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MAKING THE BEST OF LIFE

Two questions rule the world.

1. What shall I do for sclf ; where go; for
bread, or gain, or fame? Asa rule that winch
seems to offer most of these decides the choice.

But in most cases men do not get what they
hope for. The distant shines.  As arule men and
women see the ill of what is ne.r and do not see
its gootl ; while the good of the far off secemsa
great deal more than it really is, and the ill is not
seen.

Hosts rush to the gold fields. A few make for-
tunes ; hundreds get something; and tens of
thousands Jose all. The gainers and their gain
are told world wide; the loscrsand their loss sink
out; of sight.

What a book, if the other side were told !

A. had a snug farm ; no debt ; made a fair liv-
ing. He took the gold longing ; gobtaloan, spent
five years in Yukon, came hoine broken in health;
no money, big mortgage, furm run down, boys
idle and bad, wife worn and heart sick, may be
dead.

B. a young man with goor trade and sumething
in the bank for a dark duay. He drew it out,
went to the gold fields. Ten years there, could not
get back, an old man while yet young; drinks
when he can get it, body and soul in ruins. A
few years more, gene, lost !

C made money, spent it in fast living, is now a
wreck in fortune, health, and morals.

D, E, F, gathered all they had to take them
there, They are working for wage as they can
geb it, and faring as best they may. They long
for home, in vain.

Fill up to Z.

‘The same is true in sotme mensure in other lines
of life. There is a steady strenm of the young
from country to city, from furm to “fortune™?
One gets rich.  His nume and wealth are widely
told. A few make a fair living. More drag out
a weary life of heart-sick care and toil, with little
of the comfort in life that they had before them
at the first ; and that the farmer, though poor,
enjoys.

And the one who gets rich, what of it? If sel
be the aim, he spends a life of toil and care, and
then in five or ten years leaves it all and goes out
to begin again in anuther world, tuking nothing
with him but the character he has formed.

2. What can Idofor others ? A good question.
None can make the hest of life who lives for self.
Here too the near is often lost sight of, and the
far off is longed for.

“What I would do if I had control of the
world’s politics, business, religion!™ Such thought
is good, and the way tv carry it out: is to do ib
in the little world of which one has control.

Few can be helpful to the world on a largs
secale, but every marn can purify hisown politics
and business and religion and bring his influence
to bear upon his neighbor.

The most useful men in the world to-dayare nob
the great leaders, but the men and women who by
faithful life and work, in the littlesettlements that
make up a great country, are living and working
for truth and right. The most useful class of
Christinns are those whoin their families and in
their little Sabbath school and churchare helping
to make their own corner of the world purer and
better, and thus making the best of life.
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Our home Tork.

Among the Chinese in Montreal there are six-
teen Sabbath Schools.  The average size of these
schouls is 25 scholars and 22 teachers. The con-
tributions of the schools for the past year for our
Forcign Mission works wero $463.57. Besides
this there were other sums given directly in con-
neetion with the Mission and in consequence of it,
nmounting to 3792.36G, making o total of §1155.87.

Find the manse in the picture of the new
church at Skaguay, given on another page. The
lean-to against the church at the right hand side
of the picture, represents it, being the pastor’s
bedroom and study. The church was bailt in a
few weeks and dedicated  12th Dec., free of debt.

At the left of the picture is Rev. R. M. Dickey,
at the right Rev. A, S. Grant.  They will hoth
perhaps push on for the Klondike, now that Rev.
Mr. Pringle isappointed, and leave the latter in
charge at Skaguay. :

Alady writes of the Montreal W. M. 8. :—
¢ Auxiliaries are reported having mother's prayer
meetings in connection with those for business
relating ts their work.  The mothers of the
church meet together, perhaps but the two or
three, as a beginning, pleading with God, with all
the earnestness of the mother heart for blessings
upon the children, their bope, the hope of the
church, for the extension of its work of regenera-
tion and evangelization at home and *‘untu all
the world.™  Surely such prayer will not fail of
answer.

A French lady missionary among the poor in
Montreal tells how the nuns lay up merit and
teach the people to do so :---

““A poor woman, Roman Catholic, whom I
visited, told me that the nuns encourage them to
beg, and impose it upon them as a duty, telling
them that Jesus had begged from door to door
when He was on earth ; and that if they did so,
they would only be doing an act of humility, and
meritorious in the sight of God; an act that
would «to much towards their salvation.

T tried to make plain to her Christ’s mission on
earth, and His promise, which was not only for
the life to come hut for the present life. *“ Seck
ye first the kingdom of God and His righteous-
ness, and : !l these things shall be added unto
you.” T told her that I had never scen a trno
Christian and follower of Jesus begging bread
from door to door.  Sheanswered, ¢ I have never
sech o Protestant begging, and they seem to live
better than we do.”

MARCH

STATE OF THE FUNDS, EAST.

Receipts for 1896-97 1897-98
Foreign Misgsions.............822,661.83 £22,298,32
Home Missions...... el FLTOT.68 0 10,311.46
Augmentation ... . oee . 4,300,108 3,863.15
College..... cerrrhereneanens 8,429.43 $,100.21
Aged Ministers... cneaeans 2,393.00 2,453.12

ESTIMATE For 1397-1898,

Foreign Missions e veeeriesienneennnn 333,000,090

Home Missions...eeeeerveenereneenenns vevaens . 19,000.00
Auvgmentation .. iiiiviiiieninenns . ceerenes 10,500.00
College. verencemiiniiniienneinaiiceniy weeeenee 12,000.00
Aged and Infirm Ministers..ee cveneeea 3,600,008

The accounts will close March 3lst, 1898.

Large contributions must be received in March in
order to avoid a greatly increased debt.

52,000 out of £3,000 needed for Koren are on
hand—they are included in the Foreign Mission
figures given nbove. The Home Mission figures
include gifts to North West.

P. M. Morrisox, Agent.

. g
N. H. TRAINING INSTITUTION, FOR 1897.

The New Hebrides may not become a
university centre, but most of the world’s univer-
sities had a smaller beginning than has the New
Hebrides Training Institution for native workers,
teachers, preachers, cte.; of which Rev. Dr.
Annand has charge on Tangoa. Tt isquite a family
institution, as many of the students are married,
and their wives are with them. These also are
tuught Ly Mrs. Annend, and Mrs, Lang, and to-
gether with their husbands learn some of the
ways of civilization.

Writing on the 13th of January, Dr. Annand
says. ** The number of students in attendance is
67, —wives 21, —children 10,—equal to a family of
96.

Their conduct during the year has been very
commendable, and the progress made nas given
us encouragement.  All the lads who came to us
as church members, were received unto fellowship
a‘ter seeing their behaviour and hearing their re-

aests.  The spiritual life of the school is very
gratifying to all of us.

Numbers more are wishing to come to the
Institution, so the time has now cor “vhen we
need an assistant L.y teacher; but as yet we
cannot see our way tu tle appointment of one as
our funds are not fortheoming. At the present
moment we have a debit balance of ab. ut £60
sterling.
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SKAGUAY, CHILKOOT, KLONDIKE.
Uncouth names all, fit for Indians and wil-
derness.  Bug gold, like charity, covereth; and
multitudes with goldendreams are gathering there.
Many young mea of good riorals and habits ave
going. But all the more nced for mission work,
to save these men from sin; for there will be
multitudes versed in all evil, and making gain by
men's ruin. The drink shop, the gambling saloon,
and the brothel, foul trinity of ill, will abound,
and, if left uncared for, multitudes of young men
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Mr. Grang has heen sent more recently and wilt
probably oceupy Skagwayin the meantime ; while
Mr. Dickey pushes on to Dawson city and the
Klondike, a trmnp of some six hundred miles over
the frozen snow,

A third, Rev. John Pringle, formerly of Port
Arthur, has just been appointed by the H. M. Com-
mittee.

More men, and means to send them, are
urgently needed; for there will be a number of
mining centres, with *‘somebody’s boys” in all
of them, to keep and save from going astray.

NEW CHURCH AT SKAGUAY, DEDICATED 12th DEC,, *¢7, FREE OF DEBT.

from good homes, and of hitherto clean, pure,
lives, “somebody’s boys,” will full vietims.

Of the greatest importance, therefore, is that the
chareh be on the spot fromn the fiest, that it may
give visibility to good, remind our boys, ‘“some-
borly"s hoye,” of homeand heaven, and help to keep
them from the wuy that gueth down to death.

Two men, Rev. % M. Dickey and Rev. AL S.
Grant, have gone. Mr. Dickey was first sent, and
reached Skagway, where within o few weeks he
had a church built, chiefly by the wortk and con-
tributions of the people, and opened 12th Dec.

Most of these missions will soon, become self
supporting, fur money will be plentiful and miners
are generous 3 but the cost of getting men to the
ficld and beginning work will be considerable.
The Home Mission Cummittee has no spare funds
for this purpose. They have accordingly issued
an appeal foraspecal offering.  They ask all
who wish to help in saving ** somebody’s boys”
perhaps tleir ¢wn buy, from the snares around
them, to send thewr offering at onee, for this pur-
pose, toRev. Dr. Warden, theagent of the church,
Presbyterian Oftices, Toronto.
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THAT CHRISTMAS BATTLE.

It was in Skaguay, at the head of tide navigu-
tion,ut the entrance to one of the mountain passes
leading to the Klondike, where already there is
quite o town, of 2,000 people. It was u strife
between good and bad, for men. Evil abounded.
Temptations to sin were on every hand. )

But evil did not have all its own way. Mr.Dickey
was there, and some splendid men and wormen as
co-workers. And they got up a Christmas enter-
tainment in the new church, as a counter attrac-
tion to the saloons anl dance houses.

Aletter to the Westminster, says of it:

““The great eveat of the day, so far asthe
Christians were concerned, was the Christmas
tree. For weeks past the children had been
under the careful training of Mrs, Strong, a lac .
of rare tact and great skill in the management of
children.

The ladies, with the assistance of a few gentle-
men, decorated the church and tree in a tasteful
manner. The Star of Bethlehem hung above the
platform. Underneath it a great scroll, 22 feet
long, was unrolled, bearing the words-—*¢ Glory
to God in the ITighest,” and underneath it a neat
banner with * The King has Come.” There were
a number of mottoes around the walls. The
whole church was fentooned with evergreens.

The tree was the great centre of interest. It
was a graceful drooping fir tree, and on it was a
present for every child in Skaguay, now about
fifty in number.

Among the presents were two Klondike dolls,
dressed in fur from heuld to heel, one for the
pastor and one for the contractor ¢f the church,
Mr. C. Broomfiell. Tl pastor was also the
recipient of a pursc from the Ladies’ Aid Society,
and three ladics presented a handsome chair and
table for the plitiorm.

The church w.s filled to overflowing—not half
of those present could find seats, though addi-
$ional seats had beon secured.  Many were turned
away unable to gct in at all. The verdict of all
who had the good fortune to enjoy the first
Christinas tree in Skaguay is that it was o great
success. It was a strong resisting force to the
attractions of evil on every, side. For here, as
elsewhere, the devil's agents try to prostitute our
grent Christmas festival and make it a day of de-
bauchery. One saloon even went so far as to
give a free turkey dinner to everyone who came.”

None but He who knows the heart, can tell
how much good was done by that one gathering,
with its pleasant and hallowed associations. Men
would not care to leav~ such & place snd go to the
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saloon, or worse. It would bring memories of
home and goodness to many a one, and would
make him a better, stronger, man.

WIDOWS* AND ORPHANS’
FUND, WEST.

In the multiplicity of appeals that are'being
made in connection with the work of the Church,
there is u danger of overlooking the claims
of the Ministers’ Widows’ and Orphans’
Fund. The Committee require from congrega-
tions this year for this Fund fully fifty per cent.
more thun was got last year,

The question may naturally be asked, ‘ How
does this arise ” ? In reply to such a question it
may be stated that last year a large amount of
arrears of interest wus collected, 30 that the
revenue from this source was $2,000 in excess of
the normal annuul revenue from interest.

Not only was there & large amount of arrears of
interest collected last year, but also a large
amount of arrears in ministers’ rates, so that the
receipts from this source were about $1,000 in
excess of the avernge amount annually.

Then the Committee last year received a legacy
of 8900, This year none such has been received.
It will be seen, therefore, that about $4,060 of the
revenue of last year was derived from exceptional
sources,

It should also be stated that the number of
annuitants has inereagsed, so that the expenditure
will this year be greater than that of last.

The Assembly gave discretionary power to the
Commitice to reduce the annuities. It will be
necessary t9 cxercise this power unless there are
funds saifficient, as the Committee will not go
into debt. The present annuities are so small
(that f a widow being only $150. per annum) that
it will not be to the credit of the Church shouldit
be necessary to reduce the amount.

At the present date, it would seem as if the
revenue would be 83,000 short of the requirement.
If this prove to be the case, a rcduction of $30
from the amount paid to each annuitant, will be
necessary. This can be obviated if every congre-
gation of the Church were to forward a confribu-
tion on behalf of the Fund.  There are doubtless
many private members of the Church who will
gladly avail themselves of the privilege of sending
a speciul contributiun, sv as to render unnecessary
the reduction of the annuity. ¢ Pure religion and
undefiled hefore (Rod and the Father ig this, ¢ To
visit the widow and fatherless in their affliction,’
ete.”

All contributions should be forwarded to Dr.
Warden, prior to the 31st March, when the books
close for the year.

MINISTERS’
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STATE OF THE FUNDS, \WEST.

The Rev. Dr. Warden, agent of the church
(Western section) sends us (23rd Feb’y) the fol-
lowing statement, showing the amount of money
still required for each scheme of the church, in
order to end the yenr free from debt :- -

Home missions.seesrssessrscsssarsessesescesacess 16,500

Augmentation. .....ceeecenicecssneeicinienn. 9,000
Foreign missiont..eeseceerecessssernsearossaneess 18,500
French Evangelization...ccevcsiccreeiieens 8,000
Pointe-aux-Trembles coveeceereeisiicsssssenees 6,250
Ministers’ widows’ and orphans'....ceees 5,000
Aged and infirm ministers..eecsicssesns.. 9,500
Assembly fund sccisiiiininiiienninn, ceenee 1,300
Knox College.....ooeeaees ceressesnsreteanes wee 6,250
Presbyterian College, Montreal ..... cenens 4,500

The year ends on Thursday, 31st March, on the
evening of which day the books close. On the
21st Feb. nearly one half of the congregations of
Ontario and Quebec had not contributed to one or
more of the Schemes of the Church, and this not-
withstanding the fact that only some five weeks
remain till the close of the Church yeav,

This is doubtless due, in many cases, to neg-
Tect or oversight upon the part of Congregational
or Missionary Treasurers. It is hoped that
ministers will make a point of seeing that the
contributions are forwarded without delay, so
that the year may close without debt in every
Scheme, and also that there may be no disap-
pointment when the receipts are published for
distribution throughout the Church.

AUGMENTATION, WEST.

The following by Rev. Dr. Campbell speaks for
itself. We'would ask for it o sympathetic and
liberal hearing. What is done should be done
quickly as the accounts close on the 3lst of
March,

¢ Carefully made estimates indicate the danger
of a deficit at the close of the year. This means:
1. A cut of say §15 to $20 from the amount pro-
mised to each minister of an augmented charge.
2. Contraction instead of the looked for expan-
sion at the work in the North West. 3. Addi-
tional burden inatead of the expected relief to the
Home Mission Committee in its work.

Woe refuse to believe that our people will fail to
provide against this threatened dunger, when it
is considered that § cents » family would more
than make the provision. Oniy let each minister
present the case to his congregaticn and Sabbath
School and Young Peoples’ Society and it is
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certain that all will, be well. I do not ask for
specials 50 much us that something should come
from overy congreguation, school, or socicty.

R. CasrBELL.
RENFREW, Feb. 18th, 1808,

——

AGED MINISTERS' FUND, WEST.

While o few of our ministers are liberally pro-
vided for, yet with the sulury thut the majonity of
them receive, and the demuands that are made
upon them, it is scarcely possible for many of
them to make provision for sickness or age. It
is theretore only reasonuble that a moderate pro-
visiou should be made for them whenfrom infirm-
ity or old age they have to cease active work.

We demand of them that they be open heorted
and open handed, leaders in religious and benevo-
lent work, and bearing their full share of all de-
mands that are made for such work, and yet, in
many cases, we do not give them the means to do
it, not to speuk of making provision for old age.

If this be so, and if their lives be given for the
public good, then it is not merely fitting or gener-
ous, that they should receive help, but it is their
due. Their lives have been given for the church,
and the church should make some provision for
them when they are no longer able to work.

Further, the minister himself pays his rates to
this Fund, and it is only fair and right that we
should do our part in sustaining it.

In the West there are eighty-seven snnuitants
upon the Fund and entitled to benefit. The major-
ity of them have given over thirty years of active
service, and a number have given forty years and
mere.

To give to these eighty-seven the annuity pro-
vided by our rules, from $200 and $250 each per
year, and to meet the deficit of $1,800 from last
year, will require $22,336.70. The receipts from
interest, and ministers’ rates, will amount to
$8,200, leaving about $14,000 to be raised by the
congregations of our church in the West.

If less than this sum is given it will mean the
cutting down of the annuities, and consequent
hardship and possible suffering to not a few of
our old ministers.

At present the Fund is very far from what it
should be to meet these demands, If there is not
a liberal response during March, the very modest
allowance to our old ministers will have to be re-
duced. Let all that can be given to prevent such
o result, beforwarded to Dr. Warden, Toronto,
before the end of March, as the accounts of the
Fund close that date.
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Our yForeign Missions.

Rev, Dr.and Mrs. Annand have been having a
short furlough to Australin and New Zealund,
and return from Sydney, the first of April, to
their Island home, and their family of ninety-six.

Our mission field is not without: its veterans.
The Mortons have heen thirty years in Trindad,
and the Grants twenty-soven ycars. Our threo
New Hebrides Mission families, the Magkenzies,
Annands, and Robertsons ; the Campbells inIndia,
and the Mackays in Formosn, have been a quarter
of n century in their respective fields, doing our
work for us. May they be Mosaic in strength and
vision until translation comes.

In nletter from Rev. J. Fraser Campbell, Rut-
lam, Central India, just received, hesays : 1
expect to baptize several of the Loysshortly.”.
It is well to get the old, but when the young are
won for Christ it mea =u lifo of work for others.
Sad news he has tou,  Mrs. Campbell was very
illfor a length of time. The struin and the work
in connection with the famine waifs, and the great
amount of sickness among the natives, proved tco
much for her strength. Sheis now better, but
while a quarter of a century of mission work has
had its effect on India, it has told on the worker.
But the strength has been spent in a glorious
cause.

MAKING MISSION HISTORY.

An important page of history did our Foreign
Mission Committee, Eastern Division, write at
their meeting in Truro, N.S., on Feb. 16th.
They appointed the first missionaries sent by our
Church to Korea.

Rev. W. J. Mackenzie, who founded the mis-
sion, was one of our own men, and was supported
by individual contributions from friends; but at
that time the Church could not see its way to
making an appointment, and he went forth on
his own responsibility.

His brief devoted lifeand sad death are known,
The Church is now taking up the work which he
laid down, and the Foreign Missicn Committee
hasappointed to Korea,Mr. Robert Grierson,M.D,
and Mr. W. R. Foote, graduates of the Presby-
terian College, Halifax. They expect to leave for
their field in May.

But this was not all. There was before the
Committee, at the same time, an offer from Mr,
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Duncan MacRae, o senior student at the same
college, to go to Koreu ; and all he asked was o
ticket to carry him there and the authorization of
the Committee.  Accompanying this offer wasa
guarantes of support for several years from the
students of the College. As the cost of outfit and
travel would amount to between four and five
hundred dollars, and the Foreign Mission Fund
is already in debt and is assuming a new and
large increase of work ; it was decided not to
mako the appointment ab that time but to lay the
facts before the Church, and ask specinl giits for
this purpose. Dr. Morrison will be ghd to
receive such so that the appointment may be
made at the meeting of the Committee in April.

TRAINING PREACHERS IN INDIA.

The Presbytery of India is trying to tramn up
up o native ministry. They realize thataf ever
India is to be evangelized it must be by native
agency. They are training suituble young men
as fast as they can get them, setting them to
work a5 catechists and teachers, and gathering
them for six weeks at some central station for a
term of instruction. .

Rev. W. A. Wilson, who first had the junior
class for six weeks, and then the senior for a sim-
ilar term, writes :—

* With the former a good deal of time was
spent in the study of questions 39 to, 66
in the Shorter Catechism. Some time was
devoted to Scripture Geography, in con-
nection with Bible incidents and events. A
start was also made on the subject of the Messi-
anic prophecies. At the close, examinations were
held in all these subjects with good results.

They went again to their work and ‘the Seniors
came. DMr. Campbell gave instruction in the
Epistle to the Romansand the subject of miracles,
but owing to family afiliction could not be present
as much as he would like.

Ispent four or more hours daily with them.
Special attention was given to the study »f the
Moral Law, its nature, its far-reaching applica-
tion and its sanctions. The first five command-
ments were made the basis of study. A portion
of time was given to the study of the Epistle to
the Ephesians. Some of the heathen systems and
their refutation were also considered.

The members of the class helped in preaching
and evangelistic services, while gathered here,
and af the close returned again to their work. I
trust that the result of the classes will be in-
creased efficiency in the work of the Kingdom,”
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TRINIDAD, 1807, GENERAL SURVEY.

This year, we had pleasure in welcoming to
Trinidad, Mrs. MacRas, who joined the staff for
the first timo; Miss Fisher, who returned from
furlough ; and Mr. Harold Clark, who arrived in
Angust, to take charge of the Training School.

At the annual examination in April, four
students ““ passed” and took charge of schools.
During the year, seven new school houses and
seven teachers’ houses were built, and four school
houses enlarged.

In addition to this, * Oriental Hall™ was pur-
chased and filled up for the San Fernando school.
1t has been & heavy undertaking, but had become
udvisable, ag the school had out-grown its old
quarters, and its numbers and noise invaded both
the Manse and College premises.

Through the severe depression in sugar, this
Mission received from sugar proprictors sume-
what less than in 1806. This aruse from no de-
crease of interest in our work, but was sulely due
to adverse circumstances. We accept the result
with regret, which is chiefly for our friends in
their anxious struggle, and, in sincerely thank-
ing them all for good will and help in the pust,
express the earnest hope that brighter days are in
the near future.

We acknowledge with much pleasure a dona-
tion of £100 stg. from Mr. George Cadbury, and
£100 stg. from Mr. Richard Cadbury; alsv £10
stg. from a friend.

These donaticns enabled us to provide a new
school-house at Maraceas, and otherwise maintain
and extend our work.

The following are the statistics for the year :—

Canadian Missionaries................. 5
Ordained natives..............ccv.en . 4
CatechistS...ooeeveieniiiiiiiinnnnnnn. 50
Bible women............ Ceeeiieeeeaes 10
Baptisms ,—adults............... ceees 167

s children........ hereeaeaen 213

6 total. ... e 380
Marriages. covovvieie e eiiaiiniaaaaas 88

Canadian lady teachers........ . 4
SChOO0IS. euenrrrercnseecncsosses soveasnnan 56
Boys on Roll (uvemfre quarterly crecnees 3,077
Girlg ¢« ¢ 1,323
Total  ¢¢ . ¢ 4,400
Average daily attendance.... 2,500
Total enrolled for the YEBUearerssansasanes 6,097
Communicants...cceee.s 621
Sabbath schools.. ..... . . 7
On Roll.cvaieireeneniiienenrenaenanes o 3,042
Daily average....ceeeesse voveesnaees 1,904
Contributed by propmetors........... .8l 1"6 00
Contributed by native church............ 3750.00
Averge per communicanb...e.e veverenennn.. 6.04

Comparing the above statlstxcs with those of
the previous year nearly every item shows sub-
stantial increase.
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This is gratifying, as it shows that, in spite of
hard times, there is no backward tendency.
Thanks are hereby tenderad to proprictors of
Tistates and their representativgs, and tu all vther
friends of our Mission fur their courtesy and aid.
ALrRED W, ThoMPsoN,
See. Mission Council.

THIRTY YEARS IN TRINIDAD.

REV. DR. MORTON'S THIRTIETI ANNUAL REPORT.

The health of all your agents in this (Tunauna)
District has been for the most part satisfactory.

The two ordained natives, Revs. Paul Bhuk-
han and Andrew Gayadeen have proved faithful
and diligent, thus giving much satisfaction.
The latter spent nearly n month in visiting every
station in St. Lucin and helping on the work
there. The field was new to him but the people
everywhere reeeived him with respect and enjoyed
his ministrations.

Some few changes have been made among the
catechists and teachers, in the interests of discip-
line and efficiency, and two new teachers were
received from the Training School, having
passed the necessary examination.

Miss Blackadder has completed her twenty-first
year as a teacher in Trinidad. Oner filteen years
she has taught in my distriet, working in Lar-
mony with all our proposals and arrangements for
the advancement of the work, a friend as well as
a fellow-worker.

Two new school houses have been built ; one at
Maracas, in which I was greatly aided by the
generous donation of £100 from George Cadbury,
Esq.; and another at Woodbrook; towards
which members of Grey Friars' congregation,
Port of Spain, contributed $227.71. I hope
shortly to get assistance from Government to
both these schools. .

Tacarigua, Tunapuna and Caroni school
houses have been enlarged. Towards the former
object Miss Blackadder collected $311.83 ; and
from Oct. 1st the government agreed {v an in-
crease of $14.00 rental per month, on tie three
buildings.

1 also purchased a piece of land with a tempor-
ary huilding at Guaico, a station on the extension
of the Arima Railway, four miles from Sangra
Grande, of which district it forms a part. The
local catechist corducts a school part of the day
at this place; but, for the present, it is not
connted as one of our schools. This Railway
extension was opened in August to a point two
miles beyond Guaico, which prepares the way for
further extension of our work into the interior.
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In close touch with the work of catechists and
tenchers, that of our female agents, **Women's
Work for Women," is too narrow a groove for
Trinidad. Tho girls become women so guickly
they must be taken hold of early. As intimated
in my last year's report the Girl’s Home was
closed for a time *‘ to give Mrs, Morton some re-
lief from the confinement, and allow a new
set of girls to come forward.,” It has therefore
been in recess during 1897. Mrs. Morton con-
tinued her Bible Clags for advanced children in
school and took up also the service and singing.
It wwas a partinl change but not even a partial de-
crease of work. The number of girls in avernge
attendance has doubled, and a very special
interest has been awankened in the sewing, singing,
and Bible class, with excellent results from a
missionary point of view.

Three paid Bible women have been on our list
of workers for the year, all of whom have done
well.  Fanny Subaran did special work in o
back street of Tunapuna, teaching a Hindi class
for both boys and girls ; and Deborah Talaram, in
Port of Spain, had special charge of work in the
House of Refuge.

Twenty-two places in this district had service
every Sabbath and éight others less regularly.
My work has been to conduct, on an average,
more than three sarvices on Subbath and others
during the week ; to superintend the work of the
native agents and teachers ; to look after finance
and buildings ; and to give advice and medicine
to the sick. This Jast isa means of usefulness
which I would like to extend, especially in some
of the outlying and unhealthy districts. It can-
not be doubted that it is a very effective means of
aileviating human distress and a valuable aid to-
mission work.

Looking back over thepast thirty years one can
see how the whole problem of the East Indian in
Trindad has developed and extended ; from
25,000 on Sugar Estates, to, say 83,000, scattered
over the whole Island, and coming to the front in
many ways.

An average yearly increase of 2,000 immigrants
from India, and the return of about 600 to Indis,
hi.s made the problem of mission work in Trinidad
unique.

Several of our reliable Christians leave yearly for
India, carrying with them certificates and intro-
ductions. That fact has its own significance.
On the other hand the influx of fresh immigrants,
and the steady movement of the people out into
new settlements, gives our mission an ever-
enlarging sphere of action.

There is no finality in the problem before us.

MarcH

Even should sugar fail, and Indian Immigration
cease, & very wide and inviting field would rewmain
in which, as never before, industrinl and social
problems would confront our mission, in connec-
tion with the religious life of the people.

Over the work of the pust there avo no regrets,
except for our want of faith and zenl.  As to the
future, the call is clearer and the field wider,
before a young man, than'it was in 1867. Novelty
may have worn off' ; but the elements of interest
and hopefulness, the encouragement to labor, and
the prospect of enlarging success, never were so
great.  Ono cannot enjoy two working lives, but
a second, were it possible, would be gladly given
to this mission.

The following are the statistics for this District
in 1897 :

Canadinn MisSionary......eccveereceeraeanaen, 1
Orduined Nutives.... 2
CutechistSieieererasesaenssessassasssisnsacaraases 9
Bible Women oo vovvnceeniincs coe ceniinnene :
Baptism, ndults.cniin, 39

‘" children..ceeieeaees. vereas 67

' totaleeoeiiiananns 106
Marringes....cocveeeernransne 24
Canadinn Lady Teacher . 1
Schools.ciereireicraniiciieicinaiienenan 14
Boys on Roll.....ccevveees . 835
Girls on Roll 328
Tob0cierreeerrens ceeerrnoeseanse 1,163
Daily average attendance....... 717
Total enrolled for year..ocooeeceee 1,506
CommunieantS.coceeeses siesersrenenionnnans 107
Contributed by native church.. ... 8703.00
Average per communicant.....eeeiereniees o 56.59

TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS IN TRINIDAD.

REV. DR, GRANT'S TWENTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL

REPORT.

As my work in 1897 has bee:: more particularly
within the town, and in the neighborhood of San
Fernando, I will confine myself, in my report, to
the centre, leaving the extensive outlying districts
to be reported of by Mr. Fraser and Babu Lal
Bihari, who will also give all statistics.

At the outset, however, I would offer the gen-
eral remark, that in no year of my connection
with the Mission have we had fuller deliberation
or more anxious thought than in the year just
closed. The depression in the sugar market,
threatening ruin to the planter, naturally, led to
a curtailinent of income from a source that had
supplied liberally and regularly ; and the general
-exib of Eust Indians from plantations to Crown-
lands, imposed on us the duty to provide, if possi.
ble, ways and means to follow them with schools
and the Gospel.
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Again and again we met to plan, and the
younger members of the Mission Council per-
formed many u long journey, spending day after
day in the suaddle, reconnoitring the several Mis-
sion fields, with n view to theselection of the best
centres.  Anxious concern in planning, and untir-
ing zeal in exeeuting, ave visible features in the
year's work,

SAN FERNANDO CONGREGATION.

This congregution consists of the people of tho
East, with the exception of the Mission fumilies
and o few others.  On Subbath morning the ser-
vice is conducted in the Hindustani language,
and in the evening in English.

Finuuncially, the English spenking congrega-
tion is much stronger than the Hindi speaking.
Jointly they contributed through the year, for the
support of their pastor, Sunday school work,
Bible Society, and current expenses, about 81,180,
or at the average rate per communicant of nearly
ten dollars. To sustain the interest, (even where
there is the ability) which finds expression in
generous giving, requires, just as at home, dili-
gent and acceptable service.

SABBATH SCHOOL.

This most helpful ngency has stood the test of
years, and the interest has never flagged. Per-
haps at no time with us has there been such a per-
vading concern for the prosperity of the school us
at the present.

Instead of the usual Christmas treat given by
the teachers, it was resolved in July to award
prizes to &ll who would give, ut the end of the
year, the titles, golden texts, and Catechism, for
six months- the prize to consist of our new Buok
of Praise. A copy of the edition sold at thirty
cents, was to be given to all who gave the three
subjects for six months, without an error, and the
cheapest edition to those giving simply the titles
and golden texts.

Two of the nearer country schools joined the
central school ; and thirty-six of the larger prize,
and fifty-one of the smaller, were won and distri-
buted.

Some of the teachers, in witnessing the success,
united to provide six prizes on the work of the
year, three for boys and three for girls. The
successful competitor for first prize to give the
whole year’s work, not only without an error, but
without hesitancy, and with distinct enunication
The result showed that three girls were bracheted
for a first prize, although questioned over and
over.

At our service on New Year’s morning we in-
troduced the new Book of Praise. The prizes
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awarded gay - ws many copies to begin with and
from this new departure we anticipate a deepened
interest in our cighteen Sabbath schools. The
Cinldren's day comes round quarterly and I would
not cispense with it.

THE . E. SOCIETY.

This organization, numbering about fifty, is
conducted with regularity and cvident interest,
and I believe is doing good.

THE PRAYER MEETING.

This is conducted in the Church every Wednes-
day evening, Mr. Clark who joined us in August,
has rendered valuable help, not only in this but in
every part of our work. In the vicinity similar
mectings are conducted, two b ing in Hindustani,
and ono of the latter is wholly in the hands of
Indian women.

TRAINING SCHOOL.

Thig schoot, formerly taught by Mr. Pasea, now
u student of Dalhousie, i at present in the hands
of Mr. Harold Clark ; but as nseparato reportwill
be furnished of it I will hero simply state that I
give daily an hour and upwards, to instruction in
it. Besides religious instruction, school manage:
ment, English literature, and Hindi, fall to me.

THE COLLEGE.

When the classes are in session, I give two
days weekly to the several subjects entrusted to
me.

THE PRACTISING SCHOOL.

Here the students of the Training School spend
an hour daily for the practical work of teaching.
It is our clenentary schoul, the first school we
opened, ten weeks after our arrival.

In its carlier history, foree, sometimes physieal,
had to be applied persistently to overcome the vis
inertia, but the object was attained and the ad-
vance oaward and upward has been steady.
Under many disadvantages in way of accommo-
dation, excellent work was done by successive
teachers from home, supported and aided by
teachers here.

The inconvenience experienced, has now been
met in the recent purchase and fitting up of
Oriental ITall.  Since eatering these premises in
August, the average has decreased, and we hope
in the near future to report a daily attendance of
two hundred,

Miss Archibald took ever this school from Misg
Kirkpatrick, in a high stata of efiiciency, and she
has fully sustained its character. Our eldest
daughter has a class of advanced girls, in which
Madras, Central India, and China,are represented,
and at a recent examination these young people
acquitted themsglves mos creditably.
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ORIENTAL ¥ALL.

The upper storey of wood, on the substantial
stone wulls of Oriental Hull, was so decayed that
it had to be removed. To have roofed in the
lower storey would have given the premises anun-
sightly appearance ; and yet the Mission Council
felt that the ercction of & Hall which could be let
for entertainments did not come within the scope
of their duties.  After much deliberation, and
having estimated the cost at $1200, our San
Fernando congregation decided to form o com-
pany, borrow the money, and to take up the
amount in shares, each 85, guarantecing the pay-
ment annually of a portion of the sum berrowed.
If rents collected should meet the payment there
would be no call on the shareholders.  In Novem-
ber the congregation had a social at which various
articles of needle work were disposed of, the pro-
ceeds netting $85. Wehope in a few years to pay
the whole cost, and then get a revenue for Mission
purposes.

Mrs. Grant felt that the deep and intelligent
interest shown by the women of the congregation
was oie of her very pleasant experiences in the
mission field.  *“ All hid o mind to work.”

In the work generally, the willingness to aid,
calls for our sincerest gratitude. T would gladly
specify, and yet after making out a long list of
names, the omissions would certainly do an injus-
tice to some, and henee T forbear. The Master
whom they serve so willingly knows them all, and
none will fail of his reward.  The finzncicl return
shows that the Hen. W. S, Rehertson and some
athers still continue their donation. We receive
courtesy and encouragement from those in author-
ity on Estates. Of Iadies, Mrs. Lubbock and
Miss Abel deserve special notice.  In the retire-
ment of the Rev. Mr. deCurdy and family our
Mission was deprived of valued fricads, but we
have heen favored with visits by others.  Mn
Carson, of Pictou, was with us at the opening of
the year; a little later the Rev. W Grant and
son Mclville came and tarried for » short time ;
and yob later, Mr. Whittier arrived and has been
constrained to abide at the capital.

Geond will, gratitude to God, joy of heart, and
prospects made bright by the promise of God and
past expericnce, Possess me as I bid farewell to
the Old year and *welcome the New.

WORK IX PRINCETOWN, TRINIDAD, 1897.
REV. W. L. MACKAE'S ELLVINTH ANNUAL REPORT.

Two facts have been pressed upon our attention
during the ycar,

MARCH

1. That thoroughness in missionary work re-
quires time as well as toil.

The gourd that sprung up in a night withered
in a night. Those who emlnace Christianity
without much grounding in the truth, or without
much struggle with conviction, are not usually
the most satisfactory. This indeed, is true of
tribes and nations as well as of individuals. The
most abiding results are not so much associated
with rapid ingathering, as with continuous and
well directed toil.

2. That after ingathering there follows the
equally important ‘and mere laborious work of
upbuilding.  As vegetable growth in the tropics
is rapid, every plant requires constant care and
attention, clse a total failure in fruitage, through
drought, or the ever growing grass and weeds, will
be the inevitable result. Spiritual growth,
thongh mnot correspondingly rapid, is in even
greater danger of Leing blighted by surrounding
influences.  Hencee the necessity of constant care
and attention, in teaching and fostering after
baptism ; else one is left, asin the casc of an un-
pruned grape vine, with but barren sticks.

This two-fold phase of the work, ingathering
and upbuilding, has received the carncst atten-
tion of your missionary and all his helpers.
Through regular Sabbath services, Sabbath
schools, night classes, and house to house vising,
an earnest endeavor was made to bring home the
truth to the hearts of all classes.

M. Soodeen, as in furmer years, has labored
most faithfully in this connection.

The usual catechist clirs was regularly held on
Friday afternoons.  In this class we have gonc
over, very carelully, the whole of the life of
Christ, making e.ch welk's study the subject of
discourse for the folluving Salbath. Intumn
each one prepared and wrote his ad.'ress, which
was read and corrected on the fllowing weck.
In this way, we succeeded in having the subject
matter fresh and varied.

During the latter part of the year, welost two of
our catechists.  George Carsen, (B.iktawar), onc
of our most faithful and trusted helpers, returned
to Indin, and this week o kind message has been
received from him, mailed at Cape Town, where
his ship had called on her way.

With him there are six other Christian people
returning home, who no doubt will tell {o their
friends how great things the Lord has done for
them. This may be called the reflex influence of
our Mission on the millions of India.

Henry Jarawan was onc of the carliest converts
connected with this Mission and labored as a
catechist under Rev. Mr. Christicc. He died
carly in December,
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We have also lost by death an old and valued
friend, in the person of JMr. Darling, who mani-
fested a very deep interest in the work of this
Mission from its inception. We miss his kindly
and  gentlemanly  presence going out and in
among us, and we shall miss his liberal gifts.
Our Mission buildings bear many marks of his
chaste good taste ; while we owe to his liberality
the Lue plot of land un which the manse stands.

Continuous rain and  conseqquent bad roads,
during 2 long wet season, rendered our long
rides in the country, visiting schools, ete., labor-
ious and taxing, and hence we hmve had to
stenggle at times with the enervating influences
of the climate to retain suflicicnt strength for
cach day’s toil.  In the month of October, the
schoul at Tabaquite was transferred from the San
Fernando field to this district, which makes the
number of our schouls fifteen, with an enrolnent
of 1519, and 343 in daily attendance.

Miss Sinclair has completed her third year's
werk with encouraging  results.  Besides her
school, she takes an active part. in Temperance,
Sabbath gchool, and Chrstian Endeavor work,

Our teacher’s class has met regularly onSatur
d ys

Iimeteen Sabbath schools show an aggregate
rolt of 7ot with a daily average of 4ul. Tle
ma,or.ty of these children attend our day schools
and are there taught the International 8. S.
lessons with the daily readings. It is therefore
gratilying, on Sabbath, to have manifested a
fairly clear grasp of these choice sclections of
Scripture.

Three Bible women were employed during the
year. Each one had a particular district for
visiting during the weck, and «ll attended the
regul.r mecting in the church, which was held on
Wednesday afternoon, and attended by from 14
to 2¢ women.

The following are the statisties of this ficld:

Catcchists...... . - 15
Bible women . 3
Baptisms, adults. . 3
¢ children. ... ... 23

« totaleceeeenaes .- 63
Marriages..oaeeieeennneas eteeesresanente vae [T 21
Schools...... 15
Boys on Roll .. 732
Girls ¢ e 314
Total eeeeeeeerananen e 1046
Average daily attendance.. 545
Total envolled for year...... . 1519
CommunicantS.ceeceesecnerecnnens ceeee 119
Sabbath Sehools.ceceaiiiiiaciiinnes cerneeiiiacnn. . 19
On Roll............ cenrere cesaeesnreneeennse 1S4
Daily awverage... U 111
Contributions by proprictors...... ceeeeee. e 897 00
“ native church [HICE R

Average per communicatttee.es coveeee cveine 3 83
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COUV.\ DISTRICY, TRINIDAD, FOR 1897.

BY REV. Ao W, THOMPSON, MISSIONARY.

Assisted by a staff of ten catechists, regular
Sabbath services were maintained in every part
of the field; and special services as oceasion
offered.

The Bible women have carried on their work in
a very satisfactory manncr, and this feature of
our mission has lust none of its interest or pro-
mise.

School work presents nothing new or unusual.
The Training School is gradually giving usa
Letter class of teachers 3 and, as a conseguence, a
higher grade of waork is being done,

In Mareh, Miss Fisher returned from her well-
deserved furlough and resumed her duties at
Exchange School. The influence of her control
and management soon manifested itself in many
ways.  The whole tone and life of the school im-
proved, and at the annual examination in Novem-
ber, the award was “ very good.”

Sabbath school received a good share of atten-
tion and made substantial progress.  The attend-
ance has largely increased, and the children have
been more regulaw and attentive. They are
learning to give of their own emrnings for the
support of the Gospel, and have cheered us much
by thair attaimnents in this direction.  Their
thanhs offiing on Children’s Day amounted to
nearly thirty dollars.

Our aim has been to make them, beforeall else,
sincere, carnest, intellizent Christians, but at the
same time, usceful church members—not numeri-
cal units,

QOur obligations to Miss Arbuckle have not
lessened. We claim hier as one of our own, She
has 2 class of bright. bouys and girls who are very
much attached to her. In this and many other
ways she has given proof of her deep interest in
her work.

We have had our fair share of *“ hard times.”
Laly in the year retrenchment. beeame necessary.
Old friends who for many years have stood by us
were compelled throngh stress of circumstances,
to withdraw their aid in part.  This caused o
deficit of one hundred pounds sterling.

Then, too, work for which the estimate made
no prov’sm, had to beundertaken and new prob-
lems of necessary extension forced themselves
upon us.

As afivet step in the way of retrenchment we
closed all unassisted schools, except one.  For
this ane we seeured government aid from the fivst
of May, and this relievel (Lo Mission to the
extent of three-fourths of its upkeep. -
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Our next step was to rearrange some of the
school districts.

A new and more central site on Milton Estate,
accessible to a Ifrger distriet, was chosen ; and
the old building, no longer serviceable, was sold
¢ for what it would bring.” We had no funds
for a new one.

Meantime Indian Trail school had been closed,

and as the district was a small one, and not
likely to grow, we decided to move the building
to the new site on Milton Estate.

On taking it down it was found that wood ants
had got into the sills, posts, and some of the
boards, and bhad made such headway that ina
very little time, if left undisturbed, the whole
building would have collapsed. This meant ex-
tensive repairs, and a larger school meant at
Jarger huilding. Both of these problems were
faced.

At Chandernagar, our sccond buildings were
no longer of any use, for all the people of the
village had left the place. So we removed them
to Colonial Village, and endeavored to make
the new situation serve the wants of Colonial
Village, Chaseville, and that portion of Chander-
nagar settlement still occupied by Eust Indians.

These undertakings involved an outlay of
$600.00 For this, tl\e estimate provided nothing.
We had to look to retrenchment for this mmount.
Those who have had such experiences know what
it means.

A gift of £100 stg. from Mr. Richard Cadbury
to Dr. Morton was allotted to Couvn, and in this
way the loss through proprietors was met.

The close of the year has brought up other
problems of extension of work. They must be
faced, and the sooner the better.

Greater regularity in attendance at the Sab-
bath services and weekly prayer-meetings, larger
contributions, a kindlier interest in one another,
testify that our work has not been in vain. It is
God that giveth the increase. To him be the

praise!
The following table gives the statistics for the
year:
Canadian Missionaries....... reeemernetosraennas 1
Catechists ...... cvevannes . 10
Bible wvomen....ea..s 4
Baptism : adults...cocieeniiennaes 31
« children ..... 33
€ total .cceeeees G4
Marriages....... veereesannnnn . 3
Canadian Lady Teachcrs ......... 1
%choo]s g o 9
oys on Roll avera e qua Ity eeenereransonans . 528
Gn‘&ls e« s 1 d e 215
Total ¢« ¢ « ©. 743
Average daily attendance....... 397
Total enrolled for the yeur e ereasnroraseny 963

MARCH
COMMUNICANES tevecraoararscsns sovrssasnrsncssons 90
Sabbath schools..... 15
Number on Roll . .. 796

Daily average....... .
Contributed’ by pxopl ietors
Donations...cc..ceeet ... 486.40
Contributed by n:m\o (.hm(.h . ... B12.85
Average per communicant.....eceeeerianes . 681

418
++-8335.00

SAN FERNANDO DISTRICT IN 1897.

REPORT OF LIV. 8. A, FRASER, JMISSIONARY.

T wish it were possible to give to the Church at
home, in the few short paragraphs we are ex-
pected to write in an annual report, a correct ides
of the work done, and results accomplished dur-
ing the year ; but we must be conteat to report
that steady progress has been made in all bran-
ches of Christiun work, and to point out a few par-
ticulars.

A new school which we opened list yearin
Tabaquite, and Rusilluc school, were taken on tlie
list of Government assisted schools from the first
of January ; that is, they were brought under
Government rules and regulations as to school
records, returns, examinations, ete., none of
which interfere with our giving religious instruc-
tion at an hour set down on the time table ; and
the Government pays three-fourths of the salavies
of the teaching staff and of the xent for our
buildings.

Tabaquite School and district being four miles
nearer Princestown than San Fernando, was trans-
ferred by the Mission Council to Princestownficld,
the first of October, and the district of Mayo to
San Fernando.

We crected nnew school house at Union Village
and sccured Government aid from the first of
August.

For the past few years the school-house in San
Fernando was altogether inadequate for the num-
ber of children attending.  This year we bought,
at a reasonable figure, and repaired, the large and
commodious stone and concrete building adjoin-
ing our Mission premiscs known as Oriental Hall.
This building is sufiicienily large to accommodate
over 300 children.

Since meving into the new building the last of
August, the attendance has steadily increased.

We removed the old school-building to a village
about three and & half miles distant from San
Fernando, which has suddenly sprung up on one
of the old abandoned estates, called Esperance,
from which the village takes itsname.  There are
abous 600 souls in this village only onc of whom
js a Christian. Our school here is doing good
work with an average attendance of about forty.
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We hope toget it on the list of Government
assisted schools during the year.

Our schools have all done good work, many of
them obtaining the highest mark of efliciency in
the Government examination, and notwithstand-
ing the prevalence of sickness umong the children,
the daily average attendance has increased nearly
one hundred, and the total number enrolled, three
hundred and forty-two, over last year.

By means of the Training School, our schoals
are gradually being supplied with teachers from
among our own Christian young men who are duly
qualified for their important work. The religious
instruction given in our day schools and Sabbath
schools is bearing fruit among the young, and I
feel confident will bear fruit yet more abundantly
in the near future.

This year I baptized a number of bright school
boys in the third and fourth Standards, and scores
of others are eagerly scecking to know the Chris-
tian religion, many of them in the face of punish-
ment and persecution.

One bright boy was severely beaten for men-
tioning the name of Jesus in the presence of his
father, and was forcibly made to bow down daily
and worship idols which hie knew to be only dumb
sticks and stones.

Night schools have been carr.ed on as usual in
jungles and on Estates, by catechists, teachers
and others, and the demand for literature is on
the increase even among the Hindoos, although
many are afraid to learn to read lest they shonld
become Christians.

While exhorting some people in the hospital to
learn to read that they might be able to weigh
the different religious books for themselves and
see which were true, ahigh caste man, just com-
ing in, cried out to the others ‘‘ Look out, if yon
learn to read your eyes will be opened, and you
will become Christians.” We used his statement
to good advantage.

Sewing is taught in several of our schools, but
even with what clothing we received from the
good ladies at home this year the demand exceeded
the supply. Dr. Grant will report on the work of
the central church and the Sabbath schools.

There has been very little change in our staff’
of regular catechists during the past year.  Six of
those returned as catechists give only a portion
of their time to the work, for which they receive
asmall allowance. It is the duty of our cutechists
to visit, teach, and look after all the Christians in
their district, and in many places to assist the
teacher gathering the children into school, to give
religious instruction in the schooals, to teach night
schools, to visit hospitals, to preach and sing the
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Gospel from door to door on the Estates, and to
preach on Sabbaths in the various stations assign-
ed to them.

On Saturduys they come to Sun Fernando to
receive Bible teaching, which is generally given
by Rev. Lal. Behari; to get instruction for the
next week's work ; to report the number of meet-
ings they held during the past week ; the number
of people present, those interested, secret enquir-
ers, open enquirers, and applicants for baptisin,
ete.,all of which information is carefully recorded,
and is useful to the missionary for reference when
he visits that district. Our catechists generally
have been faithful, and some of them have done
good work.

The work of the missionary is too varied to de-
seribe in a few paragraphs of an annual report.
He is kept busy, managing eighteen schools,—all
of which have to be frequently visited, paying o
stafl of sixty teachers and catechists every month,
government correspondence regarding the assisted
schools, making building contracts, superintend-
ing and paying carpenters and carters, looking
after building material, bookkeeping enough for 2
merchant, reports, returns and estimates, giving
medicine to the sick, writing certificates, wills,
agreements, and settling quarrels and disputes,
ete.

It is 2 matter of regret that we must do so
much secular work, yet all scems to be necessary
in carrying on our work of teaching and evan-
gelizing.

On Sabbaths Ileave for the country at seven in
the morning and returnat six orseven in the even-
ing, accompanied generally by the faithful Rev.
Lal. Behari.  Occasionally I exchange with Rev.
Dr. Grant who takes the Hindi service, Sabbath
School and Bible Class, and the English service
in the central church.

We frequently = end the whole day evangeliz-
ing on the estates and in the jungles, leaving the
catechists to preach in the churches and school-
houses where the hearers are principally Chris-
tians. We sometimes have as many as nine and
ten meetings in the open air, with an attendance
varrying from twenty to one hundred heathens.
These meetings last from half an hour to an hour,
according to the reception we get.

At the close of our mectings we encourage them
to ask questions and tell us what their hope of
salvation is based upon.

Sometimes we have very interesting and profit-
able discussions.  Generally speaking the people
are very attentive, and invite us to come again
soon. At the close of the day we return home,
wearied, but thankiul for the privilegs of preach-
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ing the Gospel to the heathen and trusting thatto
some it may bring salvation.

The good sced has been sown in many ways, in
many hearts, during the past year, and under the
blessing of God has borne fruit, which may be
partially seen in the appended statistics ; and
there are quite a number, sume of them very
influential Hindoos, who are convinced of the
truth of Christianity, but will not profess their
faith, beeause of the rules of caste, and fear of
persecution and financial loss.  Oh, for the Spirit
of God to quicken.

The following are the statistics for San Fer-
nando District:

Canadian missionarieS.ceeiiveieeenecanene 2
Ordained natives..........oo.oo.. 2
Catechists....... . . 16
Bible women..c.ceeeenen.. .
Baptisms, adults.. 62
¢ children.. 85
o total.......... 147
Marriages....ooveereeennnns 28
Canadian lady teacher... 1
Schools.vuneeananens 18
Boy's on Roll. 982
Girls on roll 466
Totaleeeiriiiiiinireaieieaans 1,448
Average daily attendance...a.ooeneeena, 781
Total enrolled for whole year...... 2,109
Communicants....ceeeceneecnaes 305
Sabbath Schools . 20
Number on roll . 67
Daily avernge..ociveeiensnins ceverriee vevnenne 757
Contributed by proprictors....ceveneee. §365.00

Contributed by native church............. §1740.00
Average per communicant .. ceiessane $5.70

PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE, TRINIDAD,
IN 1897.
DR MORTON'S REPORT.

This year it was considered best to eall up only
one class of students and bring them into resid-
ence every ulternate week. This cnabled us to
group together the students who most urgently
needed training, to bring them forward more
quickly, and to shorten owr terms. There were
thirteen students in the class.

As a text-book I took the Shorter Catechism in
Hindu, timanslated by our missionary, Rev. A W
Wilson, of Neemuch. The students were re-
quired to commit the answers to memory ; and a
seleet number of direct proof texts were given vat
and written by them on the wide margin of their
books. To some this course was & condensation
and review of previous work, of which the cver-
increasing wonder was, that so few words, casily
cormitted to memory, implicd so much. It
seemed altogether appropriate to the 250th anni-
versary of the Catechism o introduce it in Hindi
in our Collegge course, and it was a pleasure to
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receive so excellent a translation from the hands
of & Canadian brother.

Puart of my time wasgiven to the study of texts
as a preparation for sermons.  For this purpose,
only texts on practical and importunt subjects
were chosen, and it was intended that the pre-
paration should be utilized in their work, as well
as form a guide to them in dealing with other
texts. .

We also gave some time to consecutive reading
and study of the Scriptures, with special refer-
ence to the writer, his age, circumstances, and
object in writing.  Thus I occupied Monday and
Tuesday in the College week. Dr. Grant and
Rev. Lal Bihari will report of the work of the
other three days.

In memorizing, some of the students took a
very high place. The conduct of all was good,
and the work of the College harmonious and
satisfactory.

KOREA, A PICTURE.

As our church has now fairly taken up work
for Korea and appointed two missicnaries, the
following picture of life there will be of interest.
It is given by & young railvond man in a letter
to his father, writfen in Aprillast, which we copy
from the Indian Standard.

4Tt hardly scems possible that I am still living
in the Iatter end of this enlightened ninctecnth
century, after having scen the primitive methods
and the crude utensils of this Korean city ~of
Fusan.

We arrived here this morning after an eighteen
hour run: from Nagasaki, with its modern docks,
its myriad steamships, its sky-bluckening foun-
dries and its up to datecivilization.  And now, in
Tess than a day’s distance, we have put the whole
world centuries ahead it seems.

The coast as we approached this morning was
as bare and bleak and forbidding as you can
imagine.  Nothing but rugged bluffs with an
angry surf breaking at the base, and high brown
hills backing them, the latter asbare and dry
grass covered as our own hills near Frisco. Not
atree in sight, in fact not a tree have Iseen in
my walk ashore.

“The harbor is a very small one and aswe
passced through the narrow entrance I looked in
vain for the ‘city’ of Fusa, and on inquiring
fromone of the officers, had a scries of brown
patches extending along the shore pointed out to
me.  Th oI finally made out to be the thatched
roofs of the huts, but with their cone like shape
and projectingr caves they looked more like toad
stools than the habitations of mankind.

And while I stood gazing at them and thinking
of the dirt and squalor they covered, an army of
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ghosts come trooping down to the beach from the
town, some of whom put off from the shore in the
few sampans moored there.

As they drew nearer the ship I discovered the
ghosts to be a very substantial and vociferous
class of spooks. Broad shouldered and athletic,
the Koreans, ai least in the southern part of the
kingdom, are fine-looking.

Now can you imagine the cause of their ghostli-
ness ?  Try and conjure up a picture of several
hundred Chinamen, the largest  Chinamen you
ever saw, all dressed from head to feet in loose
flowing garments of white cotton. And then to
crown the fantastic garb, a hat witha frame
work of wire, covered with a semi-transparent
white cotton.  These hats are fully a foot high,
of a tapering shape, surrounded with a brimabout
ten inches wide. They sit high upon the crown
of the head with a jaunty set on one side, and,
with a pipe of two or three feet in length, com-
plete the Korean costume.

Man, woman, and child, are dressed alike, and
and are continually scratching or with a shrug of
the shoulders giving a twist to their clothes,
thereby dislodging their insect friends, and shift-
ing them to new fields of operation.

Pure white to commence with, they gradually
grow darker from use, for the Korean apparently
never removes his clothing ; never bathes, never
works, and has an annoying and persistent habit
of following one about, in crowds of a hundred or
so, with outstretched hand, black with filth.”

DR. LESLIE'S FIRST HONAN LETTER.

Dear Friends in Erskine Church,

With gratitude to our Father in Heaven do X
send you this first word of greeting from China.
The liues have fallen unto me in pleasant places ;
not that luxwy, or even comforts, abound, but
His presence has been more real and His guid-
ance more manifest, than ever before in my life,
and there is a peculiar blessedness in doing His
will and being assurcd of that presence and
sruidance.

Mr, Griffith’s appointment was a great joy and
satisfuction tome.  He had a very strong desire
to be & missionary to China.  Together we jour-
neyed to Vancouver where we were joined by
Rev. Murdoch Mackenzie, and thus our little
missionary party for Ionan was completed.

The trip across the contineyt made & deep im-
pression on my mind, and I received a faint idea
of the marvellous extent of Canada and its
wonderful resources. This trip also impressed
me with the need of strong Home Mission work
in the far West, and the wisdom of the policy
which our Chureh in Canada pursues, in keeping
in touch with the carly scttlers.
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Our short stay in Vancouveropened my cyes to
the great numbers of Chinese who are coming to
our country in search of the bread which perish-
eth, God grant that we may bhe faithful in
supplying them with the Bread which endureth
unto Everlasting Life.

While here we took part in the church services,
and on leaving received a genuine and hearty
fareweldl from the many warm hearted Christian
friends we had met.

Three weeks on the Pacific gave opportunity
for acquaintance with other missionaries on
board, and having a common  Saviour and a com-
men purpose we  were closely
together.

There were sixteen in all, Methadist, Baptist,
and Presbyterian 5 for China, Japan, and Korea.
in equal proportion.

One of our meetings took the form of an exper:
ience meeting, of the events in our life history
that led us to the Foreign ficld; and our hearts
burned within us as one and another spoke of
how the Lord led them out, of the struggles
fought and won before we were willing to go,
and best of all the great blessing which came into
every life when the hewrt becune submissive to
His will.

One wha had been in the field for years, spoke
with intense feeling of how his dear mother had
never given her consent (o his being o missionary
and had withhekl her blessing to her son even in
this the second parting, and in all probability the
List time she will see ber sen in the flesh,

It would b interesting to mention the promises
from God's word which were cited at our promise
mecting, bt 1 can only say that we bhegan to
realize how  exceeding great and precions the
RBible promises which a missionary can claim as
his personal property.

It was o great pleasure to see the esteem in
which our Mr. Mackenzie was held by all other
missionaries, well may the Presbyierian Church
be thankful for such a representative.

When the steamer stopped at Japanese ports
we lost quite 2 number of our party, who were
bound for Japan and Korea ; but we were joined
by one who has been working for over twenty
years in Southern China, and from him welearned
much. e is conneeted with the English Preshy-
terian Mission, which is one of the oldest and
maost successful 1o this ad, espeeislly in raising
up anative winistey which is coming to be real:
ized as the great hope of evangelizing this vast.
empire.

At Shanghai we met Rev. Dr. Muirhead, who
had labored here for fifty years, and busy yet.

drawn  very
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Tho commerelal Interests of Shanghai are exten-
sive and the Foreign element strong, both in
in numbers and in evil. I heard it stated that it
is the most wicked of the foreign settlements in
the East, and that much of the good done by mis-
sionaries, is being undone by others from Christ-
ian lands.

From Shanghai we took steamer 800 miles
north to Tientsin, which is the nearest coast city
to Honan, and which has from half a million to o
million souls. Our week here was occupied in
making preparations for the inland journcy of
450 miles by river boat, but we found time to sce
something of the mission work here carrvied on.

I was especially intervested in the work of the
London Mission Hospital, one of the best in
China. Large numbers of patients throng the
dispensary daily, many of them greatly needing
relief. Besides these there are some sixty in-
patients, for whom there is a special service every
Friday night.

It was a sight not soon to be forgotten to sce
these sixty men gathered to hear the story of the
prodigal son, and to see it illustrated by wall
pictures, which showed the prodigal leaving
home in a sedan chairin the height of Chinese
style, and in the last picture coming home asa
beggar in rags, to his patient father.

As the doctor stood up to speak he turned to
me and said : ** Just think, every one of these
men has a soul to be saved.”™ It was encouraging
to learn that about two-thirds were Christians or
earnest inquirers after light. Just think of three
or four hundred millions of Chinese in this vast
Empire, each one with a soul to be saved. Will
you not strive together with us, in your prayers
to God for us, that we may be used to turn many
of these to the Lamb of God, who taketh away
the sin of the world.

Our trip up the river in the house boat was an
entirely new and very interesting experience, but
travelling at the rate of twenty-five miles a day
becomes very wearisome. Two or threc weeks
passslowly by. Fortunately we can vary the
days by walking whenever we are disposed to do
so ; as the boats will stop anywhere, and at any
time we wish.

When the wind is fair we sail.  When adverse,
the crew go ashore and pull the boat with ropes,
like mules with a canal boat at home.

One of the first impressions was the immense
population. The river is lined with townsand
villages, many of them small, but many with
thousands and tens of thousands; and almost
without exception, these centres of population
are without a witness for Jesus Christ.

MarcH

Another thing that impressed was the apparent
fertility of the soil, and the crude but thorough
modes of cultivation,

It has been amusing tonotice the curiosity of the
people. Most of them have neverseen a foreigner,
and we excite quite as much curiosity as the first
Chinaman did among the boys at home. Some
of the boys here amuse themselves by calling us
““ foreign devils” and other contemptuous terms.

Frequently we stop and Mr. Mackenzie talks
to them, and the groups that thus gather out of
curiosity often become a congregation to whom
the Word of Life is preached for the first time.
The surprising thing to meis the readiness with
which they listen. But the whole idea of the
Gospel is s0 new to them that they do not grasp
the thought of salvation through Christ. The
current thought is that which an old man ex-
pressed one day when we were in a heathen
temple, as, pointing to their gods, he said, ¢ Oh
that is your religion but this is ours.”

One Sabbath on otr river journey we spent at
a mission of the American Board.  An interesting
incident was there mentioned to us, of a man,
who came some thirty miles to spend Sabbath at
the Mission. He was not a Christian, and had
only heard the Gospel often envugh to stiv up
some interest in it. This interest caused perse-
cution on the part of his family. They disowned
him and he thereby lost his share of the family
estate and his means of livelihood, and he had to
hire out as a laborer.

Becoming  dissatisfied because he could not
observe Sabbath and learn more of the doctrine,
he came to the mission station, and there a native
convert opened to him his heart and home, until
he could get work.

Understanding now a little more fully what it
means to many in China to accept Christ, it
appeals to me as nothing short of a miracle to sce
a Chinaman take his stand for Christ ; and a very
cheering sign is that some of the sons of the very
best families have given up home, friends, posi-
tion, and money, with their future prospects for
this life, rather than reject or deny Christ. When
we think how easy it is to be a Christian at home
such examples as these should lead the halting
ones to willingly surrender themselves to the
claims of the Saviour.

The general impression of many missionaries in
China is thatimportant events are now impending
in her history; and alzo that a spiritual bles
sing of marked power is soon to be realized
throughout China, ‘and that the patient hard
foundation work of so many ycars is about to bear
abundant fruit. It is very cncouraging to see
this prevailing sentiment, and to strengthen it, is
quoted the fact, that during the year 1896 more
additions have been made to the Church than in
any preceding year, For all this we thank God
and take courage.
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Church Motes and TMotices.

Ttems for which publieation is desired under any of the
fellowing heudings, should be sent ntas early date as
possible.

CALLS,

From Streetsville, Tor. Pres., to Mr. G. C.
Pidgeon, of Montreal West.,  Aceepted.

From Taylor Church, Montreal, to Mr. G. I
Smith, of Thamesford. Ont.

From Glebe Church, Ottawa, to Mr. G. H. W,
Milne, of Mansewood, Ont.

From Dominion City, to Mr. (i. W. Faryon.

INDUCTIONS

Mr. W..J. Hewitt, into, Severn Bridge, Ard-
trea, and (iray Church, 18th Jan.

Mr. Jas. A, Dow, ordained and inducted, at
Gravenhurst, 25th Jan.

Mr. . W, Gilmour, ordained and inducted, at
Sawyerville, Que., 11th Jan.

Mr. J. A. S. Calder, into, Alexander, Rossland,
and Kemnay.

Mr. A. L. Thompson, into, Stonewnall, Man.

M. W. T. Morrison, at Norwood, Montreal
Pres. Sth Feb.

Mr. A. Logan, into Chelsca and Cantley,
Ottawa Pres., 15th Feb.

M, W, (i Back, into, Portage du Fort, Starks,
and Shawville, 17th Feb.

Mr. J. C. Wilson, into, Stoufville, Ont. 15 Feb.

Mr. W. J. Herbison, into, Minnedosa,

Mr. . W. Hodges, into, Oshawa, Whitby
Pres., Sth Feb.

RESIGNATIONS.

Mr. A. J. Mann, of Smithville, Ont.
Mr. A- R. Linton, of Malton and Dixie.
Mr. D. McKenzie, of Ovangeville.

Mr. A. . McQueen, of Hampden, Que.

OBITUARY.

Rev. George M. Clark, was born in Aberdeen-
shire, Scotland.  When about 16 years of age he
cume to Nova Scotia. Looking forward to the
ministry from early years, he entered Picton
Academy, at 21, and completing his theological
course at the West River Seminary, he was
ordained and inducted at Shelburne, N. S., 10
Sept., 1853.  For fifteen years he labored there,
and then accepted a call to East Boston Presby-
terian church, where he labored for five years.
He then had pastorates in Michigan, and in
Kemnptville, Ont. From the latter place he was
called to New Edinboro, Ottawa, where he
wrought, until, owing to impaired health and the
weight of sixty-nine years, he resigned his charge
some four years ago and retired from the active
duties of the ministry. Since that time he has
made hishome in Halifax. On Sabbath, 16th Feb.
he preached in one of the churches there. On
Monday, 24th, he retired in his usual health, and
fell asleep to wake no more in time. ¢ Trans-
lated that he should not see death.”
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PRESBYTERY MEETINGS.

Synod of the Maritime Provinees.

—

. Sydney.

. Inverness.

P.E.I., Charloitetown, 1 Tu. Mar.

Pictou, New Glasgow. 1 Tu. Mar, 1.30 p.mn.
. Wallace, Pugwash, 8 Mar., 10.30 a,m,
Truro, Truro, 3 Wed. Mar. 11 a.n.

. Halifax, Hx. 29 Mar., 10 a.m.

. Lun. Yarmouth, B'dgwtr, 1 Mar., 10.30.

St. John, St. John, I Tu. April.

Miramichi, Camp., 29th March, 10 a.m.

wKr

O ENIS ik

—

Synod of Montreal and Ollawa.

. Quebee, Que., 8 Mar., 4 p.m.

Montreal, Montreal, 8 Mar., 10 a.m.

. Glengarry,

14. Ottawa, Otta., Bank St., 15 Mar., 10 a.m.
15. Lanark, cte., Pakenham, 4 Mon. Feb.

16. Brockville, Lyn, 27 Feb., 7.30 p. m.

——
W —

Synod of Toronto and Kingston.

17. Kingston, Kingston, Cooke’s, 15 Mar., 2p. m.
18. Peterboro, Pt. Hope, 1 Mar., 2 p. m.

19. Whitby, Whitby, St. And., 15 Mar., 10 a. m.
2. Lindsay, Woodville, 15 Mar., 11 a. m.

2]. Toronto, Tor., Knox, 1 Tu. ev. mo.

22, Orangeville, Orngvl., 8 Mar., 10.30 a. m.

23. Barrie, Allandale, 15 Mar., 10.30 . m.

24, Algoma, Sudbury, 16 Mar., 7 p. m.

25. Owen Sound, 0. 3d., Div. St., 13 Mar., 10a.m
26. Saugeen, Palmerst’n, 8 Mar., 10 a. m.

27. Guelph, Galt, Central, 15 Mar., 2 p. m.

Synod of Iamilton and London.

28. Ham., Ham., Knox, 14 Mar., 2 pan,, also 15th.
29. Paris, Brantford, 8 Mar., 10.30 a. m.

30. London, Lon., 8 Mar., 10.30 a. m.

31. Chatham, Windsor, 8 Mar., 10 a. m.

32. Stratford, Stratford, 8 Mar., 10.30 2. m.

53. Huron, Clinton, Mar. 8, 10.30 a. m.

34. Maitland, Brussels, 1 Mar, 10 a. m.

35. Bruce, Paisley, S Mar., 10.30 a. m.

36. Sarnia, Sarnia, 8 Mar., 11 a. m.

Synod of Manitoba and the Norih-Test..

37. Superior, Port Arthur, 1 March.

38. Win., Man. Col., 2 Tu. Mar. bi-mo.
39. Rock Lake, Morden, 1 Mar., 2.30 p. m.
40. Glenboro, Carmen, 1 March, 7.30 p. m.
41. Portage, Portage, 2 March, 7.30 p. m.
42. Brandon, Brandon, 1 March, 10 a. m.
43. Minnedosa, Birtle, 2 March, 8 p. m.
44. Melita, Melita, 1 March.

45. Regina, Whitewood, 2 Mar., 9 2. m.

Synod of British Colwumbia.

46. Calgary, MacLeod, last Wed. Feb.

47. Edmonton, Edmon., 8 Mar., 16 a.m.
48. Kamloops, Revelstoke, 2 Mar., 10 a.m.
49. Westminister, Vancouver, 1 Mar.

50. Victoria, Wellington, 1 Mar., 10 a.m,
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Doung People’s Societies.
THE ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE'S ¢ PLAN
OF STUDY.”

Coxpuctep uy Rev. R. D. Frassr, CONVENER.

The Monthly Topics of the Plan of Study for
1898 bears tho general title, “ Some Books, Fields,
and Men,™ and are so arranged as to be adapted
to the varions sorts of Young People’s Societies.
They are set down for the second weekly meeting
of each month, and the Topic is treated in the
Reeurd of the month preeceding, in order that
Societies may have the materials for the meeting
on hand well in advance.

Attention is drawn to the fact that a specially
prepared Topic Card for Preshyterian Y. P, C.
3. 8. is published by the ** Record ™ at Go cents
per 100, Less than fifty, one cent ench. Ttis
issued hy areangement with the Assembly’s Com-
mitteo and embraces the * Uniform ™ Topies,
the Monthly Topies of the Plan of Stady, wnd the

Questions on the Shorter Catechism for cach’

meeting thronghout the year.

A Booklet containing the same matter, and, in
addition, Daily Readings for the whole year, is al-
so0 ready, ab $1.00 per 100, Less than fifty, ono
and a half cents ench. Orders forthe Topic Cards
or Booklets should be sent to Rev. E. Scott,
Y.)M.C. A. Building, Montreal.

Topic for the Week beginning April x7th.
McEAY OF FORMOSA,—M. xo:—16-28.
LITERATURE.

From Far Formosa, by Rev. Dr. G. L. McKay,
edited hy Rev. J. AL Macdonald, §1.00; Swmith’s
¢ Chinese Characteristies,” $1.00. The Reports
of the Forcign Mission Committee, back to 1871
when D MeRay was appointed to the Foreign
Field, mey b eomsulterd. Each year's report has
its own features of interesi in regard to the work
in Formosa.  The Record and the church papers
have constantly fresh items. A map of Formosa
has been published by the Foreign Mission Com-
mittee.

Points For The Programme.

As Dr. Geddie was the pioneer of the Eastern
Section of the church,—he was the first foreign
missionary from any British  Colony,—so Dr.
McEKay is the pioncer of the Western Section.
Hehas harl as colleagues, Rev. J. B. Fraser, M.D,,
from 187--1.77, Rev. Ko F. Junor from 1878 to
1882 ; Rev. John Jamiesoh irom 1883-1591 ; Rev.
W. ¢iauld, appointed in 1592 and still in the ficld,
All these have rendered able service.  Rev. Tan
He and Rev. Giam Cheng Ioa are native ordained
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preachers and there are 60 unordained native
preachers,

Tho English Presbyterian Church occupies the
southern part of Formosa.

"The Scripture Warrant for Foreign Missions

Examples of Foreign Missonary work from the
Acts ;

An account of thelsland of Formosa, geogiaphi-
cal and historical ; .

The order of the paragraphs in Mr. McDonald’s
article following, will make an excellent outline
for the meeting.

Dr. G.L. MacKay’s Report

7O LAST GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 1897.

The past year has been one of trouble, anxiety,
and sorrow for Christians in North Formosa.

1. The rebels not only harassed the Japanese,
but as heartless robbers captured defenceless
Formosans, who had to be ransomed by friends, or
he tortured to death. In Kap-fsu-lan preachers
and people passed many nights under trees and
hushes to escape the pillaging banditti.

2. Buddhist priests from Japan have been zeal-
ously laboring to increase their number of
devotees.  Of course Christianity has been agtack-
ed and vilified by the enemies of the Cross.

3. Locusts for the first time appeared, and in
numbers so vast that the the boldest peasants were
filled with alarm.

4. Bubonic plague also, which was hitherto
unknown, claimed numerous victims in the
crowded streets of North Formosa towns.

5. Drought added to the misery, and at one
mission station farmers left their homes to labor
for rice because they had not harvest to reap.

6. The stations where mission work was not
interrupted were few indeed.

7. Several young men on probation were led by
family troubles to go into business; but theyhave
not forsaken the worship of the Lord our God.

8. It is said that nearly all the Japanese women
who parade the streets of towns and cities are
prostitutes. If that be so, I have only to exclaim,
alas ! alas !'! alas ! !!

9. Three older and two younger preachers have
gone on high, whilst two more are consumptive
and will soon enter where *‘there shall be uo
more death.”  These seven were faithful servants,
and contracted disease through labor and ex.
posure in the Lord’s service.

The above will show somewhat the dark side,
whilst the following will make the bright side of
the inission more apparent:—

1. Since the mnew Governor-Gencral, Barou
Nogi, entered on his dulies there has been a
milder reign.  There ean be no doubt he desires
to govern faithfully, honestly, and justly.

The Mission has already shared in the good
fruits. Japancse soldiers have not only vacated
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our chapels, but have become more civil in their
deportsent towards our workers.

2, Rev. Omnu, tent by the Church of Christ in
Japan, spoke in many chapels, and labored to re-
move obstacles. Mr. Kawai, a Japanese evan-
gelist, rendered profitable service among his own
countrymen.

3. Since our return from Canada eighty-two
idols, and fifty-eight ancestral tablets, have been
presented to my museum by Formosans who have
embraced the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  One idol,
which wis worshipped for fifty years in Tek-chhant,
is simply a plain stone, five inches high.

4. Promising young men, one of whom was an
idol maker, have come forward to {ill the broken
ranks of preachers who have fallen in battle.

3. In Tek-chham, Sin-tiam, and elsewhere, the
work is vigorons, healthy and progressive.

6. On January 10th, in  Buangy-kak Church,
384 Chinese and twenty-six Japanese meg for wor-
ship.  Although it was not a mecting for neigh-
boring stations, I baptized five Japanese and
thirty-six Chinese. Then 106 commemorated the
dying Live of ourAdorableRedeemer.  Mr. Kawui
spoke in Japanese to his nationals. It was an
encouraging, interesting and inspiving meeting.

7. From April till the end of June, Rev. Wm.
(ald, Koz Kau, Inp San and Rev. Giam Cheng
Moa tuok part in teaching at Oxford College.
Others taught Bible women, girls, and children, in
the Girls' School, and every evening  these joinud
preachers and students in college hall, and en-
gaged in the various excrcises.

8. Quite a number of converts came from the
Sin-tiam hills to to eseape the bandits and occu-
pied the back part of the college. Others were
frequent visitors; besides, a number of men on
probation came to remain until the rebels should
hecome less hostile.  So as not lose precious time,
Ko Kau and Iap San assisted me in teaching in
an dvregular way from Oetober ill the end of
Tebruary,  The eollege was not formally opened,
still old and younz made excellent progress.

9. Henry A. C. Bonar, IT. B. M. Consul, gave
%20 to assist the refugees in college, and W.
Beauclerk, from the British Legation, Peking,
pr(-scntcd some red cloth to the most needy girls.

10, $inee our return from Canada, until the

beginning of this )(,.n, I had to bear the whole
1esponsibility of MacKay Houspital, becanse the
Inglish doctor through illness became incapaci-
tated for work. Idid not take charge of the
Lecord book, however, till July 1st, and can only
state the number of patients from that date till
the close of 1896.

There were 584 new and 3,217 old patients dur-
ing that time. Considering the state of the island
and the absence of Chinese soldiers, who were
wont to swell the numbers, these figures will com-
pae favorably with those of any year in the
Hospital histor 'y.

11. Rev. Wm. Gauld has been faithiully visit-
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ing all the stations in the neighborhood. Rev.
Tan He at Sin-tiam continues as in past years.
Rev. Giam Chhen g IToa has given attention to the
chapels around  Bung-kah. Iap San preaches at
Tamsui, and Koa K 'uis a sort of servant for the
entire mission, as converts, preachers and students
come and go without @ break, and be is all howrs
of the day interrupted to attend to vheir various
wants.  Sceing the Japanese flag—a rising sun—
floating on every hand, I often think of the time
when the Sun of Righteousness shall arise and
make this island, so full of notuwrl heauty—a place
where the Church of Gud shall shine with all the
glory of our glorious : td glorified Christ.

““ Rejoice greatl:, O daughter of Zion,

Behold, thy King cometh unto thee.”

MACKAY OF FORMOSA.
BY REV. J. A, MACDONALD.

Dr. MacKay, was born in the township of
Zorra, Oxford County, Ontario, on March 21st,
1844, His parents w cre emigrants from the High-
lands of Scotland.  They were pioneer farmers ;
and for themselves and thetrehildren, life on anew
farm was a hard strugeie. Two things those
pioneers desived and made sacrifices for: religion
and education. In “the old log chureh,” in the
school and in the home, the young people of thuse
days were under such influences as were calcu-
Iated to produce strong, intelligent, religious
character.

TIHE BOY'S THOUGHT.

While still a boy Dr. MacKay began to think
about being a missionary.  One of the carliest
influences in his life was the visit to Waoodstock
and Zorra of that celebrated missionary to China,
the heroiec William C. Burns.  To be o missionary
became the passion of his life alimust as soon ashe
accepted Christ as s Lord and King.

EARLY TRAINING,

Dr. MacKay taught school for some time while
preparing for college.  He studied in Toronto and
in Princetown, N.J., graduating in theology in
1870. He spent the winter of 1570-71 in .Scot].md,
where he came under the influence of the great
missionary to India, Dr. Alexander Duft.  His
college training ouly deenene.l his religious zeal
and made his desive to le a missionary more
intense.

COMMISSTONED,

Before going to Seotland in 1870 Dr. MacKay
made application to the TForeign Mission Com-
mittee to be sent abroad as o missionary to the
heathen. At thattime Preshyvtorianism in Canada
was divided, and all its resources were employed
on work at home. But in 1871 the Foreign Mis-
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sion Committee recommended the General
Assembly, which met in Quebee, ¢ to favor work
among the heathen,” and the Assembly decided
that * the offer of Mr. George L. MacKay’s ser-
vices as a missionary to the heathen be cordially
welcomed, and that he be, and that he is hereby,
called by this Assembly to go forth as a mission-
ary of the Canada Presbyterian Church to the
foreign fickl.”  And so it came that he was desig-
nated and sent out to China, leaving his home on
October 19, 1871, the first forcign missionary of
the Canada Presbyterian Church, now the western
section of the Presbyterian Church in Canada.

ARRIVAL,

Very interesting is the story Dr. MacKay tells
of his voyage across the Pacific, his experiences
at different points in China, the circumstances
which led him to the Island of TFormosa off the
Chinese coast, and his stay with the English Pres-
byterian missionaries in the south of the island.
It was in March, 1872, he landed at Taunsui, a sea-
portin North Formosa, and he says that when,
on the day of his arrival, he stood on the deck of
the steamer, looking to the north, to the south,
and far inland to the dark green hills, ¢ there
came to me a calm, sweet, prophetic, assurance
that here would be my home, and Something said
to me, This is the land 2

FIRST EXPERIENCES.

North Formosa in 1872 was in the darkness of
unbroken heathenism. No missionary had ever
visited it. No Christian told of the way of salva-
tion in any of its crowded citics. The Chinese
were ignorant idolaters and the aborigines were
cruel pagans.  Dr. MacKay was convinced that
he was sent of God to preach thegospel and estab-
lish the Church of Christ in that land : “ To get
the Gospel of the grace of God into the minds and
hearts of the heathen, anl when converted to
build them up in their faith—that was my pur-
pose in going to Formosa.”

LEARNING THE LANGUAGE.

The Chinese language is, with all the helps now
available, extremely difficult tolearn. How much
more diflicult it must have been for him to learn
it without a teacher or any books of much use to
abeginner ! But he set himself to the task, and
shunning every one who could speak English, he
talked to his Chinese servant, and especially
with a number of herdboys with whom he made
friends out on the downs. It was slow and vexa-
tious, bu' afte. five months constant work he was
able to speak enough Chinese to preach to the
people,

MARCH

FIRST CONVERT.

Dr. MacKay had been praying that his first
convert might bo & young man. His prayer was
answered. A young man came to his room one
day and entered into earnest conversation about
religious things, The story of his conversion is
very interesting.  He said to Dr. MacKay, after
a long argument, “I am convinced that the
doctrines you teach are true. . . . . T am deter-
mined to be a Christinn even though I suffer
death forit.” That was in May, 1872,

That young man became a Christian, a student,
a preacher, an ordained minister, and isnow, after
twenty-six years, the chief among all the native
preachers, and the man, next to the missionary
himself, most honored and blessed in the great
mission work in North Formosa. His name is
Giam Chheng Hoa, better known as A Hoa.
Through all these years he has been Dr. MacKay’s
staunch and unflinching friend and helpful ally.

-~
A SINKING SHIP.

One of the greatest modern apostles of Hindu-
ism recently uttered the following words before a
congregation of his countrymen :—

*The Indian nation has been for centuries
carried from the shores of time to the shores of
eternity by the great national ferry of the Hindu
system and the Hindu faith.  That ship has plied
for centuries, taking over generation after
generation of human beings to the pleasant land
of futwre life. But now the ship is old, sheis
viddled with holes and in danger of sinking. We
are on hoard,  As patriots and as men, what is
our duty ?  We must fit up our old vessel. With
our heart's blood we must do this work, we must
put our brains, our very beings, into it ; but shall
we succeed ? I come fo yom, my children, to
help in this task.....Isit down here beside you.
We are sinking, but we will sink together.”

Once who heard these utterances well said :
‘It seems like listening to the cry of a perishing
faith, like watching the struggles of a failing
cause.” And how true! Hinduism with its
antiquity, its deep philosophies, and its learning,
is a sinking ship, and sois every other faith that
has not for its foundation, the only Name given
under heaven or among men whereby we can bo
saved.... What neced for earnest prayer and
unceasing labour that India’s millions who are
going down with this sinking ship of false faith,
may be rescued from death and brought to know
the true power of God unto salvation.—Indian
Watchman.
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DATE OF CLOSING THE ACCOUNTS OF THE CHURCH.
The special attention of Congregational Treasurers is called to the fact that the
Accounts for the year close on the 3ist March. All contributions intended to go into
this year’s Accounts must be in the hands of the Agents of the Church at that date.
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FORMN OF BEQUEST.

%] leave and bequeath the sum of,—{the amount being written
figures]—to the «ewevennnieneee .Fund of the Presbyterian Church in

in words, not in
Canada,—(Here

state whether Eastern or Western section)—and I declare that the receipt of the

Treasurer for the time being, of the said.....ccccccvveeneens ..Fund, shal
sufficient discharge to my Estate and Executors.”

1he a good and



