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LITERATURE.

POETRTY.
JACQUES CARTIER.
BY TAE HON.T. D.MGRE,

In the sea-port of St. Malo, ’twwas a smiling morn in May,
When the Commodore Jacques Cartier to the westward sailed away ;
In the crowded old cathedral all the town were on their knees
For the safe return of kinsmen from undiscovered seas;
And every autumn bizat that swept o'er pinnacle and pier
Filled manly hearts with sorrow, and gentle hearts with fear.

A year passed der St. Malo—again came round the day
When the Commodore Jacques Carticr to the westward sailed away ;
But no tidings from the absent had come the way they went,
And tearful were the vigils that many a maiden spent ;
And manly hearts were filled with gloom, and gentle hearts with fear,
When no tidings came from Cartier at the closiog of the year.

But the carth is as the Future, it hath its hidden side,
And the Captain of St: Malo was rejoicing in bis pride
In the forests of tbe North—while his towansmen mourned his loss,
He was rearing on Mount-Royal the fleur-de-is and cross;
And when two months were over, and added to the year,
St. Malo hailed him home again, cheer answering to cheer.

He told them of a region, hard, iron-bound, and cold,
Nor seas of pearls abounded, nor mines of shining gold ;
Where the wind from Thule freezes the word upoa the lip,
And the ico in spring comes sailing athwart the early ship.
He told them of the frozen scene until they thrill'd with fear,
And piled fresh fuel on the hearth to make them better cheer.

But when he chang'd the strain—De told how soon is cast
In carly spring the fetters that hold the waters fast ;
How the winter causeway broken is drifted out to sea,
And the rills and rivers sing with pride the anthem of the free ;
How the magic wand of summer clad the landscape to the eyes,
Like the dry bones of the just, when they wake in Paradise.

Te told themn of the Algonquin braves—the hunters of the wild,
Of how the Indian mother in the forest rocks her infant child ;
Of how, poor souls, they fancy in every living thing
A sypirit good or evil that claims their worshipping ;
Of how they brought their sick and maimed for him to hreathe upon,
And of the wonders wrought for them through the Gospel of St. John,

Te told them of the river, whose mighty current gave
Tts freshness for a hundred leagues to ocean’s briny wave,
He told them of the glorious scene presented to bis sight,
What time ho reared the cross and crown on Hochelaga’s height,
And of the fortress chiff that keeps of Canada the key,
And they welcomed back Jacques Cartier from perils over sea.

CANADIAN HISTORY.

Jacques Cartier.

. Tbe reverence of Canada, and the respect of France, have of late
invested with a uew interest the mariner of St. Malo, who gave a name
to the St. Lawrence, which he sscended to its rapids. e stands for-
ward, indeed, ns a man of high principle, sound judgement, adventu-
rous enterprise, and tarnished only by his unjust carrying off of the
Canudian_chiefs to France. But even in this there was not the incen-
tive of gmn ; he did not take them to make them slaves, as Leon Ayl
lon, and other Spauish adventurers did. If Cartier did not return with
them as he proposed, we know not what obstacles pravented him, but
we do know that ther2 is nothing but what tends to show that the
Americains were to their latest breath treated with kindness and as free
men.

Antiquarian research tells us that his grandfather, John i
was bor in 1428, married Guillemette Bxﬁxdoin in N’ove(r)rlxlbercall}l:ic;’
and had fivesons, all of whom are represented in our day. The cldest
of these, Jacques or James Cartier, born at St. Malo, Dec. 4, 1458
married Geseline Jansart, and had three sons, tho youngest of whom,
named after himself, made the name famous at home and abroad and
is one of the glories of that old French town. ’

Jacques Cartier was born in December, 1494, propably on the last
day of the year, whenhe was carried to the church of St. Malo to
receive haptism.  Men had but for a twelvemonth wondered then over
thediscovery of that New World to which bis name was to be indisso.
lubly connected. Of his carly life we find few traces. In 1518, he
appears on the avish register as godfather of a cousin, and the next
year leads to the altar (May 2, 1519) Maric Katherine des Granches
daughter of Monsicur Honoré des Granches, knight and constable of
St. Malo. Young Cartier had already, it would seem, made his mark,
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His marriage was a brilliant one, aud he must have stood well in the
world's esteem to have won & maiden 8o well connected, but Cartier
was alvendy at the age of 28, nuster pilot of the port of St. Malo,

U hs wanderings on the Oceun during his carlier yems we know
nothmg, although'thete me indications that he had visited the const
of Americn prior to his expedition in 1531 He had in all probabitity
clten cast his lines, with the haudy fisheimen of northern France, amid
the cud that swarmed on the bunks of Newtoundland, und was selee-
ted for his enterprise by Phitippe de Chubot, the Admiral of I'~anee,
to conduct the explonng expedition sent out by Francis L in 1504,

Ten yewrs had now cminsc(l since the voyage of Verrmzzano, and
while Spain had been rapidiy extending her power in the New World,
Fiance had in no way uvailed heiself of the discoveries made under
ker flag. Yet she had explored, and might claim ag her own, o
port at which the comuerce of the new-found contment wag ane day
to centre, and where in less than three centuries o city rivalling in
population the greatest in the world was to exert on the globe its
mfluence.  France was represented on the western side of the Atlan.
tic only by her hardy fishermen of Britanny and Normandy, no doubt
the carliest discovers of the continent, whose labors found no chion.
icler.

It was indeed time for France to act, but the expedition plauned by
Chabot disre garded the information acquited by Veveuzzano, if we are
indeed to regmd the account of that Florentine’s voyage as real. It
was not to settle in NewYork bay or establish a trading post or colo-
ny there ; nor was it to explore the country to the north or south for
a better location. 1t was simply to discover u nothern passage to
Chinn and Japun—to seck what Sir John Franklin has perished in
search of in our day.

Had France but followed up her previous discoveries, by settling
the Bay of NewYork, aud then oceupicd the St. Lawrence and the
ﬁountry of the Abnakis, how different would the world's Iustory have

cen !

The French expedition of 1334, under Jucques Cartier, consisted
of two vessels of sixty tons e:wix, and earried sixty-one men in all,
Cartier sailed from St. Malo on the 30th of April, and on the 10th of
May made Cape Bonavista, but finding too much ice there, ran into
Catalinn, which has changed into Spanish the French name of the
saint he pave it. e then coasted along Newfoundiand to the Straits
of Belleisle, visited the port of Brador, and the bay of Brest, from
which he proceeded in boats to Cheeateca. Returning to New-
foundiand, he made the isles of Brion and Magdelzaine, and on the 3rd
of July entered a bay which still bears the name given by Cartier in
consequence of the excessive heat.  Proceeding next to Gaspé Bay,
e planted a cross amonyg the Micmacs on the 21th of July, ang taking
two of the natives on board, Taiguragny and Domagaya, sons of the
chicf, at last, though without being aware of it, entered one of the
arms of the St. Lawrence. After visiting the isle Natiscotee, or Anti-
costi, Mout Joly and the river Nataskouan, he sailed back, reaching
St. Malo on the 5th of September, after experiencing a severe storm.

OF this voyage of Cartier, no contemporary French account is known.
Ramusio in 1536, published an Italian version of a narrative in his
)mnds,l and this account, re-translated into French, was printed at Rou-
en in 1598,

This voyage had added little to thd"knowledge already acquired from
the fishermen whom he found at almost every point, still it added to
the fame of Cartier and won him favor.

Charles de Mouz, Sieur de la Melleraye, Vice-Admiral of France,
took the matter of American discovery to hicart. A commission was
issued to Cutier on the 3ist of October, 1534, styling him Captain
and MasterPilot of St. Malo, * to lead,conduct and employ three ves-
sels, each cquipped and provisioned for fifteen months, to conclude the
voyaze already by him be zun to discover heyond the Newfoundlands."
s three vessels—the Grande Hermine of 120 tons, the Petite Hermine
of 60 tous (commanded by his brother-indaw Macé Jalobert), and the
Emeritlon of 10 tons—were ready in May, 1535. On the 16th of
that month, the feast of Whitsuuday, Carticr and his companions, after
approachiny the sacrements rcvcreml_y in the Cathedral of St. Malo,
received the episcopal benediction of I'rancis Bohier, Bishop of St. Malo
and on the 19th s2t sail, bearing back the two Miemae youth. On
the 26th of July they reached Elanc Sablon in the straits of Belleisle,
after having been seattered by a storm.  Pushing on bis explorations,
Ca-tier entered St. Genevieve Bay on the Tth of August, Anticosti on
the Lith, and by the 1st of September, was at the mouth of the deep
Sagienay. Still ascendin g the St. Lawrence he came to the St. Charles
to which from the dny of its discovery he gave the name of St. Croix.
Here, on the site of mod:rn Quebec, between Fabrigue Street and the
Coteas St. Genevieve, then stood the bark villaze of Stadacond, the

town of Domnacona, with its fields of maize and squashes. Like ali,

the tribes belov them, the people were apparently Montagnais, for
the Micinacs of Gaspé served as interpreters,

After cultivating friendly relations here, Cartier, lenving the Great
and little Hermine Iaid up, nscended the river in the Emerillon, in
spite of the effurts of Donnuconn and the people of Studreconé to deter
him. At La Poiute du Platon, the present St. Croix, fifteen leagues
above Quebee, hie found the Village of Achelaiy, or Qchelai, and
leaving the Bmerillon ut the mouth of the Sorel he continued his ex-
ploration in bouts, artiving on the 2ud October ut Hochelaga, o palisn-
ded town at the foot of the Mountain of Moutrenl. The inhabitants
were evidently a different family from the Algonqguins below : the town
as desaibed by Curtier, their sedentury life, the words of their lan-
guage which he has preserved, uil show them to be of that Huron Iro.
quois fumily who everywhere yuled the Algonquins.  The chief styled
Agouhanun (evidently the Agoyunder of lLuter writers), with his peo.
ple, received Curtier and his Companions with every mark of fiiend-

ghip.

f-'rom the mountain Curtier gazed with delight on the panarona
before him, and exulted to leavn that above the rapids the navzi;ation
extended tor a three moons’ journey to a land of glittering metal,

Redmbarking in his boats, he returned to the Lmerillon, and look-
ing in nt the St. Muurice, returned to Stadaconé. Here his party had
erected o prlisade and planted cannon, making it strong enough to re-
sist all Canndu.  They now prepmed to winter there, but senrvy soon
broke out and the men died rapidly. I vain public devotions were
performed, and a pilgrimage vowed to Our Lady of Roc Amadour.
Not till an Indian remedy was tried did the evil stay.

In the spring, taking by stratagem Donnaconn and several of his
chiefs, and leaving the little Hermine (which he could no longer man)
Cautier sailed from Quebee May 6, 1536, and by the 16th of July
reached St. Malo.,

Of his second voyage, an account addressed to the king was prin-
ted at Paris in 1545, and has been reprinted this year in the same city
by M. d'Avezac, who hag collated it with three maunuscripts in the
Imperial Library, by which means he has fortunately added considera.
bly to the already valuable vocabulary given by Curtier as the ¢ Lan-
guage of the countries and kingdoms of Hochelaga and Canada,’ but
which secems to be mainly of tlochelnga, muany of the words being
unmistakably Iroquois, and few recognizable as belonging to any of
the numerous Algonquin dialects.

Carticr was not able at once to return and plant a colony. The
Indians remained in France, were baptized March 25, 1538, and final-
Iy died in their exile. 'Thevet, the cosmographer, records his frequent
interviews with Donnacona, who died soon after, fovr or five years
subsequent to his arrival in France.

In 1540, Feancis I. conunissioned Francis de la Roeque, Sieur de

Roberval, whom he nicknamed # the petty king of Vimeux,” to con-
tinue the discovery ; and on the 17th of Qctober, by another patent, the
king, ¢ fully persuaded of the good sense, eapacity, loyalty, galantry,
courage, great diligence, and good experience,” of Jacques Cartier,
constituted him Captain-General and Master Pilot of the whole expe-
dition.
Meanwhile five vessels were slowly fitted out. But Spain was now
alarmed.  When Verrazzano rau along the northern coast of the con-
tinent hearing the bauner of Irance, she at once sent Estevan
Gomez to the same territory, and that navigator in 1525, visited the
shore from St. Mary’s Bay on the Chesapeake to Narraganasett. Now
that I'rance was renewing her attempts to occupy some portion of the
New World, Spain prepared to prevent her. Spies were despatched
to France to learn all the particulis of the expedition, and the Council
estimnted at 150,000 ducats the cost of a fleet to * resist and offend
that of I'rance.”  This was more than could be casily given then, and
they consoled themselves with the reflection that the French fleet was
toosmall to attack any of the Spanish colonies, and # as for s-ttlinz on
the north sea, there is nothing where the French can go thatis to be
coveted or worth anything, and even il they do take it, necessity
would make them leave it.”

The spy who went to St. Malo repo:ted that thirteen ships were
fitting out under Cartier ; that he snoke to him, and a relative of his
apparently Macé Jalobert, and found that they were going to Canada
to settle there and build a fort, earrying mechanics and iron works of
all kinds, and that they would start about the middle of April, 1541,
with 2,500 men.

This was rather alarming, the more especially as the letter of the
ambassador in France, who scems to have demanded explanations of
the court, at which he resided, said that they were going 700 leagues
from St. Malo. This, on their maps, would bring Cartier to Florida
in the discoveries of Ayllon and Gomez, and where De Soto actually
was, and_enable the French, in case of war, to waylay the treasure-
ships of Spain.  Hence it was resolved not to let them settle there or
elsewhere, but to dislodge them at once, not openly, but by sending
some adventurer with an expedition really fitted out by the king, but
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nominally a private one, the™acts of which might be disavowed when
they hud irreparably destroyed the French settiement.

6nconscious of the theeatening cloud, Cartier with his fleet of five
vessels suiled Muy 23, 1541, The voyage was long and stormy, and he
did uot anchor before Stadacond till August 28rd. e planted his new
settlement, Churlesbury Royal, st Cape 1i{uugu river, and sent back two
of his veasels under the command of Jallobert and his nepliew Stephen
Noel.  On the 7th of §September, lenving the fort in cl
Vigcount de Beaupréd, he proceeded to Lochelnga,
the fort, he found that troubles had already begun between the French
and the nutives, and that two of his pucty hud been kitled.  Mistrust
on both sides followed. The winter wore uncusilly away. In the
Spring the French fuirly mutinied ; and ns Roberval did not appenr,
compelled Cartier to set sail.  In the hathor of St. John, Newfounnd-
land, in June, 1542, he found Roberval, who in vain endeavored to
persuade him to return, ; In October, Cartier, as appears by oflicial
acts, was in St. Malo.

It is believed that he subsequently sailed_in search of Roberval, but
we have no account of his voyage.

His subsequent years were spent in St. Malo, or in the village of
Limoilon, where he built a dwelling still known, though in ruin, as
Portes Cartier. e was ennobled by Francis I, about 1549, aud is
styled in his laterfycars, ' noble homme Jacques Cartier, Sieur de
Limoilou.”

The period of his death is not ascertained.  He died apparently_uot
in St Malo, but at Limoilou, about the year 1555.

Cartier left no children. His nephew Jacques Nouel, © ship captain
and Muster Pilot,” and Olivier Chatton, husbuad of a daughter of' his
sister Bertheline, succeeded him as navigators at St. Malo, und as such
enjoyed the royul favor. Their descendants still exist ut St. Malo, a3
do also descendants of his uncles on the fother’s side, who perpetuate
the honored name of Cartier.

A portrait of Cartier deemed authentic, has long been preserved at
St. Malo, and has in our duy been copied extensively in Frauce and
Canada.—New York Iistorical Magazine.

SCIENCE.

Leaves from Gosse’s Romance_ of Natural
fHistory.

(Continued.)

MULTUM E. PARYVO.

Natural history affords not a few instructive examples of
# What great cffects from little causes flow ; *

and these are well worthy of our study, as presenting to us «.¢ peculiar
aspect of the wisdom of God, with whom nothing is great, nothing
small. Some of the mightiest operations in nature are the results of
processes, end the works of agents, apparently fecble snd wholly ina.
dequate to produce them; and our wonder is excited when we are
able intelligently to trace them to their causes. I propose, therefore,
to devote this chapter to the cousideration of a few of these, which
com¢ more immedintely within the province of the naturalist. They
may be classed, according to the nature of their operations, as either
constructive or destructive. . . )

How many a poetic dream is associated with the sunny isles of the
Pacific$ What o halo of romance encircles all our ideas of those mir-
rorlike lagoons in the midst of the great ocean-wuves, those long, low
reefs just emerging from the sea, on which the cocoa-nut patm is
springing from the very water's edge ! Beautiful they are in our ima.

ination, ns we have realised the ‘]ncturcs drawn by Cook, and Kotze-

ue, and Beechey, by Stewart and Ellis, Darwin and Cheever. But,
when we know that these thousand isles, these endless reefs, these huge
barriers that curb the furious ocean, are produced by tiny, soft-bodied
sea-anemones, by atoms of pulp, sluggish and scemingly helpless mor-
sels of animated jelly, individually no bigger than the smallest flower
that nestles in the bedge-hank—our wonder, instead of being dispersed
by our philosophy, is deepencd and incomparably augmented by it.
U We feel surprise when travellers tell us of the vast dimepsions of the
Pyramids, but how utterly insignificant are the greatest of these when
compared to these mountains of stone accumulated by the agency of
various minute and tender animals! This is a wonder which does not
at first strike the eye of the body, but, after reflection, the eye of
reason.”

The researches of the eminent naturalist whose words I have just
quoted, huve shewn us that the eoral polype does not build from the
uthomless depths of sea which immeditely surround these reets and
islonds,  He scems to imply, indeed, that the coml animals eannot
exist at u greater depth that thirty futhoms ; but, whatever muy be the
cuse in tropical seas, we huve ulrendy seen that ii\'mg cornls exist and
build compound polypidoms at fae greater depths i our northern luti-

wrge of the ! tudes.  Assuming, lowever, that wo 1eef is commenced deeper than
Ou his veturn to | thirty fathoms, and that below that depth the building instinet is not

carried on, the ouly hypothesis which mevts all the exigencies pregented
by the actual phenomeun of fringing reefs, enciveluyg or barnier 1eefy,
and atolls or ring reely, is that pmpomuiud and ably maintuned by
Darwin, that the whole aren o’ the Pacifie is slowly sinkiug ; that uil
the reels and islunds ave the sunumits of former mountains ; that all the
coral stiuctures were oviginally attached to the lnad at ashullow depth,
aud that, to whatever depth below they now extend, itis only in o
dead condition, and has been effected by the subsidence of the support
ing land caveymyg the coral with it; while the successive generations
of the living polypes, ever working upwards on the old dead foundu-
tion, huie maintained o living coral structure near the curfuce, aud
that neaurly in the same outline and form as the original foundation.

It does not accord with my purpose to enter into the details of this
beautiful theory, but rather to present my weaders with some vivid pie-
tures of the wonderful structures themselves, as sketehed by those who
have scen them.  In coasting along a tropical reef| the extreme clear-
ness of the water permits the corals shrubs and groves to be dis-
tinctly seen, which rise from the blue transparent depths. They
take various forms—some massive, with meandering channels over the
rounded surface ; some forming honey-combed blocks formed by the
union of thin plates at various angles; many growing like trees or
shrubs with leatless branches, more or less ramified, and with the wwigs
more or less slender and pointed, or thick and rounded. Under water,
the whole surface is covered with a layer of jelly-like flesh, of many
brilliant colours, formed by the crowding together of the myriad tiny
polypes, which protrude their slender tentacles and expanding disks
from the indi\'id'unl cells, Even when severed, the branches are ex.
quisitely beautiful so long as they retain the faint purple halo that
Blays around their ivory tips, but which soon vanishes. A rude touch

cncath the water will cause the lovely tints—brilliant crimson, orage,
and emerald green—to disappear, by the withdrawal of the alarmed
roly s 3 but they soon protrude again, and expand in their original
oveliness,

The interest with which these gardens are contemplated is enhanced
by the multitude of strange creatures which erawl over and through
the shrubs. Tishes of the most gorgeous hues, elegant shells, with
clouded and spotted animals carrying them, nimble prawns of crimson
and yellow, long gliding green worms, and purple sea-urching, with
enormous spines, here find their home and live at ease beneath the
unclouded sun.

The dimensions attained by the labours of the minute workmen are
the most astonishing part of the spectacle. ¢ Some individual speci-
mens of Poriles, it the rock of the inner reef of Tongatabu, are
twenty-five feet in diameter ; and Astreas and Meandrinas, both there
and in the Fejees, measure twelve to fifteen feet.  The platform re-
sembles a Cyclonean pavement, except thut the cementing material
between the huge masses is more solid than_any work of art could be.

#Sometimes the barrier reef recedes from the shore, and forms
wide channels or inland seas, where ships find ample room and depth
of water, exposed, however, to the danger of hidden reefs. The 1cef
on the north-cast of New Holland and New Caledoma extends four
hundred miles, at a distance varying from thirty to sixty miles from
shore, and having as many fathoms of depth in the channel.  West of
the large Fejee Islands the channel is in some parts twenty-five miles
wide, and twelve to forty fathoms in depth. The sloop-of war Leacock
sailed zlong the west coast of both Viti Lebn and Vanua Lebu, within
the inner reefs, a distance exceeding two hundred miles.

é A harrier reef, inclosing « lagoon, is the general formation of the
coral islauds, though there ate some of small size m which the lagoon
is wanting. These are found in all stages of development: in some
the reef is narrow and broken, forming 2 succession of narrow islets
with openings into the lagoon; in others there only remains a depres-
sion of surface in the centre to indicate where the lagoon originally
was. (13 The most beautiful are those where the lagoon is completel
inclosed, and rests within, a quiet lake. Maraki, one of the Kingsmill
group, is is one of the prettiest coral islands of the Pnclﬂq. The line
of vegetation is unbroken, and, seen from the masthead, it lies like a
garland thrown upon the waters. .

¢« When first seen from the deck of a vessel, only a series of dark
points is descried, just above the horizon. Shortly after, the points

) This does not agree with Darwin's theory of subsidence.
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enlarge into the plumed tops of cocon-nut trees, and o line of green,
interruped at intervals, is traced along the water's surface. Approach:
ing still nearer, the lake and its helt of verdure arespread out before
the eye, aud i scene of more interest can scarcely be imagined. The
surfy beating toud aud heavy along the margin of the reel, presents a
strange contrast to the prospect beyond—the white coral heach, *he
massy folinge of the grove, and the embosomed lake, with its tiny
islets.  The colour of the lngoon water is often as blue s the e~ean,
although but fifteen or twenty fathoms deep ; yet shades of green and
yellow are intermingled, where patches of sand or coral knolls are
near the surfiee, the green is n delicate apple shade, quite unlike the
usual muddy tizt of shallow waters,

“ These garlouds of verdure scem to stand on the brims of cups,
whose bases root in unfathomable depth. Seven miles east of Cler-
maont Tonnere, the lead ran out to eleven hundred and forty-five fathoms
(six thousand eight hundred and seventy feet) without reaching hottom.
Within three-quarters of a mile of the southern point of thisisiand, the
lead had another throw, and after running out for o while, brought up
for an instant at three hundred and fifty fathoms, and then dropped off
n}{mn and descended to six hundred fathoms, without reaching hottom.
‘Tho lagoons are generally shallow, though in the larger islands soun-
dings gave twenty to thirty-five, and even fifty and sixty fathoms.”

. The rate at which coral structitres are formed is an tuteresting sub.
Ject of enquiry, and various opinions have been formed on the point
some aflirming that no perceptible increase takes place in severn
years, others that the process is so rapid, that the Pacific is fast filling
up. Darwin's theory of subsidence netgatives this conclusion, inde.
pendently of the  io of growth, There are facts on record, however,
which imply that, in certain circumstances, the process is rapid. A
channel that had been dug through the reef of Keeling Atoll for the
rnssugc. of a schooner, thut had been built on the island, from the
agoon into the sea, was found ten years afterwards to be almost choked
up with living coral. An interesting experiment was tried at Mada.
;ﬁvnscnr, by securing several masses of living coral by stakes three feet

clow the surface.” Seven months afterwards they were found nearly
reaching to the surface, firmly cemented to the rock, and extended
laterally several feet ; a remarkably rapid growth !

An ingenious inquiry has been ‘started, whether the coral polypes
may not yet be emloyed by man for the constsuction of sea-walis'nnd
reefs, in places within or near the tropics, where they are needed.
Professor Agassiz has shewn that it is not difficult to obtain living
specimens of the zoophyte, und to preserve them, so as to study at
leisure theic habits and motions. Whr, then, it as been asked, as we
employ the sitk-worm, and furnish it with food and material to spin for
us our silks, and as we plant and form beds of oysters in fuvourable
locations, where we 'plc-nsz, may we not a'so employ the agency of the
cora! lithophyte, to lay the foundations, for instance, of a lizhtheuse,
or to form a b.eakwater where one is needed ?  Such a practical result
is by no means improbable, from the minute s  scientific observations
now making upon these busy litt'e builders of the deep.

Let us look now at another class of iabourers by whom mishty deeds
are performed, though the performers themselves are so inconceivably
minute, that to say they bear the same relation to the coral polype
that a wouse daes 1o an elephant, would be greatly to overrate their
dimensions. They are, in fact,, invisible to the sharpest sight, except
when azgresated together, I refer to the Diafomacer.

Of laie yeurs the attention of microscopic observers has been lar-
gely and increasingly occupied by a tribe of organic beings which are
tound to exist in all part of the world, fresh and salt waters chiefly,
aund present u great var'mf of species as welt as of form and markings.
They consist of a glassy shell, formed of flint, inclosing a soft colour-
ed substance, generally of a golden yellow or brown hue. This is
called the endochrome, and the shell is called the frusfule. The latter
has o determinate form, which often assumes extraordinary elegance,
and is usually marked with series ~f snecks, which are cither knobs or
pits, arranged in the most varied and exquisite patterns. They may
exist cither as isolated forms, or, more commonly, as united into long
chains, or other connected figures. These are called Diatoms, They
have spontaneous movements, and hence .aey were considered, when
first discovered, to be animals; but the opinion now generally prevails,
that they are pfauts of a very low grade.

. The influence of these tiny atoms upon this world in which we live
is almost br:{ond belief. ¢ The whole bottom of the ocean,™ obscrves
Dr Barclay Mentgomery, ¢ seems to be in a great measure made up
of these bodies, Sir John Ross and other Arctic explorers speak of a
large bank called the Victoria Barrier, 100 miles long and 120 miles
wide, composed almost entively of infusoria. Duringothe last week T
was engaged in examining a sounding from the bottom of the ocean
at the 3epth of 2000 fathoms, on the exact spot where the Atlantic tele-
fm.ph unfortunately gave way ; althongh the quantity was minute, still

discovered a great number “of interesting forms, {Vhat is known as

Tripoli powder in the qrts consists almost intirely of foesil deposits of
the silicious coats of diafoms, which from their hardness form sn ex-
cellent means of polishing metals ; these fossil deposits are very nume:
rous and in great quantity in different {mrw of the world. The town of
Richmond, in the United States, is built apon a stratwmn of these bodies
twenty teet in tickness; in Californin and America ge rally, in Bohe-
min, throughout Europe and Afrien, and even in our own country, we
find similar deposits, varying of course in the different species pre-
sent, . . 1 have heen enabled to examine some of the curious raised
fossil beneh near Copiapo in Chili, which is gradually forming into
stone. Though this beach is one mile from the (Yrcscnt shore, and 180
feet above the level of the sen, yet T have found in it diatoms of the
snme species o8 those that oceur on the shore at the present day ; the
diatoms a~ also found in o fossil state in peat, coal, bog iron-ore,
flint, and the chatk formation. T'hus, in & geo ogica{ view, though
individually invisible, yet numerically they perform a most important
part in the crust of the earth—a part more inportant than all the
wighty monsters that lived in ~zes past. ... What purpose do these
bodies serve? It is highly pouﬁylc that they form, in a great meaure,
the food of ull the minor aquatic animals more highly organised than
themselves; I have often found, on examining shrimps, thut their
stomachs, which are situated behind the e{es, are entirely filled with
diatoms. That the siliceous shell passes through nearly intact, thore
can he no doubt, but it is certain that the internal structure, the endo-
chirome, may he digested and form the rutritive portion ; in this view
I am horne out by referring to guano—n most prolific source of fossil
diatoms. Here we find abundance of siliccous shells, in fact their pre-
sence or absence is now the test of tho genuinencss of the article;—
these, in past ages, must have been consumed by small marine .an‘ma]s,
thesc again consumed by fish, and these in their turn by birds: in guano
I have noticed the proportion of diafoms to be in zome specimens
nearly 1 in 500 parts. A correspondent from Callao, writing to thu
Ntustrated Lon(&on Netes, on the Cincha guano islands, says the export
guano from the islands has increased considerably during the last ten
years ; between 300,000 tons and 400,000 tons are the annual amount
ar present : here, in a very moderate calculation, from one spot alone,
we have the annual of 500 tons of diafoms.” .

"The agency of these mighty but minute forms has been still further
developed in some researches of great interest which have been very
recently published by Dr Wallich. He has ascertained that they
exist in o free, swimming condition, in various regns of the ocean,
and at various depths from the surface downward ; that their multitude is
incaleuladles and that they afford sustenance to immense numbers of mol-
luscous and crustaceous aninals, which in their turn constitute the food
of the most gizantic ereatures of the deep. Dr Joseph D. Hooker had
noticed the vast profusion of Diafomace in the Antarctic Sea; and
he was struck by the conspicuous appearance rrcscntcd by their masses
imbedded in the substance of the ice, or washed up on its surface by
the action of the bitlows,

Dr. Wallich found the 8.1 ace of the Bay of Bengal and the Indian
Ocean t. be crowded with masses of minute life, forming yellow
streaks, flakes, and tufis, intermixed with glistening points, which,
when examined, proved to be recognisable forms of the orgsnisms in
question. The mighty scale op which the Diatomacee really exist,

id not become manifest, however, until he reached the Atantic,
between the Cape and St. Helena,

¢ [t was here that, for many degress, and in bright, breezy weather,
the ship passed through vast iayers of sea-water so thronged with the
bodies of a snecies of Salpa ¢S. mueranata) as to present the consis-
tence of n jehy. What their vertical Fimits were, it was impossible to
discover, owing to the speed at which the ship was moving. They
appeared to extend deep, however, and in all probability, were of a
similar character to the agzregations of what is called whale-food in
the higher latitudes, Each of these Salpe measured about half an
inch in length ; but so close was their aggregation, that, by a sudden
plunge of an iron-rimmed towing-net half the cabic contents, from
which all water had percolated, generally consisted of nothing but one
thick gelatinous pulp. Each individual presented a minute yellow
disgestive cavity, the size of a millet-sced, which contsined Diatoma-
ce , Foraminifera, and other organic particles.

s If we take into account the numbers of Diatomacex and Forami-
nifera that must exist in order to afford even a smoll integral propor-
tion of the diet of these creatures, the vast renewal of sup;ﬁy that must
be perpetually going on, and the equally vast multitude of these
Diatom-consumers that yield, in their turn, a gource of food to the
gigantic Cateceans and other large creatures of the sea,—it becomes
possible, in some measure, at least, to form an estimate of the manner
in which the deep-sea deposits become accumulated.”

The same observer has, with great ingenuity, applied these facts to
the solution of that much-vexed question, the origin of the masses of
flint that ave found in the chalk. Diatoms are found in great numbers
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b ceived the systematic prominence to which it is entitled. An examina-
f tion of the best handbooks then and now in use serves to establisk this
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i thego nodules, but the difliculty wns, how to necount for their ;;r(!-!
gation in these irrcgular masses. This is solved by the hypothesis’
that they are the excrement of whales,—the msoluble remmins of the
Diatoms, orzinully devoured by the Motluses, which in theiv turn found
8 grovoe n 1he stomach of the Cetacen... * We find that the siliccous
particles of the Diutomucee, Polycistina, Acanthometree, and Sponges,
exist not only in u state of the utmost purity, but that they oceur pre-
cisely in that state of minute subdivision which favours the solvent or
aggregative process in an eniment degree. We <ee that they are!

athered together by the Salpe, in the first instauce, from the element
m which they live, and that they a-e freed of all, or nearly all, their
soft portions, by the action of the digestive cavities of these ereatures,
Wo tind that the Salpa again, in inconceivably vast numbers, afford
almost the entire food of the largest orders of Cetacenus; and I there-
fore think we are able to iufer, with certainty, that, in the complex
stomachs and intestines of the Jatter, the turther process of agzregation
of siticeous particles goes on upon & gigautic scale, aided by the presence
of the alkalies, and that the aggregated masses being voided at inter-
vals, slowly subside, without interruption, to the bed of the ocean.”

Darwin records having seen clustered of)jecw in the sea near Keeling
Atoll, which he does not name, but which from the figures he has
given must have been Distoms. But all the streaks and bands of
colour seen on the ocean are not attributable to plants: some of them
are certainly of an animal nature. The following pheromenon was
noticed Ly the observer last named on the coast of Chili. T'he vessel
passed through broad bands of reddisl: water, which when cexamined
microscopically swarmed with minute active animaleules, durting
about, aud often exploding. They swam by the aid of aring of vibra-
tory cilia, which suguzests the thought of the larva: of some Annelid.
They were exceedingly minute, so as to be quite invisible to the naked
eye, being not more than one thousandth of an inch in length. “Lheir
numbers were iufinite, for the smallest drop of water which could be
removed contgined very many. Yet in one day, they passed through
two spaces of water thus stained, one of which alone must have
extended over several square miles.” How utterly inconceivable, then,
must have been the multitude of these minute creatures!

(7o be continued.)
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Scotch Scholas? os,

[A Paper read before the McGill Normal School Teachers' Association,
by T. A. Gibson, Esq., M. A.]

At the last manthly wneeting of our Association, my colleazue in the
High School, Mr. Murray, read a very instructive and interesting paper
on English Etymologies. It was alse very comprehensive, a mul{um
in parco gratifying and refreshing the memories of some by the recog-
nition of old familiars, and introducing new acquaintances to others,
Mr. Murray seems to have traversed this field con amore. Huving
myself traversed the same field with a somewhat congenial spirit, whea
I'was called upon to make up my mind to select a subject for this
cvening's paper, I felt at first inclined to follow up Mr. Murray's lead
by devoting my remarks to a departient of Efymology which, upwards
of & quarter of o century ago, engaged my enthusiastic research, 1
mean, the efymologies of Names of Places. Indeed, without incurring
the cfmge of egotism, I believe that I am correct in stating that, since
the publication of iy small work, entitled ¢ Etymological Geography,”
drew the attention of compilers of Geographical text-books to this
useful aud interesting branch of geographical knowledge, it has re.

fact. As however variety in the subjects for discussion here and
reflection hereafier seems desirable. T have dissuaded myself from the
compilation of a paper on a subject similar to our last and have under-
taken that of one wﬁich has required at my hands more research than

scholastic literature and men of Scotland may prove neither uninterest-
Ing nor unprofitable to a Teachers’ Association. As I propose to
allude briefly to the different sorts of schools in Scotland attended
by the youth of bothaexcs, I.  appropriately desiguate my paper
by the title of

§COTCH SCHOLASTICS.

_In the ontset I may remark that Scotland contains 33 counties, sub-
divided into upwards of 1000 parishes. To each parish ut the Reform-
) an and school-teacher. Since then
A arishes quoad sacra have arisen within the civil parishes, in
which the population has in the courso of gencrations, through com-

mercinl progress and other cnuses, greatly increased. (Ecclesinstically
congidered in counection with the Estabishinent, Scotlaud 18 at pre-
sent controlled by 16 Synods, subdivided o 83 Presbyteries.  ‘Thoe
most extensive Synod is that of Glasgow and Ayr, comprisiug 8 Pres.
byteries and ubout 150 parishes ; whust the smnliest 18 that ot Shetland
in tho extreme north, comprising only 2 Presbytenies and 12 paishes.)
1 am led to suy alittle in regard to Parochiat nnd Burgh schooliusters in
the first place. The appointment of a pansh teacher rests with the
heritors or landed proprictors of the parish, These at a legal meeting
~onvened for the election, settle the candidate by u mnjority of votes.
By this appointment he becomes entitled to u proportion of salury
from each heritor a.cording to the cess (or census) roll, but subject 1o
the tollowing condition. Within o given tune he wmust appenr at a
statutory meeting of the Presbytery of the bounds, aund, having pre-
sented an extract minute of lus appointment, he must undergo
examination in the branches re.quisite tor such school. Having pro-
cured « ratisfuctory certificate ¢* his qualilications to instruct in these
branches, ke hecomes fully entitled to all the emoluments of the oflico
ad vitem aut culpam. (Hoving twice undergone tlus ordeal, not
without some trepidation as to the result, I cau bear testimony to its
generally comprehensive and searclung chaiacter.) The teacher, ac-
cording to the terms of his appointment just referied to, cannot he
removed from his office and its emoluments ns lony us he ma:ntains
respectability of charucter and c..charges efictentiy his duty.  Under
circumstances of inability through ill Nenlth or advancing years he is
allowed to employ a substitute with the consent of the heritoisand the
certificate of the presbytery. Sometiwes the superannuated incumbent
compromises with the cleciors, that a permanent successor mny bho
appointed. In co- & of uotorious immorality or neglect of duty the
incumbent is liable - ve smemoned before the presbytery, i. e. libel-
led ; and, if the charges against him saould be proven, the seutence of
deposition by the presbytery is considered us fiual and without the
power of appeal to a civil court. At any rute the law formerly enacted
so, and the clause in the act was regrarded by many teachers as u sore
grievance. I ruther think that the objectionable clause has been since
sinended.  Besides the salary and fecs each teacher has, by stalute, a
dwelling-house and garden.” These, of course, vary much according
to the liberality or niggardliness of heritors.  In the case of exten-
sive parishes the heritors sometimes ercct one . r more schools in such
localitics as may suit the population. These ase ealled side schools,
and are similar but inferior to the parish schools, being partially
cndowed like them. The })arish schools used to be annually examined
and reported upon by the members of presbytery or committees
thereot,  In this respeet there has been a great change within the last
quarter of a century, relieving the presbyterics in a great degice from
this periodical burden; inssmuch as, by the appointinent of school
inspectors by the government, these now inspect and report, not only
upon the schools of the Establishment but upon those of the Iree
Church and of all receiving aid from government.

(I must here apologize for bringing & few particulars under your
notice in a very discounected manuer as I have taken them up in the
order in which they started to my memory.) It may be interesting to
mention a few items in regard to the Fund for the Relief of the widows
and children of Burgh and Parochial schoolmasters. This numerous
body, impressed with a sense of their obligations to provide somewhat
towards the relief of their widows and families, applied for and pro-
cured an Act of Patliamentin 1806. By this Act it was provided
that every incumbent in & Burgh and Parochial schoot at the time of
its passage had the option of becoming a contributor or 2ton-contributor
to the Fund; but that every teacher appointed to a school thereafter
should wntimate, within the statutory period after the date of his clec-
tion, to the collector chosen by each presbytery, his choice of one of the 5
annual rates of payment. These rates were 1,2, 3, 4 or 5 guineasaccor-
ding to the 1st, 2ud, 3rd, 4th or 5th classes. According to the 5 rates the
widows are emitleé to an annuity of £6, £12, £18, £34or £30 sterling.
Any teacher failing to signify his chuice of a rate within the prescribed
date subjected himself to be attached to the 3rd or middle rate of
guineas.~ Such contributor is lable to pay double in the years of
clection to office and marringe. On resignation heis at liberty to
discontinue, of conrse forfeiting all the previous payments. (I bave
myself experienced the forfeiture to some extent.) It is gratifying to
find from the Annual Report for 1858, the last which I have in my
hands, that many, who had held office for o few years but have sinco
Leen ministers or professors for many years, have continued their
yearly contributions. Of sach T notice” some in the British Colonics
as, Revd. Dr. Donald, St. Johns, N. B., whose date of entry is 1838,
Revd. D. Maclead, Cape Breton, whose entry dates as far back a3
1827, each ranking under the 4th class, or the rate of 2 guincas. On
remarrying, a widow forfeits her annuity. In 1858 the capital invested
in heritable security was £77,600, cash 1a the Royal Bank £5,500.

In 1858 there was an incresse over 1857 of £2,5653 2. In the
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same year the annuitant widowsamounted to 206 and childrento 17,2235
wnongst whom was distributed the sum of £3,013. The total con-
tributors amounted to 1,263, There were 34 vacancies and 15 non-
contributars surviving siuee the Y:\&s‘:\;o of the Actin 1806 so that,
when these vacancies shall have been filled up and the survivors shall
huve died, there will be a gross total of 1,339, to which are liable to
be added the masters of any newly erected schools coming within the
scope of the Act.  The annual contributions in 1858 were £2,731 1.
When I was in Scotland in 1839, 1 understood that it was the general
impiession that the Fund was so prospering that it was likely that the
anmuities mizht be doubled, thus making the highest £60.

To several parishes have been mortified or given in mortmain by
parties dying at home or abroud considerable sums of mouey, hence
called mortifications according to 2 Scotch aceeptation of the teem,
th: interest of which gaes towards the education of'a cestain nmunber of
paupers, sometimes limited to those bearing the names of the morti-
Jiers.  Children of paupers are now generadly kept at school at the
expense of the parish 2 or teachers are bound to receive a certain num.
bers at a reduced fee.

In consiection with this it may be noticed that there exist in the
capital of Scotland and in Glasgow. the commercial capital, county.
associations or clubs, composed of natives of various countics, who,
by having attained after 2 Jung residence to positivns of trust and use
fulness, have become identified in large numbers with these capitals in
varions walks of life.  These clubs, whilst cherishing friendly inter-
course amongst the members, have in view the promotion of the wel
fare of young countryinen vecently resident smmong them, aad the
advancement of educution in their respective counties by the distriba.
tion of [.ﬁzcs' the institution of bursaries and otherwise.  The rules
provide tur the cassring out of these last objects by means of resident
standing committees, and, in order to interest the conntics, local com-
mittees are appointed, that correspond with the head committees. Such
clubs are sometimes confined to 2 single county. when large, but fre
quently embrace 2 fewe adjoining counties.  In'some

1.; a translation of a few sentences into Latin and Greek ; Outlines of
;\;ncitcxln Geography, Ilaly; Roman Antiquities, JReligion; Euclid,

ook I,

“ The following is the lowest profession that will entitle a second
I yenr's Student to be taken on trial,—Livy, Books I. and II.; Horace,
i Udes, Books II. aud I1. ; Mair's Introduction ; Xenophon's Anabasis,
! Book 11I. ; Homer's Ilind, Book IL. ; a translation of a few sentences
into Latin and Greek ; Outlines of Ancient Geography, Jtaly ; Roman
Auntiquities, Religion.

“ The Bursaries to he available at any of the four Scottish Univer.
sities.”

The publieations in English, Arithmetie, Geography, History, Ma-
thematies and Physieal Science amount to 20. A few of the Latin
series has been issued. 13 school-roomn Maps and skeleton maps of
Evurope, Scotland and England, of 2 superior kind, have also been
issned.

The publications have been compiled in whole or in part from manu.
scripts sent in by parties induced to compete in consequence of adver-
tisements in the newspapers oflfering premiums for those adjudged as
best by reliable judges, selected by the Association, whose names are
publisfmd. The notes, accompanying the successful MSS, hearing
1 motto, heing opened, the authors ave ascertained and made known
to the public. (Iam fain to mention that, being a competitor on
one of the early occasions, I had the gratification of finding my M
8 selected as second-best, entitling e to £15 stg.)

Besides the Pzrochial schools there are Burgk or Grammar schools
chielly under the control of the Councillors or Magistrates of the
Royal Burghs. (There are 63 royal burghs and 13 towns ranking
with them.) Little of the early history of Gramnar scheols is known,
Li%e the other educational institutions of Scotland, they at first existed
chiefly for ccclesiastical purposes.  As the Universities were founded
in connection with bishoprics, so Grammar schools were at firstattached
| to cathedmls or convents.  The bishop of the diocese was chancellor

cases prizes for | of the University by right of office (ex afficio), and the abbot of the

exceilence in a great variety of branches are awanded to competing . monastery was sugerior and patron of the Grammar school. Thus the

upils who have assembled fram the schuols of an entire county and

iave heen subccted for scveral hours to a searching examination hy
comp-tent examiners sclected by the office bearers. In this way the
relative merits and demnerits of teachers as well as of pupils are drawn
forth.  On such occasiuns the schools usually reecive 2 or 3 holidays.
There are fere counties now that are not reaging benefit from the for-
mation «f such clubs.

Teachers wha are co-preshyters frequently formn themselves into
asseciations for the purpose of consulting tozether on subjects affecting
their_individual interests or thuse of the bods genemlly.  Perodical
meetings. monthly or quarterly, are held and escays read. e The
members usually dine or sup tozether, thus cherishing friendly fnter-
conrse and & proper eanil de corps. Intimacics, lasting throuyh life,
arc therehy fre juently formed.

In 1S1¥, 45 yeass ago, certain Burgh and Parochial schoolmasters,
taking into considerution the seriots obstacles prescuted to teachers
and scholars not only by the inferior and unsuitable chamcter of many
schoolbuoks, bat by their almast endless variety, formed themselves
into asaciety for the purpose of remedying in saincidegree the evils con
nected therewith, It is called the +“ Scottish School-Book Association.”
It has for its olject the preparation and improzement from time to
time of = conipleie system of schuol-books for the use of the scheols of
the mmembers, and also of schools in genem).  Membership depends
upoan the regular vse of 2 certain number of the association's pulhlicn-
tions. A yencral meeting is held annually in Edinbargh for the trau-
saction of business and the election of officebearers.

From the 40th Annual Report for 1855, I gather the following items.
The members amotinted to 352,

From the profits arising from the sale of the hooks it was arrced to
awand anaually 6 Burarics towards assisting deserving voungﬂ men in
the prosecution of their studizs 2t college.  The Bursars must be the
sons of membess of 5 years' standing or of deceased or retired mem-
bers for the sane perimd. When there are more candidates than
bursaries, she decision is by compamtive trial ; when there are not, by
~elative trial.  The trial anay be cither oml or by means of examina-
tion papers. £100 were allowed for 1555-9. the highest beine £20.
The bussaries are available at any of the § Seottish Universitics. The
treasusee pass the whole sum on the Ist of Deceinber on the produc
tion of the Matriculation ticket. Sume ideaof the natare and extent of
the trial may he gathered from the following extracts.

% Candidates mus?, alonz with their names, lodze astatement of what
they profess. aad the followinzg is the Jowest profesdion that will
catitle a first ¥ear's Stadent to be taken on trial, viz—Association’s
Latin Delectus; Cresar's Galke War, Books 11, and Il : Virgil's
sEaeid, Book I.: Greek Grammar: Greek New Testament, First Six
Chapiers of St. Joba's Gospel; Homer's Tiad, First 50 lines of Book

! Grammar school of Ediaburgh owes its existence to the monks of the
} Holy Roud, and that of Glasyow sprang from the cathedml. These
are now respectively designated as the high schools of Edinburgh and
Glasgow. The monks devoted much time to the instruction of eccle-
siastics or voung men destined for the priestly office, whilst the sons
of the nohility, as a privileged class, were permitied to share in the
advantages of their instructions. Thus young ccclesizstics and nobles
alone enjoyed the benefits of a classieal cducation. By and by pro-
vision was made for the instruction of these of inferior rauk, excluded
from the advantages of the monastery, as the friars, not constantly
required there, were permitted to devotce their spare time to their
cducation. In this way the monks or friars were the first public
teachers.

As both the Parochial Burgh schools have in many_instances been
i found inadequate to the advancing requirements of society, these have
arisen within the present century many educational institutions of o
higher chamcter, occupying a middle rank between the Ubpiversities
iand the Burgh or parochial schools. These -Academics, as they are
calied, have through the fostering care of generous patrons exercised
a most beneficial effect on all ranks. They owe their fonndation to
the contributions of individuals resi” ot in the distiet or who may
have left in early life and acquired competency ¢ v wealth abroad. The
direction is chiefis in the hauds of resident sob sibers.  In the case
of an clection of masters, subsribers to a certain amount are entitled
1o volc, whilst these at a distance can do so by proxy  The directory
is usualls incorpomted by royal charter. Besides pupils from the
town and the surrounding parishes and countics, not a few are the
children of men engaged in commercial and military ;:ursmts in foreign
pasts. In several cases Burgh or Parochial schools have been merged
into these Academies.  There is usually a staff of 3 or more_masters.
Osc of these is sometimes regarded as specially the Burgh or Parochiel
teacher, possessing exelusively tae privileges of Burgh and Parochial
teachers. Sometimes the entire ctaff rank as such. Among the Acade-
tmics mar be meationed those of Edinbargh, Cupar (Fife), Elgin,
Banff, Penth, Invemess, Tain, Dumfrics, Ay, &e., &¢- . .

Within the present centuoy several customs in connection with
these Burgh or Parochial Schools have hecome obsolete. I mayallude
to two, viz.,, Cock fighting and Candlemas Day. The former was
a sport, handed down from ruder days, and generally was kept up
once 2 year. OF course the day wasn holiday the desks and forms
were arranged around the walls so thata clear arena was reserved
for the fierce combatants, in whose defeat ar victory the yoothful
spectators took = lively interest. as the boy was hailed ““ King,”” whose
cock held the pit as defiant victor, while the owners of cocks that
shirked or hung fight when set on the arens (commonly ealled Jugés)
were in goeat disgrace, their birds being forfeited 1o the teacher ora
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fine poid instead. In the evening there frequently ensued o ball, i

which of course the favorite reels wud contres-danses (conntry duncer)

were kept up till a late hour to the musiv of fiddles and perchance the

gug-pipcs, the King and Queen being distinguished by leading off
ances.

On the 2nd of Febuary, Candlemas Day, (which was formerly cele
brated by burning many candles) pupils were itz the practice of wait.
ing upon their teache:s and presenting them with severad pounds of
candles of the best description ; so that they usually received a supply
of that article, so necessary for dumestic use before the discovery of
«as and coal-oil, suflicient for ayear's consumption. I mysell have o
ﬁisliuct remembrance of 8 chest of drawers being well filled on such
oceasions in my father’s house in Forfar. Siuce the discontinuance of
the candle gift its equivalent in money is kept up in some schools, the
parents in this way showing their good wishes for the welfare for the
teacher and his family.  The day is observed us a holiday.

In the high School of Edinburgh and Glasgow and in some of the
upper Academies and Burgh Schools the cacation continues through
the months of September and Novewber. In the lesser towns it
seldom extends beyond a month. 1 the Iandward parishes its length
and time are chiefly regulated by the operations of the harvest, in which
the scholars afford material assistance.

From the Census of Scotland for 1561, issucd by the Register
General and his Assistant, Imay read from the following headings viz;

TEACHERS AND SCHOLARS.

It will be observed that teachers are more equally distributed over
the country than any other class or profession; and. in ) fur as male
teachers are concerned, in a ratio tolerably correspuncent to that of
the population.

It'is a natural step from the teachers to the scholars. These compa-
rative tahles show that 167,056 persons were tabulated as “Scholars,”
of whom 241,803 were tnales, and 225,233 were females. These nu-
bers indicate that 15.2 per cent, of the population. or one in every 6.3
persons, were receiving education at the date of the census, and were
returned as scholars.

COMPARISON OF ENGLAND WITH SCOTLAND AS TO SCHOLARS, &c.

It may be noticed, as a sinzular fact, that although Eugland, by her
Occupation Tables, shows that a slightly larger propottion of ker popu-
lation is in the receipt of instruction as scholais—viz., 15.7 per cent.
of her population, the number of adults able to sign their uamesin the
marziage rezisters is very much below that of Svet:and.  Thus, in 1859,
the latest year for which detailed returns have been published for
Scotland, +9.1 per cent. of the men, and 77.8 per cent. of the women
who manied in Scotland were abic to sign their names in the warriage

register.  In England, duting the sarze year, only 73.3 per cent. of

the men, and 62.1 per cent. of the women who married were able to
sign their names. The cause of this anomaly is worthy of inquiry,
inasmuch as it would almost lead to the conclusion that the clementa-
ry cducation in England is of an inferior quality, and consequently
sooner lost by 2 considerable proportion of the population.

Time would entirely fail me to enter at present into details regar-,

will be found the names of most distinguished statesmen, lawyers and
men of letters. e had 2 share in moulding the youthful winds of
such men as Heary (Lord) Broughum, Sir Wa.ter Scott, Franas Jefe
frey,&e. It was from this respectable man,” says Sir Walter, ¢ thut
1 fustlearned the value of the knowledge 1 had hitherto considered ouly
us a burdensome task. **

Mr. Adam was the youngest son of an industtious farmer in the
parish of Rafford, Morayvsh; and received the clements of his education
at the parish schovl.  Here be countinued till he was consideied it to
cone (!unv:ud as o bursar at the university at Aberdeen.  1lis failure
in the attempt only stimulated him to fiesh exertions, and through the
representation of a elergyman of Edinburgh, o relative of his mother,
he was induced to try Ins fortune in that metropolis.  Here he prose.
ented his studies at the University under unexampled hardships, which
his biographerdetails. These far exceeded the average of hardships un.
dergone by the least favoured of Scotia’s students.  Shortly after en.
tering upun the dwies of the Rectorship he began to compuse aseries of
works desigzned or adapted to tacilitate the study of Latm languznse. He
finst compuosed in English and published +¢ Rudiments of the Latin and
English Gramnmar™ with the view of combining the grammars of both
languages, aud superseding the grunmae of Ruddimaun. He regarded
as anomalous aud prepostecous (and rightly according to our f'ud;;-
meut) the hitherto almost universal practice of teaching boys Lutin
from a text-book written in the languagze which they were going to leara.
This rational innovation was met with the bitterest opposition by the
generality of teachers, so firmly had Ruddiman’s Rules fur Latin Gram-
marin hexameter verse beenfixed in the memorics of the scholastic pro-
ferssion. Even in the High School itself not ene of his four Classical col-
leagues (whose pupils were accustomed at the commencement of the Sth
year to join the Rector's class with the view of finishing the curriculum
under him) was induced to introduce it for several years. it received
however the approbation of 2 discerning few, amoeng whom may be
mentioned Lord Kames, Bishap Lowth, and Dr. Vincent, Master of
St. Paul’s School, London.  The merits of the Grammar have been
lonyg since approved, and it has comne into extensive use both in Great
Britain and Ameriea.At intervals of 2 few years he brouzght befoie the
public in successivn his other works, which have proved so serviceable
to classicnl sudents ; viz. Roman Amntiquities, Classieal Bioxiaphy,
a Latin Dictionary, &c. These works came out in octavo. The
* Summary of Antiquitics™ has goue through several editions, much
"mproved hy the editorship of Dr. Bovee, one of the Classical ilasters
of the School, and illustrated by handsemne cots. It has hecome the
standard text-book on this subject even in the * Eternul Citp” 1
have had it from the lips of Dr. Adam’s fmnmediate successor that
durinyg the compilation of these warks he was in the habit, cven in the
depth of winter, at 4 in the morning, of carrying a lead of books for
research from his library to the wana kitchen and of continuing his,
to many dry, labours till towasds day break when the stir of the fami.
Iy reminded him of the duty of ceasing fiom them.  From his publi-
cations chiefly, he is said to have dicd woith about £20,000. Un the
13th December, 1509, whilst engaged in his professional duties, he was
svized with apopicctic symptoms.  In o fuw days ke fell into a state of

ding the traly wnunificent Dick Hequest, which applies to upwards’ of | torpor which brought on @eath on the 1~th.  His Iast wo ds, rema.ka.

150 parishes in the countries of Aberdeen, Ban!f nad Moray, if my
memory serves me correctly.  In reference thereto it may be remark-
cd that the operations of its manazers have fended to mise the tea-
chers in these counties very much in professional standiny. The
Normal Schools in Edinburgh and Glaszorw, in crnnection with the
Established and Free Churches. The Chgrifalle or Educational
Tustitutions, Scotice Hospitale, ecndowed by geutlemen who had
amassed wealth by indestry and success in business, desirous cither of
g:.;rpcxuaﬁng their names in connection with these endowments, or of

nefiting the genemtions of the voung in their uative towns or
countrics, belonging to particular classes o traules, a preference heing
somedimes {iven 10 certain names 3 viz, in Edmburzh, Heriot’s, Do-
naldson’s, George Watson's, John Watsons, Cannin's, Fetter's, Mer-
chant Maiden, Orphan &c. &e.  In Glaszow. Hutchinson's &e. &c.
In Aberdeen, Gordon's &e.— The Teachers in these Institutions have
frequently become omaments in the Churches and  Univertics.—
Ragaed Schools, in connection with which the name of Guthric is ho-
norably identified; Prirafe Acadcmics(maleand female). In the former
is imparted by a sclect staff of teachers, instruction qualifying for the
Universities, Army or Navy, while in the latter the Educational wauls
of the fair sex are fully supplied.

We propose to devote a shost space 1o untices of the foar gentlemen
who, within the last century. have occupicd the Reetosial Chair in the
High School of Edinburgh. In 1764, after filling for 3 years the office
of Head-Master in George Watton's Hospita), Alex. Adam, was ap-
pointed by the City Coancil the Joint-Reclor with Alex. Matheson
during a period of bad health.  Afier aninterval of 4 years ke became
Sole-Rector.  He filled the office for 41 years. Amongst his pupils

bly characteristic of the prevailing tenor of bis mind, weie these ;
It grows dark, bors, you may go.”

In 1509, Dr. Adam was sueeeeded by Mr. James Pil'ars, a favourite
pupil ranking next to Francis Homer when Dux of the school in
11392, After attending the Univeisity he sjent sevanal yeas in
, Enzland where he became well acyuaintid with the different systems
“of education pursued in that country. _ Acco.ding.y he introduced ad-
jvantazeously severel new features dwrived fiom espeiicace of the
" methadsof instruction in the large C.assical Schoo s of Etor, Ragbyr. &e.
The chief of these was the practice of Latin versification.  In the 16th
eentury. Scotchmen were grest proficients in this a:t, as is testitied by
the poct:v of Buachanan aind othars, whist in more recent times
Southern Scholars far excel their Northern neighbows.  Daiing his
incnmbener the puyils under him exceeded in nunber those p? any
' previous period in the history of the High Schoal. In teaching his
f}“":" clacses, sometimes amounting to 200, ke int-oduced the_monito-

rial syetems of Bell and Lancaster.  He held the office umit 1§20,
when he was removed to the chair of Latin or Humnanity in the Univer.
site. The honorable Gistinction of Lilaw Humaniores has been given
to the Latin Classics from their hamanizing influence. He continuedto
discharge the laborious dutics of this chair with the highest success
and aceeptance (althongh with some falling off in the latter vearw),
till the close of the session in April, 1562, when he resigned after an
occupation of the Chair for 42 vears.  He survived his resignation for
neasly o vear. having died in March Iast at the 2dvanced azed of S6.

Besides + First Steps in the Physical and Classical Geolozy of the
Ancient World ** and # Elements of Physical and Classical Geologr,™
towhich is annexed in an appendix » valoable anthology containing a
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sclection of pussages from the Latin poets, illustrative of ancient lo-
calities and peoples, the Professor issued in 1856, a volume in large
octavo, cmit‘ud s Contributions to the cause of Education.” and dedi-
cated, with permission, to Farl Russell, a fellow-collegian in Edin-
burgh, From a glance at these it may be seen how largely he wrote
on this subject.  Tou mention u few — ¢ Principles of Llementary
Teaching, c{xiclly in reference to the Parochial Schools of Scotlaud, in
two Lettersto T. F. Kennedy, M.Y., “Speech on Irish National Schools,
two articles in the Eldinburgh Review on Natioual Education in
England and France, Minutes of Examination before a large scleet
committee of the House of Commons on the subject of Education, in
1834, three lectures on the Relative Importince of Classical Training
in the Education of Youth, Rationale of School Discipline, and a host
of other papers.

Mr. Pillans was succeeded in 1520 by Mr. Carson, who had for
15 yenrs discharged the duties of one of the Classical Masterships with
acceptance. A native of Dumfriesshive, he received the elements of his
educution at the far-famed School of Closcburn, which had the reputa-
tion of sending forth some of the most distinguished Classieal Scholars
in Scotland about the close of the last wnd commencement of the
{)rcscnt century. Among these I may mention Drs. Hunter and Gilespie,
hoth professors of Humanity in $t” Audrew’s University.  1is editions
ofmost of the Clussical Authors in common use in Schvol and College,
that sssued from the St. Andrew’s University printing-press, were
unrivalled ut the time for theiraceuracy of punctuation and typography ;
and Dr. Hunter's Latin prefaces bave secured fur him 2 foremost name
in proficiency of Latin composition. Mr. Carson, before his connection
with the EdinburghHigh School, was rector of Dumfries Academy for
some years. He eccupied the rectorial chaie in the wetzopolis till
1515, when he resigned, having faithfully laboured in the Institution
for 10 years.  His colleagues, in uaamiously passing resolutions ex-
pressive of their deep regret at his retirement, couclude thus : +He
was smpulur beyond all others as a master, the last class formed by
him having been the largest ever assembled within the walls of the
High School. He edited Phadrus and Tacitus, anuexing to the for
mer a full vocabulury of afl the words, with renderings of the more
obscure passages, &e.; while the latter are much appreciated by
Classical Scholars for the accuracy of the punctuation and the judi
cious sclection of the various readings. His principal original work
is, **The Construction of the Relmtive Qui, Qua, Quos," a waork
highly approved of by Dr. Parr, one of the most distinguished Classical
linguists of this century.—For upwards of 30 yeurs hefore Mr. Carson’s
accession to the rectorslup, the New Town liad been rapidly extending
and attracting to its handsome mausions the more wealthy and aristo.
crutic portion of the inhabitants. Gradually. feelings ot dissatisfac-
tion on account of the distance of the High School in the Ol
Town began to be felt and expressed.  These eventuated in the foun-
dation of ¢ the Edinburgh Academy™ in 1822, and in its opening in
1824, In consequence, a generous rivalry between both institutions
sprang up, and has since existed, conducing inaterially to each other’s
improvement. The desirability and necessity of 2 lasger and more
commodious building in a more central quarter of the city began soon
to be discussed jn the newspapers—which resulted in a detenmination
on the parts of the patrons, the City Council, to build 2 suitable new
edifice.  The foundation stone was laid by the Jate Marquis of Brea.
dalbane in July, 1825, and the opening took place in June, 1829,
Both cvents were signalized by ceremonies and ]rocessions unsurpas-
sed in the histary of the meteopolis. It oceupies, it may be said,
almost an intermediate locality betwixt the Old and New Towns, and
Is certainly one of thenost elegant edifices inthe City. Its whole
expense amounted 1o nearly £33,000.  Of this large amount George
IV. contributed £300 throngh Visconnt Melville, alumnus of the
Schoal.  On the oceasion of Dr. Carson's death in 1830, hesides the
crection of 1 handsome cenotaph iu the spacious lobby of St Gile's
Church, his friends and admirers formed themselves into % the Carson
club™ and subscribed the sun of £30, the interest of which provides a
gold medal, called ¢ the Carson Medal,” presented evesy year to the
wrter of the best English cssayon a” prescribed subject connected
with Classical antiquity.

Shortly after the resignation of Dr. Carson, Dr. Leonhard Schmitz
was clected to the office, which he continues to hold at the present
time. e is a Rhenish Prustian, having been born in 1507, at Eupen
near Aix-la-Chapelle. In his 12th vear he lost his right arm,a very
strious accident indeed, but one which ultimately tended to forward
his natural inclination to follow a learned profession 3 for in 1520, he
cntered the Royal Gymnasium of Aix-la-Chapelle and continued there
tll he completed its full cumiculum of S years. On finishing the
course of study in Prussian grmnasia the merit of pupils is indicated
by certificates, of which there are 4 grades.  Mr. Sclunitz obtnined 2
certificate of the Ist or higbest class, testifying to his % unconditional
Stness” for the Tniversity.  This distinction had not been awarded to

any pupil for many years rrc\'iousl{. For 4 years he studied history,
phnlology, &c.underthe lustrious Niebuhe and others in the Universi-
ty of Bonn.  From the first he had selected the instruction of youth
as his profession, and, having completed his academical career, he un-
derwent the prescribed examinations und wus pronounced competent
to conduct any glass of a4 Gymuasium, Having in 1835, married an
English Lady, to whose health the climate of Bonn proved unfavorable
hie was induced in the following year to accept of s tutorship in an
English family in Yorkshire. %‘or upwards of 3 vears he here devo-
ted himsel€ to the systematic study of the literature and habits of
thought in Great Britain 3 in so much that he found it more congenial
to his own feelings and tastes to remain in England thau to return to
Germany : aund in 1340 settled in London, devoting bimself to his
fuvourite subjects of Llistory and Classical l’hiloloi;y. From this
time until his appointment to the rectorship in 1845, he pursued his
literary lubours with un unwearied perseverance, as may be judged
from u purtinl enumeration of his published productions. In 1840, an
iZnglish trauslation of Dr. Whigger's Life of” Socrates, published in
Loudon, and German translation of Bishop Thirlwall's History of
(Frecce, published in Bonn. In 1842, conjointly with Dr. Wm. Smith,
he issued an English translation of Niebuhe's History of Rome in 3
vols.  In 1843, he projected the Classical Museum, aund continued to
act a5 its editor till its completion in 7 vols. in 16§30, To this periodi-
cul the foremost Scholars of the age, British and Continental, contri-
buted.  Whilst a student under Nicbuhr, he bad taken copious notes
of the Professer’s Leclures on Ioman History. ‘T'hese notes, chiefly
through the earnest solicitation of Bishop Thirlwall, he carefully re-
vised, and in 1544 gave to the public, in knglish, 2 vols. of the Lectures
on fleman History, commencing at the point at which the histori-
an’s published works break off.  In the same year the King of Prussis,
to whom the first edition wes dedicated, presented to him through
Chevalier Buusen, the great Gold Medal for Literature, * os a mark
of his Majesty’s scuse of the honour thereby conferred upon the memo
of Nicbuhr, one of the greatest Scholars of Germany.? Since Ius
accession to the rectorial chair his literary labours have been not
less adundant, for he has since brought out in regular succession, an
English translation of Zumpt's Latin Grammar, 2 History of Rome
and also of Greece, 2 translation of Niebuhr's Leclures on Ancient
History in three vols. and on Ancient Gcograplzgc and Ethnography
in 2 vols., an Elementary Greek Grammar, &c. &c. In addition to the
above, the indefatigable doctor has contributed largely to the Biograg)hi-
cal Dictionary of the Socicty for the diffusion of useful krowledge,
and to the Peany Cyclopedia. .

From the adove very hurricd and imperfect sketeh it is apparent that,
in auldition to the fuithful and successful discharge of arduous and res-
ponsible professional duties, the subsecine (10 coin an expressive word
of Latin origin} literary labours of these four rectors have excercised
an important influence n clevating the higher education of Scotchmen
in particular.

An Essay om Common School Education,
BY MISS MARGARET ROBERTSON.

= What ought our Common School Sysfem to aim at? and how can
the object ainmied at be most effectually allained ?*

The design ef our Common School System is to provide the means

of cducation for the children of the people. A few may avail them-
selves of the superior advantages afforded by our Grammar Schools
and Academies, but the mass of the people must depend for the early
cducation of their children, upon the Schools for whose establishment
the law, in every scitled District, makes provision. In them, many of
those who are to enter the Iearned professions, must commenee their
cousse of study, while to the great number of those, who, twenty
years hence, are to be the farmers, mechanics, and merchants of our
ceuntry, they must afford the sole r.cans of acquiring the knowledge,
absolutely necessary to even 3 modenate degree of intelligence.  The
aim of the system, therefore, ought to bLe, to provide such means of
instruction, as shall prepare the one class for benefiting 1o the vtmost,
from the opportanities which higher institutions of learning ma
afford them, and which shall best fit the other class for the intelli-
gent use of the means of improvement which contact with the world
may supply.
. In the casc of cither class, the amount of knowledge to be imparted
is not the only thing, nor, indeed, the first thing to be considered.
To develop and strenzthen the mental powers, to teach a chi'd to
obiserve, to think, to reason, must ever he the first consideration in
any sysiem of education, and the studics to be pursued in our Common
Schools, as well as the method by which they ara to be pursaed, must
be decided upon with referenco to thisend.
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The amount of knowledge nequired must, even in the most fuvoura-
ble circumstances, be comparatively small, but were the amount great,
it would be valuable to the child, less for its own sake, thun for the
sake of the mental discipline resulting from is acquisition.

The difference between the boy who has enjoyed five years of
fuithful instruction and discipline in one of our Common Schools, and
the boy who bas never entered a school of any kind, lies not alone in
the knowledge of reading, writing, arithmnetic, and geography, that the
one pussesses over the other. Compared with the thoroughly educated
youth, both may be considered ignorant. But in the clearness of
mmental vision, which rewards the patient search after tiuth, iu the
mental strength, which is the result of difficulties fairly met and over-
come, one is far in advance of the other. This difference is not always
apparent in the boys. The superority of the one over the other
lies less in what be is as a boy, than in what be may become as a
wman. Through his books, and his skilful use of them, he has got a
glimpse of a world of fact and fancy, which the eyes of the other have
never been opened to see.  With average ability, his course must be
onward. He can never settle down into the ntere artizan, or tiller of
the soil, with no thought beyond the daily labor to he performed, the
daily pittance to be carned.” Whatever occupation_he may choose, it
will be pursued intelligently. The habits of patient attention, the
ability to fix the mind on one subject, till it has been viewed in all its
aspects, which must ever be the result of therough mental training,
will avail him in his workshop, or amoug his ficlds. e may forget
the facts which formed the subject mutter of his school lessons, rules
may pass from his remembrance, he may lose his skill in solving
problems, and in answering difficult questions, but the mental power
acquired in dealing with these thiugs in his youtl, will not be lost to
his manhood. In this mental power, andin its skillful and honorable
application in the management of a man’s own business, and in the
performance of the duties which he owes to the community, lies the
difference hetween the intelligent and useful citizen of a country, and
the man whose only claim to citizenship is, that he carns and eats his
dails bread within the country’s limits.

A matter of greater importance than the imparting of knowledge,
or even than the ensuring of thorough mental discipline to the young,
is their moral training. Knowledge is power, but knowledge un-
guided and unrestrained by high moral principle, is a power for evil.
and not for good. Among the schoolboys of to-day, are the Judges,
Magistrates, Legislators, of the future. If, twenty years kence, the
affairs of this rapidity advancing country are to be subject to the
guidance of good men and tree, it nust be through the influence
cxerted on the youtbful portion of the community during the next ten
years. In proportion as they are successfully taught, that even with
regard 10 the atfairs of this world ¢ goodness is wisdom, and wicked.
pess folly,” will they be worthy to take up the trust, which the
future holds for them.

Among the various means 1o which we have a right to look for the
attainment of thisend, none can be placed as to importance, inadvance
of our Coramon School system of cducation. How can it be madea
more efficient instrument to the attainment of thisend?

In sttcmpling to answer this question, it can be no part of the
Essayist's duty, to point out those respectsin which our school system
—as 8 system, may be supposed, by some, to be deficient, or o
suggest changes that might with sceming advantage be made in it.
Neither could there be any propriety, in regarding the subject from a
Foint of view which shows it asa vexed question” among our legisla-
atlors, and a vexing question in its practical workings, in more than
on¢ municipality in the province. I suppose the question to be
apswered in this.—

How can the Common Schools of owr oun district be made most

tclite as a means of mental culture and moral clecation o the
ildren of the people?

A fair and full answer to the question will, I think, go to show,
that as all classes of the community are benefited by the suceessful
working of a well arranged system of Common Schools, so all classes
are to o certain extent, though in different ways, responsible for this
successful working. But it is upon those whose duty it is to decide as
to the qualifications necessary for the teachers of these schools, and
to pronouce judgment as to individual cases—and upon these teachers
themselves—their fitness for the work, und their devotion to it, that
the saccess of our educational system chieriy depends.

Much has been said of late, with regard to the propriety of grado.
ally raising the standard of requireinents in those proposing to become
teachers, and a little has been done in that direction.—But far more
requires to be done. It may be true, that there are few Common
Schools, in which there are pupils so_advanced, as to be beyond the
teaching of one, who has passed s fair examination as the siandard of
requirements now is. It may bo true too, that it is neither desirable,

nor possible that tbe children of our Common Schools generally,
should be earried beyond the simple rudiments of an English education.
But it i3 also trie, thut even the rudiments of an art or science cannot
be well taught by one who has not gone far beyond these rudiments.
Any one may teach a child his letters, or deill him in spelling words
of an indefinite number of syllables, but to teach » child to read well,
one must be able to do fur more than to tell the letters, or put the
Sf'llab\es together. A limited knowledige of Arithmetic may suflice for
the teaching of the simpie rules, the mere mechument work of adding
or multiplying, but onty onc who is skilled in the art, who understands
the science in s relation to other brunches of mathematics, can teveal
10 his pupil the power of figures, or give him an idea of the wondrous
secrets of time and space which they may be mude to disclose. Any
oue with a quick eye, may teach a child to trace out on the wap the
outlines of the various countries, islands, oceans, painted upon 1t, or
mauke him acquainted by name with the several zones and the paraliels
that bound them. But to put life and power iuto the teaching, to
carry the child’s imagination away from the printed and painted
surface, the lines, figures, and mysterous symbols, to that which they
reprosent—the grand real world in which he lives, with all its wonders
and changes, one must have a far greater knowledge of the subject,
than a child is able to receive.

To imagine that the actual necessities of the pupil, may with
propriety limit the resources of the teacher, is to take a very nasrow
view of the subject of education, to form an unworthy estimate of the
importance of the teacher’s office. A teacher, knowing only the
rudiments that he is expected to teach, and who is content to kuow
10 more, wust fail in the right performance of 2 teacher’s duty. He
may announce facts, and explain processes, in as far as he is himself
acquainted with them, but he cannot make visible to his pupils—
because he cannot see himseli—the principles upon which the value
of a knowledge of these fuctsand processes entirely depends.

Besides—uninfluenced himself by the inducetent to progress, which
an entarged knowledge supplies, he must fail to give to his pupils the
impulse toward self improvement, which is of wore value than any
amount of imparted knowledge enn be.

In this power to influence the minds of his pupils, lies the secret of
a teacher's best success.  Many of the greatest ornaments of the world
of science aud letters, might have lived on in obscurity, unconscious
of their powers, but for the onward aud upward impulse given to
their intellectual facaltics by some scientific or classical scholar
occupying the humble position of a parish school-master. An en-
larged knowledge is not the sole source of such influence, but it is as
indispensable to its exercise, as are the moral and inteliectual qualities
which, in a teacher, command a pupil’s respect. It will not avail for
success where the gift of teaching is not, nor will it stand instead of
moral fitness, or a true spirit of devotion to the work, but through it
alone can natural gifts be made really available, as a means of
intellectual aud moral advancement to the children of the people.

Especially it is important that those entrusted with the edacation of
the young, should be morally fit for the office.  The relation in which
2 teacher stands to his pupils, implies more than the mere expansion
or cultivation of the intellectual faculties. Directly or indirectly Lo
must exert a powerful moral influence upon them. If not dircctly
exerted for good, it must be indircetly cxerted for evil. He can
neither divest himself of this power to influence, nor of the respon-
sibility which attaches to it.

They whose duty it is to decide as to the moral qualitics necessary
in a teacher, need not hint as to what those qualities must be, and even
to name them might sccm impertinent.  There can_however be no
impertinence in asserting that a departure from the letter or spirit of
the law having reference to these qualities, in deciding upon the
fitness of individuals for the office, must have an injurious tendency.
The standard of requirements in this respeet, may be sufficiently high:
it must be uniformly adhered to, if our Common Schools arc to exert
a healthful moral influence on the youth of our country.

That the Board of Examiners should raise the standard of require-
ments, 15 not all that 1s necessary to ensure properly educated teachers
for our schools. It may be quite possible to make of the Board of
Examiners, and the examination, a bugbear which shall be more

werful to discourazc the timid, than to keep back the unprepared.
g'(;xc teachers themselves must have their eyes opened to the desireable-
ness of grester attainments than any board is Jikely to require of them,
in order that they may fill worthily, the honorable position at which
they aim. They must prepare for it not mercly that they may be able
ta pass crcdil:\bl{ an examination more or less severe, bat that they
may be thoroughly acquainted with the subjects they mean to teach,
and that they may ensure to themselves that mental discipline, neces-
sars to the skill;\;I dealing with the minds of others. They must
cultivate s love of knov:lcd;fvc for its own sske, if they hope %o excite

‘this Jovo for it in their pupils.
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They must have an exalted idea of the teacher's oflice, not as
reflecting dignity on those who hold it, but a3 requiring much at their
hands. 1t must not be assumed lightly, nor from unworthy motives.
It must not be coveted as an easy uud pleasant position. A pleasant
{)osilion it iy, to one who loves the work to which it intioduces hiw,
hut it is an casy—an unlaborious position to none. Lven when use
and wont, and a consciousness of hitness for his sphere have removed
out of the teacher's way the obstacles which at first encuwber his path,
his task is still o laborious one, requiring watchfulness, patience,
firmness, and great power of endurance mental and physical.  To one
who lins no aptness for teaching, no love fur it, no suceess in i,
teaching is 2 most painful drudgery.

The office of teacher must not be assumed in & mercenary spirit—
just so much time and teaching given for so much money received.
He who takes it in such a spirit will farl every way. He will disappoint,
and he will be disappointed. It he is consciencious in the discharge
of his duties, and at all successful in his work, he may go onwith
pleasure to himself” and others for a while. But when the day of
reckoning comes—when the halance is struck, se will find that the
hard eash justly considered his due, will by no means remunerate him
for the labor bestowed. Me will say, With Jess wear aud tear 1
might have carned more at some other work,” and it will be the truth.
The outlay of the teacher is not of u kind that can be estimated in
dollars and cents, and dollurs and cents, even were they more liherally
awarded to the teacher than they are among us—could never make
to him a full and satisfactory remuneration.

Do unot let me be misunderstood. We live in a warld in which to the
greater number of us, our daily bread must, in one sense, be the first
consideration. To suspect as mercenary all-who look to the profession
of teaching as a means of obtaining u livelihood, would be foolish, as
it would be unjust.  Of a more siacred profession it is said + They who
minister at the altar shall live by the altar.” A teacher may with
propriety permit himself w look to his profession us a means of
obiaining honorable bread. But he must assure himseil” that if to
obtain bread be his sole .notive in choosing his profession he nced
never hope to become a successful teacher in the highest sense.  His
success must be the result of carnest selfidenying labor which bread
cannot pay. Unless he so loves his work, or is so jmipressed with its
importance that he is willing to accept success in it, as the best part
of his remuneration, he will be disappointed.

Upon this part of the subject—the fitness of teachers for their work
—one might enlarge indefinitely.  In one sense it may be said to cover
the whole ground.  As soon as the majority of our common schools
shall be under the direction of teachers who have undertaken the

firm stand against it, and the thought that a few weeks or montks will
put an end to the vexation as far as he is concerned, will often to a
tencher prove a temptation to overlook what merits reproof in bis
pupils.  The injurions cffects of such a course must be too apparent
to require to be enlavged upon here.

Notwithstanding the very evident disadvantages which attend these
frequent changes, the cases in which teachers continue year after year
in the same SC(LOO], are the exceptions, not the rute. Indecd the cases
are rare in which young persons are found preparing themselves for
the oftice, with any iden of making it u permanent one. No such
thing seems to be expected from them. It scems to be understood,
that » young man, when his own school days are over, may very well
spend & winter or two in teaching, until he shall decide as 4o his tuture
occupation, or in order thut he may obtain means to pursue his pro-
fessional studies. A young waman teaches three or four iffouths in
suminer in order that she may gain money with which to dress herself
neatly during the rest of the year, and it 15 all 2s it should be with our
Couunon Schools in the opinion of people generally.

But unless that is true with regard to the profession of teaching,
which is true of no other profession, that the skill and experience
which is the result of long practice cannot be made available in
securing success in it, ail this should be quite otherwise. Qur Common
Schools ¢an never become the power for good, which they might be
mzde in the country, until the teacher’s oltice is mude a permanent one.

With this frequent change from school to school, uo doubt the
restlessuess aud incompetency of teachers may have something to do.
Youny people becominyg teachers, with no just sense of the respon.
sibilities which they assume, or of the difficulties which they must
eucounter, grow impatient of the circumstances in which they have
placed themselves, and choosing to believe, that what is unpleasant
m their position, arises trom something peculiar to the school or
neighborhood, ruther than from their own incoinpetency, they seek
new situations, only to find new troubles. Iigher requirements on
the part of the Buard of Examiners, would tend to correct the evil in
as furas it is {3 occasioned, by discouraging young persons who
desire the oflice of teacher only that they may escape from the
performance of distasteful duties at home, or that they may enjoy
what scews to them  more desirable social position than they could
otherwise occupy.

But the other circumstance out of which these frequent changes

seem 10 arise—the fact that few enter upon the “work of teaching,
with any thought of malkng it their life’s work—cannot be so casily
dealt with.  The cause must be apparent to all. It is not surprising

work in o right spitit, from right wotives, who have thoroughly | that few are found willing to devote their cnergics to a prolession

prepared themselves for it and earnestly devote themselves to it, then
shail we sce the object aimed at by the system in a fair way to be
effectually attained.

Azain, measures should be taken to make the office of teacherin
our Common Schools a permanent one.  In passing from the care of
one inexpericnced person to that of another, schools must suffer, both
as to instruction and discip:ine. Even when the skitl and attainments
of the successive teachers may be undoubted, this frequent change
must interfere with the progress of pupils.  Time nust be lost before
the stranger can ascertamn their standing, so as to class them properly.
When his mode of teaching differs from that of his predecessor, it
must be some time before they grow accustomed to it so as to respond
to his cfforts in their behalf.  Prorress must be irrezular and fitful.
The knowledge thus acquired will be fragmentary, and casily forgotten.
Nothing can be well learned, and what is wmse no proper habits of
slud;' can be fonmed, no love of study cultivated.

With regard to the teachers, they can hardly be expeeted to throw
themselves heartily into a work, which three or four months may limit.
Half the time will he over before they find themselves thoroughly
engaged in their duties, or before they see_any real progress in their

upils. To acquire a reputation as askilful and successful teacher,
15 not of course the hizhest motive that can actuate onc in the per
formance of duty. but it is still 2 legitimate wotive. A teacher who
looks forward to the close of the term as the end of his connection
with his pupils, can have little hope that his ambition in this respect
will be gratified.  The progress of 2 school from term to term may
and ought to be marked, but it is not in the first term that the progress
is greatest. In those schools, in which every term is a teacher's first,
the progress can scarcely he so evident, as to reflect honor on either
teachier ar pupils.

Besides, even on the minds of conscicentious teachers, the knowledge
of fhe transitory nature of their connection with their pupils, must, in
another way, te-act unfavarably. It will not ke uulikely to tempt to an
evading of difficultics both in the government of their pupils, and in
their instruction. It is often casier to endure passively what is diss-
greeable, or even what is positively painful or wrong, than to take a

however suited to their abilities and tastes, which offers no reasonable
prospect of affording a livelihond. This ought not to be true, of even
the Common Schools, in the long settled districts of Canada, but
true it 18,

The existence among us of prosperous academies and collezes, is
evidence that the cause of education has advanced with the material
prosperity of the conntry, but it is chiclly as regards these bigher
wstitutions of learning that the advance is apparent. Many of the
drawbacks incident to the schools of a new country—the short summer
or winter term—the giving place of one chance teacher to another—
the *“boarding round™ system as it is called, and many other defects
in_arrangement, still cling to our Conunon Schools generally, and
unite to linder therr ctficient working.

It is time that these drawbacks were removed from the schools of
the long settle districts. It would be a step in advance if they could
be kept open longer cach season. A prospect of being employed
during the greater part of the year, would, even at the present rate of
remuneration cncourage suitable persons to qualify themselves for the
work of teaching.  Rutin schools generally, the rate of remuneration
ouzht to be increased.

While it is important that teachers should gnard against a mer-
cenary spint in seeking the office it is equally important that their
employers should aveid that spirit of false economy which inclines
too offen to cheapen a teacher’s services. It is true of teaching as
itis true of other things—that which is valuable must be paid for.
And it is true also, that the cheapest teachers, like other cheap wares,
often prove the dearest in the end.

Letitbe repeated here.  Our Commnon Schools will become the
power for good in the country which they ought to be, when the
majority of them shall be under the direction of faithful and efficient
teachers, and that happy day will not be very distant, when the office
of teacher is made a permanent and remunerative one.

To b¢ continued.
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ARITHMETIC.
(Continued.)

At every stage of the pupil'sadvancement in arithmetic the fol-
lowing three things should never be lost sight of: 1st. A correct
knowledge of the principles of numbers. 2nd. How to work
numbers with celerity and correctness. 3rd. Their multifurious
applications.

These three things should be perseveringly attended to, from
the very beginning of arithmetical training.—In doing this the
language and manner of the teacher shiould be such as to suit the
scholar at each degree of advance, and the progressive inerease of
his koowledge. At first, to be successful, thero must be great
plainness, 50 as to make the language level with his capacity ;
and the utterance should be distinct, bland and telling. This is
a part of the art of teaching fur too little studied by our educators.
Yet it is one of the most special, and of the very first that should
be particularly studied. Unless a teacher's language be studiously
accommodated to the capacity and knowledge of his pupil, how
can he expeet success ? Of what value is instruction if imparted in
language not understood, or but very imperfectly comprehended?
Of what value is an explanation, or an illustration, if the master’s
ideas are so expressed as not to bring the thing explained within
the reach of the child’s capacity, or if his knowledge of the sub-
ject, a part of the suhject under illustration, is not sufficient to
mgke the illustration clear to him—so well understood as intel-
ligently to cnable him to do the thing himself?2—Ilow often
happens it that the use of a single word not well understood or
part of an explanation out of place, or not commenced at the
proper starting point, perplexes the studeat, and mystifies what
was intended to be made plain—comprehensible 2—Verily teach-
ing and expounding are of no avail, except so far as they bencfit
the scholar, throw light on his path, and enable him, by his own
steady efforts, to profitably advance.—Teachers, look well to your
Janguuge, to your words,—to their choosing and using. Study
well the proper starting points of every part of your instructions,
Al} the parts of instruction should have their legitimate sequence
—cach brought up and carried on in its right place.

Remember that the teacher's language requires a teaching
character—as well as his mind a tcaching mould. However
distinct may be our views, however vivid our conceptiong, how-
ever correct and estensive our knowledge of the subject we teach,
how often do we fuil in calling up words, and momently divising
forms of expression faithfully to pourtray our thoughts and senti-
ments, enabling us successfully to effect our object ? Thisisa thing
of daily occurrence with the best educators : uch more must it
beso with those beginning the profession.

Let us now proceed and give a few farther hints on teaching
the fundamentals of Arithmetic.

Pupils should have now reached a stage to admit of giving a
still further variety of cxamples. The clearer and more correct
their knowledge of the properties of numbers is, the better will
they be prepared for the business applicative parts of arithmetic.
It 1s very important that, as they advance, as much light as pos-
sible be thrown on the relations of numbers in multiplying and
dividing them. Rightly to understand and masterly to know
them in caleulating, is of vast advantage to them. The more
their knowledge on these various relations is enlarged, the more
are their minds brought under the guidance of reason, the more
does arithmetic become to themselves a training instrument ; and
the more does their own independent working capacity strengthen,
~thus hastening on developmeat and a rational well-grounded
advancement.

Multiplication and Division.

The relations between multiplier, multiplicand, and product;
and between divisor, dividend and quotient should by little and
little, be expounded and examplified to them—making each of
the fllustrations suit cach stage of mental development and acquired

knowledge. Let me direct attention to a few of the most suit-
able at this stage.

1. To increase or lessen the products of numbers, we increase
or lessen the multipliers. Tor example. Multiplving 32 by 4
gi*es 128. Now it is evident that multiplying by 3 times 4, or
12, would give three times this answer, i, 0, 381; 32 x 12+ 384,
Again, if we lessen the multiplier 4 by 2, we have 32 x 2= 64 =
12K =: 64 equal to half the first product. Xlustrate these relative
properties till well understood, and the scholars are able readily
to work processes. Begin with numbers which their minds can
comprehend : as 6 by 2,8 by 5,10 by 6, &c. and reason on
cach example, till,iu turn, they can correctly reason to you. Then
give them examples to be worked, and to exercise their own
winds upon them, that they may be able to explain to you when
called up. Then, when this exercise is well understood, how the
product is affected by increasing or diminishing the multipliers,
show by illustrations how it is increased or decreased by increas-
ing or decreasing the multiplicand, as follows:

3) 24 x5=120
—~ 120

8% 5= 40=-—=410=} of the product of 24 by 5.
3

Again: 24 x5=120, and 2% inercased by 3=72, and multi-
plied by 5 is 360 =120 x 3=360. Multiplied 425 x 12=5100;
double the multiplicand 425 =850 < 12 =10200-~2=5100,=
to the first product.

Where they well understand how products are thus increased
and deereased in proportion to the increase or deercase of the
fuctors ; show that if one factor is increased as many times as the
other is diminished the product remains nnaltered. Ex. 9 mul-
tiplied by 6=354; the double of 9 is 18; and the half of 6 is 3 ;
18 multiplied by 3 is 54, the same product; for as 9, the multi-
plicand, 1s increased <o the 6, or multiplier, is decreased. - Ex.
Multiply 25 by 14; the product is350; increase the multiplier
B times, and decrease the multiplicand 5 times; the product will
be the same, viz., 350: for 5 times 14 is 70, and the fifth of 25
;)s 51 70 wultiplicd by 5 is 350, the same product as 25 multiplied

y 14,

Farther Exercises.

N. B. Place a factor in each of the vacant spaces, so that tho
products <hall be equal.

5x9=Fx( ); W6x12=( )=22; 49x3=22x( ).
1I8x6=2<6x( );36x8=3x( );30=17=352x( )

2. Qbserve that to obtain the same quotient in dividing
by different divizors, both the divisor and dividend, must be in-
creased or diminished by the same figures, 1. ¢, they must be
cqually increased or decreased ; as may be required : for example
72+12=6 quotient. If I double the 72 I must also double the
12 to get the same quotient, viz. 6. If I lessen the 72, dividing
it by 4=18, the divisor 12 must, to get the same quotient, be
also divided by 4=3; acd 18+3=6, the same quotient, as
72--12 gives.~—Again, il I wish to give 3 multiplicative increase
to the quotient 6, I have to give a proportionate decrease to the
divisor, as follows: dividing 96 by S gives 12 quotient; I wish
to increase the quotient 12 three times = 36 to get this quotient
by the same dividend, (96,) the divisor must be 3 times less,
namely 3=2%; and 96 divided by 2% gives 36, the quotient
required; or the dividend may be increased, instead of the divi-
sor decreased, by three, thus 96 x 3 =288--8:=36 = the quotient
reqpuired.

3. In cvery Division sum the dividend is the product, of
which the divisor and the quoticnt are the two factors.—

In multiplication, multiplier x multiplicand = produet ;

In division, quotient x divisor = dividend: therefore every
truth which can be asserted of the parts of a multiplication sum,
can be asserted in another form which will be applicable to
division.
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Example.

ult., mult.

32 x 7
1.4 pro.224
224

= 224 product, in multiplication.
-~ 7d = 32 muliplicand ; and
- 32 = 7 the divisor,

42 x 12 = 504 product.
2.4 501 =-12 = 42 nultiplicand ; and
504 +- 42 = 12 multiplicr.
9936 x 23 = 228528 product.
3.4 228528 =~ 23 = 99306 multiplicand ; and

228528 -~ 9936 23 multiplier.

Such exercises as these, iff well explained, will help much in
leading seholars to a correct knowledge of the theory of processes.

Every step of o process has its principle ; and it is the duty of’

the educator to show them how the principle, worked, produces
results; how the numeral truth, that 3 x 9=27; and how the
reverse processes 27-+9=3; and 27=-3=9, have all a processal
agreement. For if 27 be the sum of three nines ; it must also be
the sum of nine threes. Analyzing 27 by 9, gives 9 x 9 x 9=27;
and by 3 gives3x3x3x3x3x3x3x3%3=27. Or, taking
a larger number, say 99306, to be increased 23 times gives a
result of 228528. I'his product decrcased 23 times by 9936 is
exhausted—proving the process to be correct ; otherwise ; 228528
divided by 23, gives 9936; or by 9936, gives a quotient of 23.

A few such examples will lead them tosee how processes in mul-
tiplying and dividing check and prove each other,

But T would strongly recommend, accustoming them to prove
the working of questions or of processes at 2ach step of advance.

This is 2 much better way than proving the ultimate results of

processes. It is carrying the proof along with the work., To
illustrate this, take the following examples :

42769
(5

5) 213845 product

42769 proof
7) 299383 product

.........

42769 proof

3207675 ans.

2993830 proof of adding,

75) 3207675 (42769
300-4 =75 =proof of the multiplying

20 + 300 =320 =do. of the subtracting.

207
150--2 =75 =do. of the multiplying.

57+ 150 =207 =do. of the subtracting,

x 7="75=do. of multiplying,

51 + 525 = 576 — do. of the subtracting.

450-=-6 =75 =do. of multiplying,

67 +450=>517=do. of subtracting.

875
675-+-9 =75 =do. of multiplying.

—

In theso examples T have put down the different steps of proof
for plainness. In training pupils this is not nccessary. By a
little practice they will be able to test each step at sight—iwriting
uo figures, except in very large operations,

JonN BRucE,
Inspector of Schools,

(To be continued.)

Always In Troubte.

There is a variety of gifts in teaching; and most good teachers
are characterized by some peculinr ualiﬁcation which 15 maidly the
secret of their success.  And not only does this variety hold good in
regard to the means by which teachers succeed, but it also perthins to
their deficiencies and faults which prevent snccess. Some are wanting
in firmness and decision ; others, in kinduess and sympathy. Some
have uneither judgment nor tact; others are cruel, or indolent, or
wauting in enterprise.  Aund thus it would be very easy to make the
list o long ones But of all the faculties which characterize teachers,
we know of no one whose legitimate fruit, sooner or later, is so surely
fuilure, as what may appropriately be called the faculty of always
being m trouble. We do not mean to say that teachers are the only
persons who have this faculty. Far fromit. It is found in people of
every calling in life; but in  accupations where its possessors come
less in contact with the public and their interests, and whose duties are
less delicate. it does not always become so manifest nor produce con-
sequences su lasting and injurious, as in the case of the teacher.

"his faculty way not, perhaps, be defined with precision in mental
philosolphy, nor in the Phrenological Guide, but it surely exists. Of
this, fellow teacher, you probaﬁy have not the slightest doubt. You
have known such teachers. If there is any one thing they cando
better than another, it is, to use a common, but a very meaning
expression, to get into hotwater. Tt is their forte; and they cer-
tainly appear to be very ambitious to magnify their calling. Now it
is a very unfortunate combination of qualities and babits that consti-
tutes such a character. Tt is a constant source of unhappiness to the
teacher, making bis life one coutinued scenc of fretfulness, trouble,
and dissatisfaction ; and keeping up a state of discontent and turmoil
in the school and ueighborhood. And it s the more to be rearetted,
from the fact that itis all unnccessary and easily avoided by the

{ exercise of a moderate degree of discretion and common sense.

There are teachers who have very exaggerated and very ridiculous
ideas of the authority with which they are vested, upon becoming the
presiding geniuses of the schoolroomn. To make a display of that
authority, and to create a sensation, seem to be the leading object of
their work. It almost scems as though they supposed schools were
established to give them an opportunity to show that they are masters,
and that they wield the sceptre in their little kingdoms. Such teachers
will fail of doing a good work, and will have trouble for various
reasons. They have no true conception of their duties as teachers,
and caunot, therefore, discharge them acceptably. In the discipline
and management of their schools they will overdo, in every sense of
the word. ~ That will engender unkiud feclings on the part of the
pupils, and make antagonists of those who ought to be friends and co-
workers. The mualicious and the mischievous will feel irritated and
provoked, and will accept the teacher’s indiscretions and officiousness
as n challenge for a trial of skill and mastery. Even the best of pupils
will gradually, and sometimes unconsciously, assume an attitude which,
if not hostile, is certainly wanting in cordiality. Insuch circumstances,
the relation between the teacher and pupil promises little good, but
much harm.  Not only will that degrec of harmony and) good feeling
requisite for a suceessiul sehool be wanting, but aversion and hostility
will continually exist.  This will greatly impair avd generally destroy
the usefulness of any school. It is very true, we admit, there often
will be conflicts in school, and the teacher will be obliged to grapple
with opposition and insubordination, and to put them down effectually.
But no teacher can afford to be continual?y at war with the adverse
clements of his school. The campaign against them may be vigourous
and decisive, but it should not be a protracted one. If a peace cannot
be conquered speedily, it will be better to change tectics or generals.

This class of teachers are very frequently affected with jealousy of
any interference, real or imaginary, with their rights and authority.
Of course they are on any thing but pleasant terms with school com-
mittees, and the parents of their pupils. Not unfrequently there is a
state of mutual recrimination and backbiting. Now, 1n the first place,
every person who proposes to enter the school room as a teacher,
should previously understand folly the relation, duties, and rights of
committees, teachers, and parents, respectively, as defined by the law
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of the State where employed ; and in the next place, such persons
should know that it is possible for a teacher to be supreme in the
achool room, und at the same time to recognize the rights of other
}mrties, so far ag they actually exist, and to respecet them nccordingly.
The teacher who is unable to reconcile the existence aud computibﬁity
of the rights of others with his own, may, and most Jikely will, often
quarrel with the school committee or superintendent; while the one
who fully understands and acquiesces in the relation of all parties will,
with proper diseretion, seldom find occasion for uny considerable
trouble in that direction.  We know very well that all kinds of people
have the charge and oversight of schools; but it cannot be denied that
they are generally men of intelligence who share to some extent at
least, the public confidence; and we strongly incline to the belief that
they are, for the most part, a3 casy to deal with as uuy class of our
fellow men.

We carnestly beg of you, therefore, fellow teacher, if you have any
trouble with your committee, not to prosecute a quarrel until you have
seriously enguired who is the agressor; and 1350 whether you are
entirely free from a foolish and perhaps groundless suspicion of inter-
ference, when no interference is attempted or meditated.  Remember
that many people suffer more from the anticipation and dread of
troubles that never come, than from all the troubles that actually take
place.

A similar spirit of jealousy is often exhibited in reference to the
interference of parents. We are free to acknowledge that many parents
are meddlesome in school matters, assuming not unly to advise the
teacher, but also to dictate to him in the disﬁmrge of B\is duties. The
provocations from this are frequently such as to require great disere:
tion and magnanimity to rise above them. Bear in mind that parents
have a peculiar interest in their own children, and that it is one of the
weaknesses of many parents, that they deem it necessary to supenu-
tend, and to have 2 voice in all that is dune fur their children by others.
Furthermore, schools, and especially public schuols, are considered as
a kind of public property in the management of which every one hasa
right to take part. Such being the fuct, it is very natural that injudi-
cious parents should often seem altogether too oflicious in their inter-
course with teachers and schools. ﬁnplca.snnt as such intermeddling
is, it need not generally be « source of much trouble or anxiety to the
teacher. It isto be treated on the letaloueprinciple. If resented or
sllowed to bring on disputes or altercations, it surely will increase
tenfold ; for a testy temper aud angry words in a teackerare asufficient
provocation for fiault-finders to do their worst. It is by such fuel that
the flame of contention is usually fanued to its intensest heat. Not so,
however, if it is met with an unruffied temper and with respectful
silence. ~ It can not flourish under neglect. It is o good rule to listen
calmly and attentively to all the advice, and abuse ¢ven, that may be
offered, or heaped upon you; and then, avoidiug immediate action if
possible, to follow your own judgment.

Many teachers very foolishly bring much trouble upon themselves
by injudicious talk in school, or before their pupils elsewhere, about
their parents. A teacher of some promise, occupying a good situation,
had occasion to reprove a lad, am{) to make some chaunges in his studies
which his own good and that of the school seemed to require. “The
mother of the boy injudiciously made some petulant remarks about it,
but would probably propably have forgotten the whole affair in a month,
had the matter ended tﬁerc. But her remarks found their way to the
teacher’s cars, whose want of judgment allowed bim to bring the
matter up before the school, and to indulge in violent language, abu.
sing the boy, his mother, and meddlers in gencral. The result was he
lost his situation, zud thereby received o just reward. Pupils should
never hear from their teachers an unkind or disrespectful word about
their parents.

It should be a principal object with the teacher, to keep out of
trouble and to live 'on terms of peace and cordiality with pupils and
parents, and with all others concerned. This must be done by the
exercise of prudence and good judgment, and by a desire to deal
fairly and justly withall. Care must be taken, however, not to vacillate
where promptness is required, nor to shrink from the line of duty ; for
where that plainly leads he must go, cautiously, indeed, but fearlessly.
But most of the troubles which this class of teachers encounter may be
avoided by a determination to keep clear of them, as we have hinted
above. arn a lesson from the folly of the serpent, which is not
always “wise.” When a coanl of fire is held towards one of our com-
mon field snakes, the spiteful reptile darts its forked torgue about it
and then, in wrathful folds, encircles it with its whole boay. Result:
A bumnt offering uncalled for and ineffectual. So do not thou, fellow
teacher. Repress the controversial element in your character; fet your
policy be pacific bat firm; and by your fidelity and persistent magna-
nimity win the good-will and approbation of pupil and patron. A. P. S.
— Connecticut School Journal,

OFFICIAL NOTICES.

NOMINATIONS.

LAVAL NORMAL SCHOOL.

His Excellency the Governor General in Council was pleased, on tho
13th December, to appoint Danicl McSweency, Esquire, English Teacher in
the Model Schoof annexed to the Laval Normal School and Adjnnct Pro.
fessor in the Normal School, vice Andrew Doyle, Esq. resigned ; and also
tso hap];oim J B. Clouticr, Esq., Adjunct Professor in the Laval Normal

chool.

—

ERECTIONS &c. OF SCHOOL MUNICIPALITIES.

His Excellency the Governor General in Council was pleased, on tha
12th December last, to detach from the Township of Morin, in the county o
Argentenil, the Tth, 8th, 9th, 10th and 11th ranges, and to annex the same
to the Schiool Municipality of Beresford.

His Excellency the Governor General in Council was ‘pleased, on the
11th January lust, to amend the Order in Council of the 26th July, as
follows :

To detach from the school municipality of St. Irénée, in the county of
Charlevoix, the concession kuown as Ste. Magdeleine, extending from the
land of Vital Bouchard to the land belonging to Louis Maltais, exclusive,
and to annex the same to the School Municipality of Malbay, in the said
county.

DIPLOMAS GRANTED BY BOARDS OF EXAMINERS.
MONTREAL BOARD OF CATHOLIC EXAMINERS.

1s¢ Class Elementary (E).—Mr. Thomas Levan ; (F) Miss Marie Vitaline
Demers.

—

QUEBEC BOARD OF PROTESTANT EXAMINERS.

1st Class Elementary (£)—Miss Jane McKenzie.
2nd Class Elementary (£).—Messrs, James A, Hume, Neil John McKil-
lap, Francis Reynolds ; Misses Margaret Brodie, Sarah Jobinston, Margarct
McKillap, Mary McKillap.
1st to 8th Nov. 1864,
D. Wiz,
Secretary.

—

RICHMOND BOARD OF EXAMINERS.

13t Class Elementary (E).—Miss Hanna Armatage ; (F & E); Miss Mary
Ann Annstrong ; (F) Misses Marguerite Labonté, Luduile Gervais and
Maric Brady.

2nd Class Elementary (F).—Miss Phbilomtne Marcotte.

2nd Aug. 1864.

1st Class Elementary (E)—Miss Mary Ann Morrill ; (F) Misses Philo-
mine Champoux and Mathilda Bouthillette,

2nd Class Elementary () Misses Louise Vigneault, Julie Belisle; (E)
Misses Adelin Gilman, Flora Shaw, Margaret Cassidy, Sophia Daying,
Josephine E. Smyth, Mary Ann Hall, Lelin L. F. Rice ; Mrs. Susanna Nelson
Iull ; and Mrs. Orpha Elizabeth Turner Hammond.

1st Nov. 1864.

J. H. Granay,
Secretary.

-
—

DONATIONS TO THE LIBRARY OF THE DEPARTMENT.

The Saperintendent acknowledges with thanks the following donations to
I ¢ Library of the Department.

From Henry Judah, Esq. Commissioner on Scigaorial Tenure, Cadastres
abrégés des seigneuriesde Québec, 2 vols. Cadastres abrégés des seigneuries de
Montréal, 3 vols. Cadastres abrégés des seigneuries des Trois-Rividres; 1 vol.
Cadastres abrégés des seigneuries de la Couronne, 1 vol.
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To our Subscribers and the Contributors to the
Teachers’ Savings Iand,

We have to request that our subseribers who have not yet
paid up will send their remittances as soon as possible to A. de
Lusignan Esq., Clerk of Accounts and Statistics, Education
Office, who will also receive all Premiums due on the Teachers’
Savings Fund.

In sending money by mail, Postage Stamps should be used
when the amount is less than one dollar.  T'cachers who receive
the Journal for half a dollar may club together to send their
remittances whenever they can conveniently do so. Coin should
not be sent by letter as loss through increased postage is thereby
occasioned,

We have much pleasure in recording the fact that during the
year just cnded many Boards of Commissioners have subseribed
to the Journal for the schools under their control.

Subscribers to the Savings Fund are reminded of the necessity
of paying all Preminms during the year to which s.ch Premivws
apply. Premiums for 1864, now overdue, shall nevertheless he
still eredited provided they be sent within a reasonable time.

All Teachers should contribute to the Savings Fund, and also
subseribe to the Journal of Education. The rcasons that might
be urged in support of the first part of this recommendation are
so obvious that they will naturally suggest themselves; to recap-
itulate them here would, therefore, be superfluous. As to the
Journal of Education, we may say that the information to be
found in its columns is of the highest practical importance to all
teachers, and none should be without it.

Notices of Books and Publications,

Tue Caxamax Jovnyat or INDUSTRY, SCIENCE ASp ART; Printed
for the Canadiun Institute by Lovell and Gibson, Toronto.

We have received the November number of this excellent scientific
quaterly. It contains an article by Professor Wilson on the Physical
d‘lmrnctcristics of the Aneient and Modern Celt of Gaul aud Britain ;
another on Thallium, by H. C.; a bibliographical-review, a translated
article on Plants and the Atmosphere, from La Revie des Deux
Mondes; and Meteorological Tables and observations for Toronto.

The subject of which Professor Wilson treats in this number js one
much in vogue at present with savansin hoth hemispheres. As all the
world knows, craniology bas risen to an important place in modern
science ; itis wow, in fact, one of the fuvonite branches studied Ly
naturalists and especiolly by anthropologists. Accordingly, on all
sides, the learned arc digging.  Ruins, catacombs, long forgotten
cemetries, are vuthlessly upturned and ransacked for those mouldy trea-
sures which are te solve the great cthnical problems of the day.
While investigating and comparing the peculiaritios of crania of
various races inhabiting the British Isles, the idea has been entertained
in scientific circles that if the pure Celtic type could be definitively
recoguized and separated from its modified forms and sub-types, a pro-
mising way would open to the scttlement of many questions touchin
the early history and migratory movements of this ancient people, :mﬁ
thence possibly to ethnological enquiries into the history and charac
teristics of pre-existing races.  Unfortunately, however, the subject is
beset with difficulties. It is the opinion very generally received among
cthnologists that the pure Celt docs not now exist frée from admixture
with other races; ans it therefore follows that if the unmixed Celtic
skull can be identified at all, it can only be done through the scientific

classification of crania ¢ past generations. Hence the furer adverted
to above.

But if investigations into the eraniological peculiarities of ancient
Pooplcs be attended with so much inconvenience and trouble, science
s hit upon u tealy expeditious and agreeable method of examining
coutemporary heads.  What, indeed, could be more natural under the
circumstances than to have had recowsse to that useful member of a
well regulated community—the hatter? Let us not however anticipate
Prof. Wilson in his remarks on this subject :

“’The hatter in the daily experience of his business transactions,
necessarily tests the prevalent form and proportions of the human head,
especindly in its relative length, breadeh, umll horizontal circumterence ;
and where two or more distinet types abound in his locality, he cannot
fuil to become cognisant of the fact.  One extensive hat manufacturer
in Edinburgh, states that ¢ the Scottish head is decidedly longer, but
not 50 high us the Buglish.  1u comparison with it the German head
appears almost round.”  But comparing his svale of sizes mogt in
demand, with others furnished to me from Messts. Christie, the lurgest
hat makers in ingland, the results indicate the prevalent Scottish size
to be 233 iuches; four of this being required for every two of the
next larger and smaller sizes; whereas in assorting three dozen for
the English trade, Messvs, Christie furnish four of 213, nine of 213,
ten of 22, and eight of 22 inches. Mr. Rogers, of Toronto, in assort-
ing three dozen, distrbutes them in the ratio of five, seven, nine, and
five to the same predominant sizes, and allows four for the head of 23
inches in circamierence, the remainder being in both cases, distributed
in oues and two between the largest and smallest sizes, ranging from
23% to 203 inches. The summary of inquirics among the principal
hatiers of Bostox s as follows: ¢ Larger hats are required for New
England than for the Southern States.” To New Orleaus we send 208
t0 223 ; and to New Hamsphire 213 to 23 inches.” One extensive
New England manufacturer adds : ¢ New England heads are long and
high; longer and higher than any European heads.  British heads are
longer than Continental. German and Italiau heads are round. Spanish
and Italian very suall.?

4 Let us now see if this experience acquired in the daily observation
of the trader and manufacturer will yield any available results in refe-
rence to our {)rcscnt inquiries. An ingenious instrument, known by
the name of the Conforniileur, was brought into use in Paris,  believe
about twenty years since, and is now employed by many hatters, on
both sides of the Atlantie, for the purpose of determining the form and
relative proportions of the human head, so far as required by them.
‘The instrument fits on the head like a hat ; and, by the action of a serics
of levers encircling it, repeats on a reduced scale, the form which they
assume under its pressure. By inserting a piece of paper or thin card
board, and touching a spring, the reduced copy is secured by the im-
press of pins attached to the ends of the levers.

.
[

¢ Taking advantage of the precise data furnished by the Coré/bnni-
teur; 1 have availed myself of the peculiar facilities which Canada sup-
plies for instituting a comparison between the diverse races composing
its population.  Upper Canadu is settled by colonists from all parts of
the British Istands.~ In some districts Highland, Irish, German, and
¢ Coloured ’ settlements perpetuate distinct cthnical pecaliarities, and
preserve to some extent, the habits, and usages, and even the lan-
guages of their original homes. But throughout the more densel
settled districts and in most of the towns, the population presents mucg
the same character as that of the larger towns of England or Scotland
and the surmames form in most cases the only guide 1o their ethnica
classification, -In Lower Canada the great mass of the population is
of French ongin, but derived from different departments of the parent
country; of which Quebec is the centre of a migration from Nor-
mandy while the district around Montreal was chiefly settled by colonists
from Britanny. The French language, laws, religion, and customs
prevail, preserving many traits of the mother country and its popula-
tion. as they existed remote from the capital of the Grand Monarque,
and before the first French Revolution. ‘The establishment of the seat
of the Provincial Government at different times in Montreal and Que-
bee, and the facilities of intercourse between the two cities, must have
belped to mingle the Normau and Breton population in both. Never-
theless, the results of my investigations tend to show that o strixing
difference is still recognisable in the predominant French head-forms of
the two cities.

¢ My first observations, with special reference to the present inquiry,
were made at Quebec, in 1863, when, in co-operation with my friend
Mr. Joha Langton, I tested the action of the conformiteur on heads of
various forms, and had an opportunity of examining ond comparing
nearly four hundred head-patterns of the French and English popula-
tions. As cach of the patterns had the name of the original written

rie 4 o718 S et

T




FFOR LOWER CANADA.

16

vpon it, a rendy clue was thereby furnished for determining their
nationality. Since then, in following out the observations *hus insti-
tuted, 1 have carcfully examined aud classified eleven hundred and
four head-shapes; including those of’ two of the principal hatters in
Montrea), and of one in Toronto. In testing their various ditferentie,
1 have arranged them by coriespondence in torm ; by common orizgin,
as indicated by TFrench, Euglish, Welsh, Hizhlaud, Irish, and foreign
names ; and by predominant malformations in thote murkedly unsym.

metricul. The fitst noticeuble fact in comparing the head-forms of the -

Quebee population was that they were divisible into two very dissimilu
types: o long ovoid, and a short, nearly cylindrical one. Thisis so
obvious as to strike the eye at a glanee. 1 accordingly arranged the
whole into two groups, determined solely*by their forms, without refe.
rence 1o the names; and on applying the latter as a test, the result
showed that they had been very nearly classitied into French und 13n-
lish. Inully out of nearly o hundred head-foris murked with Fiench
names, only ninc were not of the shoit, nearly roundform; and no

single example of this short type occurred in one huudred and forty-.

seven head-torms bearing English names. A more recent examination
of pattesns from Montreal led 1o a very different result. There, where
out of the first fifty Lnglish head-forms I examined, une exusmple of
the short globular type occurred; out of seventy Fiench head-forms
(elassitied by names,) only cleven presented the most prevalent Frenceh,
head-type of Quebec. Bt the French head of the Montreal district
though long, is not the same as the English type. It is shorter, and
wider at the parietal protuberances, and with u greater comparative
froutal breadth than what appears to be the Celtic sub-type of the
English_heads, though also including some long heads of the latter
form. So far, theretore, it would scem a legitinate inference from
the evidence, that the brachyeephalic and nearly globular head of the
Quebec district is the Franco-Normaun type ; while the fonger French
head of the Montreal district is that of Brittany, where the Celtic ele-
ment predominates.”

Rosertsoy.—The Galt prize Essay—An essay on Common School
Education; By Miss Margaret Robertson, Suerbrooke, 1863, 26p.

We begin in this number the reprint of this very interesting essay.
It is well written and is alike credituble to the Teachers™ Association,
the autror and the generous donor of the prize.

WepstEr.~—.An dmerican Dictionury of the English Language. By
N-.h Webster, LL. D.  Thoroughly revised, and greatly enlarged and
improved, by Chauncey A. Goudrich, LL. ., ete., and” Noah Porter,
D. D, etc., Springtield, Mass.: G. & C. Merriam. Royal 4to. pp.
xxii., 1763,

"This great standard work has again passed through another edition
revised, enlarged and embellished. Lexicographers, orthoépists and
philologists deeply versed in their respective departments of linguistic
science, bave been employed in removing the dust of nearly forty
years from the well-carned laurels of Noal Webster and in adding
fresh lustre to their imperishable glory. Not ounly have imperfections
and blemishes disappeared before the indefatigable exertions of his
revisors, but the Herculean task of remodelling the entire work las
been successfully accomplished, the celebrated definitions even—
wherein cousists Webster's acknowledged superiority—having been
rendered more terse and unitpeachable.  Few persons not practically
acquainted with the business of preparing works of reference for the

ress and with the minutice of the Iiditor's duties can form an accurate
idea of the immense amount of labor invelvdd in the reconstruction of
s modern quarto dictionary. Besides what may be properly designated
a5 the natural changes continually occurring in a living tongue,
the uninterrupted march of science necessitates the constant coining
of strange expressions that not only

# Would make Quintilian gape and stare,”

but startle Dr. Johnson himself out of all sense of propriety. Innovation
100, the bugbear of lexicographers, is also constantly at work undermin-
ing the very pillars of the language. It is to no purpose that against its
incessant assaults, all the classic volumes in the vernacular are heaped
up into a rampart, buge as the Great Wall of China and almost as
worthless for defensive purposes. The tide of neologism cannot be
stayed. As even the most fastidious dictionary can be no more than a
mere reflex of spoken language, it must perforce submit to usage and
note down popular eccentricities. Accordingly we have, in the work now
before us, tﬂe formal thougb qualified recognition of such verbal parvenus
as Skedaddle—an expression by-the-by said to be of Swedish or Danish
origin and not of classic birth as learned essays have been written to

rove.—It must not however be inferred from this that all neologisms,

owever whimsical, bave found 2 place in this revised cdition; on
the contrary, unauthorised or lawless expressions have been as far as
possibie cxcfudcd, yet its vocabulary includes 114,000 words, or 10,000
mere than are to be found in Worcester.

Notwithstanding the general excellence of Webster’s Dictionary ; it
is undeniuble that'in several important 1..pects it was susceptibte of
improvement. Sofue of the imperfections here alluded to were inherent

l in the work itself, others were due to the changes brought about by
: time, These objectionable features the present owners of the copyright
| have spared no pains nor expense to remove cifectually. In the depart-
meut of etymology the recent investizations of philologists had leit the
labors of Dr. Webster—learned as they undoudtebly, weie in his day—
ut the very thiesho.d of the science.” To supply this deficiency, the
! services of Dr. Mahn, a distinguished compmative Philologist of Prus.
sin, were retuined and the result of five yems of unremitting labor on
his part are now befv.e the public.  The general revision of the
whole work was conducted under the immediate supervision of Prof,
Goudrich until the death of that gentleman in 1860, when Profl
Porter suceceded him. The staff of' collnborators and assistants whose
services have contributed to the success of the present undeitaking
inciuded men eminent in almost evesy department of science, art and
literature. We 1egiet that we have not spuce to hestow even a pussing
temark on their respective labois. 1t must sullice to say that to Prof.
Dana of Yale College, was confided the task of revising the nomencla.
ture approprinted to the divers branches of natural science, to Capt,
Craighill, of West Point, that of examining critieally the glossary of
militury terms, to Dr. Mason and Mr. Dwight the duty of scanning those
expressions dear to artists and the Muses, while the ilou. J. C. Perking
was specially retained to wateh over all the techuicalities of law and
carcfully to exclude therefrom all flaws and informalities.

Thus have the detinitions been re-written, the etymology enlarged,
techuical terms eluciduted, synonymes (from the edition of 1859)
re-arranged and interspersed throughout the teat, the difference of
proununciation indicated in over 1300 wo.ds, secondary sceents intro-
duced, and numerous tables and pictorial ilusteations added.  The
wood-cuts are both inserted in the body of the dictionary and clussified
in an appendix so as to exhibit ata glance all the ditierent members of’
connected series.

An entively new feature in this edition is the addition of .n Expla-
natory and Pronouncing Vocabulury of numes of uoted fictitious
persons, places €., by Mr. Wheeler—a complete work of retference in
itself occupying over ifty pages and supplying a want often felt by the
general reader. ANl the mythical personages of modern fictitious
literatue are here assembled and marshatled m alphabetical order.

If anything could have operated as a serious drawback against
Webster’s Dictionary and prevented so valuable a work obtaining the
first place in popular estimation in England and British Ameriea, 1t has
undoubtedly been its e.\'coytional orthography, its superior excellence
in other respects being almost unquestioned.  ‘This impediment has
been effcctually removed in the present edition by subjoining the old
method of spelling in almost every instance in which Dr. Welster hnd
departed from the established usage. No one therefore should now
be without a copy of this, undoubtedly the most perfect dictionary of
the English language extant ; and to teachers especially we recommend
it as an indispensable auxiliary.

Backwoonsuax.—The Crown and the Confederation. Three letters
to the Hon. J. A. McDonald; By a Backyoodsinan.—36 p. Lovell,
Montreal, 1864.

Haunrox.~Union of the colonies of British North America; By
P. S. Hamilton, of Nova Scotin.—103 p. Lorell, Montreal, 1564.

McGre.~—Notes on Federal Government, past and present ; By the
Hon. T. D. McGee. Dawson, Montreal, 1864.—pp. 76.

This and the two preceding pamphlets belong to that class of
literary productions which attends upon every important change
in the political constitution of » free people. In the last, Mr McGee
imparts to the public the result of his listorical researches into the
subject of confederation. Irom the Achaian League to the Southern
Confederacy no precedent has escaped his observation.  We have a
review of the Ttalinn Republics of the middle ages, the Swiss Confede-
ration, the Dutch Ropub‘ic, the Germanic Confederation, the American
Federal Union and the Confederation of New-Zealand. The author
draws his conclusions in a moderate and guarded toue.

Brit & Grivavn.—Les poiles lauréats de U Académie frangaise.
Recueil des poemes couronnés depuis 1800 avec une introduction (1671-
1800) et des notices bingraphiques ef littéraires, vol. 2nd., 1830-1864 ;
18mo. Paris; 1864 : 416 p. Bray.

Le Rov.—FEltude historique ¢f critique sur Uenscignement élémen-
taire de lagrammaire latine, par Alphouse Le Roy, professeur a U Uni-
versité de Lidge et @ Uécole normale des hmmanilés ; Svo. Paris ; 1864.
262 p. Daveluy.

This lcnmc& treatise first appeared in the Brussels Revue de U'lns-
truction Publique. It is eminently worthy of the attention of gram-
marians, and we heartily recommend it to teachers who may be ina
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position to derive pleasure or profit from the perusal of one of the best
works of the sort in the French language,

Laxoeviy.—Cours de pédugogie on principes d'éducalion par Jean
Langevin, prétre, principal de U'école normale Laval, Large 12mo,
xv-408 p. Darveau, Quebee. Price Bound, $1.

The author has already published in pumphlct form a series of
Answers to the questions forming part of the Teachers' Exaunnation
Papers on Agriculture and the Art of Tenching. In that hitle work,
which obtained the approval of the Council ofli’ublic Instruction, the
candidate’s previvus acquaintance with these branches was necessa-
rily pre-supposed; its purpose, therefore, was merely to assist the
memory, not to impart {mowletfge of a techuical nature to the learner.
‘The present treatise, the most unportant work of the kind which has
issued from the Canadinn press, is designed to accomplish this special
purpose, and to suprly a want long fc%t in the particular departinent
of our public school systemn to which it is devoted. The matter is
arrange undersix distinet heads, viz : The ‘Ceacher, the Normal Schoul,
Education, Teaching, School Management, and the Teacher's Con-
duct ; and an nppengi.\' is added in which will be found a concisc his-
tory of the rise and progress of Education in Lower Canada.

A Frw ReMarks on the Meeting held at Moutreal for the Formation
of an Association for the promotion and protecion of the Educational
interest of Protestants in Lower Canada; 36 p. Senecal, Montrealy 1564,

OuservaTioNs sur lassemblée lenue @ Montréal pour former wne
Association dans le but de protéyer les intéréts des protestants duns
Vinstruction publique; 36 p. Senécal, Montreal ; 1864,

‘These pamphlets which are reprinted from the Journal of Education
and Le Journal de UInstructi n Publique, may he had at all the
Booksellers.  Price 12 cts.

MONTHLY SUMMARY.

EDUCATIONAL INTELLIGEXNCE.

— The Minister of Public Instruction, says the Bulletin, having invited
UAcadenue des Inscription et Belles-Lettres 10 express an opinion as to the
expediency of adopting the modern pronunciation in teaching the Greck
language, that learned body has appointed a committee t0 examine the
question. This committed is composed of the following members . Messrs.
Brunet, de¢ Presle, Delitque and Alexander Rossignol M de Sauley, Presi-
dent of the Board, M. Fgger, Vice-President, and M Gignault, Secretary,
svill also tahe part in the deliberations,

LITERARY INTELLIGENCE.

— At the last meeting of the Literary Club on Monday cvening, a paper
was read by the Rev. Canon Leach, one of the Fellows of the Club, on
the ¢ Moral Influence of the Greek Dramn.” The Rev and learned gen-
tleman’s paper was characterized by that classic purity of taste, that high
culture, and scholarly appreciation of his subject, which have given him a
foremost place among the literary men of Canada. Notwithstanding the
jniclemency of the weather, there was an unusually numerous attendance
of menbers, who listened with rapt attention to the paper. Asillustra-
tions of his appreciation of the works of the great dramatists, Dr Leach
introduced several transutions—some of them iu verse, and marked by a
high order of pottic ability. A vote of thanks, proposed by the Chairman,
William Workman, Esq., was passed, amid hearty applause, at the close
This paper with others read, will, we suppose, be publisbed among the
transactions of the Club,

The Club itself is progressing most satisfactorily. Its members continue
steadily to increase. Tots Library, have recently been added the journals
of the Parliamaent of Lower Canada from its beginning to its end—a very
precious work of reference to the historical student—and thanks to Mr
McGee's generosity the Library walls are adorned with statuettes of the
four great Itclian poets. Altogether there is hope for Montreal that a good
library of reference will be found here and a place of social resort establshed
where our scholars and ltterateurs may mect and establish an exchange of
ideas, and spur cach other to a decper and more productive culture of our
hitherto too barren literary soil.—.Montreal Gazette.

KECROLOGICAL INTELLIGENCE.

— Chief Justice Taney died in Washington on Wesnesday night last, at
the advanced age of 86 He was born in Maryland, where his ancestors,
an old Buglish Roman Catholic family, had scttled :n the beginning of the
17th century  Admitted to the bar in 1799, he soon afterwards took an
active part in_pnblic life. Delegate to the General Assembly in 1800,
State scnator in 1816, in 1831 he was appointed by President Jackson,
Attorney General of the United States. Nomineted by the President

N .

1o the Secrotaryship of the Treasury, ho was opposed by the Senate, which
wags politically against him. In 1835 the same Scnato opposed bis ap-
pointment as an associnte judge of the Supreme Court.  On the death of
Chief Justice Marshall, however, & senate of a different pohtical complex-
fon confirmed his nowination to the Chicf-Justiceship. This was in Jan-
uary 1837, since which time uatil his death the nominee of Geueral Jackson
retained the clevated position to which he was then appointed, His careor
though ao active ono throughout, has been principally noted for his deci-
sion in the # Dred Scott” case. In that case he held that for more than a
centucy previous to the adoption of the declaration of independence, ne-
groces, whether slaves or free, had been regarded # as beings of an inferior
order, and altogether unfit to associate with the white race either in social
or political relations; and so inferior that they had no rights which the
white man was bound to respect ; " that consequently such persons wero
not included among the ¢ people " in the general words of that instrument,
and could not in any respect be considered as citizens ; that the inhibition
of slavery in the territories of the United States lying north of the line of
36e 30, known as the Missouri Compromise, was unconstitutional ; and
that Dred Scott, a negro slave, who was removed by his master from Mis-
souri to Illinois, lost whatever frecdom he might have thus acquired by
being subsequently removed into the territory of Wisconsin, and by his re-
turn to the State of Missouri. Judge Taney had, for many years, been in
u feeblo state of health, though at no time unable to discharge his duties.
He was, if we remember aright, the third Chief Justice of the United Statcs,
Judge Marshall being his immediate predecessor. Mr 8. P. Chase, late
Secretary to the Treasury of the United States, is Mr. Tanoy’s successor.~
Journal of Education, U. C.

~—1It is with regret that we are called uponto record the death of tho
Hon. Joseph E. Turcotte which occurred suddenly at Three Rivers on tho
20th ultimo.

Mr. Turcotte was born at Gentilly and educated at the College of Nico-
let. Ho had prepared himself for the Church, but soon abandonded theo-
logy for law. In his youth, he wrote and published several poetical essays
which may be found in Mr. Huston's Repertoire National, except however
Le College de St. Anne—one of the most admircd productions of his pen.
Mr. Turcotte took an active part, we understand, in the editing Le Jrberal ;
and, of all the orators of the small revolutionary phalanx of Quebec in .
1837, he was the most vehement. After the union of the Canadas, ke
successfully contested the county of St Maurice with Col. Gugy. Subse-
quently, Lord Metealf made him Solicitor General although hoe did not at
that time hold a seat in the House ; but this office he resigned almost im-
mediately, having lost his election. o did not re-enter Parliament until
1851, but had, ever since, taken a very active part in the politics of the
country He was Speaker of the House of Assembly during the last Parlia-
ment and Mayor of Three Rivers at the time of the Prince of Wales® visit.
To his activity and enterprising spirit tho town of Three Rivers owes much
of its present prosperity, the Radnor Forges, Arthabaska railway and pro-
posed raitway to the Piles being among the many undertakings he had ori-
ginated or promoted. In Parliament, Mr. Turcotte bad, at different times, re-
presented the counties of St. Maurice, Maskinongd and Champlain and
the town of Three Rivers. Besides the services rendered in the trusts
previously alluded to, he had served the public in many capacities, having
been Trenslator of Laws, Secretary to the first Seignorial Commission,
Judge of Sessions at Three Rivers, and member of the second Seignorial
Commissior. He died at the age of 56 years and lcaves a widow and eight
children.

—The Hon. Edward Everett dicd of apoplexy at bis residence in Boston
on the 15th January last. His age was about 71 years. A profound and
universal fecling of snduess at the annvuncement of his_demise pervaded
all classes of our citizens. The nation loses in Edward Everett not merely
a talented citizen, but one distinguished for patriotism, private virtues and
liberal views on all that effects the welfare of man. Mr Everett has been
successively a preacher of the Gospel, professor of a College, a member of
Congress, a Governor of Massachusetts, Minister of England, President of
Harvard University, Secretary of State and Senator from Masachusetts ;
each and nll of these several positions he filled with credit to himself and
constituents It is expected that high national honors will be paid to his
memory.—Scientific American. .

— Among the remarkable men who died during the year just ended,
two, on whom we had intended to bestow a passing notice, ha(_l escape our
pen  We refer to the celebrated Irish agitator and orator, Smith O'Brien,
and to the learned Professor Silliman. The latter, whodied at theadvanced
age of 85 years, was the founder of the American Journal of Science, popu~
larly known as Silliman'sJournal and considered thebest scientific periodi-
cal on the contivent. It was first publisbed in 1818. The account which
Prof Silliman gave of his voyage fre u Hartford to Quebec in 1819, is one
of the most interesting narratives of the kind which we have met with, and
contrasts singularly with the arrogant tone often assumed by men of less
note when describing their experiences in o colony.
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