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Canadian Bee-keeping 5
By GILBERT WINTLE, f 

The Anchorage, Como, P. Q. t

iPER READ AT THE BEDFORD CON­

VENTION OF QUEBEC FRUIT 

GROWERS.

Is a preface to this paper, I wish 
llay stress on the fact that it is not 
pressed to bee keepers. They have 

Journals, the Bee-keepers con­
ations, and various other channels 
|n to them for the discussion of 
stious interesting to the pro- 
lional apiarist. To enter on such 

|ters here, at a meeting of fruit 
vers, would be to appeal to the 

1 at a risk of becoming wearisome 
ae majority of my auditors,

I have elected to write a 
ksionary paper.’ However, in such 
listrict as this, it cannot be ai- 
ether a case of breaking new 

|und ; for, in the country, in this 
vince, almost everyone keeps a 

I bees, or, if they do not, at least 
are accustomed to see bees kept 

Jtheir neighbors. At all events in 
lown county, driving along the 
Jteen or fifteen miles of high road 

en Rigaud and Vaudreuil, one 
es the homes where a few hives

of bees are seen to be decidedly in 
the majority. I only wish that signs 
of intelligent bee-keeping were equal­
ly common. But alas ! the old box 
hives, without frames, and with no 
sensible facilities either for storing 
or harvesting the honey crop, still 
predominate, Bees are sulphured to 
death in the Fall, and, apart from the 
honey used in the house, the only 
profit is a little dark colored, strained 
stuff, peddled around for what it will 
fetch.

However, things do move, if slow­
ly ; and I thin1- that I see a few more 
framed hives on that route to-day 
than I saw eight years ago, Perhaps 
you in the townships are ahead of us 
in Vaudreuil: if, so,so much the better. 
But permit me to observe that the 
man who buys a frame hive for his 
bees, and stops there, has not done 
everything. If he continues to run 
his frame hive on the same principles 
on which he formerly ran his box- 
hive, he is in the position of the 
Irishman in the Sedan chair without 
a bottom ; except for the look of the 
thing he might have sax id his money.

Now this is the gentleman 1 want 
to catch : the man who has a few 
bees, no matter in what kind of hives, 
and doesn’t take an interest in them.

His bees always make honey— 
some honey—which comes in very 
pleasantly for family use ; and he 
really does’nt see why he should’nt 
let well alone. Well, it is a commer­
cial age, and here is a little cora-

«



52 THE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL October

mercial anecdote, which seems to 
have a bearing on the subject

Waiting for an electric car I took 
shelter the other day in a doorway 
were two men engaged in an animat­
ed conversation. They went on with 
their talk without paying any at­
tention to me. One of the men was 
evidently a salesman in some store, 
the other the head of the department. 
The latter was telling the former that 
he must either learn to hustle and 
make a better showing with his sales 
or else get out. It was not put quite 
so rudely as that : but that was the 
gist of it. "Why,” he said, "I don’t 
believe you’ve sold a single thing 
since you came. I know things have 
gone over your counter ; but you 
hav’nt sold them, it’s the customer 
has come and bought them, and let 
me tell you that does’nt do under 
modern conditions.”

Exactly ! in the same way the man 
who has a few bee hives, and is con­
tent to let the bees lazy alone, and 
make a little honey in their own old 
way, when by a little persuasion, a 
little work, a few modern appliances, 
and modern methods in their appli­
cation, he might easily double if 
not treble his harvest, as well as ob­
tain it in a form much more readily 
marketable, shows himself I say it 
with all possible politeness, and a 
wish to avoid even the appearance of 
hurting anyone's feelings—a little 
behind the times.

At the same time this line of argu­
ment must not be pressed too far, for 
instance, if I should buttonhole a 
busy prosperous business man, and 
worry him to give up a lot of time to 
learning whai is really a business by 
itself ; but for him can never be more 
than a side issue, i fear that it might 
be only his politeness which would 
hinder him from giving me an 
answer at once, short, forcible and to 
the point. So, in *he case of a man

who is really too busy for it to par I 
him to give up the time necessary to I 
learn bee-keeping, I would suggest I 
that he try regarding it, not as work 
at all ; but as a hobby a recreation I 
I can give him my word that there 
are few persuits more interesting 
However, we cannot compel men's | 
minds, and perhaps our busy gentle I 
man will say that he does enough 
cutdoors already, and prefers his 
pleasure in some other form In [ 
such a case, I recommend the follow- 
ing course. Somewhere about the I 
house there will be a pretty surely i 
boy, of what I call the reading age 
the age that, if nothing else is oflered 
turns to dime novels and similar 
literature. On such a young gentle 
man try the effect of a birthday pre 
sent of the A B C of Bee-culture, or 
if that be judged to expensive a work 
to buy as an experiment, a copy oi 
the British Bee-keeyers Guide Hook | 
The latter is perhaps the best and 
most practical cheap bee book pub- 
lished, though unfortunately it needs 
a little allowance to be made for il 
tered climatic conditions in Canada 
Either book may be obtained of Mi 
1\ W. Jones, of Bedford, or at the j 
offiice of the Canadian Bee Journal, j 
Brantford, Ontario. Unless that boy 
is different from most boys of his age 
he willjtake hold of bee-keeping with | 
all the enthusiasm of his age, 
will probably make a success of ill 
I have taken the case of a boy for 
illustration ; but there is no reason | 
why the same thing should notap 
to his sister. Till you come to keep I 
over 20 hives there is no really heavy 
work about bee-keeping and plenty 
of young ladies make a success of it

And now to justify the title of this 
paper, I want to point out how here 
in Canada, we enjoy a climate j 
specially favorable to the bee in­
dustry.

Roughly speaking, anywhere out |
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f the trophies, the great problem bt 
i the bee-keeper, who wants his 

es to be remunerative, is to keep 
hem as quiescent as possible in win- 
tr, and hustling all the time all the 
^st of the year. Now here in Canada 
nr climate almost does this for us. 
fur winter is a real winter, and bees 
ut in in good condition hardly ever

E'it uneasy until the middle of April, 
hen they are ready enough to begin 
ood-rearing and by the time fruit 
oom comes, the old winter bees are 

tad, and the spring generation is 
ard at work rearing a huge popula- 
dd of summer bees, the bees that 
e going to gather the clover and 
ake our proht. Between the close 
fruit bloom and the opening of 

over, we certainly do get a few en- 
:al days, when the hives need care- 
1 watching. But once clover yields 
mey, the bee-keeper's troubles are 
an end. All he has now to do is 
hustle on the empty sections and 

pile off the full ; and this goes on 
r about six weeks. Then comes a 

fall harvest of dark honey, 
|tich I prefer to leave to the bees 
r winter stores, as for that purpose

Is just as good as clover, though 
so profitable commercially. To 

: golden rod and buckwheat flow 
|cceeds a late fall, fine enough for 
; bees to fly occasionly, which is

fful, as sending them to their win- 
sleep in better health : but never 
t enough to encourage brood-rear- 
;,with its concomitant heavy drain 
the hive vitality. Then comes our 
iter, which, as I have already taken 
asion to remark, is a winter, not a 
itence at winter ; and, if the bees

I put in strong, and carefully pack- 
they pass it with a minimum of 
i and iti April, or even before, if

I doc, wintering is practised, they 
ready to once more turn to for 
ir owner's^benefit.
-;ca= ‘ ' he English bee-keeper

is a very different talc. Winter there 
comes in samples. Half the winter 
months bees are playing at its being 
summer; brood-rearing is going on 
early in February ; and, as often as 
not ; late in the same month a good 
sharp touch of winter will come 
along, the effect of which on a hive 
with three or four frames of brood 
may be imagined—chilled brood, dis­
ease, and, even if it should manage to 
survive, a hive that will bring no 
profit that year. Even if all goes 
well the spring is long drawn out ; 
the hives cannot utilize the fruit 
bloom as we do to stimulate brood­
rearing ; but some of it gets stored 
and mixes with, and lowers the quality 
of the clover. When the summer 
honey is over, if he wants a fall har­
vest, fit to call a harvest, he must 
generally take his hives to a healther 
district. Then winter again, which 
is neither one thing or the other, and 
so the round goes on.

Roughly speaking our advantage 
may be summed up as follows :

The Canadian bee keeper’s bees are 
either earning well, or else they are 
safely stored in a storage that costs 
him nothing. The Englishman’s bees 
on the other hand, half the year are 
nessing about, earning it is true, but 
earning slowly ; and the rest of the 
time are both idle and needing a lot 
of looking after. Well do not let us 
waste time in pitying him ; the rem­
edy is in his own hands. Steamers 
leave Liverpool always twice, some­
times three times a week, and the best 
part of the British Empire asks noth­
ing better than to welcome him.

But do not let us, who arc on the 
spot, neglect our great advantage.

In speaking of this question of 
keeping bees I began by addressing 
farmers and those who live in the 
country all the year round ; but I 
should like to point out that bee­
keeping is also the country industry
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par-excellence which should appeal 
to the city man who comes to his 
country house for the summer only. 
I feel sure that this is not generally 
understood, and so with your per­
mission I will dwell a little on this 
aspect of the question. I know two 
or three cases of summer people who 
go in for chicken culture and incuba­
tion and not a single instance of their 
going in for bee-keeping. Now I do 
not wish to say anything against 
chicken culture and incubation, either 
as an interesting hobby or a money­
making industry. But for anyone 
who does not come out to the country 
till late in May, and must either sell 
off all his chickens again in Sep­
tember or pay someone to care for 
them, it seems to me that it must 
prove rather an expenshe amuse­
ment.

How different with bee-keepers. 
One visit some Saturday in April, 
about the time that town people gen­
erally do go out to see how their 
propei ty is looking after winter, will 
be enough to put the hives out if they 
are cellared, or to clear the entrances 
if they are wintered out of doors. 
Then a little later, about the time 
that people come out to spring clean 
and sew their gardens, the hives can 
be looked through, weak stocks 
united, and other necessary work of 
that kind done. The bees will then 
manage themselves very comfortably 
till late in May or early in June, when 
their owner will be once more on the 
spot, to put on sections and do any­
thing else that may be required. 1 
must not be understood to say that a 
large apiary can be satisfactorily run 
on these lines ; but a small apiary, 
say of from one to two dozen hives 
certainly can. I may go further and 
say that in the case of a beginner, 
t will generally be better ran like 
his than if the’owner were there all 
he lime. For, though spring work

by an experienced apiarist is often 
very great value, yet an amateur 
always apt to overdo it. HalfthJ 
talk about spring dwindling, for it 
stance, comes from amateurs , ai 
the best prescription in three ca; 
out of four would be a good sprii 
letting alone.

There is one other point about bo| 
keeping, that I should like in thi 
connection to bring to your uotit 
Out door work in an apiary need m 
begin before nine o’clock in the moi 
ing and there is seldom anything tha| 
has to be done after four o'clock 
the afternoon. For the happy 
keeper there is no getting up at f< 
o’clock to milk, nor are there any 
rounds to be made with a lantern 1 
at night. There may be people wl 
like to get up at four every mornii 
personally that is the sort of thing] 
like to do once a year, and to ti 
about it the other three hundred n 
sixty-four days. Finally bee keep» 
is from one point of view them 
delightfully immoral industry » 
aginable. Its profits are all unean 
increment. A few square yards 
ground—and if you do not have 
ground, then a flat house top will 
—on which to stand your hives, 
hives themselves, which are not 
pensive, and a stock or two of 
is all you need to start with. X«t| 
single fruit tree or clover planti 
buckwheat patch do you need; 
bees know where to find all that ; 
in their search go over fences 
boundary lines, into other peoplj 
fields and flower gardens with a 
regard for rights of property 
rules about trespasses, that iftl 
weie any way of prosecuting tl 
would keep a whole college of 
yers in easy circumstances for lil

Surely this is an aspect of 
question which should appeal tol 
city man. What ai-^’Wful

Jk nil

i gem 
lexcha 
and tl

rt is here opened u Cj
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[gentleman connected with the stock 
•xchange: a healthy country industry 
ind the virtuous feeling that comes 
irorn persuing it ; and with all the 
pleasaut knowledge that on. is skinn­
ing one’s neighbor all the time.

Now on the chance that I may 
have made at least one convert to the 
ranks of scientific apiculture, I will 
Conclude with a few practical hints as 
|to the course he should persue.

If he is already the possessor of a 
kew bees, all he needs is next spring 
|to invest in half a dozen frame hives 
wit11 sections, a few pounds of comb 

|foundation, a bee smoker, and, last 
but most important of all, a bee book.

I said before, a very complete and 
practical manual is the A. B. C. of 

ee Culture ; but the British Bee 
keepers Guide Book is cheaper and 
very practical and reliable. In fact 
|to a beginner I am not sure that I 
would not recommend this book in 
preference to the A. B. C. If he 
lakes to bee-keeping, as I hope he will 
be can get the A. B. C. later on. 
There is a much more elaborate bee 

ok than either of these, namely, 
Frank Cheshire's Bees and Bee-keep­

ing. It is certainly a work that 
should be in every bee-keepers lib­
rary ; but it is expensive, and I do 
not recommend its purchase to begin 
ivith, Thus equipped with bee book 
and appliances he will start out to 
[transfer his bees—and he will make 
nistakes. But I think that I can 
promise him that mistakes and all, 
his honey crop, even the first year, 
vill be at least equal to his old aver­
age. By the second spring comes, 
he will be already a bee-keeper.

If, on the other hand, the prospec­
tive bee-keeper has at present got no 

ees at all, he can adopt one of two 
ways Either he can buy two or 

khree hives of bees in box hives, then 
i>uy his frame hives empty and trans­

fer, or he may buy his bees in frame 
hives right out I strongly recom­
mend the latter course. I have trans­
ferred more than fifty hives during 
the last few years, and I can assure 
my auditors that it is one of the nast­
iest and meaniest jobs that a bee­
keeper has to do. He also will in one 
year become a bee keeper, ready, with 
the knowledge that comes from p-ac- 
tice, to increase his apiary up to any 
point he may consider desirable.

Lastly I will take the case of the 
city man, who wants bees for his 
country house, him I would recom­
mend to buy his bees in frame hives 
to start with. And in his case t will 
make another suggestion, namely 
that, while he is about it, he should 
buy double-walled outside-wintering 
hives. There can be no doubt but 
that, hive for hive, these are the better 
kind. On the other hand it is not 
quite so certoin that they are suffi­
ciently better to always justify the 
extra expense. Personally I am in­
clined to think that they are, but I 
know that others think differently, 
so, in advising the man who looks to 
go into the business o.j a cold dollars 
and cents basis, I prefer to leave ti e 
question an open one. But the city 
man who wants bees for his country 
house, hardly falls into this category, 
and him I certainly advise to get 
double walled hives.

But there is one thing which every­
one, farmer, city man or schoolboy, 
who tninks of going in for bees, ab­
solutely must get, that is a bee book.

A beginner once wrote to a well- 
known American apiarist, asking for 
a few pointers on bee-keeping, as he 
had no money to buy a bee-book. 
The reply was at once laconic and 
practical : "Pawn your watch and get 
one."

I do not like to close this paper 
without a reference, to the Canadian
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Bee Journal. It costs only $1.00 per 
annum, and by rlubbjng it v ittisome 
other paper, it may be had cheaper. 
For instance thn Canadian Bee- 
Journal and World Wide may be had 
for $1.50 per annum. Of course it 
does not take the place of a bee-book, 
but the beginner will find that a great 
many difficulties crop up, that no 
book exactly explains. It is then a 
great help to use the correspondence 
column of such a journal as the 
C. B. J.

I Notes by the Way $
G. A. DEADMAN. ^

*************
JOTTINGS IN THE WEST.

i; seems strange lhat many should be I 
so indifferent and others—well some I 
hotel n.en and boarding housekeepers! 
for example, declare positively that! 
their boarders would not eat it and I 
that it would be only wasted. Think) 
of that for a statement by one who) 
has some 30 or more sitting down 
daily at his tables. When it comes) 
to a matter of cost as compared with) 
fruit, one can generally convince these | 
men that of the two, the honey « 
cheaper and less trouble, but when) 
one in his ignorance declares that his 
boarders would not eat it and that 1 
would only be wasted and declares be 
has some in his house as one did to-1 
day, I give it up.

Thousands are flocking to Mani­
toba and the North-west. New build­
ings are going up in every direction. 
While this will continue both in the 
country and towns, yet we cannot ex­
pect much growth in many of the 
latter when the country has been well 
settled. This will be due to their 
proximity to each 01 her. Many 
good business towns or villages with­
in ten miles of each other can hardly 
be expected to grow mi ch in a coun­
try where farms contain 320 to 640 
acres.

Fruit is xery plentiful in the stores 
all imported however. Honey, well 
in some stores only. What a differ­
ence in this respect, some have little 
or none and don’t seem to have any 
demand for it. I have the conviction 
more and more that people require to 
be educated to eat honey. This takes 
time, but the reaping is sure if we 
will only ha\ e patience. To one who 
is accustomed when at home to have 
honey on his table at least once a day

Did you ever ask for honey when 
travelling ? try and not forget it nut | 
time and see how few even of th-| 
best hotels have it Bee-keepers when | 
travelling should always do this, it | 
would be a reminder if nothing ele | 
and to make it more effectual w| 
should report to the proprietor when [ 
paying our bill. I will try and mitt 
amends for my sins of omission ii 
this respect in the future. Whati 
common mistake it is to think that 
because we may not care for some | 
things ourselves, that others do noil 
It is especially bad when the cook gels 
possessed with this idea. Eating 
honey as well as selling it is largely! | 
matter of education. Fancy a mer [ 
chant in a rising town declaring that I 
he could not sell' one pound of honey) 
a month ; others of course have some) 
call for it. The stores are few and) 
far between that sell more than 3001 
lbs. a year, many not one fourth that) 
quantity. We must not conclude) 
however that the merchants sell all I 
the honey that is consumed It is if 
common practice, perhaps not so com f 
mon as in the past, for to order froml 
some bee-keeper friend in the east, II 
have been trying to find out what the| 
yield has been out here, but jiidgin|
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[from the absence of it in the stores 
land the dry weathei for sometime 
|l conclude that returns this year 
[must be much less than last, if so, it 
■will be in sympathy with the wheat 
lyield which runs about 15 bushels to 
"the acre, and a poor grade at that, a 

heavy snow storm reduced it very 
nuch. It is too soon to predict what 
|ioney will be wholesale in Winni- 
eg—some buyers are waiting for 

lower quotations. I have no doubt 
that there will be plenty to supply the 
Hemand as many bee-keepers have 
the idea that Winnipeg is the place 
to sell honey. It is a mistake to send 

t there without having orders in ad­
vance ; in fact this applies to other 
things besides honey. Recently some­
one was so unwise as to bring a car- 
pad of Damson plums ; the express, 
I am told, was $425; they were of 
ourse sold at a sacrifice. This party 
kill never repeat it, but others, no 
loubt will in something as bad. An- 
Ither shipped 9000 lbs. of honey to 
lrandon, Man ; his intention was to 
lore it, go up the line and take 
lrders and have it trans-shipped ; 

1 some towns he will not sell any, 
1 others maybe from too to 400 lbs. 
alculate how long it will take and 
jow many places he will require to 
hll at may be he will try and reach 
[>me consumers direct ; in doing so 

: will be subject to a fine or pay a 
tense. His task is certainly not an 
hviableone. I have seen some 1902 
Imb honey in the stores, all of 
Icandeed solid and unsaleable and 
Vs none too well fulled. The demand 

No. 1 fancy is in excess of the
Ippiy.

Iln order to be in perfect health one 
list be temperate in eating. The 
kals also should be regular. Reg- 
krity is one of the golden rules of a 
[U " ordered life. — Ladies Home 
lirnal

Clipping Queens’ Wings.

“Say, Doolittle, what about clipping 
queens ? Neighbor Brown says he 
doesn’t believe in it He says that it 
is too much bother to hunt up the 
queen and that it is too delicate a job 
to clip her wings when she is found 
and that there is more harm than 
good in doing it anyway. So I came 
over to see what you would say.”

‘‘While there may be a grain of 
truth in what your neighbor tells 
you, yet when we come to "count 
noses" the greatest weight of evidence 
from the "dollar-and-cent" apiarists 
of the country is in favor of clipping 
queens' wings.”

"What reasons have you to offer 
for so doing ?”

"By having the wings of all queens 
clipped, you have the bees perfectly 
under your control and can handle 
them as you wish, separating them 
with pleasure when two or more 
swarms cluster together and hive 
without climbing trees, etc , on the re­
turning plan, when they come singly, 
they virtually hiving themselves."

"What is that? Tell me something 
about the plan."

"In using this plan all you have to 
do when the swarm issues is to step 
to the entrance of the hive with a 
little wire-cloth cage into which the 
queen is let run, when the cage is 
stopped and laid in some convenient 
place. The old hive is now moved 
to a new stand and a hive fitted for a 
new colony set in its place. In from 
a few minutes to half an hour the bees 
miss their queen and come back to 
their supposed old home, where they 
expect to find her and the hive as it 
was when they went out. On chang­
ing hives the queen is’placed near the 
entrance, so that, as soon as the bees 
return, they may find her, and not
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scatter about the apiary to other 
hives, as they sometimes will if they 
do not readily find her. As they re­
turn they will commence to run into 
the new hive with fanning wings, 
when the queen is liberated and goes 
in with them.”

"Well, now, if it will work like 
that, no wonder that you like it. How 
long have you used this plan?”

"I have followed this plan for 
nearly a third of a century and know 
it to be a good one, as good yields of 
honey will testify—no climbing of 
trees, cutting off limbs or lugging a 
cumbersome basket or swarming-box 
about. It is straight forward. Let me 
briefly state it again : Remove the old 
hive to a new stand, put the new hive 
in its place and the returning swarms 
hive themselves with little or no 
trouble, save the releasing of the 
queen."

“That is nice, surely ; but is that 
all the reason you have for clipping 
queens’ wings ?"

"I have several besides this, one of 
which is I clip the larger part of the 
wings off, say two-thirds of all four of 
the wings, so that I may the more 
readily see her, now that my eyes are 
growing dim. In making nuclei, 
changing frames of brood and bees, 
extracting, making swarms by shak­
ing, etc., if you find the queen you 
can always know that she is just 
where she belongs and not in some 
place where she ought not to be. And 
by having her wings cut short you 
can see her abdomen as soon as your 
eyes strike the side of the comb she 
is on.”

"That is a good thought also, and 
ore that would help me much, for I 
have often hunted half an hour or 
more for a queen and finally gave up 
in disgust because I could not find 
her. Tell me more of these reasons. 
They explain the situation better than 
I thought it possible.”

"Of course you have heard of thi 
old and main reason for clipping thj 
wings of queens, namely, there ist 
loss of bees from their going to tht| 
woods."

“No. I am only a beginner anil 
neighbor Brown gave no hint | 
this."

"That bees do go to the woods. «1 
for parts unknown, all can assurtl 
themselves by reading the repomf 
given in our various bee-papers froi| 
time to time, if they do not know tin 
same from actual experience Tin 
bees may try for the woods, and the; 
often do ; but as soon as they mill 
their queen, back they came, for tberl 
realize that swarming is of no pm 
pose to them unless they have i 
queen with them to repopulate thé 
home after the bees composing 
swarm die of old age. Many a t 
have I had a swarm start for 
woods or some unknown place 
be gone from sight and hearing fi 
some little time ; but as soon as thi 
really missed their mother, back the 
would come, setting up a joyful hm 
when they found her.”

"That is the best of all you hn| 
told me and I am convinced that ti 
clipping side has the best of the arp 
ment. But tell me how to find! 
queen and how to clip her after beii 
found."

"The time of the year in whichi 
undertake this matter has niuchtoij 
with the pleasure of the work. If i 
wait till just as swarming timei 
upon us, and attempt to hunt upl 
queen in a hive that is over flowij 
with bees and especially one than 
probably swarm in a day ortwi 
when the queen has ceased herlayi^ 
pretty much, so that a burden ofe 
need not hinder her from flying wiij 
the swarm and thus cause her to b 
come no larger that she was wh 
unfertile, we might well speak of ll 
matter as a “bother," as did yo^

lost it
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er anil 
int oil
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Uigbbor ; for to find a queen, under 
Inch circumstances, often baffles the 
post experienced apiarist. But if we 

the work in fruit-bloom, when 
here are comparatively few bees for

fie b'ood they are covering, and the 
ueen very large from her prolific 
gg-laying. using the time from 9 a.

t. to 3 p. m. to look for the queen, 
is being a time still more favorable 
a account of a large share of the few 
ses of the colony being at work, it 
ill be a rare thing that any queen is 
at found on the first effort, and al- 
iOSt immediately, even by the nov-

|“Another new thought to me. But 
111 m* more about how you do it.”
|"1 take along a light empty box of 
le same dimensions as the hive, and 
Jter smoking the bees as little as 
Issible to keep them from stinging, 
Ithey are of the cross kind (many 
llonies need no smoke at all at this 

pe of the year), I carefully lift the 
|st comb and as it comes from the 
|re glance at it to see if there is 

1 in it, for it is generally useless 
(look for any queen at this time of 

: year on combs having no brood 
Ithem, if the queen has not been 
Impeded by careless operations. As 
pi as I find brood I look closely for 
j queen, first glancing down the 
le of the comb next to the one I am 
|ing from the hive and next on the 

osite side of the one I hold in my 
s, holding the comb a little ob- 

|iely as I look for the side of any 
en gives a better view than when 
king straight on her back. While 
1 are looking for the queen on the 
ne that is in your hand, should 
have been on the side of the 

kb next to you, and you failed to 
|her, she would immediately pass 
find to the dark side of the comb, 
t is generally useless te look for 

Ion the side of the comb next to 
I, after you have it in your hand.

As the combs are taken from the 
hive, set them in the box, so that, 
should you not find her the first time 
over, you will have the same chance 
of seeing her in setting them back 
into the hive again that you did at 
first. In this way, after a little prac­
tice, you will have little or no trouble 
in finding any queen, even should it 
be a black or German queen.

‘ I think I understand that part 
now. The next thing is how to clip, 
and I must be going, as I have al­
ready stayed longer than I intended.”

“Having found her I take her by 
the wings with the thumb and fore 
finger of my left hand, when, with 
my right, I place the sharp blade of 
my jack-knife on the part of the 
wings I hold in my left, lowering both 
hands to within an inch or so of the 
tops of the frames, when 1 draw the 
blade just a little, thus severing the 
wings, when the queen runs down 
into the hive the same as if nothing 
had happened.”

“I thank you very much for your 
patience in so minutely explaining 
this to me. But one question more. 
Is there not danger of nutting the 
fingers?”

“No, not if you stop drawing the 
knife as soon as the queen falls; and 
place it squuarely on the wings when 
starting. Some use scissors and they 
are very good ; but after using all 
plans recommended, I like the knife 
the best, and it has the advantage in 
that every one carries a knife which 
is always on hand at any time you 
may chance to find a laying queen 
that is not clipped.”—Conversations 
with Doolittle in Gleanings.

The nest embodies all that is great­
est in a bird’s life, as the home does 
in man’s life.—Ladies’ Home Journal.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.
The executive committe of the 

Ontario Bee-Keepers Association are 
arranging to send an exhibit of honey 
to the St. Louis Exposition. The 
exhibit will be in charge of the 
Dominion Government.

A word to beginners and others— 
Don’t fail to make early preparations 
for winter and remember that plenty 
of good wholesome stores go a long 
way in successful wintering.

We have been asked the question 
"how much a hive of bees in proper 
condition for wintering shouldweigh” 
well of course that depends on the 
strength of the colony and whether 
for outside or inside wintering; would 
say however that a good strong colony 
in an 8-frame Langstroth hive with­
out the cover should weigh at least 
fifty pounds.

"Last spring the editor of this 
Journal fumigated a set of foul 
broody combs with formalin gas. 
Foul brood was present in all its 
stages,except the dried scales. They

were placed on a healthy colony, the I 
bees cleaned out the foul matter and I 
raised perfectly healthy brood.’’—Ed. J 
Rocky Mountain Bee Journal.

“ We are getting more unfavorable] 
reports regarding the use of formal 
dehyde for disinfecting foul-broodv I 
brood-combs. In one instant a goodl 
fumigation did not kill the young! 
brood sealed in the cells ; and if this I 
is the case we certainly can not react | 
the diseased germs n sealed cells | 
Until we know more about it, it is | 
not best to rely on the treatments | 
any more than to fumigate empty I 
cells.”—Ed Gleanings in Bee Culture l

It seems to us that there must haul 
been something radically wrong will I 
the drug or the manner in which ill 
was applied in the case referred to by I 
the Editor of “ Gleanings,” else nil 
brood would have come througll 
alive.

The annual meeting of the Ontario I 
Bee-Keepers Association will he held! 
at Trenton in the first week of Dec I 
ember. The Secretary has not yeti 
announced the dates but we presuml 
they will be Tuesday, Wednesday! 
and Thursday, Dec. i, 2 and 3. The! 
programe is in preparation and wil| 
appear in our next issue.

The Ontario Association has noil 
we believe, the largest membershipt| 
has ever had, this with the increase 
number of bee-keepers in the proving 
and the increased interest in tli( 
industry bids fair for a good atted 
ance at Trenton. Many of us 
looking forward to the meeting alt 
as an opportunity of visiting our got 
friend Mr. C. W. Post who is one 1
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largest and most successful bee­
keepers in the province of Ontario.

The Canadian Freight List, 1903, 
Classifies honey as follows :

LCL CL
looey in glass, packed in cases 1___ 4
looey in cans, not boxed 1....4
looey in cans, boxed or crated 2___ 4
looey in kegs or barrels 2___ 4
looey in comb, boxed O R 1___ 4

To a shipping point from here, say 
ll’innipeg, the rates at present are :
First Class (all rail).............................  $1.74
lecood Class .“   1.48
third (’lass 11   1.16
Fourth Class “   84
Filth Class “   73

According to this the freight on 
»ney in 60 lb. cans, crated, or in 
egs or barrels, when “ less than car 
id" would be $1.48 per cwt.
“ Oil in wood ” and “ molasses in 

|ood” (kegs and barrels we presume) 
es at third class in less than car 
id and fifth class in car loads.

I There should not be any more risk 
handling liquid honey in barrels 

lan in handling oil or molasses and 
mainly much less when the honey 
I granulated.

Clarifying Dark Honey.
IThe following interesting experi­
ment is reported in the British Bee 

urnal
■“With regard to very dark or black 
|ney, of which I have, along with 
)ny others, a good quantity on 

id this season, it may interest you 
(know that I gave a bottle of quite 
fick honey to a friend of mine to 

eriment with, with the object of 
loving the blackness. He sub­
ted the bottle of honey for about 
ee hours to ozone from an electri- 
machine, and returned it to me

perfectly clear and bright. I have 
not gone very fully into the matter, 
but if in your opinion it would be of 
importance to the craft I would do 
so. I am told that the cost per cwt. 
is trifling.

It would appear that the effect of 
the ozone is to cause all the black 
matter to rise to the surface and then 
it is skimmed off.”—R. D. Galbraith, 
London, E. C., September 24.

The experiment is certainly an in­
teresting one, and a valuable if it 
can be demonstrated that the action 
of the ozone and electricity will make 
dark honey light.

The Editors of the Journal, in a 
commentary note, ask the writer for 
samples of the honey in both condi­
tions, and we are likely to have more 
on the subject.

Bee-Keeping in Manitoba.
The western edition of the‘‘Farmers 

Advocate” commenting on a letter 
received by Mr. J. J. Gunn of Conor, 
Manitoba, from an eastern bee-keeper 
as an example of the mistaken idea 
held by many that Manitoba is alto­
gether too cold for bee-keeping and 
that bees would starve owing to no 
honey plants, says :

“Although delusion exists else­
where in regard to the possibilities of 
bee-keeping in this country, and the 
real conditions are by no means known 
as they should, we do not have to go 
outside our own limits to find many 
persons who look upon bee-keeping 
as an industry foreign to this country. 
It would seem that the Manitoba 
Beekeepers’ Association was not 
organized too soon. Is it not time 
that every one was made to know 
that the busy bee can gather just as 
much honey here as in any other clime?
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|| Thoughts and ; 
....Comments l

5 ON CURRENT TOPICS J

$***♦*♦ *****<»*#»**#«****«**5
By « Ker* County Boo Keener.

CARBON-BISUI.PHIEE FOR 
FUMIGATING COMBS

Much as I have read about this 
drug in the different journals have 
had no chance of testing its efficacy 
until a few days ago. Having a few 
hundred extracting combs stored 
away at an outyard, that had been 
left off the hives at last extracting as 
there is no fall pasture, I noticed at my 
last visit that the moths were bother­
ing them a little. Having nothing at 
my disposal but a large empty box 
made of matched lumber, but minus 
a top, I stacked the combs on the 
floor, placed a dish on top of them 
with about two spoonfulls of the drug 
and then turned the box upside- 
down over all.

Forgot to say that the combs were 
in an upper room of a dwelling house, 
and although the floor was matched, 
lathed aad plastered, the intolerable 
oder of the carbon bisulphide pene­
trated through all and made things 
quite unpleasant for a while. Did it 
kill the moths? Believe it would kill 
anything that was forced to inhale 
the horrible stench that it emits. 
Nevertheless it is a handy way ef 
fumigating combs; away ahead of the 
old sulphur plan.
RIPBjVS. UNRIPE BXTRACTBD HONBY.

Sometime ago one of the extensive 
handlers of honey (beleive it was Mr. 
Burnett of Chicago) had a vigorous 
article in “Gleanings” condeming the 
practice of certain bee-keepers in ex­
tracting their honey unripeand putting 
it on the market in that condition. 
Mr. Burnett drew attention to the 
fact that through this practice, tnanu-

190.1

facturers had given up the use of 
extracted buckwheat honey; to the 
detriment of the sale of that article. 
Commenting on this, Mr. Hasty in the 
American Bee Journal,page 618,offers 
the following pertinent remarks :

“We were mighty lucky that it was 
only buckwheat extracted honey that 
got killed. Had there been no chance i 
to discriminate I fear the big users 
that were bitten would have abandoned [ 
the use of all honey. And still the 
seller is going to continue to think 
that if he can make a sale he is all | 
right. Far from being all right if he 
has killed a future sale. This specially | 
affects those who retail in their own 
fields; We must nurse our customers 
instead of poisoning them. Very little 
indeed do many of them know about 
honey, and we if we understand where 
our bread is buttered, will post then 
honestly and truly, that there is i| 
difference between ripe honey 
unripe honey, and how that differenct I 
comes about—I suspect that even 
some of the big buyers need instruction | 
sorely on the point."

No doubt every practical heel 
keeper will sanction the foregoing I 
most emphatically, the great trouble I 
has been and is yet to a certain extent I 
that the bee keeper who takes pains I 
to produce an A. i, article does noil 
always get the credit deserved. With I 
some buyers "honev is honey," thel 
only test being that of color; if white! 
in color never mind if it is as thin u| 
water. Have in mind a wholesaler! 
who some few years ago bought i[ 
man’s crop which fermented in i| 
short time and had to be turned on 
for manufacturing purposes. Horl 
ever the next season he bought the| 
same man’s crop without askinj 
any questions, paying the higbes 
market price for the same.
COMPARATIVB "STRENGTH"OFSUCH

DO 1

uc

AND HONEY AS FOOD FOR BEHS.

In answer to a questioner,

fling 
[espec 
id tak 
ten ta 
like 

mud 
her 

[ering 
ightc 

Mil 
to t 

spea 
iguesi 

Tb<



O 'Ct ■ 1903 THE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL 63

IS.

I Miller in A. B. J. advises him to allow 
the bees jolbs of honey or ts équiva­
lant in sugar syrup for winter 
stores. He says “that will require 
about 22lbs dry granulated sugar, if 
you use sugar syrup.”

This brings to my mind a conversa-

I
tion with a Hend at the Barrie 
convention in which it was claimed 
that it took 3lbs of sugar to equal 
ilb of honey in "lasting” qualities, 
for winter food for bees. While I 
very much doubted and still doubt

I
 he accuracy of this statement, yet I 
dont know’ for sure, so who will 
live us information on this line, 
ome reliable authentic data on this 
oint would be much appreciated by

(
he scribbler of these notes, possibly 
lome others as well.

DO BBSS “OFFER” FOOD TO THH 
QUEEN?

One bv one our little pet theories

I
re beieg exploded by investigation. 
Inly a few years ago we used to pity 
he poor bee that always died after 
hsing its sting. Then it became an 
pcepted fact that while such bees 
ndoubtedly did "die," yet they

i
obably lived as long as though they 
id not lost this useful "?" little 
gan. Then we had the sting-trowel 
ntroversy etc., etc., all in turn to be 
st aside, as tried and found wanting 

ow comes that scientific, hard 
Mr. A. C. Miller who has no 

lespect" for "set rules ’ or text books: 
Id takes away our favorite theme 
pen talking to our wondering friends 
: like so much to tell how bees pay 
| much respect to the queen, follow- 

her around and continuously 
ring her food especially in the 

|ight of the breeding season. Yet 
Miller says: "bees never offer 

I to the queen, and I know where-

II speak. The bees that show their 
iguesare seekingfood notOFFERiNG 

he sooner bee-keepers learn

this, the sooner will they solve 
several otherwise troublesome prob­
lems. "Where ignorance is bliss‘tis’ 
folly to be wise,” so guess I wont 
watch how the bees feed one another 
for fear of getting in the maze so far 
that I cannot get out. Mr. Miller’s 
somewhat lenghty articles in the ‘Re­
view and A. B. J. from which this short 
extract was quoted form interesting 
reading. Editor Hutchinson comment 
ing on Mr. Miller’s views, commends 
him in his efforts at correcting what 
he considers errors in our text books, 
but says he must expect critrism. 
“For instance he may be correct as to 
the manner in which bees usually 
feed one another, but I would feel 
better satisfied if he would explain 
how a caged queen gets her food 
unless it is offered to her. It is true 
as he says, that queens socaged often 
die; but it is equally true that they 
often live many days.

FREIGHT RATES ON HONEY.

Whats the matter with the O. B. K. 
A. dealing with this matter, this 
comming convention? It seems to 
me an injustice that the honey 
producer has to pay about one third 
more freight charges on his product 
than does the shipper of other 
more bulky materials. If the railway 
companies took any extra risk in 
handling honey, well and good. 
However such is not the case as I 
noticed when shipping in bbls. this 
fall that each shipping bill had written 
across the face "at owners risk of 
leakage,"why extracted honey should 
be classed as 2nd class freight, while 
applas, flour etc. go as 3rd class is 
something not clear to me. Possibly 
if representations were made to the 
different companies explaining the 
situation, some redress of the in j ustice 
might be obtained. Any way it is 
worth trying for.
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Prevention of Swarming and 

Increase.
Since different bee-keepers are run­

ning out apiaries, the question arises 
how to manage them during swarm­
ing time. If we let ti e bees swarm 
and hire a boy for watching and 
catching the swarms, we have con­
siderable expense and can be sure 
that this boy will sleep somewhere in 
the shade just when a swarm is com­
ing out and going off.

Since I have kept bees, now for 
about 40 years, I have tried to avoid 
this watching for swarms by making 
them artificially, just a little earlier 
than the colonies would swarm natur­
ally. Of all the different ways to make 
artificial swarms, I found that brushed 
swarms on the old or on new 
stand are the best, because they are 
quite similar to natural swarms ; in 
some respects even better. In this 
way I managed an out-apiary from 
1882 to 1893 for comb and extracted 
honey, and lost very few swarms. At 
that time I increased the number of 
my colonies ; when I did not want 
more colonies I united two of the 
weaker colonies after the honey-flow 
or in the fall. In some localities and 
some years I still think that it is the 
best plan and right here I want to say 
that a great deal depends upon the 
locality and other circumstances as to 
which management is the best.

In my locality, for instance, the 
bees commence to breed early ; at 
the end of March some ofthecolonies 
in 8 or 10 frame hives are swarming 
already, but the main honey-flow from 
horsemint commences generally at 
the end of May During this flow we 
expect no swarms at all. In other 
localities the swarming time com­
mences just before the honey-flow 
and continues all through it. This 
makes a big difference in the manage­
ment to prevent swarming. Now, I 
will tel) how I do it. I use very large

hives in the spring, and they prevent| 
swarming to a great extent. Whei 
you have used them five or six yearsl 
you will find out that your bees wj] 
be less inclined to swarm. In some 
years, very favorable for brood rear 
ing in the spring, a large numbero| 
the colonies would nevertheless 
swarm, but they will swarm at least 1 
month later than those in small hives. 
Once in awhiie I go over my colonie 
and if I find one very strong I remove 
the shallow stories to see whetherthi 
colony has comparatively muil 
brood. If I find brood that would || 
more than two stories (an equivalent 
to about 10 Lmgstroth frames,) 
colony is swarmed or divided ait-l 
ficially.

bn the

Now, you will say, We wantym 
to speak of a plan, or some plans,» 
prevent swarming and increase. Wt| 
it is this way : The plan consists 1 
two parts. At first a brushed swartj 
is made and then the second part» 
the manipulation, all the bees whid 
will afterwards hatch from the brood 
are given back to this swarm at the 
proper time ; and this can be donei 
different ways. If we produce a| 
tracted or bulk comb honey the phi 
is more simple and I will explain! 
first.

One thing I have to mention. Ill 
brushed swarm is made or a nature 
swarm is used just at the beginningiT 
the main honey-flow for produti«{ 
comb honey in sections, I alwaysg 
starters only in the brood-frames a 
full sheets of foundation in thes 
tions. For extracted honey I prc6j 
empty combs or full sheets of founà 
tion in the brood-chamber. I this 
you know the reason of this. Ni» 
to our management.

First Plan.—If a colony is read 
to swarm and the honey flow 
commence in about two or th 
weeks and extracted honey is tod 
produced, I set a new brood chambj
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|m the old stand with one comb con- 
aining open brood and the queen ; 
ie balance full sheets of foundation, 
queen-excluder on top and over 

lis all the stories of the colony in the 
lid order, If I can’t find the old 
lueen I brush off the bees from the 
rood-combs into the hive, or in front 

■ it, till I am sure the queen will be 
ider the excluder. This manipula­
it! keeps this colony from swarming 

hr three or four weeks, and con- 
kquently it depends upon the locality 
[hether it is sufficient or not.
| Second Plan.—We need a simple x.\ 
iplement for this plan. It is a board l 

a Porter escape-board, but in 
ace of the bee-escape it contains two 

luare holes about 2x4 inches and 
|re screens nailed on both sides of 

board over these holes, so the 
5 can’t feed through. On one 
, about 2 inches of the rim is cut 

for an alighting hole. These 
uble-wire screens can be used in 
- apiary for differ tnt purposes.
Wow, we again make a brushed 
àrm on the old stand with the old 
►en, a double wire-screen on top,
I alighting-hole in the front and on 

of this all the brood-frames with 
Sufficient number of bees for 
krishing brood. A queen-cell from 
|cted stock can be given to this 

er colony. When this queen is 
khed and fertilized the wire-screen 
kmoved, and which queen is se- 
pd, we allow it to be fought out by 
queens themselves. In nearly all 
i the young queen will kill the 

lone and this colony will not 
im any more the same year. This 
1 is the invention of Mr. M. R. 
hrie, of California, which he des- 
|M to me in a private letter, .fs 
bird Plan .—If we wish to keep 
fold queen we can use another 

We set the hive with the 
> tol^H-combs on the side of the brush- 

karm and give a ripe queen-cell

if none is on the combs. This colony 
is weak and the first young queen 
that hatches will destroy the other 
queen cells. In a week after brush­
ing she will have done this job and 
we will see it, if any queen-cell is 
found with the aide torn open by the 
bees. Now, in the evening, we 
simply change the places of the two 
colonies and one hour afterwards, 
when the bees have ceased to fly, we 
change places again. What’s that for? 
Well, in the evening many field-bees 
from the swarm will enter the hive 
with the virgin queen ; they are used 
to a fertile queen and will kill the 
young one during the night in nine 
cases out of ten. The next morning 
<we set this hive on top of the swarm, 
4nd a wire screen between the two, 
vhich can be removed about six 
lours afterwards.

These plans can be used for the 
reduction of extracted honey. The 
Id brood-combs, which are now on 

top of the swarm, will be filled with 
honey, which can be extracted. For 
the production of section honey we 
can use similar plans, but we have to 
overcome some difficulties.

The forced-swarm method for sec­
tion honey has a double purpose. 
First, to prevent swarming, and, 
second, to have the colony in the 
right condition to start to work in the 
supers at once. This is secured by 
the empty brood-chamber. There 
are no empty cells in which honey 
could be stored, so it must go into 
the supers. For the first purpose we 
would not need any manipulation be­
cause during the main honey-flow the 
bees will Inot swarm here. So it is 
plain the forced-swarm method must 
be used just at the beginning of the 
main honey-flow. Probably we can 
keep our bees from swarming before 
this time by using very large hives 
and by spreading the brood once in 
awhile, or in some localities where1
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the bees swarm just at that time, we 
can use the plan I recommended 
about four or five years ago.

Fourth Plan,—A brushed swarm 
is made as before, and the parent col­
ony set at the side of it. The hatch­
ing bees are afterwards united to the 
swarm by using the well known Hed- 
don plan of preventing after-swarms 
or transferring. All this is old. If 
anything is new, it is that these old 
manipulations arc used for another 
and new purpose.

Fifth Plan.—For this purpose, to 
add the bees hatching from the brood 
to the swarm, the bee-keepers in Col­
orado use another way. Over the 
top of the brushed swarm are set one 
or two section supers, then the double 
wire screen-board, and over this the 
brood-combs with some bees. Now 
a canal is made out of three laths, 
which leads from the upper alighting- 
hole down near to the lower alighting- 
hole. The upper end of this canal is 
closed. The bees from the upper 
hive have to go down and when they 
return to the hive they will mostly 
enter the lower hive. In three weeks 
all the bees have hatched and can be 
united with the swarm and the empty 
combs used elsewhere or melted into 
wax. I have some objections to this 
plan, but the Colorado bee-keepers 
say it works all right. Mr. F. L 
Thompson described this way in the 
Progressive Bee-keeper some time 
ago.

Sixth Plan.—Kuehne’s plan, too 
can be used for section honey, with a 
little variation.

Seventh Plan. Some of our 
Texas beekeepers prefer smaller 
hives and their bees commence to 
swarm one or two months before the 
main honey.flow. They have weak­
er colonies and weaker swarms. What 
would be the best plan for producing 
comb honey and avoid all increase ?

I would use hive stands on which I

could place two hives close together] 
In the spring we have only one hivj 
on every stand. The swarms, na' un 
or artificial, are set close to a parent! 
colony (not to that from which thi 
swarm was made, but to one whici 
was swarmed some days before thit 
When the main flow is beginning am 
we have a single hive on a stand, it 
a colony which has not swarmed 
can be manipulated according to 01 
of the given plans. If we have a 
of hi ves on another stand it is a stv 
and a parent colony. I would mi 
pulate them in the following way 

We remove both colonies from 
stand and set the brood chamber 
that colony, which has the theyoi 
queen, in the middle of the stand, 
it will catch the field-bees of both 
onies. In this brood-uhamberwe 
crowd the brood combs which 
tain the most brood. If more bri 
combs are in this colony w e gin 
to the other colony with the 
queen, but without bees. Now 
put the section supers on, with 
without a queen excluding hoi 
board between them and the hi 
chamber ; on top of this aboard 
double wire-screens, as just desci 
and then the other hive with 
and all. The Colorado canal a 
used or not. The field-bees of 
upper hive will enter the lower 
The next, or in a few days after»- 
we kill or remove the old queen 
the upper hive and now the col 
are in the same condition as ii 
other plans, and the young bi 
united with the main colony in 
the given ways.

Eighth Plan.—Before I 
will mention the plan by whir 
bee-keepers of Colorado try 
rid of foul brood. When the 
flow commences, the bees are 
into an empty hive and treated 
McEvoy plan. All the broi 
are given to another colony (a
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one will do), and here they are stori- 
fied from several colonies as high as 
i man can reach. Twenty-one days 
Afterwards all the brood has hatched 
Ud now this colony, too, is brushed 
led or shaken from the combs, the 
honey is extracted, and if the fumi- 
tating of these empty combs with 
Formalin gas will prove to kill the 
Ipores of the foul-brood bacillus, we 
nil have a true remedy for this pest 
But do not forget that all the opera­
tions must be done \ ery carefully.

Ninth Plan.—If the colonies are 
pairs close together when the 

honey flow commences, we may unite 
(hem for comb honey production and 
lecure a good crop, even if they are 
lot very strong. The queen of one 
lolony is removed, killed or kept with 
Jne brood-frame and adhering bees 

i a nucleus. Now the bees of both 
lolonies are brushed and shaken into 
In empty hive on the old stand, as 
■escribed, and the brood-combs mani­
pulated in the same way.

| e+e+e-i-e*e*e*e*e+e*e+e+e*e +

Wintering Bees. $
<By J. J. GUNN, MANITOBA. £

|te+e*e*e+e*e+e+e*e*e*e+e* e

y >1

To winter bees successfully, one 
pould begin by preparing for it early. 
|fter the close of the honey season, 
lit while the weather is still warm, 
he hives should all be examined and 
pebrood nests reduced to the number 

: combs the bees can cover well. 
Ich hive should be weighed to make 
pre that it contains enough honey to 
eep the colony within it safely 
liough the winter and well on into 
le spring. A colony that covers 
jght combs will require more stores 
Ian one covering only six. This is 
pime when it pays to be liberal.

Honey left in the hive in excess of 
what may be required will not be lost, 
and it is always better to be sure 
than sorry.

I have had strong colonies come 
through the winter with a loss of less 
than ten pounds, while at other times 
the loss would be over twenty 
pounds. How late brood rearing is 
kept up in the fall and how early it 
begins in the spring bas much to do 
with this. Again, when weighing 
the bees into the cellar about the first 
week in November, we sometimes 
find the weights agreeing pretty well 
with those of September, while other 
seasons will show a loss of ten pounds 
or more in the same time. It is wise, 
therefore, when weighing for the first 
time to leave at least thirty pounds 
of honey to each strong colony. If 
this weight is lacking, it is better to 
make it up by feeding sugar syiup 
than to give combs of honey and so 
have more comb in the hive than the 
bees can cover. This is the time, 
too, to unite weak colonies. Every­
thing of a preparatory nature should 
be done during September, and bees 
left ale ne till weighed into the 
cellar in November, or when the 
winter appears to be setting in.

Coming to the question of winter­
ing properly, the cellar seems to be 
the most suitable place. I am aware 
that bees have been successfully 
wintered outside in Manitoba and the 
Territories, that some have wintered 
them in garrets and others in houses 
built for the purpose with double 
walls and sawdust filling ; but the 
cellar seems to be the favorite place, 
and doubtless will be found to be the 
best for our climate, if for no other 
reason than that it is less affected by 
sudden changes of temperature than 
any place above ground can possibly 
be.

If the cellar is properly ventilated 
and of a temperature well above
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freezing—say about forty-five—bees 
will winter finely if not stuffed 
around in their hives so as to prevent 
the circulation of air and the escape 
of moisture from the cluster. Many 
people have such an idea of the cold 
in Manitoba that they can’t realize 
that a room in which the thermometer 
stands at forty-five above is as warm 
as a room of the same temperature in 
any other Province, and so they stuff 
and pack around their bees and 
literally kill them with mistaken 
kindness. In such a cellar all that is 
necessary is to make it as easy as 
possible for the air to circulate.

My cellar is under the dwelling 
house, and is walled with stone. 
From near the floor a one and a half 
inch pipe passes upward beside a 
heating stove in the dining room, and 
enters the stovepipe just above the 
stove, thus creating a forced circula­
tion of air in the cellar at all times. 
When placing the hives in the cellar 
the covers are removed and nothing 
left above the bees but a cloth, 
woollen, if possible, but often a piece 
of heavy but porous sacking or 
burlap. A piece of old carpet does 
well for this. Hives with movable 
bottoms should also be raised from 
the bottoms at the back. The first 
row of hives is placed on a bench 
about sixteen inches high. Across 
each of these are laid slats one inch 
thich, on which to set the next row. 
In the same manner a third or even 
a fourth row may be placed.

Once in winter quarters there is but 
one thing the bees require,that is to be 
let alone—absolutely alone—till it is 
warm enough for them to fly ; and 
unless noisy and fouling the fronts 
of the hives to be let alone even then 

•till the willows bloom.— Farmers 
Advocate.

more about Shook Smarminy

Advertise in the Canadian Bee 
Journal.

( i ■•+•+#+•+•+•+#+•+#+•+•+#:■! !

One great drawback to the ordinary! 
method of brushing and shaking! 
swarms is that large numbers of bct | 
instead of entering the new hiver 
their home stand, will take wing anil 
join themselves to other colonies «1 
the yard. This not only seriously de-l 
plates the force of the shaken swarmsl 
but helps to induce swarming in thil 
other hives, whose numbers are thnsl 
suddenly augmented and with be«| 
that have already contracted tb 
fever of unrest which culminates ml 
swarming. As a result the vholcf 
apiary is inoculated with the Qvsia 
to swarm and for the time being,! 
evil intensified rather than repress*

A plan which obviates all tbis| 
trouble has been practised for a nua- 
ber of years by Herman Rauchfus^ 
of Denver, Colorado. That the plat 
is a success may be inferred fromt 
fact that a whole apiary once treated 
in this manner by Mr. Rauchfnssj 
gave the phenomenal average of i j 
pounds of comb honey per colon; 
The usual plan of preparation isfoi| 
lowed up to the point of shaking 
when instead of dumping the beesil 
a pile in front of the new hive,f 
single frame of brood containing tl 
queen and adhering bees is 
therein, the super adjusted and 
hive containing the remaining I 
and brood is set on top. The 
trance to the old hive should facetl 
rear and should be closed so than 
a bee can get out. Bore a half oil 
three-quarter inch hole in the rear J 
this hive and affix to it a chuter 
by n'.iling together four pieces | 
lath, which should terminate at* 
an inch above the alighting boardj 
the new hive. The bees will 
out readily through this chute, I
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^hen they return laden from the 
they will enter the new hive 

i a day or two all the flying bees will 
ave joined the new hive and in 
venty-one days practically all the 
»ung bees will have come out and 
jitered the new hive. By this plan 
le transfer is effected without any 
Icitement, the probability of ab- 
onding is eliminated and there is no 
ps of unsealed brood. The evil 
attires of shaking are entirely done 

with, while all its virtues are 
^served and utilized.
The foregoing is the plan outlined 

I Mr. Rauchfuss and we note that 
|p. Atwater, of Boise, Idaho, uses 

recommends practically the same 
ng. In our own practice, instead 
placing the old hive on top of the 
rone, we would place it alongside 
i the entrance facing opposite, and 
nected by a chute as aforesaid It 
,d then be less in the way and not 
to be lifted off every time the 

pr was examined. Speaking in 
to the proper time to make 

pd swarms, F. L Thompson has 
say in the “Progressive” for 

list :
t seems to me not an essential 

lition that the flow has actually 
started, if a brood comb contain- 
oney is given to the swarm, to 
em along to the flow, but mere- 

n.fV—— i the prospects ure good. When 
nditions are favorable, many of 
rongest colonies will have eggs 
queen cells before the alfalfa 
oomed, and in my experience 
colonies do decidedly better 
treated early. Besides, there is 
ir of the yard becoming de- 
[ized by the swarming fever if 
onsiderable portion is treated 
later than the conditions will

! accords exactly with our owr 
|ence. A week to ten days be 
i alfalfa flow is about the pro

per time to begin. Usually, when the 
season is normal, the bees will in­
dicate the proper time themselves by 
starting queen cells a week or two in 
advance of the main flow.

Mr. Thompson says further in re­
lation to the subject of shook swarm­
ing; :

“Not only do localities differ very 
widely but bees in the same locality 
in different seasons require very dif­
ferent treatment. This season in my 
locality the bees were a month late in 
development. Hence I made only a 
few artificial swarms, by the auto­
matic method, giving them a frame 
of brood as usual. But an unusual 
proportion of these made swarms 
swarmed again after building queen 
cells, and were otherwise unsatisfac- 
to y, (especially in building great 
quantities of drone comb, though the 
queen’s space was contracted. Di­
visions by another plan, giving drawn 
combs, to both parties a little brood 
to the old queens and most of the 
brocd to the new queens, bought for 
the purpose, leaving the old queens 
for the old stands, were much more 
satisfactory. In fact, a few natural 
swarms hived on combs did much 
better than natural swarms hived on 
starters, thereby completely reversing 
the rules I found to work hitherto. 
Therefore the old story must be re­
peated again, not rules, but principles: 
never do bee work by routine but 
always keep principles in mind, yet 
not trust them exclusively, either, 
but be prepared to meet the un­
expected.’’ — The Rocky Mountain 
Bee Journal.

Talent is aptitude for a given line. 
In the old Bible significance it is 
power intrusted to one for a specific 
use. Everybody has some talent 
worth cultivating. The more we use 
what we originally have, the greater 
becomes its value. Ladies’ Home 
Journal.
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An Act Respecting the Right of 
Property in Swarms of Bees.

R. S. O., 1897, Chap. 117.

1. Bees living in a state of freedom 
shall be the property of the person dis­
covering them, whether he is or is not 
the proprietor of the land on which they 
have established themselves.

2- Bees reared and kept in hives shall 
be private property.

3. Where a swarm of bees leaves a 
hive the owner may reclaim them, so 
long as he can prove his right of property 
therein, and shall be entitled to take 
possession of them at any place on 
which the swarm settles, even if such 
place be on the land of another person, 
but the owner shall notify the proprietor 
of such land beforehand and compensate 
him for all damages. If a swarm settles 
in a hive which is already occupied, the 
owner of such swarm shall lose all right 
of property therein.

Any unpursued swarm which lodges 
on any property whatsoever, without 
settling thereon, maybe secured by the 
first comer, unless the proprietor of the 
land objects.

5. If the owner of a swarm of bees 
declines to follow the swarm and another 
person undertakes the pursuit, such 
other person shall be substituted in the 
rghts of the owner, and every swarm 
which is not followed shall become the 
property of the proprietor of the land on 
which it settles, without regard to the 
place from which it has come.

An Act for the Suppression of Foul 
Brood Among Bees.

R. S. O., 1897, Chap. 283.

1.— (1) The Ontario Bee Keepers' 
Association shall ateach annual meeting 
or the directors of the said Association 
shall, if in the interval between two 
annual meetings the occasion arises, 
app int an Inspector of Apiaries and a 
Sub Inspectorfo*-the ProvinceofOntario, 
and the said Inspectorand Sub-Inspector 
shall be elected by the vote of the maj­
ority of the members of said Association 
present at the annual meeting or the 
vote of the majority of the directors as 
the case may be. Any annual meeting 
may delegate the annual appointment of 
an Inspectorand Sub-Inspector to the 
newly elected Board of Directors.

(2) The said Sub-Inspector may, when 
so directed, as hereinafter provided,

Ot tobi

perform all the duties and excernej 
the powers in this Act directed to 
performed or exercised by the Inspected 
and the provisions of this Act reiatij 
to the Inspector shall be deemed 1 
apply to and include the said SulJ 
Inspector.

nay, 1 
Irorde 
end hi'

(3) The Inspector or Sub-Inspc toroj
discientering on any premises in the

shall,if so required,prodni
_ „ „ lischai

of his duties 
the certificate of the President of 
said Association that he has been 
pointed as such Inspector, or Sub-lj 
spector, as the case may be.

2- ThesaidInspectoranii8ub-In»pec|| 
shall hold office for one year from tl 
date of the annual meeting at which thi 
were appointed, or if they areappointi 
by the directors, then untill the m 
annual meeting after such appointmi 
and shall be eligible for re-lection, 
the said Inspector or Sub-Inspector 
at any time, subject to the approval 
the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, 
removed from office by the directors fj 
neglect of duty or other sufficient cai 
and in case of such removal the direcl 
shall without delay appoint a suces

3 The said Inspector shall, wheni 
so directed by the President of 
Ontario Bee Keepers’ Association. 1 
without unnecessary delay any loci 
in the Province of Ontario, and t 
examine any apiary or apiaries towhi 
the said President may direct him, 1 
ascertain whether or not the diseu 
known as “foul brood" exists in si 
apiary or apiaries, and wherever then 
Inspector is satisfied of the existantt] 
foul brood in its virulent or raali] 
type, it shall be the duty of the ins[ 
to order all colonies so affected, togi 
with the hives occupied by them 
the contents of such hives, and 
tainted appurtenances that cannot 
disinfected, to be immediately desti 
by fire under the personal direction 
and superintendance of said Insj 
and after inspecting infected hiv 
fixtures, or handling diseased bees, 
Inspector shall, before leaving 
premises, or proceeding to anv 
apiary thoroughly disinfect his 
person and clothing, and shall see 
any assistant with him also thoroa) 
disinfects his person and clothing 
where the Inspector, who shall be] 
sole judge thereof, is satisfied than 
disease exists, but only in milder tf 
and in its incipient stages, and is' 
or may be treated successfully, 1 
Inspector has reason to believe 
may be entirely cured,then the 1m
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nay. in his discretion, omit to destroy 
hr order the destruction of the colonies 
[nd hives in which the disease exists.
j 4 The Inspector shall have full 
|)#er, in his discretion, to order any 

uner or possessor of bees dwelling in

I
 it box-hives, in apiaries where the dis- 
ase exists (being mere boxes without 
ames), to transfer such bees to mova­
ble frame hives within a specified time 
din default of such transfer, the In-

1 lector may destroy, or order the des­
uction of, such box hives and the bees 
welling therein.
|5 Any owner or possessor of diseased 
llonies of bees, or of any infected ap- 
liances for bee-keeping, who knowingly 
Ills or barters or gives away such dis­
used colonies or infected appliances, 
hall, on conviction thereof before any 
hstice of the Peace, be liable to a fine 
(not less than $50 or more than $100 
to imprisonment for any term not ex- 
:eding two months.
6’ Any person whose bees have been 
Stroyed or treated for foul brood, who 
11s or offers for sale any bees, hives or 
ipurtenances of any kind, after such 
struction or treatment, and before 
ing authorized by the Inspector so to 

, or who exposes in his bee-yard, or 
ie»here, any infected comb, honey, or 
1er infected thing, or conceals the 
:tthat said disease exists among his 
es,shall' on convictisn before a Justice 
it Peace, be liable to a fine not less

Iin $20 and not more than $50 or to 
prisonment for a term not exceeding 

months and oot less than one 
Imth.

, Any owner or possessor of bees

Io refuses to allow the Inspector or 
assistant or assistants to freely ex- 

said bees, or the premises in 
ich they are kept, or who refuses to 
troy the infecred bees and appor­
tes, or to permit them to be des­
eed when so directed by the Inspector 
y, on the complaint of the Inspector, 
summoned before a Justice of the 

,ce.and on conviction, shall be liable

Ifine of not less than $25 and not 
e than $50 for the first offence, and 
less than $50 and more than $100 for 
second and any subsequent offence, 
the said Justice of the Peace shall 

fan order directing the said owner

I possessor forthwith to carry out the 
itionsof the Inspector.

Where an owner or possessor of

bees disobeys the directions of the said 
Inspector, or offers resistance to, or 
obstructs the said Inspector, a Justice 
of the Peace may, upon the complaint of 
said Inspector, cause a sufficient num­
ber of special constables to be sworn in, 
and such special constables shall, under 
the directions of the Inspector, proceed 
to the premises of such owner or 
possessor and assist the Inspector to 
seize a’l the diseased colonies and 
infected appurtenances and burn them 
forthwith, and if necessary the said 
Inspector or constables may arrest the 
said owner or possessor and bring him 
before a Justice of the Peace to be delt 
with according to the ,-revisions of the 
proceeding section of tnis Act.

,V Before proceeding against any 
Pe; -on before a Justice of the Peace, the 
said Inspector shall read over to such 
person the provisions of this Act or 
shall cause a copy thereof to be delivered 
to such person.

10; Every beekeeper or other person 
who is aware of the existance of foul 
brood, either in his own apiary or else­
where, shall immediately uotify the 
President of the Ontario llee Keepers' 
Association of the existance of such 
disease, and in default of so doing shall 
on summary conviction before a Justice 
of the Peace be liable to a fine of $"> and 
costs.

11- Upon receiving the notice in the 
preceding section mentioned or in any 
way becoming aware of the existence of 
foul brood in any locality, the said 
President shall immediately direct the 
said Inspector to proceed and inspect 
infected premises ; but where the person 
giving such notice is unknown to the 
President or there is reason to believe 
that the information in said notice is 
untrustworthy, or that the person giving 
such notice is actuated by improper 
motives, then the President may require 
the person giving such notice to deposit 
the sum of $5 with the President as a 
guarantee of good faith, before the said 
notice is acted upon, and if it proves 
that said notice was properly given, then 
the said deposit shall be returned to the 
person giving such notice, but other­
wise the said deposit shall be forfeited 
to the use of the said Ontario Bee 
Keepers’ Association.

12 The said Association shall include 
in its annual report to the Minister of 
Agricultural a statement of the
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Inspector’s work during the proceeding 
year, which stater lent shall include the 
number of colon es destroyed by order 
of the Inspector and the localities were 
found, and the amount paid to him for 
his services and expenses for the pro­
ceeding year.

13- The directors of the said Associa­
tion may from from time to time make 
such by-laws and regulations for the 
control and guidance of the Inspector 
in carrying out the provisions of this 
Act as they may deem necessary, and 
the said directors shall also by by-law 
fix the amount of the remuneration of 
the said Inspector and Sub-Inspector, 
but all such by-laws and regulations 
shall be subject to the approval of the 
Minister of Agricultural.

An Act for the Protection of Bees.
R. S.O., 1897, Chap. 282.

1. No person in spraying or sprinkling 
fruit trees, during the period within 
which such trees are in full bloom, shall 
use or cause to be used, any mixture 
containing Paris Ggeen or any other 
poisonous substance injurious to bees.

2- Any persons contravening the pro 
visions of this Act. shall, on summary 
conviction thereof before .a Justice of 
the Peace, be subject to a penalty of not 
less than $1. and not more than $5, with 
or without costs of prosecution, and in 
case of a fine or a fine and costs being 
awarded, and of the same not being upon 
conviction forthwith paid, the Justice 
may commit the offender to the common 
goal, there to be imprisoned for any 
term not exceeding thirty days, unless 
the fine and costs are sooner paid.

A Tale of Three Toads.
A gentleman living in Denver hasl 

discovered that a toad may have asl 
keen a sense of locality as a dog or a| 
cat. He has been much interested! 
in bees, and has several hives near! 
his house. Of late, however, hiil 
attention has been quite diverted! 
from the bees to four good sized! 
toads that have taken up their abode! 
under one of the larger hives Byl 
watching them closely he discovered! 
that position was decidely well taken! 
When the bees come in laden with! 
honey they are apt to hit the hivel 
and fall to ti e ground. Then Mr.f 
Toad’s active little tongue darts out[ 
and the dazed little bee meets 
unexpected doom. This, of couri 
was very gratifying to the toad, bul 
very hard on the bee. The gentlef 
men took three of the toads, painta 
them a bright yellow, carried then| 
three-quarters of a mile from thi 
house and left them in the road, 
the evening of the second day thrcj 
rather weary, yelloy-streaked toai 
resumed their positions under th| 
hive, ready for the next day’s sla 
ghi er. Hut their fine sense of locatid 
had to be sacrificed in the interest f 
the bee business—they were dispos 
of. But it is evident that a toad di) 
his hopping in an intelligent mann

Access to books is an open doorl 
wide knowledge, to a disciplined roil 
and to an immense extension and vari| 
of interests. Ladies’ Home Journal.

A '‘P«K" T««ttr

Page Woven Wire Fenc
is the oi " 
to the
••Pâge"________________________________ _
ordinary No. 7 wire will only stand a strain! 
of 1,700 pounds Common wire when coiled or lient! 
will straighten out with the first strain and remain! 
so. Page fences are now very cheap, and you know! 
they have always been the best. Page fences are! 
used by all Canadian railways. ■
The Pafle Wire Fence Co., Limited. Walkervlllp Ont,


