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Debate onthe Autonomy Bill.

HE debate on the secend reading of the
biil granting antonomy to the North-
west Territories, which began in the Cana-
dian House 2ud of
March 1e still in progress. Mr. R. L. Bor
den. the leader of the Oppnsition, who
olaimed, however to speak only for himself
moved an amendment to strike out the
words that the bill be now read a second
time, and to sabstitute the following:—

of Commons on the

That npon the establishment of a Fro-
vince in the Northwest Territories of Ca-
nada as proposed by Bill No .69, the Legis-
Iature of such Province subject to and in
accordunce with the provisieus of the Brit-
ish North America Act 1867 to 1888, is en
titled to and shall enpoy fuil powers of
Provincial self government including po-
wer to exclusively make laws in relation
to educution,

Mr. Monk, who is the leading Conserva-
tive frcm the Province of Quebec, refused
to accept this amendment and made a
speech whose argunment was in direct con
tradiction to the argament presented by the
Conservative leader and other Conservative
members. He deplored that this question
of schools had been discussed ,with so

passion in P

ruch ubile. He thowght tha
utterances were
made in igoorauce as to the real state of
He eotered into a constitutional
argument Giametrioally opposed to that of
Mr. R. L. Borden and in justification to
the view taken by Sir Wilfrid Laurier Mr.
Monk took the position that section 98 of
the B N A. Act did apply to the new Pro-
vinces imwediately they were created. but
if, as some contended, that seetion did not

many of the mischievons

affairs.

upply there wus a woral obligation en the
part of this parliament to themselves pro-
vide a protection He declared that a
clause drafted by Mr. Haultain, which he
read, went even further than the clanse in
the proposed bill. The Conservative leader
from Quebec closed n remarkable speech as
follows:

'Mr. Speaker, I have finished. I do not
wish to go one step farther, but you will
allow me in closing to quote the last sen-
tence of Mr.
Edueation Bill:

No other scheme—be it what you like
will give to the educational evils of this
country the complete, radical and final

Balfour's speech upon the
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cure which this Bill will give, I ceunt
upon the sapport of onr couuntrymen .o
enable us to close forever these larren
controversies ‘which for too long have oc-
cupied our time and in the interests alike
of parental liberty and >f educational effi-

ciency to terminate the present system of
costly confusion,

LIt I quote these sentoncas, it is because
they express in far better, far loftier lang-
uage than [ can command my own view in
regard to these questions in general. It I
could have my _wish in the forming of
these two new provinoes, it would be that
in the conduct of public affairs, particular-
ly in the treatment of the minority—which
practically whatever we may enact is en-
tirely confided to the generosity of the ma-
jority—they may have wmen to lead the
destinies of these two gireat provinces ac
cording to the example of this great
statesman of England '

Mr. Sifton's speech was looked forward
to with keen interest, and those who ex-
pected that he would clearly vindicate his
position were not disappointed. It was
Mr. Sifton’'s resignation of the Interior
porttolio that precipitated a crisis, and
what he had to say was naturally con-
pidered important. He began with a re-
ference to the irony of political fate that
caused him to retire from the cabinet over
a bill dealing with (he Northwest country
for which he had sogmuch Jsolicitude _dur-
ing his term of office. Referring to the
eriticism addressed to the Prime Minister
pased on the asserticn that he had not been
consulted in regard to this bill, so far from
this being the case he had upon various
occasions given his attention to the con-
tents of such a Bill and he had even put
his views in writing,and, also when ab-
sent bad corresponded with the Prime
Minister, Indeed, Mr. Sifton said, that,
substantially, the bill he recommended to
the government 1s the Bill that was intro-
duced with the exception of the education
clanse. He was in favor of two provinces
instead of one. He justified the policy of
the Dominion retaining the public land
chiefly on the ground that spreading it
among thres provinces would interfere se-
riously with the successful prosecution of a
settlement policy. Alter _criticizing some

of the details of the Bill Mr. Sifon came to
the education’clause. In dealing with this
question the ex-minister of the Interior
went into it thoroughly, as healways does
with all large questioms, and started from
the day in 1875 when separate scheolswere
authorized. He showed that when the
Northwest School Ordinance of 1892 was
passed these schocls ceased to be demomi-
natiomal or sectarian gchools, The clerical
control of these separate schools]was abso-
lutely abolished. the existing system of so-
called separate schools are, from’9 1n the
morniog to 8.30 in the afternoon, secular
schools and all that this Bill does]is’to con-
tinne that system. That system was the
system which they found set up by the
Nortbwest people. The effect of section 2
was simply to require that when the public
schools comply with the provisions of the
law they "get the ordinary share of the
provincial grant It is only when a sepa-
rate school absolutely and entircly comply
with the law aud then come Jbefore the
eduzational aushorities and say: Having
complied with the law, being in every
sense of the word a public school, but call-
ed a separate school only because we hap-
pened to be less in number than the people
who organized the public gschools, we ask
to be paid this money 1n proportion to the
efficiency we can show we possess under
the educational enactments which you have
seen fit to pass. When that is shown the
money necessary to the efficiency of the
school shall be given. That was a theoreti-
cal interference with the control of the
public funds, but Mr. Sifton regarded it as
poor statesmanship to aothorize separate
schools and not provide for their efficiency.
The principal ground for abolishing the se-
parate school system in Manitoba was its
inefficiency. Mr. Sifton defended the ab-
olition of sepavate schools in Manitoba.
Upon the constitutional question Mr.
Siftoncontended that the Dominion Parlia-
ment was the only body which could settle
this question on its merits. The Imperial
Parliament could not, be they wculd deal
with it as recomended by the Dominion
Parliament. If it is necessary, therefore,
to vary the B. N. A, Act of 1871 the neces-
sary authority could be obtained. Had he

=



hic"own way"he would leave the provinces
absolutely free. But he recognizea the
strength of the argument cn the other side.
He was certain that those who did not
agree with him would never be convinced
to his way of thinking. Then what were
they going to do? They could not exercise
the torce of a brute majority. Thoere was a
certain distance that he was prepared to
go in the way of compromise, to the ex-
tent which is embodied in the amended
clause now before the Homwse. He was
willing to do so becanse he believed that
the eseential principles of a first class,
thorough national school system are not
impaired, ‘‘and the taint of what I call
ecclesiasticism in schools,and which 1n my
judgment always produces inefficiency, will
not be fomnd in the school system of the
Northwest under this legislation, unless
the people of the Northwest choose to have
it, in which case it is their business and
not ours.’’
Mr. Sifton seems to think the new clause
a form of honorable compromise and ue
concluded by announcing that he woula
support the Bill, ‘‘though not with any
great enthusissm, '
_ Mr. Bourassa resumed the debate on
Tuesday in a brilliant speech, dealing with
the education clanse ;which, he claimed
rested on section 93 of the Constitntional
Act. He quoted Lord Carnarvon when
moving the second reading of the B. N. A.
Act as saying that the legislative powers
distributed by the Act were four-fold:—
1. Subjects relegated to the central aun-
thority.
2. Those aseigned to the exclusive jnris-
diction of the Provinces.
3. Those that were subject to concarrent
iegislation,
4. A particular guescion
ceptionally— education.
The then Secretary of State for the Col-
onies said that clanse 93 had been framed
after consultation with all parties ana that
‘ the object of the clanse is to secure to the
religions minority of one province the
<ame rights and protection which the re-
ligions minority of another pro.ince may
cnjoy, placing the minority on a footing
of entire equality.’’

dealt with ex-
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SvAppealing to"alrense of justice Mr. 1sou-
rassu eloguentiy set forth that this protec
tion to the minority granted by Mr. Mac-
kengie, Sir John Macdounald, Mr Blake,
Alexander Campbell and the parliament of
Canada should now be respected when af-
ter 30 years provincial autonomy is being
granted. He relied more upon the henor of
parliament and the good faith of our pub-
lic men than upon any quibble of law. He
was particnlarly severe on the lawyers who
cheese-pared over nice points of law when
national and religions feeling and good
faith were concerned. Provincial rights
were a sham if the constitution conld be
trampied on. With great warmth he de-
fended the Roman Catholic hierarchy in
Quebac as the bulwark of British sover-
eignty in Canada. He argued strongly
that the Romen Catholics settled in the
Northwest were entitled to as fair a
treatment us the Protestants in thke Pro-
vince of Quebtec. Dealing with the claim
that we should trust the new provinces
to accord juetice, Mr. Bourassa said that
Premier Hanltain was one of the first tc
meove the Northwest Assembly to petition
parliament to grant them power to abolish
separate schools. Again, they could not
tell what might be the public policy of
these nev provinces 50 years hence. The
majority then might not appreciate that
British tolerance displayed by British
statesmen.

He entered upon an exposition of what
Catholic edncation had done for the world
and dwelt npon the value of the influence
of the Catholie Church upon the working
classes, in view of the alarm felt by Pro-
testant countries such ws Germany and the
Tinited States over the plagne of Social-
ism and the forces of unrest and disorder.
Re also pointed to the generous and fair
treatment always accorded to Protestant
edncation by th: Catholic majority in
Quebec. By reference to history and by
felicity of language as well as by reason of
force, elequence, and wit, Mr. Bourassa
lent diguity and interest to what may be
termed a great speech. He spoke in Eng-
lish to crowded galleries.

= —?ﬂ‘




Britis/ Politics.

HERE was a debate in the British

House on T.ord Selborne's appointment
as Lord Milner's successor, raised by Mr,
Swift MacNeill's motion for the adjourn-
ment of the House. Mr. MacNeill's mo-
tion was seconded by Mr. Keir Hardie and
supported.by Mr. Sydney Buxton and Ma-

the fact that he was Under-Secretary to
the Colonies at the time of the Raid. One
supperter of the GGovernment, Mr. Purvis,
gave his opinion that the Raid bad been
justified by subsequent events. Mr. Cham-
berlain did not go so far as that, but be
argued that the Dutch bad forgiven the

THE EARL OF SELBORNE
Who has been appointed to succeed Viscount Milner in South Africa.

jor Seely, white both Mr. Balfour and Mr
Chamberlain spoke against it. Objection
was taken to Lord Selborne s appointment
on various grounds, the ehief being that
he was a politician appointed to an office
which would be more appropriately filled
by & nou-party official; and, secondly, to

Raid, he praised Dr. Jameson and said he
was the most popular Prime Minister
there hud ever beem at the Cape. It seems
obvious that the most certain way to de-
prive an administration in advance of
the confidence of the people of the colony
is to associste it with a politician who



was au official at the time of the treach-
erous invasion of the Transvaal a.d a
member of the gavernment who made the
war and introdaced Chinese laboar. The
leaders of the Opposition emphasized this
view by sapporting Mr. MacNeili's mo-
tion, and Lord Selliorne mast make up his
mind that he will not be allowed to em
bertase or prejudice the execul
will and the pol

ion of the
of Britain, even though
thar people wmay e six thousand wiles
away. The Government
division fell ¢

majority on the

fifty eight

Two bye elections have
Mareh, and i1 both cases

occurred 1n

with resuits sut

EARL CAWDOR
The new First Lord of the Admiralty n
succession to the Earl of Selborne

isfactory to the Liberals. There was a
good deal of doabt avout she chauces of
their retaining the seat in North Westmor-
land as it was 0o secret that the capture
of the seat in 1900 was due to the loeal
inflnence of Mr. Rigg, and it was feared
that after Mr. Rigg's secession the seat
wooll return to i1s former unbroken loy-
alty to the Conservative party  When the
resultwas announced it was fonnd that Mr.
Leif Jones had kept the seat by a majority
of 220, a result which, thongh of course it
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is uot as good a result xe in 1900 when Mr.
Rigg won the seat with a majorityof 579
is very much better than a result of any
previons election. The Conservative ma-
jority fluctnated between 10 in 1955 and
872 in 1895  The poll last week was the
highest on record, and Liberals have given
a particularly warm welcome to Mr. Lief
Joves—a close student cf politics and an
indefatgable Liberal—from memory of
mauy vrave fights he hasmade for the party
I'his succesr was followed oy the capture
f Buteshire Mr. Lamont, an energetic
at by a ma
iting the Solieitor-(ieneral

0 won the

firar Literal to 12pre
nee 1880, The Fres Church

in Buteshive, and its

own on the side of the

( ) t which makes the resalt
all the 0

Loud Spsncer and  Lord “Rosebery have

bot recently  [ord Spencer point

1t that Mr. Wyndham's experience was

# siriking jostification of the Liberal pol

ey of exteading self government in Ire

lar Lord Kosebery  denonnced  once

again the Freneh agreement, assured pro

perty that it had nothing to fear from the

Liberals, borrowed for his Government

the cre lit of the Japanese alliauce, ana
said with regard to Ireland that no Lib
eral Government weuld ever set up the
curse of a dual authority. Lord Rorebery
added something about Administrative re-
form, but his langnage suggests that he is
a8 nositle to any form of devolation as he
is to Home Kale. He added that he hoped
bis #on wounld ba as loyal to principle as
his friend Mr. Glsdstone bad always been.

The only satisfactory result from the in-
creased taxation for armaments and war
since 1509 bas been the consecutively de-
clining expenditure in the eonsumption of
alcohol in every part of the United King-
dom since 1899, In that year as Dr. Daw-
son Burns poiated out in his letter to the
Times, the national drinkbill was 185 mil-
lions. It fell a million in [1900,*three mil-
lions in 1901, two millions in 1902,and five
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millions inJ1904. Tae last ‘and largestide-
creass wass£1,5629,000 on spirits, £2,172 -
000 on_beer., and £1,676,0002 on wine, In
1904 the expenditure per head on alocholie
liquor was £4 3¢, for !England, £3 4s. for
Scotland, and £3 2. 10d. for Ireland. Mr.
Austen Chamberlain, who was ioterview-
ed by a depatation of ‘‘the National Trade
Defence Asseciation’ smid that tue reduc
tion in consamption was dae to bad trade
and unemploymeut, not to the increased
taxation of alconol.  What the deputation

asked was that the taxes on spirits andbeer
added during the war shonld now be remit
ted. They also eomplaived that the assess-
ments of pu™lic-houses had been raiced in
many towns, They said nothing about the
licence duties, for these deputations are
controlled by the big men who keep the
large drinking saloons and gin palaces.
These large *‘houses’’ pay 5 per cent,. or
less in licence dnties on theiv rateable va-
lue, while the small ones pay 50 to 60 per
cent.

ThHe Latest Ocean Marwvel.

HE new tarbine Victorian
of the Allan Line bhas arrived st Ha
lifax with 1,500 passengers
A London despatch dated apon the
tarbine steamer Victorian begins

stemsitip

Hew

“'Tine weather, turbiues working sinooth
ly, no vibration, now 50 miles oat at sea.’

This messuge sent by wireless telegraphy
from the new Allun Vietorian, was
=aceived at Malin on the Irish const The
champions of the turbine fouad their ex-
pectations exceeded by the maiden voyage
of the vessel, which ix the first ocean go-
ing passenger steamship to be driven by
turbines

‘When the ship arrived at Moville, en
route for Canada,”’ telegraphs a Derry
correspondent, ‘‘it was stated that thongh
on the previous night she had encoantered
a strong northeast gale and choppy sea,
the passengersslumbered eacefally in their
berths. So qniet was the Victorian that
she might have been at her dock.

The absence of vioration fore and aft so
astonished the old Atiantic travellers on
board that many gazed persistently over
the side to see if she was really moving
through the water with a speed of either

liner

17 or 7 kncts, There was scarcely a per-
eeptible tremor through the ship.

Looking down from the upper grating
the engine room presented an  unfawmiliar
appearance. The boilerhouse, the old fash-
ioned noisy cranks and throbbing piston rod

All the engineeis had to do
their indicators o see how
much pressare there was on the high and
low turbines. At each end of these is an
instrament Jike a  stethoscope, which the
engineer on watch puts his ear to occas-
ionally. The proper sound is a centinu-
ous roar. [If it is intermittent there is
gomething wrong someswhere. Men long
uecustomed to the old reciprocating en-
¢ines looked round them in a hopelessway.

“*They will have to put aside all theor-
ies and knowledge and adapt themselves to
the new turbines,’’ said Charles Allen, su-
perintending engineer of the Belfast firm
who built the Victorian.

Mr. Allen added ‘'I expect that in less
than ten years, we shall have our ocean
steamships driven by gas generated on
board. An experiment will shortly be
made on a steamship fitted in this man-
ner.”’

were missing,
was to watch




Selo.

The Tsar receives (veneral Stoessel at Tsarskoe
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HE abolition of «
the (

has been rejocted by a consi

wpunlsory Greek in
ambridge Previous Examination
erable mujor-
ity of votes. The voting strength of the
residents in the Universit abo 600

and as the total number of

votes was 2,611,
2,060 non n have vote It i
obviou t it their opinio
mus
cut
min
from

Come
ably

were

constituting an elsct ¢ wy itself,
is Mr. R, G. Macpher portrait
we reproduce k or wover,  He

provii

this we
1s A native of the Untario,
Wel-
years

having been born 1n 8 0 y of
lington sme thirty-e
ago. Although not an old
House he was this sessios mored by be
ing elected Whip for British (
bas managed to
many important public
is known at Ot‘awa as
the interests of his ¢ the
House he showed from the first the qoali
ties of a forceful and lucid speaker, and
only the other day his political friends
were particularly pleased at a rise he took
out of Col. Sam Hughes,

nine
member of the

olnmbia. He
district

ovements, and
indefatigable in
ustituents In

secare for his

the nartow unso
Ontario over the
seems

HE storm raised by

phisticated press of
school clause of the Autevomy Bill
to be rapidly subsiding.

’rll!;\' suy that the western nembers of
parliament are making a move to fry
Mr. Sifton back into the cxbinet
Interior portfolio This is un
compliment, yet Mr
will not usk him to
should have

for something

and gt
and the
‘IV' t true

fton’s best friend

diy o

ssmue a portfolio which he
ged three years uage
The department is veally thres

effort

ifton has beer

them

ts and iu ar

wia ki

constantl
health. For
whas 4 young and vigorous man
: ofice at Ottawa ,and still is

o the risk of his

been avle to discharge these
forfinore than seven years bu
fail to

portfolio

to office we see why

y light and

have

VY W m  to someons  else

agzo we advocated the divisior
the Interior, which
the Department of indian Affairs

Survey

i partment of
includ
the Department of the Geolo: ical
the Immigration Branch (a cepartment in
and the large mineral and timber
interests of the west, and the Yukon. In
addition to all this Mr. Sifton nas had t
uwdvise the prime ninister in al' matters
retating to the Mounted Police, and he has
been the chief adviser of Council in regard
to all Yakon maiters, Now that he is out
we do pot believe that he wili again take
over the heavy burden of office, but that is
no reaon why those who know something
of the vime and thonght which be has in
the true vein of putriotism bestowed on his
country should refrain from 1estifying to
the great value of his services to Canada,
especially in view of the fact that he has
inenrred innocently the vulgar abuse of a
partisan press,

itself




Co-Operative Savings and Credit
Socreties in Canada.

AE March nomber of the Labour Ga-

zette, Just issued, contains amongst
other important features an interesting
and iwstruetive article on the subject of
co-operative suvings and  credit s« ties
in Canada,  This artiele gives a  detailed

i mnt of the

origin and practical work

ing of those societics, and in particular
the co-operative suvings and credit society
of peop bank at Levis, Que,, started by
Mr. Alphouse Dogjarding,a resident of that
city in 10GO

As illustrating the practicalworking and
iuportance of thi wm of co-operation, a/s
well as it« practieal benefits, the article is
most valuable, It is pointed ont that the

objects of the savings and credit societies
are moral, economic and
that supreme among their

educational, in

purposes  are
the enconragement of thrift and the pro
motion of honesty and honeur, the fur

therance of self-reliance and economic
independence, and the fostering of the
appreciation of business principles and
business relations amongst persons whose
financial means are limited, and who are
thereby precluded from obtaining personal
credit, notwithstanding that from several
points of view it would be advantageous
to themselves and the ccmwunity for
credit to be available,

The co-operative credit society encour-
ages saving by the formation of capital
made up of shares which are small in
amount, payable in weekly or monthly in-
stalments on the basis of which a division
of profits is made. It reeeives from its
member deposits in amounts of not less
than five cents, on which interest 1s allow-
ed, and grants loans, makes discounts and
advances to members on their own signa-
tare and the persomal security of other

mwembers of the society. It is restricted in
its operatious to deing business with mem-
bers only, and the wembership is restrict-
ed to a certain area. All sharsholders are

ot 1 to a porvion of the profits at the
end of the year

The following accounts of th wnefits
lerived by the shareholders through the co-
perative savings and eredit society at Le
vis in the time in which that iustitn
has n existence illustrate rly the:
advantnges to be derived from snch insti-

tutior
The great majority of the shareholders of
“La Cai (the Le-
vis Co operative Savings and Credit
oty) are workiugmen most of whom hold
two or three shares each, Nearly 700 dif-
ferent loans have been made since the es
tablisbment of the society,to about 100
different borrowers, in sums varying 1o
amounts from $1 to $600, the wajoriy aver-
aging from $50 to $100. Most of the lcans
have been made for a perivd cf four
months, and have been made to small tra-
ders, mechanics, farmers, and others toen-
able them to make advantageous purchases
to tide over temporary difficulties and to
meet pressing demands. Of all the loans
made pot a single horrower has failed to
make payment of the amounts advanced.
**In foor years the total amount receiv-
ed on account of capital subscribed has
amounted to $29,934.10, Since the com-
mencement of the Sociey in January, 1901,
$5,358.48 has been reimbursed to share-
holders who for different reasons desired
to withdraw their shares. Tuo total

Populaire de Levis

Soci-

amount paid on account of entrance fees
(being 10 cents per share on shares sub-
scribed) was $693.90 which would indi-
cate that in all $0,939 shares have been
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subscribed. The total amouvnt received in
profits on account of loans, &c., has been
$3,826.50. The Jtotal amoant received on
account of ;deposits, frem the establish-
ment of the society up to JFebruary 14 was
$12,257.27, out of which the sum of $6,727.
57 bas been reimtursed to depositors. Since
thelinception of the society to February 14,
1905, a total of $104,554.94 has been loaned
Taking a general survey of the entire bnsi-
ness of the society from its establishment
it appears that the society has handled
funds amounting iu all to $125,144.33.

‘It is the general concensus of opinion
of the shareholders that but for the estab-
lishment of this savingsund credit society
not $2,000 out of the *$32,500 which has
been, deposited in the bank lin the form of
shares and deposits would have been saved
Among the shareholders are many young
men who are apprentices or mechanics and
who with tak only
share, aud have at the present time as
much as $200 laid aside iu the form of paid

commenced one

up shares or deposits. These amounts have

A group of wew' ¢

been accumulated ehiefly through the op-
portunity afforded of acquiring [shares by
the payment of small amounts in weekly
or monthly instalments. Having com-
menced by making a weekly deposit of 10
cents, many have acquired the habit of de-
positing regularly with the bank and have
ehown a disposition to increase the amount
of their deposits from month to month and
year to year.

‘Not ouly have the members of the society
received assistance by way of advances
and acquired habits of thrift from making
regular deposits, bot not a few have been
saved from serions mnbarrassment and
from extortion at the hands of nsurers.’

Other co-operative and savings societies
have been organized at St Joseph de Levis,
a parish adjoining that in which the Le-
vis society operates, a Hull, Que., and at
St. Malo in Quebec East. There are indi-
cations that under favorable circnmstances
other societies of a similar kind will be
instituted in the near future

- of the House of Commons and of the Press Gallery
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FOR ANOTHER FIVE YEARS

" ‘Cartoon that appeared 1n the Manitoha Free Press the morning after the general
elections, showing Hon Clifford 8ifton, and.Mr. Bole the member for Wiuni-
peg rejoicingltogether]with.Leader Laarier.




HE British people do not
timid leader or guvernment
admire pluck and couray For

admire a
They do
this rea

son alone the lutest trade incident in the
Heuse of Comwons will do the Balfour
Administration a preat deal of damage
The ery raised throug Gireat Britain
that free trade was worn out, while cre

ating a furore by reason of M
lain's high
of enormous sums on literaur
press, failed to find un
electicns und the gover
grant the Opposition reques
vote in th
the stron

Chamber

position and the esp
and on the

acho 1a the by

for & test

Honse of Commons,

left M
Balfour because of his vacillation and his

men in the cabinet

Ccoquetting with Mr Cham!erlain

last the Opposition managed on March
to place a resolution in the havds of the
Speaker, which reads as follows “*That
in the opinion of the House the iwposition
of & general duty on all manufactured
g00ds imported from abroad, notr exceeding
ten per cent. on an average and varying
according to tue amount of labor, would be
injurious to the commercial interests of the
United Kingdom,'" was carried 254 to 2.

= Mr. Airnsworth’s resolution was second-
ed by Richard Frederick Cuvendish(Union-
ist), who congratnlated Mr, Balfour, the
premier, on giving the House an opportun-
ity to express nofettered its views on fiscal

At

A Timid Government.

propositions, Both Mr., Airnsworth and
Mr. Cavendish maintained that the vote
would show a complete diserediting of
Joseph Cunmiberlain

Premier Balfour expluined that he did
not consider the resolition as anytbing
mors than an abortive «ffort on the part of
the opposition to em® arrass the gevernment
over an issne whicl, was not before parlia-
ment. He requested his followers uot only
to fullow the y be had adopted by not
debating the resolution, baut also to follow

his example by not going 1nte the division

lobby.

Sir Henry Campbell-Banuermnan attacked
the government for its attitade. He ask
od if the question was of no woment new,
why it critical party

destion on March 8

wis  considered a

Lord Hugb Cecil said he believed that
after tonight the country would not take
the tariff reformers seriously. The elec-
torate would not rally to those who fail-
edJto rallyjto their own cause. The pro-
testation movement, he said, was dying;
it had only been galvanized into life by
the genins of one individual.

It is stated that Mr. Balfour secured

Joseph Chawberlain’s assent to his mode
of dealing with the Airnsworth wotion by
representiog that uny other course would
risk the government being defeated.
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Three of Them. By Maxim Gorky. Lon-
don: Fish r Unwin 1805,

Creatures That Once Were Men By Max-

im Gorky. With an introduction by G.

K. Chesterton. London. Alston Rivers.
lT is evident from the general tone of

writers in the Bnglish press and period-
ical literature that the tone of the Russian
mind and the Russian attitude to life are
& profound mystery to the edncated Eng-
lishman.  While the Rassians, without un-
derstanding the English character, have a
sincere admiration for its moral force and
conscientiousness, English people who have
hved in Rossia testify whole-beartedlv
that the Russians are “‘awfolly pood fe)-
lows'' | s0 warn and lovable in spite of
their defects. A profonnd abyss divides,
indeed, the two national characters, and
the intelligest man who wishes to pene-
trate into the wsoul of the Ruseian people
can find a short and easy way by study
ing attentively two of Gorky's tales re-
cently translated, Three of Them, and
Creatores Thut Once Were Men.

Gorky’s art is very simple ana direet,
and in mo respect is it remarkable for in
dividual subtlety or tewperamental rieh-
ness. It is an excellent medium for the
conveying of his vivid impressionistic sce-
nes and sketches, but it eanuot compare
for a moment in pevetrating depth, in po
etic beauty or psychological insight with
the art of the great Rnssian novelists.
Gorky has a touch of the able journalist in
bim, and as an artistic craftsmean he is,
for exnmple, inferior to Tchexhov, & wri-
ter of the third rank. But just becanse
his pictures of life are so charged with an
appeal to ordinary Rissian nature, his
work is a clear and simple guide to the
instinctive feeling and outlook of the po-

pular wind. The main reason of Gorky's
sudden rise to popularity a few years ago
was that he was the first to introduce
the fierce anarchistic types of the hung-
er-driven ranks  of the exploited and sub-
merged ‘‘ontcusts’’ on the notice of the
Rusgian poblic, that had grown tired of
the orthodox literary pictares of the peas-
ant's fatalism. Gorky's story, Chelkosh,
which immediately made his reputation
all over Russia, is simply a character
sketch of a strong, reckiess and daring
dock thief, who defies constituted society
with his creed. ““Today you do for we, to-
wmorrow I'll do for you.”' The Russian
public, always keenly on the lookout for
literature of a revolutionary tendency, at
once caught at the detiant individuwlism
of Gorky's “‘outcasts’’ as a protest against
any slavish snbmission to Authority, whe-
ther moral, political or social. And Gorky
in fact, was almost the first writer to inai-
cate the existence of those explosive forces
in the life of the swaeated proletariat in
Russian towns which have lately bnrst ont
uncontrollably in the astonished face of the
Government. But politics apart, the Rus-
sian public welcomed (Gorky’s picturesque
sketches of vagabond life for their atme-
vphere of bread, human sympathy, of on-
flinching mental honesty, of their bitser
and detiant acceptation of life's evils The
Russisn public is strong in its sense or
brotherly love. Aad love and instice, de-
spite what the moralists say, are like wife
and husband who are each jealous of the
other's dictation . Imagine the reception
that would be given in England to an ex-
journeyman baker, wandering  artisan,
and companion of outcasts and tramps
who should present reading classes with
realistic transcripts from the life of Eng-
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lish dossers, beggars, prostitutes, artis-
ans, thieves, peasants, horse-copers, *con-
victs, pedlais, dock labourers, lodging-
housejkeepers, nnvvies, etc., “sketches,
moreover, surcharged with a bitter philo-
sopher's invective Jagainst the life of

th com ional r bility and
worldly suecess. Imagine the ordinary
Engllshman and his wife welcoming eag-
erly these barsh, realistic sketches, grim
in their revelation of life's 'brutalities and
of human nature's weaknessesand wrong-
doing, for the sake of their inherent sym-
pathy with the week and the suffering,
and for the precious feeling of the com-
mon humanity between the cheat and the
cheated, the oppressor Jand the oppressed,
the murderer and his victim. The spiritual
difference between the English public
which wazed so enthusiastie over Rudyasrd
Kipling and the Russian which acclaims
Gorky, is characteristic of the profound
abyss which separates the national life and
woral ideas of the Anglo-Saxon and the
Slav.  All the Englishman’s admiration
seems to be direct'd to the attainment of
moral strength, to the growth of his will,
to worldly seccess, personal force, and so
on to the attainment of righteousness, of
being in a state of bewng ‘‘right’’ _within
himeelf; and all his contempt is reserved
for weakness, for moral failure, for lack of
character, for lack of force in the conquer-
ing of circumstances. And from this
spirited ideal triumphing too much in ae-
tion arises all that is odious in the English
mind, complacent [patronage of ‘‘inferi-
ors,”" lack of charity, hard superiority to
the ‘*sinner,’’ open or secret self-complac-
ency and also—what is perhaps even more
insidiously narrowing—distrust of ‘our hu-
man impulses, dislike of letting the emo-
tions go, perpetual self-distrust, fear of be
inglourselves freely and boldly—in “short,
intellectual bypocrisy and dishonesty. ‘Bat
tbe  Russian  perpetually ; discontented
with his own actions, morally conscious of
his lack of grit and will power, fatalisti.
cally distrustful of his own power to
change the human natare within bim, finds
lis relief in Jgenuine self-abasement, in
true brotherly_love, in Jsaying perpetnally
"I 'am not better than other men; we are
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all brotbers.”’ ZHence to be depised, to Do
lowly and suffering, to be resigned to the
will of God is a jcraving of ‘the Russian
mind, and we find perpetually *in Russian
literatvre that the Russian soul is deepen-
ed, made tender, lovable and broadly hn-
man by recognizing unflimchingly all the
darkest and saddest strands of human life,
The Russian’s charity,in short, is a pallia-
tive for his own vices; the Englishman’s
practical commonsense activity is a palila-
tive for his mental blinking of all the un-
pleasant and disturbing facts of life that
be meets on his way,

Himself the son of unsnccessfal and strog-
gling people Gorky passea throngh a hard
and bitter apprenticeship to misfortune
before he emerged as a writer of pictures-
que sketches in a [Russian newspaper sat
Tiflis, in 1892. Having learnt no regular
trade, he bad knocked about as a manual
lubourer, tramp and itinerant hawker,
wandering as a casual labourer from city
to city, throogh Central and Southern Rus-
ia. He emerged at the age of twenty-three
with a budget of strange experiences
drawn direct from the life of those social
strata of the community which are
bounded by the life of the criminal out-
cast at the hottom and the respectable ar-
tisan at the top. An anflinching analy-
sis of man's ugly egoism, pity for the
suffering protest against slavishness, a
myvstical and tender love for the weak,
the ‘‘unworthy’’* and the ‘‘sinner'’—these
elements furmed the spiritual atmosphere
of Gorky's writings and touched the Rus-
sian heart in its most sensitive place. The
story Konovalov is a very profound study
of the Russian temperament, and the
reader who masters it will, once and for
all, have got to the very roots of Russian
human natore, iu all its rich depths of
spiritual life, in all its broad humanity,
and in all its self-abandonment to the bit-
ter gloom of its own erring weakness and
moral paralysis,

In the} novel, Three of Them, the first
half of which is one of the fiuest pieces of
work he has done, Gorky traces the lives
of three poor boys attaining manhood, Tlia,
Jacob and Pashka, the sons of tpyical Rus-
sian folk, a peasant convict, a barman,
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and a blackemith, The three lads ure
brought up in an old tenement house, a
human warren inhabited by a number of
poor families, shoemakers, ragpickers, cab-
men, and varions beggar women and ‘‘un-
fortanates’’ who use the eating-houre Kept
by the crafty Petruha the barman. What
strikes the English reader is that these
characters, one and all. workmen, rogues,
and prostitutes alike, are all striving after
a deep inner humihation of spirit, as the
ideal for man. Ilia wants ‘‘to live decent-
ly, in honesty, cleanliness and joy,"’ but
some obscure mixture of impulse. meral
as well as animal ,leads him to place him-
self in the position of a sinner. He is not
in the depths of his heart satisfied with
leading an upright prosperous, and bappy
life, though he has in fact strength of cha-
racter enough to do so; he is logically
bonmd to give way Ito his temptations in
order to feel the bitter strivingscf his sonl
within bim. ‘*Just as a stone is necessary
to sharpen the bluntness of a chisel, so is
«in necessary to wan to quicken his soul
and Lumbie it to the dust at our all mereci-
ful Lord’s feet,”’ is, in fact, the secret be-
lief and fatalistic aspiration of the Russian
wonl, which, feeling itself snrrounded
with earthly sip, and beset by inner sin,
finds it the easiest way outof accoaoting
for its own weakness, and attaining its
spiritual eorichment. Now, if we turn
to tne other side of the shield we find that
the English sonl's weakness is jost the
sther way. It we are so spiritually strorg
and pure, why are we 8o afraid of com g
into contact with sin? why are we so dis-
trustful of knowing our own motives?! why
are we so hard, so uncharitable, so full of

contempt for the weak and erring?
Because our ideal in the power of our will
to conquer self means that conscionsness
of sin really degrades us, while it makes
the Russian feel better, worthier, more full
of leve for his fellow-man. In Creatures
That Once Were Men Gorky draws a most
incisive sketch of the philosophy of life
of a4 band of outcasts, broken men, tramps,
drunkards, thieves, snd reprobates, who
inhabit & doss-house under the presidency
of the cynical drunkard Kuvlada an ex-
officer. These people commit bratal crimes,
live in ‘‘wickedness’’ and in perpetual
suffering, which ‘‘eats their hearts out,”’
and, unable to rise out of their vicious
life, are preoccupied with the great prob-
lem of how to get envugh drink to deaden
their senses. Bnt when all is said and done
(Gorky brings home to us that these oucast
scoundrels are in fact living a deeper spir-
itnal life then are many of the clean,
prosperons and successfal townsmen on
whom these wretched fcreatures prey. Re-
morse and self despair torment them in
the interval of their cynical orgies, and in
the bitterness of their hearts rhey know
what good is better tham most of these
complacent, and smug people who ‘‘work
day and night, and gather money all the
time., Mr. Chesterton, who has written a
suggestive ‘‘Foreword’' to th: tale sams
up its value well when he says: ‘'Here in
the very ace of describing a fall from bu-
wanity Gorky expresses a sense of the
strangeness and essential value of the hu-
man being, which is far too commonly ab-
sent altogether from such complex civili-
zations as our owm.'’
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