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Afghanistan and Pakistan: The Stability Challenge'
Robert Templer, Asia Director, International Crisis Group

Monday, 17 June 2002
Room C3-400, Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

"WAR-I



will flot improve the Afghan situation:

"You can build as many schools as you like, but no one is going to go if they're gomng to be

overrun by gunmen," he said.

The Afghan justice system also needs to be developed in tandem with the police force.
Overali, the Buropeans and Americans have yet been unable to develop a coordmnated plan for
the reconstruction of Afghanistan. We need to move beyond the Post-Soviet model.

The weakness of the central government has been exacerbated by Western policies. There is a
desperate need to fmnd a funding mechanism to strengthen resources and institutions i Kabul.
For instance, Ismail Khan, a local warlord, currently controls 70 percent of customs revenues.
More of these revenues should be going to the central government. While strengthening the
central government, a governance arrangement needs to be established whereby local and
provincial governiments are able to design local aid programs.

CONCERNS WITR U.S. MILITARY ACTIVTY
U.S. policies run contrary to the interests of the central govemrment. For instance, the drug policy

h-qit i t1hip T 1 q wçtq iii-rnceived. Alternate training and subsistence strateeies need to be



Part Il: Pakistan

INTRODUCTORY REMALRKS
The stahility o>f Pakistan is key to security in South Asia, argued Templer. The situation is very

serlous and deserves at least as much attention as the Middle East. A worrying cycle of tension

between India and Pakistan needs to be broken. To do this, Pai~kstan needs to restit cross-bord
militant activity across the Line of Control that divides Ida ad Pakstn-controlled Kashmij
As wcll, more needs to be donc ta' bring India to the negotiating table on the Kashmir issue, he

added.

AGAIST CONVNTONAL WISDOM: MYHSAOUT PERVEZ

MUSHARRAF



returns to democracy, it is flot likely that the niilitary will change its relationship with
pro-Kasbniir terrorist groups in Pakistan or improve relations with India. In addition, the view
that civilian governiments are more corrupt that military regimes is also a myth perpetuated by
flic Pakistani military. In Pakistan today, there is a durable desire for democracy, as demonstrated
by flhe lack of voter turnout for his Musharraf s recent leadership referendum.

Further, thxe military regime bas also created flic myth that the level of corruption ini civilian

governments endangers economic growth. Expressing a contrary opinion, Templer argued that

evidence exists to suggcst that military goverrnments are no lcss corrupt that civilian

administrations. By contrast, research demonstrates that govcrmcent corruptionx increases in

nixlitary regimes. Pakistani civil society wants to sec a govcrnment that can implement a long-

term strategy for economnie growth and social services, Templer said. Howevcr, under flhc

military, the state will continue to erode. Long-terni cconomic growth cmi only be achieved
under a durable democracy.

U.S. POLICY ON PAKISTAN
Americans have misread flic desires and aspirations of the Pakistani people. Templer argued that

Western engagement with Pak~istan should continue. Howcvcr, it should concentrate on flic

provision of services, rebuilding flic state, and ensuring that aid is properly allocated. At flic
moment, littie is known about how budgctary funds are disbursed by flic military regime. I fact,
evidence sup-aests that flic military regime is no lcss corrupt than flic previously clccted

for analysis,



Part HI: Questions

nir issm



India to mnove dloser toward resolving the issue. The Kasbmir issue is seen by many in India as a
burden on the government.

The level of Western engagement must be maintained; the U.S. should send regular emissaries to
the region to diffuse tensions. In addition, efforts must be mnade to involve Kasbniiris ini these
discussions. Pakistanis would be surprised to learn that many Kasbmiris would settle for an
autonomy arrangement witbin the Indian union, with Line of Control as an international
boundary between India and Pakistan.

Question 5. "Who are regionaiplayers in Afghanistan? Does Islamic solidârity have a role?"

Answer: Islamic solidarity is only a factor when outsiders are attacking Muslims. lrm has been
providing funding for various Afghan projects. More sensible elements within that country
favour a stable government in Afghanistan. The U.S. bas acted ini an unwise fashion by pursuing
a policy of "shutting out" Iran. Apart from that, Afghanistan bas not received any sustained,
lonçy-term interest fromn the Mustini world.
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