romantic enterprise, and enthusiastic attach-
ment; and of scenes which, on recollection, we
are inclined to think that a brighter sun illumi-
nated, a fresher verdure crowned, and purer
skies, and happier climes, conspired to beautify,
than are to be seen in the dreary paths of care
and disappointment.’

&1 hope I have profited both in mind and
body by this jaunt. During twelve days ab-
sence, Irode, or walked, or both, every day,
except two, from seven to twenty-four miles.
The change of scene, and company, kept my
mind in a state of cheerfulness, and the excrcise
kept the animal spirits in play. 1 froequently
read on'the road, walking with my bridie in my
hand.”

These reflections, though romantic enough,
show nothing in them of spiritual life; and
however much in earnest the writer might bey
it requires priuciples of a far deeper and more
abiding character than such sentimental feel-
ings, to fit  man {o undertake the very respon-
sible work of guiding souls to cternity. Of
these principles, however, Mr. S. at this time
was greatly ignorant; and the only wonder is,
that his call to the parish of Moulin ghould
have been so barmonious. But at this time
the moderate party had the” ascendzncy in the
church, and in their hands the mederation of
call was 2 mere picce of ccclesiastical pagean-
try which it was respectable to have, but which,
if cxpediency required, might be casily dis-
pensed with.  And, therefore, it nced not be
wondered at, that in certain retired parishes
the people were led, without much considera-
iom, to join their ccelesiastical superiors in
performing @ ceremony that, on the face of it,
sermied to concede the right of a Christian pri-
vilege, but which m reality it stoutly denied.
Add to this, bir. Stewars father had long
ministered the gospel in the adjoining parish of
Blair Athol, and itis casy to understand that
their veneration for the fxther would lead them
to view with much charity his amiable and
accomplished son. It is in this way that we
woulil account for the fac® of a parish in Scot-
land beimr unanmmous m thar call of a mo-
derate preacher; which Mr 8. at ths time
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unquestionably was. Tt appears too, from the
account £'r, Stewart afterwards published of
the state of his parishioners in Moulin, that
they were darlk in their apprchensions of Serip-
tural doctrine. By means of reading the Gehe
New Testament, Psalins, and Assembly’s Ca-
techism in the schools; they ¢had some know-
ledge of the principal events in the history of
the creation and fall of man, and of our Sa-
viour’s life, death, resurrection, and ascension.
They knew also some of the great outlines of
Christian doctrine; but in general, their know-
ledge of the principles of Christianity was
superficial and confused, and their religious
opinions were in many points crroneous.” And
ogain, speaking on the same subject, he says,
& They attended church, and partook of the
sacrament, and rested from their work on the
Sabbath. But their outward observances were
almost the only appearances of religion, There
was little reading of the Scriptures at home;
little religious instructing of children ; hardly
any family worship; no religious conversation
~—e¢ven on the Lord's Day, most of the time
was spent in loitering, visiting, and worldly
talk; and on other days religion was scarcely
thought of.” Alas! it is to be feared that the
description here given is not peculiar to the
parishioners of Moulin, but it is in truth a just
deseription of the spiritual state of the gene-
rality of congregations, and therefore how
necdful that we seck to be sharers in the
s spirit of reviving from the presence of the
Lord” which was afterwards poured out on
the people of this parish. DMr. Stewart
having spoken thus plinly of the people whom
he was set over in holy things, speaks with the
like plainness of himself.

«¥ was settled,” says, he, < minister of this
parish in 1786, at the age of tweniy-two.  Al-
though I was not a ¢despiser’ of what was sa-
cred, yet I felt nothing of the power of religion
onmy soul. Ihadno relish for its exercises,
nor any enjoyment in the daties of my ofiice,
public or private. A regard to charncter, and
the desire of heing accentable to my people, 1€
not the only motives, were certrinly the princi-
pal motives that prompted me toany incasure
of diligence or exertion. 1 was quite well plens-
od when a diet of catechising was ill attended,
because my work was the sooner over; and |
was always satisfied with the reflection, that i
people were not able, or did not clloose 1o at-
tend on these cccasions, Jhat was no fault of
mine. X well remembery that 1 often hurried
over that cxercise with 2 good deal of jmpati-
ence, that I might get home to join 2 dancing
party, or read asentimental novel. My public
addresses and prayers werg, for the most. part,

cold and formal. They were little regarded
by the hearers at the tune, and as little recol-
lected afterwards. I preached against particu-~
lar vices, and incnlcated particular virtwes.  But
Ihad no notion of the nccessity of a radical
change of principle; for 1had not learned to
know the impert of those assertions of Scrip-.
ture, that, “the carnal mind is enmity against
God;™ that if any man be in Christ, he is a
new creature; and that, “except a man be born
of water and of the Spirit he cannot enter into
the kingdom of God.” I spoke of making the
fruit good: but I was not aware that the tree
was corrupt, and must first be itself made good,
before it could bear good fruit. The people,
however, were satisfied with what they heard,
and neither they nor I looked farther. Almost
the only remark made by any on the discourse,
after leaving church, was, “Whata good ser-
mon we got to day ! to which another would
caldly assent, adding, ¢ Many good advices do
we get, if we did but follow them” Sucha
heartless compliment was all the improvement
made of the discourse, and I believe all the fruit
of my preaching. The hearers readily gave
me credit for a desire to do my duty; and they
as readily took creditio themselves fora willig-
ness to be taught their duty. But whether any
improvement was actually going forward, whe-
there was any increase of the fruits of righte-
ousness, was a point. which gave neither minin-
ier nor people much concern.

«If there were any persons in the parish at
the time, who lived a life of faith, under the in-
fluence of pure evangelical principles, 1 did not
know them, nor was I qualificd to discern and
understand what spirit they were of. I have
since bad rcasento believe that there were a
very few spiritually-minded persons; but their
life was bid, and they had left this world, all
but onc or two, before they could acknowledgo
me as a brother. T was in a great measure
ignorant of the peculiar doctrines of Christiani-
¥, the. corruption of the human will, the ful-
ness and ireeness of the redemption which is in
Christ, justification by faith, and the necessity
of the Holy Spirit’s agency on the human soul;
and what I kncw not myscif I could not declare
toothers. Inever thonghtof praying for divine
direction inmy search after divine truth. I
believe I had read the Confession of Faith of
our church before I declared my helief of its
contents: but T had taken little pains 1o com-
pare it with the Scriptures. I certainly did not
distinctly understand, nor was I atall persuaded
of the truth of many propositions contained in
it. Yet I do not remember that 1 had any
scruples about subscribing it as the confession
of my faith, or about declaring my assent to 1t
solemnly, in the presence of that congrema-
tion whercof I was about 10 take the pastoral
charge”

It may be supposed from the above confes-
sion, that Mr. Stewarls pulpit ministmtions
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would be defective in respect of cvangelical
doctrine, Ile made this acknowledgment, in-
deed, in the most ample manner, by afterwards
committing all his scrmons, the result doubt-
less of much painful study, to the flames. 1le
preserved, we are told, onec small manuscript
volume, on which he inscribed the following
lines, bearing his deliberate judgment as to the
unsatisfactory character of its contents 2
Juveniles incptice,
temporibus ignorantia: cacitatisque edite,
odore rvangelii nullo imbute,
multis scatentes erroribus,
miserandie, abjiciendu ;
tantum clementia Dei misericordis,
Filii sui unigeniti gratia,
ignoscenda.
1817.*
* Youthful Trifles,
produced in the scason of ignorance and darkness,
possessing nothing of the savour of the gospel,
abounding in errors,
fit only to be pitied, fit only to be destroyed
tobe pardoned solely bythe clemency of a merciful God,
through the grace of his only begoiten Son.
Mr. Stewart was about five years in Moulin
before he was awakened to a sense of his igno-
runce of divine truth. During this time how-
ever, he was a hard student; he studied the
Hebrew and the Gaelic with greataccuracy, and
became so great a proficient in the latter lan-
guage that he afterwards published a Galic
Grammar, which it is believed continucs in
use to the present day. e pursued zlso his
metaphysical studies, for which e seems to
havecherished always a predilection,and wrotea
reply to Dr. Gregory’s essays attempting to
demonstrate the moral liberty of man on ma-
thematical principles—which was considered a
favourable specimen of his metaphysical acumen.
The time, however, was now approaching,
when Mr. S. was to be brought to sce spiritual
things morc clearly. The means which the
Lord used in accomplishing this work were the
conversation and letters of Elr. Biack, wminister
of St.Madocs. It was onouc occasion that
Mr. Black had walked along with his friend to
an arbour in the garden, and here sititing down,
e was led to describe to him the trinmphant
dying scene of asister. The principles which
Mr. Stewart held at this time could give no
triumph in death, and therefore, the fact made
an impression on his mind which was never
afterwards cffaced.  Many yearsafterwards we
find him noticing this ncident. Speaking of
Mr. Black, he says, € the dear name is always
associated with my first love. My thoughts
tooka long flight backwards, and the parlour
and the garden of St. Madoes; appeared to me
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like an upper chamber in Jerusalem, and like
the garden of Gcthsemane”  Ilappy truly
when friends thus meet for mutual improve-
ment! ITappy when precious time is thus spent;
—like the moss-rose it retains a fragrance long
after its verdure is gone!  'We have not space
to give extracts from the correspondence that
followed on this interview; it will be enough
to say that Mr. Stewart at length embraced
those doctrines rightly named evangelical, be-
ing the true 2nd only source of holy obedience.
Mr. Stewart appears for some time to have
been under much darkness as to his acceptance
with God. He believed all the doctrines of
grece, but he had no abiding joy or steadfast-
ness in running the race set before him. He
scems at length to have received much comfort
by a visit from the Rev. Mr. Simeon, of Cam-
bridge, who preached in his pulpit, and by his
cdifying discourse in private, cheered and re-
froshed the soul of hisfriend. This wasin June,,
1796, and, from this time, Mr. S. tellsus he
“began to preach Jesus Christ with some
degree of ILnowledge and confidence” A
complete change had taken place in the ser-
mons which Mr. Stewart preached to his
people. He declared man's ruined and lost
condition by Adam, and he published Christ ag’
the end of the law for rightcousness to his be-
lieving people. A corresponding change accom-
panicd among bis hearers. They began to
caquire into the truth of those things which
their minister brought to their cars, until at
Jast by the blessing of God, a general awaken-
ing took place : and Mr. Stewart, on taking a
review of this blessed work, tells us that the
number of those who, to the best of his judg-
ment, were “ truly enlightened with the saving
knowledge of Christ’? were about seventy.—
One of his friends who visited Moulin at this
interesting time expresses his satisfaction at
what he saw, “6th September, 1501, 1
preached there (at Moulin) the following
Lord’s day, and truly it did my heart good to
sce the many fricads of the Lord walking in
truth an in love to onc another.”  The follow-
ing incident will show the case with which Mr,
S. warded off from his flock, w -atever migle,
injure their relish of spiritual things. Many
people scery to think that nothing can be wrong
unless it is formally censured and condemned
in thedecaloguc, never supposing that whatever
is opposcd to the spintuality of mind which a
christina is required to cultivate, issinful. The
following passage will serve to show Alr.
Stewarts views of a very common practice
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which professing Christiansindulge in, wemean
that of «Balls:"—

¢ Another occurrence, last week, called for
my interference.  Some of the young volun-
teers had planned 2 ball, and engaged some of
the lightest girls in the neighbourhood to at-
tend. I learned that they were contriving
among themselves to spend the day abroad, and
to attend the ball without their parents’ know-
ledge. 1 have thought 1t my duty uniformly
to discourage those foolish revels which in-
crease youthful levity, and apply artificial hieat
to ripen the fruits of folly. I repaired first to
the woman of the public house (her husband
died the other winter) where the ball was to be
kept. She assured me it was not agreeable to
her, nor done with her consent. I then took
my clder Mr. \WV with me, and called on
every young woman in the village. Aftera
few words of introduction, 1 asked each, in pre-
sence of her father and mother, if siie intended
to go to the ball; taking at the same time my
pen and ink, and writing the person’s name and
answer I received. Ivery one answered me
without hesitation, that she was not to go. I
then made her give me her promise in the pre-
scnce of her parents and the elder, that she
would not go. This they all readily did, and )
wrote it down. This was on the morning of
the day appointed for the dance. Thelads were
abroad at drill. Tcalled on two or three of
them in the afternoon, and remonstrated with
them. The result was, that there was no ball,
It would have been extremely rash to set about
any measure of this kind, withoutasking special
direction from God. 1 trust I was directed.
People learn soon to disregard admonitions from
the pulpit, if they are not followed up in some
way that shews the monitor to be in carnest,
and concerned in the counsel he gives.”

In 1805 Mr. S. was transported to Dingwall
in Ross-shire.  Of his proceedings in this place
he thus wriles an account to his sister, seven
monthsafter his settlement:—

#Qur Sunday operations continue, and we
hopé with some effect.  The practice here had
been to have but two discourscs, one in cach
language, all the year round, without any inter-
val, beginning at a quarter past twelve.  About
amonth ago, I changed the hour of meeling to
cleven, which gave me time fur a Gaclic lecture
and sermon.  ‘Then I have an hour of interval,
and an English discourse beginning at two.—
About the same time, kaving got some length
of day-light, in the evening I began a diet of
catechising in church at half past four, which
continues to six. I find all this just as much
as my strength will bear.  But as my discour-
ses are not long, auid the church does not re-
quire great exertion of voice, Thope I shall be
able to continue.  The catechising dict is well
attended, and the church quite full, just ws used
to be at Moulin, with this difference, that we

have here several of the gentry, who under-
stand Gaclic, that attend regularly.  As soon
as this mecting is disnidsoed,y our Sabbath schools
beein, of whizh we have naw three, besides
D A 's open me~tings for notes and
reading, and another in R—— N——"s house.
These various diets fill up the day, and aflord
opportunity of improvement to inzny who can
reither read nor tuink to any purpuse at home.
When we recollict the oppesition that was
made 9 the introduction of a gosgpel ministry
in this place, aarl now see the freedom with
which various means of improvement are em-
ployed and countenanced,. we are encouraged
to hope that they will be productive of good.”
TWe have scen that in Moulin Mr. 8. was
opposed to young women attending balls, these
having a strong tendency to lead to levity of
mind, which stands at antipodes to that devout
and serious frame which religion requires, and
now at Dingwall we find him opposing for the
same reason theatrical entertainments.  “Ihad
occasion,” he writes, “two or three wecks ago
to protest against an evil which was meeting
with encouragement, and likely to grow if not
checked. Tor sowme scasons a part of a com-
pany of players spent two or three monthsin
Inverness, and made 2 visit to Dingwall before
leaving the country.  Our town’s-people were
passionately fond of the entertainment. At my
next mecting I took che opportunity of dis-
coursing pretty freely to my ladies® about the
cvil of such entertainments. Only three of
them had gone to sce them, and none of them
wentany more.” A few yearsafier this, Ding-
wall was again assailed by a company of play-
ers; they had got from the magistrates the
town hall, which they wercabout tofit up fora
temporary theatre, when the worthy minister,
dreading injury to the spiritual interests of his
people, waited upon cach of the Magistrates,
and the Tesult of his remonstrances was that
the order was rescinded.  Dut though Mr.
Stewart opposed theatrical entertainments, he
did not haie the plyers. Ilis heart was open
to the cliims of charity cven inan adversary,
and accordingly we find him on this occasion,
writing a letter enclosing a sum of moncy to
the chicf of the party, suggesting at the same
time such wholesome adviceas the case requi-
red.  As the matter is of a curious character,
we shall here copy Dr. Stewart's letter:—
«“Sie,—1T traly feel for the cmbarrassment to
which youmust have heen subjected by your
disappointment in this town. So far as the in-

* These were young persons whom Mr. S, met with
at the Manse, o prepare them for admission to the
Lord’s table.—Ep.
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closed guinen can go to relicve you, I give it
with pericct good will. I cannotforbearto ex-
press my strong regret, that o anan of cduca-
tion and talents, of character and respectable
connection, for all which I am willing to give
you credit, should stoop to the degrading con-
dition of picking up a precarious subsistence,
by the mean arts of mimickry and bufionery.
Isincerely wish you and your son had a more
creditable profession. 1 wish [ could first per-
suade you, and then assist you to follow some
other line, in which you wight have a more
comfortable amd respectable subsistence in this
life, and enjoy the prospect of a happy cternity
in the life to come; neither of which advantages
you can expect to possess i your present oc-
cupation. May God Almighty impress this ad-
monition on your heart, and lead you to think
seriously of your everlasting concerns before it
be too late.”

The player replied, spoke something ahout
“bigoted sophistry,” and the absence of “rc-
finement,” and “sensibility®? in the opposess
of the stage. The good effects, however, of
Dr. S’s excrtions on this occasion were, that
the town was saved from any invasion of other
bands for the following seven years, or at least
the magistrates were influenced to refuse their
applications,

Dr. Stewart had two congregations in Ding-
wall to whom he ministered, the one was Eng-
lish, and the other Gelic. The former however
gave him small satisfaction, as they did not
appear to be concerned in secking supremely
the one thing ncedful. They respected his
talents, and even praised his sermons, but they
appeared to be in other respects, remarkable for
much lukewarmness. The latter congregation
gave him much more comfort, and on sacramen-
tal occasions, there appears to have been sea-
sons of refreshing among them. We givea
sketch of one of these from a letter of Dr. S. to
& friend at a distance:—

“Three weeks ago, the Lord’s supper was

celebrated in this place. Thisis a scason of
more than ordinary solcmnity in these northern
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countics. We have divine service performed
on three geveral week daysin English and in
Gaclic, and twao discourses preached in cach
language on all of those days. Four or five
ministers ave invited to preach, besides the
parish minister ; and where the pastor is him-
self’a faithful cvangelical preacher, he employs
none but persons of the same description to of
ficiate along with him.  Serious christians, from
adistance of thirty or forty miles, assemble
with many others, to the number of some thou-
ands.  These are lodged and entertained by the
inhabitants of the pansh.  After attending the
public services of the day, the remainder of them
arc employed partly in secret devotion, partly
in private social worship, where some more
aged experienced christian presides. Alto-
gether it is 9 great solemn festival, of four or
five days continuance. Believers are greatly
refreshedand edified with the various talents
which are brought into cxercise, among so
inany preachers, and the various matter which
iscarried home to their souls, suited to the ca-
sos of cach ; and also by the pleasing and ani-
mating intercourse with christian acquaintan-
ces, old fellow-pilgrims, whom perhaps they
seldom or hiever mect with, except inthese
periodical solemn interviews. In such a large
and mixed multitude as then comes together,
there is always a great proportion of the igno-
rant and graceless. These, too, are particular-
1v noticed in the addresses from the pulpit, and
often with strong effect, and merciful success.
On the late sacramental occasion here, we were
favored with very fine weather. Thisis very
desirable, for all the Gaelic service is in the
ficld. We had some excellent ministers, who
were well helped in the discharge of their
duty.”

After labouring fifteen years in Dingwall,
Dr. S. was called to the first charge in the
Canongate Church in Edinburgh. Here a wide
field of uscfulness now opened up before him,
and the friends of religion were hopcful he
would long be spared to cultivate it, but his
time was now come. Ile had finished his work,
and on the 27th of May, 1821, this faithful la-
bourer was called away from the toils of the
conflict to enter into the joy of his Lord.
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A TESTIMONY AGAINST NOVELS.

_ 'The Swiss valet who murdered his master,
Lord William Russell, and who was hanged
lately in London, confessed ws we ure informed
to one of the attendants who waited on him,
that the first thought of the atrocious deed
was suggested to him by the reading of a novcl.
‘We apprehend that a great and important prin-
ciple is involved in this confession. Ile¢ com-
mitted murder, and he was predisposed to it by
the reading of a novel. Whether we may be
able to explain the connection between the an-
tecedent and the consequent, certain it is, that
it does not come before us as one thatis purely
accidental, as if the unhappy man had only con-
fessed two separate acts, namely, the reading
of a novel and the commission of a great crime;
but he gives this as his dying confession (and
he was most able to speak to the questiun) that
that the temptation to the crime came by the
reading of a novel. Novel writing is now a
branch of literature so extensive, that it may
scem to many a vain task to call in question its
character, but we believe that ina professedly
christian country, there is a numerous class of
persons who seck to regulate themselves both
in respect to business and amusement, by the
maxims of truth and wisdom, and that if you
once convince their understanding wherein the
path of duty lies, you have done all that is
needful to influence their practice. Undaunted
thercfore by the bulk of this branch of modern
litcrature, as well as by the names who have
given it support, we shall suggesi a few con-
siderations, scrving to shew that professing
christians ought not to countenance the pro-
duction of novels. It is not uncommon to
meet with persons who defend the use of
novels, by referring to the parables of Christ,
as giving them a sanction. Ilc used fiction in
order to instruct the people, and therefore the
principle of fiction cannot be condemned. But
we apprchend there is a vast difference be-
tween a parable and a novel.  The parable isa
figure of speechin which the imagination has
a certain scope, but which, nevertheless, is li-
mited on al! sides by the nature of the thing
that forms the basis of the figure. Thereisa
definite range within which the fancy of our
instructor is circumscribed, and beyond which
it cannot pass.  Take for example the story of

a sower sowing seed.  This is a well knownt
process practised by agricultural men, and
Christ in sclecting i, testifics of a similitude
existing between the growth of the sced in dif-
ferent soils, and the cllects of a preached gos-
pel in different hearis. Ile dues not break loose
from truth, so as to lead us anong the vamties
of fiction, IIe abides by things as they are,
and he hangs his instruction on what exists.—
Some individuals have supposed that all nature
furnishes types and emblems of spiritual things;
but withvut entering on this discussion, it is
not too much to suppose from the variety of’
similitudes that so aptly shadow forth moral
truth, that God who made nature as it is, con-
stituted it at first with a subserviency to this
end.  And therefore, while a teacher embued
with wisdom, sclects apt similitudes, they have
this cflect, that they present important doc-
trines to the mind; with a graceful simplicity.
Now thisis the effect of these parables, and
there is nothing here to warrant the license of
the novellist, whether profane or religious.—
But there is a second class in which men and
not things are the ground work of the parable.
Of this sort, are the good shepherd, the prodi-
gal son, and others.  But in these the figure is
as much confined within a defined limit as in
the others. The great teacher docs not bring
before us @ multitude of personages of his own
imagining, but only those natural groups which
God in his providential government has joined
together,—and while a teacher treads within
this territory he does not, in the parables he
may propound, present us with a fictitious pa-
gcant, but with a true and living figure where-
in are reflected higher things and relations, just
as the clear strcam may reflect the glories of
the heavens.  The dutics which belong to cer-
tain relations of life, and the penal efiects that
follow when these are violated, are things as
well understood as the springing of sced orany
process in nutural history, and may form
cquaily with these the basis of a parable, - The
teacher is treading altogether on aterra

cognila while he cmploys similitudes borrowed
from the relations that subsist between father
aund son, master and servant, king and people,
husband and wife; host and guest, and such
1ike, to cmbody our dutics and obligations to 2



240 A T'estimony against iVovels

covenaated Gaod, (a relation which requiring su-
preme love swallows up all others,) hutwe can
sece no identity of principle between any mo-
dern novel and a parable such as the Prodigal
Son. The one is an apologue circumscribed
within limits which it secins scarcely possible
it can pass, the other is a professed history,
which may be spun out without end.  There is
still, however, one other species of parable,
which it may be thouglht does not fall under
the definition above given—we mean those
wherein no similitude is ostensibly put forth.
Of this sort is the parable of the rich man and
Lazarus. But this parable comes to the same
result only by another way. It difiers from
the others in this respeet, that the doctrine is
10 longer concealed under tie thin veil of a si-
militude. The condition and future state of a
class of men are predicated of by an individval
of the same class. Into the secrets of the
world to come, Christ alone, who has the keys
of hell and of death, can penctrate ; and in this
way of speaking without a similitude, the doc-
trine appears even more clear and more obvi-
ous, than under the former class of parables,
and therefore, if possiblc, it is farther removed
than they are from the aature of fiction. On
the whole we can hardly conceive two things
in which there is less rescmblance, than be-
tween the noveland the purables of the New
Testament. The nuvel is in no respect a fol-
lowing out of the parabulical saying, sceing
that the principle of the latter is to exhibit
truth with such force and fulness, that it be-
comes manifest 1o all who possess a teachable
heart,—here the doctrine is cvery thing, and
withoutit the figurc is insipid and insignificant
~—but having this golden key, the figurc rises
before us with a peculiar grace and propriety.
Andfrom this essential quality, not tospeak of
its brevity, the parable stands apart lofo cclo
from the character of the novel.

Besides all this, we apprchend that novel
teaders have no great aptness for scarching in-
to the recondite meaning of the tales that arc
served upto them. They scelk excitement, and
when they have this, they seek nothing more.
This too the writers well understand, and ac-
cordingly the new and the wonderlul are all
tief® they aim at.  What a contempt of sound
Rdowledge is here 7 The men whoar to be

the instructors of the people, are not those
who have traversed distant lands, and who re-
turn to lay the result of their travel and toil be-
fore their fellow countrymen, that so their
wninds might be enlightened and enlarged, by a
just delineation of men living under clinces and
institutions differing from their own. Ono!
all such things are dull und prosaic. ‘They
want the opiate of romance, and thercfore they
want all.  What a contempt of all wisdom !
Those who have carcfully written the lives of
men distingnished for their learning and virtues,
were supposed to have been the benefactors of
future generations, by presenting to the minds
ot ingenious youth, 2 model of moral and intel-
lectual excellence, whereby to form their minds
and their manners., But now jtis otherwise,
he is the man whom the multitude dclight to
honor, who presents to his effeminate readers,
the stery of a phantom,—
“ A shape, if shape it may be called,
Which shape has none distinguishable
In member, joint, or limb.”?

It is he that carries away ull the rewards
which are due to worth and honesty in author-
ship. What an encouragement to hardness of
heart ! Read one of those fine tales to a child
whose mind has lcarned the mere clements of
Bible truth, and the first question it will ask
after you have done, wiil most probably be,
But, mamma, is all this true? Thus shewing,
in its own unsophisticated way, that before it
can yield up its sympathies with the men and
women who have been strutted before ity there
ig 2 prior question 1o be scitled. Is all this
frue? And in this we apprchend it manifests
a purity and corrcctness of feeling that might
instruct persons of maturer years—sceing if
the narrative is not true, it is only wastmg on
phantasms those affectionate regards which had
better be bestowed on creatures of flesh and
blood. What an encouragement to all evil! He
who has the hardihood to write for the public
a narrative that never occurred, will not be
over scrupulous in an oral testimony to friends;
and he who has been rouming ina world of
frantic extravagancics, whercin all moral dis-
tinctions are confounded, may be found, when
silver and gold wre glittering in his cyesighty
prepared, like the Swiss valet, to shed the blood
of their posscssor.

e R e
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Dieputation to Scotland, § 244

DEPUTATION TO SCOTLAND—NEW JERSEY COLLEGE.

It is knowh to most of our readers that the
Deputation appointed by the Trusices of
Queen’s College, consisting of the Rev. Dr.
Cook, of Quebec, and the Rev. Mr. Rintoul, of
Btreetsville, have sailed for Great Britain for
the purpose of making collections in behzlf' of
the said institution. It was their intention to
have sailed together from Quebec in the Uni-
corn steamer, that was to convey passengers
tc the Britunnia at Halifax; but the Governor
General requiring the services of the Unicorn,
she failed to keep her appointment with the
public, and sailed on the 28rd of July instead
of the 27th. Mr. Rintoul who had sct out for
Quebec, to join his brother, Dr. Cook, by the
way of Oswego, being disappointed of a con-
veyance from that place, procceded on to Bos-
ton, where he embarked on beard the Britannia
on the 1st inst. for Liverpool, and sailed from
Halifax on the 4th. Dr. Cook sailed in the
British Queen from New York, for the same
port, on the 8th. We trust, therefore, they
will, by the good providence of God, have a
safe and pleesant passage across the Atlantic—
and when they meet, we cannot doubt, from
their tried discretion and zcal for the interests
of our Presbyterian church, of their taking such
measures as will secure the important object
of their mission.

We have heard that the fifends of Queen’s
College have been tzunted for the smallness of
the means they have pracured for its erection,
but we trust they will not be discouraged by
such taunts. They are by no means creditable
to those who make them. The oak was atone
time an acorn. The country as yet is young,
and all things connected with it are in an inci-
pient state. It is but as yesterday that men,
now dwelling in goodly tencments, were thank-
ful when thiey had got a shanty sct up 1o
shelter themselves from the inclemency of the
weather; and many an emigrant, at this mo-
ment living from hand to mouth, is looking
forward, in the course of a few ycars, to opu-
lence and independence.  And yet how absurd
and impertinent would it be to jeer at the
honest agriculturist, who, anticipating the time
when the rough forest trees shall be subdued
around him, and joyful ficlds waving with grain,
and gardens with fniit, shall have taken theiv

o

place, endures many hardships and privations;
when he enters on his inheritance. It is
cqually absurd and impertinent to despise the
day of small things at the outset. of a seminary
for the cultivation of learning and religion
among the people. They are the enemies of
the country, notwithstanding their high pro-
fessinns, who can stand aloof in callous indif-
ference, while many are giving their best efforts
to establish a college for behoof of a large
section of Christians in the midst of it. They
remind one of those men who mocked at the
children of the captivity, while labouring to
build up Jerusalem, saying, “What do these
fechle Jews? Even that which they build, if a
fox go up, heshall even break down the stone
wall.” And yet this was the beginning of that
glorious work, which issued in the erection of
a temple, whose glory was greater than that
of the former, being honoured by the presence
of the Messiah promised to the fathers. Surely
this interesting fact, recorded by the inspired
writers, gives much encouragement to office
bearers, and all others who seck the good of
Zion in this Western world, to persevere in
their labors of love.

The same exertions had to be made in the
United States, while a British province, for the!
establishment of their seminaries. And in
reading an article in the July number of the
Biblical Repertory and Princeton Review, to
which a talented friend has drawn our atten-
tion, we have been much struck with the simi-
larity of their condition to our own. The New
Jersey College, we believe, is one of high and
established reputation. The glory of a col-
lege is not so much in her ancesiry as in ker
children; and the students of that seminary, if
we may judge from the eminent and laborious
ministers who bave been trained within its
walls, will bear a comparison with any in Chris-
tendom. Well, looking to the arigin of the
College of New Jerscy, we confess it has given
us much comfort and encouragement to find,
that its founders had to adopt the same mea-
sures which are now in progress in regard to
Queen’s College. They too sent a deputa-
tion, consisting of two ministers, to plead for
aid in the Mother Country, and we were proud
to find that the people of Scotland offered
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willingly to wid in its crection. Our fathers
gaw the need of such an institution in-a young
and rising country. ‘They looked upon it as of
the same importance with the preaching of the
gospel; and the General Assembly uppointgd
collections to be made over all the parishes in
the land to help forward the work. Inthese
days collections for philanthropic oljects were
on & much smaller scale than now; and yet we
find, that, on this occasion, the fricnds of reli-
gion in Scotland were enabled to transmit
upwards of £1,000 to the Trustees of the Col-
lege. But we shall gratify our resders by
allowing the Reviewer to give his own remarks
with the documentary evidence relative to this
matter :

«It is well known that the synod of New
York, at the request of the trustecs, sent, in
1753, the Rev. Gilbert Tennent and Samuel
Davies to Great Britain, to solicit contributions
to aid in establishing the coilege, which was
then in its infancy. It has, however, never
been accurately known what was the resalt of
their mission. The following extract of a let-
ter to President Burr, dated Edinburgh, August
1755, gives more informaticn on this subject
than we have clsewhere met with.

“The writer says: ¢We were muchafllicted
here for a long time by a report which reached
us from England, that the Rev. Mr. Davies had
died, in his passage from Virginia, Butwe
were most agreeably relieved from that distress
by our getting notice, very accidentally, of his
having written a letter from Virginia, to Mr.
Ruggles, o gentleman of Issex, who has no
correspondence with this country; but by the
Rev. Mr. Davidson, of that place, our country-
man, we got noticeof it. 1t is very surprising
neither Mr. T'ennet nor Mr. Davies ever wrote
one scrap to any person in this country on
their arrival ; which we think they ought to
have done. \We wcre uneasy ; we heard no-
thing of Mr. Tennent till about ten days ago

T received his acceptable letter of 6th June last

from Philadclphia.

« ¢I have the satisfaction to acquaint you
that the collection for New Jersey College
amounts tc above a thousand pounds; whereof
seven hundred were collected by my son and
me. Mr. Archibald Ingram of Glasgow, will
acquaint you that he has got above three hun-
dred pounds. You may depeud on our remit-
ting £700 to William Belchier, Isq., at Lon-
don, as you desire, and that in a month or two
after this date; and Mr. Ingram is to acquaint
you that he will remit £300 at the same time;
aud therefore you may, with all freedom, draw
on Mr. Belchier for £1,000 sterling, after re-
ceipt of this letier.  And though your bills be
drawn on receipt of this, it will be three months,
or perhaps four, cre your bills come to London,
and thercfore, though the money be notin Mr.

Scotland, Jc.

Belchier's hands till two months hence, it will
be in time.

«« 'here are many parishes whose ministers
have not collected or sent in their collections;
but as they are country parishes at a distance,
we suppose, that though they were come in,
they would amount to but u small sum ; but
you may be sure that Mr. Ingram and we are
doing what we can to get in what collections
are wanting. We applied fo the lust General
Assembly in May, and they have renewed their
appointment to all the ministers who have not
colleeted, that they would with all speed col-
lect and send their collections. They have
also ordered the sundry presbyteries to call for
our receipts from their respective ministers.—
We have published the act in our newspapers,
which we hope will have a good effect. I can-
not miss to acquaint you that there is included
in the £700 above mentioned, fifty pounds re-
ceived from the most honourable the Marquis
of Lothian, President of the Society for propa-
gating religious knowledge. We thinkt will
be necessary to write a letter of thanks to his
lordship in the name of the trustees, as you did
1o the Farl of Dumfries; and we find it is very
ngreeable to bis lordship.

«¢ What further collections we get in, we
shall take care to acquaint you of; and remit to
Mr. Belchier; but perhapsit will be six or eight
months ere we can get itin from the sundry
parishes which have not yet colleeted. The
surprising appearance of Providence in giving
success to Messrs, Davies and T'ennent in their
application in Lehalf of the College, and in
preserving them and bringing them home in
safetly, is indeed great matter of thankfulness
and praise. And we desire heartily to join
with those who magmfy our gracious Lord for
lis goodness. And we would fain hope that
it was o token of good that the Lord will make
that seminary of lcarning eminently useful in
sending forth labourers into his vineyard.

«7 notice your relation to the Reverend and,
worthy Mr, Edwards, by marrying a daughter,
of his. X havc had for several years past a
great regaxd for Mr. and Drs. Bdwards and
and their family, as he had been eminently use-
ful by his labours in the ministry. I am hear-
tily sorry for his present situation, but I would
fain hope that the Lord will eminently appear,
in behalf of his people in North America and,
deliver us from our strong enemies. 'We have
just now got a confused account of an awful
stroke of Providence, of Gen. Braddock's army
being totaily destroyed, and himself and many
other officers killed. It seemed to be needful
that we should meet with such an alarming
check, for our too much trusting to the arm of
flesh, and in thinking our navies and armies in-
vincible without looking to Him who is the on=
ly decider of battles. But I would fain hope
that he will stey his rough windin the day of’
his east wind, und by this awful dispensution to
humble us under his mighty hand, that he may
cxalt us indue time,
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¢¢ My hearty respects to Mr. L'ennent, and
aoquaint him that 1 had his lettery I heartily
wish that our gracious Lord may eminently
assist you in the station you are in, and 1n your
efforts to promote the religion of Jesus, espe-
cially among the students of divinity, that they
may come forth qualified to make the know-
ledge of Christ manifest in every place where
Providence may cast their lot.

¢ ¢ We suppose the collections through Bri-

tain and Ireland will not amount to less than
four thousand pounds; at least they are far
more than what you or any other of the trus-
tees could expect; and I am sure it will be
«<arefully and frogally Izid out on purposes for
which it was designed. Ishall be glad to hear
from you with the first conveniency after the
receipt of this. I think it will not be amiss
that the trustees prepare next spring a state of
the affairs of the College, and & short hint how
the money hasbeen luid out, that it may be
Jaid before a General Assembly of this church
in May next.
. ‘“¢My son, Thomas Hogg, joing with me
in our most affectionate respects to you and
the trustees; and we shall always be ready to
serve you and the College as much as is in our
power,’”

“The sum cf one thousand pounds, for which
President Burr was by this letter anthorized to
draw, appears to have been the proceeds of a
general collection in the several parishes order-
ed by the Gzneral Assembly; and obviously did
not include the snms collected by the personal
agency of Messrs. Tennent and Davies. Itis
probable also that the- sum of four thonsand
pounds mentioned as the amount of the .sub-
scriptions in Britain and Treland did not em-
brace the whole amount collccted.

“One of the principal points of interest in
reference to this subject, is the evidenee of
mutual respect and confidence between our
church and those to whom this application was
made, which these contribuiions afford. Had
the church of Scotland been then viewed with
the feeling which is now manifested towards
her by some who claim to be the true represen-
tatives of the fathers of our church, itig not
likely that ihe synod of New York would have
applied to her for aid, or that her General As-
sembly would have thought it worth while to
order a general collection in their behalf.—
This was not a solitary instance of friendly in-
tercourse between the two churches. The
synod of Philadelphia at an early period com-
menced the formation of a “fund for pious
uses,” which was supplied principally by annu-
ai collections made by the pastors. Outof this
fund coptributions were made to poor or dis-

ablad ministers, to those whose congregations
were unable to sastain them, to the widows and
children of such as died in the service of® the
church, and for other similur purposes. In
1719 we find the following record on the mi-
nutes of the Synod in referenee to this subject.
¢It was overtured by the comnittee concerning
the fund, that such a number of persons as the
Synod thinks fit to be nominated, shall be em-
powered to receive the cotlection of the Synod
of Glasgow and Air, if it arrive safe in goods,
and put them into the hands of some substantial
persons, to ba sold to the best advantage for
money, and to account with the said persons
for the sale thereof, and to receive the net pro-
duce for the use of the fund: and likewise after
the receipt thereof to let the sume to use upon
good security after paying to New York con-
gregation what isallowed to them. This over-
ture was approved by the Synod.’”

“The General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland ata Tater period ordered a_general
collection tv be made in order to raise money
to be placed at the disposal of the United Synod
of New York and Philadelphia, to aid in the
support of ministers among the Indians and
in feeble congregations. The money thus ob-
tained was placed in the hands of the corpora-
tion of the widow’s fund, who, feeling they
had a legal right to its use, employed part of it
for the objects of their incorporation. What
the whole amount contributed was, the Synod
never learned ; but they wereinformed in 1763
that the interest of seven hundred pounds was
at their disposal.® It is not the amount of mo-
ney contributed at any time by the Charch of
Scotland in aid of the Presbyterian Church in
this country, on which we lay stress, but the
friendly fecling evinced by their contributing at
all. Ttisthis that we think worthy of notice
and remembrance.” :

Before dismissing this subject we may ob-
serve, however much subsequent events might
produce a change of feeling between the two
churches, that, at thishour, those in the Church
of Scotland (now the ruling party) who are
the representatives of such men as Drs.Wither-
spoon and Erskine, (the friend of President
Ldwards) cherish towards their Presbyterian
brethren in the States, all the sentiments of
esteem and good will which characterized their
fathers m former days. And well they may,
seeing it is written, Prov. 27, 10, “Thinc own
friend and thy father’s friend forsake not.”

* See Praf. odge’s Mistory ef the Preshyterian,
Church, part 1I. p. 353.



ag.t The Tea Tree.

THE TEA TREE.

Two kinds arc commonly cultivatod in our
green-houses, the one under the name of Thea
viridis, or green tea 5 the other of 7'. Bohea,
or black tea, which applications have been given
them partly, as it would appear, on account of’
the relative colors of the foliage, and partly
under an impression, that the former produced
the green tea of the shops, and the latter the
black tea. Dut this idea secems to be founded
on no good authority.

The T viridis is a large, strong-growing,
almost hardy plant, with its branches spreading,
its leaves. from three to five inches long, very
broadly lanceolated, pule green, singularly
waved, the margin reflexed ; the flowers arc
large, solitary, mostly confined to the upper
axil; they appearin the autumn, six wecks or
two months carlier than those of 7. Boheu;
whilst the latter 1s of small size, with remarka-
bly erect, stiff branches, leaves not above one
half or two-thirds the size of the former, per-
fectly flat, more coriaceous, of a durk green,
boaring in tie axils of numerous leaves two or
three flowers, which are smaller, and havea
slight fragrance, and are in perfection during
winter. It will not endure ourfrosts. It is
difficult to determine which of these species is
the one cuitivated in China; whether both may
not be employed in the production of the dit-
ferent kinds of tea; or whether they may not
be indiscriminately used ; for the Chinese are
exceedingly jealous over the processes employ-
ed in the preparation of teas, and the tea-
country being at a great distance from the
European factory, it is very doubtful if any sci-
entific person has, from personal observation,
been able to decide the question. Dr. Abel*
satisfactorily notices the two kinds of tea plant,
and adds, “from persons conversant with the
Chinese method, I learnt that ecither of the
two plants will afford the black or green tea of
the shops; but that the broad thin leaved plant
(our 7'. viridis) is preferred for making the
green tea.” This statement is corroborated by
a communication from C. Millett, Fsq., of
Canton, who holds a high official situation in
the Company’s factory there: « The tea plant,”
he says, in a letter, dated Canton, 12th of De-
cember, 1827, “is almost as scarce in this
neighbourhood asitis in England. The tea-
country is at a great distance {rom hence, and
the teas brought to Canton are several months
on their route by inland mavigation. Of the
plants there are two kinds, of which one has a
leaf of a mmch darker green than the other.
This difference may partly avise from cultiva-

* Narrative of a Journey to the Taterior of China,
P 3L

tion; but it is to the various modes of prepar a
tion that the green and the black teas of shops
aredue. In proof of this we sent home last
year green tee from the black tea plant.  You
may, therefore, conclude that, though there are
two plants differing so much in appearance and
growth as any two varicties of the Camellia
Japonica, cach, by proper management, will
produce black or green tea indifferently.  The
varieties of teas from the several provinces,
arise from soil, culture, mode of preparation,
and above all, from the part of the shrub whence
the leaves are pulled.  From tne same indivi-
dual plant there are three crops or gatherings
annually ; the first affords the fine teas, of
which the Pouschong is the produce of the
larger leaves of the young shoots. The ex-
tremo shoots, with the opening leaf buds, con-
stitute the Pckoe. This is in England com-
monly supposed to be the flowers; but an
examination after infusion will clearly show its
origin. T'he first picking takes place in June,
the sccond in July, and the third in August.”
Kempfer’s figure of the Japanese T'ea- Plant,
which is evidently the plant in general cultiva-
tion in that empire, is the T Bolea, not the
T. viridis. The native country of hoth spe-
cies is, probably, various parts of China, and
the cultivation scems to be confined to the tem-
perate zone, cxtending to the northemn pro-
vinces of the empire, and as fur as the 45 deg.
of latitude, in Japan. But the T'ea-districts
properly so called, are thus stated by Dr. Abel:
“ That of the green tea is in the province of
Keang-nau, between the 29th and 41st degree
of north latitude, at the north-western base of a
ridge of mountains, which divides the province
of Che-Keang and Keang-nau. The black tea
district, in the province of I"okien, is contained
within the 27th and 23th degree of north
latitude, and is situated on the south-eastern
declivities of a ridge of mountains dividing the
province of Fokein from that of Keang-si.”

M. A. Baron de Schilling has given the
names of thirty-six sorts copied from a Chinese
manuscript.  These are divided into seven
heads. 1. Teas of the district of the city of
Sou-ugan-tcheon, in the province of Keang-
nau, ecight sorts. Green teas Soung-lo, of
the district of the cily of Hocy-tcheon in the
provinee of Keang-nau-Soung-lo, eleven sorts,
3. Teas of the district of Hang-tclheon-fou, in
the pravince of T'che-Iiang five sorts. 4,
Tea of the province of Hon-Kouaug, one sort.
5. Black teas, Fou-y or Bohea, of the pro-
vince of Fou-Lian, ten sorts: and which, if we
are to_judge from the names, are the most es-
teemed—such as Lao, JGun mei, or venerable
old man's eyc-brows; Pckao, white hairs, oy

.
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Pekoe tea; Cheon meiy cye-brows of a very ad-
vanced age ICicow IChin lian sin, hearts of wa-
ter lilies of Kicou Khin: Ouang nin fung, tca
of the pick-nxe of the king’s dnughter; la haung
phao, large ted tails; and Sian jin tchang,
pelm of the immortals, &c. 6. Tea of the pro-
vince of Yunnau, one sort. 7. Teas of the
provinee of Szu-tchhouun, twokinds. But this
fist, itis said by the author of ¢ Abel Remu-
sat,” is not yet complete: and he adds fiftcen
others, several of which appear to be the kindg
best known in Europe. Wou-i-tchha, Fou-
Tea. Wou-i is a celebrated mountain in the
province of Fou-kian; thence comes the com-
mon name of Bohea tea.  Hi-tchun-tchha,
Hyson tea. Phi-tchha, Skin tea; that species
of Hyson ten commonly called Skin. Siac-
tchoung-tchha, a small kind, the Saotchoun or
Souchong tea of the merchants,  Pao-tchoung-
tehha, o species sold in small packets; the
Pouchong of commerce. Soung-tscu-tchha,
Sonchais tea. Koung-fou-tchha, Camphon, or
Congo tea. Chang-koung-fou, Camphon lea
of ahigher quality, or Camphon Campony.—
Tchu-tchhe, Pearlica. Ya-toung-tchha, win-
ter tea. Tun-ki-tchha, Twankay tea. Kian-
peii-tchha, or Tscu tchoung, a second specics
of Campony tea. On-tchha, black tea, the
Jeaves serve to die stuffs black. Ye-tchha,
Desert tea. The flowers of this species of tea
are of a golden colour, the stem is high, and
the leaves of a bright green: they useit in the
same manner as the common tea.  Chan-tchha,
mountain or wild tea. All these differerent
kinds of tea may be distinguished by the expe-
rienced merchant, merely by taste. The situ-
tion of Assayer of Teas at Canton, requires
this sort of talent, and the individval who holds
it enjoys a- salary of £1,000 per annum for
tasting tea only! i

The quantity of tea produced in China must
be enormous ; it is spread over a square arca of
1,372,450 square miles. Its use in China
reaches to & very high antiquity, for they have
a. tradition that an Indian prince, a holy and
religious character, of the name of Darma, vi-
sited China about the year 516 of the Chris-
tian era, to instruct the natives in the duties of
religion, He led 2 life of great abstinence, and
denied aoll manner of rest or relaxation to his
body; but he was, at length, so weary of his
fatigues and fasting, that he fell asleep. Asa
panance for so great a dereliction of duty, he
cut offboth his eye-brows, the instruments and
wninisters of his crime, and threw them upon
the ground ; cach cye-brow became a shrub,
now called the tea. Darma quickly discovered
the agreeable properties of their foliage, which
endowed his mind with fresh powers 1o pursue
his divine meditations ; having recommended
the use of it to his disciples, it soon became
general in China. The individual wha first dis-
covered its qualilies is held in remembrance by
a.rude figure in Chinese and Japanese draw-
ings, of an old man standing upon water, with

reeds under his feet, and one of his eye-brows
gprouting out into a tea-leaf.  Liinschot is said
tobe the first traveller who tells of a herb, with
which the Japanese prepared a drink, and which
they offer to their guests as a mark of high
consideration. Caspar Dauhin speaks of it in
his Pinax, under the name of Cha. Very
carly in the seventeenth century, tea first be-
cume known in Europe; and we are assured,
that the Dutch at first carried on a trade, by
recommending the sage of this couutry, which
they gave in exchange for tea of China. Little
more than a century ago, according to Lord
Macartney, the English East Indin Company
did not sell more that 50,000 lbs. of tea, and
very litile was smuggled. In 1784, the con-
sumption of Great Britain and Ireland, exclu-
sive of their dependencies, amounts to 28,000,
000 Ibs. Lords Arlington and Ossory brought
home a quantity of tea from Iolland, about the
year 1668, at which time it was sold for 60s.
per Ih. - But the practice of tea-drinking, even
1n public coffee-houses, was not uncommon in
Lngland prior to that period: for in 1660, a
duty of 8d. per gallon was laid on the liquor
made and sold in all coffee-houses.

In Scotland a century clapsed before tea was
generally known, and it has been stated, that
people are yet living who recollect how Lady
P * x ® %10 whoma pound of fine green tea
had been sent as a rare and valuable present,
boiled the same, and served it up with melted
butter, as condiment to a salted rump of beef,
and compiained, that no cooking she could con-
trive, ¥ would make those forcign greens
tender.” America carrics on a vast trade in
this article; but Russia is stated to rank next
to Great Britain, inasmuch as 25,200,000 lbs. of
tea are yearly imported and consumed by the
Russians.

Linngeus had the honour of introducing this
interesting and valuable plant alive to Europe
but not till he had experienced many disap-
pointments. The seeds would never bear the
voyage ; for, like an oily seed, they turned
rancid in a short time. His pupil, Osbeck,
brought a plant as far as the Cape of Good
Hope, when it was washed overboard during a
storm. Lagerstroem conveyed two shrubs for
the true tree, to Upsal; but they turned out to
be Camellia, which the Chinese call by the
same name ; not distinguishing it generically
from Thea. Some time after, one reached tho
harbour of Gottenburg in good health: but the
cvening before landing, the captain sct the
plant on the tabie of his cavin, where it was
caten by rats. At length, Linmnmus advised
Captain Ekcberg to sow fresh seeds in pots of
carth at the woment of his departure from
Ching, so that they might vegetate after pass-
ing the line: and the growing plants were thus
brough in safety to Gottenburg, on the Grd of
QOctober, and transplanted to the Botanic Gar-
den of Upsal.—Curt. Bot. Mag.
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RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE.

Exrrresce oF Sit Ricriarp Hint—All
this while, onc thing that greatly astonished
me was to sce the world about me so careless
and uneoncerned, especially many that were
twice my age amongst the Doctors of Divinity
and fellows of the college.  Surely, thought I,
these people must be infatuated indeed, thus to
mind earthly things and to follow the lusts of
the flesh, when an eternity of happiness or
misery is before them, when they know not
how short a time they have to live, and their
everlasting state depends on the present mo-
ment,

It was now the scason of Tent, the first or
second Sunday in which, the sacrament of the
Lord’s Supyer is always adminjstered in Mag-
dalen College Chapel. I therefore besought
the Lord with strong eryings, that he would
vouchsafe me some token for good, some sense
of his love towards me, and willingness to be
reconciled to me, that I might wait upon him
at his table without distraction, and partake of
those blessings which that ordinance is mnstitut-
ed to convey to the souls of true believers.

And, O, for ever and for ever blessed be his
holy name, he did not reject the prayer of the
poor destitute ; he heard me what time the
storm was upon me, and I made no doubt had
heard, and in his purpose at least, answered
me, from the first day he inclined my heart to
understand, and to scek after him. But he
knew better than U did myself, when it was
meet to speak peace to my soul, and therefore
waited that he might be gracious unto me;
first, in order to convince me the more deeply
of the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and the de-
sert thereof : secondly, to show me more ex-
perimentally my own weakness and the insuf-
ficiency of any righteousness of my own to
recommend me in his favor ; thirdly to. make
me prize more highly, and hunger and thirst
more earnestly for Jesus Christ, and the salva-
tion that isin him. These ends being in some
measure answered, on Saturday, February 13th,
to thebest of my remembrance, the night be-
fore the sacrament, it pleased the Lord, after
having given me for afew days before some
taste of his love, first to bring me into a com-
posed frame of spirit, and then to convey such
a thorough sense of his pardoning grace and
mercy to my poor soul, that I, who was just
oefore trembling upon the brink of despair, did
now rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of
glory ! The love of God wasshed abroad in
my heart through the Ifoly Ghost that wes
given unto me, cven that perfect love which
casteth out fear ; and the Spirit itself bore wit-
ness with my spirit that I was a child of God,

For some time after these sensible manifes-
tations of God’s love were withdrawn, my mind

was composed and my hope lively; but I had
still, at scasons, sccret misgivings and many
doubts as to the reality of my conversion,
which put me seriously to examine my state,
whether the scripture marks of a work of grace
were really to be found in me or not ; and in
these examinations I had great help from these
excellent books, Guthrie's trial of a saving In-~
terest in Christ; and Palmer's Gospel New
Creature. Add to this, that being now in Lon-
don, I had there a favorable opportunity of
hearing that faithful minister of' Christ, the
Rev. Mr. Romaine, whose discourses were so
exactly descriptive of and adapted to, my own
experience, that they ufiorded me a good con-
firmation that I was indeed passed from death
&nt;) life, and from the power of Satan unto
od.

During my stay in London, it pleased God to
make me acquainted with many of his people,
to whom my heart was immediately knit with
the closest affection ; yez, so great was my
love to all those in whom I discerned the Divine
image of the Liord Jesus, that the yearnings of
Josepl’s heart towards his brethren will but
very faintly express it. Be they poor or what
they would, high or low, rich or poer, igno-
rant or learned, it mattered not, if I had reason
tobelieve they were born of God and made par-
takers of a divine nature, they were equally
dear to me; my heart was open to receive them
without reserve, and I eajoyed the sweetest
fellowship and communion with them, whilst
all other company was insipid and irksome.

For about two years after this, I was ina
good measure relieved from those piercing ter-
rors and that deep distress with with which I
was before overwhelmed. This, you will say
was living upon frames and experiences, more

than upon the exceeding great and precious -

promises made to returning sinners in Christ

Jesus. It is true it was so, and of this God"

soon convinced me; for I now began to doubt
whether those great comforts I had set so high
a value upon, might not be all delusion, or
proceed from the workings of my own _spirit;

and if so, my case was just as bad as ever.— -

My day of grace might still be past, and nothing
yet-remain for me but o fearful looking for
judgment and fiery indignation.”

This was in April, 1759, soon after my re-
turn from London into Shropshire, where I had
not been long before I wrote to Mr. Fletcher,

giving hiim an account of my state. After this -

it pleased the Lord 1o remove my burthen, and
to exchange these sharp terrors of the spirit of
bondage, for the sweet reviving comforts of the
spirit of adoption, showing me the rich trea-
sures of gospel promises, and that they, and
not my own frames, were to be the ground of:
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my hope and my stay in every time of’ need.—
since this time 1 may say with Bishop Cowper,
that my soul has never experienced the like ex-
tremity of terror; and though I have had many
ups and downs, many grievous temptations
and sharp conflicts, inuch aridity of soul, dead-
nessy and strong corruptions to fight against,
yet-hava I always found the Lord to be o very
present help in trouble; his grace has been suf-

ficient for me in every hour of nced, and I
doubt not but all hisdealings with me, however
thwarting to my own jdeas of what was fit and
meet for me, have some way or other been sub-
servient to my spiritual interest, since his most
sure promise is engaged to % make all things
work together for good, to those who love him
and are called after his purpose.”— Philudelphia
Presbyterian.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CANADIAN CHRISTIAN EXAMINER.

DEsr Sin,
I have long been convinced that the sub-
Jject of christian baptism should hold a more
prominent place in the religious publications of
the day, but never more so, than since reading
your introductory remarks to the poem publish-
ed in the May No. of your cxcellent Magazine.
The Rev’d Thomas Scott’s case is not a soli-
tary one; but many in like circumstances are
still perplexed, both as it respects the mode, and
subjects of baptism. Believing this, and having
thought some upon the subject, I came to the
crnclusion after reading the remarks referred to
« 2ve, that I would send you a communication
upon the mode of baptism; and if it, or any
part of it, should be of the least use on this im-
portant subject I would follow it with several
others, upon the mode, and the subjects of this
Gospel rite. In doing this, I shall draw upon
others withoot in every instance giving credit
to the particular person to whom indebted. I
have several reasons for this; it will save time
and space, and the same thing has been said
almost (if not quite) in the same words by so
many, that it is difficult to say to whom credit
is due. Having promised the above I shall now
state the question as I intend to pursue it, as
far as the mode is concerned. A clear defini-
tion of this point, will be of great importance
in the prosecution of this subject. The ques-
tion is simply this; “Is immersion essential to
Christian baptism.” Our Baptist fiiends say
that it is, and that nothing short of tofal plung-
ing under water1s scriptural baptism. We on
the other Land, think that the rite may be per-
formed by immersion, sprinkling, or pouring:
i, e. the Paedo Baptists think that immersion is
not essential to the rite; the baptists think that
itis. The above is the true positions which
the baptists, and the paedo baptists occupied in
reference to this important ordinance. 1llence

it will be seen by every reflecting mind that the
baptists have the uphill side of this question.
Or as one observes, ¢ theirs is the labouring
Qar,” Therefore could they produce positive
proof that immersion is a Gospel meudey and do
no more, they would not touch the point in dis -
pute. This would only be proving what we
acknowledge may be true. DBut is there no
other Gospel mode, is the question, The pacdo
baptists believe that there is no positive mode
laid down in the word of God, but that water
applied in any mode, and in any quantity, by
an authorized hand, to a proper subject, in the
name of the ever blessed TrimiTy is Gospel
baptism. But admitting that samemode is laid
down in the holy Scriptures, our baptist friends
may be labouring under a great mistake with
regard to what that modeis. I'or as the lafe
Rev'd R. Hall (a baptist minister and one of
the best writers of his day) has justly observed,
“froma variety of causes the dcctrine of bapt-
ism has been involved in obscurity.” (American
Edition page 163.)

Hence “wisdom may not die,” with our be-
loved friends, for from the “obscurity” in which
the subject is “involved,” there is a possibility
of their erring as well as their less confident
neighbours. But our friends think that they
take the only correct view of this subject. In
proof of which they say that, the verb by which
it is designated can mean nothing but fmmer-
sion. We on the contrary think that it ean,
and does mean something else. All arcagreed
that BarTizo, and its derivatives, arc exclusive-
ly used to designate the rite of baptism in the
New Testament. Now as the baptists contend
that this verb means nothing but tofal plunging,
and as we admit that it may be used to express
the idea of immersion, should it occur in every
verse in the New Testament, and in every
place but oNg, mean fmmersion, they would
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loose their cause.  On the other hand, should
we make it appear that Barrizo expresses less
than total plunging under water, but in o~z
'ace, we gain the point, us far as the verb is
concerned. But lest I make the porch too large
for the building, I hasten to notice the mean-
ing of this important verb, Although an ap-
peal should never be mude to any of the Apo-
cryphal books to estzbiish points in theology,
yet as far as meanings ¢f words are concerned,
they are good authority.

It is said of Judith (chap. 12 verse 7,) “ that
she washed (baptized) herself in a fountain of
water by the camp.”  And inchap. 7, verse 12,
we learn the nature of the “fountain Tt «js-
sued forth from the foot of the mountain® It
is very plain that it was wkat we would call a
spring boiling up or “issuing forth from the
foot of the mountain.” Ience I would ask:
isitatall probable that thisJewish dusel plung-
cd herself wholly under in this spring (or foun-
tain) of water in the night, ¢ and in the midst
of the Camp ;7 and especially as “all the in-
habitants of Bethulia received their supply of
water from this fountein. I really think that
the baptists themselves must beconvinced that
{although dapiizo is uscd) the young lady in
quostion washed herself at, or by the “foun-
tain of water;” and not plunge herseli into or
under its waters.

Address to the Queen.

Again, it is suidin the book of Daniel cha p
3, verse 21, “that Ncbuchadnezzar, was wet
(translated Barro, by T'heodotion, about a. p.
150) with the dew of heaven.” Now although
this 1s not the verb by which the rite of baptism
is designated, yet it casts light upon the sub-
ject; for whether baptizo, is o derivative, fre-
quentative, or a diminutive; or whether it ex-
presses as much as daplo, or not, it is very cer~
tain that it cannot express more. Henee ag
bapto, which was the verb generally used by
Greek writers where plunging and dipping were!
designated, (sec St. Luke 16—24. St. John
13—16) was also used to express the falling, or
sprinkling of dew, surcly there can be nothing
in buptizo philologically considered to prevent
its being used in the same sense, 7. e. If Gapto,
which expresses all (if not more) that baptizo
possibly cun ; and is the verb generally used by
Greek writers, where there can be no doubt but
mmersion is meant, is likewise used to desig-
nale sprinklings or pouring; baptizo which ex-
presses no’ more (and perhaps not so much,)
may be used in the same sense with more pro-
pricty.  This will be nore clearly shown,
when we come to investigate the terms, as
used in the New Testament.

R. HernriveToN.

Richmond, July Sist, 1840.

ADDRESS TO THE QUEEN.

To the Quea’s Most Excellent Majesty.

MousT GRACloUS SOVEREIGY,

Wy, your Majesty’s most detiful and loyal
subjects, the Ministers and Elders of the Treshyie-
rian Church of Canady, in conacxion with the Church
of Scotland, in Synod asscinbled, approach your Ma-
Jesty 10 offer our heanfelt congratulations vn your
matrimonial alliance witle a Prnce, the choice of
your heart, illusirious as the desceadant of Princes
distinguished in the bistory of Exrope fur theirstead-
fast autachment 1o the principles of the Reforaation,
and adomed no less by cexalted mnenial enddwments
than by momi worzh.

e have individually sympathized with the afiec-
tionate congratulations which have been presenied 10
your Majesty on this auspicious oceasiosn, by allclasscs
of your Majesty's faithiul suljects. but we gladly avail
ourselves of tas, the first apporunity which our being
asscinbledin Synod has affunded us, to give expression
to the semtincmty which we -herdah toxands yeur

Majesty, and o implorcthe divine blessing onauniont
so happily formed.

On looking back o0 tho cvems of the last few
years, we cannol fail to recognize, with scntiments
of the livelicst gratitude, the signal interposition of
divine provilence in preserving against threaiencd
daungers the integrity of the cinpire, and continuing
to us, yvour Majesty’s subjects in Canada, the bless-
ings of the Brtish Constiution and 1he mild sway of
2 Sovereign endeared 1o us by every consideration of
dutv. of uterest, and of affection.

In the auspicious event that brings us before your
Majesty m this time, we are cheered With a prospect,
of the cominuance of these blessings, under the gra-
cinus sway of amco of Princes who, possessing the
viztues of their aucestors, skall emulate théir nnble
exvrtions, w make their people intelligent, religious,
and Jappys and weno cucouraged to indulge the
Lopotlat Aighty Ged, whose proiccting power has
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been alrendy so signally manifested, will still bless
your;Majesty with all temporal and spiritual blessings,
that he will protect and prosper your Royal House,
and that he will render your reign a blessing to all
who acknowledge your sway.

We should fail in our duty 4id we not avail our
selves of this occusion to express our gratitude forthe
favour which your Majesty has bestowed upon us, and
the peoplo of whom we have the spiritual oversight,
in giving your gracious countenance to the College for
the education of youth in the estabiisliment of which
we are engaged,—in permitting us to ussociate with
it your Majesty’s name, and in conferring on it privi-
leges which cannot fail 10 increase its cfliciency for
the promotion of the great objects we have in view
—the diffusion of scicnce, the promulgation of Divine
Truth, and the inculcation of loyal and religious
principles.

Aud that may it please the Father of Mercies, the
Supreme Governor mmong the nations,to establish your
throne ia righteousuess, to guide, geard and defend
you, to enrich you with the treasures of lis grace in
Jesus Christ our Lord, and when his gracious pur-
poses on carth are served, with your Majesty and
your Rayal Consort, 1o graat you a Crown of glory
i3 our carnest prayer.

In name. and by appointment of the Synod of the

Presbyteriun Church of Canada, in conuexion
with the Church of Scotland, and in their pre-

sence at Torento, Upper Canade, this sevemh
day of July, 1340.

(Signed) IIUGII URQUIIART,
Moderator.

ADDRESS TO THE GOVERNOR GENERAL.

To Ilis Excellcncy the Right Honorable Cuaries Posiert Tuomsox onc of Her
Mujesty's Most Honorable Privy Council, Governor General of Brilish Norlh
America, and Captain General and Governor in Chicf in and over the Provinces
of Lower Canada, Upper Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and the
Island of Prince Edwcard, and Vice Admiral of the same.

Max 1T PreasE Your ExceLLescy,

We, the Ministers and Elders composing the
Synod of the Presbyteriza Church of Canada, in con-
nexion with the Church of Scotand. on this e first
occasion of our mecting since Your Excelleacy as-
sumzd the Government of these Provinees, beg leave
10 offer to Your Excellency our respeciful congratula-
tons on that cvent.

Woe have every reason 10 believe that changes of
great and vital importance in the political condition
of these Provinces arc in contemplation-by the gov-
cmment of oar Mother Country, and may possibly
cre this have been decided on by Pariiament.  On
the subject of these changes we e not called to
cxpress an opinion.  In reference 0 them, however,
it willbe our duty, as it is eur detcrmination, o bring
whateverinfluence we possess, in our scvernl stations,
1o the aid of the govers 2 in maintaining the seces
sary supremacy of the laws, and in promoting a spirit
of order and duc subordination in the land, in the
Lumble confidence that the Supreme Ruler of the
Universe will continue to_guide and dircet all events,
for the temporal and spiritual prosperty of tic pevple
<committed to Your Excellency’s charge.

We are happy in believing that the measure to
which Your Excellency was pleased during the last
Session of the Legislature of this Prowmce i gwve
1he Royal assent, for the esiablishment of the Umiver-
sity at Kingston, will be soon carried into successfil
operation; and we trust it will prove greatly insini-
wental in dissemizating useful knowledze and in ad-
vancing the cause of religion and morality.

We fecl every day wore and more the necessny for
the establishment ot an efficient system of General
Fducation, based on tho Haly Semptures, and ade-
quate to the wants and circumstiances of these I'ro-
vinces, and we beg leave most vespectfuily amd car-

g

nestly to call Your Exccllency’s immediate attention
to such measures as may be necessary fur the speedy
and cficcnal accomplishment of whis object.

We most sincerely hope and pray that the Jong-agi-
tated and irritating question relating to the disposal
of the Clergy Ieserves, may be speedily sct at rest
on justamd censtitutional principles, and in a way
conducive to tlic peace and happiness and religious
interests of the community.

Jtis incumbent onus, onthis occasion, to hring
under the notice of Your Exceliency the baneful cf-
fects, both spirfeal and wemparal, arising from inem-
perance and Sabbath profanation,—practices which
unhappily prevail 1o a great amd alarming extent
throughout the country.  On the propricty of adopt-
ing and caforcing such measures as may ead to put
a stop to practices alike discreditable to the country
and subversive of good arder and mormlity, we beleve
o diffierenne of opinion exists amongst the infl
tial and respeciable members of socicty, of whatever
religious denomination: and the assumnce that such
measures will receive Your Excellency’s carly atten-

ion, would he particularly grtifyiag to us, and 0 all
wha labor to di i the blessings of purc and
undefiled veligion.

That Your Execileney’s administmuon may, under
the blessing of Almigaty Gedl, prove the means of
restoring peace and  good-will ia these Frovinces,
amongst all classes and conditions of men, aad of add-
ing to the temporat amd spiriwal welfare of e peo-
ple, is our most sincercand fervent prayer.

In name, aud by appointment of the Synod of the
Treshivterian Chnrch of Cannda, in connexionwith
1he Charch of Scotiand, and i their presence at
Teramo, Upper Canada.tln=7ildayofJuly, 1310.

(Signed) UG CRQUIIART,

Modcraler.

)
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Reply~—dAddress to Licutenant Governor, and Replys

11IS EXCELLERCY'’S REPLY.

CastLE ST. LEWIS,

. Quebec, 4th August, 1340.

Sir,—On my return from Halifax 1 found your ict-
ter of the 10th ultimo, cnclosing the Address to tha
Governor General from the Synod of the Presbyterian
Church in Canada.

Having laid that Address before His Excellency, I
am commanded 1o express his thanks to the Synod
for their congratulations on his appointiacat, and for
their good wishes on his behall.  Well assured of
the loyalty of the Presbyterian population of Canada,
and of their attachment to the Mother Country, 1lis

Excellency feels convineed that they will everco-op>
crate 'with him in preserving peace and good order
in this portion of Her Majesty’s dominions, and they
wmay rely on his utmost exertions in favour of what-
ever measures may tend to promote their welfare.
I have the honour to be,
Sir, vour obd’t servant,
T. W.C. MURDOCH,
Chicf Secretarye.
The Rev. A, Gavz,
Hamilton, Upper Canada.

ADDRESS TO THE LIEUTENANT §OVERNOR.

To His Exccllency Sin GEorGE ArTiun, Itnight Commander of the Royal Hanoverian
Guelphic Order, Lieutenant Governor of the Province of Upper Canada, Major
General Commanding Her Majesty's Forces therein, §c. §-c. §-c.

Mar 1t Prease Your EXcELLENET,

We, the Ministers and Elders of the Preshy-
terian Church of Canada, in connexivn with the
Church of Scotland, in Synod assembled, cmbrace
'this opportunity at our annual meeting, of tendering
to Your Excellency this expression of the sentiments
of esteem and respect which we entertain for Your
Fxcellency’s person ind government.

In the discharge of our arduous dutics, in divers
paris of the Province,it bas always been 2 mauer of
sincere consolation to us, that Her Majesty had an
officer ke Your Excellency, at the head of the Gov-
cmmert, indefatigabla in promoting the development
of the natural resources of this Province, and the ad-
vancement of pure and undefiled religion among the
people.

Our hearts bear us witnese, that itis our camest
desire to preserve and perpeiuate among the peopls

committed to our superintendence, theloyal and reli-
gious character of their fathers and brethien on-the
ather side of the Adantic, and we can assure Your
Excellency, tthat we have felt our anxieties on this
hicad, wuch lightened, by the countenence giver by
Your Excellency, both in public and private, to all
that is excellent and of good report.

That Almighty God, by whom IKings reign and
Yrinces decree justice, may bless Your Excellency’s
person, family and Government, is our fervent prayer.

In name, and by appointment of the Synod of the

Presbyterian Church of Canada, in connexion
with the Church .of Scotland, and in_their pre-
sence at Toronto, ‘Upper Canadn, this scventh
day of July, 1840.
(Signed) HUGH URQUHART,
Modcrator.

JIIS EXCELLENCY'S REPLY.

GoveryvesT Houss, .
Taronto, Sth Julv, 1340.

GENTLEMES,~I feel much grtified by the senti-
mcenzs of esteem and respect which you have expressed
towards myself, and very highly appreciate the bless-
ing you invoke upon my fanuly.

Most confidently do I believe that it bias been your
carnest desire w preserve and perpeiate among the
Ppeople committed 20 your superintendance, the foyal

and religious character of their fathers and brothers
on the other side of the Adantic; and 1 reccive with
lively graification the assurance that your anxictics
have been lightened in the prosccution of your religi-
ous and patriotic Jabeurs during my administration
of this government.
The Ministers and Elders
OF the Synod of Canada.
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LETTER TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S COMMITTEE ON COLONIAL CIHURCHES.

The Synod of the Preshyterian Church of Canada, in connexion with the Church of
Scotland, to the Venerable the General Assembly's Committee for corresponding
with Scottish Presbyterian. Churches in the British Colonics.

Reveresp FaTaers AND BaeTunes:

The mwiautes aof the proceedings of this meet-
ing of Synod, now nearly closed, which will be trans-
mitted to you,as soon as they are published, will sug-
gest the deliberationsin which we have been engaged,
and will exhibit toyou the measures which have been
adopted by us, 10 maintain the order of our Irovincial
Charch, and 10 extend its boundaries.  Actuated with
an unextinguishable veneration for the rales and ex-
ample of the Church of Scotland, we have had re-
course to her past history, and have endeavored, ac-
cording to the best of our judgment, to apply them
to the peculiar circumstances in which we are placed.
In juaging of the wisdom and proprety of our pro-
ceedings, your Commitce will, no doubt, keep vur
position and prospects, in this recent colony, in view.

With respect 1o the legal and constitutional claims
of this Synod, us thie vepresentative of the Church of
Scotland in Canada, for ag and support
from the Civil Government, we have not thought it
expedient, during the present session, to institute any
proceedings. The recent decision of the Judges of
England, confirming that interpretation of the Jaw
which we have olways advocated, bas clearly esta-
blished the right and statps of every branch of the
Church of Scotland planted in a British colony.  We
look forward, now at lengdh, with some confidence,
to a faithful aud imparctial carrymg out of this deci-
sion. Wearied with the protracted agitation of the
Clergy Reserve question, from which so many evils
have arisen within the province, we are willing to
leave the settlement of it entirely to the Imperial Pac-
liament, To this acquiescence we are the more rea-
dily brought, from a persuasion that no exertion will
be spared on the part of your Commitice to secure for
the Presbyterian population of Canada an equituble
proportion of this propenty for the maintenanco of re-
Jigion. It is with deep and unteigned thankfuluess to
the Lord God omnipotent, who reigneth over all, that
we view this long continued and embittered contro-
wersy s now at lastterminated in a maaner that leaves
210 blot on any part of our proccedings. We think
we may justly clain for ourselves and for our people,
that we have long borue injustice with patience; that
we defended our cause with great moderation; that
we contemplate our triumph over the opponents of our
just rights without any undue exultation, and cannow
review the unmerited censure and arrogant pretens
sions of those who soughtto place their feet upon our
necks, without any filure of that charity which hopeth
al! things. Looking forward now to the fuller aid
that may be granted us, for relicving the mournful
spiritual destitution that prevails around us, it will be
our constant study to make any aid we receive, return
with tenfold advantage ypon all the interests of the
commonwealth.

We have farther to inform your Committee, that
the long pending negotiations for admitting the United
Synod of Upper Canada into connexion with us, have
been brought during our present session 10 u success-
ful termination.  This ¢ has in various forms
oceupied the deliberations of our Church courts since

their first formation in 1832, The body referred 10
liad existed for many years previously, and was iu-
creasing in numbers and influence.  Ata time, when
only one or two ministers from the Church of Scotland
had seuled in Upper Canadu, several Dresbyteriun
ministers from other bodics in the United Kingdom
had emigrated hither, und had gathered under their
care congregations, composed in ne small proportion
of persons who originaily belonged to our ion ;
most of whom, theugh attached to their present pas-
tors, held fast alt their former principles and predilec-
tions, and still sought to be rezarded as in fellowship
with the Mother Chureh.  This body of miuisters,
whose services to the Preshyterian cause and 1o the
general interests of religion, we cordially acknow-
ledge, had risen so much in the estimation of the lo-
cal government, that theie application for pecuniary
aid was favorably entertained, and that it might be
granted in such 1 manner as to promote the quict
of the colony, and also that the government might not
have to provide for two divisions of the same church,
it was recommended in a degpatch from Sir Georgo
Murray, thea one of Iis Mujesty’s Principal Sccreta-
ries of State for the Colonies, that we, with the United
Synod, should form ourselves into one church, and in
the faith that this would be speedily accomplished,
the ministers of the United Syunod were placed upon
the same footing in respect of pecuniary wid, as the mi-
nisters in connexion with the Church of Scotland.—
After the patronage of the governmznt had thus been
extemded to them, various difficulties started up in the
way of the proposed wunion, varying in their aspects
during cvery successive year; but the desired con-

jon still appeared o be brovght nearer.  The
Tate political disturbances, and the changes now con-
templated in the civil government have had their influ-
ence in hastening the seul of this measure.—
Daring last winter, and pending the discussion on
the Clergy Reserve billin the Legistature, the friends
of the charch, both in the Asscmbly and in the Coun-
cil, in order o secure for L'resbyterians a fairsharein
the distribution of the property, favored a proposition
that in so far as regarded the census of Presbyterians,
thz United Synod should be held as included in the
Synoid of Canada, in connexion with the Church of
Scotland, and the bill passed the Coloniat Legislature
with this provision.  This comprehension indeed was
made without any formal consent sought or obtained
from our people, or any of our Church courts.  But
the members who proposed it had loug been distin-
guished a5 tho most able and zealous advocates of the
vights of the Chuich of Scotland, aud the warmest
fricads of the Presbyterian cause; they were well ae-
quainted with the state of he negotiations for the ad-
mission of the United Synod into our body, and were
fully persuaded that every difficulty was so far obviat-
ed, that nothing remained but the formal completion
of the act by the respective ecclesiastical judicatures,
At this, our first mecting, since these proceedings
wuk place in the Legishuure, circumstances have so
larmoniously combined, that the act of admission
Lias been concluded with an almest perfeet unanimity,
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By this step we have brought within our pnle sezen-
teen ministers, exercising a pastornl superntendence
over flocks that have been collectively cstimared at
10,000, all professing adherence o our standurds of
fuith and worslup.  In this measure, while we have
carefully maintained every one of our distinctive prin
ciples, we have set an example of fraternal coule-
scence, in a community, presenting a scene of division
in religious matters of which those nccustomed only
to the state of the church in Scotland, can scarcely
form an idea; and, as we firmly trust, we bave re-
moved causes of disunion for the future, the conse-
quences of which, had the two bodies cominued
apart, could not have been contemplated without dis-
may, we may now indulge more agrecable anticipa-
tions. It i3 now within the power of the government
to make a more economical disiribution of the funds
appropriated for the support of religion; and it will
now be more within our power to unite congregations
that have hitherto been divided, to carry out more
fully our spiritual discipline, and 10 combine more
effectually for the organization and supply of vacant
congregations.  When we reflect onthe healing spirit
that has of late fallen upon the National Church of
Scottand, and the Fresbyterian Church of Ireland,
we are inspired with the greater solicitude to follow
their example, so faras the divessity of our circum-
stances will admit; and we feel assured that you will
be gratified with the issue, and approve of the prin-
ciples by which we have been guided.

With the most sincere and heartfelt gratitude we
have received intelligence of the Kind and liberal spirit
with which you have regarded our scheme for the es-
tablishment of’ a college for general cducaion and
theology.  We are gratified 10 perceive that you ne-
quicsce in the judgment that we have formed of its
indispensable necessity, and that you are disposed to
lend us such aid as the chiristian public may put it in
your power to give. That there are multitudes in the
United Kingdom who will respond liberally to your
call, in our behalf, we do not entertain o doubt.  Are
not we, who in our great need look to you for assist-
ance in this geeat- undertaking, vour brethren accord-
ing to the flesh, and fcllow-heirs of the same hope ?
‘The experience of the last few years has demonsira-
ted that you canmot, except in the most spaving and
insufficient measure, send amorg us, ministers educa-
tedin your Universities. How then can you better
evinco your regard for us than by assisting us in found-
ing a University among oursclves, at which the na-
tive-born youth may be trmined up for the serviee of
the sanctuary? The progress that we kave made in
this undertaking, considering that our cfiorts have as
yet only been very partial, is in o high degree encour-
aging.  Subscriptions have bccr_x reported amounting
to upwards of £15,000, and of these aboutr £5000
have alveady been paid into the hands of the Treasurer.
We have commenced this work in a season of grent
depression in temporal things.  If it shall please God
again to send us prosperity we may reap 2 liberality
exceeding that which our most sanguine friends have
anticipated. i

As 'you have been pleased to promise us your coun-
tenance in this undertaking, and o require from us a
declaration of our views in regard to the principles on
which itis o be conducted, we ave happy tohave it
in our power to make such statcments, as we believe
will afford you the most complete smisfaction.  Itis
our object to aford the means of 2 Eberal education,
such as may bo obtained at & Scottish University.—
All the predilections of the trustees are in favor of the
Scottish system, and 1hat it may be tansplanted here,
the appointment of the Principal and one rofessor

Letter to the Committee on Colonial Chwrches.

hasbeen develved upon your Cormittee.  “The Synod
have entered upon no details of regulationy this duty
belongs by statute to the trustees.  But as they are all
members of the churel, and most of them members
of the Synod, we icel warranted in saying, that it will
afford them, us a body, the highest gratification to re-
ceive from you, through the Principal, or through any
other channel, such suggestions as you may deem im-
portmni. 1o reference to the curricolum of study for
theological students, the Synod has deferved all peo-
ceedings, until the arrival of the Principal, under
whose care the students of divinity will for a time bo
placed.  But we beg to assure your Commiuee, that
the Synod entertain the deepest conviction of the ne-
cessity of a competent education in candidates for tha
holy minisiry ; that we are resolved not to lower the
standard of ministerial qualification established by
the Church of Scotland ; and that so far us it shall
be inour power, we shall endeavor to make this Co-
loninl Church waorthy of that from which we have
sprung.  For this purpose we crave, not only your
pecuniary aid, but-the benefit of your counsel and
experience: and were this communicated to us by
deputation from you to this country, it might at once
strengihen our hands and greatly incrcase your inte-
rest in our affuirs. We bave recorded our approba-
tion of the conduct of thie teustees of Queen’s College
in appointing the Rev. Dr. Cook of Quebec, and the
Rev. Wm. Rintoul of Streetsville to represent the
claims of thig institution; and while we have entire
confidence in the wisdoms and ability with which
these brethren will fulfil the task assigned them, we
would, with most respeciful carnestess, impress up-
on your Committee, that a deputation from the Gene-
al Assembly 1o examine and report on the state of
religion and cd-ication in this province, and to advo-
cate our cause in Scotland, would in our judgment be
of esseutial service to the interests of the Presbyteria; -
Church i Canada. -

It is with feelings of sincere gratification and hum-
ble thankfuluess to God, that we inform you of the
subordination and harmony prevailing among the dif-
ferent judicawwes of the church.  You will the mnore
readily attribute this 10 u right cause when you consi-
der their recem formation, the inexperience of most
of their members in the rales and forms of ecclesias-
tical proceedings, und the many new and difficult
cquestions that have been forced upon our delibera-
tivns.  Cases of ordinary discipline we have reason
1o believe ave wiscly and faithfully managed by our
Kirk Sessions.  References to the higher courts have
been fow. Since we were constituted into a Synod we
have been under the puinful necessity of deposing ono
minister and suspending two, one of whom has been
restored ; and in several instances we have had to em-
ploy strong measures to preven: ministers deposed in
Scotland from intruding themselves upon the people,
as if they were still entitled to discharge the duties
of the ministry.  The submission that is yielded to0
ecclesinstical authority, and u didereet moderation in
its exercise, have hitherto vendered it unnecessary for
us to hiave frequept recourse to you for connsel and
advice.  Weadvert to these circumstances, being as-
sured of your congratulations, that by the grace of
God, we ave enabled, in peace and quictness, 1o main-
tain the order of his house.

We have felt it to be our duty 1o enter into frater-
nal correspoadence with the Presbyterian Church of
Ircland, of whoso members a very considerable mun-
ber are found wixed up in our congregations. The
alject of this correspordence is to drw more closely
the boads of union bewween us and that church; not
only because of its communion with the Church of
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Scotland, but because we have received and will
doubtless continue to receive large uccessions from it,
and are desirous to obtain from it some ministerinl ln-
borers to aid us in this extensive fieckl. We have
also exchanged letters of fraternal regand with the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and
with the Synod of the Reformed Duwch Chuich, in
the United States: the former has lately, with aspirit
worthy of the primitive age, borne its testimony
against some dangerous crrors that had insidiously
crept into it, and has asserted the pure doctrine and
discipline of the Presbyterian standards—the latter,
though existing among a people proverbially given w
change, has maintained with remarkable constancy
the good order and scriptural faith of their fathers.—
‘We have been induced to enter into this correspon-
dence from a variety of circumstances which need
not here be adverted to; but above all, that we may
cultivate friendly rclations with those who, on this
continent, not only hold the truth as it is in Jesus, but
who acknowledze those symbols, and bear thai dis-
tinctive name by which we are known as a branch of
the Catholic Church.

Regarding, as we always do, with intense and afiec-
tionate interest, our native land and the national
church in which we have been blessed, we cannot re-
frain from expressing our deep sympathy for your be-
loved Zion in her present stateof perplexity and teial.
For our brethcen and companions sakes, we can never
ceasetosay, ¢ peace be within thee.”  Our hope and
prayer i3, that she shall be brought out of the furnace
as gold purified by the fire.  \With an aficction undi-
minished by distance and long separation, we bear
her up in our remembrance befora a throne of grace.
We can look calmly on her dangers, free from those
fears and distractions incident to a nearer positioy,
and we think we can see through the dissolving cloud,
the promise of a brighter day. Even on this side of
the Adantic, we feel the impulse of that more vigor
ous life to which, by the reviving influences of the Holy
Spirit, she has been raised.  We look around for the
outcasts of Israel, and we behold herembracing them.
We wmn to the benighted millions of Asia, and wo
discern her energetic Missionaries prepuring in their
schools, instruments which God may employ for the
regeneration of their country.  We have seen what
munificence she has displayed in carrying the Gospel
to the poor and desolate places in her own tervitory.
We have witnessed her stand nobly forth in the de-
fence of truth, and offer the right band of felowship
o all who love it5 and we firmly believe that the
treo bearing such fruit, though much shaken by the
winds, will not be blasted or overthrown in the
displeasure of God.

On our part, we may be permitted 1o declare,
that, asa church, we are deeply sensible of the so-
Iemn_responsibilities of that position in which we
have been pluced by that Gracious Redeemer, who
determines the bounds of our habitation, and appor-
tions to his servants their sphere of Iabour. The
population of this colony has increased, and doubt-

less will continue to increase, with greae rapidity; andit
such i3 the fertility of our soil and the extent of our
territovy, that, within much less than a century, it
will provably be reckoned by millions. Furecasting
what the character of future settlers shall be, werare-
fearful lest it should too nearly resemble what we al-
ready witnessed, in those crowds of human beings,
drawn for the most part from the poorer classes in-
our native land, many of them indifferently instrucied
in the great principles of religion, and not a few of
them of depraved habits, who seck a home here,.and=
are more intent on the conveniences of a presens:
world, than thoughtful of we weil-being of their im-~
mortal nature, and consequendy in danger of sinkings
mo that state of spiritual jgnorunce and unconcerns
which surely leads to the laxity of morals and civil?
disorder.  \We have around us, every where, the most
melancholy evidence of the tendency of our emigiant
population, and especially of their descendants in the
first and second degree, to assume a character mourn-
fully different (vom that which distinguished their ori-
ginal kindred.  With what pain do we often witness
persons bearing the Scottish name, yet defuced of all
the peculior excellencies of their progenitors ; religion
cast aside by them aitogether, or held in some one
of its most fanatical and corrupted forms! Pope:
also, you are aware, bas an extensive foothold among
the settlers of French origin, and is continually gain-
ing fresh accessions from Ircland; und this, with the
irreligion that is borne hither on the tide of emigra-
tion, afflicts our spirits and fills us with alarm. Qur
only hopeis in God, and in the sure belief that his
word wiil prevail.  And we trust that all our ministers
are faithful in decloring it and in watehing over their
flocks with vigilance and prayer.  Aundst the many
difiicultics that beset us, we presume to say that we
are sincerely desirous of raising up a church, on the
foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ
himself being the chief corner stone, thut shall bo
preserved to diffuse its blessings on all coming ge-
nerations.

In this work, venerable fathers and brethren, we
ask your counsel, assistance, and prayers. And in
particular we crave your attention to those who are
about to cmigiate from vur native land 1o this Pro-
vince. Witk carnestoess do we entreat you to ad-
monish thom to constancy in the faith, and to furnish
them, on their departure, with the requisite testimo-
nials, enjoining them to seck, immediately on their
arrival in this country, the fellowship of the church.

With fervent prayers for the divine blessing upon
vour many and faithful labours, we remain, Reverend
Fathers and Brethren, your unworthy fellow-labourers
in the gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

In name, and by appointment of the Synod of the

Presbyterian Church of Canada, in connexion
with the Church of Scotland, and in their pre-
sence ut Toronto, Upper Canada, this seventh
day of July, 1840
(Signed) HUGH URQUHART,
Moderalor.
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Letter to the General Assembly in the United States.

LETTER TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF TUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN-THES
UNITED STATES.

The Synod of the Preshylerian Church of Canada in conneviow with the Church’ of”
Scotlund, to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian- Chwrch in the United-

States.

EsTEEMED AND Brroveo BreTunes ix CunrisT,

In continuing the fraternal coirespondence,
which, with a view to our mutual advantage, we have
agreed to hold, we greatly rejnice that we are now
able to congratulate you, not only on the vindication,
in the supreme civil court, of the important measure,
which, in purging your church from ervor and irregu-
larity, you were compelled to adopt, and the legal
sanction which, at the same time, you have obtained,
10 the great principle of religious liberty, ihat the
awards of pure ecclesiastical discipline are beyond
the control or interference of the civil wibunals 5 but
also on the many happy results which have since fol-
lowed, and the comparative peace am! prosperity
which, as a church, you now enjoy. e teust and
pray that this peace and prosperity may long prevail,
und that your church, freed from the shackles which
error and irregularity had imposed upon her, may
continue and extend, with growing encrgy and suc-
cess, her labours of love for the advancement of pure
religion within your own borders, and for the exten-
sion of the’ Redeemer’s kingdom in heathen lands.

We sympathize with you, at the present moment, in
the happy results of that noble stand for the cause of
evangelical religion, which, in the face of many difli-
culiies, you have been cnabled 1o malic, the more
deceply, that the Church of Scotland, which we are
delighted to recognize with you as “our common
mother,” and which isbound to us by ties of peculiar
tenderness and strength, is now involved in difticuhies
not dissimilar in some respects to these with which
you have had to contend, and which at least have
called her to stand forth, as the assertor of the same
spiritunl independence of the chureh of Clrist, which
you have becn honoured to maintain, and that in cou-
sequence she now awakens not a htile of the swne
interest and sympathy which of late we estended o
you. In recailing the struggle which you have had
to make, and in congratulating you o its happy re-
sults, we are led to cherish more confidently the hope,
that good 10 the church of our fathers will evenuully
be brought out of present cvil, and that the Great
Head of the church will overrule the troubles in which
she isinvolved, for the advancement of religion, pure
and undefiled. Indced you will rejoice to learn, that
God scems to be refreshing that church with many
cxpressions of his favour, and that while a spirit of
Missionary enterprise has been poured out upon her,
not a few genuine revivals at home have at the same
time been repairing her desolations; and although
you may differ from us as to some of the features of
her present struggle, we doubt not that you will unite
with us in the hope which we have expressed con-
cerning her, and feel its influcnce to be a new bond
of fraternal sympathy and love.

With regard to our own peculiar interest, we are
hoppy to inform you that, although the number of
Jabourers in the wide ficld which we cultivate, is
still far, very far from being adequate 20 the removal
of the religious destitution which prevails around us,

our prospects for the fiitire, are fac more favorable®
than when we Just hod the honour of addressing you.

In our last communication we informed you, that.
we had it in contemplution “ to establish a Theologi-
cal Seminary for training pious youths from among"
ourselves for the work of the Holy Minisury.”  Aud*
it gratified and cheered us not a little to learn of yourr
sympathy with us in this importart undertaking.~—-
Since that tine, our schente has been commenced onr
u scale far more extensive than we could then vens
ture to belicve practicable. Our people have been
appealed to for wssistance, and most nobly have they
responded 1o the cally our beloved mother church
of Scotlund, still amidst her own engrossing troubles,
extending to us her maternal care, has warmly en-
couraged and liberally aided the undertaking ; a Bill
for the establishment of a Literary, Sciemtific, and
‘Theological Institution, to be called Queen’s College,.
and 10 be erccted at Kingston, has passed the Provin-
cial Legislawure, und obtained the sanction of the
Crown; und we ure not without bopes that the Insti-
tution may b in operation by the ensuing winter, and
may, on a scale adapted to the present wants and
capabilities of the Province, be pouring forth that
stream of knowledge, human and divine, which, wo
trust, in 3ts increasing flow, is yet to purify, and
enrich, and gladden the land.

At the same time, we have been enabled, during
our present session of Synod, to bring successfully to.
a close long pending uegotintions respecting the gn-
corporation With us of the ministers und congrega-.
tionsof a body of Presbyteriuns in these Provinces,
hunownby ihe name of the United Synod, and holding
the same standards of doctrine and discipline with
ourselves—a measure which will add not a litde o
our numbers, and which will contribute still more, by
promoting unity among Presbyteriaus, to ourinfluence
cificiency, and strength.

We are also happy in being able to inform you,
that we have now been relieved from the embargass-
meat of a long and painfully agitated question—the
question of the Clergy Rescrves—with the details of
which it is unnecessary to trouble you, but which
procduced and kept alive an evil spirit of jealousy and
rivalry bewween our Church and the sister Church of
England; und that, by the unanimous decision of the
judges of Englaud, the right of our Church to impor-.
tant privileges and advantages, in this and other co-
lonial dependencies of the British Crown, bhas been
determined.

"These occurrences have added in the meantime
to our present opportunities of usefulness, and are
speecially cheering, as encouraging us to unticipate
the timie when o budy of pious labourers somewhat
propordioned in number to the extent of our wants,
and fitted by local avachment and early habits for
the work they have 10 do, may be raised up under
our own cye, and may go forth to cultivate the waste
places of our vineyard, and to hasten on amongst
us the coming of the time, when, instead of the thorn
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-shall'como up tho fir tree, and instead of tho briar
shall como up'the myrtlo tree, and when the desest
shall rejoice and blossem as the rose.
But while we tell you of our fuvourable progress,
-and cheering prospects, we are very for {rom believing
that our time of difficulty and trial is past. Infidelity,
heresy, disorder, vice, still extensively prevail around
us, and aggravated by the civil troubles which have
now for-some time harrassed us, present a more de-
termined front than ever to tho progress of the gospel.
Coldness, worldliness, formality, at the same time,
still too ‘often characterize even those who are called
by our name, or who profess, nnder other names, to
be the followers of the Lord Jesus. And when we re-
flect on these-things and compare the smallness of our
.resources with the vast and formidable field of Iabour
in which we are engaged, we feel that much difliculty
and trial are yet-before us, and even amidst our
brightening prospects we are oft ready to despond.
Our trust is in the help of God, (for vain is the
help .of man,) and in that sure word of promise

which has given this, as all the nations of the earth,
to Christ for a possession.  VWe are longing and pray-
ing and waiting for the out pouring of the Spirit from
on high, to revive the work of grace in our own
hearts, and tor breathe upon the dry bones around us
that they may live—and we affectionately and earn-
estly crave, esteemed and beloved Brethren in Christ,
an iterest it your prayers.

The effectual fervent prayer of the rightcous availeth
much. Qur own prayers shall not fuil to ascend on
your behalf, and our warmest desire is that we may
not be forgotten in yours.

In name, and by appointment of the Synod of the
Presbyterian Church of Canada, in connexion
with the Church of Scotland, and in their pre-
sence at Toronto, Upper Canada, this seventh
day of July, 1340.

(Signed) HUGIHT URQUHART,
Moderator.

THE DREAMERS.

All the days of sinful nature ave dark night,
in which thereis no right discerning of spiritual
things, and our heads arestill full of new
«dreams which keep us sleeping. Asin 2 deep
sleep; our soul is bound up and drowned in
flesh; a surcharge of the vapours of gross sen-
sible things, that we glut ourselves withal;
and the conditition of our wisest thoughts, in
relation to our wisest thoughts, in relation to
our highest good, are nothing but dreams and
reveries. A man will not readily think so while
he is in them. We do not perccive the vanity
of our dreams till we awake. Sometimes ina
drenm a man will have such a thought, thatit

s but a dream, yet doth he not thoroughly sce

the folly thereof, but goesoninit. A natural
maen may have sometimes a glance of such
thoughts, that all these things he is either tur-
moiling or delighting in, are vanity, yet he
awakes not, out raves still in them, he shiftsa
little, turns on his bed as a door on its hinges
‘but turns.not off: does not rise.

But the spiritual-minded christian, that is in-
deed awake, and looks back on his former
thoughts and ways,oh! how does he disdain him-
self and all his former high fancies that he was
:most pleased with finding them dreams! Oh!
what a fool, what a wretch was I, while my
head was full of such stufl; building castles in
the air, imegining and catching at such gains
and such preferments and pleasures; and cither
they still running before me that I could not
overtake them, or if I thought I did, what have

I now, when Iscewhatit is, and find that T’
have embraced a shadow ? false hopes, and
fears, and joys. JHe thinks he hath caten, and
his soul is emply.—Isaiah xxix.

And you that will sleep on, may ; but sure
Tam when you come toyour death-bed, if pos--
sible you awake then, you shall ook back with
sad regret upon whatsoever you most esteemed
and gloried in under the sun.  'While they are
coming toward you, they have some show ; but
as a dream that is past, when these gay things
are flown by, then we see how vain they are.
As that laxurious king caused to be painied on
his tomb two fingers as sounding one upon
another, with that word, all is not worth so
much.

I know not how men make a shift to satisfy
themselves ; but, take a sober and awakened
cliristian, and and sct him in the midst of the
best of all things that are here, his heart would
burst with despair of satisfaction, were it not
for a hope that he hath, beyond all that this
poor world either attains or 1s secking after.

Oh'! the blessed Gospel, revealing God in
Christ, and calling up sinners to communion
with him, dispelling that black night of igno-
rance and accursed darkness, that otherwise
had never ended, buf passed onto an endless
night of eternal misery ! Says not Zacharias
with good reason in his song, (Lukei.) that it
was through the tender mercy of God, that this
day-spring from on high did visit us >—Leigh-
{on.
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Thermometer. Barometer.
DATE.: WEATHER.
9a.m9r. all 9a. M. | 9ot
July 1 | 63°| 59°f 29.15 29.18 ||Partly cloudy.
2 4 61 57 .18 .26 |[Fair and clear.
3 64 59 .29 .29 |IDivo, ditto.
4 69 | 63 .34 .34 [|Ditto, ditto. .
5 71 66 37 +34 {Ditto, ditto. .
6 | 73 | 66 .34 .28 |IDitto,  ditto.
7 73 66 .23 -20 JIPartly cloudy.
8 69 67 .11 | 28.98 {ICloudy a. m., misty, moderate showers, thunder p. m.
9 69 69. 28,97 | 29.00 |[Cloudy 2. m., clear p. m.
0 73 71 29.13 .13 [iFair and clear.
11 75 79 .15 .11 [IDitto, ditto, distant thunder p. m.
12 78 73 «11 | 28.93 {[Partly cloudy, thunder and rain in the night.
13 76 70 28.74 .73 {|Partly cloudy, showers p. m., windy.
14 69 73 .87 <96 ||Fair and clear.
5 74 78 29.06 | 29.07 ||Ditto, ditto.
16 78 81 .06 .05 ||Ditto, ditto, windy, lightning.
17 75 71 .06 .08 {ICloudy a. m., heavy thunder shower and rainy p. m.
18 70 68 .11 .03 ||Fair and clear.
19 69 61 28.95 .14 ||ICloudy a. m., clear p. m. »
20 G5 65 29.19 +15 |iFair.and clear.
21 71 70 .15 .16 }|Ditto  ditto.
22 72 70 . .17 .09 {|Diwto ditzo.
23 66 66 28.96 | 28.90 |Very rainy.
24 66 65 98 | 29.09 |IFair and clear.
25 68 66 29.17 .21 {iDitte. ditio.
26 70 72 .23 .26 |[fPartly cloudy.
7 75 72 27 .19 |iCloudy a. m., clear p. m.
28 77 63 28,99 | 28.90 ||Cloudy a. m., heavy thunder showers p. m.
29 63 65 29.14 | 29.09 {iParty cloudy.
30 72 67 .15 .14 {|Ditto, ditto, slight shower in the night.
31 70 68 .15 .13 jiDitto, ditto, distant thunder at night.
Means.]70.61 1 68.1 | 29.12 | 29.11

Mean temperature of the month, 69 °

. 36. THighest, 89 °. Lowest 48 ©,



