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THE

- CHRISTIAN BANNER,

‘ tfany man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God.”
&This is love, llum we walk after his commandments.”

VOL. VL COBOURG, AUGUST, 1852, NO. 8
NEW VERSION—AN ADDRESS.

Every professor in America if not in Christendom should know that
on April 2nd of the current year a Convention was held in Memphis,
Tenn., by the friendsof a new version of the Bible. It was an influen-
tial assembly. It wasa solemn subject on which they deliberated—
neither move nor less than the expediency and wisdom of attempting
to get up a new and improved version of the holy scriptures for the
Anglo Saxon race, and arrungements thereunto pertaining.

We are happy in the thoucht that we live at a time when such a
Convention is held, and more especially when we take into account
the number and character of the christian gentleman and scholars
who honor such a conventional gathering with their presence and coun-
sel. We thank the Lord. We take courage.

Many good speeches by gifted mer, enlightened Christians, and
emiuent scholars were delivered daring this Bible Union Convention.
We have not room for any one of them entire; but the following
lengthy extract of an address which may be found in the Millennial
Harbinger for April, spoken by the liberal, masterly, and eminent
editor of that large and widely cireulating Monthly, is entitled tobe

served to our readers, though at the risk of hearing complaamts that
our paper ig too limited for anything requitirig so many pages We
.could desire we had space for the whole adflress It is rich, stromg,
< PER
learned, instructive, pointed, and highly mte&‘estmg— D. G.

A more suitable time has never Hn since the era of the Anglo
Saxon language, since the rise of the Papal defection, than the present,
for a corrected and improved version of the Jewish and Christian Or-

acles, in the living Anglo-Saxon language of the present day.
A concerted movement of all, or any “of the Protestant partxes in

nor is it any where inscribed on the pages of ccclesiastical history,
that & plurality of denominations have cver agreed to make a common

| version, for common nse. Romanists and Plotestants, Episcopalians

and Pnesbytermns C'm *rc'w.mmh\ts 'md M \thomsts Baptists and

all(‘h an undertaking, we.cannot e\pect It isnotin hvmg experiencey
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202 THE CHRISTIAN BANNER.

Pedobaptists, never have agreed, and, I presume, never will agree,
to make in common a new version.

Indeed, the first version in our language, as also the second— which
i virtually the present commonly used version—in the main, -vere
made by individual enterprise and on individual responsibility.—
Their merit, and the eourse of events, providentially gave them
whatever popularity and influence, they have possessed.

King James’ vercion is,at most, but a corection, not, indeed, always
an amended corvection, of the version of Wm. Tindal. No assembly
ever made & new verzion of the New Testament. Conventions have
met and read, have approbated or condemned, have amended or altered
as the case may have been, versions made by individual men.  But no
cenvention has yet made  new or original translation.

Majorities, in the aflzirs of mammon, are worthy of all respect and
confidense, beeanse, in such matters, they have a single eye, a clear
head, and a sincere heart.  But in Christ’s Kingdom, minorities are
much more lilzely to ke, and most generally have been, most worthy
of public confidence, ever sinee the almest unanimous spiritual courd
of Israel deliverediup the Lord Jerus Curist to be erucified. The
history of mankind is full of adironition and warning on this subject.
Ever since the days of Hoah, Lot, and Abraham, majorities arc not
famous—rathex infamous—in sacred story.  Still, we flatter ourselves,
and will present the Hattering unciion to the souls of our contempo-
raries, that we all are exceptions to a universal rule.  Still, I confess
Iam not withcut fear in this matter, while I lock narrowly into the
volumes of church hiztery.  Cne thing is certain, we have as yet no
version of the Chiistian Seriptures made by convention.

«TIlistory, is but philesonhy speaking by example.” If history ex-
emplifies zny prineinle, it i3 that geod men Jove hght and wicked men
hate light, in aiimatters spiritual and eternal.  ience, as already
shown, every valaakble effort to give a new version of (tod’s own book,
has been confined cr doomed to individual enteiprise, or that which
most zearly approaches it.  “ Tn the waultitude of counsellors,” Solo-
mon says, = there is safety.” But he did notsay in the multitude of
translators there issafety. In giving connsel on smewm and tuwm, on
“miney and thiney,” there is much more fucility, and much more safety,
than inmaking faithful versions of company of select men, not selected
hy a King, a court, a metropelitan or an archbizhop, but by a spiritually

and heaverly-minded community,sclected oat of a Christian communi- -

ty, may be fuund capable’and honest, single eyed enough. to guarantee
aversion true to the original, & they are competent to understand and
expregs it.  Learned in their own language, they must be,as well asin
tlic original tongues.

But it has been often asked, What may be the destiny of such a
version? In other words, Who will receive it, and what will be its
influénce? Thisis a question, however dogmaticaily propounded,
cannot be so degmatically answered. We are neither apostles nor
prophets; but” we can freely cxpress our opinion, and give some
reasons for it




THE CHRISTIAN BANNER. 203

In the first place, then, much will depend upon the reputed ertho-
doxy and piety of those who execute it. The Socicty under whuse
patronage, and by whose instrumentality it is proposed, is properly
called the “Bible Union.” Notthe Baptist Union.

Already it has been opposed and misrepresented as a - DBaptast
Union for Baptist principles. A new measure to carry out émmer-
sionist views of the action of baptism, by trauslativg buptisme, fmmeer-
sion, and all its family, root and branches, by <muwcrse, imincs sing,
immersed, immersion ! This is about all the logic and all the theturic
that has appeared in one hundred and forty-four paragraphs, wiitten,
printed, and circulated against it, “ from Dan even unto Beersheba,?
from Boston to San Francisco, from Mulbery strect, New York, to
0ld Jewry, London.

Truly immersionists have been hardly pressed, although now the
largest community in the Union, and annually gaining more than
any denomination in the number of its membership; fully cqualling
in population, wealth, and resources, one-fifth of the political and
moral foree of this great nation.

But why have recourse to a new version, for the sake of transla-
ting this family of buptizo? Have not all, or nearly all, the learned
Rabbis and Doctors of the Pedobaptist communities, affirmed not
only that baptism means immersion, but also that it was so admin-
istered in the Apostles’ days? Ask Brenner, of the Church of
Rome, what was the ancient apostolic baptism? He responds, that
“immersion was practised for thirtecn centuries almost universally,
and from the beginning till now,” in the Greek Chureh. Ask the
Lnglish piscopal Church how long did the church practice immer-
sion as the representative of baptism? And Dr. Wall responds, for
1600 years. Ask Luther what is his judgment on the premises? he
answers, “ I could wish that all such as are to be baptized, should be

~ carefully immersed into water, according to the meaning of the
" word and the signification of the drdinance; as also, without doubt it

was instituted by Christ.” Ask the great American critic, the late
Professor Stuart, what is the Engiish of baptize, and he affirms,
“that it means to dip, plunge or immerse in water, and that all
lexicographers and erities of any note are agreed in this.” And
does not aucient history aver, that both Wyeliffe and Tindal were
in their views immersionists?  With all these venerated names—a
mere cluster culled from the orthodox Pedobaptist vine—what need
have Baptists themselves to form a Baptist Bible Union, fo inculeate
their views of immersion ! ! *

But it will be whispered that other views than these—heritical
and false—are cherished by the Bible Union, and tlat the -Bible
will be colored by these. This has been insinuated; nay printed
and published by Baptists themselves opposed toit.  Aud what is the
proof, or the basis of such suspicion? Have not the leading movers
of this Bible translation, asnow digested and cxhibited by the Bible
Union, beén always regarded as sound and orthodox on every vital
doctrine of christianity? Do net they believe in the fall of man;
in the contamination and guilt of sin, which, as a leprosy, has
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infected every child born into'thé world? Do theéy not believe
~'and teach the  equal Divine nature and glory of the Father and of
the Son, and of tie Holy Spirit, as developed in: the great work: of
redemption, in and through the death, the sacrifice, or vicarious
sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ2 Do they uot belicve and teach
| that the Father works, the Son. works, and the Holy Spirit works,
in the redemption, illumination, regeneration, sanctification, resur-
| rection, and. glorification of man, through the grace: of the Father,
the. Sacrifice of the “Son, and the re-crcative, renowating. regen-
erating influence of the IToly Guest of the Christian temple—the
xsn):stic’l house of Gud, erected for an habitation of God through the
pirit?
Can, then, our heterodoxy be alleged as an objection to any ver-
sion that we may make? Theu there is no vital crthodoxy, no real
" orthodoxy, in Protestant Christendom. My own individual ortho-
doxy is too orthodox for the orthodox prelates of a sectarian world.
1 thank God, as Paul once said. of himself, in bis own foolish way. of
boasting, I am. more orthodox than any of them. Lhave all their |
orthedoxy, and a little more besides. And I know that the next
generation—or, at farthest, the one after that—will acknowledge it.

* We conclude, then, from our premises—and they are both large |
and liberal—that any version cousummated by the Bible Union ¢an
never be objected to by any—the most ortbodox party in Protestant
Christendom—Dbecause of. any theorctic or practical error held.or
propagated by any of these whio-participate in its consummation. I

am fully aware that the wiles of the Devil will be in requisition,
ready tostrangle it as scon as born. But the Lord has alwaye taken
and subdued the Devil’s wise men in their own eraftiness. and shown
" that the weakuess of God is stronger- than maan ov the Devil ; aud
therefore the preaching of old, stale, quaint. spectacle-bestrid ortho-
doxy, will be'us impotent now as was Herod’s decree to kill the-
new born king of the Jews; by the slanghter of the innocents of
Bethlehem. ) - '
But.sceing that the Bible Union is- not a Baptist Union. nor is it
‘an heterodox. Union, but a Unton for a. pure. chaste. exact. faithful,
a..d perspicuous-version of the Christian Qracles. and ultimately of
the whole volume of Divinely inspired truth, what is likely to be its .
fortunés, its future history, or its destiny b :
"To.answer to- this question, though somewhat in the spirit of proph-
esy, is-not so vory difficult asat first presentation might be assumed
- or imagined.. Ifitbe faithfid and true to-the original. and we assume
that such it will be; in the judgment of.all truly enlightened men, it
must, then, in harmony with the-history of man.and.the progress of ||
' the age; gain a glorious-triumph over its opponents.. Their batteries
will be silent, because-they will have been silenced by the work itself.
It may.be condemned .and. reprobated—=—indeed it will be, by a mere
- sectary; who.has taken the oath of allegiance to his present prejudices; |
{| for better:orfor worse, and.who, in advance of itsappearance, has zot. |
only thouglit but said; ““no:good thing can-come out of Nazareth,” and
therefore never will.  Such was the fate-and the fortunes of Tindal's
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version. He was persecuted and driven from England. He was
put to death by the orthodox of that day. His translation was
inhibited in Bngland ; and yet in a few years after, it was virtually
the English Bible; enacted and ordained by the ecclesiastical and
politic:ﬁ potentates of England.

The present version was mnot, on its first appearance, a universal
favorite. Some preferred the Bishops’ Bible; others disliked both.
Oune age burns heretics; the next makes them saints and martyrs,
and erects monuments to their memory. No wise man. well read in
civil or ecclesiastical history, can expect a different state of things.—
The censure of onc age, is all praise in the judgment of the next; as
the praise of one generation is often the shame and the reproach of
the following. Christians live for immortality, for eternity, and,
therefore, to them it is a matter of little or no account how their
contemporaries may think and speak of them. The only happy man
is he whem the Lord approveth.

But what will be the fortunes of such a version, as we contemplate
may be rationally anticipated? It will ultimately be received by all
the Immersionists. Some of the clders, some of the scribes, some of
the popular doctors, some of the man-worshippers, will, no doubt, say
of it when issued, what they said of it before it appeared. This they
will do to justify the false position which, in a fitful mood, they un-
fortunately took on the whole premises. This we expect, and will
not be disappointed. ITuman nature, in the absence of Divine grace,
runs in these channels.  Yet we say it will be ultimately reccived
by all the immersionists. and by a portion of the non-immersionists.
Bat, in some instanees, it will be read with more interest to find out,
its faults, than to perecive its fidelity or its general excellency. All
who plead for perspicuouns or faithful versions, into foreign tongues
abroad, will be compelled to receive a perspicuous and faithful
version in their own Anglo-Saxon at home. We.who are now actors
in the drama will suon die. Qur prepossessions and antipathies will die
with us, and our labors will fall into more impartial hands. In
one life-time, despite of all opposition. it will be generally read
by all enlighteved Christians of our language, probably in some
points improved : but in those points to which special reference is
had, just as we give it. Many may denounce it whose children
will only wish, “as duteous sons, their futhers had been more wise.”

B.t in saying so much of a new version to be made in the present '
day, we are likely to be misunderstood. We do not really intend or
wish for a literally new version, We much prefer, in all cases, the
common Auglo-Saxon style and idiom. and never will capriciously ,
change the verbiage, unless when defective or unfaithful to the
original, or otherwise in bad taste. I am one, and have long been
one, of the admirers of the Angls-Saxon—of the Common Version.
And altheugh often corrected and improved in its defects, by such
men as  Campbell, Macknight, Doddridge, &e., neither the more
sonorous and elegant Latinites of the former, nor the pure, and ;
sometimes too complaisant Grecisms of the latter, nor the combina- .
tion of them both, with less taste and vigor, by Doddridge, and other

e et ———
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modern revisionists, win my admiration nor command my respect
and affection, so much as the pure Anglo Saxoun of the fourtcenth
century, as.it mainly appears in the revision of King James, and his
forty-seven translators or revisors. With Macaulay and other dis-
tinguished writers of the present day,  belicve that much of the
power and ¢ffect of the common Bible, and Bunyan's Pilgrim's Pro-
gress, are owing to the fact that they are the only two good specimens
of that style extant amonyst us, and have thereby an easier and move
direct passport to the understanding, the conscience, and the heart
of English, Scotcl, Irish and Americans, than any other bouks in our
language.

Change, for the sake of change, in the Oracles of God.in any
language, is,in my judgment, bad taste and worse philevophy ; and
ought to be eschewed, rather than cultivated or adopted. by cach and
every one who desires the Word of God to run and bLe glorified in our
day and generation.  Clange, without improvement is. ‘n most cases,
and, most of all, in Bible translation, mere pedantry—moie worthy of
reprobation than of commendation, on the part of every lover of the
Bible aud mankind. I love the phrases and furms of speech iu which
our venerable and venerated forefathers were accustomed to clotle
their conceptions of God and of Cluist, and of the great salvation,
when they tuned their hearts to tie praices of God. or prostiated
themselves before his merey scat. 1 love, too. the forms of specch
in whivh they exprassed their conccwtions of his grace aud of Lis
great saulvation. when in their eestacles they celebrated the wonders
of his ;race and extolled his condescension to alost and reived wnid.
Magniloquenee is the index of' a wenk and visionury mied; and a tue
precise ard formal style. in eomplaisance to the vertal livery of the
times. savors more of pedantry tuan of pict . more f the flesh tha of
the spirit.  Yiore of the wisdom ofixen than of the puver of Gud —
Mueh Tearning, real substuntnl learning. good commen seuse. mach
pe ¥ and spirtuality of mind. mid a profoand ham ity and reverence,
are essentini quatifications of u good translator of tue Gracles of Gud,
We are, therafore, 1more disposed to ask who is fit for such a work.
rather than to hasten rashly or presumptiously upon it as a matter of.
common concern or of ephemeral duration. It isa good work. a great
work, a solemn work, and must be approached with g.cat solemnity
and self-examination. Itisnota task to be hastily assumed. and
despatched with expedition. It is as solemn as death and as awful
as e’ernity. If God commanded his servant Moses, when Lie pre-
seuted himself to him at Horeb. saying, * Draw not nigh hither; put
off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place on which thou standest is
holy ground ;? and if the captain of the Tiord's host said to Joshua,
when standing in his presence, ¢ Loose thy shoes from off thy feet,
for the place on whioh thou standest is holy,” with what solemnity
and reverence should we presume to touchi * the .rk of the covenant”
of mercy, and to opon its contents to our contemporaries and to pos-
terity 2 Should not, then,such a work as is proposed, Lo undertaken,
prosecuted and consummated, in the spirite of piety, thie most sincere,
and of a reverence the most profound ?
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The very name Bible Union hasa charm in the ear of every
friend of truth, of every friend of God and man. The Bible is God’s
own foundation for the greatest Empire in creation. Is is the con-
stitution of the Empire of Redeemed Humanity! We have bad
every other sort of nnion but an wnity for a perfect English Bible.—
The Christian world. so called, may co-operate in the work which it
proposes.  And that a perfeet Buglish Bible, for an English people
is needed for three great purposcs, will, I presume, on a proper ex-
position of the premises, be very generally conceded. The first for
the union of true Christians; the second for the conversion of the
world ; the third for the perfection of the church. To illustrate
what we mean in such a broad affirmation, take an example or two:—
1. Let all Englishmen read immerse for baptize, and then would not
the baptismal controversy cease upon tke action of baptism ¢ 2. Let
them read congregation for church, and where the basis for the pa-
triarchy, for the papacy or the prelacy 2 Let them read lwe for char-
tty,and where that spurious tolerance of error, as a substitute for
brotherly-kindness and love? '

First, we say, for the wnion of true christians. The most insuper-
able barrier to this are the three prevailing baptimins--Laptism in
water with faith ; baptism in water, without faith. and baptism with
the Spirit without either faith or water. 'There are. thercfore. three
meanings attached to Christian baptism, The fist is. the inanersion
of a professed believer 47 water. The second is the aspersion of
water «pon a person, with or without faith. The third is, the affusion
or effusion of the Spirit of God upon a spirit. antcecdent to and inde-
pendent of; either knowledge or faith. Thus the word (eydize becomes
a perfect enigma. .

Baptize is neither Hebrew not Greek, neitTer Tatin nor English.
It is a modification of the Greek daptizo, the Towan furin of which
is identical with the Greek. Henee the Greek and Ruman Church
practised immersion down to A. D. 1311; and the Greek Chureb,
still older than the Roman, and vast in its territery, still practices it.

The English Church. too, practised immersion down to the reign
of Henry VIXL, and it was so ordained by statute of said Henry, in
his Holy Manual or Guide of A. D. 1530. The statute of Heunry
VIIL., 21st, thus speaks, “ Let the priest take 1he child, and. having
asked the name baptize him, by dipping lim in wuter thyice.”

Indulgences were given, in after reigns, to pour water upon weak
babies ; and, very sovn after, all the babies bceame weak, and could
not even stand the shock of pouring. Then John Calvin mercifully
interposed, and commuted pouring for sprinkling. The priests,
English and Scotch, immediately commenced a new kind of oratory,
under the shivld and the star of the rhetorical figures of 2 synecdoche,
which puts a part for a whole, and of a matalepsis, which autlLorizes
old names to be applied to new things. And so Presbyterians, Con-
gregationalists, Episcopalians and Methodists, liberal spirits all, in
general, have availed themselves of the tolerant indulgence of the
falsely styled ¢ intolerant Calvin.”

potstm—




208 : THE CHRISTIAN B ANNER.

The Edinburgh Encyclopedia is high authority in this casé.—
Hear the article on haptism, in the words following, to wit:

“TIn this country (Scotland.) however, sprinkling was never prac-
tised in ordinary cases, till after the Reformation; and in Englard,
even in the reign of Kdward the VI., trine immersion, dipping first
the right side, sccondly the left side, and lastly the face of the infant,
was commonly observed. But during the persecution of Mary, many
persons, most of whom were Seotchmen, fled from Englaud to Geneva,
and there greedily devoured the opinions of that church. In 1556 a
book was published at that place, containing the ‘form of prayers,
and ministration of the sacraments, approved by the famous and godly
learned man, John Calvin, in which the administrator is enjoined to
take waterin his hand and lay it upon the child’s forchead. These

. Scottish exiles who had renmounced the authority of the Pope, im-

plicitly acknowledged the authority of Calvin; and returning to their
own country with Knox at their head, in 1559, established sprinkling
in Scotland. From Seotland this practice found its way inio England,
in the reign of Elizabeth.”

The second great object of a new version is the conversion of the
world. Our Redeemer, in his intercessory prayer, as reported by
Joln, the beloved Apostle, has declared that the union of bis friends
and followers is essential to the conversion of the world I pray,
Holy Father,” says he, not for the Apostles only, nor for these only
that now believe on me, that they may be one as we are; but < I pray
for those also who shall believe on me through their word, {or teach-
ing) that they all may be one—that as thou, Father art inme, and I
in thee, they also may be one in us, that the world may believe that
thow hast sent me. and that I have given them the glory which thou
gavest me, that they may be one even as we are onc : I in thee, and
thou.in me, that they may be made perfeetin one; and that the
world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them as thou
hast loved me.” Though we had a thousand arguments to offer in
the advocacy of the necessity of the union of Christians, in order to
the conversion of the world of unbelieving Jews and Gentiles, we
would not on such an occasion, adduce one of them in corroboration
of this one. They are all as the twinkling of innumerable starsin a
cloudless heaven, compared with the splendors of a meridian sun,
blazing in all hisnognday majesty and effulgence on our world. The
simple declaration of the fact, that the union of christians is necessary
to the ccuversion of the world, by such a person on such an oceasion,
is as strong as the strongest mathematical demonstration of a physi-
cal truth, subjected alike to the senses and the understanding of
men. .

So long as the Lord Jesus Christ—the Founder of the Christian
-Church or kingdom—has made its union, and spiritual communion
in-one God, through one Redeemer, and by one Holy Spirit, 2 means
of the conversion of the world. it evuld not be made more essential to
that end by any enactment, ordinance, or oracle in earth or heaven.
It is, therefore, now, and for forty years past has been, with me, a
fixed prineiple, that if a hundred sects or schisms inChrist's Kingdom
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nations of earth, the world, in our Saviowr's sense, could not be «<on-

verted, oi be made to believe that Jesus is the true Messiah, the only
i Saviour of the world. I might shew, in volumes, the evils of schisms,
and so might another, and another, as comversant with these themes
as any of us; but the simple utterance of thi~ prayer, for the union
of all believers in the Divine persun and mission, and work of Jesus,
in order o the conversion of the world, eclipses, and will eternally
eclipse them all  Itisan eud, a consummation most devoutly to be
wished, but which never can be gained while the Christian profes-
sion is severed and divided into inuumerable parties, in perpetual
conflict with one another. The sword of ecclesiastic strife must be
sheathed, and the haleyon flag of Zion must wave its peaceful folds
on every Christian altar, from one extremity of Christendom to the
other. ’

Whatever, then, tends to the true interpretation or translation of
the Living Oracles into the languages of our Christendom, is an object
of transeendent, nay of paramount importance, to the answer and
accomplishment of our Redeemer’s prayer; to the health, peace, pros-
perity, and ultimate triwnph of our most holy faith, over all the super-
stitions and idolatries of earth. How much, then, need I ask,
depends upon such a version of the Holy Oracles as will give an
“exact and perspicuous Interpretation of every passage conneetéd
with each and cvery one of those unhappy sources of error that
have occasioned, or given any countenance to, those paralyzing
schisms, which have, more or less, frustrated our missionary enter-
prizes since the establishment of the first domestic or foreign mission
in Christendom ?

The third great object to be gained is the perfection of the church.
“That they may be made perfect in one,” is a portion of the burthen
of our Lord’s intercessory prayer. Perfection is, therefore, the glory
and felicity of man,

The perfectibility of human nature, by human instrumentality, has
long heen the fascizating dream of visionary philosophers. A true
philosopher, or & true Christian, never cherished such an Utopian
vision. But there is a true, a real perfectibility of human character
and of buman nature, through the soul-redeeming mediation and hol}
spiritual influence of the great Philanthropist—the Hero, the Author
and Perfector of the Christian faith. And there is a transforming
power—a spiritual, a divine energy, adequate to this end, in the
gospell of Christ, as now dispensed by the Holy Guest of the Christian
temple.

It is first a spiritual, and finally a physical transformation of man,
in his whole physical, intellectual, and moral constitution. It is, in
the measure of his spiritual capacity,a perfect conformity to the
perfect image of the spiritual beauty and loveliness of the Divine
Father himself. This is the glorious destiny of man under a reme-
dial economy of means and influences, expressed or suggested in the
teachings of the Messiah, and fully developed in the writings of his
‘ambassadors to the nations._ OQur divine Master had this in his eye,
— .

l were to send out their respective myriads of missionaries into all the
|
i
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when he prayed for the perfection of Christiacs in and through
himself.

Now, in order o this divine scheme of redemption and transform-
ation of a fallen aud ruined world, the whole volume of the Christian
Seriptures is, iu the wisdom of God, inspired and fashioned as hap-
pily, as wiscly and as benevolently, as light is to the eye, or harmony
and melody to the ear.  To have the full-orbed sun of righteousness,
mercy, aud lite, shining in all his moral and spiritual splendors upon
our souls, iu the lizht of a life divine and everlasting, 1s the choicest

boon of Licuven, und the richest trcasure almighty love ever imparted

to any portivu of God’s intellectual and spiritual universe. OQught
not, then, these animating and eheering rays of Divine'light be per-
itted to shine into our souls, in tle clear and cloudless atmosphere
of a pure and transparent interpretation or translation of the Divine
originals of our most precious and holy faith ! And what conscience
purified from guilt, what heart toached with the magnet of everlasting
love, and sanctified by faitl, does not pant after the full fruition of
the light of God’s countenanee, reflected upon us iz the mirror of
Divine Revelation?

If, then, there be an object that supremely claims our concentrated
energies and our most vigorous efforts ; if there be happiness, honer,
and glory in our assimilation fo the Divine image; if the union of
all the children of God in one holy brotherhood ; if the conversion
of the world to the ohedience of the faith; if the perfection of the
Christian character, through faith, hope, and love—thtough an ardent
zeal and devotion, be objects of paramount value and importance—
be pre-eminently desirable, vught not all the talents and learning and
grace, which God has vouchsated to his church of the present day, be
consecrated and devoted to the consummation of this transcendent
work !

POSITION AND PRINCIPLES OF DISCIPLES.
No. VIIL

Those who speak of the zeal of Disciples as too frigid and too

philosophical, may speak what is true; but it does not follow that |

they are good judges of Christian zeal and its legitimate fruits, either
in sentiment or practice. True zeal, according to knowledge, is a
rarity; and, if permitted to say it, we, as a people, are disposed to go
all lengths for a reformation in religious zeal, asin all things else
pertaining to the religion of the Supreme King.

Zieal, let it be said, is a principle—not a passion; a steady and relia-
ble power—not a meteor-like impulse. The enthusiastic outbursts
of to-day succeeded by the lukewarmness of to-morrow, or the glowing
warmth of the present hour followed by the cold cbill of the next
hour, cannot be honoured with the name of Christian zeal. Christi-

_ — wcwhl

,anity is subject to no such fever and ague. Hysterics and spasms
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form no part of the religion of our Lord. And without the least
disposition to exaggerate, misconstrue or misrepresent any of the
practices common 1o our fellow professors, what, let us candidly ask,
are all our modern “revivals” and “ cold seasons” but so many sink-
ings and risings in the spiritual thermometer, indicating the most
sudden and marked contrasts between the lively life of cne day and
the nearest thing to deatl the next? Vet is it not true that if we
were to fall in with this cripple and limping system our zeal would be
taken at par?

We praise not our own zeal. Itis net held up as a model to
others. It is behind the primitive standard. It therefore needs
amendment. We plead reformation for oursclves as well as for
others. And on this prineiple, can we not, shall we not, invite all
sterling men to assist us in finding and following the inspired
pattern? )

Bat this is not the point aimed at when it is testified that the
Dis:iples are wanting in zeal. Connected with this imputation, there
is a fearful foreboding that we are rationalists, deny holiness of heart,
and positively lack those spiritualities which form the groundwork
and soul of zeal. (German rationalism, tinctured with a cold senti-
mentalism, form, it is believed, our religion. Come then, objecting
reader, and let us diligently enquire into this very grave department.
We at once agree that if defficicnt here—if we have not the mind
that was in Christ Jesus—all our knowledge, attainmeats, aims, and
labors are idle, futile and fatal. Witkout spirituality in the inner
man-—ithout righteousness and true holiness—without the Lord’s

. spirit in the soul—without the occupancy of the heart with the things
. of God—it matters little how any man prates about reformation. -

The reader will be surprised to learn that we are led and impelled
to oppose the popular denominations on the very ground that they
are s0 barren of piety and spirituality. Sueh, pevertleless, is the
case. We maintain, and we think we are able to maiztain, that all
spiritual life. and all the means of tlis spiritual life, come from, and
are inseparably connected with, “the Lord from heaven.” He is law-
giver and life-giver. We need no other. Light, love, law, life, are
iu his precepts, his institutions, his attributes. With him are al] the
treasures of knowledge, wisdom, power, grace, Divine excellency, and
the riches of the Spirit. He is the © Minister of the True Taber-
nacle.” They have “ the mind of Christ,” and are therefore ¢ spirit-
ually minded” who attend his ministrations. . They have the spiritual
law “written on their hearts.” The whole machinery of the Gospel,
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indeed, exists for this one great end—to make men spiritual, lovely,
holy, God-like. The vineyard and the vine-dresser, the vines and
the grape clusters, are not prized for their own sake; but for what
they produce—the pure wine. 1t is cven so with the Gospel. The
whole of its power, every one of its precepts, all its ordinavces, con-
template one grand result, and this one grand result is, to fill the
human heart with Jesus’ spiritual love; for in every heart where
this love reigns, that heart is made living with heavenly life, ready to
pay acceptable humage to God and overflow with good will and good
deeds to all men.  Aud “whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is
the love of God perfected: hereby kuow we that we are in him:—he
that saith he abideth in him, ought himself also so to walk, even as
be walked.”

Aud shall it be objected—shall the words be solemnly spoken in
the hearing of the great King—that we have rationalist views aud
are not spiritual men in Christ, beczuse we depend exclusively upon
the Lord Jesus and his gracious and spiritual gifts? +“Boys in the
market-place” could not make a more incongruous and unhappy com-
plaint. It leads us to think of an Italian hushundman and his two
servants. Xle told them both to go to his winepress and prepare a
flagon of wiue each, and bring to him. The one filled his vessel with

the juice of the grape as commanded; the other worked the press

uatil his flagon was one-fourth full, aud then filled it up with water.
Oun returning to the master, he who had the mixture of wine and
water complained of his cumpanion; saying, that his vessel contained
impure wine. The master, on making striet enquiry, finally ascer-
tained the truth, that he who was accused had the pu-- article, and
the accuser the impure ; but on charging the adulteration upon the
accuser, he received this extraordinary answer.—* My flagon is pure,
for water is purer than wine; that servant's flagon is not pure, for it
contains nothing but wine.” The reply of the husbandman may be
anticipated,—+ When I send for water, it is water I want; you have
neither pure wine nor pure water: you are no longer my scrvant.”

The best counsels and wisest expediencies of men may diminish,
but cannot increase the spirituals of our Lord Jesus: and assuredly
that people must be the most devout, the purest in heart, who free
themselves most from the devices of a corrupt age and the expediencies
of sinister men, and cleave with serupulSus care to the Lord’s own
enactments.

‘We have said, and we ought to say again, that the religion of Jesus,
from first to last, has but ope design, and that one design the filling
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of the heart of man with pure, spiritual, heaven-born love. And
here it should be emphatically stated that no one can possess or enjoy
this love in its power and richness without hearing the words, receiving
the laws, observiag the ordinances, and following the footsteps of the
Divine Master. These ordinances and laws of the one Lord are as
necessary to the enjoyment of Christ’s spirit as the body of a man is
necessary to develope the human spirit. A human spirit is not found
without a human body, unless, iudeed we go to the Rochester sehool,
and give all diligence to wait upon and belicve the “Rappings,” which
we cannot do until the spirit of delusion is extracted from them  As
a man’s body is not his spirit, so the body of12ligion is not its spirit ;
but to find its spirit without its body, would be like finding a man’s
spirit in the absence of his body. To secure Jie wine, we must have
the vineyard and the vine, the husbandman and the winepress: and
£0 it is thut to sceure the spirituality of the Saviour, we must needs
find and enjoy it through the very means he has himself ordained to
that end. Here, too, we are happily popular, at least in meaning;

; for what is more common than to hear of the ¥ means of grace”?

Closely bearing upon the preceding, the subject of the Sabbath is
brought up, and a vigorous attempt is made to prove that we as Dis-
ciples of Christ are heretical because we disown and then break the
Sabbath, the Christian Sabbath. Now if the friends who declare
themselves thus, would take a little trouble to read the oracles of the
Christian faith, they would discover that there is no such language
and no such idea in Heaven's Statute-Book, as the Christian Sabbath.
Dr. Wardlaw, with all his learning and all his divinity to support
him, utters the grandest absurdities when he lays himself out to prove
the change of the Sabbath from tlic seventh day to the first. A good
reasoner could as easily sustain the assertion that Dr. Wardlaw is
the Prophet Daniel. as prove that the Christian dispensation recog-
nizes a Sabbath. And even if there was sucha day under our present
covenant of favor, the Dr. ought to know that he breaks the Sabbath
every time he enters his pulpit,

While the Jewish religion was in vogue, the observance of the
Sabbath was as authoritative as any part of the law: but the abolition
of the old cconomy, abolished everything connected with it, Sacrifices,
Altars, Tabernacles, Priests, Feasts, Jubilees, Sabbaths, together
with all nationalities and fleshy affinities, circumecision among the rest.
A change of covenant, a change of priesthood, a chafge of law, and a
new order of things founded upon these, relieve us whoily from the
jurisdiction of the faithful Moses, whose legislation was intended
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especially and exclusively for Israel sccording to the ﬁesh We find
no fanlt with Moses, the man of God, nor with any of his enactments ;
but we place him and them ‘where they were placed by the Lord’s
inspired heralds on and after Pentecost.

All this goes further to indicate how great the necessity for reli-
gious reformation. Millions of honest souls talk as sanctifiedly about
a Christian Sabbath, as though the Lord’s ambassadors had set apart
sucha day; and they themselves, on the subject of the Sabbath, are
no nearer keeping it after the directions of the lawgiver Moses than
they are in keeping a conseerated day of Mahomed's. In fact, while
the law of Moses is constantly appealed to and held in imaginary
reverence, the great bulk of it is totally overlooked or despised in
practice. Let us have a little consistency. Shall we go to Moses
and hear him?—he schooled by him 2—be religiously dirccted by
him? Then let us obey him. If he has the authority to appoint a
Sabbath for Christ’s people, it is not right to make a mockery of it;
but let us make it a'day of rest, do no work, not even kindle a fire,
on pain of being “ surely put to death.” When Israel was in the
wilderness, the first transgression in brea]xmg the Sabbath was dealt
with in tl‘e following sumirary manner :—* And all the congregation
brought him mthout the camp, and stoned him with stones, 'md he
died ; as the Lord commanded Moses.” This was the old-fashioned
way of administering discipline to a Sabbath-breaker ; but our Sab
bath odveeates are exceedirgly degcrerate in canying out the
laws in this day and age. In fact, in the whole history of
Canada, or any of our British Provinces, we question if one
instance is to be found where any poor mortal has been thus put to
death; proving one of two things, either that we.have no Sabbath-
breakers, or no true disciplinarians according to “the school of
Moses !

The Puritans, in the days of Cromwell, were so Mosaic in their
tendencies, that they appealed to the law as pious proof that they
should fight the battles of the Lord; and the good Puritan was found
under his military commander with bis Bible, Prayer-book, musket,
bayonet and sword all arranged for service according as the exercise
might be in place. The law of Moses and the Prayer-book were fitting
exercises for the morning and evening, and during any portion of the
day when the bayonet was not needed; but powder and ball, cavalry
and artillery, constituted the worslnp of all other seasons! ,More
devout and conscientious men in their own way, the world has never
seen. Bible reading, fasting, sermonizing and praying were as faith-
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fully attended to among these Puritans while marching to and pre-
paring for their enemies, as though they had been missionaries. It
must have been a singular sight to see the Scottish Covenanters and
the English Puritans meeting in deadly struggle on the battle feld,
when both armies bad been reading their Bibles, praying, and fceling
moved by the Holy Spirit previously. Such are the extremes ard the
contradictions of men who profess to be guided by the Messiah, and
then loek te Moses. And ean it be believed that the very sons and
daughters of these Puritans who were taught by Moses to fight for
Cromweli, and waded through fields of blood, glorying in the weapans
of the fie<h instead of the weapons of the Spirit—is it to be believed
that these children who pride themselves on the purity of their
fathers, will now appear before us and make the solemn charge that
the Disciples are not sufficiently spiritual? We ask no better proof
that we arc attempting a good work in employing our energies to
cifect reform, when we sce men hurrying away to Sinai to learn
spirituality—then blame their friends and contemporaries for being
tor envnal beeause they appeal to Jesus and his holy twelve.

his whole question of the old law and the new law must be en-
qdi.vi into diligently, and frankly discussed. Paul’s labors in contrast-
ing the old and new covenants, and separating the one from the other,
are much needed. There is a life and death struggle, even in this

- famed age of light, to make Moses the arbitrator upon almost every
. religious juestion ; and as the Disciples are noted for free coyuiry,

and have setout with the firmest resolution to take noihing wpou
trusi. bul  everything upon the testimony of God, we ave at least

. consisions with ourselves in endeavoring to decide whether according

t0 the authority of the Oracles, Christ's people are to listen to Moses
e anything whatever.

Do we condemn Moses? No3; simply keep him in kis place—
Every teacher has his appropriate sphere. Moses’ place Wwas 2 hvge
one, whether we consider the number and character of his pupils, or
the period of time he taught. He was 2 legitimate teacher, divinely
accredited, from the moment he came down from Mount Sinai with
the two hbles of the law, to the time when Jesus said It is finished.”
and expired with a groan which was heard by saints in their graves,
at which moment the veil whioh scparated the Holy from the Most
Holy place in the temple was rent in two pieces, never agein to bo
Joined, indicating with inspired certainty that a Most Holy place was
no more needed on earth, Thus, she Jewish lawgiver held his office
by authority of God from the year of the world 2513, dowu to the
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year 4037—or something like 1524'years. The number and character
of the Jewish people, too, show us that Moses received a mighty
commission. When he came down from the mount of God's revela-
tions to him, several millions of people responded to him as lawgiver.
God then tovk them over Jordan to Canaan—subdued their enemies—
gave them a large inheritance—wrought scores of miracles for them—
exalted them as a nation above all the nations of the world—blessed
and multiplied them for their father Abraham’s sake—and made
them from generation to gencration his chosen and honored people,
Never hefore or since were such favors poured out from the hand of
God upon any nation; and the might and the glory of the nation
were the might and glory of Moses, as its chief Prophet and Law.
giver.

God was their King, Moses their Prime Minister, and they them-

selves were subjects of the kingdom by relationship to father Ahraham.
It was a national church, and the only national church that ever
existed which was established by divine authority. The church was
all state, the state was &ll church. Their religion was politics and
their politics religion. They were called upon to do or not do “as
the Lord commanded Moses.” Every member of the church was a
member by birthright ; every Pricst or Levite was a Priest or Levite
by being of the appointed tribe; and every duty performed by priest,
individual,-or congregation, was performed in obedience to a great
Covenant made with and for MeN N THE FLEsz—which Covenant or
Constitution was ratified or made good detween God and the nation
at the foot of Mount Horeb. A Jew, therefore, was a Jew because
his father or his mother was of the stock of father Abraham; a priest
was 2 priest because he was descended from one of the twelve great-
grand-sons of Abraham; and every act of obedience was required to
be done according to 2 covenant which grew out of one of the promises
made to Abraham, which guaranteed thai his children should be
constituted a great nation.

The catire arrangement was fleshly. No religious obedience or
rite made one of Abraham’s children a member of the church—no
disobedience excluded him, unless, indeed, putting him to death for
disobedience may be so considered. Circumeision, so often called the
“ initiatory (introductory) rite into the Jewish Church,” had no more
to do in introducing any descendant of Abraham into the old church
| than it had with the introduction of father Noah into the ark whick
. saved him from the flood. The theology which tells us that circum-
I cision introduced into the Jewish church, and that baptism has come

Side
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in the room of cireumeision, and in like manner introduces into the
~ Christian chureh, is overthrown in a moment by an extract from the
pen of the great historian and lawgiver who presided over that first
church: * The uncircumcised man-child whose flesh of his foreskin is
not cireumcised, that soul shall be cut of from his people; we HatH
BROKEN MY CoveENaNT."—Gen. xvii 14. The child was among his
people at birth; and if at eight days old he was not circumcised, he
was to be cut off from his people ; the covepant was broken. Does
any one think the covenant could be broken by a persen who was not
tn or under or within the covenant? Can any man break the rules
of a society of which he isnot & member? Every one knows that we
must be under or embraced in a covenant before it can be broken by
us; and hence it is certain that the Jewish babes were all included
in the Jewish national covenant; and hence circumecision did not puz
them there, but kept them there.

Circumeision was, indeed, as popularly expgessed, a seal; and he
must be a dull observer and a worse learner, who is ignorant of the
use of a seal. To seal up a letter after it is written, is natural and
right ; but to think of producing a letter with a seal is a simpleton’s
thought. Legal men make a bargain with each other, and when it is
written out, they affix to it their seal—they do not make the bargain
byaseal! Neither was a Jew made by the seal circumeision. He
was a Jew by birth, or because one of his parents was; and circum-
cision was a sign, seal, or mark in the flesh to indicate and show while
he lived that a bargain had been made between God and his nation,
and that he was one of that nation. All the baby doctrine and bap-
tism of babes, therefore, which grow out of the volumes and piles of
theology about introducing the Jew into Moses’ church by circum-
cision, and all the strong pillars erected to bear up popular churches,
founded upon this untenable idea, are swept with a “clean sweep”
into regions as fanciful as poets ses, Can, thercfore, our friends not
perceive at a glance what loads of nonsense and what a deluge of
unsanctioned practxces have resulted from the unmeaning affirmation
“ Baptlsm has come in the room of circumecision”?

But we must leave the subject for to-day, promising its proseeution
and a full chapter upon it in our coming number. Lest any kind
friend, however, by being too kind, should say that we fear to speak
our views respecting the First Day of the Week, let it be &1stmctly
understood that we firmly believe in the ordination of the .Lords
Day, for the Lord’s people, for the Lord’s worslnp - D 0

_Bellemlle Aumst 1852.

—
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UNTRUTH EXPOSED. :
The following has been waiting its time for the last two months or
more. It needs no introduction or explanation :— .
In a number of the periodical last year, there appeared a leter
from Mr. L. N. Holmes, and no doubt it was quite » novel affair to
those who read it.  They must have come to the conclusion that the
Disciples in this place are puseyites or something little better, if they
could believe what wasaffirmed.  As every person should pay a strict
regard for truth, and especially those who profess christianity, that
gentleman had been better engaged had he spoken differcntly.  Mr.
Holmes certainly knew when he penned such a sweeping assertion as
the following, viz: ¢ One Disciple endeavoured to convince me that
baptism is conversion,” that he was doing him gross injustice—it being
far from truth; and those that doubt this can appeal to the person so-
represented for their own satisfaction. As I am perfectly acquainted
with the individual alluded to above, the assertion is untrue. He
holds no such dogma. But he holds that faith and repentance are
pre-requisite to baptism, such as we find on Pentecost, Aets 2nd chap-
ter.‘ Suel is the heresy he holds, if such be heresy according to Mr.
Holmes. c
As Mr. [Holmes is a Pedo-Baptist, and they sprinkle children (and
that without faith) is it not for their regeneration, and that they are
in danger without it? Butthe person he misrepresents holds that faith
is one of the pre-requisites to baptism. Mr. H. ought to eonsider the
olid adage. “ Those who live in glass houses,” &e. i
A second charge is, that “ another (Disciple) contended that no man
should pruy Lefore conversion.” As this regards myself, I will do
like Paul of old; I will “answer for myself.” In the first place, I
wish Lo s2y that the above is ot my language ; but this I did say,
that the .Apestles never told any person to pray for religion or for
conversion. If this be heresy, we will show how it accords with the

bving oracles. T will first summon Matthew Levi: “ Go ye, therefore,

teach 2ll natiuns, baptizing them,” &ec., Math. xxviii. "And, again, |
hea - Luke: » Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer
and to rise the third day, and that repentance and remission of sins
should be preached among all nations, beginning at Jerusaiom,” Lr'e
xxiv.  Thut ity was the starting point; for thus had the Prophet

predicted, Mich iv.  Now, as Jezusalem was the place of beginning, |
we will hear what was spoken to those that were addressed on Pen- |

tecost. The Apostle sald “ Repent and be baptized * * * * in the
varne of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,” &e,  “Then they
that gladly received the Word were baptized.” Now suppose friend
Helmes had becn ticre that day, how would he have acted? If he
had believed Peter's declaration, he would have obeyed the Lord and
took him at his word, and given a proof of it like the CoYinthians, of
whom it ix said, » Many of them hearing, believed, and were baptized,
Acts xvili. They showed their faith by their obedience. Because]
discard the penitent beneh, perhaps that was his reason for chargitg
me with denying prayer. RO W

Again, “some say that feeling is no evidence of pardon.” To this

\ G
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charge I will plead guilty thus far—that a person may rejoice in be-
lieving 2 lie as much almost, if not altogether, as in believing the
truth, and may be just as sincere. For proof that we may be decoiv-
ed, I will call another witness at once—Saul on his way to Damascus,
Acts ix. He breathed out threatenings against the followers of the
meek and lowly Saviour,and he thought he ought to dose. But feel-
ings like the three thousand in Jerusalem, or the Jailer at Philippi, or
in the houschold of Lydia, are genuine. They had obeyed the Lord’s
voice, and therefore they relied with confidence on his promises.—
# Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my Word shall not pass away,”
says Jesus. All feelings, therefore, are not be discarded.

We should examine the ground we occupy, and see if we are on the
foundation, which is the foundation of Apostles and Prophets, Clrist
himself being the chief corner stone.

When I read the charges against us here, my spirit stirred within
me, and thus I have delivered myself. This should have appeared
long ago, but by some accident misplaced.. H*»**

Walpole, March, 1852.

So far our correspondent. But we are not yet done with M.
Holmes. He has become a champion of another stamp since he was
pleaged to make the chargesand propose the queries in the epistle to
which our brother now refers. It will be remembered that we were
disposed to treat Mr. H. as an intelligent correspondent and as a gen-
tleman—that his courtesy and apparent candor were entitled to res-
pectful demeanor. Whether he received this from us, we leave others
to record what verdict they choose ; but whether cr not, the following
extract of an epistle from his pen, written immediately on his recep-
tien of our answer to his interrogatories, will show that our treatment
of him was at least sufficiently careful and cautious. We take this
extract from a longer extract of a letter the gentleman wrote and sent
to a christian brother in Walpole. It was put into our hands to make
of it what use our wisdom might suggest. On mature reflection, we
have decided to put it on record, as the officers of the Registry say:

“On the first of December last, I received from you a transeript of
Oliphant's letter. I addressed Oliphant in July, telling him how
iong I should remain in Rainkam. I asked him particularly for 2
private answer, but lo! and behold ! the good man sees proper to defer
apswering my letter until he had every reason to believe I was far
away, and then, like a cowardly wretch, he betrays the confidence of
his correspondent and publishes my letter, Is this the conduct of a
gentleman? Far from it; he had no right to publish my private let-
ter. As a man; I despise the course he has taken.

I can now plainly say that the Disciples (if Oliphant is truly their
Herald) will receive the same charity from me that any other misguid-

ed people will receive, but T cannot recognise them as fellow-christians.

I' do mot say that there are no true ohristians among the  Disciples,

T
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but I do say that if they believe as Qliphant writes, they will never
be likely to be instrumental in making such christians as St. Luke
- deseribes.

As to the letter of Oliphant's, I think it a very weak, paltry thing
indeed. There is no regular answer to any of the questions I proposed,
but the whole is a combination of evasions. I heartily despise such
duplicity. Let every man be something or nothing; but give me none
of your half-way men. I shall answer Oliphant’s letter, and request
him to publish my answer. One thing is certain, he did not answer
my questions, but he said enough to satisfy me of the error he is in.
1 hope the time will come when this Herald will see himself as he is,
and escape from the error by which he is now entangled. IHis mind
is active, but a little more study would give him more penetration of
thought.”

Thus far our friend Holmes. There comesa day when the secrets
of all hearts will be revealed, but some of the secrets of Mr. Holmes'
heart are hereby revealed to our readers before he anticipated such
a revelation. We doubt not he feels all he expresses, and hence he
has our sympathy—for he needs it. 'We have not touched him at all
argumentatively ; and he is in awful agony because he is unburt!!

But there are a few personals and logieals in the preceding extract
to whieh we must call atlention with all despatch.

Ist. Our betrayal of confidence in making public what was only
private. Will Mr. Holmes deny that he gave us permission to pub-
lish his communication? Alas for the veracity of some who are so
thoroughly guided by feelings that the very turbulence of their feel-
ings not only cause them to forget what they say, but to disown their
own hand-writing! Listen to Mr. Holmes’ words written and sent to
us over his own signature: “I should have no objections to this letter
being published, but . . . . I wish you { if consistent with your cir-
cumstanees ) to answer it privately as soon as you can.” Thus, Mr.
Holmes himself being judge as well as jury in the case, it was at our
option to answer privately or through the Press. Besides, did the
gentleman, according to his own grave confession, follow his feelings
50 that the expression of them in public would betray him? Surely
he has proved traitor to himself !

2nd. Deferring our reply until he had removed from the locality
where he wrote his communication. We published his letter imme- |
diately, and it was only because we had not room to insert our reply
at the same time that oceasioned its delayed. But did the communi-
cation and our response make him appear before the public in a dif-
ferent light because he changed his locality ! !! :

8d. The weakness of our reply, together with onr duplicity. We
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answer this in a word — Every reader can form his own opinions res-
pecting these.

dth. Concerning “a little more study to give us greater penetration
of thought.” Assuredly Mr. Holmes would not ask this until he has
the penetration himself to answer our obtuse and very weak produc-
tion. Why does he not make manifest that he has the greater pene-
tration by “more study?"” We judge it unnecessary to acquire any
, new or additional penetrative power cither by more study or a greater
" knowledge of the Betas or Omicrons to handle such logicians or the-
" ologians as our friend Holmes. We have always medicine enough

i
. on land for imbecile patients who groan and agonize just beeause no

one has touched them ! D. O.
AN APPROPRIATE PETITION,

“We riourn before Thee, O Lotd, on account of our worldly-mindedness.”

This was part of a minister’s prayer at Bellville, a few Lord's days
ago, whom we heard with all patience deliver himself upon the words
—“The times of this ignorance God winked at, but now commandeth
all men everywhere to repent.® As a portion of the prayer and a
part of the sermon served to stimulate reflection in our own mind, we
give a hint or two to others for acceptance or rejection. 'We mention
10 names, and tell no personal tales out of school, and therefore the
man who was the minister and the denomination for which he min-
istered will remain to our readers, so far as we are concerned, a secret;
simply adding that our ministering friend belonged not to either of
the so-called established churches.

“We mourn on account of our worldly-mindedness” struck us as

" peculiarly applicable when ave recollected that on entering the spac-
. lous building we observed a large, long, finely finished steeple, coated

with zine or tin, and adorned with the worth of many pieces of the
precious metal. ¢ We mourn on account of our worldly-mindedness”
operated upon us sensibly on reflecting that the splendid chapel, re-
cently built, was nearly twice the size that the members of the con-
gregation required, and hence splendor was the moving pringiple in
all that was superfluous. “ We mourn on account of our worldly-
mindedness” sounded in our ears on hearing the varied tones, semi-

! tones, and double-tones of the newly erected Organ,and the enchant-

ations of the “ men-singers and women-singers” composing the well
trained choir. Nor.could we.forbear thinking of this suitable por-
tion of the preacher’s prayer onsurveying the gallery, the pulpit, and
the people, all decorated and adorned as though ‘outward adornment’
was the chief beauty and sign of sacredness in the sanctuary. The
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. “a work of the Spirit of God,” in the vocabulary of the preacher,

disciples generally are known to be very severe people in their eritie.
isms, and hence in view of all that we saw and heard we will not
.surprise friend or foe if our opinion is expressed that the minister had
real occasion to “mourn on account of worldly-mindedness,” more
especially if it be taken for granted that these things justly indicated
their devotion.

The sermon was like the prophet Joremiah’s basket of figs. It
avas not all good—it was not all bad. Repentence was defined and
dwelt on at great length. It signified “a grace of the Holy Ghost,”

‘We endeavored to read the whole passage with that definition: “But
now he commandeth all men everywhere to ‘a grace of the Holy
Ghost,’” or, “ But now he commandeth all men eveywhere to ‘a work
of the Spirit of God’” Our mind revolved the question repeatedly,
Was this what the apostle meant? Did Paul ask the Atheniars, i
the name of his Master, to lay aside their idolatry and serve the liv-
ing God by their performing “a work of the Spirit?” Can any man
repent, or can any man be called upon to repent, we still silently
asked, if repentance be such a work ?

Such theology—such unmitigated mysticism—such awful mangling
of God’s word—might sadden and sicken the pure heart of an angel
¢ The times of ¢kis ignorance’ should be like the alarm-trumpetto!
every lover of divine light. Week after week, year after year, thess
church-going people are hearing just such divinity, and live upon this ”
sort of religious fare ;—meantim~ lulled by sweet songsters and pious !
Organ tones into total indifference whether the preaching leads to |
paradise or pandemonium. And the thought—QO what an impressive |
one—that from hundreds of pulpits in owr land at that very hour the !
assembled people heard the like unmeaning and mystieal mixture,ll
unprofitable and unedifying to saint or sinner, was a thought that !
could not add to any good man’s pleasure in view of the premisos.

Brethren! there is mueh to do. Protestants have the Bible, but
they often make it a dead letter ‘by their-traditions” They kill the
livingaWord by their theological poison. Much divine restorativeis
needed. Many who teach require themselves to be taught the “first
principles of the oracles of God.” Let us awake and work.

‘CHRISTIANITY EXPRIENCED AND ENJOYED:
Christianity is not a mere science. It is, indeed, scientific. Itis
the classified knowledge -of Christ, as Mediator between Jehoval
and fallen man. It is not, however, a mere speculative view of God;
of man, and of a Mediator, however correct and Biblical that speo-

s —
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ulasive view may-be. It is neither-orthodoxy nor heterodoxy. - Sa-
! tan and ‘his confederate fallen angels, are more: orthodox than tle
' Popa of Romie or the Prelate-of Jugland; more learned in: Biblioal
lore; more: profound  antiquarians, than any Christian philosopher
grage. They could say, and they did say, *Jesus, wo kiow thee
vhom thou art—the Holy One of God.” "Toemons believed.the gos: .
I, und they trembled, too. D, not many professed Christians be-
lieveaud tremble-2  Both belicve the sawe facts, precepts, and pro-
! mises: But neither of them: do appropriate them. Tho demons.can-
{ pot, and: maniy professors do not. . RN VE3 S
Christianity has-its-theory and practice. But it has also; that
which is-far better: It-has its enjoyments. And-thisdis, indeed, by
fac. much better, for both its theury and its practice are for its en-
 joyment Lhese three, however, comwpichend wll.  The first two are
i means. the last itssend: It must first be understood before it can
| be reesived, and it-must be obeyed before it can be enjoyed. These
! areas inseparably associated in every real Curistian man, as body,
goul, and spirit, in every real man.
* Mon live by cating, but not by eating alone. Tlowever good tue
 food caten, it must. be assimilated, and appropriated by the system,
before it can. give either health-or life.  Millions, indeed, die.by-eating
{thab waich they ought mot to- have eaten; and no doubt, millions
: perish forover, by believing that wiicli they ought not to have believ-
‘ed. Still. it is only he-that cats that ceu live. The Messiah ear:
| ried: this figure very far when he said. e that eateth me, even he
i shall. live by ma”  Mauny, no doubi. will still ask: How ean this be?
t Wil this man give us his Hesh (v eat 2" We will respond as he
i did: ~Verily I say to you. the words that I speak to you are spirit
(and lite.”  Tany havea spiritaal meaning. and- require a. spiritual
Fdiernment.  Bat the imagoery is botu correct and beantiful. Faith
| 1sb0-the Thaer man what she band is 10 the outer man.  Faith appre-

t1e soul, a8 the hand receives and couveys to the mouth the bread of
tiis-life Heuce, we'may say with a venerable saint of'sacred story;
“[found thy word and I did eat it.” "his process we usually eall
“appropriation ™  And. I hesitate not to say,that evangelical faith-is
nsitiier more nor less than an appropriation of the gospel promises,
which. have been understood and bélieved to.be trué. o
Bit a question will arise in ;jome minds; and lias alveady:risen i
Many minds. It is this: & Tiy do -not'all that believe-the gospel-
o be true, appropriate its promises to themselves?” Aye, this iaa
question that needs a very profound.consideration. It might, indeed.
be-argued, that all that do 7eally believe the.gospelito: be true,do
really appropriate:its promises o themselves. But the facts, it-is-
allexed by, many,.do-not fully warrant the: conclusion. .. ... .-
To-assentito tHe,gosnel.on what isisometimes called “mere-prob- -
sble cvidence,” is, perhaps, not: easily contradistinguished from: real
fiith  Some incline to be.on the safer:side, and:. on.‘the whole, con-
dude, tha it, is more:grudent; to be in. the,church than out of it.—.
They, -aré mot fully: assured: thiat. the gospel is uu?esﬁmbly' ~true; -

Lionls reseives. anl appropriates the spirit’s food, aud conveys it to }}.

‘},’“S—'rlt};in&itx.’g it.most -p:rgbably, truey, pretér-to make.a. public pgp_fes.- :
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sion of it and join the church. They reason thus : Men invest large
funds in stocks, on mere probable evidence, and why may I not, on
the same amount of faith, profess Cbristianity, and make the sacri-
fice ; not, indeed, a very great one, which it requires. “ If.” as said
oie of our contcmporaries, “ I have taken ten thousand dollars of
stock in banks, and an equal amount 1n railroad shares. may I not !
risk a thousand or two dollars in church rates. and my Sundays to !
meectings, on the more than equal probability that there is a heaven |
to gain and a hell to escape?’  In some such way as this, and upon *
the same peradventure, that it may all be true and right. it is to be -
feared many wmake the Christian profession. Such professors can-
not enjoy the Christian hope, or have the joyful anticipationsand
prelibation of everlasting blessedress.  So true it is, # that he that

|

'
i
|

cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is the rewarder .
of them that diligently seek him.”  We must have a full and unway.
ering assurance that the gospel is true—uot that we are of the elect
but of the invited to partake of the Salvation of Ged. Then, indeed,
coming to Christ fully persuaded that he is all that apostles and pro-
phets affirmed of him : that we are personally invited. in the proe. -
lamation of mercy and cternal life, to come to him and placing our. '
selves under his auspices and authority, we shall realize the truth as
it is in Jesns, enjoy the pleasures of hope and the smiles of the Lord,
This is then, in our view of the premixes. to enjoy christianity or
the gospels This is to rejoice in the Lord, and in hope of eternal .
glory.  Clristianity. then, has its theory. its practice. and its enjoy-
ments. It has its carnest here. and its full-orbed glory and blessed-
ness hereafter.  Being justified by faith. e have peace with God. &e.
God 1s infinitely happy. because he is infinitely holy.  Angels are.
cach one in kis own capacity, perfectly happy. because perfectly pure.
Man. as God made him, was also, in his capacity. perfectly and com-
pletely happy. because absolutely perfect in his whole constitution—
body, soul. and spirit. Ransomed and redeemed man under the Second
Adam, will hereater; to the full exteut of ail his powers and capaci-
ties. be perfeetly. completely. and immutably happy. because abso-
Iutely holy. As thus we advance in Christian knowledge. faith. hope.
love, joy, and peace—celestial fruits of the Holy Ghost dwelling in
us—we rise in beauty, holiness, and happiness. The path of life
then, is the path of peace, holiness. and happiness.  In this path may
the Spirit of God guide us, the hand of Jehovah lead us from glory
to glory, now, henceforth, and forever! Amen. A. Cawrsprr.
_—
RESPONSE T0 ANOTHER SENEX. .
Broter Oripnant:—As an essay has appeared in the June num- -
ber of the Christian Banner, subseribed “ Another Senex.” and isa
response to what I wrote in the 3rd No., with your permission I would .
offer a few remarks by wa; of reply. Well, then. our brother inquires §
“what is Senex drivingat? I will inform him thai I am endeavour |
ing to find out what the restriction is, that he says I am attemptingto;
explain away. I would here say that all my desires are opposed to:
such an undertaking; bat I do not think that God can be honouref
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by adding amendments to his laws, however much we may think them
expedient; and as I expect this question we are examining is some-
thing of the nature of an amendment, we must therefore examine it
a little more. :

Then, let it be remembered. that this record, Gen. vi. 12, relates
to the first period of the world; that is, “when men began to multi-
ply,” not after they had multiplied to a Jarge amount. Prior to the
flood, there is only the gencalogy of two families recorded.  Cain was
the head of one, and Seth the head of the other. Now this period
comes down to the birth of Iinos, for certainly his birth was a new
period in-the history of the world. Well, then, there was only one
family in the world at this time in which marriages could take place,
for Seth’s family of the male sex, consisted only of an infant son.—
Then how could interamarriages take place that would eall for the
disapprobation of God? #To support his notion. brother *Senex’
labors to show that the phrases of” God, of wwen. ave equivalent” I
now state that the phrases of God. of men, as they stand in the pas-
sage slluded to, are not only equivalent, but they are also identizal;
but you will say that this assertion requires proof. Well. here it is:

mame ¥nos; then began men to call upon the name of the Lord.”

sons of God began to call upon the name of the Lord ; and it will be
further illustrated hy this fact. that with the exception of Adam and
Seth, all the men that ave said to have set up the regular worship of
- God, were all of Cain’s family—the same men who are said in the

shows that the phrases alluded to, are only a figure of specch used by
Moses My view of the pwsage is. that it neither approves nor dis-
! approves. but is simply a record of what happenced at that time.

“ His second witness (1 Cor. vil. 39.) he says, bevond all dispute. to
be married only in the Lord is a spivitnal marviage. 1. and I think
almost ail exeept himaslf. dispute this”™  Brother. T think that this
is somewhat too comprehensive an expression. but lev it he as you say
itis. To dispute anv thinz. iwmvlies dislelief in the thing dispated ;
then van. and almoe-t all exeept myself dishelieve that to be married
“only i the Lord” is a spivitund morriage. Then vou belicve iu, or
i ewmtend for, its appasite: for il vou do wot this  there is no dispate

1 “And to Seth, to him also there was born a son. aud he ealled Lis

Gen iv. 26 Youw will observe that this passage does not say that the

text to have taken *them. wives of all which they chose;” which |

1 batween ws as to this point. There are only two kinds of marriage .

staken of in the seripture. onc spiritual. the other is temporal; or tue
one is in the Lovd. aud the other is out of the Lord. I am aware
- that a person can be married in the Tiord and out of the Lord at the
sune time; but in that case, the word “only ” cannot be applied.—
Then you, and almost all except myself, believe that to be married
only in the Lord. means to bo married only out of the Lord, or that
the word spiritual means temporal; but how does that agree with the
seripture 2 As to your fivst reason, I am at a loss to know what you
" mean 10 make me say; and as to your second reason, here I am at

''a greater loss to know what you intend my views to be. Indecd I .

" almost think that you do not know yourself, so that I ean see no bet- |

:I ter way of coming to an understanding, than to refer again to the text




226 THE CHRISTIAN BANNER.

“hut if her hushand be dead, she is at liberty to be married to whom
she will” Whea the .Apostle gave the widow this liberty, ke knew
that she was married “only in the Lord;” and he adds “but she is
happier if she so abide after my judgment.” Now here is the ques-
tion: What was the widow to abide in which would make her hap-
pier aceording to to the apostle’s judgment? The legitimate answer
18, married “only in the Lord.” = To prove that this is the answer,
read the eighth verse of this chapter.  “I say therefore to the un-
married and to widows, it is good for them to abide even as Tam.”
Here the same question comes up, What did Paul abide in?  We
anderstand from the scriptere that Paul abode w».ried only in the
Lord, ( that is, he never entered into temporal, marriage ) That this
is the 1dea the avostle conveys in the first question, is further con-
firmed by the 34th verse of this chapter.

“I pass to hus thixd gnd last witness” Yes, at the gallop—
condemning everything at a single glance; but I cannot think that
this is the best way to find out what the mind of the Lord is concern-
ing anything about which there is any dispute. There are mnore ways
than one of cxamining a witness. Daut. v1i, 8. The enacting of this
law presupposes thct intef-marricges were gencral or customary
amongst the naticns; Lut the whole of the twelve tribes had the
privilege of marrying those they thought best.  There was also alaw
given by Moses, thet the property of the tribes should not pass from
onc to the other, and vhen the case of the daunghters of Zelophead
was referred to the Lerd, the oracle was,  Let them marry to whom

they think best.” 8o far the oraele is in accordance with the general
law; but as the previces law concerning property could not be broken,
there was an excepticn addced, that heiresses should marry only in
the tribe of their fathers. Let it be remembered that to constitute
an heiress, she must inkerit tirough her father a part of that prop-
erty, that God allotted to the tribe of her father, no matter how small
it was; whereas a Jewess might through her father, inherit a million
of pounds ef moncy, but that would not constitute her an heiress in
the seriptural sense of the word.  And from the time that God dis-
persed the Jews amongst the nations, there has not Leen an lheiress
2 Israel, so that the exception upon which you build so much.is a
nullity, and will continue to be so, until it please God again to estab-
iish the Jews in Canzan upon the same fooling as when he first
brought them across the Jexdan.

« L am tived of the periness and confidence, with which some ia
this style speak.”  Brother, I am afraid that I might misunderstand

you here, so L will et you explrin yourself at yeur vonvenience; but ‘
as we are bothold men, and if [ do not mistake I am the oldest of !

the two, I would offer a few words of advice. They are of general |
application, and I have as much need to be admonished as any—
Never loose yvur temper in argument, to attempt to frown an.oppe-
nent down, for itis always considered a weak argument.

As to your excellent advice to unmarried members, I most heartily
agree with it all; as it is iu accordance with my article in the May !
number of the Ciristian Banner. ’

‘.
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have been formed under the influence of the gospel, though thay may
not be church members, they sin not.”  Now brother, the preposition
; ds this, ** Are members of }hc church bound by the law to marey
! only members;” and your opinion is that under certaiy circulstances
!the members are net bound by any law to marry oufy memberg.—
i Here again your opinion and mine are in exact accordance.

' 1 have endeaveurcd as much as ciroumstauces wouid permit to
i avoid that pertuess yor cempiain of) Loping that thiz will be accept-
¢ able I leave it for consideration, avd it giscs me very much plzasure
P o bid you adiew in the buinis of Christian love.

Moo 17 o ea e Ty
R Ui inst Sexex.

f e e
LABGURS QF EVANCELIETS,
REDOST NO. IX

After leaving Rainbam, wo diresizd our esurse Westward and
arrived at South Durchester. vwhers mestings were ol until Monday,
August 3nd. The attey - for son of tue year, was large,
especially on Lord’s D The chwreh bere now numbers forty
members ; and the provpects for 3t inerease zve very good.  Much
attention is paid to the {riil br tlese who cuwe. aud prejudices are
fast giving way. The meetirgs were rov hell 2!l i one place ; but

| “TIem of opinion that if Cbristians marry those whose characters
[}

|

!

in five different piaces. T:: Yarmouth tle peojus were addressed in
Gaelic. Peace and joy and rejoicing ure amungst the Lord’s people
in Dorchester.

On the above-mentioned day, we left for Lobo, where meetings
were held on Monday and Tuesdny cvecings. in the neighbour-
“hood of Elder Sinclair, wio had previvusiy made the appoint-
_ments.  On both evenings the attendance was large. We could say
“much about the kindness nl ¢hivistlan love manifested towards us
by brother Sinelair and lis family. 3Vve feel more than we can
* express, or than he would like to see expressed. Noone can be in
“the company of this venerablc servant of Christ without being
* benefitted.

On Wednesday we parted from him and from each other, and
journied to our respective homes,  May God's blessing rest upon our
" labors, and he shall have all the glory forever. Amen.

: James Brack.
1 TipyoNDp Susrraro.

RELIGIOUS INTLLIGENCE.

Bromuer Dovearp Crawrorp, writes under date of August 13th,
- that he had immersed four believers at Weymouth, N. 8.~ He has,
- far some time been laboring at “ Digby Neek ” and in the region of
% 8t. Mary's Bay,—a district of country where the people have not,
 before. heard the Apostolic gospel in all its native simplicit and pur-
it ity. These are the first fruits of his labors. From other sourees I
ij learn that those who listen to his teaching and preaching are givin
‘ - h giving
i more attention to the study of the scriptures than ever before.” We
é{ hople and pray that he may witness an abundant harvest of precious
i souls,
j—
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ticulars are given by

Broruer Micuax WaLLAce in a letter just now received, from
which 1 make the following extracts: * Sinee I wrote we have had
some additions to the church. Two promising young men when I
last wrote had come forward, whom by necessity I baptized. Two
weeks after one young man and two females were bajptized by hrother
MecDonald ; and in one week after that time I led three young men
iuto the hallowed figure of Jesus’ tomb. and I trust to rise in newness
of life. Making in all, in Douglas, eight persons in their youthful
bloom—in age none ahove twenty two ner under filteen o,

Zion hill, sume merey drops has thrown.” Brother MeDonald bap.
tized two at Newport two weeks since, and expeets others  Our reform.
ation here is somcewhat strange to many, and very uunlike the common
excitements of the age; they fncqmnth leaving their comn.on og:,
cupations, come to me and mention  their mtenhons ard thug
break their long silence by premeditated resolution. with calmness.
and evident decision. O my brother, the Lord has bheen gracious
me in applying to my troubled Lcart [I ought before to have stated
that nur dear brother Wallace had very recently lost a beloved sou.
W. W. E.] a balm so heavenly. Tears of grief have often 3 e
_ S\lbpuldbd by the tears of gratitude for unespected blessings on Ziof,
for which we. accozdmg to the deserts of our labuvurs, have not been
worthy.” * %

v Brother V\ allace coneludes bis interesting letter of the 16th ms£
|, as follows: “ Brother Crawford has been with us for a week. He s
i
i

improving mucli—is fervent. faithful. and dilizent.  Had we enoug
of ‘such brethren we wmight thauk God and take courage in the caus
of rospel truth.
“Two of brother Vaughn's family made the good confession i
I,- Newpurt last Lord’s d«.) and w‘tud.ly in Dnu«rlab three more,
i1l making Lle\'gn hue,—-‘h snturing thear eternal all upon the well- trled
b fousdation which God Lath Lud in Zion”

.. ports in sueh a form as to give them at present  May the Lovd bles
L aud prosper the lambs of she flock and enable all of us to be more
. grateful. zealous. and devoted. . W. W. E
i A —— X “z
H L% We should previvusly have stated that our June meeting was
E enlivened and made additivnally interesting by some four or five who
l
i

came forward to confess and put on the Lord Jesus by baptism. It

{l geverally. D. 0.
i . . . -
} Prosress.—Our friends will sec that our exertions are being si

Brotuer Jouns McDonarp, writes that he has immersed several”
during the summer in Newport and Douglas. A few interesting par-"

brother Eaton, this is good tidings that will fill your drooping heart |
with heavenly joys, and tune your lips to the lines: “God on his thirsty |

Theie have bren acecssions at other points. but T have rot the re '

ful in regulating tlie issues of this paper according tna healthier ruls”

C )

{| than in months past. It is ourdesire to be punctual. B 0.

.
; was a scason of happiness to the young converts and to the cam i

P e



