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¢ pPROVE ALL THINGS, HOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS GooD.”?

PREFATORY REMARKS.

Ox the subject of Religion, it would have been well for the world, had
nothing but the inspired scriptures been ever published. On all sciences
and arts merely human, and pertaining to the things of this life, author
“Inay succeed author, and volume may be added to volume, keeping pace
Wwith the expansion of human intellect, and the accumulation of human
‘experience; for this very evident reason, that no human author is infalli-
ble, no volure, science, or art, hes arrived at absolute perfection. But
&s God is the Author of the Sacred Voluiae—is the infallible teacher,
that science or that art which He teaches, is incapable of any improve-
fnent from human intellect. The Bible contains this perfect teaching to
man, the art of living well in relation to all his high ends and destinies,
and the teaching it contains is exhibited in the same perfection in which
its Author exhibits all his works.~From all this it may be justly inferred
that the contradictory variety of opinions, the endless mass of treatises,
gommentanes and systems of religion, tend as much to impeach the wis-
dom and benevolence of the one inspired volume, as they have always
'fended to perplex and divide Christians.

It is not easy to conceive or express the advantages which the world
would this day have enjoyed, had no other volume, no other standard or
fule in religion, ever have been announced to mankind, save the unadul-
terated Word of God. How inconsistent then, it may be objected, is itto
zzdopt this sentiment, and to write another sentence, to publish another
folume, on the subject of religion. Taking into consideration the avow-
*ad object and obvious intention of the writer, andthe circumstances of the
ease, this objection becomes a mere cavil. Were it the fact, that Chris~
nans were making theword of Godtheir only creed or rule of faith and
practice, and in their union, only for its truth’s sake were exemplifying its
sinetifying influence;ghere would be indeed no oceasion to plead thecause
of the Bible, or fg;argue its superiority over every human expedient, for
he canversion of the world, the union and sanctification of believers. But
’sghen $0 many systems, other than God’s own revelation of truth, and so
sdany rules besides his, have appeared—to cail men from these, and to
sllvocate the only one system, the one only rule which can boast an in-
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66 Prefatory Remarks.

fallible and divino origin, appears as consistent and asnecessary, as when
men having abused and perverted any gift of heaven, it becomes the duty
of every philanthropist and faithful subject of the Great King, to apprise
them of the consequences, and to warn them of what may prove their ut-
ter ruin. There was no occasion to denounce drunkenness before men
had discovered the art of extracting from the bounties-of God, and had
acquired the taste of using to excess fermented liquors; but now that intem-
perance has become a common sin in the community, there is need of de-
hortation against this horrid abuse of God’s goodness. To be ihstrumen-
tal towards introducing or restoring that state of things which God
instituted, and which was once exhibited, in lecading the disciples to
see that they need but one law-giver—but one book, but one rule,
but one bond of union, to make them happy and holy, is 2 suitable
reason for any to write who really believe that conformity to
God’s revealed will, can alone produce these happy results, and who
are persuaded that a want of conformity to it, with its attendant evils,
- actually exist at the present day. .

Zeal for Christian union, like zeal in other matter is either to be
sought or shunned, to.be advocated or deprecated, because of that with
which itis associated. "That which alone deserves the name of Christian
Union can only be effected upon scriptural groﬁnds, and not upon
any sectarian platform in existence. Such an Union of* all real
believers, of all sects is supremely to be desired, but a mere
union of sects is as supremely to be deprecated. 'The Pope’s
chair is found in almost every sect; all synods and councils have
need of it; and much of our religious controversies are about who shall
sit in the Pope’s chair. The faith of overy Christian is as summarily
comprehended in the New Testament, as the wisest head in Chris-
tendom could compendize it. The New Testament contains the consti-
tution, laws, ordinances, and discipline of the Christian Churvch, if such
things belong to it at all.—Hence the propriety of proposing and
advocating this volume, as the omly bond of union in the church.
But what avails 2 promise to be governed by this book, unless, this pro-
mise be faithfully fulfilled. Why promise to submit to the constitution
and laws, usages and institutions, found in this volume, and afterwards
require submission to institutions and usages wholly human.

‘Thussaith the Lord,—*“¥ e shallnot add unto the word which I command,
neither- shall you diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the com-
mandments of the Lord your God which I command you. “Keep there-
fore, and do them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in
the sight of the nations which shall hear all these statutes, and say,
surely- this great nation is @ wise and understanding people.*~

Deut. iv. 2.—6. < Blessed are they who keep his testimonies, who seek
him with their whole heart,”—Ps, 119,
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Jdany of the great‘men of all departments of Secience, have in their lucid
moments as regards religion, expressed the same views of the Beble and
of Systematic Theology.

DR. BEATTIE’S OPINION OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION.

«Tue Christian Religion, according to my ecreed, is a very simple
thing, intelligent to the meanest capacity; and what, if weare at pains tu
join practice to knowledge, we may make ourselves acquainted with,
without turning over many books. It is the distinguished excellence of
this religion that it is entirely popular, and fitted, both in its doctrines
and in itsevidences, to all conditions and capacities of reasonable creatures
—a character which does not belong to any other religious or philoso-
phical system that ever appeared in the world. I wonder to see so many
men eminent both for their piety and for their capacity, labouring to make
a mystery of this divine institution. If God vouchsafe to reveal himself
to mankind, can we suppose that he chooses to do itin such a manner that
nonc but the learned and contemplative can understand kim? The gene-
rality of mankind can never in any possible circumstances, have leisure or
capacity for learning or profound contemplation. If therefore we make
christianity a mystery, we exclude the greater part of mankind from the
knowledge of’it; which is directly contrary to the intention of its author,
as is plain from his explicit and reiterated declarations: In a word,{ am
perfectly convinced that an intimate acquaintance with the SCRIP-
TURE, particularly the Gospels, is all that is necessary to our accom-
plishment in true Christian knowledge. Thave looked into some systems
of theology, but L never read one of them to an end, beeause I found I
could never reap any instruction from them. To darken what is clear,
by wrapping it upin a veil of systemn and science, was all the purpose
that the best of them seems to me to answer.”

MILTOK’S TREATISE ON CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE.

¢ Ir, then, the scriptures be in themselves so perspicuous, and suffici-
ent of themselves to make men wise unto salvation through faith, and
that the man of God may be peyfect, thoroughly furnisked unto all good
works, through what infatuation is it that even Protestant divines persist
in darkening the most momentous truths of Religion by intricate com-
ments, on the plea that such an explavation is necessary; stringing to-
gether all the useless technicalities and empty distinctions of scholastie
barbarism, for the puvpose of elucidating those scriptures which they
are countinually extolling as models of plainness? as if scriptuve, which
possesses in itself the cleavest light, and is sufficient for its own expla-
nation, especially in matters of faith and holiness, required to have the
simplicity of its divine truths more fully developed, and placed in a more
distinct view, by illustrations drawn from the abstract of human science,
falsely so called.”
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Dr. George Campbell’s views of Commentators and Comimentaries, ex-

tracted from kis Lectures on Systematic Theology.

¢ Tue dogmatist knows nothing of degrees, either in evidence or in
faith. He hasproperly no opinions or doubts. Every thing with him is
either certainly true, or certainly false. Of this turn of mind Ishall only
say, that so far from being an indication of vigor, it is a sure indication
of debility in the intellectual powers.”—

¢ Of most of our commentaries weo may almost say, they speak an infi-
nite deal of nothing. Their reasons are as two grains of wheat hid in
two bushels of chaff'; you shall seck all day cre you fid them, and when
you have them they are not worth the seareh.”

¢ Almost every commentator hath his favorite system, which occupies
his imagination, biasses his understanding; and more or less tinges all his
comments,»—

¢ How unsafe, then, must it be to trust in men. When we thus im-
plicitly follow a guide before inquiry, if we should even happen to be in
the right, it is, with regard to us, a matter purely accidental.*

¢ Whilst, thelefme, it is by far the too general cry, ¢ Read, read com-
mentators, systematists, paraphrasts, controvertists, demonstrations, con-
futations, apologies, answers, defences, replies, and ten thousand othex
such like;» T should think the most impostant advice to be, Devoutly
study the seriptures themselves, if you would understand their doctrine
in singleness of heart.”—

¢ Rica having been to visit the library of a French convent, writes thus
to his friend in Persia, concerning what hed passed: Father said I to the
librarian, what are these huge volumes which fill the whole side of the
library? These, said he, are the interpreters of the Scriptures. There
is a prodigious number of them, replied I; the seriptures must have been
very dark formerly, and very clear at present. Do there remain still any
doubts? Are there now any points contested? Are there? answered
he, with surprise; Are there? There are almost as many as there are
lines, _You astonish me, szid I; what then have all these authors been
doing? These authors, returned he, never searched the scriptures for
what ought to be believed, dut for whal they did believe themselves.
They did net consider them as a book wherein were contained the doc-
trines which they ought to receive, but as a work which might be made
to authorize their own ideas.”

EXTRACT FROM A SENTIMENTAL JOURNAL.

I~ approaching the city we met multitudes of men and women flying
in every direction, some of them having literally forsaken all that they
had; husbands had lefttheir wives, parents their children, and children
their parents. Tasked every one who would stop to hear me, what was
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thematter. Ialways heard in reply, < The barbarian foes, the ruthless
band, the merciless Scythians are approaching our city.” Have they yot
entered it, replied I. ¢ No,” said they. Arc they yot in sight, I rejoin~
ed. I was again answered in the negative. Why then do you hasten?
was the Jast question their trepidation would afford me time to ask. The
answer which I received was pronounced with uncommon vehemence.
Every feature in their face, and every tone corresponded with the import
of their reply. It was this— Twelvo heralds of undoubted vetacity
gave the intelligence that they were just at hand, arrayed in all the ven-~
geance of savage ferocity, stimulated to furious excess, from the ills they
had received from our nation.”” I joined the fugitives, and, after retiring
to & cavo, fell into the following reflectiong:—

What an advantage to mankind that they have reccived from their
Creator the capacity or faculty of being so certain of what they have not
seen, of that fur which they have not the evidence of sense, as to be mov-
ed, excited, and impelled to every kind of exertion, suited to the nature
of the case, frdbm what they have believed, as though they had seen it.
The uncultivated citizen, as well as the sage philesopher, are equally cer-
tain, and equally moved by the belief of testimony. Itis a blessing,
thought I, an inexpressible favour, that we have this capacity of being
assured, of what we have not seen, of what we have not felt, upon the
testimony of others, and that this is us common to all mankind as instinet
isto brutes, and so perfectat first that it isnot capable of improvement; for
a child believes as firmly, what it can apprehend, as a hoary-headed sage.
This people, thoughtI, have been saved by faith—saved from the jaws of
destruction, by Believing what twelve heralds reported. I could not but re-
flect with surprise at the stupidity of those rabbinicaldoctors who have made
s0 many nensensical distinctions about the way and manner of believing,
and the different kindsof faith. Ifoundthose peoplesaved their lives by
faith, without ever stopping to inquire of what kind their faith wasj; the
only inquiry was about the,evidence—about the number, character, abili-,
ty, and faithfulness of the "vitﬁesses. Being satisfied upon these points,
they never thought of consulting their own feelings upon the occasion.
But the fact which they beliet vd operaied upon zll that was within them,
just according to his own nature. It produced all its natural or neces-
sary results, and from the nature of all things it must necessarily be so.
It was not their belief or their faith, abstract from the fact, that savel
them; but the fact believed, that produced such a ehange upon them and
upon their conduct. In one word, these people were saved by the belief
of one fact, and that fact was of so great importance as to change theix
views and practice. .

Leaving the cave, and making my retreat into the interior of the coun-
try, I met, after a few days, an oldacquaintance, Témothy Stedfast, who
used to berather of a melancholy temperament when employed as a menial
servant in the service of Lord A. Hiscountenance, attire, and gait astonish-
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ed me. Tnstead ofthat downcast aspect, and evil-boding, melancholic ap«
pearance, a peculint cheerfulness overspread his countenance, and an
eye beaming with joy, indieated that some marvellous  change had taken
place in the views aund circumstances of Timothy. His raiment, too,
was not of that rough and homespun texture as that in which he formerly
perfornied his scrvices in the ficlds and gavdens of his former mastor,
He was sumptuously apparelled; and even his style of address and de-
meanour participated in the general clevation and improvement in his
aspeet,  What! said I, so far from home, friend Timothy! ¢ Yes,” said
lie, ¢ and I must be fzuther yet; I am just going to the sca coast to em-
bark for Jamaica.” What! toJamaica? ¢ O yes, and Lwould go much
farther on the same errand.”® Pray can you inform me of the nature of
your errand? ¢ Ves, with pleasurc, und no doubt it will give you joy to
know it.” Say on. ¢ You know I had an uncle, of whom I once told
you, living in Jamaica, who was very rich; his children being all dead,
hic has left me his vast estate, and now I am going to possess it, it is said
to be worth half a million, and the old ﬂentlem:m having lately departed
this life, hasbequeathed the whole of it to your humble servant.”” Indeed!

said I. But how do you know that such is the fact? He replied, that
three persons whom he onee knew, men of undoubted veracity, had writ-
ten to him informing him of'the fuet; ¢ besides,’ said he, ¢“ a copy of his
1ast will and testament has heen forwarded to me, to which the scal of the
chief magistrate is appended. I am certain, I am certain,® cxclaimed
Le, < Itisa fiet.”” Oh then, said I, I wish you zall possible happiness;
but be mindfu! yon were once poor. We parted.

‘I began to musc again on the excellency amd power of faith. Truly I
thought it was the co:zfzdencc of things hoped for; and the conviction of
things not scen.” And what first struck me with irresistible force, was,
that the faci believed ahocys opercles aceording to is own nature. What
a change in the views, feelings, appearance, and pursuits of Timothy!
Once a rough, unpoiished, downeast, desponding servant; now he pos-
sesses a smooth and poliched etterior, a cheerful countenance, and a
joyTul heart; rich in faith, thouzh not yet in actaal poss eesion of thein
heritance. How powerful the pnm-mlo’ V¥ hat an impulse to activity,
industry, and perseverance! e forsakes the 1and of Lis nativity, his
father’s house, kis Lkindred, and the companions of his youth; he en-
counters the toils of a long journey, perils by land and dangerx by sea,
from the influence of fuith. This is the cause, the sole canse, of this
extraordinary change.” He culiivates the manners, the style, the de-
meanor, suitable to his anticipated circumstances; and though yot not in
possession of the inheritanee, rejoices in hope of realizing all his expee-
tations. And what still astonishes me lhe belief of one fact thus converts
the man—not the way and manner of helieving, but the fact believed is
the whole mystery.

1 was roused from my meditations upon this striking instance of the
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nature and power of faith, by meeting a friend whom I had met a fow
days ago, in all the cheerfulness and joy of gootl health, of good circum-
stances, of the finest animal spirits, light, gay, buoyant; but now clothed
in mouruing, and of a sad and dejected appearauce. A heavy sigh and a
check washed with tears indicated the Ditterness of her grief. 'With
querulous accents she told me that two friends, of great respectability of
character, had written to her that her aged futher, her younger brothers
and sisters, had perished by the vietorious barbarians in the lateinvasion;
that her father did not hecar the tidings in time to cffect an escape. I
told her not to faintin theday of adversity; besides, said I, it may not be
so bad as you expect: perkaps your informants were not assured of the
fact.  “Oh'" exclaimed she, * I could wish I could not believe their
testimony; but I know their character and their competencey to give cer-
tain information, and I am certain,yes, undoubtingly certain, thatsuch
is the fact.” I dismounted and rctired to an inn, where I'spent the eve-
ning in meditating upon the simplicity, the power and excellency of faith.
The following conclusions were the nccessary results of the scenes
through which I had recently passcd:—

1. In the first place the singular power of faith is manifested in all
places and amongst all people. It demonstrates itself to be one of the
common, the most common and intelligible prineiples of action; and pro-
duces the greatest changes in human character, in the views and pur-
suits of mankind. It overcomes the greatest difliculties, and impels men
to the highest achievements known in the world.

B, Italways operates aceording to the fact Lelieved. Joy and sorrow,
Jove and hatred, fear and hope, are the efiuets of the fact believed, and
not of the manner of believing, so much talked of. ’

$. Evidence alone produces {aith, or testimony is all that is necessary
to faith. Thisis demonstrably evident in every case; and therefore the
certainty felt is alyays proportioned to the character of the testimony
produced. Taithis capable of being greatly increased in many instances;
but only in one way, and that is, either by afiording additional evidence,
or by brightening the evidences already produced. To exhort men to be-
lieve, or to try to scarc them into faith by loud vociferations, or to ery
them into faith Ly effusions of natural or mecharical tears, without sub-
mitting cvidence, is as absurd as to try to build a house or plant a tree
in a cloud. .

4. Faith, abstract from fuels, produces no substantial, no real effect.
Faith and opinions have nothing to do with cach other—there is no con-
sanguinity between them. A man might as reasonably expect™to sup-
port animal life Ly the single act of chewing, as to he saved by the mere
act of believing. It is not a man’s eating that keeps him alive, but what
he does eat; so it is not 2 man’s be]ipvixig that saves his soul, but what
he does believe.

All controversies about the nature of faith, about the different kinds
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of modern faith, ate cithorlearned or unlearned nonsenso, caleulated to
deccive and bewilder the superstitious multitudes that hang upon
such guides. The only, the grand question with vvery man should be

‘What is fact, or truth? This ascertained, and let there be no inquir-
ies about Aow a man believes, or whether his faith be of the right kind.
If a man really believes any fact, his faith soon becomes apparent by the
influence of the fact upon him.

6. No person can help believing when the evidence of truth arrests his
attention. And without evidence it is as impossible to believe, as to
bring something out of nothing.

-7, The term faztlz is used in the Bible in the common]y received sense
of mankind, and the faith which we have in the testimony of God differs
from that we have in the testimony of men in this one respect only—that
as men may be deceived, and may deceive others, so the confidence we
repose in their testimony, in some instances, may be very limited, but as
God cannot be deceived himsclf, neither can dcceive others, so the confi-
dence we have in his testimony is superior to that we repose in
the testimony of men; and as the word comes to usin demonstration
of the Holy Spirit, or attested unto us by the supernatural gifts which
accompanied the testimony of the original witnesses; so ii affords
the highest possibfe evidence, and therefore produces the greatest
confidence. Ifwe receive the testimony of men, saith John, and act ¢p-
on itin the most inportant concerns, the testimony of God is greater,
and is copable of producing greater certainty, and infinitely worthy of
being acted upon in the all important concerns of the sworld to come.

THE HOLY SPIRIT CONVERTS AND INFLUENCES MEN RY
MEANS OF THE WORD.

TuE gospel truth believed through the agency of the Spirit, is the true,
the “proper and the only principle of grace and holiness in the heart.
““ We are born again, not of corruptible sced, but of incorruptible, by
the wordof God which liveth and abideth forever.” Wherein, not only
the thing itself, our being born again by the word, but the manner of it
is also declared. ‘The word is the seed, producing spiritual life; as every
life proceeds from some seed, that hath, in itself virtually the whole life
to be educed from it, by natural ways and means; so the word in the heart
of men becomes a vital principle, which .cherished by suitable means,
puts forth vital acts and operatious. By this means, the word, of God,
we are born of God and quickened, who by nature, are children of wrath
dead in trespasses and sin. 'While the Scriptures teach us, that the
Holy Spirit is the Almighty and Sovereign Agent, in bringing us to the
knowledge of the truth, in creating us snew in Christ Jesus; wherever
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there is a hint given of the manner, or the mggns, through which this is
brought about; the uniform account the Scriplﬁ*cs give, is that it is effec-
ted, by the gospel, by the word, by the truth. Since the miraculous
gifts have ceased, they teach us that the Iuly Spirit now operates
upon the minds of men only by the word. Paul tclls the Coriuthians.
¢ In Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospcl.” 1. Cor iv, 15,
James says, ¢ Of his own will begat he us” how? ¢ with the word of
truth.” Jamesi. 18. Peter says, ¢ Blessed be God which hath be-
gotten us again, unto a lively hope, by the resurrection o7 Jesus Christ
from the dead.” Peteri. 3. Aund in what mauner this is eflected we ara
told—* That we are risen with Christ through the faith, (i.c, the belief)
of God’s operation raising him from the dead. The same truth is hinted
in the titles which the apostles gave to such as were converted by his
ministry;  To Timothy my own Son in the fuith.” 1. Tim. 1. 2. <X
beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my bonds.”
Phil. 10. And Peter says dircetly and plainly, that those whom he ad-
dressed were  born again,” not of corruptible seed, Lut of incorruptible,
s by the word of God.” The scriptures do not warrant us to look
for any new revelations of the Spirit. In the productiva of faith, and
the fruits of the Spirit, we are made partakers of the divine nature, by
the word of truth put into the mind and written upon the heart. 2. Peter
i. 4. Heb. viii. 10. Any other way of stating this subject is uusciiptural,
and tends to draw the mind away from the revealed grace in Chuist, to
take its comfort, from what is called the worl of the Spirit, implanted
grace, and inherent holiness, either with or without the word. Thercis
reason to fear that the great zeal professed by many for the honor of
the Spirit, is rather a zeal for what he is supposed to have wrought
in their hearts, some distinct, gracious principle, whereby they be-
come more holy in their own eyes. They are afraid lest they should be
robbed of the hope and the pleasure they derive from the thought of an-
inherent principle, or the sight of their own iiward holiness. And if so,
then all the concern turns outto be nothing but a zeal fur an hope in
themselves, founded upon what they suppose is wrought in them—uwhile
they discern not a sufficient ground for consolativn in the free redemp-
tion of Christ, proclaimed by the Gospel for the hope of sinners, and if
this be not discerned, there can be no true comfort nor holiness.
Again—Both the beginning and progicss of Messiah’s kingdom are as-
cribed to the word. Compere Matthew xiii. with Mark iv. and Luke
viii. ¢ Bechold, a sower went forth to sow,” namely, the word of the
kingdom; for the sower soweth the word. . ¢ And he that receiveth seed
into the good ground, is he that hearcth the word and undurstandeth it
who, having hedrd the word keepeth it, in a2 good and honest heart, and
bringeth forth fruit with patience.” Again, Matt. xvi. 16. 18. Simon
said to Jesus, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. Jesus
answered and said unto him, Upon this rock will I build my church, and
K



74 The Holy Spirit Converts, §c.

the gates of hell shall not prevail'against it.  Accordingly, John, in his
first Epistle, chapter v, verse 1. asserts, that whosoever believeth that
Jesus is the Christ, is born of God. And Peter, in his tirst Epistle, chap-
ter ii. verse 2. exhorts all such, that, “as ucw born babes, they would
desire the sincere milk of the word, that they might grow thereby.”
Again, Christ’s farewell prayer for his disciples is, ¢ Holy Father, sanc-
tify them through thy truth—thy word is truth. Neither pray I for these
alone, but for them also who shall believe in me through their word.”
John xvii. 17—20 and Paul to the Ephesians, v. 25. asserts that, ¢ Christ
Joved the church and gave himself for it that he might sanctify and cleanse
it with the washing of water by the word.” Also, Peter, in his first
Epistle, chapter 1. verse 22. addresses the brethren to this cffect: ¢ See-~
ing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the spirit,
unto unfeizned love of the brethren, love one another with a pure heart
fervently.” Lastly, to close this chain of quotations, it is worthy of re-
mark, that the whole body of the persceuted disciples of Jesus is repre-
sented as overcoming the grand adversary by the blood of the Lamb and
by iiie werd of their testimony. Rev. xii, 11. Now ¢ who is he that
overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is ihe son of God?
And this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.”? 1.
John iv. 5. Upon the whole of the evilence before us respecting the
instrumentality of ke word in Jie salvation of men, we find that it is the
beginring, middle, and end; that every thing is done by it, and there is
nothing done without it. That where the word of the truth of the gospelis
not publiched, the Spirit of Christ hasnothing to do, is farther evident from
Joha xvi. 3—11. where his reproving or convincing the world of sin, of
righteousness, and of judgment, is confined to his lestifying the thingg
concerning Jesus.  In short, his very character as the spirit of Christ, as
the spirit of wisdom and reveiation, fur enlightening, convincing, comfort-
ing, and establishing in the knowledge and belief of the {ruth, is aseribed
to him exclu-ively asrevealing and testifying the things concerning Jesus.
Compare John xiv. 26. and xvi. 1. 15. with 1 Cor. xii. 3—18. with Eph.
1. 13—18. and 1 Per. i. 10—12. and ii. 18. 19. with Jude 14. 15.

Forthemore fullillustration of the truthand certainty of this conclusion,
let us again review and examine the evidence, that we may clearly per-
ceive the connexion of the word with the kingdom of Christ in its rise,
progress, and consummation, or ultimate triumph and perfection in this
world:—

1. And first, we shall find that the word of the gospel is the seed of the
kingdom; thatevery subject of it is begotten by, and born of that seed. See
Johni, 18. James i. 18. 1 Peter i. 23 25. 1 Johu iii. 9. Upon this point
of the testimony three things are expressly evident:—

First. "That every subject of Messiah’s kingdom is born of God.

Second. That his birth is by the means, or through the instrumentality,
of the word of truth.

Third. That this seed isin each the very and imperishable substance
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of his new being. Consequently, till this seed is sown and takes effect,
there tannot be an existing subject of the Redeemer’s kingdom upon
carth.

II. Again, it appears from the evidence before us, that the radical for-
mative truth, the inwrought perception, and real persuasion of which
gives birth and being to the new creature, is that expressed by our Lord
in his declaration to Peter, Matt. xvi. 16—18. with 1 John v, 1. It far-
ther appears that it was for the demonstration of the trath, that both the
predictions, types, and promises of the Old Testament werc exhibited
and recorded, and also the things that are written concerning Jesus by
the four Evangelists.  See Luke xxiv. 25, 27. 44. 45. John xxiii. 80. 81.
Conscquently, there cannot be onc born of God, but by means of the
scriptursl persuasion and hearty reception of this truth, in the light of its
proper evidence, and true seriptural import; for ift Jesus be truly receiv-
ed as the Messiah, the Christ, he must be received in character; that is,
in the true seriptural import of his personal, relative, and ufficial appel-
lations. But who secs not that this is virtually and truly implied in the
belief of the great fundamental truth under consideration, viz. ¢ That
Jesus is the Christ, the son of the Living God.”> For whosoever is real-
ly persuaded of the truth of this grand fundumental article, upon the evi-
dence which God has afforded, the. same is heartily disposed to receive
whatever this glorious personage has affirmed, or caused to be taught
concerning himself, aad his father, and the salvation which he has accom-
plished.

III. Hence, thirdly, according to the evidence belore us, e are justi-
fied, sanctified, nourished, and obtain a final victory and triuinph over all
the power of the enemy, by the belief of the truth; that is, by the word of
the truth of the gospel, believed and acted upon.

First. We are actually justified by believing the apostles® testimony
concerning Jesus, that is, the gospel.  Cowmpare Mark 16. 15. 16. Rom.
v. 1. with Aects xiii. 85. 39. and 1 Cor. ii. 1. 2. and xv. 1—G.

Second. We are also sanctified by the same word believed. See as
above. John xvii. 17. Eph. v. 26. 1 Peter i. 22,

Third. By the same word the believer is nourished, comforted, and
made to growin grace. 1 Peterii. 2. Jer. xv. 16. 1 Thess, iv, 15. 1 Tim.
i, 1.

Lastly. By faith, which is a belief of the divine testimony concerning
Jesus, believers are made victorious over sin, Satan, the workl and death.
See Rom. vi. 14. 17. 18. 1 Peter v. 8. 9. James iv. 7. Rev. xii. 11, 1 John
v. 4. 5. Heb.ii. 15. Therefore may all believers say, ¢ Now thanks be
to God, who giveth usthe victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Cor.
xv. 57. Upon the whole, it is evident that all the salvation that is known
or experienced in this world, is in consequence, and by virtue of, the
knowledge and belief of the truth, which worketh in them that believe.
1 Thes. ii. 13. Neither is there any other means appointed or acknow-
ledged of God for the salvation of men, but the scripture revelation of
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Jesus Christ. Compare Mark xvi. 15. 16. with Luke xxiv. 46. 47. and
Actsiv. 12. That where this scripture revelation is not heard, not
known, there neither is, nor ever was, nor indeéd can be, any faith in
Christ Jesus, (see Rom. x. 9. 14.) nor of course any regenerate, any puri-
fied in heart, (see Acts xv. 7. 9.) nor any endued with the spirit of adop-~
tion, erying Abba Father. Rom viii. 14, 16. with Gal. iv. 6. 8. Butin-
stead of such characters, the debased and stupid practisers of horrid
crueltics aad abominable idolatries, ¢ do service to them who by nature
are no gods.” This all may know to be the present, as it most certainly
was the ancient state of the heathen world, in the days of the apostles
and long before: Nor can it be shown, that since the gospel was first
preached to the nations, from the day of Pentecost, (Acts ii. 1.) until this
day, that any portion of the human family were ever reformed from their
idolatries and disgraceful immoralities by any supposed physical opera-
tions of the Holy Spirit without the word. To talk, therefore, of chris-
tian cxpericnce by any supposed operations of the Holy Spirit without
the word, or previous to, and independent of, the knowledge and belief
of the truth, is not only contrary to most express declarations of holy
seriptare and universally established fact, but to reason also. "It suppo-
ses a fact without a proper and adequate cause. It supposes a conver-
sion from crror and wickedness, without the proposal of truth and good-
ness to the understanding and heart of the creature. It supposes faith
without the exhibition of a testimony to be believed, a thing absolutely
impossible. It also supposes love to God in his true and lovely charac-
ter, of juzt and holy, merciful and gracious, which the gospel alone ma-
nifests, whizh, without the knowledge and belief of that gospel, is a thing
equally impossible with the former. Love and devotion to an unknown
God ! Let us’have done then, with such unscriptural indefinite, un-~
meaning phrases; which, at best are, only calculated, to perplex, mislead,
and deccive. When we speak of our holy religion let us speak of it,
and distinguish it by proper epithets, such as the scriptures afford,
instead of those vain delusive epithets, which the wisdom or rather the
folly, of' men has invented.

THAT JESUS IS THE CHRIST.

Georse Kive isthe name of a man;but that George is king, is a pro-
position that expresses what either is, or is not a fact. And that George
is the king is a proposition not only more definite than George s king,
but it expresses something more. It expresses thathe is either the chief
of kings, or that he is the king spoken of or referred to by the speaker.
This, we presume, is apprehended by all. Now, Jesus Christ is the
pame of a person; but that Jesus ¢s Christ, or that Jesus s the Christ, is
& proposition that is either true or false. In the four gospels, or during
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the lifetime of the Messiah, the term Christ was never applied to him as
a proper name, but as an appellative. After some time it was used as a
proper name, and frequently without the name Jesus attached to it, de-
signated the Saviour. Thus, when Matthew wrote « the lineage of
Jesus Christ,” he uses the wurd as a proper name; but it is obvious to
all from the perusal of the four gospels, espceially in the original, or in
Camplell’s improved translativi, that the term Chiist was never addres-
sed to the Saviour, while on easth, as a proper nanme, but as an appella-
tive. ‘The use of the article in the Greek is lost in many places in the
English, by the neglizcnce, or misupprehiensions of king Jutnes® transla-
tors,—Dr. Campbell observes in his Preliminaty Dissertations, vol. i.
p. 223. « If we were to judge by the common version, or even by most
versions into modern tongues, we should consider the word as rather a
proper name than an appellative, or name of office, and should think of
it only as a surname given to our Lord. Our translators have contribu-
ted greatly to this mistake, by very seldom prefixing the article before
Christ, though it is rarely wanting in the original. The word Christ
was at first as much an appellative as the word baptist was, and the one
was as regularly accompanied with the article as the other. Yet our
translators, who always say the baptist, have, one would think, studious-
ly avoided saying the Christ. This may appear, to superficial readers,
an inconsiderable differcnce; but the addition of the article will be fuund

" when attended to, of real consequence for conveying the meaning in
English, with the same perspicuity and propriety with which it is con-
veyed in Greek. So much virtue there is in the article, which, in our
idiom, is never prefised to the namec of a man, though it is invariably
prefixed to the name of office, uuless whete some pronoun or appropii-
ating expression renders it unnecessary; that, without it, the sensc is al-
ways datkened, and sometimes marred. Thus, in such expressions as
these, This Jesus whom I preach unto you is Christ—Paul lestified to
the Jews that Jesus was Christ—Showing by the scriptures that Jesus
was Christ—the unlearned reader forms no distinct apprehensivn, as the
common application’of the words leads him uniformly to consider Jesus
and Christ, as no other than the name and surname of the same person.
It would have conveyed to such a reader precisely the same meaning to
have said, Paultestified to the Jews that Christ was Jesus; and so of the
rest. The article alone, therefore, in such cases adds considerable light
to the expression, yet no more than what the historian manifestly conveys
to every reader who understands his language. It should be, therefore,
Paul testified to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ, or the Messiah, &e.
Mauny other examples might be brought to the same purpose; but these
are sufficient.”

That Jesus is the Christ is proposed to us as a fact in the New Tes-
tament. But what is impiied in the term Christ? John tells us that it is
a correct translation of the word Jlessiah. Now both terms denote one
and the same thing; for Messiah in Hebrew, and Christ in Greek, signi-
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fy anointed. 'That Jesus s lhe anointed, is, in our tongue, equivalent to
Jesus ¢s the Christ. But still & question may occur, What is the mean-
ing or peculiar import of the term anoinfed in this connexion? To this
we answer {rom the Bible, that persons designed for the office of king,
for the office of high priest, and, sometimes, for the office of a prophet,
were, by a divine conunand, enoiated with otl, and thus empowered and
conseerated by God to the oftice for which they were designated.
Thus Saul was called the Lord’s anointed, and this cousideration pre-
vented David from taking away his life when obnoxious to his wrath and
in his power. David also, and the Kings of Judah were thus consecra-
ted and cmpowered to act as hings, as viceroys, under God, over Israel.
In allusion to this ceremony of inauguration, Paul applies to our King
these words, © Thy God hath anointed thee with the oil ot gladness
above thy associates ia office,”” above all the prophets, priests, and kings
that were ever sent to Israel.

Three eminent prophets, David, Isaiah, and Daniel, represent the
promiscd Deliverer as an anointed prophet, an anointed priest, and an
anoiuted King. Isaiah represents him as an anointed prophet, chap. 1xi.
1. ¢ The Lord has ancinted me to preach good tidings to the poor.”
Danicl represents him as an anointed priest, chap. ix. 25. 26. « And
after threescore and two weeks shall the anointed, Messiah and Prince,
be cut off;, but not for himself;”” &z, David in the second Psalm, repre-
sents the alliance of the hings of the earth against the Lord’s anointed,
and sings his coronation upon Zioa the hill of his holiness. The whole
of the salvation which siuful men require is comprised in the execu-
tion of thesc three offices. We are ignorant, guilty, and enslaved.
To remove ignorance, is the oftice of a prophet ; to remove guilt, the
office ol a priest; aud to cmancipate and lead to victory, to defend and
proteet, the office of a king, Now, to believe that Jesus ¢s the Christ, is
to receive him as the ouly prophet, the only priest, and the only king,
qualified and cmpowered by var ITeavenly Futher to instruct us, to atone
and intereude for us, to reign over our conscience, to guide, defend, and
lead us to victory. Iis qualification for these offices, being the Son
of God, the oLy BEGoTTEN of the Father, renders him infinitely wor-
thy of our confidence, and constrains us to trust in him with all our hearts.
To his word, as our prophet, we look for instruction; to his sacrifice and
intereession we look fur pardon and aceeptance; and to him, as king on
the throne of the universe, we yield implicit obedience, and are assured
if we put oursclves under his guidiance, he will lead us to complete and
trinmphant victory. As we have used and may often use the phrase,
¢« Jesus ¢s the Christ,” we thought it expedient to give this brief state-
.ment of the ideas attached to that phrase.”
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THE FOUNDATION OF HOPE AND OF CHRISTIAN UNION.

Messian was born in the city of David, at the awful crisis, the fullness
of time when science had proved itself systematic folly; philusophy, falses
1y called moral, had exhibited its uiter incompeteucy to illuminate the
understanding, to  purily the hewrt, to contrel the passions, to curh the
appetites, or restrain the vices of the world. A scepticism that left no-
thing certain,a voluptuousness thatknew no restraint, a lasciviousness that
recognized no law, a selfishness that proseribed every relation, an idola-
atry thatdeified every reptile, and a barbarity that brutalized every feeling,
had very generally overwhelmed the world, and had grouped those assi-
milated in vice, under every particular name, characteristic of every spc-
cies of crime. Amidst the uncertainty, darkness, and vice that over-
spread the carth, the Messiah appears, and lays a foundation of hope,
of true religisus union, unknown, unhcard of, unexpected among men.
The Jews were united by consanguinity, and by an agreement ina ponde-
rous ritual. The Gentiles rallied under every opinion, and were grouped,
like filings of stcel around a magnet, under every possible shade of ditfer-
ence of thought, concerning their mythology. Solong as unity of opinion
was regarded as a proper basis of religious union, so long have mankind
been distracted by the multiplicity and variety of opinions. To establish
what is called a system of orthodox opinions as the bond of union, was,
in fact, offering a premium for new diversities in opinion, and
for increasing, ed infinitum, opinions, sects, and divisions. And whatis
worse than all, it was establishing self-love and pride as religious princi-
ples, as fundamental to salvation; for a love regulated by similarity of
opinion, is only a love to one’s own opinion; and all the zeal exhibited
in the defence of it, is but the pride of opinion. .

‘When the Messiah appeared as the founder ofa new religion, systums
of religion consisting of opinions and speculations upon matter aud mind,
upon God and natare, upon virtuc and vice, had been adopted, improv-
ed, reformed, and exploded time after time. That there was always
something superfluous, something defective, something wrong, some-
thing that could bz improved, in every system of religion and morality
was generally felt, and at last universally acknowledged. But the gran-
deur, sublimity, and beauty of the foundation of hope, and of ceclesinsti-
cal or social union, established by the anthor and founder of christianity,
consisted in this, that THE BELIEF OF ONE FACT, and that upon
the best evidence in the world, is all that is requisile, us far as fuith soes
to salvation. Thelbelief of Lhis oxE FACT, end submission {0 ONE INSTI-
TUTION expressive of ity °s ell that is required of Heaven to admission in-
2o the church. A ch.istian, as defined, not by any creed-maker, but by
one taught of Heaven, and in Heaven, is one that believes this one fact,
and hassabmitted to one instifution, and whose deportment accords with
the morality and virtue taught by the great prophet. The onc fact is
that Jesus the Nazarene és the Messiah. The cvidence upon which it is
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to be belicved isthe testimony of twelve men, confirmed by prophecy, mira-
cles, and spivitual gifts. T he one dnstitution is baptism into the name of
the Father, aud of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Every such person
is a christian in the fullest sense of the word, the moment he has believed
this one fact, upon the above evidence, and has submitted to the above
mentioned institution; and whether he believes the five points condemned,
or the five puints approved, by the synod of Dort, is not so much as tobe
ashed of him; whether he holdsany of the abstract views of the Calvinists
or Arminiaus, Presbyteriuns, Episcopalians, Methodists, Baptists, or
Quakers, is never once to be asked of such a person, in order to admis-
sion into the christian community, called the church. The only doubt
that can reasonably arise upon these points, is, whether this one fact, in
its nature and neeessary results, can suffice to the salvation of the soul,
and whether the open avowal of'it, in the overt act of baptism, can be a
sufficient recommendation of the person, so professing, to the confidence
and love of the brotherhood. Asto the first of these, itis again and
again asserted, in the clearest language, by the Lord himself, the apostles
Peter, Paul, and John, that he that believeth the fact, that Jesus is the
Christ, is born of God, overcomes the world, has eternal life, and shall,
on the veracity of God, be saved. This should settle the first point; and
as to the second, it is disposed of in a similar manner; for the witnesses
agrec that whosoever confesseth that Jesus isthe Christ, and is baptized,
should be received into the church; and not an instance can be produced
of any person being asked for any other faith, in order to admission, in
the whole New Testament. The Saviour expressly declared to Peter,
that upon this fact, that he was the Messiah, the Son of God, he would
build his church; and Paul has expressly declared, that ¢¢ other founda-
tion can no wan lay, than that Jesus 1s Tug Curisr.” Our transla-
tion reads simply, ¢ Jesus Christ; but the article is in the Greek, and
means just as above. The puint is proved that we have assumed; and
this proved, every thing is established requisite to the union of all
christians upon a proper basis. Ivery sectarian scheme falls before it,
and on this principle alone can the whole church of Christ be built.

it must strike every man of reflection, that a religion requiring much
mental abstraction or exquisite refincment of thought, or that calls for the
comprehension or even apprehension of refined distinctions and of nice
subtleties, is a religion not suvited to mankind in their present circum-
stances. To present such a creed as the Westminster, as adopted either
by Baptists or Paido-Baptists; such a creed as the Episcopalian, or, in
fact, any sectarian creed, composed, as they all are, of propositions, de-
duced by logicul inferences, and couched in plilvsophical language, to
all these who are fit subjects of the salvation of Heaven—I say, to pre-
sent such a creed to such for their examination or adoption, shocks all
common sense. T his pernicious course is what has paganized christia-
nity.  Our sects and parties, our disputes and speculations, our orders
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anl eastes, fo much resemble any thing but christianity, that when we
cater a wodern synagogue, or an ccclesiastical couuncil, we rather seen
to have enterad a Jewish sanhedrim, a Mahometan mosque, 2 Pagan
temple, or an Egyptian cloister, than a Christian congregation.  Some-
tines, indecd, our religivus mectings so resemble the Areopagus, the
Forum, or the Senate, that we almost suppose ourselves to have been
translated to Athens or Rome. Even christian orators emulate Demos-
thenes and Cicero; christian doctrines are made to assume the garb of
Egyptian mysteries, and christian obscrvances put on the pomp and pa-
geantry of pagan ceremonies. Unity of opinivn, expressced in subserip-
tivn to voluminous dogmas imported from Genceva, Westminister, Edin-
burgh, or Rome, is made the boud of union, and a difference in the
teath, or ten thousandth shade of opinion, frequently becomes the actual
cause of dismemberment or expulsion.  Christianity consists infinitely
more in good works than in sound opinions; and while it is a joy ful truth
that he that believes and is baptized shall be s:ved, it is cqually true, that
¢ he that saith Tknow him, and keepeth not hiscommanduwents, is a liar,
and the truth is not in him.” 1 John, ii. 4.

DIALOGUE ON HERESY.

[The following dialogue actually ocenrred, a shost time since, betiveen a Clergy-
man, and a Preacher of the Gospel. The Clergyman was acting for the time be-
ing, us agent for the Bible Society; and vn entering the stud) of the Preacher,
after the usual salutation, accosted him in the followmﬂr manner:—]J
Rev. Mr. Mx ~.—1 nced not ask you whether you need a Bible for

your family, as I sce several lying around you.

Ma. CLemext.—No, sir; I think jou have >u‘ﬁ'1ent cvidence that we
are not destitute ofthe good book.

Me. M. Well, fiiend Clemeut, can younot contribute something for the
destitute?  We are called upon by a General Agent of the Bible Society
to pay for some Bibles we got for sale and distribution, and are unable to
meet his demands against us.  Can you not assist us by a donation?.

Mr. €. On refleetion I know one who I think wishes to have a new
copy of the Old and New Testament, and who will aceept it from me.
Please let me have one. [ IPhile Mr. M. s handing the bible, and Mr.
C. is paying for it, ke proceeds to observe.]—Mr. B, Iam glad upon the
whole, to sce you employed in distributing the bible without note or com-
ment. In so doing, you and the socicty are sapping and mining the
foundations of jour own scctarian ¢stablishments; for in commending
the naked text, and in putting it into the hands of the poor and illiterate,
you in effect say to thom, ¢ You may understand this and be saved without
my creed and my official «id.?

Mr. M. Oh! Mr. C. I care nothing for party, or creed, or for building

up a party.

L
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Mr. C. I'beg parden, Mr. M. I thought you acknowledged and held
sacred the Westminster ereed as the standard of true religion, and as a
term of christian fellowship.

Mr. M. True; Ibelong to a church which has a creed; but I am no
great advocate for partyism, nor for creeds. I think it well cnough to
have a written creed.  'We have all our opinions of seripture, you know;
and [ think it is nothing amissto let the world know what we think of
the seriptures.  Have you notsome opinions of the Bible, Mr. C.?

Mr. C. Yes,... nany opinions as most persons of my age; but I do not
bind upon any man my opinions. I regard them as private proper-
ty. But do you not bind, upon pain of excommunication, your opinions
upon your society, and thereby make your opinions tantamount to the
very faith of the gospel:—opinions, too, so abstract and metaphysical,
that not more than onc of your preachers in every twenty can so fully un-
derstand them, as to fecl assured that they are correct?

"Mr. M. And do not you inculcatg, as a term of communion, some pe-
culiar opinions of your own, and are therefore heretical, if such be the
true meaning of heresy.

Mr. C. I have often been called a heretic; but most undeservedly, as I
think, and as you would think, methinks, if you would but hear me. I
am 2 Crlloide, not in the papistical sense, but in the true sensc of the
word. I preach, teach, and practise nothing in thegame of the Lord,
that is not as universally admitted, as any article in the christian faith.

Mr. M. Thatis not what I asked you, Mr. C. Have you not some
peculiar opinions about baptism, which you make a term of communion?

Mr. C. No. sir.  In this I am a Catholic, if Catholicisin can on earth
be found.

My, M. A Catholic in baptism! You astonish me: I have been greatly
misinformed if you have not, and do not, inculcate some peculiar views
of baptism.

-Mr. C. You must, then, be misinformed; for yours are the peculiar
views, and mine the general views of all christendom.

Mr. M. Do cxplain how this can be. Do you not contend for immei-
sion alone—and—-— .

Mr. C. Yes. And tell me who itisin all christendom, that believes in bap-
tism at all, who will not admit that a professed believer, immersed in wa-
ter, into the name, &ec. is scripturally and truly baptized. All christen-
dom, Catholic, and Protestant, agree that such an -immersion in water is
baptism. Even the Quaker, who is wholly spiritual; soul and body, says
that such was christian baptism in the olden time. But only a part of
christendom will agree that the sprinkling of an infant, either upon the
engagements of a fleshly father, or a god-father, is christian immersion.
I am, then, the Catholic and you the heretic here, to speak after the man-
ner of the age. All christendom say that what I practise is christian im-
mersion; but only a part agree with you.

Mr. M. Well, well. That—that is not just what I was alluding _to.
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It was about the meaning of baptism. Fave you not some peculiar opin-
ions about what baptism signifies?

Mr. C. No,sir. The creeds of all sects preach just what I believe and
practise in this matter—some with more clearness—others with less; but
all preach it. I can show you my views of the meaning of baptism, not
only in the dircet testimony of the Apostles, but in the words of all the
creeds and seets in the christian world.  The only difference is, they
say and do not: we practise what they precch. :

Mr. M. I thought you had no great regard for our crecds, because you
look upoun them all as heretical.

Mr. C. Ido,indeed, regard all the creeds, that of the Roman Catholic,
and the couuntless creeds of the Protestants, as po-,xtlve]y heretical; yet I

can find the articles of my belief in them all.

Mr. M. How can you find the articles of your belief in so many con-
tradictory ereeds?

Mr. C. The contradictory parts of the creeds arc about opinions not
about belief. T can find all the great facts which I believe in them all.
st 'I'he Apostles® Creed,” as some call it, contains all the prominent
christinn facts. Ican say Ibelieve it, and every other fact found in the,
Catholic Vade Mccum.

Mr. M. Aund ave you a Catholic in faith too?

Mer. C. Yes, in faith, in ordinances, in morality.

Me. M. In ordinances! what do you mean?

Mr. C. I mean the Lord’s day, the Lord’s supper, and christian bap-
tism. I regard the ficst day of every week as sacred to the memory of
the Lord—the supper as sacred to all the disciples on that day; and you
now understand how Catholic I am in baptism.

Mr. M. In morality too!

Mr. C. Yes, all that is called vice, immorality, and sin—all that is cal-
led virtue, morality, and righteousness, by the whole christian world, I
call by the same names.

Mr. M. Do you not practise weekly communion?

Mr. C. Yes; and all christians say it is the ancient usage: all say we
have liberty to do so from the words ““as often;” and all say that if
christians were in a proper frame it would be very comfortable to sit
around the Lord’s table every Lord’s day.

Mr. M. Iam glad to find you so ¢ Catholic;” I had thought that you
were a chtlomst, and a separatist.

Mr. C. This sin, I think, sir, you now perceive lies not at my door,
but at the door of those who make their peculiar views of expediency a
rule for _others, and compel mankind not only to be of one fith, but of
one opinion: I plead for nothing in faith, in religious practice, in morali-
ty, that is not universally 'ldmltted by all t.hu;uans, and reject what is
embraced and contended for by only a few.

Mr. M. I think, sir, if I had time I could find something in which you
are heretical; but my appointment calls me hence.
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Mr. C. At any time when it may suit you and myself I wifl spend a
day with you ; aud will now promise if you find in me one heretical senti-
ment [will give it up.  But let me tell you, sir, that the root of all here-
sy is this: the placing of our opinions, inferences, and sense of cxpedicn-
cy on the same fooling wilh the cxpress lestimony of God. 'T'his is what
all sects have done, in binding their articles of belief and opinion in tho
same culfskin, calling it a creed, and then binding the whole upon the
consciences of the discipies.

Mr. M. Ata more convenient scason_ I will hear thee again of this
matter. FELIX.

TIIE ORIGIN OF THE CORRUPTIONS IN RELIGION, &ec.
Euxhibited from Ecelesiastical History.

MosuerM, vol. i. p. 73, Charlestown Edition.— Another circum-
stance that irritated the Romans against the christians, was the simplici-
ty of their worship, which resembled in nothing the sacred rites of any
other people. 'The christians had neither sacriiices, nox temples, nor
in ages, nor oracles, nor sacerdoial robes; and this was sufiicient to bring
upon them the reproaches of an ignorant muliitude, who imagined
thatthere could be no religion without these. Thus they were looked up-
on as a sort of Atheists; and by the Roman laws those who were charge-
able with Atheism were declared the pest of human society. But this
was not all. T'he sordid interests of a multitude of lazy and selfish priests
were immediately connected with the ruin and oppression of the chris-
tian cause. The public worship of such an immense number of deitics
was a source of subsistence, and even of riches, to the whole rabble of
priests and augurs, and also to a multitude of merchants and artists.
And the progress of the gospel threatened the ruin of this religious traf-
fic and the profits it produced. This raised up new cnemics to the
christians, and armed the rage of mercenary superstition against their
lives and their cause.”—

¢ The places in which the first christians assembled to celebrate divine
worship, were, no doubt, the houses of private persons.” p. 124.—¢ Let
none” says Mosheim, ollading to the first and second centuries * con-
found the Bishops of tais primitive and golden period of the chureh,
with those of whom we read in ihe following ages. For though they
were both designated by the same name, yet they differed extremely in
many respects. A bishop during the first and sccond centuries, was a
person who had the care of one Christian Assembly, which, at that time
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was, generzally speaking, small enough to he contained in a private house.
In this assembly he acted not so much with the anthority of'a master, as
with the zcal and diligence of a faithtul servant—Ece. his. vol. 1, 105.

¢ In these assemblies the holy seriptures were publicly read, and for
that purpose were divided into certain portions or lessons. “I'his part of
divine service was followed by a brief exhortation to the people, in wui-h
cloquence and art gave place to the natural and fervent expressions of
zeal and charity.”> p. 124, 123,

Hawecis® Church History, vol. i. p. 150.—¢ Nothing could be more un-
adorned than the primitive worship. A plain man, chosen fromn among
his 1u1lows, in his common garb, stood up to speak, or sat down to read
the seriptures, to as many as chose to assemble in the house appuinted.
A back room, and that probably often a mean one, or a garret, to be out
of the way of observation, was their temple.”—

¢ As pride and worldly mindedness must go hand in hand, assumed
pomp and dignity require a sort of maintenunce very difierent from the
state when the pastor wronght with his own hands to ininister to his ne-
cessities, and labored by day that he might serve the church by night.
The idea of priesthood had yet scarcely entered into the christian sanc-
tuary, as there remained no more sacrifice for sin, and but one high-
priest of our profession, Jesus Chyist. But on the dissolution of the
whole Jewish economy undar Adrian, when the power of' the associated
clergy began to put forth its bud, the ambitious and designing suggested,
what many of the rest reccived in their siinplicity, that the succession to
these honors now devolved upon them, and that the bishop stood in the
place of the high-priest; the presbyters were priests; and the deacons,
Levites: and so a train of consequences followed. Thus a new tribe
arose, compietely separated from their brethren, of clergy distinet from
laity——men sacrcd by ofiice, exclusive of a divine call and real worth.
The altar indeed was not yect crected, nor the unbloody sacrifice of the
euchavist perfected; but it approached by hasty strides to add greater
sanetity to the priesthood, and the not unpleasant adjunct of the divine
right of tithes, attached to the divine right of episcopacy.” p. 181, 132.—

¢ The simplicity of the primitive worship, contrasted with the’pomp of
paganism, was striking. It was eoncluded by the heathen, that they who
bad neither altar, victim, priest, or sacrifice, must be Atheists, and
without God in the world. Those who were now rising intoself-created
eminence, had therefore little difiiculty to persuade that it would be for
the interest and honor of christianity to remove these objections of the
Gentiles by very harmless but uscful alterations. Though magnificent
temples had not yet risen, the names of things began to change. 'There
were already priests; and oblalions were casily rendered sacrifices. The
sceparation of the clergy, as a body, became more discriminated by their
habits. High-priests must have wmore splendid rol.es than the simple
tunic of linen. A variety of new ceremonies were invented to add dig-
nity to the mysteries of christianity and obviate the objections to its
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meanness and simplicity.  Aud as the populace were particularly at-
tached to their idolatry by the festivals in honor of their heroes and their
gors, and delighted with the games and pastimes on these occasions, the
great Gregory Thaumaturgus shortly afterward contrived to bilk the
devil by granting the people indulgence of all the same pleasures of feast-
ing, sporting and dancing at the tombs, and on the anniversury of the
martyrs, as they had been accustomed to in the temples of their gods;
very wisely and ehristianly supposing that thus, sue sponlc ad honcestiorem
et accuraliorem vitee rationem transirent—of their own accord they would
quit their idolatry, and return to o more virtuouns and regular course of
lite. Imust be exceedingly hard drove for a christian before I can put
such men as Gregory Thauwmaturgus into the number.” p. 182, 188.—

¢ Constantine having become the conqueror of Maxentius, and as it
seems chiefly by the supportof christians, his favorto them increased in
great munificence to build them churches, and in abounding liberality
1o their poor. Their bishops were honored by him aud caressed, and
their synods held and supported by his authority.” p. 246, 247.—

« Having now no longer a competitor, Constantine resolved to take
the most decided part with the christians, He prohibited the heathen
suerifices and shut vy the temples, or converted them to the purposes of
christian worship. e universally established christianity, and tolerated
no other religion openly throughont the bounds of the empire; the justice
of which Idoubt, and cven the policy. I sce no right to compel even an
idolater, contrary to his conscience.” p. 247.

¢ The bounties he bestowed, the zeal he displayed, his liberal patron-
aze of episcopal men, the pomp he introduced into worship, and the
power invested with general councils, made the chureh wppeor great
and splendid; but I diseern not a trace in Constentine of the religion of
the Son of God.” p. 248,—

¢ I am persuaded that his establishment o Christianity, and of those
bishope whom particularly at last he most espoused and favoured, con-
tributed beyond any thiug to the awful dcbasement aud declension of
true religion; and from him and his son Constantius evangelical truth
suffered in the spirit of christian professors, as much as their persvns
had undergone from Dioclesian or Galerius.” p. 249,

¢ The church now in csteem of some, was exalted to the highest pin-
nacle of prosperity, invested with vast autherity ; and the episcopal order
collected in synods and councils, with almost sovereign dominion. The
churches vied in magnificence with palaces; and the robes and pomp of
service, imitating imperial splendor, ecclipsed paganism itself, with mi-
tres, tiaras, tapers, crosicrs, and processivns. It outward appearances
could form a glorious church, here she would present herself’: but these
meretricious ornaments concealed beneath them all the spirit of the world—
pride, luxury, covetousncss, contention, malignity, and every evil word
and work. Heresy and schism abounded, and wickedness of every kind
like a flood, deluge 1 the christian world: whilst the heads of the church,
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more vagaged in controversy, and a thousand times more jealous about
sccuring and increasing their own wealth aud pre-eminence, than pre-
senting examples of humility, patience, deadness to the world, and
heavenly mindedness, were, like gladiators, armed in all their councils,
and affected imperial power and pomp in the greater dioceses.” p. 261.

While the scriptures plainly point out the ofice of the Bishop or El-
der of'a Christian church, and enforce the importance, qualifications and
duties of the office, they give no hint for the distinction between clergy
and laity among the disciples of the Lord.

Dr. Campbell, Professor at Aberdeen, onc of the most approved
biblical critics of any age, in his Lectures on Ecclesiastical History, ex-
poses the evil and absurdity of the distinction, as well as the means by
which it"was established—and his arguments have more weight, as he
belonged himselfto the established Church of Scotland, in which the dis-
tinction is held, and wag himself ane of the boady.

Campbell’s Lectures on Licclesiastical Hislory, vol. 1, p. 297,— Before
such tenets as these, which savours so much of the views of an aspiring
faction, and so little of the liberal spirit of the Gospel, coud generally
obtain, several causes had contributed in preparing the minds of the peo-
ple.—On every occasion, the pastors had taken care to improve the re-
spect of the lower ranks, by widening the distance between their own
order and the condition of their christian brethren—and for this purpose
had carly broached a distinction, which in process of time, universally
prevailed, of the whole christian commonwealth into clergy and laity.
The terns are derived from two Greek words (Kleeros) lot or inheri-
tance, and (laos) people. The plain intention was to suggest that the
former, the pastors or clergy, (for they appropriated the term Klecros to
themselves,) were selected and contradistinguished from the multitude as
being in the present world by way of eminence, God’s peculium, or spe-
cial inheritance. Tt is impossible to conceive a claim in appeavance,
more arrogant, >r in reality worse founded.—God is indeed in the Old
Testament said to be the inheritance of the Levites.  But no whete is
the tribe of Levi called God's inheritance (or Kleeros) though that ex-
pression is repeatedly used of the whole nation.—Concerning the whole
Israclitish nation, Moses who was himself 2 L.evite, says in an address
to Gad, Deut. ix, 29, © They are thy people (laos) andthine inheritance
(Kleeros) which thou broughtest out Ly thy mighty power.”—The same
persons in the same sentence are declared to be both the p’cople (laos)
and the Kleeros, clergy.—What, says the Canonist, at once laymen and
clergy ? This is certainly absurd; the characters are incompatible; yet it
did not then appear so to Moses.—VWhen we recur to the use of the
term in the New Testament, we find one passage, and but one, wherein
it is applied to persons. 'The passage is in 1 Peter v. 8, which is thus
rendered in our version. ¢ Neither as being Lords over God’s heri-
tage,”(in the original, over God's Kleeros—clergy,) “but being ensamples
tothe flock.” They arc partof a charge givento the Presbyters or Pastors
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relating to their care of the people committed to them who are called
God’s flock, which they are commanded to feed, of whick they are to
take the oversight, and'to which they arc to serve as patterns. ‘The same
persons, therefore, who both in this and the preeceding verse, are styled
the flock under the directions of God’s ministers, the shepherds, are also
called Kleeros, his inheritance, over whom their pastors are commanded
not to domineer. It is somewhat extraordinary, thatin the choice of
distinctions, which the chureh rulers soon showed a disposition to effect,
they should have paid almost as little attention to the style, as they did
to the spirit and meaaing of the sacred book. Let it be observed, then,
in the first place, that this distinction, so far from having a foundation in
seripture, stands in, direct contradiction, both to the letter and to the
sense of that unerring standard.» :

The statemaents made by these historians, confirmed hy a great variety
of documents, establish the fact, that the conjounding of the Jaws’ religi-
on with the christian religion, or the vicwing of the laller as an improve-
ment of the former, has been the fountain of error, which hes, since the
aposlolic age, corrupled the docirine, changed the order, and adullerated
the worskip of the christian chuwrch. 'This, together with the influence of
pagan priests and pagan philosphers, proselyted to the christian religion,
has been the Pandore’s box to the professing christian community.
From this unhallowed commixture sprang all political-ecclesizstical es-
tablishments, a distinet order of men called clergy or priests, magnificent
edifices as places of worship, tithes or fixed salaries, religious festivals,
holy places and times, &e. &e.

ON THE DOCTORATE.

Exiract fiom ¢ lllcr eddressed to the Rev. Dr. Naeman, by the late
cclchraied B. Hall—Maich, 1318.

WiTn respect to your inquiry respecting the Doctorate, I have little
to say more than this, that it docs appear to me to militate directly
against our Saviour’s Irohibition. The term Rabbi, by the consent of
Campbell and the best erities, coincides as nearly as possible with the
modern term Doctor. It was a religious degree of honour, conferred by
their theolagical schools 1o denote a pre-eminence of spiritual wisdom;
and if it has not this import (or ratherif the D. D. hasnot) I am ata
loss (to know) what it micans, nor can I conccive in what manner our
Lovd, supposing it hud bren his acknowledged intention to have forbid-
den i, could have doue it more efivctuaily, consistently with the genius
of the langnage in Which he spake.  Though I am fully ccnvineed sonie
who receive jiare asiemarkable for their humility as the obseurest of
their brethren, and Tinight adduce the instance of Dr. R—d, and Dr. N.
in proof of this assertion: yetit is naturally and intrinsically an sliment of
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vanity, and, no doubt, gratifies that passion insome; and on that account,
as well as for the reason before mentioned, it appears to me abhorrent
from the simplicity of the Gospel.

It is an invention of barbarous, monkish ages—unknown, as you are
well aware, to classic and christian antiquity. It had its origin in the de-
cline of knowledge, both civil and religious, and appears to me to possess a
strong tincture of the barbarity of its origin. In my ears it would sound
like a nick-name, and I am truly concerned it was ever known that such
amark was upon me. I endeavoured tokeep it assecret as possible. In
addition to other considerations, I might add, it has been bestowed with
such a tofal want of discrimination, that it can never add an atom to
the reputation of any man who deservesit. Neither you nor Dr. R. will
derive the smallest degree of celebrity from it; your merits would always
render it unnecessary: in short, my pride would concur with better rea-
sons for inducing me to reject it. .

I hope, my dear sir, you willexcuse the liberty Thave taken in vapiain-
ing my=elf on this subject, assuring you that my high estecin for you is by
no nieans diminished by the slight difference of opinion, nor by another
of much greater importance on the subject of communion. You will
greatly oblige me by keepingthe fact of my diploma as secret as possible.

With ardent wishes for your happiness, I am your affectionatebrother.

The following is copied from the first volumec of the Christian Magazine, printed
in Edinburgh, in 1819.

AN ACCOUNT OF AN INTERESTING OCCURRENCE IN A
LATE JOURNEY.

Havize occasion, some time ago, to travel in the county of ———, [
arrived, on Saturday evening, in the town of . Being a stranger,
I made inquiry of my Lost respecting the places of worship in the town.
He told me there weie two established churches, 2 Burgher, and an anti-
Burgher mecting, an Episcopal chapel, and of late, said he, another meet-
ing has been set up, whose mode of worship is difR -ent from all others.
I was cuvious to Iearn wherein it differcd; but he could give me no dis-
tinet answer, only, he said, that many of the town’s people did not ap-
prove of it, though, he had heard, some of the graver cast liked it very
much. Nexi morning ¥ eayuired where I should find the new place of
worship he had mentioned, and being directed, I repaired to it.—Two
persons, wiom I supposed to be the clders of the church, soon entered.
One of them, after a short prayer, imploring the divine presenee, gave
out a hymn, celebrating the resurrcction of the Lord Jesus. He then
read a portion of seripture from the Old Testament, and another from the
New. That irom the New Testament was judiciously chosen, as illus-
trating some part of what had been read from ihe Old.  Having men-
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tioned several of the members by name, Who were variously afllicted, he
called on onc of the brethren to pray. He was un aged disciple of grave
appearance; his prayer seemed to be the effusion of a heart alive to God—
plain, artless, and appropriate. I was particularly struck by the afiee-
tionate manner i: which he prayed fornhese distressed brethren. It re-
minded me of the apostle’s description of the body of Christ, ¢ Whether
onc member suffer, all members suffer with it.”  After again uniting
in praise, the other elder addressed the church, in terms which made
such an mmpression on my mind, that, [believe, I repeat his words almost
verbatim— 1 have now, said he, brethren, to lay before you a matter pe-
culiarly painful, itis the ease of our brother ———.  His crime is descri-
bed in the fifth chapter of the Galatians, the 19th verse. The fall of our
brother, I lament to say, is well known to the world, and has caused the
cnemies of the Lord toblaspheme. By the oflence of this person (for hedid
not again name him) the church is called to deep humiliation before God.
In this mournful case, we have a striking instance of the fatal effects of
unnecessarily mingling withthe world. This was the first step of his de-
fection, and it paved the way for all that has followed. When first spo-
ken to on the subject, he positively denied it; but has now confessed it to
me and two of the brethren.” [¥ere these two brethren simply attested
the truth of the statement.] Alter a short pause he proceeded— With
the law of our Lord and Master in our hands, we can be at no loss as to
our duiy in ikis caze. That law is explicitly stated in the fifth chapter
of the Isf episila to the Coriathians, from the fourth verse to the end,
(which v read.) Here then, you perceive, brethren, there is no alter-
native; e fiord Jesus conrmands us, both for this person’s good and
that of <he body, to separate him {rom our fellowship.?  The chureh
(who £ now perceived were sitting together in one place) baving signified
their conviction that this was their duty, the clder, with much solem-
nity, said, « We then, as a church of Jesus Christ, and acting by his au-
thority, do, in obedicace to his commandment, separate ———— from
our feilowship.  ISe then prayed, in a very appropriate and impressive
mauner, for the unhappy subjeet of diseipline, that the ordinance of God
which had now been attended to, wmight be blessed to his soul, in bring-
ing him to repentance—and to the churel, in icading them to watchful-
ness, self abasement, and continual depeudance on the grace of Jesus.
After prayer, the 101st psalm was sung, which formed an extremely suit-
able conclusion to the solemn serviee. I never witnessed a seene more
decply aftecting.  The countenance of every person present bespoke his
feelings. How isit, said I to mjysclf, that I have lived so long among
christiaus, and have never, 1l now, sceu this plain and positive law of
Jesus carried into efiect? How beneficial are the Jaws of his kingdom!
how much arc they caleulated-o promote the spiritual life of his people,
and to awaken the thoughtless and inconsiderate! The church now pro-
ceeded to—what I afterwards understood was a stated part of their service
every Lord’s day—the observance of the Lord’s Supper. The simplici-
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ty with which this divine ordinance was attended to, was, in itself, edi-
fying. Tbcheld a representatipn of the unity of the body of Christ, which
1 never before witnessed.  The words of the institution were read by one
of the elders, a few remarks were thert made on the nature of the Lord’s
supper, and on the spiric in which it onght to be observed. He then
gave thanks; and then breaking the bread gave it to the disciples, who
divided it aimong themselves. Having again united in thanksgiving, he
gave also the cup, and when all had drunk of it, concluded with a short
exhortation, and singing an appropriate hymn. This part of the service
being closed, the elder said, ¢ Let us now, brethren, attend to the ordi-
nance of mutual exhortations:*? when some of the members spoke, for a
few minutes, alternately, with much simplicity, carnestness, and evident
humbleness of mind. 'The addresses of the brethren were, properly
speaking, exhortations—ecalculated to excite to the performance of duty,
and to bear with patience, the various suflerings of the present life: each
of them had some relation to the others, and their combined influence
was highly salutary. 1s not this, said I to myself, an exhibition of what
the apostle meuns, when he speaks of ¢ the bo:y of Christ edifying itself
in love?” 'Che exhortations of the brethren were followed by an address
from one of the elders, iu which he briefly recapitulated tire topics
brought forward by the members, and enforced the duties to which their
aticntion had been called.  One of the brethren was again called on to
pray.  After again uniiing in praise, the clder, in a shext prayer, im-
plored the divine benediction on all their services, and entreated the
blessing of God, while they attended to the fellowship ol the saiats, The
church then sat down, when a collection was made, asd the veeorship
closed. The two hours wbich I thus spent with these dear pecple,<vere
among the happiest und most profitable I ever enjoyed on cartii. ¥ bless
Guod, that uncxpectedly I had «n opperiunity of witnessing the ovder of
a church, which commended itselfto my mind, as combinieg cilihe ends
of christian association, and of which ¥ had previously formed some idea
from reading the New Testament.  After an interval the serviee pro-
ceeded, and the time was oceupied by prayer and praise, the teaching of
the clders, and the reading of the word of God; which lust, ¥ observed,
throughout the day formed a conspicuous part of their worship.

¢« Being under the necessity of leaving this towa carly next morning, I
was very desirous of learning their history.  Accordingly, when worship
was over in the evening, U accosted a person whom I had noticed among
the members: “ Sir,» said I, ¢ Tan: a stranger in this place, and was
happily led to your place of worship to-day. Although unknown to any
of you in the face, I trust I am one with you in the faith aud hope of the
gospel. I was very wuceh edified with your order, and would csteem it a
great favour if you would give me some particulars of your history.”” He
very Kindly invited me to his house, and gave me the foilowing interest-
ing detail:— I have no doubt,” said he, ¢ that the motives of your in-
quiry are good; I shall, therefore, without reserve, give you the informa-
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tion you request.  We have met together as a church for these six years
past.  The original members were intimately acquainted with one ano-
ther.  Tach of us had, for a considerable time, been groaning under the
defeets of the societies with which we were then connected. We clearly
perecived that they hore none of the features of the churches set in order
by the apostles; but we sinfully contented ourselves with our condition.
Our chict comfort, as to christian society, arosc {rom assembling toge-
ther onee a-weekin what is called a fellowship mecting. On one of these
ocensions o menther spoke with muelt {reedom on the distresses he felt,
arising from'the eause above mentioned. This led the way to a free
eonveraation; and we sonn found that our listiesses were not that of an
individual, but common to us all. We therefore resolved to walk to-
gether as a church in all the ordin-mecs a1 J commandments of the Lord
Jesus, diligently searching the seriptures to know his will, end fervently
praying to be guided by him.  From that period we have asscmbled re-
gularly on the first day of the week. The Lord has been pleased
graciously to comienance iz, Qur beginning was indeed small; we were
fow and despiseds Imt wallting, as T teust, in the fear of the Lord and in
the comlorts of the Holy Spirit, we have been greatly maltiplicd. 'We
had soon the satisfaction of choesing two of our brethren, with whose
gqualifications we were entively satisficd, as our elders.  Their labours
of love have been much blessed, and one and another have from time to
time heen added to our number.  Our comtunion comiaenced,” he con-
tinued, ¢ in the full conviction fhat we were yiclding obedience to the
Lovd Jesus.  And now we have increasing expericnee of the teuth of our
Saviour's declaration, that if any man do his will he shall kaow of the
doctrine whether it be of God.  ¥We have no standard but the will of our
Baster; and this we find so clearly stated in the scriptures, that, with
the teachable spirit of disciples, we are in no danger of misunderstand-
ing it.” < The brethren,” said I, < appear to have much love to each
other.” ¢ ¥Yes,” he replied, ¢ we know the benefits of christian fellow-
ship: by coming tagether into one place on the first day of the week, and®
regularly observing the ordinances of Christ, we not only get better ae-
quainted, but our interest iv each other is greatly promoted. If a bro-
ther or a sister be absent they are immediately missed, and inquiry is
nade for them.  Qur elders know well the situation of every individual:
and in case of distress, the chureh is particularly informed.  Thus our
sick, or otherwise distressed brethren, are not neglected. Christian sym-
pathy is excited, and we are stirred up to the duty of weeping with those
that weep.  In short,” continued he,  we have convincing proof of the
wisdom of all the appointments of Christ, and how eminently the obser-
vance of themiscalenlated to cherish and mature every christian grace, the
people of God are not awave of the loss they sustain by neglecting any
one of them. I was much gratified, said T, by the short exhortations of
the brethren to day; is every brother called on to cxhort in the church #»
¢ Yes,” he answered, ¢ we think the commandinsent to  exhort one ano-
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ther, can be limited no otherwise, than by the Lrother possessing no
talent forit,  Itis the duty of our clders to take cure that the cdifeation
of the church be not marred; and ifa church Le composed of real disci-
ples abuses will rarely ocecur.  We have no right to make laws to our-
selves; it is our proviuce te follow implicitly the injunctions of vur Mas-
ter. A few Sabbuths ago, onc of our brethren, spoke vn the consolations
wliich the gospel allords to believers under the heaviest trials, and with
much fecling urgud the duty of cordial submission to the will of God.
Ihe advice came with peculiar impression, {rom ouc whose deep aillie-
tion was well known to his brethren.  Indeed, who that knows the Lord
is aot fitted to suggest a word in scason, and how gracious is the Savi-
our’s appuintinent, that hi, disciples shoukl comfort one another with the
words of truth.  Individaal capedience thus becomes a general benefit.
The Lord Jesus, my friend, bestows gifis on his people, and every
ouc knows that gifis are improved by cxerecising them.” ¢ But does
not the singularity of your obscrvances, draw upon you the censure of
athers?? ¢ I helicve it does; but, added he, with a look of peculiar satis-
fuction, a {ull conviction that we are obeying the corunandments of the
Lord Jesus, raises us superior to these little obstacles.  'While we follow
our own convictions of duty, and are thanifut, that, in this highly favor-
cd country, every man cujoys liberty to worship God according to his
own conseicnee, we, at the swme time, chiecishh a feving spirit towards all
who truly fear God; we carnestly desire the universal spread of the gos-
pel; and use every means in our power {or the sulvation of perishing sin-
ners around us.” ¥ thanked this worthy man for the free and open man-
ner in which he had talked with me, and, with much regret, bade him
adicu!

Neat morning I pursued my journey, but not without casting a wishful
eyc on the spot where these disciples sojourn.  The occurrences of this
day I shall not soon forget. Never do 1 read of the churches of the New
Testament but Irealize the christians at ——. Send forth, O God! thy
light and thy truth, unite thy pcopie. Thou hast indeed given them a
good law; thy commandments concerning all these things are right.
¢« "Thus saith the Lord, T am the Lord thy God, which teacheth thee to
profit, which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldst go. Oh! that
thouhadst bearkened to my commnandments, then had thy peace been
as u river, and thy righteousness as tie waves of the sea!”
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[The followiug i< the first of a series of comununications now publishing in a con-
temporary Periodical.  As the subject is highly important to all, and treatced by

. this wnter in an ingenious and somewhat novel manuer, we shall lay before

. our readers such parl; of his Essays as appear most calculated to arouse to solemmn
rilection, aud give usctul iustractivn on this interesting subjeet.

CHR[ST’S SBECOND COMING CONSIDERED, WITH THE
RELATIVE EVENTS.
<¢ Behold the Bridegroom comes : go you out to meet himn.”
TO THE READER.

- T nave no party intercst to protuote—will never have. I do firmly be-
lieve (from prophecy and < the signs of the times®’) the world to be ap-
proaching ‘the most eventful period, the most important crisis, cver
known since time began.  'i'he world, and espeeially the chureh, is to
be a theatre of the most tremendous judgments—famine, war, pestileuce,
and fire! Silence is guilt.

- 'T'he foliowing points we propose bricfly to examine:—

I'hat no dispensation or govermment has ever been renovated after
becoming corrupt.

That the present dispensation, comriitted to the Gentiles, has become
corrupt—is to go inte dissolution.

T'hat no dispensation bas ever lasted m~ra than two thousand years.

That the Millennium, or Christ’s Jxm'"l.:a' Reign, is to be a new dis-
pensation.

'Fhat Christ is to make a second advent into the world, to be seen by
every eye, and acknowledged as the ¢ King of kings.”  Is such an event
possible or jnobable? Vw’l w0 will zay it is ')ot possible? Who dare use
one argument in favour of the dangerous negative? And that it is pro-
bable, we shall proceed to show.

Reader, avail yoursclf of all that can be said on the subject. Nothing "
can be gained by disbelieving—mueh may be lost.  Alarming prophecies
concentrate on the dissolution of the church, and not on nature. Some
of the above points arc almost selfevident, aud need hut few arguments.

To the glory of God, and the good of man, do I devete the following
pages.

'TIIE BIBLE.

No other book comes with such claims of divine origin—with such
claims on the obedience of man. None other with such holy admoni-
tions and purity of precept—noune other so rich in promise, consolation,
and reward to the virtuous; or terrible in threatenings and penaliics to
the vicious and disobedicnt. It carries accounts out into another state of
existence, summoning delinquents before a tribunal beyond the Timits of
human vision—a tribunal which can never err—from which there is no
appeal.

The Bible is a perfect rule of faith and practice. A man cannot read
it without gaining knowledge, or practice its precepts without rencewing
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Lis strength.  Who can read, without loving its holy preeepts? Oc who
obey, withont becoming more like the DivineiAuthor? He who converses
most with his Bible, converses most with his God, and he who converses
most with his God, assimilates most to his image.  Its precepts are mikd,
pure, and simple—its reward is immortality. Revelation first inspirved
in man the hope of a resurrection. It alone has shed a divine lustre on
the gloomy maunsions of the grave. It holds a bright beacon on her side
of the dreadful pass, and bids us hope that death is not to hold an ever-
lasting dominjon—that the shuabers of the tomb are not to be eternal.
It is impossible uhat philosophy could have ever conceived an idea of
a resurrection; u.aaided by revelation.  Human wisdoia might have shed
the tear of despair on the grave of worth and merit; or sighed an cternal
adicu to the dearest_friends and relations on carth, but for the hope re-
velation has given. ’

"T'he Bible is an inexhaustible treasure; it daily pays the daily cxaminer.
‘We may tirercading any other book; but the relish for the Bible increa-
ses with the perusal.  Iimow not how a good man can neglect this won-
derful book. How can he knew his Master’s will without consulting it?
Can he depute this importaat duty to avother? It furnishes a perfect sys-
tem of morals—a perfect plan of duty. No circumstaness in which a
man can be placed, but it finds him, and is suited to his casc. By it the
man of’ Ged is ¢ thoroughly furnished to every gocd work”—nothing
Jacking—nothing superfluous. Where it condemns, who may acquit?
Where it acquits, who dave condemn?

The Bible furnishes a history of the past, precepts for the present, and
a peep into futurity.  In the past we may often read the history of the
future. God has commonly kept throwing cut a chain of predictions
two or three thousand ycars beforchand relative to the destiny of
charches or dispensations, in order to keep men on the look-out; yet, in
spite of all these things, the cvents find the bulk of mankind in an un-
prepared state. :

Men always fancy themselves in the most favoured age—that the hap-
py religion, the faveured dispensation in which they live, will be handed
down from generation to generation, till the very end of time—will be
succeeded by eternity itself.  "This often prectudes investigation, and
predictions relative to the close of dispensations are applicd to times the
most remote——to ¢vents the most distant.

Prophecy will as certainly point us forward to an event, as the eveut
will point back to the prediction. There can be no more certain applica-
tion than there is ground for expectation.  Prophieey or precept can have
no private interpretation. An incomprehensible revelation is a contradic-.
tion in terms—is not a revelation atall.  Prophecy is as much revelation
asprecept. Prophecies, not suited to the capacity of the povr—the com-
mon people—forfeit a claim on the obedience of nine-tenths of mankind.
The poor had the gospel preached to thew: so the poor must be interest-
cd in the prophecjes, vr there must be inconsistencey in the divine admin-
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istration. ‘There can be no special application, no threatenings, bless-
ings, or calamity, but will embrace the rich, the poor, the bond and free,
who may be found obeying or disobeying the commund of God.  Prophe-
cy is intended to prepare and to conlirm.  What proparation can we
make when we cannot understand?  What confivimation, when there is
a doubtful nccomplishment? Where the wisdom or the goodness in suy-
ing, ¢ Blessed is ho that keopth the sayings of the prophecy of this
book,” aud deliver the sayings and prophecies in an unintelligible lan-
guage? Why command us to watch as for the approach of a thicf, and
no object given for which we are to watch? For what are wo to watch?
For a reed shaken with the wind—a storm of thunder and hail—an inva-
sion of the Saracens—n Spanish armada—a Freuch revolution!!! "Fo all
these things have the prophecies been applicd.  But the Master says:
“Behold 1 come as a thief'; blessed is he that watches.” Now here is
" an object 3 the coming of the Master, and the relative events.

Propheey was given out of good Will to man.  What good will? In
giving alarm without providing a refuge—without showing the point of
danger, and a place of satety! God, in love, has always siven us fore-
warning of some kind, betore the fatal stroke—before the ministers of
vengeaunce exceute theie dreadful conunission on corruption.—A Noah
preached before the flood, a Jeremiah prophesied before the evil day,
and Christ wept over a devoted Jerusale, before jt was swept with the
besom of destructiom.  Aud the same God of merey, justice, and truth,
has left on record many predictions of the most alarming kind, which
have had noaccomplishment, and can have no direst allusion to the gen-
cral Judgment, or the close of time, but arc unaveidably connected with
the present Geatile church aud its destinies.  God has always saved a
reinnant—a faithful, obedient few, who tremble at his word.

No dispensation has ever closed, but with a day of sore calamity; nor
have general sore judgments ever fallen, but for corruption.  If they be
threatened, or poured out, it is for one universal cause—incurable cor-
ruption. .

Another fact, no less notorious, is this: No dispensation, after becom-
ing corrupt, has ever been restored to primitive purity; and another fact,
no less alarming, and which should have a special bearing on the world at
the present day, is, that no dispensation, or moral administration, institu-
ted by the Ruler of the universe upon carth, has ever been continued longer
than zbout two thousand years; nor is there one single text in the Bible,
affording suflicient warrant that the present dispensation, committed to
the Gentiles, is to last longer, or even that long. Nay, we belicve the
signs of approaching dissolutio~ appear. The harbingers of this tre-
mendous crisis may e seen. 'T'he ery is heard,  Beheld the bridegroom
comes! go you out to meet kim,”

Our design is t arouse to investigation, to sound alarm. A most
eventful day is approaching the world;—the world mostly aslecp, pricst
and people.  We propose showing, from the * signs of the times,” from
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prophecy. from reason and analogy, that the present moral administra-
tion,—the dispensation committed to the Gentile church,—is drawing to
a close—has hecome corrupt—is never to be renovated—is to go into
dassolution—is to be swept with the ¢ besom of' destruction’—is to be
rolled together liko a useless seroll, with all its appendages, and laid
aside, before the introduction of the Millennium, or Christ’s universal
reign.

Thoe Millennium is to be a new dispensation, as different from the pre-~
sent as the present is from the past.” Jts harbingers are ta be famine,
war, pestilence, aund five.  'We are to he devoted to the literal fulfilment
of propheey, especially in what relates to Christ’s second advent into the
world. ‘T'o the Apocalypse!—it is high time the meaning of this myste-
rious book was examined;—no time to be lost: and I do affirm, regard-
less of contradiction, that all the alarming predictions in the Bible,
standing unfulfilled, concentrate on the dissolution of the church, or the
present dispensation:—not on nature, at all.

Having thus far premiscd, we will first briefly touch upon a few
items of

CIHURCII CORRUPTION.

All will acknowledge, at once, that the christianity of the world, taken
atlarge, is much adulterated, fullen, shorn of its glory, compared with
what it was in its primitive state; that it will not stand the test of the
taered oracles. In the very fuce of reason, or the Bible in full viow of
Ged's former dealings with old corrupted dispensations, the majority of
the world will believe that God, in the plenitude of his mercy, wiil over-
ook human imperfection, and accommodate himself to the corrtiption of
the present dispensation; or, as a sovefeign, in his own #ime and way,
will renovate the church, and that she will then ¢ come up out of the
wilderness, laaning on her befoved,” &e.  Thisis hoped, this is believed,
rather than believe God’s word, or that he will resort to his usual method
of renovating corrupted dispensatioffs.

Some may say that truth will prevail. Does not the history of the
world contradict this, and counnon observation teach a different theory?
If error were not too strong for truth—aye, for tlee Bible,—truth would
heal the corruptions of the day. Do the divisions, the div »rsities of opi-~
nion, the conflicting interests, the warring elements of christianity, ori-
ginate in truth, or in erroi? None will say in truth. Truth does not
heal them;—for this plain reason: it cannot. It is too weak, and necds
the physical hand of God, occasionally, to avenge its wrongs. Now, in
spite of truth, error and corruption have gained a'dreadful ascendency in
the church. On what principles can we expect truth to cast ant e de-
mon? Does corruption ever purge itself? If truth was too weak to pre-
vent an evil, how can it cure? Itis easier to prevent disease than to
heal.

Vor 1 N
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‘T'he christian world, at the present day, is dreaming about restorations,
Millenniums, &ec. without examining on what ground they are to be
brought about. Effects always correspond with a relative cause. A
cause will always produce an cleet exactly in proportion to its strength,
in the natural or moral world.  Need we argumnent to prove that there is
a morbid action in the system, when the symptoms of death appear in
every feature? What a contrast between the present and primitive chris-
tianity ! Just assoon may we cxpect a streaun to rise abuve its fountain,
as expect erime to ceaxe uncaused, error to lay down its hostility to truth
or corruption to purify itself.  Nothing but the ph_yaxcul Land of God,
the last resort of heaven, will Lring the world to sce; aye, to feel. No-
thing clse will check the mighty tide of vice.

‘The world is ripening for the sickle. Iwould ask, When is the church
to rise interrenovated strength, deck herself the Bride, the Lamb's wife;
evangelize the world? What is she doing? What has she done?—Made
a few hundred converts, in as many hundred ycars. In the hcathen
world there are probably more than an hundred thousand souls, twiee
told, born into the world, for one converted to chiistianity. The last and
only resort, isthis: That God as a sovereign, having all power in his
hands, can, in his own ¢time and way, bind Satan, put forth his mighty en-
ergy, pour out his Spirit, revive his work, and renovate the church: for
who may limit the Almighty > We may limit the Almighty to his word, to
his usual manner of dealings with the world, to his former mecthod of
healing incurable corruption.  Long abused mcerey, warnings and threat-
nings long disregarded, huve alwuys been toliowed by judgments.

The flood, the destruction of Jerusalem, with many other circumstan-
ces of notoriety, witness the alarming truth, that God occasionally touch-
es the world with his finger, when men grow coriupt and forget that the
Almighty rules: he then leaves an evidence of his footsieps, a monuncent
of divine displeasure, a dreadful warning to following ages, of the consc-
quences of corruption. I"or such an event as this, the world is fast ri-
pening.  But more of this hereafter.

I have no wish to enterupon controverted ground; my object is to show
the utter impossibility of evangelizing the world, lll)del the present ad-
ministration; because the world is growing worse: there is a dreadful in-
erease of crime, in spite of human effort; aml God (to speck with rever-
ence) will be compelied to increase the present ratio of light and motive,
convert the world by power, or resort to the scourge. I do admit that
there are partial revivals of vital piety,—short-lived, generally—some
occasional vigorous pulsations about the heart, while the extremities are
cold and stiffin death. It is like the glow on the cheek of consump-
tion; like a frenzied imagination, fancying itself hale and strong, on the
verge of dissolution.

To be continued.
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THE WILL OF JOHN CALVIN.

In the name of God. To all whem it may concern: be it known that
n the year 1564, and on the 25thday of the month of April, I, Picre
Chenelat, citizen and sworn notary of Ceneva, having been called in
by Johu Calvin, minister of the word of Gud, in the church of Geneva,
and citizen of the said Genevay who, being indisposed in body, but of
sound aud disposing mind, hath declared to mse his wish to make his last
will and testawent: desiting me to write what hie should dictate and pro-
nounce; which at his said request T have dene, and written what he hath
dictated to me, and pronounced word by word, without omitting or ad-
ding any thing thereto, according to what followeth: - In the name
of God, I, John Calvin, minister of the word of God, in the church of
Geneva, finding my scif' so much reduced by varivus maladies, that I can-
pot but think that God will shortly remove me vut of this world, have
ordered to be made and written my testament, and declaration of my
last will, in form and manner following:—

« First, T give thanks to God, that, taking pity on me, whom he hath
created aud placed in this world, he hath delivered me out of the
thick darkness of idolatry, into which I was plunged, and hath brought
me into the light of his guspel, and made me a partaker of the doctrine
of salvation, whereof I was most unworthy. Aud he hath not only gently
and graciously borne with my faults and sins, for which I deserved to
be 1¢jected of him and cast out,but hath vouchsafed to use mylabours in
preaching and publishing the truth of his gospel.  And I declare that it
is my wish and intention to continue in the same faith and religion, hav-
ing no vther hope or refuge but in hisgratuitous adoption of me, upon which
i> founded all my salvation: embracing the grace which he has given me
in Jesus Christ, and «ccepling the merit of his death and passion, that
so all my sins may be buried; and beseeching hini so 1o wash and cleanse
me in the blood of that Great Redcemer, which was shed for «ll poor sin-
ners, that in his image I may appear before his fuce. I declare also,
that, according to the measure of grace bestowed upon me, I have en-
deavoured to teach his word in its purity, as well in sermons as in writ-
ings, and endeavoured faithfully to cxpound the Holy Scripturcs; and
that in all the disputes which I have had with the enemies of truth, X
have uever used cither craftiness or sophistry, but have fairly maintain-
ed the truth. But, alas! my zeal, if it deserves the name, has been so
colkl and unworthy, that I feel myself highly indebted in all, and
through all: and if it were not for his infinite bounty, all the zeal
I have discovered woull appear light as smoke, and the graces which
he has bestowed upon me would only render me more guilty ; so that my
only refuge is, that He being the Father of mercy, I trust he will be and
appear the Father of so miserable a sinner. Further, I desire that my
pedy, after my decease, may be interred in the customary manner,
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awaiting the day of a blessed resurrection.  With respect to the proper-
ty which God hath given me to dispose of, I name and appoint as my
only beir, wy well-beloved brother Anthony Calvin; nominally leaving
to him only the cup which I received from Monsieur de Varennes, beg-
ging hing ro be content therewith, which Tam persuaded he will be; know-
ing that I have 1o other metive than that what little Ileave may descend
to his children.,  TFurther, I leave to the college ten erowns, und to the
purse for puur strangers, the same sum.  Also, to Jane, the daughter of’
Charles Dustan, and of my half sister on the paternal side, the sum of
ten crowns.,  Further, to Samuel and to John, sons of my said brother,
my nephews, each forty crowns. And to my nieces, Ann, Susauna, and
Dorothy, each thirty crowns. As tomy nephew David, as he hath
proved but light and trifling, I bequeath to him only twenty crowns, for
chastisement. This is in suin, all the property which God hath given
e, as far asI am able to ascertain it, in books, furniture {and othevr
#tings. Should it, however, prove.more, I desire it may be distributed
between my nephews and nieces aforesaid, not excluding my necphew
David, should God give him grace to be more circumspect. But I be-
Jieve that with respecs to this, there will be no difticulty, especially when
my debts are paid, which I have given in charge to my brother, upon
whom 1 can depend; naming him executor of this testament, with Lau-
rent di Normandie, giving them full power and authority to make an in-
ventory of, and to scll my goods, to procure money, in order to comply
with the contents hereof. Dated this 25th day of April, 1564.  So be it.
JOHN CALVIN.»

And so0 John Calvin died leaving neither wite, son, nor daughter, worth
not more than 230 crowns, as merchants and traders would say. Bat is
it not worthy of remark. how much moral power a person may have in
society, accompanied with little or no pecuniary power? and how often
do we see great pecuniary power associated with the least conceivable
degree of 'moral power? The talents of some men do more for society
than the wealth of a Craesus, or the sword of a Cewmsar,

The will of Calvin furnishes another proof. that men ofteu feel fiee
agency one way, and reason another; and that after the verbiange of con-
troversy is pruned off. the points of agreement are more numerous and of
incomparably greater magnitude than the points of disagreement, even
between the fiercest Protestant antagonists. John Calvin strenuously
contended for special atonement; and yet, when dictating his last will
and testament, wiinessed t6 by Theodore Beza and other distinguished
men, he rejoices to think and feel that Jesus ¢ died for all poor sinners.”

The tincture of the system, the moral tinge of his Institutes, is never-
theless apparent in his feelings as expressed in his will.  On the subject
of remission he speaks vaguely, and it appears to have been with him
rather an objectof hope, than a matter of fruition.
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SCRIPTURAL AUTHORITY ¥FOR THFE WEEKLY OBSER-
VANCLE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER.

ArE we left to our own diseretion as to the frequency of ohserving this
Ordinance? T'o answer this aright, the following guestions should be
previously considered.

1st. Arc the worship and order of the church of Christ, in ev. rv age,
to be regulated, in all respeets, by apostolic precept and example.

2dly. Can we ascertain what apostolic precept aud example would lead
us to, in respect to the frequency of observing this particuler ordinance?

First. The scriptures teach us that the Apostles were divinely inspi-
red, and qualificd infallibly to teach the churches the whole will of God.
As Jesus Christ was the Apostle of the Father, sent to reveal him tc
the world; so he constituted them #%is apostles, gave them the wordy
which the Father had given him, and sent them into the world, to teach
all things whatsoever he had commanded. John xvii. 3—8. 18. Math.
xxviii. 20. After his ascension, he sent upon them the Holy Spirit
to guide them into all the T'ruth, to bring all that he had said to their re-
membraace, and to enable them to proclaim to the world, in the very words
of the Holy Ghost, the whole Gospel of God, in faith and practice. John
xvi. 7—13. Actsi. 5. 8. and ii. 1—4. Cor. ii. 8—18. In speaking and
acting uunder this divine influence, they claim the same submission to
their authority, which is due to God alone; and solemnly declare: « He
that despiseth us, despiseth not man but God, who hath also given to
us his Holy Spirit.* 1 Thes. iv. 8, And they esteemed it u suflicient
test of one’s Leing destitute of the Spirit, who, whatever might be his
pretensions to the possession of spiritual gifts, did not acknowledge, ‘¢ that
the things which the apostles wrote, were the commandments of the
Lord.”” 1 Cor. xiv. 87.

In the exccution of the commission they had received, the Apostles
preached salvation to all that believe in the Lord Jesus Christ; and when
any oelieved and turned to the Lord, they were separated from the world
and instructed in the nature and observance of the ordinances of the gos-
pel. Acts ii. 87—42. and xix. 9. 1 Cor. xi. 2. Neither was there any
differcnce in the nature, time, and manner of observance, of the ordinan-
ces enjoined upon the churches. All were the same in every respect.
¢ For this cause have I sent uunto you Timothous, who is my beloved
son, and faithful in the Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of
my ways which be in Christ, oes I TEACH EVERY WHERE IN EVERY
cuurcH.” 1 Cor. iv. 17. The natural conclusion from all this is, that
the Ordinances enjoined by the apostles on the first churches, are of
continued obligation, as the established laws of that kingdom wh.ch can-
not be moved; and that when churches now obey apostolic injunctions,
and copy the approved practice of those churches, they obey Christ.  In
conforming to this, the only divine standard, we greatly promote the
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unity of the body of Christ; while by departing from it, the disciples arc
exposed to great temptation of suiting their mode of worship and order
to their own inclination and interest; and as these are different in differ-
ent men, the ordinances, insteadfof being a bond of unity and peace, and
their scriptural observance a token of submission to Christ’s authority,
become a source of debate, and of endless, and doubtful disputation.

Secondly. 'We can ascertain what apostolic precept and example
would lead us to, inrcgard to the frequency of observing the ordinance
of the Lord’s Supper, as easily, and supported by the same evidence, as
we can ascertain the apostolic, consequenily, the divine authority of ob-
serving, or sanctifying the first day of the weck as the Lord’s day. The
church in Jerusalem ¢ continued stedfastly in the apostles® doctrine and
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in praycrs.” Actsii. 42. We
have here presisely the same evidence, that this ordinance was a stated
part of their worship, as that they assembled at all statedly, or statedly
obscrved any other ordinance when- assembled together. In Acts xx. 7.
we have a distinet example of christians meeting for worship on the first
day of the week, and that one of the chief objects for which they assem-
bled together on that day, was the observance of this ordinance: ¢ And
upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break
bread, Paul preached to them.” This direet, and plainly stated exam-
ple, is quite sufficient to warrant any church to go and do likewise; and it
will not be an easy task to show, upon what authority any chuarch, hav-
ing before them this example stated by the Holy Spirit, either may omit
coming together on the first day of the week, or, when assembled on that
day, omit the observance of that particular ordinance, for the special
purpose of observing which, the church at Troas arc expressly said to
have asscinbled together.

The two Institutions, therefore, viz. The appointment of the first day
of the week as the day ~r christians to assemble for worship,and the ob-
servance of the Lord®s Supper by them when so assembled, are supported
by thesame evidence, and stand or fall together. If this passage does not
afford authoritative apostolic example, for the churches to break bread
when assembled together on the first day of the week, it does not afford
an authoritative cxample for their meeting together at all on that day, or
for sanctifying that day. Again, all that regard the meaning of words
must confess, that the frequency of their mecting together, and of their
breaking bread, are expressed in the same terms, so that if the one was
fifty-two times in a year, or twelve, or only once; so was the other. If
they met every first day, they broke bread every first day;—if they did
not break bread every first-day, they did not meet every first-day. The
style of Lulke, in narrating the circumstance, is confirmatory of the fact,
that they did boik on’ exery first day of the week. He does not say, when
the disciples came together on ¢« first day, or on the first day of any par-
teular week, but simply ¢ on the first day of the week,” expressive of a
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stated, fixed custom, or what was invariably attended to on that day.
This may be illustrated by a parallel and familiar case. Suppose thaut,
having previously learned that the late George the third was born on the
fourth of Junc, we read, though only once, in arccord of the transactions
of his time, that on the fourth of June, when his Majesty held a levee,
the Nobles of his court congratulated him on the return of the day.
‘Would we not hence naturally conclude, that this was the stated prac-
tice on cvery fourth of June,—namely, that his Majesty invariably held
a levee on that day, at which the Nobles attended?

This plain pussage of Seripture, Acts xx. 7. ought to be sufficieat to
convince every unbiassed mind, that it was the practice of the primitive
disciples, approved, and consequently enjoined, by the apostles, to come
together on the first day of every week, to break bread, and observe all
the ordinances of the Gospel. The following scripture further proves
the invariable custom of their mecting on the first day of cvery week,
and of their attending te the Ordinances when so assembled; and it en-
joins upon them the regular observance of one in particular,—the fel-
lowshiz, or contribution for the poor saints. ¢ Now concerning the
collection for the Saints, as I have given order to the churches of Gala-
tia, even so do ye. On the first day of the week, or rather, ¢ on the
first day of cvery week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God
has prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.” 1. Cor.
xvi. 1. 2. Hore it is stated, as a thing not to be doubted, that they as-
sembled on the first day of every week to observe the ordinances of the
gospel; and while it is tacitly acknowledged, that they were in general
punctual and regular in this respect, they are specially enjoined, owing
to the urgency of existing circumstances, not to neglect one in particu-
lar, that of the contribution or fellowship. We have then, in Acts xx. 7.
aund 1. Cor. xvi. 1, 2. two approved examples, of its being the customary
practice of the first christians, to meet together every fi3t day, for the
worship of God, and the observance of the ordinances three of which are
specified, viz. breaking bread, preaching the word, and fellowship for
the poor saints. 'This ought to settle the question, as to the day on
which christians should meet, in accordance with apostolic example, for
the worship of God; and it is generally acknowledged to be conclusive,
and thercforc acted upon. But we have further evidence, without re-
gard to the particular day of the weel, that whenever the churches met,
they met expressly for the observance of the ordinances, especially the
Lord’s Supper.

¢ Now I praise you, brethren,” says the apostle, 1. Cor. xi. 2. “that
yc remember me in all things, and keep the ordinances, as I delivered
them t5 you;” and a little after he reproved them sharply, respecting
the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper, not that they neglected it, but that
they observed it in an improper manner; proving at the same time that,
notwithstanding this impropriety in the inanner, their principal design
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in coming together, was to eat the Lord's Sapper. ¢ I hear that there
are divisions amoug you; and I partly belicve it.—When, y¢ cume to-
gether therefore info one place, this is not to eat the Lord's Supper; for
in eating it, every one taketh first his own supper, and one, verily, is
hungry, and another is filled. What! have ye not houses to cat and
drink in? or despise yethe Church of God, and put to shame those who
have not ? What shall I say to you? shall 1 praise you in this?
I praise you not.” 1 Cor. xi. 18-20-22.—Whatever irregularity the
Corinthian Churistians evinced in their menner of ubserying this vrdinance,
it is evident from these words, that the ostenzille purpose of their as-
sembling together was to obauvive it. Tt was then a stuted part of their
worship, whenever they met for worship; and the divinely sanctioned
time, more properly the divinely appointed time for that purpose, was the
first day of the week. On that day, every part of worship was attended
to, even discipline, that most solemn act, of delivering, ¢ in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ,—and with thé'power ot'our Lord Jesus Christ,*
an offending member ¢ unto Satan, for the destruction of the flesh, that
the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.” 1 Cor. v. 4. 5.

By ¢ the Apostles’ doctrine Acts ii. 42. I understand the reading, ex-
pounding and eaforcing the word of God, for the instruction of believers,
and the conversion of sinners.  And ifit can be proved, that a church
of Christ when assembled together on the first day of the week, may
omit, or negleet, without blame, the observance of the Lord’s Supper; it
can, by the same reasoning and evidence, be proved, that they may also
neglect without blame, the reading and expounding of the word of God,
the fellowship and the prayers: in a word, that thercis no act, or time of
worship enjoined upon them; that they are left entirely to their own in-
clination, as to whether, when, or how, they shall worship God at all.

If then the apostles were divinely inspired to reveal the whole will of
God to the chifiches, what they have enjoined by express precept, or
have sanctioned by their presence or approval, must h¢ considered as the
will of God,—the divine directory for the guidance of christians, in
every age. Now we sec that they sanctioned, by their example, the
meeting together of the disciples on the first day of the week, for break-
ing bread, and preaching the word, and enjoined the fellowship to be,
without fail, attended to on thatday. But the last of these is enjoined
to be attended to on the first day of every week; whidh proves that they
ust have heen assembled together then; and in respect to the Supper,
it is proved, that when they came together, the observance of it was one
priucipal part of their assembling in one place. The day reminded them
of their Lord’s trivwmph over death and the grave, and of his entering’into
heaven with his own blood, there to appear in the presence of God for
them; and the Supper reminded them, that he had redeemed them to God
by his blood; that they were not their own, but bought with the precious
blood of tire Son of God, and bound to glorify God in their bodies and spi-
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rits which were his. The meeting together on every first day, and the
breaking of bread on every first day, are thercfore equally of divine au-
thority, and equally necessary to the honour of God, and to the comfort,

edification, aud stablishing in the fuith, of the people of God, in every
age.

A CHURCH IS WARRANTED, BY SCRIPTURE EXAMPLE,
TO OBSERVE THE ORDINANCE OF THE LORD'S
SUPPER, IN THE NECESSARY ABSENCE OR WANT 'OF
A PASTOR.

Tue social ordinances of the christian religion were delivered to the
first churches for their regular observance, immediately on their first for-
mation, or their being collected together, and separated to the service of
God. These are all included in the following description of the primi-
tive practice. “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized:
and the same day there were added to them about three thousand souls.
And they continned stedfastly in the doctrine of the apostles, and in the
fellowship, and in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.” Acts ii. 43
42. The Apostles were enjoined and cmpowered to teach belicvers
“ to observe all things whatsoever Christ had commanded them;” and
they taught the same things “every where in every church.” Math.
xxviii. 20. 1 Cor. iv. 17. The churches, or congregations of belicvers
assembled together on the first day of every week to celebrate the death
and resurrcction of the Lord Jesus, and to observe the other ordinances
appointed for their mutual comfort and edification. Aects xx. 7. 1 Cor.
xvi. 1-2. and xi. 20-26. Heb. x. 24-25. 1 Cor. xiv. 24-26-51.

. No body of men, then, could be recognized as a church of Christ, that
was not regularly observing all the ordinances, asthe apostles had taught
them: and yet we find, in scripture, no instance of a church blamed for
neglecting any of these ordinances; though we meet with one notable in-
stance of a church being praised for its stedfustly observing the ordi-
nances, while it is sharply reproved for the manner in which it observed
them. 1 Cor. xi. 2.17-22. All the churches observed all the ordinances
regularly and statedly, 1. :twithstanding that, through their remaining ig-
norance, as in this case, their manner of observing some of them was
blameable. They must conscquently have been recognized as churches
of Christsubject to his authority, and imitators of the church in Jerusalem,
on account of their stedfastly continuing in all their assemblings together,
‘in the doctrine of the apostles, in the fellowship, and in breaking of bread,
and in the prayers. But this recognition, in mauy of them at least, was
cvidently before they had Elders appointed overthem. Paul and Barna-
bas preached the gospel in Lystra, in Iconium, in Antioch in Pisidia, be-
sides other places. On their return to Syriu, they visited those places,

w conwﬁrming the souls of the bretgren;—'-and when they had ordained
yor L
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them,” (that iz, when the churches had ordained over themselves), ¢ el-
ders in every church, and had prayed, with fasting, they,” (the apostlo
and Barnabas,) ¢ commended them to the Lord on whom they believed.”
Acts xiv. 21-23,—In Crete also, there were many churches, which, for a
length of time after they were collected together, had no pastors; and the
apostle lett Titus there, to direct and oversee the appointment of suitable
persons to that office in all these churches.  And it is worthy of observa=
tion, that while faults are mentioned as existing in these churches, nohint
is given that they neglected the regular observance of the ordinances; on
the contrary, they could not have existed, or been acknowledged by the
apostle as churchesof Christ, had he not known them to have been in the
regular practice of observing them. At thesame time he represents them
as experiencing the inseparable effects of the unnceessary delay of the
appointment of pastors over them to rule, guide, and watch over them,
and instruct them in sound doctrine. ¢ For there are many unruly and
vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the circumeision,—who sub-
vert whole houses, teaching things which they ought not for filthy luere’s
sake.’* They must then have been long in the habit of meeting together
as churches, before these particular evils could have been discovered
among them, and during all that time been obsexying the ordinances, inclu-
ded in ¢ the apostles’ doctrine, the fellowship, the breaking of bread and
the prayers;” and as the Corinthians are blamed, not for neglecting the
Lord’s Supper, bat for their manner of observing it; so these Cretians
are blamed not for neglecting public teaching in the church, but for their
motives, and the manner in which they did it. There were among them
unruly, vain talkers and deceivers; subverting whole houses; teaching
what they ought not for filthy lucre’s sake. Titus 1. 5-11.

That there is no necessary connexion between the observance of the
Lord’s Supper and the pastoral office, so that the supper must be neglec-
ted, unless the Pastor be present to administer it, will be more clearly
sean by carcfully considering the following observations.

1. The Ordinances were delivered to, and enjoined upon the churches,
without any limitation whatever respecting Elders. They areno way con-
nected in scripture with any particular order of men, so that the disciples
must either receive them from their hands, or neglect, or lose the benefit
of them.—It is unrcasonable, as it is unscriptural, to attach to the ordi-
nance of the Supper any such peculiarity of sanctity, as to lead christi-
ans to act on different principles respecting it, from what they do respece-
ting the ordinances of prayer, praise, the public reading and expounding
of the scripture, and exhortation, by so connecting it with the pastoral of-
fice, as to make the presence of an Ordained Minister necessary to give
validity to it, and indeed essential to its existence in a christian church.

2. Is there any thing indescribable or mjysterious conveyed by Ordina-
tion? Is it not simply appointment to an office? Pastors are never
spoken of in Seripture as priests, or apostles, or evangelists, or as their
suctessors, as we too frequently hear them represcuted.  And.indeed if
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this unwarrantable assumption respecting the office were even conceded,
it would furnish no analogous proof, that the Supper must be received
only from the hands of an ordained minister; as neither the Passover
among the Jews, nor the Lord’s Supper among Christians, as far as ap-
pears from Scripture, necessarily required a Priest or Apostle to dispense
and give it validity, even while these offices actually existed. In Pastors
we sce no more than the presidents of Christian Assemblies, chosen ac-
cording to Scriptural rule, plainly defined; 1 Tim. iii. 1-8, Titusi. 5 &e.
appointed to lead, to rule, and to feed the Church of God, by and with
the word of truth; ¢ not novices,” but tried and experienced men,
known tw be the fittest for the important task, by their aptness to teach,
and by their pussessing the other qualifications mentioned by the Holy
Spirit. But the Pastor possesses the authorfty and is bound to perform
the duties, of the pastoral oflice, only in the church which appoints him
to that office. Detached from that body, he canuot Scripturally exerciso
the pastoral office any where else, in virtue of being once ordained; for
he was ordained, or appointed to only one particular charge, namely the
Chureh that chose him. We have no diocesan, no universal Bishops
described or aathorised in the New Testament. There is therefore
great inconsistency in thouse who, while they oppose the sentiment,
that a Church should cat the Lord’s Supper without Elders, are yet
satisfied to partake of it when the Pastor of a distant Church pre-
sides; one who has not, who cannot have, consistently with common
senseor Scripture, any authority, or official character, beyond the bounds
of his own charge. A Priest, was indeed a Priest wherever he went, and
could exercise his office in any or every part of the laud of Isracl. Such
was the constitution, expressly appointed of God, under which he was
made a Priest. Butall the meaning, and all the offices of the Aaronical
Priesthood met, and had their fulfilment in Christ. In his hingdom no
particular order of men is sct apart as priests; for his people are all
alike priests to God, to oficr up spirituzl sacrifices, acceptable through
Jesus Christ. 1 Peter ii. 5.

8. No office, cither in things sacred or civil, is appointed on account of
duties which ceuld not et @l be performed uatil such appointment.
Stated or fixed oilices arc appointed, not because the duties connected
with them must be wholly omitted without such appointment, but be-
causc they, othernise, could not be performed in the same perfect man-
ner. If there were no teaching or oversight of a church, but the mutual
teaching or oversight of the brethren in gencral, the church would not
be so well taught or overseen, as when one, or more, duly qualified,
are set apart, according to thie appointment of God, to that office. Be-
fore the apjoiutment of Deacons, the charitable funds of a church may
be distributed; but not so well, or with so justly discriminating a haund, as
when faithful men are appointed to the ofiice; and when these are ap-
pointed, the duty devolves on them alone, and to that they direc their
particular attenticn. The church therefore have the power, or divine
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right, to do every thing necessary to its own edification, and increase in
numbers and comfort, before they have particular persons appointed to
the oflices, best calculated to effeet this.  Conscquently Believers have a.
divine right to observe all the ordinances of the gospel on, and from their
first being associated together asa church of Christ; otherwise they can-
not, as a body, evidenco their professed subjection to Christ, in obeying
his injunctions to observe all things he had commanded, without some
special interposition of God, in preparing and fitting and appointing to
the over<ight of them, before they unite together in his name, certain
persons to that partirular station and office; a thing v hich he has not
promised, and whick they, therefore, have no reason to expect.

4. Why then should a church of Christ want the ordinance of the
Lord’s Supper till they obtain stated Pastors? The nature, Josign, and
importance of the pastoral oflice docs not require it; while the nature,
design and importance of the Supper, show that the observance of it is
at all times in their power when they assemble together, cither with or
without pastors; and that no ordinance is more caleulated to promote their
spiritual improvement.  The general direction given by Christ respect-
ing its observance is * Do this in remembrance of me.”  What object
more deserving a christian’s constant remembrance than that the Lord
of heaven and carth gave his body to be broken, and his blood to be shed
for them? And who dares, with the fear of God before his eyes, declare
that cliristians, however humble, however untalented, met together in
his name, when he himself; according to his promise, is present with
them, arc not warranted to commemorate his dying love, because they
have not a clergyman among them to bless the bread and wine? VWhere
is the conunand for such limitation of this sacred institution? Or rather,
‘Where is the command, or the example, of the observance of this ordin-
ance being restricted to the presence, superintendance, and dispensation
of an Elder, ur an ordained leader of a church? Nonesuch can be found.
¢ Whether it be rightin the sight of God, to heatken unto you, more than
unto God, judgeye.”  Acts xiv. 19,

Jesus, by saying ¢ Do this, as often asye drink it, in remembrance of
me, hasintimated that it was to be obscrved often; and by promising,that
where two orthree are met in hisname he will be in the midst of them,
he gives assurance to his people, that a greater than the united sanctity
and glory, both of the Jewish, and fancied Christian priesthood can pro-
duce, is present with them, sanctioning their procceding and together with
his Almighty father, holding fellowship with them in the observance of
the ordinance commemorative of his death.

When churches have Elders, and those Elders are present, they ought
and will of course preside at this ordinance, as also at all their meetings.
Butsince the regular and stated observance of all the sociul ordinances is
enjoined upon the churches, without limitation of their having Pastors or
Elders, are not *hev who insist on the presence of an Elder being neces-
sary to give th. _idinance validity, assuming the great responsibility of
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not only adding to the word of God, but also of ¢ making the command-
ments of God of none effect by their tradition?” Restricting what God
has not restricted, and teaching toneglect a positive institution, except us
subject to that restriction, isin reality adding to the word of God. * Add
not thou to his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.”
Prov.xxx. 6. ¢ Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you,
neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the command-
ments of the Lord your God.” Decut.1v. 2. Men never can add to the
word of God, without, by that means, being led to neglect, or sct aside
somt positive comnmand of God. So the Saviour says, ¢ Full well ye re-
ject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition,”
Mark vii. 1-18.  As the concluding book of the Law, contains 2 solemn
prohibition from adding to or diminishing from it, and the prophetic reve-
lation was closed in a similar manner; so the whole Revelation of God to
men is closed with the following awfully solenm words, ¢ For Itestify
unto every man that hearcth the wordsof the prophecy of this book, Ifany
man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that
are written in this book. And if any nan shall take away from the words
of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the
book of life, and out of the holy city, and frrom the things which are writ-
ten in this book. He which testificth these things saith, Surely I come
quickly; Amen. Rev. xxii. 18-20

THE CIRCULAR OF THE NORTH DISTRICT ASSOCIATION,

Whiech mel on the 28d. of July, 1832, in Montgomery Co. Ky.
Tms Association reported 1382 members, and agreed at their last
mecting to divest themselves of every attribute of an ecclesiastical tri-
bunal or authoritative council.

The Circular which appears in their Minutes is written with so much
moderation, christian temper, and good sense, and contains so much
that exhibits a practical regard to the Bible, that we judge it worthy of
a careful perusal by all; though we, or they might not coincide in every
sentiment it expresses.

CIRCULAR LETTER.
Dear Fellow Christians,

I meeting your expectations in hearing from us, through the
medium of a general address, we arc glad to embrace this opportunity
of presenting you with some matters that have fallen under our observa-
tion since the last meeting of the North District Association of Baptists.
‘Whilst we would eumestly urge upon our brethren love and good works,
and for them to keep all the ordinances of the Lord’s housc blameless,

we are sorry to have to address you under circumstanc’, Vot as propiti-
ous as we could wish: for although harmony and christian affection ge-
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nerally prevail in the churches'composing ourjown hody, yet we are sur«
rounded by scenes of discord that mav the happiness and iuterrupt tho
free intercourse of christian enjoyment. We havo not only the united
opposition of all the various sects, but arc even opposed by brethren of
the same hope; and we are assured that nothing can save us from tho
desolations of this fell destroying tcmpest of clerical opposition aud do-
mination but the rich panoply of that gospel whichis  the power and
wisdom of God.”  Whilst we regulate our Jives by a conformity to the
word of God, the shafts of opposition will fall harmiess at our feet. 'We
Brave concluded it best, dear brethren, to notice the principal objections
urged against usby some of our brethren, who have withdrawn their fel-
Towship from us, and which will form, in part, the subject of this address.
And here we beg leave to remark, that let those bretbren say what they
will concerning us, let us never speak evil of them—never return railing
for railing, or reproaches for reproaches—it is unbecoming our characters
as christians so to doj; for, let them act towards us or speak of us as they
may, theirimproprictics should rather draw forth our christian sympathies’
and prayers, and can never furnish us with a justification for violating that
law of Christ which forbids our speaking cvil of any man. Toerr is
human, and we have no doubt but we have many errors to ask forgive-
ness for; and, whilst that is the case, we should always cultivate a for-
giving, kind, and charitable temper, seeing that the scripture saith, that
< jf ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive
your trespasses.” And whilst we are fully aware that perfection belongs
notto any man, or an entire exemption from error to any hody of' peo-
ple, we should cever be ready to accord to others that indulgence for
their weakness and their impropricties which we ask for ourselves. At
the same time we would remarlk, that to persist in erfor, il that error,
can be manifested from the word of God, we utterly disclaim as forming
any part of our character. The first item of objections to which we shall
call your attention as presented by our brethren of the opposition, is—

1. We are charged with denying ¢ the special operation of the_ Spirit
in quickening the dead sinner.”

In answer to this, we in the first place remark, that the expression
¢ special operation of the Spirit” is no where to be found in the Bible,
and in teaching the christian religion in reference to man’s recciving the
Holy Spirit, we prefer the using of Bible terms to those terms invented by
men, because the Apostles would not speak the things of God in words
taught by human wisdom, butin ¢ words taughtby the Ioly Spirit.”” 1 Cor.
ii. 18. We do not believe, neither have we ever taught, that inen could be
christians without receiving the Holy Spirit; but the difference between
us and our opposing brethren, is this:—We teach that the Spirit is rve-
ceived through fuith, whilst we understand them to teach that its first re-
ception and operation is in unbelief. We know of no promise of the
Holy Spirit to any person, in the Bible, whilst in unbelief; but, on the
contrary, the Apostle Paul expressly teaches that « without fuith it is
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{mpossible to please God;» and the Saviour says, (John xiv. 17,)'
that the Comforter, or Holy Spirit that ke would send,  the world can-

not receive.” Our opposers say it can—Jesus says it cennot. Qur op-

ponents say that the sinner must be regencrated by the Spirit before he

believes. Paul says, (Gal. iii. 14.) ¢ that we might reccive tho promiso

of the Spirit through faith,” and not in unbelief. The Saviour says,

(John vii. 85-39.) * He that believeth” [not one that does not believe]

“ as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of
living water. But this spalke he of the Spirit, which they that believe on
him?*’ [not those who do not believe] * should receive,” [not, had received
before they Dbelieved.] Again, Paul, (Eph. i. 18.) < In whom yc also

trusted, after” [not before] ¢ that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel

of your salvation; in whom also, after that ye believed,” [not before]

¢ yewere sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise,”” &c. Again, (Gal

iv. 6.) “Because ye aresons” [that isbelievers Galiii. 26] “God hath sent

forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.” And

Peter, on the day of Pentccost, says, (Actsii. 88.) ¢ Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins, and ye shall” [not, that ye had already received, but ye shall}

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” From the foregoing it is evident
that neither the miraculous nor common gifts of the Holy Spirit were

ever promised to men in unbelief. Now, brethren, we know that if any
man has not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his; and we do teach men
that they must belicve and obey the gospel, in order to the reception and

enjoyment of the Holy Spirit.

The 2d objection is, ¢ that we teach that the mere act of baptism or im-

_ mersion alone can wash away sins; or, in other words, that mere bap-
tism alone constitutes regeneration.”’

In answer to this we say, we do not believe, neither do we teach that
immersion elone can wash away sins, or that it is regeneration. But we "
do believe and teach that ¢ he that believeth” [not one that does not be-
lieve or cannot believe]  and is immersed, shall be saved.” Mark xvi.
16. And we do teach that Peter (Acts ii. 33.) did tell the believing Jews
or those who gladly received the word, to ¢ repent and be immersed for
the remission of sins;* and that Ananias, by the émmediate dirvection of
the Lord, did say unto Saul, (not that his sins were washed away, but)
¢ Arise, and be smmersed and wask away thy sins, calling upon the name
of the Lord.” That the Eunuch, and the Jailor with his household,
heard the word, believed it, were smmersed, and then did rejoiee in the
Lord, &c. &c. &c. And as the Apostlesdid thus teach, so we believe and
80 we teach—and those things which God has joined together we will
70t put asunder.

‘The 8d objection is, that we receive and administer baptism upon * a
bare historical faith;> or that we will baptize any person who merely
says e believes that Jesus is the Christ.

Ag to the torm ¢ historical faith,” it being an invention of men, of
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which the Bible knows nothing, weconsequently have nothing to do with
it; but we do teach that for 2 man to Lelieve with all his heart, through
the teaching or word of the Apostles according te Johu xvii. 20, and xx.
$9-31, and confess it with the 1south, that no man can fuibid water; for
proof of which we refer to Acts viii. 87. And we know we are vight
when we do as the prinutive christians did in the Apostles® day, by the
Apostles’ dircctions.

The 4th and last objection which we shall notice fur the present, is,
that we deny ¢ heart-felt religion, or christian experience.™

This we do humbly conceive has ariscn from a misapplication of
terms. 'We cannot say how a man can have the expericnce of a christian
until he is oge—all the workings of his mind before he becomes a chris-
tian, we could only call faith and repentance, and not christian experi-
ence; therefore, whatever an individual may feel or experience cither in
mind or body, of cither despondency, or hope and joy, before he becomes
a christian, we humbly conceive it would bea great prostitution of lan-
guage to call < chrislian cxpericnce.” ~7e therefore do not call it such;
yet we believe that every christian has fclt these sensations more or less
vivid: but we cannot call or recognize (ucither do they) any man or wo-
man as a christian until they have, by a confession with the mouth of
their faith, and by itnmersion, become one: They may have feltall the
dark and desponding sensations, commonly talked about, and all those
happy and joyous fuelings, and jet, unless they obey the Lord Jesus
Christ, we cannot call them christians or invite them to the Lord's table
—neither do or will any of our opposers. Whilst we admit, then that
those feelings and sensations are experienced by cvery person, more or
less, before they are baptized, we cannot, nevertheless, agree to call it
< q christian cxpericnec;* for the individual has not as yet put on Christ.
We Dbelieve that it is by fuith and obedience an individual has the pro-
mise of the Spirit, and that they do feel and rejoice in the promises of
God; and we do set at naught all Babylonish terms and phrases, not
found in the word of God,and all traditions, and all commandments, and
doctrines of men, and urge all to disregard every thing, as matters of
faith or practice, not foundin the word of God. We, therefore, profess
to be followers ¢four Lord Jesus Christ, and of no mortal man; and our
enemies, who, by way of opprobrium, call us followers of any
man, do (while we are fullowing in the footsteps of Christ) insult
the King of Saints, by robbing God of his own glory and giving it to
man.

You have no doubt heard much about us ar. ! ugainst us on the subject
of reformation, Ly all sorts of pcopie, Baptists, Mcthodists, Presby terians,
&e. &c. and you have no doubt had it rung in your ears again and again,
that we wanted to r¢form religion. Now to set this matterin a light so
clear that we need not be misunderstood by any person in future, we
here say that this isa mistake or a misrepresentation. We want no refor-
mation of religion. By religion, we mean that divine-system of faith
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and worship delivered to us by Christ and kis JApostles, a réformation of
which no man in his senses can or ought to desire; but a reformation of
our lives, as the professcd children of God, we do desire; nay, we do
most earnestly exhort, admonish, entreat, and persuade men to live as
the gospel tells them to live, and not to be running about after the vain
and fuolish things of men's invention.  Brethren, ye know how that the
religion of our Lord Jesus Christ was established by him and his. Apos-
tics in the world, near 1800 years ago: this fact ought to prove to us that
the many opposite systems of rcligions which are now upon the face of
the earth were never authorized by Jesus Christ; and ought not man to
be taught to obey God rather than man—to refornrtheir lives and obey
God's commandments, not man’s?  Should not this bg urged upon all.
Take, for example, the Mecthodist system. The contradistinguish-
ing traits by which this system is known from all others, were
invented in the year 1729, only 102 years ago, by Mr. John
Wesley. Would any man in his senses call this the christian
religion? Ifhe did, then the christian religion is only 102 years old.
Again, the characteristics of the Presbyterian system were in-
vented by Mr. John Knox of Scotland, in the time of Mary, Queen
of Scots, and Elizabeth, Queen of England, in the year 1561—2,
and perfected in its present furm in 1643, when the Westminster Divines
made them a Confession of Faith. Again the Episcopal Church of En-
gland was established, not by King Jesus or his apostles, but by an act
of the British Parliament, passed the 8d of November, 1534, under Henry
VIIL styled by Pope Leo X. ¢ Defender of the Faith,” and afterwards
perfected in the reign of Edward VI, in the year 1547, though her litur-
gy has since been frequently revised. Without noticing the little ones,
this is the origin of these powerful sects of religionists, the oldest of
which is only 297 years old; and should not men be told to reform from
these and turn to the religion of Jesus? And where, pray, can we find
that divine system of faith and worship instituted by Jesus Christ, but in
his word—tbe New Testament? the religion of which was established
1800 years ago, by signs and wonders and divers miracles and gifts of the
Holy Spirit, God bearing also joint witness. It is to that we go; for
no Episcopalian, Presbyterian, or Methodist can say that his system
was established by such signs, wonders, miracles, &c. Then men should
quit them and let them alone. But some of our Baptist brethren say,
¢ Why do you not teach them the doctrine of our confession of faith??
‘Why, brethren, the reason is, from the days of the Apostles we never
had any other confession of faith but the New Testament, down to the
year 1689, and then it was with great difficulty that our brethren could
be persuaded to make one. It was upwardsof 40 years after the West-
minster Divines had made theirs, before the Baptists could be persuaded
to have any thing to do with any but the New Testament—and then but
seven churches agrecd to that. This took place in the city of London,
only 142 years ago; and the Philadelphia Confession was made on the
Vor L r
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25th September, 1742, only 89 years ago; and if we were to stop at their
dates we should greatly fall short of the date of the christian religion.
Now we know that all these things may be reformed but after they are
reformed, what are they? At best it only can be said that it is reformed
Methodism, reformed Presbyterianism, reformed Episcopacy, &c. These
are all matters of men’s invention, and may be reformed, altered, chan-
ged, mndified, or abolished, (as they all will be,) and yet the christian re-
ligion remain unscathed—untouched by their destruction. The world
was once without all these systems, and will be so again; but the christian
religion, which existed 1500 years before the oldest of' them, is destined
to live forever; and we are bold to affirmn that it NEVER can be reform-
ed; but our lives may be: and we do most carnestly desire all men to
shape their conduct—their lives by the word of God, and not by the word
of man. Is this heresy? If itis, then we are herctics. Now we con-
tend for neither more or less than this—that God’s word should be regar-
ded in all cases, and at all times, and under all circumstances, without
glossing or wresting it for any purpose. And now we will tell you why
you should also be in favour of such a reformation too. You know [and
if you do not, if you will read your book you will know] how that the
ten tribes of Israel, after being rent from the house of David 254
years, were, by Shalmanezer, king of Assyria, carried away captive, 722
years before the birth of our Saviour, and have not been correctly heard
of since. One hundred and sixteen years after, the remaining two tribes,
Judah and Benjamin, were also carried off captive to Babylon by Nebu-
chadnezer, where they remained 70 years. You know also that Malachi
foretold the coming of a greatand terrible day of the Lord;but that before
it came he would send them Elijahthe prophet, who should turn the hearts
of the fathers to the children, and the hearts of the children to the fa-
thers. lest he smite the earth with a curse. Accordingly John the Baptist
(the Elijah) came; and what did he do? e came preaching in the wil-
derness of Judea the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins—
that men should bring forth fruits meet for repentance. He came pro-
claiming a reformation of life. As a nation the Jews did not reform, and
the consequence was, the entire destruction of their temple and nation
by Titus the Roman General, on the 10th day of August, in the year 70.
Now what do you suppose were the causes of these tremendous displays
of God’s indignation? By reference to the word of God, it was, first, a
neglect, on the part of the Jews, in attending to the law of Mosges, Se-
condly, by doing or substituting other matters in lieu of tiic law of Moses.
Thirdly, by regarding their traditions or customs(as some of our brethren
are now doing) as of equal weight and dignity with the law of God. By
examining you will find these things are so; for the Saviour you know,
charged boldly upon the Jewish rulers and teachers the arrogance of
sitting in Moses® seat, (thatis, making lawslikc Moses,) of teaching
doctrines and commandments of men—of sciting aside the law of God by
their traditions, And what, let us ask, arc all these contradictory con-
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fessions of faith, disciplines, rules or furmulas, but doctrines and com-
mandments of men? Did Jesus ever command them to be made? Had
he wanted any beside the New Testament, would he not, think you,
made them himself? He certainly would. I God, then, punished the
Jews in the tremendous manner here spoken of, for their neglect of the
law of Moses, and for their substituting their traditions in room of it,
how can we expect tv escape a punishment of which the foregoing judg-
ments are but types, if we neglect to hear his Son in whom he is well
pleased, ‘or substitute in licu of, or in addition to his comnmandments, as
they are laid down in the bouk, any of our traditions, rules, or formulas.

Puter, on the mount of transfiguration, proposed to build three taber-
nacles—one for Christ, one for Moses, and one for Elias. But what
suid the voice from heaven? ¢ This is my beloved Son: hear him.” To
which we respond, Amen! We say, hear the Lord Jesus in all things,
regardless of what men have said, or what they may say; and as he uever
told his Apostles to hear any man, so we tcach no man to hear either
Wesley, or Knox, or Calvin, or Luther, or Gill, or Arminius, or other
men; for if wedid, it would be teaching doctrines and commandments of
men. A greater sin no man can hardly commit, the word of God being
Judge. John says, ¢ Blessed are they that do his comm~ndments,” not
these men's commandments just named jabove, but Christ’s command-
ments, ¢ that they may haveright to the tree of life, and enter in through
the gates into the city.” Brethren, keep yourselves unspotted from the
world—live a christian life—adorn the doctrine of Christ our Saviour—
neglect not the assembling of yourselves together, as the custom of some
is, but be steadfust, immoveable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord. If reproaches and revilings be ours, let us go forth unto Jesus,
without the camp, bearing his reproach: for here we have no continuing
city, but seek one to come. By him, therefore, lct us offer the sacrifice
of praise to God continually; that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks
to hisname. But to do good and communicate, forget not; for with such
sacrifices God is well pleased. Brethren, pray for us, for we trust we
have a good conscience in all things, willing to live honestly. And now
the God of peace that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that
great Shepherd of the sheep; through the blood of the everlasting cove-
nant, make you perfect in every good work, to do his will, working in
you that which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to
whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.




116 Universalism.

UNIVERSALISM.

Tuere is a great deal said in this age upon the universal restoration
of all demons and wicked men to the eternal happiness of saints and an-
gels. It is true that the demons are yctin purgatory, and that those that
die in their sins are to go through a purgatorial punishment proportion-
ed to the number and magnitude of their ~ins, at the allowance of-
years for each transgression according to some systems: and according
to others on the ratio of hundred of years. Satan and his collea-
sues have been out of the presence of’ God now for 6000 years, and how
far they have got through this purgatorial punishment is not yet settled.
Some, indeed, speak with as much certainty upon this subject as if they
had just finished and gone through this pugatorial chasiisement, and vis-
ited our world fraught with intelligence from Hadcs. "They have disco-
vered that all the caveats and threats in the Now Testament are like
the bug-bears, and stories of ghosts and witches, which nurses tell to
their peevish children when they would scare them to slecp. They tell
lies; but it is with a good intentivn. They know there are no ghosts nor
witches to disturb the children ; but it would not be safe to tell them so.
It is necessary to lie.  Just so, when the apostles and the Saviour spoke
of everlasting punishment, and of -everlasting destruction, they knew
there was no such thing: but they found that men could not be governed
or managed without those bug-bears, and were under the necessity of
doing as the nurses aforesaid. They were under the necessity of telling
lies from a good intenticn. They used such words and phrases in repre-
senting the duration of the punishment of the wicked, as they didin repre-
senting the continuance of the happiness of the righteous; yet they knew
that the one was to terminate some fifty thousand years hence, while the
other would never cnd. I have sometimes thought that it was exceed-
ingly ungrateful in those knowing oncs to disclose the secret. For if
God was so kind to them as to afford them a special revelation for their
owan comfort, while he evidently holds out tremendous prospects to the
wicked, ¢n terrorem, itis unkind on their part,to blab out the secret, and
thus divest the governor of the world, of the most puissant means of
Xkeeping it safe for the righteous to live in it. They seem to act the part
of an intruder into the family of a matron who was succeedmng pretty
well in managing her restive children, by the terrors of ghosts and wiz-
ards, hut the intruder tells them their mother is decciving them ; and
thus the little pests seream out afresh, and bLid defiance to all the ghosts
and demons in the nation.—I say there is such a sinularity in the cases,
that we cannot avoid associating them in our mind, and we think it not
unreasonable to inscribe them on paper.

But, to change my voice, I would earnestly request those preachers of
universal deliverance from hell, to stop and thi k how far the drift and
scope of their cfforts correspond with the covious drift and scope
of the preachings found in the New Tegioment. It myst be
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admitted that the Bible always holds out something terrible to the wick-
cd, to them who disbelieve and disobey Jesus the King, at his coming to
judge the world. This I suy, mnust be, and, Ibelieve,is, admitted, even by
all Tuiversalists. Now, if' it be admitted, as it must be, and as it most
generally is, that the wiched shall be cast oft’ from the presence of God
and his holy angels, iuto inconecivableand inexpressible anguish and mi-
sery, in the judgment; it is allidle to talk and contend about the termina-
tionr of it. There is ucither days, weeks, nor months, in that state. There
is no stundard coneeis able nor rev ealed by which the length or continnance
of their punishment can be mecasured. If they are damned or con-
demned at all; it is in vain, on rational principles, to attempt tv date it in
2 world where there is no calender ; and we are very sure that all the
Universalists on carth cannot produce one sentence in all the revelation
of God that says any thing ubout the fermination of the punisiinent of
the wicked. T'he Bible often tells us of its commencement ; but not once
of its end. It is wise for us not to live upon conjectures, nor to build
systems upon dreams and visions, which may cover us and our children
in the ruins, and one day cause us to exclaim—It would have been bet-
ter for us we had never been born.—I am content to be assured that
whosoever hears the gospel and Lelieves it skall be saved . @ that who-
soever hears it and disbelieves it shall be demned.—I know no gospel in
proclaiming to sinncrs on earth that after they arc damned in judgment,
they way, by a long scries of awful punishment, be brought to repen-
tance, and be delivered from hell.  This I am sure is no gospel in this
world, aud what it might be if announced in Hades or Gehenna, or by
whom it could be preached there, I will not, I dare not, conjecture—But
of one thing we are assured, that it is a fearful thing to fall into the Lands
of the living Cod; and an awful experimeut to attempt to relax or weak-
en the glorious and tremendous sanctions of the gospel of his grace.

CHRISTIAN FORBEARANCE.

CuristiaN Forpearance is taught in Col. iii. 18. Matt. xviij. 22.
Luke xvil. 8, 4,—here we find no limit to this forbearance, unless we
furget the unlimited and ummerited merey of the Lord, by which we live.
‘F'his which accords so blessedly with every feature of the gospel, differ
from what isutten fulsely so called; a forbearance which satisfies christians
to walk together, though wilfully disobedient to the precepts of the
Lord.—What is it, but a tolerance of continued and systematic dis-
obedience to the word of the Lord? Cluistians may be often called upon
to mahe due allowance, to cxercise forbecarance with one another,
in regard to their differences, in natural tempe:, capaciiy, or the like;
not to forbear with the wilful commission of what Christ forbids,
or the omission of what he requires—as this would he suffer-
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ing sin upon a brother—** Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart,
thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour and not suffer sin upon him.”

The subject of forbearance is sometinmes still more grossly misapplied,
where in strict propriety it does not at all apply to the subject in relation
to which it is used. No man can be said to forbear with another
except in such cases as he has done him an injury. Now swhen chris-
tiaus differ in opinion upon any subject, unless it can be made appear
that the opinion of A is injurious to B, the latter cannot forbear with the
former. There is no rooma or accasion for forbearance; for Bisnot injur-
ed by tic opinion of A. To say therefore thiat christians must exercise for-
bearance with one another becaunse of differenceof opinion, is admitting
that they have a right to consider themselves injured, or that one chris-
tian has a right to consider himself injured because another differs in opi-
nion from him. It is precisely the same mistake which is committed by
those who ask the civil authoritics to tolerate all or any religious opini-
ons. 'The mere asking for foleration. recognizes a right which no civil
government possesses, and establishes a principle of calamitous conse-
quences, viz. that opinions contrary to the majority, or the national
creed, arca public injury, which it is in the power of government to
punish or tolerate, according to their intelligence and forbearance. Ci-
vil rulers have no right to tolerate nor punish men on account of their
opinions in matters of religion. Neither have christians a right to con-
demn their {brethren for differences of opinion, nor even to talk of for-
bearing with one another in matters of opinion. The scriptures speak
of'the forbearance of God, and teachthat christians in certain cases should
forbear with onc another in cases of injury sustained ; but never, that I
can see, on account of matters of opinion. A person might as well be
said to forbear with his natural brother because he was only ten years
old, or five feet high, or because he had grey eyes; as to forbear with
his christian brother because he differed from him in some opinions.

QUESTIONS ON OPINIONS.

Q. 1. Are men never to be called to an account for their opinions?

A. No. There is no instance of this kind in the Jewish or Christian
scriptures—God alone is judge of thoughts and private opinions.

Q. 2. But if private opinions are expressed, arc they notto become
matters of discipline?

A. By no means, unless a person express them for the sake of com-
pelling others to receive them, or to exclude them from their fellowship
if they do not receive them. In that casc he is answerable, not for his
opinions, but his practices. He is a factionist, is sceking his own honor,
making a party, and on these accounts sins against the christian consti-
tution; and such a person, after a second admonition, is to be rejected.

Q. 8. Arc not opinions purcly intellectual matters, and not to be re-
garded as moral principles?
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A. They arc purely intellectual matters; and ought to be so regarded;
but when any person makes them principles of action, he places them
upon the same footing with divine oracles, and demands as much for his
own reasonings as for the express commandments of the Great King.

Q. 4. How do you distinguish between faith, opinion, and kuowledge ?

A. Faitlris the belief of facts testified, or of testimony; knowledge
is the assurance derived from actual and sensible perception, by the ex-
creise of our own senses; and opinion is the view which the mind takes
of all maiters not certified to us by testimony, or our own experience.
Thus Newton knew that bodies specifically lighter than water, would
swim in it; he believed that King Henry VIII. scceded from the Roman
Catholic institution; and he was of opinrion that the planet Saturn was
inhabited.

Q. 5. Does not the correetness of a person’s opinions depend upon
the amount of iaformation which chance may have thrown in his way,
or upon the strength and activity of his own mind, and consequently are
not necessarily a part of his moral character? . .

B. Asthe man who opines that the earth was once ametallic ball, and
he who regards it as having always been as flat as a plaic, may be equal-
ly good citizens, so he that opines that free agency and rationality are
the same thing, and he that opines that God in some mysterious way,

‘¢ Binding nature fast in fate,
Left free the human will,

may be equally good citizens in the kingdom of Messiah.

ADDRESS TO CHRISTIAN MOTHERS.
Daughters of Zion,

Twue christian religion has clevated your sex to a very high de-
gree. To it you are indebted for that amelioration of your circumstan-
ces, that mitigation of your present gricvances, incurred by your having
been first in the transgression, that important place you occupy in the
christian affection and esteem of him to whom you were put in subjec-
tion. Although some of your sex, in the history of the Old Testament,
shine ‘with distinguished lustre; yetit is in the New Testament alone
where you appear to the highest advantage.  Never, we presume, was
Gabriel despatched upon a more honourable or a more acceptable errand
than when he visited the cottage of her that was espoused to the son of
Jacob; than when he addressed the humble and virtuous virgin in these
transporting words, ¢ Hail! favourite of Heaven! The Lord is with thee!
Blessed art thou amoug women 1

The first miracle of the ¢ child born, the Songiven,” was wrought
in honour of the mother that nvrsed him, and in honour of the first com-
mandment with proinise. His mother, at the famous marriage of Cana
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of Galilee, with all the deep solicitude of one concerned in every circums-
stance that concerned the reputation of the family with which she was
in the intimacies of friendship, was prompted to appeal to her son, saying
¢ they have no wine.” He shows it to be an occurrence which was of
no concern to him, abstractly considered; but in honor of his mother,
who commanded obedience to his will, the water when presented—yes,
. ¢ The modest water, aw’d with power divine,
¢¢ Beheld its God, and blushed into wine.”

This was the beginning of his fame, the first exhibition of his glorious
power. And the last expression of solicitude for the temporal welfare of
one of our race, which dropped from his lips amidst the agonies of the
cross, was prompted by the keenest sensibilities of humanity, by that
erateful recollectton of the care of a mother, which is never to be forgot-
ten; by that profound respect which every wise man exhibits to the wo-
man that watched and wept over his childhood; yes, his last concern was
for the future syelfare of his mother. . He saith to John, his favorite dis-
ciple, casting his eye towards his mother, * Son, behold thy mother;* and
to his mother, ¢ Behold thy son.”> |

Chyristian women, your praise and your fame, your zeal, your aflection,
and even your courage, shine with so much resplendence in the New
Testament history, as to throw the most distinguished of our sex much,
very much, into the shade. The fame of that Mary who sat at the feet
of the Messiah, who anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped his
feet with her hair, transcends and will survive the faine of all the
statesmen, warriors, monarchs, philosophers, and poets, that ever lived.

And let the christian heroes remember, that when the highest and no-
blest names on their list of eighteen centuries fled like cowards from the
scene of danger, and in the hour of derkness and terror deserted their
suffering chief, christian women kept their place, and stood spectators
near the cross. Yes, to the eternal praisc of female piety, let it be pub-
lished in all lands that women were the last at the cross, and the first at
the tomb of their great and mighty Saviour. And as a token of his re-
membrance and acknowledgment of their devotion, pious courage, and
unabated affection, to them he first showed himself alive after his death,
and alleviated their sorrows.

But as it is not our intention to make these illustrious incidents in your
history a theme from which to deduce all the reflections which they natu-
rally suggest, we proceed to our design.

Your usefulness to the church is not curtailed by the apostolic injune-~
tion which allots to you that silence and submissfon which compert with
that modesty and diffidence which are now, and ever have been, the high-
est ornament of female character. You are to nurse and nourish every
one that cometh into the world; and the God of your offspring has given
to youlan authority over the mind in its most pliant state, paramount to
every other. 'The babe that smiles in your arms, and finds its support
and its refuge in your bosom, receives its first impressions from you. It
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recognizes a relation existing between you and it before it forms an idea
of a father. It views you as its best friend, and most willingly submits
to your control. Your countenance is the first volume it reads; and it is
a volume which conveys to its apprehensions more ideas than perhaps
any of us imagine. Its articulations are formed from yours, and your
Janguage is the first it can understand. You can converse with it, and
communicate to its tender mind ideas which the greatest linguists and
philosophers that ever lived could not.  You, then, oceupy a place which
cannat be rivalled, and which, if discreetly managed, may, under the bles-
sing of heaven, be of eternal importance to it. Do not be startled when
1 tell you that you are, by the law of nature, which is the law of God, as
well as by his writfen word, ordained to be the only preachers of the gos-
pel, properly so called, to your own offspring. You can tell them in lan-
guage more intelligible to their apprchension, the wonders of creation;
you can, from the lively oracles, teach themthe history of our race; you can
" preach the gospel to them Dbetter than any Poctor of Divinity that ever
lived. You can narrate to them the nativity and life, the words and
deeds of Messiah; you can open to their minds how he died for our sins,
and rose for our justification. You can tell them of his ascension to the
skies, of his corunation in heaven, and that he will come to judge the
world. When you have done all this, in a style which you can adopt,
more easy of apprehension thau any other—if Paul the apostle was again
to visit the world and call at your house, he could not preach to them with
greater effect. Way, you would have anticipated all that he covld say, and
done all that he could do, to give the word effect. If he were to attempt to
make knoswn the glad tidings of great joy, to announce the good news to
your children—when he had done. they might say “¥ind and benevolent
iriend, this is nonews to us; we rejoice to have heard it all from a preach-
er before,—a preacher too, whose love and benevolenee were equal to
yours, and whom we understood as clearly as we understand you.” If
he were to ask who the preacher was, and by what authority he spoke,
the children mnight reply, It was from a preacher which you, beloved
friend, yourscl{ licensed, it was our mother whom you commanded * to
bring us up in the nurture and admonilion of the Lord.”

These hints, my dear friends, go to show you what is expected from
you, andt what you ought todo. Aad surely you will agrec with me that
the word of God, thus communicated by the fireside, from your own lips,
under the blessing of heaven, is just as cfficacious as if pronounced from
any pulpit or by any man. Remember Lois, Eunice, and Timothy, and
Paul’s commands to you. The giving of such an injunciion to fathers
and mothers implied that they were competent to perform them io the best
advantage. Your example, and your prayers, your.authority, and your
well proved affection and sincerity in all that you say, are worth more
than all the logic, mathematics, algebra, and rhetorie, which ever were
collected in all the seminaries upon carth, to give efficacy to your sermons.
¥ow blissful the privilege, and bow high the honours conferred on you.

VorL L Q
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Do then, christian matrons, from your love to your own offspring, and
from your love to him that raised your sex to honours so illustrious, and
from your hopes of immortality and eternal life in that world, where they
neither marry nor are given in marriage, but arc as the angels, being the
children of God and of the ressurrection, bring up your children in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord.

THE OLD MAN.

“Waen I was alittle child,™ said a good man, ¢ my mother used to bid me
kneel beside her, and place her hand upon my head while she prayed. Ere I was
old enongh to know her worth, she died, and I was left too much to my own guid-
ance. Like others, I was inclined to evil passions; but often felt myself checked,
and, as it were, drawn back by a soft hand upon my kead. hen a young man, I
travelled in foreign parts, and was exposed to many temptations.  But when 1 would
have yielded, that same hand was upon my head. Twassaved. Iseemedto feel
its presssure as in the days of my happy infancy, and sometimes there came with it

a voice, in my heart, a voice that must be obeyed, Oh! donot do this, my son, ner
y ¥

sin against God.”’

Way gaze ye on my hoary hair,
Ye children, young and gay?

Your locks, beneath the blast of care,
Will bleach as white as they.

I had a mother once, like you,
‘Who o’er my pillow bhung,

Kiss’d from my cheek the briny dew,
And taught my fultering tongue.

She, when the nightly couch was spread,
Would bow my infant knee,

And place her hand upon my head,
And kneeling, pray for me.

But then, there came a fearful day;
I sought my mother’s bed,

Till harsh hands bore me thence away,
Aund told me she was dead.

I pluck’d a fair white flow’r, and stole
To lay it by her side,
And thought strange slecp enchain’d her
soul,
For no fond voice reply’d.

That eve I knelt me down in wo,
And suid a lonely prayer;

Yet still my tenmiples seem’d to glow
As if that hand were there.

Years fled—and left me childhood’s joy,
Gay sports and pastimes dear,

Irose a wild and wayward boy,
‘Who scorn’d the curb of fear;

Fierce passions shook me like a reed;
Yet, ere at night I slept,

That soft hand made my bosom bleed,
And down I fell and wept.

Youth came—the props of virtue reel’d;
But oft at day’s decline

A marble touch my brow congeal’d—
Blest mother! was it thine!

In forcign lands I travel’d wide,
My palse was bounding high,

Vice spicads her meshes at my side,
And pleasure lur’d my eye;

Yet still that hand, so soft and cold,
Maintain’d its mystic sway,

As when amid my curls of gold
With gentle force it lay.

And with it breath’d a voice of caroy
As from the lowly sed,

< My son—my only son—beware!
Nor sin against thy God!”’
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Ye think, perchance, that age hath stole, That hallow'd touch was ne'er forgot!

My kindly warmth away, And now though Time hath set
And dimm’d the tablet of the soul; His frosty seal upon my lot,
Yet when with manly sway, These temples feel it yet.
The brow the plume helw display'd Andi( I e’er in heaven appear,
That guides the warrior throng, A mother’s holy prayer,
Or beauty’s thrilling fingers stray’d A mother’s hand, and gentle tear,
These manly locks among; That pointed to a Saviour dear,

Have led the wanderer there.

HEALTH—-TEMPERANCE.

THE FOUR GREAT SOURCES OF' HEALTIL

THe preservation of health, mainly depends on early rising, temper-
ance in eating and drinking, cxercise, and cleanliness. These important
advantages are disiributed between the rich and the poor in a tolerably
fair proportion, which may account for the apparent equability in the
Iength of life, between two states, so seemingly opposite, in respect of
those advantages, which might be thought to conduce to the enjoyment
of health and long life. The pooy have early rising, which is of the very
first consequence. From this, the rich often exclude themselves, because
they have no obligation to compel them, and because they go to bed too’
late. The humble and scanty dict of the poor, which they so much
deplore, is yet of advantageto their health; though itis true, as they work
haird, they could often bear more substantial diet than they can generally
procure. But the opposite state of the rich is much more prejudicial to
health. Their luxurious living and comparative want of exercise, vitiates
the blood, and humours, and lays the foundation of numerous complaints.
From not being able to afford suppers, the poor cnjoy sound rest, the
want of which is so much complained of by the rich. DButthe poor in-
jure themselves materially by the use of tutoxicating drinks of an inferior
quality, which are strictly poisonous, and which have not one useful re-
deeming quality, to justify their use. Therich use wines, and other rich
drinks too frequently, and they eat more than is necessary or proper, and
that generally of things so artificially prepared, that the simple or nutri-
tious qualities are in a great degree lost.

Of exercise which is allowed by all as indispensable for the preserva-
tion of health, if the poor have sometimes more than enough; the rich
who from their sumptuous living really require more, can scarcely be
said to take any. Thisis a heavy draught on the sources of longevity.

But it is in cleanliness that the rich have inappreciable advantage over
the poor. 'The word has too extensive a meaning to be considered un-
der all its bearings, in this concise sketch; besides its usual signification,
personal cleanliness, it embraces in the present view numerous comforts,
domestic and personal, presenting important sccurities against injury to
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the health. No onc can doubt that personal cleanliness is of the greatess
advantage to health, and is much neglected by some orders of socie-
ty—but there are other serious disadvantages to which poverty, or want
of means subject many—svant of changes fiom wet ordamp clothes, bad
shoes—humid and erowded apartments.—These are some of the con-
sequences of the privations of the puor, asto cleanliness and comfort,
from whicliresult coughs and many complaints, that would precludo
them from old age, werc it not for their carly rising, simple diet and
exercise.

¢ Cleauliness” says Voluey, has a powerful influence on the health
and preservation of the body.—Cleanliness as well in our garments as in
our dweilings prevents the pernicious effects of dampness, of bad smells,
and of contagivus vapours.—Cleanliness keeps up a frec perspiration,
renews the aiF, refreshes the blood, and even animates and calivens the’
mind. Hence we sce that persons, attentive to the cleanliness of their
persons and their habitations, are generally morc healthy and Jess expos-
ed to discase than those who are negligent of it: and it may moreover bo
remarked, that cleanliness brings with it, throughout every part of do-
meestic discipline, habits of order and srrangement, and dzeceney.

A temperate dict has always been attended with the best effects. A
regular attention to this practice is the only infallible nostrum for the
prevention of disease. It is sometimes essential for those who are under
the necessity of having their minds alsvays on the watch, to be extremely
temperate; hence the gallant defender of Gibralter, (Elliot Lord
Heathfield,) lived for cight days during the seige, taking only four ounces
of rice per day as solid food.  Dr. Franklin, whea a journeyman printer,
lived for a fortnight on bread and water, at the rate of ten pounds of
bread per week, and he found himself stout and hearty with this diet.
A respectable magisirate has velated of himself, that at the age of seventy
he was free from every badily complaint, and had never paid five shillings
a year for medicine, which he attributed to his having restricted himself
to fourteen ounces a day of solid food. And the numiber of indigent people
who have lived to a great age, is a proof of the justness of Lord Bacon’s
observation, that intemperance of some kind or other destroys the bulk
of mankind; and that life may be sustained by a very scanty portion of
nourishment. An eminent British army physician, (Dr.Jackson,) on this
subject says,—* I have wandered a good deal abeut the world, and never
followed any prescribed rule in any thing; my health has been tried in all
ways; aud by the aids of temperance and hard work I have worn out two
armies, in two wars, and probably could wear out another before my
period of old age arrives.  Icat no animal feod, drink no wine, or malt
liquor, or spirits of any kind; I wear no flannel, and ncither regard wind
nor rain, heat nor cold where business is in the way.” Such is the
pro tecting power of temperance.
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WATER versus ARDENT SPIRITS.

If, says Hoflinan, a celebrated German Physician, ¢ there is in nature a
remedy which deservés the name of universal, it is in my opinion pure
water. It is the natural drink of plants and animals of every descrip-
tion, and is the only article which can {ulfil those ends for which the in-
troduction of a liquid into the human system is demanded. Its use is
cqually adapted to every age and temperament, to every season and cli-
mate. It facilitates digestion, and by its fluidity and mildness promotes
that free and agrecable circulation of the blood and humour through all
the vessels of the body, upon which the due performance of every ani-
mal function depends. Hence the physical strength, the capability of
enduring labour and fatigue, the vigour and clearness of the intellectual
powers of the individuals whose drink is confined entirely to water, far
exceed those who substitute for the pure clement, distilled or fermented
Jiquors.

¢ Their equal days
Feel not th’ alternate fits of feverish mirth,
And sick digestion,—
Blest with divine immunity from ails,

Long centuries they live; their only fare
Is ripe old age, and rather sleep than death”—

Errors in regard to drink, constitute one of the great causes of disease,
It has been computed that since ardent spirits have been introduced into
common usc, more victims have fallen by it alone, than by the sword and
pestilence within the same period. Ardent Spirits are supposed useful
to preserve the system {rom the cffects of cold and dampness. The very
contrary is the faet. Though while under the immediate excitement of
the intoxicating draught, one may seem to exposc himself with impunity;
yet when the stimulating effects of the liquor have passed away, his sys-
tem is left in a condition far more subject to cvery deleterious infiuence,
than if he had never used them. .

Dr. Rush says, I have known many instances of persons who have
followed the most laborious employment; long exposed to the open
air, who never drank any thing but water, and who enjoyed uninterrup-
ted good health.”>—Dr. Moscly a celebrated physician who resided long in
the West Indics confirms this. ¢ Iaver,” says the Doctor, ¢ from my
own knowledge and custom, as well as from that of others, that those
who drink nothing but water, or make it their principle drink, are but
little affected by the climate, and can undergo the greatest fatigue without
inconvenience, and are not liable to troublesome or dangerous diseases.”

Ancient history also records the power of water as a preserver and
restorator of health.

Pomponius Atticus, the friend of Cicero, while labouring under that
uncomfortable state of mind produced by discase of the stomach, became
disgusted with life and resolved to destroy himself. FHe consulted with
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his fricnds upon the species of death he should make choice of.  Agrippa,
his son-in-law, not daring openly to oppose his resolution, persuaded him
to destroy himself by famine—advising him however to make use of a
little water, to alleviate the sufferings which would at first result from
entire abstinence. Atticus commenced his regimen, philosophising with
his friends and thus preparing for death.  This however, did not vceur;
on the contrary, by restricting himself solely to water as his only nour-
ishment, the pains of his stomach and bowels by which he had been previ-
ously tormented, ceased, and he specdily felt himself improved in health,
and tranquil in mind. Being convinced that his disease, the cause of his
distress, was removed, he renounced his design of putting a period to his
existence, and lived to a very advanced age.

Sir Walter Scott reports of Bonaparte, that abstinence from food was
his common remedy for occasional derangements of health.

The brother of General Herry, of revolutionary fame, was the oldest
man in St. Johns’ Colleton, and had seen the parish buried three times
over. It was observed to him that he must have been blessed with an
excellent constitution. e said, no, quite the reverse. Had his consti-
tution been good he should have been dead long ago. He should have
done as others did ; but he was compelled to take care of his health, and
live temperately, while others, presuming on the strength of their consti-
tutions, put them to trials they could not endure. He had observed that
the most robust from this cause were generally the first to die.

WIHIAT WOULD BE THE RESULT OT" UNIVERSAL ABSTI-
NENCE FROM INTOXICATING LIQUORS ?

1. Not an individual would hereafter become a drunkard.
2. Many who are now drunkards would reform, and would be saved
from the drunkard’s grave.

" 8. Assoon as those who would not reform should be dead, which
would be in but a short time, not a drunkard would be found, and tho
whole land would be free.

4. More than three-fourths of the pauperism of the country might be
prevented, and also more than three-fourths of the crime.

5. Onc of the grand causes of crror in principle, 'and immorality in
practice, and of all dissipation, viee, and wretehedness would be removed.

6. The number, frequency, and severity of discases, would be greatly
lessened, and the number and hoplessness of maniacs in our land be ex-
ceedingly diminished.

7. One ofthe greatest dangers of our children and youth, and of the
jprincipal causes of bodily, {mental, and moral deterioration, would be
removed.
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8. Loss of property, in onec gencration to an amount greater than the
present value of all the houses and lands in the country might be pre-
vented.

9. One of the greatest dangers to our free institutions, and to the per-
petuity of the blessings of civil and religious liberty, would be removed.

10. The cfficacy of the Gospel,and all the means which God has ap-
pointed for the spiritual and eternal good of men would be exceedingly
augmented, and the amount of moral and rcligious effort for the best
good of man, and for the glory of God be vastly increased.

11. Multitudes of every generation, through all future ages, might be
prevented from sinking into an untimely grave.

12. Nor is the interest of females in this subject so unimportant as
many suppose. More than fifty thousand of the daughters of the last
generation were doomed to the curse, and all the wretchedness of having
drunken husbands; and of being obliged to train up their children under
the blasting influence of drunken fathers. But let the means be fornish-
ed to extend the principle of abstinence from the usc of intoxicating
liquors throughout our country, and the daughters of the next genera-
tion, from 1his tremendous curse may be free. Their children and chil-
dren’s children to all future ages, will rise up and call their deliverers
blessed.

THE CHRISTIAN RUM SELLER IN HIS CLOSET:

OR, THE TRIUMPI OF COXNSCIENCE.

A Christian once retired to pray,

And kneeling low, was wont to say,

« Qur Father, still in heaven the same,

And hallowed be thy glorious name.>

‘When conscience, with a load oppressed,

Our humble suppliant thus addrons’d:

“T'o day you’ve sold that rum for gain,

That made your neighbour so profane,

And now, may be, with poigon’d breath,

Still scattering arrows, fire and death.”’

He next proceeds, thongh almost dumb,

And whispers out ¢¢ TLy kingdom come.”

But adding still to his surprise,

The monitor within replies:

¢« You-still pursuc your cursed craft,

And vénd the soul-destroying draught,

That greatly checks his kingdom fair,

Anud fills the regions of despair.”

He ventures on once more, and said,

<¢ Give us this day our daily bread.”

< What! while your premises retain,

Inpay for rum, the poor man’s grain?

Or in your drawer the price is laid,

That should have bought his children
bread?” :

Thus conscience rous'd to do her part,

Directs the arrow to his heart,

At length by keen conviction stung,

With heavy heart and faltering torgue,

He cries, ¢ Forgive and grant salvation,

Nor any longer will I lay

Temptation in my neighbout’s way;

What is thus earned, when understood,

Is certainly the price of blood.

1°d rather dig, or beg, or serve;

O where shall end the frightful tale,

Convey'd by cvery flying mail,

Of murder, misery and woe,

That fro the cursed trafiic flow?

1 am resvhy"d th’ unrighteous gain

Shall never more n.j coffers siuin.”

Then in humility dispos’d

To bless'd assurance, sweetly clos’d:—

« The kingdom’s thine, and will retain

The glory, power, and praise, amen.”’

Then calmly rising from his knees,

1is heart approv'd and all was peace.
Masoxn.

Bristol, April 10, 18883,
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HOW TO SECURE AN ELECTION."
Fragment of a conversalion bolween @ Candidute und his christian Friend,

Candidate. My dear sir, can you inform me how I may sccure my
olection. _

_ Friend. Yessir: by diligence. You must give all diligence to make
it sure.

C. ThatI have already done, sir; I have spared, I assure you, nei-
ther troubie nor expense. I have opened my house for eutertainment;
I have canvassed personally; I have employed agents to collect voters;
I have set the printer to work on broadsides and handbills; and te et you
into asceret, 1 have got a clever fellow from to draw them up; one
who is used to write for the newspaper, and can draw up an advertise-
ment with spirit, and a little sinart abuse of my antagonist.

. Alas!sir, that a gentleman and a Christian, as you no doubt pro-
fess to be, should stoop to such arts, to influence and corrupt the minds
of the people. I heartily wish you would bestow as much pains to se-
cure your clection for a better place! .

C. A better place, sir! How do jou mean! Is not this as respectable
a borough as any in this part of the country.

~F. 'Truesir; but I refer to a city, and cven an_heavenly one. 'The
true Christian, sir, is a ¢ citizen of no mean city.,’ My advice is, to ¢ give
gl dilizence to make your clection sure,’ in the Now Jerusalem,

‘€. O ho! I understand you now. But geutlanen of yoursentiments,
T helieve, consider that business as alrcady sctiled. Do you not, sir, con-
sider your election already fixed and unalterable?

F. No more,sir, than the business in which you are engaged.
Howso? I wish my clection were as sure as you represent.

And do you think the event is known to God?

Certainly.

Then the event js sure to him.

No doubt of it.

And must infallibly correspond with his forcknowledge.

. T'bat it is cestainly forcknown to the Suprewme Being, I have no
doubt; but that does not make it sure to me. -

F. T admit that, and therefore your anxiety to make it sure to you.
But why nut employ the sate diliginee in a case of infinitely more im-
portance? °

C. O, sir, if I am to be saved, I shall be saved, and if not, you know
I cannot help it.

F. Andif you are to be elected for this borough, you will be elected;
why then all this trouble and expense! .

C. Ah,sir! if I do uot use the means, I know that I shall not be cho-
sen.

F. And what reassn have you to supposc you shall be saved without
means? .
C. The subject we will defer, if you pleasc to a ¢ more convenient’

scas6n.’ I must wait on my electors.

F. Alas!sir, sosaid Felix the Romau Governor, when Paul ¢¢ reason-
ed of rightcousncss, tumperance, and judgment to come;” but that sea-
son never came; and I fear it will be so with you. The world will al-
ways find y ou an escuse fur neglecting religion; and the enemy of souls
will represent cvery thing as more linportant than the one thing needfyl. »
‘The Lord awaken you from the delusion. )
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