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CIRCULATION OF THE ~RECORD."

Tue Recorp for 1869 paid itself.  We are not in debt for 18€¢9. Let that
year be marked with a white stone by every one who remembers how the Synod
Fuond used to be half eaten up, and how, besides, Members of Synod had to con
tribute personally, te make up the deficit of the Record. 'The little periodical
was 2 necessity, but it was beginning to be felt as a burden  And our pleasure
at Jxarning that it is to be 80 no more is increased when we think that in 1569
we had to pay postage for the first time on it, and that this was an additional
cost of over 850. The Record is now in the sixteenth year of ns (\|~tulcc,
and we believe that there are some good Kirkmen whe have received it for the
greater part of that dime without paying a peuny for it.  Nu wonder that others
had to pay.  But now - we have dmng\ d all that.”  Having got so far, the
question irresistibly suggests itself, * could not we get a little farther 7 Is it
not possible to have a balance to the goad of one or two hundred dollars to pay
an Editor, or for a contribution to our Synod Fund?  And the answer is, that
we could have all that and more, if our circulation were 2000 instead of less
than 1500. Ilave we amy right to ook for such a result 7 A glanee at the
following tables may suggest the wnswer, as they show where the circulation
is smallest in proportvon to the number of our adherents and congregations :—

stimated Kirk Number of Con« No. of Records

Popnlation. gregations. taken.

Picton Presbytery-  «  ~ 13,000 12 546
Halifax  do. - - - 3,000 5 31t
Prince Edward Island do. - 10,000 5 179
St. John, N. B. do. - - 4,500 7 179
Miramichi do. - - - 3,500 3 80
Restigouche do- - - - 3,000 4 75
Cape Breton - - - 3,000 3 61
Single subeeribers all over the

world and exchanges - - 64

Total number of Records taken - - . - 1493
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1t is easy to see from this table that we have a right to aim at a total circu-
lation of 2000 ; that if' in all places of our ficld as many were taken in proportion
to our population as now are in some, we would have a cireulation of 4000.

But perhape a fairer way is to show how many are taken in our congrega-
tions respectively, and we proceed to do so, although there is some difficulty in
doing this accurately in so large a Presbytery as Pictou, because the addreases
show only the Post Offices and not the congregations.  Iere is the hest list that
we can draw up, crosses before a name showing that the congregation is without

a minister :—
No. of Recorida taken.

New Glasgow - - - - - - - - - 103
Pictou ]-l - ic - p -} - - - - - - 81
#*Rogers Hill and Ca ohn- - - - - - - —
g?\t?er Johu and Tag;nagouche - - - - - 44
#\West Branch Rive» John and Earltown - - - - 20
Wallace and Pugwash - - - - - - - 46
Saltaprings - - - - - - - - 75
Gairloch- - - - . - . - - . 41
*W. B.and E. B. East River - - - - - - 351
Albion Miues - - - - - - - . - 35

McLennan's Mountain - - e - - - - 2
*Barney’s River and Lochaber- - - - - - 24

Total - - - - - - - - 546

St. Matthew’s, Halifax - - - - - - - 110
St. Andrew’s, do. - - - - - - - - 52

St. John’s, Newfoundland - - - - . - 44
Truro, and Folly Mountwi1 and Mines - . - - 52
Little River, Musquodoboit, and New Antrim - - - 36
Richmond and N. W. Arm Stations - - - - - 17

Total - - - - - - - - 311
Georgetown and New Perth - - - - - - 486

Charlottetown - - - - - - - - 36
St. Peter’s and Brackley Point Roads- - - - - 85
Belfast and Orwell- - - - - - . - 28
Rev. Mr. McColl's Mission- - - - - - - 34

Total - - - - - - - . 179

St. Andrew’s, St. John, N.B. - - - - <. . 44
Portland, do. - - - - - . TS
Si. Andrews - - -« - . I

Nashwaak - - - =+ <« <« . . <. 11
*Upper Woodstock - - - - - . . - 5
Fredericton - - - - - - - - . 37
#Richmond- - - < - - - . . o

Total - - - - - - - - 179

Chatham - - - .
Newcastle and Douglastown - - - - . - 2§

Tabusintac B T

Total - - - e e . 80
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Bathwst - - - - - - - - . - 14
DPathonsie - - - - - - - - . 92
Campbelitown, &e. - - - - - - - - 34
New Richmond - - - - - - - - 5
Total - - - - - - . - 75

*Middle River and Baddeck, C. B. - - - - - 10
Broad Cove and Margaree - - - - - - - 7
Rev. Mr. Fraser's Mission - - - - . - 14
Total - - - - - - . - 6

Many of the items in the above table are exceedingly instractive 5 but instead
of pointing the moral, we shall leave cach of our readers to do so for himself.
Nearly one-fifth of the Records taken in Picton Presbytery are sent to New
Clasgow congregation : and nearly one-half of those taken in St. John, N. B.
Preshytery are sent to Mr. Caie’s new congregation. It any mistakes have been
made in the tables, they were nnavoidable, and will be reetified at onee on their
heing pointed out.

When we compare our present cireulation with what a littie effort in a
dozen localities would make it, we feel ourselves behind hand and sluggish as a
church.  But when we compare it with the eivenlation of the Canada Presby-
terian, the organ of cur church in Quebee and Ontarie, as we find it stated
in the February number of that periodical. we cannot help congratulating our-
selves even on our present condition.  We are actually ahead of them, tﬁough
they have nearly four times the number of our congregations.  Their circulation
is only 1466, and of these, too, 157 are on the free list. It would seem that they
have suffered from inereasing the size and the price; for in 1859 their issue was
2500.

The Prestyterian is a well conducted chureh periodical, and we cannot
understand why its cireulation should be o miserably small. Fven in Montreal
—the city where it is published, a city of four times the population of Halifax,
its circulation is not 50 copies more than that of our Record in Halifax. The
Presbytery of Montreal returns about 1700 fawilies as directly connected with
the chureh; and we consider that these alone should abserb the present issue.
IHowever, cur business is with our own Record.  In point of literary merit we
have no reason to be ashamed of it.  Taking the average for a year, we find
that at least ninc-tenths of its contents consist of original matter. If our
ministers and intelligent Taymen would only take the trouble of sending us
church news and occasional short articles, there would be more interest felt in
it by our readers because of the greater varie* But in the meantime, what
we ask for, is, an increased circulation, until at any rate we can depend on
2000,

LETTER YROM REV. C. M. GRANT.

CavrcuTra, DEC. 27TH, 1869
To the LEditor of the Record :—

I HAvE a host of things to write about this time, and very little time to
write them. Since I sent off my last for you, we have passed through the great
annual festival of India—the Doorga Poojah, a festival in honor of Doorga, the
wife of Mahadeva or Shiva. and T wish to give some account of it ; also, I have
had a trip away up to, and into, the Himalayas, and I wish to say something about
what 1 saw; and now, Christmas and the Duke of Edinburgh have come, and
Calentta is blooming in artificial beauty, resonant of music, and thundering
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daily. even hourly, with camplimentary salvos o artitlery to Governor-Genepal,
Dake, Commander-in-Chief, Governors oft Provinees, and the thowl-and-one
of our tendatory native Princes who have Hocked together to weleome the Duke
and display their fosalty s and Twish to say o tew words about all this tonasho.

(1). A few words .ﬂmu( the Doorgra lmu i hediday <. They are all to us
that the Christtnas holidays are to 1 n~'..md..m<l the New Year to Seatland, and
far more.  In Europe and Awerica. !IUII(L!.\.\. no donbt, are enjorvable, amd an
*institution ™ to be patromized t but here they are necessaey. In the former
places they come as relaxation—here, as Bie s there, as alonding opportunities
for unbending from lnbor— here for filling the lungs onee in the year with cool
air,and vendeving future Jabar not only pleasant but possible s there, Cliristias
and New Year come in the midst of ¢old and bracing weather, and sabserse
the purposes ot jollity even more than health—here, the Doorga Poojal comes
Just .tlmut the elose of the worst season of the vear, the hor, damp, stewy = wet
season.” and enables all to eseape for a tortuight or three weeks out of the
Plains 1o the Coast or Hills, and to return again, not to he agn prostrated ang
all sap to be again stewed out of them, but to find that their absence has been
the elbow- ;umt of the season, and that the cool weather, with fresh breezes and
plea<ant mornings and evenings, has taken the place of” the everlasting steam
and vapour bath of July, A: l;:lht and September. Truly Mrs, l)uurw as a
heathien deity, is by no means a respectable lupx'untalu'v 1 but as the aceasion,
itnot the cause, of these holidays, she deserves the gratitude of every Sahib from
Comorin to the Himalayas,  Her's is the great festival, lasting Tonger, and
celebrated with more  prodigality and (]l‘*]ll‘lv. than that of any other idol.
Government took advantage of this, and ot its happening jast at the scason of
the year when every one of us in the Plains is completely + done up.” to convert
it into the fong holidays of the year. Besides this, we keep as (Lvsc holidays
not only such holidays as (lxr1~111r1~ New Year, Easter, &n: - but also something
like 2 dozen of the chief Hindoo testivals.  Indeed, moall warm countries, a
multiplicity of holidays arises from the necessity of’ human nature and circum-
stances.  Men need them, and in the course of time they will have them: and
if they do not commemorate great national or political events, they will soon
come to commemorate real or fancivd religious ones.  Instead of endeavoring
to crush this necessity. it would be well for wise nvn to endeavor o give p(‘ﬂplt‘
worthy events to remember, and to teach them how to remember them in
a worthy manner. It may scem strange that a Christian government
should legalise heathen festivals, but remember. (1) the people wodd have
them, let Government do as it pleaserd 3 (2) the people needed them. and as
they would not aceept Christian ones, \\N!nm decreed to let them bave what
they wished till a higher inner life warranted a ]n;_;]ul cutward form; (3)

Tovernment has always gone on the * conciliation ” poliey. according to whiek
the utmost claims of heathenism have been readily  admitted.—itg »iehts, even
according to its own pretensions, vindicated. —and the advance of Religion
sccured, not by legislative assistance, frequently even not by legislative justice.
but by its own inherent superiority, and by the uln ration ot that Law ace “ording
to which Darkness as a negative must Hy betore Light as a pusitive.

But even as a matter of poliey this recognition of Doorga might he justified.
The educated natives now speak of and rt-wn"d the huhdaw “far more_than
the *festival.”  They long for the former; they laugh at ‘the latter. True.

many families even of the wc(xlthy and educated still Lcep up the Poojah, still

celebrate the worship at enormous expense and with an infinity of tinsel
display ; but this comen from an utter want of faith in anything real and true,
an utter want of conviction, on the one side, and a fondness for old customs,
and the regard of the masses on the other, and not from any belief in the ex-
istence of the goddess or the reality of her worship.  As conscience is being
developed in the Bengalis, they arc more amd more beginning to protest against
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this vomplianec and verr by year new fanilies are heing added 1o these whae
refuse to take part in the ddolary, X frend of mine,—a native gentleman,
and a Bralmio-Soma) man, and therelore an apponent of idol-waorship,~-took
me the fist night of the festival, whieh this year happened to e October 12th,
to the honse of an s orthodox ™ Babn, where ali the old rites are stll kept ap,
in order that T might i some idea of what the cervmony was ke, s the
feast abommable heathen worship Thine yet witnessede The idobis i the form
of a beautitud female warrior with a spear and helmet, loaded with jewelry, and
holding by her Teft hand acyoung girl who T was told was her danghter. She
i< a pleasing contrast to what <he s yepresented as being when she came in
anothoer form vize that of Kalicin whiclt <he is a hideous mounster with great,
red. proteading tonge hanging down over the breast. The festival of Kali
comes off a few weeks after that off Doorga, and s hideons as the image, and
abominable as the deification of Juscin the worship of her husband Shiva.

Fo return to my visit to Doorga-—"The Hindoo House is a square building
surrounding an welosure, generally open to the skyv, sometimes covered over,
and corresponding to the atrhon of the Latins. The four sides of’ thix centre
square or inclosare are of conrse the four sides of the house. Al around it
(re. the square) the rooms are arranged. and in front of the rooms runs a
verandah, or rather two verandahs, one above the other, looking down into the
square.  As Lentered the avehway which leads into the square, Usaw the young
men of the family —a Bralmin family —and their friends walking up and down,
chatting together guite gaily, all stripped to the waist and wearing the » poita.”
ar sacred thread, as a sign of orthodoxy, and a garnish to the utter hollowness
of seepticism that was within. I recognized some of them as students, and as
having been present at my Sunday  evening leetures, and they all - evidently
recognized me. Don't forget that if these young fellows h:l}l)pvncd to call on
me or meet me inoany other place, they would indignantly protest against
idolatry, deelare acquicscence with St. Paul when he wrote that © an ol is
nothing.” and profess the purest faith in the one God. Yet here they were
aiding and abetting, cncouraging that which they professed to hate, just because
truth was not in them, and their hearts were false as hell. I think T can see
the sneer of contempt on the lip of some of the strong young men of Nova
Seotia who read abont this contemptible weakness and falsity.  How they
despise the supple Bengali, aud how  strong they would be ! How they would
staned out even against the very appearance of countenancing folly so great as
the worship of an idol ! My brothers, one balf of you are guilty of the same.
Let the young man who has not conrage to cheek by a word or a frown the
idolatry of ~elfs and the idolatry of profanity and vice around him, but who
smiles at what he knows to be wrong —let him despise, forsooth, the man who
here tolevates what  he bas been aceustomed to see from his  childhood, and
which to him is no more of a =i than an oath is to one brought up in a Christian
land!  Where there is emptiness of God there is fulness of the devil; where the-
worship of Truth, Meckness and Rightesisiiess, is not, there will surely be the
idalatey of wicevid heart. . Unless God and His Christ be in you and served by
you, then you are as false to your convictions and to your d't: - itenat the
core, and as truly idolaters as they are,

T glad to say that some of these young fellows had the grace to look
ashamed of’ themselves when they saw me.  Some of them looked as if they
wished they had not been ¢ ught at a Poojah. This was not intended to be
~cen by the Sahib @ this was of” the inner and domestic ife to be lived at a great

_remove from the other life of affected Monotheism and Western civilization.
Others tried to carry it off bravely—-came forward smilingly, ealled for a
chair, eleared a lane through the crowds of poorer devotees who were swarming
i< that T might cet a good look at the idel, and treated the whole matter as
one of how, evidently trying to give me the impression that they were there
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for the same purpose as myselfi—that we knew hetter, and conld afford (o smile
at the whole affair, At the foot of the idol sat, erors-legged, an old Braliman,
the family Priest, who received the offerings of the worshippers who kept pour-
ing in, and who, imwediately atter presenting the offering, prosteated themselves,

ressing the forehead agains the floor in front ot the idol. Tt was astrange sight,

Couny Bengal and old Bengal were befure and around me. Here was young
Bengal represented by these young men erowding and chatting wound me in
the centre of the square, without one atom ot reality or faith in their hearts
and there was old Bengal represented by that old Pundit in the recess at
Doorga’s feet, and by the streaming erowd, chiefly women, entering, offering
their gifts, prostrating, and then passing out to make room fin more. The one
had no faith ina living God, the other had taith in a dead idod—the one knew
the Truth, but would net worhip it 5 the othier thought that a i was the Truth.
and in lowliness worshipped.  God have pity on hoth !

Kali, I have said, is Doorga in another form. She came for a different purs
nose, lived a diiferent life, and is worshipped at a different festival and ander a
different form.  Dr. MeLeod, in Good Words, deseribes a visit to Kalighat (the
Ghat, or landing place, of Kali) frum which Caleutta, or Kalighata derives its
name, and I therefore do notsay anything about it, save this—sthat repulsive as
it was when he saw it, he did not see it at its worst. 1 saw it at the Kali
Poojuli; and of all the caricatures of worship ever presented —of all the
irreverence and unsecmly riot ever displayed, T don’t believe anvthing ever
surpassed this, unless it be in connection with Shiva worship in some of the
localities where European influence has not penetrated.  Shiva worship. which
is just the deification of productiveness, and has ended in beeoming a detfication
of lust and prostitution, especially in the South of India, is abomination pure
and simple ; and it tells an awful tale concerning the moral condition of India,
as well as affords an awful corroboration of the truthfulness of Pauls picture in
the first chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, when we are told that there are
more temples to Shiva in India than to all other deities ftogether.

My helidays were chicfly spent in a trip up to Darjeeling, the greai Sani-
tarium of Bengal, situated” on the side of the Himalayas, at aw clevation of
7000 or 8000 feet above the sea. I went up for several reasoms.  (1). I had
been “down”  with fever, and still feit weak and wanting in vitality. The
fresh air of the hills was just what Ineeded.  (2). I wished to make enquiries
concerning the aboriginal Hill Tribes, with a view to the establishment of the
Aboriginal Mission, which, you will have learned trom the Chureh of Seotland
Record, the India Committee have resolved to establish.  (3). A new Union
Church to be for the uce of all evangelical clergymen was to be opened, and
the Depaty Commissioner had written to ask me to go ap, spend as long as |
could with him, and, as representing the Church of Scotfand, preach the fist
sermon in it.  So I went, and never was I more delighted with any of the
journeys I have ever made.  Not only did I get put up to a few * wrinkles” in
India travelling—not only did I witness natural beauty en a scale of grandeur
compared with which ail that I had ever previously seer had only been seen in
microscope ; but the spiritual converse was mest refreshing 1n 1ts nichness of
Brotherhood and Love. Conceive of a scene such as this i—~.% church newly
dedicated to she service of God in the heart of these mighty mountains at the
foot of the second foftiest peak in the world ; a fuw christiau men and women
surrounded by hundruds of the will untutored men of the hills; the Lords
Table surrounded by Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Congregntionalists, Baptists,
and, for aught that I knew, representavives of other denominations, making
visible the true union or all who are united unto the Lord Jesas ; a Presbyterian
ciergyman (myself) preaching from the Word, aw old Baptist missionary, whose
wo:ﬁ hasbeen abundantly acknowledged by the Master, consecrating the elements
by prayer, and stirrfng up our remembrances of €alvary by exhortation ; and
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another old laborer in the wisionary vinevand. of the Independent Church,
bearing around the blesed emblems of the Body and the Blood: and we all,
in the = amity of the Spirit,” reeciving of these and making  manitest the
Brotherho .

I would, brethren, that thoae of you who are alway delighting to sav hard
things of’ thove who are separated trom vanonly by sonr own faneies and didlikes,
—cver saving * they lett us and et them humldy come back to us” instead of,
i the spirit of love, blotting ont the past. as we hope God has blotted ot onr
},;N,—-I‘ woulld that for one day yon eombd be isolated from the Christian world,
and know what it is to be in the great and dark monntain ranges of heatheni m
alone, face to face with those wha know not God, and who Waspheme that Holy
Name wherehy we are ealled. Tsay T would that vou could thus be, fir l!il('i
vou wonld go to your Christian fellowship in protonnd shame and sorrow for
vour own bitterness which you have hieen exalting into God's Trath, and your
own dislikes and prejudices of” childhood which vou have heen dishonoring God
by exalting into * principles ™ and = zeal tor the ¢hureh " worshipping only the
hates of self whilst the pretence has been the worship of the God of” Love.

I do not think any of us who were there will ever forget the seene. The
everlasting mountains speaking of Divine Power, frowning hehind  and hefore
us: the memorials oft Calvary, speaking of Love higher than the mountains of
onr sins and deeper than the depths ot our sorrow 5 the Christian: Communion
of Saints a realized tact; a wmall army in an enemy’s Tand under a blood-
stained flag; we, laving adde every fact save that we all belonged to
Him and gloried in being His slaves: the time was one of those in a4 man'y
lite which gives inspiraticn, and on which we look back and remember that God
ame very nigh,

There is a great deal that T shonld like to write coneerning thix visit to the
Himalayas: the style of natural beanty : the magnificent snow ranges glistening
round an are of some sixty degrees, in the morning sun, like pyramids of spark-
ling gems : the character of the stalwart hillmen, as unlike the men of the Plains
as we are to Laplanders, alike in fice, form, and physical endarance 5 the pros-
prets presented for missionary operations anmongst them—a point of interest,
seeing that the Church has vesolved to begin a miesion amongst them.  On alt
these points and others, T shoald have liked to <ay <omething, but 1 have only
gpace enongh lett to give a few words coneerning the thind topie T sugpested at
the beginning  of this letter, vize: the arrival, in Caleutta, of the Duke of
Edinburgh.

About a fortnight ago, Caleutta began to fill up. The Covernors of Bombay
and Madras; some of the Parcee Merchant Princes from sombay ; the Mahara-
jabs of Jeypore. Dholepore. Gwalior (the de-cendant of the Mahratta Chief,
the * hanghty Seindiah ™ who contested with us the possession of India at the
battle of Assaye, where his power was overthr.wn by Col. Wellesley ). and a
host of othens; Rajabs from  all parts of the country 5 Zewindars, thick as
leaves in autmnn, from Bengal ;3 Talookdars, from Qude : Commissioners from
Mysore, Rur vooand eolebritics i - pwubers numberiess 7 of all
kinds and sizes, from north, south, cast and west ;—all flocking to do honor to
the son o the good Queen of the litde Isde of a distant sea.  Caleutta blazed
and is stilt blazing with gold cloth and diamonds of the fust water.  All the
chiets have come with tull pockets, and the European jewellers are having a
elorious harvest.  Presents have to be purchased to be given to the Viceroy and
the Duke, and presents have to be purchased to be taken to the Begioms and
Ranees at home.  Each one must pile as much wealth in gold. silver, or jewels,
on his fat paunchy peron (they a-e all gross, overfid, selt-induleced Jooking
fellows, are these native chiefs), as he possibly ean, and cach one must outdo
the other ift money can seeure the pre-eminence s and the poor starved Ryots
at bome have the piper to pay, aml must tighten the cammer-bund still an inch

ah nnd A
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more tightly round the emaciated body, that the chief may do the thing bravely,
and astonish the Sahils by the greatness of his magnificence.

The Duke arrived on Thurday of Tast week (Dee. 28rd) and sinee then,
and for all this week, we hear and will hear of nothing but processioas, fire-
works, illuminations. $Stes, chapters, levees, drawing-rooms, balls, &e., &e.
But stop: it L attempt to give you an idea of the way they do the * big thing ”
here, T must plunge into a sea of troubles out of which the few inches of paper
I have left will never float me. So [will have done; and. it 1 feel in the humor
for it, will give yon some account of these matters in time for next Record.

C. M. GRANT.

ANTI-PATRONAGE COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY.

Tir Committee has published a statement on the history of patronage, its
evils, the attempts of the Chureh to get vid of it. and the present attitude of
the Church and people of Scotland towards it, especiaily for the consideration
of Her Majesty’s Government, who are asked either to bring in a hill for its
abolitiun, or to Jook favourably on any ineasure having that ¢nd in view. The
statement, it ix understood, was drawn up chietly by Dr. Norman MeLeod and
Dr. Pirie, the Conveners. We have not seen it, but find it spoken of very
differently by different authorities. The Scotomar implies that much of its
borrowed from Dr. Buchanan’s ¢ Ter Years Conflict™; Dr. Cook dissents from
it as giving a one=xided and uvufair historical view of the whole vexed question ;
and Prineipal Tulloch scems partly to agree with him.  Both of these gentle-
men Lave in consequence written to the newspapers, disclaiming any responsi-
bility in the matter.  Others, again, extol the statement as a masterly docu-
ment. Many express surprise that it does not even profess to answer Mr.
Gladstone’s question as to how the proposed change will be looked at by the
Dissenters whoat different times have gone out from the Chureh on the ground
of Patronage, and whose views the Church as a whole i+ 10w adopting.  For
ourselves, we cannot see how the Committee could have ventured to speak for
those religious bodies.  They must speak for themselves, and take the responsi-
bility of saying their yea or their nay.

At the same time, it is a total mistake to suppose that because men adhered to
the establishment in the past, they therefore approved of patronage.  There may
be many improvements that we <ce to be desirable in our house, but it we cannot
get them made, we don't therefore pull the house down.  We wait patiently
till we can get them made honestly.  Aud time dows work wonders. Our
standpoint to-day must be fiur in advance of what it was twenty years ago.
And had the Non-Intrusionists remained in the Church, it wouldn’t have taken
80 long to bring things to their present ripeness.

Neither do we consider putronage to be so very erying an evil.  Jt is anti-
quated, and contrary to the spirit of the age, but it is absurd to tak as if it
were the only or the giant evil, or its abolition the reform that is to briag about
an ecclesiastieal mitlenium.

Whcihier ihe Churelr wiif get this reform or not. we can hardly venture to

redict.  The Gladstone Government did not reecive much support from the
f(irk at the elections, and it will not. put itselt’ about much for the Kirk, or risk
alienating any of its keen supporters from mere philanthropy.  The Church
embarked on a risky voyage when it resolved to go to Parliament, and its ouly
course now is boldness. It cannot go back. It cannot hedge. Tt must go for-
ward boldly, knowing that, let governments do what they will, Christ’s Church
will stand. .
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[IMPORTANT DECISION AS TO MANSES IN S8COTLAND.

A prestoN has been given in the Coaret of Session veeent!sy that will have
some influence on the action of stingy proprietore hereafter. The manse of
fusch, Aberdeenshive, had heen repaived in Y860 at a cost of €270, o 1RAR,
the Preshytery of Garioeh found that the expense of further vepairs and addi-
tions would be X700, and that the hevitors should he assewed aceordingly.
The heritors took the matter to the Conrt, and the Lord Ordinary decreed a
smaller sum. The minister tock it then to the inner Court, and they have
awarded the full amount. Lord Kinloch concluded the judiement in these
words:—= It would have been with much reeret had Iound ng =elf compelled
to come to anv other conelusion, It is of yreat importanee that the residence of
the winister of the pavish should be swtable to kis position, and comfortable for his
family. not merely as atribinte due to w most valnable and usetul elass of men,
‘but with reterence alw to those moral influences which are very closely con-
nected with suitable and comtortable dwollings.  7'he manse of the winister
shauld be the dwelling-howse or” a gentleman, This is - ery properly attended to
in the construetion of new manses, But there are some old fabries, Like that
in the present case, which, uttery unfit as they are for comfortable or even
decent residence, have strongdy  built walls, and obstinately refise to o into
decay.  These often vesist—and resist suecesstully—the judieial hand. It is
tortunate if, when unable 10 order a new manse, we ean at least ant' ovise those
additions and alterations which will to some lewer extent enable the old build-
ing to discharge its proper function, and exhibit its true character.”

THE LATE REV. DR. MON1LLAWS, OF PEEBLES.

ON the 27th of January last, one of the grand race of the Church of Scot-
land ministers of” the olden time passed to hiz rest. He was little more than
sixty years of age 5 but though his constitution was of the strongest, his untir-
ing energy, and the creat toil he always had to endure, broke him down.  Dr.
Monilaws was distinguished a8 a scholar, a preacher, a worker. and a man of
the purest and loftiest character.  As an original and striking preacher, he had
not his equal in the Presbytery. The connty paper says of him :—* He
sessenl i particular the gift so rarely to be met with of speaking to his fellow-
men on Sunday just as he would have spoken to them on Monday : and this
juined to a pervervid style of oratory. gave a fieshnes and a reality to his ser-
mons which riveded the attention of his hearer<. Disdaining the aid of manu-
seript and the trammels of elerical phraseology, he threw himself heart and
soul into hir sulject, and proclaimed the blessed Gospel which he loved with a
noble eloquenee and lburL‘sqn-ss of speech that reminded Gae of the prophetie
vehiemenee of Knox before Queen Mary and her asembled Lords. It s sel-
dom that a voice 20 bold, ¥0 genuine and manly, is heard from the well-bred
but somewhat timorous pulpit of modern days.”

Daring his last it.ess he exclaimed—" 1 have never failed to hold up.
Christ.”  And on the Guesiiun being put—> But you don’t trust in that 2 he
replied, * Oh, no, I trust in Christ alone.”  Ere he passed away to his rest, he
preached to an iaginary congregation of his people two carnest sermons, one
of them on the shortuess of time s and then, exhoiting them all to come to
Christ, ailsctionately bade them farewell.

It is distressing to know that betore this good man was laid in his grave, an
agitation was got up by a clique of busy bodies to have his assistant appointed
to the vacant charge ; and that in consequence, an indignation meeting was
called by the body of the congregation to protest against any step beng taxen
in the matter until it had been well considered, and a rvgu{m- meeting called
by the proper parties.
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA.

Tue annual meeting of this Supreme Court was held last November.  Its
proccedings were interesting, as shewing the perfect unaniniity in all the great
work and <chemes of the Chureh that characterizes a body composed of the
Kirk, the Free Kirk, and the U Ps. During the preceding year they had
received twelve aecessions to the number of their preachers, from Tasmania,
New Zealand. Bombay, and Scotland ; five of these being of the Established
Church, the others of varions other shades. They have missions to the Chinese
and to the Abovigines. Tt was stated that 22 per cent. o the popualation of the
Colony, or over 160.000 people, belonged to the Presbyterian Church. Their
subseription list tor the endowment of the Theological Hall now amounts to
neariy 270000, The capital of the several funds of the Chureh ix steadily ae-
cumalating, the whole amounting to 125,000, During the proceedings, an
overture was submitted from the Presbytery of Ballarat, concerning

REVISION OF THE WESTMINSTER STANDARDS.

The mover of the overture stated that © they could not but feel that the
Puritans were not the best substitute tor the old John Knox type of helicvers
and if they compared the Confession of” Faith of John Knox 1n 1560 with the
Confession of' the Westunmster divines in the suceeeding century, they would
find a much more healthy atmosphere about the forer than the latter. The
one was like the ringing shout of vietory from a people just set free. and the
other scemed to have come from a beleaguered army guarding itself very cave-
fully from little thines which looked Yarger than their importance warranted.
A great point was the Arminian controversy, and the consequence was that the
Puritans became more Calvinistic than Calvin ever was. The time would
come when they would have to revise ther whole Standards from bottom to
top. This overturc. however, only concerned the Directory for Worship, It
was important to have a Directors, and Preshyterians were just as much bound
to follow their directory as a mimster of the Chureh of England was to follow
the Liturgy of hix Chuveh, though few Presbyterian ministers had felt it bind-
ing upon them. It would have been better had ministers of the Church been a
Tittle more attentive to the direetions of” the Manual of Worship instead of em-
ploying too much an objectionable form of extempore prayer. It was very
harassing and distressing to Liear a lecture on theology solemnly delivered in
rayer to Almighty God, as i He did not understand His own method of grace.
Ministers onght to go betore the throne of grace, not with the view of’ deliver-
ing a decture, bat of Laying their hearts open before our heavenly Father, and
expressing feclings of penitence for sin, and longing for happiness.  The
Directory of Worship had fidlen into great neglect, and there was much in it
that necded alteration. The Directory onzht to he remodeli=d to suit it 10 the
19th Century”

A Committee was appointed to consider the matter, and bring up a report
to next Assembly.  Taken in connection with recent movements and speeches
in Engiand and Seotland, these utterances. and the action of the Assembly on
them at the Antipades, are extremely significant.

BABOO KESHUB CHUNDER SEN'S VISIT TO BRITAIN AND
AMERICA.

Tais distinguished man, who has sueceedvd Rajal Rammohun Roy as the
acknowledaed head of the progressive Brahmo Somaj. was to leave Caleutta for
England on the 35th Feb've Several Baboos will accompany lam. - The late
Governor-General of Tndia, Lord Lanweences has cordially invited b to his
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house, and so alxo has Sir John Bowring to his at Excter.  Several friends are
alzo making arrangements to place a smitable residence in London at his service,
free of vxpense, daring his sojourn there.  The English Unitarians, although
they know that he rupudmto\ their name and dn-'mas, claim him. and are
J]T("ld\' tryving to secure the best pul)ln' rOOms in Lumhm tor tho purnose of
giving him a ﬁmn«r reception. It is to be hoped that he will receive a kindly
qnd ~\mp'ltlnzm" Weleome from British Christians. I he goes to Scotland, he

sont cortainly will from the mewbers of the Church of Se otland who made his
acquaintance in Caleutta. He intends to visit New York, and has promised. if
possible, to take Halifax on his way.  He may therefore be heard by us soon
giving a lecture in Temperanee Hall, which we are certain would be crowded
on sv interesting an occasion.

SOUTH SEA ISLAND SKETCHES.
NO. L.

Tue South Sea klands are better known new as Polynesia, one of the
grand divisions of the world.  Pulynesia (or many islands) has very properly
een divided into Fastern and Western.

« is supposed that all the natives of the Eastern ixlands are of the Malay
race, and that all in the Western are of negro extraction.  Of the ccr-
rectness of this general opinion there can be but Tittle, it any, doubt. No man
need tell me that the Eastern and Western islanders are the same people.
That they are all children of Adam, as well as we, none of us doubt. ]Bm as
a living tree hath many branches, so, in like manner, there went out from Adam
many h\uur branches pwphm' the whole carth. We helieve that a remnaat
of one of the lost tribes is to be found in Eastern Polynesia, and another in
Western.  Probably the latter are deseendants of Ham.

True, we have met with some wise persons who have been analyzing the
South Sea Islanders, and, after a careful and most thorough application of
whip and boot (the outward means), and the skilful use of the knite and bullet,
have discovered that “those miserable blacks have no souk”™! Men who
make such cold statements have scaveely enough religion in their own hearts to
keep soul aud body together, and no wonder, therefore., they make such heart-
less speeches.

The natives of the Eastern islands resemble our Indians.  They have long,
straight, black hair, beautiful Black eves, well<hiseled features, light limbs, well-
developed chests, and handsome persons. Fow of the men are less than five
feet ten inches, and many of them xix feet in height.

In any given group of islands they all <p(~.\k the same langunage. and be-
sides a \'ul«nlr they have a court langnage.  The latter is used in addressing
chiefe, sacred men. and great warriors, and the former when addressing the
common  people. These Fastern Islanders build large canoes: some carry
eighty persons: and in these they trade from sland to island. By means of
those large canoes they have been enabled to keep up a system of commerce
with the neighbouring Islanders, and heaee their language has remainved vir-
tually one.

Not so in the Western islands.  On cach separate island a dialect distinet
from all others is spoken, but not a distinet language. I believe th'lt at one
time all the Western Islandi rs were one tribe, and that they were in the habit
of erossing in their miserably small canoes to the smaller islands in sight of
their own: and while sometimes they returned safely. at other times they were
driven away by storms, or carried far to the westward by the trade winds. The
poor natives, finding it impossible to beat back, and already at starvation point,
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would land on one of those strange islands whither they were driven; and
finding bread-fruit and cocoanuts in abundance on the island, they would make
it their home.

This may account for the great variety of dialects that is to ¢ found on
these Western ishinds.  Thus separated from each other, withont any means of
intercourse. their language soon became broken up into a number ol dialeets.
Examples of this kind are to be found in many districts ot England. But I
must come to a close for the preseat.

In my next T will speak of the New Hebrides.

Huen A. RoBrrrsox.

NOTES OF A TOUR IN CHINA.
( Continued.)

Berorg leaving Canton we visited the Roman Catholie Cathedral ow in
course of creetion there.  The building was not more than half' advanced; but
we saw enough to convince us that it wounld be a church of more than ordi-
nary magnificence.  We conld not help gazing with admiration at the vastness
of the dimensions and beanty or design which characterise the edifice.  Its
massive stone pillars, its long-drawn aides. its Gothie arches, its noble portals—
all impressed us with a fecling of pleasure. It was vain to compare such a
building with cur modern brick and plaster structures.  We had to go back in
imagination to the time when our splendid cathedrals were rising here and
there as witnesses for Gad in our native land.  Sad it ix that the introduction
of a purer faith should have heen marked by a decadence in ceclesiastial archi-
tecture.

The fine old churches at home were built by the pious liberality of our fore-
fathers.  The cathedral at Cauton ix being built by Chinese money. skiltully
extracted from Chinese coffers. A considerable proportion of the cost has
heen furnished Ly the Court of Pekin as compensation for real or supposed
losses endared by the French at Canton and clsewhere. The seheme of the
cathedral was put forth by the Emperor ot the French, and we were assured
that he watches with pride and satisfaction the progress of the magnificent pile.

This is but one of the many indications of French influence in China. Go
where you will. you feel that in respect of political power France is number
one. As regards her commercial interests she is nowhere : England and Ame-
rica hold undisputed sway in the empire of commerce. But France and its
Emperor are known. respected, and feared by millions of Celestials who aever
heard of Victoria or the American President. It it be asked how this has
come about. the answer is simple. England and Awnerica prize dollars more
than prestize : on the other hand, France keeps one objeet steadily in view :
she will get dollars if she ean, but power she must and will have.  She will have
the Chinese to regard her friendship as more desirable than dollars—her en-
mity as the most terrible of calamities.

It is quite a study for the curious to contemplate the manifold and subtle
agencics which are carclesly at work, extending and consolidating French in-
fluence in China. A master <pirit in Paris ispires and guides the whole.
Every Frenchman in China, every priest (and they are almost all French
Jesuits) work with the same end in view.  Every instance of opposition, every
case of persecution of a priest, or injury to Irench property, is so promptly
avenged and <o skiffully: mampulated. that inevitably good comes out ot the
evil; the French triumph. the Chinese are humblad, heavy indemuities are
paid. ahjeet apologies rendeved. and positive advautages secured for the time
to come.  In this way quietly, but surely, France is establishing her footing in
the land. No doubt the facility with which the priests accommodate them-
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selves to the usages of the country ae ourts for much of their influence. They
dress as the €hinese 5 wear the pig-tail. and <shave the head just as a native.
Indeed, except for the lighter hue of their skin, and the absence of the oblique
erey it would be impossible to distinguish them from the native gentev, 1t is
a singrular fact, and strongly confirmative of what we have just said, that many
Rowmish priests in the interior of China hold the post of honorary magistrate,
and wlminister justice to all classes in their districts. It is not at «ll an un-
usual thing for a great mandarin to alight trom his sedan chair, and reverently
salute vne of those priestly magistrates. The same mandarin would scorn to
make obeisance tu the represeatative of Great Britain it he came in his way.

A curions illustration of the power of the priests, and the way in whick they
use it, occurred about four years ago in the north of China. A fight too
place between a body of Imperial and rebel troops in the neighbourhood of
Shanghat. A French admiral had the curiosity to go and witness the struggle.
e took hix stand on a hill overlooking the battle-ficld. A stray shot struck
him wortally.  Ile died.  Hercupon a proclamation was made by the Jesuit
wagistrates that 2 large sum of money was needed for masses for the repose of
the Adiniral’s soul.  This sum of money was to be contributed by the Chinese
of the district.  The impost was actually enforeed ; and the procecds were so
abundant that, over and above quieting the Admiral’s spirit, enough remained
for the building of two chapels.

All this woull scem to indicate considerable docility on the part of the
Chinese.  Buat it is the convietion of those who know the people best, that the
encroachments of the French upon their rights and liberties are doing more
than any other thing to fuster adeep, silent, growing hatred to Buropeans in
ceneral.  They bear the yuke, for they see no way of throwing it off, but they
hate it and groan under it: and, as old experienced missionaries declare
—= They are treasuring up wrath against the day of wrath,” and should the
day of vengeanee arrive, they will exact a fearful recompense for all their hu-
miliations—a recompense which will fall indiscriminately on ¢very man with a
white face.  The Chinaman distinguizhes not between nationalities ; he  jum-
bles up all foreigners in one definition * L, barbarians, and, it is to be feared,
judges of them not by the best but the worst ot their nawmber.

The Romish Missions number very many thousands of converts.  They are
far more numerons than those of all the Protestant Missions together. Tt does
not follow that they are in the ageregate more valuable than the few. Rome's
tacties are the same in China as ehewhere. She goes to work in a mechanical
style. With her, motives, convictions, change of heart and life are not cardi-
nal points. Submission to baptism and avowed subjection to the Church are
all that is vequired.  The mass of the people are left in gross ignorance of the
facts amd doctrines of the Gospel; there can be Tittle donbt that Romish Chris-
tianity in China i< deeply tinged with the prevailing idolatry.

Yot the priests are not unmindful of education.  In connection with every
leading Mission they Lave a superior school for the traiving of young men. Al
the students learn Latinoand the principal subjeets are tanght in that language.
Noris it a mere smattering of Latin they acquire. Many of the students have
afirm grasp of the lainguage. A missionary friend assured us he had lately re-
ceived a letter from a Chinese pupil conched in Latin of a singularly pure and
clegant style. The advantages of teaching the natives Latin instead of Eng-
li-h are very apparent. Not only is the widest door of knowledge thus thrown
open ta them, hut there is more chance of conserving them for Mission pur-
poses, than there would be if they learnt English. 1t s the great lament of
Protestant missionaries ai the Free Ports, that the knowledge of” Englhish seri-
ously impedes theiv grand ainm. - Unconverted and converted Chinese alike be-
come careless, carnal, and sordid in proportion to their acquaintance with that
tongue.  They find thereby a royal road to wealth.  As translators in Govern-
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mwent or mercantile offices, they get a good and easy livelihood.  This is all
they care for, and heneeforth the purs satts of scienee and the obligations of re
ligion are forgotten.

We spent - three days in Macoa, and enjoged the change not a little. It is,
as the world knows, a Portuguese settlement ; but it is nnthmu more. The
Portuguese would fain make it cut to be a crown colony. Tt is nothmu of the
kind.  They simply exist there by sufferunee of the (‘hm(‘\o. and have no move
proprictary claim to Macao thar to Pekin.  The place is pretty, the scenery
around most charming, and the bn which is skirted hy the town is one of the
finest we have ever seen. The ruins of a cathedral, built soine 150 years o,
and since Jestroyed by fire, Jook down upon the town in solemn grandeur.
The present cathedral is mposing in its way, but lacks the glory of 18 prede-
cessor. Not a beneh or a chair is to he zeen tlwrcm. The \\'orslnppm« stand
or kneel, as the serviee of the mass may require. Preaching s hardly ever
known, and the services, as a rule, do not exceed tw enty minntes in duration.

An air of proud poverty pervades the whole place. There are few pure
Portuguese residents, but the town swiurms with their sable descendants. Tt us
a curious fact, common to China as well as India, that Portuguese half-castes
are generally of a deeper hoe than the native mothers from whom they sprung.
I'lw are a l.1zv, lounging, apmtlvn race. A wntcrsh.p in an office an starva-
tion .1llowanvc is their hl-rhwt amhition.  Many species of handieraft are open
to them, but they would rather dse than touch  hammer or spade.  They can-
not digr, but thov are not ashamed to beg.

The Governor is of course a mmhr\- potentate, and “pm«m(r rich” on a
few hundred pounds a year. Ile has, however, to mind his s and ¢~ in his
dealings with the natives. A terrible lesson was read to a Governor of Macaa
some emht years ago.  This gentleman wished to make a road.  He made, but
did not count the cost. He cut through a Chinese cemetery.  Ile was warned
against the measure, and assured that no greater insalt could be offered to the

natives than to meddle with the resting-place of their ancestors. His Excel-
lency snecred at the warning, and huu]wd at the danger.  One evening he
was going for his usual vide. A faithful’ Chinese servant implored him to stay
at Immc Again he smiled and sneered.  Asif to shew his coalness, he spue-
red his horee, and left his aide-de-camp far behind. In an instant four men
sprung like lightning on the rider. A moment sufficed to bring him to the
ground. and, ere the aide-de-c amp conld reach the spot, the asailants had
made off with the head and right-hand of the unfortunate man.

The present Governor is wiser in his generation.  He, too, had occasion
lately to make a cutting through a hurial gmnml He did the thing diserectly,
and proved that he respected the prejudices of the people, tlmu«vh. it may be,
he respected his head likewise.  Before turning a sod for his own purposes, he
very carefully opened every grave, and. with religions eaution. collected the
bones.  These were deposited in an earthen jar, covered up, and ticketed with
the name of the departed. \\e saw a vist number of these jars sanged in
rows, awaiting the arrival of claimants who would remove the saered relies
to some place of repose.

It may seem Rtmngc that such a disturbance of the dead as that deseribed
should not arouse the ire of the people. The fact is. they do not regard that as
desecration in any sense.  They look upon the collecting and preserving of the
bones as an act of pious attention. In many parts of the country it is custom-
ary to bury the dead adore ground—if that is not an Irishian. “They put the
body ir a strong wooden coffin. and place it in a ficld or garden a(houmw the
house.  There it remains for a year or more. when thm open it and, ta g
out the hones. place them in ane of those jars. In this way, whole rows of
such urns adorn the side of the house, and the complacent survivor, as he
eats his meal or amokes his pipe, may contemplate the earthen memarials of hiz
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ancestors for many generations past.  To a strunger, however, one who has no
interest in the bones, the sight of a row of jars is not necessarily suggestive of
solemn ideas: so that, perhaps, we may pardon the wag who defined those
ghastly receptacles as  potted ancestors.”

Truly there is something wondertul in the devotion of the Chinese to the
departed. Indeed, the worship of ancestors is the religion of China.  They
have © gods many and lords many,” but a scant measure of honour is meted
out to these compared to the attention hestowed upon their ghostly predeces-
sors.  Missionaries in preaching may jeer at the gods, the people will langh
right merrily 3 but let the Missionary utter one word in disparagement of an-
cestral worship, be is imned.a ely abused as an atheist and a monster.  Every
Missionary feels that this i his greatest difficulty.  He can get on admirably
until he touches the sore point —touching that, he touches the apple of the eye.
A word on that subject will convert on attentive, good-humoured audience
into 2 furious mob.  Many a time the Chinese will admit the superiority of the
Gospel anid the beauties of Christ’s character ; but when at length they learn
that Christianity discourages their favourite worship, they will turn away
with disgust and aversion, and protest that a religion which is opposed to such
devotion can only have sprung from a foul demon.

The mode of worship consists in burning inecense. sticks, and strips of
paper, un which certain precepts of Confucius are inscribed. It must not be
supposed that the peaple are disinterested in their attention to their ancestors.
The opposite is the case.  They evidently worship the names of the departed
less to benefit them than themselves. They beheve that negligence in this
respect would ineense the restl ss spirits against them, and that dire calamitics
woull be sure to overtake them.

The filial piety of the Chinese has ever been proverbial. and deservedly
sot though this good trait is carried to a guilty excess. Disobedience to pa-
rents js regarded as the most horrible of erimes. and it is a sin of comparatively
rare occurrence.  But every child is taught to regard his parents as standing
to him in the place of God, and he is bound to render to thens divine homage.
On stated occasions the parents ascend a kind of throne and there sit, wilst
the ehildren prostrate themselves before them, and invoke them in terms which
belong alone to the Deity.  These prostrations rake place even amongst the
native Christians, and the Missionaries are not a little troubled to know how to
act under the cirenmstances.  The idolatrous addresses are not made by Chris-
tian children ¢ «till there is 2 tendency tc excessive homage, in appearance not
far removed from worship.

Very curious are the notions entertained of the soul.  An old Missionary
told us a story in illustration of thiz. The fable is from one of their sacred
books.  Their ideas of the soul are strictly material: and they believe that
the soul of @ virtuous man s gradunaily becoming mere and more intensified or
solidified, whilst the sond of the vicious is growing more and more attenuated.
Death in these two cases is attended with very different results. The vieious
maun's sonl has only been held together by the walls of the body ; that dissolved,
the soul vanishes into thin air. It has no consistence, and, therefore, no sepa-
Tate existence.  On the contrary. the good man’s soul quits the body a compact
arel substantial spirit, and. as matter attracts matter, it will inevitably find
another body to inhabit. The story states that a very holy abbot died in Emco
in his monastery. At the same Instant a dissipated young man was killed
whilst hunting in a neighbouring field.  Of course the soul of the profligate
vouth vanished: but the solid soul of the abbet, at the same moment, was
rushing acvoss that field. It forthwith took possessicn of the body.  The young
man arose and walked. Presently some of his friends found him, and took him
to his home.  Great was the wonderment occasioned. There, sure enough,
was the body, but the sou! had been exchanged. Rich viands were set before

.
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him: he spurned them, and preferved to fast; his wives tried their blandish-
ments, his comrades their jovial talk. It was all in vain.  He shrank fron
their familiarities, and frowned on their levities. It was elear to all that he
had the old body but a new sonl, and that the soul ruled the body.  Ere g
the abbot found his way back to his monastery, and aguin found peace ia
congenial socicty and hallowed pursuits.

A vein of truth and lincaments of beauty run through this story. Tt ix
thus with the teaching of the Chinese sages.  The cthies of” Confucins are only
second to those of the Gospel. A vicious principle or a base sentiment has no
place in his writings; not untrequently the philoopher’s utterances abmost
startle one, they are so excellent, <o (fod-like <o true. Who will he bold
enough to dcuy that some rays of’ light divine penetrated the mind of that re-
markable man—yea, and of others like him, who shone as stars wnidst all the
gloom of heathen darkness?  But cthies, however pure and exalted, are un-
eyual to the task of man’s renewal.  Confucius has been worshipped, and his
maxims rchearsed for decades ot centuries, but China still wallows 1n the mire,
still reeks with vice. YWhat the puet says to nature, we may say to Confucius
and his compeers—

*Ah!if thev give not anms as well as rules,
Whit can they more than tell us, we are fools 2"

(2o be continned.)

ANOTHER PAN-PROTESTANT CHURCH IN INDIA.

Tue foundation stone of the Simla Union Church was Jaid with great pomp
on the 1st November.  The Rev. Dr. Mitchell gave an cloguent address on the
occasion, in the course of which he made the tollowing reamarks on the necessity
of union among the different seets of” the Christian Church :—

“ Qurs is a Union Church. It 15 not connected with any one denvmination
in particular. It may be well that, in the large cities of ludia, each denomina-
tion should try to have its own place, or places of worship; but I think itisalso
well, and very negdful, that in smalier . tations the various sections of Evan-
gelical Protestantism should meet and woiship in common. 1 have no douln
that Union churches similar to our own will be formed in various places in
India; two or three indeed, Lesides ours, are already formed.

< Our congregation has been composed of members of all the great divisions
of Prutc~tautl\m. Presbyterians trom Scotland and Ireland, (onlnmnllmna]ht\
Baptists, Wesleyans, amd not a few members of the Church of wa\ md.  You
are aware, my munl», that it is a standivg reproach of Rome .wamct Protes-
tantisin that it is split up into a multitude of Jarring sects, cach full of rancorous
bitterness against the rest.  The reproach is not true.  Among the Confessions
of the Reformed Churches there 1sa beautiful and marvellous harmony, and
there is also a large and growing fecling of brotherly love among the members
of these churches. For our\c]vw‘, we can all say, with thanktulnes to Gol,
that we have worshipped as with one mind and hmrt during the past season.
striving, and through the grace of God not striving in vain, to keep the unity
of the spirit in the bond of peace. Nor was it mucl) a friendly feeling that
bound us together ; we were united by the strony tie of a common faith. 1€ on
some minor ponts there were diversities amongst us. yet on other and far more
important points we were thoroughly as one. We are conscientiously and
firmly attached to those great wospel truths which were originally proelanmed by
our l}ord and his 3])&><tl«\. and which were afresh pmdmmul, as with a trusapet
peal, by the illustrious Reformers ot the Continent and Britain—truths which
we regard as the test of a standing or a falling church, and which our hearts only
the more warwly cling to, because of the wmanifold defections which are witnessed
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in the preseut day.  The opposite delusions of Rationalism and Ritualism <hall
pass away and pevishy the faith onee delivered to the saints endares for ever;
and that one unchanging faith we seek to maintain and cherish and defend.

CHANGES IN A CITY CONGREGATION.

1x alate number of the Record were reports of Presbytery examinations of
several country congregations, and one of the ai, vers, * there has been no
change in cur communion roll daring the year,” is such a contrist to the state
of matters in every eity charge, that [ have been tempted to sum up the changes
that a year has made on our roll. I ind that from March 1869 to March 1870,
seven have died, thirty-cight have removed, and over seventy have been added.
The thirty-cight have scatiered all over the world: and only in three or four
cases could Tgive them lines to a minister of the Church ot Scotland.  Eighteen
belonged to the Queen’s Army. and they are now in Ireland, in Bermuda, in
ti: West Indies, and in Penang. The other twenty have gone to various parts
of the Provinee. to the United States, to Scotland, and Ontario.  All of them
took lines, and in most cases would bhe able to connect themselves with a Pres-
byterian Church in the places they went to.  Presbyterianism is a gond deal
wider than our own venerated section, and the Church is a good deal wider
than Presbyterianism.  But what an argument for the eultivation of kindly
feelings among different denominations is contained in such facts as the above !
Our friends go from us every day to other lands, and have 19 unite with other
Churches. Should they not be tanght from the first to regard those not as
encraies or even rivals, but as sisters ?>—St. Mutthew’s, Halifuz.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND PRESBYTERY.

Tne Presbytery of Prince Edward Kland met in St. James’ Church,
Charlottetown. on the 13th January, and was constituted with prayer by the
Rev. Mr. Duanean, who. in the absence of Mr. MeLean. was appointed Mode-
riator pro tem. Sederunt :—Rev, Messes. Duncan. MeColl, Me William, Stewart,
Minsters ; and Messrs. Thompson, Cogswell, and Charles Kennedy, Elders.

A commission was given in i favour of Mr. John Bell, Cape Traverse, as
representative elder for De Sable, which was sustained, and his name was
accordingly added to the Roll.

The minutes of the former meeting were read and sustained.

The Clerk then submitted a draft of queries, prepared by him aceording to
the instructions of Jast meeting. with the view of ascertaining the spiritual state
of the congregations within the bounds. It was thereafter agreed, on motion
to that effeet, that Kirk Sessions be instructed to report to the next meeting of
Preslytery. to the best of their ability, on the state of religion within the re-
spective congregations, and that the gueries now submitted be sent down to
them, to guide them in this important matter.

The Presbytery then took mto consideration the subject of the Presbyterian,
which had been referred to a Committee at the former mecting. A verbal
report having been given, it was resolved that the Committee be discharged ;
that a joint Committee of Management and a joint Editor be appoiuted by this
Presbytery, to act in concert with the similar Committee and Editor appointed
by the other body 5 and that the different congregations be recommended to
prowcte its interests to the best of their ability. Thereafter the Rev. G. W,
Stewart was appointed co-Editor, and Messrs. Duncan, MeLean, McColl and R.
Munro were appointed a Committee of Management,—Mr. Duncan. Convener.
The different members of Presbytery agreed to contribute articles for it in
rotation.  And the Clerk was instructed to communicate this resolution to the
other body.
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The members of Presbytery reported that they had fulfilled their appoint-
ments in preaching at Clyde River eharel, and that on all aceasions, without
exception, the attendance was most gratifving.

Messrs. Dixon and MePhail appeared as a deputation from that congregation,
thanking the Presbytery for the serviees supplied, and requesting, now as the
church s opened and a warm interest taken i it by the people, that the Pres-
bytery would continue to grant services as far as they can soe fit.

On mgtion, it was agreed that the members of the Presbytery give a Sunday
each, until the next meeting of Presbytery, as follows :—The Rev. Mr. MeLean
on the 6th Feby: the Rev. Mr. Stewart on the 27th Feby; the Rev. Mr.
McWilliam on the 20th March ; the Rev. Mr. McColl on the 10th April; and
the Rev. Mr. Duncan on the Ist May. And the Preshytery recommend the
different congregations to hold prayer mecetings on the Sundays on which their
own ministers arc thus absent,

The Presbytery then called for reports of the different Lay Associations
within the bounds, when it appeared that

St. Peter’s Road collected £12 7 53} for yearending Oct. 1869

Brackley Pt. Road * 1512 3 " *  Nov. 1869
Gem'?etown “ i4 6 9 w “  Dee. 1869
Charlottetown “ 13 0 0

There being no representative from Belfast, there was no report.  In De
Sable, no Lay Association 13 as yet organized.

The Presbytery were gratified to hear the progresive suceess of the various
Associations, and requested the Clerk to give instructions that the different
accounts be closed by the next mecting of Presbytery; and that a full report
be then given in, when the claims for assistance from this fund shall be con-
sidered, and the money on hand shall be apportioned.

The Presbytery then adjourned to meet in Charlottetown on the thind
Thursday of May, being the 19th of that month, at 11 o’clock.

Closed with prayer.

ArLex. McWiLriawm, Pby. Clerk.

PRESBYTERIAN UNION.

The old and new school Presbyterians in the United States have united.
For many years the Presbyterians in Australia have formed but one undivided
church. “Throughout Canada and the uncontederated provinees, the Free and
United Presbyterian Charches have united.  There is but one step more
wanted to form an undivided Presbyterian Church throughout British North
America. It is a subject which forces itself upon the attention of every
thoughtful man. Why do we not unite?  What is in the way ¢ Is it differ-
ence of doctrine, or discipline, or government? or is it merely the different
traditions of our churches which keep us apart? For what will we barter
these traditions 2 Will we barter them: for the common weal—for the interests
of religion in large sections of the country : for the spirit and prayer of our
Lord, chat they all may be one? - As Thou, Father, art in e, and 1 in
Thee, that they may be one in us.”

We would earnestly invite the attention of ministers and elders and people
to this important topic. It is a topic which must, sooner or later, engross the
atrention of all, and the sooner the better, perhaps for all parties. ‘The sub-
Jject must be * ventilated,” and well ventilated, before a union is possible. Let
us take the question into our most carnest and prayertul thought. TLet us
lovingly weigh the happy results that such a union is calculated. under God's
blessing, to bring. Let us exercise forbearance and that Christian charity
(which at Jeast *“thinketh no evil,”) on any point of larger or lesser interest,
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where we do not see exaetly alike: and, acting in the spivit of @ Christ-dike
love, may He, in whose hands are the hearts of men, lead wsin His wise coun-
sels to a happy and tavorable issue.—~T. DuNcascin P EC L Preshyterian.,

MADAGASCAR.

MisstoNaRrY intdligence has seldom reached the point of interest and
importance which the recent news from Madagascar attans, The repudiation
ot the old idolatry over a whole district, and the addition ot about a million of
peaple to the nominal ranks of Christianity, is an cvent that has hardly ever
Leen paralleled in the more recent histary of the Chureh, It appears that there
s heen @ great buening of’ the national idols, and that there i @ great demand
for Christian instruction, aad a very great inerease in the congregations of
Christian worshippers. It ix, perlaps., the veavest approach thar our times has
supplied to the fulfilment of the seriptual idea of *a nation bornin a day.” Tt
is fitted to give a new Impubse to the cause of missions, and new faithin the
promizes of success.  Never did the bearers of precious seed go forth with so
mnch weeping as in Madagasear, and seldom has it been their privilege to
come again with such rejoicing. bringing their sheaves with them. It is inter-
esting, too, and yet not to be wondered at. that it is the same Church so many
of whose members passed through the fires of martyrdom, that now exhibits
such marvellons expansion.  We are carried back to Apostolic times alike by
the narrative of its fiery persecutions, and by the narrative of its unprecedented
enlargement.  The hope vises that the islaind may become a preat centre of
missionary influence, and in connection with our growing acquaintance with the
continent of Africa, and the migzhty openings for Christian work that may soon
be found there, we are almost tempted to anticipate the tuture, althongh it is
well to remember how often it has been found that * the morning cometh, and
also the night.”

The burning of the royal idols was followed by that of the national idols
in the three great idol-towns, and that, again, by the harning ot other idols in
smaller places. It would scem that instructions requiring their destruction have
been dssned from the Government, o that in one serse the proceeding has not
been quite spontancous on the part of the people.  But the general teeling of
the population would seem to have been wonderfully in harmony with the
Laperial order.  And the desire for Chyistian instruction is correspondingly
creat.  The missionaries of the London Misdonary Socicty write that the
congregations in the villages are greatly inereased, and that they are con-
stantly hearing of people meeting together, and o one to preach to them,
while the number of applications is greater than they can supply.  + The
effect,” says one missionary, = of the public abelition ot idolatry, has been to
make almost the entire population nominally Christizns. The state of Mada-
rascar just now is most critical, and yet we cannot help rejoicing that such a
Jarge number o people are willing to attend Christian services and listen to
the preaching of the Gospel.  While the mass of the people are such babes in
Christian knowledge, we want a very much larger number of missionaries : at
present we simply feel that we cannot attempt a third of the work which our
districis may fairly claim from ns; and the distraction arising from a number of
clais that cannot be met, acts as a clog npon us in the work that we do un-
dertake.”

Conferences have taken place between the missionaries and the Prime
Munister in regard to the measures to be taken.  The congregations that have
been organized were to choose as many agents as they conld sapport, and send
them to the districts most in need of them.  The Prime Minister was very
wuch gratified, and promized that the chureh iside the palace would also unite
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in raising the money, amd wonld he glad to divide this among the rest, riving
to cach chureh a certain sim, \.‘x\mvr aceording to the nuber of teacher
appointed by them.  The Queen and the Prime Minister have promised not t
work independently of the chureh. nor to curtail its Liberty. but to eo-operate
with ic in the arrangements te be made. Each congregation has made areat
exertions. and teachers are being sent out in ali dircetions. No fewer than om
hundred and sixty villages are in need of” their sersices.—Swmtuy Magazine.

RELIGIOUS EXTRACTS
LFrom il Indian Mirror of Nov. 3th. 1869, Keshuh Chander Sen's paper.
SOLITUDE,

You cannot live for Him in the world anless voo lise much with Thin,
apart from the world. In spiritual as in sceular things, the deepest and -:hnn-rwl
charactem need much solitude to form them. Even e arthly greatness, much
more moral and spiritual greatness, is never attained but as the result of much
that is concealed from the world—of m: wy a lonely and meditative hour.
Thoughtfulness, selt-knowledge, sett-control, a chastened wisdom and piety, are
the frait of’ habitual meditation and prayer.  In these exercises Heaven i
brought near, and our exaggerated estimate of carthly things corrected.

PRAY ATWAYS.

The Heavens are not open to the believers eall only at intervals. The
grace of God's Holy Spirit fills not Fle the tertilising shower, only now el
then; or like the dew on the carth’s tace, only at morning and night. At all
times on the uplifted face of the belicver’s <pirit the gracious clement is ready
to descend. Pray always; pray without ceasing. When dificulties avise,
delay not to seek and obtain at onee the suceour you need.

HARMONY.

The planets in the heavens have a twofold motion, in their orbits and on
their axis,—the one motion not interfering, but carried on simultaneonsly, and
m perteet harmony with the other: so must it be that man's two-fold activities—
round the heavenly and the cartlily centre, disturb not, nor jar with, each other.
Iie who diligently discharges the duties of the carthly may at the same moment
fulfil those of the heave nlv sphere ;. at once * diligent in business,” and * fervent
in epinit, serving the Lord.”

CATHOLIC CHURCH.

A Church to be Catholie in its devotional life as in its general spirit, must
incorporate and develop within itselt” all characters of worship, all phases of
divipe service, all forms of’ vitual, which have been originated in cach of the
separate branches of the general chureh ; mmasmuch as each must have been an
expression of devotion from the human soul. and cach have answered to it
special need at some particular period of its religious growth or upward deyel-
opment,

PUBLIC WORSHIP.

No one neglects the insdtntions of public worship or the ordinances of
reli_ion witheut heing in danger of Tosing that spirvituality which, regarding his
absence from the house of prayer and praise in the best possible prnnt of view,
he is endeavouring after. Many have ﬂu-u'»ht that theyv could do without this or
that ordinance : some that they could tll\pcnsv with public worship: and umone
these there have been who have discovered their mistake, and who have found
that the temptation~ of the world were all too powertul for them, and that the

ordinances of religion were really mean: of grace and largely required by the
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canl to enable it to withstand it< enemies. Others, who have commenced by
negleeting the [ull i worship of God, have contimued by omitting His privi ate
\\nnlnp and serviee, and gradually cone fiom had to worse, until at 1o ngth
their career was terminated by victous fite and a hopeless death.

SILENT DEVO!ITON.

There should be sifent worship as well as voeal worship.  And as private
worship is the fitting prelade to publie prayer and praise, <o is silent devotion
the proper preparation for private \\m\lnp. anel will vield it inspiration and
contribute to s foree. O et us try for omselves how wreatly it will effect this,
and we shall find that oue strenath is in stillness. The \mr\lup of silence ~up-
phies inspiration and yields time for the true articulation of the soul.

HOW? AND HOW MUCH?

A MINISTER thus closed his address to an assembly—

“There is no explieit, uniform, universzal rule in the New Testament for
giving to God. A patviarch give atenth. A Jew above two-tenths. Zaecheus
would give the half of his goods. Many of the Christians at Pentecost gave their
Al Every man is left at liberty to take bis grade and rank of Christian uwobili-
ty and p:nvro\ny 5 and that remains his position and rank for ever

A minister went away fired with the sentiment, and resolved to let it influ-
ence hix i and ministry, He presently met a friend, and ¢ :xhorted him to large-
hearted liberality, tl\vollm«r much on the blessed privilege of giving to the I,md
Meeting him .mcrw s, he asked if he had acted on his adviee.  His friend
replied tlnt, “when aboat to present his offering to God, he felt it was not
large vnongh. He then doubled it but feeling that it was ~till too small, he
doubled it again; and then he gave it to God with Joy’

True. there is no exact, unitorm, universal measure for giving—as a twentieth,
a tenth, a fifth, a haltl or any other proportion, to which all men conform.  The
Gospel does not bind its converts by striet, unitorm rule. It leaves them at
liberty to decide for themselves. Yet is their liberty not the liberty ot license
to do uothinrr but the liberty of intelligent decision and gratetul love.  Itis
fiberty to mvu “as God hath prospered, * and for cach o act “as he purposeth
in his heare.”

With thuse who truly live for God themselves, and who devote their nosses-
sions to s glopy, the Sentiment, = Al be longs to God—why ask a proportion
tor Him ?” s the very natural and beautiful veply when pmpul‘(lulmtv trnuw 18
wged. The Christian ought, indeed, to acknowledge that all lie has is the
Lm d’s, and to act as a Lnthtul stew .ml n the ¢ \pumhtm‘« of what the Lord has
iutrusted to him; but precept needs (o be reduced to practice.

Let the Christian reader, then, consider his infinite obligations to the love
of Christ in redeeming bim from sin and destruction. Let bim refleet on the
Saviour’s claim on the devotedness of his whole heart, and on every power and
faeulty he possesses.  Let him seriously weigh the urgent necessities of millions
of men ealling for his unnpawun‘xtc \\mp'\th\' and lnm«t aid. during his one
bricf, mortal life. Lot him sole mndy determine w hether he will live for self-
indulgence. as a child of carth, or whether, asa tollower of Christ, he will forego
pwwnt enjoyment for the eternal weltare of men and the glory of” Christ.
Uhristian reader, you cannot but admire the spirit of the noble apostle—= The
love of God constraineth us: beeanse we thus judge, that ift one died for all,
then were all dead: and that he died for all. that they who live should not
heneeforth Yive unto themselves, but unto him that died for them, and rose
again.” (2 Cor. v. 14, 15.)
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NEWS OF THE CHEURCE.

Our Foreign Mission to the New Webrides, - Wo are ohd 10 learm
that the Rev. My, MeColl's people in Prinee Edward Tsland are eollecting
Tiberally for this mis<ion, moved thereto in great part by their Jove and estesm
tor our Missionary, Mr. Goodwill.  In conneetion with this, we wonld vemingd
all that we trust to send out Mr. Rohertson also, in the smtumn of this vear,
and we hope that the churches will provide himliberally with hoxes of elothin .
blankets, cutlery, and actieles sach as weve prepared for Mr.and Mres. Gooldwill
to take with them.

Tea.Meeting at Richmond.—Our people at Richmond are few in
numbers. but thev are a stirring Iot.  Some weeks ago they gave atea and
cake testival to the Sabbath-school ehildren and their teiends: and thongh the
night was very dark and stormy ontside, it was all bright with aniles, alad
little hearts, and famp-licht. within.  Lately a few of the zealous ones thonght
they would like to do something for the Chiniquy Relief and Mission Fund.
The Pastor was consulted 1 the Tadies said yes, they would do all they could,
and nearly evervhody in Richmond promised theiv aid: consequently. on the
evening of Tuesday, the first of March, about 200 persens of all denominations
wathered within the walls of our little sehool-honse. Tt was packed about .
well as we have ceenat for many a day. We wonder it a cup ot good tea,
instead of the sermon, would bring halt so many people ont on the Nabbath'
The chairman, Rev. Mr. Thompson, read an interesting letter from Father
Chiniyuy, after which speeches were delivered by the Rev. Me. James of the
Methodist Church, Mr. Murray ot the Presbyterian Coltege, Dr. Smith of
Richmond. and by the Chairman.  Excellent music formed an important item
in the evenings programme.  The sum realized, atter deducting all expenses,
amounted to the respectable ficure of 54 dollars.

Cape John_EPresentation.— \t the cloze of the Bible-Class Mect-
ing on Tuesitay atternoon, Ist inst.,  Miss Jane MeLeod and Miss Chrivty
McLeod, in name of the subseribers, presented to Rev, Mr MeCurn a beantifil
Morocco-bound Pocket Bible, as * a small tokea of esteem trom his Bible clas
pupils at Cape John”  This Bible class 15 held regalarly in the Church every
alternate Tuesday at 4 o'clock. and the attandance. sinee its conencement
last summer, has huen steadily increasing. The pupils have, throughoat, mani-
fested much interest in the exercises of the el and altogether the young puo-
ple of this congregation give much promise of cipening into good christian wen
and women.

St. John and Halfax.—The Rev. Robi. J. Cameron has ¢emmenced
his Iabours in conneetion with St. Andrew’s Churel and Rothesay, and is giving
the greatest satisfaction t the people. We hape to hear from him oceagionally
Mr. J. Fracer Camphell is expected to preach {ﬁ\ﬁl.\t sermonsin 8t Matthew's,
Halifax, on March 20th.  He has been doing good work in Cape Breton during
the past three months. '

P. E. L. Presbytery.—We observe that this Preshytery a ™ meeting
in January, adopted the Chariottetown  Preshyterian as its organ, in the same
way and on the same footing as its sister Preshytery -of the P. Church of the
Lower Provinces.  They have appointed a joint cditor and a committee, and
they recommend the members of Presbytery to aid by pen and influence in
making the paper a welcome visitor to the house of every kirkman in the
Island.  We wonld abo earnestly and respectfully eall the atter jon of the
Court at its next meeting in May to the articlo in the present number on ¢ the
circulation of the Record,” as we aro eertmn that before the next mecting
of Synod they could double or quadrapleit.  We also notice from  their
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winntes that the Lay Association is being vigorow]y worked by mast of their
congregations. A good sign of the Presbytery ia the large attendance of
elJors at it meetings.

St John's, New foundland.— A\t the annmmal necting of the Rev, D,
Mackae's congregation, heblon the tith of Tt month, a gallint effort was
Doyttt to paty off a debt of £350 ineurred seven vears agzo in connection with
the builhing of the Manse, which has been awillstone ronnd the neck of the
comrregation ever sineey the dnterost wnonnting to Catannually, One member
offered to guarantee payment of one-fourth of” the whole debt.  Another—a
Pictonian who is but seldem in St Johin's- —ooseribed €200 The subseriptione
are payable by instadments in four sears. In et at the elose of the day after
the meeting, such was the good-will and heartiness displayed by all that the
whole amount wan subzcribed, and one-fourth of'the debthas alveady been paid.
There were some most marked instances of liberality displayed by members
whose means are but moderate; but where all did well, it is unnecessary to
mention pames,

Ladies® Socliety, St. Andrew’s Church, New Glasgow.—Thiy
Soclety wax started in 1856, for congregational and charitable objects, A
regular report of its income and eapenditure has never been pulilished. and
henee, inoeder that members of the chureh may have a view of 1ts history, itis
neeessary 1o rerer to past years.  The necessity of such reports appears by the
eaperience of this society, which has been aninendy usettl to the congregation,
but now enjoys a much smaller income than at fiaxt. To do the society justiee,
however, two fiets mnst be borne in mind @ namely : the erection of a separate
congregation at the Albion Mines, and the total discontinuance of contvibutions
from country sections. It is necessary to explain, alo, that from July 1861 o
July 1867, the secicty was totally inactive.  With these explanations, the
tollowing brief statement s furnished frem the Minute-Book of the Society,
which was at first kept by Mrs. Skinner, and is now in the hands of Miss
Fraser, the present Secretary.

RECEIPTS.
1836 - « -« - . . . . £2312 7
1857 - - - -~ e e . 15 2 71
1858 = o+ - &~ - - o . 918 7T
1859 -~ - - - - . 10 5 74
1860 - = - .+ . - 4 . - 921810
1861 - » - - . - . 10 6 43
1862 = = - o« e . . . . T 209
1863 - - . - e e e 610 3
184 - & -« o+ 4 . - 4 < 6 0 8
1867 - - B - - - . - 8 0 6
1868 = ~ - - « . 4 o+ + T 60
CHIEF DISBURSEMENTS.
Pulpit Gown - - - - - - - £11 9 104
Pulpit Trimming- - - -« - - 12 4 114
Donation to Bell' - - - - - - 30 0 0
Baptismal Font - - ~ - - -4 - 26 00
Vestry Furpiture -+ - - - - 2 5 44
Canadian Jewish Mizsion - - - - - 5 0 0
To Rev. Mr. McCurdy for Goose River Mission- 3 00
Home Mission - - - - - - - 5 00
Foreign Mission - - - -« . 5 0 0
To Mr. Hector MacKenzie for A. Mines Church - 5 0 0
Church Lamps - + - - - . 3 0 0
Church Blinds - - «+ -« & -« 91110
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The above being only the priveipal iteins of expenditare, sy dishurs
ments tor charitabie and chureh purposes are omitted. It deserves alvo to b
apecialiy me Nmncd that the eome for 1860 was augmented by a Bberal and
km(l donation of €10 sent through the hands of Miss Fraser.

The acconnt fov the past year, 1869, 0s as tollows —

Balanee from 1868 - - - - - - S ¥1212 09
Firet Quarter - - - - - - 2 6 3
Second do. - - - - - - - 110 0
Third do. - - . _ = R " 5 o2 0
Fourth do. - - - . - _ R 9 2 g

Total - - - - - - X210 13 ¢

EXPENDITURE For 1869,

Shutters for Church Windows- - - < N10 D 0
Cleaning Church - - - S 0 0

FTotal - - - - - - S T V)

It may be learned from the above hriet aceount what are the objects of thic
Society, and how tar these objects have been accomplished. From what goud
has been done. it may be seen how much more might be done it the Society
were widely sapportec throughout all the districts of the congregation. It
might at least e as strong as 1t was at fust. Tt is to be hoped that the Report
of 870 nuiy show o ma: ked i improvement.— Con.

NOTES OF THE MONTH.

SiNcE our last monthly summary there has been more than the usual
amounnt of excitement in that excitable nation—the French, which was carricd
to the highest pitch by the shooting of M. Noir. a friend of M. Rochfort, the
most rabid of the radical deputies. b\ Picrre Bmmp.nt('. a cousin of the Empe-
ror.  While the homicide awaits his trial. the Government has been sustained
in the Chamber by large majorities. The moderation of the Emperor amid all
these excitements and frouhies proves him a wise and pradent roler, whose it
and suecess are very important to the peace of France and Xurope.—The
Npanish nation having failed to obtain a ruler ambitious and bold enough to
oveupy the Spanish throne. has, in the me antime. settled inte a kind of provi-
sional republic. under which religions liberty is vujoyed, and the doetrines of a
I\un- gospel are spreading with marvelous success The trath has o contend

France and Spain with two great enemic-—Romanism and Infidelity.

1\ he relations of Great Britain and the United States all negociations on
the subject of the Alahara elaims ~eem, by mutual consent. to have been dis-
continued ; but much may be expected from the influence of such a distin-
guished atad wise man o~ Me. Motley, the American ninister, in removing a
state of things which is far from safe or satisfactory. . The visit of Prince Arthus
has clicited some cood tecling and soothing hospitalities. In the Superinr
Court of Ohio, the Jwiges have decided against the exclusion of the Bible from
the common schools. Two of them held that the Constitution recogunized Civis-
tianity.  This is a most impertant decision, and should be a lesson to us. wha
are apt to outherod Herod in our imitation of American institutions.  QOne
Judge asked: what a teacher was to say of the origin of man or of the Sabbath.
if he could not appeal to the Bible?  Surely the exclusion of the holy word of
God from the schools is an act of great impicty. and fraught with future esil to
a nation.  This important case bus been appealed to the Supreme Court.
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Ix the British parliament. the alrorbing question of the tenure of Irish land
fas tahen precedence of education. Many of the Irish Tndlovds mie confined
to their own houses from fear of assassination. and in some connfies there exists
areiyn of tevror. The people faney th it the land is <o fir their own that they
Laldd it under an old fendal tenure and shondd pay no rent. It i< said dhat the
Government intend to push torward their Tand bill to a third re adine betore
Laster. The leadership of’ the Conservatives in the Haouse of Lords has been
deelined by the Farl of Derby. A motion ™ been tabled in the Commons by
Mr. Beaumont, that bishops be relieved frome aitting in the Upper House.
The motion of Mr. Gladstone, that. as O’Donovan Rossi conld not take hissea
in the House of Commons. a new wiit be issaed for Tipperary. was earried by
avote of 301 to 810 Leading statesmen in Britain have lage I\ ¢ \pn-w*u them-
w m\ as opposed to any separiation hetween England and her Colenies. They
are viewed as specially important asa ficld of emigration for the masses of’ the
over-peopled mother country. At a meeting held on Jan. 26, to promote
pational emigration. letters were read trom several gentlemen en this suhjeet
M lmm).\(m poet Tawreate, wrote:—+ [ eannot belicve that ministers enter-
tain for & moment the suicidal policy mrilmlvd to them s rather wonld T think
that they are occupied with that vital question. how to make Englind and her
Colonics oie body and one soul.”  Mr. Fronde and Mr. Mill n\pw«ml them-
seves stll more strongly o the same sense. No - one, who has lived for any
length of time ina North American Colony. can fail to see that some plan of

*eloser union is necessary to the preservation of' the integrity of” the empire. A
calonist is neither a Briton nor an American. What i« he ? Define him @ for

e sadly wants definition. Mre. Bright has been alirmingly unwell from excess
of work, but is reported better. Politieal agitation is hard work.

Tuk absorbing religious topie i= the so-called Ecumenieal Council. But no
one can tell anything about it: as these plotters againat this poor worlds peace
do their work i a seeresy gnarded at every point. Dro Dollinger. the ablest
Roman Catholic divine in- Germany, has refuted the intallibilitv-dogma. - The
Jesuit organs call him Anti-Christ. Assemblies are no anthorits upon trath
which owex its discovery and maintenance to individual men. The councilis a
scene af plots and despotism. - Many of the Lishops complain that the amrange-
ments deprive them of an mdopt ndent voice. It s said that M. Bismark pro-
prses i puhhc condemnation of the Pope's famons Syllabus, in which modern
T n]'urc is anathematised.

i patronage Committee of the € lmrc]l of & otland have prepared their
Fepor t,. l]nc prmmpal wints of which are: « 1. That the (I.mn for the abolition
ot ln -patronage bas becore hereditary in thc Church: 2. That it is asked as
& mitter of justice s 3. That tlw present circumstances of the country make the
Teguiest A reason: lbk- one That the claim ix urged in the interest of the
whole community.”  The lh~]>n!ul settlement in Alloa gives occasion for the
waal buffoonery in such cases.

THERE s much excitement in this provinee. owing to the dismissal of
Mr Rand, Superintendent of Education. The essential thing to be kept in
view is. that no religious hody has, under the present Constitution. a richt to
sepacate schools, and ic shoulil be at onee thoroughly understond that no one
denomination shall have them. Separate schools are a most dangerons reli-
gions establishment.

To 2l appe arance a fearful calamity has come wpon us in the disappear-
ance of the steamship = City of Boston,” which sailed from Halifax on the 28th
Jan. Most deeply do we sympathise with anxious and weeping relatives., trust-
ing that they may have = the consalations of God.”

A GREAT man has fallen in the late Dr. Matheson of Montreal.  Muny will
remember his visit here about fourteen years ago. He was 2 most uncompro-
mm]nt'dmrdmmn. and enjoyed, at the same time, the deepest love and respect
of all A.
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THOUGHTS BY THE WAY.

Ocr ignorance and our conceit make us magnity ridicnionsly the diffe
ences between ourselves and other Christian Churches, always, of course, to o
own glorification and their great disadvantage.  Nothing removes the ful.
impression o well as the imminence of a greater dauger than any we appr-
hend from them, or the being thrown among them and being obliged to ha
familiar intercourse with them. Thus, Tet the Methadists attempt to establih
themselves ina Preshyterian district, and at onee Methodisin is publicly i
privately preached against, and  Arminianism denounced as almost as bad
Atheism.  But now let Romanism appear in the same district and ereet it
head., and straightway the Presbyterian and the Methodist ministers discovis
that they ave brothers,—that their differences are on = minor points,”—thg
they should have union prayer meetings, &c., and unite againse the comm;
enemy.  Andif a still worse enemy should appear, the immediate consequence
would be a great aceession of charity towards the Roman Catholies, frem the
discovery that they held all the great essentials of religion even as we hoil.
them.  Thus one of the greatest of modern travellers and missionaries—th:
converted Jew, Dr. Wolft,—found in his travels that the Greek  Chureh wae 4
greater enemy to human progress than the Roman, and the Mohammedu
religion a great deal worse than either.  Me says that *the native Christian.
of Anatolin and the Turkish empire in general, where Roman Catholie mission
aries have not penetrated, are ignorant, rude, and uncouth, like buffaloes; ani
that Roman Catholic missionaries have carried everywhere the light of eiviliza
tion. This was observed by Robertson (a minister of the Chureh of Scotland).
in his ¢ History of Mexicu and Peru,) who showed that holy priests of the
Spanish nation, like Las-Casas, have enlightened barbarians, and restraine’
the Spanish tyrants”  So, too, Dean Stanley, in his * History of the Gred
Church,” points out that though the Church of Rome appears to us the encuy
of all change and all progress, in comparison with the Greek Church it is hibe-
ral and reforming.

Macaulay, in his history, gives an amusing picture of how, in the reign
James VIL in England, the High Churchmen and the Non-conformists wl;
had done all they could against each other, and dreaded each other as poisar.
for years, began to fraternize when they found the king determined to Lrin:
the Roman Catholies into favour and power. 3

Missionaries to ihe heathen get very indifferent abont ¢ the minor points”
and the traditions of the seet. It was from the Presbyterian missionaries in the
Punjaub and north of India that the call eame to Christendom to unite it
prayer on the first week of the year.  The Preshyterian Dr. Livingstone, when
anxious to establish a mission on the Zambesi, invited Oxford and Cambridy
to enter on it: and it was to the honor of the late Bishop of Oxford that ke
readily put himself at its head. The great Morrison in China translated the
Prayer Book and Homilies of the Church of England ; and it # quite commes
for Baptist and Presbyterian missionaries in India to use the English Churct
Liturgy when they think it expedient; and they lose much of their bitternea
even against the Church of Rome.

The Rev. C. M. Grant went up to Darjeeling in the Himalayas a for
months ago to open a Pan-Protestant Church there.  He says:—% After service.
we all sat down to the communion, the clements being dispensed by an ol
Baptist missionary in the neighbourhood. There were thirty-one of us at the
table, and I know of Baptists. Congregationalists, Episcopalians, and Preshy-
terians among the number. It was a2 most blessed occasion; we, a little hand
in a strange land, in the recesses of the mountains, remembering God's love and
making visible the true unity of Christ’s Chureh, whilst the simple men of th
Hills looked in upon us in respectful wonderment.” Whata pity that som
Nova Scotians couldn't take a trip to the Himalayas!
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OxE of the greatest evils of <cetarianism is the way in which it fovees its
devarees to parade their good works.  The individual might like 1o do a good
act quictly s but if he does, he defrands his seet, which is bound to know all thet
can he {xut down toits credit, to elassity it, and pubhsh it with its statistics.
Henee the seet-church is greatly given to statisties. It strikes the average con-
tributed per member and per congregation: and if it is ascertained thereby
that the fact of a man being ot the seet A makes him give twice as much as
the sect B. on the whole does, gret is the rejoicing of the A. party. and great
the contumely hurled at all the B. people.  Faith means taith in the unscen,
but the seet must see, count, and parade everything.  Is it then, faith at all ?
Is there anything now-a-days of the left hand not knowing what the right
doeth ?  Not mueh, T fear.” Hence a want of refinement. of delieacy, and of
depth, in the sect Christiar.

UPPER INDIA.

O~ the 3rd of November last, the Rev. Mesars. Henderson and Gillan.
chaplains, and the Rev. J. P, Lang, miwionary of the Church of Scotland,
having met within the Mission Church of Jullundur, Upper India, ordained the
Rev. Mahomed Ismacl a3 the first native pastor of the Church of Sceotland in
the Punjaub; and. on the following Sunday. the Rev. J. P. Lang. within the
church at Sealkote, inducted the above clergyman to his charge as pastor of the
native congregation at that place.  The services were entirely in Qordoo.

[The Rev. J. P. Lang is a son of the late Rev. Gavin Lang, formerly Church
of Scotland Missionary in Shelburne, Nova Scotia—Ep.]

LUTHER AND THE SABBATH.

DrrING the recent discussion of the Sabbath question in Pitisburgh, refer-
ence was made several times to the views of LUTHER on this subject.” It may
be well to state in his own words what he thought of the Lords day. The
tollowing paragraph from LUTHERS Larger Catechism will prove that he by
no means entertaned such loose opinione of the sacred day as some have at-
tributed to him :

To sanetify the Sabbath day, significs tokeepitholy. What thenisimplied
by keeping it holy 2 Nothing else but to be employed in holy words and
actions.  We should know that God desired to have this commandment strietly
observed, and that he will punish all who reject his Word and are unwilling to
hear and learn it, especially at the time appointed for this purpose.  Therefore
not only those sin against this commandment who grossly abuse and impiously
profane the Sabbath day. as those who. on acconnt of their avarice or wanton-
ness, negleet to hear the Word of God or lie in taverns full and stupid like
swine : but those also who listen to the YWord of God as to idle talk, and attend
preaching merely for the sake of fashion, and when the year has gone by, know
as little as they did before.”

ONCE A WEEK.

PrTTING, for a moment, the divine obligation of the Sablath out of
question, ought we not to retire from active business life at least as often as once
a week, ir order to sit in judgment upor. ourselves? Men with the strongest
desire to be just and honorable may, without being conscious of it at the time.
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defleet from the straight and navvow path of right under the insddious prowpte
ings of ~eltinterest,  The indivdual who withdraws trom the pursuit and pleas
sures of the world one day inevery seven, and on that day subjeets his acts aud
motives to a rigid moral serutiny—who, as it were, institutes for himself'a private
and personal Sunday School, making Conseience its monitor, hringime np all his
work-day doings like so miany scholars to be eatechisel, and approved. or con-
demmned, according to their deserts—is sare to recover, and Ikely to amend,
many serious fandts, which might otherwise have become habits. and have
obsenred his good name. and perhaps in the end totally undermine his integyity,
Onece a week, depend upon it.is not too otten for the man who wishes to do hiz
duty to his neighbors. to stand aside srom secular affairs and review the past.
He ean zeavcely do less than this, and fiel assured that he is doing striet jnstice
to his fellow-men. and he certainly is not performing his daty to God, whose
watehful eve is always upon his ereatures, wnd whose unwearied aria is ever
vutstretebed to shelter and to save, if he fais to devote ~o small a fraction of
his time ax one day  seven. to devout gratitude and earnest praise.

A meETING of the S0 8, Teachiers Association in conneetion with the Chureh

of Scoland will be held in St Andrew’s, Halifax, on Monday evening, 14th
inst., at 74 o'clock. Al the ~chools will be present.
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