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XOMPANYING thin booklet i.

Ian exact reproduction in minia-
I ture of the lead tablet deposited
tn March 30. 1 743. in a bluff over-
. looking the Missouri River by the
Chevalier de la Verendr:^e. as'the

evidence of his having taken possession of'the
whole northwestern part of what is now the
United State, together with a large part of
what IS now Western Canada, as far as the
Rocky Mountains, by right of discovery for
the King of France. This reproduction of what
Page Tkrti



may be termed one of the mo«t intere.ting title
deed, in hwtory the Free Prew mIu you to
accept with if be.t wi.he. for Chri.tma..
I he original lead tablet was found in March
iMt by a young girl while playing with her
wmpanions near the public school at Fort
Pierre, which is on the west bank of the
Missoun River acroM fn,m the city of Pierre,
the capital of the State of North Dakota. The
location in which it was found is near the
junction of a small stream with the Missouri
as descnbed in the Chevalier de la Verendrye's



nwntMcnpt journal of kb journeying.. wKkh
ui in the archives of the French Government
at Pan*, m its original deerskin wrapper.

I

HIS historic tablet is now in the
possession of the Government of the
Sute of North Dahou. Soon after
its discovery, which was within
a few days of the one hundred

and seventieth anniversary of its being buried
by the Chevalier de la Verendrye. photographs

W. O Reilly. of Pierre. The photographs were
reproduced in the Free Press on Saturday.
ApnllZ last, m connection with an article by
Mr. Charl«. N Bell. F.R.G.S.. of Winnipeg
TTiat was the first publication of photographs
of the tablet and Mr. Bell's article was the
first published after the finding of the tablet.m which there was given a comprehensive
account of the explorations of the Chevalier
de la Verendrye. hi. two brothers and his father.
Pierre Gaultier de Varenne de la Verendrye.
whose name is worthy of bo high a place in the
roll of the names of the adventurous French
explorer, of the .eventeenth and eighteenth
Pate Fiv*



c«,.u„«. RadBjon. Duluth. Marquette. Jolliet,

i;So^^K
"^otte C.dill«: .„d the other,who. like huMelf and hi, «,„, bl.z«l the wayArough vaat r^™ of thi. continent prev.oudy untrodden by a white man. It wa.mS^t«nber, 1738 thatRerredeUVerendrye.

Ae fa her w,th hi. younge.t «,„, FrJL

by rt^!?s- '"'? r* '"""^ """Panion.

l^ke of the Wood, two yean, before) arrived« the juncfon of the Red and the Awiniboine
R-ver.. the 6ru white men to view the .ite ofthe prewnt city of Winnipeg.

"^ , V""'' » «bout eight inche. in
wdth. The Utin in«;ription on the
obverM i. a. follow.: "Anno XXVI
Regni Ludovici XV P,„ Rege I||u,.

d-R u ™I"T?"°™"°'^'"''">Marchioned. Beauhamo» MDCCXXXI Petru. Gauld"rde la Verendore Po.uit." That i.: "In the

m the Nam. of the King. Our Tlrice IlIu.t„W
&ver«gn, and of Mon«.ur the Marqui. deBeauhamou. Pierre Gaultier de la VeLdrye

^age Six



Placed (This Tablet) 1741." The tablet has
stamped at the top. above this inscription, and
at each corner, the fleur-de-lis of the Royal
Arms of France. On the reverse of the tablet
the inscription cut by the Chevalier de la
Verendrye with the point of a dagger is as
follows: "Pose par le Chevalyer de La Vr te St
Louy la Londette A Miotte le 30 Mars. 1743."
The "te" means "temoins." witnesses. The
two voyageurs accompanying the Chevalier de
la Verendrye were Louis la Londette and A.
Miotte. His brother Francois was the fourth
member of the expedition, and it is remarkable
that his name does not appear on the tablet.
TTie inscription is as follows, being translated:
Deposited by the Chevalier de la Verendrye.

w '"f^' ?}• ^"^ ^» Londette. A. Miotte.
March 30 1 743." The difference detween the
datw m the two inscriptions is due. of course
to the fact that the inscription of the ob-
verse of the tablet was stamped at Quebec,
where the Marquis de Beauharnois. the then
Cuovernor of Canada, gave the tablet to de la
Verendrye. the father, when he was setting
forth on his search for the Western Sea. The
date in the inscription cut with a dagger point
IS the date of the actual burying of the tablet.

Page S even
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geographer, in P«ri. .t that tim^M^^lu '.f
»*'••,'*''«^«1 by the

veriUble Mediterr.ni„ SeL t^""" ?^ "S** of the We.f ;,„ I
Western hTif^rthf^^o'ntiJnT' '^'^"'^ °' ""«



t

y ô^'-
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\
Map published in Paris in I7«<1 .L
Sea. with approaches to tK, Greit Fork'^R*' '""f'lS' ^"""n

|HE story of the explorations of
Pierre de la Verendrye and his sons
18 the story of the search for the
Western Sea. which.it was believedm their time, was no more than anarrow strait-or. at most a sea of moderate

extent, m comparison with the Atlantic-
between this continent and Asia. Columbus.
Page .Vine



too had set out to find a Western way to Asia—
and discovered America. Jacques Cartier was
in search of a mythical passage to the Orient—
and was the pioneer of a northern empire. U
Salle set forth from Montreal to reach China—
and explored the valley of the Mississippi,
the memory of his original project being pre-
served in the name La Chine, or. as we write
It now, Uchine. to the celebrated rapids in the
St. Uwrence above Montreal. In like manner
Pierre de la Verendrye and his sons, were led
on by the myth of a Western Sea-and explored
the northwestern section of the continent.

ORN at Three Rivers, on the St.
Lawrence, in 1685. where his father
was Governor, Pierre de la Veren-
drye as a young man had a notable
career in the French army. At the

battle of Malplaquet. where Mariborough won
a famous victory, he was left for dead on the
field, shot through the body and with several
sabre wounds, but recovered and returned to
Canada, where he showed himself a man of
keen ambition and untiring energy. When
he set forth from Montreal on June 8. 1 73 1 . on

P»g* Tern
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hi8 quest of the Western Sea. hi. three sons-
Jean, Pierre, afterwards known as the Chevalier
and Francois, aged respectively eighteen.'
seventeen and sixteen-accompanied him.
I hey hoped to find that the Western Sea
about which Pierre de la Verendrye had heard
much talk from Indians who had come from
the West to the trading post at Nipigon. on
Lake Superior, of which he was in command
from 1726 until 1729. would connect the
hrench domain on the Gulf of Mexico with
the New France of Canada, and at the same
time open up a way to the Orient.

-L the rainbow tints of "la gloire"
invested the quest, but the rainbow
hopes had also a practical basis of
profits. Merchants of Montreal
had advanced goods for trade with

the Indians on the way to the Western Sea.
The fur trade at that time yielded immense
profits. Traders who had gone out with goods
worth about $2,000 in modem money had
returned m three years with furs worth, in themoney of today, a quarter of a million dollars.
Pierre de la Verendrye had secured from the
Page Eleven



King, through the representations of the
Marcu.. de Beauhan^ois. his friend and patron,
then Governor of New France, a monoply of
the fur trade m the country he proposed to
explore But neither he nor his sons realizedany of the.r hopes. Misfortune dogged them
constantly and they, were misrepresented and

m Montreal and Quebec, who intrigued
agamst them in France. Even after their
strenuous hves were ended, it was long before

InHTT ^"t?^^*^"
'»»«P'ace they deservem the history of 'this continent.

I

HERE is not room in this booklet
for even the most summary resume
of the narrative of the exp^ition of
which the tablet is a record. Park-
man has set forth that narrative

with great fulness, from the manuscript
journal of the Chevalier de la Verendrye.
After noting the burying of the tablet. Parkman
closes at follows: "Sixty-two years later when
the vast Western regions then called Louisiana
had just been ceded to the United States
Captains Lewis and Clark left the Mandan

Paxc TtDtlve
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I

villages with thirty-two men. traced the
Missouri to the mountains, penetrated the
wastes beyond, and made their way to the
Pacific. The first stages of that remarkable
exp oration were anticipated by the brothers
La Verendrye. They did not find the Pacific
but they discovered the Rocky Mountains, or
at least that part of them to which the name
properly belongs; for the southern continuation
of the great range had long been known to the
Spaniards. Their bold adventure was achieved
not at the charge of a Government, but at
their own cost and that of their father; not with
a band of well equipped men. but with only
two followers."

|T was on New Year's day. 1743. that
the Chevalier de la Verendrye,
travelling with a party of warriors
of the Indian tribe which he names
m his journal the Gens de TArc. orbow Indians, saw for the first time on the

Western horizon, "more like clouds than
mountains." high-piled mountain masses. That
first view of the far sky-line of the Bighorn
range increased greatly his eagerness to press
fagc Thirteen



on and made him (ret at the wary slowneH
with which his Indian companions advanced,
on the constant lookout for the enemies whom
they were planning to take by surprise. The
two voyageurs. La Londette and Miotte, had
stayed behind with the Gens de la Petite
Cerise, or Choke Cherry Indians, one of the
bands of plain Indians encountered on the
journey. The Chevalier and his brother had
pushed on from tribe to tribe, until at last they
were with the Bow Indians, a war party of
whom against th^ Snake Indians the Chevalier
joined, leaving his brother at the winter village
of the Bows in a sheltered valley. On January
15 the Chevalier and the band of Bow warriors
were at the foot of the main range of the north-
ern Rockies. Against the sky soared the
snowy heights, an impassable barrier between
the plains and the Western Sea. He believed
that if he could climb to a mountain peak he
would look down on the long sought Western
Sea. which had lured his father and his brothers
and himself on and on for more than ten years.
Never suspecting that another thousand miles
lay between him and the Western Sea. he was
eager to cross the Great Divide. Destiny

'*•** Fourtttn
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Map PoUjaWi in London in 1762. diowint the "foru." or po«u.MUblMlMd by Piarr. da la Varand^a and ^U aow

decreed otherwiae. The Bow Indians found
no trace of the Snakes in their usual winter
hunting ground, and beHeving that they had
made a long detour to massacre the Bow
women and children left with Francois de la

Verendrye in the valley to the rear, the raiding
party hastened back. A mountain blizzard
pursued them, and they arrived at their camp
in the valley, "more dead than alive," says the
Chevalier in his journal, to find that their
fears about the Snakes had been groundless.
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^'""P^-

•oun. It remained for later follower, in ^k
•

footeteps to arrive at the Padir ".k
water, too bitter to drink £^ond1h

*'"*"'

ain. of the setting .un."
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WINNIPEG
The Capital of the Province of Manitoba, the Financial

Centre and the Commercial Metropolis
of Western Canada
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Facts and Figures About Canada

THB ARBA OP THB DOMINION

Total area 3.729.665 aquare mile*

Canada containa on«-third tha area of the BritUh Empire. It ia largar than
the United State* by 1 1 1 .992 aquare mile*. 1 1 i* alma*t a* large a* Europe, eighti.^Ti
time* a* large aa France or Germany, and thirty timea aa large aa the United
Kingdom. The diatance from Halifax to Vancouver ia greater than the diatance
from Halifax to London.

CANADIAN TRADE

For th« P&tt Three Fiscal Yean

1912Importa

—

|9||

Home Conaumption $472,247,540,

Export*

—

Domeaticand Foreign 297.I%,36S

Aggregate Trade $769,443,905

$559,320,544

315.317,250

1913

$692,032,392

393.232.057

$874,637,794 $ 1 .065.264.449

CANADIAN BANK STATISTICS

Bank Clearinga (Bradatreet'a figurea. 10 montha) $7,382,803 175
Capital, etc

, ift^g,;,^,
?^"'* 109.358.445
Oepoaita on Demand 3g| jyj jij

Depoaiu after Notice 621 '249*585
Depoaiu. Government Savinga Banka 13.722*472
Depoaita. Po*t Office Saving* 43.191*722

BRANCHES OF CANADIAN CHARTERED BANKS, Ml*
In Canada

Ontario
I n^

Quebec '5^3

Nova Scotia.
ig^

New Brunewick
75

Prince Edward laland I4
Manitoba 206
Alberta

261
Saakatchewan

Britiah Columbia
Yukon "ZZZ'Z'Z

In Newfoundland
Elaewhere

2,968

390

248

3

15

69

3,052
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SIX STATISTICAL TOTALS FOR THE DOMINION

Pud-up Bank Capital $ 30.209,040
Poat Office Savinga Bank Dapoait 4.4361.604
BankOepoaiu "'

37.670.'57l
Total Trade

1 3 1 .027.532

IfP*"** 73.459.644
^t>°^ 57.567.000

1913

• 116.901.909

43.191.722

t.090.920.325

1.005.264.449

692.032.392

393.232.057

13.059

CANADIAN POST OFFICE STATISTICS

Number of Officea

Letter. DeapatcheA .~"II~I~III"ZZ566.i4OM0
PoatCarda
Regiatered Lettera

FreeLetUra
Poatal Revenue

54.727.000
- 1 3.02 1 .000

10.215.000

„ , ^ ,. $10,402,255
foatal cjipenditurea ^ 172 035

Net Revenue
$ 1.310.220

HOW THE SERVICE HAS GROWN
Letters in SucceMive Years

52S 41 .000.000
552 56.200.000

251 62.0OO.Orr
25* 7i,ooo.tx

222 00.200.000

22? 92.660.000

]fSS - 102.050.000
W6 116.020.000
•«97 123.030.000

1099..

1900
150.375.000
170.292.500

901 _ 191.650.000
902- 212.620.000
906 32J.644.000
900 _ 396.011.000
909 414.301.000
9 ' 504.233.000
•912 566.140.000

THE DOMINION PARLIAMENT
The Dominion constituenciea are rediatributed after each decennial cenaua

Thia la provided for in the Britiah North America Act. The Houae at Ottawa.
aa it will be after the rediatribtuion baaed on the cenaua of 1911. will compart
with the preaent Houae aa followa;

Preaent Houae
of Commona

10Manitoba
Saakatchewan
Alberta
Britiah Columbia
Ontario
Quebec
New Brunawick
Nova Scotia

,

Prince Edward iaiand
Yukon.

10
7
7

06
65
13
10
4

221

New Houae
of Commona

15
IS
12
12
aia
II

IS
3
I

23?
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WESTERN CANADA

THE PRAnUB PROVINCES

Tot.1 Ar.bl. U„d i„ thr,. Province.. 357.016.778 .ere.. Allowing for root
crop.. h.y .„d ..rden.. Ie» th.„ 20.000.000 .cr... or 5.8 per cent, of the toul
arable land i. yet under cultivation.

Prof. Saunder. eatimate. that Weatern Canada ha. 1 71 .000.000 acre, of wheat
land..

GROWTH OF WESTERN CITIES

Increase iA Anesged Value

1901 »Si^n . I^i"' ^•'«"y Edmonton
\Z\

$26,405,770 $ 979.149 $ 2.307.000 $ I 395 912

Z\ 28.615810 1.062.628 2.383 325
*

.'SJIJ
\^ 36.273.400 1.024.966 3.321.549 3 20e7oO
\^^

48.214.950 2.284.710 4.099437 'SJ'iS

\z 2jff;« ^"*'^' '-^''^ s.s;
??? 80.511.725 6.448,000 7.771.921 17 046 798
??? 96.786.768 11.147.571 12.832 496 2l'w7M
!?? 116.106.390 12.401.380 17.941698 22 5f5 2?S'9W m.091.094 11.714.686 19824 978 mImqoo
'9'0 160.962.227 13.066.398 30797W2 3o'?«T?S»9H 176.714.725 26.987.273 52 747 600 S'iSJJlJ

\l\l
^'«.9'9.'20 55.026.608

," sS.^ ,«I?Jo;S"" 259.419.520 95.007.527 133.023:618 iS.'S.'JIS

ACRBAOB UNDER CROP IN 191S

A «,L
Manitoba Saakatchewan Alberta TotalAcn.a.e.n Wheat 3.139.747 5.688.113 1.374.400 10.20^260

Acreage in Count Grains in the Three Provinces

Oat.

Barley S-*)'.'*

Flax '.'07.520

1.250.000
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PRBB PRBSS BSTIMATB OP CROP OF ItlS

Manitob.
, ^'T.,

Toul Bud..l.

XSr,. ......5.6M.1I3 108.074.144
1.374.400 24.739.200

^°"'
10.193.260 IM.878.319

Oats

Barley
5,207,700 208.308.000

FI„ 1 ,107.250 35.432.000
1.250.000 17.500.000

STOCK HANDLED AT WINNIPEG STOCK YARDS. YEAR ENDING
NOVEMBER IB. 191S

Cattle Received.

Hot. Received •'•'02

Sheep Received "^'^O^

No export cattle. 37,133

Butchers. East (5^ cento per pound) , ..
Feeder.. Ea.t (5^ cento per pound) ,„
^!!f'"r*"

^'~'""- ^"^ <^ " P" 100 pound.) 1 3 [,l
Feeler.. We.t ($5.50 per 100 pound.) ,^f!?
Butcher.. South ($6.35 per 100 pound.) "!??
Stocker.. South ($5.50 per 100 pound.) , Izl
Hot.. We.t ($8.75 per 100 pound.) ?• ??
Hot., Ea.t ($9.00 per 100 pound.) i" *!
Sheep, We.t ($4.75 per 100 pound.).... ^[H
Sheep, Ea.t ($5.00 per 100 pound.) ,2
Cttle. Local ($5.25 per 100 pound.) .. ^. ,*^
Hon. Local ($8.75 per 100 pound.) *i-^^
Sheep. Local ($5.25 per 100 pound.) ';''?*
Cattle from Winnipeg and Vicinity ($4.25 per IOoipouni) :::::::: ,;^

HANDLED AT UNION STOCK YARDS
Cattle Received....

Hog. Received ZZ'ZZ "''"'
Sheep Received 3,668

Cattle, Ea.t (55i cento :>er i>ound) !*"

Cattle, Weet (5« cento per pound)
'*'

Cattle, South (55i cento per pound) ijf
Local (5K cento per 100 pound.)

'•'''
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IfBW RAILWAY MILBAGE IW WBSTEWI CAWADA. MM
OradiBf

CanrndMR Pacific Ry 550
CamuiMn Northern Ry 305
Grand Trunk Pacific Ry 590
Great Nortliern Ry 35

Steel Uid
Canadian Pacific Ry... 400
Canadian Northern Ry 500
Grand Trunk Pacific Ry 460
Great Northern Ry 30

Tottl Railway MUeage of Western Canada at the doM of IfflS. 1«,M0.
Thie Total ia made up aa foilowa;

Mile* of
Steel

8.000
Canadian Pacific Railway
Canadian Northern Railway """""Z! 5 530
Grand Trunk Pacific Railway 2*650
Great Northern Railway 'jjq

IMMIGRATION II»TO CANADA

. „ 1911 1912
From the Britiah Isle* 143.522 1 38. i 2

1

From Continental Europe 46.1 II 82 406
From the United States 121.451 133710

16,560

1913

150.542

139.009

112.881

^**^
- 311.084 354.237 402.432

CanJdViTfX^r
'^" ™"''"°*' •""• •'"'"«''*^ -'' -"'•'•• •«•«'• '"o

From the British Isles—Cash
From the British isles—Settlers' EffecU
Prom the United State
From the United Statee-SetUers' Elfectir'- vijiied by CmVo„;;

Oncers
From Continental Europe—Cash

Total

$ 29.966.000

23.719.000

331.000.000

.. 288.000.000

3.780,000

.$676,465,000
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