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SItt~ ~ttaf~ ~ r ~~T~tf
DEOE MBER 9 th, 1894. 4th QguTzTR.

Christ Teaching by Parables. L=lE 8: .4-15.
> (Commit ta miemzo>y vierses is.

GOLtIUN TEXCT.
"'The seed is the Wonrd of God»- LuIce

Paovp, TRAT
God's Word is ýprecieus. Ps. 1 19. 79.

SHioRruR CATECH:S11.
*Quest. sos. at do we ftay o 7

Jfihtlpetitionz? In the fifth-peti'ion <wvhich is,
<'zdjorgive us aur dehts as wÏeforgqive aur déet.
ýOrs), wve pray that God, for Christ's sake, would
freely-pardon -ail our sins; %vhich we are the
rather encouragedl te ask, because-by His grace
wre are enabled iltm the heart, te forgive 9thers.

LzSSON HYMNS.
-CHILDREN'S HYMNAL, Nos 115, 114, 250,

112.

*DALY PoRTroNs.
(T'he Se(ections of the .. . A.)

lMONDAIt' Christ Teaching by Parables.'
Lule-8 4.15.

TUESDAY-Occasion for Parables,
Matt. 13: 10-17.

WEiUNEsDAY-TIIe Seed.
Ps. 19: 7-14,

TIiURSDAY-Wayide 1-earers.
Acts 14: 8-20.IFPiDAY-On Rocky Ground.

f John 6ý: 59.66.
ISA'ruRDAvý-Among Thorns.

Mark io : 17-27.
SABnATi-,Good-Ground.

Acts 8.26-39.

WHAT 18 A PARABLE?
(Tfrom Handbooc on St Lukea Goqpele b1, Prof. Lindsay, D...D.>

The word 'mt-au3-(1) ini classical- Greec -(a) a placing together, -(b) a coxuparison, and
(c) the sinxplest argumenit froni analogy; (2) in Hellenistic Greek, what the .Jews cati
macha', or similitude. Hence the word par?,abil s-used

1. In- the Old l7estafn.nt for (a) a.very shiort-proverb, 1 Sam 10: 1 2;,(b) n.dark, prophetic
utterance, Num. 23: 7-10; (c) an epigrammatic maxxii Ps 78: 2;_(d) a metaphor expanded
-into a narrative, Ezek. 20: 49.

Ii. lu the.Xeéo Testam xnt for (a) a- short, pithy sayieig, Li'ke 4- 23; Mark 7: 171- <b> the
f aiecharacter of the Levitical, ordinances, fleb- 9: 8, 9; (c) a merp comparison.

without narrative, Mark 13: 2-3, (d)-an earthlyý story with a beavenly meaning, as-the.- par-
-ables of our lord.

The paralles-ef our Lord-differ fromnfablts by theirh:gher spiritual aixu, and the natural
,charavter of their incidents; from, ryths by their truthfulneris; from, proverbs by their ex-
pandéd forma; froxu aaegories in heing complete and yet not-always self-interprin

*NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS.
IN"rnoDUTorY. The parable, of the-sower contained in our lesson is- the first recôrded

as spoken by Jesus. Lt belongs te a group of. eight (Matt. 13: 1-53; Mark 4: 1-34; lu4ke
8: 4-25), and was spoken -on, the afternoou of the day on which -he lwas %ccused of being
in league with Satan- (Lesson 8>. Great multi.tudes pressed aronnd hini, and, sittin ir a
boat, he spoke to the-crowds on the sloping hiiside on-shore. The season was autumu,
and> as Noiember is the month of ploughing-and-sowing in Palestine, very Iikely Jeeus
poiuted, as he spoke,.to-some one engaged iii sowing his grain near by. Parallel pus-
sages, Matt. 13: 1-23; Mark 4. 1-20.

'Lussoer PLAN. L. The WaYÉïde. vs. 4, 9, 10, 5, 11, 12. Il The Rockyj Gronnd.
Sve.1I 13. 111 The Themny Gronnd. vs. 7, 14. IV. The Good Soi. vsi. 8, 15.

TIhe TEÂcnzEas PRBp.&aÂron LlÂasv le publisbcd %weeldy by the Gen ml- Aasembiys Sabbath Scthool
r->pMittee,-Presbytenran Church in Canadla. at 35 eents- a year, or 250. if tour or more'copies are- sent~ W
,na pcrsen. Addresb Rev. T. F.Foýhennghamn, 107 Razen Street, L. John, N. B.

LJssgN 10.
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I. ir WvsuL4. Out of evy cly &Y "-; jas- 1. *'1; 1 Pet. 1:- 2-. iý 'Ïhew z
_.tbe UnerOuf; toivns of C-qtiieto, The Pop- th,? uridulating corutleld descending to the

Ularity of jesus b(td -.eachud a climax, but waees-edge. Thore ivas the troddt:n path-
thjere -ve not wantiflg signa of a reaction. wa>' rumning t1itough the irtidet of it, with
À siftîng procet4o wag necessary, so ut r ~a-no fonce or hudgeý to provexat the geeds fromn
lour changes bis-metbod of instruction. This falltng bure anxd there on either siclu of ite
payable 184tbe first of tbe new-serles of teacli- or upon-it; itef bLard witli cons;tant tramp~
legs. Ile no longer delivers lengthened of horse, mule and hunian leet. There wasa
disuourses, but, presonting the truti: in a th.o 1,good I ich soil which distingukisihe:a
popular forin, aud one familiar fromn the --the wlxole of tiat plain and its neighbor-
methode of the rabbis,he ut rixe saine turne j oud froin the baro hist; ulsewlxere descend-
vouls itn deep.-r siguificance froin the spirit- ing into rixe jake, and which, where there is4
uallyobtuse. These-atonies would remain 'no-interruption, producel one vast mauss of
long lxx the rnemory, would lie frequently -corn. There was the rock>' ground of thxe
suggested te the mnd b' the objecte ont of hilisidu protruding liere and there througb
which, rixe> wore constructed, and miglit lbe -the cornflelds, ad elsewliere through the
long pondered over, rewarding the serious, grass>' siopes. There w.ere the large buehee
mneditations of earnest minds with deeper of thorn, the ' nabk,' ýthat kind of whichi
axddeeper niennînge. Tbey were parting tradition ays -that the crown- o? thorns was
legapies of -truth froin one-who-saw the close woven, springing up, like the fruit trees of

of Jais eartbly xxiniatry approaching. the more inland parte, in the very midst
o? the waving wheat.Y (titanle>'.) Theway-

9. Ris disciples asked him-l-wlen the>' -slùe-(verse 12). The wayside hearers are
were alone (Mark4: 10). Matthew telis-us 4-tbey that heur,", and Miatthew adds à"but
finit -their liret question was, « -Why spcakest underetand-it flot", (1-3:19), "1do not take it
,thoxiuntotbem in parablesY" (13:-10). Tbov i." Thvir nxinds and affections are pre.-
are struck with the change in his method engaged. "gThe heavy baggage wagons of
of comnnunicatiug-trut1i, and are speciallY -commerce, the light-cars of pleasure, mnerry
puzzîed-to understand this parable. Both- dancure and sad funeral processions, have
questions are answered-in our leseon. *ail used that way, and tach footfall bas

ýbeaten the once loose sou-a litîle firmer.1
10. The mysteries -the secret thing (MoarZ. Thfwso hear(s 2

-of Ohrist's klngdom. Those deeper truths tedel; ' at "th w mkd an.;es
which the uninstructed and dull-hearted "teei;"Mt.ý h ihe

could~~~~~~ 1o nesad Amse.,i h Mark, - satarà cometh immediately" Ris-
* agentis- are -those -lighit-W înged thoug-htstbat

Bible xneaning of-the word, is, not sometlung fluttur rndheerrasooastee-
finit -catnorbei under8lood, but a truth oncp eudtebaetsonstesr
hîdiden and now reveaiedlt. _(Col 1: 26; il mon or the lese*son je oïler. .rail- of the

weather, critiuisin o? the congregation, or of

Rom. 3:. 16; il. 21: 26. ,, Rev. 17: the sower's attitude as hi- flung the seed, or
poux 16 26 Il 26 Eph 3Z3, , 6 S~pulities or business, drives away even the

ing they mlght not see - Read *carefull Y emumbrance u? tliu text, before une lof
-Matt.- 13: 12-11. It wouid contradictil weour bearerg are out o? sight of the church
know o? Christ'8 gracions design in Pro-( Lre)
olainiing thec gospel -to su>' that bis primLai'>
object lu eiopting the. prabolie metbod -'as n u oa RUe .Arc
1» perplez and exasperate the unreceptive, coveredwta hnlyroerh.'e
and, preveet tbem from undtirstanding finit rock wd with thi lwaymer o earthe ihe
which would rave thrin Ris priniar>' aji « ol eoi amddnn h a

Nva0t clothe fthe trath in- a new forai , tiat and hasten thesproutieg of the grin while
itmgh ereth u the rainy scabon, Iasted, br.t when. ftxe dry

if xigt srveth Pose Of captivatieg Weather carne its moisture would sooni
the fano>', stimulatifig thouglit and-drawrng- evaporate.
dloser arouud lilinthose whowereprepnredto-
,receivehie doctrine But- bleseings misused-
beconie urses. if the gospel is not taý 13.. Recelve the word with joy-Tbeir
savor of life unto llfe,'" it must lie tga savor j imaginationi and their emotiotial natgire

resute ii ncapcit' f see Th se are aroused, but intellect and conscienice
ofdeafli unto-death." Un l n afural bo e ave flot been rvached. -Quick-sprouting

unemef spiritual- perversity-i sprt fhings are are soon..dyîng things. Readily,
ual blindness.. (Lindsay.) This is ex- stirred emotion le uixsient, Brushwoed-

ptessdîn att 3--l2. icatches fine eatffly, and burus iteel? -out
pneeud i Mat. 13 12.quîckly. The persons meant are fixose of

S. The sower (R V).-i. e. the bower of! excitable tempenamente whose fe elinigs lie
nxy parableý H3 nepresents Christ hunseif- on the surface, and cau lie got at wlthout
in thefiret-place,-then the-aposties and aM il' irt passin& tlxrough the uuderstanding or
who-try-to %virn an enfrance fer the trutb the conscience.". (McLaren.) Jo>' is -the
into humas heurts. Hia seed-vs. 1-1, "-the ultimate resuit of the reception-o? the goe.à
Word"f God. ' Compare Col 1: ô) 6; 1 Cor., -pel, but not its first result. There qh6ù!d



%~ first. sthe tiortow that woreth repetan~ce not the uin8 capavities and opportunities.
not~ to be rep&ýne ef." These have-no root Nor do iall ruake proper use of wýhat thoy
-Mait. 49no roc't ln 'hin .-Il ho bas net have.
*Iýc 8tubillty whieh personal conviction
Pires. He coules foi th tg t the t'a 1 f a 15. An honest and goottheart-"aloaebel
e'IrnIIw entbusinsni, and threugh thie cpi- is herainuthe ense cf --noble." "COne whose-
d4mic inaflut-nee cf a popiular cause" (Ed- mnd, is raised aboya moral vulgarity, and
ward Irvine) lni time:*of temptation - isbout, flot on mnny-making, andauch low
-When-anytihing cornel to put their religion pursuits, but on the attalument ot lsdomn
te thetest tbey show tliat they are net will- holiness sud-righteousness. tGood' deneteFi
ing-to.qacrifice their pleasuro or their gain generous self-abitndonmoent in the pro8ecu,
te thu> dernands of truth and conscience. tion of sucli lofty ends--larg-hearteducsq,
(Pe, 106: -12; Isa. â8. 2; Ezek. 33: 31, 32; lnAgnanitnous uverfiowing devotlin -D

Holsea-6: 4; John 5: 35; Gai. 4: 15;> There (Bruce.) 19W% here see that the principal
ig anotber profourad truth in zthis picture qualification for hearing the WVord of Gode
rThe hard, impenetrable rock lies riglit under and for rendering-it capable of bcaring fruit,
thie thin tikin of soul. The nature whleh i- Ï us, is an horgest and a good-heart,, a heurt
tiver-emotional on its surface is utterly hard clear frorn prejudice, pride-and self*conceit,
at its. c<)re. The, most heartless people are: sincerely disposed, and earnestly desirous
those whose feelings are always ready to -ýo'find the truth; and firmly resoived to ern-,
Zush; the mnost-unimpressible are those -who -brace it when fouadi ready to acknowledge
are mo:t easîly brought te a certain degree its own ignorance, and weakness, and cor-
of emotion by the sound -of the word." ruption,_paud 'te receive with meekness the
(M!cLaren ) (Matt. 24:- 10i 26. 31; 2 Tim. -engrafted word, Whie'»h le able te Gave le

4: 6~)soul."'I (Bp. Porteus.) Keeop lt-Mattke'w
8ay, ithe.thiat heareththe wordl and undor-~

Ill1. Tai; TuoRNs GRoVND 7. A mong standethl li" lit. o takes it in." Biblical
thornS-the-stout roots -of thorny plants re- usage does net regard tgunder8tanding"I as
maining iu the soit. Thuse would g0-w apuroly intellectual process, but rather as
14ster thon the grain aud cho.e it. (Jer. the> action, of the whole-moral, and -spiritual
4: 3.) Cares and riches and pleasures- nature. (M.cLaren.) (Ps. 119: Il) c&The
i-Presperîty destroys the w ord- là the heart precise, distinction of the perfect hearer le
au nuch as persecutionýdeesl and- more dan- this,..-that lie receivessud retains the word
gerously because-more silentlyi the stenes- alone lu lis-mid. lSe is characteristlcally
spoiled the root, the -thoras -spoil the fruit." singte-mninded and whole.hesrted, in relig-
(M!. Henry). (1 Tim. 6. 92,10; 2 Tira. 4: ioný He loves Gode sud seeks the kingdoi

10;Johin 215- 7). No-Iuit te perfection. 'of God- in- accordance wîthýthe high revire-
-rThe straw nviy be stout'but thte ear iti ients, çwïith ail thine heart, aud wlth ali
chaif. Tlus a lthe "-double-itded" Maui tx oul, and with ail thy niight.1 He is
(Jas. 1-z 8). tgHie will- is divided-net dt- wholly given up te, duvoted te, the king-
dldti dfor good saud againet evil, but nowv on dette; for -hlm, as, for the Preacher, te ifear
one-s.ide, now (in titt> ether; serving God t>~ God and keep fils commaudînents 1 is vthe-

-1y 1. vn uimo oorW V ry re- whole of mtan' (icc. 12: 13, lit.) (Bruce.,)
--,,.iglous -and also verv worldly. 'e ar will A( rgfrhfrutMt.rns"hc
be-green when it should bu ripe. He> is aÀ als ber it "The force the or
z uisthriven Chtristian, ri spiritual £allure. Geki woc or ldecrany
Rils influcnce is zero, or worse,-mniSchiev- 1bring forthi fruit-l gi The fruitfalneis of
eus."l (Bruce.) vé,~is trying- to grow both 1 such a hearer Jesus regarded and represented
-corn aud thoras oni LiO ,saine soul. Hue bas as a matter of course." (Bruce.) With

soni~e religion, but net enough te make patience -" iperseyerngly"I (Reon. 2: ;
ride two hor.,es at once. Religion says mnst net ba uudcrstood-as a decided, well-
-either--or' lie is tryiug 'hoti--and!'imxarked company excluding ail the rest.
'The human 'heurt-bas only a. limited amount For the soil-is not good by nature. The nat-

îof love-and trustte gve, and Chribt must iuraiman receiveth net the tltings cf the
fo have ut t is nough for oneo-that î, 1ipirit of God; but every dispubition te re-

forluîn;butne anughfo t~-tat 5,céive thero le of God." (Mlferd.) "We
for Rira andtie werld" (McLaren.) (L1iSe must-ever bear la mind that the gooê- solu
1-4- 16-24; Matt 10: 23.) cenefaimc frornGdatleed hii

I-V Ts Goo Gaoui». 8 ntothe g om s re mutigge rua borea the ped hinh
-to fn -there-its home. God's secret aud

greud (R. V.> -.;.deep, fertile and free of -ofthe -word-of the kingdlom; and thus, when
-weeds. AU hundred fold - Iu Matthew'sp that word cornes, it finds soe with-gr cater

iversion, threedegreesof fertility are speci. readiness for reeelving it, s the word of
eicd-"an huudred-fold, sixty-folde and ýthir-f etern&J life, thItu ethets." (Trench-) (Malt.

~ty-fold"' AU who receive the word hbave Il Î: 22; 24: 13; ý2 Pet. 1; 5-8.) ThIe conclu-~



$ion of ie parable ie in thi lit cIailso liii th R: V); Lu i, 81«x1d berv.'

verso oght.fTru up the pwaaes antd lire whbtt it

vc~u ciglit. that je.ti wi-4kvd te bave inxiiîee x

Ï3. He that bath ears to heoar lot hlm carh, casze. l'ille parable 'desutibt-i fltIr

hear Thxi wa8 a~ commn exprtei'on kinds of Cliristin)s : (1) Christtai witb

aniong the rabliis for <'ai ing flic attention nxert'ly au olutwnt religion, (2) ChriSUU

of their >scholurg tue soniething .mpotat 1witl1 at slîall >ow religion; (3) -Cliristians witl)

Christ tiseg lV oight times. bMatt. I:14 a liaif religion-;ý (4) Clîristians witb a truc

1.43; bMark 4: 23; 7: 16 <Ibis une igomltted- religion.'

SUMMARY AND REVIEWo.
Thlo parable is Fo simple and the Ictsons so obi moti thtn'et dd$lxlRY an'd

revlow ls-notcallt-d fur Describe the scene. The Teaclior buated un the boat. The

multitude, on the slopinig shores The sower in-a field xitbln siglit Fcattering the seed.

It -was-the beginning of the rainy sesson, about Noveniber, when, iii that wintcrless,-

country the farmer sows bis grain Flaving made the picture vivid procced at once to

the inturpretation. The Sewer*? The Seed -? l'lie Snif? The oued is ail goud-the ctifler-

ont realte ariee from the nature of the, soit Draw four outtine hearts on the blackboard

and write la encb the -hindrances-te, the growth of the seed. The firat will ho the HARO

beart, the second the ÊOkbai the ti.ird the WEEDY heart, and the fourth the
-WILINGheat I th Had Hartyou would wîite, alter elîting tbemn from the

fcholars by questions, the thlings that make the heart inattentive-buinUess, pleasute,

amabittous- plans, vtc , and aruund- it outline birds (two curves .- wil 1 suffice> and 15anie

thom aftor thethingi' that divert-the mimd and destroy good impressions-wh15peiing

and smiling ln church, thinhin- about-the people around you înstead of the sermon, friv-

olous words -and comment,3 on thec way home, etc. In dealing with the Rocky llcart,

empliasise the nerd of sorrow for sin, as, a-proludete lasting joy. 'When, you corne b the

Woody Heartx dea1 with it similarly te the first, particularizing fixe thornus and -%veetik

that choko the word-worldiy gain, love of pleasure, love of mney, etc. The Gooci

1Heart itself cornes from Qed. Commit te memo',-- ir.d quote Ezek, 11:.19; 36 26

Pis.51:]. 0

THE SEJED 18 THE -WORD, 0F GOD
WIIH FALtS ON

WEEDY
WhIch 18s WIL.LlNG

Yen Minutes Normal Dril
based un the text-Ibook, 'The Sabbatb School Teacher's Handbook ; or, the Principles aËd

Èmrctice of Teaching, with specialreference te, the Sabbath Scho,' and prepared by Princi-j

pal Kirkland-of the Torontlo Normal- School.

TEWLNG AND -QUESTlONING. «Ui4 AP-fER ViI.>

yI. 1MIonner of -Questionilg-tEarneBttx Animated, Impromptu.

1-_Ncver reject-un answor-given in gôod laith.i

2-AlwaYS-accept an answer lu the -scholar's own Word$.

3i-Train your Bchélaxa te, mahxe their answers complote sentences.

4-Do not repeat the answer after the scholar.

lei

1:, , , - - (ý/-


