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£Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God.~Peter.  On this Rock I wilt buld

r:i my Church, nnd the gates 0{' Hellshall not prevail against it.— The Lord Messiah.

W - s ’ e ——— amaat ’ Svart——
"RESTORATION OF THE ANCIENT, ORDER OF THINGS.
No. IX.

U ) ON TilE BREAKING OF BREAD—No. IV.

=1 po not aim at prolisity, but at brevity, in discussing the various to-
g?ﬁjcs which are necessary to be introduced intq this work. We are not
iesiraus to shew how much may be said on this or any other subject, but
§§) shew how litle is necessary to cstablisl the truth, and {0 say much
fija few words. We shall aot, then, dwell any longer on the scriptural
Huthority for the weekly Lreaking of bread ; but for the sake of those
#ho are startled ar what they call innovation, we shall adduce a few
istorical ficts and incidents. We lay no stress upon what is no better
‘han the traditions of the churcli, or upon the iestimony of those called
Jhe primétice fathers, in settling any part of christian & orship or ehristign
‘shedience.  Yet, when the scriptires are explicit upon any topic which
1ost sight of in modern times, itis buth gratifying and useful to kpow
Buw the practice has been laid aside and other cusioms been substituted
ii‘ itsronm. There is, 100, a corroborating influence in anthentic history,
Fhich, while it does not authorize any thing as of divine authotity, 1t
confirms the couviction cf our duty in things divinely established, by ob-
\;'gérv'ing how they were observed and how they were laid aside.

£ All antiquity concurs in evincipg that for the hree first tenturies all
Jhe churches broke bread orice a week.  Pliny, in his Epistles, book
A0tk 3 Justin Martyr, ia his Second Apology for the Clristians; end
%.g'ertulﬁnn, De Qua. p- 133, testify that it was tiie upliersa) practige in
‘2l the weekly assemblies of the brethren, afier they had prayed and

Iiﬁng praises—** then bread and wine being brought 10 the chief brother,

gm takes it and offers praise rnd thanhsgiving to,the Failer, m\g},fg name

of the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Afler prayer ax_'nd thapksgiviag the

whole assembly says, Amen. When thanksgiving is ended by the chief
‘é!‘ide’ and the consent of the whole peuple, the deacons (as we call them)

give to every one preseut part of the bread and wie, over whigh thanks

are given.” )

* The weekly communion was presencd in the Grech church uil the

eventh century ; and, by one of their canons, ** such as neglecled three .
" Vou. IV. s o -
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weeks together were excommunicated.”— Erskine’s Dissertations,
. %71, .
d In the fourth century, when all things began to be changed by baptized
Pagans, the pructice beganto decline. Some of the councils in the
weslem,pﬂrkof the Roman empijre, by their canons, strove to keep it np.
"The council held at Hliberis-in Spain, A. D. 824, decreed that * no ofs
ferings should be received from’ such as did not receive the Lord’s Sup.
per.”’-—Council Illi, canon 28. r
-The council at Antioch, A. D. 341, decreed that “all who came to
church, and heard the scriptures read, but afterwards joined not in prayer,
and receiving the sacrament, should be cast out of the chureh till such
time as.they gave public proof of their repentance.”—Council Ant. ca-
non 2.

All these canons were unable to keep a carnal erowd of professors ina
practice for whichthey had no spiritual taste ; and, indeed, it was linely
to get out of use altogether. To prevent this, the council of Agatha, in
Languedoe, A.D. 506, decreed “ that rione-shbuld be esteeméd good
christians who did not communicate at least three times a year—at Christ-
mas, Easter, and Whitsunday.” Coun. Agatha, canon'18. This soon
became the standard of a goog christian, and it was judged presumptuous

. to commuae oftener.

Things went on in this way for more than six hundred years, until they
got-tired of even three communications in one year ; and the infamous
ceuncil of Lateran, which decreed auricular confession and transubstan.
tiation, decreed that * an annual communion at Easter was sufficient.””
This association of the * sacrament” with Easter, and the mechanical
devotion of the ignorantat this season, greatly contributed to the worship
of the Host. Bingham's Ori. B. 15,c. 9. Thasthe breaking of bread
in simplicity and godly sincerity once a week, degenerated into a pom:
pous sacrament once a year at Easter.

At the Reformation this subject was but slightly investigated by the
reformers. Some of them, however, paid some attention to it. Fven
Calvin, in his Ins. Lib. 4, chap. 17, 46, says :=** And truly this custom,
which enjoins communicating once a year, is & most evident contsivance
of lhe:1 Devil, by whose instrumentality soever it may have been deter-
mined.”

And again, (Ins. Lib. 6 chap. xviii. sec. 46:) he says :—* It ought to
have been far-otherwise. Every week, at least, the table of the Lord
should bave been spread for christian assemblies, and the promises.de-

<lared, by which, in partaking of it, we might be spiritually-fed:”

Martin Chemnitz, Witsius, Calderwood, and others of the reformers
and controyersialists, concur with Calvin; and, indeed, almost every
commentator on the New Testament, concurs with the Presbyteriar
Henry in these remarks on Acts xx. 7. * In the primitive times it was
:}he custom of many churches to receive the Lord’s Supper every Lord's

ay.’ » ’

The Belgic reformed church, in 1581, appointed the supper to-be re-
ceived every other month. The reformed churches of France, after
saying that they had been too remiss in obscrving the supper but four

times -y ear, advise a greater frequency. The.church: of Scotland be-
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gan with four sncraments in a year; but some of her ministers got up to
twelve times.  Thus things stood till the close of the last century.

Since the commencement of the present century, many congregations
in Engiand, Scotland, Ireland, and some inthe United States and Canada,
both lndependents and Baptists, have attended upon the supper every
Lord’s day, and the practice is every day gaining ground.

These hisiorical notices may be of some use to those who ate ever
and anon crying out Innovation ! Innovation ! But we advocate the
principle and the practice on apostolic grounds alone. Blessed is that
servant who, knowing his master’s will, does it with expedition and delight.

Those who would wish to see an able refutation of the Presbyterian
mode of observing the sacrament. and a defence of weekly communion,
would do well to read Dr. John Mason’s letters on frequent Communion,
who is himself a high-toned Presbyterian, and, consequently, his remarks
will be more regarded by his brethren than mine. - 4. ¢,

CHRISTIAN PERFECTION.

Twis high attainment is not only desirable, but absolutely necessary
to qualify every obedient believer for the enjoyment of that felicity that
1310 be realized in the presence of God, beyond the confines of the dark
and silent tomb.  And God, who is rich in merey, has in a most won-
derful manner displayed his divine benevolence in the person of our
most gracious Redeemer for the accomplishment of this grand object, in
ins descent to this earth and in his ascension * far above all heavens.”
And” after this wondrous displav of divine compassion, he proceeds
(through the descent of the Holy Spirit) to lay a sure foundation by
which we may with the greatest certainty “ come to the unity of the
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unts a perfect man, unto
the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.” Agan, the apostle
Paul referring to this sublime subject, says, * Whom we preach, warning
every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present
every man perfect in Christ Jesus.” Col. i.28. As soon, therefore, as
we arvive to this spiritual position, ull scruples and doubts respecting our
acceptance in the sight of God disappearatonce. It may be asked, by
what means or through what process can mortals in this state of bein
possibly arise to a complete state of christian perfection ? Wa will en.
deavor to give the answer after a few remarks. Noah, Job, and Heze-
kiah, and a hos! of the ancrent patriarchs and prophets—ealled * a cloud
of witnesses,” Heb. xii. 1—came to that state of perfection required of
them as servants of the Most High: hence, Peter calls them * holy men
of old ;” and no doubt but David had seen some of thoe perfeét ones,
for he says * Mark the perfect man and behold the uptight, for the end
of that man is peace.”” Psalm xxxvii. 87. Christian reader, have you
enlisted in the ranks of the King of kings, and are yoii advancingtowards:
this highly desirable state of christian perfection, so as to rise Superior
and above every species of secivrian prejudice and party spirit? or any
thing else that is beneath the dignity of christianity ?  But, again, you
are ready to inquire, how shall the believer in Christ arrive at this state
of holy lwing before his God and before the world of mankind? Well .
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according to the rule of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus, the believer cap
with the fullest assurance arrive with perfect safety to this most desirable
attainment. The apostle Poter speaks thus, “ According as his divine
power hath given unto us all things that pertainunto life and godliness.”
Mark, it is here stated that, all things are given to us (every believer or
truc chistian) that belung to these admirable qualificauons.  * W hereby
are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises; that by these
ye might be partakers of the divine natare. And besides this (that s,
besides being partakers of the divine nature), giving all diligence,add 1o
your faith, virtue.™ Let your moral goodness and chasuty be pure ana
unimpeachable. * And 10 virtue, knowledge.” Be skiiful and melii.
gent in the law of the spirit of life. * And 1o knowledge, temperance.”
Let your moderation and sedateness run commensurate with your chris.
tian character and outward deportment. * Andtotemperance, patience.”
Be calin and resigned in the midst of severe affliciion, endure reproach
and upposition with much long suffering.  * And 10 patience, godhiness.”
Continue piously and righteously toward God. ** And to godiiness, bro-
therly kindness.” Be very strict in carrying out the nawre, principte,
and quality of this grace, so as to exemphfy all the fruits of a heaven born
soul. * And to brotherly kindness, charity.” Saffer long, and be kind,
envy no one, nor be pufled up ; do not behave yourself unseemly ; seek
not your own; be not easily provoked; think no evil; rejoice not in
iniquity, but rejoice in the truthj bear all things, believe all things, hope
for all things, endure all things. * For if these things be in you and
abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Chnst.” 2 Pet. 1. 1——8.  ** And this
is life eternal, that they migj}t know thee, the only true God, and Jesns
Clirist whom thou hast sent.”™ The apostle Peter goeson to say, * For
if ye do these things yc shall never fall. Fur so an entrance shail be
mnistered unto you abundantly into the everlasuing kingdom of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ.” A thorough knowledge of God and his Son
Jesus Christ, and a complete submission on our part to all things 1aught
by Christ and Ins Apostles brings us to this excellent state of holy living.
And this holy living brings us (at the resurrection of the just) to the tree
of life, in the everlasuug kingdom. Conpono.

Se1rir oF RELisroN.—Christ re-established the uniy of human nature.
He taught us ibe principle of eternal justce, and the grand secret of all
harmony and happiness, on earth as in heaven—love. Till we arrive at
that point of his system, we are unacquainted with Chnsuamty, anu are
ignorant of our patures and our desumes. The dogmas and the mys-
teries that even the very highest disciples bave wrapped round this gio- -
rivus sun of the Christian system—tlis all-embracing sentiment of uni-
versal love, have only obscured its tight from us, and screened from us
its vitat warmth., The gospel does not consist in doctrines and ceremo-
nies fonly], but in love.

Bat to love we must kaow who are worthy of our Jove ; and here agamn .
the revelation of Christ embraced the nfintte: ** Thou shalt love 1hy
neighbor as thyself.”  Aad then came the queston, ** who s thy neign-
bor?” Aad the answer expressed in an inmortal story was, ** Every
one who needs thy help.”— Extract.
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LECTURES TOCHILDREN.
BY JOHN TODD.

LECTURE HL
ANGELS' JOY WHEN SINNERS REPENT.
There is jay .u the presnuce of the angels of God over one sunior that repemedi.—
Luke xv. 10.

Dip any of these children ever see an angel 2 No. Did T ever see
one? No. Dideverany body sce an angel ? Yus. A great many have.
Abroham did. Lot did. David did. Christ did. Peter and Joha did.
Aud in the Bible you read of many who have seen angels.

But though you never saw an angel, yet you all know whatan angel is.
Angels are good spirits, who love God more than they love one another,
and more than they love any thing else. They live in heaven. And
what do you think they are doing there ? Idle, do you think ? No. They
are never jdle a moment. Sometimes God sends them away on errands,
justas your parents seud you. Sometimes they come down to this world
to do good to good people here. When a good man dies, they stand by
his bed, and carry hissoul up to Leaven, just as you are led by the hand
when you do not know the way

And though we cannot see them, yet I suppose some are here in this
merting-house now, seeing you and me, and luoking to see if this sermon
will do any good. What else do they do? Why, if God has no errands
on which to scad them, then they sing his praises, and make music a
thousand times sweeter than any which we ever heard.

There are a great many of these angels in heaven—more than this
liouse would hold,—more th.u a thousand or a million of such meeting
houses would hold, if they were all to be seated justasyouare. And .
they are all happy. Because not one of them ever did wrong; not one
ever spake a ¢ross or a wicked word ; 1ot one of them ever told a lic;
not one of them ever sinned, or ever felt any kind of pain. And, what
is very wonderful, they love us. They come down here, and when any
body repents of sin, they tell of it in heaven, and they all rejoice and are
glad. Now, just read this beautiful textagain. * 1 say unto you, There
1s joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repeuteth.”
Now, if I had told you this without first finding it in God’s book, yeu
could not have believed me. But now we know it must be so, because
Christ hath told usso ; and he says, * Heaven and earth shall pass away,
but my words shail not pass away.”

I wish, now, my dear children, to tell you two plain reasons why the
angels rejoiee over every sinner who repents. 1 could give you many
. more reasons, but am afraid you cannot remember more.

1. First, then, they rejoice when any one repents, because thgy know
what heaven and kell are.

How, suppose, I had never seen any one of you before ; and I should
ask one of these little boys or girls about their home. Yqu could tell
me about it—where you eat, where you sleep, where you play, how you
are kept warm in the cold weather,—how ycur parents take good care
of you,—where you go to school,—how many ways your parents 1ake
e incke you happy.  You could tell me all about your home, and your
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garden and all your pleasant things there, because you have always lived
there, .
Just 5o of the angels. They have always lived in heaven, and know
how pleasant a place it is. And when any one repents, they know he
will go to heaven, and be happy as they are. They have talked with
good old Nouh about the wicked world that was drowned in the flovd,
when he .

* Humble, happy sunt,

Surrounded with his chosen few,

Satn tho ark, securs fiom fear,
Aud sang the grace that steered him throngh "

They have talked with Abraham, and Joseph, and David, and Paul, and
all the happy men in heaven; and they know that they are all happy,
and so they rejoice when any one repents and sets out to go to heaven.

Suppose you were to see a poor ragged boy, almost frozen with the
cold, and who has no home, and no fice to warm m by, and no food 10
eat, and no bed to sleep on, and no triends to take care of him ; now,
would you not be glad to have some kind man 1o take that poor child in,
and give him ahowz like yours 2 Yes. Iknow you would—I know you
would, because you know what 1t is to have a plessant home. Well,
just so the blessed angels feel swhen any one repents, for they know God
will take him to heaven,

Children, what would you le* any one 1al.2 some heavy tool and crush
your finger for? For a dollar 7 No. Forten? No. But what would
you have your arm cut off for > For a hundred dollars? No. For all
the playthings in the whole world? No. For how much would you lose
your reason, and be crazy 2 For any thing in this world? No. I know
you would not. For how mucl: would you have your eyes put out, so
that you could never again see your friends, nor the beautiful light of
the glorious sun? Not for all the world. But, my dear children, the
man who goes to hell because he will not repent of sin, 1s worse off than
if he were to jose an arm, or his eyes ; yes, worse off than if he wereto
lose his reason, or be put into the fire, and kept burning all day and all
night, and a year, and ten thousand years. For he .oses his soul, and has
not a frivnd in heaven, nor any where else ; and, what 1s more, be never
will have a friend. He is “ covered with shame and everlasting con.
tempt.”  The holy angels know all this, and rejoice when any sinner
repents, and thus escapes the punishment of hell.

This is the first reason. Can you remember it ?

2. "The second reason why angels rejoice over a sinncr who repents,
is, that ¢/l he does repent, it is very uncertain whether he ever will.

If one of you were sick, and laid on the bed, and were so sick that it
was very uncertain whether you would live or die, your parents and
friends would feel very anxious about you. They would come to your
bed side, and raise up your feeble head, and inquire about your pain, and
send off for the physician, and would sit up with youall night. Yes, and
they wouid think more about their sick child, and feel more anxious about
you, than about all the rest of the famly, so long as it was uncertain
whether or not you got well. And just so the angels feel, so long as it
is uncertain whether or not a sinner repeuts.
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Turn now to the 12th chapter of 2d Samuel, and see if David did not
feel just so. As long as it was uncertain whether his child should live
or die, he lay on the ground, and fasted and prayed. This uncerlainty
made him feel very anxious.

Suppose one of your little brothers should fall into the river, and there
sink down under the deep waters, and before he could be got out, he
should grow cold and pale, and seem 10 be dead. Your father takes the
flittle boy in his arms,and carries him home, and then they wrap him up
m warm flannels, and lay him up on the bed. ‘The doctor comes, und
goes into the room with your fatler and mother, to see if itis pussible to
save the little boy’s life. ‘T'he doctor says that nobody muy go into the
room but the parents. They go in, and shut the door, and in a, few
minutes the question is to be decided, whether or not the child can hve.
Oh, ther, how would you go to the door, and walk around with a step
soft as velvet, and hearken to know whether the dear boy lives! And
after you had listened for some time, treading softly, and speaking in
whispers, and breathing short, the door opens, and your mother comes
out, and there are tears in her eyes! Is he dead >—says one in a faint,
sinking whisper—is he dead? Onh, no-—-no—your litde brother lives,
and will be well again! Oh, what a thrill of joy do you all feel !} What
leaping up in gladness! Now, there is such a joy in heaven over one
sinner that repenteth. The sinner has been sick, but the gospel has
been taken as the remedy, and he is te live for ever. Do you wonder
that the angels rejoice at it ?

Just turn to the 21st chapter of Numbers, and read the account of the
healing of those who had been bitten by the fiery serpents. Had you
been there, you might have seen parents carrying their litile children
who had been bitten, and who were just ready to die. 'The poison of the
serpents is circulating through them, and they are almost gone. The
mother brings up her child to the brazen serpent. Oh, how anxious is
she, lest it has not got strength sufficient to look up! How tenderly
dees she gaze upon its face, as she holds it up to the brazen serpent,
waiting for it to open its eyes! and what joy when it does look up and
live! So there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner that repeateth.

1 have now told you the two reasons why the holy angels rejoice when
a sinner repents. { next wish you to hear three remurks. Will you
remember them—all three ? ’

1. Most men are not like the holy angels.” .

By being like the angels, I do not mean, that most men do not look
like them ; for nobody looks like them. But I mean that they do not
feel like them. You hear men talk every day. What do they talk
about ?  Why, about the weather, their health, their cattle, thejr crops,
and their neighbours ; but very few say any thing about the repentance
of sinners.

Suppose one of you should repent to day. [ should be glad, and so
would some others ; but the greater part of the people in this town would
know nothingabout it; or if they did, they would care nothing about it.
JI:Jot so with the angels. They would all rejoice over it—ivould all

now it,
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Suppoga ona of yr should find a piese of gold as 3 ou gu home as big
as your fis.  What v wondert All the town would knew of t, und
talk about it, and call- you a fucky cluld; but tho angels would carg
nothing about it—no, not if you should find gold enov xh 10 fill this house,
You see why. Because they feel for your soul, winle most men think
only of the world. And the reason is, men nre sinners, and most of
them love any thing better thah repsntance.. Ifany one of you should
repent to day, I suppose many would laugh and sueer at it.  But not an
angel in heaven would laugh or sneer. You sece, then, how it is, that
the first remark is true, that most tnen are ot like the holy angels.

2. My second remark is, that we cannot go to heaven without repenting
of sin. .
flf' a man could go to lieaven without repenting of sin, then nobody
would need to repeut; and if auy one did repent, he would be domg what
was not needful. And if so, thea the angels would rejoice to see men
do whatthey need notdo!

Suppose I should say 10 you to day, that, 1n order to meet God on
the Sabbath, and reocive God's blessing, you must sleep out on the
ground all Saturday night, wet or cold, sick or well.  Suppose you don,
and | rejoice to see you do it.  Now if this be not necessary m orderto
receive Gud’s blessing, then it would be cruel i e to wish to see yon
doing it.

You know whcn you are sick M our pareats rejoice to see you swallaw,
cheerfully, the bitter med.cine, because you canuot get well without
taking it; but if you could get well just as welt without, your parents
would never rejoice to see you take it. Now, repentance 15 disliked as
much as medicine is ; and if we could go 10 heaven without 1t, the holy
angels would not rejoice to see us repenung.

uppose, in going home to day, one of you should break his arm so
dreadfully, that it must be cut off, or else you die; and 1 should call
and see you to morrow, and find the dactor there, with his sharp tools
-ail ount, ready to cut the arm off, I should rejorce tohave i cut of ! And
why ? Not, my dear children, because I should love to see you suffer,
or lose your arm ; but because your lifc could not be saved without.
And thus you see why the angels rejoice so much over one who repents.
1t is because none can go to heavea wuthout repentance.

3. My third and last remark is, that you w«ill all be very wicked if you
do nat repent immedialely.

And why > Because you are all sinners; and because I have read
to you Christ’s words, how that the angels would rejoice at 1t, and have
told you why they would rejoice.  No one is 1oo young to sin, and so it
i§ plain that no one is too young to repent. Because, too, that if you do
not repeat, you cannot go to heaven. You can play, you may grow up,
you may learn your books, you may become rich, if God spares your
lives ; and may do all this without repentance. But you cannot go to
heaven without. You eannot begin to go tiil you have a new heart.

And now, when you are riding or waiking home, not knowing that you
will live to see another sabbath; when yon see the sun go dows to day,
not knowing &s you will live to see him risc ; as you lic down to sleep to
night, not knowing that you will ever open your eyes again in this
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world,~will you not reniember what T have now 1ld you, and gu Lefore
God and repent! Oh, if you will, there will be joy in heaven over
yoi. Amen.

REVIEW

Of a “ Dissertation on the Nature and Admdnistration of Baptism.
Part I. By the Rev. Wn. SoxmenrviLig, A. M., Horton,” Nova
Scotia. '

( Concluded from page 249.)

"I'o every system of truth or error there is one grand central point.
Mr. Sommerville’s defence of sprinkling for baptism, although he takes
several pusitions which he attempts to fortify, depends mainly upon wac
assertiod, to which reference is made inthe previous number, namely :
* Baptism is not an ordinance peculiar to New Testament times, It is
a divinely instituled rite of the former dispensation.” * If this can be
proved there appears a most satisfactory reason, why, when baptism is
spuhen of in the New Testament, there should be no special explanation
of us nature or the mode of its administration,’* &c. Ah! truly ut-
tered, “if this can be PrROVED :» if it can be proved that the Mosaic
aud Christian dispensations are the same—that tl:e conditions of disci-
pleshin to Christ are the same as to Moses—or that a member of the
cougregation in the wilderness, by virtue of that relationship, is enti-
tled to a seat in Christ’s house, the church of the living Gud ; yes, if
tlus can be proved, then an appearance of plausibility might encircle the
above position. We do not, however, admit that even then it would be
possible——without a special revelation~to belicve that the washing,
sprinkling, pouring, &ec. of the former dispensation, could all be fuse
to one ordinance, and thatii uriably expressed by ore word—baptism!

Indeed this assumption lies at the fuundatiun, not only of sprinkling and
pouring for baptism, but also of the church membership of infants. Mr. S.
and his numerous brotherhuod of Pxdobaptists, depend on the esta-
blishment of the identity of Old and New Testament covenants for the
whole of their theory more than on any other position. It is the central
puint of the system ; the corner stone of the entire superstructure, We
will, therefore, give it a passing notice. And is it possiblethat we must
~after all that is said in the christian scriptures in relation to the dis-
pensation from *¢ Mount Sinai which gendereth to bondage,” in contrast
with * Jerusalem that is above, which is free, which is the mother of
us all ; and indecd the grand design of a greater part of Paul’s epistles
—which is to shew that we are not under Moses but under Christ; we
say, must we now attempt to disprove the assumption that the dis-
pensations from Mount Sinai and Mount Zion are identical!!

Yes, lovers of the Law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus, must give
their attentjon to this position, for on it the udvocates of infant rantism
build ; if they are right, then have we been greatly mistaken when we
have tanght that under the new covenant—1be christian dispensation—ail
have God's law engraven on their hearts—* all know the Lord from the
Jeast to the greatest.” If Mr. S%. assumption can be sustained by the

¥ Page 10.
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living oracles, os by the nracles of renson, instead of the cuvenant given
ut Sinat becoming old and ready to vanish away neariwo thousand yean
ago, 1L 1S now 1 Tall force, and to it we are 1o go to learn how to obey
Jesus Chnst! 1f the law of Moses and the law of'hberry are identical, then
have we yet to learn the meaning of that mighty voice that the uuled
John heard on Patmos: ¢ { am Afpha and Omega, the beg,mmnrr and
the end, the first and the last.” We have yet10 learn the design of the
transﬁﬂurauon, and especally of that voice which was heard onthe holy
mount : ** This is my be -ed Son, hear ve him :” as though he had saud,
you have heretofore heard Moses and Elijah, yo) noy see them with
your master; they have come to lay their honors at his feet; they are your
teachers now no longer; this is my Son, kear him ! These portions and
many more must have a different inierpretation. The honor of makiug
laws for the congregation must now be divided between Moses and Chnst
—at {east we must first hear him before we can understand Christ—and
the apostle James was muveh mistaken when he said * thereis one law-
gverl!”?

Butnot to deal in exclamations and generalities altogether, we will
come to a few facts. ‘Though, who can forbear exclamations when they
hear * teachers 11 Israel' as-erting the identity of the Law and the Gos-
pe!; that the ordinances of Christ’s hody (the church) originated, and
their meaning, form and design, are to be learned fiom Moses and not
from the ambassadors of Jesus Christ!

1. When Moses was delivering his most interesting va!edlciory to the
cougregation of the children of Israel, he said, The Lord thy God will
raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee ; of thy brethren like
unto me ; unto him ye shall hearken.”” Deut. xviii. 15. BothPeter and
Stephen quote this, ard apply it to the Messiah. From it we learn that
Moses was to remain a lawgiver only until the great Prophet should
come. Thelaw was our <choolmaster antil Christ came; we are now
the children of God by faith in Christ Jesns; for as many as have been
baptized into Christ have put kim on. If we are Christ’s we are Abra-
ham’s seed, and he'rs according to the promise. And none are Christ’s
but those who believe and ohey him ; for ¢ if any man have notthe spint
of Christ he 1s none of bhis.”  Rem vin. 8. These facts cught forever
10 settle the questton of the identity of 1the two dispensations, were
there no other considerations. Put the confrasts are so many and so
obvious, that 1t is surprising that teachers of christianity can possibly
averlook them; one 1s called “ letter,” and the other *spirit;” one the
“ ministration of death, of condemmnation,” the other the ‘¢ ministration
of righteousness, of the spiit.”” Moses was * veiled,” but in the
Gospel we behold the unvetled glory of Messiah’s countenance. The
law of Moses was carnal, earthly ; 11s precepts and promises, forms and
ceremonies, related to this life, they * sanctified to the purification of
the flesh,” they “ could not take away sin * but the gospel of Jesus,
the blood of the slain Lamb purified the conscience, gave the pledge of
a perfect remission, and its blessings extend through the endless suc-
cession of eternal ages.

2. No man, however great and good. nnder Moses, came under Jesus
Chnst—entered his church—without being created anew. Chnst's
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buly—the church—is a new creation. Simeon and Anna, as well as
Nicodemus, * must be born again” 1o enter lus hingdom. Indeed the
Saviour himself entered uot upon his ministry uoul he * fulfilled all
lighteousness™ by receiving baptism at the hands of John the Harbinger.
Not until then ishe publicly acknowledged by a voice from heaven ; ot
unul then is he filled with the spirit withoul measure. And yet accord-
g to Mr. S. baptism is a “divinely institoted rite of the former dis-
pensation.” W ith him the sprinkiings, &c. of the law of Moses were the
first institatiens of baptism! The Suviour was circumcised on the Sth
day, and dedicated on the 40th, and had auended to all the * divers bap-
usws” of the law of Moses—huving for thirty years obeyed it in letier
and spirit—and yet, he had not 1eceived baptism in the New Testa.
ment sense of that term.  Nicodemus,a teacher in Israel, un honurable
councillor, an august member of the great Sanhedrim, and a most accep-
lable member of the “ church®™ of Moses, is emphatically taught that he
must be born again, horn of water and spirit, or he cannot enter the king-
dom of God: He tco had been circumcised, he had received the
“ divers baptisms™ of Moses, what Mr. S. calls the “ Jivinely instituted
rie,” and yet acccrding to his own admission, the Saviour commanded
him 10 be bapuized, or at least taught its necessity > Most singular, cer-
tainly, two institutions entical, and yet the members of one no more
part nor lot in the other than the Gentile who knew nothing of any of
these meats, drinks, divers washings, &c.! ‘This is the great radical mis.
cunception of Pedobaptists. This identity of the dispensatiuns is the
rock on which they lose sight of the spirituality of the christian kingdom.
«In Judaism rights to ordinances were hereditary ; in christianity they
are personal. It is now, therefore, faith and not flesh ; then it was flesh
and not faith. When will Pedobaptists learn this lesson, that christi-
anity is a personal affair ! ‘Those called sors of God are all born again,
The sons of Abraham were born of the flesh, and tl:erefore, only once
born.  Christians are born of the spint after they are born of the flesh.
\Will Pedobaptists never pay attentior to such declarations as these ;
“To as many as (and to no more than) received him he gave the privi-
lcge of becoming the sous of God; to them ihat believe on his name, who
were barn'not of blood, ner of the will of the flesh, nor of the wiil of man,
but of God.” No one can imagine two soCieties founded on more oppu-
site principles than faith and flesh, or spirit and flesh. Now when we
look on two societies, pure and unmixed, built on the two principles, we
shall sce a very different result. In one ‘all know the Lord from the
least to the greatest ;' all have God’s law written in their hearts ; all en-
joy his favor and protection; all rejoice in hope of the favor of (God.
In the other, it is a kingdom like Spain, Portugal, Iialy, France—every
thing that liveth and moveth upon the face of the earth.” The reader
must pardon this digression. We wish, while on what is called the
“ mode™ of baptism, also to show the absurdity of making infants mem-
bers ot the congregation of the Lord.

But it will be natural for the reader to ask, ** what proof does Mr.
S. bring to show that baptism is ‘a divinely instituted rite of the former
dispensation:*" To which we answer : after repeatedly reading and
carefully examining his pamphlet we can find but onc testimony on

ca———
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which he cosfidently relies; but this, he considers, most counclusive.
It is true he quutes 1 Cor. x. 1, 2—*bapuzed mto Moses 1o the cloud
and in the sca ;> and the ductrine of baptism asone ““of the prihciplesof
the doctrine of Christ:” but in referegce to these allusions he thinks o
possible that as * the light in men is sometimes darkness, and {that]
some are * ever learning and never able to coine 10 a knowledge of the
trwh ;' " that it is pussible that these testimonies may be evaded; “ but,”
he says, ¢ the {olluwing passage admits of no evasive explanation.  The
inan who asserts that baplism 1s exclusively an orainance of the last
days, does so in opposition to a very plain scriptural proposttion, and
contradicls the testimony of the Holy Ghost. * Which stood only m
meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordwances, ymposed
on them unti! the time of reformator.’ The ¢ divers washines,’ as we
read, are divers Baprisns.”* ‘Tlus is the record—this the positive tes.
mouy that baptism belonged to a ** furmer dispensation.”” He who says
“this is not proof—if he dues not commut the unpardonable sim—according
1o Mr. 8. **he contradiuts ihe testnnony of the Holy Ghost!?”  Such
a sentence having been pronounced, it behoves us to hsten and examme
with all seriousness. Let us then approach this witness, and ascertain
the full amount of Lis testunouy. The reader had better open Ins Bible
at Heb. 9th cliapter, and read from the first verse. He will find that
the Apostle is on the adunbiative character of the former dispensation.
‘The tabernacle, its holy and most holy place, its furniture, its outer-
court, and its worship were figuraiive of something more glorious than
was then enjoyed. Of the tabernacle, &c. Paul says, * Which was a
figure for the time then present, 1 winch were oftered both gifis and
sacrifices, that could make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining
10 the conscience” (now comes w the testimony to prove that christian
baptism * s a rite of a former dispensauon ) * Which stood only m
ieats and drinks, and divers waslings [baptisms], and carnal orduances,
imposed on them unt] the time of reformanon.”  Heb. ix. 9, 10.

That any man of Mr. 8%. talents, education, and keen perception,
should quote this passage to prove the perpetuity of the *“ divers wash-
ings™ of Moses under the christian dispensation 1s most surprising.  1T'he
whole drift of the Aposile’s reasoning 1 this and the totlowing chapter,
and indeed in the entire epistle, is to show that the Mosaie dispensation,
its lawgiver, priesthood, covenant, sacrifices, rest and promises have
passed away, and have given place to a more glorious state ot things,
called, in the verse under consideration, e * the ume of reformaton.”
Whatever then the * divers baptisms of Moses were, the verse expressly
states that they were * imposed an them [only] UNTIL THE TIME OF RE-
ForMATION.” But Mr. 8. says that it is a ** passuge ihat admits of Bo
evasive explanation,” in preof that baptsm s a rite of a former dis-
pensation, and perpetuated during the tnne of reformation, indeed till
Chnist shall come again !

Is it possible for us to learn when the ** time of reformation” began ¢
I so, we can tell when the ** divers daptisms™ and * carnal ordinances”
ceased. Paul informs us in the very next verse, by placing the gospel
dispensation in contrast with the Mosaic—hear him . ** But Chnist being

* Page 12
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come an high piiest of good things w0 come, by a greater and moie per-
fect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to suy not of tlis building §
neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood Lie entered
in once 1nto the holy place, having obtained eternul redemption.”  The
“nme of reformation,” then, with Paal was when Jesus enterea nto the
true holy place, heaven wself. Then ¢ divers unmersivus™ and carnal
ordinances, whirk had existed on the authority of Moses,ceased 5 then He
sealed the commussion of lis apostics, and authorized thern to command
all penitent believers to be hapuized in his name for remission of sius.
If this verse. on which Mr. 8. soconfidently relies 1o establish his main
proposition, is not fatal to tre identity of the *¢ washings™ under the law
aad the baptism of the gospel,then have we failed entirely in seeking, for
what he does mean. Had he nitroduced the various occurrences of the
words, in the Old Testament, wash, pour, and sprinkle, to pruve them
wentical with similar words in the New, we should not have been so much
surprised, though in that we think he would also have failed ; but te attempt
to prove that christ:an bgptism is an ordinance of the law of Moses by a
passage that saysthe * divers washings® were  imposed until” the great
high priest entered upon the duties of his office is most unaccountable ;
especially when he so *¢ charitably” chaiges all who might question the
correctness of his proposition, with connadicting * the testimony of the
Holy Ghost 11

Will the reader bear with us while we call his attention to this passage
as translated by Mr. $'s. good Presbyterian brother, Dr. Macknight, for
some time prelocutor of the chuach of Scvand ? s comment and
paraphrase are 3 ¢ With nothing but meais and drinks, and divers im-
mer sions, and ordinances respecting the purifying of the body, imposerd
only until the time of the reformaiion of the worship of God by Christ,
who wasto abolish the Levitcul services, and to introduce a worship iwx
spint and 1o truth, which may be performed in every place.”” Ow
* ordinances concerning the flesh™ his note is = * [uerully righieousness
of the flesh ; things which make the flesh, nat the spirit, righteous.”
Here we see that Macknight not ouly understands the observances of the
law to be merely temporary, but also translates baprismois, immersions 3
thus on two pownts testifying aganst Mr. S’s. conelusions.®

*How ieit that Dr M and the Rev Wm, Sommerville both took somethmg like
2 most solewn eath that thev wounld take the confession of the Westmumdter Divintes
as their rule of faith and piactice, nud yet rame to conclusions s0 different  Mr. 8,
says 1 reference to his obligation [page 377, *“it mnwuisters no lLittle satsfaction
that the examination fully justfics the descrijtion of the ordinance furnishied by the
Westminster Divines, and the propriety of the SOLEMN PROFESSION OF ADHERENCEK,
made many years since, 10 tlus article, 1n the works compiled by them, as being
founded upon and agreeable to the word of God!” And yet, notwithstanding the
“satisfacuon” that Mr 8. felt that he and the ¢ Divines” case lo the snwe conclu-
son an the propriety of **sprinkhing” or “ pouring” of water on the face for bap-
tism; he does not inform the reader how he <atisfies his conscience afler his ¢ so-
lemn profession of adherence’ to thewr views as being * agreeable to the word of
God.” when he most po:ntedly contradicts that declaration in the confession—* Bap-
tert s sierament of the New Testament. ordained by Jesns Chnist,” &e.! The
“Invines” also tanght that immersion 1s a seiiptaral “ mode” of bapuisin, and yet
My 3., notwithstanding lug * solemn profession of adherence’ to what they taughi.
2,5 op the <ame page [ 7] © total insmersien, =o far from represeating the purification
aud <afety of persons, is asyurvol of iretwedisble destructon, aud direetly opposed to
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The baptisms referred to by Paul, were legal purifications-—the
cleansing the flesh—hence called carnal ordinances. Christian baptism
18 always i the scripture in the singular, not divers or many. Christian
baptista is performed but once, but the washings, ablutions, and immer-
sions undgr the law were often performed by the same person ; wher de-
filed he was sprinkled with the water of purification, and then he waskhed
or bached himself. "The dipping of hyssop, the bird, the finger, the
wood, were * divers baptisms,” and these were to * purify the flesh.”
Paul does not admit that any other benefit was derived from these ub-
servances; and what says the Apostle Peter in reference to baptisn.?
« Ji is not the putling away of the filth of the flesh™ We are expressly
:aught that, what Mr. S. cally the primitive institution of baptism, was
to cleanse the flesh; it was 10 remove legal defilement, but Peter says
christian bapusm was not for this purpose, but the ¢ seeking of a good
cunscience by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”  And that baptism is {or
the enjoyment of spiritual blessings Mr. S. not only barely admits, but
most conclusively proves! If Mr. 8. can square his views of baptism as
a divinely wstituted ordinance of a previous dispensation, when all tle
ordinances were for the purification of the flesh, while baptism has no
such object or design, he can do more than we cah now conceive pos-
sible.  We give him credit for talent and tact, but if he 15 not in the
musts of Judaism, und not under Moses, we know not whe is! An old
lady once requested a preacher, one that Mr. S. would call an Anna.
bapust, to baptize her. She suid I once believed thut baptism came
in the room of circumecision, and I was baptized into Moses. 1 now
wish to be baptized nto Jesus Christ!” 1t 1s 10 be feared that there are
many like herin the first part of her religious experience 5 would to heaven
there were more hike her in a believing submission to the Lord Messiah.

1. Water sprinkled or poured * expressive of ablessing”—+ Leing im.
mersed in water.is expressive of a ruinous calamity I As intimated in
a former part of this review, this witn Mr. 8. 1s a favorite view. He dwells
upon it as though 1t were a discovery of his own. He holds it up on
every suntuble occaston as a parent dues a darling child, one on which
he desires the public should gaze. We will look at this thought in its
matured strength. We will see whether sprinkling and pouring for bap-
tism can zain support from the use of water, or the means of using#t
previous to the christan cconomy. DBut we will first hear Mr. S. ex-
plaws himself, that there may be no mistake. * 1 submit that the prac-
tice of total immersion, in Jew, or christian, is superstitious ; that the
addition of more water to that which is required and sufficient for sprink-
ling, that the whole may be covered, is of the same character with the
addition of one immersion to another, and another stili, or of oil and
salt to the captismal water, and is adapied to pervert the ideas of chris-
tians, with reference to an external ordinance, and to leave false and
unscriptural impressions, as it proceeds from perverted ideas and false
punciples., The Greek christian is as fully entitled to three dips, and
the Papists to a little salt and oil, asthe Annabapiist to more water
the spirit of the divine institutions *1”  Dr. Mackmght on the other hand invariably

represents baptism as an immersion; but the Dr. 18 always istent with himsell:f
not with the ** Confession.” and therefore he is with us a favornte.
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than 13 necessary for aspersion, for purification. Gaod discovers a soli-
ciude that nothing, to be purified, be subjected to a process from which
itis pot naturally fitted to come fuiih unimjured.  Nothing may be c¢x-
posed to an ordeal which 1s caleulated to destroy i, *'Lhe gold, and
the silver, the brass, the 1ron, the tin, and the lead, every thing that may
abide the fire, ye shall mal.e go through the fire, and 1t shall be clean ;
and all that abideth not thie five, ye shall make go through the water.
Here is the evidence, and the exemplification of the principle, a princi-
ple strictly adhered to in every part of the Mosaic ritual, a principle dia~
metrically opposed to the supposition that washing necessarily implies
mmersion, and utterly subversive of the practice of immersion for the
purification of persons.* Total immersion at once points to the destrue-
uon of persons, and is an apt emblem of destruction, not of safety, * * #
The whole tenor of scripture phrascology, respecung the ends ful-
filled by coming m contact with water, agrees wuh the principle stated
above. and apphed to the solution of the question between immersion In
water, and sprinkhng and pourng waterin legal washings and baptisms
of the former or latter dispensations. In every case in which water 1s
described as coming upon, from alove, poured upsn, or sprinkled, 1t 1s
expressive of a blecsing ; and, iuvanubly. being immer-edin water is ex-
pressive of a ruinous calamity to every thing destruetible by immersion,
and from which. as Leing destruciine to persons. the child of God would
humbly pray to be delivered. Being covered with water, is never re-
presented as a privilege, but a calamitu ; never a blessing but a curse.” +
Mr. 8. then goes into an induction of vaious jlaces in the scriptme
where sprinkling, pouring, falling of water, &ec. are used to denote
blessings, and atso of the places where tnmersion or being covered with
water are emblematic of judgments, afll.etions, &e. And then diaws
the following * charitab'e® conclusion ¢ It would not be an exercise of’
little ingenuity to furnish even n plausidle argument aganst the coneln.
sion, drawn from this principle, that immersiwon is alien from both the
molive and the object of the baptismal ordinance. *Nothing but an im-
pious ingenuity will attempt ir, having the testimonv of two inspired
writers to the existence of a confrast between baptism and immersion.”
Hear the *lesumonies” and the *contrasts” uss summed up by our
author : * The Israelites were baptized but nof immersed. 2. 'lhe
Egyptians were immersed but not luptized. 3. The lsraeliles were
saved, and the Egyptians perished.” Agans * 1. 'The old world was
overflowed and perished. 2. Noahand lus family were saved Ly water
but not overflowed. 3. Salvation by baptism is a figure, and the salva-
tion of the eight members of Noah’s family is a figure. 4. These are
like figures.”  He then says *Let it be kept in mind that the preceding
quotations from the inspired writers Peter and Paul, have not been intro-
duced for the purpose of ascertuining the propriety of any given form of
baptism, but simply to shew that immersion cannot be the form, in which
itis. in any case to be administered to persons.”

* It 1o sorewhat surprising that Mr. 8 did not explain to the reader how unclean
things could pass, or * go through the water,” without an immersion, a totad immer-
tion of the part defiled '*

! Pages 32 and 33
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% The result of the preceding investigations may hebriefly summed up
in the following particulacs: that the natare oc.form of any ordinance,
aud of course of bapiism, canuot be learaed from the name pppropristed
to it; that baptism is an ordinance of the Old ‘Testament dispensation
and what is necessary 1o be known of its nalures intention, and mode of
administration, must be Jearaed from that portion of the Living Otacles;
that, as to its nature, haptism isan ordinanee of purifieation; that the end
of baptism is access 10 God in union to a Mediator; that the mode of
purification or baptism, in all cases agreeing with the case and condi.
tiong of New Testament, baptism was by sprinkling or washing ; that
there is not one case in which, among all the varied and multiplied. ritey
prescribed of old, any man iscommanded elther to. immerss himself or
to be immersed ; that washing does oot imply mare-than the spnuokling
or scattering of water upan the person; that tojal immersion, 8o far
from representing the purification ta safaty of persons, is g symbol of
iwremediable desiruction, and directly opposed ta. the spirit of the diving
institutions j and that the allysions.to baptism in the New Testamunt,are,
in no instance, at variance with these positions, and in several.instances
forcibly. sustain them.”'® . 3

The reader, now, has before him Mr. 8’s. arguments and proefs infull
Jor sprinkling &c., and against immersion. He bas in, aur author’s.own
words, his arguments in their entire strength in favpr of his durling hy-
pothesis.  We will, therefore, proceed to their exaxaination. * To the
lawand to the testimony.”  Let them be weighed in the balapce; andaf
Tekel does notstand out in legible charactars, then have we studied the
Scriptares to no purpose. 1. And first the sprinkling and pouring of
% clean water,” in Mr. 8’s sense of these terme, was never an ordinance
of God under any dispensation. This may ba considered a symmary
way to dispose of an argument, which is the burthen of a pamphlet so
well digested as that before us; but we ave confident of its.truthl Mn
S. is a plain, nervous writer, He can compel an opponent, not, gnly to
understand but feel hisarguments, whether they be true. or pot.  His als
lusions, then, to the * salt” and** o1** of the Papist in connexion withthe
practice of the * Annabaptist” immersing in the *troubled sea,” whose
“ waters™ afready impregnated with salt, * cast up mire and. ditt¥~—ina
pond of standing water, orin a baptistty, whose waters must akways be
* polluted.to the second person plunged,”t show most eonclusively thatby
s ¢lean water”-—the water that was sprinkled on the undlenn,.in.order to
purification, he means pure water in the cormmon aceeplation of the term,
that is, water free of mud orothen foreign ingredients!  Butunderthe law
no.such water was.ysed for sprinkling or pouring; and Mr, S.opght to
have kaownit. Butthis he faust bave lest sight of, orhe would nophate
based ‘his whole system on n. fallacy, on tha sand] © Clean water” in
the Old Testament sense of the texm was alwgys impregnated with ashes
or blood. It wascalled elean watar, heganse.used to make.glean; but
those on whom it was sprinkled-werg-not yet cleas, they aflerwards
washed their clothes and hathed their. flesh before entering the congrega-
tion of the Liord. Advocates of sprinkling for baptism, so often use cer-
tain phrasés found in the Old Testament withont giving them their

* Page 35, 37. t'Page 24, 25.
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proper meaning it may be necessary for us to be a hittle more particular,
“] will sprikle clean~ .erupon you"—* [ wiil pour water upon the
thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground™ &e., are expressions of common

ucurwncc m the speeches and “books of those who nflvocme sprinkling
and pounng for baptism., Under the law of Moses sprnkling of bluod was
snevery day ocenrrence 3 blood was sprinkled whenever a qqulﬁce was
otlered ; but this could be doae only when the bleod was warm. The
law, hencc, needed another type of the Messiah.  He was not, as Ro-
manists teach us, to be offerec every day, and always to be on the altar :
Moses was, therefore, taught 1o select a * red heifer without spot or
blemush, upon which never came a yoke” (Num. mix, 2)—t0 take her
“ without the camp,” and slay and burn her entire « her ashes were to be
preserved, for future use, 1a a ** clean place.” The clean water then
was to be * runmng water,”’ ningled with these ashes | All the sprink-
lings for punfication were of this water, Paul refers to this in Heb. ix,
13, 14+ ¢ For 1f the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an
}lelf't,r, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of ihe flesh s
how much more shall thefblood of Christ, who through the [or an] eternal
Spinit offered himself to God. purge your conscience from dead works'to
serve the Iiving God.”  The ushes of the heifer were in such a state that
they could be always kept, and had the virtue of the sacrifical blood ;
and the heifer having been ¢ without spot,” they were a fit emblem or
shadow of the continual benefit of Chuist as the sin offering, always pos-
sessiig virtue (throuch the eternal Spirit) te purify our soufs.  As above
noted, the man wio became legally unclean must have this ¢ elean wa-
ter” or the © water of separation’® sprinkied upon him the third and then
the sevenih day 5 after which he must bathe his flesh—perform a total
:mmersion—before he was clean. Louo is the word invar:ably used io
express the last act.  Mr. 8. knows the Greeks had a word (nipto) for
washing hands, face, eyes, feet, or a part of the body ; another (pluno):
for Wﬂall.l]g clothes and the hke; and Dowo for a total washing. The
last s ulways used when washing 18 found 1n the company of baptism.
bpeuncmmns are not necessary for our readers geueiaily, as they have
had ev -ry passage in the Old and New Testament where these words
oceur, 12 gur formet volumes.

But t return. ¢ The passage in Ezckiel s always misapplied, except
when guoted in *hg true technical seuse of the law, which has given to 1t
its proper significatien.  ‘The history of the case 1n Ezekiel is this : the
Jews had prc.ﬁned the name of the Loxd, 2nd polluted themselves among
the heathen. The Lord said, not for their sake but for s own honer,
hie would bring them out and restore thcm to thewr own land, and as they
had, by comact wuth the heathen, polluted themselves, he, speaking n
their own national and appropriate sense of the phrase, said he would
cleanse them by sprinkiing clear water upon thern—a Jymbm of their
sancufication, externally : and also that he wonld put his Spirit within
thew ; a passage which has e more to do with, the sprikling of contmon
water for baptism, than any other cevemany of the law.  Is it possible
that any one €0 suppose that the ciran water here spoken of, orin the
epistle to the Hebrews, 1s water free fiom mad ™ Most astomishing that
anv one, who bad even once read the Uld and New Testament shouid

Vou. IV T
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come to such a conclusion! Thus Mr. S's. fine fabric of sprinkling for
chiristian bapiism, passes away like a dream when man awakes. It was
conceived amidst the mists and fugs of a dim mounlight dispensat.on,
and before tlie bright shining of the Sun of Righteousness it passes away
like the mists of morning. But let it be admitted that sprinkling and
pouring are iudicative of bléssings. May they not be of the sprinkiing
of the blood of the slain Lamb and the pouring forth of the Huly Spirit.
Much more consistent this conclusion than that the sprinklings &.. of
Moses should become a positive institution of the Christian economy,
but we dare not draw conclusious in reference to the present and future
weal or woe of the Liuman family from types and sy mbols alone, when
we have the ** more sure word of prophecy.” The condemnation of the
Papist comes with a bad grace frum one who cannot trace infant sprinh-
ling tu a higher source than the darkest huur of Roinanism. The pri-
miuve Geneva refurmers-——we presume~as a whole, never had any other
baptism than that which they Jbtained from the Pope’s ministers, per-
founed with their salt, oil and spittle ! And if10 prepare * clean water”
fgr baptism under a dispensation where Mr. 8. says the ordinance origi-
nated, they mingled ashes or bluod—wly notalluw the Papist to use with
his holy water, salt, il, or what not, without censure ?

2. But more surprising it is, that Mr. S. should so fully and emphati
cally repudiale immersiun entirely, because plungiug, overwhelming,
dipping &c., are indicative or §ymbolic of judgmeuts. Indeed he has
not stopped at the symbolic, but has two grand proofs—ihe flood, and
the destruction of Pharoah and his army, are literal facls. These cer-
tainly were severe, momentous judgments uponthe eacmies of God,
bul must we hence conclude that these iminersions did not resalt in great
guod to God's believing people? What would Mr. 8. say to a Sucinian
who should reason iu this manner relative to the great sin offering—ihe
Lord Jesus Christ? and indeed in refereuce to much of the phraseology
of the Christian scriptures. Christ was crucified, died, and was buried,
was made a curse for us. Christians, in the Apostles’ times, were said
tobe ‘“fouls™ * dead,” * crucified,” * buried,” &ec. All these desig-
nations are expressive of degradat.on, shame, and suffering ; but who
eujoys spiritual blessings without hnuwing their ituport! Mr. S. would
call any one an unbeliever who would object to such terms, because they
ate not expressive of blessings. Baptism, as admitied by our authcr, s
for remission of sins . the “end” of it, says he, ‘“is access to God in
union to a Mediator.”™ Indeed, many of his remarks on the design of
the institution are 50 good that we cannot forbear giving a specimen.
Hear him * Ignorance of the nature of baplism, and its place i the eco-
nomy of divine grace, as an ordivance of divine appriatnent, produces
the hesitancy that too often appearsto introduce it to notice, in addressing
inquirers after the way to Zion, and in shew'ng forth to professors the
design and application of the work of Christ.  Belief, repentance, are
often viewed as superseding the necessity of an ordinance 1o which they
are adapted to lead . men are recognized as members of Christ, whoare
unbaptized—hoid it to be superfluous, at most a ceremony of decent
respect fur its author, or refuse to submit to it, and in Christ, who have
never been united to his body, the Church."*

Page 23.
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One grand object of the ordinances of the Gospel is to keep distinetly
before saint and sinner the great facts, conmands and pronuses of the
Gospel. T'he great work of the Messiah was not all wndicauive of pro-
mised blessmus, why thea should his ordinances be symbolic of bles-
sigs?  Ought we not to be as often remnded of the overwhelmng
suffurings and afthetiens of our Redeemer, as of the blessings that his
* passivn’” and death have procered for us! Indeed the Savieur dis-
tnctly alludes to bus cup of sorrow, in conuexion with his last baptism ¢
lie was imnmaersed, overwhelmed with suffering, snd he used the same
term when speaking of it that he did when commmanding his disciples to
baptize into the name of Fathier, Son, and Holy Spirt. The act of
baptism, then, 18 to present to the eye the facts—ihe docirine of the
Gospel « Christ died for our sins—was buried—arose aguin.  Those who
believed this proclamation, and became members of his body, the
church. were subsequently addressed as * having obeyed that form of
doctrine™ that was delivered them. Neither sprinkhing, pounng, washing,
nor any application of water lo the person, can be a fit emblem of this
doctrine,  But the believer, dead to sin——who gives himself up to God’s
people, to bury him, to raisc him up—obeys the ** form” of doctrine ;
and on the authority of Paul we assert 1 then ** made free fromn sin.”

That immersion 1s a symbol of suffering, is therefore rather a proof
than an ebjection to it as the meaning of the word baptizo, and the only
action worthy the name baptism, It is true that Mr. S. {writing against
Baptists, who do not believe 1n baptism fo. remusssion), can take quile a
formdable stand here ; for itis certainly most incongruous to bury God’s
children—1o overwhelm those who have been born into the kingdom of
(God’s dear Son; but 1o take the sinner with his heart fixed on God, and
hury him for a time, to represent the ** putting off’ the ovld man”—the
* body of the sins of the flesk”’—Dby the death aud resurrection of Jesus
Christ, is consonant with our ideas of propriety. In unmersion, there-
fore, we have a full exlubit of the great facts of the gospel, on wlich we
build our hopes of heaven. Mr. 5. arguments on this puint may per-
plex thre Bipusts, for whom his pamphlet wus desigued ; but tu those
who uuderstand and practise the Apostolic Gospel, it presenis no real
difficulty. His effort, though ingenious, and as geod as could be puttorth
i defence of a cause so hard to sustain, ought not for a moment to have
thrown a doubt upon the ruud of a well instructed disciple of Jesus Christ,

3. His allusions to the flood and o the baptisin in the Red Sea may
require, in the estimation of some readeis, a little further noliee.  The
flood was truly an immersion to the sinuers that then lived. Mr. 8's.
good Presbyterian brother, Mackmyght, admuts, nay argues bat i was
ulsoto Noah and his family an unmersion : it could however be only a
figurative one, His language, in part, i1s ** As the water of the Jeluge
destroyed the wicked antedeluvians, but preserved Nozh by bearing up
the ark in which he was shut up tll the waters were assuaged, and he
went out of it to live again on the earth, so bapusm may be said to de-
stroy the wicked, and to save the righicous, as it prefigures both tlese
events : the death of the sinner it prefigures by bury.ng of the baplized
n the water; and the salvation of the righteous. hy raising the baptized
person vut of the water to Tive a new hfe. These things considered,



216 ) THE CHRISTIAN.

may not our Lord's words to Nicodemus, * Except 2 man be born agau
of water,' be an allusion to the history of the deluge, and a confismauon
of its typical meaning? For Noah's comiag furth from the water to live
again on the earth, after having been full pine monihs in the water,
might fitly be called lis being ¢ born of water.” consequently as baptism
is the antitype, or thing signified by the dcluge, a person's coming out
of the water of baptism have been called by our Lord his being * born
again of water.””  Wae have already said that the use of the term baptism
in reference to the salvation of Noah, could only be figurative, fur
he was not literally immersed in the water, neither (while shat up in the
ark) was he poured or sprinkled. We therefore coincide with Mac-
knight’s note on 1 Peter i, 21, as awhole. The flood immersed a ¢ sin
cursed earth™—it washed away its wicked inhabiwants . they had sprink-
ling and pouring to perfection, until at last they were overwhelmed .
they had water alone, and were destroyed. Water without fuith will
not do. Noah had the ark, faith in God, and the water. The water
soon proved a line of demuarcation between Nuah's family and the corrupt
antedeluvians. They at last came out of the ark upon a new earth,
and formed a new congregation of the Lord without asingle infant; and
thus the human family began again, as they did in Eden, without oue
unbeliever or unconscious babé !

In reference to the baptism of the Israelites * into Moses in the cloud
and in the sea,” we need take but a passing notice. Our previous re-
marks in relation to Noah's family, and indeed on the whule premises,
have already suggested to the reader the proper view of this subject.
‘I'he word baptism in 1 Cor. x. 2, cannot have a literal meaning, what-
ever definition may be attached to the word ; fur the Israelites had nei-
ther the waler poured or sprinkled on them. The word of the Lord
expressly says, they * wenton dry land in the midst of 1h.2 sea.”” Ex. xv.
19; Heb. xi. 20; Ex. xiv. 22. 29. this they cuuld not have done if the
clouds were dropping rain, or if the wind was blowing the spray upon
them from the sea. But the apostle says they were all baptized in the
cloud and in the sea. Neither the cloud nor the sea alone, but in the
cloud and in the sea. The cloud first before them, then over their heads,
and behind them, and the ses on either hand—for a time completely
buried them. Their immersion was complete, not in water, but in the
cloud and sea. Their temporary immersion was to them a great bles-
sing ; for they were hid from their enemies, and finally emerging from
the sea, they left their enemies where every obedient believer leaves his
—in the water that forms the boundary betwecn the land of bondage and
the high road that leads to the Canaan of God. The clildren of Israel
had God and their mediator Moses, and faith and immersion, and they
experienced'a great salvation. Al their enemies that opposed them sank
like lead beneath the mighty waters ; and like the believing obedient
Ethiopiaa officer, in Gospel story, they ** went on their way rejoicing.”
But the Egyptians had water alone, without God and wihoat faith, and
immersion was to them a curse—it proved their ruin. Let those who
have - nothing but water take warning.

Toconclude. We did intend noticing a few other puints, but they do
not affect the main questions which we have considered, namely—

-
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1. Mi. S has asserted that none of the attendant circumstances of
hipusin i the New Testament, give any explanation of the mode. We
have shewn that the prepositions used 1n coustrurtion compel a traonslator
to render baptize by immersion or an equivalent term, and forbid in any
instance the use of pour orsprinkle ; that the use of the terms * buried,”
“planted,” * rised up,” &e.; the places where bapusm was performed
—* m Jordan,” where there was © much water ;" their going ** down into
the water,” aud * coming up from it,” &c., are expressions too obviously
1 favor of nnmersion to be musunderstoud by thuse who coufine their
mvestigations to the Woid of God ; and that the expression * born of
water” can never Le understuod on the by pothesis, that baptize means to
sprinkle or to pour water on the subject.

2. Mr. 8. hus asserted that bapusin is an ordinance of the previous
economy. Qur argutuents on this and the following heads need not be
repeated, as they are beture the reader 1n the present number.

3 That the * civers baptisms™ of Moses could nct be identical with
chrishan baptism, inasmuch as they were to conunue ouly til the * ume
uof reformation™—that is, the establishment of the christian dispensation.

4. We have proved that sprinkling and pouring common water was
not an ordinance of God under the previous dispensation, and therefore
could not possibly be the origin of a christian ordinance.

5. That Mr., 8’s. objections to immersion on the ground that it was
symbolic of judgments from God, were of no avail, since immersion was
for remission of sin ; and we should have in the ordinance ancexpression
of God’s displeasure to sin, as well as the justification of a suner by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

6. And we have 1 our many digressions alluded to various other
points 1n his pamphlet. We have endeavored to treat Mr. S. respect-
fully. We have opposed his principles only. We respect his talents,
and admure lus bolduess 1n asserung his views openiy and fully, and op-
posing what he beiieves to be no baptism at all. 1f we have passed
over or misstated any principal argument, we shull be most happy to
insert a correction.  And finally, we have reviewed wis pamphlet, not so
much because in our judgment the cause of truth demanded it, but be.
cause others expected usto say something on the subject, und we were
willing to graufy them. The task was one that ought to have been per
formed by the literati of Acadia College, Horion, N. 8., the *“ Ana.
baptists’ as Mr. S. contemptuously calls them. We have waited two
years since we first saw it, and have at last written a review in great
hasre.  All which we submut to our readers, with more confidence in the
truth we advocate than in our ability to sustain 1t.  May the Lord bless
all who love and fear and obey him. W. W. E.

CULTIVATION OF THE MIND.

Currivate the power tu fix the mind on any subject you please.

Fix in the mind the elemeniary principles of all that pertams to bfe,
such as the principles of science, of business, of politics, of govermment,
taws, and religion.

Obtain the powcr of using language, and defining what you mean by
such terms as are in common use when we speak or think.
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Fill the mind with the materials of thought; such as the facts which
we read, observe, and hear. '

‘Teach the mind where to go for information ; that is, from whut source
to draw,

Teach the mind how to take up a subject, investigate it, and draw con-
clusions on which you may rely.

Cultivate the judgment us to what facts are worth preserving, and
ahat are applicable in proving or illustrating a particular subjest.

Cultivate the memory, so that the matenals which you gather may not
be dissemipated and lost as fast as gathered,

You will think, perhaps, that I have laid out the work of a life here,
and so ] have intended to do; but if you will read these objects over
again, I believe you will say that noone of these can be omitted in culti-
vating the mind in a proper manner. You will not, of course, have all
these objects specially before the mind whenever you exercise it; but
they are to be the points to which you are to bring the mund in all its
wanderings, and in a cultivated mind these seveial points will ungonsai-
ously receive attention.

Perhaps this is not the place, but it cannpt be great'y out of placae, to
say that, in my estimati- u, all this only looks to a far highey and nobler
object—which is to pr pare that mind to be the receptacle of light and
knowledge, the image of God, and the unseen glories of an eternal state.
In all contemplations of the mind, I look upon it as an immortal exist.
ence, and that it is for that state of immortality, it is now to be discip-
lined and preppred.

Education does not mean going to school in your boyhood, or going
to college in your youth; but it means the power to take your mind and
make it an instrument of conveying knowledge and gopd impressions
upon other minds, as well as being itself made happy. ~To cultivate the
mind, then, does not mean to read much or little, to converse and to ob-
serve ; but to discipline it in all ways in your power.

You must not have narrow views on this subject, or else I lose my la-
bor. I do not expect that every one will discipline his mind so that he
can observe and think as well as Franklin; but what then? Is thisa
reason why you should not do what youcan? Neither could Franklin
reason like Sir Isnac Newton, and bring the universe at his feet. What
then? Was this a reason why he should not do all that he could ?—
Todd’s Hints.

Not 4 Cory oF THE SCRIPTURES TO BE PROCURED IN RoaEe.—1I soon
ascertained the address of every bookselling establishment in Rome, and
commenced my lour of search. I visited in person every shop, and in
every shop was informed that they had nota copy of the Holy Scriptures
in the language of the people. 1 asked on every occasion why they did
not possess so important a book, and on every occasion they replied,
“ Non e permesso™ (it is not permitied), or * E prokibito®® (it is pro-
hibited.) The result was the fullest confirmation of the statement which
was made to me; for I could not obtain a portable copy in the establish-
ment of any bookseller in Rome.—H. Seymour’s Pilgrimage 1o
Rome.
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SUNRISE AT SEA.
A BEAUTIFUL DESCRIPTION~—BY ALEXAMDLR CAMPBELL

I po not recoliect that [ ever before so much admined the rising of the
sun as on the mormny of the 16th of August.  We had a very ngreeable
and delightful mght down the Souad, but were rather crowded 1 our
sleeping apartinents. 1 awoke with the morniog Star, and gowng up on
deck, from the brihant and mild appearance of the heavens | anucipa-
ted the glories of the sun nsing at sea ; and accordingly hasted to aweso
my companions to enjoy with me the nichest of nature’s feasts.

Soon as we were all seated on the upper deck at the stern, with our
faces to the East, while yet the Morning Star beamed in a cloudless sky,
we began each to designate the spot from which we expected the sun 1o
Lft upon us his efiulgent countenance.  As we gazed upon the pacific
and silvery bosom of the tranquil sea, which, as a splendid mirror, seemed
to reflect the glories of the heavens atresh upon us with every tremulous
swell which urged us to the desired haven, we saw a brightaess i the
Orsient which indhcated to us the near approach of the joyful moaarch of
the day. The crepscular ghmmerings gradually spread over all the
East, and as they swept 2 loftier arch towards the Empyrean they assu-
med the brightness of hguid brass; while deeply bedded n the far dis-
tant horizon, two pyriondial columuns began to rise as 1f the clouds from
the Adantic had suddenly formed themselves into pillars for the gates of
the morning, erecting a sublune porte for the cntrance of Nature’s lu-
mnary. Instantly the sovereign streaked with gold the inner side of
those two colossal pillurs, from between which he seemed resolved 10
enter upon the race of a summer day. Deeper and broader be luid on
the molten gold till these two columns capped with rubies stood gilded
from top to bottomn. The curtasns of mght, which seemed to encircle
this glorious arch, culmmated over the spot where the eyelids of the
mornmaog began to open; but before we could take the dimcnsionsof thus
new portico of day, the sun huuself in all the gorgeousness of his own
peerless glory, gently raised himself as it to peep over the silvery deep
from which he was about to emerge.  After a single glance, which daz-
zled on the back of every gentle curl on the surface around hin, he sud-
denly, at a single bound, stood upon the sea, and by another effort drew
after him from the briny deep a golden pedestal as if from a furnace of
hquid fire, on which he seemed for a moment to sit, while from his daz-
zling locks, floods of light and splendor beganto flow. His yellow hairs,
as 1f baptized mn a sea of glory, dropped hght and joy upon a world
starting into life, while the gradual expanding of his wings prociaimed
fum about to fly the circun of the universe. Bidding farewell 10 sea and
land, he began his flight in heaven; and as he onward and upward bent
his way, | was reminded of Jesse’s son, who, while a shepherd boy, used
to sing—** The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament
showeth s handy work. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night nnio
night showeth knowledge. No speech nor language is there where their
vorce is notheard. Their bae 1s gone out through all the earth, and theie
words to the end of the world. In them he bas set a iabernacle for the
sun, who asa bridegroom coming outof his chamber, 1¢)mceth as astrong
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man o run & race. His going forth is from the end of heaven and bis
circuit to the end of 1t, and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof.”

TO THE BAPTIST MINISTERS OF NEW BRUNSWICK AND
NOVA SCOTIA—No. 7.

GentLenLN——From some of your number, I have heard that inci.
dental remarks 1 my letters are questioned. I therefore conclude that
if the main features could be successfullv assailed by you, before the
public, there are, at least, some among you who would attempt a de-
fence of yovr distinguishing peculiarties.

Were it not for the influence on some minds, of a single doubt ex-
pressed, in reference to the least branch of an argument on the whole
question, ! should pursue the even tenor of my way without pausing to
answer any objections unnl I had filled up the outhne proposed by myself.
Minds there are that will contemplate a score of arguments against a
loved theory, and i favor of another eatirely sibversive of it, withom
the ability to utter a ratonal thought for or against ; but if a single defect
in the least of these arguments can be made apparent by another, the
entire series are thrown to the winds! All of you, conversant with hu-
man nature and the cavils of those who are more attached to a party
tuan to the truth, have doubtless often noticed this fact. Qbjection st
Several have intimated that my statements, in reference to communica-
tions prepared for the Baptist Magazine by the late Elder Crawford, of
Prince Edward Island, are not true. Now, admitting for a moment that
1 have made incorrect statements in relation to these manuscripts, does
that fact invalidate a single argument in faver of the positions advanced
by me? For what purpose were these documents named in connexion
with these letters? Wh, was Elder Crawford’s name associated with
this discussion ?  For a single purpose which ought to have been appa-
rent to all : namely, To prove that you, ar at least your Editors were
not tmpartial, that you were nof willing thet your people should read
and hear both sides of a question invalving your peculiarties : nay more;
that in various ways you have endcavored 1o prevent the people giving,
what we call the apostolic gospel,a hearing! Is thisso,ornot? Sofar
from denying it, | know the greater part of you justify the course that
has been pursued by your Editors in closing your columns and pages to
communications questioning the < doctrines” of the denomination. And
I have vet to learn where the Baptist mmisters have not used their influ-
ence to prevent ihe community in cvery eity, town, village and hamlet in
the country, hearing the ancient gospel when it has been first announced!
‘Yo make this apparent, I simply alluded to the manner in which Elder
Crawford’s communications had been disposed of.  And this is the point
which is disputed ; not that I wus wrong in the position that you were
not impartial wnquirers afier the truth; not that I was mistaken insaying
that you wished to prevent your people hearing both sides of questions
which you were bringing before them.  No, no, but that the Editors of
the Magazine did not abselulely, only conditienally, reject Elder Craw-
ford’s communication! The facts, so far as{ am concerned, are these .
unsolicited and unsought for by me, the docruments published on pages
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Y3 and 212 of this volum., were placed in my hands for examnation.
lithe presence, and in the hearing of a number of brethren, | then
rwad those documents. By some of them 1 was infurmed that they were
wrihen, as the heading shows, for the Bapust Magazine ; that mn the re-
mainder of the article Eider C. had shewed the place that baptism ana the
Lord’s supper held in the christan economy ; that on my return to
Sant John | would probably get the rest of it ; that 1t was the uctual ma-
muscnpt that had been refused a place m the Magazine ; and had been,
therefore, sent back to hun.  As intimated in a former paper, these are
i statements made to me in the presence of a goodly number of wit-
nesses. I believed them, and therefore wrote and acted accordingly !
The documents speak for themselves. 1t they were never sent to the
Edutors of the Magazie then my informant was mistaken, and I Lave
awven publicity to the mistake ; but if they were, then are some of your
wemoties at fault.  Thus stands the first objecion.  Objection 2d. lias
wstined that T have in my fifth letter wade a false issue, nasmuek as |
have said that the Bapusts have given a public adhesion to that artele m
the new creed of the ** Evangelical Alliance,” which asserts the * jus-
tiharion of a sinner by Farte atong.” It s smid that but a few of your
number favored the Alliance ; that when the question was brought before
suur Association, you refused to become identificd with that 1llastrious
vedy 5 and that in fact you do not, without special qualification, subscribe
w the doetrine of justification by fuith alone.  Fiom all that I can learn,
e pownt in my letter, No. 5, which is questioned, is in the words tol.
‘owing ¥ * The Baptists of Britan, the Umted States, and these fro-
viices, have given i thewr unqualified adhesion to the Alliance.” Itis
not questioned that this s the truth in reference to the baptsts of Britain
and the United States. but 1t 15 sard that so far from the New Drunswick
and Nova Scotix baptists countenancing the Alliance, they refused to
become pariiesin that * Evangelicai Umon ! wWell, Lhave this to sav
fur myself, 1if I have been led nto a mistake, 1t has been by the active.
iflucntial members of your body whom 1 found in Saint John, on my
strnvaian the spring of 1816, Then no meetings among dissenters were
more popular than those of the Evangelical Union, that had previously
been formed.  The object of the Union was advertized m the city papers.
Yume accused its promoters with has:ng a political objectin view. but sis
ii ends represented it as an auxihary, or a branch, of the great Euro-
pean Protestant Alhance.  In that ight I viewed 1t.  Whan acked why
Idul not become a member of 1t, I gave many reasons » some of them
fuimed the substance of an article i the 3d volume of The Christian
mge 139].  Inits meetings none stood out more promiently than the
aptist Ministers ; none appeared to take a more lively nterest m
romoting the objects of the Union. [t was from a most active and in-
fluential member of your body I heard an exposition of the fraternal ar-
t.cles of the Alliance, the one on * faith alone™ not eacepted. To what
conclusion then could I come; to what would you, gentlemen, have
come under these circumstances, and with these data before vou?
Would 1t not be that the baptist ministers generally were in favor of the
Alhance 2 Would you think 1t possible that three or four rmnisters of
# denomination, having the pastoral charge of more than one sixth of

f
i
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the members of un enure provincial association would join un alliance
not approved by the rest; that they would publicly advocute justihcation
hy fuith alone unless it received the geneial sancuon of the body? |
agk again, was it uot perfect]y vatural for me to draw the conclusion that
I dud, viz. : that the Baptist ministers of New Brunswica and Nova Sco-
tia were favorable to the Alliance, and (what was miy alone purpose

referring to your position to that association) that you heartily responded

to the doctrine of justification by faith alone.

. i
Now, although | have called yuur attenuun to my reasons for the con.

clusions to which | came, yet | tear that ihus objection to my letters s all
for effect! A conscious want of scriptural provt tosustat the doctrine
of justification by fauth alone, may tempt you to repudiate any atfection
for the Alliance ; but will it change your position to that doctrine, or will
a charge of a want of truth in any statement of your membership i the
Evangelical Union—in thie moust remole degree—mvalidate the truth of
my arguments agamst this radical point in your system ¢
I have said that your teachings were contrary to the word of God. |
uttered my sincere convictions. 1 was not willing to fix on a point that
mizht be enveloped in the clouds and mists of metaphysics ; neither was
1 willing to intreduce a subject that might involve the discussion of great
mysterious doctrines ; much less mere opinivns and speculauions. |
wished to introduce an important poiat ; one that would be encircled by
the grand prominent facts in the full range ot Apostolic teaching. Ina
word, I wished to reduce the controversy to its parrowest hots. I am
often asked in what we differ from you. 1 wished to answer the -
uiry, From all that I had heard and read of Bapuists, whether of the
school of Gill or Fuller, [ supposed that they all agreed m one point,
and that was justification by faith alone.  Tlus 15 not clearly expressed
in your creed, and 1t s in the creed of the Alliance. Believing on the tes-
umony above given, that these views met your hearty approbation, |
fixed upen them unhesitatingly as the expuneut of your faith ! And now
what do yousay ? “ We did not give our unquahiied adbesion to the Al-
lance ! "Lhough you may not have dune soin form, yet the Bapusts of
Britain and America have done s0 wn form and in fact, as much as any
otherdenomination on the two continents.  So tar from discountenancing
it, some of the most prominent wembers of your body have given 1o
their most unquahfied support.  But even adant that my statement s
entirely destitute of the truth, in reference to your connexion with that
body-—does not the main position examined in my letter meet your ap-
probation : have you not—aALL OF You—taught that so soon as an indi-
vidual believes with all his heart, that he is sustir1ep before God 1 W
you have any thing to say for your cause, all your arguments should
have this point in view ; and not whether I was right or wrong relauve to
your formal union with the Alliance. If you say you are not members
of that body, and prove that you do not believe that arucle of their fauk,
{ stand publicly corrected!
But is it a fuct that any of you have ever announced any other act of
the mind or the body, ordained by heaven as the consummating act, m

order to justification? Do you add to thiws, praver, praise, pemtence, i
almsgwving. baptisin, confession 2 No, not one or any of these. What |
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v you say tuone * uuder concern of mind,™ toan “awakened simer,”
wuone whois ““anxious.”  You believe they are penttent ; they fast,
mey pray ; they go from week to week, from month to month, und soine-
nmes for years, mourning ; seeking, praying for paidon—for an assu-
rance of acceptance with the Lord. | know, by a panful experience of
sevell years, that thus is true!  "The greater part of you, euher by per-
anul experience or by observation, know that this is the histors of a large
pruportion of yowr churches—untl, peihaps, the last half score of y cars.
Whut then did you teach was the reason that these persons did not pass
froin & state of condembaton to & state of jusufication? IDid you not
wach them that it wes a want of faith 2 In vain did we, who were i
this state of anxiety. say I believe with all my heait; and this was not 2
Vil pretence, or an ignorant assent, for we did believe all the great
facts concerning the fall of man, his sinfulness, and the sacrifizial death
of the Lord Messial for the sins of inen, as unhesitatingly as we now do:
. bul we were without peace or the evicence of pardon—and why? for
Bis good reason : God's word furnished us not oxT promise oF PARDON.
Had we imagined ourseives pardoned, ocur coufidence would bave been
based upen the wisdom of man and not on the word of God. Qur con-
idence then of ucceptance with God would have been as weak and as
Auctuating as changing man. There is a step, an act, a something be-
ween unfeigned faith, and the enjoyment of pardon. Preach, praclice
15 we may, every one sees, feels, or realizes it.  Men may theorise oa
atth alone, or of ten thousand acts of the mind or affeclions: an
open, overt act, dependent on one’s will, 1s felt by all to be necessury
n order to the enjoyment of God’s {vor profiered in the Gospel.  You
all see this ; youall act on this principle, though you do make faith the
lstact; and so do all other * Evangelical” parties. You have vour
anxious seats, your inquiring or class meetings « vou call on the anxious
to 1iz¢ for prayers. you tell them to add to their faith and their penitence,
praver; and thus while you in theory say faith alone, n the develope-
mentof 3ty you teach every thing else but jast what God has communde d.
This1s the view [ am compelled to take of all your communities. 1
ask you in all sincerniy it 1t 15 notso? 15 not the theory of Evangelical
protestantism, faith alone for jusutication, and the practice for the last
wenty years every thing else besides faith, eacept teachmg the sinner
‘o trust 1n that promise of the Lord Jesus Christ, « He that Lelivveth;
and 1s baptised, shall be saved #*
lam aware, geatlemen, that when you use the word faith. that you
uften attach a different meaning to it from what 1 du. [ shali not now
pause to investigate the difference. In passing, 1 would sunply 1emark
thut I receive the Apostles® defimtions in their most obvious acceptation.
¢ Faith comes by heaning, and hearing by the word of God.” 1 pray
not fur these [ Avostles] only, but for all them also who shall believe en
me through therr word™  “ These things are written that you might
beleve.”  Faith is the confidence of things hoped for, and the conviction
of things not seen.  'T'hough we may diifer in our interpretation of these
aud parailel passages of the divine record, set un one point we shall fully
agree ; and that 1s, the faith of the Gospel must be possessed by every
swner before he ix g fit suhject for immersion  Immersion nto the nane
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of the Futher, Son, und Holy Spirit, without true ¢ saving” fuith 1 o,
no avail—is & mockery of the ordinance—is profane. Here we ca
weet.  Now for the point from wlich we diverge.  You say that these
who possess this faith, this true unfeigned fauh, are justified, regenerated,
pardoned, born agam. Do you not? We teach that this faith must be
confessed by an huwmble, penitent 1mmersion into the name of the D
nity, before the sinper cames within the promise of pardon—before ain
one has the assurance of God’s word thut they are one of the regenerated
sons or daughters of the Lord Almighty. Now whether right or wrong,
neone who can put two ideas together can misunderstand our positien!
lts correctness must be determined by the tesumony of God’s word.
Agan: you will agree with me in lhe conciusion that next to faith i
the Supreme Bewng, and in that glorivus fact of the new covenant that,
Jesus is the Messiuh, the Son of the Living God—I say next tothis know. |
ledge, Heaven’s plan of dispensing pardon to hus sinful creatures 1s most
mnportant.  To this subject then, geantlemen, [ snvite special attenton,
Aside frow all personahities and every other denominational considers.
tion, [ mvite you te a friendly discussion, I will not ask for a hearmg
11 your paper or in your meeting houses, but will give page for pageuw
‘The Christian ; or if any prefer it, discuss the question viva voce before
those who may choose to histen. Do not call tius a chaltenge : the pro.
position 1s not made with that intention ; but sincerely, for the purpos
of inducing a re-examination of all your premses and conclusions ir
reference to this most important point in the Christian system—the con.
ditions of salvation, through the mediauon of the Lord Messiah.  You
say the condition is Faith., We sav—ever since man became a trans.
gressor, o faith and every other mental acta positive nstitution has
ever been added, in brder to test the worshipper’s sincerity, and to pgt
hun mto the possession of the cnjoyment of God’s favor. By unbelief,
which issued in an overt act of disubedience to a positive institution of
Heuven, our first parets lost the favor of God, and * brought death mnto
our world, and all our woe.” It was not by uabelief alone, but unbelef
made manifest by disobedience. The templer said ** You shall aot
surely die.”” 1t was the act that this Ze called forth that plunged them
wto ruin and death : they trampled on God’s aatherity 1n disobeying an
act as simple as that of partaking of the fruit of a certamtree! Why
then should 1t be thought a thing incredible, especially by vou who pro-
fess to take the Word of God as the alone rule of faith and practice—
that God should place a positive ordinance between the sinner’s faith and
the tree of life. By unbelief and disobedience man first lost the favor
of God—why then think it unreasonable that Heaven should ordain faith
and obedience 10 bring him again into his favor. Pardon me,if Tes-
claim O how weak your faith! You can believe and teach that the
sinner may experience pardon, engaged in prayer orin meditation, as he
walks by the way, in his house, 10 a grove, or ina place of worship—in
your opinion he may be regencraled while searching the Word of God,
reading the “ christan experience” of some pious saint—hearing the
gospel, or even in a drcam or vision of the mght.  Yes, you can believe
all this without the record of one such iustance—one such conversion,
smce Jesus rose from the dead; but on the plainpest, the most express
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Jectarations of the New Testament, you cannot believe that n sincere
pruitent can obtain pardon, and the benefits of the blood of the New
Covenant in the watais of bapusm, i obedience to the Lapress comimand
of the Holy Spirit, for this very purpose I s 1t poseible that there can
e such eredulity on the one hand, and such a want of fanth oy the other !
Now, gentlemen, I appeul toy cur own consciences for the nuth of these
Hlegations. . With how much contience have you, presiding over ** Con-
terenee’ and ~* Chureli’ meenngs, hstened to the relation of the dreams,
mpulses, fechngs; griefs, sorrows and joys of 1oung converts : whereas
Fone should have arisen, and wost solemnly have stated that they found
peace and pardon soscon as they were, on a professiun of their faith and
rpentance, immersed wito the uaine of the Lord—your countenance
aaald have fallen, and your confidence 1n hisco. yersion would have been
peatly weakencd, and very probably you would have charged him to be
carcful that he did not tustia hus own performances for salvation! In
e estimation of many there :s much more danger of trusting 10 one’s own
rerfurinances when they say they cxpecta fulflinent of God’s promises
nobedience to hisevpressly revealed will, than when they dwell almost
xelusively on what they have felt and cxpenenced, although nothing of
e hind was ever recorded of any suintin the Christan Seriptares! If
SLOCTS &1€ not proper'vinstracted there is justas much danger of iusting
ofaith, 10 one’s uwn prayers or thuse of others.as there i of trusting to
biptism. Belies ing howeseras we do, that the Guspel finds its way o the
alections throngh the understanding. we always warn our hea:ers not to
st for salvation to any thing s .ot of the great sin offering. We always
wach that faith, repeatance baptism. prayer, prawse, and all the ordiman-
tes of the Gospel.are so many mcans through which the virtae of Jesus’
tood lows 1tothe soul. to give it the tirst place spiritual life, and then
" keep open the intercorrse between God and the soul. We have
dopted the Apostle’s motio. « All thungs are of God, who hath recon-
eied us to humselt by Jesus Chinst.”  And we are content to trust to his
wisdomasto the best way of seccving the “ word of receneiliation.”
We rennund o Learers that there was no virtue in the waters of Jordan
meicanse Naaman the Sy rian of his leprosy , more than Abana and Phar-
par, those beautful sireams which 1ocander through the plawms of Da-
masens  But God’s presence and power presiled over the foimer and
st over the lauer, simply because he bad notso ordamed. Naam.n
ebeyed. aud he washed. ~lle had hivedand dicd a leper, notwithstandiug
the provisions made for s recovery, had he persisted in his-refusal 1o
ohev the prophet Elsha.

We mvite frequant attention to the Israelites in the wiluerness, who
were bitten by the serpent.  The brazen serpent possessed no viriues to;
check the influence of the poisurt that was coursing through their veins,
and, doubtless for this rcason God ordamed it.  Had it possessed any
wieal vitues, the people would have attributed tlicir cure to these ra-
thir than o God., e has always ordamed the most unlikely means,
reeording to the wisdom of man, of accomplishing his purposes.  Their
M d'd ot save theme nor their looking, any more than the serpent of
brass, but these were ail vecessary to bring the bitten, dy ing Isracinte wnto
2 posiion in winch God had purposed to be present by lis power to
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heal. They were thus led to trust in God, and not in the serpent or in
their own works.

We also teach our hearers, that although the Saviour told the woman
whu had been sv long diseased that her faith saved her, he did not say
“fathalune.”  Her fuith brought her 1o the Saviour : under its influence
she pressed through the crowd and touched the hem of Ins garment; bu
neither her fuith, her pressing through the crowd, nor the hem of the
garment, healed her; for Jesus said, * some oue hath touched me, for |
perceive that virtue hath gone out of me.’ It was the * virtue®™ that
flowed from the Lord that saved her; and although the previous steps
did not heal her, yet they were ali ** essentially” necessary in order to
open up a conmunication between the great physician and her diseased
body. She was healed by the Lord,and not by her own works.

By these, and other scriptural illusirations, we show that * we are
saved not by works of righteousness which we have done, but by the
mercy of God, ir the laver of regeneration, by the renewing of the Holy
Spiri.”

pAs baptism is plainly and obviously commanded in the New Tes.
tament * for remission of sins,” and for no other purpose; on this au.
thority we teach that itis necessary for every behever to * obey this form
of the doctrine” of the Lord, in order to come into the full enjoyment of
the redemption which is in Christ Jesus. In the Lord’s Supper we re.
ceive the body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ symbolically ; soin
immerston, the believer has a symbulic application of the shed blood of
the Lamb, who was offered to bear away the sins of men.  On no other
hypothesis can many portions of the divine record be explained. "T'ake
one for example ; Anapiassays to Saul, * Arise and be baptized, and wash
away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” Now, one of two con.
clusions must be drawn ; either the blood of Jesus Christ was present,
symbolically, to wash away Saul’s sins, or he was cleansed by the bap.
tismal waters. ‘The latter neither of us believes. How can you escape
the former conclusion ?

The devout Israelite found the sacrificial blood at ihe altar, and was
there virtually sprinkled from an evil conscience ; he there, although his
conscience condemned him for his impurity, saw the way by which he
unght Lo clcansed, but not until he came to the laver was he made clean:
to the laver, which stood between God’saltar and the holy place, he must
come to get the answer, or rather to seek a good conscience. Coming
to the couclusion that baptism is the consummating act in Heaven’splan
of Lestowing pardon, every thing in the Patriarchial, the Mosaic, and the
Christian dispensations harmonize ; but on any and every other hypothe-
sis, every thing is dark and unintelligible. To make faith, feeling, ac-
uon, all ne_essary to a change of state, fully harmonizes with all our
ideas of various relations in which we stand to our fellow men. In other
words, this view of the subject of regeneration shows the propriety of
the various designations which individual disciples and congregations have
obtained. Christians are reconciled to God. When parties are enemies,
to effect a reconciliation there must be a confidence created ; good will
towards each other ; the yielding of the offender, and the overt act by
which this state of nund 1= made manifest and confirmed. So the term
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adoption implies the three acts & and the same ay be seid of every nile
given to the saint 10 the New Testament. Ave they called cruzens ?
Foran individual of one nation 10 become one of anathier, he must 10

eene the constitution of the couniry of which he would become the
adopted son 5 he mist mahe applicaton for ewzenship, and m a formal
manner renunnec the furer governiment, and tahe the oadi of allegiance.
Is the church called the bride, the Lamb’s wife > ‘Then to beccme a
member, we must confide in hun, place our affections on nim, and then
give the public & solemn pledge.  Even under the former dispensation
the three sfeps weie necessary in order to forgiveness,  ‘The simner must
take his sacrifice to the aitar, kil 1, and cunifess his sins before that altar
on which the awful name JgHovan was inscribed.  Indeed, a system of
faith alone, of works alone, of errcumeision aloue, or any abstract prin-
ciple, never could have come fiom a being who has only fully revealed
himself 1o the world as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Mo-
dern systems are not philosophical, neither are they adapted to the nature
and conditions of men.  Man hasa body, a soul, and a spirit. A system
adapted to hum must have something for the whole man.  The apostolic
gospel has » human sysiems have not. The apostles proclaimed the guspel
that men might believe ; here was a system of facts for the spinit, the
mmd of man: they commanded them to repent, to reform ; here wasthe
dedication of the affections to the Loid, action for the soul: and then
there waus baptism, that has particular reference to 1he body, but is de-
signed for the consecration of the whole man to the Lord.  How perfect
the system.

But my time would {ail, 1if your paticnce would not become exhausted,
were I to attempt but a synopsis of the ten thousand proufs and illustra-
tions that present themsclves of this delightful view of God’s plan of
bringing man back to lus hume, in preparation for a return to the immon -
tel Eden. The three gieat facts proclaimed to sinners—the death, buiial,
and resurrection ; the three comumands—believe. repent, be baptized ; and
the three promises—re mission of siis, the Holy Spinit, aad eternal hfe «
these are sufficient to bring the subjects clearly before the careful hible
reader, and fully to confirm the wavering thai no one proclaims the com-
mands of the apostolic gospel who withbolds baptisn for the remission of
sns.

So certain as he who tcaches theology without making pron inent the
revealed relotions of Father, Son, and Holy Spinit, gives buta partial view
of the Divinity ; and be who theorizes on the natuve of man as s mortal
or an immurtal being, a= bemg all body, or all seul, or all spirit, loses
sight of the man whom the word of Gad reveals ; just so he who preaches
faith alone, spieit alone, or doctine alone, and loses sight of faith, and re-
pentance, and baptism, or gives them a wrong place 1n the christian
econemy, preaches another gospel, which the apostles proclaimed not!
May Heaven save us from the Apostohc anathema !

Your's fathiully. W. W. Earox.

W are about to preacha sermon, albeit not given to such matters. It
shall not be long, and if it reach a fow hearts, we shall be content. 1s
it no! astonishing that the thought of ‘“ the eud of all things” so seldom
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enters the minds of men busy with the world’s cares 7 What merchant
haadling his ledger, what mechanic using his tools, what sailor looking ¢
the passing wave, pauses to think that the book and steel and wave wi
outlast the feeble arm that now converts them to its uses ; and when 1thy
brain that directs them 1s dust, the book will lie unopened, the steel will
be in other hands, the wave will roll steadily from shore to shore. v,
Itis conceded that no mechanism of art or of nature equals the steug:.
ture of our bodies. [t is granted that no skill of man has approached itin
the remotest degree ; and *hatit is as far above the finest devices of genigs
as those delicate constructions are above the worthless stones m the street,
Yet the work of man’s hands will last a thousand years, and man will
not outlast the first century. It would appear that no man, looking on.
the strength of ordinary hrute matter, or on the itnperishability of man’s
thoughts, could fail 1o ask himseif if death is the end of all.—IV. Y. J. C.

A Invaroasie LessoN 10 STupENTS.—What you do know, know’
thoroughly. There are few instances in modern times, of a rise equal o
that of Sir Edward Sugden. Afier one of the Weymouth elections, 1 wag
shut up with him in a carriage for twenty-four hours. I ventured to ask
him what was the secret of his success. His answer was, * [ resolved,
when beginning to read law, to make every thing } acquired perfectly
my own, and never to go to a second thing till I had entirely acconts
plished the first. Many of my competitors read as much in a day 8s.}
read in a week, but at the end of twelve months, my knowledge wasgs
fresh as on the day it was acquired, while theirs had glided away from
ther recollection.”—Memoirs of Sir T. F. Buxten.

On ListeNing To Evin, Rerorrs~The longer I live, the more I fegi
the importance of adhering to the rule which I had laid down for myself’
in relation to such matters :—1. To hear as little as possible, whatevgr
1s to the prejudice of others. 2. To believe nothing of the kind ull I am
absolutely forced toit. 3. Never to drink into the spirit of one who cir-
culates an evi report. 4. Always to moderate as far as I can, the ug.
kindnes which is expressed towards others. 5. Always to believe that
if the other side was heard, a very different account would be given of
the nratter.— Life of Stmon. :

THE FIELD OF THE WORLD.—BY MONTGOMERY.

Sow in the morn thy seed, Grace keeps the precious germs alive;
At eve hold not thine hand; " When and wharever strown, ~

To docbt and fear give thon noheed,  And duly shall appear .
Broad castit o'er the land. In ver{!ure, beggty, 'strength. g

Beside all waters sow, The tender blade, the stock, the cay,
The highway furrows stock, And the full corn atlength,

Drop it where thorns and thistlesgtow  Thon eanst not 1oil in vain;
Scatter it on the rock. , Cold. heat, and moist and dry

The good. the frmtful gronnd, Shall foster and mature the grain,
Expect not here nor there; For garners in the sky.

O’er hull and dale, by plats, tis found;  7Phence when the glorious end,
Ga forth, then, everywhere. The day of God is come,

Thon know’st not which may thrive; The angel reapers shall descend,

The late or early sown : And Heaven cry—+ Harvest home:"



