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Foreign Missions.

LETTER FROM MR GEDDIE.

In onr last we gave Mr Geddie’s let-
ter of latest date. We bad not then in
our possession the letters which arrived
at the same time. We now publish as
much of the first of théni as our space
will permit. :

AxeireoM, New HEBRIDES,
August 22nd, 1857.
'DEAR BRETHREN,—

As more than sixmonths have elapsed
since the date of my last letter to you, I
am_ reminded that I ought again to re-
sume my pen. The last letter of your
Secretary to meis dated Nov. 29th, 1854,
others have no doubt been written since
that time, but they have not reached me.
In these distant regions, where letters
pass through many and strange hands,
we must allow a considerable margin for
contingencies. In the absénce of official
letters it has giver me great satisfaction
to learn, from private correspondence,

that you have designated another mis-

sionary to labour among the heathen,
and that Mr Gordon was'in England in
November of last year, on his way to
these islands. We scarely know when
to look for hizarrival here, as we have so
little informatior. about his movements,
but we hope to see him or hear of him
by the first arrival from Sydney. I trust
that he may soon be followed by others.

who can forsake the endearments of
home, and eome far hence 'to “preach
among theése Gentiles thé unsearchable
riches of Christ.” '
HEALTH OF THE ISLAND—HOPEFUL
DEATHS.

You will be glad to learn that the
Mission families are. well. In the early
part of the yedr Mrs Inglis suffered se-
verely from fever and ague ; but the at-
tacks have ceased,and for some time her
health has been good. Mrs Geddiealso
had a severe attack of illness in June
which greatly alarmed us, but she hasin
a great measure recovered and is fast re-
gaining her strength. The other mem-
bers of the Mission are well. 1t becomes
us to be grateful to God forthe mehsure
of health we enjoy. Iregrettoadd that
much sickness prevails among the na-
tives and several deaths have occarred.
The mortality during the present year
has been much greater tban during any
similar period since I landed on the is-
land. The disease of which many have
died is nemehe an pege, i. e., thesickness
of the land. It prevails at certain sea-
sons of the year, and many of the natives
fall victims to it. I feel thankful to say
that some who died gave hopeful’ evi-
dence of a saving change. ose ‘with
whom I conversed seemed to have clear
and comfortable viéws of the way of sal-
vation, and rested on Christas their only
liope. They died exhorting those around
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them to hold fast the word of God, which
alone can save their souls. As some in
whose “death we had comfort and: hope:
were not members of the Church, we
fondly hope that there are many instan-
ces of true piety even where the exter-
nal professicn of it has not been made.
STATE OF THE POPULATION.

The population of the island is now in
a great measure christian. In the dis-
trict occupied by Mr Inglis the heathen
are now reduced to 200 and they num-
ber about 50 in my own. They are
scattered throughout the island without
combination or influence, and if they
had the disposition, they have not the
power to oppose the progress of "di-
ving truth. The overthrow of hea-
thenism has placed under our charge
many hundred souls who look to us for
instruction. We are now doing what
we can_fer their religions and moral im-

rovement, and we are much encouraged
mm our work. Our labours, I have reason
to believe, are appreciated by many,and
the gospel seems to be valued for the bless-
ings it confers. By the blessing of God
on the means of grace some are forsaking
their sins and turning to the Lord, and
others are growing in the knowledge of
divine things. -

STATE OF CHURCH.

The public ordinances of religion are
well attended on the Sabbath day. The
usual attendance at my station is from
600°to- 700 persons, and en special occa-
sions it amounts to double that number.
Meetings are also held at four of my
most distant ‘out-stations on the Sabbath
day. I send two Church members to
each station to read the Scriptures, pray
and address those who attend. By thie
arrangement most of the natives have it
in their power to meet and serve God
on bhis own day. Ourlittle Caurch now
numbers eighty-three members, and their
general conduct issuch as to warrant the
hope that their profession of religion is
sincere. Several candidates for admis-
sion into the Church also attend a week-
ly class; some of whom will most proba-
bly be received before our next commu-
nion. The attendance on the means of
grace at Mr Inglis’ station is much the
same as at my owil, bt the members of
his Church, which 1s of more recent for-
mation than mine, are not so numerous.

DEACONS ORDAINED. i

You will learn I trust with satisfaction

that we have recently ordained deacons
“in our infant Church. * Five men were
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clected by the church members and so4
lemnly set apart to this offie. * Their
names are Simiona, Karaheth, Topge,
Navalak and Neiken. The ‘selection is
the best that could have been made and
meets with my cordial approbation.—
Among the occasions for this class of
office-bearersin the Church I.may men-
tion the care of widows. In the days ol
beathenism widows, as you are aware,
were strangled, and the property of the
deceased husband was. usually claimed
by his friends. The gospel bas abolished
the practise of strangulation, butas yer
the claim of widows to the property or
their husbands is scarcely recognized, sa
that some guardianship of them is need-
ful. This guardianship however is not
usnally of long duration, for the dispro-
portion between the sexes on this island
is 5o great that if a woman continues
long a widow the fault is her own. I feel
thankful that we have now a few trust-
worthy men to attend to the temporali-
ties of the Church, as this will relieve
me from some anxiety and trouble. Mr
Inglis expects also to ordain. deacons in
his district at nodistant period. I men-
tioned in a former letter that we had in
prospect the appointment of ruling el
ders, but after deliberation Mr Ingli.
and. I resolved to delay .until. more !
God’s word is in the bands of the na.
tives. . In every thing connected witl
thé organization of a cbristian Church
among a'new and_uutried race caution
is desirable. It is better to do alittle in
the right direction than to attempt too

‘much and be compelled to retrace our

steps. .
STATE OF EDUCATION. . .

On_the subject of education I have
not much to report. Our schools, I.am
glad to say, are well attended. Theen-.
tire christian population are our scho-
lars. Persons of all ages, from young
children to men and women of seventy
years old, may be seen going to school
every morning at sunrise. Tn my dis-
trict there are twenty-three schools in
operation, supplied by twenty-six teach- .
ers, who, with four exceptions, are mar-
ried-men. A large proportion of those
who attend the schools can read: The
valuable case of writing paper, slates,
&ec., which you sent has given a great
impulse to the cause of e-lucation in the

-schools under my charge. In addition

to the common schqoﬁs_ in operation
throughout the island, there is an after-
noon class conducted by Mrs Geddie
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and myself, composed of young men and
women of promise from different parts
of my district. The number who attend
is about sixty, some of them married pex-
sons. The branches taught are reading,
writing, arithmetic, and we are now
about to add geography. This latter
branch will open up a new region of
thought to the natives. In the days of
darkness they knew of the existence of
Tana, Futuna and Nina, and they had
heard of Erromanga, and these islands
they thought comprised the whole earth.
1 design to begin by teaching the geo-
graphy of the island, next the geography
of the group, afterwards the geography
of the Pacific Islands, and gradually rise
to the geography of the world. The na-
tives are the merest children and their
views must be expanded by degrees.—
Some maps which Mr J. Dawson of Pic-
tou sent, and alse the * Illustrated At-
las,” the donation of an unknown friend,
will be invaluable aids in this depari-
ment of teaching. The cause of educa-
tion also advances in Mr Inglis’ district.
His plans do not differ much from my
own, or rather I endeavour to follow him,
for his qualifications to teach in the edu-
cational department of the 1inissionary
work I do not dispute.

PRINTING THE SCRIPTURES.

Our printing press you will be glad to
hear is in successful operation. The
types ordered by Mr Inghs last year
came to hand four months ago, and are
I believe a donation from Mr Nelson of
Edinburgh. Youn will see from the spe-
cimens which T enclose that the type is
a large and elegantone. The gospel by
Matthew is now in the press, and will I
trust be completed ere long. This will
be followed by John and the Acts of the
Apostles, which I have likewise trans-
lated.” The gospel by Luke was trans-
lated last year by Mr Inglis and sent to
Scotland to be printed, in order to save
labour here, and also in the hope that
it might increase the interest of friends
in that quarter in the Mission. Other
portions of Scripture. are in course.of
translation by Mr Inglis and myself, and
will 1 doubt not be ready for the press
before we have time and paper to print
them. As our new type is large and

_consumes much l};aper, the grant of fifty

reams from the British :indQEoreign Bi-
ble Society which we received last year
will do listle more than print Matthew
and John, so we have applied for ano-
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ther grant of fifty reams more, which we
hope will meet with a favourable re-
sponse.

OTHER ISLANDS—DEPUTATION TO

TANA.

T shall now allude as briefly as possi-
ble to the missionary work on the islands
of Tana and Futuna. Ishall begin with
theisland of Tana. In May last we sent
a deputation, consisting of Nohoat and
Napollos, both chiefs and church mem-
bers, to visit that island. The former
lived on Tana for some years, speaks the
language fluently and is well known.
We procured a passage for them in a
vessel bound northward and the Captain
landed them at Port Resolution. On
landing they found our teachers Nimti-
wan and Atraham and their wives well.
They have built a comfortable plaistered
house which will afford good accomoda-
tion to a missionary, until he can build
a house for himself. Our teachers at
Port Resolution though they cannot re-
port remarkable success, yet labour with
encouragement. They itinerate on the
Sabbath day and conduct religious wor-
ship whenever they can get a few natives
to listen to them. About 30 persons
have abandoned heathenism and many
more are favourably disposed to christian-
ity. The principal chief Maiakiisstilla
heathen, but he is friendly to the teach-
ers. His objection to christianity is the
fear of sickness and death. When No-
hoat gave him a garment which I sent to
him he was afraid tosput it on, lest some
calamity should befall him, but our chief
succeeded in reasoning him out of his
fears He was almost persuaded to be
a christian, and to give up fighting, can-
nibalism and other dark customs, and in
evidence that he was not altogether in-
sincere, he broke twe of his muskets in
Nohoat’s presence, but he had others be-
side. I sent an invitation to him to visit
this island, but be declined to come for
the present, being engaged in some hea-
thenish customs connected with the cir-
cumcision of kisson. e promised how-
ever to come another day. Two infe-
rior chiefs Quanwan and Nauwar who
live in Maiakis’ district profess to be
christians. The former gave up hea.
thenism when Messrs Turner and Nis-
bet lived on Tana and the latter received
his first favourable impressions on this
ilang, the language of which he knows.
Tam inﬁmat_e'l’y acquainted with both
these men and caf scarcely doubt thejr
sincerity. They bave certainly given
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up the worst abominations of heathenism
and wish to know the word of Ged.
Our deputation also visited the station
occupied by Talip and Yangati abot t 15
miles from Port Resolution.” They were
accompanied by Nimtiwan and ~Abra-
ham. The people at the harbour urged
them not to go, lest they should be killed
_and caten, but they would not be dis-
couraged. They we.e well received at
the several villages throngh which they
passed, with one exception. At the
‘place alluded to there had been much
‘sickness and sonie deaths, which the peo-
‘ple ascribed to the new religion. When
the patty reached this place they were
“met by a body ofmen armed with spears
‘and clubs and ready toattack them. No-
hoat who had been at the village before,
and knew some of the people went be-
fore the others, in order to appease them.
After much talk on both sides the little
ehristian party were allowed to pass on.
Before leaving Nohoat proposed to pray
and hisrequest was complied with. He
“only knelt, and his companions stood and
kept their eyes open; as they were sus-
picious of their enemies. Piayer being
ended they wént on their way and arriv-
ed at Annikaraka where the teachers re-
side. They found the teachersand their
“wives well and contented and bappy ir
their work. - The natives with whom
“they live are’kind to them and seem to
appreciate their labours. The number
who assemble on the Sabbath day for
religious worship is so great that the
grass house in which they meet will not
contain them. Our teachers however
have had their troubles, but their lives
“have not been in danger. Since they
" were last visited the land in-which they
live has been at war with a neighboring
* tribe. The fighting at imes has been at
.their very door, and the house in which
they lived, belonging to the chief, has
been burnt. The teachers used every
" effort to stop the fighting, but without
suceess, so they removed with their fami-
“1iés from the scene of iarfare, and lived
_in the bush for some time. The house
set apart for religions worship was re-
spected by the fighting parties and marks
were set up at a safe distance around it
to indicate that it was to be held sacred.
" The party having accomplished the ob-
* ject of'their visit returped to Port Reso-
* lution. * They also visited several infand
villages ‘which bave sent argent requests
for teachers.  After- spending thiee
weeks on Tana a vessel bound for this
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island called and the Captain kindly gave
our natives a passage home. They re-
turnad accompanied by twenty-four Tan-
ese, who came to see the change which
christianity has effected on this island,
and of which they have heard much.

F¥ISIT TO FOTUNA.

The vessel in which the natives took
passage called at Fotuna on ber way to
thiy island.  As Wailut's wife was very
ill at the time the Captan also kindly
gave them a passage. The chief in
whose district he resided accompanied
him and ten other natives. The sick
woman I am sorry to add died shortly
after she landed here. The report which
Waihit gives of the state of the Mission
is on the whole favourable. A large
number of the natives are favourable to
christianity, and those who are averse to
it do not offer any opposition to their
christian countrymen. He is of opinion
that if a missionary were settled on Fo-
tuna the entire island would soon come
under christian influence, and that little
more will be done with the present
agency. According to his account the
Fotunese are,a much milder people than
the natives of Tana and this island, and
bear a stronger resemblance to the na-
tivesof Eastern Polynesia, to whom they
are allied 1n language, colour and habits.
VISIT OF NATIVES OF TANA AND ¥O-

TUNA TO ANEITEUM.

To improve the visit of the Tanese
and Fotunese to this island, Mr Inglis
and I made a journey around it, accom-
panied by them and nearly all our chiefs
and teachers. Our journey occupied
four days, and the weather being good,
was pleasant. We were kindly received
at the several villages through which
we passed. Food was providedin such
abundance that the strangers said they
could only look at it. We were much
pleased at the liberal supply of food, as
it will no doubt have a good moral effect
onour visitors. One great objection to
christianity on these islands is the fear
of famine, as the Gods worshipped by tLe
“natives are supposed to make the food.
They have now seen that on Aneiteum
food is much more plentiful than it was
in the days of heathenism. In addition
to food there were collections of proper-
ty at several places, consisting of mats,
womens’ dresses, tortoise-shell earrings,
beads, &c., which were given to the
strangers. Nothing surprised the natives
of Tana and Fotuna more than the
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peace which prevails throughout this
island, as in their own lands it is not safe
for a person to venture beyond the boun-
daries of his own district. 'When we
completed our visitation of the island, a
missionary meeting was held at my sta-
tion, at which persons from all parts of
the island attended. To make the meet-
ing as impressive as possible, about a
hundred objects of religious worship sur-
rounded by the natives of this island,
were exhibited, and also a quantity of
spears and clubs. The Tanese and Fo-
tunese expressed their wonder that the
people of this island had the courage to
give up their gods and said they now
saw what they had only heard of before.
The meeting was addressed in the lan-
guage of Aneiteum by Mr Inglis and
ayself, in that of Tana by Nohoat, and
‘Waihit spoke to the Fotunese in their
own dialect. The strangers said that
after what they had seen and heard on
this island, they were convinced of the
folly of their own supersiitions, and that
they would embrace christianity and en-
deavor to persuade their countrymen to
Join them.
THEIR RETURN HOME.

After spending about three weeks on
this island the Tanese obtained a pas-
sage home in a sandal wood vessel. "We.
sent along with them two additional
teachers and their wives, so that we
bave now on Tana six teachers who are
married men. We bhave heard ‘rom
Tana since the party returned, and we
have reason to believe that their visit to
Anciteum has been attended with good
results to that island. The natives of
Fotuna were not so successful in meeting
with a vessel to their island, so we sent
them jun the Mission boat. They return-
ed, accompanied by a teacher named
Filip and his wife, who take the place of
Joseph and his wife, who have returned
to this istand. I think I omitted to men-
tiop to you of Joseph’s unexpected re-
appearance after we had given him up
for lost. He cailed from Fotuax for this
island in an open boat mannc. by a
white man and some natives.  Sbortly.
after sailing a storm arose which ‘asted
for five days. - When the storm abated
the party found that the boat had drift-
ed near the north end of New Caledo-
nia. After encountering many dangers
on the sea and from the natives on shore
they succeeded in gaining the. isle.of
Pines. They remained there until a

friendly Captain took them on board his -
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vessel and landed them at Fotuna. They
were absent about five months. Our
boat had a good run to Fotuna; but ‘on
hor return the wind was unfavourable.
The pariy on board spent three days in
endeavouring to beat up against a head
wind and current, but without success,
and their provisions failing they ran to
Tana, where they waited for a fair wind
which brought them home in eight hours,
Waihit will remain on this island a few
months to attend school.
VISIT TO MARK.

In a former part of this letter Ial-
luded to Mrs Geddie’s serious illness.—
When recovering, but still delicate,
Captain Abbey, who has been sailing
among these islands for some time, kind-
Iy offered us a frec patsage to Mare in
his vessel, the ¢ Black Dog.” Mr and
Mrs Inglis, whom we consulted about the
propriety of undertaking a short voyage,
were of opinion that it would be benefi-
cial to Mrs Geddie and urged us to ac-
cept of the kind offer. Karly in July
we sailed, accompanied by our two chil
dren. After a pleasant rue of thirty
hours from this island we anchored at
Mr Jones' station on Mare. We found
him and his family well, and "also Mr
Creagh, who was with them on a visit
when we arrived. o

The remaining part of this letter we
must-reserve for our next. We may
here mention that Mrs Geddie’s health
was much benefitted by the trip. The
work on Mare is making progress, it be-
ing supposed that one-third of the popu-
lation are christian. When Mr Geddie
and Mr Creagh were at Mr Jones’ sta~
tion Mr Creagh’s house was burnt down,
it is supposed by the act of an incendia~
ry. Mare and the neighbouring islands
are now under French control. Mr
Geddie fears the result of this to Protes-
tant Missions. Mr Geddie mentions that
the island of Espirito Santo now pre-
sents an inviting field of missionary Ila-
bour. Aneiteum has also had another
visit from the Bishop of New Zealand
on his way to the Solomon Islands.

LETTERS FROM MR. GORDON.
" Letters have been received from Mr
Gordon, announcing the arrival of the
John Williams at Hobart Town, Van
Dieman’s Land, after a very stormy pas-
sage. We believe that the John Wil
liams put into this port to repair dama-
ges. iatet letters have &lso been xe-

.
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ceived from him at Melbourne, intima-
ting his arrival at that port. We sub-
oin two letters from him, although they
have already appeared in the Presby-
terian Witness. ]
On Board the John Williams, off
the Coast of Soutk Afiica, Oct.
: 8oh 1857,
DEAR Sir,—

In ashort note which I wrote you
when the  John Williams” was leaving
Table Bay, I promised to give you a
more full account of ourstay in the Cape
Colony when Ihad convenient time, and
now, baving opportunity, Ido so. On
the 30th of September we sighted the
Cape of Good Hope, to the particular
joy of all on board, especially the pas-
sengers who embarked for the Cape.—
But as the wind increased almost to a
gale and was unfavourable we had in
the evening ic bid farewell to this en-
chianting view of Afric’s lofty mountains,
and sail off from the coast for the nigh.,
where swift winds made our barque their
sport as she struggled nobly for the vie-
tory witir the angry billows. But He
who rules the raging waves and holds
the winds in his fists said *“Peace, be
still,” and there was a cale. The next
day, before noon, we had the pleasure
of seeing the Lion’s-head and thz Table
Mountain lifting their majestic heads to
the.clouds in the distant horizon, and by
the influence of a very light breeze our
vessel gently glided into the Table Bay
with her flags couspicuous, especially the
« Messerger of Peace” bearing a dove
with an olive branch in her mouth; and
the anchor was cast at 6 o'clock in the
common place of anchorage, about two
miles from the town. In the meantime
the report that the  John Williams” had
been signalled and was coming in the Bay
spread through the town, and the Rev
Mr Thompson and several friends of mis-
sionaries came off to us in a large beat,
and giving us a most cordial reception
carried away the-passengers to comfort-
able lodgings, to which we were taken
by cabs after -we landed, two of which
carried.the Polynesian missionaries to
the hospitable’ house of Mr ‘Thompson.
Mrs Thompson was waiting our arrival
at'the head of her large tea-table, from
which she is oftentimes wont to refresh
the servants of her Lord with what she
has provided, which is always ‘better
than'a ¢ cap of cold water*  Surely-she
shall not loose her reward. While with

Kd
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a benignant countenance she smiles on
her happy guests she seems to say—1I feut
in my own soul *itis more blessed to
give than to receive.”” Some of the pas-
sengers, of whom were Mrs Gordon and
myself, had been nearly two months:
without tasting tea, and therefore recei-
ved tea on this eccasion as a greattreat.
On the following day we were much
engaged in writing to numerous corres-
pondents and did not se¢ much of the
town, nor of the citizens, or their man-
ners and customs. Cape Town has a
population nearly equal to that of Hali-
fax, a large majority of whem speak
Dutch. But from -its peculiar situation
at the base of Table Mount, and the
Dutch style of architecture, it has an in-
significant appearance, especially fromx
the Bay, although it has a-large number
of good houses. ~ The citizens enjoy ma-
ny temporal and spiritual blessings above:
the inbabitants of many towns in Aftica,
so that they have much reason to say,
¢ The lines have fallen unto us in plea-
sant places; yea, we have a goodly he-
ritage.” God bas built their walls of
protection, some of which are more than
3,000 feet high, and they nearly encom-
pass their city,as the mountains did God’s
ancient Zion ; and He has fitted up their
vale as a tent to dwell in and stored i
with the richest and choicest fruits of the
earth, and above all has given them the
bread of eternal life with a liberal band.
The wind sometimes blows with great
violence through the streets, especially
after the “ table cloth”*is seen spreatt
on Table Mountains: and hence they
have the following saying to describe the
power of the sonth-east wind, ¢ The first
day it brings clouds of dust, the second
small stones, and the third rocks.” - The
town is well supplied with cabs and om-
nibuses, and ladies seem to make goot
use of them, for I seldom saw them walk-
ing, although we were not there on the
days of the stones and rocks. Théir
beasts of burden are chiefly oxen and
mules, and it js no rare sight to see a-
bout 100 of the former coming into town
hauling four or five large bullock wag-
gous laden with the fraits of the rural
districts. - o
Several of the passengers had a desire
to ascend Table Mount, buf, after con-
ferring with Mr Thompson on the mat-
ter, we preferred a walk round the kleof.

* A light cloud which often rests on
the top of the Mountain.



1857.

We therefore rose early on the morning
of the second day we were at the Cape,

and, after asking for wisdom from God:

to profit by our intended walk, we recei-
ved some refreshment and set off—5 in
number—and passed by Government
House and the Botanic Gardens at day-
light. W&’ ascended the hill between
Table Mountain and Lion’s-head towards

Camp’s Bay, and from hence to"Green’

Point, by which way we returned to
town—a distance of 8 miles. As we'as-
cended the hill' about two miles from the
town ‘we obtained delightful viéws of
Table Bay, Robbin Island, and the sur-

rounding highland scenery, which made

a fine contrast with thé-lowlards,' the’
placid Bay which lay slumbering at the
toot of the mountains. At'8 o’clock we
got to Mr Solomon’s country residence
at Green Point, Mr S. gave us'a very
cordial’ réception, After breakfast the
good old Bible was placed on the table,
arid Mr Solomon being advised by Mr
Thompson to aet as priest in his own
house conducted family worship, and led
us to unite with' him in.singing the se-
cond Paraphrase, reading the mission of
Paul and Barnabas;and infervent pray-
er, during which I could hardly believe
that 1 was singing the songsof Zionand
worshipping our common Lord in" a

strange land.  Mr'Solomon mads ourvi~

sit further profitable by showing usseve-
ral speciméns of African copper and
Australian gold as found in'white stones,
and then took his horse and coach and
gave us a pleasant drive to town by the

sea coast, after having spent a delightful-
and profitable morning amidst new’

beauties and glories of this temple of God.
Some. parts of the landscape over which’
we passed were exceedingly picturesque,
especially those parts which were orna-
mented with the odk, fir tree; and the
groteu’ or silver tree, which ‘%ives a very

rilliant appearance to the hillsswhen the
sunr rises and ‘his;golden rays fail'on the
silver foliage." . It1s now spring here, and

the mountains i several places are veil-

ed with these ‘beautiful trees as with a
covering, “and itheir foliage appears: to
great-advantage, being new and grand,
Jjust from‘the loom of the Creator. , Wea
obsérved a vein in the body of the % Li-

on”as'we passed round the kloof;:four

feet broad and of a-darkerieolour than’
the surroiinding conglomerateformation)
througli ‘which silver miners:have pene-:

trated to. thi bowels of the hiige monster’
in search of the glittering ore;'but have:
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not yet found the bright object of their
desires. o .

On the following day we were invited
to visit some friefds of ‘the Mission at
Claremont, and to take - aiiothér tour
round that part of the country, and be-
ing accompanied this time by ladies, two
of whom were from Ireland on their way
to India, we took an omnibus, and'in: a
short time found ourselves landed at Cla~
remont; where we were kindly received-
by Messrs Mathen and Pocock, who are
tried and proved friends of Jesus.in
Cape Town, thie former having provided:
not'only a ¥ prophet’s chamber” for mis-
sionaries, but also a- chapel. 'We then:
took  a walk of about 9 miles distance
through a landscape diversified by bold
mountains, vineyards, verandah villas,
and uncultivated tracts of land—deco-
rated with a flora'which comprises near-’
ly a thousand species, of which 400 are
of the henth tribe. The South-African
landscape never appears in a winter garb,
nor ig it at any tinie unadorned by some
species of beautiful flowers, of which the
aloe is the most useful. The vineyards
through which we passed are those from-
which the far-famed Constantia wine is
produced. In the Capa:Colony the:
highest range of mountaing'are the Nie-
uveldt, which are above 10,000 feet, and,
as they are covered with everlasting
snow; have been termed Snieuberg.—'
Table mountain, although-but 8,552 feet.
liigh, has on account ofits perpendicular
side$ a" very exalted' and ‘romantic. ap~
pearance, and is theréfore an. object of
special attraction to. foreigners; sonde. of
whotii spend mauy hour$ ‘in scrambling.
up itsrugged heights.© The capes, head-
Jands, promontories of Africa are re..
markable features of the country, while-
its table-lands, plains and deserts, areso
immense that they are: yet unexplored,
and wnexplorable to-all but such-spirits
as'Dr Livingston. * After our return from
Claremont and Wineberg somieiof our
party went to take tea-with Mr Solomon,
who is a member.of:the Colonial Parlia-
ment and 3 gentleman of gréat inflience
in the Colony. - ‘We visited hisextensivée:
Printing - Establishmeat:in 'thle town;..i -
which the following periodicals are pub-
lishéd :—Church  Magazine, (fortnighitly;
organ‘of thie High Church party); Evan-
gelicaly (o¥gan of the othér Church. par-
ty s Kirk Bodrd, (monthly); Goverment
Glazetté, (twice:a-week) ; Mercaniile Ad-
vacaté!(thiee “timés-a.week);.and:the
Skipping :Gazélte (three times a: week),:
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&c., '&c., He is good company—being.
a good man and very intelligent, an
you ‘carinot be long in his company with-
out being constrained to feel and ac-
knowledge -that it is the soul indeed
whith is the man and not the bedy—for
he is only about three feet high.

The anxiously looked for tidings rela-
tive to the well-being and labours of Dr
Livingston, who bas immortalized his
name as the great scientific and indefati-
gablq traveller of South Africa, had been
received at Cape Town from the Zam-
beze river and forwarded with all haste
to 'England before our arrival at the
Cape.” The celebrated Moffat is also
pursuing his arduous labors with renew-
v success, although he has much reason
to modify some of his original reports,
like some other missionaries, according
to the testimony of missionaries. Troops
were landing at Cape Town, but there
ismo. apprehension ofa Caffre war. . We
had:the desired pleasure and profit of
spending a Sabbath with the kind friends
of Jesus at Cape Town, after which we
had to bid farewell.to Mr Thomson, fa-
mily, and 'other Christian friends, among
whom were Mrs Pasick and Miss Mont-
gomery, connected in some way with
the Baptist Mission.in India, who went
on Board the ¢ Sutlege” a little before
we-left fir our vessel.—And after the
brethren from the. Cape who accompa-
nied us on board bade us an affectionate
farewéll, these christian ladies, who had
afellow, feeling with us in .our dear
Lord’s work, stood on:the quarter deck

of their gallant ship waving their white’

handkerchiefs till we lost sight. of them
on:the .blue ocean. Mr Barff and I
preached two or three times while mn the
town. I preached on Friday in the
Scoteh .Church at the request of Rev Mr
Morgan, and on Sabbath. at, the Sailor’s
Home and the Union Chapel, where Dr
Philips in times past prcacbed Christ Je-
sus and him crueified; inall of which
places T had very attentive congregations
chiefly of foreigners from Britain. and
America. .Among.them were some of
the sable sons.and daughters of Africa,
who mingled . in solemn revérence as
worshippers of the anly living and. true
God, an earnest of the promise—¢ Ethi-

opia shall stretch.out her hands to God.”.

-: The name of Dr Philips, will .be long

had in fond remembrancs at Cape Town,.

who being dead.yet speaketh. .In his
funeral sermon preached:by. Dr Ward-
law, whose .son-in-law, Mr Thoisonj.

v
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succeeds him in office, there is honora-
blo mention made of his zealous and
abundant labours in the Cape_Colony.
The want of laborers in the Colony is
not now as great as in India, where the
field has long been white to the haivest,
while the cold blasts of autumn ave a-
bout to beeome the reapers, and the cold
bosom of the earth the garner, for want
of laborers to gather into Christ’s gar-
nery.

P. S.—since writing the abiove we
have arrived in safety at Hobart Town,
Nov. 16th, after having had a very rough
passage from the Cape of nearly six
weeks.. For ten days after we left Ta-
ble Bay we had fine weather and light
breezes, with- which but few ships are
favoured in passing Cape Legalas ; and
if Admiral Diaz had discovered the Cape
of Good. Hope on the first week of Octo-
ber. 1856, he would noi have named it
% Cape of Storms.”—We however had
high winds after the 15th, which increas-
ed to a gale on the 19th, when we lost
our bowsprit, and hardly saved the fore-
mast and nearly all the. sailors, who
were on it at the time the bowsprit
broke, veefing the topsails. As it was
the Lord’s day the tranquillity and reli-
gioug services of the Sabbath were much
disturbed, not only by the fierce wind
aud raging billows which ran after us in
wild fury roaring for the mastery over
our partially wrecked barque, which re-
quired the diligence and energy of the
captain and sailors all day to prepare for
the conflict, but also by the excessive
cold, while the thermometer fell nearly
to the freezing point. Two days previ-
ous to this circumstance we sighted a
huge iceberg nearly half a mile long and
about 150 feet high in 8. lat. 43° 10°,
E. long. 46 ©, which at first sight in the
distant horizon was thoughbt,to be an is-
land. On the 20th the wind abated a
little from its violence and the sea from
her raging, and in the good' providence
of Ged, our ship being somewhat recov-
ered from the disaster of the previous
day, sailed again on her wonted course,
and at noon we sighted Marion and
Grozet’s Islands, which are uninhabited
and present a ivery rugged appearance.
But we soon Jost sight of them in the
distant horizon.. We eneountered ano-
ther gale on the 81st, which rolled up
the.deep in prodigious mountains of an-
gry waves, which again made our barque
tremble for the victory while they struck
her with tremendous power and rolled
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over the 3uarter deck murmuringly with
their heads broken: and the victory was
not obtained till He who holds the winds
in his fist restrained the fierce wind, and
said to the proud wavés, * Hitherto
shall ye come Eut no further,” On the
6th of November another gale also over-
took us, which lasted with much violence
for nearly two days and carried away
one of the boats from the davits, but did
no twrther damage to the vessel. We
gailed as far as 47° S, lat., and there-
fore could hardly expect to escape these

ales, which are common visitors of ships
m high latitudes bound to the Australi-
an Colonies. Although it is not very
comfortable nor desirable to be tossed
about in a small vessel by these gales
without being able .to obtain inuch rest,
yet the aspect of the.great deep heaped
up in blue mountains” with snow white
heads, was to me both a deeply interest-
ing and awfully grand sight, and led me
in a special mapner to feel the tyuth and
power of these words of the Psalmist,
“They that go down to the sea in ships,
and do business in the great waters;
these see the works of the Lord and
his wonders in the deep.” Some of the
passengers were very timid during the
times of these gales, but 1 cannot say
that 1 was so, for the Lord seems tc bave
delivered me of late from such an un-
happy, unprofitable feeling atsea. The
sailors kave had much hard labour since
we left the. Cape, in consequence of
}vhich some of them have been ill, but
in the gracions providence of God they
are nearly all recovering strength. We
cast anchor at 1 o'clock, P. M., near Ho-
bart Town, a few minutes after our Sab-
bath morning service, at which I preach-
en on the Lord’s prayer. The report
that the Mission ship was sailing up the
harbour reached the town some hours be-
fore us, and our barque. was hardly an-
chored before several ministers and oth-
er influential members of the Church of
Christ came off to give us a welcome. re-
ception at Hobart Town. Mr Barff'and
I bad to preach in the evening, and
have been  engaged almost every .day
since our arrival in preaching and ad-
dréssing meethigs, of which 1 will_give
you details in my next communication,
God willing. The “John Williams” is
undergoing repairy, and will not leave
this port before the first of December.
Notices of sernions and addresses to be
delivered to Sabbath Schools by the
missionaries on the coming Sabbath are
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out, and we hope that some good will be
done in the name of the Lord. I am
cndeavouring to promote the circulation
of that invaluable book, * Gold and the
Gospel.” G.N. Gonrpon.

MrLBOURNE, Dec. 15th, 1856.
My Drar Sir,—

According to promise I now hasten
to give you some particulars relative to
the visit of the * John Williams” to Ho-
bart Town. Early on the morning of
the 15th of November the sun in his
glorious exodus from his eastern cham-
ber dispelling darknesa from ocean, vale,
and mountain, opened up to our admi-
ring vision in the distant horizon the
wnountains of Van Dieman’s Land lay-
ing aside their winter ¢ night caps;™*
and during the day we sailed into the
entrance of the Derwent—a beautiful
river on the banks of which, twenty
miles up, is built Hobart Town. We
were becalmed heré till noon on the fol-
lowing day (Sabbath). The pilot came
or board in the morning, and shortly af-
ter our morning service in our floating
bethel was concluded, we found our ves-
sel safely anchored off Hobart Town,
and our warm-hearted friends belonging
to the town coming off to give usa hear-
ty welcome to their shores. A few min-
utes after we landed there was a meet-
ing of ministers and elders held at the
house of Wm. Rout, Esq.,to make ar-
rangements for the announcement of
meetings relative to Missions. The
missionaries soon learnt that they would
have abundant labour in the delightful
service of the Lord Jesus, during the de-
Iay of the * John Williams” in the Der-
went undergoing repairs. It fell to my
lot to preach to the Rev Mr Miller's con-
gregation in the evening; ind arrangé-
ments were made to have the annual ser-
mons preached on the following Lord’s-
day on behalf of the London Missionary
Soviety. Several members of Mr Miller’s
congregation, after I preached to them,
were a little’ surprised to find that 1
preachéd on the subject which Mé M.had
previously announced as his_subject for
that evening, and some of them suppo-
sed that he had informed me of his-in-
tention : but such was not the case. Mr.
M., like every christian, I believe, who
hag réad the Memoir of my late esteem-’
ed friend—who has gone to his Father

. * A term used to describe the moun-
tains with snow caps. - :

Y
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and our Father—Capt. HepLEY VI-
CARS, was very much impressed with
his devoted life in the service of his
Lord, and consequently resolved to
preach to his congregation on the fol-
lowing subjects-—QOut of Christ, in Christ,
Jor Christ, and with Christ—by way of
improving this excellent work for the
benefitof the living. T preached on the
second of these subjects. They were
subsequently delighted to find that I was
intimately acquainted with this good
man; and T was requested to speak at a
public meeting of him as known to me.
The meeting of the Evangelical Union
was well attended, and amone the min-
isters present on the platform was Dr.
Fry of the Episcopal Church, who had
been formerly of the Puseyite party in
the English Church, butis now a very
influential minister of Jesus Christ—
preaching ruin by the fall, redemption
by Christ, and regeneration by the Ho-
ly Spirit The address delivered by
one of the missionaries of the * John
Williams” was well received, and some
hoped that the impressions produced
might be lasting. The snbject was
 Christian_Union,” founded on John
xvii. 21. Dr Fry is at present deliver-
ing a series of very able Jectureson the
past, present and future, of the Jews,
and seven or eight Jews were present
at his first lecture. which 1 attended in
company with a Mr Daniel, who was in
his early years an unbelieving Jew, but
was converted in Britain and studied
under Dr Chaimers, and was afterwards
sent bya Society in Enoland to labour
in Palestine, where his labonrs have not
been in vain in the Lord amone his
brethren according to the flesh. “Baut,
on t_he fai}ure of his wife’s health, the
Society with which he is connected sent
kim to the Anstralian Colonies, where
the Jewsare sure to be found in laroe
numbers searching for the precious ore.
He is now labouring in Hobart Town,
and Thad the pleasure of enjoyina his
company for several daysand went with
him on Satyrday to _their Synagogue,
where we witnessed the reading of por-
tions of the law with much solemnity,
which appeared in striking contrast with
the great irreverence of nearly all the
worshippers who kept their hats on and
talked to each other freely during the
hours of worshi ©

We attended two Tea Meetingsat the
opening of new rooms for the worship of
God, which were tastefully decorated
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with bowers and wreaths of flowers, and
also by the flags of the * John Willi-
ams.” T was reminded on these occasi-
ons of the last happy evening I spent in
Pictou with the youthful friends of Jesus
who united the beauties of Eden with
the Carmelitic blessings of Nova Scotia
to make their guests happy on that plea-
sant evening of social and spiritual en-
Jorment. By resolutions passed at pub-
lic meetings, and hearty welcomes given,
us in private by ministers and other
christian friends who called on us, we
were given to understand that the Am-
bassadors of England and America, in
the service of the Queen or President,
could not be more welcome to Van Die-
man’s Land than the humblest and most
insignificant ambassadors of King Jesus,
whom we serve. We were two weeks
and three days in Hobart town, during
which the missionaries took part in pub-
lic meetings nearly every day of the
week. In the good providence of God I
was placed in favorable circumstances
for making the preparations indispensi-
bly necessary for such meetings. Mr
Rout, who entertained Mrs G. and my-
self very hospitably, gave me the use of
his library while in Hobart Town, which
is stored with the choicest books to the
value of more than £1000, and showed
me kow to lock myself in it, which soon
became absolutely necessary.  The most
interesting meetings which we had were
the Ux1ox Meetings—one of the Juven-
iles in connexion with Sabbath Schools,
and another, of adults connected with
the ¢ Evangelical Union” of Hobart
Town. The former was held on behalf
of missions, and the latter in DBrisbane-
St. Church on the following Monday.—
No Church in the town could contain
the children with their teachers, whoas-
sembled at St. Andrew’s Church in the
afternoon from the Episcopal, Indepen-
dent, Wesleyan, Baptist and Presbyter-
jan congregations, Although St And-
rew's Church is larger than Chalmers’
Church, Halifax, it could not contain
two thirds of the children, and we there-
fore had to hold an out door service.—
old men from old countries stated th

they had never witnessed such a delight-
ful sight before in any city with the same
population as Hobart town. Some said
1500 children were present. When the
multitude outside lifted up their infant
voices to praise the Lord, and the assem-
bly inside re-echoed the high sounding
praises of Jehovah through the Church
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till the stream of their melody united
with that of the former, the effect pro-
duced on some present was exceedingly
transporting and blissful,while many felt
that it was good and pleasant for breth-
ren and sisters in their youthful years to
dwell together in unity, singing praises
to Jesus like the infant band that wel-
comed the Saviour with their hosannas
on the Mount of Olives as he drew near
to Jerusalem. After addresses were de-
livered to each assembly alternately by
the missionaries, the solemn services of
the afternoon were concladed by the be-
nediction. 1We had more than 1000 of
them subsequently on a day appointed
at the “John Williams,” where they
were again addressed by the missionaries,
and received each a bun through the
kindness and generosity of Mr and Mrs
Rout. The Rev Mr Strongman, from
New Town, came down on this occasion
in finestyle with an omuibus full of them.
They had all a pleasent day, and gave
us many hearty cheers.

I expressed a desire to visit the abori-
gines of the Colony at Oyster Cove,
about fifteen miles from town,—and my
kind friend, Mr Rout, invited a large
number of his friendsand took one of his
steamers, and thus gave us a pleasure
trip to their establishment, provided for
them by the Government.” They were
barbarously treated by the Convict set~
tiers of the Province, who shot them like
dogs, whith provoked retaliation, and
the Government therefore sent throogh
the Island » large force of men to collect
them, but they returned with but one
captive; after whicha Mr Robiason vol-
unteered to go himself on the perilous
mission, in which he wascompletely suc-
cessful by kindness—the key to the sa-
vage as well asthe civilized beart. They
were then collected on a small Islaad on
the east coast, where many of them died,
but lately they have been located at
Oyster Cove, where there only remain
sixteen, which are. nearly all the abor-
gines of Van Diemen’s Land. There
are but few traces of dialects on record,
which bas been regretted by some phil-
osophers, in Britain. As there were
four of them with usin the stcamer going
to Oyster Cove I was not idlein collect-
ing as many words of their dialect as I
lLad time conveniently to obtain. Ifound
two dialects spoken by these four almost
totally distinct in. vocabulary, and there
is another dialect or two spoken by the
others, with whom I had but lLtte inter-
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course. All the information I could ob-
tain on their polyglotism will be forward-
ed to Dr Norris, of the Royal Asiatic So-
ciety. They have been seven years under
instruction at Qyster Cove, but only four
of themn can read, of which their king
and queen are the most proficient. They
have been taught to read by the English
language, and not through the medium
of their own, which may account for this
deficiency in part. They bave a world-
ly-minded man, according to report, for
their instructor, who was with us, and
who seemed ready to pronounce them
an unimprovable race, which others also
believed on very insuficient grounds. I
bad some reason to believe that they
were capable of improvement if rightlv
instructed, and stated my reasons for be-
lieving them quite capable of much im-
provement. The Convicts have been a
great curse to the Colony, for they nearly
all commit atrocious crimes in the Co-
lony. Two of them were executed’
while we were in Hobart Town.

The climate of Van Diemen’s Land,
or Tasmania, is very salubrious, perhaps
the best in the world ; for invalids, when
they come to the Island for the benefitof
their health, are_frequently invigorated
ina few days. It contains a population
of 50,000, of whom nearly 20,000 reside
in Hobart Town and itssuburbs. There
are large districts of fertile land all round
the Island on which there are thriving
settlements springing up. Nearly al
the trees cast their bark in  winter, re-
taining their foliage, which is not so beau-
tiful as that of trees in America and
Europe.

There are three Presbyterian congre-
gations in town and several ir the coun-
try. I preached and gave addressesin ail
their Churches in Hobart Town, in one
of which a collection wasmade on behalf
of the London Missionary Society after
I preached on the lest Lord’s-day I was
Tasmania. Icould not respond to ail
their invitations to preach.

The friends of the Temperance cause
gave the missionaries a breakfast on the
Iast day we were in Hobart Town, at
which addresses were delivered by the
missionaries, andin the evening a large
numbver of christian friends met in one
of the Independent Charches to hold
communion with us in the Lords Sup-
per before our embarkation for Mel-
bourre. Several of our dear brethren,
after this delightful service, accompani-
ed us to the wharf, and bade us an af-



fectionate fare well, among whom was my
esteemed friend Mr Daniel, who entreat-
ed me ever to remember fallen Jerusa-
lem. The moon shone brightly and cheer-
fully, and all nature seemed to be at rest,
for God blessed our departure with peace
and serenity both within and without.
On the following morning we were off
for Australia, and arrived at Melbourne
on the 12th, after a wearisome passage
of eight days,and the missioneries are

again engaged in incessant labours. I
preached twice yesterday and gave a
missionary address, and am requested to
address the annual meeting of the Bible
Society this evening at the Mechanics’
Institute, and to-morrow evening speak
at the annual meeting of the Missionary
Society to be held in Chalmers’ Church.
I remain, dear sir,
Your's in the best Lord,
G. N. GorpoN.

" FOREIGN MISSION OF U. P.
CHURCH OF CANADA.

The following appeared in the Cana-
dian U. P. Magazine for November,
which, however. only reached us a short
time ago. Letters bhave also been re-
ceived from Mr Jennings of Toronto, in-
timating that from the progress alrcady
made little doubt is entertained, but that
by the meeting of Synod they will be
prepared to send forth a Missionary to
the South Seas.

Tothe Editor of the Canadian United
Presbyterian Magazine.

Sir.—I beg leave to state, through
your Magazine, for the information of
brethren, and the congregations, that as
Convener of the Comnuttee on Foreign
Missions, 1 have received communica-
tions from twenty-three congregations,
in reply to the circular which was
printed in your September number, and
which was also sent to all the congrega-
tions of the Church. Fifteen of these
give us encouragement to expect annual
remittances, which when put together
amount to £100, currency. Other eight
congregations do not pledge themselves
toany amount, but are equally favour-
able to the proposal, and from the
circumstances of these congregations we
should expect them to raise annually
among them, £40 atleast. There are
also two congregations, which, although
favourable to such an object, seem to
consider it inexpedient so long as we
receive money from home—an objection
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which is completly removed by the re-
solution of Synod last year respecting
the application of grants from home, to
which we refer them, and by consulting,
which it is hoped they will see their way
clear to co-operate in this good work.

To three congregations _which
would wish to receive the visit of a
Deputation, we would say that in the
meantime this must be deferred ; but
when the Committee meets, it will con-
sider the practicability of following out
their views.

Some of the larger congregations have
made no report, otherwise we are sure
the averace amount from the different
congregations would have been much
higher.” It is hoped that all the con-
gregations in the Church will take an
interest in the proposed Foreign Mis-
sion, and ifthey do, it cannot be doubted
that the object in view will be realized.
The time allowed for replying to the
circular was rather short, and we beg to
suggest that all congregations which have
not replied, will yet do so as soon as
convenicnt.

It was not intended, I suppose, that
money should be transmitted to the
Committee, but I hereby acknowledge
the receipt of £1 3s 4d., being a Collec-
tion from a congregation, which is at
present making an effort to build a
manse for their minister, and will be able
afterwards, it is hoped, to contribute
more liberally for this Foreign Mission.
I shall transmit this, and any other sums
that may besent tc me, to the Synod
Treasurer ;and as, in some cases, in the
letters received, it is said the moncy is
in readiness, and will be sent when re-
quired, I take the liberty tosuggest that
as nothing practical can be done before
the next meeting of Synod, and as
efficient practice will much depend on
the suras promised or paid, it might be
well forall congregations, which. are in-
clined, to advance their contributions
for this year to the Synod Treasurer,
Robert Christie, Esq.. Rosebank, ¥. 0.,
Canada West. It should be considered
that probably double the amount at least,
of what may afterwards be annually
necessary, will be required at first, to fit
out a Missionary, and commence the op-
erations; and as from the pledges already
given, and others, on which we can
calculate, it may be considered certain
that, through God’s blessing, this measure
will be undertaken by our Church, it
may possbly preventa year’s delay in

—
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commencing the work, if congregations
will, as soon as possible, rcalise and
transmit the sums which they expect to
be able to contribute annually.
1 am, Sir, yours respectfully.
Caledonia. 25th October, 1856.
AxpREW FERRIER.

REV. J. W. MATHESON.

We are happy to announce that the
Rev J. W. Matheson has returned from
DPhiladelphia in good health. He has

been during the I;ast winter in atten-
dance upon_the Pennsylvania Medical
College. Ie received the greatest
kindnessthere, having becn presented
with free tickets to all the lectures. He
has made ample use of the privileges thus
afforded him. He will commence imme-
diately the visitation of the congregati-
ons of the Church, in which he will be
probably engaged during most of the
summer months. His future course and
the time of his departure will probably
be determined at Synod.

News of the Church.

PreseNtaTIONS T0 REv. JAuzs Swirs,
Stewiacke.—The large congregation under
she pa:toral inspection of Mr Smith waslate-
iy divided by catting off Middle Stewiacke,
te be united to Brookfield, to form a new con-
sregation,—~the Upper Settlement still re-
uaicicg under hiacharge, and designated the
‘ongregation of Stewixcke. Bcth sectionsof
‘he old congregations have just made up a
wrse to Mr Smith, and havo presented them
0 him with approprinte addresses. That of
s present congregation was presented to
«m in the Church a2t a public meeting; in the
sresenco of the congregation ; the otber was
prosented Ly the committee in MrSmith’sown
honse.
ADDRESS OF THE UPPER SETTLEMENT.

Rev and Drar Sir,—in this aver changing
world, to any ono who can take a retrospec-
tive view of the period of tw2nty-seven years,
whether as regards the great events of the
world s history or in reference ${o the more
minute movements of smail communitics, a
varied and chequered scene presents itself to
tho memory.

Twenty-eight years ago thisday, the peo-
ple composing the congregationof Upper and
Middle Stewiacke were thrown into deep sor-
row by the lamented death of your worthy
predecessor, and you have now spent over
tirenty-soven years in unwearicd sund undi-
minished diligenco in the promotion of their
best interests.  Tho bigh hopes which were
gencrated by the zeal whica you manifested
ia the advancemnent of your Master's canse at
the commenccraent of your Iwbours in this
congregation, bave Lot been disappointed, but
more than realized. .

During this period you have witnessed
much that is calculated to cheer and encon-
rago, and much that is calculated to yroduce
tho contrary faclings. Literally you have
scen thoe ‘¢ willerness and the solitary place
become glad and blossom as the rosc.” Spi-
ritually, we hopoyouhavo good evidence that
the seed sown by your meaus has, in many
instauees, brought forth {ruit *“in some thir-
ty, in somesiaty, and in some an hundred

fold”” ;—so that in these respects it may be
said that you have seen ¢ old things become
new.”’

But when we contemplate tho cbanges which
have occurred in reference to the people of
your charge, weare still more forcibly :e-
miunded of the ever changing scenes of life.
Those who were the active men and women in
this congregation when you were placed over
it, are now eitker bent down with the infirmi-
ties of age or laid in the grave, and the youth,
ihe infant, and the unborn of that time, now
form alargoe proportion of your people and the
most important part of your oharge.

It has, therefore, been your lot, during the
time of your coming in and going out amongt
us, to rejoice with theae who have rejoiced
and to mingle your tears with those who have
wept, toministor the comforts and consolations
of religion to the sick and the afflicted, and to
direct the dying sinner to the blatd of the
blessed Redeemer which oleanseth from all sin.

In addition-tothe faithfal peiformance of
what ay more strictly be called your pastor-
al duties, the labor which you have bestowed
in disscminating seientific and general useful
kaowledge among us, has earned for you the
reputation of a busy man and calls forth our
warmest thauks.

It is a source of the highest gratification to
be able tu say that no event has ever oceurred
to disturb that peace and harmony which
should exist between minister aud people, but
that we bave lived in peace and increased af-
fections ; and we hope wo may be permitted
to say that you never had any reason todounbt
the sincerity and cordiality of the attach-
ment of this congregation from the time you
came amongst us, till this day.

We still wish to cherish our affection for
Fou, and, in tokea of that desire, beg to offer
you the ing testimonial.  ({tis the

pany
- contribution of the cﬁildren, the youth, and

the aged of your people.) Weask youto ac-
cept it az an expression of fricndshin, and of
gratitude,~—conssions that it is only valuable
from the kindly f~elings by which itisincited.

To yourself and your amiable snd mach
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esteemed lady and family wo wish all the
blessings with which God has promised to
bless his people, aud we pray that it may
please the Sovercign digposer of all eventslong
to spare you as s husband and a father in your
family,—as o Father in the Church in which
you fill so important a station,—and as a
Pastor to your congragation.
We bave tho honor to be,
Yours, afectionately,
on behalf of the Contributors.
SAMUEL CREELMAN,
JonN JoHNSON,
Jamgs DuNrap,
TroMAS DaviDSoN,
WiLrtax FovLrox,
Huca Doxrap.

April 7th, 1857.

To the Rev. JAxrs SuMITH. .

To this address Mr. Smith made the fol-
lowing Repiy :—

Dear Brethren,—

I thaok yon and the congregation at large
very sincerely for this handsome present and
for your very gratifying address. You have
been pleased to compliment mo in very
flattering terms—more highly, I fear, than I
deserve. Nevertheless I cannot doubt your
sinceity ; it is abundantly attested by the
very liberal gratuity with which your address
is accompanied—a sum falling & little short
of fifty pounds, and as unexpected as it is
munificent. But for the respect I owe the
congregation I would have some heistation in
receiving such a sum. I feel a. greater de-
sire to spare the congregation than to increase
its burdens. You Lave been lately weakened
by the separation of the Middle Settlement,
and thero are but fow wealtby men among
you. This fresh token of your kindness was
net necessary to assure me of your good feel-
ing. I have had many substantial evidences
of the interest you have invariably taken in
my comfort and welfare, and of your carn _.
desire to fulfil your obligations to your min-
ister. Permit me in particular to advert to
the liberality and good feeling you displayed
towards me at the division of the congrega-
tion, and which you still continue to manifest.
Such substantial testimnonies of your kindness
and regard, I fecl, ero laying me under in-
creasing obligations snd inducements to
greater diligence and fidelity in tho ser-
vice of the Great Macter for your good, and
I trust they will not be forgotten.

Inthe kind providence of God we have been
now long spared together We have bhada
air trial of cach other. You are pleased to
say that my zeal bas not flagged. Thisis as
great a compliment as any man at my age
cap expect. But I can say a great deal more
of you. Your exertions in behalf of religion
among yourselves, and also in the wide field
of christian enterprise, have greatly increased.
In this wonderful and increasingly expan-
siveago of christian liberality you have kept
fully abreast of the times. You are giving
substantial evidence that your beart isin
the work, avd that you arcready to respond
to every call on yourchristian sympathy with
a liberality proportionate to your ability.
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A very great chango indeed is visiblein
the aspeot of the congregation since the com-
mencement of my ministry. Mauy of those
who wero Icading men and fathers of the
Church at that period have gone the way of
all the earth ; and others who were then but
children have risen up to become elders and
managers in the Church, and to fill honour-
able and important stations in society. In
thoe course of my ministry no less than 367
deaths, old and young, have taken place in
the congrogation. With rare exceptions I
have becn present at overy funmeral, ready,
when sorrow had filled your hearts, to
mingle my tears with yours and to minister
tho soothing balm of spiritual consolation.

Unbroken harmony has ever reigned am-
ong us. Great has been our peace—in some
measare liko & flowing stream. No minister
has ever enjoyed a larger measure of thesc
great blessings than has failen to my lot.
We have therefore beon placed in the most
favourable condition for cultivating the
christian graces, and for making due pro-
gross in religion. ¢ The fruit of righteous-
ness is sown in peace ;” and 1 think I am
warranted in saying that your improvement
has been in some gocdly measure in aceord-
anco with your advantages.

In earlier years I was much devoted to
the study of literature and science. The
evenings we were wont to spend in these
interesting pnrsuits afforded me great plea-
sure 3 and it is a satisfaction for me to know
that I have been the means of creating and
and fostering a taste among yeu for these
agreeable studics, and of raising up some
:_a.?etmg you who arenow rivaling their min-
ister. -

Your kind wishes for me and mine I
cordially and . affectionately reciprocate.
¢ Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and
God, even our Father, which bath loved us
ard hath given us everlasting consolation and
good hope through grace, comfort your hearts,
andks’}ab]ish you in every good word and
work.

ADDRESS OF THE MIDDLE SETTLEMENT.

Rev. and Dear Sir,—A year hss almost
transpired since yon were relieved from this
part of your congregation, which by your ex-
ertions, through the blessing of the Great
Head of the Church, has bad itscordslength-
oncd and its stakes reade strong.

And when we Iook back to the time when
you first became our pastor, and view your
labour of love for a_quarter of a century, 1t
was with pain we witnessed your departure.

We fecl we have lost a faithful and zealous
watchman on this part of Zion's walls.

Those ikat wero active men when you first
knew us arenow hoary with yearsor slum-
bericg in the dust. While a great number of
the remaining are those that have grown up
under your ministry ang feel attached to you
by en affection which will cease only when
onr 1ace is run and our warfare is over, and,
cherishing such feelings, is it not right to
express them—wo therefore ask you to accept
this token of our gcod will towards you—
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though small, it is the spontaneous gushings
of a people to their late respected and be-
loved pastor.

And now, your labours being confined to
the othor section of tho congregation, it is
dur sincere desire that you may be long
spared to broak the bread cof life to your
people—to fill the high office conferred on you
by our Churck—and that you may have
many for scals of your minjstry in the great
day of Account. We tender to you our well
wishes for your amiable partner through life
and the children whom God hath given you
—that you may long enjoy each other’s
company and fellowship.

Signed on behalf of the congrogation,

GEORGE F. JONSTOX..
RopeRT PoTNax,
SauugL F. CREELMAN,
JaMES FRAME.

Middle Stewiacke, March 21st, 1857.

To the Rev JAMES SaithH. R

To this address Mr Swmith made the follow-
ing reply:— °

Gntlemen,~This takes me so much by
surprise, and calls up such a crowd of affect-
ing and touching reminiscences, thatI find it
difficult so far to master my feelings as to
make a suitable reply. I am altogetber un-
prepared for this gratifying manifestation of
kindness and affectionate respect. Your very
respectable and equally acceptable gratuity
jsnotduetome. Youalwaysdischarged your
obligations to me in the most punctual and
honourable manner; snd from the distance
between us, Ialways felt that I could not show
you that attention which my siucere aﬁ’qction
for you prompted me to bestow.. Our inter-
course has always been most pleasing and
agreeable, I bave always felt a strong at-
tachment to you, and & deep interest in your
spiritual welfare,—both no doubt heightened
by the consideration tbat your privileges
were fewer, and that you werd the weaker
part of the congregation, although by no
means the least respectable. 1t was as pain-
ful for mo to part with you as it was for you
to give me up. I have experienced -2 great
deal of kindness from you. I have always
had pleasure in going in a .d out among you.
And now that the link is brokea, which for so
any years bound us together so agreeably,
¢ commend you to God, and to the word of
his grace, which is able to build you up, and
to give you an inheritance among all them
who are sanctified.” May the great King
and Head of the Church, provide you with a
pastor according to his own heart, to break
the bread of life to your sonls. May theGod
of all graco and consolation smooth your on-
ward path with many comforts, and at last
may you hear the Redeemer's-voice proclaim,
“ Come ye blessed of my Father, inberit the
kingdom provided for you from the founda-
tion of the world.”

The Princetown Bible and Missionary So-~
ciety met on Tuesday the 10th, in the Church,
in Princetown Royalty, the Rev Dr Kier in
the chair. After sermon, by the Rev John
M Leod, and tho reading of the Report, the
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amount of tho funds collected for the year
was announced to bo £50 7s. 6d., which the
Socicty appropriated in the following manner:
To the Foreign Mission £2710 0
To the British and Foreign Bible

Socicty 0

To the Sooisty for Promoting Chris--
tianity among the Jews 3 Q
To the Pract Society 2 00
Domestio Mission | 517 0
£30° 6

On Monday, the 9th inst., the Annual
Mecting of the Bedeque Bible and Missiona-
1y Society took place at the Presbyterian
Church. The contributions amounted to £23
18s. 9d., which were appropriated as follows,
viz:—to the Foreign Missions, £16 17s. 3d.;
to Home Missions, £3 7s. 9d.; to Britishand
Foreign Bible Society, £3 13s. 9d.— Protector.

Notices,Acknowledgmoents,&¢
Instructor and Register, in account wizh

Charles Robson, Agent, Dr.

1856.

Dec 31. To p'd for printing dur-

ing the year £247 ¢ ©
« * Allowance for Ed.

itor’s expenses 20 0 O
“ “ Blank Books 110}
« “  Postages 3 9

* PlateforJan’yNo 3 15 0
¢ Am’t paidto Agent6 0 0

-

217 0 7}
1856. CONTRA.
Dece31. By Am’t of Subscripti-

onsfor185¢rec’d£187 6 9
d « Balance of 1885 per

Mr Sedgewick’ 411 8
“ ‘¢ Arrcarsstilldue 38 3 6

e “ Balance £—1 8d to

H. Mission Fund 15 13 0}
1 ¢ Balance £—2 3ds to R

F. Mission Fund 81 6 1

277 0 7%

Monies received by Treasurer from 20th
March 1o 20th April 1857,
Foreign Mission.
Mch 21—T0.P. Church.Bay Street,
Toronto, C. W, per
Rev John Jennings £15 8
Sabbath-School at ditto 1 0
Mr James Tilster.do 2 10
F¥rom Children’sMission
- Box : Masters Maxwell
Strange, 85 ; George
Sirange, 1s3d ; Charles .
Strange, 1s 8d 10 &
Mr Andw. Hendersondo 1 5 0
ClairmantCongregation,
Pickering 4 5 6

oco,

24 19 6
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24—Mr Edward Logan,
Stewiacke 6 8
Mr Joiin Archibald,do 1 5 0
Mrs Lydia Dunlap, do 5 0
Mr Wil Jeffers, do 110
27—Mr John Hughan,Mount
Thom 10 ©
Ap'l 4—Miss. Soc.. Noel,per Misa
Nancy O'Brien, Sec’y. 8 0 0
14—Mr William Ross, New
Glusgow 1 3
Home Mission.
Mch 24—Mr E. Logan.Stewiacke 6 8
27—Salem Church Society,
additional 6
Coutribution fm Miss’y !
Soc’y. Poplar Grove
Charch, Hahfax 20 0 ©
Seminary
Mch 24—Mr E. Logan,Stewiacke 6 8
Ap'l 4—Miss. Soc., Noel,per Miss
Nancy O'Brien, Sec’y. 3 0
9—Ladies’ Sewing Circle,
Pictou, for building

13

Scwinary 300
Misses McCullochs,do 2 10 0
Mrs & Miss McCulloch 2 10 0
13—Mr Robert Stewart, Ro- .
ger Hill, for Sp. Effortl 0 6
18—Congregation of St Ma-
ry’s for 1857 1210 ©
M:ssionary Schooner ' Jokn Knox.”
Mch 24—X¥rom all persons in Rev
J. Smith’s congregati-
on, Stewiacke
From Scholars in Mr E.
Logan’s School, Pem-
broke [
Miss Elizabeth Ruddeck,
per Kev J. Watson 15 8
Miss Sarah Crocket,do 5 ©
Ap'l18—Prince Street Church
Sabbath School 2 00

J. & J. Yorston ac' nowledge reccipt of

schoolmaterials from ’rince Street Church
Sabbath School for the Aneitenmn Mission
to the amount of £2; also from James
Dawson, for the <ame object, 3s.

Picrou, April 20, 1857.

J. & J. Yorston acknowledge the re-
ceipt of the following for the Foreign Mis-
sion .—

Ladies of River John, 28 yds home

made clothat2s peryard £3 2 9

Do, sundries 6 9

Total 3 9 6
Pictou, April 20, 1857.

Robert Smith, Truro, acknowledges the
receipt of the following:—
SEMINARY.
 From Upper Londonderry, annual col-
lection Rev E. Ross’ congregation
Follv Meetine House District £8 3 9
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DeBert River, do
Mass Town, do 12 6
Maitland Juvenile Missionary
Society, per Rev William Me-
Culloch 10 0 0
Forerey MissioN.
Ladies of Upper Onsiow, per
Mrs Baxter, cloth, priat,
thread, &c., value 110 0
Miss E. Archibald, Old Barns 3 1}

The Presbytery of Truro meets at the
Folly, Upper Londonderry, on Tuesday,
May 12th, at 11 o'clock, forenoon. Ser-
mon by Mr Currie.

The Presbytery of Halifax will meet at
Newport on the third Tuesday ot May at
:lLl o'clock, A.M. Sermon by Revd DMe-

ean.

Rev Allan Fraser gratefully acknow-
ledges the receipt of the following sums to
assist in rebuilding Cascumpec Church:—
Ladies’ Religious and Benevolent

Suciety. Old Barns., N. S., per

Rev William McCaltoch £2 8
Ladies’ Religious andj Benevo-

Ient Society, Princetown 3
John Townsend, Esq. Lo¢ 19,

Prince Edward Island
Mrs John Walker, New Annan
Rev Mr Patterson, Bedeque
Rev Dr Kier, Princetown
Friends, per Rev Dr Kier
John R. Gardiner, lsq., Bedegne
A Lady, Charlottetown

~

1
1
21
1

woacoms o
CoeCo%®S © o

The Sabbath School in connection with
Prince Street Church, Pictou, have col-
lected and disbursed the following sums
for missionary purposes during the past
year :—

1856.
Jan. Amount of special collection
from scholars for mission-
ary ship ¢ J. Williams® £6 5 0
Apl. Proceeds of mission’y meet-
ing held under the dircc-
tion of the Sabbath School
teachers to raise funds for
the missionary schooner
« John Williams” 1
Amount of monthly collec-
tions from scholars for
missiouary purposes

8§15 0

610 o

3110 0

The last sum was apropriated as follows ¢
Missionary schr “ John Knox™™ £2 0 0
Education of Miss Lucy Geddie 2 10 ¢
School materials for Miszion at

Anciteum 2 00

GeoreE HarTIiE, Treasnrer.

Pictcu. April, 1857. )




