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DECEMBER 9th, 1894,

4th QUARTER.

_Chx:i.s?TeaChing by Parables. Luke 8: 4~15.

. ((Commit to memory verses rr~I5.)

) Gorbex Texr, i
«The seed is the Word of God:® Luke!
8: 110 ) . l
Prove THAT -
God’s Word is precious. Ps. 119: 72.
) SHORTER CATECHISM. ‘

t

* Quest, 105, Hkat dp we pray for in the
© " JSifth petition?  In the fifth petidion (which is, |
- and forgive us our debts as-we forgive our debe- -

. -grs), we pray that God, for Christ’s sake, would
freely-pardon-all our sins ; which we are the &

_rather encouraged to ask, becaussby His grace |

we are enabled ftum the heart to forgive others.

LessoN HyMns.

- CuiprEN’s HymNaL, Nos 513, 114, 250,
2.

.DaiLy PORTIONS.
(The Selections of the I B. R. A.)

Monpay  Christ Teaching by Parables, - -
‘ Luke 81 4-15.
Tuespay—Qccasion for Parables,
) Matt, 13: 10-17. )
‘WepNESpAY—The Seed. T
Ps. 19: 7-14,
THURsDAY—Wayside Hearers.
Acts 14 : 8-20.
FRIDAY—On Roucky Ground. -
John 6: 59-66. - -
SATURDAY—Among Thorns. -
Mark 10: 17-27:
SaBBATH—Good ‘Ground.

_ Acts 8::26-39.

R WHAT IS A PARABLE ?

(From Handbook on St Luke's Qospel, by Prof. Lindsay, 1. D.)

" - The word:means—(¥) in classival-Greek (a) a placing together, (b) a comparison, and
(c) the simplest argument from: analogy ; (2) in Hellenistic Greek, what the Jews call
* _ maszka/, or similitude. Hence the word parable is used
‘L. Inthe Old Testam: nt for (a) a-very short-proverb, 1 Sam 10: 12; (b) a-dark, prophetic
- utterance, Num: 23: 7-10; (¢) an epigrammatic maxim; Ps 78: 2; (d) a metapbor-expanded
into & -narrative, Ezek. 20: 49, ¢ N

- II. Tuthe Néw Tesram nt for {a).a-short, pithy sayinig, Linke 4: 23; Mark 7: 17; (b) the -

fig. ative character of the Levitical ordinances, Heb. 9: 8, 9; (c) & mere comparison
without narrative, Mark 13:23; (d).an earthly story with a heavenly meaning, as the par-

" ables-of our Lord. . o
‘The parables.of our Lord differ from fzdlrs by their higher spiritual aim, and the natural

pandéd form; from allegores in beir}g complete and yet not-always self-interpreting.

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. -
IsTaopuorory. The parable.of the sower contained in our lesson is the first recorded
as'spoken by Jesus. It belongs to.a group of eight (Matt. 13: 1-52; Mark 4: 1-34; Luke
8: 4-25), and was spoken-on the afternoon of the duy on which he was accused of being
in league with Satan (Lesson 8). Great multitudes pressed aronnd him, and, sitting ir. a
- boat, he spoke to the crowds oa the sloping hillside on-shore. The season was auntumn,

sages, Matt. 13: 1-23; Matk 4: 1-20.

LsgsoN Pran. I. The Wayside, vs. 4, 9, 10, 5, 11, 12. II The Rocky Ground.
v8..6,13. III. The Thorny Ground. vs. 7,14, IV, The Good Soil. vs.8,15.

The TEAOHERS' PREPARATION LEAFLET is published weekly by the Gen ral Assembly's Sabbath Scheol

‘Committee, Presbyterian Church in Canads, ot 35-cents-a gém'. or 250, if four or more copies are sent to

:;ziéi)crson. Addresy Rev, T. F, Fotheringham, 107 Hazen Street, St. John, N, B.

«character of their incidents; from myths by their truthfulness; from proverds by their ex-

. and, as November is-the- month of ploughing-and-sowing in Palestine, very likely Jezus
U poiuted, as he spoke, to:some one engaged in sowing his grain near by. Para]}el pas-
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- legacies of truth from one whosaw the close

- *. thoy unto them 1n parables?”’ (13:10). They

- long pondered over, rewarding the serious

.of Christ's kingdom. Those deeper truths

3t might serve the purpose of captivating

L. T Warssor, 4, Out of every city
~the numereus towns of Gulilee. The pop-
nlarity of Jesus had venched & climax, but
there were not wanting signs of & reaction.
A sifting process was necessary, 8o our Sav-
jour changes his method of instruction. This
parable isthe first of the new. serles of teach-
ings. He no longer delivers lengthened
discourses, but, presenting the truth in a
popular form, and one familiar from the
methods-of the rabbis, he at-the same time
veils its deeper significance from the spirit-
ually obtuse. These-stories would remain
long'in the memory, would be frequently
suggested to the mind by the objects. out of
which they were constructed, and migbt be

meditations of earnest minds with deeper
and.deeper meanings. They were parting

of hig-earthly ministry approaching.

9, His dispiples asked -him—when _they
were alone (Mark 4: 10). Matthew tellsus
+that their first question was, « Why speakest

are struck with the change in his method
of communicating trath, and are specially
puzzled to understand this perable. Both.
questions are answered in our lesson.

10. The mysteries —the secret things

which the uninstructed and dull-hearted
conld not understand. A mystery,” in-the-
Bible meaning of the word, is notsomething
that zannot be undersiood, but a truth once
hidden and now revealed. (Col 1: 26; 1/
Tim. 3: 16; Matt. 11: 25, 26, Rev. 17: §;
Rom. 16. 26; 13. 26; Eph, 3: 3,4, 8.) Ses- |
ing they might not see — Read ‘carefully

3rG; Jas. 1.21; 1 Pet. 1:23.
the undulating cornfield Jdescending to the
warer's-edge. There was the trodden path-
way running through the wmidst of it, with
no fence or hedge to prevent the seeds from
falling bore and there on either sidu of it,
or upon it; itself bard with constant {ramp
of horse, mule and human feet. There was
the «good” rich soil which distingnishes
‘the whole of teat plain and its neighbor-
hovd from the bare hills; elsewhere descend-
ing into-the lake, and which, whero there is
‘no-interruption, produced one vast mass of
corn.  There was the rocky ground of the
hillside protruding here and there through
the cornflelds, as elsewhere through the
grassy slopes. There <ere the large bushes
of thorn, the ¢nabk, that kind ot which
tradition says that the crown of thorns was
woven, springing up, like the fruit trees of
the more inland parts, in the very midst
of the waving wheat.” (Stanley.) The way-
_gine—(verse 12). The wayside hearers are
wthey that hear,” and Matthew adds # but
understand it not” (13:19), “do nottake it
i)’ Their minds and affections are pre-
-engaged. « The heavy baggage wagons of
commerce, the light cars of pleasure, merry
dancers and sad funeral processions, have
.all used that way, and each footfall has
‘beaten the once loose soil-alittle firmer.”

athe dewal;” Matt. « the wicked man;?
-agents are‘thoge-light-winged thoughts-thab
flutter around. the-hearer 48 soon-as the ser-

the sower's attitude as he flung the seed, or
.pulitics or business, drives away cven the

Matt.13;: 12-17. It would contradict all we.
kaow of Chmst's gracions design in pro-
claiming the gospel to say that his primary
object-in. adopting the parabolic method was

. 1o perplex and exasperate the unreceptive,

and prevent them from understanding t}gat‘
which would save them His primary aim
was to clothe the truth in'e hew form, that

ths fancy, stimulating thought and-drawing:
closer around him those whoweze preparedto
receive hisdoctrine  But blessings misused
become curses, If the gospel is not “a
savor of life unto life,”it must be & savor
of death unto-death.” Unwillingness to see
results in incapacity to see. The natural
punishment of spiritual perversity is spirit-
un} blindnegs.. (Lindsay.) This is ex-
pressed in Matt. 13: 12,

5. Thesower (R V)—i. e the sower of
my parable.
in the first place, then the-apostles and all
who try to win an entrance for the trath |
into-human bearts. His seed—vs. 11, “the
Word.of God.’ Compare Col 1:5, 6; 1 Cor. -

 have not been reached.

temembrance of the text, before many of

(McLaren.)

II. Tue Rocey Grounn. 6, A rock =

Mark, « Satan cometh immediately * «His”

«'fhere was

(McLaren) Thefowls of the air—(vs. 12)

mon or the lesson is orer. Talk of the -
weather, critivism of the congregution, orof ~

our hearers afe cut of sight of the church ” -

covered with & thin layer of earth, ‘The ’

rock would become warmed during the day

-and-hasten the sprouting of the grain while

the rainy season. lasted, but when the dry
weather came its moisture would soon
evaporate.

3. Receive the word with jagr——'rheir
‘imagination and their emotional naiure
are aroused, but intellect and conscience
« Quick-sprounting
things are are scon-dying things. Readily,
stirred emotion is wansient. Brushwoed:
catches fire easily, and burps itself out
quickly. The persons meant are those of
excitable tempsrament, whose feelings lis

s represents Christ himself{ on the surface, and can be got at without

first passing through the understanding or
the conscience.”. (McLaren.) Joy is the
ultimate result of the reception of the gos«

pel, but not.its first result. There should
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be first «the sorrow that worketh repentance
nol to be repented of”  Thess haveno voot
—Mait, «no root in himselfy” he hag not
the stability which personal conviction
gives. He comes forth %at the call of a
® shallow enthusiasm, and through the epi-
demic infinence of a popular cauge™ (Ed-
ward Irving) In time® of temptation —
‘When-anything comes to put their religion
to tha test they show that they are not wiil-
ingto sacrifice their pleasure or their gain
to the demands of truth and conscience.
(Ps 106: 12; Isa. 58: 23 Ezek. 33: 31, 32;
Hosea6:4; John b5: 35; Gal.4:15;) «There
iz another profound truth in this picture
"Fhe hard, impenetrable rock lies right under
the thin skin of soil. ‘The nature which is.
over-emotional.on its-surface is utterly hard
at its core. The most heartless people are
those whose feelings are always ready to
_~ gush; the most-unimpressible are those who-
are mo-t easily brought to a certain degree
-of emotion by the sound -of the word.”
(McLarven ) (Matt. 24: 10; 26: 31; 2 Tim.
4: 16.

III. Tae Tuorsy Grousp 7. Among

{thorns—the-stout rootsof thorny plants re-

. maining in the soil. Thuse would grow

'~ faster than the grain and choke it. (Jer.

-~ 4:3) Cares and riches and pleasures—

A «Prosperity destroys the word: in the heart

i ag much as persecution-does, and more dan-

. - gerously because-more silently; the stones:

. spoiled the root, the thorns spoil the frnit.”

(M. Henry). (1 Tim. 6: 9,10; 2 Tim. 4

? " 10; 1 John 2:15-17).  Ne fruit to perfection

- —The straw may be stout but the ear is

. chaff. 'I'his-is the «double-minded” man

(Jes: 1: 8). «His will is divided—not de-

- cided for good and against evil, but now on

one-side, now on the other; serving God-to-

l - duy, scrviug tannmon fomorrow; very re-

-zXigious-and alsv very worldly. The ear will

" be green when it should be ripe. He is a.

misthriven Clhristian, o spititual failure.

- Bis inflacnce-is zero, or worse—mischiev-

ous.” (Bruce) o Teistryingtogrow-bath

corn. 2nd thorns on' uue.sawne soil. He has

1 somre veligion, but not enough to meke

- thorovzh work of it. He is endeavoring to

ride two hor~es at once. Religion says

« gither—or;’ he is trying ¢both—andl’

Ihe human heart-has only g limited amount

. of love and trust'to give, and Chiist must

have it all. Tt has-enough furone—that is,.

- for Him; but not enough for two—that is,

for Hiraand the world " (McLaren.) (Luke
14: 16-23; Matt 10: 23))

PSS

. I¥.  TacGoopGrooxp. 8. Into the good:
} round (R. V.) —deep, fertile and free of
g (R. V)
‘weeds. An hundred fold-— In Matthew's:
- 4 vexsion three-degrees.of fertility are speci-
R fie@d—van hundred-fold, sixty-fold, and thir.{

ty-fold” All who receive the word have

not the suma capacities and opporiunities.
]Nm do 61l make proper use of what they
1ave. :

15. An honest and-goed-heart—«Hones

i hera in the nense of “noble.” «One whose-

!nind ie raised above moral vulgarity, and
is-bent, not ou money-making, and such low
‘pursuits, but on the atteinment of wisdom,
holiness and righteousness. «Good’ denotes

generous self-abandoniuent in the prosecu
tion of such lofty ends—large-heartedness,

magnanimous, overflowing devotion" —
(Bruce,) ““We here seo that the principal
qualification for hearing the Word of God,

and for rendering it capable of bearing fruit-

in us, is an honest and a good heart, o heart
clear from prejudice, pride-and self-concait,
sincerely disposed, and earnestly desirous

‘brace it when found; ready to acknowledge
its own ignorance, and weakness, and cor-
‘ruption, and ‘to receive with meekness the

-engrafted word, which is able to save the .

soul’” (Bp. Porteus.) Keap it—Matthew
says, “he:that heareth the word and under-
standeth it,” 1it. «takes it in.” Biblical
usage does not regard «understanding” as
a.purely intellectual process, but rather as
the action.of the whole moral and-spiritual
nature. (McLaren.) (Ps.119:11) « The
precise-distinction of the perfect hearer is
this,—that he receives and retains the -word
alone'in his - mind. He is characteristically
singte-minded and whole-hearted in relig«
ion. He loves God, and secks-the kingdom

-of God in-accordance with-the high requive-

“*o find the truth; and firmly resoived toem-, '

‘ments, ¢ with ol thine heart, and with all -

tuy soul, and with o/l thy might’ He is

wholly given up to, duvoted to, the king-

dom; for him, as.for the Preacher, to fear

‘God and keep his commandments’ is tthe-- -~ )

whole of man ' (Bec. 12:13, lit.) (Bruce.)
And-bring forth fruit—Matt. reads « which
also beareth fruit” «The force the of
Greek is «who ¢f course (indeed, certainly)
bring forth froit” «The fruitfulness of
sucha hearer Jesus regurded and represented
as a matter of course.” (Bruce.) With
patience—+ perseyeringly ¥ (Bom. 2: 7;
Matt. 24. 13; Jas, 1: 4). «The fourth class
must not be understood:as a decided, well-
marked company excluding all the rest.
For the soil s not:good by nature. The nat-
ural man receiveth not the things of the

“Spirit of God; but every dispusition to re~
“We

ceive them is of God.” (Alford.)
must ever bear in mind that the good soil

comes ag much from God as the-seed which - o

is-to find there its home. God's secret and

_preventing grace runs before the preaching
-of the word-of the kingdom; and thus, when

that word comes, it finds some with greater
readiness for receiving it, as the word of
oternal life, thin others”” (Tremck) (Mait.

10: 22; 24: 18; 2 Pet. 1: 5-8.) The conclu- . -



sion of the parable ix in the Iast clavse of fin the R V.); Luks J4: 3, 85, and bere
vero eight. - Turn up the passages and wee what it was
that Josun wished to have rememhered in
3. He that hath ears to hear let him|each cuse. «The parable deseribes four
hear — This was a common expression | kinds of Christians 1 (1) Chulstinns with
amon the tablijs for calling the attention | merely au ontreard religinn; (2) Christians
of their scholsrs to something important | with-» shallow religion; (3) Christinns with
Christ uses it cight times. Matt. 11: 14, 16; | & half religion-y (4) Cluistians with & truz
© 13:42; Mark 4:23; 7:16 (this oneis omitted | religion.”

SUMMARY AND REVIEW.: -

The parable is so simple and the lessong so ohviovs that an extended summary and
teview is not.called for Describe the scene. The Teacher suated in the boat. The
multitude on the sloping shores  The sower in-a field within sight scattering the geed.”
1 was the beginning of the rainy sesson, about November when, in that winterless
country the farmer sows his grain  Having made the picture vivid procced at once to
the inferpretation. The Sower? The Seed? The Snil? The seed is all good—ihe differ-
ent resalts arise from the nature of the'soil ~ Draw four outline hearts on the blackboard
and write-in each 1he hindrances-to the growth of the seed. The first will be the HARD

. heart, the second the ROCKY. heart, the third the WEEDY heart, and the fourth the
 WILLING heart In the Hard Heart you would wiite, after eliciting them from tho
scholars by questions, the things that make the heart inattentive—business, pleasure,
ambitions plans, «tc, and around it outline birds (tWo curves ~~ will suffice) and name
them after the.things that divert-the mind and destroy good impressions—whispering
and smiling in church, thinkin~ about the people arovnd you instead of the germon, friv-

olous words and comments on the way home, ete. In dealing with the Rocky Heart,
erphasize the need of sorrow for sin as.a prelude-to lasting, joy. When you come to the
Weedy Heart, deal with it similarly to the first, patticularizing the thorns and weeds
. that choke the word—worldly gain, love of pleasure, love of mcney, etc. The Good
7 zgeag, itfglf:_comes from God. Commit to memory and quote Ezek, 11:19; 36:26;
8. 51 2 10,

THE SEED IS THE WORD OF GOD
WHICH FALLS ON o

HARD B = A TR .
P rooiy HEARTS
; . WEEDY R
. Whichis | ' C
‘Yours? '

WILLING

: Ten Minutes Normal Drill o
based on the'text-book, ¢ The Sabbath School Teacher’s Handbook ; or, the Principles.a'ff‘d
Practice of Teaching, with special-reference to the Sabbath School,” and prepared by Princi-
pal Kirkland-of the Toronio Normal School. . o

i

TELLING AND GUESTIONING.” (BI{IAPTEB Vil
- (Continued.) .
" ¥X. Mganner of Questioning—Earnest, Animated, Impromptu.
1—Never reject-an answer given in good faith.
2-—.Always-accept an answer in the scholars own words. -
3—Train your scholars to make their answers complete sentences. .
4—Do notropeat the answer after the scholar, oo
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