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The age in which we live has been regarded and spoken of ag very practical,
and highly utilitarian. In some respects, and with certain limitations, this
statement is true. Men and things are regarded and approved according to
hen’s estimate of their utility. This is at%east the test which some profess to
Ipply. But in‘the judgment of every candid mind, there is another questicn
which must first be settled, before we can sit asimpartial judgesin this matter,
sriry the conduct of others whether it is useful or not. 'We have to decide by
_what standard we are to judge of the usefulness of things and acts—for in this
there will be a great diversity of opinion. For example, if we take the opinion
of one class of men vespecting the standard of utility, or what objects and pur-
suitg are really useful, we will be foreed to this conclusion, viz., that their pro
jeets, pursuits, and pleasures are alone deserving to be regarded as useful;
while the pursuits of all others are not worthy of any regard in comparisen to
theirs, Some have such contracted views of the usefulness of all actions Lut
their own, that they regard the labours of many in the community as useless.
And this only on their own judgiment, they cannot see the advantage the labors
of those engaged in mental pursuits can be td the commercial or mechanical
prosperity of the general community, or how they can promote the material
prosperity or physical happiness of the massesof the nation. And just because
they cannot trace the connection that exists between mental cultivation and
material prosperity, they deny that such a connection exists. Thus men set-
ting up their own contracted and prejudiced judgment, as the standard of what
Buseful, decide hastily and partially, Hence those foolish statements uttered
by vain and ignorant men, against o long course of mente! and moral training,
norder to fit men for certain important positions and callings in life. Sue
8 thurss of training has been regarded and spoken of by them as a needless
waste of time and means, which might have been more usefully employed. Even
the time and means s(i)ent in teaching and enforcing the knowledge of God, cur
daty to fear, love, and obey him, the duty of holiness, of benevolence, and cha-
nty. The knowledg;e of man’s relations and character, of his duty and destiny,
éa,vq been regarded 8s mis-spent, and those engaged in such pursuits, acd
tecking such ends, have been designated the idle dreamers and drones of
saciety.  But if we take an enlarged and proper view of men and events, of
Uieir ‘operation and influence on the world, we will judge very differently.
Sarely that which is good for man’s soul, that which tends to ennoble his
Ratare, to raise it above depraving and degrading influences, to develope 11

t
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that is great and good in bis nature, to fit him for and confer on him new
enjoyments, to fit him for new and enlarged spheres of usefulness—that,
s;llrely, must be the good and useful ; and hereit is *“ Godliness is profitable fur
all things.”

1. What is Godliness? and 2. What arc some of its alvantages? A few
remarks on each of these queries— :

1. What is Godliness ? We might reply very briefly to this question. 1y
saying that Godliness is true religion—true picty. But though this definition
of godliness may be plain enough to some minds, to others it may not be su
plain, ar:d require to be illuatrated just as much as the subject defined—What,
tuer, is godliness? what principles, dispositions, thoughts, and acts does it
comprise ?

1. It comprises a proper Scriptural knowledge of God’s perfections and cha
racter. God is the object of this knowledge, as far as he has revealed himself
or can be known by man. This is the very first element of godliness. I
comprises or implies a knowledge of God, not only ag the Crentor, preserver.
and proprietor of all things, who has manifested his glorious perfections in all
the worEs of his hands ; but also, as the God of providence and grace, as he
has made known his character and perfections in his Word. The testimony of
God’s works and Word respecting his existence and perfections agree, what the
one declares the other corroborates. The eyes of true godliness see the visille
glories of the invisible God in all his works. God, by the light of the truth
and by the power of hie Ifoly Spirit, has removed from the mental eyes of the
Chrristian those films of sin which so much obscured his spiritual vision, and
he sees and acknowledges the Divine perfections in all things. This vision of
God’s glories in all things not only satisfies the soul of the beliover, that Gul
is, and that he is the rewarder of those who diligently seek kim, but itals
furnishes matter for devout meditation, holy thought, and comfort. It is the
Christian alone who can view the clear and indelible marks of God’s presence
and character in his works. Ile sees in all things many and indubitable evi
dences of the divine perfections. To him all things appear to be full of God,
The heavens, the earth, the air and sea, all animate and inanimate ereatures,
all rational and irrational beings, proclaim to him the glory of God, thus—

¢ The soul that sees bim, or receives sublimed
New fuculties, or learns, at least, to employ
More worthily the powers she hud befove,
Discerns in all things what, with stupid gaze
Of ignorance, till then she overlooked.
A ray of heavénly light gilding all forms
Terrestrial, in the vast and the minute,
The unambiguous footsteps of the God,
Who gives its lustre to an insect’s wing,
And wheels his throne upon the rolling worlds.”

<~ But the God whom the Christian knows and receives, is the God revealed it
Scripture. **Who is love. Who so loved the world that he gave his only be

gotten Son, that whososever Lelieveth in him might not perish, but might lase
everlasting life,” whom be knows as the God and Father of his Saviour, who
is possessed of every conceivable perfection, the author of all things, und the
finisher of his faith.

2. In connection with the knowledge of God, godliness comprises or implies
the existence of devout reverential feelings. This is invariably the case where
piety exists. To God, though unseen, the heart of the believer rises spontant
ously in feelings of holy devotion, faith, and delight. On him his hopes rest
with feelings of a deep and holy complacency. From the daily toils of life
from the allurements of the world, from the sorrows and cares of our earthly
state, from the darkness and sufferings of bodily pain or family bereavements,
from the pressure of hopes disappointed—the soug of the believer, under the

|
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sustaining and consoling influence of God’s Word, the promptings and draw-
inms of God's Spirit, rises above ail these trials to Iim who is the svurce of all
light, peace, hope and joy. "The believer thus dwells in God, and God in him.
But these emotions and outgoings of the soul to God are not the only marks of
true godliness, There is—

3d. A strong respect for God’s honour. This daily controls the Christian
this springs from an earnest faith in God’s presence and promises. Sin iu
evcty form becomes very hateful to him in whom true piety exists. e hates
it heeause of its evil cffects on all in whom it esists, but espec: 'ly because it
is a dishonour offered to God. The love of Gud, through Christ, ‘“ constrains
him to live not to himself, but to him who loved him and gave himself for
him.” He is led by convictions of the love of God, to cherish earnest gratitude
to Him who is the author of all his mereies. 1le thinks of himself as God's

ruperty, created and sustained by his power and goodness, all that he possesses
Ea:e come from Gd. Ilis bodily powers, his mental faculties, all his attain-
mentg, all his enjoyments, are God’s. Hence, too, all hiszeal far God. Ience
in his conduct is found “ whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are
just, holy, and pure.” ITe thinks on these things, and does them.

1. What ave some of the advantages of godliness? The Apostle declares
“that gadliness is profitable to all things,” 7.c. it subserves man’s best interests,
both present and future, physical and spiritual. This opens up a very wide
ficld, to survey whicn would require much time and earnest labour. Dut it
would repay all our labour and time. We can presently, however, present only
a few remarks illustrative of the general truth, that godliness is profitalle to
all things. And wo observe

1. That godliness is profitable to bodily health. When we make this state-
ment, we do not s~y that there are no exceptions to its general and universal
application. It does not mean that all godly or truly religious persvns are
eompletely free from bodily infirmities or discases, for the truly pious areliable
to these as well as others.” They may possess n weak and sickly constitution;
they may he exposed to the visits or ravages of disease as weil as others; their
piety does not always exempt them from ‘“the pestilence which walketh in
darknesg, or from the destruction which wasteth at noon-day.” Nor do we
mean that religion is in all cases a sovereign specific for every form of disease
with which the frail human body may be visited. But we do mean and say,
that religicn tends greatly to secure and promote health. It will not be denied
thut many - f the diseases by which man’s life is rendered miserable, and cut
short, spring from foll» and vice, from intemperance in many forms. Viceand
intemperance are the causes of many diseases; they also aggravate their malig-
nity and hinder their cure, These vices cannot be profitable to the health or
happiness of ary one. Try to recal to your mind the appearance of the vicious
or the drunkard, the sickly appesrance, the ruined constitution, the body soon
£ destroyad and brought to an untimely grave. Such fearful effects can never
take place, when true religion controlsthe man. Religion teaches all those in
8 whose sonl sho abides, to shun all such sinful and destructive courses; she
f teachies man to do himself no harm, to esteem highly the approbation of God,
® to prefor his love and service to every other object, and that his love can only
b besccured by acting as he has enjoined. Religion teaches man, that God de-
sires his happiness, and that this end can be secured in no other way than by
j doing the will of God from the heart, and by avoiding those sins which work
b such +ire effects on man’s life and happiness. Godliness opposes this and all
P other sins. It presents the mast powerful motives to purity and sobriety; it
j threatens man with God’s displeasure, with his wrath and curse both now and
hereafter.  Thue it terds to keep men from the haunts of sin, and thus helps to
| secure man’s bodily health. But
2. Godliness is profitable to worldly success. It may be remarked here, ag
g sbove, that we do pot afirm that the Christian is always prosperous, or that all

who are prosperous it. the world are Christians. Nor is it possible to state all
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that lead to prosperity. These are very many ; and there is often manifested
in and over all theso causes and circumstances, the superintending care and
controlling providence of God. But we say that godliness tends to premote
worldly success. It does 8o, hecause it tends to promcte those virtues that are
essential to man’s success in life, Itenjoinsall such virtues as industry, eco-
nomy, sobriety, prudence, and honesty, all which virtues are essential to true
success in life. We all know that *slothfulness casteth into & deep sleep, and
an idle soul shall suffer hunger.” We may sce any day the cffects of indolence,
in the poverty, wretchedness, and sufferings of many. Religion denounces
this vice in the strongest terms. It calls on the sluggard thus, ** Go to the ant,
thou sluggard, consider her ways and be wise ; which, having no guide, over-
seer, nor ruler, provideth her meat in the summer and gathereth her food in the
harvest.” “We commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should
he eat.” Tt is equally opposed to any other vico that crumps and ruins the
efforts of man. 1t enjoins industry, and produces it, where it truly esists. It
leads those in whom it exists to be industrivus, because God has enjoined in-
dustry as a duty. It enjoins these virtues as great moral principles to be loved
and cherished, and also as great principles of action and enjoyment. And the
person who has been brought under their influence, is generally more or less
successful in life. Hobesty, as well as the virtues of industry and economy, is
also eseential to success. And how frequently and forcibly are these enjoined
on all! Honesty tends to secure confidence, to create trust between man and
man. It thus opens up the path to success, and sometimes to wealth, Itis
essontial to the merchant, the mechanie, and to the man of business, in any
calling or pursuit, and it is enjoined in the Word of God with special earnest-
ness ; thus God enjoins, “ Ye shall not steal, neither deal falsely, neither lie
ono to another.” * Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbour, neither rob him.”
“Thou shalt do no unrighteousness in judgment, thou shalt not respect the
person of the poor, neither honour the person of the mighty; but in righteous-
ness shalt thou judge thy neighbour.” *¢ A false balanceis an abomination to
the Lord ;" and by the statement of the Apostle, we learn that injustice in any
form is altogether incompatible with Christianity. IIcsays, *Let him that
stole, steal no more, but labour with his hands, that he may have to give to
him that needeth, Provide things honest in the sight of all men.”” Now, such
are some of the principles on which success in life depends, and the consequence
of acting on these principles must always be beneficial. If the man whois
industrious, prudent, and honest, does not attain to wealth, he is always placed
above poverty. God in his providence rewards these virtues. And we often
see in the world, that men wholive and act under the principles of true religion
have been successful in life, They are the men in whom others confide,
and whom they hold up to their sons as examples worthy of their imitation.
And we may ask you to consider this question—Into whose hands is the greater
part of the real wealth of this and other covntries given? Into the handsof
the industrious, the sober, and the honest. It may be that some have suc-
cceded to wealth by fraud, but these are very rare cases. These statements
respecting the importance of religion tosuceessin life will be further confirmed
if we view the reverse side of the picture. We often see the mournful effects
of indolence, improvidence, and dishonesty. Who are those that generally live
in indolence and die in poverty? Who are the inmates of asylums, infirmaries,
and the poor-house, the jails and penitentiary? Who are those that, in rags
and filth, besiege your doors, and tell their mournful tale of want and woe, and
crave your sympathy and aid? Who but the indolent and vicious, or the vic-
tims of indolence and vice, whose youth has been spent in sinful pleasures or
idle folly? They are often the very persons who have scoffed at religion, whe
have despised its influence, and contemned its virtucs, and now they eat the
fruits of their own ways and are filled with their own devices. They are ex-
periencing all the evils which they have so sedulously prepared for themselves
( To be continued.)
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UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CIIURCII JIISTORY.

BY THE REV. DR, FERRIER, CALEDONIA.

Having now, with considerable minuteness, brought down the history of
the Associate and of the Genoral Associate Synods to the year 1820, the period
of their auspicious union, when they took the title of the United Associate
Synod of the Secession Church, and having described the manner in which
this union was consummated, it is proper, in following out our plan, again to
look back and give some sketch of the history of the other constituent part of
our Church, namely, the Relief Synod, and so far as possible to trace its pro-
ceedings from the time it was constituted into an ecclesiastical Court till, in
1846, it agreed to becoms one with the Secession Church.  After this we shall
be prepared to bring up the history of the United Secession from 1820 to the
same year; and then to describe the preliminaries and consummation of the
Union between these two denominations—forming swhat we call the United
Presbyterian Church. When this is overtaken, if God permit, we may look
at the now fully-organized United Presbyterian Church, in its progress and
operations, from that period to the present day.

Already, as may bo remembered, we gave some account of the causes lead-
ing to the origin and organisation of the Relief Church. We found that in
1761, on ths 22nd of October, three Ministers, with three Elders, met at Col-
ingsburgh, and constituted themselves into a Presbytery, which they called
the Presbytery of Relief. These ministers wore, the Rev, Thomas Gillespie,
Danfermline ; the Rev. Thomas Boston, Jedburgh; and the Rev, Thomas
Colier, Colingsburgh. It is rather remarkable that these three brethren all
bore the same Christian pame, and it is an apostolic name. We trust they
had the blessing of which Christ spake to their prototype when he said, *“Tho-
mas, because thou hast seen me tﬁou hast believed ; blessed are they that
have not scen, and yet have believed.” The constitution of the Presbytery
was an important step in their history. Before this Mr. Colier was in Eng.
land, and had no connection with the cthers; and Messrs. Gillespie and Bos-
ton, although from similar causes they had left the Established Church of
Scotland, had as yet no common tie of connection. They laboured in parts of
the country considerably distant from each other, when there was little facility
for intercourse. The views of these escellent ministers were similar, and
they had embarked on ministerial labours, distinzt from the National Estab--
lishment, in circumstances and for purposes in which there was a sufficient
agreeracnt. But for a suc.ession of years they presented their respective du-
ties without any ministerial intercourse. It would scarcely be expected that
their common cause could advance with much efficiency whilst they remained
isolated. But now that, with a third brother, they were united in an ecclesi-
astical court, they were in some manner prepared for extending their influence
beyond the sphere of their respeotive congregations. They were also prepar-
ed to receive the accession of other ministers to assist them in the cause on
which they had embarked, and to license and ordain young men to the holy
ministry. And in proportion as they succeeded in obtaining new labourers
to co-operate with them, were they prepared to meet the many applications
which from time to time they received for supply of sermon from different
parts of the country. As a Presbytery they formed a centre around which
ministers and people might collect; and they began to be known in the coun-
try as huving a standard raised for affording re%ief to the Christian people
who, in various localities, were oppressed by the rigorous exercise of lay pat-
ronage, or other tyrannical measures by which the Church of Scotland was
now, as it had been for a long time, crippled and corrupted.

It will be impossible for the writer to go into much detail in tra.ciu% the
history of this denomination. We have not the same extent of materials as
for the -histories of the other denominatioLs. It is truethat the Rev..Dr.
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Struthers of Auderson, Glasgow, has written s history of the Relief Chureh.
But vl vur attempts to get hold of a copy of this work (either to borrow or
purchase) have been in vain, It is said to be out of print—a thing which
ougbt not to be allowed, if, as we believe, it does credit to the denomination
whose character and progress it details, and to its regpected and tajented av-
thor.  We are therefore shut up to take such materiais fur our guide as are
presented in the abbreviated history (by the same author) which'is given in
the cheap publieations of the Uunited Presbyterian Church,

It was not long after the Presbytery of Relief was constituted that several
ministers, from vorious denominations, acceded to it, and entered on ministe-
rial labour. ‘They were settled in different parts of the cvuntry. Among these
were the Rev. Messrs. Bain, Simpson, Cruden, Pinkerton, Bell, from tho Is-
tablishment ; Secott, Warren, Neil, Monteith, M. Boston, from the Preslyterian
Dissenters of Fngland; Iutcheson, Kerr, Lawrence, Bonar, James Bonar,
from the Secession ; and Robertson and Auld from the Refurmed Presbytery.
"This was a great accession, and must have been very satisfactory and encour-
aging to the Presbytery—especially as these ministers were all respectable
men, and several of them men of much talent, learning, and eloquence. These
individuals were attracted to the Presbytery of Relief from a persuasion that
the cause in which they wero engaged was seasonable and Seriptural.  They
approved of the liberal views which the Presbytery maintained, as well as of
the peculiar principles which they avowed; and they considered that the
Presbytery was constituted on grounds which were likely to gain upon the

ublic mind, and especially upon serious persons connected with the Estab-
ﬂshment. 1t is welfknown that the peculiarities of the Secession denomina-
tions, however Scriptural they might be, prevented many pious persons in the
Fstablished Church from joining them, as their hearings were not understoud.
But now that o denomination was formed on & mcre general basis, and which,
at the same time, scemed to be consistent with the Word of God, they hesitat-
ed not to leave the National Chureh, and rally around the Relief standard.

During the first ten yeurs this Church had congregations formed in various
parts of the country. Among these were congregations in Edinburgh, Glas-
gow, Kilmarnock, Dunse, Anderson, Kilsyth, Irvioe, Dalkeith, Blair-logie,
Auchtermuchty, Bellshill, Campbelton, Dysart, St. Ninians, Falkirk, and

. Cupar-Fife.

I{)!nny of these congregations arose out of those contentionsin parishes,
where what was called o violent settlement took place. At this period, as
well as earlier, it was no uncommon thing for ministers of the Estallishment
to be ordeined or inducted at the point of the sword ; that is, an army of sol-
diers was necessary to protect the Presbytery from the fury of the people in
thus placing a minister over them in opposition to their consent. Now, how-

- ever, that the Presbytery of Relief was formed it was found that the people
were often so hostile to the settlement of Presentees, that they came off in bo-
dies, semetimes leaving the Established churches empty, and joining this new
. denomination, where they had the free choice of a minister for themselves,
.Xn consequence, the Relief Presbytery became more and more pepular, and,
without injuring either of the Sccession branches, it brought over to its stand-
ard any Godly people from the Establishment who approved of their liberal
principles. i .

.From the rapid increase of this denomination, it was soon found necessary
to divide the Presbytery into two—called the Eastern and the Western, the
ope meeting, wo believe, in Edinburgh, and the other in Glasgow. These

. continued for some yoars without much intercourse, and some diversity of
opinion on different points, as we may find, prevailed between them. They,
however, agreed in their general principles, and after further intercourse they
.game to full coincidence in religious sentiment.

In the year 1772 the two Presbyteries met together for the purpose of better
.understanding -each other’s views and consulting ahout the propriety of erect-
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ing their Charch into & Synod; and on this occasion they freely conversed on
those shades of difference on someo points which it was understood existed.
They diifered abvut cuvenanting, they were not generally opposed to Nationa
Establishments of religion; and they did not even all ngree about what was
afterwards considered the grand distinguishing peculiarity of their Church—
Free Communion, or liberty to sit at the Lord’s Table with visible saints, al-
though of other Christian denominations. *“ At the very first meeting,” says
Dr. Struthers, * which took place between the Eastern and Western Presby-
tery, to consult whether they should constitute themselves a Synod, the ques-
tion as to their terms of communion was introduced as a matter on which
they were divided. When the sons of God met together, this question, like
an evil spirit, appeared in the midstof them. Cruden of Glasgow, and Cowan
of Colingsburgh, wished ministerial and Christian communion restricted to
Presbyterians who were visible saints. ¢.A motion was made by Mr. Cowan.
desiring to know the mind of the meeting, with respect to holding ministerial
and Christian communion with those of the Episcopal and Independent per-
suasion, and with respect to those who are unsound in the essentials of the
Christian faith, particularly by their publications to the world.

““With respect to the last of these, the meeting unanimously agreed, that
their principles did not allow them to hold communion with such.

“¢With respect to the other, viz., ministerial or Christian communion occa-
sonally with those of the Ipiscopal or Independent persuasion, the meeting
being of different opinions, put a vote:—Iold communion with those of the
Episcopal or Independent persuasion ocecasionally, upon supposition always
that they ave by profession visible saints; or not? and the Roll being called.
ad votes marked, it carried, Hold communion. And, therefore, the meeting
iind it agreeable to the princig)les of the Presbytery of Relief to hold commu.
nion occasionslly with such.”

It thus appears that prior to this period the denomination had not been al-
wgether consolidated in sentiment. Nor is this to be wondered at, when we
consider that the ministers compossing these Preshyteries had come from s
mny different bodies of professing Christians. This meeting, however, help-
el them forward to greater uniforinity ; and at the first meeting of Synod to
which they now agreed, they seem, a3 will appear from another quotation, t¢

i have reached such unanimity on the points of former difference as to promise
' for the future harmonious and eflicient co-operation among themselves.
i Itwas in 1773 that the Synod of Relief was first constituted, and on this
i weasion they again held consultation about their principles and design as a
i Chureh ; and now they seem to have come up to one mind as to the import-
ant objects of their Association. In particular, thesubject of Free Communion
was again discussed at this meeting of Synod, and, says Dr. Struthers, *the
wembers of Court, after having had the matter a year before them, gave a de-
lilerate and unanimous judgment on their terms of communion as a religious
dmomination. With respect to the overture concerning wministerial and Chris-
tian communion, the Synod were unanimously of opinilon, that it is agreeable
t:the Word of God and their principles, occasionally to hold communion
vith those of the Kpiscopal and Independent persuasion who are visible
saints.”’

In the circumstances in which this denomination arose, it i3 not surprising
that there was at first, to some extent, o want of unity in plan and operation
aong the ministers. Coming from so many different denominations, at dif-
ferent” times, and from different causes, it could hardly be espected that kin-
dred sentiments and feelings would be matured among them. Some time
w18 necessary to make them acquainted and give them confidence in each
ather, and thus to produce a thorough amalgamation, and direct to a common
2im. They were not long in reaching these. This, their first meeting in Sy-
ud, gave the character and impulse to all their future proceedings.

There were cases, too, where, at the outset, & similar want of unity appaar-




200 PROFESSOR CONANT'S VERSION OF JOR,

¢d among the people. For there is reason to think that a minute attention
could not be paid, in every case, to the character and qualifications of all those
who came to be recognised as members, especially in forming now congrega.
tions. In those cases where the great body of the parishoners at once joined,
it could searcely be expected that the communion would be so pure asit
ought. And, indeed, in these circumstances how could they prevent some
doubtful characters from gaininxf admission? In the Establishment the dis-
cipline is unavoidably lax, as all within parochial hounds havea legal right to
Christian privileges. It was with the Relief Church at first as it was more
rocently with the Free Church, that the movement for forming new congrega.
tions being often made by ¢ a mixed multitude,” who had been acknowledged
members of the Established Church, it was impossible to prevent, in some
cases at least, and in somo degree, an indiscriminate admission. 'Lhus persous
deficient in the attainments of doctrinal knowledge, and even of strict morality,
might sometimes be found on the roll of members ; and at any rate, some who
could not be admitted to congregations more deliberately furmed. We make
these remarks not to expose, but to excuse the denomination, as these occa.
sional defects could not be prevented, but which time would cure. We [ aaw |
that in some cases the same things occurred in the formetion of Secession
Churches, which were acknowledged to be more particular than the Relief.
But as soon as the excitement by which this denomination received large ac-
cessions at first, was cooied down, we believe they proceeded to organize and
enlarge their congregations much in the same way as the different branches
of the Secession.

The Relief Church, now fully organized, and constituted into & Synod, tk
a respectable place among the Presbyterian Dissenting denominations of Seot-
land. Ite influence was felt in the country. The Secession bodies had dume
much for the Christian people, in affording a pure evangelical ministry, espe-
cially where, in the Establishment, cold moral harangues in the pulpit wer
substituted for the Gespel of Christ. They had also done something to coun-
‘teract the abuse of patronage by violent settlements on reclaiming congreg:
tions. Such settlements, however, still prevailed in the country, and the
Establishment required a new check, more directly and exclusively against
this unscriptural invasion on therights of the Christian people. Such a check
was supplied by the Relief Church, and on this 'Foint in particular its infle-
-ence, through the blessing of God, was great. The country required such a
denomination as the Relief, and its appearance and progress were seasonalle,
and found most salutary. ¢ This Church,” says Dr. Strathers, ‘ tended
greatly to put au end to all mobbing and rioting at t..e settlement of unpope-
lar parish ministers, by simply opening up, at a small expense, a plandf
aelief'from the galling yoke of patronage.” In proportion as the cause of the
Relief Church advanced was there a disposition in the Establishment to cor-
.cede to the people the right of choosing their own ministers.

(To be continued.)

PRUFESSOR CONANT'S VERSION OF JOB, XIX. 25-27.
Lerrer No. IL

To the Editor of the Canadian U. P. Magazine.

‘One main ground of objection, in my mind, to Dr. Conant’s criticisms, is his
‘frequent substitution of what seems to be mere assertion instead of logicd
proof. Thas inunswering Tympe’s objection to joining the demonstrative p»
.noun to the noun *this skin,” viz., that the pronoun in Hebrew cannot agre
awith the noun, inasmuch as they are of different genders, Dr. C. tells us tha
““the feminine is used as a neufer.” He gives, however, no reason for this
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sertion, except thav Fwald, Hicligstedst, and Sclottman think so. He quotes,
indeed, a sentence of German from the last, which probably, with simple per-
song, who know nothing about German, will prove very satistactory. But
sensible men will feel digsatisfied that the sense of the unknown toungue is not

ut into English, that they may have the meaus of formink an independent
judgment. And when they are assured that Dr, C.’s assertion merely reéchoes
we German, they will feel the case is no stronger. An assertion will never
become an argument, though repeated in a hundred languages instead of two.

If thero critics can show other paseages, in which this using of a femine pro-
noun as neuter, as well as separation from its noun, are clearly exemplified,
why do they not point tc them? But if, as their silence on this would scem
to imply, no such instances are to be found, the reason of believers will refuse
to have the text tampered with, merely because two or three learned men think
s0 and so, contradicting, meanwhily, men as learned or more learned than
themselves.

Dr. C. gives as his resson for altering “in my flesh I shall see God,” to
“without my flesh,” &c., that the negative sense of min is here the proper one.
By way of cxnmples of this negative sense, ho refers to Job xi. 155 xxi, 9.
But it 1s worth notice that, in one of these places, the revised version renders
min, \/‘rom. while Diodati adheres to the common meaning i the other. But
allowing the negative sense in these two passages, stillit cannot be denied that
euch sense is extremely rare, and before we can be justified in having recourse
to such an oxceptional menning, the necessity must be shown. Dr. C. ~hows
no necessity., ie merel)y asserls, as asual, that ““ the connection” makes the
negative scem proper. This, however, takes for granted that the vav must be
taken in its conjunctive instead of :t3 adversative sense. On the meaning of the
vav, howover, Dr. C. says not one word, though not merely our version, but
both the Dutch and Diodati, take it in the senseof yet. Surely versions of such
high standing are not to be silently thrust aside, without one word being said
in explanation. Mora especially when Dr. C. allows the sense to be gramma-
tically admissible, and that Rosenmfller and others hold it. In rejecting the
meaning from my flesh, he merely repeats his former assertion, that it *“does
not conpect well with the preceding member,” whereas if the zav be rendered
tamen (yet), w3 Rosenmtller renders it, no other meaning but * from the flesh”
will connect with the preceding member. After my body is destroyed, says
Job, YET—notwithstanding that deduction—from my flesh shall I see God.
This plainly declares that the favour he expected from his Divine Redeemer
was the restoration of his body.

Let us see how Dr. C.’s connection looks. By skin Dr. C. understands dody,
making it in sense the same with ¢ flesh.” Substituting the word body in the
two members, we rend ** And after this my body is destroyed, and without
my body shall ¥ see God.”” This seems a very poor connection ; indeed, it is
not only tautologically feeble, it is umscriptural and absurd. For where did.
eser Dr. C. read of any man without the body seeing Gad? “ No man hatk,
seen God at any time, tho only bogotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father,
he hath declared him.” “ e that seeth me hath seen the Father.” If Job,
then, is to see God, he must see Jesus. Jesus was once seen on earth, and he
is to come again. At his second coming, Job, like all saints, shall have his
body restored, and from that body he shall look on Ged his Redeemer. Is that
the vicion of which Job speaks?  No, it is impossible, if Dr. C. and his Neo-
logian Ewald are right. For they expressly tell us that when Job sees God his
body is destroyed, he is without his flesh, and his reins are consumed. It re-
mains, then, that, according to them, Job’s spirit saw Jesns at his first mani-
festation on earth. If such is their meaning, why not say so ?

But how would that harmonise with what Dr. C. {p. 68, col. 2) writes ?—
“That the language here refers to an existence beyond the grave, is asserted
by the latest and best interpreters. Ewald, in many respects the ablest of the
recent translators and interpreters of the book, regards this as undeniable, and
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the view which restricts the language to an carthly hope, as opposed to the
proper force of the words, to the connection of the thought, &e.””  If Job refers
t0 an existence beyond the grave, he must be speaking of what was to take
place after his resurrection, for till then he was to be, corporeally, in the grave.
But if Job is speaking of sceing God after his resurrection, how is it that Dr,
C. represents him as declaring that he is to see God, *‘ without his hody,”
when it is destroyed, and when his reins are consumed? Dr. C., onthe
authority of Ewald, &e., condemns restricting the language to an earthly hope.
Does he mean to maintain that Job’s hope 18 not connected with the carth®
Even Dr. C.’s improved version declares that Job said he knew that his Re
deemer was to staud on the earth, and that he was to see him. Now, if Job's
Redeemer was to stand on the carth when Job saw him, where does Dr, C.
suppose Job himself would be at the #ime ? On the carthalso? If not there,
where then? In keaven? But there is not one word in either Testament, that
teaches that Job in heaven ever saw Jesus Christstanding on the earth. This
is mere fancy. I read of none but Jehovah looking from heaven on men v
earth. (Ps. xiv.) Dut if Job, as well as Jesus, must be on the carth, when the
vision occurs, the question again presses, What standing on the earth is referred
to? Itwill hardly answer to sny, At his firstappearance ; for Job was not
earth then. Though his body was then destroyed, and his reins consumed, I
am not aware that it is an article in Ewald’s creed, that Job's soul looked dowa
from heaven on the baptism in Jordan, the transfiguration on the Mount, or
the cross of Calvary. If, then, there is no alternative but allowing that itis
the second coming of Christ of which Job is speaking, we can easily see where
Job is to be then; he must be where his Redeemer 1s.  But how, then, does

Dr. C. translate, so as to teach, that Job’s hody is destroyed when he sees his #
Redeemer? It is then that Job’s body is to be restored, no more to see cor- J¥

ruption, to be smitten by Satan, or defaced and tortured by disease. If Jubis

not speaking of this blessed hope, what ¢s he speaking about? I ecan assure B

Lr. C. that hope will not be put out of countenance, though ull the Neologists
of Germany, and all who sympathise with them, and reécho them in America.
should combine to frown on it as earthly.

It is much to be regretted that Dr. C. should have ventured to send out such
a version as this, without that ‘ discussion’ in the introduction which he pre-
mises, and the ‘* refutation” of the objections to his new, which ke threatensin
his Explanatory Notes. The discussion and refutation ghould by all means
have gone with the text. We have waited long enough for Dr. C.’s views, t
have had them complete when they come. The sooner they appear now, the
Letter for the interests of truth and the Bible Union.

Though 1 have deemed it my duty to make these brief objections to Dr. C.'s §
version of this famous passage, and in opposition to his alterations of the Re-
vised Version, it is by no means because I am of opinion that cur Revised
Version is unexceptionable. My view is very different. I maintain, howerer.
that Dr. C., instead of mending it, has injured it essentially.

As it is comparatively a small matter to expose error, unless it be to cstal- §
lish the truth, [} will, with your permission, send you a few pages in explana- §
tior and vindication of what I regard as the true English rendering of Job's
confession.—Meanwhile, I remain, yours, for the faith of the Resurrection and
all its blessings, Janes LiLuk

SUMMARY OF PRINCIPLES OF THE U. P. CIIURCII (SCOTLAND., :

(EXTRACT FROM MINUTES OF STNOD.)
Eoixntnreu, 8th May, 1855.—The Synod, without entering into a minute cxam.
nation of the Summary yrepared by the Committee, approve of it as fitted to promote £
the end in view, namely, that of affording, especially to persovs seeking admission B
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into the fellowship of the Church, & distinet account of the rise and past history of
the Church, and of the views of divine truth which it holds; and authorise the pub-
lication of the Summary in a cheap form for general circulation. At the same time,
the Synod declare that the Summary is not to be regarded in any respect as an
addition to, or as superseding the recognised subordinate standards of the Church,
which remain as stated in the basis of Union.

DAVID CRAWFORD, Synod Clerk.

INTLODUCTORY HISTORICAL SKETCIH.

The United Presbyterian Church was formed in the year 1847 by the union
of the United Sccession and Relief Churches. A brief sketch of the origin
and history of these bodies, will form a fit introduction to a statement of the
principles of the United Church.*

‘There never perhaps was a country the inhabitants of which, were more
united in religious profession than Scotland immediately after the Revolution
of 1688. With the exception of a small body of Episcopalians, consisting
chiefly of a portion of the upper classes and their immediate dependents, and
some Roman Catholics, principally in the Highlaod districts, all were attached
to the doctrine and polity of the standard books of the Westminister Assembly.
A few Presbyterians, indeed, kept aloof from the Established Church, as not
accupying the precise ground marked out by the leaders of the Second Refor-
mation; and a greater number thought that sufficient provision had not been
maaz for the independence and %urity of the church, and were dissatisied
with the manner in which the Episcopalian clergy were admitted into it.
These, however, carnestly hoped that matters would gradually be breught into
a more satisfactory state, by the Assembly’s correcting what was wrong, and
supplying what was wanting. But their hopes were by no means realized.
The law of Patronage was restored in 1712, by which the Christian people
were deprived of all voice in the choice of their pastors. In the administra-
tion of this law pastors were forced upon reclaiming congregations; the
ministers who would not take part in these violent settlements, and the people
who would not submit to the men thus intruded on them, were visiteL} with
censure ; and unjust and oppressive enactments were made, in open violation
of the recognised principles of the Church. At the same time, while every
thing like unguarded statement in setting forth the great principles of Evan-
gelicat truth drew forth condemnation from the Church courts in strong terms
doctrines subversive of these principles were tolerated or very reluctantly and
eently dealt with. Petitions, complaints and remonstrances against these
evils, numerously signed, were presented to successive General Assemblies,
but were treated with scorn and neglect; and that Court, with the view of
putting down all opposi’“on, passed in 1730 a deed, which prohibited dissents
from being recorded in their minutes. Thus the only course felt to faithful
ministers, by which they could  onerate their consciences, and discharge their
duty as witnesses for injured frudh and violated rights, was to testify from the
pulpit against these iniquitous proceedings. Out of this state of things
vriginated

TAE SECESSION CHURCH.

In 1732 the Rev. Ebenezer Erskine, minister of Stirling, preached a sermon

at the opening of the Synod of Perth and Stirling, of which he was Moderator

* Those who wish to obtain mere detailed information respecting the origin and
history of the United Secession and Relief Churches, will find ample information in
the original documents, and also in ¢ M'Kerrow's Ilistory of the Secession Church,’
and ¢ Struthers' aiistory of the Relief Church.’ Every thing of general interest
may be learned from the ¢ IHistorical Sketch of the Origin of the Secession Church,”
by Dr. Thomson, and the ¢ History of the Rise of the Relief Church,” by br.
?m;therg forming the firet volume of the scries entitled the ¢ United Presbyterian
Fathers.!



204 SUMMARY OF PRINCIPLES.

at the time, in which he testified with great freedom against the arbitrary
measures of the ruling party. For this conduct the Synod resolved to censure
him. I« protested and appealed to the Assembly ; and in this course he was
joined by three other ministers, the Rev. Alexander Moncrieff, Abernethy;
William Wilson, Perth; and James Yisher, Kinclaven. When the matter
came before that Court in May 1733, the Assembly refused to hear fully the
reasons which the protesters had to urge; and, in the exercise of high-handed
authority, rebuked them at the bar. The four brethren lodged a written pro-
test against this rebuke, declaring that it was unjust; that they had done only
what their ordination-vows made it dutiful for them to do; and that, notwith-
standing, they would, as faithful to their Lord, continue to preach the same
doctrines, and to testify against the same or like defections, on all proper
accasions. This protest gave great offence to the Assembly, who ordered the
four brethren to appear before the Commission in August, and profess their
sorrow for their conduct; and instructed the Commission, in the event of their
not appearing and retracting, to proceed against them with the censure of the
Church. The Commission, which met in August. suspended them from the
exercise of their ministry, because they would neither withdraw their protest,
nor acknowledge that they had done wrong in presenting it; and at its meet-
ing in November 1733, finding them to be still of the same mind, loosed their
relation to their respective charges, and declared them to be ao longer
winisters of the Church of Scotland. Against this iniquitvus sentence they
gave in a protest, which is here quoted, both asitshows that they had ‘“maay
weighty reasons” for their conduct, and as it forms the Act of Secession.

¢« We hereby adhere to the protestation formerly entered before this Court both at
their last meeting in August and when we appeared first before this meeting: and |
farther, we do protest in our name and in the name of all and every one in our
respective congregations adhering to us, that notwithstanding of this sentence
passed against us, our pastoral relation shall be held and reputed firm and valid:
and likewise we protest that notwithstanding of our being cast out from ministerial
communion with the Established Church of Scotiand, we still hold commnunion with
all, and every one, who desire with us to adhere to the principles of the true I’res-
byterian Covenanted Church of Scotland, in her doctrine, worship, government, and
discipline; and particularly with every one who are groaning under the evils, and
who are affected with the grievances, we have been complaining of, who are in their
several spheres wrestling with the same. But in regard the prevailing party in this
Established Church, who have now cast us out from ministerial commmaunion with
them, are carrying on a course of defection from our Reformed and Covenanted
principles, and particularly are suppressing ministerial freedom and faitifulness in
testifying against the present backslidings of the Church, and inflicting censure on
ministers for witnessing, by protestations orotherwise, age’ - thesame: Therefore
we do, for these and mavy other weighty reasons, to be laia . pen in due time, pro-
test that we are obliged to meke a secession from them, and that we can have no
ministerial communion with them, till they sce their sins and mistakes and amend
then:: and like manner we protest, that it shall be lawful and warrantable for us
to exercise the keys of doctrine, discipline, and government, according to the Word
of God, and Confession of Faith, and the principles and constitution of the Cove-
nanted Church of Scotland, as if no such censure had been passed upen us.  Upon
all which we take instruments; and we hereby appealto the first free, faithful, aud
reforming General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.”

Immediately thereafter, these four Brethren, on G6th December, 1733, formed
themselves into a Presbytery at Gairney Bridge, near Kinross, but resolved
not to proceed to acts of jurisdiction till it should be seen swhether the Church
courts of the Establishment would return to their duty. Some indications
were given, in 1734, of a disposition on the part of the General Assembly to
retrace its steps, onc of which was to empower the Synod to restore the four
ministers to the communion of the Church and to their respective charges.
But these appearances soon proved to be delusory, and in December 1836 the
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receding brethren resolved to proceed to the full exercise of the powers with
which they held themselves invested by the Head of the Church. In 1837
and 1838 they were joined by other four ministers,—Ralph Erskine of Dun-
fermline, Thomas Mair of Orwell, Thomas Nairn of Abbotshall, and James
Thomson of Burntisland. These eight were soon afterwards libelled before
the General Assembly, atwhose bar they appeared asa Presbytery, and read a
paper embodying the grounds of their secession, and declining the authority,
power, and jurisdiction of the National Church,—in consequence of which, in
the followinz year, a sentence was pronounced upon them, deposing them
from the office of the holy ministry, and finally casting them out of the Chureh.

The blessing of God, however, rested in no small measure oun the new deno-
mination. Its number rapidly increased, and relief was widely extended to
those who felt the oppression of theNational Church. But in 1747, in conse-
quence of a division of sentiment respecting the religious clause in some
burgess-oaths, the Secession was divided into two branches, the one of which
came to be known by the mame of the General Associate or Antiburgher
Synod. In this divided state, t1e Secession continued for more than seventy
years; but the burgess-oath which gave rise to the division, having been
abolished, identity of priunciple, mutual confidence, and growing effection on
both sides, speedily led to re-union. A basis of union baving been prepared
and approved by the two Synods, these bodies met in the autumn of 1820, and
formally adopted it, thus re-uniting the denominations under the designation
of the United Secession Church.

THE RELIEF CHUGRCH

had its rise in 1752, After the Sccession of the four brethren who
originated the Secession, the Assemby of the Church of Scotland, as has been
already stated, gave some indications of a desire to reform, but there is reason
to bebeve that these were merely intended to mollify, and win back the
Seceders. The sincerity of the Assembly at all events was distrusted, and its
acts soon neutralized its professions of reformation. In afew yearsit became
more arbitrary than ever in enforcing the settlement of presentees. Under
the threat of suspension and deposition, Presbyteries were enjoined to carry
into effect, by the aid of military if necessary, the most unpopular appoint-
ments ; and it soon became more unfashionable then ever to preach the
doctrines of natural depravity and salvation by grace. After its first alarm
from the Secession had subsided, the Church of §cotl:md sunk rapidly into a
corrupt and submissive civil establishment.

Such was the state of matters in the Church of Scotland, when the Preshy-
tery of Daunfermline refused to carry into effect a settlement at Inverkeithing
which was strongly opposed by the people at large. The case, by appeal, was
ultimately, in 1752, brought before the Assembly. It was taken up on Mon-
day. The Presbytery were appointed to meetat Inverkeithingon the Thursday
of the same week, for the admission of the presentee, and to appear at the bar
of the Assembly on Friday, to give an account of their conduct. It was
known that three members of the ﬁresbytery,—the usual quorum—sere willing
to act. In this instance, however, for an ensparing purpose, the quorum was
dcsigned]y made five. When the case was called on Friday it was found that
the Presbytery had not met. Sis members, among whom Mr. Thomas Gillespie,
appeared, and gave in o representation, stating that they considered it contrary
to the laws of the Church, the word of God, and their ordination-vows, to yield
obedience to the injunction imposed upon them, and declaring that, as honest
men, if censured, they were willing to undergo every secular advantage for the
sake of a good conscience. To strike terror 1nto the hearts of all wﬁo would
not sacrifice their conscience at the mere dictate of human authority, it was
resolved to depose Mr. Gillespie, who had striven to vindicate the conduct of
the Presbytery on constitutional grounds. In the space of twenty-feur hours,
without a libel or any form of process, he was arraigned and condemned, and
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deposed from the office of the holy ministry within the Church of Scotland;
and the church and parish of Carnack, of which he was minister, declared
vacant.

Mr. Gillespie submitted to this sentence in its full estent. e readily
renounced all the advantages and temporal emoluments arising from bis cur-
nection with the legal establishment. Overtures from_ Synuas and Preshy-
teries were afterwards vainly pressed upon the Assembly, imploring a
revocation of bis sentence. Gillespie, himself, though frequently solicited,
refused to wake application to be re-admitted, as he considered it sinfui to take
any step toward a re-union with a Church which had deposed him in such an
unseriptural and imperious manuner.

In the course of 2 few years he was joined by other members of the Church
of Scotland, such as the Rev. Thomas Boston, who demitted his charge to the
Preshytery of Jedburgh, because * there were several things in the National
Church which had always been disagreable to him, and also because of tlie
tyrannical measure of the Assembly in settling vacant churches, which tended
to destroy the dying remains of religion in the nation;” and the Rev. James
Baine of Paisley, who demitted his charge “ because of that abuse of church
power which appeared to him inconsistent with humanity, with the civil
interests of the nation, and destructive of the ends of the ministerial office.”

Mr. Gillespie and those ministers wh~ joined with him formed themselves
into a Presbytery at Colinsburgh in 1761, and first met as a Synod in Edin.
burgh in 1772. The Relief Synod tl. s constituted recognised the Scriptures
as the only rule of faith and practice—the Lord Jesus Christ as the King ard
Head of his church—Presbytery as a scriptural form of church governmen—
the Westminster Confession as the confession of their faith—the right of the
people to choose their own office-bearers—and held that the Church of Chuist
was entirely distinct from the kingdoms of this world—that no civil magistrate
had any right to interfere with it—and that all visible saints received by
Christ, though differing on some sinaller matters, should be received iuto chureh
fellowship.

OF THE UNION.

Afzer the union of the two portions of the Secession church in 1820, an
impression was produced on the mind both of the United Secession and Relief
Churches, that though each had heen greatly blessed of God as & separate
denomination, yet a union between them was scriptural, desirable, and prae-
ticable,—their views of doctrine, discipline, and government been fuund tu he
identical.  After the subject had been long and prayerfully considered Ly the
respective Synods, & unjon was consummated on 13th May 1847, when 1.th,
according to previous arrangement, met together and adopted the folluwing
articles as the

Basis of Union.

<], That the Word of God contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Tes-
taments, is the only rule of Fuith and Practice.

«2, That the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Larger and Shorter Ca-
techisms are the confessions and catechisms of this Church, and coutain the suthor-
ised exhibition of the sense in which we understand the Holy Scriptwies; it being
always understood that we do not approve of anything, in these documents, which
teaches, or may be supposed to teach, compulsory or persecuting and intolerant
principles in religion.

¢4, That Presbyterian Government, with any superiority of office to that of a
teaching presbyter, and in o due subordination of church courts, which is founded
on, and agreeable to, the word of God, is the government of this Church.

<4, That the ordinances of worship shall be administered in the Unired Church
a3 they have been in both bodies of which it is formed; and that the Westmin«ter
Directery of Worship continue to be regarded as a compilation of excellent rules.

¢35, That the term of membership is a credible profession of the faith of Chiist
as held by this Church—a profession made with intelligence, and justified by 2 cor-
responding character and deporiment.
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6. That with regard to those Ministers and Sessions who may think that the
24 section of the 26th chapter of the Confession of Faith authorises free commu-
nion—that ig, not loose or indiscriminate communion, but the occasional admission,
to fellowship in the Lord’s Supper, of persons respecting whose christian character
satisfactory evidence has been obtained, though belonging to other religious deno
minations—they shall enjoy in the united body what they enjoyed in their separate
communions—the right of acting on their conscientious convictions,

7. That the election of office-bearers of this Church, in its several congrega-
tions, bglongs, by the authority of Christ exclusively to the members in full
communion.

«8, That this Church solemnly recognises the obligation to hold forth, as well
as to hold fast, the doctrine and law of Christ, and to make exertions for the usni-
versal diffusion of the blessings of his gospel at home and abroad.

++9, That as the Lord hath ordained that they who preach the gospel shouldlive
of the gospel—that they who are taught in the Word should communicate to him
that teacheth in all good things—that they who are strong should help the weak—
and that having freely received, thus they should freely give the gospel to those who
are destitute of it—this Church asserts the obligation and the privilege of its memn-
bers, influenced by regard to the authority of Christ, to support and estend, by
voluntary contribution, the ordicances of the gospel.

«10. That the respective bodies of which this Church is composed, without
requiring from each other any approval of the steps of procedure by their fathers,
or interfering with the rights of private judgment in reference to these, unite in
regarding as still valid the reasons ¢ which they have hitherto maintained their
stato of secession and separation from the Judicatories of the Established Church,
as expressed in the authorised documents of the respective bodies, and in maintain-
ing the lawfulness and obligation of separation from ecclesiastical bodies in which
dangerous error is tolerated, or the discipline of the church, or the rights of her
ministers or members are disregarded.”

To this basis was appended the following solemn resolutions :—

« The United Church, in their present most solemn circumstances, join in expres-
sing their grateful acknowledgment to the great Head of the chureh for the measure
of spirituel good which He has accomplished by them in their separate state—their
deep sense of the many imperfections and sins which have marked their ecclesias-
tical management—and their determined resolution, in dependence on’the promised
grace of their Lord, to apply more faithfully the great principles of church fellow-
ship—to be more watchful in reference to admission and discipline, that the purity
and efficiency of our cougregations may be promoted, and the great end of our ex-
istence as a collective body may be answered with respect to all within its pale,
and to all whom it, whether members of other denominations, or the world lying in
wickedness  And in fine, the United Church regard with a feeling of brotherhood
all the faithful followers of Christ, and shall endeavour to maintain the unity of the
whole body of Christ by a readiness to co-operate with allits members, inall things
in which they are agreed.”

At the time of the union, the two Synods together represented about 500
congregations.

To be concluded in our next.

TIIE CHILDREN OF TIIIS WORLD AND THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT.

Continucd from page 166,

The children of this world display greater singleness of purpose in the work
of life. In the efforts of life unity of aim is reckoned indispensable to success.
1ere the heart is set on an objeet, and then all the efforts of life are directed to
its attainment.  The thing pursued may be great or small, according to the
measure of individual ambition. It may be’ the conquest of a world, or the
purchase of a farm, or the possession of money, sufficient for comfort in declin-
ing years. It may be fame to dazzle the many, orlearning to astonish the few,
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or a place in the affections of only one heart. But whatever it be, when the
mind is fixed on it, the object is pursued with a singleness of purpose, that
never loses sight of it. The thoughts dwell on it in solitude and in society.
The affections cling to it in activity and in rest. The life is given to it, with
undivided effort and aim. It has taken possession of the soul with the force of
a ruling passion, and urged it on_ to its attainment, with unwavering resolve,
We have seen a ship at sea, pressing forward to its destimation, beating against
contrary winds, or struggling through the gulfstream, or flying before auspi-
cious breezes, yet all the while her bow set towards the desired baven, and
directed to it with all the skill of an earnest master. So it is with men press-
ing towards the worldly object on which they have fixed their heart. Difficulties
may discourage, obstacles may impede, or circumstances may favor, and hope
beckon them to seize the expected prize. But through all variety of discou-
ragement or promise, they pursue their plan of action with a singleness of
purpose that appears determined to succeed. No minor claim is allowed to
turn them aside. No foreign pursuit is suffered to divert them from their
great aim, but steadily they press onward, and so run that they may obtain.
Avrethey not in this wiser 1n their generation than the children of light? It
ig sad to think that in religious pursuits, where unity of purpose should be
highest, indecision most abounds. Mere the grandest interests combine to im-
pel to unity of action, God’s Son has been in our world, and by his own blood
and death has wrought out 2 redemption for our race. A great salvation bas
been thus provided for us, and whosoever will is invited by God to take it freely.
‘There is bere hell to escape, and heaven to attain. There is sin to overcome,
and a Saviour to embrace. There is time to spend well, and eternity to enter
on, happily., There are sublime objects of thought and pursuit, that may well
unite every human heart in singleness of purpose. Yet it is melancholy to
ohserve how little unity of action there is among us in the concerns of religion.
How few among us deserve the commendation bestowed on good King Heze
kiah, ‘““Every work that he began in the service of the house of God, and in the
law, and in the commandments, to seek his God, ke did ¢ with all kis keart, and
prospered.” 'We confess with the lips that the salvation of the soul is the great
concern of life, and yet we hesitate for its sake to give up those earthly cares
that hinder its pursuit. We cannot question the reality of the glory to be re-
vealed, yet we are unable to surrender the shadows of earth, and live in inde-
cision between them. ‘We would fain reach heaven at last, but we cannot bear
to walk in the way that Christ trod. We desire to go to God’s dwelling-plnce
when we die, but we wish to enjoy the pleasures of time while we live. Thus
it is that many amongusare careful and troubled about many things, and choose
not, with all the heart, the one thing needful. They seem as if not sure which
world deserves their chief aim, or which should receive it. Sometimes they
appear as if they felt the powers of the world to come, and were ready to yield
to them with unity of purpose. On the Sabbath, or amid the fears of death,
they are impressed with the value of religion, and resolve to give their life to
its dominion; but again they go to their farm or their merchandise, with their
minds set on earthly gain or success. The soul is here fitful and unsteady in
its aim. It moves like the needle between two disturbing magnets, now qui-
vering toward one attraction, and anon darting away toward another. It rises
for a time above the world, and promises to escapeits fatal influence, but soon
it is drawn downward, and then the old man, touching his native ground, is
strengthened afresh, like that fatal giant, whose powers in combat were conti-
nually renewed by contact with his parent carth. Reader, how is it in this
matter with your own soul? Have you made your choice for eternity, and are
you steadily parsuing it? Can you say ¢ O Lord, my heartis jived, my heart
18 fixed 7?  Is that the motto of your life, which the great Apostle declares to
be his, thus, “ One thing I do, forgetting the things that are behind, and reach-
ing forth to those that are before ; I press towards the mark for the prize of
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus 2 Or have you yet the better course

3
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to begin, and the first resvlution to turn to the Lord still to form? Are you
hesitating which way you.should take, when you should be fleeing for your
life? Be persuaded not to aliow your sonl to halt between two opinious, to
oscillate between pretended humnge to veligion, and real service of the world.
Let your lifo be guided by unity of purpusein following hard after Christ ; let
it be directed to noble ends, in seeking glory with God.

‘The childven of this world ure more perscrering in their efforts.  The world
has not a single hypocrite or lukewarm adherentamong all its votaries. fx-
istence with them is everywhere. *‘Life in earnest.”” They turn cach to his
own way, in seeking the chief good ; but the olject which they judge to be so,
they follow after, with a resolution of purpose and steadiness of aim worthy of
anoble cause.  What days of wearisome toil and hazardous enterprise do not
men undergo for rank, for wealth, for learning, that each maygain the prize oo
which his heart is set! IHow fears wouble them when failure is dreaded!
What gladness fills their heart when increase is obtained ; and from day to day
what persevering energy is evineed in labouring for the expected end!

Iu humiliating contrast to this stands the conduct of the children of light.
The great uhject of their pursuit is working out their own salvation, and serv-
ing their generation according to the will of Gud; and in this seeking the glory
of Clirist.  Yet how inadequate ave their endeavours to make their * calling
and election sure;” how inconsistent their efforts to “ grow in grace:” how
changing are they in following a settled order of means ““to lay hold of eternal
life.”” Some are occasionally awnkened to a sense of their danger. In this
frame, they commence the exercise of prayer—they search the Scriptures for
direction—they give up smne sinful practises, and it seems as if they were not
far from the kingdom of heaven, But some new earthly influence luys hold on
the heart, their zeal fur salvation becomes cool.  Spiriual exercises become
less frequent, and at last they yo back to their former course. Others, as dis-
ciples of Christ, feel sumetimes a revival from on high. They wonder then
why this world should bave exercised such power over them. They pray more
for the sanctifying Spirit. They speak with fervour on divine things. = They
move with freedom aud diligence in service for Christ. But in an unwatchful
hour, they again lose those things “ which are wrought in them,” and give up
that ardent fullowing after God which brought such strength and joy to their
heart. Yea, with all of us here, what want of perseverance is there in prose-
cuting a well ordered plan of reiigious exercises, for advancing in holiness, and
daily serving the Lurd ! Alas, Christiaus, how olten are the circumstances of
earth allowed by you to give law to the exercises of heaven! How frequentl
are your times for prayer, or seasons for Bible reading, or occasions for well-
doing, changed, or shurtened, or neglected, according to the convenience of
worldly interestz.  Let not thus your spiritual pursuits be feeble, and fitful,
und momentary ; let them be energetic, steady, nnd persevering. * Know ye
nut that they who run ia a race, run all, but one obtaineth the prize 2”” o run
that ye may obtain.  And every one that striveth is temperate in all things.
Now they do it 10 abtain a corrnptible crown, but we an incorruptible.

The children of this world are more considerate in their foresight. The Par-
able from which the words on which the remark are taken, is especially intended
to illustrate the foresight which the children of this world exercise to avoid
coming evil, and seeure future good. The future, indeed, which the carnal
eye takes inis very convracted. It extends no further than the boundary of the
present life.  For all the eternity which lies beyond this, worldly men make
no provision at all.  With them, too, it is a most preearious future for which
they toil und sucrifice.  Death may assail them ere their hopes be realised, and
then their plans all fail, their labours ave all lost. Yet with all their uncer-
tainty, they strive, and suffer, and plan for the future with a considerate fore-
sight.  Are they infurmed of any calamity approaching? They are insiant
in preparation to eseape its stroke, or modify its troubles. Are they apprised
of a greater guud that may be obtained, by submitting to partial evil?  What



210 REVIEWS OF BOOKS.

sacrifice of present comfort do they not make to gain the promised good 2 They
will expose themselves to the perils of a foreign clime, they will submit to toil
through ye.rs of privation, in prospect of riches and rest, when life is advanced.

Again, bere the children of light suffer from a comparison with the children
of this world. Believers in Christ, have you not a noble future hefore you, and
a glorious assurance that no labours or sacrifice for it will be lost.  Yet do you
not seem to yourseives, to do less for the rewards of eternity, than the men of
this world dv for the enjoyment of time. You arc assured that departure from
God entails certain evils on your souls, that it destroys your comfurts, fills you
with sorrows, and brings on you trouble of heart, for which nothing can com-
pensate.  Yet often how small is your watchfulness aguinst that which mav
lead you astray, so that you are surprised into temptation to forsake the Lord
vou have vowed to love.  You are told, too, that sacrifice and service for Christ
shall receive a full reward.  Yet it is humiliating to think that far more have
gone to foreign climes, under the influence of worldly motive, than those that
have gone, in obedience to the Saviour, to spread among men the true religion.
You ave certified that gifts given for the cause of Ch.ist shall be returned at his
coming, with a great increase. Yet how stinted are your offerings, cast into
his treasury, as if you did not trust your Lord when he says, “ Ie that soweth
bountifully shall reap bountifully.”” What need is there here for us all to feel
more the powers of the world to come, living for Christ, labouring for Christ,
giving liberally of our subsistence for the advancement of his cause, devoting
ourselves to the glory of his kingdom. ‘“ Worthy is the Lamb that was slain,
to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory,
and blessing, for he was slain, and has redeemed us to God by his blood, and
has made us unto our God kings and priests.”

In concluding these observations, we address a word to the children of light.
Christian brethren, Solomon leads you to the ant to learn wisdom. Ilere our
great Lord directs you to the children of this world. Your Saviour does not
afirm that you are in the true wisdom, inferior to worldly men. Ou the con-
trary, he knows that by his grace you have been made ““wise unto salvation,”
and’in this respect, as well as in every other, ¢ the righteous is more excellent
than his neighbour.” But your Lord would have you receive admonition from
the children of this world, as they show they are wise *in their generation,”
e wishes you, from an observation of them in their own sphere of action, to
redouble your diligence in the concern of your soul. Receive this word of ex-
hortation. Follow not vain speculations about the mysteries of religion, but
obey practically the word of mercy. Be not like those who seem resolved to
stand without the threshold of salvation till every mystery of religion is made
plain. But yield to the kind leading of a loving Saviour, that you may enter
by the open door into eternal life. 'Waste not your time in division of heart
and fickleness of action, but ery to God, *unile my heart to fear thy name.”
Be not slothful, but followers of them who, through faith and patience, inherit
the promises. “ Let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breast
plate of faith and love, and for an helmet the hope of salvation.”

Dunse, Scotland. W. R.

evicws of Wooks.

MEMORIALS OF CAPTAIN HEDLEY Vicars, 97th Regt. Foolscap, Svo.,

pp- 814. London: J. Nichols & Co., 1856,

Captain Vicars was onc of the many heroes whose precious lives were
sacrificed in the siege of Sebastopol. He was, however, a good soldier not
only of his Queen and country, but also—nobler distinction—of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 'The Captain, while yet a child, was deprived by death of




REVIEWS OF BOOKS. 211

his father, an officer in the army, and left to the care of a widowed mother,
who, amidst considerable discouragements for a time, persevered, with
gentle and pious affection, in her task, and after sorrowing in tears, was at
length rewarded by reaping in joy. The character delineated in the vol-
ume is quitean amiableand fascinating one ; and there is considerable inter-
ast in the narrativeitself. It has some special elaimsalso on readers on our
side of the Atlantie, as it was at Halifax that some of the deepest religions
impressions were produced on the mind and heart of the subject of the
memoir. The estimate formed of the book in Britain may be judged of
by its having passed so rapidly through so many cditions. We are gld
to sce that it is handsomely re-printed by the Messrs. Carter of New York.

JupiLEE SERVICES orF THE REV. Jonx Brows, D.D., Senior Minister of
the U. P. Congregation, Broughton Place, Kdinburgh.—Held 8th
April, 1856.  Foolseap, § vo., pp. 132.  Edinburgh : A. & D. Padon,
1856.

The occasion of these ¢ Services” was one of wide-spread, deep, and
solemn interest, and the services themselves were every way worthy of the
oceasion. Thousands of the wise and good rushed together to relieve
themselves, by discharging a debt of gratitude and admiration towards the
venerable person whose jubilee, as a minister, was celebrated, as well as
for the higher purpose of devoutly acknowledging that grace by which he
is what he is ; and they found that, while performisg a duty, they were
receiving an ample reward, and incurring a renewed obligation by the spi-
ritual refreshment which, as an antipast of heaven, they felt that they
were privileged to enjoy. Many thousands more will read, with kindred
emotions, this faithful record of the proceedings of the day.

The services were appropriately commenced with a noble and magnifi-
cent sermon on Leviticus xxv. 10: «Ye shall hallow the fiftieth year,”
by the Rev. John Cairns, A.M., Berwick ; which stands first in this little
volume. The performance is, of course, that of a Christian philosopher,
and does honor to the favourite pupil of Sir William Hamilton, whose va-
cant Chair he would undoubtedly be invited to fill, were it not that he re-
gards the pulpit as a chair to which even the other is inferior. We know

© not how we car. confer a greater favour on our readers than by laying be-

fore them pretty copious extracts. Only let it be recalled that these,
however interesting in themselves, give one no adequate idea of this mas-
terly and colossal discourse taken as a whole:

What then is our interpretation of the present as compared with the past ?

. of this day as compared with the period when the interval whose lapse we
! commemorate began ? of the state and aspects of the Church of Christ in the

iniddle of this century as compared with its opening years? The Christian
Church has often, like the Jewish, had to fall back upon the consolation of
stability. Can we, more consistently with the genius of Christianity, congratu-
late ourselves upon progression? I trust and believe that by the grace of God
womay. We are not living in a period of decline and apostacy from past
attainments—a period corresponding to that of the Elijahs and Jeremiahs of
the Jewish economy—as when, in the early Church, an Athanasius and a
Chrysostom lay under the ban of heresy and proseription, prostrated, but not
crushed, by popular ingratitude and imperial disfavour; or as when, more
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recently, in Protestant Germany, a Knapp and a Claudius kept wateh by the
lamp of faith all but expiring amidst the vapours of rationalism ; or as when,
in works addressed to tKe descendants of the Reformers and the Puritans, g
Butler and an Edwards reasoned and appealed against Deism and Pelagianism
almost with a despondency of their age, though never of their cause! By the
good hand of God upon us, we trust that the revival which began with the
middle of last century, and was accelerated, by the shock of the French Revolu-
tion, almost over the entire Christian world, has gradually risen and swelled
in the last fifty years; and that, while we are not better than our fathers (for
the day of small things is often the day of great men), the Church, asa whole,
has gained mightly, and is still advancing to fresh conquests. So large o topic
can only be treated in the most cursory manner; but it may augment the joy
of this day’s jubilec if it can be shown, in few words, that we have to be thank-
ful, not only for stability, but for advancement, and can with this double joy,
comply with the inspired eall, “ Walk about Zion, and go round about her;
tell the towers thereof : mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces, that
ye may tell it to the generation following.”

‘The scene, indeed, 1s not all bright and joyous. Apparent progress has not
been maintained ; evils, which at the beginuing of this century scemed on the
verge of extinction, have regained their strength; while new dangers have
risen to formidable proportions. War and despotism, from which suciety
under Christian influence seemed working itself free, have both returned aud
claimed a fresh lease of history. Infidelity, which, in this country at least,
appeared to be struck dumb with the explosion of continental anarchy and
violence, has again found a tongue to renew its old cavils, and amid the lull of
human strife and passion, to mutter its weary dream of theo-philanthropy anJ
social perfectibility without the gospel. Romanism, no longer, as at the
beginning of this century, humiliated and tossed about as o ploything of con-
querers, has re-asserted its portentous vitality, compelled the proudest despotisin
to do it homage, and wielding all its ancient resources of eraft and terror, has
flung itself everywhere, as for a final conflict, across the path of advancing
Christianity. And once mure, the demoralisation of the masses in great cities,
which fifty years ago wus still opposed by traditional restraints and influences,
has, with the growth of population and the neglect of timely preventives, risen
to an alarming magnitude, and spread all around the horrors and sufferingss of
intemperance, profligacy, and general degradation. Different minds may esti-
mate differently these drawbacks and abatements to the progress of the church
in the last generation ; but no possible estimate can omit them altogether ; and
we are thus taught, while we rejuice, to rejoice with trembling.

When we look, however, to the other side of the picture, the light greatly
preponderates over the shade. The vast progress of society in science, art, and
general civilisation during the long prevalence of peace ; the activities of com-
merce, assisted by new and almost magical fucilities of intercourse ; the deve-
lopement of political freedom, combined with the growing power of the press,
and the ascendency of public opinion ; the results of travel, discovery, spe.u-
lation, and eager research in all departments of literature: these have all ina
marked and conspicuous degree helped on the march of Christiauity. Chris-
tianity, though descended from heaven, is not i dependent of the climate of
earth, She i3 the child of the light and of the day ; and in the atmosphere of
free discussion and liberalizing inguiry, she has ever fouad her congenial
element. Mow much has been gained to Christian evidence by the advance of
geologicul science, which has annibilated, by the feet of successive creations,
the whole sceptical argament against miracles! How much also has been
done by researches and explorations in Egypt, Assyria, and the East, to con-
firm the historic basis of Scripture! What help has been lent to Christian
missions by commercial enterprise and improved means of transit! What
impulse to the gospel at home by discoveries iu printing and the spread of
popular education! The very course of history for the last fifty years has been
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one continued act of homage to Christianity ; for it has demonstrated in the
eyes of all the nations that public order, domestic purity, and personal liberty,
only maintain their footing where the authority of Christ is the strength of
law, and the cement of society !

There is to be noticed a very decided and still growing return to those views
of Scripture doctrine commonly called Evangelical, together with an earnest-
ness in enforcing them, and carrying them out to their practical results in
Christian life, and ecclesiastical administration, far from common in the begin-
ning of this century. This revival of the ancient doctrine has advanced so far,
that in Scotland no considerable exception in any Protestant church is to be
found ; while in England, with a steady growth of influcnce on the side of
orthudox Non-Conformists, the Establis{xeg church, in one of its three great
parties, does homage to the same principles, and not only has the more latitudi-
narian party taken up into itself many evangelical clements, but the Tractarian
also, in seeking to meet and thwart the revival, has confessed its strength, and
even given itself out as its consummation, by the necessary additions of sacra-
mental grace and church power. More slowly, because obstructed by more
fundamental difficulties, the revival has made its way in Switzerland, France,
Holland, and the Scandinavian kingdoms; while in Protestant Germany it bas
of late been so rapid as to reconquer the most sminent universities and pulpits,
which only a quarter of a century ago were still in the hands of rationalism ;
though here the roviral on the side is darkened by lingering shades of unbelief ;
and on the other, incurs the serious danger of losing itself in the same barren
regions of hierarchical intolerence and sacramental pretension, in which it
went astray at a similar stage in Kogland, It is, however, much to find the
old light rekindled in Geneva, Berlin, and other ancestral seats of continental
Protestantism ; and we may trust the God who has turned, in so many lands,
the hearts of the children to the fathers, to perfect his own work in his own
time. One most pleasing feature of this great and general revival, has been
the increased reverence paid to the word of God. It has not been from the re-
vival of ancient creeds, confessions, or human system of theology, that living
faith has been resuscitated, but from the direct influence of Scripture inter-
pretend and applied by the spirit of God ; and hence_the close of this period
finds all churches disposed in a hopeful degree, to exalt the Bible to it own
pre-eminence, above even the most venerable formularies, and to cultivate the
science of Scripture interpretation as the vital breath of a pure and progressive
Christianity. With this has been connected a tendency to simplification in the
statement and expression of Christian truth ; nor has the visible advance of
religious freedom and Christian forbearance owed so much to any other cause,
political or soeial, as to this; that the Christian church, shaken and tried by
many storms, and learning to rest her creed on its immutable divine founda-
tion, has learned, at the same time, te respect the rights of conscientious inter-
pretation, to hail 2 kindred faith under the most diverse appearances, and to
break down many walls of partition, formerly reckoned impassable.

During the last half-century, a single life-time includes the most startling
contrasts ; for it has seen the cause of Missions pass through all its phases,
and encounter all its perils from ridicule, neglect, hope deferred, till now it
ranks perhaps as the most distinctive and glorious feature of our age, as the
Reformation to the 16th, and the Methodist revival to the 18th century. The
last fifty yearsfhave witnessed the evangelisation of Polynesia, of South Africa,
of the West Indies, with the mighty result of Negro Emancipation ; while the
more elaborate polytheism of India and China has been made to heave with
the premonitory throes of a coming earthquake. Missions to the Jews, though
still limited, have made more converts than since the apostolic days. The
Mahometan world for the first time stands open, and the hosts of the true faith-
ful are ready to o in to possess it; while the river of Christianity returns to
the all but deserted bed of the Eastern churches, and the city of God is being
builded on its old heap, till Jerusalem be vocal with a new jubilee, and the
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tribes of God again go up thither. It is not necessary to recite the labours of
Bible and Tract societies, which form the connecting link between foreign and
domestic enterprize, and & bond of union to all mission-supporting churches,
Nor can I do more than glance at the amazing progress of the Sundny school
system, till now it numbers its teachers by hundreds of thrusands, and its

ypils by millions ; nor at the growth and success of City Missivns, Ragged
g‘clmols, and o whole family of kindred enterprizes, all the birth of this half-
century, many of them of the latter half of it ; and all proving indubitably that
our age is no winter-time in the history of Christianity ; nut even an ungenial
spring-season, but an age where the “ ploughman overtakes the reaper, and
tho treader of grapes him that soweth seed.” These evangelistic efforts at
home and abroad awaken the joy of Christians to o degree far beyond their
immediate success (great though that be), because they have solved the prob-
lem of the world’s regeneration, and shown by incontestable experiments on
the most diverse fields of action, that no form of darkness, error, or depravity,
is unassailable by the gospel, and that the cross of Christ for man as man, is
the power of God unto salvation. The conversion of the world is thus reduced
to a question of time and labour, of hope and endurance. Whatever dark
surmises, from mistaken views of the sovereignity of God, may once have
rested on the future, these can no longer oppress the Christian heart, for He
has himself, by the voice of history re-echoing that of jromisc, graciously
dispelled them ; and the Christian church, from this high vantage-ground of
experience, may now cateh, in long perspective, a gladdening view of her
future conflicts and final triumphs, which the fathers of thig generation desired
to see, and were not permitted. They saw the future only from the mountain
top of an exalted faith; we sce it even from the plains on which the first pre-
phetic conquests have been achieved.

As a pendant to Christian missions must be noticed the immense results of
Christian colonisation. Within the last half-century the gospel has diffused
itself with almost miraculous rapidity in Canada and the elder British Colonies,
and now enters on the same race in Australia; while in the United States of
America, itself the most stupendous monument of colonisation in history, the
progress, from a lethargic and indecisive to an awakened and energeric Chris-
tianity, has been such as almost to throw into the shade the advance of the
gospel in the older nations of Europe, and has covered that vast continent with
the means and_institutions of grace, amidst difficulties unparalleled, and to a
degree unprecedented in the early career of any Christian peopie.  Ylowever
feelings ofP entire cordiality between European and American Christians may
for the time be checked by the dark non-conducting obstacle of slavery, it
would be most unjust to overlook the great service of the past rendered by the
churches of the West to the common cause, and the vast promise for the future,
including, it may be confidently anticipated, the disappearance of this stain
from the bow of hope, that spans with 1ts otherwise radiant arch the morning
sky of the new world.

It may seem a great descent in the argument to pass from the general pro-
gress of the Chsistian church to the progress of the separate denvmination to
which most of us belong. I simply touch on a few of its leading features.
We have to rejoice then, in humble thankfulness to God, over two unions in
half-a-century, happily accomplished and greatly blessed—over, the birth,
growth, and prosperity of our missions, which now touch all the qnarters of
the world—over an enlarged and liberalized theological training~-over an im-
proved financial administration, and a better practical recommendation of the
voluntary principle—over a large contribution to the means of evangelical
worship in Scotland, which are now doubled since the heginning of the cen-
tury—over a very great accession of numbers and influence, so that tho three
isolated sects that stood 50 years ago in an atitude of repulsion, often of chronic
warfare with each other, have now risen up to be one of the most compaet,
organized, and influential denominatious in the country. We desire to recount
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this progress in no boastful spirit; but with unfeigned gratitude to God who
has intrusted us with so- many of the elements of enlarged usefulness. We
would nlso look hack on controversies with other sections of the church, grate-
ful to Him that what we accounted truth was maintained without permanent
sacrifice uf concord ; and on internal divisions and struggles, happy that they
too have passed away, increasing liberty and charity without detriment to
orthodoxy. May the day never come when our multiplying numbers, wealth,
and influence, shall deaden our spirituality, or entaungle us as a church in
political complications, or tempt us to vaunt of any denominational peculiar-
ities, or lead us to account any title half so glorions as that of a portion of
Christ’s universal church, standing as such on equal terms with all our hreth-
ren, and in humble submission to our views of His law, engaged in the great
common work of subduing our country and the world to Iis sceptre !

I would now, in drawing to & close, address a few parting words to the con-
gregation which this day rejoices in its venerable pastor’s jubilee. You donot
need to be assured, dear brethren, of the heartfelt joy with which all present,
and multitudes besides, rejoice along with you. You may well be congratu-
lated on having had so long as your pastor, one whose fifticth anniversary
excites so wide aund profound an interest—in having enjoyed the maturest
fruits of his studies and labours, and in seeing him st'ﬁl go out and in amongst
you, his eye in a great measure not dim, nor his natural force abated. Under
his ministry, and that of his excellent and esteemed colleague, with the bless-
ing to which all is due, you have come behind in no spiritual gift, and your
teal has provoked very many. You have deserved not only the congratula-
tions, but the special thanks, of the churches at large, for having by your
cordial appreciation encouraged your pastor to prosecute a style of Christian
teaching which has been widely influential for good, which has aseisted his
work of theological tuition, and which has yielded permanent fruits to Chris-
tian literature. Nor should your ready supply of pastoral relief be unncticed,
but for which most of these wider services to the Christian cause had been
defeated, or at least delayed. llow highly you regard and venerate him, is
known to all the world : and it would be presumption and impertinence in me
to suppose that any words of mine—even were it in itself possible—could
increase that veneration and regard. I ask not this at your hands ; but having
been invited by you this day to occupy the place of ministry, I should ill repay
the honoar did 1 not, upon so solemn an vicusion, most affectionately remind
you of the vast responsibility to God, connected with sech privileges as you
have long enjoyed. It is possible to put veneration and atection for the human
messenger in the place of reception of his message: and this danger is the

reatest in the congregations whose ministers are most revered and beloved.

hat spirit is not extinet, (alas, no! for it lives on in huinan nature,) which
leads men still to say or to think, *“We have Abraham for our father!” and
to hope to escape in the day of the Lord, under the shelter of eminent names
and holy characters. DBrethren, you are too well instructed not to know
that this viearious salvation is impossible ; and that vicarious sanctification
is also no part of the gospel system. ‘ Ife that believeth shall be saved.”
“ Let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself
alone, and not in another, for every man shall bear his own burden.”” 1 speak
thus that the fidelity of the ministry may not be compromised—that a solemn
oceasion for self examination and for self-ndvancement may not pass unim-
proved, nor the impression rest on any mind that the claims of Christianity are
exhausted by jubilation and thanksgiving, or that any attainments, however
great, are other than incentives to fresh progress. Rest assured, dear breth-
ren, that your pastor's deepest desire in regard to all who have ever enjoyed
his ministrations (and I count it & privilege indeed to rank among the pum-
ber!) is that his children may walk in the truth—that nove may come short of
that eternal life which he has so often and so earnestly proffered—and that his
declining years may be cheered and sofiened by something even better than the
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delicate and winning attentions of respectful kindness—the opening to him of
hearts whom the Lord hath touched—the multiplication even to the last, (and
long may it be ere the succession close!) of those in regard to whom he can
say, ‘For what is our hope or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in
the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?”

Tathers and Nrethren in the ministry, we are all closely connected with him,
who is the centre of this day’s assemblage ; some as contemporaries, many as
Eupils—a\l as partakers of the seme sncred office! Let us be encouraged by

is career, throngh the help of our great Lord, to run well, and may nothing
hinder us! We are all sinful, feeble, and erring mortals—only upholden as
divine strength upholds us, only enlightened as divine wisdom gives us light!
The Church of God is not in our hangs, but in the hands of its Divine Founder
and ever-living Head. We are only the feeble instraments whom he conde-
scends to employ, to sustain, and to bless, that the excellency of the power
may be scen to be of God, and not of men! Yet every instance of success and
fidelity ought to be an encouragement and an impulse to us all ; for it proves
that Christ is still walking in the midst of the golden candlesticks, and that
the stores of his fulness are unexhausted. Let us, then, rise at such a season
to the ever-living Fountain of all ministerial grace and usefulness ; and, amid
the scenes and exercises of this solemn holiday, let us renew our consecration
to our sacred office. How much of our allotted time has already fled—how few,
or how many of us chall witness the jubilee of our ministry, is keown to Him
whose right it is to determine it! The number, at most, can be but small;
and, to the vast majority, eternity shall have begun ere this century is ended.
Let us then oceupy till the Master come ; persuaded that early death in his
service i8 no calamity : and that age can be nowhere so safe and honoured as
in the bosom of His church—under His shadow and His protection! Let us
be cahinly and rationally satisfied, that nothing is 60 worthy of our fervent love
and intense devotion, as that glorious gospel which He proclaimed in life, and
sealed in death, which has been caight up from lis hands by an undying suc-
cession of witnesses, which advances in 1Iis name, alike over the ashes of its
martyrs and the graves of its ministers—and laughing to scorn all complaints
of its decrepitude, all prophecies of its extinction, travels on in the greatnessof
its strength, to bless all time, and to people eternity with vraise! In the
work of preaching, defending, and adorning this gospel, our brief life may well
pass away; av” the day will be a jubilee—come when it will—when * we shall
finish our course with joy, and the ministry which we have received of the
Lord Jesuy, to testify the gospel of the grace of God ¢

“ Now unto him that is able to keep us from falling, and to present us favit-
Jess before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God
our Sa}"iour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever.
Amen.

‘Want of space compels us to postponc noticing the other iind more spe-
cial services of the Jubilee.

FEcclestastical Notices.

REPORT OF TIE PROCEEDINGS OF TilE U. P. CIIURCII SYXNOD,
HELD AT HAMILTON, ON THE FIRST WEEK OF JUNE, 1856.

The Synod of the United Presbyterian Church in Canada met on Tuesday evening.
3d June. The opening sermon was preached by the Moderator, the Rev. Robert
Torrance, of Guelph, from Psalm xx. 5, *In the nsme of our God we will sct up
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our banners,” in the course of which he showed that it was the duty of the Church,
1st, to set up the banaer of Evangelical Doctrine; 2d, of the Presbyterian form of
Government; and 3d, of Religious Voluntaryism, or entire independence of State
connexion and control. After sermon, the Synod was constituted, and procecded to
business.

The Presbytery of London reported that they hed licensed Mr. Jobn Fothering-
hant to preach the Gospel, on the 4th of July, 1855 ; that they had accepted Mr.
Frazer's demission of the pastoral charge of the congregation of Chatham, on the same
dny, and the demission by Mr. Logic of the congregation of Brucefield, on the 2nd
January, 1856 ; that they hadinducted the Rev. Mr. Frazer into the pastoral charge
of the congregation of Goderich, on the 18th July, 1855, and had ordained Mr. John
Fotheringham to that of Hibbert and Flat Creek, on the 27th February, 1856. Far-
ther, that they had orgavized the congregation of West Nissouri, of persons previ-
ously in connexion with the congregation of London, on July 4th, 1855 ; that of
Grey, on 3d-October, 1855 ; that of Thames Road, of persons previously in connexion
with the congregation of Warrensrille, on 14th November, 1855 ; and that of Grant
County, Wisconsin, of persons formerly in counection with the congregation of the
English Settlement, on April 2d, 1856.

The Presbytery of Flamboro' reported that, on the 10th July last, they had or-
dained Mr John Lees over the congregations of Ancaster East and Ancaster West.

The Presbytery of Toronto reported that, on the 8d July, 18565, they had inducted
Mr. Peter Qlassford to the pastoral charge of the congregation of Albion and
Vaughan, and added his name to the roll; that, on the 7th August, they had re-
ceived iuto the Church, by cerfificate from the Board of Missions in Scotland, the
Rev. Messrs. Caldwell and Watson ; that on the 4th September, they had received
the Rev. Walter Inglis, and had reported the names of these parties to the Committee
of Distribution to be put on the list of Probationers; and, also, that they had re-
ceived the Rev. William Frazer’s demission of the pastoral charge of the congrega-
tion of Tecumseth. The Presbytery, at the same time, agreed to record their satis-
faction with the state of mutual respect and atiection so long existing between this
congregation and Mr. Frazer, and with the fact that this demissien bad taken place
téy cox;senc of both parties, in order to extend the operations snd influence of the

hurch.

The Presbytery of Canada East reported that the Rev. Walter Scott bad demitted
the pastoral charge of the congregation of Lachute, and that his name had been
taken from the roll of Presbytery; and that, on the 30th May last, the Rev. Mr.
Lowden had been removed by death.

The Presbytery of Lanark reported the following congregational changes since
last meeting of Synod, viz., that on January, 1855, certain members of the congre-
gation of Pakenham, in and around the village of Arnprior, were, at their own re-
quest, disjoined from the said congregation, and, with others, members of the U.P-
Church, were congregated under the designation of the U. P. congregation of Arn-
prior, and the congregation thus organised was separated from the congregation of
Fitzroy Harbor and Tarbelton, formed iuto a new charge, and declared a vacancy.
The Rev. Alesander licnderson chose to continue in the pastoral oversight of the
congregations of Fitzroy Harborand Torbolton. These congregations engage to pay
a5 stipend £60 a year, which, in the opinion of the Presbytery, is the utmost they
can raise under present circumstances, and, being purcly missionary congregations,
are, together, with the Station of Riddlestown, about five miles from Fitzroy Harbor,
Iately opened by Mr. Henderson, and which engages to pay £10 a year, recom-
mended to the fostering care and support of the Synod.

The Presbytery of Durham reported that, on the 17th April last, they had in-
ducted tho Rev. Robert Monteath into the pastoral charge of ine congregation of
Prince Albert, said congregation having been organised in the month of March, and
had disjoined the Columbus section frotn the congregation of Whitby, and constituted
it into 2 congregation on the 16th February last.

The Presbytery of Wellington rcported that, on the 17th October, 1855, they had
ordained Mr. Robert Dewar to the pastoral oversight of the congregation of Lake
Shore, Sydenham; that they had inducted Mr. Stewart into the congregation of
Carafraxa, on the Ist January, 1856 ; and that, on the 17th April they bad ordained
Mr. James Caldwell over the congregation of Esquesing.
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The Presbytery of Brant reported that, on the 24th July, 1855, they had licensed
Ar. Willinm Clarke to preach the Gospel; and that, on the 6th May, 1856, they had
organised a congregation at Shakspeare.

‘I'he Roll of Synod, being now completed from the reports of Presbytery Clerks,
was called. .

The Synod next proceeded to the clection of a Moderator, when the Rev. Messrs.
Duff, Kennedy, and Drummond were successively proposed and scconded. At his
own urgent request, the nume of Mr. Kennedy was allowed to be withdrawn, and on
the vote being taken between Mr. Duff and Mr. Drummond, the former was declared
chosen, and took the chair, znd addressed the Synod, thanking them for the honor
put upon him, and hoping that by their own erderly deportinent in Court, hislabors
would be light and pleasant.

On motion of Mr. Jennings, it was unanimously agreed that, inasmuch as to-
morrow is to be held generally as o day of public thanksgiving because of the re-
storation of peace between the Allied Powers and the Czar of Russia, the first
sederunt be devoted to devotional exercises suitable to the occasion. Drs. Taylor
and Ferrier, with Messrs. Fotheringham and Caldwell, were then appointed to.con-
duct the services of to-morrow forenoon.

Messrs. ‘Porrance and Ormiston were appointed o committce to examine the
accounts of the Treasurer, and report to-morrow evening. The following Committecs
were then appointed to examine the Minutes of Presbyteries—Mesers. Jennings and
Dick, those of London; Messrs. Cross and Drumimond, those of Flambore’ ; Messrs.
Barrie aud Dewar, those of Toronto ; Messrs. Pringle and Caldwell, those of Lan-
ark; Messvs. Torrance and Kennedy, those of Durbam ; Dr. Taylor and Mr. Thos.
Christie, those of Wellington; Messrs. William M. Christie and John Scott, those of
Brant—and to report.

On Wednesday forenoen devotionnl exercises were engaged in, according to the
resolution of the previous evening, and an address was delivered by the Rev. Dr.
Ferrier.  The Rev. John McCurdy, of Chatham, New Brunswick, one of the minia-
ters of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia, was introduced to the Synod by Mr.
Fraser, and iuvited to take his seat as a corresponding member.

At the afternoon sederunt, the Clerk of Synod laid on the table alist of Com-
mittees appointed at last meeting, and required to make Reonrts at this sossion.
Mr. Thornton intimates that, Mr. Tweedie, who had been appointui last year to
deliver an address on Missions at this meeting, would not, on account. of ill health,
be present.

The Committee on Bills and Qvertures gave in their report, and recommended
that the business be taken up in the following order:—

I. Reports of Presbyterics and Committees of Synod, thus:—(1.) Reports of
Presbyteries on superintendence of Students in Divinity. (2.) Report of Com-
mittee on Union with the Presbyterian Church of Csnada. (3.) Report of the
Committee appointed to devise a scheme for the benefit of the families of deceased
members.  (4.) Report of the Committee of Distribution. (5.) Report of the
Theological Iiducation Committee. (G.) Report of Mission Committee.

11. Letter from the Synod of the Free Church of the United States, to the Syncd
of the United Presbyterian Church in Canada. .

11I. The Rev. J. A. Devine’s resignation of his connexion as a minister with the
United Presbyterian Church in Canada, and a letter recalling the same.

IV. An Orverture from the Presbytery of ‘Toronto on the employment of Students
in Divinity in supp!ying vacancies.

V. An Overture from the Presbytery of Toronto proposing a change in certain
expressions used in the Formula of Ordination of Ministers and Elders.

VI. The Rev. William Walker’s application for admission to the United Presby-
terian Church of Canada, as a Probationer, with Testimonials.

VII. Petition of certain Ministers and Elders of the Presbytery of Wellington to
bo organized into o separaic Presbytery, to be called the I'resbytery of Grey.

VIII. Overture from the Presbytery of Brant on the allocation of Probationers.

IX. A letter from the Burear of Agriculture, and statistics requiring returns of
Deaths, Births and Marriages.

X. A paper from Esquesing on union with the Presbyterian Church of Canada.

On motion, the report and recommendation of the Committee were adopted, with
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the exception that, the applicatlon of the Rev. Mr. Watker be the first matter taken
up. Read an application, with testimonials from the Presbytery of Lancashire,
England, of the United Presbyterian Church, as also a letter of recommendation
from the Rev. Dr. Robson of Glasgow, addressed to the Rev. Dr. Ferrier, testifying
to the christian character and ministerial eflicicucy of Mr. Walker; after which, it
was unanimously agreed that he be reeeived.

Reports of Presbyteries on the inspection of Students were then called for.

The Presbytery of London reported that they had lhad one student under their
inspection, who had performed in a satisfactory manner all the exercises prescribed
tohim.  The Presbytery of Flamboro® reported that one student had been under
their inspection, that he had appeared only once in the course of the term, and been
cnjoined to re-write the discourse he had then delivered, with the intimation that
unless there was marked improvement in his exercises, the Preshytery could not in
faithfulness recommend him to proceed with his studies. The Presbytery of
Toronto rcported that thoy bad six students under their inspection, Messrs.
Fleteher, Chesnut, Moffut, Donald, Hall, and Hume, with whom they had held their
several meetings, at which they were examined, or read and delivered esercises,
according to the Synod's scheme for the Presbyterial examination of Students. 1he
Presbyters of Lrant reported that Mr. Mofint bad delivered several exerciscs to
their satistuction, and then transferred, at his own request, to the Presbytery of
Toronto; and further, that, after examination they had recommended Mr. White to
the Divinity Hall.  The Presbytery of Durhum reported that Mr. McFaul had been
under their superiniendance, but that owing to the length of session of the Divinity
Hall, they bad but «ne meeting with him, and that his exercizes were performed in
s satisfactory manuer.  The Presbytery of Canada East reported that they had had
before them Mr. S.ephen Balmner, who had been a student for two years in the
Divinity Hall in Scotland, and that he had passed the usual examination, to their
satisfaction.

The Committee for the distribution of Preachers gave in the following report:—

From July t¢ September, 1855, there were ninc Probationers on the list, viz. :—
Messre Caldwell, Carruthers, Clarke, Dewar, Fotheringhnaw, Monteath, Muir, and
Waison, to supply 23 reported vacancies, giving little over one-third supply. At
the end of this quarter, Mr. Dewar’s name was taken from the list, being settled
in one of the vacancies within the bounds of the Wellington Presbytery, aud Mr.
Carruthers’ name was withdrawn in conzequence of being incapacitated by ill
health for the duties of a Preacher.

From October {o December, the number of Probationers were eight, Mr. Ingles
having been received and his name placed on the list; and there were 23 vacant
congregations reported, giving still only one-third supply. At the end of this
quarter, the names cf Messrs. Fotheringham and Stuart were taken from the list,
the former bhaving accepted a call in the bounds of Londen I'resbytery, and the
Iatter one in the bounds of Wellington Presbytery.

During the next quarter, viz.: from January te March, 1856, there were six
Probationer: aml 24 reported vacant congregations, giving about one-fourth supply.
At the end of this quarter, the names of Messrs. Caldwell, Inglis and Monteath,
were taken from the list at their own request, those brethren having been called,
and about to be settled.  Mr. Carruthers having applied to kave his name placed
again on the list of I'robationers, his request was complied with, but in a very sbort
ume he was again incapacitated by ill health, so that there were only thr:¢ Proba-
tioners duricg the menths of Apri}, May and Juune, to supply 18 reported vacancics,
giving only ¢ne-sixth supply.

There bas been six Preachers orasined or inducted into pastoral charges during
the past twelve wmonths, and one has become unfit for the duties of preaching.
There are still three on the list, one of whom is now under call, and will Jikely be
settled nt the end of June.  There is very urgent need for more preachers.  There
are still 21 or 22 vacant congregations and stations, which very wmuch require s
settled minister in order to success.

. James Dicg, Con. of Com.

On motion, the report just read was reccived, and the cordisl thauks of the Synod
were given to the Committee for the diligence and care with which they had
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attended to the duties committed to them. The Committee, coneisting of Messrs.
Dick, Jennings and Ormiston, were re-appointed. Mr. Dick, Convener.

Read and reccived a letter from the Free Church Synod of the United States,
conveying to the Synod the assurance of the fraternal congratulations and sympathy
of that body on & variety of points, and giving information of some peculiarities of
their own organisation and ecclesiastical polity. The Synod, while reciprocatirg
the fraternal sentiments contained in the letter, but refraining from entering into
special questions to which certain expressions might give rige, agreed to appoint a
Committee, consisting of Dr. Ferrier and Mr. Barrie, to prepare a reply and
transmit it as a Synodical document.

Read & letter from Mr. Devine, to the Rev. Mr. Torrance, as Moderator of Synod,
tendering his resignation of all eccclesinstical connexion with this church, also a
letter from the same to the same, recalling that tender of resignation, also a letter
from the same to Mr. Dick, as Convener of the Committee of Distribution in relation
to the same matter. After some debate it was agreed, that the case be delayed till
Dr. Taylor, of the Presbytery of Canada East, in whose bounds Mr. Devine then
was, should be present. When takeu up again, it was unanimously resolved that,
Mr. Devine’s tender of resignation be accepted in terms of bis letter to the Moderator
of Synod, dated 22nd August, 1855, and that his letter recalling that tender of
resignation be not received.

The Rev. Mr. Ebbs, of the Congregational Church, was invited to take his sent as
a corresponding member. The Rev. Mr. McCurdy, and subsequently the Rev. Mr.
Patterson of Greenhill, Picton, were requested to deliver addresses at the Missionary
Meecting on Thursday evening, on the state, operations and prospects of the Pres-
byterian Church of Nova Scotia.

Toak up an Qverture from the Presbytery of Toronto, anent the occasional em-
ployment of Studentsin Theology, in supplying vacant congregations and praying
for the deliverances of Synod.  Moved by Mr. Porteous, seconded by Mr. Barrie,
that the employment of students for the purpose indicated, be left to the judgment
of Presbyterics. Moved in amendment by Mr. Drummond, seconded by Mr.
Torrance, that the Students be employed in Missionary work, under the superin-
tendence of Presbyteries, and with the knowledge of the Distribution Committee.
The motion was carried by a majority.

Took up the following Overture from the Presbytery of Toronto, suggesting
certain alterations in the Formuls, for the Ordination of Ministers and Elders.

Whereas in the second question of the Formula for Ministers and Elders at
ordination, and for Preachers at license, the following words occur:—*¢It being
understood, that you are not required to approve of any thing in these documents,
(that is, the Confession of Faith—the Catechisms Larger and Shorter) which
teaches, or is supposed to teach, compulsory or persecuting and intolerant principles
in religion” ; and whereas said words in the opinion of the Presbytery are indefinite,
as they seem to give or imply the negative or silent sanction or permission of the
Church to hold and approve of compulso~v or prosecuting and intolerant principles
in religion, it is therefore overtured, that the Synod alter and amend this section of
the Formula, by erasing the words ¢ are not required to approve of,” and inserting
in their stead, disapprove, condeinn, or svme such synonymous, or sentence of like
import.

?t was agreed that the subject should be in the mean time postponed. hen
again taken up, it was moved by Mr. Thornton, seconded by Mr. Dunbar, that the
alteration proposed be adopted by the Synod. Moved in amendment by Mr.
Jennings, seconded by Mr. Cross, that it is not expedient to entertain the prayer of
this Overture. On a vote being taken, the amendment was carried by a majority.

Read and received a petition from certain ministers and members of the Pres
bytery of Wellington, praying that the ministers and cobgregations of St. Vincent
and Eupbrasia, of Lake Shore, Sydenham, Sullivan, Brant and Greenock, be erected
into & new Presbytery, to be called the Presbytery of Brant. On motior, the
prayer was unanimously granted, and the first meeting of said Presbytery was
appointed to be held in the Town of Sydenham, on the Tuesday after the first
Sabbath of July, the Rev. W. Fayette to be first Moderator.

Took up ©n overture from the Presbytery of Brant, relating to the allocation of
Probationers, and prayiug that certain changes should be made of the purport fol-
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lowing :—1. That the Distribution Comnmittee, having been previously instructed by
the Presbytery Clerks as to the number of their vacaucieg, and the relative pro-
portion of supply, shall be invested with power te issuc ull appointments to the
Preachers direct, and also to forward to the vacant congregation, a copy of their
supply. 2. That the said Committee, while they have respect to the relative wants
of Presbyteries, and study equal distribution, be also empowered to station a
Preacher in a vacancy for a longer or shorter period, at the request of the I'res-
bytery, and with the consent of the parties concerned. It was moved by Mr.
Torrauce, seconded by Mr. Dunbar, that the prayer of the overture be granted.
Moved in mmendment by Mr. Dick, seconded by Mr. Cross, that the first part of the
prayer of the overture be refused, and that the second part be granted.  Un being
put, the amendment was negatived by a large majority, but the Commiittee having
expressed, at the subsequent sederunt, their inability to hold office under this de-
cision, it was rescinded, and the Synod adopted the second part of the overture, and
decided that the Committee of Distribution, while they have respect to the velative
wants of Presbyteries, and study equal distribution, be empowered to station a
Preacher in a vacancy for a longer or shorter period, at the request of & Presbytery,
and with the cousent of the parties concerned.

The Rev. George Patterson of Greenhill, one of the ministers of the Presbyterian
Church of Nova Scotia, was introduced, and invited by the Moderator to take his
seat as a corresponding member.

Read a letter from the Burean of Agriculture, and Statistics in relation to returns
of Baptisms, Marriages and Deaths, as required by 10 and 11 Vie,, ¢. 14, &. 16,
to be made to that Department. Mr. Torrance and Cavin, with Mr. Lunn,
Elder, were appointed to take the matter into consideration, and to report by reso-
lution or otherwise, upon it.  The Committec reported the following resolutions at
a subsequent sederunt.®

Read nnd received a petition from a meeting of delegates from the congregations
of the Free Church, and the United Presbyterian Church in Esquesing, on the
subject of union. It was agreed that, action on the matter be delayed, till the
Synod hear the report fram the Committee on Union with the Presbyterian Church
of Canada.

Read and received o petition from Mr. Clarke, Probationer, for an increase of
salary.  On motion, it was agreed that, the Synod feel themselves unable to comply
with the prayer of this petition.

In reply to an inquiry by Mr. Dick, the Synod declared that, Mr. Livingston
should, in compliance with his request, be placed on the list of Probationers.

Dr. Taylor of Montreal, communicated to Synod the desire of the Union Com-
mittee of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, to be heard by deputation at this
meeting. It was agreed to receive them this forenoon, at 114 o'clock, and that the
Moderator respond to their addresses, in the name of Synod.  The Deputaticn con-
sisted of Mr. Lowry, Moderator of that Church, and Mr. Inglis, who were introduced
by Dr. Taylor, and severally expressed their interest in the U. L. Church ; and their
hope that, a satisfactory union would be shortly effected. The Moderator, Mr.
Duff, in na bricf and sppropriate reply, reciprocated the sentiments expressed.
Devotional excreises, consisting of prayer and praise, were then engaged in.

The Report of the Mission Committee for the past year was then read by Mr.
Torrance, Convener, and in conmexion with it, the statistics of congregations.

On motion, the report was reccived and adopted, and the thanks of the Synod
were given to the Committee, for the ability and diligence with which they had
discharged the important duties entrusted to them. The following persons were
then nppointed a Committee for the ensning year :—Prof. Taylor, the Rev, Messrs.
Christie, Barrie, Jennings, Ormiston, Drummend, Duff, Dunbar and Torrance, with
Thomas Armstrong, James Armstrong, Alesander Watt, and Robert Christie, Bsq.
Mr. Torrance to be Convener.

The following resolution, moved by Mr. Kennedy, and seconded by Mr. Lunn,
was unanimously adopted:—That this Synod call the attention of its clerical
members to the fact that, owing to lack of Preachers, many of the outlying stations
are but partially supplied with the means of gace, and would earnestly urge that

* These will appear in our nest number.
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ministers, with the consent of their congregations, tender their services for two or
more Sabbaths, anunually, to the Committee of Distribution.

Read and received a report from the session and congregation of New Glasgow,
respecting the death of their ate pastor, the Rev. Alex. Lowden, representing the
destitute condition of the bereaved widow and family, and recomending them to the
aid and sympathy of the: Synod. On motion, it was agreed, that the case he
recommended to the favourable consideration of the Mission Committee. It was
further agreed that, the Synod recommend the case of the family to the people of
their respective congregationg, and by collections or subscriptions, express their
interest in their welfare. Dr. Taylor and Mr. Patton were requested to take
charge of any funds which might be raised for the above purpose.  Messrs. Barrie
and Skinner were appointed a Committee to draw up a minute, expressive of the
mind of the Synod in relation to Mr. Lowden’s death.

The Synod held their annual Missionary Meeting on Thursday evening. Mr.
Tarrance read the Report of the Comumittee, and Mr. Cross delivered an interesting
and eclaborate address on the subject of Missions, The Rev. Mr. McCurdy of
Chatham, New DBrunswick, then addressed the meeting, and gave some account of
the history and operations generally, of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia.
Mr. Patterson followed with an address on the Foreign Missions of that Chureh,
giving an interesting account of the origin, progress and present state of the mission
to the New Ifebrides, and requesting the Church here to become a fellow worker in
that field of heathen evangelisation.  Both of these addresyes were full of instruc-
tion, and were listened to with mirked attention by the Synod and general meeting,

(7o be concluded in next number.)

GLASGOW, SCOTLAND. : speedily beexpected in Canada. The Rer.

The U. P. Congregation of Greyfriars, ! William Inglis, Inte of Banff, and Mr. J.

bave catled Mr. Henry Calderwood to be { M. King, Preacher, will also soon snil

their Pastor. « from Scotland for this Province.

MINISTERIAL SUPPLY FROM SCOTLAND. ‘

The Rev. James Gibson, late of Bechir, |

and Rev. Thomas Stevenson, late of i
Auchtermurchty, have arrived or may

The Mission Committee will meet (D.
V.) in Flamboro, on the Tuesday after
the sccond Sabbath of July, at 2 o’clock
P.M. RouT. TorrANCE, Convener.

Gleanings.

A BRITISIL SAILOR DYING ABROAD.

Says the Rev. B. Weiss, in a letter, dated Algiers, Sept. 15, 1855 :—¢ On the 5th
August, as L came to the hospital on my usual visits, and entering the place where
three British sailors lay ill, oue of these, a Glasgow lad, told me that the day before.
a first mate belonging to an English ship was brought in dangerously ill, and that
he was very anxious to sce me as soon as I came, Accompanied by the lad men-
tioned, I entered the little room, where I found the man really dangerously ill, and
another mariner belonging to the same vessel, #ho had come to see him, sat beside
his bed. As soon as the lad told the sufferer that I was the missionary who visits
them often, he grasped my hand with convalsive strength, and said, * Blessed be
God, who denied me not the comfort of sceing 2 minister of the Gospel before I
die.” He said that though his beloved and godly parents fulfilled faithfully their
Christian duties towards him by instruction and example, he yielded to the entice-
ments of the children of this world, often forgot himself, and acted against the Lord's
holy will and against his own couscience ; that, therefore, he dreaded now that there
was ne more pardon for him in Christ, seeing that Lie offended after having knowa
his duties towards his God and Saviour. Often, in the course of his confession, he
exclaimed, ¢ What is now the whole of this miserable world unto me. All I want
now is Christ. O tell me, tell me plainly, is there any bope for my poor soul in
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Chirist 2 I tried to lead the poor sufferer to the eross, showing to him that it was
for guilty, and repenting, and contrite sinmers that Christ died. I then read a por-
tion of the tenth chapter of John, made some rewarks, and then prayed 5 after which
the evidently revived man said, ¢ Surely Christ showed me the first tolens of mercy
in having sent you here.’  As I gave some tracts to the man I found with him, aud
toid him to distribute them on board the vessel, the sick man said, * O, my dear friend,
teltmy comrades in the nameof God, in the name of a dyingman, and for the suke of
the salvation of their souls, to return unto the Lovd withoutdelay, . . O let them
not wait a moment ; let them seek Christ, and not rest until they find Him; for it
is bitterer than death itself to have fo seek 11im on the bed of death ;” and breaking
out again in loud lamentation, said, ¢ 0 merciful Jesus, let me die the death of the
righteous.” Before I left him, 1 bad to promise him to supplicate the Lord that e
would graciously allow him a few days more for preparation for death.

Next morning ! found that the Lord bad heard our prayer, for the excruciating
pain had left the sufferer, and he looked free and serene; he wept still from time
10 time, but these tears were no longer those of agony, they were expressions of
tender gratitude to an everlasting Saviour. After prayer, he told me, among otker
things, that, though he was born and bred in Englaud, his parents belo ged to
Scotland, and had been members of the Original Secession Church.  When, at his
demand, I told bim that I was here tho agent of the Scottish Society for the Con-
version of Israel, and that the Directors of that Society resided in Glusgow, he tuck
my hand aud said, with an urdent affection, ¢ As I must go the way of all men, and
shall hence not be abte to express personally my gratitude to them for what T owe.
under God, to their instrumentality, promise me, sir, to do it for me shen Iawn
zone. O tell them that it pleased God to restore an agonized soul by the blessed
instrumentality of one of their missionaries; convey unto them the most hearty
thanks of a dying man (hero tears choked his voice for a while).  An Eunglishman,
yea, a Scottish Presbyterian man: could I ever have thought to find 2 minister in
this distant land to bring me comfort on the bed of death? A Glasgow Saciety bas
sent you here! wish them, in iny name, all the blessings of heaven, and all success
in their labours of love.” I prowmised him to do so, and, owing to this promice. I
give you this narrative.  After a few days' leisure, which the Lord left him to
strengtlien the new bond of fuith, love, aud hope, the most dreadtul sufferings re-
turned, which he bore with great paticnce. I then heard him often pray, that if it
were the Lord's will e would take away the vital spark at opce, and thus put an
end to his agony, but he always added, ¢Not mine, O Lord, but Thy holy will be
done.” To everybody’s astonishment, he kept on cleven days in this awial condi-
tion, whilst the ablest medical men in the hospital thought that he would not over-
live two. On the afternoon of Sabbath, the 19th August, 1 found him quite ex-
hausted, and, only with great difficulty, ho expressed the wish for a littde fresh
water, which, when he took and wasrefreshed a little, he expressed his thanks to me
in touching words, and then said, ‘1 am now dying fast, blessed be Ged, T am dying
in Jesus ;' taking my hand, for the last time, he said, ¢ pray the Lord to deliver me
from the power of the tempter in the Iast struggle.’  We prayed, and balf an hour
after, he fell asleep in his Redeemer. lie was an intelligent young man, of about
thirty years of age, and had his diploma us captaia of a vessel. —Jur. Wis. Hayg.

GERMAY PMILOSOPHY—DEEP OR ONLY DARK?

It has been zealously instilled in the minds of many, that Germany has eome-
thing far more profound to supply than any thing hitherto extant in our native li-
terature ; though what that profound something is, seems not tobe well understood by
itsadwmirers. They are, most of them, willing to take it for granted, with an in-
plicit faith, that what seems such Zard thinking must be very accurate and origin:.
thinking also. What is abstruse and recondite they suppose must be abstruse and
recondite wisdow ; though, perhaps, it is what, if stated in pluin English, they
would throw aside as partly trifling truismns, and partly stark folly.

«Itis a remark that 1 have heard highly applauded, that a cleer idea is gene-
rally alittleidea; for theze are not a few persons who estimate the depth of thought.
as an unskilful eye would estimate the depth of water. Muddy water is apt to be
sapposed deeper then it is, because you cannot sec the bottom ; very clear water.
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contrary, will always seem less deep than it is, both from tie well-known law of re-
fraction, and also because it is so thorougly penetrated by the sight. Men fancy
that an idea must have been always obvious to every oue, when they find it so
plninly presented to the mind, that every one can easily take it in. Aun explanntion
that is perfectly clear, satisfuctory, and simple, often causes the unrefiecting to
forget that they had needed any explunation at all.”— Whately.

WHOM TO THANK.

A lady applied to Richard Reynolds of Bristol, onbehalf of an orphan.  After he
had given liberally, she said, ‘¢ Wheo he is old enougk, I will teach him to name
and thank his benefactor.” ¢ Stop” said the good man; ¢ you mistake; wedo not
thank the clouds for the rain; teach him to look higher, and thank Him who giveth
both the cloud and the rain.”—Juvenile Mayazine.

THE HAPPINESS OF CHRISTIAN BENEFICENCE,
«1 feel it to be indeed a pleasure and privilege to talk to my sick comrades and
fallow-sinners of Jesus; and I am sure that they who never visit the suffering and
dying, deprive thomselves of the deepest happiness this life affords.”—IHedley Vicars

The Governmental desecration of the Sabbath by means of music in the public
parks and squares of London has been discontinued. This concession to public
Christian sentiment, by tho first Minister of the Crown, was tardily and angrace-
fally grantel. However the act has erased a foul blot from the national escutcheon
of Britain, and sheds the light of hope on her future. The godless will profane the
Lord’s day, despite human efforts to the contrary, but woe to that land where legis-
lators encourageand facilitate such desceration. It may be that fools will dance, but
it is disgraceful and unendurable that Government should provide and pay the piper.

The annual meetings of the great religious and benevolent socictids in the mother
country have lately been held.  And it is gratifying to know that the tide of beno-
volence has neither been rolied back nor arrested by the war recently terminated.
“The Bible Society reports an increase of £4000. The Church Missivnary Society
an increase of £2000. The Wesleyan Missionary Society an increase of £2000.
While the income of the London Missionary Society has advanced £22,000 during
the last year.”

OBITUARY.

On the 30th uit. the Rev. Mr. Lowden, minister of the U. P. Congregation it
New Glasgow, C. E., died suddenly after a short illness at Claremont, Pickering,
where he preached on the preceding Sabbath. Mr. Lowden was universally
esteemed by his brethren, and much beloved by his congregation.

His Family are thus, in the Providence of God, left in somewhat destitute
circumstances; and the Synod wisely resolved, at itslate scssion, to commend them
to the Christian spmpathy and liberality of all the congregations under its charge,
several of which have already cheerfully and carnestly responded, and it is to be
hoped that none will neglect to do so soon, in order that the widow and the father-
less, in this case, may meanwhile be suitably provided for.

A more extended notice of this mournful event may be expected next month.

#,%* We regret that owing to the non-arrival of our usual missionary intelligence
from Britein, we arc unable to give any news this month under that head. We
trust, however, our readers will feel sufficient interest in perusing the full report of
uﬁe late meeting of our Synod, and other articles in the present No. to compensate for
the want.

We would particularly call the attention of our readers to the «Summary of
Principles ” recently issued by the Synod of the Church at Ilome, and to the
advertisement relative thereto, which willbe found on the Cover.




