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THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFF tiIRS " ANNOUtiCY:D TODAY THE

GOVEkN M ENT°S DECISION TO SEEK PARLIAMENTARY APPRO'/AL FOR A

CONTRIBUTION OF $290,00?, TO BE PAID IN 1959, TO THE UNI',' .--.D NATION S

HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES FOR THE PURPOSE OF CLOSI ►tG TH E

REFUGEE CAMPS IN EUROPE UNDER HIS MANDATE.

AT THE END OF THE S ECOND WORLD WAR THE NUMBER OF HO'iEg .ESS

REFUGEES IN EUROPE WAS CLOSE T0, 2 .2 MILLION PEOPLE,BUT T«IS NUMBE R

HAS M 0 ld BEEN REDUCED TO LESS THAN 200,000 . CANADA CONTRIBUTED

NEARLY $19 MILLION TO THE FORMER INTERNATIONAL R :FUGEE ~`~R~iAt~I7.ATIC~U ,

NHICH WAS DISBANDED IN 1952, AID HAS CO ;►➢ TTNUED TO MAKE CO!4TRIBUT-

I0NS TO THE PROGRAMME Or THE UNITED NATIONS }tIGH COMMISSIONER FO R

REFUGEES, WHO IS RESPONSIBLE TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED

NATIONS FOR ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES .

THE HIGH COMMISSIONER HOPE3 THAT IF GOL'ERiVMEljTS MEET HI S

RE QUEST FOR INCREASED CONTRIBUTIONS ' IN THE NEAR FUTURE, THE EUtiOPEAtr

REFUGEE CAMPS CAN BE CLOSED BY THE ENI? OF 1960, THUS TERM ;NATItVG

ONE OF THE NOST URGENT ANU COS?'LY ASPECTS OF HIS MANDATE .

AT THE SAME TI ►+tE, IT WAS A NNOUNCED THAT THE GOVERNMENT H AD

DECIDED TO SEEK PARLIAMENTARY APPROVAL FOR A CONTRIBUTION OF

S60,000 TO THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR EUROPEAN MIGRATION

(ICEM) FOR THE PURPOSE OF MOVING EUROPEAN REFUGEES OUT OF CHINA .
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MOST CF THESE REFUGEES ARE WHITE RUSSIANS WHO LEFT THEIR

COUNTRY AFTER THE isOLSHEV?K .FtEVOLUfiIU1N OF 1917 . APPROXINATELY

HALF OF Ti{E:~9 HAVE BEEN MOVED BY ICEM FROM HONG KONG TO OVERSEAS

DF..STINATIOF3S, BUT IT IS ESTIMATED THAT NEARLY 10,000 STILL FEMAIN I N

CHINA . OF T4fOSE, 6,000 HAVE ALREADY BEEN ACCEPTED FOR PERMANENT

SETTLEMENT. IN. CERTAIN CO'JNTRIES, CHIEFI.Y IN AUSTRALIA AND BRAZIL .

hOWEVER, AS THESE REFUGEES HAVE LITTLE OR NO FUNDS OF THEIR OWl2,

INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE '1S NECESSARY iF T!{& ARE TO BE ABLE TO MOV E

FRC~.~9 THE MAINLAND OF CHINA TO PERMANENT HOMES OVERSEAS*


