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"% HTEF among the instrumen-
talities used for obtaining
the means necessury for the
support of Gospel ordinances
at home, or their e¢xtension
abroad, may be ranked congre-
oy gational associations. It is not
,\xQ the first time the advantages
attending them have been re-

ferred to. But these references have
been merely incidental, and introduced in
discussing other topics of a similar kind.
The importance of the subject, however,
demands a separate notice, as it is of great
consequence that congregations, struggling
with pecuniary difficultics, may have the
way pointed out to them by which other
congregations, with no greater numbers,
and with no ampler means, have easily paid
their minister a proper stipend, defrayed
liberally all other immediate claims upon

them, beautified and adorned their church,

manse and grounds, and done work of a
<imilar kind, while at the same time they
were sending abroad, through the instra-
mentality of the committ cs on the Schemes
of the Church, assistance to other objects
beyond those in which they were personally
concerned. s we have often insisted, to
be able to raise large sums, it is not neces-
sary that a congregation should be rich,
nor is it cven nccessary that there should
be two or three rich men forming part of
it. United action is required, and a feel-
ing of individual responsibility, with a wise
cousideration, by cach adherent, of what he
or she can afford to give in the course of
the year towards each particular object. .\
considerable share of responsibility attaches
to the minister for the success or non suc-
cess of what may be cailed extra congrega-
tionnl contributions, but it is not at all de-
sitable that hic should be at the head of the
association, if any other judicious and busi-
ness like man can be found to take thelead.
The less a minister is involved in the money
affairs of his congregation the better. There

i is much less danger of disputes arising about
' stipend and matters of that kind, when the
temporal affuirs of the church are managed
; by the trustecs, than when the minister is
. obliged to take a leading part in the discus-
; sion of ways and means to enable the con-
, gregation to fulfil its oblizations. How
| many disputes have arisen from the finan-
© cial affuirs of a church being thrown upon
the minister’s shoulders—how much un-
happiness has been caused—how many ua-
scewnly strifes and divisions—subversive of
the peace of a people, and bringing dis-
credit on religion itself, have taken place,
cannut be known ; but that they have been
. many, is undoubted. A congregation must
, bein a very singular position when such

an answer to an enguiry regarding its
; aftzirs could be made as this, which we
. copy literally from the stutistical return of
1864 :— Charge vacant since October.
Minister managed temporalities for him-
self.  Temporality Committce ignorant of
state of things.” No church could thrive
under such circumstances: no minister
should be put in such a position, for there
. 1s no congresation, wherever situated, which
, could not furnish one nan to act as trea-
, surer, and a safficient number of others to
perform the duties of trustees.  Direct
interference of such a kind as is here shown,
even although it might not be to such an
. extent, is altogether incompatible with the
: true performance of the pastoral office. Still
!

it is not the less true that the minister does
| and must exercise a very important influ-
ence on the success of the cfforts made by
the managers.  To him they should be able
to come for friendly consultation; the pro-
gress and objects of the Synod Schemes
should by him be clearly laid before his
i people; he should be able to explain, and
» bring before his flock, the work being done
10 missivn fields at home and abroad, thus
. awakening and keeping alive a spirit of
. carnestuess and a desire to extend their
cfforts beyond themselves.  Nor need this
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interfere with his ordinary labours. The
weekly prayer meeting could be devoted in
part to this purpose, a portion of it being
set aside for the objects we have indicated.
Instead of detracting from, it would rather
increase the interest of the congregation
in these meetings.

The associations we desire to see formed
would require more or less of this assist-
ance from the minister. Without it they
would no doubt be successful to a certain
extent; but their full value eould never be
developed, as collectors are sure to be met
with almost innumerable objections arising
from ignorance of the objects for which
contributions are required. Hence the
neeessity for publicity, for statistics, for
information of the fullest kind, although
not necessarily in very minute detail. Many
of those who would be active members of
the association have not the talent for com-
municating the information they may be
possessed of'; others, while having a general
knowledge, cannot master details, and when
met with cavilling from those amongst
whom they go, they become disheartened,
one after another drops off, and thus an
injury is inflicted on the Church at large
much more serious than might at first sight
appear. But with the consciousness of this
danger, we would still urge the formation
of associations throughout the church. It
is impossible to prescribe a method of or-
eanisation which would suit every locality.
Geuneral hints areall that can be given, the
particular method of carrying out the plan
must be left to the members themselves.
As a general rule, the charge should be
divided into districts, with two collectors
for cach, having books ruled with columns
headed with the name of the object for
which the moncy is subscribed. For in-
stance, there could be a column for a gene-
ral fund, the amount marked in which
would be apportioned at the end of the
year at the annual meeting. The other
columns for the Home Mission—the French
Mission—the Widow's IFund, the Bursary
Scheme, these being thestated schemes of the
Church. Inaddition, however. to thesc might
be a column for Foreign Missions, or forany
other object or objects the congregation
might decide upon. The districts being
apportioned, and the books ready, it would
be the duty of the collector to o round
monthly or quarterly to reccive the sums
subscribed.  Amnother plan has sometimes
been adopted of having scparate collectors
for cach scheme. Where the minister's

¥
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by secat rents, one set is appointed for this,
and so on for the others. Of course in all
this there is a little more inconvenience
and more time occupied than by taking up
a collection on Sunday, just as there is
more labour incurred by a man working for
his living than by the man who has all his
wants supplied by the spontancous growth
of nature. Which has most life, most
vigour, most activity, bodily and mentally,
it 1s unnecessary to say. A congregation
that will not work requires to be awakened
to a sense of its duty. Work is not only
an evidence of life, but is also a means of
(uickeaing the sluggish into a state of living
from a condition of mere existence.

That these associations have been sue-
cessful needs no argument to prove. Facts
show that they have been so. The con-
gregations which have done the most, and
whose subscriptions stand highest in the
returns to the schemes, are those also which
give most liberally, and pay most regularly
for the support of the Gospel among them.
selves. We would not appeal to the lowest
principle of human nature as an incentive
to activity in religious life. But were the
matter put, even on the low ground of per-
sonal interest to the ministers of our con-
gregations, it would be scen that those
charges, which were liberal outside of their
own neighbourhood, are the very congrega-
tions which keep up with liberality, decency
and decorum the services of the sanctuary
for their own families, grudging not to
supply the wants of him who ministers to
them in the fuith.

TR "
! e:’q\‘l" Y
7o jg
e
LR fEras
il &

HOSE who are often called to
visit the sick and the
afflicted must have fre-
quently felt how full the
Seriptures of the Old and of the
New Testament are of divine
counsels and cousolations for

}'15\(2: persons in any trouble. They
DR must also have felt how much

it would help persons sccking
the aid of these counsels and consolations,
were the passages which contained those
words of life gathered out from the rest of
the Bible, and arranged in a plain order,
and printed in a volume casy for languid
eyes to read, and light for weary hands to
hold. Even for those whose knowledge of
Scripture is accurate and wide, such a
volume would be useful and convenient.
But there are many, perhaps, but ocea-

stipend is raised by contributions, and not . sionally visited by a clergyman, and with
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none near them to instruct or guide them,
whose knowledge of the Bible is very scanty,
and who, when left to themselves, little
know where to find those words that are
most suited to their wants,

These sentences begin the preface to a neat
little volume entitled ¢ Christ the consoler,”
containing passages of Scripture of the
character indicated, selected and arranged by
the Rev. Robert Herbert Story, minister of
Rosneath, formerly assistant minister, in S
Andrew's Church, Montreal.  All the
passages which seem to refer to the suffer-
ings of human beings under any of their
common troubles are airanged in the fol-
lowing manner :—first, these in the narrative
form, such as the stories of David and
Goliath and the raising off Lazarus; next,
those which convey general counsels or
consolations ; aud then, words of promise—
the order in which they oceur n the Old
and New Testaments being followed in each
division.

To the extracts from Iloly writ the com-
piler has added a few prayers and hymns,
“ believing that through ignorance of the
many beautiful hymns of the Christian
Church, much rehief in sadness and much
Hght in darkness is often lost: and that the
prayers of the afilicted are, in many  cases.
from lack of fitting sugzestions of form, if
not of topie, too apt to be cither ©* vain re-
petitions,” or what they who offer them fecl
to be but imperfect utterances of the
thoughts and desires of their own hearts.”

There is, therefore, nothing original in
this volume—nothing except the plan ac-
cording to which its contents are sclected
aund arranged. [t is a treasury of ¢ things
old,” but they are very precious things,
lovingly offered and made aceessible to those
who know not where to find them. Jtis
for the most part Tite CoNsoLER's own illus-
trations of his yearning cry—* Comc unto
me all ye that labour aud are heavy ladeun ;”
and of his promise too,—* I will give you
vest.”  Besides thar, itis the intercessions
of most Christ like spirits impersonating in
their compositions the sons and daughters
of affliction. e believe that much good
will be donc by the circulation of the
volume. It is published by Edmonsten
and Douglas, Iidinburgh.

Mr. William R. Croil having returned
from Scotland, all communications respect-
ing the Temporalities’ Fund are requested
to be addressed to him as formerly.
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the proposal to found a
scholarship in Queen’s Col-
loge, a3 2 permaiicut tribuice
to the memory of the late
Principal Leiteh, and will
be pleased to learn that the
cfforts made to carry it into
effect have been successful.
£100 stg., transmitted by Rev. Dr. Wil
liamson, of Colessie, in behalf of friends in
Scotland, joined to contributions received
in Canada, amounting to £200 stg., will
form the foundation of the scholuarship. The
interest of the total sum of £300 stg., that
is to say, S100 or more, will be the annual
value of the scholarship. It will thus be,
by at least $20, the most vzluable scholar-
~hip for which students can compete, and
to successful candidates will formn a very
important assistance and encouragemnent in
the prosceution of their studies.  No more
fitting memorial of the distinguished gen-
tleman, whose name it bears, could have
been devised ; and our confident expecta-
tion is that, while it will serve to hand
down that name with honour to posterity,
it will prove, year by year, 2 most useful
incentive to diligence and perseverance
among the young men attending Queen’s
Colle ze.

We arc informed that an offer has been
made by Dr. Williamson, acting in behalf
of subseribers in Scotland, to forward an
additional amount of £100 ste., so soon as
an eqquivalent shall be raised in this coun-
try, for the purpose of founding another
memorial scholarship, and that the com-
mittec of the trustees of Queen's College,
who have successfully implemented the con-
ditions, according to which the first has
been instituted, are intrusted with the task
of endeavouring to fulfil the terms upon
which this offer may become available.
Should this new proposal be carried into
cffect, it is agreed, we understand, that the
first scholarship shall be connected with the
theological department, and that the second
shall be open for campetition to studentein
arts, irrespeetive of their intention to study
for the ministry. The former will memo-
rialize the more intimate conncction of Dr.
Licitch with the faculty of theology, in
which he was primarius professor of
divinity, and with the church, to whose ad-
vantage his professional labours were chiefly
dirceted; the sccond will be a tribute to
him as principal of the University. We
hope soon to hear of the completion of this

A
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new scheme. The contributions already
received have, we believe, been obtained
from fewer than a dozen congregations, and
it ought not to be a very arduous under-
taking to raise §450 for so desirable an ob-
ject in the communitics which may now be
appealed to.  Whatever arrangements the
committec of trustces may make to secure

THE PRESBYTERIAN,

this end, we willingly de our part, by these
remarks, towards its attainmeat, and it will
gratify us very much to know that the
notice we are taking of the project is a
means of inducing some of our readers to
forward a dollar or two to John Paton,
Esq., Kingston, treasurer of the memcial
fund.

Aetvs of owr Ehure.

Tue PresuyTrIAx Cuoncy, Enciy.—The Pres-
bytery of Moutreal met in Elgin on the 18th
and 19th of September. Present, the Rev. W.
€. Clark, Moderator, the Revd. Messrs. Wat-
lnge, Patterson, Masson, and Ross. After the
usual exercises, conducted by Mr. Masson,
Russeltown, the Rev. Wm. Cochranc was duly
inducted into the newly formed charge there.
Mr. Patterson preached an able sermon full of
encouragement to those who consistently dis-
charge the duties of life in harmony with the
Divine will—then put to Mr. Cochrane the
usunl questions, to all of which he gave satis-
factory answers ; after which Mr. Clark, of
Durham, delivered an appropriate charge to
the newly inducted minister, and Mr. Ross,

Dundee, addressed the congregation relative to

their duties in a very happy mauner. The
whole service was appropriate and impressive,
and was listened to with much interest and at-
tention by the people, who seemed to be very
unanimous, and much delighted in having a
pastor settled over them. At the conclusion
of the service the Rev, Mr. Wallace, who bad
ministered to the Elgin people &s part of his
charge for nearly seventeen vears, led Mr.
Coclirane to the door of the church, and intro-
duced him to the peopie, who welcomed him
in a very cordial manner.

We congratulate Mr. Cochrane, and the
people of Elgin on the union which has been
thus happily formed between them. It reflects
great credit upon the people of Elgin, although
but few in number, that they have thus cheer-
fully assumed the responsibility of supporting
the stated ordinances of religion among them ;
and it is not too much to expect great good to
follow such praiseworthy exertions.

Ixprerion AT DunpeR.—Qn Wednesday, 15th
August, the Presbytery of Montreal et in
the Church at Dundce to induct the Rerv.
Donald Ross, late of Southwold, C.W., to the
pastoral charge of the Congregation of Dundee.
Although it was an unusually busy season for
the farmers, a large assembly met to witness
the proceedings. The Rev. F. P. Sym of Beau-
harpois, moderator pro-fem, preached an able,
cloquent and impressive sermon on the words
¢ and herein is that saying true, ‘ one soweth
and another reapeth.””  Mr. Patterson of Hem-
mingford, addressed the newly inducted minis-
ter upon the solemn nature of his duties, and
Mr, Ross of Chatham, delivered the charge to
the people.

The Congregationof Dundee are very warmly

attached to the church of their fathers, and
through their trying history have tenaciously
adhered to their much-loved Zion. The settle-
ment of Mr. Ross is in the highest degree cor-
dial. He has a wide field of usefulness, and
the people have already given several substan-
tial tokens of their high appreciation of hi3
efforts to advance their spiritual interests.
They bave also, with praiseworthy spirit, com-
menced to provide the ways and means for
building a more spacious and comiortable
church, and there can be little doubt, if we
may judge from their antecedents, that {ucy
will soon accomplish their purpose.

OrpixaTiox AT Paistev.—On Wednesday the
15th of August the Presbytery of Guelph met
at Paisley for the ordination and induction of
the Rev. Matthew W. Maclean, B.A.

The Rev. G. Macdonnell, of Fergus presided
and preached a very excellent and suitable
discourse from 2nd Cor. 5. 20. “Now then we
are ambassadors for Christ” &c. There was a
large and very attentive audience present.

The usual ordination questions were put to
Mr. Maclean, after which he was, by solemn
prayer to Almighty God, and “the laying on
of the hands of the Presbytery,” set apart to
the office of the holy ministry, and inducted to
the pastoral charge of Paisley.

The Rev. Mr. Dawson of Kincardine addressed
the newly ordained minister, and spoke
carnestly concerning the solemn duty of
preaching Christ Crucified to the pcople, and
caring faithfully for the salvation of immortal
souls. The Rev. Mr. Hunter of Leith addressed
the people in an able and impressive manner
concerning the duties they owe to their minister
and the responsibility they will be charged with
in sitting under a faithful gospel ministry.

At the close of these sacred services, the
presbytery held & conference with the managers
regarding the affairs of the congregation, and
gave such counsel as seemed necegsary.

We may well expect very happy results from
this induction. The call was unanimous and
numerously signed.

Mr. Maclean is a talented young man, and we
believe one who will devote himself faithfully
to the work of the ministry. Paisley is an
excellent field. There isa large body of people
warmly attached to the kirk, both in the vil-
lage and surrounding country. We have not
witnessed any scitiement in a new place under
such favourable auspices. Few charges in
the West are equal toit. The congregation is



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

now large and there is good reason tv suppose |
that with the Divine blessing it will soon be
much larger. There is much work to he done,
and we wish Mr. Maclean may be the honoured
instrument to accomplish it.

They have a good large church free of debt.
It is beantifully situated on an eminence over- |
looking the village of Paisley and the beauti-
ful valley of the ¢ Saugeen.” They also cou-
template building a fine manse just beside the
church where they own some 10 or 12 acres of
a glebhe.

It must be gratifying to every friend of the
chureh that such an important field of the
West has at last been so well supplied.

Orpixation.—Mr. John S. Lochead, preacher
of the Gospel, was, by the Presbytery off Glen- ¢
garry at their meeting on the 21st November, |
ordained to the office of the Holy Ministry, and !
inducted 1o ti.e Pastoral charge of the Congre- |
gation of Matilda, the Rev. Hugh Lamont, in l
the absence of the Moderator, the Rev. Dr.
Urqubart, presiding. i

Mr. Lochead acted as Catechist in Matilda |
during the summer of last year, with much ac- !
ceptance, and his sctl ement, as Minister, is |
very harmonious. i

May the Great Head of the Churceh abund- .
antly bless his labours in the township in
which his lot has been cast, (and there is much !
work to be done in it), and may his Ministry
there, or wherever else, in the good Providence
of God, hie may be called, be a useful and a
bappy one!

OBITUARY OF THE REV. THOS. JOHNSOXN
OF NORV AL,

The Rev. Thomas Johnson was born in the
vear 1795, in Ahoghill, county of Antrim, Tre-
land, and died on the 30th of August, 1866, and
was consequently in the seventy-first year of
kis age at the time of his death. !

Mr. Johnson graduated at the University of |
Glasgow and Belfast, and while prosecuting his |
I
i

theological studies, was under the care of the
Presbytery of Antrim, in conncction with the
Presb;terinn Synod of lreland, distinguished |
by the name ¢ Seceder” or “ Associate,” by ¢
which Presbytery also he was licensed to preach
the Gospel in 1822,

1t was while acting as a Probationer he
emigrated to Canada, and we find him in 1827, |
settled in Ernestown, where he laboured for |
_ four years. In 1834, he was inducted to the
pastoral charge of the Congregation in Chinga-
cousy—then connected with the United Synod
of Upper Canada.

Mc. Johnson had been a member of the Presby-
terian Synod of Canada in connection with the ’
Church of Scotland, prior to the ‘¢ Secession,
and of course was one of those who remained
loyal to her standard during the stormy times
of the so called disruption.

His Congregation at this time divided—one
part connecting itself with the Free Church,
and the other adhering to the Church of Scot-
iand.

From a defect in the Deed of the Chureh, ke
wasg driven out by the opposing party to seck
another, and the old Church thus deeded to the

.theologian.
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Chureh of Scotland has been occupied by the
Free Church party ever since.

As Mr. Johnson was pre-eminently 2 man of
peace, and free from guile, he quietly withdrew
to a distant locality, where humbly and assidu-
ously he continued to discharge his duty. His
trials were at this time great, from the vindic-
tive spirit displayed by some of his former
friends. In the year 1862, he had the satisfac-
tion of seeing an clegant and spacious brick
Church raised upon the site of the old lo
Church, where, for o many years, he had faith-
fully preached the (iospel of Christ.

Although Mr. Johnson had resigned from
feebleness and illness some years before bis
death—Ubie still continued to preach occasion-
ally—and itis very remarkable, that he preach-
cd on Subbath, the 261h August, and died on
the morning of the Thursday following.

That he had been held in very general and
high estimation, is evident from the great
number that attonded his funeral.

At the request of the family and friends of
ihe deceased, the Rev. W. E. McKay, of Orange-
ville preached the funeral sermon, on Sabbath,

* the 1oth instant, before the Chingacounsy Con-

gregation,

Another of our old and respected ministers
has thas passed away from amongst us.
The late Rev. Thomas Johnson, was naturally
of a kind and conciliating disposition. The
lustre of his deep and abiding piety was seen to
greatest advantage in private domestic life.
lle was an excellent preacher and a sound
His prayers were impressive, the
result of earnest piety, and they were enriched
with apt texts of scripture. The same remark
holds good in reference to his sermons. He
was a workman that need not to be ashamed.
He sought to commend the Gospel of Christ as
well by example as precept. lHe was con-
stant in his friendships, and pleasing in conver-
sation. The bereaved widow and children

. demand our prayers and sympathies, but they

have doubtless learned to console themselves
with the thought that he hasexchanged a world
of saffering and trial, for one of ceaseless
happiness.

QUEEN'S COLLEGE.

As announced in one of our advertisements,
the 25th session of Queen’s College will be
opened on the 3rd instant. The Rev. Professor
Mowat will deliver an address on the occasion.
Matriculation cxaminations will begip on the
following day.

Boanp or TrusTEES.—An adjourned meeting
of the Board of Trustees was held in the Senate
Chamber on the evening of the 29th August,
the Hon. John Hamilton, M.L C,, in the chair.
After prayer by the Principal and the reading
of minutes by the Secretary, a number of
returns of persons nominated by congrega-
tions as cligible to fill the oflice of trus-
tee during the triennial period beginning with
the first day of the next annual meeting of
Synod was read, and being found to be in ac-
cordanr with the requirements of the charter,
the names were ordered to be curolled.

Sales of lands and investment of moneys were
reported and approved.
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A report from the Finance and Estate Com-
mittee, pointling out the necessity of certain
repairs on the original buildings was read and
adopted, and requisite instractions were given.

Official intimation of a legacy by the late
George Michie, Esq., merchant, Toronto, was |
read.

There was read a letter from the Rev. Dr.
Williamson, of Culessie, Scotland, soliciting
the sanction of the trustees to the foundation
of a Leitch memorial scholarship of the capital
value of £300 stg. in connection with the
Theological Faculty, and of another memorial
scholarship of the capital value of £200 stg. in
the Faculty of Arts,so soon as the collection of |
£300 stg. in Canada shall be completed.  The
proposal was sanctioned, and the Memorial
Committee requested to embrace opportunitics
to complete the collection of the funds.

The special business of the meeting was the
final disposal of an application from the Royal
College of Physicians and Surgeons, of King-
ston, for affiliation with the University. Al
the papers connected with the application hav-
ing been read, the College was affiliated. In

i
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virtue of the affiliation, students of medicine
having already passed a matriculation examina-
tion in connection with the medical faculty,
will rank as matriculants or undergraduates of
the University in medicine, provided they have
been registered, or so soon as they shall be
regi: tered, in the register of Queen’s College ;
and hose who shall hereafter pass a matricu-
Iatio. examination appuinted by the Senate,
shall, upon registration, be entitled to the same
rank. The value of examinations for tie
degree of M.D. will be determined by the
Senate upon reports of duly appointed ex-
aminers. The Trastees recorded their earnest
hope that the Royal College will be eminently
prosperous and successful, and that the aflilia-
tion now formed will be lasting, useful, and
honourable. It was agreed 10 rent the build-
ings hitherto occupied by the medical faculty
to the Royal College. )

DoxaTions o Tur LiBrary.—Government of
Canada, 1 vol.; Rev. Mr. Gray, Kingston, 2
vols. ; Joseph M. Wilson, Esq., publisher of the
Presbyterian Historical Alliance, Philadelphia,
23 vols., some very scarce, all valuable works,

Correspondence.

PRESBYTERILAN UNION.

IR,—It is satisfactory to see
that your correspondent
“ Union” has aguin vigo-

1ously taken up this most im-

portant subject. There never

was & time when it could be
more appropriately brought for- ‘
ward than at present. A great
political movement is about to
unite the various Provinces of British North

America; and in all probability that move-

ment itself is but a prelude to a still more close

and more binding Union in which one Parlia-
ment will guide all the affairs of the Confe-
deration. With the coalescing of our divided

Provinces it is not unnatural to connect the

coalescing of our divided churches. The state

is about to scek strength in Union. Aud why
should not the Church? The various States
which are about to unite together have one
and all conceded small points for a great ge-
neral benefit. Why should not the various
churches of the Provinces gladly yield to each
other in non-essentinls, with a view to the
better carrying out of the holy work with
which they are all alike entrusted ?

“Bat,” say the opponents of Union, ¢ the
points of difference are far from being non-
essential”  And the cry of bigotry is to'be

terianism is unhappily for itself, and for the
Province, divided in Canada. The mythical
connection of the Church in connection with
the Church of Scotland with the State, is an
objection in the eyes of some rigid Canada
Presbyterians. The fuct that the Canada Pres-
byterians sympathised with the great move-
ment of 1813, or with secessions of older date,
is an ohjection in the eyes of the rigid uphol-
ders of ecclesiastical establishments. Although
these objections have, without doubt, greatly

more weight with our clergy than with our

heard from both the camps into which Presby-

laity, it is well known that a majority of the
Ministers of both Churches is in favour of
Union : and that the majority comprehends
almost every man of eminence in cither. And
it is also certain that if the case were fairly
Iaid before the people, nine-tenths of the Inity
of both bodics would declare for it. The un-
happy proceedings of our Synod, which by a
small majority declared against Union at its
last mecting, form no answer to this. The
attendance both of Ministers and Elders was
very limited ; and the excitement necessarily
attendant on the Fenian invasion was unfa-
vourable to the discussion of & great question.
The result caused no onc to doubt the fact that
the opponents of Union are behind its friends
in numbers, as well as in influence. Everyone
believed before that vote that Union was
merely o question of time; and everyone be-
lieves so still. Let us however consider the
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objections of the cnemies of the consolidation
and progress of Presbyterianism.

How can the extreme Voluntary maintain
that the Canadian Church in connection with
the Charch of Scotland is in any way whatever
bound or tied to the State? The Ministers of
our Churches are freely elected by the people
without let or hindrance from any one what-
soever. With the single exception of an allow-
ance from a small endowment, the preservation
of which for the general purposes of the
Church was in the highest degree honvurable
to them, their support is derived solely from
their congregations. Our Church is as entirely
free from State intecference or control as i3 the
Canada Church. Nor can the Canadian Volun-
tary complain that we are connected with men
at home who hold to the Union of Church and
State.  Apart from the absurdity of doing
practical mischief to the Presbyterian cause in
Capada because of the existence of a connec-
tion infinitely more nominal than real, it is un-
questionably true that the leaders of the Free
Church in Scotland hold State Church doc-

rines quite as resolutely asany of the Ministers
of the establishment. Till it can be shown
that the theory that the State should help the
Church prevents a man from faithfully per-
forming his duties as a Minister of the Gospel,
it is ridiculous to quarrel with him for holding
it. Moreover, whatever he may be in theory,
any supporter of Church and State must of
absolute necessity be a practical Voluntary in
Canada. It is by the Voluntary system, and
the Voluntary system alone, that the great
principles which Presbyterians hold in common
can be maintained in this country. This must
now be manifest to almost every one. Why
then quarrel about an abstract theory which
does not, and in the nature of things, cannot,
be practically developed among us?

Gut the position of the bigot of establish-
ments is at least equally as absurd. The ex-
treme Voluntary magnifies his theory ; but the
extreme Establishment man elevates the Esta-
blishment principle into an essential doctrine
of the faith. It is hardly possible to conceive
anything more monstrous. Nothing can be
essential which is not itself an integral portion
of the faith of Christ. Nothing can be essen-
tial the absence of which does not mar the pro-
gress of that faith.  And where was the State

in the days of the carliest and most glorious !

triumphs of Christianity 7 It was the Church's
barbarous cnemy. Its representatives had
given up the Redeemer Himself to the fury cf
the people. Tt made martyrs of the Apostles.
It followed the faithful with the most crue
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persecution. When however did the Church
more grandly fulfil her mission? The history
of our own Churcl shows that State support
may lead to indifference to the people, 10 supine-
ness, and to coldness. But no history shows
tLat State support is essential either to the
progress of Clristianity, or to the maintenanee
of the truth in all its tulness. The four most
glorious periods in the long history of the
Church of Scotland are precisely those in which
she was without state support. In her earliest
days—in the time of the Missivnaries of lona—
she was purely Voluntary. At the memorable
epoch of the Reformation, she for the truth's
sake, threw off the yoke of the State. In 1633
she came into direct cullision with a tyranni-
cal hing who had bhalf succeeded in subverting
her apostolic order. In 1662 she went out into
the wilderness, and suffered persecutions which
brought the curse of God on all who had a
bard in inflicting them. And although, she
eventually, in God's good Providence, returned
to her heritage, no period in her history is
more honourable than the thirty years of pre-
latic usurpation and oppression. The State
indeed, detested the faith ; but Christ was with
His Church, as He has promised to be until
the end of the world.

The truth is, that it is by no means flattering
to cur venerable Mother Church to speak of
State connection as her greatest glory. Her
establishment by law is humanly speaking,
accidental. It was brought about at the period
of the revolution by wise and good statesmen,
and it has been on the whole a happy thing for
Scotland that it was brought about. But even
had the Church been abandoned by the State,
and another body set by civil authority in her
place, even then she would bave been pure di-
vine the Church of Scotland. And although
the present establishment is in one sense, the
only Church of Scotland, in another and a
higher sense, it has not an exclusive right to
that title. The Free Church and the United
Presbyterian Church are quite as much the
lineal descendants of the Church of the Cul-
dees, the Church of the Reformation, and the
Church of 1638 as is the Establishment. It is
only 2s to the principles or results more or less
remote of the Revolution Settlement, that they
differ from that body. Now who can stand up
for the Revolution Scttiement as a matter of
indefeasible Divine right ? Surely men may
differ as to the rights and wrongs of a contract
which tonclies noue of the essential principles
of the Churck. Surely men may be allowed to
think as fome do, that it would have been bet-
ter for the Church to have stood on her own
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intrinsical merits, as well as to think, as others
do, that heralliance with the State was a happy
and fortunate event. State connection is how-
ever, not to be regarded as essential to a
Churcl’s successful prosecution of her work.
And above and beyond all other things, it must
be remembered that the questions which have
divided the Church of Scotland into three great
branches do not arise practically in the small-
est degree in Canada.

But although the questions which divide the
Presbyterians of Scotland do net arise practi-
cally in Canada, how innumerable are the
urgent reasons why in this country we should
be united into one church? We stand alike be-
tween the Prelatical body on the one side, and
the non-Presbyterian dissenters on the other.
We maintain with equal firmness scriptural
views of doctrine, and of order. Those, who
on either side differ from us in opinion, are
actively engaged in the dissemination of dog-
mas, which we are equally decided in consider-
ing t¢ be in some particulars erroncouns. Now
or never must the foundations of Presbyteria-
nism be strongly laid in this great Province.
If we are to be powerful for good in Canada,
we must cease to be Scotch exotics, and form
ourselves into a Canadian Church, thoroughly
national, racy even of the soil. Who has not
observed the blighting cffects of the wretched
wrangling which;divides into two hostile camps
the Presbyterians of a township, or of a vil-
lage ? The result is that two weak ill organized
Congregations take the place of one which
would be really useful. And on a larger scale
disunion causes precisely similar results in the
Province at large. Our quarrels cause us to
be despised by the sects around us ; they serve
as an excuse to perverts who wish to leave us;
aad they make all our cfforts comparatively
fecble and ineffectual. In some circumstances
they lead to consequences at once shameful and
disastrous. Take the case of Lower Canrua,
There the whole Protestant population is a
minority and a small minority. There both
branches of the Church are necessarily mis-
sionary in their character. Even united, they
would only be able in many instances to hold
their ground with difficulty. And yet even
there, the paltry differences which some among
us are doing their very best to perpetuate, are
at work although with happily diminishing
encrgy.

Diffcrent indeed would be the spectacle if
the Presbyterian Church applied to the cause
her united rcesources. We should then be
strong in every section of British JAmerica.
Even in Lower Canada, strenuous and united
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exertion would give us & position which could
not be taken from us.

Disunited though we are, the exertions of some
of our Ministers have recently done much for
the cause in the Eastern Townships. And
when we look to the Maritime Provinces, to
Nova Scotia, New DBrunswick, and Prince
Edward Island, soon about to be joined with
us politically—~it is impossible to think with-
out pride of what could be done throughout
the whole extent of the country, if the Presby-
terian Church were not unhappily divided
against herself, Against Presbyterian Union
no argument of any force whatever has been,
or can be adduced. It has indeed been said
that Union would show ingratitude to the
Church of Scotland. To this the course pur-
sued by the Church of Scotland with regard to
Presbyterian Union in Austral*a affords a sufli-
cient answer. And how can we best show
gratitude to the Church of Scotland? By fol-
lowing the example of the Church of Australia
—by uniting cordially with all who hold to
the doctrine and the order of our Mother
Church—by building up a Church in Canada
which in her strength and vigour will at once
be anhonour to the Church of Scotland, and

a blessing to the Province.
A Layuax.

THE UNION QUESTION.
To the Edilor of the Presbyleriun.

L &&  TIE vote taken upon the motion
fora union betweenour Churehy
and the Canada Presbyterian
body had, I believed, closed
that matter for a time at least. In
your number just received, how-
ever, I find * Union” firing off his
platitudes on the sudject &s briskly
as ever, and claiming a victory, or
if not exactly a victory, at least a
glorious defeat.  * Had circum-
stances been different,” says  Union," compla-
cently, “the result would have been different.”
1 am not aware whether your “Union”is the
same as your contemporary’s ¢ Union,” but the
style of both is so much alike that there is liz-
tle doubt the same person is the writer in both
publications. Our young friend seems intent
on rocking his hobby violently, but I suspect
the progress his views are making i3 about as
imaginary as the advance of the fierce looking
spotted steed, so dearly beloved of schoolboys.
and which has given its name to notions—no!
tmported—which grow up in the brains of
some men for want of ideas.

Your correspondent reiterates his former
statements about the desirableness of Union,
the strength which it wouid give, and the great
good which it would effect by leading to a con-
centration of effort in attempting to evangelize
the land.  There is also a glorification of the
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fact—that is, as seen from his point of view—
thatat thelast Synod not one of the arguments of
the Unionists was met, but that their opponents
conceded every puint taken up by them. I
was not there, I regret to say, but I can quite
conceive of every point brought forward by the
Unionists being conceded, and yet not much
harm done after all. It ail deperds on the
points. An illustration may explain this. If
we take a man, let us suppose * Union” for
instance, and eay—this is & man—not muck
will be made if this is acknowledged. But
if we proceed further and say, this is & learned
man, the granting of this proposition would be
a great point gained.

The Union of the two Presbyterian Churclies
in this Province into one body seems to be re-
garded, by those who take a superficial view of
the matter, as a step which would lcad to un-
mixed good. But the vote on the question is a
pretty fair evidence of the feeling entertained
by a large portion of our congregations. The
first melancholy result would be the rending
asunder of our own Church, and the substitu-
tivn fur it of a body wirliout cohesiun on the une
side, and the wreck of omt Churcl. on the other,
the congregations remaining by which would
retain their church property according to the
model deed, and the minorities in each charge
would in like manner be able to rezain posses-
sion. Now even supposing all the theories
broached on this subject of Union to be correct
in themselves, there is a practical side which
<annot be disregarded. All who know thestate
of opinion amongst our adherents know that
a very strong feeling is held by very many—-
1 believe a majority—but even admitting it is
not, it is of no consequence, against the pro-
posal to fuse our church into the ranks of one
which has left our communion and which only
maintains itself as a separate organization on
the ground that we were false to our obligations
a3 a Church of Christ. This is no mere dead,
historical opinion leng buried in oblivion, but
a living fact. Upon this the Free Church in
Scotland exists. Let any one refer to the
speechies made in the Synods and General As-
semably of the Free Church in the debate on the
subject of union, and he will find that the hatred
of our Church is as intense, and the hostility t»
it as active among the leading men of that
body, as they were on the day when disap.
pointed in their attempt to obtain ecclesinsti-
cal snpremacy over the laws of the land, they
withdrew to found another denomination,
which by the overruling providence of God
was the means of infusing fresh vigour into that
beloved Church which they sought to destroy.
A similar protest to that left then with the
General Assembly was, & year later, entered by
the seceding party from ourSynod here, owing
altogether to the exertior= of agitators, who
succeeded in rending into Lwo parts our Church
in Canada, then happy, united, and advancing.
Our adhecents, our inisters, our clders, our
office bearcrs, were in that document denounced
as faithless to their convictions and false to
their 1oy, and upon this protest was the new
body formed, the only reason ever given for this
course being that our Church refused to de-
nounce the Church of Scotland. Upon that
protest the newly organized Church was
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founded : upon that foundation it still exists;
for at the time of the junction of the two
branches there was no such amalgamation as
made a new compound of the two—there was,
to speak scientifically, a mechanical junction,
but no chemical union.

Now we are asked to cry peccavimus, to
acknowledge ourselves in the wrong, to give
up all that we have held as right, to join our-
selves to those we have always held to be in
error, with whose opiniuns we are not inaccord.
For a supposable benefit we propose to enter
upon a union attended with evils which are
undoubied. It is plain that the adoption of
the proposed union will once more, as [ have
said, rend our Church in twain, the constant
agitation of the question has already affected
most unfavourably the success of the schemes
of the church, a result which may be sneered at
bat cannot be disragarded. Aud inreturn flat-
tering premises are held out of future glories,
when all the churches shall be joined together,
like the visions of enthusiastic Puseyites who
pur fondly over their dreams of a time when
thie Churches of England and Rome shall, united
to the Greek Chiurch, bear sway over the whole
carth.

Your obdt. Servant,
A~ Evpgr.

HYMNS, &c.
To the Editor of the Presbylerian.

IR, — Havirg, like many
3 others, been prevented from

Q attending the last meeting
of Synod by reason of the ex-
cited state of the country at the
time, I had not the opportunity
of hearing the report of the
“ Committce on Hymn Book”
read. This report, however, as
published in Appendix to Synod Minutes, I
have since perused with great pleasure. There
is one thing in connection with this matter of
a hymn book, which I think is to be regretted,
that the Synod of the former year should have
asked the committee to limit their selection to
100 hymns—a much smaller number than that
formerly published by them—for, if other fifty
or more hymus, equally good with the 100, and
equally suited for use in public worship, can
be found, why should we not have them? The
expense of printing a larger collection—say
150 or 200—~an be very little more than that
of printing a smaller collection. And if there
be any danger—which some seem to fear—of
the old metrical psalms being superseded in
public worship by the use of hymns, this is a3
likaly to happen from the use of 100 as of 200.

Many people, it is well known, prefer theexclu-
sive use of the psalms, and think it quite wrong,
ifnot positively sinful, to use anything elsein the
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praise of God. With such we do not now dis-
pute. Rather, we would commend to them— ’
yea, toall our ministers and congregations—the
oceasionsl use—and it would be an agreeable !
variety—of hymning, or chanting the prose ‘
version of the psalms, 2 practice not uncommon |
in some of the best of our churches in Scotland,
and to which not even the greatest stickler for |
the use of the psalms, and against that of .
hymns, can possibly object, inasmuch as that
version is & step nearer to the original inspired
Hebrew than the metrical, which ther so much
prize. ln Yark Church, Glasgow, and clse-
where, there is in use an addition of the prose
psalms; pointed or hyphened off, for singing in
this manner—a style of singing much more
resembling the Jewish mode than that com-
monly practised by us, and therefore more like
to that of our Lord and His Apoestles (who
douhitless conformed in this, as in many other
things, to the then prevailing custom), for ex-
ample, at the celebration of the Paschal Feast,
and after the institution of the Sacrament of
the Supper, when we read ** they sung 2 hyme.”
or rather, © they hymued.”

In regard to the commitlee’s book of hymns,
sanctioned by Syned, 1 would respectfully
suggest o them the importance of publishing
a sclection of appropriate tunes along with the
hymns. In 1564, some very excellent articles
on “ Pealmody Improvement™ appeared in the
columans of the * Church of Scotland Mission-
ary Record.™ Inone of thesearticles, the writer
says: “Weare by no means sure that the Church
fshould altogether silently acjuiesce in the
“ notion, that in the matter of tunes she has no
- concern.  The recent coliections, or rather
& Psalters. of Choppe, of Monk, and of Mcreer,
 for the Church of Engiand, and of Ailon and
* Binney for English Dissenters, afford medels
“ for 2 tanc-book admirably suited for Presby-
4 terinn worship.” Onc of the coilections—
Monk's—is before me, and seems 2 very exerl-
lent one, both =5 o hymns and tunes. 1t ¢, |
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think, much to be desired that the committee's
selection should be printed as this of Moni's
is, and after the fashion of the old Knoxian
Psalter, with the music of the most suitable
tune immediately above the words of each
hymuo.

This might serve to drive beyond the line of
450, many tunes, which have been obtruded
apon us, and which have in them little ¥ of
grave sweet melody,” be an 2id to precentors
or leaders of choirs, of many of whom it may,
without breach of charity, be said, that they
have frequently shewn litile taste or wisdom in
the selection of tunes, and thus do much to
insure * the service of song™ being becomingly
offered in God's housc.

- Yours, Ropees Doniz.

To the Editor of the Preslyterian.

My Dear Sin,—1 enclose a statement of re-
ceipts for St. Andrew’s Church, Clifton, whick
you will please jnsert in the Presbyterian.
Although my statementin the Synod scemed to
elicit much sympathy, that sympathy has not

: vet assumed the money form, except in the case

of two Mission Stations of Glencoe and Widder,
from which the Rev. Mr. Mcllougall obtained
the contributions noted.  Very truly yours.
GeonceBeLL.
Cilifton, Scpt. 17, 1866,

St. Axprgw’s Curren, Crarvox.—The follow-
iny caontributions reccived between the ist.
January and the meeting of Synod, are thank-
fully acknowledged :(—

Reslin and Thurlow......872.00
East Williams............ 1645

Douglas.ccecvvieceeee.. 600
Pertho.oo ... ereevenaaenns 40,00
Fincheeoiiiiaaannn veees 605

09

LA .
Coderich i iiiaeeneses 22

$17145

Since the modting of Synod (—
GlenCot e vncccnannvens - §10 00
Widder.oeeaeveeaannes .. 300

Li3.00
Groner Bruw, Minister.

Srhietes @ ommunreated.

THE SCOTTISH REFORNATION,

BV YRE EIV. JONYE Coog. b. D,

AT the beginning of the Chiistian oy, Scot-
land was = thinly propled country,—the inha-
bitanls in a siate of Wartmnsm,—tkeir religion
Druidical, such xs Cxrsar found in Gaul and
in South Britaic. It is nol konown al what
e Chrisianity was introduced into it.

Probably it penctrated early into the Roman
Province of Biitzin. between which and
e Capital of the Empire there was much
and frequent iatercourse.  Bat it wonld be
greally later, we may reasonsdly suppose, be-
forc it odtained a fooling among the wilds and
savages of the Norih. It is not il after the
£ty century that we have aoy reliable iufor-
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mation on the subject. Evenafter that period
we have little more preserved to us than the
names of certain distinguished apostles of the
faith, whose great and sclf denying labours bad
insured the remembrance of them in the tradi-
tions and in the history of the nation. Ninian,
the apostle of Galluwar, Columba, the head of
a monastic body setiled in lona, one of the
remote western islands, who was employed for
thirty-five years training Christian missionaries,
and planting churches in the main land of
Scotland,~—)unge, or Kentigern, whose resi-
deace was at the site of the modern city of
Glasgow,—and Cuthbert, who lived at Mel-
roic, and commanicated the knowledge of the
Gospel to the inhabitants of the South.  There
were no diocesan bishops or parechial clesgy
dll after the twelfth century.  Previous to
that period, bebind other nations in receiving
the knowledge of the faith from the ceatre of

Christendam, Scotland scems to have been also !

biehind others in receiving the crrors and saper- .

stitions with which Christianity had early
began to be corrapted :—iruth and error
both, in these days, travelling more slowly
than in subscquent times. Uhtimately, how-
ever, the Scottish Church acquiesced in the

prevailing doctrines nnd modes of worship, and |

submitted to the Papal authoritv. Nor was
the Rowman Church anywhere mare powerful
than in Scotland.

It would be a great mistake to suppose that
during the period of the reign of that Church
in Scotland it did not confer many and great
bencefits on the peaple.
too much exeried for sclfaggrandizement,
was also cxerted to civilize the rude in-
habitants of the countrv. [t cncouraged
agriculture. It fostered icarning. It gave
rise to sentiments of picly and views of daty,
which, cven whea mingled with much of error

‘

Its influence, though -
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can be forgiven in this life, or reiief obtained
in a future fe from the pains of purgatory.
Preaching, God s chicf ordinance in all cases,
for the conversion of sinners, and the edifying
of believers, and necessary especially in the
case of people without even the rudiments of
learning, had fallen into disuse. The parochial
clergy scldom preached: the bishops not ar
all ; the wonks of various orders, with whom
the country was overspread, were the only
preachers, and the subjects of which they
treated were of a nature little fitted to instruct
and edify the people—the virtues of the mass,
the pains of purgatory, the miraculous legends
of sainis.  The Sabbath, after the mass, was
employed as a holiday or a fair.  Bishoprics
were given to the illegitimate children of the
nobility. Both bishops and clergy were scan-
dalously licentious in their lives. Tithes and
church dues of all kinds were exacted with
merciless rapacity.  The Scriptures. cxcept
that portion of them contained in the Rowman
missal, were little known even to the clergy,
and a scaled book to the people. There was
an cxtensive and disgraceful traffic in relics
and indulgences: and religious processions
and pilgrimages to shrines of reputed sanctity
scem not to have contributed cither to the picty
or the morality of the people.

It was impossible that such & state of things
could continue in any country, however little

. enlightened, without a revolt of the canscicnce

and the common scase of men. There were
loud complaints against ccclesiastical rapacity
and tyranny. [Pocts satiriced the profligacy
of the priesthond. and held it up to ridicul-.
In the west of Scetland, from the dags of

" Wickliff, there had been pious persons who

and superstition, were A vast improvement on
" clergy, and the ignarance of the highes clas-es

the feclings and views of uaeniighicned
hLeathen; and whatever irac knowicdge of
God, or of the Gaspel of His grace, exicled,
came through its ministratians.  Bat towards
the period of the Reformation, it had reached
a state of corruption, which, even independ-
ent of forcign inflacnce. would 5o lang have
been toleraied by a furaus and impulsive,
though saperstitions people.  The faith of the
Church embraced all those errors which siill
prevail in the Reman commanion, by which
the trath, cven when taught, is to 3 great
cxient made of none ¢ffect ; and the tendency
of which, and the actual resull, s to exalt the
powes of the priesthood as the medium of that

gacrameatal grace, throsgh which only siac -

mouraned over the ahbuses of the church, and
were prepared to return to the simplicity of the
primitive faith. There was ceasing to bhe so
wide a dictinciion. betwesn the learning of the

of laymen. Ia these citcumstances the news
of religious terolutions in foreign couniries
could not fail o tedl powerfully on the Scoi-
tish mind. Germany sent Ribles and books of
the new diviniiy.—acw, that is o the jople of
these dars, though teally the old faith of the
Apasiles, and the primitive believers. Eagland
threre off the roke of the Papacy, and urged on
Reotland 10 do the same.  First, among the
mare pious of the pricsthood, and the educated
of the aristecracy: finally, by the great body
of the people, the principles of the Reformatiaon
were teceited and professnd, and the Romish
Chareh wasoverthrown in what had heen one of
jis chiel citadels and sivongholds. It was de-
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spoiled of its wealth. [ts ecclesiastical build-
ings were stript of their ornaments; many of

them were destroyed by the revolutionary fury |

of the populace. Its peculiarities of doctrines
and worship, long held so sacred, were con-
demned and despised, and its superstition and

.

tyranny abhorred, as to this day, after a lapse '

of three hundred years, they countinue to be, by
the great body of the Scottish people.
Couspicuous, and c¢ver to be remembered
with honour and reverence among those who
were instrumental in bringing about this great
change in the religious sentiments of the people
of Scotland, was Patrick Hamilton, Abbot of
Fearn, the protomartyr of the Scottish Re-
formation. le was bornin the year 1504, and
was, both by the father and mother's side, of
roval lineage. So carly us 152¢ his mind scems
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of men! Lord Jesus receive my spir't” Since
the days of Stephen no nobler martyr] had
passed from carth to heaven. It was a cruei
murder of which his pcrscal_ta-'s_had been
guilty. But it was a miscrable folly too—as
indeed all sin is folly. His youth, his rank,
his inflexible courage attracted the general
attention of the people—and so greatly was

" the effect favourable to the cause for which he

f

to have been partially enlightened as to the '

great corruptions which prevailed in  the

Church, and the bold manner in which he ex-

pressed himsclf of them, atiracted the atten- |
tion and cxcited the suspicion of the clergy. -

Having resolved to visit the continent of
Europe, he repaired to Wirtemberg, where
he was kindly received by Luther and
Mclancthion, and at the University of Mar-
burg, he was instructed by an exiled Urench
Protestant. in the principles and doctrines of
the Reformation. Inflamed with a desire, which
he zould not control cven in the face of the
most immincat danger, to cominunicaie these
to his countrymen, ke returned to Scotland,
and published his religious views—corres ond-
ing with those now held by cvangelical Church-
es,—and cxpressed with great clearncess and
brevity. He was speedily cast into prison—and
brought to trial by the Romish ceciesiastics:
and on the last day of February, 1525, being
in the twenty fourth year of his age, hie was
com:mitted to the flames, before the gate of St
Salvator College in St Andrews. It was at
noon the voutnful and noble martsr was
brought out for csecution. He was accompanied
by a few friends and a fithful servant.
hands hc had a copy of the Gaspel. which he
gavetox friend. Hisgown and garments he gave
to hisscrvant, saying : ¥ This stuff will not help
me in the fire, vetit wiil do thee some goed.
1 kave no more o leave thee, but the example
of my death, which I pray thee to Keep in
mind. For albeit the same be bitter and pain-
ful 1n man’s judgment, vet is it the entrance to
cverlasting life, which none can inkerit, who
deny Christ”
was reduced to ashes. His last words were
*t [{ow long, O Lord, shall darkness cover this
realm?! How long will thou suffer this tymanny

dicd, that it was afterwards said that the smoke
of the flames in which he perished, infected
all that it blew on.

We have no accurate account of the martyr:
who perished after the fires of persecation
werc once lighted. In 1532, Henry Forrest, 2
young monk, was burned at St. Andrews. In
the year following, Norman Gourlav
and David Strachan;a gentleman of respectable
family. In 1529, on the Castle hill of Edin-
burgh were burned for heresy, four priests
and a2 notary. In the same year in Glasgorw,
a Grey friar nmned Russell, and & young man
named Kennedy. Multitudes were driven inte
exile from their country, in dread of a like
fate, and cvery means was taken to prevent
the spread of the reformed doctrines. Yet they
continucd to spread. The blood of the martrrs
in Scotland, as clsewhere, proved the seed of
the Church. There was considerableintercourse
at that time between Scotland and the conti-

" nent of Eurepe. Every traveller returned with

tidings of the progress of the reformers.
Every vessel that reuched Scotland brought
translations of the Scriptures, and the stirring
productions of thecarly days of the reforma-
tion. There sprung up a strong desire to be
acquninted with the Scriptures.  And then
was to be scen what it is alleged the city of
Quebee has  recently  excmplificd,—familics
congregating togeiher in the evening, or even at

' dead of night,to hear the Scriptures read. As vet
" there were noministers orauthorized teachers of

|

In his -

the Reformation, but the desire fer the Scrip-
tures had become so strong. that an act was
passed by the Parliament in 1543, authorizing

* the reading of them by all the lieges; though

| subjret of dispute or argument.

It was six hours before his body |

with singular inconsisiency, prohibiling men
to form ojpinions of them. or making them 2
In 1540, the
Reformed Doctrine kad made large progress,
hoth among the commeon people, and persons
of rank in the country. The fears of the clergy
were thoroughly aroused, and they present-
ed to the Ring, James the Fifth—1the father of
Mary Quecen of Scots—a list of somc husn-
dreds of persons of rank and  distinclion
whom they deacunced as hereticg,—and oniy

* the unforinpate cxpedition against England
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which led ultimately to his death, prevented
their suffering under the same cruel laws
which had already brought so many to the
stake. This was in 1542.

In 1544, there came back from Cambridge
where he bad been a student, 2 young Scotch-
man—the brother of a lavded proprietor in
the Mearns, He had been driven from Montrose
by the Bishop of the Diocese, for teaching the
Greek New Testament. He returned a Reformner;
—in his character and deportment; the most
amiable and interesting of those who had
received the new doctrine.  * Excelling” it has
been said of him ¢ all his countrymen at that
period in learning, of the most persuasive
clogquence, irreproachablein life, courteous and
affable in manners, his fervent piety, zeal and
courage in the cause of truth were tempered
with uncommon meckness, medesty, patience.
prudence, and charity.” This was George
Wishart. He travelled over the country,

|
|

preaching with boldness, the doctrines of the .

leformation—in churches, where they were
opened to him—in ihe ficlds, in the market
place, when they were refused. He was accom-
panied by many persons of distinction—and
was cverywhere acceptable to the people.
Having heard that the plague bad broken out
at Dundee, he proceeded hither, and was inde-
fatigable in preaching the Gospel and visiting
the sick. Thence he was recalled to Edinburgh,
10 a public disputation. There his friends con-
cealed him for a time,—but having agnin
resumed his work of preaching, he was seized
by Cardinal Beaton, taken to St Andrews,
arraigned before a tribunal of clergy~—declared
guilty of heresy and condemned to die. He
suffered on the 1st of March, 1546—before the
castle of St. Andrews, Beaton and other pre-
lates looking on from a oalcony. Then itis
said, he pronounced this prophetic sentence so
speedily verified in the fate of his cruel and
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be yet more distinguished thap the teacher
whom he so much regarded—to become, as
Milton afterwards expressed it, the Reformer of
a whole nation—and with whose personal his-
tory and labours, the Scottish Reformation was
thenceforth to be indissolubly connected.

He was born in 1505—and cducated at the
University of St. Andrew’s. Because of distir-
guished, merits he was ordained a priest, before
the canonical age of twenty-five.  He began the
study of the Fathers, and then of the Scriptures
in 1535, but did not declare himself a Protes-
tant till 1542—when he was thirty-seven years
of age. Ie had largely profited by the in-
structions of Wishart— after whose death he
would have returned to his duties, as a tutor,
had be not been urged by the fathers of his
pupils 1o enter the Castle of St Andrews,
then beld by the conspirators who had assassi-
nated Cardinal Beaton. There he lectured
and taught—nowisc doubting apparentiy the
morality or justice of the deed by which that
crucl persecutor had met his fate. It was in the
Church of St. Andrew's, to which the inhabi-
tants of the Castle had access, that Knox
received the call to that great work, which he
never afterwards abandoned and in promoting
which, his zeal never slackened. There he
was uncxpectedly addressed in presence of the
congregation, by the preacher of the Cathedral,
himself 2 converted monk, in these striking
terms.  *f Brother, you shall not he offended
although I speakunto vou,what [ have in charge,
even from all these, that arc bhere present.

: which i5 thisi—In the name of Gold and of his

Son Jesus Christ, and in the name of all who
presentls call you by my mouth, I charge you
that you refi.se not this holy vocation, but as
vou further the glory of God. the increase o!
Christskingdom,thecdification of your brethoen,

. and the comfort of me. whom vou understand

remorscless persecutors, * He who in such state, ;
. charge of preaching, even as you look to aveid

from that high place, feedeth his eyes with m3
torments, within a fow dags shall be hanged

out of the same window, with as much igio- -

miny, as he now leancth there in pride.”

QOn the night, when Wishart was apprehend-
cd, by the directions of Cardinal Beaton, he
dirccted an atiendant who had affectionately
waited on him, and whe was desirous to share
his danger, to return to his former occupation,
and to lay aside the sword which he carricd for
e proteciion of his revered Jriend and masicer.

d a\a‘ . s:ud }", retutn 1o vour bah A8, —
ca!hml l“lc center at lc!k"! into ‘hc dcta‘ls

his pupils, that meant—" and (God bless von,
ane Is sufficient for = sacrifice.™ This was John
Knox—destined in the Providence of God, to

well cnough to be oppressed by the multitude af
Iabours, that you take the public office end

God's heavy displeasure, and desire thatheskeil
multiply bis graces uato yon.” The congrega
tion unanimously expressed. their asceat to
this solemn call.  Knox tried in vwain
answer—burst into tears. and left the church

Ultimately, however, he accepted the cali—~and
theugh oppressed with s sense of the difficulties
and responsibilitics of theChristian ministry.such
as made cven the great apostle of the Geatiles
exclaim, * Who is sufficient for these things,*
he gave himself thenceforth to the wark. We

10

of his subsequent life, decply inicresting. x¢
to cvery Scotchman should be the history of
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one who so largely contiibuted to form and
mould the national character. When the Castle
of St. Andrews was taken, Knox -as confined
for nincteen months in the French Galleys.
After his liberation he procceded to England
where heremained five years—during thereign
of Edward the Sixth. The English ReformerS
had not yet ceased to fraternize with Protestant
ninisters from other Churches than their own,
or to prefer orders given by Popish bishops, to
orders given by Protestant Presbyters. Knox
was welcomed to England— employed to
preach—consulted in respect of the book of
Common prayer—offered a benefice in London,
and then a bishopric. He did not, however,
ecl free in conscience to become a minister
of the Church of England, and disapproved
of much of its constitution and order as
unwarranted by Scriptural authority; and he
particularly objected to its avowed want of
discipline. Ile continued, however, to labour
in the cause of the Reformation in England,
where able and well informed labourers were
few, in proportion to the need, till the reign of
Mary, when he was forced to retire to France.
His residence on the continent is chiefly remark-
able for the friendship he formed with Calvine
and for the opportunity he enjoyed, of secing in
the Church of Geneva, an ccclesiastical consti-
tution, which most entirely concurred with
what he considered to be the Scriptural and pri-
mitive order. In 1553, he returned to Scotland,
where for 2 time he had opportunity daily to
preach the gospel,—and largely to influence
the minds of several cf the future rulers and
distinguished men of Scotland. In 1556 ke
preackied in the West of Scotland, and in the
house of the Earl of Glencairn, dispensed for
the first time the sacrament of our Lord’s
Supper, according to the retormed order.
Subscquently he joined with a large body of
Protestants in a solemn bond or covenant, in
which they engaged to renounce the errors of
Popery, and to maintain the pure preaching of
the Gospel.  In July 1336, he found it neces-
sary to leave Scotland, and to return to Geneva.
Belore his departure he exhorted the Protestants
to give themselves to the study of the Serip-
tures, and lo wmect together for religious
worship, and for mutual instruction and cdifi-
cation. At the carnest request of the leading
Protestants, he returned to Scotland in May,
1339, where he remained till hisdeath. Till that
period, though it was a ime when many great
and distinguished men flouriched, it is not too
much to say, that his was the mind which wasg
the most powesful and c¢ffective in its influence
on the people. He it was who founded the
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Protestant Church in Scotland—and so estab-
lished the Scriptural order according to which
it was constituted in the minds of the people,
that successive generations have resisted every
effort to subvert and overthrow it. e was no
bigot, for though opposed to the use of liturgics
in public worsbip, he adoy.ted one as temporarily
necessary, the clergy being few, and many but
imperfectly instructed; though opposed t»
Episcopacy, in the circumstances of the Church
hie concurred in the temporary appointment of
superintendents to plant churches, and, subject
to Presbyteries and Assemblics, to watch over
both the clergy and the people ; though requiring
men trained by proper education for the dutics
of the ministerial office—he appointed readers
of the Word, as necessary in the circumstances
of the times—using in all his ccclesiastical
arangements that wise expedicacy which is free,
according to Scripture, to Christian churches,
in sccking the great end of their constitution,
the glory of God, the hononr of Christ, and the
salvation of souls. From the path of duty be
could never be seduced by either the blandisl.-
ments or the violence of the Court. * There lies
he,” said the Regent Morton, when hisbody wius
laid in the grave, ¢« There lies he, who never
feared the face of man.” Of large and liberal
views, his desire was to extend the means of
common, and of colleginte education to all
ranks, and to this end alonz with a modersaie
support to the Protestant ministers, he wished
to devote the forfeited possessions of the Ro:-
ish church, in which, if he had not been thwarted
by the avarice of the nobles, he would hae
given to Scotland a still more distinguished
place than it has yct occupied among tic
nations of mankind. In August 1560, Knor
drew up a confession of faith in all esseatid
points coinciding with that long after pre-
parcd at Westminster, which was adopted by
Parlinment as the confession of the Reforme i
Church of Scotiand, and the Romish wor-
In Decewber 20th the first
It con-

ship was forbidd.n
Genernl Assembly me® in Edinburgh.
sisted of forty members, of whom only six wers
ministers. It sat for seven days, consulting
of the things which were toset forward God's
glorr, and the weal of his church in the realm
of Scotland. From that period the Reformatior.
though having many encmies to contend with
was trinmphant, and the Scottish mind has
ever since been subject to its influence.

A ground of thankfuluiess to the divine Prov-
idence and to those who were the instrumen's
under Providence in bringing about that resul?
which it is not casy to over cstimate. In one
important respect, itis true the Reformation
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then, and for long after stood itself in neeG of ‘
reformation. It was intolerant. It persecuted
others, as it had itseif been persecuted. There
was much to palliate this. The danger of the
Protestant Churches,—the spirit they had
brought with them from the Roman church—
the recency of their conversion to a sonnd
faith—the novelty of the doctrinc of toleration.
From the beginning of the world, says arecent
historian of the Church of Scotland, men saw
that it was wrong to persecute them. It is
about two hundred years, since they began
clearly to discern, that it was wrong for them
1o persecute others. But apart from this sad
hlot with which the Scottish Reformation is
hargeable—and notwithstanding much of vio-
lence and illiberality, which marked its pro-
gress, how great have been the blessings of
which under Providence it has been the source.
It gave the Bible to the people. It established
the preaching of the Gospel over the iand. It
from the beginning took measures for gencral
education. It gave an impulse of activity to the
general mind. it laid the foundation of civil
liberty.  More or less directly all the blessings
which have distinguished Scotland among the
nations for the last three centuries may be
traced to it. Compare Scotland now withany
similar country which refused to accept the
Reformation, Portugal for cxample, how far
superior to Scotland then—how immeasurably
inferior to it now!
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For a change so great and beneficial, it be-
hoves us to be devoutly thankful to God,
and it is meet too, that we should honour those
who were God's instruments in effecting it.

They had a battle to fight, the difficulties of
which we can but most imperfectly apprehend.
Who shall estimate rightly the courage of such
men a5 Luther or Knox, standing firm not only
against the powers of this world-—but against
all which they had been taught and accus-
tomed to call venerable and sacred. But such
men are raised up by God, to effect his great
purposes in the world, and the career of such
itis well for us to study—shewing us what God
is pleased to make men capable of.

Oh how comely it is, and how reviving

To the spirits of just men long oppressed !
When God into the hands of their deliverer
Pats invincible might,

‘To quell the mighty of the earth, the oppressor,
‘The brute and buisterous force of vivlent men,
Hardy and industrious to support

Tyrannic power, but raging to pursue

The nighteous and all such as honour truth.
He all their ammunition

And feats of war defeats

With plsin heroic magnitude of mind

And celestial vigour armed.

Their armourics and magazines contemns,
Renders them useless, while

Wwath winged expecdition,

Kwift as the lightening glance he exeecutes
Hix errand on the wicked, who surpriced,
Lose their defence, distracted and amazed.

Flotices and Hebuetvs.

NICHOL'S SERTES OF STANDARD DIVINES.
CirarNock's Works VoLUME 3TH
AND GOODWIN'S WORKS VOLUME 12T11.
¥dinburgh :—James Nichol, Montreal :
Dawson Brothers, 1866.

These two volumes of this admirable
serics have just been received. We can
only repeat our commendation of the en-
terprise, and of the excellent manner in ¢
which it has been conducted, reccommend-
ing to our readers to acquire a series of |
religious works which are published at an
almost incredibly low price.  Messrs. Daw-
son also announce a most valunble serics,
to be published by the Messrs. Clark, of
Edinburgh. It is a new translation of the
writings of the Ante-Nicene Fathers, and
will prove most valuable to those who

rightly contend for the antiquity of Pro-
tesiantism, as distinguished from the inno-
vations of Romanism.

Tie SasBat.—A Sermon preached
by tac Rev. James Mair, M. A. Martin-
town, C. W. Montreal : Dawson, Brothers,
1866.

A caln and able statement of the claims
of the Sabbath on Christians, and on the
world. It isa production which will be
read with much satisfaction and will con-
duce much toa clearer understanding of the
claims of the Sabbath, in the mind of
many who have been misled, by plausible
theorics, on the nature and obligations of
that sacred day. We regret that through
accident the copy of this sermon had fallen
aside, and was not noticed sooncr.
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@he Ehurches and their Plisstons.

THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT ALD THE
EDUCATION QUESTION.

RIEF for the ¢ loved and
lost’ is apt tv be woderat-
¢d by any discovery to the
effect that the departed had
within him or her some

“ undivulged crime,” or even had

played a shabby trick, or pos-

sibly designed a great mischicf of
which ouly death presented the
perpetration. Looking at what
transpired in the House of Com-
mons on Monday night regarding

Irish Education, it would appear that from all
1hese sources there may be drawn more or’less
cousolation for the fall of the late Ministers.
The whole story of their recent connectivn
with that great question—what they promised,
what they did, and what they intended—is
nuserable and deplorable, & mistake in policy,
a breach of promise, & viclation of principle.
The points to be made noteof are chiefly three.
that the late Ministers promised to give the
House of Commons an opportunity to discuss
and pronounce upon the proposed change be-
tore the Crowa was formally committed to it,
and did not keep that promise ; that a change
has been nearly half effected which injures or
destroys at the very root not only the National
Colleges instituted in Ireland by the late Sir
IRobert Pecl more than twenty years ago, but

also the National Schools instituted by the pre-

sent Lord Derby more than thirty years ago;
and that Mr. Gladstone, acting leader of the

Liberal party, has now declared in clear and

even passionate terms in favour of a retrogres-

stve policy in the dealings of the State with

Education, arguing that we should seck assi-

nnlauon in that matter throughout the Three

Kingdoms by ceasing to advance or improve,

and by beginning to go back or deterivrate.

That the late Ministers made and broke a
promise to the House of Commons on this sab-
ject is painfully plain, and is made only the
more painful and the more plain by the ** expla-
natons' and defences put forward on Monday
night. That 1t was the original intention to
cariv through the whole transaction, so far,
and it s very far, as that could be done merely
by tae Exccutive, without giving the House of

Con.mons a voice in the matter, cannot be

doubted; and thongh that intention was sub-

seqaently declared to be abandoned, the fact of
1ts having existed 15 an indication and an ex-
lanation of the spirit which has pervaded the
whole proccedings. On the 20th February, Mr.
tiladstone, in answer to qaestions in the House,
stated that 1t was not intended to lay before
the House the draft of the new charter for the
Queen s Umversity—that is, a copy of the char-
ter before signature; but that a copy would
he Inid before the House as soon as the charter
was “issucd —that 15, as soon as the doca-
me it had received the roFal signature, and had
bec e a complete and irrevocable document.
But, on the 23rd of the same month, in answer

© to similar questiuns, and in view of a certain

notice of motion, an answer was given very
materially different. The point of that answer
was, that an opportunity of pronouncing upon
the question would be given to the House of
Cummons after Ministers had advised the
Queen to sign, but Lefore Her Majesty had ac-
tually signed. Nothing could be more distinct
than the words in which Mr. Gladstone made
thiz promise ; and one of the most painful and
inexplicable incidents in this altugethier prinful
and ineaplicable bLusiness, is the fact that on
Monday night Sir Geurge Grey read to the
House of Commons Mr. Gladstone’s speech on
that occasiun, omitting the very words which
auswered the question, and which alone are
essential.  Sir George read down to the very
word immediately preceding these words (w hich
we take from the report in the Z%mes of 21th
February) :—

& As tu the charter, it will naturally follow
the conclusion at which the Government shall
arrive upon points which that charter may
cmbrace; and I think T may say tomy righ'x
hon. friend that he nced not be in the least
afraid that he will be unable in point of
time to bring the subject under the notice of
the House, and to challenge the Government.
if he thinks fit, before the Crown has commitled
aay formal act, but not before the Administra-
tion had given any advice they may think it
their duty to give to the Crown before the
Crown is commuiled to that formal act.”

The only imaginable explanation of thisvery
serious cmission is, that Sir George must hav
been yuoting from an cxtract made for his woe
by some other and less honest hand. Be that
as it may the omission greatly helped Sir George
in mis-stating the complaint on Monday night
to have been that # the Government had advis-
ed the Crown to issue the supplemental charte:
without having consulted the House on the
expediency of such a course.” The complaint
was, and is, that the late Government pledged
itself to give the House an opportunity for dis-
cussion, not before “adivising” Her Mnjesty.
but before Her Majesty had actually signed.
and that that promise has not been kept.  The
facts are so, beyond all decent denial. The
promise was made in those plain words of Mr.
Gladstone which Sir George Grey so strangely
omitted from lLis quotation; and the breach of
promise is in the fact that Her Majesty signed
the charter about the 12th of last month, with-
out the House of Commoans haviag any suspi-
cion at the time, or any knowledge until three
weeks afterwards.  Not quite denying the pro-
mise, thongh refusing to repeat or look at the
words in which it is made, more than onc of the
late Ministers plead that it was reaily fulfilled
—by some words incidentally dropped by Mr.
Chichester  Fortescue, when introducing the
Trish Reform Bill! It is true that Mr. Fortescue,
in intimating the proposal to give 2 Parliamen-
tary representative to the Queen’s University,
alluded, as he rightly cnough said on Monday,
to the “intentions™ of the then Government
in respect to a new charter, but he did not
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say that Her Majesty was about to sign the
charter, and that the time, therefore, had come
for the promised discussion—nor was that the
fitting occasion for any such announcement.
Everybody knew the “intentions” regarding
the Irish Colleges before quite as well as after
Mr. Fortescue's speech on the Reform Bill—-wbat
nobody koew either befure.or after that speech
was, when the Ministry were to give the promis-
ed opportunity for Parliamentary discussion
previous to the attaching of the royal signature,
Besides, even though Mr. Fortescue had said,
which he did not, that Her Majesty was to sign
on a certain day, whete was the opportunity
fur discussion in the middle of a Reform Bill
debate followed by a Ministerial crisis? Sir
George Grey amazingly says that, as no notice
was given for an address to the Crown he was
entitled to assume that there “ was no objec-
tivn to the course we intended to pursue!” In
the first place, no opportunity, no vpening, had
been given for the announcement of any such
motion, nor was any hint given that the time
was approaching for such a wmotion, the know-
ledge of what was doing only leaking out when
the time for prevention or even discussion was
irrevocably past In the sccond place, how
¢ uld Sir George Grey possibly suppose that
the objections so strongly stated by Mr. Lowe,
&ir R, Pecl, Mr. Mill and others had been depart-
«q from when the last utterance of the objec-
tors had been a demand fur the opportunity to
state their objections in & manner more full,
Tormal, ani effectual ? That the objectors were
deceived does not admit of & moment's doubt
—whatever ¢uestions may be raised as to the
proportions of design and of accident in that
deception. And whatever ugliness there was
in the look of things up to what may fairly
cnough be called the secret signing of the char-
ter, was not turned to prettiness by anything
that followed. Thougl the Queen had signed
the document before the resigaation of the late |
Ninistry, the great seal was not affixed till
several days after the resignation. Fuarther, and
worse, it was- necessary, in order to give the
new charter any hope of acceptance, that the !
Scnate should be virtually ¥ swamped™ by new
members; and the Queen’s letter, appointing
six new members, bears date nine days after
the late Ministershad sent in their resignaticns.
The best of the story happily remains to be told |
—the new members were not sufficieat in num-
ber for the purpose of their being, and the
Senate, by a majority, has declined to accept |
the alteration. So that all this dark and dubious
work hias meanwhile been gone through fur
nothing.

Nothing in the way of actual change can be
done whilst the Senate of the University remains
firm, and not very much till after the passing
of an Act of Parliament supplementing the new
charter. But incalculable mischief has been ‘
already done by the encouragement given to
the enemies, and the discouragement given to i
the friends, of National Education, and by the i
stigma of desertion and retreat affixed, not to |
the Liberal party, but to some of its leaders. |
What these have agreed and attempted todo is |
1o injure national and promote sectarian educa-
tion—t0 give to sectarian institutions the
honours of national institutions, aud so to pro-

— e -

321

mote what national institutions and their
honours were intended to discourage. Sir
George Grey declared the sectarian system to
be & “boon,” to which Ireland is entitled ! Mr.
Gladstone argued that the * boon” should be
given to Ireland because it is “enjoyed” by
England and Scotland ! Hitherto the creed of
Liberals — and even of Tories, such as Sir
Rubert Peel, twenty years ago-—has been, that
the sectarian system was not enjoyed but suffer-
ed, and ought as soon as possible to be altered
as an evil where it existed, not conformed to as
a pattern where the national system existed.
Much progress has been made in this work both
in England and Scotland—the * conscience
clause” hias almost assimilated the English to
the Irish schools in regard to “the religious
difficulty,” and the ecclesiastical monopoly of
the parish schools of Scutland has ceased to be.
But Mr. Gladstone is now fur reversing the
wheels, and taking the Irish system back,
instead of the English forward. And he founds
that proposal upon a fallacy. He demands to
know whether the Irish Roman Catholics are
to be refused the right of being in this matter
pat upon an “equality " with the English Pro-
testants—his remark extending to schools as
well as colleges.  Why not say, the Jrisk Pro-
testants ? Because the ¢ grievance” of the Irish
system is not, as Mr. Gladstone's language
would make it appear, a Roman Catholic
grievance, bat is common to all churches alike
—the Irish Protestants being on no better than
an *equality ” withthe Irish Roman Catholics.
The diffeience is not one between Catholic and
Protestant, but between England and Ireland,
between the English system and the Irish, the
sectarian system and the national. In England,
the cducational institutions are maintained
partly by Churches and partly by the State,
and they are under the management of the
Churchies, subject to the powers of the State
always to supervise and now to provide that
all schools shall be left open to comers of all
religions. In Iceland, the schools are entirely
supported by the State, and the State money
goes to teach only those things upon which
those who constitute the State do not differ,
those matters upon which citizens do differ
being taught separately. The proposal to
which Mr. Gladstone tends is, that it shall be
in the State-supported institutions of Ireland as
in the Church-supported institutions of England
—that cverything shall be ccclesiastical, and
nothing national, cxcept. the expense. If he
succeeded in such a project, he would do more
harm thao there is good in twenty Reform Bills,
or, as Carlyle says, in ‘“all the suffrages upon
this plancet.” ¥ If that is Liberalism, then Libe-
ralism has denicd its nature, and ought in
decency to refuse its name.

Fraxce.~It is assurcdly not my business to
speak of military affaics or of political ques-
tions. But there is an important fact con-
nected with the struggle of Austria against
Prussis and Italy ; it is the comparative weak-
ness of the defenders of the Romish Charch
when they are opposed to Protestants.  Here is
& gicat religious question which deserves the
attention of your readers.

The bistory of Europe, for the last 350 years
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testifies that Romish countries have grown
weaker from generation to generation, whilst
the countries which have embraced the doc-
trines of the Reformation have continued to
increase in strength, industry, and prosperity.
To prove this, it is sufficient to compare Spain
with England, Sicily with Scotland, Portugal
with Holland, &c., &c. Consider also the case
of Switzerland. At the end of the seventeenth
century the Roman Catholies were there most
numerous and most influential ; now they are
inferior to the Protestants, in numbers and in
other respects.

In the same point of view, there are circum- !
stances worthy of remark in the history of
France since the reign of Francis I. Whenever
France has been in alliance with Protestants,
she has concluded advantageous treaties of
peace; and, on the contrary, whenever she has
1aken up arms to support the Papacy, she has
been conquered and humiliated. I might qrote
numerous examples of this from the history of
Henry 1V., Louis XIII,, Louis XIV,, Lonis XV.,
the Revolution of 1789, and other periods.

A proof of the stubborn intolerance which
prevailsin the clerical party is their opposition
to every Kind of alliance or arrangement for a
new translation of the Bible into the French
language. A solemn conference, in which
Protestant pastors and rabbis were seated by
the side of a few priests, had resolved to give
to our people a better version of the Seriptures,
setting aside all discussions respecting creeds.
The idea was a good and happy one. But what
occurred? The founders of this association
had expected that the Uliramontanes would
show a spirit of concilintion ; but they were
mistaken. Several bishops expressed them-
gelves with bitter indignation against the plan
of a common work undertaken by Romanists,
Protestants, and Israclites: they said it was
deception, an act of treason, and almost of im-
piety.

Pius IX. himself interfered in the dispute.
The poor old man—rwho has no longer any will
of his own, but has become a puppet in the
hands of the Jesuits—threatened with anathema
the ecclesiastics who should dare to continue
in such an association. What was the result?
The curés humbly bowed their heads in sabmis-
sion, they beat their breasts, pronounced the
med culpd, and did not hesitate to belie their
own declarations.

Still more recently, a distinguished theolo-
gian, M. HBertrand, parish priest in the diocese
cf Versailles, has been summoned by his bishop
to retract, under the penalty of being sus-
pended. What was M. Bertrand's crime? He
had said that piety and morality cxisted among
the members of his flock, because most fumilies
among them possessed @ Bible, and read it in thar
own kouses ! Butit wasashocking, scandalous,
and heretical opinion in the eyes of the Jesnits.

A conference, attended by twenty-five mem-
bers—pasiars and elders—met at Nimes last
month. The subject proposed for discussion
in this assembly was expressed in the following
words : “ What is the testimony of the New
Testament, relative to the historical reality of |
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and what is the
wmporlance of this fucl to the religious life of !
the Church? M. Grotz, one of the pastors of !
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Nimes, had been appointed to msnke a report
on the subject of this question. He said (1)
that the resurrection of Christ was not at all
proved by the evidence of the Gospels and the
Epistles; (2) that it is a mere historical pro-
blem, which may be solved in two opposite
ways; (3) that the early Christians accepted,
s a corporal or materic’ resurrection, what was
but a mere vision, 8 ncied or imaginary resur-
rection; (1) that this fact is insignificant,
after all, and in no way concerns the founda-
tions of the faith, or the conditions of salvation,
In short, M. Grotz clearly declared that he does
not believe in the resurrection of the Saviour
in the sense in which it has been proclaimed
and received in all Christian communions fir
cighteen centaries; nevertheless, he claims the
name and the privileges of a disciple of Christ—
nay more, he retains the title and the rights of
a pastor, and pretends to be the gnide of be-
lievers!

Amid so many assaults on the Gospel in the
Christian Church, it is a consuling spectacle
to see pions and devoted laymen, distinguished
for their inteHectual cuhare as well as for their
social position, zealously labouring fur the
defence of the Evangelical caus¢, and the
advancement of the kingdom of God. 1 have
before me the programme of & Fraternal Society
Jor the Ev-angelization of the Reformed Church
of Paris.  The plan of the founders is to em-
ploy schools, lectures, religious publications,
the formation of popular libraries, evening
classes for adults, the patronage of young
workmen, &c., &c., as means to instruct and
cdify the Protestant population of Paris. !
shall have more to say respecting this insiitu-
tion, which promises to bear goud fruit.

ItaLy —The “processo” against the rioters
and murderers of Barletta * drags its slow
tength along,” and every etfort will be used to
make it as ** mild” us possible, if it be not bung
up till the matter is forgotten. It is said that
the Prosecutor Royal at Trantis & Liberal, and
anxious that justice should take its course ; but
the **Juge d'Instruction”™ at Barletta, to whom
is confided the drawing up of the case, precog-
noscing the witnesses, &c., is said to be a Pao-
lolto of the deepest dye, a mere tool in the
hauds of the priestly party, and it is feared he
will manage the case, so that it will be as in-
nocuous as possible when it comes before the
courts. The number now in prison as con-
cerned in that massacre is over 200. Imme-
dintely after that sad event there wagso strong
a reaction in favour of liberty of conscience and
worship, that the Nice Committee’s missionary
might have settled at Barletta with the assur-
ance that, humanly speaking, he could be
nowhere so safe as there in preaching the Gos-
pel, after what had oceurred. By wenkness on
the part of itsagents, however, and bullying on
the part of the sub-prefect, they were driven
away for a while, time was lost, the people
were discouraged, nay, were even induced to
sign a& paper requesting that the cvangelist
might be removed for a time: but all thatis
now past, Giannini has returned to Barletta,
and finds now no obstacle in the way of his

; work.

Grruaxy.—It is consolatory to know that,
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whilst war is prosecuting its ravages, Chris-
tian charity in Prussia displays the most
praiseworthy activity in endeavouring to miti-
gate the sufferings of the wounded soldiers,
and to do good to their souls. Thus, different
associntions have been formed for assisting, by
free contributions, the official chaplains of regi-
ments and divisions in the army. The Govern-
ment has cagerly seconded these efforts of in-
dividual piety ; and many free preachers have
offered their services for this object. Then,
moreover, the order of the Knights of St.
John, created at Berlin in the reign of the pre-
ceding monarch, has caused to be prepured for
our wounded and sick soldiers several lazeret-
los, containing altogether more than 400 heds.
In addition, the wmemwbers of this order have,
wmdividually,san® at their own expense, placed
above 200 other beds at the service of the same
cause. The establishments of deaconesses at
Berlin, Kaiserswerth, Dreslau, and Konigsberg,
have also devoted to this sacred work the ser-
vices of all their disposable Deaconesses, to the
number of nearly thirty. And the House of
Deacons of Duisburg has sent thirty of its
brethren to the fields of battle, to the assistance
of the wounded. The establishments of the
Rauhen-Huus, near Hamburg, have not remain-
cd behind in this hoiy crusade of charity. We
must not forget to add, that the depots of the
British and Fereign Bible Socieiy at Berlin,
Cologne, and Fraukfort, are abundantly sup-
plying the armies with the Holy Seripures by
the agency of numerous colportenrs whom they
send thither.

Dexyakk.—Our Tract Society continues to
make progress. During the war 300,000 of its
tracts were distributed amongst the soldiers,
principally, vet not exclusively, by the colpor-
teurs of the Home Missionary Society. In 1845
seventeen new tracts (137,000 copies) were
printed. Its affairs are conducted with the
greatest economy; its receipts for the last
Year were £350, and its expenses about the
same sum.

The Danish Bible Society, which celebrated
its semi-centenary jubilee October 31st, 1864,
issued last year 8,009 Bibles and Testaments

323

(since its foundation 300,319 Bibles and Testa-
ments). The Gospel of St. Matthew, and four
of the Epistles, are printed for the use of the
blind, according to Moon's system. A new
translation of the Old Testament, which is very
much wanted, has for s~veral years been pre-
pared by Professor Hernansen at Copenhagen,
a great Uriental scholar.

The Deaconesses’ Institutionat Copenhagen,
which has seven sisters, a little hospital, and a
little school for girle, obtained last autumn new
and excellent buildings.

Cuixa—The Rev. Alexandsr Williamson,
the agent of the National Bihle Society of

I Scotland, in China, has just sent home a copy

of & minute and graphic journal, kept during
jonrney in October and November, 1855, from
Pekin 10 Chefoo, by a route in a great measure
untrodden by Europeans of this generation, and
lving tnrough the countries of Confucius and
Mencius—the very heart of ancient China. Mr.
Will.amson's sales during this one journey were
1,397 Testaments and 1,754 portions—in all
3,061 copies. The entire circulation of Chinesa
and Mongolia, Secriptures daring the twenty-
one months over which his labours have ex-
tended, aments to 16,354 copies—hesides 650
European Lcriptures, and 19,595 books and
tracts.

Porvyesia.—Eromanga, the scene of the
martyrdom of John Williams. and more recently
of that of Mr. and Mrs. Gordon, is now occu-
pied by the late Mr. Gordon's brother, Mr. J. D.
Gordun, of the Presbyterian Church of Nova
Scotia. Though there had been several bap-
tisms, Mr. Gordon speaks of the island 8s much
disqnieted, with “ great odds” agaiast him and
the friends of Christianity; ‘“ so that between
sickness and death, wars and rumours of wars,
murders, private and pablic, and the threats of
the heathen,” he hardly knew what to do. “ The
situation is perilous,”and the case extraordi-
nary.” A letter from Mr. McCulloch says :
“Unless a decided change takes place, Mr.
Gardon cannot remain at Eromanga any longer
with any reasonable prospect of safety.”

PROVINCIAL SABBATI-SCHOOL TEACHERS CONVENTION.

———

N the 4th September the
mecting of the third Pro-
vincial  Sabbath - School
Convention was opened in

Zion Church, the Rev. George

Bell, B.A_, of Clifton, in the ¢hair.

In opening the proceedings, he
said he had much pleasure in meet-
ing them to organize the Conven-
tion. As this was but a prelimi-
nary mecting, and as friends from
various parts of the Province would not, per-
haps, expect so carly an hour for this meeting,
they would not, of course, arrange to arrive so
carly. It would, therefore, be in the afternoon
that they might expect the largest attendance,
and the most delightful communion.

Tlhc 13th hymn, beginning ¢ How lovely are
thy dwellings fair,” was then sung, and the
v, Mr. Gordon engaged in prayer. After
praise had again been offered, the chairman read
a poriion of Scripture from the 21st chapter of
the Gospel of St. John, beginuing at the 15th
verse, and the Rev. Mr. Wardrobe led in prayer.

Mr. S. J. LxuaN then moved, seconded by D.
Morrice,—

“That the Chairman appoint & committee to
nominaie office-bearers for the Jonvention.”

The chairman then appointed the following :
Thomas Muir, of Hamilton ; ¥r. Clarke, of To-
routo ; David Morrice, S. B. Scott, and Rev. Mr.
Clarkson, of Montreal.

The Hou. Jas. Ferrien then made a few re-
marks on the beneficial effects which had al-
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ready resulted from these Sunday-school Teach-
erg’ Conventions in Canada, and the necessity
that the Divine influcnce should be especially
sought for their proceedings, as Sabbath-schools
were of especial congequence in a new and rising
country like this.

Rev. Mr. McKiLLican stated that there had
beea no period when so many children were
being taught in Sabbath-schools in Canaua as
atpresent, nor wheil # greater interest was genc-
rally felt in the operations of Sabbath-schools.
A large number of both sexes, were engaged
as teachers, and displayed the greatest zeal.
He urged the desirability of Sabbath-school
Teachers being so versed in Scripture and divine
things as not to be obliged to depend so much
upon what were technically called Teachers
requisites.

The Rev. Mr. Warprost of Bristol, then spoke
with much warmth of feeling, on the great
amount of good which this Convention was
calculated tu do to the souls of those who at-
tended it, also warming their hearts, and bene-
fiting them intellectually. The minister in the
backwoods could often reach the pareuts
through the children, when other means would
apparently fil.

Tur CoamMax commented on the good which
would result from the convention, by its mem-
bers carrying away with them to their respec-
tive neighborhoods the fire which would be en-
kindled in their own hearts.

The Rev. Mr. Gorboy said they had received
not an illustration, but a demonstration calcu-
lated to do away with a supposed antagon-
ism as between parents and Sabbath-schools.
It had been asserted that the latter was usurp-
ing the work of the furmer, but facts were
showing to the contrary. If the work were
left entirely to parents, it would not be done
completely. But parents and Sunday-schools
were now acting rather as a double power.

Mr. Hrxry Lymax, Montreal, believed that it
was intended that the Gospel should be taught
colloquinlly ; and that the Sabbath-School had
not taken its proper and high place in the affec-
tions of the people.

The Rev. Mr. Boxar, Montreal, called atten-
tion to the improvement which had taken place
of late years in Sabbath-school instruction in
this city, but stated that it had not kept pace
with the improvements in our day-schools. He
would like some plan to be struck out at this
Convention for the clevation of the standard of
teaching in Sabbath-schools.

The following were then elected office-
bearers :

President —Principal Dawson.

Vice-Presidents.—The Right Rev. Bishop of
Huron; Hon. J. S. Sanborn, of Sherbrooke;
Rev. Dr. Burns, St. Catherines; Lieunt-Col.
Haultain, Peterboro, Rev. Dr. Bancroft, Mont-
real , Rev. Dr. Wilkes, Dr. Jenkins, Dr. Taylor,
and J. Elliott, of Montreal , Dr. Caldicott, To-
ronto ; Dr. Fife, Woodstock; S. D. Rice, Hamil-
ton; Dr. Wilkie, Quebec; Hon. John McMur-
rich, Toronto, J. C. Aikins, County Peel, John
McDonald, M.P.P., Toronto; Dr. Mair, Kings-
ton ; H. A. Nelson, Esq., Montreal.

Gen. Scerelary.—Rev. Wm. Millard, Toronto.

Secretaries—Thomas Robin, and L. Cushing,
jr, Montreal ; Rev. F. H. Marling, Toronto; G.
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Bell, Clifton ; .A. J. McKenzie, Thes, Muir, Ham-
ilton.

Business Committee—Rev. D. H. McVicar,
Rev. J. M. Gibson, B. A.; Rev. J. B. Clarkson,
B.A.; Messrs. Robt. Kennedy, S. B. Scott, David
Morrice, T. M. Bryson, S. J. Lyman, James
Ross, Wm. Greiz, Montreal; D. W, Beadle, Sr.
Catherines ; J. E. Clarke, Kingston; J. Paton,
Kingston; J. A. Adams, Sarnia; J. J. Wood-
house, Toronto.

The Cuamrmax then called upon Principal
Dawson, who had recently entered the meeting,
to preside, and informed him that he had been
elected President,

Principal Dawson on taking the chair, ex-
pressed his deep sense of the honour just done
him in electing him President. e had always
been strongly impressed with the importance
of the work of feeding Christ's lumbs.—He felt
that Lis present position, as well as that of the
1aembers of the convention, was one of grave
responsibility ; what they were about to do
during these meetings would guide the conduct
of those engaged in the work of Sabbath-school
teaching, und might affect that work, and con-
trol its consequences both for time and eternity.
He could not, then, but feel something akin to
fear at accepting the office of President, but as
there were experienced members in the conven-
tion, and they would bave the Lord’s Spirit to
direct them, he felt somewhat relieved of hi-
anxiety.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

On the opening of the afternoon session, Prin-
cipal Dawson, President of the Convention,
tock the chair, and the hymn, beginning ¢ Sow
in the morn thy seed,” having been sung, the
Rev. Mr. Clarkson led in prayer.

The minutes of the morning session were
then read and approved, and the report of the
Business Committee was also read. It stated
the times of meeting, &c., of the Convention,
and that all Ministers and Sabbath-scbool
Teachers might be considered as members of
the Convention. It recommended that the
subject of discussion this afternoon should be
“ Libraries,” and © Infant means of grace.”

LIBRARIES.

Mr. Panber, of New York, spoke of the vast
numbers of books to be found in Sunday-schoel
libraries. Many of these had been carefully
prepared, and now books of undoubted charac-
ter could easily be procured for Sunday-schools.
But in choosing agents for the filling of their
librari §, pecuniary considerations were too
often allowed to weigh, and the result was that
exceptionable books found their way into them.
A committee should be appointed to cxamine
all books received. There never was & time
when there were works of such a high order,
available for Sunday-school libraries. These
books should be adapted to the minds aad
tastcs of children. He deprecated, too, the
librarian or secretary cntering the school with
the books during the time of teaching, and thus
causing interruption. The teacher should no
more be interrupted in his lesson than the mi-
nister in his sermon. He &lso gave some prac-
tical details as to the orderly and expeditious
mode of application for, and supply of books to
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the scholars. The selection from the catalogue
should be made by the child and its parcute at
home during the week. It was likewise a good
rule to have no books opened in the school ex-
cept the Bible and hymn-book. The speaker
concluded by again urging the necessity of the
greatest care being taken to withdraw all
questionable books from these libraries.

The Rev. J. DunvILLE, said that Mr, Pardee’s
plan could not be worked in small schools, and
wit out a catalogue.

Mr. WarTE spoke on the importance of plac-
ing suitable books before Sabbath-school chil-
dren. Many of the stories in some of the books
in these libraries were on subjects similar to the
rankest novels. As Mr. Pardee had said, inex-
perienced persons, too, were often sent to select
and purchase books.

The Rev. Mr. MarLING said that the system
of ordering books for Sunday-schouls from
societies was one reason why ubjectionable
books crept in. Every society had sume doubt-
ful books, and no particular Society had all
the good books. One corrective of this was to
select a number of books from a catalogue, and
give them out to competent persons to be read,
and decline to receive those which might be
considered exceptionable. But the scholars
showed an extreme partiality for stories, and
but little liking for the didactic. They should,
then, scek to get the right kind of stories. We
al knew who taught by means of parables.
Few beoks had been more read and done more
good than the  Dairyman’s Daughter” and the
‘t Young Cottager,” and the reason of this was
because they were so full of human interest
and human love. Children should have stories ;
not stories with the moral tacked on to them,
like 2 picce of lead, but stories with the morai
within them, and from which the children
could not escape. The  Pilgrim's Progress”
and “ Uncle Tom’s Cabin” were such stories,
and the Bible was full of them.

A bymn was now sung, Mr. Philip Phillips,
of New York, leading, and also accompanying
with great taste and effect the air on the melo-
deon.

The Rev. Mr. McKiwnLicay alluded to the ex-
treme difficulty of selecting an unexceptionable
library for country Sunday-schools, and sug-
gested that gentlemen in the city should assist
towards doing this.

A member whose name we did not learn, said
he had never yet found a pernicious book in
these libraries, but he must confess that, for
children, he had found many of them dry and
dull. Many of these books which were some-
what in the novel form, or, in other words, 2
story, had, he thought, rothing dangerous in
them.

The Rev. Mr. Boxar, feared to encourage these
books of sterics, some hu.dreds of pages long,
and with the moural very far to seck. He would
not take books on the recommendation of any
sectionei society. Volumes for a Sunday-
School library could be obtained from the Sun-
day-School Union, which was not a denominsa-
tional institution. He had seen books from a
society which lie would not admit into his own
family, and which he coisidered oaght never
to be seen in & Sunday -.chool library.

The Rev. Mr. Scorr contended that these

|
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bouks should be of 2 more exclusively religious
nature, ard that in them children stould be in-
vited tu cumne to the Almighty not so much by
Sinai, as by Calvary.

Mr. Wuiryey, of Hemmingford, Mr., Wurr-
Lock, of Whitby, and Mr. BeGu, of London,
spoke to the question ; and Mr. Pandre gave
some additional infurmation on the mode of
selecting and distributing these volumes.

Mr. Goopute complained that some of these
baoks were too heavy to be read, and others
were su light that they had better not be read.
A golden mean was what was wanted.

Rev. Dr. WiLkes suggested that there was
great roum for literary effurt in this department,
and he could not see why our Canadian friends,
male and female, sume of them now present,
should not set to work to supply the desidera-
tum.

The Rev. Mr. BerLn said there were many
families, whose only means of grace were buoks
from the Sat-bath-school hibrary. How im-
portant must these be, then? The lhibrarnes
should always contain sume books which would
be proper reading for parcuts, and instruct
them in the way of life.

Rev. Mr. WaLksg, of Wetherby, said every
book in a Sabbath-schoul hibrary should beat
upon its face that its intention was to lead
the mind of the child to Christ, whetlier the
book was in the form of a story or not, for
which he cared but litile.

Rev. Dr. Irvixe deprecated pandering to the
appetite for stories, and said the great craving
for them in the present day was only an evi-
dence of the depravity of the human heart.
Many celebrated books, in the story form, had
done the good which they had done, not be-
cause they were in the story form, but because
they were full of Christ and Him crucified. The
Look should not be written down to the child,
but the child should be raised up to the book
and the story it contained ought to be the story
of the gospel.

Rev. Mr. ScrueriLaxp, of Hamilton, com-
plained that in the Sunday-school libraries
they were now getting scarcely anything ex-
cept religious fiction. The craving for this
was a morbid appetite, and ought not to be fed
in the Sunday-school. The books should Le
examioed by the superintendent of the schioui.

A few more remarks having been offered, the
Rev. Mr. Gorbux, of Gananoque, suggested that
it would be well to offer a prize for a tract on
this very subject, viz, the forin and mater:als
desirable for the buuvks fur Sunday-schoul
libraries.

The Cuamvay, in winding up the debate,
agreed with the last speaker, and hinted teat 1t
would be well if the tract, which wight be
written, should itself be a mudel in this respect.
He then reviewed the leading suggestions
thrown out during the discussion. Swarms of
books were, he admitted, both weak and amm-
less, because written by persons not competent.
To write storics in the proper or Bible style,
required talent of & high order. All the long
stories in the Bible were historical, and the
short oncs were parables. He would prefer
stories of fact to fiction. Different kinds of
books, too, were required for children of differ-
ent ages.



INFANT MEANS OF GRACE.

Mr. Parpeg opened this discussion, dwelling
particularly on making these means attractive
and instructive ; and in doing so, he cited the
example of a lady who had under her charge a
large igfant school, divided into classes of siy,
each being taught by a young lady as assist-
ant teacher, suthat cach child was well attend-
ed to. Thelessons were exceedingly brief, and
in some lessons & chant or recitation wagused,
and any passing or striking event was improved.
The duties, and some of the doctrines of re-
ligion, were thus enforced and illustrated to
these infant minds, which, under her course of
religious instruction, expanded in a surprising
and most pleasing degree. Mr. Pardee had
jistened to and witnessed one of these lessons,
and a more delightful religious service he had
never at any time attended. The value of the
infant class in the Sunday-school was greater
than was imagined, and many individuals had
been converted in their infancy, when their
parents did not suspect it.

Mr. Pakpee gave some further information
fur the conducting of infantile instruction pro-
fitably in Sabbath-schools, which was re-
ceived with much attention and faveur by those
present.

Mr. Dixoy, of London, then gave his suceess-
ful experience in tcaching little children with
the pictorial llustrations of Scripture subjects,
and a succeeding speaker bore testimony to the
usefulness of this mode.

The Rev. Mr. Marning advocated the use of
Scripture pictures in the younger classes, and
ulso the use of black-board and object lessons.

In reply to a suggestion of the Chairman, 2
speaker said that a child should not be refused
admittance into 2 Sunday-school on aceount of
its tender age, if it could only watk. He also
dwelt on the advantages of pictorial teaching,
and the use of the black-board to the junior
classes.

The CnairMay, before closing the meeting,
3aid he hoped the subject would be again taken
up, as it bad hitherto been discussed rather in
its material aspect, but it should be borne in
mind that the great object was to bring these
little children to Christ, who gave us the lead-
ing idea of our duty in this respect, when he
said ¥ suffer little children to come unto me.”
He was of opinion that the mode of dealing with
infant Christians was as yet but imperfectly
understood.

The Rev. Dr. WiLkEs then offered up prayer,
and the doxvlogy having been sung, the mect-
ing closed.

PUBLIC MEETING.

A largely attended public meeting, in con-
nection with the Convention, was held in the
evening at half-past seven o'clock. The sub-
ject under consideration was : ¢ The Gathering
in and Retaining of Neglected Children.”

Principal Dawsoy presided, and the proceed-
ings were opened with devotional exercises.

The Rev. Mr. Bortoy, of New York, iuntro-
duced the sutject by alluding to its import-
ance, and showing the palpable neceesity
which all large citics afforded of bringing into
the Sabbath-school these neglected ones.
Some, howev.r, denied that it could be done;
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but the speaker showed «hat the children of the
school were themselves the most powerful
agents in bringing in their less fortanate com-
panions, who e pare tts were unable or too in-
different to teach them. He also pointed out
the requisites to the successful establishing of
a mission Sabbath-school. The first was to
make the school-rovm anuractive, by its L.ight
cleanliness and the pictorial Bible embellisk-
ments on its walls. Svcondly, to make the
intercourse therein as sociable as possible, the
teachers having kind words and books fur
these poor scholars, who soon felt, and reci-
procated the kindness thus manifested toward
them. From time to time they had in New
York provided for them hitue festivals of fruiy,
&c., and a flower bestowed upun a child of this
class by a teacher often gave it great delight.
Smging of a lively, though religious, character
was another means to be adopted, with whick
the clildren were frequently so captivated that
they would ask leave to come in. But every
hymn sung in a Sunday-schoul should have the
gospel in it, and goud libraries were especially
necessary to the keeping together of a Subbatl.-
school. The children in these missivn schools
were ofien fuund exceedingly eager to read the
books, which was one strong reason why unex-
ceptionable ones should be obtained. In doing
this, the natural tastes of children ought to be
somewhat consulted, and by following out the
above suggestion of the speaker,—which ke
enforced both by argument and examples,—
they would find no difficulty in getting scholars.

The Rev. Mr. Boxar of this city, said, thau
this there was no more interesting and impur
tant topic would come befure the Conveution.
There was not & proper feeling ecither here w
elsewhere as to the necessity and duty of labour-
ing for the benefit of this class of children.
Let any one walk into some of the streets of
Montreal, on & Sabbath afternoon, when the
Sunday-schools were in full operation, and they
would, nevertheless, find plenty of instances of
what he complained of. He would say that
one-third of the Protestant children of Mont-
real, between the age of six and vighteen years,
were never seen within the walls of a Sabbarl.-
school. And were these children to be allowed
to grow up in ignorance of God, and of His
truth ; and, if so, what was to be their influ-
ence on our own clnldren, on the Province, and
on the Christian life of this country ?

The Speaker theun related a moust encourag-
ing instance of the wonderful effect for good
of establishing a mission school in one of the
very worst parts of the city of New York, and
in which work he had himself for four years
been an agent. A school of thisclass had been
established fourleen years ago, and from rag-
pickers, dust-boys, and others of the lowest of
society. Persecution and danger had attended
its early history, but for cach of the last seven
years more than twenty of its scholars, thus
taken from the dregs of the population had
made a profession of religion ; aad last year
there were no fewer than forty of them did so.
One of its former scholars, originally a rag-
picker, and who lived at the notorious piace
known as Five Points, graduated last spring as
a theological student, and in another year
would be a minister of the Gospel. To show
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that the same thing could be done in Montreal,
he might tell them that 1 one of the lowest
neighbourhoods here a Sabbath mission school
Lad bLeen established, and though a few months
ago it numbered but fourteen scholars, it had
now an average attendance of from 170 to 200.
Al that was really wanting to be the instru-
ment in bringing about these blessed results
was faith, With faith in man as well as in God
anything could be done. By means of it any
nest of wickedness, any city could be thus
transformed. There was a noble work to be
performed in this city and Province by the
Sabbath-school teacher. The Sabbath-school
should never be perverted from its original
purpose, which was that of a missionary insti-
tution, and one of the best that God had ever
ordained.

Mr. CaMrBeLL, of Galt, inquired whether it
was always advisable to establish mission
schools. There were small places where the
number of the classes for which these schools
were especially meant, were rot sufficiently
numerous. These poor children themselves
felt a diffidence in appearing amongst others
who were so much better clad. How was this
difficulty to be met? Should they be taught
in separate classes ?

The Rev. Mr. CocHraxg, of Brantford, replied
that they ought by no means to be allowed to
le taught in separate classes, for of all places
the Sunday-schiool was une where the rich and
the poor should mecet togethier. But in towns
and cities it was impossible to overtake this class
without resorting to mission schools, just as
they had resorted to mission churches. But
when such a school had been founded, nothing
save persevering weekly visitation of the chil-
dren would for a long time keep it up in atten-
dance, yet the children in the end would
Lecome missionaries to recruit its numbers. A
teacher shonld also establish a prayer-meeting
in the house of the parents of one of the scho-
lars, and by that means the parents might be
brought to a mission church. As to the ques-
tion of clothing, there was no doubt but that
you raust clothe these children less or more,
and any charch secking to start such a school,
must lay its account to give liberally.

The Rev. Mr. Rexwmir, of Dunville, C W,
spoke briefly, and made some most encouraging
statements as to the success of a recent canvass
fur Sabbath-school scholars in Dunrville. where
there was now scarcely a child that did not
attend a Sunday-school.

The Rev. Mr. Cuipraw, of Ohio, was glad
that the delegates had hegan at the beginning,
for, on entering, his ears had been at once
saluted with the sound of appeals for labour in
the Sabbath-school ficld. They everywhere
found children growing up in ignornnce In
the United States one third of the youths were
growing up in ignorance of God and of reli-
gion. He then gave several iustances of the
happy results of these mission schools, and of
their spread by means of those who had been
their former scholars. These poor people must,
he said, be visited in their garrets and in their
cellars, and the labourers in Sabbath-schools
must have faith in God and confidence in hu-
manity, and by that means the, would secure
the Almighty’s blessing upon their work.
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The Rev. Mr. PriLties addressed the meeting,
insisting upon the need in the teachers of a pro-
perspirit, not going forth in their uwn strengtl,
buttrusting to the divine illumination and bless-
ing.
%Ir. Pauwper closed the discussion, and iu
doing so expressed his intense satisfaction with
the tone und speeches of the present meeting,
which he described as a grand missionary one.
He had witnessed brothers Ronar and Bulton
furmerly in New York at the Sabbath-school
work, in which they had been sc arduously and
successfully engaged. He had listened to them
. to night, and was thrilled to hear them aud
! other speakers, men who had a sort of pre-
’ vmptive right to speak on this grand topic. ¢
; then summed up the principal remarks made by
!
f

the previous speakers, especially corroborating
the statements that had been made by Mi.
Bonar as to the extraordinary and delighiful
i results from his furmer mission Sabbath-Schoul
| in New-York. Yet this school had Leen statted
| under such circumstances of peril and opposi-
] tion that it had taken four policemen to keep
i order, and the priest of the neighboring Catho-
» lic Church had formally anathematized all thosc
i who attended and received its instruction.  Mi.
i Pardee then went on tu show how neglected
| Catholic children could be reached, and ilius-
| trated this by & most graphic account of how
; himself and another zealous Sabbath-Schoul
i labourer liad one Sunday morning gone out iuty
i une of the most densely crowded Catholic dis-
. tricts of the city of New-York, and there, undet
| the most adverse circumstances, founded 2
'S;zbbnth-gchool, after others had frequently
failed to do so. In doing this he had to deal
with the lowest, and in one case at least, witl
one of the ficrcest rowdy youths, whom he, in
thus going out into the moral highways n}l«l
hedges, with kindnesg, compelled to come iu.
The story was a wonderful instance of the
power of perseverance, and an excellent
lesson in tactics to those who might be con-
templating to go out in the same way, and
gather in outcasts from our own city. Fifty-
six scholars were in one morning brought to
the school, chiefly by the instrumentality of a
ruffianly Loy, the terror of the ucighbourhood,
and whom Mr. Pardee had just met with on the
street, as the ringleader of a band of youny
Sabbath-breakers. In tlree years there passed
through this school 1,500 scholars, and that
raffianly boy, who from his savage reckless-
ness, had bid fair to pass much of his life in &
prison or end it on the gailows, was now him-
self a founder of mission Sabbath-schiools in a
country part of Connecticut, whither he had
gone to escape old associations and learn a
trade, and whence Mr. Pardee frequently l.lcard
from him, and yet expected to bear of him as
more widely known for good.

WEDXEIDAY MORNING SESSION.

In the absence of the President the Hon.
John McMurrich, one of the Vice-Presidents,
was called to preside.

Mr. Punnies conducted praise and the Chair-
man having read the 2nd chap, of Philippians,
the Rev. Mr. Bell offered up prayer. After brie
addresses, prayer and singing occupied the tim®
| till ten o'clock.




298

L 2]

The Cuamamas announced that the Iev. ;

Dwight Scovel and Rev. A. H. !’am.xclec_hnd {
been appoianted delegates from the New York
Suncay-school Teachiers' Associstion to the
Convention.

The minates of yesterday's proceedings were
read and approved of.

RETENTION OF SENIOR SCHOLARS.

Wias the appointed subject of discussion for
this morning.

The Rev. Mr. Suinzaw of Ohio, opened it by
saring that in t.c States it was the exception
20 go intoa Sabbath-School and find there many
adults. This was a great loss both to the
school and to the individuals, since they lelt
at the very age when instruction could be most
profitably received, and often swent out to as-
sociate with Sabbath-breakers. He then cou-
merated the causes why the scholars left
These were: First, the want of narental
example and fnflucnce, which should hold the
scholar 1o the schonl.  Secondly, want of pro-
gressive instruction adapted to the expanding
mind and increasing capacity of tiac scholar.
This required study and improvement on the
part of the teachrrs, clse the scholars became
tired of attendance from its sameness. Thirdly,
want of practical svmpathy with the scholar, ia
and out of the schoovl. Fourthiy, when the
jastors superintended the schiool, it had 2 ten-
deney 10 retain the scholars and draw them
inta membership with the church.

The Rev. Mr. Surusruasp, of Hamiltan, ac- |
haowledged the difficalty of gelling teachers |
for the most advanced classes.  Bojs in schoul |
dul nat like to be tasghtand goserned by those
of their ownage. Hethought thatif the teachers
came with their lessons beller prepmred, it |
would 0 some extent correct the esil of leaving |

L}
i
!
]
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tac school.  He thought, hetwerer, that men of
agec and experience should be, of passible, obtain-
«d ia the work of teaching. Tlare was nota
safficient manifestation of a spirit of respect
and confidence tovards the scholars of the
more advanced classes from the teachers. Bat
ihe great thing was 1o scek, by all means, the |
onsersion of this class of scholars o God. ,
In answer to & previons question, as towhy did |
nol the young scholars aticad charch as well |
as sablath-schanl, ke said he thonght that if .
jareals wauld bring their children W charch, |
cven when very Foung, the habit of allcndance |
woald be so confirmed that it wasld not be |
diflicalt 1o gel them o charch, although ey
%ad prexvionsly been in schonl,

The Res. Xie. Posaars followed briells.

Mz, Wararar, of Rristol, thoaght thit qacs-
ion mast be met by trying toealist the STmpm.
thies of the catine charch with Sanday-schunly,
v the pastas denamards. The scholars were
not sxfiicieally recognized, nor a persenal sym- |
jaths with wm manifested by teacheds aad |
jasions, ner was the facl of their driftiag axay
frotn the schoels salicieatly realized. §

¥
!
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Rev. Mg Canresd., of Galt, thoaght that the
real canse of the toang wmen leaving the Sab-
hath-schoal nas the prececils of American aad
Canadian intcliced, and the soung powple be-
<oRRIng a8 it were mea and womMmen oo soon. |
Sadeed, he thosght, we mast hare a social )
Jaage Yefore this difcalts coald be mct. It
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would be well, if possible, to utilize this preco-
city by some means.

Mr. McKrxzig, of Hamilton, wanted to know
liow it was that our young men and women had
arrived at this age without having been suffi-
ciently influenced by the school to cause them
to remain there.  He was afraid that it would
be found that most of our thinking young men
became sceptical, and the way to hinder this
was to impress their bearts at an ecarly age in
the school, so that they should not scek after-
wards to leave it.

The Rev., Mr. Cociraxe: said this evil existed,
in England and Scotland, as well as here; and
in the latter cozntry what were called  chasm”
classes had been cstabiished for scholars be-
tween 14 aod 15 years of age. e fully re-
cognized the necessity of a progressive system
of teaching, and suggested some meansof meet-
ing the present want, tocarry the scholars over
from youth to manhood, and nat allow them to
drop out of the sciool, but to go forward to the
church.

The Rev. Dwicar Scovis then addressed the
Convention, drawing attention to the catholi-
city of spirit fostered by the institution of Sab-
bath-schiools, whercin e had been himself for
seven years, and e thought, learned more
theology than in the seminary. Nevertheless,
he had reason, from lhis own experience, to
complain of the too frequent want of sympa-
thiclic intercourse between teacher and scholar.

Tire Rev. H. Pannelre said that he and bis
cao-delegates hiaa come here tolearn in reference
to Sabbath-schosls as they had alreadys learned
to love their Canadian brethren. He believed
that the pastor of every charch should be the
saperintendent of its Sablmth-school, and there
should be a chain of classes therein for all
years from childhood to old age. He thoaghi,
oo, that the Sabbath-school cxcrcises shonld,
in the forcnoon, fullow those of the church.
He also insisted on the intelligence and picts

. of tcachers, and hasing these, he believed .

nould bc comparatively casy for them o retaa
their clder schalars.  Indeed this evil twas
row lessening, and in & very fow years we
shoald not have this question recurring at Sab-

| hath-schma! convenlions. .ot pastors, parents,

and tcachess all do their dals, and this canse
of complaint canld not fail to ceasc.

Mz, Monzr, of Baffale, addressed the Conven-
ton, and afterwards read some cacouraging
siatistics for the State of New Yoark, wherein
there had been, daring the past year, an increase
of more than tca thousand conversions. e
AW nnt agree with Mr. Parmelee a5 1o the pas-
tar being the saperiniendent of his own Sade
ath-school.

Rer. De. Jeskins moved a <ot of thanks o
tke Amernican delegates for their presence.  He
expressed the mtsfaction which the Conveation
kad ia wclcoming them ta its meclings. The
Christian hrethren in the Urited States were,
he considened, fa. in adeance ia the matter of
Sabbath-schools, of cither the Christians of
Gasada or of thate of Britain. He conld a0y,
any more than the delegate from Baffalo con-
sidet that pastors shaald be the superintendents
of their schools.  They tad not the time, nat
alwars, passibly, the exact Rind of ability for
the mork, which, perhaps, some members of
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their congregation had. He would not wish it
to go forth that this convention held that min-
isters should always be tl:eir own schivul super-
intendents.

_The Rev, Dr. Invixg dissented from Dr. Jen-
kins, as to ministers supcrintending their Sab-
batb-schools, and followed with some sugges-
uons as to how to retain the scholars at the
critical agre under consideration.

The Rev. Nir. Scovrr, thought ministers could
not beacquainted with the minutie of Sabbath-
schools,—yet he was virtually, by his office,
Superintendent, though not directly interfering.

Dr. Jexgixs confessed that when the minister
had leisure, and the jroper adaptation, it was
perhaps best that he should be his own Super-
intendent.

The Rev. Dr. Boxar thought that for & mini-
ster to take charge of the school would dwarf
the church.

The Rev. Mr. ManLive considered whatever
might be the name, the winister had in reality
the responsibility for the success of the school.

_The Cuarxuay was happy to find that the
d_xﬂ'crcncc between the late speakers was very
little after ali.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

. Principal Dawsox, president of the Convoca-
tion, baving taken the chair, a hyma was sung,
aud the Rev. Mr. Gundy led in prayer.

REPOXT OF Tik COMVITTER ON THE PRIZE ESSAY.

The subject of the prize cssay was, © The
Sabbath-sclioo] Teachier , His Placcand Power.”
Twenty-six cssays iad been received and ex-
amined. Many of them contained fine thoughts,
but genemally they did not confine themsclves
sufficicntly to the subject. The Committee
were of opinion that the essay received under-
the signature * Didascolos™ should reccive the
prize. In order to call forth a higher order of
talent towards this suliject, the commitice aise
recommended that a higher promium, sag
$200, should be offercd, in ordet to oblain ano-
ther essay on the same subject.

A molion to the cffect that this should be
vg:';md 10 the Exccuilite Commitlee was cai-
ricd.

Qa opening the envelope in which the cseay
was folded it presenicd the name of he aathor
as the Rev. Johin Wood, Braniford, C. W,

The cssay was tUien read by tie Rev. Moo A
N. Gibson.

It was then moved and  scconded, that the
cgsay be printed and included in the report of
e Couvention procecdings, ander the divee-
tion of the Assosiation.—Agreed.

A volcof thanks was also to the
Commitice fot the great iabour which ithad in-
¢urred in reading somany cssays aad reporting
apon them.

The Rev. Nr, Crank the General Secretary,
then nead the first report of the Sabbmth-schion!
Associxtion of Canada. It gave an.acconnt of
the irceplion and carrying ont of the first or
Kiagston Convention in 1837. The Conven-
tion was not repeatxd antil cight years afier-
wands, when, last year, one was heldat Hamil-
ton. The resmit of this Convention was highly
venehicinl, and at it the Agsociation was tho-
ronghly organized.  Tlhe conntys sccrclarics bad
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reported during the past year, but, from va-
rious causes, many of these reports were imper-
fect. County Sabbath-school Conventions had
also been held in a number of counties, and the
day wes anticipated when all of the counties
i would hold such conventions. Thereport com-

plained of the lnck of efficient teachers, aud
called upon those who were competent to come
forward and assist the Association in its work
Statistics of the number of schools, teachers.
and scholars, were given, from which it appea-
red that there bad been & net increase of sche-
lars during the year of 337. There was no
Sunday-school Union, nor person duly author-
zed, tc forward the work of Sabbath-school
union in Canada West.

A number of questions were asked of the
Sccretary by members of the Convention ;
amongst others, the Rev. Mr. Bonar wisked to
know whether it were likely that the work of
the Canada Sunday-school Union, which cen-
tred hiere, could not be extended to Upper Ca-
nada.

The veport was unanimously adopted, and
the thanks of the Convention were given to the
Sccretary therefur.

e . oan A s e %

- e

TUE NEXT CONVENTION.

The next qucstion for consideration was as
to where the next Convention should be held.

The Hon. Mr. McMunricnt moved, and the
Rev. Dr. Caldicott scconded, that the nest
Couvcation Lic hicld at Toronto.

Buth of these gentlemen extended a most
cordaal intitation, ia the name of Toronte, i
the Contention to eet there next yenr, and
the invitation was suppuricd by other dule-
gales;, speahing i the name of the Evase
gelical churches of that city.

The motion was passed unanimonsly.

It was stated that the present Ume of e
sear was most ingontcnicnt for the holding of
the Concention, both on acccunt of familics
being from home, and this being the busicst
season of the jcar fur wholesale morchant..
Had this not been the case, the present Corn-
veation would haee hiad a larger attendance.

Considerable discussion took place as to the
timce of the year for holding the Convention ,
some advoecating Octolnr, and others statang
that October was the busicst scason for the re-
il merchants, whilst othera again held thai
Septomber was the most  convenicnt monih.—
Jaly and Junc were proposed, hut these montls
wouid not suit the fanmers.

It was finally carsied that the next Convene
tion shosld be beld next awtumn , the tims to
e fixed by the Exvendive Commitice, the Com-
mittce 20 be ealarged €o as to include x consi-
derable numbcr of Totonto members.

A discassion then look place on a saljecl
arising owt of the repert which had lately been
read, namely, the exicnsion of Sanday-schools
in Upper Canada.

Mr. Caxrnoy, of Woodstack, moved that this
aggociation recommend e cmployment  of
some azent ia e Upgret Protince,

Ar. Keawoss, of Trar, gave a short accow 1
of a Sablath-school exiension planm, for a long
time back in operatinn in his connty, amd which
al an cconomical rate reacked cvesy (ant.

The Rev. Me. Bosag said this plan, as jost
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explained, would not answer in a thinly settlea
country like Canada. What he wanted to see
was one streng society for the whole of Canada
10 extend theSabbath-school work. He thought
he could pledge the Canada Sunday-school
Union to lend all the belp in their power to
their friends of Western Canada. Anyhow, he
should like to see Western Canada do some-
thing of its own in this direction.

The Rev. Mr McKinuicay, agent of the Ca-
nada Sunday-School Union, then, by request,
gave some account of Sunday-school operations
in the contemplated ficld, wherein, he said,
there were required not merely one agcm,.hm
ten. The want of amissionary agent was griev-
ously felt in some localities, which he named,
aud where they had never heard the name of 2
Sunday-schaol. There should bea Canada Sun-
day-school Union for the whole of Canada.

The Rev. Dr. Wikes called attention to
the lumbermen, and thought that the gospel
might and ought to be carricd to them by means
of Sunday-classes 10 be established amongst
1hem, when in the woods in winter, and which
they could attend, as they were idle during
the Sabbath.

The Rev. Dr. Cuintaw, travelling agent of
the American Sunday-School Union, related
some cxperiences of his own, showing the
urgent need of there being some travelling
agent for the establizhing of Sabbath-schools
in out-of-the-way and destitute places. .

A very lengthy discussion then ensued, in
which a varicty of opinions were advocated
relative to the above subject ; all, however,
agrecing in the need of something being done
for the spread of schools to those districts where
they did not already exist, particularly in Wes-
tern Ganada.  Somc members thoughtit would
e sufficient for the present if the county
organizations were completed and cificiently
worked, but the majority scemed to think other-
wise. The following was at length agreed to:—

Moved by R. Caxenoy, scconded by the Rev,
J. A. R Dicgson,—

# That this Gonvocation recommends to the
T. tecutive Committee of the Association duly
0 consider the importance of taking means
that would Icad to the cmployment of a Sun-
3av-school missionary or wissionarics 1o visit
destitute districts of Western Canada, with &
view to the establiskment of Sunday-schools,
and toscek fo provide the means for the same.™

The benediction was thien pronounced, and
i meeling separated.

EVEXING SESSToN.

The attendance was the largest yet during
the sillings of the Convention. The subject
10 be considered was of the most intersting
nature; ard the reputation of the principal
gyeaker, or rather illustrator, Mr. Pardee, con-
tributed towards the spirit of  expectation
which evidentlr filled the awdicnce from the
commencenent.

Principal Dawsoy presided, and, after deveo-
tional cxerciscs, introduced the topic of the
evening in = fow bricf words L.

The Rev. Mr. McVicar began by saying it
was ote of the Mol impotiant that had ocek-

picd the altention of the Convention.  IF neg- |

———— — -
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Sabbath-school, it must be owing $o the remiss-
ness of those engaged in the Sabbath-school
work ; and if the advanced scholars were not
retained in the schools, let them look for the
reason in the sune direction. The responsi-
bility thus lying where he had indicated, it
followed that the work of training teachers
must be one of the utmost importance. He as-
sumed, then, that they twere all agreed upon
the necessity of organizing teachers' training
classes, and the questivn therefore was, ¢ How
were these classes to be formed 7 and by whom
were they to be organized?” The reply to
these questions was, pastors, deacons and
oflicial members of churches generally, must
take part in this work. No doubt, ditficulties
would be found in the way, and amongst these
might be, that some teachers would think that
they did not need improvement in their mode
of communicating instruction, nor their stores
of information to be cnlarged ; and, certainly,
unless pastors and office-bearers would con-
sent, at least for a while, to come down from
their high pedestals of rowtine, as it were, and
give such instruction to the present teachers,
it would be next to impossible to organize
these teachiers’ training classes.  Such were
already organized in Scotland, but nothing of
the kind yet existed in Canada. He would
ask, then; by whom were these classes to be
taught? By laymen, if possible. ILet the
cducated professional men and merchants, who
were members of churches, come forward at
this junctuare and assist; and, even with this
aid, it was probable that in the beginning it
wonld be needful for pastors to throw them-
sclves into the work.  Another question was,
Houw were these classes to be taught?  Through
the medium of God's word, and in the spirit off
praver, and with the assistance of judiciously
wrilten books in the form of commentarics,
&c.  The usc of the black-board, and the pos-
session of proper class-rooms, something like
those in colleges and seminarics, wounld also
be amongst the futlure appliances. Mortover,
the person teaching the members of these
classes should teach them in the same manner
in which it was expected the members them-
sclves should teach their own scholars.  All
knew thie power of example; therefore, in this
teaching, o gaod example of the modeof teack-
ing ought to be set.  There was a difficulty on
two hands. There was a danger lesy, in the
infant classes, the teaching should not be
cmotional crough, and in the advanced classes
there was the chance of » want of sufiicient
amount of scriptural and general information.
He feared that it wonld require several years
to bring these tmaining clagses 10 2 state of
cficieacy; what, then, was to be their sub-
stitute in the meantime?  Bible classes, which
tnight be made a sort of trining classes. The
studenls in these classes would require 1o have
instractors well acquainted with the points of
theological doult of the pregent day, and the
answers theretlo; for it was oo trie that the
young menin this generation were, as hiad been
agseried, more or less affected with seeplicism,
and were not Lo be answered with wiere com-
monplaces.

The Rev. Dr. CannicosT, of Toronte, said

Iected children were not gathered into the * the question of classes for teachers was one of
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great importance to Sabbath-schools. Great
sums were spent in educating men for profes-
sions and for teachers of secular schools, vet
the work which these had to do was not of
equal importance to thatof the Sabbath-schon]
weacher.  Nothing sbhould be thought too much
towards the educating of these latter for their
work, for he believed that the Sunday-schooi
was yet to be the Church's right-hand for the
conversion of the world. The churches at
preseat found it very difficult to obtain persons
10 instruct othiers in the art of teaching Sab-
bath scholars.  Such an instructor would give
10 the teachers under his charge clear views of
the Lible doctrines, its geography, &c., but
hLis greatest aim would be to give them a clear
jdea of the plan of satvation. e would en-
deavour to form aright their siyle of teaching,
would furnish them with books upon that sub-
jeet, and indnce them to attend these conven-
Uons. Much depended on 2 hanpy method in
teaching.

Mr. Panpez then addressed the meeting,
jlustrating a portion of his remarks by means
of the black-hoard, now beginning to be used
in Sabbath-schools, as it has long Leen in day-
schools. 1le said the great inquiry now was
25 to the best mode of Sabbath-school teaching.
The present class of teachers had never had
any special instruction in their duties, which
involved the practice of an art the most im-
portant. ‘Teaching was an arZ, and though an
individual might have picty, and stores of
general Scriptural knowledge, he might yet be
bat a poor teacker.  Nor had it hitherto heen
casy to hazve a much better state of things in
1his respecy, for want of proper books on the
subject of teaching. Al this, however, was
altered mow. A great varicty of text-books,
and works of extmordinary excelience on the
art of Sabbath-school teaching in its different
branchies hiad years ago beea published in
England, and were at length beginning to be
known and used in the United Siates, where
tiey were far behind in this respeet. These
books covered the whole ground, and were to
bie not merely rend, but studied.  Someof these

works were perfect gems in their way; and §

many of them excited admismtion for them-
sclves, and love and respeet fur their authors.
He 121 written to onc of the latter, Mr., Fitch,
whio was at the head of the coliege in T.ondon
for the training of teachers. le hiad written
o him 0 inquire fur.ber about the *#art of
questioning,” which that gentleman, in one of
his schoel lectures, declared that they had
mastered.  In reply, Mr. Fitch seat him, along
with copies of various cducational works ol
bhe London Sabbathi-schiool Union, severl in-
valuable rules in teference to this same art of
questioning.  They were in cffect as follows <
1st. Never teach what you do net quite un-
derstand.  2nd. Never lell » child what yon
could nat make thechild tell you. 3rd. Never
give information without asking for it again—
weapitulate.  dth. Never use a hiard word if
an casy oac will do, and don’tuse & word with-
out an idea ; never make uge of fine langunge
to achild. 5. Never begin an address with-
Qata clear view of its end.  Gth. Never give
an uancctssUy command, nor one you don't
mean lo have obeyed. Tth. Never permit a
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child to remain in your class for a minnte with-
out something tv do, and 2 motive to do it. In
London there were no less than 13 or 14 train-
ing schools for teachers in operation last winter.
Hewas happy to say, however, that these training
schools or institutes were spreading in the
1 Western States ; and the same spirit which had
heen shown in Britain for these ten years had,
y for the last two, prevailed over the borders,
} where the subject of the training of teachers
and the best modes of teaching was a matter of
earnest discussion and inguiry. It was there
found that the forming of mere Bible classes
was not suflicient.

He then showed why different teachers failed,
| and stated that the object of a teachers’ meet-
1 ing should be, to help each teacher to teach
t better the lesson of the next sabbath. In doing
| so, the best thoughts of the lesson should be
+ brought out. Thebestillustrations of the week's
’ lesson shonld be required; and examples of
i
!
H
{
|
i

teaching, or a model lesson given, in which
great simplicity should be found. At these
meetings there should be also an inqguiry as
to the attendanceat the classes.  How to teach
and what to teach, were the great questions to
be answered.  Object teaching wasnow becom-
ing promment amongst the wmeans of imparting
kuowledge, and deawing forth the information
and ideas acqwred in the school. 1t might be
defined as bemng the bringing to bear the two
orgaus,—the cye andld the ear.  This was done
¢ after the flood m the Jewisk cercmonial, and at
1 2 later pesiod, Christ wits an object teacher of
y Whe highest order.  The very institution of the
¢ Lord's supper was in itself an object lesson
{ wader the forms of bread and wine ; and our
{ Saviour during the whole of his divine teach-
; ings constantly referred to surronnding objects,
} @S those conuceted with tie callings of those
{ whom he was addressing.  Mr. Pardee then, by
i weans of the black-board, illustrated what he
{ weant.  Mauy of the illustrations lic used, were
very striking; and ther great use in ascertain-
ing how much the children retained of their
{ lessong, as well as fixing itfaster in the memory,
¢ was made cvident.  In the Sunday-school the
great central thought of the day ought to he
i placed upon the board, and nothing should be
; donc to divert the mind from the lesson of the
i day, the great thing to be done being to goasp
j the divincidea in the lesson or chapter. Actual
{ examples of this were given, wherein the lead-
ing idea having been discovered it was cm-
bodied in one or two wordy, and these words
written upon the black-board, and questions,
} perlinent o these 1ypical words asked of the
‘ scholars, whoseanswers often shiowed an aston-
{ ishing shrewdacss and amount of moral per-
3 ception, besides knowledge of the Bible and the
1 spititof its tenchings.  The examples given by
i Mr. Pardec on the board were humerons aund
; deeply interessing, and occupied much of the
{ tme allotted him to speak, embracing a vast
+ amount of information, crowded into one brief
- exposition of ke best modes of Sabbath-schiool
teaching.

Mr. Rxutoae, of Troy, in a brief adidress, urged
upon the delegates nat to let deop what they
hiad justhientd and seen, buy, on returning homr,

y b2 setabout the cstablishing of training Insti-
¢ tates in their sespective countics.  Healso ac-
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knowledged the great value of these Conven-
tions, advising others to attend them, and char-
acterized them as grand Suanday-schoul ex- |
chunges, whereat there could Le exchange of |
thought on one of the most important of sub-
jects.

The president befure closing the proceedings .
made a few appropriate observativns of a con-
gratulutory nature, concluding by saying, that
at the bottom of the whole of this matter of the
cficient Sabbath-schoul teacher were three great
requisites ; namely, the grace uf God 1n the heart,
the having been tramed in a goud school for
teachers, or by some means cquivalent thereto,
and a natural gift of teaching. With this na-
tural gift it was surpnsing what cfficiency
conld be manifested by persons otherwiscimper- |
tectly prepared.  But, unfortunately, these per-
sons were often exceedingly diffident, and were |
r:ot aware of the gift that was 1n them. i

The meeting was closed by the singing of a
hymn and the pronouncing of the benediction.

MEETING OF THE SCHOLARS AND TEACHERS.

On Thursday at three oclock, in connection
with the Convention, o public mecting was
sield in the Wesleyan Church, Great St James
street.  The body of the building and galleries
were densely crowded with Sabbath-school
children and their parents and friends, whilst |
the pulpit and neighbourheod of the communion |
table was occupicd by delegates. many of .
whom were also scatiered over other jarts of
the church.

The President of the Convent'on, Principal |
Davson, presided. i

The proceedings were then opened with sing- |
ing. followed by prayer frem the Rev. Mr. Ward- ‘

¢
1
i

robe.

J. H. Ksrroce, of Troy, addiessed the child-
<dren, enforcing the necessity of having the
tree of relygion planted 1n their hearts, to bring
torth the fruits of love, obedience, sympathy, |
charity. and sclf-denial. He also earuestly and
affectionately warned them agaust the danger |
of the worm of sin being perimitied tocat at the .
root of the tree, and so cause it to wither and
perish.

The Rev,
a bricf address, takmg ashis theme, the words
from the 3rd EpistlcofJohn ** 1 have no greater
105 than to kear that wmy chdddren walk wn truth.”
He explained what was te be understood by
walking n trath, and introduced, accompanicd,
and closcd Ins address with anccdotes and
allugsions both beauuful and impressive, and
teading to fix the wholc upon the memorics of
Ins youthful hsteners.

The Rev. Mr. Bolton, of Mew York, followed.
ths address was siudded with a <cries of short
and homely anccdotes, that illustrated his mean- |
ing, and was evidenily much relished by the
children. Yo, though the ancedotes had adash
of the humorous in them, the address was
serious, s scope being toinceuleate watchfulness
aganst the temptations of Satan, who would he
as busv for evil in the yonng hearts of bhis
heavers as he ofien was with thase of their
clders.

The Rev, Mr, Scruernaxn, though not donbt-
g, as hie pleagantly saud, s ability to give a
satisfactory address on the present occasion

Mr. Marning. of Toroato, delivered
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would, since the time 27'olwed for the meeting
was almost expired, make way for the last
speaker on the programme, Mr. Chidlasw.

The Rev. Mr. CuipLaw, of Obio, and Agent
to the American Sunday-School Union, then
delivered a stirring address. Like the addresses
of the speakers who had preceded him, they were
to some extent, anccdotal in form, and drawn
fruom his experience in the military hospitals
during the late war in the United States. In
these places he bhad met with wounded and
dying svldiers, who still retained, along with
their military accoutrements, the copy of the
Word of God given to them years before in the
Sabbath-School.

Mr. Chidlaw also took the opportunity of
putting to the clildren a number of questions,
arnising out of his remacks, theanswers to which
were generally given promptly and aright.

The singing, led by Mr. Phillips, formed a
pleasing feature of the meeting.

THURSDAY MORNING SESSION.

Mr. Ngtsoy, one of the vice-presidents, occn-
pied the chair, and, as usual, the first hour was
occupied with devotional exercises, fullowed
by brief addresses and prayer.

SINGING.

The first subject for discussion was, © Sing-
ing,” to be opened by Mr. Phillips.

Mg. Puiiirs said cach one would do some
part of the work in Sunday-schools. He found
that he couid help the music along the best.
Music was now & most important part of Sab-
hath-school excrcise. There were two kinds of
music. One was the artistic kind, not very
casily appreciated by the musicalliy uneducated;
and then there was the more simple congrega-
tional singing, which went directly to the heart,
and lifted the listener from carth to hes-en
Every Sunday-schosl ought to have organized
along with it & weekly singing meeting.

The delegates were then invited to come for-
ward to the front, and a sort of singing meei-
ing was at once improvised. A number of
passages of Scripture, inculcating the cxercise

' of singing in the worship of God, were recited

aloud by those present, followed to the same

" cffect twith singing by Mr. Phillips. A solo,

sacred song or chant, was then sung by Mr.
Phillips, with & response by the delegates

This was given with an cflcct almost overpower-
ing. M. Phillips laid it down as a rale that
all singing should he calculated to be interest-
ing iuspiring, and profitable, and always in
heeping twith the subject of meditation or in-
struction then in the sckool. A number of
questions, with the answers thereto, taken
from Mr. Phillips hymn-book, were repeated,
with a running commentary thereon by that
gentieman, aund occasioned a short aad lively
discussion, and, in answer to questions, elicited
some useful practical suggestions. The sense
of the meeting scemed 10 be unanimous, as to the
importance of singing in the Sabbath-school,
bat anytling approaching to & mere learaing of
the tancs ou these occasions was carnestly
deprecated by several delegates. notably by the
Rev. Mr. Bouar and the Rev. Dr. Irvine.  Any-
thing of this kind was, however, disclaimed by
Mr. I'hillips, who would confine the learning
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t «the singing-class
week.

The examples of singing by Mr. Phillips, were
then proceeded with, along with a response
from the delegates, the response being given
with great beartiness.

A lesson was then given on the mode of learu-
ing a new song, as practised with young
scholars. This was done by Mr. Phillips sing-
ing a line at a time, the same being instantly
taken up by those present. The progress made
by Ar. Phillips's adult pupils by this mode.was
astonishing, it being apparently possible to
learn almost any sacred air in five minutes by
this method. Two lines at a time were then
taken with equal success, and afterwards the
whole verse, the whole going with a swing
and precision, showing how tully the puyils
bad learned their five minutes’ lesson, which
gave them full possession of & new tune, as
well as having been a most inspiring exercise.

An interesting little boy a son of Mr. Phillips,
then sang ‘¢ Come to Jesus,” the silvery tones
of his infant voice being beautifully modulated.

Anpother picee, ¢ We will gather at the Ri-
ver,” concluded this part of the morning’s pro-
ceedings, which, by those having music in their
souls—and all present secemed to have itlarge-
jy—will not soon be forgotten.

The Rev. Dr. WiLkes then read an essay in
reference to Sunday-scliools and their teach-
ing. The essay was historical, and cminently
practical.

The thanks of the Convention were tender-
cd to Dr. Wilkes for the excellent essay which
he had just read. It was also moved and car-
ricd unanimously that the Executive Committee
be recommended to have it printed in conjunc-
tion with the Prize Essay and the Report of the
proceedings of Convention.

The matter of singing was again taken up,
and Dr. Vermiilye, one of the delegates from
the United States, gave some striking incidents,
from the late war, of conversions amongst sol-
diers incidentally owing to impressions left on
their minds by the singing in Sabbath-schools
which they had attended in youth.

The Rev. Mr. Cuntaw followed, and gave
some of his experiences in conncclion with the
devotional singing by the soldiers during the
the war.

Mr. Parpes took the opportunity of supple-
menting some remarks on singing by the infant
classes in Sunday-schools, which he had offer-
cd yesterday afternoon in the females' meeting
in the lecture-room. The pith of his remarks
was, that any subject brought before the notice
of the children, might be applied with still
greater force to their impressionable minds
by singing verses, apposite thereto.

The sitting was closed by singing and the
benediction.

mecting during  the

CLOSING MEETING.

The procecdings of the convention were
brought to » close with a festival held in the
Tecture-room of Zion church, followed by a
public mecting in the church itself. Thedelegates
and a large number of friends partook of refresh-
ments together, after which, au cight o'clock,
3_!;;:_‘;3 adjourned to the chiurch, which was well
Silled.

— ———— ——— V- o

——————

333

Principal Dawson presided, and the meeting,
was opened with a hymn, by Mr. Phillips,
and prayer by the Rev. Dr.Taslor

The Rev. Mr. Strnenruaap, Canadian delegate
to the late New Yurk State Sabbgih-school Con-
vention, held at Utiea, gave a rapid and conden-
sed account of several things which more
particulurly struck Lim during his visit to that
Convention. First, the reception of the dele-
gales was most cordial, and the proceedings of
the Convention were of the most interesting
and profitable chiaracter. He wasalso impressed
with the extraordinary number of delegates,
some ten or twelve Lundred, from all parts of
the States.

He was likewise impressed Ly the large propor-
tion of Jaymen who took part in the discussions,
and he thought that we in Canada might profit
by that example. Many of the leading men in
the States, both civil and military, toock a part
in Sablath-school work. He was struck, too,
with the completeness of the statistical returns,
and most favorably impressed with the almost
complete obliteration of denominational and
party lines. But one feature above all had im-
pressed Lim, namely, the announcement that
cighteen thousand New York State Sabbath-
schgol scholars had that year been converted to
God.

The Presipest then said he would call upon
oune, or as many as chiose, of their American
friends present to s peak of this, their return
visit to the Montreal Coavention, now about v
close.

Nr. KsuLoGe, of Teoy, said these words at
parting were the hardest, he had had to speak
during the whole time of the Convention. e
cxpressed his own and his brethren’s sense of
the hospitality with which they had been
received in Montreal. The leading thoughtto be
gathered from this Cunvention was e nestness.
The world and Satan were in carnest, and we
should also be so. The guiding motive of all
should be to give cverything to Christ, for as
the shades of night were now falling upon that
benutiful building, so the shades of death would
come upon themselves, Would it find them
prepared, and ready torender their account, say-
ing, ** here, Lord, am T and the children whose
hiearts thou hast given me ?°

The Rev. Dr Versinuyve, of New York, said
they had found the Canadian delegates good
Cliristian men, and likewise good union men.
He encouraged the Convention to perseverance,
and not to complain too much at its outset at
comparatively small results. His address,
which was valedictory, though brief, was
solemn, and anticipated the day when all those
now cmincent for their zeal and talents in the
Sabbath-school cause should meet above ; and
when it should be said to them, * inasmuch as
ye did it unto one of the least of these, ye did
it unto me.”?

The Rev. Mr. Scovel, enumerated some of the
benefits from  attending these Conventions,
which he characterized as revieals of pure and
undefiled religion.  Their motto should be
Eanvestarss. He thanked them from his heart
for the cordial welcome he and his Americau
co-delegates had received.

The Rev. Mr. PanmeLeg expressed how the
heart of bimself and brother American delega-
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tes were druwn out towards the hearts of their
Canadian brethren, and spoke of the uniting
effect of the Sunday-schoul work. e alluded
to the cssential oneness of the Christian work
and spirit on both sides of the line, and decla-
red that he had not been prepared to find us so
far advanced in this work as we were. The
American delegates would long remember the
large-hearted men they had met with here,and
haved to see them amongst themscives next
year.

Mr. WiLLiaxs, of Utica, in offering a few fare-
well remarks, ascribed, under Gud, the extraor-
dimary gathering into Christ's fuld, during the
last year, from the Sunday-schouls, to a resvlu-
tion come to at the previous convention held
at Syracuse,—to pray for the conversion of
every Sunday-school scholar during the next
vear.

" The Rev. Mr. BorTox and the Rev. Mr. Cuip-
Law delivered effective and feeling valedictury
addresees, and a symperthetic and encouraging
letter was read from Rev. Dr. Tyng, who had
Leen prevented from being at the Convention.

The PresibesT then said it was expected that
e should undertake the difficult task of res-
ponding on behalf of the Canada Sunday-
~chool Union to the flood of eloquence which
their \merican visitors had poured out. Ie
waunld, however, confine himself to one thought
which had been prominently brought before
them during the Convention, namely, Union.

Ergland and America, were, despite of their |

avparent differences, in reality onc country,
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cut off from their native land, yet if they counld
have scen their descendants of the present
day, with all their means of personal and spiri-
tua! communication, they would not have con-
sidered themselves as exiles. The people of
God were essentially one everywhere ; and
herein was no distinction between the old
monarchy and the new Republic.

He also recommended all who had been pre-
sent to treasure up in their minds the good
things they had heard from their American
friends about the art of teaching. IHe frankly
expressed the great obligations we were under
to them, and trusted that they might be repaid
in themselves. A1l who had been at the Con-
vention had thereby had some responsibility
laid upon them, and if they did not do some-
thing in return they would only lay upon
themselves a load of guilt.

A vote of thanks was then passed 10 the
Railway and Steamboat Companies for having
granted passes to the delegates.

A vote of thanks was also passed to the
trustees of Zion and Great St. James street
churches for the use of these buildings by the
Convention.

A vote of thanks was also passed to friends
in Montreal, for the kind manner in which the
delegates had been received and entertained
by them, and for the efforts which had been
made to make this Convention successful.

A parting hymn was then sung, and the be-
nediction, pronounced by the Rev. Mr. Walker ;

" and the public proceedings of the Convention
and although the Puritan settlers might have felt | terminated.

Arhicles Selected.

CHRISTIAN WORK IN A LONDON

REFUGE.

»v’*fz“*-/ .
2.)”.‘.:(}‘(31: HE refuge in QueenStieet is the
"'\\él“im 3t scene; a wet, coid night,
AT CdL = succeeding a miserable day,
R is the season. Mr. Williams,

the sceretary, who founded this

refuge years ago, and moulded it
in concert with devoted Christinn
geutlemen, whose names 1 doubt

Life, has been distinguished
for his rarc success mmong oul-
cast boys, as well as in stimulaiing the
bounteous gifts of those whom
blessed with willing-hearteduess and wealth
together.  Large and varicd have been ‘he
results, as 1 shall indicate afterwards; but,
meanwhile, what led to the supper-party?
Why, partly the revelations of the gentleman
who for the oceasion put on the garb of the
« Casual,” and cndured a whole night's priva-
tions and inflictions, and who bad his attempts
to sleep marred by two juvenile casuals, one of
whom was the future shoemaking pupil at Queen
Street; and pardy also from the revived con-
victions of Mr. Williams and his coadjuters in
their minds, that outcast boy's without were far
more numerous than those witkin all the various

not arc written in the Book of -

God has

refuges of London put together, The difficulty
of reaching these waifs and wanderers was
attempled to be overcome by special printed
invitations to the homeless boys of London,
under sixteen years of age, to a supper, and to
receive money for a2 night's lodging. These
invitations were distributed on Wednesday,
February 14, They were scattered amoung the
lowest haunts of the poor: they were given to
crossing-sweepers; they were sent to casual
wards and other places of resort; and in the
event of acceptance, personal application was
10 be made at the refuge, Great Queen Street,
Lincelu's Inn Ficlds, before the evening, for
tickets of wimission: 144 youths obtained
tickets.

Jntecedents—The names of the boys who
accepted the invitation were taken down, as weil
as the following painful and most affecting de-
tails :—

Their ages werc—

3 under 10 years; 5 under 11; 10 under 12:
i+ under 13; 38 under 14; 4§ under 155 26

* under 16.

On questioning than as to birthplace and
parentage, it was ascertained that—

a2 were born in London, 33 were born in the
country, 17 birthplace not known. 2 born in
forcign parts, 16 futher living, motber dead ;33
mother living, fnther dead ; 6 fatherand mother
living ; §7 father and mother dead.
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On ingquiry respecting their homes, and where
1hey slept on the preceding night, it appeared
that—

32 slept in Casual Wards, 36 in Refuges, 8
in Lodging-houses, 6 in Covent Garden, 3 in
Poutery Kilns, 2 in Sewers, 5 in Loft, Shed, &c.
and 1 slept in a crevasse of Blackfriars’ Bridge,
1 walked about all night; 18 without home
under 3 months; 17 do. do. 6 months; 17 do.
do. 9 months ; 13 do. do. 12 months ; 24 do. do.
1% months, 7 do. do. 21 months; 12 do. de.
35 months; 11 do. do. 48 months; 6 do. do. 60
months; 5 more than ¢0 months; 4 indefinite,
of whom one was “ always ¥ without & home,
born in a workhouse.

Their moral character, so far asimprisonment
could indicate it, was shown by—

130 never having been in prison, 12 in pri-
son for dishonesty once, 2 in prison for dis-
honesty twice.

Three-fourths of the 130 who attended were
found to be forlorn and wreiched, squalid and
half-naked Many were quite barefooted.
Questions were put and answered variously,
thus :—¢ How do you get your living 2" « |
sclls fusees and begs” ¢ I holds horses.” 1
carry parcets.” “ Oh, I do anything.” ¢ Have
you any parents?* ¢ No," or * Yes” ¢ but |
don't know where they are;” “ I've & mother,
and she drinks, and she’s on the streets, like
me;? and so on.

Eager was the expectation as to supper after
the poor little fellows came in out of the rain
and took their seats. Their behaviour was
good ; some of them were noticed trying to
cleanse their fiaces by scrubbing them with their
damp caps.

Atlast the * waiters ” placed the first half
of the supper on the tables. Be it here observed
that the shoemakers’ and carpenters’ shops
were cleared out, and made ready for this
unique supper-party.  First of all, halfz pound
of good roast-beef and 2 large roll were placed
befure each guest, and were quickly disposed
of : then came a pint of coffee, with a pound
of excellent prum-pudding.  These good things
were served cut under the superintendence of

l
|
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i
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the master and matron, and esjoyment was -

mingled with wonder on the part of some, and
of real gratitude in the case of others.

It Bad been expected that at least 109 would
have received and accepted the invitation to
supper, while only about onc-third did so.
When those who came were nsked the reason
of the small attendance, one said, ® They won't
come ‘cos it would be lots of jaw” (speech-
making, or good advice) “ and nuffin to cat;”
another said, ** Becos they don't like bobbies
(policemen} askin® questions; and a third said,
*"Cos they knowed jolly well what a sell it
would be, and they wouldn't be fooled.” The
suspicion and want of confidence here indicated
are casily accounted for.  Thesc children never

Kuew what disinterested kindness was; and

Christianity, if it bad accasionally been brought
up before therr thoughts, had not been of that
dirine pattern sei by ITim who, while He yearn-
cd over the sonls, and sought above all things
to woo and win to Himself the < sheep without
a Shepherd,” yet frowned on the disciples who
aid, “ Send them away.” and answered, ¥ Give
re thom to ea,” and then Himself supplicd the
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necessitiesof the famishing throng. Now, thank
God! this belief of the vuteasts ot the streetsn
“ jaw” without bread for the hungry, or money
for the unsheltered and unlodged, has been
scattered to the winds. When the nextinvita-
tions are sent out, depend upon it, their know-
ledge of the “ grand supper and four real
penuties” will be a talisman of irresistible attrac.
tion.

Results.—0On the day of my visit to Queen
Street Refuge, 1 found, as already stated, that
fifty-four of the boys who had purtaken of the
supper bad presented themselves to the master,
had been tahen in, and were, as [ myself wit-
nessed, happy and busy in their respective and
chusen trades. Since then many other boys have
been received.

We have now to record that greater resalts
than thuse already narrated are about to be
achieved ; for, immediately after the famous
supper, there was a general adjournment to the
great roum of the refuge up-stairs, and Lord
Shaftesbury addressed a series of interrogator-
ies to the buys who had been feasted thateven-
ing. “Let all those boys that have ever been
in prison hold up their hands, said Lord
Shaftesbury.  From twenty to thirty held up
their hands.  Then, *t Let those who have been
in prisun twice hold up their hands.” About
ten didso. ‘‘Iow many in prison three times?
Five hands were upraised.  *1Is it the case,
that most of you boys are running about the
town all day, and sleeping about the town
where you can at night? ¢ Yes,” was the
general response. ¢ Supposing,” said Lord
Shaftesbhury, ¢ that there were a big ship large
enough to contain a thousand boys, would you
like to be put on board to be taught trades, or
trained for the navy and merchant service ?”
A forest of hands was raised. Do you think
that as many more boys out of the streets
would say the same 27 Answer, * We do.”

¢ There had never been anything,” says the
¢ Ragged School Magazine, * more touching in
the way of benevolent experience than the ear-
nestness of those shouts, and the eager looks
with which they were accompanied. On more
than one fice among the visitors tears were to
b seen, and those mostsiecled to spectacles of
human misery evinced, by the twitching of their
muscles, the struggle it cost them to maintain
some appearance of sang-froid. DBut what a
case it is for us to consider ? What a case, for
cxample, for the citizens of London; for the
wise and good everywhere ; for those especially
who profess to be guided by religious principles,
and to be actuated by benevolent motives!
The streets are the great preparatory schools for
the jails, and society pays more for this sort of
education than it would cost to remove by
farce the whole of these unbappy pupils, and
Keep them in idleness for the rest of their
days.

“ There can be no daoubt that the greater
part of the javenile vagrants of the metropolis
cotld be reclaimed, and that such a work of
mercy would bear temporal fruit, as well as thaz
higher and holicer fruit which it is the chief ob-
ject of the philan hropist to cultivate. Already

, at the Bloomsbury Refuge, shelier, food, and

teaching are given to abueut 100 desolate boyvs;
and if the public would furnish the neceded
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funds, hundreds might be provided for,and the
streets of London might be clean swept of its
child waifs and strays, which, after all, are
theirgreatest scandal, because in a certain sense,
this class has not chusen its lot, butis the crea-
tion of peculiar circumstances.”

“ The army and navy would,” adds the writer,
« absorb all the able-bodied lads that could be
gathered up from the streets, and be made
amenable to proper teaching.” This leads ug
10 notice.

The ¢ Buig Ship” Proposal —The anniversary
meeting of the Blovmsbury Refuges was held at
Willis's Rooms on the 18th of April last. The
clean and healthy appearance of the refuge
children who were brought to the meeting gave
great satisfaction. Lurd Shaftesbary brought
before the audience the importance of having a
ship moored in the Thames for the purpose of
receiving not less than 400 boys. He stated that
a ship could be obtained and keptupat much
less expense than a house capable of accommoda-
ting the same number, and in the ship might

always be found a number of well-discip-
lined lads, well fitted to take service in the
imerchant marine service, or in Ier Majesty's
Havy,

«’It so happens,” said the speaker, ¢ that
many poor lads have a great partiality for the
sea; those in the Queen Street Refuge seem to
have a positive aflinity for it.  What is nceded
thea is, the ship in which they may be well
trained. It wounld cost agreat deal of money ;
but even in & commercial aspect its purchase
would effect 2 good return in the limitit would
set to erime, when the juvenile population were
better cared for. I know that there are many
calls upon the charitable at all times, but [
appeal for help in this matter upon political
and social, upon religious and Christian in-
terests” A gentleman present expressed his
conviction that the new movement at Queen
Street was the nucleus of a great national un-
dertaking, that would one day embrace the des-
utnuon of the country at large; and Judge
Payne urged liberal support to reformatories,
masmuch as thus a considerable amount of
crime and violence would be done away by it.
The subscriptions obtained at the meeting, and
the collection made, mimounted to about £3500,

While the Lords of the Admiralty have pro-
mised to give a fifty-gun frigate to brused asa
training-ship, £3000 at the least will be requir-
ed for fitting up and furnishing the vessel for
the reception of the boys, and another L1000 i
must be expended on the © Country Home.” A
sum of several thousand pounds will be needed '
for carrying out the designs of the training-ship.
When this Home and the ¢ Country Home™ are
in full operation, there will be, with the present
refuge in Great Queen Street, at least 400 of
these houseless boys undersuch education and |
thorough training as shall fit them to become |
useful members of the community.

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

THE SCOT AT HOME—THE SCOTTISH
KIRK.
(From the Cornhill Magazine for Jugust.)

The Scot abroad is tolerant and libera). He
can find beauty in a liturgy and devotionnl
inspiration in an organ; and, above all, Le
learns how to take such questions quietly, and
not to tease himself or his neighbours about
Erastianism, Prelacy, Forms of Prayer, Patro-
nage, the Aberdeen Acy, the Sabbath question,
and so forth. But in Scotland, partly owing
to the fact that the big scale of her dissent has
over pursoned her, there is a vast deal too much
ccclesiasticul agitation of every kind, Whey
was the position of Titus in Crete ; whether
the epscopus of the Gospel was superior in rank
to the presbyteros, or was only a presbytervs
doing a particular duty ; did the ancient Church
stand to pray and sit to sing; are organs for-
bidden, or only matters of choice possibly
mischievous ?—such questions as these are
discussed habitually in Scottish newspapers
for the delight of the Scot at Home. The organ
question, for instance,~—surely a very foolish
one when we rememb2r that the Presbyterian
Chuch of Holland has some of the finest organs
in Europe,—excites as much interest in Scot-
land as a Reform Bill or a European war, The
cvils of this undue wrangling are many. It
exasperates differences already incurable Le-
tween sect and sect; and within the bosoms of
the sects themselves. It draws away energy
which cught to be levelled at the real evils o
the couatry,—the poverty and immorality of
the rural labourers, the drunkenness and filth
of the Jarge towns. It bardens men's hearts’
and vulgarises their manners. It is especially
fatal to the higher culture—that of the clergy
included.

The Scotch clergy have many difficultics (o
contend with.

But they don’t make the most of the advan-
tages which they have. They ought to revise
their examination system,.and raise their intel-
lectunl standard; deal boldly and liberally
with such minor questions as those of church
music and “ standing to sing,” and reprodtice
in & fashion suited to the nineteenth century
old, cultirated, tolerant, and sensible Pres-
byterianism * M ¢ . . .
Atall events, this js the only chance for the
Establishment. The more violent Presbyterians
will always be drawn to the Free and United
Presbyterian Churches—the amalgamation of
which, morcover, is only a question of time,
The Aberdeen Act—a compromise of the Pa-
tronage difficulty, giving the flocks of the
Establishment a right to offer ohjections to
nominces—will certainly have to be revised.

The cause of the Scottish Establishment—
certain improvements secured—is the cause of
enlightencd and accomplished church life in that
country.



