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EXECUTIVE INACTION.

rr———

In a former number of this paper we took occasion to allude to
e serious incovenience to which our commerce is suljected, by
e apparently apathetic manner with which our Provincial Ad-
hinistration view those great and important questions, with which
hey must ere long grapple.  Even before we had what is ealled
he Rasponsible system of Government in full force amongst us,
ould such laws as those which were passed w the Imperia}
liament last session—aflecting so vitally our interests, and
scessitating so immediately a coresponding change in our fiscal
ode—have remained dormant in the archives of Guovernment
ouse for six or seven months, without at least tne ceremony be-
g gone through of summoning the Provincial Legislature to take
om into consideration? We are satisfied they would not: but
they had, we have no hesitution in asserting, that a genesal cry
indignation would have burst furth frum one end of the province
b the other, against the Governors who should thus have tnfled
ith the agricultural and commercial interests of the country.
¢ Provincial Assemblios would have responded to the cry, and
ve added this to the annual list of grievances with which they
ete in the habit of regaling the Colonial Secretary.

Yet now, under this system—which the Governor General, we
how not if in irony, desiguatesone of ¢ self government,” given
to enable the people 1o exercise a salutary influence on the ac-
on of Government ¥—is manifested a ¢is inerfie, a sluggishness,
n the part of the Ministry, which would not have been tolerated
any forme; time in our culonial mstory, even under the most
espotic of our Guvernors. And, what is still mure astonishing,
pta single voice has been raised, except our own, agaiust this
oss neglect of the best interests 9f the country. .

It is 2 remarkable fact, that since the Union of the Provinces
ere has apparently been a marked disinclination on_the part of
» Government to meet Parliament, and this disiclination has
d'each year to its assembly at the Jatest possiblo period which
forms of the Constitution would admit. ~ This we cousider an
mixed evil. Intho mother country, where the practico of a free
stem of government is 50 well understoud, it 13 always Known,
ithin 2 few days, at what period Parhument will assemble—
variably a few weeks, at latest, after the Christmas holidays—
d such a system was undoubtedly the intention of the clause in
r Constitutional Act, revived in the clause of the Union Act,
hich provides for the annual sittings of the Provincial Legisla-
he practice adopted in the United States of mectng an-
ally on a specified day, is perhaps preferable to the mode
opted in Great Britain, and intended by our Constitution. .
There are many obvious reasons for this regularity of the ordi-
y sessions of the Legislature : both the members and the public
culate on such an event, and make their arrangemonts accoed-
gly.  Various reasons may also be addaced fur the mecting of
liament during the winter months: the convenicnce of the

o

members, by fixing it at that time, is best consulted ; and that
beinga season when there is almost atotal suspension of the buss-
ness of the conntry, evidently points it out as the fitting time for
making those alterations which may, from time to time, become
necessary in our commercial laws and regulations.

All those reasons which point to the policy of thisannual meet-
ing of the Legislature at a stated convenient season, apply with
tenfold force to the present year. Never was there an occasion
in the history of Canada, \viich, on account of the trade of the
country, called so imperatively for an early winter session; and
we own we cannot conceive any valid reason for its not hav-
ing taken place. In our former article on this subject, we took
occasion to remark that the change of Governor does not, and can-
not, plead the slightest excuse, and we know of no other that can

.be even pretended.

If we are to be governed by the principles of the British Consti-
tution, let us have them in their integrity. The maxim, that the

. King never dies, ought 10 be applicable here as in Britain : the

business of the country ought not to stand sull for a single hour,
on account of any change which may be made in the hiead of the
Government ; and we can only say, if the people submit, tamely
and without remenstrance, to what is virtually a suspension for a
time of the Coustitution, they are unworthy of the blessing of
living under a free form of government.

That the commercial prosperity of this country is jeopardized,
and that the mercantile community are suffesing, and will suffer,
ereat incovenience and loss, from the uncertainty as to the inten-
tions of Ministers, and which evils are greatly agaravated by the
unjustifiable delay in calling Patliamoent tugether, 13 obvious to
every one ; aud we caniot therefore but wondes at the equani-
mity with which the inaction of the Goverumen is borne. ~Such
plzeidity is certainly caleulated to change the opinion which our
new Governor hag expressed, that the administration of affairs
here “ is a task of uncommon magnitude and difficulty.” He must
now, moreover, bo satisfied, that our statesmen are perfecily wil-
ling, provided the essential business of the couatry, i.e. the draw-
ing of their sularies, is conducted with due regularity, the minor
matters, such as the passing good and wholesome ¢ laws for the
peace, welfare, and good government, of the province,’® may be
deferred to *a more convenient scason.”

THE USUGRY LAWS.

The question of the Usury Laws, is one of those which we have
deemed it expedient to reserve till we had fully discussed those
broader and more comprehensive reforms which it has been our
ohject from the commencement of our journal to keep steadily arkd
clearly before our readers and the pyblic. But in keeping this
question in abeyance, we should be sorry that the public thercby
inferred that it was one upon which we set little value. On the
contrary, we look upon the Usury Laws as fundamentally er-
toneous in principle, and incaleulably injutious to society in thew
effects—in a wonl, we hold that, whilst these laws are persevered
in, whilst any fetter or limitation whatever 1s maintained upon
the discretion of individuals in the way of buying, selling, bor-
rowing, or lending money—the measure of Free Trade which we
are struggling for can never be considered fully attained, nor the
task of our Association supposed to be accomplished.

It is a question to which too much importance cannof, in our
estimation, be attached, and we trust our legislature will not ever-
look it at its next session. Nor can we restrain ourselves from
observing that we hope our cily representauives will, when next
called upon to vote upon this grave question, take 2 more en-
lightened view of it than they last exhibited.

From Mr. DeSlevry we expect but little—he is a mere lawyer,
and not very profoutid, we believe, even i that profession;—but
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as an economist and gencral politician we consider him mu®B

vader the average of the geaerality of our public men.  Hence,
as wo have said, we expect but liltfo from him.

But from Mr. Moffat, we coufuss, we look for better things, and
particularly for sound economical views ; and on this ground we
feel bound to declare, that the vote which he gave in the last
session of parliament upon the question now under review, caused
us much pain, and raised doubts in cur mind where we previously
felt confidenco.

The Usury Laws we regard as oppressive to the poor, needy
horrower, whilst as respeets the rich they are nearly inoperative.
The latter can alwiys borrow money on the best of terms, and it
is conceded on all hands that he requires no Usnry Laws to pro-
tect him,—that so far as he is concerned such lawsare buta
mockery. It is as respects the needy borrower, therefore, that we
must endeavor chiefly to show their pernicious effects, for if we
can establish that such effects flow from them, we presume it will
be allowed on all hands, that in that case they may not only be
safely but advantageously dispensed with. Let us then enquire
how they oparate asregards this clas« of persons, let them be mer-
chants—mechanies—}indowners—tradesmen—no matter what—
provided they be borrowers. In ordimnary times all these persons,
we will suppose, have ne great difficulty in borrowing all the
money the{ require at the legal rate of interest; but a pressure
arises—cash becomes scarce—and, under such circumstances,
the banker or capitalist very naturally will lend his money
upon nothing but the most undoubled securities. How ars these
persons, then, situated at such a cnsis? They preseat them-
selves before their bankers with the usual descnption of se-
curitics, which, in ordinary times, are considered quite suffi-
cient, to obtain a loan at six per cent. per annum, there
being in the banker’s estimation little or no risk. But now the
case 13 altered ; the baunker sees a risk in lending upon such se-
curities—and what is the consequence? He cannot say to the
borrower—* I will lend you money upon these securities pro-
vided you allow me one or two Jper cent. per annum exi{ra in-
terest to cover theextra risk which I must incur of their non-pay-
ment at maturity,’>—he cannot say that because, according to
law, he would thereby jeopardize the whole debt.  But he ex-
ercises the alternative whuch is left to him, that of telling the
borrower that he wmust decline lending money upon such
securities, upon any terms whatever.

What then becomes of the borrower? He must either forfeit
lus credut, or resort to an inferior class of money-lenders for a loan
—and the latter alternative, of course, is that which is generally
adopted  How then does he fare in this case ?-—He finds the
money-lender disposed to accommodate him. Money is worth
wo will suppose six per cent. on the very best securities, and two
per cent. more to cover the 7isk of the inferior securities, now in

uestion ; but there is another risk stiil which this Jcacri‘lnion of

money-lender for bis own safety is under the necessity of cover-

ing, that is, the risk of being defecled in a usurious transaction,—
and thus risk involving as 1t does the loss of the whole capital
lent, isone which it obviously requires a large premium to cover.
But yet the needy borrower must submit to ity whatever it may be,
or forfeit his credit, and be reduced to poverty, because the law
which professes to be his friend,—although it evidently is his
worst enemy,—denies him the liberty of barzaining with an hon-
orable capitalist who would have but one risk to cover !

Tthe question, however, may be viewed in another light to shew
how unreasonable it'is to prevent a man by law from paying
morethan a fixed rate of interest for money, and yet leave him
free in all other respects to injure or ruin himself as he sees fit.

A borrower for instance owns a thousand barrels of flour, worh,
wo will suppuse, £1000; and a promissory note besides, having
three mouths to run, for £1000 more. He is obviously the pos-
sessor equally of Loth, and should excrcise the same pover over
both, vet the law says he may dispuse of the oue, the flour, ashe
pleases—sell 1t for a shulling a barrel, if he likes, thougf: it be
worth twenty—but over the other, the promissory note, he has
no discretion save at a discount of six per cent, or less, per an.

Does this limitation of & man®s right over his own property not
appear munstrous 2 Can there be sense of reason in allowing a
man 10 do as he pleases with a thousand barrels of flour and yet
presenbe to un exactly what he shall do with the promussury
note which he may receive for that flour 7 A may sell to
C, 1000 barrels of flour at any price that may be mutually
agreed upon, but if he prefer selling it to B and taking a promis-
sory note for it, then the law steps in and says you shall not seil
that note to C except at a discount of six per eent. per annum, or
less. How any man of common sense can support such a prin-
ciple of Jaw surpasses our humble comprehension.

But it is said by some that they would like to see the Usury
Laws suspended, provided their provisions and penalties were
continued as respects Banks.  Now we can see no object to be
mined by limiting Banks to six per cent. per annum, any more
than individuals.  Cumpetition amoung Bauks 15 just as heen as
among individuals, and wherever thus prnciple has free play, as
we trust it always will have m this coluny as well as in every
other part ofthe Iritish domiuions, there necd be no fear of Banks

any more than indwvidual capitalists buing able to maiatain ther
rate of interest pertsanontly above the market rate, that s, whaet
the average rate of profits will afford.

But supposing l‘le Uxury Laws to be maintained as regards
Banks, and abolished iu all other respects—would the commnu-
nity be thereby benefitted ? Certainly not, for the reasons already
fully stated, s well as fur the following additiona) reasons : they
would merely have to lend their money through a broker al the
market rate, or they would carry out ona large what they now
graclice on i smallerscale—that 1s, they would discount paper for

ills on London or drafts on New York only—charging for them
an eatra prewnium of vne or two per cent. above the market cash
rate—from which it must be plain that nothing isto bo gnined by
mainfaining the Usury Laws as respects Banks any more than
fi_ndivi;lunls, provided the principle of comreniTioN is allowed
ree play.

We intended at the outset to have carried this article to a
greater length, but we find we must close for the present with a
promise to recur to the subject in a future number.

NIAGARA DISTRICT.

We observe some remarks in the Sr. CATHERINES JOURNAL of
the 6th inst., drawn forth by the comments which we felt it our
duty to make, in onr paper of the 23rd ultimo, on the Report read
and the Resolutions adopted at the late Agricultural Convention
at Port Robinson. It was with regret that we made those stric-
tures ; but when the attention of the intelligent farmers of the
country is withdrawn from practicable reforms to schemos, which
if not exactly visionary, are only capable of realization at a dis-
tant period of time, we cannot remain silent. The editor rays
our objects are not at variance with those of the petition: perhaps
not, so far as intentions go; that is to say, we are perfectly wil-
ling to admit thatthe future prosperity of the country is the de-
sire of both ; but the mode by which it can best be secured is the
pomnt of departute.  Whilst the framers of the Report and Peti-
tion of the Niagara Distnict speak of treaties witn Foreign Powers,
and nogotiations with the British Government, the former of
which we still hold to be unavailing, and the latter unnccessary,
and both of which will cause delays, and probably be attended
withinsuperable difficulties, we propose sinple measures capable
of immediate realization.

The Niagara District Petition proposes remission of taxes on
Briish products and manufactures here, in consideration of a
sumlar advantage to be conceded to our products and manufac-
tures there. This certainly bears a plausible appearance, and
is caleulated to carry along with it persons who know nothing of
the fact that there are_at present no dutics worth mentioning on
our products in the British markets, and that more than one-half,
we believe, of our revenue from the Customs is derived from the
duty on British goods. The St. Catherines Journal demurs to our
statement, as to the almost entire freedom of our Province from
taxation in the British markets, because there isa duty there of
£4 10s. per ton on hops: an important article certainly for
which to sacrifice half of our Customs Revenue! We wonder
that he did not add Tobacco, un which the duty in Britam
operates as a prolubition, and which may hereafter become,
pethaps, a considerable article of commerce—which Hups
are not hikely to be, since the quantity grown is not equal to the
quantity required for consumption_here.  Without auy action of
ours, the peutioners may rest satisfied, however, that all protec-
uve duties will, ere long, be taken off in Brtam ; and we only
wish that there was an equal certainty that they would use theswr
influence, that such should be the case here.

We are fully aware that our Legislature, by an unanimous vote
last session, suspended their rules to petition the Imperial Par-
liament to take the duty off all our products ; and if the writer of
the St. Catherines Journal should happen to recollect the pr.ceed-
ings at the Free Trade Meeting at Montreal, which took place
about the same time, he will recollect that the absurdity of that
solemn farce of the Houses of Parliament was there held up to
deserved ridicule, . .

As to the negotiations with the United States, there can be no
objection made in this country to their remitting their duties on
our preducts, but for us to wait until they make the move, we
fear will defer, until the Greck Kalends, the remission of the
Agricultural Duties, which we now urge, not to benefit them, but
ourselves.

We must again apologize to_our friend of the Hamilton Com-
mercial Adverliser for leaving him unanswered until neat week.
We bave prepared an article, but a press of other matter prevents
its insertion in this number.

w————
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Sinco the editor of the Cohourg Star has been compelled t
admit, that our statement of the course adupted with relation to
foreizn wheat ground in boud,~-which he in the first instance
with chiaractenstie elegance, set down *“as falsn from beginuing
to end,?—1s true in every particular; and since he has not onco
attempted to answer any of our arguments, we shall leave him,
without further notice, to rail at us 1n good set terms, until he has
“digested the venom of his sploen ?’; only recommending him
for the future, when writing on a subject of which he is pro-
foundly ignorant, to seek out some competent person to instruct
him. ‘

CORRESPONDENCE.

—

We have much pleasute in giving insestion to the annexed com-
munication, from the pen of a gentleman long a distinguished
member of the mercantile body of this city, and for some time
President of the Board of Trade, We shall also feel obliged if any
of our friends in the Province can furnish us with the information
required.

TO THE EDITOR GF TRE ECONOMIST.
Hamilton, Ath February, 1847,

Sir,—Having observed in a list published a few months since,
of Imponts into Bntain, the stem of Fresh Beef from Russia, and
also noting in @ newspaper paragraph, that the quanuty of that
article just arrived was considerable, the quality very good, and
that it was putin metallic cases, containing each from 9 to 14 1bs.
of meat; I would ask from you the favorof procuriny me, in order
that I may commuuwcate the same to those interested 1n the pro-
vision trade in this part of the Province, the exact method 1n
which such meat is prepared and put up.

I would also ask the favor of your procuring such information
for me from Great Britain, in the ‘event of your not being able to
obtain the same in Canada.

I am aware that provisions of all descriptions have, for a long
period back, been packed in metallic cases by persons having a
patent in London and elsewhere, the contents being preserved by
the vessel contamming the same having been exhausted of air, prior
to soldering down, by meaus of heat (commumecated by a water
bath) converting the fluid in the case into steam, and thus ex-

ling the atmosphere. 1am also awarte that beef steaks have
E‘éen preserved in beef suet melted so as to fill up the cask in
which they were sent, and thus exclude the air; of pork sent last

rear from the United States to Liverpool, preserved n its own
fard, in a fresh state. 1am aware of sausages so packed bewng
sent to the West Indies; and also being kept for many months,
preserved in fat, in Lower Canada,—not to mention the preserva-
tion of smoked salmen, in butter, by the Dutch,--and of sardines,
in cily by the French, WhatIaim atis to know exactly what
the process is by means of which the Russians can prepare pro-
visions to keep in a fresh state, economically,—for thie paragraph
referred to states that it was readily sokl ata very modgrate rate
and perfectly, for it was stated to be “excellent.”

The importance of some such process must be evident, when it
is considered how rapidly provisions deteriorate when preserved
by means of salt, how unhealthy the constant use of salt food is
when continued for any length of time, how very agreeable the
cheap supply of fresh animal food would be to those having to
pass the ocean, or of a maritime profession, how reluctantly the

ople of Great Britamn consume =alt 1 food except in a very

imited quantity s and the vast market that would he apened to
the farmers in Canadi, both East and West, were we able to send
tothe mother country our beef, mution, lamb, pork and veal, our
turkeys, fov Is, ducks and geese, in a fresh state ; nay, we might
also send tiem our game and fish ; and for sea use, even fraits
and vegetables.

I have every reason to believe that the Russian beef is pre-
served in the way that i1s commonly adopied elsewhere—the ex-
clusion of the air by means of heat,—suill before any extensive
operations could be undertaken here, some further knowledge
would be very destrable.

It occurs to me that packages to hold 28 Ibs. could be construct~
ed of galvamsed plates, to cost less than the ordinary casks do in
proportion to their contents, and then the saving in salt and labor
would amply cover the extra expense of boiling the contents of
the canister.—~Such camsters might be square, the collapsing of
tides being of no moment; after being used they might be separat-
ed and employed for other purposes. 1 should also imagme the
meat to be free trom bone, as taking less room, and raw, excepting
the slight cooking it would receive in being prepared.

1 obsecve by a recent British paper, that extracts of malt and
hops, suitable for waking beer, are for sale in London, and it is
sta.ed in the advertisement announcing the same, that no utensils
are requisite to prepare such beer, but that any family can use the
extcact and have excellent beer at any tme. It seems to me

that such preparations could be very readily undertaken in Ca-
nada, for sale in Britain, aflunding a ready mode of conveiting our
bailey, generally too bulky to pay to shilp, as well as Liable to heat,
into a preparation occupying but small bulk compared with s
valne  Of course, the malt extract would answer for makimng
vinegar also.
I an, Sir,
Your obedieut Servant,
J. T. BroxDcErsT.

GREAT TELEGRAPHIC LINE FROM_MONTREAL TO
HALIFAX.

(From the Montreal Gazelle.)

The following documents have been submitted to us for pub-
lication by the Secretary of the Montreal Board of Trade. They
speak for themselves and show that the Board of Trade has been
alive to the interests of this Colony, its growing importance,
and the necessity we labour under ot not permitting our enter-
prising neighbours on the other side of the lines to ael too far
a-head of us. We are also perfectly satified with the answer of
the Right Honourable Secretary for the Colonies. It could not
have been expected that any definite answer would have been
given relative to an undertaking of such vast importance, and in-
volving so great an outlay without the fullest anud most correct in-
formation. ~This the Board of Trade will be prepared to give,
and we trust that Her Majesty’s Imperial Government will see
fit to cobperate with the Colonial Legislatures and the private
enterprise of our people, because in muny points of view this line
of Telegraph will be as conducive to the furtherance of Imperial
as of Colonial interests. The Board of Trade are eminently enti»
tled to the thanks of the community for the early and careful
attention which they have paid to this subject :—

(Corv.)
Crvir, SECRETARY’S OFFICE,
Montreal, February 2, 1847.

Sir,—1 have the honour, by command of the Governor General, to
acquaint you, for the information of the Board of Trade of Montreal,
that His Excellency has received a Despatch from the Secretary of State
acknowledging the receipt of the copy of your letter, which the Egrl of
Catheart transmitted to His Lordship on the 20:th of November last, on
the subsect of the importance of establishing an Electric 1'elegraph from
Hahfax through the British Provinces on this Continent.

Earl Grey observes that Her Majesty’s Governinent are not insensible
to the advantage of establishing the Telegraphic communication progo-
sed by the Montrcal Board of Trade, but before it can be determined
that any proposal for making a grant in aid of the expense should be
submitted to Parliament, it i3 neccessary that His Lordship should be
furniched with a (ult Report, both upon the estimated cost of estabishing
the ‘Telegraph, and also as to the proportion of that cost which the seves
ral Provincial Legislatures would be prepared to contribuze ; ard as to
the difficulties which may be anticipated in the execuuon of the plan,
and the probability of effectually surmounting them.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,

(Signed) H, COTTON.
Frepx. A. Witrsox,

Secretary Montreal Board of Trade.

(Copv.)
Orrice o TnE Boarp or TrabnE,
Montreal, 4th November, 1846.

Sr,—The rapid extension on this Continent of the Electro-Magnetic
Telegraph, and its general application to purpuses of mercanule opera-
tions, having rendered it a mnauer of much importance to the Bnush
North American Provinces that they should possess, equally with the
United States, any advantages to be derived {rom the introducuon of
this invention, I am directed by the Council of the Board of Trade 10
pray that you will submit, for the considerntion of His Excellency the
Governor, whether the establishment of a Line of Magnetic Telegraph
from Halifax, N. 8., via Quebec and Montreal to Toronto, would not
be of important uscfulness to the British Government, as well as condu-
cive to the mercanule interests of the Pravinces 1in question ; and on
these grounds deserving encouragement from both the Impenal and Pro-
vineial Governiments,

Under the esisting Post-office arrangements, the eathest European
intelligence is brought 1o Halifax, N. S, and by the suggested line of
Telegraph this advantage might be further confirmed to Bntish interests,
rendering the United States dejendant on the said line for the intelli-
gence, and thereby obtaining their contribution towards the expenses of
the establichment—instead of which, the Telegraphic arrangements
formed and forimng will have the effect of making British interests tri-
batary to the United States, recerving the intelligence at second hand,
and nearly doubled 1n cost by the terms exacted by the patentee there.

The enquiries made by the Board of Trade lead them to believe that
no insuperable difficulty exists to the rection of a Line of Teclegraph
along the main post road; through the British Provinces, but if Her Ma-
jesty's Government should decide on making either 8 Railroad ora
Military road between Quebce and Halifax, the Telegraph for that por-
tion of the distance could of course be erected along the line thereof.

The cost of a line of Telegraph in the United States is stated to be
about £25 per mile for single, and about £37 10s, for a double line of
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wire. 1t is believed the work could be done in the British Provinces for
less money, but the outlay imght probably exceed that which the Pro-
vinces might be disposed to underiake, on their own resources, for the
attninment of an olyect which mny be regarded as searcely less essential
to the furtherance of Metropolitan than of Colonial interesta. On this
ground, and that Provincial capitalists may hold themnselves free to sup-
port what appears to be the best Provincinl line of Telegraphic commus
nication with the sea.coast, the Board of Trade nre desirous that no
time should be lost in submuting the project for the consideration of
both the Home and the several Provincial Governments, with the view
of elictting, previous to the ensumg Session of the Canadian Legslature,
the degree of support which each may be dispesed to afford to it
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your inost obdt, humble servt.
FREDERICK A. WILLSON,

To the Hon. D. Dary, M.P.P.

Seccretary.
Provincial Secretary.

PROGRESS OF FREE TRADE IN FRANCE AND ON THE
CONTINENT.

(From the Paris Correspondent of the London Economist.)

Pants, Dec. 2.—The Parisian Free T'rade Association is every day
obtaining new members, and among them we must mention ta-day M.
de Broglic and M. Mole. ‘The society has just published a newspaper,
entiled Le Libre Echange, which is to be edited b5y M. Bastiat, with
articles composed hy M. Blenquage, M. Michel Chevaher, M. Leon
Faucher, M. Lows Raybaud, M. Horace Say, and M. Wolowsk. Dmly
lectures are made at the seat of the Society, Rue de Choisenl, where the
newspaper is also published. In their last course they have examned
the questions of jewellery and bronze manufacture.

In Havre the Associntion for the commercial reform had a sccond
meeting on Saturday last, M. Delaunay bemng in the chair. M. Coninck
has proposed an antendment in the statutes, but it hasbeen lost by a
large majonty. After the grand banquet wlnch was given at Cadiz to
Mr. Richard Cobden, a Free ‘I'rade Association has been organized in
that great city, and its first meeting has taken place on the 20th ultimo.
All the most respectable merchams at Cadiz have entered the Society.

The Chamber of Commerce of T'oulouse has entrusted to a Cowumits
tee the care of examining the queston of Free Trade, and of reporuing
upon their investigations before taking « resolution about 1t.

The Minister of Commerce has published an ordonnance, by which
he lowers the import duties on several articles, as the bark of Quinquino,
from beyond Cape Hom, and on the mirate of potassium; but we ua-
derstand that a sccond ordounance will soon appear which will extend
this reform to a large number of articles.

BELGIUM.
(From the Delgian Correspondent of the London Economist.)

Free Trade principles are gaining ground considerably. The dear-
ness of provisions is the great promulgatory agent.  One would say that
the scarcity under which we are suffering is one of the means which
Providence uses to incite the people to their advance. Everywhere may
be perceived the signs of the pre-occupation of the minds on the subject
of the high price of food, and of the reflection upon the errors of a legis-
lution which has for its object to render it sull higher. The present
crisig has thrown fearful light upon this question. Everywhere, in the
doniestic circle, in the clubs, in the press, in the deliberative assemblies,
the future work of the legislature is prepared. We mentioned, some
days ngo, the petition of the Municipal Conncil of Verviers in favor of
a repeal of the Corn Laws. Since then, the Hotel de Ville, at Bruscels,
has resounded with strong complaints upon the subject of the duty on
cattle, and it has been announced in the Chamber of Representatives,
by M. Anspach, the member for Brabant, that an opposition will be
raised against every mezsure, whether fiscal or protectionist, which may
tend to maintuin or place any duties upon any sort of provisions. The
general feeling against such duties is becoming so stron;, that even the
Slessager de Gand, the organ of the manufacturing protectionists, asks
for an unlimited freedom of trade for the necessaries of life, and attacks
most strongly the agriculiural monopolists.

MERCANTILE LAW CASE.

TRINCIPAL AND FACTOR—CONSIGNMENT—ADVANCES—SALE,

In the Court of Counson Pleas of England, June 11, and July G, 1846.
Smart v. Sand. - .

Where A. consigned goods to B., a factor, for  sale and return,” and
directed B not 1o sell them below a certain price, B. being in advance
on account of said goods, gave notice that if the advances made by lum
were not repaid, he would scll the goods to repay himself, and he did
gell them accordingly below the price limited by A.  Icld, in an action
brought by A. to vecover the amount at which ihe good- had been limut-
ed. 1hat the factor had no right under the urcumstances to disobey the
plaintifl’s orders, and that he was liable for the balance.

This was an action of assumpsit, biought 1o recover of the defendant, a
com factor, the value of a cargo of wheat, cons:gned by the plamuff to
the defendant for sale.  The declaration set out the consignment, and
the order of the plaintiff not 10 sell below n acrain price, and averred
the violation of the order on the part of the defendant.” The defendant
pleaded that he was the factor of the plnnutl'; that he was under ad-
vances 10 3 large amount with the plasnuff, on account of said cargo of
wheat ; that wiile so, he gave notice 1o the plaintff that these advances
must be repaid, and if chis was not done, defendant would repay lumself

”
fér said ndvances out of the proceeds of said cargo, averring that the
cargo was vold a* the highest market price, and produced less than the .
amount advanced. For a further plen, the defendant pleaded that he ”
had a lien, as factor, on the cargo consigned to him, in respect to the ad« 1
vances he had made to plaintiff, {

There were other pleas, not necessary to be inserted here, to show the |,
prounds of the opinion of the court.  T'o these pleas there was v general |
demurrer, assigning inter alia for cause, that if the defendants meont 10 ,!
insist that the advances gave them a subsequent authonty to disobey the
plainufPs orders, suck authonty should have been pleaded as the result; |,
of an express agreemeut, and not have been left as an inference of law
and also, that the plen was an argumentative traverse of the promise! i
and amounted to the general issue. i

In eupport of the demurrer, 1t was ingisted, that as the factor’s power |
of salc was not conpled with an interest, he had no nght whatever to
disobey the plaintifl's orders. The defendants may have a hen for their
advances, yet this would not give them authority to sell M

On the other side, it was contended that, in certain cases, when the i!
factor hos made advances, afier he has given notice to the principal, and |
those advances are not repaid, there 1s an implied authority 1 law tosell
without the assent of the owner. ‘[0 sustain the position, Story on I
Agency, 331, was cited and relied upon. The opinien of the Supreme
Court of the United States; in Brown v. M‘Gran, (14 Peters, 480) deli- 4
vered by Mr. Justice Storp, was also cited. It was contende:l also, that '}
where advances had been made, the factor's power becomesenlarged, and |
the consignment becomes a security for the money advanced. f

Coltnan, J., delivered the judgment of the court. M

Let us first inquire, <what arc the relative positions of a principal and |
factor forsale? Froin the mere relation of principal and factor, the lat- |
ter derives authority to sell at such time, and for such prices, as he may |
in the exercise of his discretion, think best for l}ls employer ; butifhe re.
ceives the goods subject to any special instructions, he is bonnd to obey
them, aud the authonty, whether general or special, is binding. This |
was not denied ; but cn behalf of the defendants, it was com.ended, that i
where o factor has advunced money on goods consigned to him for sale, i
the authority to scll is irrevocable, because it would be coupled with an
interest. ‘That may be true ; but it was incambent on the defendantsto
maintain also, that on the failure of the princxpal‘to pay such advances l
within a reasenable time after demand, the authority of the factor was |
enlarged ; and that he had an absolute night tosell at any nme for the |,
best price that can be «.binined, without regard to the interests of the i'
principal, and withont regard to the nature of the guxhomy originally
given 10 him. Nocase was cited in which this point appears to have ]
been deeided in any Euglish court. In Warner v. M:Kay, (I .‘\Igc. & A
W., 599,) it wasncidentally mentioned , and, as far as any opinion of
the judges can be collected, from what passed, it would seetn that Parke,
B., thought that & factor might sell to repay himself advances, and that "
Lord Alunger was of a difierent opinion ; and certainly there i3 nothing f
there decided, thet can be treated as an authority for our gaidance in i
this case. But we were referred to a passage in Story's Law of Agency. In !
the chapter on the Right of Lien of Agents, he says, (s.371,) “Incer- |
tain cases, where he has made advances as a factor, it would seem to be i
clear, that he may sell to repay those advances without lhg assent of the
owner (inzito domine), if the latter, after due notice of his intentionto
gell for the advances, does not repay him the amonm.” For this, iscited |,
a decision of the Supreine Court of Massachusetts, which refers to the
case of Pothanier v. Dawson (Hcl’s N. P., 383).  The latter was notan i
instance of goods placed in the hands of a factor for sale, but of aparty |
in whose hands goods were deposited to secure the repayment, at the
time agrerd upon, of the money lent; in which case Gibbs, C. .[., said, |
“ Undoubtedly, as a gencral proposition, a right of licn gives no right to |
sell the goods; but when goods are deposited by way of security to ine
demnify a party agamnst a loan of money, it is more than a pledge. _'1 he |,
lender's nghis are more extensive thun such as acerue under an ordinary
lienin the way of trade.”  And he proceeds to say, that * from the na-
ture cf the transaction, it might be inferred that the contract was, that if d
the borrower failed to repay the money, the borrowcr might sell to repay
himself” We were also referred to Story, on Bailinents, chapter v., ¢ O}x p
Pawns and Pledges,” (§ 30C,) where the rule of law is said to be, that if
a pledge is not redecmed wulin the sipulated time, by a duc_perl'or- i
mnce of the contract, the pawnce may sell it in order to have his debt |
or indemnity. . !t

But the refation of principal and factor, where money is ndvanced on
goods consigned for sale, i not that of pawner and pawnee, 28 they are i
delivered for sale on account, and for the benefit of the principal, and not
by way of security or indemnity against the loan, lhough they operatcas !
such, the factor having a licn upon them, and upon their proceeds, yvhcn !‘
sold, to the amount of the claun ngainst the principal.  The authority of
factors, whether general or gpeciai, may become irrevocable where ad-
vances have been made; but there is nothing in this transaction, from
which such a contract as described by Gibbs, C. J., can be inferred ; and
the defendants were bound 1o prove a contract, if at any time the goods
wete 10 be toferted, or the authority to sell enlarged, so a3 to enable the
factors to sell atany tine for the repayment of the advances, without re-
ference to s beng for the interest of the prncipal to sell at that time
and for that price.  Nor can we give any prineiple 1n Jaw by which, in=
dependenuy of the contract, such authonty is given.  On these grounds,
it appears to us, the third plea s bad 1 substance. .Il 13 unccessay to
consider vhether the authonty thus supposed to be given to the factor, is “
to be consirucd as an eotargement of hus ongimal authonty by some rale |,
of law, or as anising from some implicd condition annexed to the onginal
contract. In either case, 1t would be very doubtful whether they should I
not be treated as wentical,  The contesict laid in the plea, therefore, sets
up a defence which amounts to the general issue.  Yor the reasons we
have above mven, we think the third plea 1s bad, and the other special
pieas are open 1o the same objection, and our judgment must, accord-
ingly, be for the plaint:fi.

Judgment for plamtiffi—London Jurist.

\
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EXPORTS FROM THE PORT OF NEW YORK MONTHLY, WITR THE PR°.E OF
FLOUR AT THB CLOSE OF EACH MONTH.
1845,
Wheat. Cotn. Flour Pilce
, January .. . — 13,370 13316 §4.87
February —_ 7,247 6388 4874
P Marchr.. - 19,703 14656 475
Apnl.... 1,600 20,084 17,192 4.63
Il May = 6,672 24881  4.623
June. - 7,190 27,351 4.68
July 3902 4702 21,495 4.31
August.... 400 6,118 50,272 4.753
| September . 13,202 6,647 60,616 4.62
| October..... 84444 4,293 59,473 6.25
November .. 142,115 75,837 773 7.00
December......ooevveneee.. 58,991 133,429 102,277 , 575
L 304,654 304,292 469,520
! 1846.
i Wheat. Com. Flour. Price,
i JanuATY .ovvveeninienrensen, 46,591 112,607 69,613 85.62%
February , . 9,276 201,220 41,153 5.50
March..... . 25,813 10,581 37,152 550
April. .. 64,339 17444 64,497 537
May . . 51,053 92,756 70,633 4.50
June.. 325 816 95,009 131,027 4.06
1 July . ..100,78() 26,259 102,550 4.18
{ August... «or 99,664 7231 77,86 4.00
| Beptember .. 151,765 117,949 86,895 5.00
} October... 222,380 195,182 163,967 6.00
{ November 303,121 367,350 115,16} 537
December .... 024+:276,788 245,791 232,894 8,62
1477336 1480459 1,193,428
Total increase......1,172,702 1,185,167 723,908

FOREIGN ARRIVALS AT THE PORT OF NEW YORK.
Colonel TrouxE, of the United States Revenue Service, furnishes the

following list of arrivals at the port of New York, from all forelgn coua-
tries, for the year ending Decembor 3lat, 1846 :—

Nation, Total.; Nation, Total.
American......veeetoeenes crune 1,620 Genoese.....ceeeiireneaniennnne 1
British ... e 380 Mexicamn,... 2
| Bremen...... e 67 New Granada.. 5
] Swedish .. . 41 Crentral America, 1
! Hamburgh . 26 . Oldenburgh....... 2
I French ...... . 15 Tuseany ... 1
! Norwegian.. . 20 Mecklenburgh.. 1

Dutch.., 20 Spanish ...... 4

Danish. ... 16 Chillian ... 2
: Portugune.. . 16 Peruvian ..... 1

Pruwian,,. 12 Venezuelian. 1
! Austeian,.. 9 Lubeck........ 1
' Sardinian.. . 10 . Calambian. ]

Belgian. . 4, Haytien ..., 1
Russian, e 3, SicHliatheeeerecearnecrennnncosnss 4
Braziliau......... 5 ——

| COASTWISE ARRIVALS AT NEW YORK, 1846,
; Months, Total. y Mauthe, Tatal

JAUMTY e 875 JUlY ceeirivrieerenireennrenenns 425

': February, . 856, August 253
d Mar_ch . we 475 iSeptemnber 318
‘ Aarid. we 600 Octaber ... 414
" May.. . 423 ,November. . 297
i Juye.. veserrasesstnsnninas 433 | December e nninneninnnanss 292
h Whole BUMDBEL, 88 ABOVA. ceenreveiveerereeeeenessrenaranesessssnneans 4,663
i‘ Which, added to the arrivals from foreign ports....veeerrereees 2,289

Makes a total for the year, of .. eeerveenriersencrneesrenneneenes
Whole number 1ast year,.ueenevierennnn.,

DeCTease e i iiiitcertaeier veecennnennsaesoneans 89l

areeesee sesane

‘ NotE.—In the above, no slaops are included; which, if added to the
j many schouuers feom Virginia and Philadelphia, with wood and cou,
i which are never boarded, owing to the remotencss of the poiats at which
|) they come in, would make the fiumber much greater.

i
' THE BRITISII COPPER TRADE,

The merchants, coppersmiths, &c., of Birmingham, have agreed to
memoriatise the Lords of the Treasury on the evils, impolicy, and hard-
it ships, to which they are subjected, by the excessive duty now levied an
it copper ore. Ths weimorial, o plain and auccinct termy, details the dis-
¢ advantages which its promoters have to encounter, und shows that in con-
| sequence of the duty now levied, the falling off in the revenuc, derivable
| from copper ore, during the last year, was no less than 21 per cent.  The
t memorial concludes by urging the following upon the atteation of the
{I" Lords of the Treasury :—

Iy, That an extensive trade in the manufnctures of this town and
l neighbaurhood is carried an to the states of South Awerlea and the Island
of Cuba, and that your memorialists are much interested in the unre-

stricted import of fureign copper ore, as it Is the most available return for
the value of their exports.

$¢2, ‘That there has been of lata years a greot fulling off In the export
to the Continent and Awerica of Dritish manufactured articles of brass
antl copper. in consequence of the same Lelng supplied Ly manufacturers
in Belglun aad Frauce, who have unrestricted trade in foreign copper and
copper ore,

*¢3. That thivIs a very imphrtant branch of the manufacturing teada
of this town and nelghbourhond : the metals, brass and copper, entering
into the compasition of moat of the articles on which the largest portion of
the population are emplayed.

4. That the price of copper in this country, natwithstanding the de-
clive in the value of the manufnctured articles abroad, has maintained a
high range for the last two years; and that your memorialists consider
that this has been supported by the restricted introduction of foreign cop-
per ore, which is peenlintly adapted to the preparatious of fine metal, much
reguired in the Birmingham manufactures.”

A simllar mavement is being made by sume of the merchants of Livers
pool.  The wemorial, feam thie latter place, containe some clauses referring
to the injury sustained by ship-owaers, in consequence of the decline of
the trade.

NAVIGATION OF STEAM-VESSELS.
The *rule” for the guidance of persons in charge of vessels navigated
by steam, was abrogated on the 15t Javuary, 1847, by an Act of the Bri.
tish Parliament,  ‘I'he following section is the new law i

*That every steam-vessel, when meeting or passing any other steam. .

vessel, shall pass as fur as may be safe an the port side of such vessel, aml
every steam-ves<el navigating any river oe narrow channel shall keep as
far as it is practicable to that side of the fairway or mid-channel of such
tiver or channel which les on tho stasboard side of such vessel, due regard
beinyg had to the tide and tu the pusition of each vessel in such tide; and
the master ot nther person hiavinyg the charyga of any such steam.vesyel, and
neglecting to abserve these regulations, or cither of them, shall for each and
every iustance of neglect forfeit aud pay a snm not exceeding £50,
Lights are to be hoisted, in confurmity with regulations to be mads by the
Admiralty, from suneet to suncise, whether under way or at anchor, and
also on the coast, within twenty miles of the coast of Great Britain and
Ircland, except in the river Thames above Yantlet Qreek.”

ROUSSEL"S MINERAL AND PERFUMERY MANUFACTORY,

We recently vhited, in Philadelphia, the perfumery wanufactory of
Eugene Roussel, which is the most papular onte of its kind in the Yoited
States.  Indeed, we believe that no other mauufictures the same variety
of articles, or to the same extent, M. Roussel is a Feenichiman, and came
to this country in 1838, when he commenced the manufacture of per-
fumery in every variety ; and, from a very small beginning, hoe has risen
to be oue of the most extensive manufacturers in the world. The large
experience which M. Roussel enjoyed in Pasiz, ns foreman af the exten-
sive house of Laguirer, Pere et Fils, o grnerally known for more than
half a century throughout all Eurepe, and who were hononred with a
silver medal from the French Gavernmeut at one of the great triennial
exhibitions of the products of national industry in France, eminently
qualifies him to conduct, profitably and honourably, the business in which
he is engaged.  The capital Juvested in Roussel's establishment, excreds
850,000; and the numbier of hands employed, isover 100,  The shaving
cream manufactured at this establishment, is of a superior quality, and
exceeds fen thousand pounds per annum ; which, at the moderate calculas
tion of twenty-tive times for every box, would shave four millions. Rats.
sel manufactures over 50,000 pounds of toilet soap, of all kinds, and 2,500
gallons of Cologne water, besides a large quantity of hair vils, pomatums,
extracts for the handkerchicf, hair dyes, &c.  The amount of his annual
sales af perfumery and soaps, exceeds 860,000,

M. Roussel was the first to introduce mineral water into the United
States int bottles, which he commenced in 1839. The sales of this water
didl ot then average more than ten or fifteen dozen bottles per day, and at
this time he puts up and sells from thirtern to fourteen hundred dozen,
daily, Not less than one hundred establishments for the manufacture,
have grown up since M. Roussel introduced its manufacture into ¢' 4
United States. The value of the corks q, olone, a ts to
§10,000; sugar, S12.000; cost of bottles per anuum, 86,000 number
of bontles nanufactured per annuim, 4,500,000, ‘The total value of mine-
ral waters sold, amounts to 860,000,  The amount of wages paid persons
in the manuficture of the several articles, is about §20,000. M. Roussel
has received several gold and silver medals from the different industrial
institutions of our country, and we have no doubt but that the articles
from his establishment are equal in every respect to those made iu Paris.
—Hunt's Mugazine.

HINTS TO MERCHANTS AED BUSINESS MEN.

Keep your accounts straight,  Many a man has lost a fortune by cares
tessness. ‘The little time and trouble it takes, day by day, to keep delt
and credit, and file auay bills that have heen pald, is nothing to be com-
pared to the future benefits. No man is prefect, and the most honest may
forget that you have adjusted your accoants and present bis bill again,  If
you ferl sure you have cancelled the debir, you may not convince your
creditor of the fact.  But if you have preserved his LI receipted, there
can be no mistake or further trouble abeut it

NEGLECT OF THE COLONIES,

Need we say, that in our widely spread and extensively diversified
Colonjcs lie the bulk of our capabilities~—n them are corncentrated the
sinews of our resousces?  Have we not said this over and over again?
And yet nothing scerns hkely to arise out of it—until our colonies are
specially and separately legisiated for, and not subject to the influence of
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political intrigue and party jobhing. It is not} one colony in particular
that is badly managed, or that has been grosaly neglected,—~but arr. It
is not the West Indies, more than the British American Colonies, that
have been next to ruined by detrituental ennctments; itis not the Cape
Colony, more than New Zealand, that has been left a prey to inexpert-
euced and incapacitated Governors ; it is not Ceylon, or Batbadoes, or
Trinidad, only, that have cause to petition the Imperial Government to
cant a considerate eye just for once on their welfare ; it is not Van Die-
man's Land alone that has co fall a sacrifice to the blighting practices of
the State ;--but one and all have reason to complain that they have not
merely been negleeted, despised, and shamefully treated, ~but that they
have been wronged, in the violation of their just rights and privileges as
integral portionsof the British Empire. The Colonies have been com-
pletely thrown in the background ; they have merely been looked upon
by Ministers as sinccures or places of patronage for old and incapacitated
officers,~--men of all others generally most unfit for such duties.

Have our Fislieries been prosecuted to the extent their immense im-
portance and our almost exclusive posseasion of them, would lead one to
expect] Have the ficlds for commerce that our Possessions in every
quarter of the globe have created and opened for us, been enlarged and
fostered 1 have the advantagea our Colonies held out for our superabun-
dent population been seized upon for their bencfit (except in one case, we
know, of course) T In fine, have the Colonies, as important outlets for
our daily increasing population, a8 extending our commerce and naviga-
tion, as crealing new manufactures, been considered, protected, and
rendered of avml to any proportion like the benefit they might, under ju-
dicious and proper management, have been7 We fear not 1o assert
again, that they BAVE NOT.«--Simmonds' Colonial Magazine.

JLOWELL.

During a visit to that remarkable city, last summer, we obtained a copy
of the  Statistics of Lowell manufacturca for 1846.” From it we learn
the following particulars. The amount of capital invested in all the fac-
tories, including buildings, machinery, houses for the operatives, &c., is
as follows :—

Capital.
Lawrence, . ....cse......81,500,000
Tremont Mills Man.Co. 600,000

Capital.
Merrimaek, Man. Co., £2,000.000
Hamilton,. «veerveenees 1,200,000

Appleton,. 600,000 ] Boott Cotton Mlls,...... 1,200,000

well,e ..., 600,000 } Massachusets,. « ., +...... 3,200,000
Middlesex, ... . 750,000 { Lowell Machine Shop,. 300,000
Suffolk,e s seerreecrareness 600,000

Tota] capital,e o vierooceasonnesisascesscnnsennenss$10,550,000

Sre—————————
CANADA STEAM COMPANY.

Considerable nttention is at present directed to the proposed Canada
Steam Company, recently formed in Toronto, and many inquiries are
made, and various suggestions afforded, asto the most suitable means of
carrying into vigorous effect and profitable execution, an undertaking
equally desirable and extensive. Itis, I believe, proposed by the company
to build propellers solely, as it is conceived that that class of vesselsare
better suited than any other, to the trade of the St. Lawrenace.

Before entering into so large an undertaking as the one proposed, it
would Le advisable to ascertain the wantsof the trade, and what descrip-

tion of vessels would be best suited for carrying on an extensive busiuess,
at the fowest rates. In forwarding, two great objects are not only desir-
able, but almost necessary,---despatch and low freights.  That the former
of these wished for objects would be attained by the employment of pro-
pellers, cannot be questioned ; but some doubts may be reasonably enter-
tained of the ability of such vessels successfully to compete with ordinary
craft. It may be necessary to enter into a few details, more cleatly to ex-
plain the subject. A propeller, carrying at the utmost 2,500 barrels of
flour, would cost £:000 ; whilst a simple barge, taking neerly double that
quantity, could be constructed for one fourth of that sum, and the only ad-
vantage the propeller would derive, would be from a preference of freight,
ata very small advance.

Steam, no matter how spplied, is exceedingly expensive ; still, some
large propelier would be desirable upon our lakes, and could be profitably
employed, in order to ensnre the arrival of produce at a shipping port such
as Kingston, but from thence to Montreal or Quebec they would hardly
be required, asone principal steamer could easily tow & number of barges
with safety and despatch, whilst there is linle doubt that between
Qucbhec and Montreal, the barges would be towed at a lower rate by
the numerous stcamers, now on the river, than propellers could afford to
gteam the distance.—Correspondent of the Quebee Gazetle.

Procress of Toroxro.—Mr. Boulton took the oath of office as Mayor
of Toronto, on Monday last, and from his inaugural address delivered to
the Council, we glean the following facts :—Witlin the last twenty
years, the pupulation of the city has increased from seventeen hundred, to
twenty-two thousand T The present debtof the city amounts to £70,000,
and the revenue for the present year is estimated at £12,400, leaving a
balance, afier paying all expenses, of £1,700 to be expended 11 public im-
provements. ‘The rate of taxation is Is. 13d. on the pound, and the
annual expense of the gas with which the city is lighted, is £1,050. The
exports during the last year exceeded the imports by .(5140,000, and the
dutiea on the latter for the eame period, amounted to the cnormous sum
of £33,000.—The shipping hst is considerably increased—2,750 vessels
having entered the port dunng the year. There are sixtecen Common
Schools in the city, having 1,400 pupils, and supported at & cost of £773
12a., including school rents. It is gratifying to note the rapid prosperity
of Toronto, and the flourishing state of its finances,

We understand that at a late meeting of the Municipal Council
of the District of Johnstown, it was agreed to draw up a petition
to the Iimperial Parliament in favour of the Free Navigation of
the St. Lawrence; and that it is also contemplated to call a
public meeting of the frecholders of the county, to obtain their
opinions on the same important question.

LOCAL, PROVINCIAL, AND GENERAL INTELLIGENCE.

A public mecting to consider the best means of relieving our distressed
brethren in Ireland, was held in this city on Monday last, when resolu.
tions were adopted having for their object the opening of a subscription
list, and such other means as may best further the end in view. At the
eame time it was resolved that the action of the committee should be
simultancous with that of & similar body appointed to obinin relieffor the
destitute in the Highlands of Scotland, whose state late accounts received
from home represent to be most deplorable ; it being understood as the
basis of the arrangement that three-fourths of the money so collected
should be appropriated for the Irish as the mnost numerous body, and one.
fourth for the Scotch. This arrangement, we regret to say, has been
distutbed by a resolution passed at a subsequent meeting, called by the
Scotch inhabitants, at Daley's Hotel, where a resolniion was passed de-
claring that one-third of the monies collected should be appropriated to
the reliefof the Highlands. It is to be feared that this procecding will
create an unpleasant fceling, and put an end to the union which itisso
desirable should exist.—At Qucbec, steps are being taken to call similar
meetings, and we have no doubt that such will be the case generally
throughout the Province.—In the meantime, His Excellency Lord Elgin
hassubscribed £50 towards the Montrea] fund, and Earl Catheart £25.
——The postponed Levée came off finally at Government House on
Wednesday, and was numerously attended. In the evening a ball was
given by theCountess of Cathceart to nearly six hundred persons at Daley’s
Hotel.——Grent preparations are making in Montreal for the approach.
ing Municipal Elections, and apprehensions are entertained of a revival
of that fierce party spirit which has already done so much mischicl. It
is to be hoped the Government will call on the authorities to do their
duty.——Steps for the forniation of a Gas Company are now being taken
in Quebec, Strange as it will appear, that city has hitherto been with.
out this almost indispensable cenvenience. Latterly, however, a new
spirit has fallen upon our neighbors, who are determined no longer to
stand still.  One proofof this is the projected Gas Company,—another
the efforts making to get telegraphic communication with Halifax.—
The first of & serics of letters on the project of connecting Halifax and
Quebec by railway, addressed to His Excellency Sir John Harvey, has
Just made its appearancu in the Novascotian. It is an earnest and even
enthusiastic appeal in favor of this great national undertaking, from the
pem, ag is surmised, of Mr, Young, whose name is so prominently cons
nected with the scheme.——The recent mining mania has led to
numcrous announcements in the newspapers respecting wonderful
mineral treasures, sitnated in different parts of the province. This week
a city newspaper announces the discovery of a field of iron ore near
Vaudreuil, which, as a matter of course, appears to the editor—who says
he knows nothing at all about such matters,—wonderfully rich.——4
new company under the title of * the Marine Railway Company,” is
about to be formed in Toronto.———The Familton Gazette announced
that letters were reccived by the Directors of the Great Western Rail-
way, by the Jast mail, of a very satisfactory nature ; and that every pre.
paraton 13 making for the commencement of the line.—~~The weather for
the last week has been exceedingly mild, and there are indications—
awongst others the arrival of the crow—of an early eoring.

—

THE MARKETS.

MONTREAL. Friday Evensng, 12tk Fib.

The transactions in our market during the past week have been
so few and unimportant, that they are scarcely worthy of notice,

Canada Fine Flour is held at 32s. 6d., without any apparent
anxiety to buy or sell.

Pork is higher.  We hear of a sale of 200 barrels, deliverable at
Bytown, at $20 per barrel. This shows a considerable advance,
and warrants us in quoting it at $19

A good deal of Grain and Flour from the country parishes in this
neighbourhood is offering in aur market. Grain of all kinds fullJv
realizes our last quotations. Lower Canada Wheat is worth 5s.6d,
g Gts. 2$Peladsc’ 4s. 6d. to 4s.10d. Bartley, 3s. 1d. to 3s. 3d. 0a¥;,

. to 2s. 1d.
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DUTIES.
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A part of the ad oalorem duty is levied under the [mperial Act 4th and §th Vietoria, cap 49, upan tho value at port of eatry, which ¢ ascestained by adding 10 per cezs. to
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Forerzn anticles, excepting sugar and teas. shipped from Uuited Kingdom, baving been warehoused thete, or on which any dtaw bask has been ieceived, pay orly three-foth
such part of sa1d duty as is levied unders the Impcriol Act.
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MONTREAL TELEGRAPIL COMPANY.

Notice to Contractors.
ENDERS FOR CONTRACTS will be re-
ceived by this Company fur POS'T'S, 20 feet
loug, by 5 inches in dinmoter at the smallest and ;=0 be
delivered along the Line of Road from Kingston to Queber,
10 such quantitics and at such intesvals as specttiod unders
necath, ‘Fhe Posts to be of V'amarnc, steipped of the bark,
the branchies bolag closely tnmmed ofY, thoends sawn squate
and the wood pettectly ronnd.
Between Ringston and Preseott,ces e eves eee e 3360
Between P'tezcott el Cotnuwall,.. . U0
Betweon Cornwall and Monteeal,
Between Montreal and Besthicrye.e
Between Berthiuer and Theee Rivers,. .
Betweon Thitee Rivors and Quebee, ...t .... 1800
To bo delivered on or before the 5th of April next, alang
tho Queen’s Highway in parcels of ''en Pasts cach. at dis
tances of halt'a nule. In localities where ‘I'amarac eanaut
easily bo procured, Cednr may bo teadered 1n fieu of it.

A preferenco will bo given to such tenders as propnse
supplying the greator o and satisfs
sccuritics will bo srequired fur the duos faltinent of any
Contract to be made.

‘I'onders to be addrosed tn the Seerctary of the Mantreal
Telegraph Company. Nuno will be recerved luter than the

.10th proximo.

By order.
FREDK. A. WILLSON,
Montreal. Jan. 23, 1847. i

lun Seer
NOTICE.

OFFICE OF THE 3T. LAWRENCR AND ;

ATLANTIC RAIL-ROAD CO.

fBontreal, 81h Januarp, 1847
HE Propnetors of Shares in the Capital
A Stock of the St. Lawrence and Atlantic Real
Réad Company are hereby notificd and required, to pay
to the Treasurer, at the Company’s Oftice, No. 18 Lattlo &
James Steeot, 10 3his eaty, the SECOND INSTALMENT
of FotR PPounds S1xtxrs Suittivas Curteney perShare,

on or bofozo the 4th day of February now next ensuing,

By order,
THOVAS STEERS,

Secretary & Treasurer
ST. LAWRENCE AND ATLANTIC
RATL-LOAD,

NOTICE.
HE STOCKRULDERS ofthe St. Lawn _ence
and Atantic Rail-Road Compauny, having,
attreir Special Geaeral Mecting, hold on the2ud instant,
unammously resolved upon tlo immediate commencement
of tho Ravi-Reod, whereby tho Subscriptions fur Siares of
Stock cond twmal upon that rosulve (receined suleeyuent
to the 30ta ultime, have berumo absolurs, the New Stork
holders are cequestod to PAY the FIRST INST ALMENT
of £4 16s. Curtoncy pec Siure, to the Treasurer, at the
Cotnpany's tilice, 18, Littie ~t Jawmes Street
i!y utder of tho Board, .
THOMAS STEERS,
Sccretary.

Real-Road Compnny,
Montreal, 25th Auzust, 1846.

St, Latorence & Atlantic Rail-3Roav,

JOUICH
TO TIMBER CONTRACTORS.

ENDERS will be received at the Ofiice of

the S LAWRENCE AND ATLANTIC
RAILROAD COMPANY, tall the9rm dayof SANLVARY
next, for the following description of TIMBER, for the
superstructute of the i{oad from the St Lnwrenco River tu
8 pnint it the ‘Powgship of Acton.—a distance ot lbont
45 mules, to Le delivered Lefua the 18T Ararer, 1437,
on the hine of the Road at such points as the Eugincer
shall desigaate, namely-—

LoxciTupisat SiLrs, Sawed, 8 by 12 inckes squaro, 10
lenaths of 18, 27, and 38 feot, to conuist of hest quality
merchautable Pine or Tamarac Timber, Also, (lak or
Tamninc Plank for Cross "Ties 2} inches thick. 6 uehics
wide, and 8 feet fong. Tho wholo to bo guod sound mer-
chantablo Timber, and Plank, free from black knots,shakes,
and wanes, and in no case to be Sapling Timber.

The I'Mate to ba deliveted at Poiats nut exceeding
onc~-fourth of & mile apast, on the following Diviston of
the Road, viz.: .

T'1nsT Division, oxtending from e St. Lawzence River

to the Ricbelieu, at Belwil, R i

Sgroso Divisioy, exteoding from the Richelicu Rivee

to the Viliage of St. Hyacintiio

Tuirn Invision, from St Hyacintho to the Point above

mentioned in the Township of Acton, A

Peraans Proposing will state~lst. The amount and kind
of Trmber they will furnish ; 2ad, tinan which of the abuve
Ivisions they will dehiver it; 3rd, Tho price per ranung
foot of Sills of euch kind of ‘Timber, 4th, Fbe price of
each Crnss Tie of Qak or Tamarae.

Penans offenng to contract for Timbar or Ties who ar
unknown to the Engiecr of to the Direc.ars, will be ro-
quired to pany theu § 13 with es to
charncter nand abihity, and n all cnsos where any 1:rop¢m\|
s.all Lo nccepted and a Cuntract entered into, the #*untrace
tor w-l) be required to plve the ancnes of respansible ner-
30ms 19 saretics fur the faithful performance of the Loutract

secording to the tarms agreed on. ,

For l‘uxumr |2|‘u:'malmr:lnnply at the Company's Office,
No. 18, Litde St. James Strect,

THOMAS STEERS,

SECRETARY.

Ofice of the St.Lowzenco and Allmuci

Couraxv'a Or7ice,
4th December, 1846,

FORWARDINC NOTICE.
1847
(O, the QPENING of the NAVIGATION,

next Sprng, the Undersigned wiil charge
the followiag 11.V1 L8 OF FREIGIFY botween Moutreal

and Kiwgaton ;—
UPWARDS.

Pig Tron, Brick, Conl, Salted Fish, Vitch,

Tar, aud Rusiygoaeayy aoes oo 1. O per cwt,
Bar Tron, cooeaveaies . s 18,3 M
Heavy Nantware, Groceries, Crockery,

Rtod, Hoop, and Sheet Iton. and Boiler

Plate .. . Lecceiercacsresscneasssse 18 G
Dey Goods, Glnse, and Ponder, soveeose 25, 0d,
Sall, i bags ur Lnsrchv—per bag ot lintrel, 19, Gd,

DOWNWARDS.

Flous, per barrel.oe ooow .o
Pork and Heef, per barrels ..
‘Tobacco, perhhideees coveees
Butter and Lard, perkeg.. ... ... .
Wheat and other Grain, per 60 1bs.... .. 01 Gd.
Niker Property {n proportion.

Insuranco, oxtza.
MACPHERSON, CRANE & Co
HOOKER, HOLTON & Co
H, JONE3 & Co:
December 11th, 1846,

OTICE 15 HEREBY GIVEN that nppli-
cation will be made by the COMPANY
of PROPRILTORS of the CHAMPLAIN and ST,
LAWRENCE RAILROAD, ot the next Sesion of the
Prnineal Parliament. for an Aet to amend end extend
cartnn provisions of tho Act 2 W, 4th, chapter 58 enti-
tled, Ao Act for making 8 Raddrond from lake Chain
plain ta the River 8t Lawrence ' and patticularly the pro-
vistans of the 471h Section of the said Act, so as to autho
rito the saul) Company to extend and construct a Reanch of
the Champlnin oud the St. Lawrence Rastroad from somo
point on the pretent line of tho samo Mest of the River
comnonly called La Petite Riviere do Montreal, in as ds-
rect a Line as tnv bo found practicable to any roinl upon
the Raver Saint Lawrenco at wiich a Badge shall bo con
steucled under the suthanty of auy Act to be passed by the
Lezislature over the sain River to communlcato with the
City of Mantreal, nud also to empower the sald Compan
to earey their snid Braach Railroad over such Brudgo an
thanee to the City of Montzeal, upon such terms and condi-
tious asshall bo fixed Lv Legislativeonactment
JOUN E, MILLS,
Chairman,
Wal. B.(‘Ll.\'l}S{\Y.

TOR SALEL.
ITEAS: Twankay, Yoy [{yson, Gunpowder
and Souchong, in boxcs,
Molasses, Heavy,
Mattol's Cognne Beandy,
Sicdy Matsa’s Wine,
floilod and Rtaw Tanseed Oile,
Quve €)il, Loglish Glue,
P'lug Tobacco, Pimenty, and Peppes.

ALry,
Patent Spern Candles, from the Mnaufectorer

STEPHENS, YOUNG & CO.
20th August, 1840,

“CANADA»? WINDOW GLASS.
HE Subscriber is now prepared to supply
Orders for all sizes and qualities of Winvow
GLARS, manufactured at tho * Canada Glass Works,"
St. Juhus, C. K., to the exent of 10,000 B )XES.
EDWIN ATWATER,

143, 81 Pavl STREET

May 2nd, 1846,

rPYHE Sabscribers nave constantly on hand .=

FLOUR, conrign,
INDIAN MEAL, BUIYCER,
PORK, CHEERE,
SALMON, LARD.

A few Boxes Patent Thive ITONEY, and a Chaire Ag,

otncut vt LRY GROCERIES, for the supply of Fambiies
D. P. JANES & CO.

Corner of St. Paul & M Gill Streets

COMMISSION AGENCY.
HE undersigned beg to inform Purchasers in
the Qresee MARKET that thay are prepared
to exccute URNERS fui FISH, Oll., or \WWEST INDIA
PRODUCE, at a Moderato Commission.
ALPORT & GILASS.
Quebec, 3rd Sopt. 1846,

BIRMINGHAM AGENCY.

THK SUBSCRIBKR,
GENT for SAML. A. GODDARD & CO.
13 to be found in the Rooms of the Frie
T'rave Agsociarion, No. 3, 5t Sacramont Street,
WILLIAM HEDGE.
Montreal, 30th May, 1846,

Ratt-roap Ormicx, 2 )
Montroal, Nusomber 2, 1846

NOTICE.
" E the Undersigned hereby give notice, that
ap «catiun will be made by as at the neat

meeting ot the Jayisiatuee o obtaia a CILARTER for the
purpree of CONSTRUCTING A BRIDGE  ACROSS
THE 8™, LAVWERELCE, say from the Suuth side of sa,d
River taa puint oo St, Paul's Diland {Iste St Paaly, and
frows saud Iabnad 10 the Notth bank with night of vay actoy
the sald Island, and from the North baad of tiue River o a
cusyenient termrus on the Cooal,

i, 8Trprness,

Huon Atpan,

Jagox C, Piercee,

D. Davinsox,

Wittsan Dow,

Jous 1 eeMing,

Wa, Luxy,

J. B, Smnam, H. Jroan.

J. Fenminixonas, A, LaRocque,

Jxn. Yauso, B. HarT,

Jonx FE, Muris, Joxzrn BorrreT.

L. 1. HorTon, A. M, Drrasez,

. L. Micnovaatt, W. ErMoTivoRR,

Bexs. Lydan, W. C Merzpiry,

R. Corsx, Joux J, Day,

Davip Tonrgaxee, Gxo. Evbxg, Junr.

Moanteeat, September 14,1840,

NOTICE. .
HE Partnership heretofore existing between
HARRISON STEPHENS,JOIIN YOUNG
and ROMEO H. STEPHENS, under the Fitm of STE-
PHENS, YUUNG & CO,, was this day DISSOLVED by
Mantug! consent.
All Bebts due to and Ly the said Firm, will be settied by
Joux Youxo sud Bexaamin Howuns.

HARRISON STEPHENS,

JOIIN YOUNG,

ROMEO H, STEPHENS.
Montreal, 315t August, 1846,

NOTICE.
HE BUSINESS hitherto carried on by
Mesers, Harrisox Sternens, Joux Youxe,
aud Roxeo H.Sterurxs, will be CONTINUED by the
Subs.~bers, under the Firm of STEPHENS, YOUNG

& CO.
JOHN YOUNG,
BENJAMIN HOLMES.
Mantreal, 312t August, 1846

NOW OPENING, AND FOR SALE
Bp the Sudscriders:
NE Thousand Picces Anraca Lustres,
2500 Pieces 3-4 and 6-4 Plaiwn and Twuled
CASHMERES,
1500 Piczes Black and Colared ORLEANS,
500 Pieces GALA PLAIDS,
1000 Picces \WWINTER BONNLT RIBEOIr.

Augut 28. ALISON & CO.

Axprew Suaw,
Jamrs Girvorr,
Wa [oMoNsTONE,
Moses Havs,
Joseent Massov,
RosrRT Markay
0O, BerrauxerT,

GLOBE INSURANCE €O. OF LONDON

LIFE, FIRE, AND ANNUITIES.

CAPIT.\L, ONE MILLION STERLING,
the whole prid up and invested, thereby af-
furing L the Proprietors secunty agamst fusther cails, and
to the Awse wcu an inmediate asaunble fund for the pay-
went of Lue mest extensivo Jusses, and therefore no perion
wnsured by Tius Coxpaxy is hisbie to be cailed apon to
contntnite towards thoe losses ot othicrs, as with Sucicties
establisficdd on tho prineiple of Mrruat INavraxce.

No E Money or Admission Fees roquired frog
persons ctlesting Lifo Insurances.

Otticers 1a the Army or Nnv{ are not chargzed with any
additioun) Premm, unless called into active service,

Policices for the whole term of Life will Le purchased on
Terms w be agreed on  sth tho parties interested, should
th?‘ be desirous of surrendenng l{nem to the Company.

‘The undessigned aro authonzed to Insure Fire nns Life
Risks on vesy advautageous terms, and to setile Losses
without reterring them to England,

Gongultiag Phpstctan,~UR. Crawroro, Montrecl,

RYAN, CHAPMAN & CO,

Agents for Canada,
MoxTRZAM

1st May, 1846.

JONN LEEMING,
AUCTIONEER,
BRUKER, COMMISSION AND GENERAL AGEXN?
St Francofs Xadvter Street, Montreal.

C.J. DUNLOP,
BROKER IN PRODUCE, BB{1,LS UP EXCHANGE, k¢
No. 3, &t, Lacrament Street.

¢ THE CANADIAN ECONOMIST,”

A Wieeklp Lewospaper,
DEYOTED TU THE INTERESTS OF COMMERCE

RICE of Subscnpuion, 10s. per Annum,~
payable in advance.
BATES OF ADVERTISING.

Six Jinesand under, Ss. 6d. first insertion, and 735d. eacd
ubscquent insertion, Q'en lines and under 3s. 94. fing
msortion, and 1s. ench subscquent insertion. Abuvaten
{ines $d, per hinc first insortion, and 1d. per hino each sub-
scquent insertion.  ‘The usual discount 19 made where pare
ties advertiso by the year, or fur a considerable tsme,

Orrice.~No. 3, 8T. SacRAMXNT STRKKT, wherasll .
¢ aro i to Lo urected,
Montrenl, 1Gth Moy. 1846.
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