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From the report of the Minister of Justice laid on the table
of the Senate the other day, 1t appears that there has been dur-
ing the past year a very gratifying decrease in the number of
convicts, In all the penitentiaries of the Dominion there were
on the 3oth of June last, 1,049 convicts, being a falling off of 70
within theyear.  Of the whole number but 34 were females.

Some of the papers are advocating a reduction of the rate
of postage on letters to twa cents, to correspond with that on
the other side of the line. No doubt the increase in the num-
ber of letters mailed would nearly or quite make good the de-
ficiency in revenue. It is to be hoped the Post Office Depart-
ment will keep itseif abreast of the times by giving us the re-
duction.

-

The prohibitionists are going on conquering and to conquer.
The Scott Act was carried on the 2gth inst., in the county of
Carleton by a majority of between Soo and 1c90.  This is the
fifth county that has adopted it within the first month of the

new year. If only these victories ure followed up to their l(fgi-
timate issues and the fact clearly demonstrated that prohibition
does prohibit and that a great increase of Sobriety, industry,
frugality and morality, with a corresponding decrease of pov-
erty, misery and crime, are its undoubted fruits, the day will
not be distant when Canada shall from ocean to ocean have
banned and vetoed the liquor traffic.

‘The Montreal carnival seems to be a greater success this
winter than ever.  The newspapers abound with glowing de-
scriptions—if the word glowing can properly -be applied to
things so frigid as ice palaces and snow slides,—of one ‘cw-:nt
after another. The snow-shoe tramp, the moonlight storming
of the glittering castie, the great tandem excursion, the to'bog-
anning, all seem to have come off in their turns without slip or
mishap. ‘The influx of visitors has been unprecedented. '1‘.hc
Montreal Carnival scems to be taking its place amongst the in-
stitutions of the Continent, and pleasure-seckers in Canada
and the United States are beginning to look forward to it as
cagerly as to the season at the Capitals, or the excursion to the
seaside.

We have received the Januvary number of the Zducational
Record, of the Province of Quebec. 1t is a magazine of some
thirty pages, filled with weil written and celected articles and-
notes on educational topics. The editor is, we believe, Rev.
Mr. Rexford, M.A., Sccretary of the Education Department.
Mr. Rexford formerly did excellent 'service as a High School
Master in Montreal, and since his promotion to the responsible
post he now occupies, has done much to increase t!lc cfficiency
of the school system n the sister Province. His thorough
scholarship, and untiring energy and industry, are making
themselves felt in every department, and winning the esteem
and confidence of all concerned.  We congratulate the educa-
tional awhorities of Quebec on having got the right man in
the right place.

Since the ¢ate of vur last issuc the legislature of Ontario
and the Parliament of the Dominion have both commenced
their sessions.  There is nothing very importany or stastling in
the programme of cither. We notice, however, cach Govern-
ment promises to introduce a bill to simplify the process of
Jand transfer within its-jurisdictiion—that is to say, in Ontario
and the Northyest Territory, respectively. There can be. no
doubt that these movements are in the right direction.  What
ever tends to facilitate the *ransfer of land and to free transac-
tions in it from the incongruous and absurd formalities with
which they are now fettered, will be welcomed by thousands.
Especially in the Northwest, where the people are commencing
with a clean slate, why should not the buying and selling of
Jand be made as simple and straightforward a¥the barter of any
other kind of property? The lawyers may suffer, but they
may be pretty safely trusted to look after their own interests.
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The indomitable pluck of the British soldier is receiving
fresh illustration in the Soudan campaign. The spectacle
offered by Gen. Stewart and his little band of two or thres
thousand heroes, far away in the heart of the Alfrican desert,
enduring without a wurmur the tortures of thirst and the
fatigues of long marches over parched sands under tne rays of
a tropical sun, repelling with unflinching steadiness onset after
onset of the vast hordes of Arab warriors by whom they are
surrounded, has few parallels, even in the history of British
warfare. The culinination of heroic achievement secems to
have been reached when a band of picked guardsmen cut their
way through the Arab forces to the river and returned, “all
that were left of them,” bringing water for their famished
comrades. ‘This incident, if correctly reported, will take its
place in the annals of heroism, side by side with the Bala-
klava charge.

The presentment of the Grand Jury at the recent Criminal
Assizes in this city contains one suggestion of great importance.
Referring to the difference between the state 0. affairs in the
Central Prison, where the convicts are kept at work, and that in
the common jail, where 172 men and 32 women are unem-
ployed, the jury expressed the opinion that the 1dleness of the
latter and their indiscriminate association are a great evil. It
ought to be too late in the century for an intelligent people to
maintain hundreds of the criminal classes at the public ex-
pense, simply confirming their habits of idleness and vice.
Work of some sort, better useless or unproductive work than
none at all—should be provided, and made compulsory on
every able bodied convict. There is, perhaps, no one respect
in which society more signally fals to usc its highest intelli-
gence than in its treatment of criminals. If the object of
imprisonment is merely to punish, a life of indolence and
comparative comfort is no punishment to many a convict. If
the higher object of moral improvement, or reformation, is
kept in view, one first and most effective step towards it must
be compulsory work, to form if possible, a habit of industry.

A cooper writes to the Glofie to point out the disastrous ef-
fect the Scott Act agitation is having and is likely to have on
the coopering trade. There is no doubt that the general pass-
ing and enforcement of a prohibitory law would have a dis-
turbing effect upon many branches of industry as well as upon
the general revenue. A little reflection, however, will show
that such disturbance would be merely temporary.  The many
millions of dollars that would represent the enforced saving
from the dram shops and the breweries and distilleries would
not be hoarded up in old stoc]un"s, or hidden away in cup-
boards. It would be expended in the purchase of necessaries,
comforts and luxurics, and would thus simply be diverted into
other and more useful channels. There are, probably, few
forms of sclf-indulgence which afford a smaller amount of em-
ployment in proportion to the money expended than the use of
liquors. If the amount annually expended in the purchase of
these by all classes of the people were used in the building
and decoration of houses, the purchase of furniture, and books,
or of fruits and other harmiess table luxuries, it would undoubt-

edly give employment and a living to a much larger number of
labourers than at present. ‘The question is one of interest and
would repay study. Ve should like to see some reliable statis-
ties and calculations bearing on the point.

@he School.

A sign of the times is the growing demand for stenographers
in the various departinents of businest and professional life.
This is bringing the subject and various methods ot phono-
graphy more prominently before the public. Inour adver-tis~
ing columns will be found the announcement of the opening
of a new Phonographic Institute at Windsor, Ont. The pro-
prietors claim great excellence for the system they have adopted
in respect to the facility with which it may be learned and its
rapidity in use. We have no means of comparing the merits
of different systems. Those in scarch of information wi'l do
well to write to the advertisers for their pamphlets. .

We gave in our issues of the 12th and 22nd January the
official regulations respecting the entrance to Ontario High
Schools and Collegiate Institutes for July, 18835, also some
particulars in regard to the methods of marking, &c. TFrom
the revised instructions issued by the Department, it appears
that the literature subjects have been enlarged so as to perrit
of optional selections from the Royal and Canadian Readers
as well as from Ontario Readers.  The main points in the new
regulations will be found in this issue under the head of Edu-
cational News and Notes.

-

From the Preliminary Programme of the International
Congress of Educators at the New Orleans Exposition, it
appears that the Hon. J. Geo. Hodgins, Vice-Minister ot
Education for Ontario, has been made Honoraty Secretary of
the National Educational Association, of which President
Arthur is Honorary President and a large committee of the
foremost Educators of the United States the working officers.
The appointment of Dr. Hodgins as the sole Honorary Secre-
tary is a recognition of the advanced position of Ontario in

cducational matters as well as a high compliment to Dr. Hod-
gins personally.

The letter of Enquirer in this issue calls attention to a prac-
tical matter of considerable importance. Unquestionably the
most difficult thing in school management is to preserve due
order in a large school, and at the same time teach efficiently
a special class.  We should be glad to hear from teachers of
experience upon the point. We do not see why Enquirer's
suggestion might not be carried out, and the Normal School
students belgiven some practice in school management as well
as in class management.  We have known this to be done in
other Normal and Model Schools.

An old subscriber writes for the JournaL saying, “I gave up
teaching a year ago, and being engaged in other busines, neg-
lected to take it. I am lost without the old friend although I
am pot teaching.” Another says :—* 1 am thinking of leaving
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the teaching profession and entering the ministry, but if I do,
the JournaL shall follow me, as I consider it THE journal for
all who are engaged in teaching cither the old or young.”
These friends are on the right track. Those who were true
te-.chers will not lose their interest in educational matters when
they leave the profession. '

We are glad to see that the press of the Maritime Provinces
is again agitating the project of a confederation of its many
colleges. The prospect of success in Ontario has probably
given an impulse to the movement. We fancy, however, that
centralization is not likely to be found practicable there,
but do not see why this need be a sine gua non of college fed-
eration. A scheme of afliliation to a central examining Uni-
versity might secure the chief benefits of Confederation with-
out the shock of transplanting institutions which have become
rooted in chosen localitivs, and denive no inconsiderable part
of their moral strength from local memories and associations.

It does not distinctly appear from the published scheme of
University Confederation whether the students of the various
colleges are to be free to attend lectures in any college. We
hope this is understood.  Any restriction of the student to the
iectures in his own particular college would take the life-blood
from the emulation between the colleges which is one of the best
features of the scheme. By all means let students be left free
to choose their professors in any of the college subjects. In
this way each professor will be put upon his mettle and each
Board of Regents under bonds to employ only the best men.
Under such a system it would be impossible for Dr. Dryasdust
to go on discussing dead issues and drawing his salary for long
years after his usefulness was gone.

The two articles in this issue on the question of University
Federation will, we are sure, be read with deep interest.  They
present the subject from quite contrasted points of view. Mr.
Shannon, of Kingston, a graduate of Queen’s College, may
naturally be snpposed to look at the question from a Queen’s,
and Kingstonian standpoint, while Mr. Beattie, a graduate of
both Knox College and Toronto University, as naturally re-
gards it in its Toronto and Toronto University aspects.  Each
is well qualified to do full justice to his view of the subjeat and
the opinions and arguments of both will carry weight. Itis
not of course, meant that cither claims to write as a represent.
ative of any body or institution. Each speaks for himself
alone, and asks to have his opinions and arguments taken
simply upon their merit§. We have a second article from each
writer which will appear next week, with, perhaps, others on the
same subject.

The practice complained of by Teacher in another column
is a real grievance. In fact the hardship and the injustice
are so obvious that it is strange such a custom could ever have
come into vogue. Tt is well, however, for Government to
interfere as little as possible with the frecdom of Trustees and
Teachers in business matters.  Might not the teachers take the
matter into their own hands? A combined action is all that
is needed.  Let them agree in associations and conveations, or
otherwise, to insist in every case upon quarterly or more fre-

e e

quent payments, and the end will be reached without legislative
interterence.  We observe, however, that the Teachers of the
Peel Association recommend, in one of the resolutions pub-
lished in another column, the same remedy as our corres-
pondent,

In the revised regulations respecting entrance examinations
to the High Schools and Collegiate Institutes of Ontario, we
find the following remarkable paragraphs :—

History.—The outlines of English and of Canadian His-
tory ; how England, Canada, and Ontario are governed ; the
municipal institutions of Ontario—all as contained in a History
Primer, to be authorized by the Department about August,
1885.

We believe most thoughtful educators will agree with us
that the above embodies at least three bad principles or
methods. In the first place this primer business in History or
Science is about the worst that can be adopted, and is un-
worthy of our Ontario School system. It contains the quint-
essence of “cram.” It offers a standing premium to both
teachers and pupils for laziness. It serves up dry bones
instead of healthil, invigorating, stimulating food. It takes
away all inducement to thoughtful reading and exercise of
‘independent judgment, robs the pupil of the legitimate reward
of intelligent study, and renders history distasteful tor all time
by associating it with barren facts and dates. In the second
place the primers foreshadowed are evidently designed to be,
like the combined orthoepist and elocutionist, a school-room
hodge-podge. The idea of embracing British and Canadian
History, general, censtitutional and municipal, in a single
primer, is decidedly ambitious. The Department must have
found a genius to undertake such a literary exploit. Such safe
old maxims “one thing at a time,” and * what is worth doing is
worth doing well,” have evidently fallen into discredit under
the new rzegime.  In the third place here we have in its boldest
and worst form the evil of which we have before spoken, that
of promising authorization to books before they exist even in
embryo. The law of competition is repealed. The best
stimulus to exertion is taken away from the writer. The door
is thrown wide open to incompetence, favouritism and corrup-
tion. To promise authorization to so important a book at least
cight months before it is written, implies in the Head of the
Education Departiment either “ a degree of faith in some book-
manufacturing employee, or a peculiar notion of whata school-
text book should be, neither of which will be shared by the
intelligent teachers of Ontario.

Prof. Mills ot the Ontario Agricultural College states, in a
recent address, that not more than two per cent. of those who
£o into mercantile life meet with success, while seventy-five
per cent. of those who choose farming are successful. These
facts, as it may be presumed they are, teach « valuable practical
lesson.  Prof. Mills is of opinion that the education given in
many of the public schools does not fit boys for carning their
living on a farm. He is probably correct in saying that writing
and English composition are not given sufficient prominence.
We do not think it the business of the public school teacherto
fit boys for any particular purswit. Their parents should see
to that, At the same time the influence of a true teacher will
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go very far in shaping the views and (hoice of many pnpiist
and we doubt it he can perform a better service cither for the
boys or for the country than by inducing as many as possible to
choose farming as their life work and to go into it with intelli-
genceand “a will.”  The soil is the source of all wealth and its
cultivation is the surest way to comfort and a competence 1n
Canada.

The Report of a Committece of the Board of Trustees of
Queen’s University, Kingston, setting forth the views of the
authoritics of that mstitution on the question of University
Federation has been published.  The paper is a clear and able
document, and arlduces some cogent reasons why that Univer.
sity is not prepared to enter the proposed Confederation. ‘The
cost of the removal of that institution is estimated at about a
quarter of a million of dollars, and the trustees have at com-
mand no such sum which they could disert for the purpuse.
Removal would be considered a breach of trust by many bene-
factors who have contnbuted to Queens at Kwmgston,  Buy
aside from these two practical difiiculties it is strongly argued
that the interests of higher education in the broad Province of
Ontario demand more than one educational centre, and that
Lastern Ontario needs its own University. In a word, the Au-
thorities of Queen’s do not acquiesce in the principle of cen-
tralization, and it must be admitted there is force in their con-
tention, althvugh in one part of the argument they seem to luse
sight of the fact that the proposed scheme 1s a tederation not
a consolidation, and that cach institution will retain its distinc-
tive character and modes of working.  Queen’s will not, pro-
bably, come in, but from her peculiar position this must have
been anticipated, and need not prevent the confederation of
the other institutions.

@he aleel’s Jles.

The Legislature of Ontario opened on the 26th ult.

The Nova Scotia Legislature meets on the 19th inst.

The Quminion Parliament commenced its session on Thursday,
the 29th ult.

Judge Gowan of Barrie and Dr. Sullivan of Kingston, have been
appointed to the Canadian Senate.

Ttaly has the colunizing fever badly.  This Government 18 send-
ing twu expeditions to ditferent parts of Africa.

The Pensylvania Senate proposes to inflict corporal punishment
on wife beaters.

The Scott Act was carried in Carleton on Thursday, by from 800
to 1,000 majority.

An anti-dynamite bill of a very stringent character has
introduced in the New York Legislature. been

Rev. Charles Hamilton, of Quebee, was on Tuesday elect
Bishop of Niagara, as successor to the Jato Bishop F' ullcx‘.y ceted

The negotiations for a treaty between France and the

{ T h Africs
International Association have failed. rican

Portugal is blamed.

Fifty villages are reported to have been destroyed and two thou-
sand lives lost in Malaga, by recent carthqualkes, Thixty thousand
persons have quitted dalaga to escape dauger,

'Y
The property exempted from taxation in Toronto, according to
summary mado up by the Assessment Department, amounts t0

nearly $45,000,000,

Amongst theimeans proposed in London for putting a stop to
dynamite outiages, are an-extension of the Crimes Act to Englaud
and an improvement of the detective system.

The Dominien{Govermment have determined to make the usual
Iand grant to the Qu'Appelle, Long Lake and Saskatchewan Rail-
way, on the same terms as the grants to Manitoba Railways.

Mys. Nichols, of Peterboro’, has offered the Town Council a
furnished suburban residence with oxtemsive grounds, and an
ondowment of $10,000, for the purpose of a public hospital.

An express train between Sydney and Waggawagga, Now South
Wales, went threugh a bridge into a creck. Forty passengers
wero killed.

The statue of the late Sir George Cartier, in Parliament Square,
Ottawa, was unveiled on Thursday last by Sir John A. Macdonald,
who eulogized the deceased statesman.

According to the British trade returns there was an increase in
the imports from Canada in 1884, over those of 883, as follows :
Uxen, £145,000; cows, £16,200; wheat flour, £112,247; cheese,
£197,000.

Tewfik Pasha, Envoy extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten-
tiary to the Sultan, officially denies to the British Ambassador
that any outrages have been committed by Mussulmans on the
Christians of Macedonia.

The schooner Arcana, from Portland, Maine, for Ammpqliﬂ:
Nova Scotia, foundered on Quaco reef, in the Bay of Fundy. in
terrible storm on Wednesday night, and nine men lost their lives,
only one of the whole crew being saved.

Private advices from Panama to Washington give startling
accounts of the mortality amongst labourers on the Panama Canrl,
The number of deaths in November alone is said to have been 109,
and during th:e year 1884, 2400.

Several Government candidates were defeated in the late French
Senatorial clections.  As the general elections take place in a few
months the news is said to have had a depressing effect upon M.
Ferry.

Out of five British newspaper correspondents who were with
Stewart’s expedition, three have been lilled and one wounded.
One of them, Mr. Herbert, was Secretary to Lord Dufferin while
the_latter was Governor-General of Canada.

The number of books issued from the Toronte Freo Library
and 1ts branches from the date of its opening in April to December
$1st, 1884, was 179.50G. The number of persons having made use
of the reading rooms is estimazed at 400,C00.

The Right Hon. John Bright says, ina recent speech, that giving
Canada the right to make her own commercial treatics, and the
Project of Tmperial Federation, both mean the entire freedom of
Canadn.  Whenever Canadians thought that step necessary Eng-
land would not object.

Chief Detective Cullen, of Greenfield, Mass., has notitjed the
Grand Trunk Railsay authorities that a plot exists for blowing up |
Victoria bridge. The company is taking extra precautions. The
detective says that the dynamiters intend commencing a campaign
in Cunada.

t fear was entertained in regard to the fate of three iceboats
wlggle\aie('. Cape Traverse, P. E. I, for Nova Scotia, on Monday
last. After two days and a night of terrible suffering the pas.
s‘cngzzrs and crews reached Argyle Shore in an exhausted and frost-
bitten condition.

After several days intense auxiety the British public were
rcjnicgsl to hear on) Wednesday, news of Gen. Stewart and his
heroic band. A series of battles have been fought,“the Arabs
being repulsed in every case with immense slaughter.  The Brtish
loss has been comparatively light, but Gen. Stewart himself is
severely wounded.

Great inducements to subscribers to the CANADA SCHOOL
JouryaL. Don't fail to profit by them.
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Special Articles.

COLLEGE CONFEDERATION.

FIRST PAPER BY . W. SHANNON,; M.A., KINGSTON.

Tho advantage which it is hoped willacerus from confederation
aceins to consist in a nearcr approach to uniformity in the value of
degrees, and the establishment of a University more complete in
its functions and equipment than any that we now possess. At
last an attorapt has been wmade to reducge vague and flonting
aspirations to tangible form, and the result is tu be seen in the
scheme recently submitted by the Miuister of Education to the
heads of the vatious institutions of learning in Ontavio. A pro-
posal which has met with the general wpproval of those intended to
be aftected by it, canuot but possess meritorious features, aund in
any criticism made upon those parts of 1t which do not commend
themeelves so lughly, it must be remembered that mperfections
are to be expected m auy solution of a problem so ditlicult.
Doubtless, the excellencies of the scheme will be fully dealt with
by other gentlewen. It will suflice, therefore, if the writer sug-
gests some of the drawbacks which present themsolves to one who
regards the question as a graduate of Queen’s, and a citizen o1
Kingston.

In tho first place we find that ‘it is proposed to form a Con-
federatiun of colleges, carrying on in Zoroute work cmbraced in
the arts curriculum, cte’” The rest of the Province is to be
stripped of centres of learmng m order that these may be drawn
together in 2 focus in one city. Can such » movement result in
public advantage? Is it approved by the experience of the worid,
aund the couviction of modern authoritis on educational matters ¢
The range of examples which might be drawn upon for argument
and illustration is very wide; let us content ourselves with a
glance at the cours> of events in the Mother Country, which we
believe to be in the van of civilization. TFor five hundred years
the youth of Bagland desirous of a traiming in liberal arts were
compelled to resort to Oxford and Cambridge. But, within tho
present contury, and almost entirely within the past twenty years,
a change has come o'er the spirit of the dream. The men whose
opinions have most powerfully influenced thought, whose depth-of
information and insight into the problems of the age are unsur-
passed, have not lent their abilities to the confinement of higher
education to its ancient abodes by the Isis andthe Cam. On the
contrary, England with the fruits of the long and splendid career
of her famous universities before her, has decided that such
institutious should be multiplied, and new foundations v.ected in
different quarters of the Kingdom.  Within the presens century
the universitics of Durham, London and Manchestor have been
cstablished, while new colleges have been built; and are being
liberally endowed in ahmost overy considerable city in England and
Wales.

Coincident with the multiplication ot Universities and Colleges,
there has beon witnessed another extraordinary spectacle illustrat-
ing tho trend of circuminstances in England.  This,is the University
oxtansion scheme, by which academic faculties consisting of fellows
and lecturers have been sent to teach and lecture in a great uum-
ber of commercial towns.

Tho key to the progress of higher education in England of late
years is thorefore to be found in decentralisation, and increased
attention to the wants of localities.  Are we so far raised above
tho conditions found essential to success elsewhere, that we can
disregard the current of evonts and tho teachings of experienco?

Shall our advance bo backward? If ull the Colleges in Outario
were bunched in Toronto to-morrow, we should hear yery shortly
an outery for University extension.  Why then are weto be at tho
trouble of destroying our present system in ovder to commence
again, and do for the Province what Queen's is helping to doina
auperior fashion now? Thero is always much loss in change, thero
aro ovils involved in breaking the continuity of history and asso-
ciation. Wo require clear and weighty benefits to compensate for
drawbacks so gerious.

Many will ask what good can flow from the localisation of
University advantages ¢ The ditference between attending classes
in Kingston and attending in Turonto, isapt to appear too insigni-
ficant to be worth note.  Yet a little reflection will show that we
have here an important factor in the consideration of our problem.
In Queen®s University there are ot present two huudred aud forty
students attending classes in arts.  Of this number over two hun-
dred come from Eastern Ontario. It may be difiicult to analyze
the motives which draw men towards the college in their own
neighbourhood ; to say whether the additonal distance interposed
between them and institutions farther away arises in the mind as
an obstacle, whether people are brought into greater familinrity
with that which is nearer through the local press and the inter-
course of trade, or whether there isa minorsentiment of patriotism
involved. There stands the fact, however, showing that there iz a
force of gravitation at work in these matters, which appears tovary
in strength inversely as the squarc of the distance. The result cf
destroying the uperation of this force by removing its active agent
in Kingston is obvious. Some of the students who now come {v
Queen’s would go to McGill, a large number would remain at
home, and those who would repair to Toronto aro merely 8
residuium. ‘There would thus be a positive loss Lo education, as a
considerable portion of the population would be withdrawa from
the fertilizing influence of culture.

From another point of view the new scheme presents an equally
unfavourable aspeet. It is proposed to have but one type of
University in Ontario. If this type were the best, other objec-
tions would be minimised. But our singlo University is to be
under State control, instead of being left to the free play of its
own activities. Absolute independence is the historical character-
istic of Universitics, and would seem to be the first requisite of
success. Harviard was a State institution from its foundation in
1657 down to 18GG, but the censeless strife and controversy
incident to such a relationship so greatly retarded the progress and
development of the University, that in the Jatter year it was
released. Then Harvard gained not only freedom from embarrass-
ing interference, but a flow of private munificence greater in
proportiun than during any furmer period of its history. Witness
as another illustration of how State control checks that generosity
which droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven, the eontrast
between the dearth of benefactions to Toronto University and the
response made again and again to the call of Queen’s.

Connected with the centralization phase of the question is a
minor point not unworthy of notice. Many parents would object
and with sufficient reason, to send their sons aud daughters to
study in « city so full of distractions and temptations as Yoronto.

Our remarks have drawn out to such a length that further
observations must bo postponed.

e

If you wish to know what people are thinking about, both in
educational and the outside world, send in vour name for the
CANADA SCHOOL JOURNAL. )
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UNIVERSITY FEDERATION.—No. 1.

BY F. R. BEATTIE, M.A., B.D., PH.D., BRANTFIRD.

ho submission of the proposed draft of University Fedoration,
marks a most important stage in tho progress of Higher Education
in the Province. The question merits careful consideration; for
the plan now adopted, will affect the form and efliciency of our
system for the future. To bind together hitherto isolated insti-
tutions doing University work, is in itself a very desirable thing,
if, while doing so, no injustice is done to any of them, and at the
same timo the interests of Higher Education advanced in the
Province.

Looking at the proposed scheme in its general outlines from the
position of Toronto University, thereis very much to be said in
favour of the consolidation the scheme implies. To have one
degree-conferring power for the Province will secure uniformity in
the valuo of the degrees, and raise the standard to a higher degree
of excellence. Then an able University Professoriate supported
by public funds, yet available for all the students of the Federated
Colleges, will vastly strengthen the teaching power of our system,
and give all the benefit of public funds, without raising the vexed
question of State Aid to denominational Colleges. The general
principle of the scheme is good; and, unless there be very serious
practical difliculties in the way, its adoption would benefit all and
injure nono.

The question whether Ontario needs, or can support, more than
one well equipped University is one about which there is difference
of opinion. Queen’s University thinks it will be the best to have
more than one, especially if Kingston be one of the centres.
Toronto, Trinity, Victoria Universities, with Kuox, McMaster,
and Wickliff Colleges have all adwmitted more or less distinctly in
accepting the Federation principie with the centralization it in-
volves, that our purposes will be best served by a single central
thoroughly equipped Provincial institution. It is more than doubt.
ful if the wise men on the University question are in the east.

That the Province of Qntario can now, or will ever, be able to
support more than one really efficient University is at least very
questionable. There is a greater number of students attending any
of the larger British or Continental Universities than in all ours
together, and it is not at all likely that many students would he
deprived of a University were there only one centre.  The experi-
ence of those who graduate from Torouto is that many parts of the
Province remote from Toronto are better represented than even
Torontorand its vicinity. Then to provide a proper library,
chemical and physical apparatus, as well as an ablestaff of instruct-
ors, requires large expenditure. Neither the public exchequer,
nor the private purse, is sufficient to give us more than one, that
shall enable us to hold our own with other countries. To unite
pnblic and private funds, as the scheme provides for, will give us
the best article at the least cost.

The autonomy of the Colleges will be preserved, so thatno one
of them will lose its individuality. All will stand as honored
daughters of an hoaourable mother, each giving aid and shedding
lustro on the other, in a truly Provincial System. Compensation
for loss sustained by removal is only just; and in granting it the
Legislature will be supported by the people of the Province. If
sectional views, political bias, and. ecclesiastical leanings are laid
aside, and broad generous views taken, a splendid University
System is now possible for Ontario,

Look out for announcements of premiums and prizes by the
CANADA SCHOOL JOURNAL.

Gxamination Papers.

SECOND CLASS PROFESSIONAL EXAMINATIONS
AT THE ONTARIO NORMAL SCHOOLS,
DECEMBER, 1884.

1. Reaving (zusony)—Iixaminer: J. F, Wi,

L ““The fact is, that the object, word, sentonce, scri
phonic methods form onoe truo method in teaching reading,
Give your views in regard to the above statement.
Clearly explain (1) the sentence, {2) the phonic mothod, giving
the merits and the defects of each.
2. Rapidity and indistinctness are common faults in reading.
Show how you wouid endeavour tv correct thom.
3. Give the heads of a reading lesson for («) Class I, Part I, (b)
for Class IV,
4. State some rules to be observed for the proper rendering of
poetry.
MacBETH ;
Go bid thy mistress, whon my drink is ready,
She strike upon the bell, Get thee to bed.—
Is thisa dagger whichJ see beforo me,
The handle taward my hand ?—Como, let me clutch theo.
1 have thee not, and yot I see theo still.
Art thou not, fatal vision, sensible
To feeling as to sight? or art thou but
A dagger of the miud, a false creation,
Proceeding from the heart-oppressed brain?
1 see thee yet, in form as palpable
As this which now I draw.
Thou marshall’s* me the way that I was going;
And such an instrument I was to use.—
Mine eyes are made the fools o’ the other senses,
Or else worth all the rest: 1 see theo still;
And on thy blade and dudgeon gouts of blood,
Which was not so before.—There’s no such thing:
It is the bloody business which informs
Thus to mine eyes.
(a). What feelings and qualities of voice should mark the deli-
very of this passage? Noie specially any changes in modulation.
(b). Inlines 3, 8, 14, 16, 18, underline the words requiring
emphasis. :
(¢). Indicate by means of upright dashes the rhetorical pauses
in lines 3, 10, 11, 15, 16.
{d). Mark the appropriate inflections of ¢ Go.” line1; ‘‘dag-
ger,” line 3; “cluteh,” line 4; ““fatal vision” line 6; *‘thing,”
line 17.

‘)t, and

)

-

I1. Pracricar Excrisit—Examiner: J. DoNOvAN.

1. Briefly discuss the relative merits of the following forms :—
The house is being built,
The house is building.
2. Distinguish—alone, only; character, reputation; healthy,
wholesome ; vice, sin ; ability, capacity.
_ 3. Mention some of the common faults in speaking and in writ-
mng.
4. Indicate the pronunciation of the following words :

Acoustics, Florist, Tivelong,
Canine, Gallant, Obscurity,
Discern, Inquiry, Satiety,
Elm, Lieutenant, Wont.

5. Correct or improve the following sentences :

His manners were, in truth, not always of the most amiable des-
cription.

He blames it on his brother.

Was the master or many of the pupils in the room?

These orders being illegal, they are generally communicated
verbally.

Ho enjoys bad health.

There is in Boston tho Widow of a French gencral who lives by
grinding an organ.

6. Re-write, correctly punctuated:

A simpleton meeting a philosopher asked him what affords wise
men the greatest pleasuro turning on his heel the sage replied to
lgct rid of fools.
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EXAMINATION FOR ADMISSION TO THE BRITISH
TRAINING COLLEGES, DECEMBER, 1884.

ALGEBRA AND MENSURATION.

Tunree Houns ALLOWED FOR THIS PAPER,

Candidates avo not permitted to answor more than nine ques-
tions in Algoebra, nor mero than three in Mensuration,

The solution must be given at such length as to be intelligible
toltho Exauiner, otherwise the answer will be considered of no
valuo.

ALGEBRA.

1. Prove that the cube of the sum of any two quantities exceeds
the sum of the cubes by three times their product multiplied by
their sum.

Point out tho completeness of the nlgebraical proof in compari-

son with the arithmetical result obtained by substituting numboers
for letters,

Find the value of—
2+ 20y Fy3—2?

where =3, y=2, x=1,
2. Multiply e} 4-aatd -+ 126803 416080t 41608
by af +dadpd4 a3,
3. Resolve into elementary factors—
(32~ ) —(a - 3y)*
and x* - (a-0)23 +abla +b)x - a®b?
4. Simplify— ’

¢+ R W R T
© Y 17+1 ;I"l —4y(x-y)

show that—
=0 {x-) (c—e)(x—a), (x—a){x-D)_
(@=0) (@a=¢) " (b=—¢) (b—a)" (c—u)(c=b)y
5. Find the square root of—
W2(p— )2 + (Pt —2pg+301)e* - 2(p - q)g* x4t
6. Find the G. C. M. of—
o = x4 = 374 1dar ~ 16 and 25420t = 3% -2 16.
7. Solve the equations—
@ de—(a4b) 3x—(a+te) .
dr—(c+d)  dx—(b+d)
@~ 6 5

8. Find the pth term and the sum of p terms of an arithmetical
progression, of whicly the first term is ¢ and b is the common
difference.

In an arithmetical progression of 2n+1 terms the sum of the

1.
odd terms = 1::‘;— times the sum of the even terms,

9. Aratio of greater inequality is diminished by adding the
same quantity to cach term.

A takes (n-+p) steps in a minute, B takes () stops, but (n—p)
of B'asteps=n of A's steps ; find the number of his own steps by
which B will beat A in a run that lasts (n} minutes.

10. A manufacturer sells goods at a profit of 25 per cent. on his
outlay ; by doubling his outlay he produces twice as much, but
owingy to a fall in prices he makes the same actual profit as before ;
find che reduction per cent. in price.

MENSURATION.

The =aswers need not be carried boyond two places of decimals.
p
[Figures explanatory of the solution should be drawn.]

1. To paint the outside of a cistern G feet long, 5 fect wide,
4 feet deep (including the cover) at 6d. per square foot costs 4s.
11d. more than to paint the inside, find the thickness of the
cistern.

2. What proposition of the first Book of Euclid cnables us to
find the area of a trinngle ?
. The area of an isosceles triangle 8 feet high is 48 square feet;
find the lengths of the rides and the base.

3. A circular target has a contral apot, surrounded by three
concentric rings of such breadths that the avea of each=tho orea
of the central spot ; show that the radius of tho contral spot is
cqual to one-half the radius of the target.

4. Draw a plan and find the area of a fiold from the subjoined

notes taken from the field book, which gives the measuremeut
in links,
to}D

1776
%6
600
226

From A

wnvm——

to C 200
to B 225

to E 320

Practical Bepariment,

BAD EFFECTS OF CHEAP BREAKFASTS ON HUNGRY
SCHOOL BOYS.

The London Educational Times refers as follows to one phase of
the results of the cheap breakfasts now being provided for starve-
ling pupils.

A contemporary comments on a letter showing that even a Board
school teacheris recovering his natural humour. He makes ‘‘serious
complaint ”’ against the new-fangled feeding scheme.

‘It is, it appears, exerting a very serious influence on school
discipline. Here, for example, ‘is one of my *“ small pupils” xho
has not been used to a liberal diet. Usually he has a free break-
fast of air, and sits with a pale face, and never stirs or speaks the
whole morning long.” A perfect model of a quiet, orderly school-
boy was this youngster until he began to go to these demoralizing
hot breakfasts, and now he has taken to smiling and chatting, and
has to be cautioned with respect to his unruly behaviour several
times in the course of a morning. Alfre, it seems, is seven years
old, and his father has been out of work for many months. ‘He
is the bay,” observes the teacher, *who in reply to my question,
‘““what is a holy place 7” said, ‘it is where the draught comes in.”
He was evidently thinking of his jerascy.” Hitherto the holy places
in his garments and the empty condition of his stomach have been
effectual in keeping down any useful exuberance of spirits, and
have rendered him a small person of a meck and quiet demeanour.
These freo breakfasts, however,, scem to be operating like beans
upon a young horse, and this we are given to understand is but a
fair illustration of what is observed wherever this new movement
is in operation. Those good folk who have so long and so dismally
been lifting up their voices against the estravagance of our Board
school system would do well to look to this. Depend upon it, this
hearty breakfasting means more expense, One teacher obviously
cannot manage half so many children if all the good and quiet ones
are to be metamorphosed in this troublesome fashion. Cautioned
several times in a morning, indeed ! and merely because the little
ragamuffin has had a breakfast that has rendered him easy and com-
fortable. Why, what would such children become if they were to
get three or four good hearty mealsa day? Can there be a doubt
that the teaching staft would have to be largely augmented.”

CHOREA AND ITS CAUSES.

A most able and temperate article appears in the Lancet of last
week, which it would be well if every elementary teacher, espe-
cially @very teacher of girls, should carefully ponder. It refers to
the cases of St. Vitus’ dance, which have come under the observa-
tion of Dr. Sturges, of the Hospital for Sick Children, and to the

part which schooling may be suspected to play in the development
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of that distressing complaint. Out of 200 cases of the discase
(technically called chorea) Dr. Sturges was able in 79 to traco to
its origin.  And one in six of theso he has found to be due to the
pressure of oducation, Thoe discase does not occur among the
most destituto clusses as a rule, but rather among the better fed
children of the Lundon operatives, su that deficiont nutrition is in
this class of cases larguly eliminated from tho predisposing causes.
And of the lessons to which the writor is able to trace the special
cause of worry, he dous nut hesitate to specify sums, It happens
that in cases of chorea the peccant cause is often betrayed by the
uncontrollable tears that follow the mention of it; and in the
instance of the child on whose caso Dr. Sturges onters into the
fullest details, he not only found that arithmetic had brought on
the complaint, but that the rule which had broken down the
nervous systom had been long division, and long division pressed
home when, by some accident, neither multiplication nor short
division had been previously gone through. ‘The ductur took the
trouble to puz the patient through the process of working a sum,
and he describes the process in graphic and pathetic terms in a
passago which deserves a place in school classics. The moral he
draws from this and other similar cases is the extrems iwmportance
of teachers being taught to recognise the first symptoms of this
disease, lust that which is perfectly curable in its earlior stages
should develop inte a fatal, or at least an incurable, malady
through pressure or severity which would never be inflicted if the
condition of the child were understood. —London School Guardian.

ExaMiyatioxns.—A committee of the Milwaukoe School Board
recently declared their opinion that *“ an unnecessary prominence
hus been given to examinations in the management of all the city
schools.” The committee further held that * the general result of
these practices is the over-excitement and worry of pupils and
teachers, the stimulus they furmsh for occasional excess of appli.
cation and brain exhaustion, and the false standard they create of
the true end of study and the real value of knowledge.” This
view coincides with that of many intelhgont persons who have
given the matter thought. Many pupils have been almost mentally
wrecked by the cramming process, and their nervous system im-
paired by the ordeal of examinations.—Current, Chicago.

Graded classification can be so reduced to a system that the
child is furgutten when he 18 the only ubject worthy of a consider-
ation. The weliare of the child, his personul progress, his necds
and nccessities, must be first regarded, even if beautiful plans and
perfcet’ organization must be destroyed.  System is a grand thing
when man is the master, controlling and directing it ; but when 1t
becomes master and man becomes the slave, he 1s forced and driven
by a bondage that degrades and destroys his persouality. The
great German teacher once said, ““Iam the system.” None the
less ought every teacher in the land to assert his individuality and
break the shackles that hamper and prevent good school work.—
H, H. Seerley. Oskaloosa, Towa.

Nover under-eatimate your powers. Itis ag bad to over-estimate
them, The world is 50 cunstituted that 1n trade no une ever pays
a cent more than is charged for goods, never suspects there is more
in weight or measure than is charged for, and- never thinks for a
moment of estimating & man at more than he values himself, It
will discount a man of large pretension, and will give due credit to
a man whom it finds sincere in self-appreciation ; but the man who
underrates himself is usually discounted from his estimate oven.
Sincerity is tha best poasible rule in claiming value for goods
or character, and no one needs it more than the teacher.—.Ameri-
can Teacher.

Educational Jlotes and fetos,

The following important resolutions were passed at the Conven-
tion of the Peel County Teachers’ Association recently :—

1. That this Asdsocintion desires to expross its satisfaction with
the new programmo for the High Sehoul Entranco Examinations,
being, on tho whole, a great improvemoent upon the old one; but
would respectfullly suggest that the time allotted to mauny of the
pupers at both the Entrauce and the Teachers' Examinations be -
creased, in order thas slow writers and thinkers who may be m
other respects woll qualified may not be placed at so great a disad-
vantage as at presont. °

2. That in tho opinivn of this Association, the quarterly pay-
ment of teachers’ salaries should be made obligatory upon all
school corporatious.

3. That all teachers should be by law required to becomo and con.
tinue members of the Teachers’ Associations of the counties or
citios in which thoy respectively reside.

4. That this Association desires to express its warm approval of
the action of the Hon., the Minister of Education, in appuinting
two such experienced and competent educationists to assist in con-
ducting Teachers’ Institutes throughout the Province.

5. That the Secrotary be instructed to send a copy of the four
proceding resolutions to the Hon., the Minister of Education.

6. That the annual meeting of the Association be held in Bramp-
ton ; but that, in order to sustain local interest in convention
work two section meetings be held in the autumn months ; one at
Streotsville and the other at Caledon East.

7. That a committes be appointed to assist the Inspector in con-
ducting the half-yearly Promotion, Examination,

8. That the membership fco of the Association be one dollar to
ladies and gentlemon alike} and that the sum of %1.30 from the
funds of the Association be paid towards the subscription of each
member to either the Scuoon Jounrway ot the Educational Waekly.

From a report of the Education Department of Great Britain,
it appears that the result of the Queen’s Scholarship Examinations
for admission to training colleges and the teaching professivn is as
follows :—2,197 males presented themselves for examination m
Eugland, Wales and Scotland, of whom 393 were placed in the
lirst class, 829 in the second, and 217 iu the third, while 7568
failed. Of the 3,515 fomale candidates examined, 714 were placed
in the first class, 1,371 in the second, and 318 in the third, while
the failures amounted to 1,111.  About one-third of both maleand
female caudidates failed to pass the examination,

Of tho thirty-two candidates who tried the entrance examination
to Fergus High School thirteen were successful. The youngest
successful pupil, and the first, second and third of the successful
pupils all came from the same school —No. 2, West Garafraxa.

The first bomshell in the Stratford Town Council occurred over
the appoiutment of a High School trustece. Mr. Idington, for
some time past, has had trouble with the Board and teachers, over
some imaginary grievance in connection with his son who was at-
tending school, and wrote several letters, dealing with the matter
in dispute in full. There was a desire on the part of some that he
should be placed upon the Board, where it was thought that he
would make things hot for all around, and on Monday night Mr.
Butler moved that ho be trustee. DMr. Brown and Mr. Steet were
put up against him. The vote stood for Brown, 8; for Steet, 9.
After these gentlemen were disposed of, the motion for Mr.
Idington was put to the meeting, and it carried by a vote of 11
to 2.—AMitchel Advocate.

Guelph Business College is meeting with great success under
Principal MacCormnack and his cfficient staff of teachers. The at-
tendance this year at the College is very large.

The teachers of Peel County held their regular semi-annual
Convention on 22nd and 23rd January.

The Orangeville Adrertiser says :—The teacher, the inspectorand
the trustees of Goderich Public School are having quite a quarrel
among themselves, and are ventilating their griovances in the
newspapers.

Mis. J. R. Smith, of Brussels, was elected school trustee on 8th
January. Great interest was taken in the election and alarge voto
polled.

The Markdale Standard says:—*¢Thore aro cighty pupils in
Markdale School section, who are liable to be fined for non-attend.
anco at school for 1884,
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Since the opening of the Woudstock High Schiool a few weeks
ago 113 pupils havo been enrolled.  These have been arranged in
four forms. Two students are reading the first years” work of
Toronto Univorsity, and a considerablo mumber are preparing for
Matriculation in arts and Medicine und for teachors’ certiticates.

Wo are sorry to record the deata of James B, Deunnis, late
Principal of Woodstock Model and Publie Schools. Mr. Dennis
was an able and successful teacher, and was highly esteemed by
his fallow-teachers and pupils, by whom his luss is deeply re-
grotted, as well as by tho many friends he has made in the town
and vicinity. His funeral was very largely attended,

Personal.

Miss Jessie McKenzie, late teacher of 8.8, No. 17, Moore, has
been presented with a beautiful set of dishes by her appreciative
pupils.

Mr. McDowell is said to bo winning favourable opinions from
his pupils in the Kirby Public School.

Mr. J. H. Bradly, who has been -or some yeara the eflicient
teacher of the Stewarttown Public School, has resigned.  Mr, P,
J. Reid, of Campbellsville and Miss Dagmar B. Cotter, of Burling-
ton, now conduct the school.

S Mis.;s Roe has been appointed to a positon in the Napance High
chool.

Mr. O’Connor, of S.8. No. 2, Ennismore, was presented by his
pupils with a writing desk and an appreciative address on leaving
tho school and town a few weeks since.

The Granger school trustces have securcd the services of Miss

Kylo «or 1885, Miss Kylo comes well recommended—-Dufferin
Advertiser.

Miss Ada M Hamilton, formerly a student in Movnt Forest and
a teacher in Hanover, Cedarville and ovther placss, has obtamed
the position of Superintendont vf Public Educativn for the County
of Galatin, Montana,

“Visitor” writes to the Charlottetown Latriot in warm praise of
the ability of Miss Micy McLzod, *¢the clever little teacher” of
the Belfast Public School.

Mr. Neil MecLeod, Principal of the Divies School, Smnmerside
{P.E.L) has been lecturing with success on ** The Gospel or Teach-
ings of Carlyle.” d

Elora High School is prospering under the present teachers, Mr,
A. B. Davidson and Miss Barbara Foote.

_ Miss Jennic Carter, of Galt, has been engaged to teach a school
in Beverly, near Glyde.

Mr. Barker has been re-appointed on the High Schuol Board in
Orangevillo.

Mkr. Steele, Head Master of the High School, informs us th: . he
does not permit corporal punishment to be inflicted in tho szhool.
So soon as he learned that a new teacher had troduced the
“rawhide” he at once ordered it to be put uway.—Urangetille
Advertiser. Mr. Stecle is on the right track.

Miss Clarke and Miss Keo have been appointed to fill the

positions in the Guelph Public School, last year occupted by
Misses Rennie and Kilgour.

Torrespondence.

ORDER IN A CLASS versts ORDER IN A SCHUUL.

—

To the Editor of the CaANADA ScHOOL JOURNAL,

Str,—In reading school periodicals and listening to lectures on
educational topics, we frequently meet with the phrase, ** Order in
& Class.” Those teachers of teachers who thusspeak and write scem
to know how to keep order in @ class, but if they know as much
about order in a school as they do about ocder in a class, they never
tell.  Now it must bo conceded that but a small percentage of the
teachers.in-training ecither in the Normal Schools, or in the differ-
ent Model Schools throughout the country will, when their train-
ing is accomplished, take chargo of a class—most of them will take

chargo of a school and not of a cluss merely. We, teachors who
have schools averaging from forty to sixty or soventy pupils daily,
know that 1t is of very little use for us to have order in « class; wo
must have order in a school, otherwise we cannot succeed,

Having made these abservations, I have no suggestions to oitor
at present, but would like sumie one who 18 an authonity on the
subject, to auswer the following questions :—

(1). Is it not possible to make such chunges in the training of
teachers in the Normal and Model Schools as would nluke thoese
teachers competent to dischargo the duties of a country school
more efticiently than at present {

(2). Is it not possible for the Priucipal of a Normal or Model
School to put all his pupils in one room and shew the teachers-in-
training how to conduct a school while teaching a class ?

Yours trvuly, ExqQuinknr.

A REAL GRIEVANCE.

To the Editor of the CaNapA SuHOuL JOURNAL.

S1z,—Kindly allow me space in the Jousxarn to draw attention
to one of the many grievances that teachers, in tho rural districts
of Ontariv, have to complain of. I mean the ouce-a-year system of
payments. It is a crying shame to our fair country that so cruel
an mjustice should be intlicted on any class of our population,
THAT teachers should be made, from year to year, to suffer from a
practice so unreasonable, indicates a state of affairs anjust in the
extreme. It is true they receivo two small grants during the year,
but these are next to nothing to a man having a family to support;
and cannot in any wag be urged as an txcuse for the continuance
of this outrageous custom. There is only one remedy for the evil,
and that should be immediately applied.  Let it be made compul-
aory that trustees pay their teachers at least quarterly and the evil
is remedied. There is no use in anything else, if the suffering
teachers of Outavio are to be relioved from a burden under which
shey have patiently groaned for many years. We have had enough
of the uptivnal business, and think 1t Ingh tume the teacher’s con-
dition received a little attention at the hands of our educational
legislators. Yours fraternally,

County Wellington, Jany. 26, 1885, TEACHER.

THE SUPERANNUATION FUND.

1o the Editor of Tur Caxaba ScHOOL JOURNAL.

Sii, ~Permit me to offer a few remarks on the Superannuation
Fuand.

Tt appears to me that the majority of the teachers of tho Prov-
ince take no interest in the matter, otherwise it would be move
warmly discussed, and therefore I beg leave to offer wy vpinions,
at present, and hope that my fellow-teachers will take the matter
into consideration and give it that carnest attention which it
deserves.

My views on the subject are contained in the following scheme
of superannuation. which I submit for discussivn. I believe that.—
1. Every teacher should be superannuated after twenty-five years’
teaching, and all who have already taught that length of time
should be superannuated. 2. Superannuated teachers should be
paid an annuity of §300. 3. Male and female teachers should be
be compelled to pay the annual dues for the support of the fund.
4. Teachers quitting the profession before fifteen years should
forfeit all moneys paid towards the fund. 5. Teachers quitting
the profession after fifteen years' teaching, hut before twenty-five,
should be paid an annuity twenty-five years after entering the
profession, equal to as many twenty-fifths of $300 as they ** will
have taught years.” 6. The annual dues sheuld be iucreased to a
sum that would warrant the payment of thé aunuity mentioned
in 2. The object of the foregomng schemo is to suggest a plan of
supcrannuation that will give to teachers who have spent the best
part of their lives in the profession, a means of support after
twenty-five yems’ service. Trusting the plan may be discussed
and improved, kecping in view the main object, viz., superannu-
ation after twenty-five years’ service, I remain,

Yours truly,
VERITAS.

“Men are God's trees, and women are God’s flower's,” is the
only good thing, so the critics say, in Tennyson’s latest drama,
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Sliscellancous.

DON'T BURY ME DEEP.

(Tt is said that the follewing touching lines were inspired by an
actual oceurrence.  Years ago there lived in Towanda, New York
State, aVeautiful girl called Mary Means.  Colonel Means was her
father. He was a widower, and when his child began to gradually
sink under the cffect of the remorscless disease of consumption,
he spent much of his time at her bedside.  Her feinale companions
made the situation comfortable.  She passed away as casily as pos.
sible.  She made one request, and oft repeated it to her father in
the presence of friends, and in the silent watch of him whose
heart was bursting with anguish. It wis * Don’t Bury me Deep,
Papa.”)

Lift me a bit in my bed, father,
Press your warm lips to my check ;
Put your arm under wmy head, father—
I am sv tired and wenk.
I can not stay lung awake now—
Many a night I shall sleep. -
Pramise one thing fur my sake, now—
Don’t let them bury me deep !

Cover my head with flowers, father,
Those I so well luved to sce.

Sv in the long lonely hours, iather,
They !l be companions for me.

I T should wake in the night, then
Their lips wy sad fuce would sweep,

Make my grave cheerful znd Lright, then
Dot Jet them bury medeep !

When to the church you all wa, father,
At the sweet Sunday bell's tone,

T shall be dreary you know, father,
Lying out there alt aloae

Hang iy bird near ia the tree then—
Watch uver me he wil? keep s

He will sinig sweet hiyvmus to me, then—
Don't let them bury me deep?

Call o me when'er you pass, father,
Where by your side J eft ran :

Put your tace down an the grass; father,
Near to @y own as ¥ ean.

I7 T could 2ok up atd Lear yon,

» Intn your wami anasc I woid erep g

Let sue scmcetimes nestle e o

Dan't let them bury me deep?

Tk ¥ wha hus cotse for e now, father,
Stawdinne near to wy faed |
S cate 18 Kissing wy brow, father—
Mz, 1 thouzh you were dead !
Sec. shie s stiling bnglit ta yay,
Jocke i for Fau tet to wWeep,
Tis nest genei-hye, but reend night, to you—
They caunot bury e sdeep ?
Will Carl.

A CITY IXN THE AIR
Ninety miles west of Albuquenque, in New Alexicn, isperhaps the
most remarkable town in the United States. It is the puchlo of
the Acamas, placed «n a hutte 400 fert above the walley.  Inin.
accessibility it has for three conturies been a Gibimitar of safety
to the dcomas. .\ enrespondent of the Lawrence Journal thus
describies the aseent :
“*There are two means of ascent, sne by a flizht of steps -ut
into the wall and rising at an angle of forty-three degrees, and the

other by a fissure in the rocks leading up into the meuntain Doth

ways have been trodden by hundreds of feet until the steps are
hollow troughs.  Either one is exceedingly difticult, and neither is
tolerably safe.  'We chose the one along the fissure.

*With all the danger and fatigue, it is a laughable sight to see a
person—someother person—make the ascent. One has tostride over
the fissure, one fout on the right-hand side and the other on the
left, andat the same time press the hands alternate against tho
rocks for support.  An Indian will throw a live sheep around his
neck and go up quite rapidly without touching cither hand to the
rocks ; but Lam satisfied T could never do it

*“They told us of a pathetic incident that occurred on the outer
stairway several generations ago. Several men started up, each
with a sheep on his back. When nearly to the top the sheep
carried by the foremost man bhecamno restless, and the shepherd in
trying to hold it fast lost his footing, and in falling swept his com-
panions over the precipice, and they all fell on the rocks at the
foot in a lifcless heap.  The Indians have carved a representation
of the accident on a rock near where it occurred, which scarcely
serves to steady the nerves of these who go by that route.

““The tup of the clevation is level, and contains an area of sixty
of seventy aeres. At one side stands the pucblo, a blunt pyrunid
of adobe and stone honcycombied with rooms ; at the other the
church and graveyanl, and near the centre a pond of pure water
thirty feet in depth and several yards in extent.

“The priest was made acquainted with the object of our visit, and
the ringing of the church bell brought the inhabitants of the village
arennd us.  Vhen they understood that the title to their lands
was in question and we had come to take testimony, they showed
great interest, and discussed the various points invelved with re-
markable intelligenee, considering their lmited apportunitics for a
kuewledge of law.  As nightfall came on 2 number of the men who
had been at wark in the valley cane up, bringing delicious peaches
and arapes, which we were glad to aceept, in view of the meager
preparations for supper.  We slept in the church, wrapped up in
our Navaju blaukets, and never felt more secure or happicr in our,
lives.

* When the gray dawn peered through the little mica wirdow-
panes it revealed great roof beams more than a foct in diameter
wndd thirty or furty feet dung, and through the open tower a bell
that was cast in 1710, How these immense timbers and this bell
were hroughe up o the top of this Clitf no ene living knows The
Indiaus stiake their heads and the priest shakes his, but a0 one
ventures an opinion.  The timbers are there, hawever, as witnesses
and morning and nicht, as the seasons come and goand generations
pass away, the lell speaks for itself in the silvery toues that
pleasad its fuander in fareff Sjain when King George was on the
threne,  The adobos-—or the earth of which they were made—were
bronght up froaa the valley alse, for the tope of the hutte was a bald
ook in the beduning,  And the ecarth for the graves cane the
sune way, requiring forty years, the priest said, to complete the
wraverard. It is the anly completed graveyard I have ever seen.
The «ld priest seenzed very happy in the charge of his flock, and his
fluck scetned happy in pessession of him,™

— -

A DORE DEFEATED BY THE IRON DUKE.

A writer in ““ Harper's™ tells a good story of the way in which
the Duke of Wellington put to ignominious flight a most pertina-
civus bore who had invented a ballet-procf cuirass upon which ko
claimmed that the safety of the British army depended, and which
he carzied abwut with hitn and cxhibited at all times and in all
places :—

* Had this been all, he would soon have been disposed of ; but,
unluckily, he had crntrived to interest in his in-ontiun ono or two
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of tho Duke's personal friends, and to get from them letters of re-
commendation which even Wellington could uot easily disregard.

¢ Something must clearly be done, huwover; for, although the
fellow had hitherto been kept at bay, he wak evidently determined
to give the Duke no peace till the matter had been fully gone into.
For a moment Wellington locked so grim that the seerctary began
to hope for the order, which he would gladly have vbeyed, viz, to
kick the inventor into the street forthwith,  But the next instant
the iron face cleared again, and over it played the very ghost of a
smile, like a gleam of winter sunshine upon a precipice. Show
him in,* said he, briefly.

*“The observant secretary noted both the tone and the smile that
aceq.apanied it 3 and heinwardly decided that it would have been
bettes for that inventor if he had not insisted on sceing the Duke.
I came the great discoverer—a tall, slouching, shabby, slightly
red-nosed man, with a would-be jaunty air, which gave way alittle,
however, before the ¢ Iron Duke'’s’ penctrating glance.

¢ ¢Tam glad to think that your Grace appreciates the merits of
my invention,’ said he, in a patronizing tone. ¢ They are, indeed,
too important to be undervalued by any great commander. Your
Grace cannot fail to remember the havec made by your gallant
roops at Waterloo among the French cuirassiers, whose breast-
plates were not bullet-proof ; whereas, if ——

** Have you got the thing with you #" interrupted Wellington.

‘“The inventor unwrapped a very showy looking cuirass of
polished steel, and was just beginning a long lecture upon its
merits, when the Duke cut him short by asking :—

“ ¢ Aye you quite sure it is bullet-proof ?’

¢ ¢ Quite sure, your Grace.’

¢+ Put it on, then, and go and stand in that corner.” The other
woenderingly obeyed.  *AMr. Temple,” shouted Wellington to his
sccretary, ¢l the sentry outside to load with ball cariridge, and
come in here to test this cuirass.  Quick, now ¥

¢ But quick though the secretary was, the inventor was quicker
still. The moment he realized that he hiad been set up there on
purpose to be fired at, and {o be shot dead on the spotif his cuirnss
turned out to be not bullet-proof after ali, he leaped headlong
through the upen window with a yell worthy of a Blackfoot Indian,
and, darting like a rocket acrosa the court yard, vanished through
the outer gateway ; nor did the Duke of Wellington, from that
day forth, ever sec or hear of him again.”

HE WAS APPRECIATED.

A San Francisco paper tells of a well-known member of that
caanunity, now dead, who, when State senator, was engaged in
some very radical measures which sorely cut into, many people
whom he thought were in need of reform. They abused him
thoroughly, but in his honesty he maintained the fight strengly.
A friend of his from the city visited lum in Sacramento while the
measures were pending.

* Well, what do they say of mein San Francisco i

“They don’t speak very well of you.”

“What do they say about me ? That's what I want to know.”’

$\Well, they say very rough things about you. I don't care
to—-"

“Speak it out.  Tell me how they talk.”

““They call you a liar, a scoundrel, a thief, an ignermmus, an
idint—cverything they can think of that's bad.”

* Ah,” said the Senator, rubbing his hands in glee, and chuck-
ling in perfect enjoyment, *¢ they fecl me, my boy, they fecl mo !

BILL NYE'S PHILOSOPHY.

To the young the future hzs a ruseato hue. The roseate hue
comes high, but we have to use it jn this place. To the young
there spreads out & glorivus range of possibilitivs.  After the youth
has indorsed for an intimate friend a few times, and purchased the
paper at the bauk himself later on, the horizon won't seem to hori-
zon so tumultuously as it did aferetime. I remember at one time
purchasing such a piece of accommodation paper at a bank, and
1stil haveit. Ididu’t need it any more than a cat needs eleven
tails at one and the same time.  Still the bank made it an object
to me, and I sccured it. Such things as these harshly knock the
fluff and bloom off the check of youth, and prompt us to turn the
strawberry-bux bottom side up before purchasingit. Youth is gay
and hepeful, ageis covered with experience and scars where the
skin has been kuocked off and had to grow on again. To the
young, a dollar looks large and strong but to the middle-aged and
the old it is weak and incflicient.  When we are in the heyday and
fizz of existence, we believe everything, but after awhile we mur-
mur, “What's that you're givin us,” or words of a like character.
Agr brings caution and a lot of shop-worn experiense purchased ut
the highest market price.  Time brings vain regrets and wisdom
teeth that can be left in a giass of water over night.—The Ingleside,

HOW TO CRUSH A CRITIC.

Mr. Robert Burdette, the humecurist, gives the following ac-
count of the mamier in which he crushes his journalistic enemies :

¢ Let me tell you how I write mean letters and bitter cditorials,
my boy. Sometimes, when a man hag pitched into me and cut me
up rough, and I want to pulverize him, and wear his gory scalp at
my girdle, and hang his hide on my fence, I write the letter or
editorial that is to do the business. I write something that will
drive sleep from his cyes and peace from his seul for six weeks.
Oh, I do hold him over a slow fire and reast him! Gall and
aquafortis drip from wny blistering pen.  Then, I don’t mail the
letter, and T don’t print the cditorial. There's always plenty of
timo to crucify a man.  The vilest criminal is entitled to a little
reprieve. I put the manuscript away in a drawer. Next day T ook
atit. Tho ink iz cold ; I read it over and say : I don't know about
this. There's a good deal of bludgeon and bowie-knife journalism
in that. I'll held it overa day longer. The next day I read it
again. I laugh, and say: Pshaw! and I can feel my checks
getting a little hot.  Thefact is, I am ashamed 1 ever wrote it, and
hope that nobody has seen it, and I have half forgotten the article
or letter that filled my soul with rage. I haven’t been hurt, I
haven't hurt anybedy, and the world goes right along, making
twenty-four hours a day as usual, and I am all the happier. Try
it, my boy.”

Question rawer,

A correspondent asks the following questions :—

1. Aro Dufferin, Cardwell, and Bothwell countics, and, if so
what are the Capitals of the two former? ’

2. How many citics are there in Ontario?

REPLY.

1. Dufferin is a county, Cardwell a township, and Bothwell a
village. The county town of Dafferin is Orangeville.

2. The cities of Ontarin are :—Belleville, Brantford, Guelph,
Hamiltun, Kingston, Londen, Ottawa, St. Catharines, St. Thomas

I:md Toronto. .
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1. Tt is between 2 and 3 o'clock, bat & person mistaking the
hands theught the time to be 55 mmutes carlier than it realy
was,  What was true time

Can there not be any number of answers to the above problem ¢

2, A and B engae to veap a ficld for 31, A could reap it in
99 days, and they require to finish it in five days, in consequence
of which they were culiged to get C to hielp them for the last twa
days, and B received $3.75 less than he othernise would have done,
Ta what time wauld B or C veap the tield ¢

Avswens 7o QuEsTIoN, —In discharsing a gan, at what time does
it recoil, hefore or after the charge leavesit ! In etther case wha
canses the recoil { ‘The recaoil i3 hefore it leaves the san. The same
cause which projects the bullet forvad shoves the gun backward,

The ab ve auswer is not quite satisfactory as 1t gives no proof of
the first statement, and fiils in the second to explain what the
wogame catse 1 Phe sender, whose eard we have nushud if we
received it, sends a good solution of the ten acre guestion. We
ghall wait o little for a better auswer to the gun guestion,

Answers to questions in No, 2, (Jan. 12th, 1885

1. Why ave min drops round ¢ Becaase the particles of water
of which they are composed arve heild together by ecohesion s they
attract cach other, and thes armage themselves around & comuniont
centre.

2, *¢ All i not wold that wlitters.” —-Shakespeare,

““The paradise of fools.”"—Milten.

“CThe roilitee stone wathers uo mos<,” =Thontas Thszer,

¢ Men are Wt children of a larger growrh, " =Dryden.,
Burns 1% Q. Ont, WiLttase Wannge.
Mr. Widdell sends correct answer to question about 10 w:re tield.

All Sorts,

London 7'ruth mentivns a nobleman, who voted for making boy-
cottunyr o crimmal offence, yet last week took his custom away from
a buteher who opposed home agriculture by selling Now Zealand
mutton,

A Hartford man, now over 80 years of age, who has smoked for
wer sixty-geven years, has kopt an account of hig cigar expenses,
and finds that if he had invested the same sum every mx mouths
and placed it at compound interest, he would now have $200,000 to
his credit.

Mr Lawrence Burrett speaks onthusiastically of Robert Brown-
mg. YA grand type of manliosd * he says; ‘‘a magnificent
writer; broad, raddy, net too tall ; with snowy hairand moustache

nd goatee beard ; courtly, gracivus, a perfect talkor, and always
poetical in his thoughts.”

At a schna ] examination a clergyman was descanting on the
necessity of geowing np loyal and useful citizons.  Inorder to om-
phasizs his rem ks ho pointed to 2 large fliy hansing on one side
of the schonl-room, and xid: —¢* Boys, what ia that fhy for ' An
urchin who understood the condition of the room better than the
speaker's that arle, exclaimed ;¢ To hide the dirt, sir.”

No metal is capable of so much working and will so roward tho
labor put upou it as iron.  The following table will give sowme ides
of the value per pound:—

A pounl of gaodiron....... eeteteaneenaanaaseaannns $ .Oj
Apound of barstedl.....o..... C ereeaseeas weeianene . 15
Apaundafinch serows, . ooooevneinns ereeeeseaaiees 1.( 0
A pandof steel wire....voan.. teeenscaasaactenstes . 7.00
A p il of sewing nesdles. oo iiiiiriaitieaiaeaees . 14 00
A pouad of fishine hooks. . o.oooiviiian.. I ceeeen 50.00
A pouad of fewel serows.ooieieeaael et eeeesseses. 3.500.00

Apund of Bairspringld. . coieeicieiiiaiiinaaaaes veeee.. 16,000.00

A truly courngeuus man may be very much aimid; but he can
never act the part of a coward.  When the erisis comes, he will
nerve himself to actiom, and prove not that hie is fearbes:, but that
fear 1s his servaut, not his master.

Weller is dead 5 the intimste friend whose nawie Dichens
immortadized in ¢ The Prchwick Papers.™  Fully styled he wus
Captaun Charles Weller, zud he reached the awve of 85, ¢ ths
daughter, Mrs. Thompsoen,”™ says the Weordd (Londony, ¢ is an
artist of some repute ; but the celebrity of his granlinughter, Mys.
Butler Miss Ehzabeth Thompson:, was a source of great and
lentunate pride to theold gentleman. ™

An Amecrican lady speaking of tobogganing said ;=% My first
expericnce was very much the same sensation 1 should cxfu:ct t
feul, if 1 were suddenly dropped from the roof of a house ; hut
now I have learned to hold my breath aud cujoy the sport im-
mensely.

Success doesn’t happen. Tt is organized, priimpted, captured
by consecrated comnon sense. —Frances E. Willard,

“The SKpectator.” in the Christian Uwing pledges his word of
hunour as a Christian and a gentleman, that he copied with his
own pencil the following lines from the obituioy natices in a
columu of the Baltimore ¢ Sun™ :—

¢ I heard the angels caliing him
From that celestial shore
He flopped his wings, and away he went
To ke one ange! more.”
-1y his son.

1 believe the Lurd can save reporters,” said a New Haven
hallelnjah Iassie recently. T knew one who was converted.  He
1eft the business, aud afterwards followed an honest life.”

Meissemier's little picture *“The Vidette,” sold for §22,500.
Fifty years ago he was making drawings, which brought fram §4
ta 88,

Sume thouands of pounds of eandy liave been thrown in the
garhage scows, tewed omside the harbaur of New York, and com-
mitted to the deep sen, being condemnes on aceount of the peison-
ous materials used to give it colour and taste.  No doubt hundreds
of theusands of pounds, shoald go the same toad, finds its way
into tho stemachs of children, little anr big, .

It is reported that the decayed and dead parts of white moss,
abundant in Nweden and Norway, mnke amuch stronger paper than
can Le made fram wood pulp.

Literarp Revicly,

The Mitates of the Taenty-fonrth Annmal Convention of the Ontario
Tr v M3 52" ASanCIaTioN cottes 1o us fram the press of C. Blackote Robinson,
SJo.d o Stra, Torant . This repurt is especially valuable to teachers as

siving e in perman: nd fonts the addzesses and papers read before the
Conventien by the Minister of Tilnsdion, Prinesml Grang, Colonel TLW.
Parker, J. L Hughes, Go W Johneon, F. o . Michdl, W, Carlsle, avd AL T,
Knight. These papersall bear marks of carefnl preparation, are on live
welue etional 2opies, and will repay carefnl pernsal by teachers

Lisvaritares Dansn Conexnn, is 2 ok or pampblet of some 26 pages,
by I B Ferman & Co, Viitoria B.C. Inadditton to 2 large amount of
deweripive better press, it almnnds with beautiful illuxtetions of tawne,
hrhonrs, hadidings aud seenerv in the Pacifie Province,  The work is
deniznod to entablih and 5o daubt goes far towards doine so, thesirong pro-
prating with which the anthor sets out, that s other Provinee of Canada
Nas re<oarees great, vacied and inexhaastible, a ehimate g2 hedthful,
intipgoaating and spreeable: alvanding in eacellent harborrs, safe citrmnces
to navigalle strcams 21-d long stretehies of inland sea, or shelterad gulf,
connds, Tays end inletes such 2 wealth of econnic and precions metals,
timter, cost aud fish: nene for which nature has dene so tauch—and man
wlittle,”  We commend the work o all wha want informatien ateut the
Pacifle Provine,

Tk wers-Trove, for Young People, is 2 bright and attraetive Monthly,
patlishied by E. T Rellugg & Co., New Yorke  The Jauuary numberas to
hatd with rome fne illnstrations as well as readable sketehies and staries.

Tur Heposs, ot Gueer Funy Tanes for mny children, by Charles Kings-
tex evmmes tous frem the prees of Ginn, Heath & Co.  This chanming
reproduction of some of the most intermting clasdical legends an rimplo
and choir s English, needs no cammendation from us.  The illustrations
woe fine, and the paper and letter press of the best quality.

Tuy Mosvuey e aeni BroeTes, of OQntarin, for the manths of Octaler
andl Wevomber, has been veceived.  The publication was delayad in conse-
aquenee s § the pressire of work cansed by the extansive outbresk of small.
poxin Hungerdond,  Ju addition to a review of the general state of health
Aurivg the two mobiths, and uotes on the producing canses of the wmost
prevalent dizeases, this valualle report containx & health inap of Ontario,
and 2 ot of diazrams showing the six wmost prevalent diserses in each of
thie ten ditris Lint shich the provinee Bas been divided for the purpesd
aud the area aud percentage onder of their prevalenes,

. omaseen B8 _



