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Hudson's Bay, 55 DEVONSHIRE STREET
Journal 721, PoRTLAND PLACE
pg 4. •26th Novb: 1823.

T. BARRow, Esqr.
.&c. &c.

DEr.n SiR,-The interest taken by you in every branch of science con-
nected with the Maritime welfare of this Country and above all the maanner
in which you have pronoted the Progress of Arctic Geagraphy, and the
attempts to discover a North West Passage have encouraged me to lay
before you a plan for the prosecution of an Expedition over land to the
mouth of the Mc'Kenzie's River and thence along the Shore to the North
Western extremity of America.

I am well aware that the sympathy excited in the British Public by the
sufferings of those engaged in the late Journey to the Mouth of the Copper
Mine River and the humane repugnance of the British Government to a
like fate, even though they them selves might be ready to encounter it will
occasion many to startle at the mention of another Land Expedition.

I trust however to shew satisfactorily that in the proposed course similar
dangers are not to be apprehended, while the objects to be attained are
important at once to the Naval Character and to the Commercial Interests
of Great Britain.

On the former occasion the party left England without any previous
notice Either to the Traders residing in those parts of America or the
Indians, and without any preparation for its approach.

The Expedition and its objects were alike strange to those among whom
it came, and they not knowing in what estimation to regard either, it bad
to fight its way step by step against increasing obstacles while the animosity
then existing between the Hudson's Bay and the North West Company
rendered any assistance received from the one, a Source of Suspicion, and
Jealousy in the other.

From this cause originated the injurious reports spread by Mr. Weeks, to
which, may be mainly attributed the neglect and reluctance of the Copper
Indians, and many of the disasters which ensued.

Notwithstanding these disadvantages and the Labour attending the
obstructed navigation of the Copper Mine River, the difficulties encountered
during the voyage to the Sea and along the Coast were only such as Cour-
age and Prudence could surmount, and it was not till its return across the
Barren lands, that the Expedition experienced the horrors of Famine or
indeed any serious inconvenience. It had then to march through the most
dreary and desolate part of North America, where the want of fuel and
Herbage renders the animals few in number, and the Indians rare and pre-
carious visitors.

Nevertheless the party would probably have been able to procure sub-
sistence but for a sudden and premature Winter which caused every living
thing immediately to migrate to the South. The nature and resources of
the Country are now much better understood, the Rival Companies have
uriited, the Directors here are desirous of the prosecution of the inquiry ;
and its Agents abroad will be prepared by their order to assist and respect
those who may be appointed.

The navigation of the McKenzie's River is free from Ice at an early
period of the Summer and impeded only by one Rapid of any Consequence.
The posts in its vicinity are better supplied with Food, and continued a
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HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY CORRESPONDENCE.

considerable distance down the River; while the former Expedition has
established friendly relations with some of the Indian Tribes who frequent
that quarter.

The Country to the westward is also much less barren than that passed
on the former occasioa. From the report of the Indians Trees are found on.
the banks of the River to within a short distance from the Sea; and Fuel
is supplied by the drift wood on the shore-The climate is likewise less
severe the Soil more productive and both Men and Animals more abund-
ant; the Esquimaux also frequent this Coast and the experience of travel-
lers bas generally shown them to be a most peaceful and friendly People.

I have no doubt that through the means of an Interpreter who can be
procured from the Hudson's Bay Company a Communication may be opened
with them productive both of Information and Assistance. I would there-
fore propose that the Directors of the Combined Companys under the
Auspices and Instructions of His Majesty's Government should send out
Advices to their Agents in America this Season by way of Canada of the
approach of the Expedition; this Agent should be directed to provide
deposits of Provisions at every Post along the route from Canada to their
last Station on the McKenzie's River; he should also cause a Winter habi-
tation for the party to be constructed and stored with everything needful
at whatever place might be appointed: the means of transport should be
prepared at every Post and a party of Indian hunters held in readiness at
the Winter Establishment.

The Expedition consisting of two officers and twelve British Seamen or
Marines (in the selection of whom good marks men and Mechanics must be
preferred) should then leave England by the same route in the February
following, that in the beginning of 1825 and in consequence of these pre-
vious arrangements might easily reach the neighbourhood of the Sea during
the Summer of that year, and Winter at the proposed habitation. I would
suggest the Western extremity of the Great Bear Lake, as a convenient
Spot from the abundance of Fish and the friendly disposition of the Hook
and other Indian Chiefs while the distance from the direct course is so
trifling and the Ice in the Stream which connects the Lake and River breaks
up so Early that there can be no doubt of its being able to regain its course
before the latter becomes navigable.

It might perhaps be desirable that the Commander of the Expedition
should Winter as near as possible to the Sea, for the purpose of obtaining
the earliest intelligence of changes in the Ice and of opening communica-
tions with the Indians and Esquimaux to the North ward; but the point
already mentioned appears to me the most advisable Station for the bulk of
the Party.

The Ice in the McKenzies River usually breaks up about the 1Oth of June
and in the fcllowing Summer (1826) the Expedition in two Boats or Canoes
attended by such others as might be necessary either for protection or to
assist in Transport. as far as the mouth of the River should be prepared
immediately to follow it to the Sea and to take the earliest opportunity of
proceeding to the Westward receiving on board at the last moment all the
supplies they could carry.

It might perhaps be even possible to provide deposits of provisions along
a part of the Coast so as still to delay any encroachnent on their store. It
may be here well to notice that the boats proposed to be used should be sent
out from England by the next Hudson's Bay Ship to York Factory and for-
warded by the Company's servants to Fort Chipawyan in readiness; Canoes
should likewise be provided in case of accident to the Boats and as a further
resource a means of building a Boat from the wood on the banks of the
McKenzies River should be also sent. Should the Season be ordinarily
favorable the shore not very much indented nor jutting out veryfar to the
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Northward (which last does not appear probable) it is plain that the Expe-
dition would easily reach Icy Cape in the course of the same Summer, in the
Autumn of which a Ship might be directed to meet it at Kotzebues Sound
or any known part on the mainland of America northward of it, to bring
the Party home, or furnish it with supplies for their return by Land. It
may be matter of consideration whether it vould not be vell in co-o>peraticon
with the Expedition to cause a survey t- be made of the Coast between the
McKenzies and Copper Mine Rivers as well as from Repulse Bay to Point
Turn again.

The objects to be attaiied by the proposed Expedition are evidently the
determination of the Northern shores of America in a clearer and more
decisive manner than may probably ever be accomplished in those latitudes
by vessels, owing to the number of Islands and the difficulty of distinguish-
ing between a Strait and an Inlet.

The Commercial and Pilitical advantages to be ensured is the preserva-
tion of that portion of the (ountry which is maost rich in animals from the
encroachments of Russia and the preventing the Establishment of another
at some period perhaps a hostile Power on any part of the Northern Con-
tinent of America. I in- perhaps be permitted to add my opinion that it
belongs to the high c' ;cer which Great Britain has always maintained
not to allow herself to be anticipated by any other Nation in an object for
which she hai thought it worth her while to contend.

Should it be objected that the Expedition intended to sail in the Spring
under the order of Captn. Parry will if successful render the proposed
Land Journey unnecessary, I would observe that even supposing him to be
favoured with a Season as auspicious as that under which he explored
Lancaster Sound it is scarcely to be expected that he can attain a nuch
greater degree of Western Longitude than the mouth of McKenzies River,
before the close of the second Summer in which case the Party intended to
track the shore would be able to start a nonth or six weeks sooner than
the SeL would be navigable for larger vessels, while from the course sug-
gested to be pursued by Captn. Parry it is possible that the passage if
accomplished may be made in a higher latitude so as still to leave the Coast
open to the Investigation of Russia.

With regard to Captrn. Kotzebue I have little fear that he would be able
to forestal an Expedition sent out in the manner and at the time which I
have suggested.

The previous voyage to Behring's Straits will occupy one year. He is
then directed (if his instructions correspond with as has been reported) in
the first instance to re-survey a part of bis former discoveries and should he
succeed during the summer of 1825 in doubling Icy Cape, it is not likely
that he can afterwards in the sane season make much progress to the East-
ward. In 1826 the observation made with regard to Captn. Parry applies
with equal force to hii.

The land party would be able to set out at least a month or six weeks
before his ship could be clear of the Ice, and should it only succeed in reach-
ing the Longitude where the Rocky Mountains approach the Sea before it
is met by the Russians of which I think little doubt can be entertained a
considerable Track, and that the most valuable would still be secured to the
British Government and its Fur Trading Company.

It is plain from the letters from Admiral Krusenstern addressed to you
which Captn. Parry has shewn me, that the exertions of Russia are directed
to the increase of the Fur Trade and the extension of her Dominions in the
Northern part of America, but 1 arn gratified to perceive that with great
liberality of sentiment he recommends to you the course which I have pro-
posed.
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I have only to add that if any Expedition should be decided on, I beg to
offer myself for employment on that service.

I have,
(Signed) JOHN FRANKLIN.

Journal, DoWNING STREET,
VoL 721, 21st October, 1824.
p. 239.

J. H. PELLY, Esqr.

Si,-I am directed by Lord Bathurst to transmit to you the Copy of a
letter from Mr. Commssioner Barclay on the subject of the probable course
of the Boundary Line under the 7th Article of the Treaty of Ghent and
suggesting with the view of obviating the difficulties which present them-
selves that the Boundary directed by the Treaty of Ghent, to be established
should not be surveyed beyond the point where it shall intersect the 49th
parallel, and that from such point of intersection the said parallel, shall
form the Boundary Line according to the Treaty of 1818 and I am to re-
quest that you will favor me with any observations which the Hudsons Bay
Company inay be desirous of offering on the suggestions proposed by Mr.
Barclay.

I am,
Sir,

Your most obedient,
humble servant,

(Signed) R. WILMOT HORTON.

Journal 721, HUDsON'S BAY HoUsE,
P. 240. LONDON,

the 30th October 1824.
To

The Right honble
EARL BATHURST.

My LORD,-I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Mr. Horton's
letter of the 21st Instant addressed to Mr. Pelly transmitting copy of a
dispatch from Mr. Commissioner Barclay on the subject of the probable
Boundary Line with the United States of America under the Treaty of
Ghent, and requesting such observations as the Hudson's 'Bay Company
may be desirous of offering on the suggestion made by Mr. Barclay -

In compliance with this request I have to observe that if the Boundary
Line which Mr. Barclay supposes will be claimed by the American Com-
missioner were to be acceded to, the Communication between one consider-
able portion of the Hudson's Bay Company's Territories and the remainder,
and the communication of the greater portion of these Territories and of
the whole of His Majesty's other Indian Territory with Canada would be
entirely eut off-

This Communication is necessary for the conveyance of Merchandize and
intelligence to and from the Company's trading Stations and to the inhabi-
tants of the increasing Settlement at the Red river, and if this supposed
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Boundary Line was to be fixed, the American Government would possess
the Power of establishing Custom houses and levying duties on the British
Trade which would have to cross their Territory. It is therefore of the
most essential importance to the Trade of the Hudson's Bay Company and
to British interests, that this claim, if made, should not be acceded to on
the part of Great Britain.

With reference to the great body of the Waters of the Lake of the
Woods, or to the middle of the Lake ascertained by the intersection of
Lines drawn through its extreme length and breadth, the Rat-portage is
rather the N.E. than the N.W. point; but I may be permitted to observe
that wherever the N.W. point of the Lake may be the Line directed by
the Convention of 1818 to be drawn from that point South to the 49th
parallel of North Latitude is inconsistent and irreconcileable with the
middle of the Water Communication, being the Boundary Line fixed' by
the Treaties of 1783 and 1814, the question ought therefore to be deter-
mined with reference to the Spirit of these Treaties and to the practical
and legitinate interests of the two Nations.-The spirit of these Treaties
is evident, that the Water Communication to the Lake of the Woods should
be the boundary and be common to both Nations and the Convention of
1818 having fixed the 49th parallel of Northern Latitude to be the Northern
Boundary of the United States to the Westward of that Lake the American
Government can have no object in making the claim supposed by Mr.
Barclay, but that of obtaining the power of interrupting or oppressing the
Trade of British subjects between different parts of the British Dominions
I have therefore respectfully to submit on the part of the Hudson's Bay
Company that this claim ought not under any Circumstances to be admitted
by His Majesty's Government and I have only to add, that the Interest
and Convenience. of the Company would be duly provided for by the
adoption of the suggestion cf Mr. Barclay that the Boundary line should
not be surveyed beyond the point where it shall intersect the 49th Parallel
of Northern Latitude, and that from such point of Intersection the said
Parallel shall form the Boundary Line according to the Treaty of 1818. I
take this opportunity of calling Your Lordship's attention to a part of this
subject which may possibly have escaped the attention of the Commissioners
but which is of Mutual Importance to the subjects of both Nations.

Though the route in question along the boundary Line is merely a Water
Communication, yet wherever there are Rapids or Falls or other interrup-
tions to the Navigation and in Places where a considerable detour of a
River or long Promontory in a Lake can be cut off by making a portage or
transmit across the land, the boats and Canoes and their Cargoes are
transported across the Land and again launched. These portages from
natural causes can in many instances be made on one shore only, it would
therefore be extremely desirable to stipulate for the mutual free passages
of such portages, otherwise either Government, as the case may be will
have the power interrupting the Communication and of oppressing the
Trade of the subjt ; of the other Nation. I return enclosed the copy of
the Dispatch and tEe plan of the Lake of the Woods and

I have the honour to be, my Lord,
Your Lordships obedient humble Servt.

N. G., Dept. Govr.
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Journa 721, HUDSON'S BAY HOUSE,
p. 243. LONDON, 24th Novr. 1824.

To the Rt. Honble. GEoRGE CANNING,
&c., &c., &c.

SiR,-On the 21st October, Mr. Horton by direction of Lord Bathurst
transmitted to me a copy of a letter from Mr. Commissioner Barclay to you
og the subject of the probable course of the Boundary line under the 7th
Article of the Treaty of Ghent, and requesting that I would favour him
with any observations which the Hudson's Bay Company may be desirous
of offering on the suggestion proposed to Mr. Barclay.

In iny absence from town Mr. Garry replied thereto on the 30th October.
On the 5th Instant I had an interview with Mr. Horton from whom I
understood that the consideration of the subject would be referred to you
with a recommendation that you should have a conference with the Com-
mittee of the Hudson's Bay Company thereon.

I have since given it much consideration and it appears to me that the
2nd Article of the Treaty of 1818 is clear as to the Boundary. It states
that if the North Western point of the Lake of the Woods is not in the
49th Parallel of Northern Latitude, which it is not, then that a line drawn
from the said point due North or South, as the case may be until the said
Line shall intersect the said Parallel of North Latitude and from the
point of such intersection due West along and with the said Parallel shall be
the line of Demarcation between the territories of the United States and-those
of iis .Majesty, " and that the said Line shall form the Northern Boundary
of the said Territory of the United States and the southern boundary of
the Territories of ' His Britannic Majesty' from the Lake of the Woods to
the Stony Mountains", consequently that the Americans cannot lay claim to
any territory to the North of the line of 49° from the point of intersection,
I have to observe that the part marked " " is not in Mr. Barclay's
letter but is in a printed copy in my possession.

It therefore appears if I am right in my conclusions that the North
Western point contended for by the American Commissioners would be the
most desirable one as it would give Great Britain the Islands on the Lake
and Territory:. the two lines which Mr. Barclay supposes will be claimed
by them for America. The 7th Article of the Treaty of Ghent to which
he alludes does not fix any line but only authorizes the Cominissioners to
fix and determine according to the true Intent of the Treaty of Peace of
1783, that part of the Boundary which extends from the Water Communi-
cation between Lake Huron and Lake Superior to the most North Western
point of the Lake of the Woods.

Reference must therefore be had to the Treaty of 1783, the 2nd Article
of which states, that from the most North Western point of the Lake of
Woods on a due West course to the river Mississippi thence by a line to be
drawn along the middle of the said River Mississippi, until it shall intersect
the Northermost part of the 31° of Northern Latitude shall be the Boundary.
This Line being very different f rom that of 1808, the latter Treaty of course
supersedes it, and is the one on which I presume the Commissioners must
decide.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your Most obedient
humble servant,

J. H P., Govr.
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Journal 721, Rt. Honble. GEo: CANNING,
p. 2* &c., &c., &c.

Mr. Pelly presents his compliments to Mr. Secretary Canning, and in
reference to two letters of the 24th and 25th November last which he, Mr.
P. wrote him, will feel obliged if he will inform him whether the Boundary
line at the Lake of the Woods bas been settled or whether any arrange-
ment has been made or whether any arrangement has been made with the
American Minister respecting the Furs. Mr. Pelly's reason for troubling
Mr. Secretary Canning at this time is that the Hudson's .Bay Companys
ships for the Season will be despatched next week.

HUDSON's BAY BOUSE,
May 25th, 1825.

Journal 721, FoREIGN OFFICE,
p. 250. May 27th, 1825.

SIR,-I am directed by Mr. Secretary Canning to acknowledge the
receipt of ycur letter of the 25th Instant, requesting to be informed whether
the boundary line at the Lake of the Woods has been settled, and whether
any arrangement has been made with the American Minister respecting
the furs taken from an American Party by the Indians on the Missouri.

With regard to the first part I am to acquaint you that Dr. Tjarks has
proceeded to America for the purpose of making previous to any decision
on the part of the Commissioners, a more minute and scientific Survey of
the Lake of the Woods, which service it is expected he will complete by
the end of the present Season. With regard to the second point I am to
inform you; that your letter of the 25th INovember was referred to Mr.
Addington, Bis Majesty's Charge d'Affaires at Washington on the ilth
December last, but no answer has yet been received from that Gentleman
as to the effect of the explanation he was instructed to make to the
American Government on the subject.

I am, sir,
Your most obedient servant

(Signed) JOSEP l PLANTA.
JOHN H. PELLY, Esqr.,

&c., &c., &c.

Journal 721, HUDSON'S BAY HOUSE,
p. 255. LoNDON, 9th December, 1825.

To
The Right Eonble.

GEORGE CANNING,
&c., &c., &c.

SIR,-With reference to the several communications which I have had
the honor of having with you on the subject of the Country situated on the
North West Coast of America and to the West of the Rocky Mountains I
have now the honor of requesting your attention to the following circum-
stances, which it may be of importance to consider in any negotiation for
settling the Boundaries with the United States to the West of the Rocky
Mountains.
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I need not remind you that Captn. Cook in 1778 explored the Coast
from Cape Gregory in Lat: 43-J to Lat 70° and that Spain by the Conven-
tion 28th October 1790 aoandoned all particular claim beyond what she at
that tine held in actual settlement and that consequeutly the United
States cannot have any claim under their purchase of Lousiana from Spain.

In 1778 Captains Gray and Kendrick (in command of the Columbia and
Washington) were fitted out at Boston for a trading voyage on that Coast,
and are supposed to have been the first Americans who engaged in that
Trade but they did not enter the River Columbia, and it is well known
that British Subjects have been carrying on a Trade on that Coast previous
to the voyages of Captains Gray and Kendrick. The River Columbia was
not explored until 1792 when Lt. Broughton entered it in the Chatham
and anchored at Rel Patch, about 12 miles inland from Cape Disappoint-
ment, he then proceededi with the Cutter and Launch up the River as far
as far as Vancouver's Point. Vancouver in Vol: 2, page 66 says
" previously to his (Mr. Broughton's) departure however he formally
took possession of the Rive r and the Country in its vicinity in His
Britannie Majesty's name having every reason to believe that the subjects
of no other civilized Nation or State had ever entered this River before;
in this opinion he was confirmed by Mr. Gray's sketch in which it does not
appear that Mr. Gray either saw or was within five Leagues of its
entrance."

According to Lt. Broughton's observations Vancouver's Point is situated
in Lat: 45° 27' and Long: 237° 50' computed to be about 100 miles from
the mouth of the River.

In 1793 Sir Alexr. McKenzie crossed the Rocky Xountains and reached
the coast about Lat: 52ý and soon after that time the North West Compy
of Montreal established trading Posts in the Country West of the Rocky
Mountains on the head waters of the North Branch of the Columbia
among the Flathead and Coutonais Tribes, and continued gradually to
explore the country and extend their Trade towards the Coast down the
Columbia as well as to the Northward.

Capts. Lewis and Clarke in the command of an expedition fitted out by
the American Government, ascended the Missouri crossed the Rocky
Mountains, descended the South branch of the Columbia called in "Arrow-
smith's map " " Lewis's River " and which falls into the main or North
Branch in Lat: 46° 15': they proceeded to the mouth of the River and
passed the winter 1805-6 at Young's Bay, on the South side of the River,
at this period, the British fur traders had pushed their trading post nearer
to the junction of the Lewis's River with the North Branch of the
Columbia River. In 1809 an Association composed of British and
American subject- was formed in New York for the purpose of carrying on
the fur Trade on the North West Coast under the Firm of the Pacific Fur
Company. They fitted out two expeditions one by land and the other by
Sea for the Columbia where they arrived in 1810 and established them-
selves on the South side of the River, naming their Settlement "Astoria"
after their principal partner Mr. Astor of New York. The North West
Compy. of Montreal however continued to extend their Trade with the
Natives and in 1813 established themselves on the Coast within a few yards
of the American settlement of Astoria.

The Americans had remained at Astoria and from time to time sent
parties into the Interior, but had not made much progress in establishing
themselves in tne Country, when in 1813 they sold their buildings at
Astoria (which was afterwards named "Fort George ") with the whole of
their stock in Trade in the Country to the North West Company as per
Bill of Sale (Copy of which is annexed) and abandoned the Country.
Since that time no American Trader. has appeared nor has any settlement
been formed by any others than the British Fur Traders.
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Upon reference to the above circumstances and to the dates of the
transaction it does not appear that the Americans can establish any just
claim to the Country on th. Columbia or to the Northward of it, and that
on the grounds of first discovery, priority and continued occupation and
actual possession Great Britain alone can establish a legitimate Title. In
1818, Captain Hickey of H.M.S. Blossom accompanied by Mr. J. P. Pre-
vost, Agent for the United States Government arrived at the Columbia
and delivered to Mr. James Keith of the North West Company then in
charge of Fort George a letter from Earl Bathurst dated 27th January,
1818, Captain Hickey also produced instructions from Captain Sherreff of
H.M.S. Androniache, and in consequence Mr. Prevost took formal possession
of the Settlement as his acknowledgement. Copies of these documents are
annexed but I think it right to observe that the Settlement and whatever
had been previously occupied in that Country by American subjects had
been acquired by the North West Company by purchase for a valuable con-
sideration and not by Capture.

By the Convention 20th October 1818 bet.ween Great Britain and
America the Trade of the Country to the West of the Rocky Mountains is
left open to the Subjects of both Nations for ten years without prejudice to
the claim of either Nation; but no American subjects have as yet availed
themselves of this privilege. The British Fur Traders hovever have never
withdrawn from the Country, since they first entered it, on the contrary
they have gradually and at much risk and expense increased their Settle-
ments which now amount to thirteen in number (besides temporary Stations
which are occasionally changed) and extend over a Country exceeding
fifteen degrees of Latitude say frQm Lat: 45 to North of Lat: 60.

In the year 1821 the Hudson's Bay Company made an arrangement
with the North West Company of Montreal by which they acquired pos-
session of all the trading Posts and Stock of that association and now
under their Royal Charter and His Majesty's License the whole Indian
Trade of British America to the North West of Canada is carried on by
the Hudson's Bay Company. In order to acquire more correct information
respecting the Country on the West of the Rocky Mountains and for the
purpose of carrying into effect some measures connected with extending our
Trade on the North West Coast, Governor Simpson was directed to pro-
ceed thither last season and after an arduous and fatiguingjourney he accom-
plished an extensive survey of the Company's Trading establishments and
is now in London. He will remain here until the beginning of February,
and will attend any appointment that you may be pleased to make should
you wish to be possessed of any further information respecting that
Country. Whilst at Fort George, Governor Simpson fitted out an Expedi-
tion under the direction of an intelligent officer Mr. Chief Trader Mc-
Millan for the purpose of exploring the Coast to the Northward.

In the course of hi: -arvey he discovered the entrance of Fraser's River
between Capes Roberts and Gray in about Lat: 49° 15'.

The mouth of this River was not discovered by Vancouver nor by the
Subjects of any civilized Nation until Mr. McMillian visited it last Winter,
but the upper part of the River and down to within 20 mil Js of the Sea
was explored by Messrs. Fraser and Stewart, partners of the North West
Company in ýhe year 1808. I annex extracts from Mr. McMillan's report
and as this Country appears to be rich in Fur bearing Animals we have it
in contemplation to form permanent Establishments therein next Summer,
to push our discoveries to the Northward both in Land and on the Coast,
and to embark a considerable Capital in endeavouring to secure to Great
Britain the benefits arising from an exchange of British Manufactures for
the produce of that Country with its numerous inhabitants.

In compliance with a wish expressed by you at our last interview
Governor Simpson when at Columbia abandoned Fort George on the South
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side of the River and formed a new Estahlishment on the North side about
75 miles from the mouth of the River at a place called by Lt. Broughton
Belle vue point. Governor Simpson named the new Establishment "Fort
Vancouver" in order to identify our Claim to the Soil and trade with Lt.
Broughton's discovery and Survey.

He considers the soil and Climate of this Place to be so well adapted for
Agricultural pursuits, that in the course of two or three years it may be
made to produce sufficient Grain and Animal Provisions to meet not only
the demands of our own Trade but to almost to any extent that may be
required for other purposes, and he considers the Possession of this Place
and a right to the navigation of the River Columbia to be quite necessary
to our carrying on to advantage not only the Trade of the upper parts of
the Columbia River but also that of the Country interior from the mouth
of Fraser's River and the Coming Trade all of which can be provisioned
from this klace. Under reL1ing circumstances I respectfully submit to
your considerntion whether it might not be advisable to endeavour to
arrange a Boundary line between Great Britain and the United States in
that country to the West of the Rocky Mountains, more especiallly as the
attention of Congress has been called to the Subject, and in an American
map lately published the Line of Lat: 49 is continued from the Rocky
Mountains to the Sea Coast, and the Country to the South of that Line is
described to be United States Territory, which at some future period might
be made use of by the American Government. This Line would deprive
Great Britain of a valuable Country now occupied and traded by the Hud-
son's Bay Company, and would occasion many practical inconveniences in
carrying on the Trade of the Country which would be left to us.

But as I have already stated it does not appear that the Americans can
establish a just claim to any part of the country either to the South or
North of the Columbia River, and as the free navigation of that River is
necessary to our carrying on the Trade I have endeavoured to fix on a
Boundary which would answer the views of the Hudson's Bay Company,
without pushing the claims of Great Britain to their full extent.

I have therefore to suggest that starting from Lat: 49 at the Rocky
Mountains the Line ought to be continued Southward along the height of
Land to the Place, where Lewis and Clarke crossod the Mlountains, said to
be in Lat: 460 42' thence Westerly along the Lewis's River until it falls
into the Columbia and thence to the Sea, leaving the navigation of both
these rivers free to the Subjects of both Nations. This line would leave to
America the Trade and Possession of an extensive and valuable Country
and would furnish fewer opportunities of collision between the Traders of
the two Nations, than any other Line that could be suggested.

I send herewith a map on which the Line which I have taken the liberty
of suggesting is colored and on which the trading Posts now occupied by
the Hudson's Bay Company are marked.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, sir,
Your most obt. humb. Serv.

J. H. P., Govr.

LIST OF PAPERS INCLOSED.

1. Bill of Sale, Pacific Fur Company to North-west Company.
2. Letter from Earl Bathurst dated 27th Janary, 1818. Instructions

from Captn. Sheriff of H.M.S. Andromache. Mr. L P. Prevost acknow-
ledgement of Possession.

3. Extract from Mr. McMillans Report of Voyage and Survey from
Columbia to Frasers River 1826.

4. Map of North America.
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BRITIsH MUSEUM,
l7th February, 1842.

DEAR SIR,-The very great attention and kindness you have shown to
our institution have induced me to be bold and ,o ask you to add to your
former favors by enquiring if you could kiadly procure for the British
Museum a collection of skins of any of the following animals which are fit
for stuffing. We are now re-arranging the collection of Mammalia and
shall in a very short time have more space for their exhibition than any
other Museum in Europe and therefore shall be enabled to exhibit to the
best advantage any specimen we may be so fortunate to procure.

I am, dear sir, your Obedt. servant,
(Signed) J. EDWARD GRAY,

Keeper of the Zoological Collection

Sir J. H. PELLY, Bart.
&c. &c., &o.

The Reindeer or Caribou from the Factory a Male Female and young
would be desirable.

The smaller Northern Reindeer from the Great Slave Lake a male,
female and young.

The woodland Caribou from Lake Superior and Cumberland House.
Any of the species of deer from the West side of the Columbian River.

It is very desirable the horns should be preserved with the skins-
The prong horned Antelope or Carbree from Charlton Island male,

female and young.
The Rocky Mountain Goat from the Columbian River.
The American Black Bear and the cinamon coloured variety.
The barren.ground Bear from Post Enterprise called also-
The White Bear of the Barren Lands.
The Grisly T-par.
The America- .3adger.
The American Wolverine.
The Canadian Otter.
The Canadian Lynx.
The Bay Lynx from'- the Columbia River.
The Prairie Hare of the Fur Traders.
The American Bison.
It is desirable that a specimen of the old and young animals should be

procured of each of the kind and if there is any difference in their colour
or appearance during the Summer and Winter a specimen exhibiting these
particulars.

DIRECTIONS FOR SKINNING QUADRUPEDS, &C.

The Animals should be carefully skinned the skin should then be
rubbed with burnt alum or wood-ashes. The skull and bones of the legs
and feet should be left in the skin, the flesh that may be about
them being taken off and the bones rubbed with a little burnt alum or
wood ashes and then surrounded with a small quantity of tow or dry moss
before they are returned into the skin. The skins should be well dried
before they are packed, and it is desirable that they should be surrounded
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with moss, paper or some articles to prevent the part of the skin or the
diflerent skins rubbing against each other, and injuring the hair, the horns,
feet and of-her hard parts should be wrapped around with moss or paper to
prevent their chopping the skin.

When the animal has horns it is better to leave them attached to the
skull, but then to remove the flesh from the head it is necessary that a eut
should be made below the chin, but if more convenient the horns may be
sawed rom the skull below the skull leaving them attached to the skin
and when the flesL has been removed the skull may be replaced in the skin.

The fleshy parts as the nose or feet are sometimes attacked by insects
they then should be washed with spirits of turpentine. Some persons employ
arsenic or arsenical soap to rub the inside of the skins, especially the parts
about the heads, but wood ashes and burnt alum do very well, especially in
cold climates and the danger of using arsenic is avoided.

The use of corrosive sublimate should always be avoided as it rots the
skin and makes it come to pieces when the specimens are damped to set
them up.

I may observe that in addition to the specimens asked for any mice rats,
shrew mice, moles, lizards, snakes or any small quadrupeds or reptiles would
be acceptable they may either be skinned or placed in rum or strong spirits
of any kind a cut being first made in the side of the body to admit the
spirits to the intestines. It is supposed that there are many kinds that have
not hitherto been brought to Europe though they are common when found
and are confounded with the common European kinds; but upon comparison
and minute inspection they prove distinct.

(Signed) JOHN EDWARD GRAY,
Keeper of the Zoological Collection

British Museum.
30th March, 1842.

HuDso's BAY HoUSE,
LONDON, 31st March, 1842.

DUNCAN FiNLAYsoN, Esqr.
&c. &c. &c.

Red River Settlement.

Sm,-The Governor & Committee being desirous to render every assist-
ance to Science have directed me to forward the annexed copy of a letter
dated 17th February from S. E. Gray, Keeper of the Zoological collection
of the British Museum with a copy of directions for skinning quadrupeds &
I am to request that you will issue instructions to the gentlemen in charge
of the various districts to comply with the desire of Mr. Gray as far as lies
in their power.

I amn, sir,
Your very Obedt.

(Signed) WILL'M. SMITH.
Secy.
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PEEL'S RIVER.
June 22nd, 1842.

JoHr Lmt IEWES, Esq.,

DEAR Si,-I have much pleasure in acknowledging the receipt of your
favor of the lst inst. from Fort Good Hope likewise copy of your letter
under date 17th February last from Pt. Simpson. The Beavers of the
Winter Express I am truly grieved to say have not reached this Establish-
ment & no doubt have perished on their route either from starvation or
having lost themselves. The Beavers of the spring letters Mr. McKenzie &
Walls having failed in their endeavours to get up to Fort Good Hope I
immediately on their return despatched Frances Boucher with an Indian to
acquaint you with the state of affairs at this place. The season being so far
advanced when Bouclier lef t here 7th May that he experienced a great deal
of difficulty before he reached Fort Good Hope 2nd June the very day you
took your departure from it & altho he followed the Boat as far as Blue
Fish River without success he was obliged to return to the Fort where he
left the letters Inventory, & Men's Winter advances in charge of St. Amand
who will no doubt forward them to you by the Summer conveyance Boucher
and the Indian arrived here in safety on the 19th Inst. having to hunt for
his support all the way down. In my communications of the 24th April &
7th May I had stated our scarceity of Provisions at that season and the
privations which generally. prevailed among the natives during the latter
end of the Winter & Spring which prevented them from giving any assist-
ance consequently we are without any provisions for the ensuing Winter
except about 500 lb dry meat collected since the opening of the navigation.
Any quantity however small of provisions including dry meat & pemecan
you can spare us will be most acceptable. The Rat Indians who went to the
Beaver Country last Winter did, not succeed in their enterprise principally
from having suffered incredible hardships & privations some of the party
died from want & the others were reduced to the necessity of eating most
of the Beaver skins to keep them alive, this unforseen circumstance has
entirely blighted my fine prospects of good Returns which will fall greatly
short of last year both in number & value of Packs. Having detained the
leader of the Rat Indians here since the beginning of May in expectations
of learning your decision respecting the expedition across the Western
Rocky Mountains The determination of Mr. McKenzie to go out and the
unfortunate fate of the two men in March would of itself prove a sufficien
obstacle in the way of prosecuting this desirable object.

Nevertheless I have resolved on accoinpanying the Indian to-mcrrow
with only two men & a kind of Interpreter. I have every hope of success at
least of reaching the rendezvous of the strange tribe from whom the Rat
Indians procure the Beaver. Should all go well I expect to be back in suffi-
cient time to accompany the Returns to Good Hope in August. Mr. Mc-
Kenzie will leave this about the 5th of next month for the upper posts &
will deliver you the Requisition for Outfit 43 as also the private orders of
Inland men. Having nothing else to add worthy your notice,

I remain, dear sir,
.Your obedt. servant,

(Signed) JOHN BELL.



HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY CORRESPOYDENCE.

CoPY 9th Paragraph of the Governor and Committee's Despatch of the 30th
March 1842 to Duncan Finlayson Esgre & the Council of the Northern
Department.

It gives us satisfaction to learn that an accession of trade may be ex-
pected in the McKenzie's River District by the Establishments of Posts in
the country recently explored by Mr. Campbell which is represented as
being rich in fur bearing animals and with abundant means of living. The
loss of life in this District has been very great, which we much deplore and
we must impress upon you the necessity of instructions being issued to
guard as much as possible against similar accidents.

Application has been made by the relatives of William Mowat & three
of the men that perished with him viz. James Loutett, William Merriman,
& William Robertson-natives of Orkney, respecting the balances left by
these persons in the Company's hands which however cannot be settled
until information is received whether the parties have made Testamentary
dispositions of their property or left families in the Bay.

In order to enable us to close the Aces of deceased Servants as soon as
possible we desire that search be always made immediately after their death
to ascertain if a will has been left, which should be sent to England without
delay information should at the same time be transmitted, if the parties
have lef t a family stating their names and ages.

FoRT SIMPSoN,
24th June, 1842.

JoHN LEE LEWES Esqr.,
&c. &c. &c.

DEAR SIR,-Immediately after your departure on the 21st I began to
colect the various supplies you left me for Frances Lake after you told me
that you had delivered all the voyage to the Guide who also himself
told me that the Main Lines, Lodges and oil cloths were secure in the house
garret. I was perfectly at ease on that subject, but when in the course of
the evening you left us, but one of the Main Lines could be found after a
diligent search all over the ,Fort you may easily guess my perplexity, this
was a most vexatious disappointment the more so that I could only supply
the deficiency of such an absolutely necessary article but by splicing the
Bow & Stem lines & replacing them with such pieces of old halyards &c as
I could find. I cannot comprehend what has become of the original line
which Frances affirms was lying in the garret, its fate is a mystery I cannot
unravel. The same day Isbister had the misfortune to have his foot run up
by an old rusty nail in the pit-saw which had laid him perfectly useless &
on but one leg for God knows how long; but being a good man which the
duty I have to perform much requires, I will take him on in the hopes of
his recovery in every other respect I could not wish to be better equipped
and provided than by your kindness I am, & nothing but the high water in
this unnatural river will prevent our making a prosperous campaigne of it.

Agreeably to your request I herewith beg to hand you an Indent for
additional supplies in Fall on account of Frances Lake of which you are
aware I cannot at present form but a very imperfect estimation of what
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may or may not be required to meet the demand of Trade à I beg therefore
that you will have the goodness to forward such supplies as you may your-
self consider expedient & please also forward a Moose Skin with each Win-
ters private order in case what trade we can effect in that Article.

The water having fallen a little I expect to leave here to-morrow morning-
Meantime having nothing further worthy your notice-I have the honor
to be with the greatest respect

Dear Sir,
Your most obedt. Humble Servt.,

(signed) ROBERT CAMPBELL.

P.S.--Having dogs but for two sleighs only to take up with me at pre-
sent & as we shall at a new Establishment have to get everything home on
sléighs, exclusive of this we have to open a road & forward various supplies
on snow to the banks of the river discovered on the West side of the
Mountains, for the operation in contemplation ensuing season which of
coarse must be all done by dogs & from the importance of this duty & the
absolute necessity there is to have good sleighs of Dogs for carrying on
plans of operation into effect & that I am fully convinced you are most
desirous to give me every aid in your power in everything that can facili-
tate the desirable end that I am certain that I have only to remind you
that I want Dogs & hope it will meet your convenience to forward with
the Outfit in August at least two good trains of dogs, as for procuring dogs
in that quarter is out of the question there is no such thing to be expected.

(signed) ROBERT CAMPBELL.

FoRT SIMPsoN,
26th June, 1842.

JoaN LEE LEWEs, Esq.,
&c., &c., &c.

My DEAR SIR,-I was to have taken my departure from hence yesterday
morning but heavy rain all day together with the yet then high state of
the water detained me. The Water has now sufficiently subsided for com-
mencing my Voyage and G. W. I'il be on the water betimes tomorrow.

I have nothing at present to communicate, were I richer in paper than I
am nor have I any other apology for troubling you this season, but merely
that I cannot think of leaving this quarter without indulging in the plea-
sure it affords me to address you a few lines & unburden my bosom of the
deep obligation under which you have laid me for the innumerable marks
of condescending kindness by which you have been pleased to notice me
together with the zeal and willingness with which you have entered into
the spirit of my present Enterprise & the very liberal manner in which you
have equipped me for carrying it in al its parts into execution. As regards
what depended upon you I could not wish to be better provided for that
purpose nor did I indeed expect wd be half so well and amply outfitted,
this I know I owe altogether to your kindness of which though extremely
sensible I am inadequate to express the sense of the obligation of which I
shall however cherish a grateful remembrance to my latest day I am aware
that you feel a deep interest in the success & prosperity of the undertaking
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and a..so of that undertaken wbich stimulates me the more to exert to the
utmost to meet your views & rest assured I will use my best insofar as my
humble abilities will carry me through & nothing will be more gratifying to
iny feelings than that my success be such as meet your approbation. And
with sincere wishes & hopes that you will again return from the Portage to
preside over us, a situation you have filled with so mnch credit to yourself,
interest to the general concern & so entirely to our satisfaction particularly
to your humble servant. And permit me to assure you that wherever you
unay go you will ever carry with you my sincerest &'affectionate best wishes
for your health, prosperity & happiness. God grant they may with his
1blessing ever follow you.

Please have the goodness to tender my best respects to Mrs. Lewes & the
rest of your family Meantime I am proud to have the honor to be

With the greatest respect,
My Dear Sir,

Your mo: obedt. Humble Servt.,
(signed) ROBERT CAMPBELL.

P.S.-Please if it be possible send me a Map in Fall, the nature of the
service I have to perform in discoveries, in that Unknown Wilds will ren-
der such an article very valuable to me from which I would be enabled to
make with some precision upon it my route courses of the rivers &c. '

(signed) ROBERT CAMPBELL

FORT DE LIARD,
3rd July, 1842.

JOHN LEE LEWEs, Esquire,
&c., &c., &c.

DEAR SiR,-We reached here yesterday forenoon in 5ý days from Fort
Simpson, but I am -orry I cannot add that we did so safe and sound, un-
fortunately on -the third morning as the men were embarking Paul Boucher
(without exception my best man) fell from a high bank across the boat's
Gunwale bis breast coming with all his weight upon the tracking pin which
so disabled & hurt him that he can neither embark or debark alone or with-
out help that I seriously apprehend he will ever recover of it and in this
helpless state I could nor, think of taking him further on through such a coun-
try as I have to pass that I have with the advice and consent of Mr. Fisher
resolved to leave hini under that Gentleman's care at this place, who to
supply this deficiency in my crew bas been pleased to engage two Indian
lads who are to accompany me to Fort Halkett & return in fall. If Boucher
recovers I beg to request that he be forwarded in fall to winter at Frances
Lake.

James Isbister bas been from his sore foot unable to perform his duty all
the way up and notwithstanding he is now getting worse that I have late
this evening requested Mr. Fisher to exchange Morrison for him to which
he has consented and I beg to assure that it is the greatest repugnance I
have taken this step or I would any other without your full consent & ap-
probation but'was impossible either to foresee or guard against such casu-
alties-and misfortunes from which I humbly trust you will see the propriety
of my having adopted the measure in a case of necessity to enable me to
perform such a long & tedious journey before me and after reaching my
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destination which must, be now at a late period an establishment to erect
out of the wild forest to shield ourselves & our all from the Winter storms
for which I fmd myself now at best more lame than I could have wished,
hoped or expected. Morrison I will return in Fall & as I would wish to
have good and sturdy fellows for Winterers I wish it would meet your con-
venience to forward to the portage 2 or 3 good men equipped for wintering
in case they may be required in exchange. Donald Murray gives me but
little or no satisfaction nor do I think he ever will and I intend to send him
down with Morrison in hopes of exchange and if I may use the liberty to
suggest that you would be pleased to send the above compliment out of
the following list viz Sabistan Liard Lange Sahgs or Kipling or in fact any
you may consider more adequate or fit for that place. Lapierre & Des-
riviere's Contracts expire next June and both I believe bent to come down
if they do I shall be without a Canoe steersman for my next years excursion
& in that event be so good let me know in your next who is to act in that
capacity. I wish you could supply me on public or even private Acet with
a good Thermometer as well as a map both which I want more for public
service than private gratification. Having nothing further to communicate
at present (and would to God I had nothing at all)

I have the honor to be, with great respect,
Dear Sir,

Your most Obedient
Humble servant,

(signed) ROBERT CAMPBELL.

NORWAY HOUSE, 9th July, 1842.

JoHN LEE LEwEs, Esq.,
McKenzies River,

DEAR Sxi,-I herewith enclose a copy of the 9th paragraph of the Gov-
ernor and Committee's Despatch of the 30th March last to which I beg to
draw your attention and I have to request that the required information
relative to whether the deceased William Mowat, James Loutett, William
Merriman and William Robertson have made Testamentary dispositions of
their property; or left families in your District to Mr. Secretary Smith in
order to enable him to close as early as possible the Accounts of the above
unfortunate men.

The Governor and Committee as well as the Council hope that you will with
your accustomed activity push the trade of McKenzies River into those
sections of that District which have hitherto been little known to us and
which have been represented to be rich in Beaver and other fur bearing
animals. From the meane placed at your disposal we confidently hope
Frances Lake will be established this Sunmmer, that Mr. Campbell bas
descended the stream which he discovered two years ago since to a con-
siderable distance and ascertained the nature of the country through
which it passes and if any accession of trade can be expected from it. In-
deeA we are sure that nothing will be wanting on your part to realize the
expectations of all interested & that by your wonted diligence you will
turn the means placed at your disposal to the best account.

We are sorry to learn that Mr. Campbell bas suffered much from
the scarcity of food at Fort Halkett but we hope that better fare is in
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store for him in the new country to which his activity & enterprise gave
him access & in which we trust he will gain a permanent footing.

On the recommendation of Governor Simpson & as a mark of appro-
bation of the zeal & perseverance. he has shown in the trying & critical
situations in which he had been sometimes placed the Council bas increased
his salary from £75 to £100 per annum from and after the lst June, 1841
which you will be pleased to communicate to him.

Begging reference to the Minutes of Council herewith forwarded-
I am,-Dear Sir,

Your obedient Humble servant,

(signed) DUNCAN FINLAYSON, C.F.

JonN LEE LEWEs, Esquire

DEAR SIR,-I beg leave to hand you the enclosed correspondence to-
gether with the list of mammalia required for the Zoological collection in
the British Museum and have to request the favor of your taking the
necessary steps to procure & prepare in the manner prescribed the skins of
such of these animals as can be conveniently got within your District.

I am,
Dear Sir,

Your Obedt. servant,

(signed) DUNCAN FINLAYSON, C.F.

FORT NORMAN,
25th July, 1842.

JOHN LEE LEWEs, Esqr.
&c. &c. &c.

• Fort Simpson.

SiR,-I beg leave to acquaint you that the affairs of this place still wear
a favourable aspect. The Indians expected daily in last Spring only made
their appearance during the latter end of the past and present month and
considering the difficulties they had they made pretty fair hunts in Furs
but none whatever in provisions.

I have according to your instructions gone in search, if an eligible situa-
tion could be found for an Establishment & I have found several places
secure from the intrusion of water but scarce of fuel.

Our buildings are in a progressive state, still do not come on too rapidly
for want of more hands. I beg however you will send us a few necessary
tools to finish the inside work with.

The only Cow we have had very unfortunately died all of a sudden a few
days ago & I sincerely hope you will send us another along with the Outfit.
The frequent heavy heavy rains this season has kept the river in a con-
tinual state of excitement and caused our fishery to be very unproductive.
Our crops likewise are but slow in growth & I think will be nothing at all.

T herewith enclose you a list of Furs, Indent, Inventory and private
Orders.

I remain,
Sir,

Your most Obedt. Servant,
(signed) • ADAM McBEATH.
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PORTAGE LA LOCHE,
July 29th, 1842.

To the Governor,
Chief Factors and Chief Traders:

GENTLEMEN,-After experiencing the usual delays of a summer voyage
in this Country from strong head winds and heavy rains on the 21st inst.
I arrived safely with the McKenzies River Brigade of four Boats at this
Portage and the Brigade from Norway House arrived here only to-day, the
cargoes brought by these Boats to outward appearances seem to be in any-
thing but good order. laving intimated per Winter Express my wish of
availing myseif of my right of Furlough this summer to Mr. C. F.
Finlayson and requesting of that gentleman to officially nominate my suc-
cessor to the charge of McKenzies River District finding that this could not
be complied with I shall most cheerfully return from hence to assume the
duties entrusted to me for the last two Outfits. Such being the case I shal
lay be fore you a detailed statemen t of facts & information as connected
with the state and results of affairs of my important charge for the last
Outfit and which I sincerly trust will give you satisfaction and prove altho'
sorely and hardly pressed throughout a long and dreary Winter the utmost
lias been done for the interest of the Company in the way of collecting
Furs the total amount of the Outgoing Returns for /41 amounts to
£11, 164.4.8.-Remaining inland at Peel's River £611.12.8 making a total of
£11,775. 17.4, which by comparative statement of the preceding year shews
an amelioration of better than £1,200 in addition to the Outlying Returns
for /41 also 18 Packs valued at £1,672,10 belonging to Outfit /40 which
remained inland last year. When I addressed you in March last I antici-
pated far handsomer Returns than this, disasters of a severe nature after
that date occurred to prevent my hopes being realized which the following
statement will unfold.

On the 26tb May last with the boats I proceeded to the lower Posts, on
my arrival at Fort Norman I found that Post nearly in ruins, caused by
the breaking up of the River Ice which had neariy carried it away, the
water of the River rose up to the Arches of the Chimneys in the houses.
Stockading levelled with the ground and heavy masses of ice blockading the
inside of the Fort, no serious loss however either to person or property vas
sustained. Mr. McBeath had very judiciously taken his precautions in
time by having his old boat in the woods laden with his packs and the
remainder of the property he had in charge his live stock and families were
on an eminence some two or three miles distant from the Establishment.
The waters having subsided be returned to his post and found everything
in the way of buildings in a most distressing state. Chimnies down, floor-
ing all torn from their resters and the shells of the houses tottering on
their foundations, this is now the fourth time that that post bas suffered
from the breaking up of the River. I therefore beg to suggest the pro-
priety of its removal to a more secure site. The safest & most advan-
tageous spot after a two days examination which I made is near the Forks
of the Bears River where if the permission is granted I should propose the
establishing a new post in lieu of the present dangerous one. Your com-
mands on this head I shall most anxiously await, in the meantime I have
to inform you that in consideration of the ruinous state of the buildings I
have left a man more with Mr. McBeath this summer than the Minutes of
Council authorizes, so as to enable him to carry on the ncessary repairs
required to make the old buildings habitable before the setting in of the
Winter. The result of the Trade at that post for the past Outfit is equal
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to the returns of the proceeding year, and would if the state of the season
which was a very cold & late one in the lower McKenzie had not prevented
his best hunters from coming in with their spring hunts far exceeded it.
The management of the post of Fort Norman under Mr. McBeath for the
last two years has given me entire satisfaction & I beg leave to recommend
him to your notice as a careful good servant who bas the interest of his
employers much at heart.

On leaving Fort Norman I proceeded to Fort Good Hope where I found
Mr. C. T. Fisher in a fort as silent as the many recent graves that surround
it, the usual joyous sound of many native voices that used to welcome the
arrival of the upper Craft were heard no longer, famine the most dire had
assailed them after Mr. Fisher left his charge to seek help at Fort Norman
-enclosed is a copy of Mr. Fisher's Report on the melancholy circumstance
to me which in his own words will explain the sad state of that post such
misery and want having prevailed sweeping off I may say all the best Fur
Hunters of the Establishment, nothing was or could be done after
December last at that place in the way of making Packs and our prospects
for the future from there is blighted,-A post without Indians for such it
is at present will never pay the expense of keeping it up, you will therefore
please transmit your orders regarding it for Outfit /42 it will be kept up
but on a very reduced scale both in men and goods. I am sorry and most
uneasy that I cannot give you any Spring intelligence from Mr. Bell at
Peel's River. From Fort Simpson in February last I sent off Despatchés
to Mr. Bell as I did· the preceding year desiring him to forward to Fort
Good Hope upon the last Ice his latest news. Inventory, Men's Winter
Advances, &c. &c. the two men sent left Fort Good Hope of the 18th
March, having 48 lbs. provisions between them which at 2 lbs. per day
each wouuld take them twelve days ample tirne if well employed to perform
the trip, whether these two men bave perished "En Route" and thus
deprived Mr. Bell of the Despatches forwarded time alone can tell. Mr.
Hector McKenzie was to have been out from Peel's River in the last ice
for the purpose of taking his passage to Norway House by the Summer
Crafts, he having intimated his intention of quitting the service at the
close of last Outfit; during the course of the ensuing season measures will
be taken to afford him a passage next spring.

Oubbuck the Esquimeaux Interpreter last summer according to my
instructions was taken from Peel's River to be in readiness at Slave Lake
to accompany. new expeditions that might have been in contemplation, he
was the last winter at a reduced salary from £25 to 19. and as I have not
learnt from Mr. C. T. Bell whether he requires him again or not I have
detained him till I hear from that Gentleman.

On the day of my return to Fort Simpson with the returns of the Lower
Posts Messrs. Brisbois & Campbell arrived from their respective charges of
Fort de Liard & Fort Halkett. The returns of the former post is some-
what better than last year & that of the latter post much about the same;
at Fort de Liard our returns were greatly injured by the ever prevailing
misfortune of McKenzie's River " Starvation " no less than thirty-five men
(first rate Hunters) women & children perishing miserably from famine
Mr. Brisbois & family are here thus far En Route towards Canada as he is
quitting the service in conformity to the information he gave of so doing
last summer & I beg leave to note that during the two years he bas served
under me I have every cause to be satisfied with his able management of
Fort de Liard. Returns it is true have not come up to some former years
this originated f rom causes which he had no control over. Indians annually
perishing from want of food unpropitious seasons for hunting are the sole
cause of the falling off of that post. Mr. Campbell at Fort Halkett got.
over the close of the past season without suffering material privation, and I
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have now to report for information that I left that Gentleman at Fort
Simpson waiting the falling off of the heavy Summer flush of water of the
River de Liard to proceed to establish a new Post at Frances Lake, he is
to proceed in two small boats made expressly for the purpose manned by
10 of our very best men & four Indians and as amply found in all necessaries,
particularly so in provisions & fishing tackles-My instructions to Mr.
Campbell for lis future guidance you will learn by the enclosed letter to
that Gentleman which will explain and point out the cause of my deviating
from the number of men as appointed by Council & I fondly trust that
fron the known activity of Mr. Campbell both for perseverance and steady
pursuing the objecs in view that be will successfully establish this new post
& that by his next summers trip of Discovery he will open a further field
for our enterprise & profit.

Closing the Returns of Fort Simpson for the past Outfit shews an increase
on that of last year but not so satisfactory as I would have wished, towards
spring & the best time for Marten hunting the Fort Simpson Indians had
their share of the general scarceity & want of food tho' none died of famine,
scarceity of Reindeer from one end to the other of McKenzie's River bas
been the cause of so much distress, caused the Indians state by the uncom-
mon nildness of the past winter which always, wheu such happens keeps the
deer far north & in the open barren grounds-having now closed the state-
ment of affairs of the several Posts up to the time of my departure for Fort
Simpson, the next point to draw your attention is the Summer arrange-
ments of the same.

To wit-Peels River as last accounts allowing the two Express men to be
living-

Mr. C. T. Bell, Hector McKenzie A. p M & 9 men
Fort Good Hope. No manager 2 men
Fort Norman Mr. McBeath & 2 men
Fort Simpson-Mr. Alexr Christie junr & 3 men including O'ub

buck the Esquimeaux.
Fort de Liard-Mr. C. T. Fisher & 2 men
Fort Halkett, Mr. Pambran & 1 man
Post of Frances Lake and trip of Discovery to the Westward

summer /43 Mr. R. Campbell & 10 men.
The winter managers of the several posts will be unless any unforeseen

circumstance bas transpired to alter my present plans as they stand stated
above. Mr. Alex. Christie Junr. I propose placing at Fort Good Hope
for the Winter, this young Gentleman past the last Winter with me & gave
perfect satisfaction, he is a smart, active, powerful young man & will I feel
assured do justice to a more important charge that Good Hope is likely to
be for the future. He bas intimated bis intention of retiring from the ser-
vice next summer-I also beg leave while on the topic of retiring ofEcers to
state that Mr. C. F. Fisher bas intimated bis intention of retiring from the
Fur Trade at the cose of Outfit /42, his written resignation I have for-
warded under cover to Governor Simpson. Hector McKenzie also goes one
showing a withdrawal of no less than 3 officers fron the District, if these
annual chopping & changing of officers is beneficial to my charge I leave
you Gentlemen to judge, as it would ill become me individually to give my
opinion on such a delicate subject and to all your better judgments I must
leave the decision of the number of officers kind of officers to be sent in
next summer for filling up the vacancies that will take place.

Either Mr. Hardisty or young Pruden will be sent to join Mr. C. T. Bell
at Peels River ensuing Autumn as our assistance to that Gentleman & to be
sent out next Spring with a small party on a trip of Discovery across the
Mountains to the westward from whence the Peels River Beaver come.
Mr. Campbell at Frances Lake is still without an assistant & must remain
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so until your pleasures are further made known to me on that subject.
Of the 6 recruits sent pr Portage la Loche Boats I bave detained 4 to
replace the same number going out,-only one of these four bas bis time
out & is quitting the service vizt McDonald our Boat builder & it is more
than passing strange that after the early notice I gave of this mans deter-
mination of quitting the service at the end of bis time, that another in bis
capacity has not been sent on. Boats we must have for the business of the
District and no one to make them. Bruce the Guide it is true is a Boat
Builder, but he is not so engaged & to induce him to add this to his other
duties a consideration in the way of Gratuities would be expected, but as I
have not your sanction for making him the offer, I shall not do it.

Two of the men going out are Invalids unfit for service viz Norman
McPhail severely afflicted with the gravel & James Spence native from Red
River last season, a stiffness in his knee joint with a leg of incurable ulcer-
ous running sores bas rendered him unfit for duty ever since last January.

The fourth man going out is Murdoch Marten a recruit of the last seasons
importation quite unfit to perform a man's duty from sheer bodily weakness
and should be sent back from whence he came as a useless burden on the
Company.

31st. The Cargoes brought here by Lesperance have this evening nearly
all reached the half way stage of the Portage & I beg leave to inform you,
Cargoes in such a bad condition I never saw delivered anywhere. Cases
smashed, kettles loose & scattered with holes knocked in their bottoms.
Powder kegs without ends, many wanting a great part of their original con-
tents Indeed want of care en route by the crews is manifest almost upon
every piece of property the bad quality of the powder kegs is certainly
most disgraceful & a day will arrive when some sad accident will occur to
prove that better must be had; the loss we annually sustain ere such frail
& flimsy kegs can reach their destination is of a most serious nature to us
by lessening our quantum of the most valuable and essential article that is
sent to the McKenzie, not a time are the boats unloaded but loose powder
is'to be seen all over the flooring, an accidental spark among which would
be instant destruction to Boats and Crews. Independent of the careless
and bad state that the cargoes have been delivered to me, I have further to
complain of dishonesty among the crews. A bale óf Irish twist tobacco
was opened En Route and the greater proportion of it stolen honest and
careful men in future would be preferable to such a set of scamps, and I
have also further to draw your attention to a circumstance which cals again
for your interference. Some few years ago strict orders were if I mistake
not issued preventing the crews of the Portage la Loche Brigade, embar-
rassing the boats with Flour & Butter from Red River to sell at this Port-
age the two preceding summers nothing of the kind to my knowledge took
place; this summer the custom has again been renewed & quantities both
of Flour & Butter have as a matter of course met with a ready and high
priced market from the men of McKenzie'' River. The number of recruits
to be sent in next summer to relieve those leaving the District I must leave
to your decision, fourteen of them have their times up at the close of Out-
fit 42, part of these I make no doubt may be induced to renew their con-
tracts but the number I cannot at present tak-e upon myself to say.

Our Blacksmiith for certain is fully bent upon going next season it will
therefore be absolutely necessary to have one to replace him for the District
cannot be without one-and I beg leave to request of Mr. C. F. Finlayson to
provide us one by engaging a young man of the name of LaCate he is one
of the crew of the. Pcrtage Boats this summer I have sounded him on the
subject & he will I think consent to enter the service at Inland Black-
smiths wages £24 per annum on a three years contract. Again I beg leave
to draw your attention to the circumstance of our having no Boat Carpenter
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ïn the District & I most anxiously beg that an efficient one may be sent us
for our business absolutely requires a man of that trade.

I have to report for your information that not a native of the Chipewy
tribe who are here collected this summer (their numbers are very few) have
carried a piece of property for any man belonging to McKenzies River ; old
Cardinal with his family are here & have 34 pack horses among them these
have assisted the people without any hindrance on my part.

August 2nd. The outgoing Returns for McKenzies River have been
delivered to Lesperance & he will be " En Route " to-morrow for F & I
beg leave to state that the packs have been delivered to him in the best
possible condition dry sound & well packed & and in like manner I trust
they will be handed at Factory. Lesperance has been well warned to be
careful of his valuable cargoes " En Route" he bas promised to be so & I
hope he will keep bis promise.

The day after tomorrow I expect also to be once more En Route for Fort
Simpson & having nothing further worthy of drawing your attention-I
beg leave to remain.

Gentlemen,
Your Obedt. Servant,

(Signed) JOHN LEE LEWES.
C. F.

. H. B. Company.

FoRT SimpsoN,
November 17th, 1842.

To the
Governor, Chief Factors

& Chief Traders.

GENTLEMEN,-I feel deeply grieved that the opening paragraph of my pres-
ent communication must be to lay before you a statement of the melancholy
fate of two of the Company's servants attached to this District last year
"John Spence & Murdoch Morrison. " My letter to you f rom Portage La
Loche last July would have informed you that these two men were
dispatched to Peel's Rivèr with our Winter Express from Fort Good Hope
on the 18th March last and up to the date of-my departure f rom that Post
1st June last no intelligence had been heard from them. Despatches received
from Good Hope last Septr. has at last unfolded the fate of these poor men,
and a more frightful one I believe not to be on record in all our dealings
and intercourse with the North American tribes. Whites have often been
sacrificed by the Natives throughout the country from a spirit of revenge,
retaliation or wantonness but never did a white man receive his death-blow
from the hands of Indian Murderers purposely to afford such murderers a
horrid meal on the bodies of their fallen Victims as was the case in the
present instance. By what bas come to our knowledge of this melancholy
circumstance it appears that during the second night after the two men
had left Good Hope that they were while asleep in their encampments
knocked on the head by a party of starving Cannibal Indians, immediately
cut to pieces and devoured, report stated that four women were the perpe-
trators of this dreadful deed, they are-still living and at large in the vicinity
of Good Hope, it is further reported of these four women that previous to
the murder of our two men they had killed and eaten all their husbands
and children except one of the latter a little boy who was last Sept in life
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with its mother. Are these women, Gentlemen to be punished if I oan get
a hold on them? Your instructions regarding them I shall expect to receive
pr first opportuuity till then restraint of their persons only will be put
in force against them, that i if any of them should fall into our hands
before I receive your definite orders of what is to be done with them. I
beg that what orders you may deem it advisable to issue regarding them
may be full and explicit, in the meantim, I shall refrain from entering
further on this. unpleasant circumstance and draw your attention to the
general state of the Company's affairs in this District up to the last dates.
It was not till the 25th August last that I reached this in perfect safety
with the Brigade from Portage La Loche and which was fourteen days
later than each of the two preceding years, my long detention at Portage
La Loche waiting the arrival of Lesperance and a series of strong head
.winds were the cause of my late arrival here which if the autumn had
proved as unpropitious as those of '40 and '41 were, our business for the far
off Posts would have been attended with much difficulty, and to that of
Frances Lake in particular in all probability the Boat taking supplies there
would have been set fast in the drifting ice in the river. The weather I am
happy to say throughout the Fall bas been fine and mild in the extreme no
Ice to be seen drifting down stream till the 21st Oct which fortunate cir-
cumstance I am happy to say enabled our distant voyages to be performed
in perfect safety that is, those to the old established posts. Whether the
one to Frances Lake terminated under Frances Whitford's guidance 's
successfully as all the others I have yet to learn, but more of that quarter
in its proper place. Each year that I have accompanied the Brigade to
Portage La Loche I have found myself there before Lesperance and owing
to the long detention there last year we suffered soine privations-our stock
of provisions running short, to guard against similar detentions in future I
beg to recommend that the Brigade from Norway House leave that depot
not later than the 10th June for if either have to wait at the Portage for
the other, better them than us, they are always well provisioned and have
nets to fish in Lac La Loche and without inconvenience to themselves can
afford to wait a few days, not so with us, our provisions from Athabasca is
on a scale for making our trip promptly to and froni the Portage-conse-
quently if we meet with detentions ' En Route-" our men suffer the pangs
of hunger which to a hard working voyager is anything but agreeable.

Immnediately after my arrival here no time was lost in making up the
several outfits for the different posts and giving the servants their annual
advances, so soon as this part of my duty was performed the crafts left for
their several destinations, the last of them on the morning of the ârd
September. The Winter arrangements for the several posts then had taken
place viz.:-

Frances Lake :-Mr. Robert Campbell and ten men, including Guide and
Interpreter.

Fort Halkett :-Mr. Pambran and three men.
Fort de Liard :-Mr. C. T. Fisher and six men.
Peel's River :-Mr. C. T. Bell, James Prudens, seven men and an appren-

tice boy a son of Frances Hoole engaged last Spring on a seven years Con-
tract and sent to Peel's River from whence I have desired Mr. C. T. Bell tô
send him with the Loucheux Chief for two or three years so as to perfect
himself in the language of that tribe that he may hereafter act as Interpre-
ter for the Post of Peel's River.

Fort Good Hope :--Mr. Alex. Christie and three men.
Fort Norman:-Mr. Adam McBeath and four men.
Fort Simpson :-Mr. C. F. Lewes, Mr. William Hardesty and nineteen

men, part of these men wintered at the Big Island Fishery after having
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performed the trip to the Long Portage west branch river, our provision
store being too low to admit of keeping them all here.

Mr. Hector McKenzie apprentice Pt. Master I found atthis place on my
arrivai, he bad arrived but a few days before me from Peel's River, and as
it was then too late for forwarding him to Red River in the regular Sum-
mer crafts lie passes the present Winter at the Big Island Fishery in charge
of that station, his salary for the current year must be left to your decision.

On the 30th September last I received despatches from the lower posts,
Mr. C. T. Bell was at Good Hope when' Mr. Christie, junr, reached that
post and I am sorry to say that the information received from Mr. Bell
regarding his charge and future prospects is not of so high and satisfactory
a nature as would be wished. The Natives of bis post were partakers of
the general scarcity of food last season the consequence of which has been
a great falling off in the article of Beaver, the total returns last year were
1200 odd, this year of what is at present stored at Good Hope only 600, a
few more may be added to this ere Spring but not in sufficient numbers I
suspect to make it tally with the past outfit the total number of packs
brought by Mr. Bell to Good Hope are 51. Eleven of these belong to
outfit /41 and the other 40 to the current season. In addition to the
decrease in the Beaver returns from that post a general scarcity of pro-
visions at it is likewise to be much regretted, by Mr. Hector McKenzie.
Mr. Bell wrote to me stating the picture of his future pro-pects for passing
the long and dreary Winter and that unless he received assistance in the
way of provisions he dreaded fatal results towards himself and those under
his command before ensuing spring. To aid him as I would have wished
was out of my power. The total failure I may say throughout the District
both last Spring and Summer in the provision trade rendered such
impossible not two thousand had been collected during Summer among all
the posts and what was made in this essential commodity was only at Forts
Simpson and Norman, not an ounce was available f rom any of the other
posts towards our general disbursements, nevertheless low as I found my-
self for meeting all the heavy demands from this place; Mr. Bell, come
what may had to be assisted, and lie was so to the utmost of my power,
from this he received 1400 lb. of dry meat and Peniecan and from Fort
Norman 100 lb. of the former making in all 1900 lb., on receiving this at
Good Hope lie writes that with that supply sent lie thinks he will be able
to pass the ensuing winter if not ir' absolute pienty at least so as to keep
body and soul together.

Mr. Bell during last sumner had undertaken a trip of discovery to the
West side of the Mountains but owing to the desertion of his Indian guide
it was a failure. The following paragraph of his letter will put you in
possession of all that is interesting to learn on t hat head.

In my communication of 22nd last June previous to my departure on a
voyage accross the Western Mountains I entertained sanguine hopes of
being able to reach the large River mentioned by the Muquash Indians
which flows through the country inhabited by a tribe of the Musquash
Indians more remote than themselves. The desertion of my guides & the
difEòulty of procuring provisions defeated my expectations, the distance
f rom the Peel to cross a long chain of mountains will I fear be an insur-
mountable barrier in the way of extending the trade to that part of the
country. We took 4 days of difficult travelling to reach a small river
which descends between the Mountains in a S. W. course, this stream is
fordable where I fell upon it but like all the Rivers which rise in the
Mountains, it is fed by innumerable rivulets which greatly contribute to
augment its waters and renders it of sufficient depth for small boats. I
attempted to carry a small canoe accross the Mountains but owing to the
badness of the road the men were obliged to abandon it, on arriving at the
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river I felt the want of a canoe to navigate it & the two men & two Indians
that accompanied me soon made a raft with which we decended three days
the purrent being hardly perceptible, our progress was consequently slow,
in the evening of the third day we happened to find three small Indian
canoes on the Beach two of these we tied together with cords & embarking
two men in each, the third with one man in it preceded us for the purpose
of killing game for our daily wants. We now proceeded more expeditiously
with our fiail vessels which the least wind and ripple threatened to over-
whelm; after having travelled 4 days we arrived at a Camp of Rat Indians
which they apparently abandoned a few days before. My guide whose re-
lations they were proposed to go and see them at a short distance in land
for the purpose of obtaining some dry fish for our voyage, promising to
come back early next morning which he never intended to fulfil; but took
the precaution of sending another in his place, at first I was highly pleased
with this substitute being an experienced man and seemed well acquainted
with the river to which we were bound. The second day after we set out
with this new guide I was much surprised on hearing him declare that he
would proceed no further with us alleging the distance to reach the large
river, 1 so anxiously wished to see, to be so great that we should be over-
taken by the cold before we could be able to come back in the Fall and
that for want of clothing he was not prepared for such a long journey. I
remonstrated with him in vain on the impropriety of his conduct but no
persuasion could induce him to change his mind. I then had no alterna-
tive but to return, being apprehensive had I persevered in reaching the
object of my wish without a guide I might probably return too late to
forward the Returns to Fort Good Hope & having left nobody at the Fort
to do it in my absence. The route to return by the river being long and
winding the Indian guided us home across the country of the Musquash
Indians and we arrived at the Fort on the 24th July after an absence of
32 days. In my voyage down the River I observed the scarcity of wood
and have not seen one place where large timber fit for building could be
found. From this imperfect sketch you will be better able to judge of the
practicability of establishing a post beyond the Western Mountains. From
Geod Hope 11 th Sept. he wiites: "By the arrival of Mr. Christie here
yesterday I have to acknowledge the receipt of your favor under date the
31st ulto accompanying the outfit for Peel's River a few pieces of which
got wet on the passage down in consequence of the leaking of the boat. I
am truly pleased to see the quantity of Pemecan and dry meat you have
forwarded by this conveyance which will render us great service & I sin-
cerely trust will be the means of enabling me to pass the approaching long
winter without want. I arrived at this place on the 30th ulto after a
favourable and expeditious passage of 7 days. The returns amounting to
51 packs were stored here in perfect good order, I am truly distressed to
acquaint you with the unfortunate fate of the two Express men who were
cruelly murdered by the Indians of this Post three days journey below the
Establishment and their bodies have no doubt been eaten by their mur-
derers. It is reported that a widow with her fanily who committed this
horrid crime and when the fact of her being the murderer is clearly ascer-
tained and proved against her an exemplary punishment ought to be
inflicted on the cannibals.

Next Summer either Mr. Bell or Mr. J. S. Pruden will again make the
attempt to penetrate to the'Westward for the purpose of exploring that
unknown part of the country.

The Post of Good Hope was under the charge last Summer of one of the
common men Buonaventure St. Amand the dreadful misfortune of last
season has left so few Indians that but little could be expected from the
few that do survive. Mr. Christie, junior, writes that a few furs were in
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store when he arrived but not a mouthful of dry Provisions but notwith-
standing bis then scarcity his hopes for the future were somewhat sanguine
of procuring some for a few Indians had been in and report that the Rein
Deer were flocking from the Coast to the Interior.

The Summer report fron Fort Norman is as satisfactory as can be
wished for the provisir trade excepted which only yielded 800 pounds, 500
of which was sent to Mr. Bel], but I arm not apprehensive that any scarcity
of food for Winter Consunption will take place at that Post. Mr. A.
McBeath bas the Bear's Lake as hand for yielding a supply of fish, the able
manner in which he last year availed himself of this reserve proved of the
greatest benefit not only to those immediately under him but to bis
neighbours likewise this year he has followed the saie plan by boating bis
fish honie and will I trust procure plenty for passing the present winter.
In another part of this letter I stated that the last Craft left this with
outfits on the 3rd September these were two boats for the long Portage
West Branch River having on board the Outfits of Forts Halkett and de
Liard and additional supplied for Frances Lake on account of the current
year, and likewise an outfit for Frances Lake for Outfit /43 to lay in depot
at Fort Halkett till next Summer where Mr. Campbell if he requires it
early can send for it on the 20th September. Bapte. Bruce who was guide
and had charge of these two boats arrived safe at the Portage and there he
found Mr. Pambran & Whitford the latter from Frs. Lake with one small
boat sent according to my instructions by Mr. Campbell to take up the
additional Outfit and servants advances. Whitford left the Portage on the
following morning after Bruces arrival for Frances Lake since then I have
received no tidings from that place. Bruce returned fre-n the Portage on
the 25th September when I received letters from Messrs. Campbell and
Pambran. The following paragraphs from that of Mr. Campbell's will put
you in possession of all that that gentleman reports regarding the new
establishment forming under bis management. Agreeably to your instruc-
tions Whitford with a boat and slender crew will leave here Monday next
(5th) to meet those sent from Fort Simpson with the Outfit at "Portage de
Diable" which with such velocity of current in their favour I hope they
will reach by the tenth.

I would willingly transmit to you by the same conveyance the various
informations you requested regarding the natives,' &c., but I had not the
pleasure yet of seeing any exclusive of those composing my own party, one
family and of my old acquaintance is all that I saw since I left Fort de
Liard and in lieu of any other news I will give you the outline of our
voyage up which was the most toilsome that can possibly be conceived
rendered particularly so from the unusual circumstance of the water having
kept uncommonly high the whole summer, till indeed after our arrival hert,
the current everywhere strong and in many places one continuation of
rapids and but little beach to afford tracking that the people were com-
pletely exhausted especially the Indian part of the crew .which were so
much overcome with fatigue that they were not worth being named as
such.

From Fort de Liard (which we left on the 4th July) we were till the
18th reaching the Portage being some days water bound other whole days
half of the crew were a head with the Oxes while the rest were towing on
the boats. At the Portage we could not attempt to pass the Boats by
Water consequently we had to make a road across that Mountain of three
miles long and launch the Boats and Cargoes across which with our mutual
and collected strength put forth took us till the close of the 23rd to
accomplish it by which time we were all as fatigued as fatigue could
possibly make us.
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We reached Fort Halkett on the 25th where we found Hoole well and
the result of his summer management as.satisfactory as could be expected.
Susseaume I gave in exchange for Hoole and made over the charge of the
place to Mr. Pambran and left it early on the 27th and after toiling in the
usual way against strong current and without any delay except a few
hours with Indians at the Forks of the Deases and West Branch we
reached here at last on the 13th August, a voyage of 49 days including
delays and of a continuation of toils and difficulties which I hope now no
future successor will have to experience.

The little house we built here in /40 we fitted up and it serves at present
as a temporary store for.our goods, the other buildings were immediately
commenced but from the circumstance of building wood being so scarce and
far to carry on men's shoulders, so few good axemem among the party,
with this, the attending to Fisheries and getting of the various materials
for and making of small canoes &c that we are getting on but rather
tardy, however a house of 42 feet inside by 17 & 9 Ft. Posts a store of 30
by 20 and 10 ft posts is up and logged except the roofing and the frame of
Men's flouse of 30 by 16 ft is rendered on the spot ready to be erected.
The site is a very fine one on the Forks of the Lake directly opposite the
mouth of the River about 3 miles distant ou a beautiful " Cottian" at the
Foot of Simpson's Tower. But upon the whole when so many necessary
things are done & a doing I cannot complain of the progress we have made
in so short a time but now that our party must break up some for the
Portage others soon to attend regularly to the Fisheries the building will
as a miatter of course go on but at a small pace and what bas also retarded
us greatly is that the only good builder I have here Old Lapierre bas been
for half the time I have been here laid up so very ill that bis life was
despared of but he has now so far recovered that he is at his work again,
that you may see that with every expedition we can use Winter will be
upon us before we can possibly have any shelter ready to protect us from
its severity but if we have provisions I do not despare of our being snugly
housed before Christmas. Our Fishery with 9 Nets constantly in the
water is not sufficiently productive to support the Establishment, with their
whole produce the meat of 2 Reindeer we have also spent 2 ý bags of
Pemecan since our arrival here. The day we arrived we got 6 nets set
without delay and almost immediately after they produced 49 fine fish and
the next morning 61 this promising well for the beginning but we did not
get so many in any day since & wbat is singular they regularly diminish
after the first night a net is set till none at all is got till changed to some
other place but as yet we had but little time to look about us there being so
much to do and so little time for it. Rennie our Fisherman at least the
intended one will I am afraid be of little service this season. He cannot
go yet into a fishing canoe & this lake is a terrible place for wind that had
we boats for that purpose it would be a god-send to us, as indeed some-
thing of that kind we must soon have there being no bark in this quarter
fit for Canoe making. Regarding our hunters they went off in different
directions as soon after our arrivai as they got canoes made (a no easy task
here) & since then I have not heard of them. I have also sent off my
former Guide in quest of Indians but I have but little hopes of seeing any
or but few this season & for the reason I mentioned to you in June viz their
disappointment last year which no doubt bas caused the death of some by
privations for want of the supplies in ammunition &c they expected ; others
again have drawn off to barter for supplies with the different tribes they
are accustomed to .meet for that purpose and with this the shocking
massacre committed by them of this quarter on a Tribe residing on the
River I was on across the Mountains has made them move for fear of
retaliation, retreated from their own lands, this is the Indian Report & how
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far it may be true time only can tel. It was also said many caches of furs
were made in this vicinity two of those shown me coming up by the above
mentioned Lac we found with the contents all taken off. We however got
one accidently near the Blouse when 7 parcels were found containing in all
81 large Beaver, 14 small, 69 Clartens 23 Rats 1 Otter 2 Cross Foxes 1
kid 2 Wolvereens 1 lb Castorum and 6 excellent Mooseskins all in perfect
condition and which is now in store waiting the claimant call to be paid
the above with 30 Beaver skins more is all that I have yet."

Next summer's campaign of Mr. Campbell I trust will open to us a
further and wide field for our enterprise to work upon as I do not expect
to hear from Mr. Campbell befor next June, no further information regard-
ing the new post of the country he is in can reach you before next Summer
pr return of the Portage Brigade to Norway House.

The first information received froin Mr. Pambran was anything but of a
pleasing nature. He had passed a miserable summer at Fort Halkett for
want of food and no prospect when he wrote unless the Fall Fishery
proved successful of bettering his situation. No dry provisions was made
in the summer indeed there are no natives now attached to that miserable
post but a single one with bis family who cannot be expected to give much
assistance in such a poor part of the country for large animals, the few
Indians that were there last year have followed Mr. Campbell to Frances
Lake consequently a post without the means of hunting the country can be
of no profit to us. I should therefore propose its abandonment next season
provided however that it can bc so with perfect safety to the party of
Frances Lake & any others that may hereafter have to be established still
further to the westward and this point can only be determined after
intelligence reaches this from Mr. Campbell next Autumn. Your instruc-
tions next season as a matter of course will be attended to whether for its
abandonment or otherwise. On the l2th ult. two of the three men
appointed to Winter at Fort Halkett very unexpectedly made their appear-
ance at this place. The Fall Fishery bas proved unproductive and Mr.
Pambran has sent these two men down, remaining with him only one man
and with this reduced establishment he writes lie does not think he will be
able to remain long after them, want of food will make him and the man
with him desert the place to seek the needful either here or at Fort de
Liard. The Post of Fort de Liard last Summer produced little or nothing
either in the way of furs or provisions. Mr. C. T. Fisher states that of the
latter the Indians had made some quantities, but that the severe lessons of
former years had taught them to provide for the future by hording the
principal part of what they procured to meet their own wants during the
present Winter the consequence of their having carried this plan into
exectition is an empty provision store at Fort de Liard by last news from
there the 6th Inst I Jearn that the fisheries have yielded about 12000 Fish
with this supply and some meat which may be expected from the Fort
Hunters vill kill during the season I do not expect to hear of any priva-
tions at that post tbis season.

The business of this post last summer under the charge of Mr. A. Christie
junr. was entirely to my satisfaction about 15 Packs of Furs were collected
and but a small quantity of provisons, the various duties of the Establish-
ment had been ably conducted & on ny return I found everything in a
thriving and prosperous state; our farm which is now of 7½ acres extent
yielded 360 Bushells of potatoes & Barley I think when it is threshed out
will yield 60 or 70 bushels, the Wheat sown did not come to maturity the
season here is too short for its doing so. Next summer I expect to have
under the plough 12 acres and I request of Mr. C. F. Dun: Finlayson by
the portage boats of next season to forward two Casks of the best seed
peas from R. R. Settlement for the purpose of cultivation here and at Fort
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de Liard. I think they will have a successful crop, if they do they will
with barley meal tend much to assist in our summer voyages at a future
period.

Our Fall Fisbery I am happy to say has proved more fortunate than
either of the two preceding years 13,400 have been stored here without
accident to man or craft the Autumn was so uncommonly fine and mild
that the last trip from the Big Island reached this so late as the 22nd Octo-
ber without a particle of Ice to be seen all along the McKenzie from Slave
Lake. This stock of Fish with our potatoes will put us over the Winter
months without any privations.

I beg leave to note for the information of Mr. C. T. Campbell of Atha-
basca that the usual quantity of provisions annually supplied from that
District for provisioning our Brigade will be expected to be forthcoming next
summer in the same proportion as formerly at Forts Chipewyan & Resolu-
tion and any additional supplies as the above either of dry meat or Pemecan
that Mr. C. T. Campbell can supply us with will be most acceptable, the
larger the quantities of each the more acceptable it wili prove in the pre-
sent dearth of provisions within this District at present there is nothing
on our hands to meet the great disbursements next summer nor can I say
that my hopes are very sanguine of procuring in large quantities among
ourselves consequently any assistance thmt the Gentleman in charge of
Athabasca District can render us will be of 'he greatest importance. Five
or six Kegs of butter will also be required for the use of this District from
Athabasca next summer.

In reply to a paragraph of Mr. C. F. Finlayson's lett*r to me bearing
date 9th July last on the subject of Testamentary Documents being left by
the late Willm. Mowat. J. Loutit Wm. Merriman and Willm. Robertson I
beg leave to state that nothing of the kind was found among the personal
property left by each individual nor am I aware that any "will " was ever
made by any of the unfortunates, none to my knowledge or belief is extant
withing this District & for your further imformation I beg to state that
none of these men left any family ties or connections within the M.K.R.
District.

I beg leave to draw your attention to the circumstance of Mr. C. T.
Fisher and Mr. H. McKenzie Ap. Poll. leaving the District next summer,
Mr. A. Christie junr. previous to his leaving this to take charge of the Post
of Good Hope consented to remain for another year consequently his ser-
vices will be available till /44 when it is his wish of leaving the service &
proceeding to Norway House by the Summer Craft of that season two gen-
tlemen will be required by the portage boats next summer to fill up the
vacancies occasioned by the retirements of Messrs. Fisher & Mckenzie and
I beg leave to request that they may be gentlemen of some experience &
who can take charge of a post immediately on arrival, of young gentlemen
seconds we have at present sufficient--And f beg leave further to draw
your attention to the number of our servants whose times expire with the
current Outfit, seventeen of them are so situated more than 6 of these are
fuUly bent upon leaving the service next summer & as there are but 6
young hands wintering at Norway House intended to relieve retiring ser-
vants from this District I beg leave to recommend that the number be
made to 8 by the addition of two smart active young halfbreeds from Red
River (single men).
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I beg leave to state for your information that unless any unforseen occur-
rences should take place between this and June next making it expedient
to alter my present plans, the Summer Arrangements of the officers for /43
will be as follows

Peels River Mr. C. T. Bell & Mr. Js. Pruden Ap. m.
Fort Good Hope - a common man

" Norinan Mr: A McBeath P. M.
" Simpson Willm. Hardisty Ap. M.

Fort de Liard - Mr. Alex Christie Jun. Clerk
" Halkett " P. Pambran A.P.M.
" Frances Lake" Robt Campbell Clerk.

I have no assistance to send there next Summer, the number of summer
men will be in conformity to the Minutes of Council, Frances Lake excepted
& the number required for there I cannot determiné till I hear from Mr.
Campbell next June.

November 25th 1842

Since writing the fore part of this letter the 17th Inst. I was much sur-
prised and annoyed by the arrival here of three of the Frances Lake men
& hearing that a fourth Frances Whitford, Guide was at Fort Halkett, it
appears Mr. Campbell bas been under Lhe necessity of breaking up his
establishment for want of food the Fisheries have all proved unproductive,
I shall not here attempt to picture to you my feelings at this untoward
commencement of our affairs in the Westward, nor comment thereon further
than to say that it is now pretty manifest that none of these Mountain
Lakes tho' of a large size can be depended upon for yielding fish in sufficient
quantities throughout the year so as to prevent privations, the following
extracts, from Mr. Campbell's letter will lay before you all the information
that gentleman has transmitted to me regarding the new post under his
charge " Frances made a very expeditious voyage to & from the Portage,
but then long delay there has brought with it an endless series of evils in its
train which has disorganized my plans of operation & kept our buildings
altogether in the rear.

I cannot commence my letter with the usual phase of that it affords me
pleasure the very contrary is the case nothing but adverse and untoward
circumstances makes me trouble you at this early period, which in one word
is this, that my prospects of procuring food for the support of the Establish-
ment over Winter is none of the most favourable. The fishery has hitherto
continued very unproductive, no improvement since you heard from me, first
nights trial has been the best yet though the Lake bas been tried all over
with plenty of good nets, then produce falls short of the daily consumption
at this time which is generally the most favourable for fishing & what may
we expect in the dead of winter.

Rennie who was stationed at thxe furthest end of the Lake to little pur-
purpose, I sent off at the close of Sept. with Indians carrying canoe and
fishing agres across land to Finlayson's Lake. The report we heard of that
and several other lakes in the vicinity was truly flattering and since the
arrivai of the boat and more hands I have been anxiously waiting (n1ot in
idleness) for the arrival of an Indian with news, and Guide Frances with a
man or two there for attending the fishery and other operations I had in
contemplation, and it was only late last night that the Indian cast up, & I
am sorry to say with the sad news that no fish was taken in either fishing
lake or any other lake that was tried, thus my brilliant hopes failed before
they were bloomed. The Hunters likewise have done but little good. That
from the little knowledge and experience we have of the country & its
resources it would be risking too much to keep such a large Establishment
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of men for Winter, with such gloomy prospects before, especially that once
the River sets fast I can have no retreat should matters come to the worst.
But had you followed up the plan upon which we parted (viz) to send a
sufficiency of provisions for rendering the Outfit here ("Here I beg leave to
note that Mr. Campbell is labouring under a very great error, our plans
alluded to I more than followed up, provisions were sent from here 450 lb
pemican or 5 Bags to the Portage .de Diable as cargo expressly for victual-
ling the crew of the Boat sent by Mr. Campbell to take up the remnant of
his Outfit &c the crew consisted of 7 men at 3 lbs per day each man I had
sent for 21 days full rations and they were only 16 en route so that I had
sent a bag of pemecan more than was necessary to take them back to
Frances Lake but it would appear that out of the 5 bags sent only 3 were
delivered to Whitford the Guide of the Boat at the Portage. Mr. Camp-
bell consequently must have been misinformed, otherwise he would not have
stated what he has done in this last sentence:) " and could you spare it some
for next seasons operation, in case how matters would turn out-by this
having a little Depot say 2 or 3 bags pemecan at Fort Halkett, I would
have a safe retreat at any season, a bag of pemecan would be sufficient for
every two men from here to Fort Halkett and from thence to Fort de
Liard, a bag for every three men, were this the case I would stand it out to
the last extremity rather than break through our first arrangement, an
expedient which I·have adopted with the greatest reluctance & which pains
me to the soul as it not only puts a stop to our present operations (which
were getting on nicely) but also deranges my intended plans for next season,
and it grieves me most of all, that any news but favourable would go from
Frances Lake to Head quarters-But from the aspect circumstances wear
with the unfavorable result of our personal experience here I would not be
justified in committing myself without the possibility of retreat to the
danger of our lives and Company's Interest. Fort Halkett without any pro-
visions there is the same as if it did not exist at all. Regarding our build-
ings for the time we have been at them, we have advanced remarkably well;
I have now gov an excellent set of men who are daily improving, and sorry
I am on that same account to break them up & I can assure you that since
the day of our arrival here that none of them have eaten their fish in idle-
ness, to-day they have all been at work among snow mud and stones making
chimnies till about 1 P.M. after which our fur parcels were tied up and I
suppose soon after midnight they will be off. Did you not expressly tell me
that you wanted Frances next Spring I would not have sent him I am
apprehensive how the party without him would get on now or secure the
Boat at " Portage Brulé." You know that he is the only confidenitial man
I have got & that no officer has been sent I know not how I can risk the
Fort into the bands of any other I have next season during my absence
as J an quite willing, determined to go on with my discovery voyage next
season, but you are not to expect any furs or perhaps news next Spring,
a circumstance to which I am glad you were pleased not to restrict me &
which if you did it would be impossible for me as will easily see from the
arrival of the beavers to carry it into execution, I have however for-
warded the few furs I have to be ready for exportation and I have to beg
you will be pleased to excuse the hurried manner in which they are tied up.
I do not wish to detain them longer for fear of the cold setting in sud-
denly. I will request Mr. Pambran to forward what few furs he may have
also & if from the state of the weather and other circurustances Frances will
not venture to take the canoe from Fort Halkett, there will be no other
alternative than that they take the boat from lower end of "Portage de
Diable " to Fort de Liard, then Mr. C. T. Fisher will forward them by some
other craft. Be assured that it galls me sufBciently to have to give rise to
such complicated troubles, but I have no other alternative with any possible
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safety that I could follow and after all God only knows how we are to get
over the Winter few as we are, but I am not discouraged yet and with the
help of a kind and gracious Providence I hope to get through with life &
safety & have soine furs into the bargain; My prospects in that way are
better than on the provision line. We have however seen but few Indians,
but is now known here & report says we shall see plenty by & bye. Our
old enemies the Naharnies are said to be resolved to banish us the country.
I fear not their threats if I bave provisions the only thing that bas ever
given me trouble to be without.

The River I was on is said to be a very large river from the number of
Tributaries which swell it in its course to the Coast & also trading parties
are along the Coast whether Russians or Siberians crossing the Straits from
Asia I know not or what part of the Report can at all be relied upon, one
thing certain is that some goods are brought up from that quarter & it
would almost appear as if an opposition of some description did already
exist between the Coast trafficers, but I am going astray from my subject
on this supposition which I hope with the help of God to know personally
the particulars of by & bye.

I have to beg of you the favor that you will please have the goodness to
transmit to the Governor & Council my most sincere thanks & gratitude for
the advance that bas been so unexpectedly added to my salary I cannot hope
to have merited such high marks of their approbation. I am exceedingly
proud of the confidence they repose in me & the important trust they are
pleased to commit to my charge from which I hope I need not say that I
am most desirous of giving satisfaction."

The furs sent by Mr. Campbell & now in store at Fort Halkett amount
£389 16 2.

If we are fortunate between this & June next to collect some quantity
of provisions in all probability I shall when I start for Portage la Loche
despatch a small Boat to Frances Lake with supplies and any provisions
that can be spared. By one of the extracts of ýMr. Campbells letter, neither
information or packs from him are to be expected next spring consequently
the first news you will receive of him after this date will be by the Winter
express 43/44.

I am happy to state that the last information from Mr. Pambran notes a
favorable change had taken place with him in the living way-after he had
sent off bis two men as I before stated the fineness of the Autumn enabled
the only man with him to prosecute the fishing business to a very late
period, the consequence was that 1100 fine fish were taken, these with
rabbits, which are again becoming rather plentiful in that quarter will now
prevent the once threatened desertion of that post. By the last arrivals
nothing new or important had occurred at Fort de Liard of note Health
prevailed & they had abundance of Fish for passing the Winter.

Having pr. Winter Express of last year int'mated my wish of availing
myself of my rotation of Furlough for /42 & this not being complied with
by Council ; I beg leave again to draw your attention to my being granted
leave of absence next Summer for one year-the plead of the 3rd Minute
of last Summer's Council I trust can no longer be set ferth as a preventive
to this favor be granted me for the 7 years as stated by the 4th Minute of
Council /41 will then in my case be expired since I was in England last.

At this early period of the season nothing like a just estîmate can be
found as to what the results of our Returns may be for the present Outfit.
Marten I am sorry to say do no appear to be so plentiful as last season ;
Beaver we are restricted to a certain number & of Musquash tho' the best
in the country, thousands of them form but a vesy small sum in £ S. D.,
when they get to market, so that I will not venture in case of disappoint-
ment to say I expect even equal to last. Nevertheless for your information
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I may here state the furs on hand at the Outposts up to the last dates July
& Sept. & what is here at the present moment shows an amelioration of two-
or three Hundred pounds compared with the same period last year.
Colectively we have rather better than 80 packs valued at nearly £4000,
on account of the present Outfit /41 valued at £613 4. 4.

As it may be pleasing for you to learn of the healthiness of all within
this District & it is as pleasing to me to be able to state for your informa-
tion that general health prevails both among the Company's servants &
natives & if all can but procure the needful in the way of food throughout
the Winter it will be a blessing equal to health itself & which has not been
the case for the last 2 years among us.

in conformity to the Minutes of Council I shall accompany the Brigade
to Portage la Loche next Summer when I trust I shall have the pleasure
of receiving your commands in reply,.to the many subjects herein laid before
you for consideration, & in the meantime I beg leave to subscribe myself,

Gentlemen,
Your obedt. servant,

(Signed.) JOHN LEE LEWES,
C. F., H. H. B. Compy.
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Jo 721, Mr. Henry Addington presents his compliments to Mr. Simpson, and
*'having received Mr. Secretary Canning's directions to communicate with

Mr. Simpson on the subject of the Columbia River and North West
Boundaries with a view to the final adjustment of those important questions
with the Government of the United States he is desirous of arranging an
interview with Mr. Simpson and in so doing wishes to consult Mr. Simpson's
convenience equally with his own.

He therefore requests that Mr. Simpson will have the goodnessto let
him know at what hour and day, and where it would be most convenient
to bim to favour Mr. Addington with an interview.
191 Regents Street,

28th Decemb: 1825.

Mr. Simpson presents respectful compliments to Mr. Addington will have
much pleasure in communicating with and giving him al the information
he possesses in regard to the Columbia River and North West Boundary;
for which purpose Mr. Simpson will do himself the honour of waiting on
Mr. Addington when and where he may be pleased to appoint, Mr. Simp-
son's time being quite at Mr. Addingtons disposal.

HUDSON's BAY HOUSE, 29th Decr. 1825.

Mr. Addington presents his compliments to Mr. Simpson, and requests
the favor of a visit from him agreeably to bis proposa] at one o'clock p.m.
to-morrow, if perfectly convenient to Mr. Simpson.

Thursday 29th December 1825.

191 REGENT STREET,
30th December, 1825.

Smi,-I inclose herewith the set of queries on which I wish for more
particular information.

The anawers to them may be as concise as is consistent with perfect
perspicuity. The more matter of fact they are, the better. That to query
IX. I wish to be as strictly confcrmable to fact and history as possible.

I am, Sir,
Your very .obedt. humb: servt.,

H. W. ADDINGTON.

P.S.-Be so good as to send your answer whenever it may be ready
addressed to me at the Foreign Office.

Mr. Henry Addington requests that Mr. Simpson will have the goodness
to send in the answers to Mr. A's queries (whenever they shall have been
finished at Mr. Simpson's entire leisure) addreesed to him at his own
lodging which he has changed, instead of to the Foreign Office.
194 Regent Street, Jany 4th, 1826.

ii-1
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Mr. Simpson presents respectful Compliments tïo Mr. Addington, begs to
hand him answers to his list of Queries likewise a corrected chart of the
Country on both sides of the Rocky Mountains; should Mr. Addington
require further information on this important subject Mr. Simpson will do
himself the honor to- wait upon him at any time he may appoint.
HUDSON'S BAY HOUSE, 5th Janry, 1826.

Queries.

1. What is the nature of the soil, its capa-
bility of production, and general character
in the Vicuiity of the Columbia and Lewis's
Rivers? What the climate ?

2. Are the natives on the Northern bank
of the Columbia warlike or pacifie, inclined
or averse to intercourse with the whites? Is
the Country between the Rocky Mountains
and the Columbia densely or thinly in-
habited?

3. Is there good hunting ground imnmedi-
ately on the northern bank of the Columbia?

4. What, on a rough calculation are the
annual profits of Trade in the district of
Columbia and do they arise from the North-
ern or Southern portion of that district
principally?

Answers.

The banks of the Columbia on both sides
the River from Cr.pes Disappointment and
Adams to the Cascade Portage a distance of
from 150 to 180 miles are covered with a
great variety of fine large timber consisting
of Pine of different kinds, of Cedar, Hem-
lock, Oak, Ash, Alder, Maple and Popiar
with many other kinds unknown to me. The
soil of the low grounds is alluvial and found
very productive, that of the high grounds a
rich black mould, chiefly composed of de-
cayed vegetables. Some of the points forwed
by the windings of the river are extensive
and beautiful with sufficient Timber for use
and ornament, and where the plough may be
used immediately and the point on which
the Company's Establishments of Fort Van-
couver is situated is froin its extent and from
the fertility of its soil capable of producing
large quantities of grain of every kmnd of pas-
turmg numerous herds of cattle and nutri-
tious roots are so abundant that almost any
number of Hogs may be reared.

The climate delightfully temperate from
the month of April until the month-of Octo-
ber. and from November until March rainy
with little or no Frost or Snow.

From the Cascade Portage to the entranco
of Lewis's River, the banks are sterile, the
Soil very Sandy producing Stinted Grass
and willows and little or no timber. The
Country in the vicinity of Lewis's River I
understand is level and generally fertile but
I cannot speak with certainty on this point
not having had an opportunity of visitmng it
personally except at its junction with the
River Columbia.

The different Triòes on the banks of the
Columbia are generally bold and warlike as
regards each other and extremely jealous of
any encroachments on each others Territory
or privileges but peaceable and wel disposed
towards the whites with whom they are very
anxious to maintain a friendly intercourse.
Occasional differences I understand took
place when we first entered the Country in
which some li es were l1œt on both sides but
at present the best understanding exists be-
tween us and themu. The Country is densely
inhabitated, on account of the great abun-
dance of its resources in the way of living.

The hi:ating grounds immediately on the
Northern banks of the Columbia are nearly
exhausted in respect to fur-bearing animals
but the back Country is still productive and
Beaver are found in all the small Rivers and
Lakes.

The Trade of the Columbia district is yet
in its infancy and the Countries tothe North-
ward and Southward produce about an equal
quantity of Furs amounting together in value
to between 30 and £40,000 pr. annum.
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Queries.

5. Have the Americans any Post or trap-
ping parties on the Columbia or to the West
of the Rocky Mountains in that direction?

6. Is the Country Northward of the Col-
umbia favourable for Land and Water com-
munication ?

7. For what extent of Country does the
Columbia River furnish an outlet for Trade.
Specify this exactly and according to the
latest and most accurate accounts?

8. What time is required for communica-
tion between Hudson's Bay (York Fort) and
Fort Vancouver?

9. Upon what foundation does the asser-
tion rest that "British subjects had been
trading on the Coast in the vicinity of the
Columbia, prior to Gray's voyage thither in
1788?

N.B. Consult every authority within reach
on this point and state the fact if anywhere
positively ascertained, accompanied by date,
and specification of the point where such
persons opened an intercourse with the
Natives.

•Answers.

The Americans have not had a Post on the
West side of the Rocky Mountains bince the
year 1813 and I am not aware that they ever
had any Trapping parties on the West side
of the Mountains until last year when the
Hudson's Bay Company's Snake Country
Expedition fell in with ive Americans who
had straggled across the sources of the
Missour.

The Country to the Northward of the
Columbia is not favourable for water com-
munication with the Coast on account of the
unpetuosity of the current at particular
Seasons in the different rivers and frequent
chains of rapids and dangerous falls, and the
Communication with the Coast by Land is
quite impracticable on account of the moun-
tainous character of the Country which is
covered with almost impenetrable forests.

The Columbia is the only navigable River
to the interior from the Coast we are ac-
quainted with, it is therefore the only cer-
tain outlet for the Company's Trade west of
the Mountains comprehending that of thir-
teen Establishments now occupied
1. Ft. Vancouver. 7. Kilmany.
2. Nez Percé. 8. Fraser's Lake.
3. Okanagan. 9. Ft. St. James.
4. Colville Hlouse. 10. McLeod's Fort.
5. Flat Head. 11. Chilcotin ,
6. Kootenais. 12. Thompson's Fort.

13. Alexandria Fort.
I was last year occupied 84 days travelling

from York Fort, Hudson's Bay to the mouth
of the Columbia but I think the journey can
be performed in the hei-ht of the Season : i
a light canoe; unincumered with baggage,
for the water communication and with good
horses for the journey by Land which may
be about ith of the whole distance in 2
months or 65 days by a different route to
that which I took.

Both Meares' and Vancouver's Voyages
confirm the assertion that " British subjects
had been trading on the coast in the vicinity
of the Columbia prior to Gray's voyage
thither in 1788 Vizt. In Mearss' observa-
tions on the probable existence of a North
West passage page 55 it is stated "that the
"Imperial Eagle Captn. Barclay sailed from
"Europe beginning1787 and not only arrived
"at Nootka Sound in August but explored
"the Coast from Nootka to Wacananeh and
"so on to a Sound to which he gave his own

name. The boat's crew was dispatched
"and discovered the extraordinary Straita of

"John de Fuca, and also the coast as far as
"Queenhythe " within 30 to 40 miles of the
Columbia River " when after the fatal catas-
trophe which happened to some of them, the
Ship quitted the Coast and proceeded to
China having performed the whole voyage in
twelve months." The following note appears
in Meares' Journal page 124 "The Imperial
" Eagle was a Ship employed to collect Furs
" on the Coast of America, in 1787, in the
"course of this business the Captain dis-

"atched his long boat from King George's
Sound on a trading expedition as far as 47°

"North. She then anchored abreast of a
"river, the shallowness at whose entrance

prevented the long boat from getting into
it." A small boat however, which was

"attached to the other was sent up the
"River with Mr. Milar an officer of the Im-
"perial E le, another youne Gentleman
"and four Seamen. They continued rowing



HUDSON S BAY COMPANY CORRESPONDENCE. ii

Quemes. Answers.

"till they came to a villagewhere they were
"supposed to have been seized and murdered
"by the Natives, as their clothes were found
"afterwards stained with blood."

By Meares'Journal pages 163 to 168 it ap-
pears that on the 5th July 1788 he traded
with Natives of Cape Shoalwater in about
Lat: 46, 47 N. and on the 6th lie named
"Cape Disappointment " cafling the mouth
of the Coubia Deception Bay making it
by an indifferent observation in Lat 46. 10
Lon: 235 34. In page 219 same Journal
(17th Septr. 1788) it is stated that Mr. Gray
m the Washington joined him at Nootka
Sound that vessel had sailed in company
with tle Columbia from Boston in August
1787, they separated in a gale of wind in Lat
59 South and had not seen each other up to
that time. Mr. Gray informed Meares that
Be had put into a Harbour on the coast of
New Albion where lie got on shore, and was
in danger of being lost on the Bar, was at-
tacked by the Natives and had one man
killed and one of his officers wounded. The
harbour could only admit vessels of a very
small size and must lie somewhere near Cape
Lookout; Meares in page 220 further says
that he (the Master of ·the Washington)

appeared to be very sanguine in the super-
"ior advantages which bis Country Men
"from New England might reap from this
"track of Trade, and was big with mighty
"Projects in which we understand he was
"protected by the American Congress." It
therefore appears evident that up to this
period, Gray knew nothing of the Columbia
and that the Americans were total strangers
to the Country and Trade of the North West
Coast altogether.

Vancouver's Voyages Volume 2 page 53
April 1792 states that the River Mr. Gray
mentioned should from the situation lie as-
signed to it, have existed in the Bay, South
of Cape Disappointment. Mr. Gray stated
that he had been several days attempting to
enter it and at leangth he was unablc to
effect it in consequence of a strong outset.

Page 388 same Work October 1792 Van-
couver prepares to examine the Coast of
Nqw Albion and particularly a River and
Harbour discovered by Mr. Gray inthe (Ship)
Columbia between the 46th and 47th degrees
of North latitude of which Senr. Quadra had
given him a Sketch,

Vol: 3 page 124 Decbr. 1792 "The Dis-
covery of this River we are given to under-
stand is claimed by the Spanjards who call
it Entrada de Ceta after the Commander of
the Vessel who is said to be its first discov-
erer, but who never entered it, lie places it
in 46' North Latitude: it is the saine open-
ing that Mr. Gray stated to us in the Spring
(1792) be had been nine days off the former
year (1791) but could not get in in conse-
quence of the out setting current. That in
the course of the late Summer (1792) be had
however entered the River, or rather thte
Sound and had named it after the Ship, lie
then commanded (Columbia).

The extent, Mr. Gray became acquainted
with on that occasion, is no furtber than I
have called Gray's Bay (15 miles from the
mouth of the River) not more than 15 miles
from Cape Disappointment, though accord-
ng to Gray's sketch it measures 36 miles.
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Queries.

10. What comparison does Fraser's River
bear in magnitude and capacity for the pur-
poses of Trade with the Columbia. Is the
Native ulation on its banks dense or not
-well disposed, or not-warlike or pacific?

11. Could the Fur produce to the North
of Fraser's river and West of the Rocky
Mountains be conveniently transported by
means of this river for shipment to other
Countries?

Answers.

By his calculation its entrance lies in Lat:
46 10, Lon: 237°18 differing materially in
these respects from our observations ". From
these extracts it will appear that Lieut:
Meares of the R.N. was the first who discov-
ered the entrance of the Columbia in July
1788 naming the head Land of the Northern
entrance of the River Cape Disappointment
which it still bears, and that Captn. Barclay
of the Jmperial Eagle had previously traded
in the vicnity of thie River and at about half
a degree to the North ward lost a boat's crew
in the year 1787.

Gray's Bay is situated on the North side
of the Sound about half way between Cape
Disappointment and the mouth of the River
which he appears never to have entered as
Vancouver's Voyages Vol 3 page 109 says
"Previously to his departure however be
"formally took possession of the River and
"the Country in its vicinity in His Britan-
"nic Majesty's name having every reason
"to believe that the Subjects of no other
"civilized Nation or State had ever entered
"this River before; in this opinion he was
"confirmed by Mr. Gray's sketch in which
"it does not appear that Mr. Gray either
"saw or was within five leaugues of its
"entrance."

These extracts and remarks will I trust
satisfactorily answer query 9.

Fraser's river is not so large as the Colum-
bia and not to be compared with it for the
purposes of Trade, the depth of water found
at its entrance was about 3 fathoms: and
banks are generally bigh and steep, covered
with Timber and such places as are sufficient-
ly low and clear for the site of an Estab-
hlisment bear marks of having been over
flown in the Seasons of high water.

About 70 miles from its entrance the navi-
gation is interrupted by Rapids and Fals so,
as to render it nearly impossible, and accord-
ing to the best information, I have been able
to collect, the banks of the river about 150
miles up form precipices where the towing
line cannot be used, and the Current so im-
petuous at certain Seasons as to render it
impossible to use either the setting Pole or
Paddle, Canoes being the only craft that can
attempt to stem the current at any Season.

The Natives treated our party with civility
and seemed anxious that we should settle
among them. They assemble from the back
Country to the banks of the River in great
numbers during the fishing season (From
April until October) when the population is
very great, and at ail Seasons the Country
may be said to be densely peopled, and their
character much the saine as that of those in-
habiting the banks of the Columbia, I should
not however consider it safe to form an Estab-
lishment there, with a smualler force than 60
to 70 men and officers, until we are better
acquainted with them.

From ail the information I have been able
to collect respecting Fraser's River, it is not
my opinion that it affords a communication
by which the interior Country can be sup-
plied from the Coast or that it can be
depended on as an outlet for the returns of
the interior. I will further altho' unasked
take the liberty of giving it as my opinion,
that if the navigation of the Columbia is not
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Queriés. .Answers.

free to the Hudson's Bay Company, and that
the territory to the Northward isnotsecured
to them, they must abandon and curtailtheir
Trade in some parts and probably be con-
strained to relinquish it on the West side of
the Rocky Mountains altogether.

(Signed) GEO. Ssox
LoNDoN, 3Sst December, 1825.

HUDSONS BAY HoUSE,
LoNDoN, 25th July, 1826.

Journal722 To the Right Honourable,
P. . W.Y. HusKIssoN.

DEAR SiR,-I have annexed to your queries such answers as the re-
cords to which 1 refer afford: I think that there is sufficient proof that
the Traders of the N. W. Company had established Posts on the Columbia
long before the establishment at Astoria in 1811. Harmon distinctly states
that they were established in 1806, the American Fur Company was only
formed in 1810 and were erecting their Fort in August 1811 when Thomson
went there from one of the North West Company's posts in the Interior.

Lewis and Clarke had been down the Columbia in 1805 and returned in
1806 the natives on their route had many European articles but McKenzie
had crossed the mountains and proceeded to the sea in 1793 and Thompson
further south in 1802 at which time he was I understand on one of the
tributary streams of the Columbia. Frorm Meares' Memorial it appears
that certain merchants under the immediate protection of the East India
Company fitted out ships in the year 1786, and traded with the natives be-
tween the Lat. of 60 and 45. 30, and obtained from the Chief of the District
surrounding Port Cox and Port Effingham in Lat. 45 and 49, promise of free
and exclusive trade with leave to build on the land, and purchased from
another a tract of land.

I likewise inclose for your information copy of a statement relative to the
Columbia River and Territories connected therewith drawn up in 1815 at
the request of Sir Gordon Drummond. It was sent me in 1822 by Mr.
Simon McGillivray ; if there is any other information that you require I shall
be happy to furnish it as far as I am able and shall feel obliged if yo' will
allow me an audience any morning either this or the following week except
Thursday.

I am, Dear sir,
Your faithful & obedt. servt.

(signed) J. H. PELLY.
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Queries.

State the date (the year if possible) when
any party or individuals belonging to the
Northern or Hudson'a Bay Company first
had a station in or near to the Columbia or
to any of its Tributary Streams and the
proof on which such statement rests.

Answers.

The first year that any party belonging to
the North West Company bad a station on
or near to the Columbia wasin 1806. Harmon
an American by birth who was a clerk in the
North West Company's service and after-
wards a partner published a Journal of voy-
ages and travels coinmencing April 1800 and
ending August 1819 says in page 282 " That
the country West of the Rocky Mountains
with which I am acquainted bas ever since
the Norti West Company first made an
Establishmient there, which was in 1806 gone
by the name of New Caledonia " and in page
220 he states "Monday April 6th. Six
Indians have arrived fron Fraser's Lake
who delivered to me a letter written by Mr.
David Thompson which is dated August
28th 1811 at Yek-koy-ope Falls on the
Columbia River. It inforins me that this
Gentleman accompanied by seven Canadians
descended the Columbia River to the place
where it entered the Pacific Ocean where
they arrived on the 16th July. There they
found a number of people employed in build-
ing a Fort for a company of Americans who
denominate thernselves the Pacific Fur Com-
pany: he also writes that Mr. Alexander
McK{ay* and others have proceeded North-
ward in the vessel that brought them there
on a coasting trade. Mr. Thompson after
having remained seven davs with the Amer-
ican people set out on his return to bis
establishments which are near the source of
the Columbia River." From this it would ap-
pear that Mr. Thompson hearing at bis Esta-
blishmaent higher up the Columbia of the
unexpected arrival of the Amnericans at the
mouth of the River went down to reconnoitre
their proceedings, was with then when they
nwere erecting their Fort and then returned
to his own Posts which had been established
after bis first visit to the Country fron the
East of the Mountains in 1803,. herewith is
sent a copy of Harmon's work and in pages
194, 196, 218, 224, 228, 237, 239, 240, 242, 245,
246. will be found remarks relating to the
establishments.

Mr. Alexander McKay has been in the service of the North West Company for several
years, was a British subject and was engaged by the Pacifie Fur Company from the knowledge
which he had acquired of the trade while in the service of the North West Company. There were
also Durncan McDougall. Donald McKenzie, David Stuart and several other British subjects who
had ail been previuusly in the service of the North West Company attached to the crew and party
sent ontin the Tonquin and who built the American Fort on the South bank of the Columbia River.

2. When was the naine of McGillivray
givento the River now bearing that name?
was its course or any considerable part of it
explored by any person of that name being a
subject of His Majesty in the service of the
Company and was there any settlement or
station formed by hia or others acting with
him on that River and about what time?

3. Did McKenzie explore and what parts
of the Columbia or its Tributary Branches:
in what year and was he then in the service
of the Company?

In 1803 when Mr. Duncan McGillivray
who died in 1807 set out on an Expedition
with David Thompson from the North West
Co's post in Saskatchewan River to cross the
Rocky Mountains to explorG the country and
with a view to establish Trading posts, Mr.
McGillivray was taken ill and obhged to re-
main behind. Mr. Thompson proceeded
with the Expedition crossed the upper part
of the Columbia and called the first River he
reached McGillivray the next after himself.
McGillivray and Thompson were both part-
ners in the North West Company. They
traded with the Natives but formed no
Establishment at that time.

Sir Alexander McKenzie did not explore
any part- of the Colunbia or its tributary
branches he proceeded from the Athapescow
district by Pence river crossed the Mountains
and travelled to the Pacifia far to the North-
ward both of the Columbia and Thompson



HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY CORRESPONDENCE.

Queries.

4. In what year was the first English ship
sent to the Columbia for the purpose of col-
lecting Furs and carrying supplies to the
Company's Agents and trading with the
Natives on the Columbia River? Has a ship
been sent every year since the first ?

Answers.

Rivers, this was in the year 1793 at which
time he was a partner in the North West
Company.

The Isaac Todd which sailed from England
in 1813 and arrived at the Columbia River
in April 1814; was the first ship that took
any Produce of the North West Company's
trade collected on the West side of the
Rocky Mountains and carried it to China
from whence she brought a cargoe of tea to
England for account of the East India Com-
pany: all that had been collected in former
years having been sent by the Interior to
Canada but as early as 1786 the East India
Compy bad vessels on the Coast and pur-
chasedLand of the Natives as related by
Meares in his Memorial see States paers
annual Register 1790 page 287. The Isac
Todd took at the same time all that had ever
been collected by the American Fur Com-
pany at the Establishment of Astoria. The
Americans arrived in the Columbia as before
observed Summer 1811, the Furs that were
collected the following Winter, they were
not able to send away the ship that was to
have conveyed them having been destroyed
by the Natives on the coast and the whole
of the Crew massacred. No sbip arrived in
1812 and in the fall of 1813 it was that the
North West Company purchased of the
American Traders all they had collected the
preceeding two years therefore no American
ship ever took away, or have the Americans
ever taken any produce of their Trade from
the Country and when they established
themselves in 1811 on the South side of the
River, they had no Establishment on the
North side, and from the terms of the Treaty
for the purchase it appears that they had
one subsequently on Thompson River but
abandoned it when they left the Country
and they have never been there since.

In 1814 the Schooner Columbia vas sent
out which arrived at Fort George in the
Spring of 1815 and having delivered ber
supplies proceeded with skins to Canton from
whence she returned to the Sandwich Islands
and to the Columbia river in order to carry
the skins of the following season to Canton.

The supplies sent from England in 1815
and which reached Fort George in the
Spring of 1816 were sent in the Brig Colonel
Allen which vessel returned from the Colum-
bia to England.

All these were British vessels belonging to
and fitted out by the Agents of the North
West Company with supplies for their
Traders at the Columbia River.

The outfits of these vessels having been
found expensive and unproductive in con-
sequence of the restriction of British sutjects
from trading in China except under License
from the East India Company which Coi-
pany refused to permit the Agents of the
North West Company to carry away tea in
return for the skins sold by them at Canton
whilst American ships and Traders not being
under similar restrictions had the benefit of
freight for the whole voyage to China and
back. Under these circumstances in the
year 1815 an arrangement was made with a
house at Boston under which the supplies of
British manufactures required for the estab-
lishments at the Columbia were sent froin
England to Boston from whence a ship was
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Quieries.

5. How many Posts, and settlements has
the Company now on or near the Banks of
the Columbia or its Tributary Branches;.
when as nearly as can be ascertained were
tbey first formed and how many are North
and how many are South of the Rivers or of
its Branches?

6. When the Company was formed of
which Mýr. Astor was the head, of how many
partners did it consist, how many of that
Company were citizens of Great Britain*and
how many citizens of the United States ?

7. Had the Company any charter of in-
corporation or other instrument of special
recognition from the State of New York or
any other authority in the United States ?

: Answers.

dispatched to convey them to the Columbia
to take the skins from the Columbia to Can-
ton and to carry the proceeds of their sale in
Teas and other produce of China from Can-
ton to Boston where the American house re-
tained a certain proportion of the net pro-
ceeds as a compensation for the freight.

In this nianner annual supplies were sent
to the Columbia River in each year from
1816 to 1820 and in 1821 the Establishments
were transferred to the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany since which time the proceeds have
been brought by British ships to England.

The Company have now six settlements
on the Columbia and its Tributary Branches
exclusive of Fort George and thirteen settle-
Inents in the whole on the North side cf the
River in New Caledonia. The Compy
have none on the south side tut parties ve
been fitted out from Fort George to hunt the
Country on that side.

Formed in 1810 after Lewis and Clarke's
return, do not know their number but several
of them were British subjects and had been
in the service of the North West Company.

Can not say if they had a charter of incor-
poration, but believe they were recognized
by the State of New York.

RUDSON's BAY HOUSE,
LONDON, 24th Octr., 1835.

The Right Honble.
VISCOUNT PALMERSTON.

MY Loun,-I have the honor to acquaint Your Lordship for the infor-
mation of Ris Majesty's Government, that by advices just received from
Chief Factor McLoughlin the officer in charge of all the Hudson's Bay
Company's affairs on the North West Coast of America, an expedition was
fitted out and despatched in the month of May 1834, agreeably to instruc-
tions previously issued by the Board of Direction at which I preside as
Governor of the Company, to form a trading establishment within the
British Territories,'at a distance from the Ocean extending ten Marine
leagues up the Stikine River in about Latitude 56° 40'. Your Lordship is
aware that a Convention was entered into between His Late Majesty George
4th and the Emperor of Russia signed at St. Petersburg 28th Febry. 1825
which determined the line of demarcation between the British and Russian
Territories on the North West Coast of America and I have now to com-
plain of an infraction of the terms of that Convention, to the very serious
injury of the Commerce of the Hudson's Bay Company, by Baron Wrangell,
Post Captain in the Emperors Navy and principal superintendent of the
Russian American Fur Company's affairs on the North West Coast, who
opposed an armed force to our expedition, and thereby prevented the
objects for which it was outfitted being carried into effect.

In so doing the Russian Fur Company have violated the 6th Article of
the Convention, which provides that the Subjects of His Britannic Majesty,
from whatever quarter they may arrive, shall forever enjoy the right of
navigating, freely, and without any hinderance whatever, all the Rivers and
Streams, which in their course towards the Pacifie Ocean may cross the line

11.



HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY CORRESPONDENCE.

of demarcation, upon the line of Coast described in Article 3rd of that
Convention. They have thereby moreover violated the 7th Article of the
naid Convention, which provides that for the space of ten years from the
signature of that Convention the vessels of the two Powers, or those
belonging to their respective subjects shall mutually be at liberty to frequent,
without any hinderance whatever, all the inland seas, gulphs, havens and
creeks on the coast, mentioned in Article 3rd for the purpose of fishing and
trading with the Natives, in as much as the ten years had not expired when
Baron Wrangell prevented our entering the Stikine River, And I have
further to complain of a violation of the 11th Article of the said Conven-
tion, inasmuch as the officers of the Russian Fur Company, under the
authority of Baron Wrangell did oppose an armed force to our expedition,
and thereby forcibly prevented our entering the River and carrying the
objects of which it was outfitted into effect, thereby subjecting -the Hudson's
Bay Company to a considerable pecuniary loss (expenses incurred in out-
fitting the expedition) independant of the injury which our commerce in
that quarter has sustained, by being thus lowered in the estimation of *the
Natives, who have, ever since our distinguished navigators, Cook, and
Vancouver visited that coast, identified our interc. q as British subjects
with those of the Government by whom they were employed.

Herewith, I have the honor to transmit for Your Lordship's information
in confirmation of the foregoing statements.

No. 1. Extrat from Chief Factor MVfcLoughlin's Dispatch (dated) Fort
Vancouver, Cola. River 14th March, 1835.

No. 2. Extract from Chief Trader Ogden's Journal of the proceedings of
the expedition under his command for the purpose of ascending the Stikine
River.

No. 3. Copy of correspondence between Chief Trader Ogden and Baron
Wrangell and other officers of the Russ : Amrn. Fur Coy:

No. 4. Estimate of expenses incurred by the Hudson's Bay Company in
an attempt to erect an establishment at Stikine, amounting to £22, 150
10 11 Stg,

I have now to request your Lordship will be pleased to afford me an
early personal interview, in order to lay the Case more fully before you,
with a view to obtaining indemnification for the very serious injury, we
have sustained by the recent violation of the Convention, and protection,
in the intended prosecution of our valuable trade in that quarter for the
future.

I have the honour to be,
Mv Lord,

Your Lordship's most obedient
humble servant,

J. H. PELLY. GOVR.

Vol. 7r4, FOREIGN OFFICE,
P. 30. 13th Novr., 1835.

To J. H. PELLY, Esq.,
&c. &c. &c.

SI,-I am directed by Viscount Palmerston to acknowledge the rqceipt of
your:letter of the 24th ulto. complaining of the interference of the Russian
Authorities on the North West Coast of America with an Expedition fitted
out by the Hudson's Bay Company with a view of forming a settlementten
leagues up the " Stikine River " and I am to acquaint you that copies of -
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the papers transmitted by you will be forwarded to His Majesty's Ambas-
sador at St. Petersburg who will receive suitable instructions upon the
subject.

I am,
Sir,

Your most obedt. humble servt.,
(signed) W. FOX STRANGWAYS.

Vol. 722, FOREIGN OFFICE,
p. 3L Jany 6th, 1836.

J. H. PELLY, Esqr.
&c. &c. &c.

SI,--With reference to your letter of the 24th October of last year
complaining of the interference of the Russian Authorities with the Expe-
dition of the Hudson's Bay Company to the Stikine River on the North
West Coast of America I am directed by Viscount Palmerston to acquaint
you that His Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburgh upon receiving in-
structions from this Department lost no time in bringing the question under
the consideration of the Russian Government.

In reply to Lord Durham's representations Count Nesselrode has stated
that he had received no official information upon the subject but declared
that he would institute an immediate inquiry adding at the same time that
any violation of the Treaty would be a matter of great regret to the Em-
peror and should be redressed if it had occurred.

Lord Durham expresses his confidence that should the representations of
the Hudson's Bay Company prove uncontradicted the acts of the Russian
Authorities in North America will not only be disavowed but censured.

I am, Sir,
Your most obedt. humble servt.,

(signed) J. BACKHOUSE.

Jou.nal 722. HUDSON'S BAY HOUSE,
LONDON, 14th Janry., 1836.

The Right Honble.
VISCOUNT PALMErSTON,

&c. &c. &c.

My LoRD,-I have the honor to acknowledge Mr. Backhouse's letter of
the 6th inst: acquainting me by Your Lordship's direction that His
Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, upon receiving instructions from
the Foreign Office lost no time in bringing the question " of the interfer-
ence of the Russian Authorities with the expedition of the Hudson's Bay
Company to the Stikine River on the North West Coast of America " un-
der the consideration of the Russian Govern*ment. Finding there was
little probability of Your Lordship receiving a reply .to your communica-
tion to His Majestys Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, conveying my com-
plaint, on behalf of the Hudson's Bay Company, in sufficient time to
forward instructions to be founded thereon to the Company's oficers on
the North West Coast, by the overland express, which I acquainted your
Lordship would leave this Country via New York, by the Packet Ship of
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the 11th ulto. it was determined that one of the Company's ships should be
fitted out for the North West Coast, so as to sail from hence about the
latter end of the present month in order to convey definite instructions on
the subject, as it is of the utmost importance to the interests of the Com-
pany that their officers should know as early as possible how to act, in the
event of the Russian Fur Company continuing to obstruct them in the
exercise of a trade, secured to them, as British subjects by a solemn
Treaty.

I cannot therefore conceal my disappointinent that the sentiments of the
Russian Government, on this question, have not been conveyed in a more
formal shape, accompanied by specific instructions to Baron Wrangell to
refrain from hostile proceedings or any infraction of the Treaty, as in the
absence of such instructions I am apprehensive, some serious collision may
take place between the people of the Hudson's Bay Company and those of
the Russian Fur Company if the latter shall continue the aggressions
already complained of.

The early departure of the Company's Ship for the North West Coast,
which cannot be delayed, renders it impossible to hear from Russia in reply
to any further representation, Your Lordship might think proper to make
on this subject in sufficient time to he forwarded by that conveyance but in
the absence thereof, a communication fromn the Russian Ambassador at this
Court addressed to Baron Wrangell, conveying the sentiments of his Gov-
ernment on this subject, might be the means of preventing the Officers of
the Russian fur Company from further obstruction and of interference with
the rightful trade of the Hudson's Bay Company as British subjects, which
if persisted in must inevitably lead to serious differences. I have therefore
to request Your Lordship, will be pleased to inform me, whether you can
furnish me with any document, shewing the feeling of the Russian Govern-
ment on this subject to be forwarded by the Company's ship to the Russian
Authorities, on the North West Coast of America.

The Hudson's Bay Company's officers will be instructed to endeavour to
avoid any collision with the Russian Fur Company-but as the aggression
of the latter has been so far successful for the time, it is to be apprehended
they may be induced to interfere still further with our right of trade unless
restrained by some intimation from their own Government. With refer-
ence to that part of Mr. Backhouse's letter in which he says:-

" Lord Durham expresses his confidence that should the representations
"of the Hudson's Bay Company prove uncontradicted, the acts of the
C Russian authorities in North America will not only be disavowed but
"censured." I beg to observe that accompanying the letter, I had the
honor of addressing your Lordship under date 24th October 1835 I fur-
nished you vith copies of the proclamation and letters of Baron Wrangel,
which if admitted to be true copies unquestionably confirm the representa-
tions made by the Hudson's Bay Company, and that I have the original
proclamation and correspondence of Baron Wrangell, to produce to your
Lordship if required, which certainly cannot admit of contradiction I avail
myself of this opportunity to remind your Lordship, that the conditions of
the 7th and Sth Articles of the Convention between His Late Majesty and
the Emperor of Russia respecting the free navigation for the purposes of
ifihing, and trading with the Natives in all the inland Seas, Gulphs, havens
and Creeks on the Coast mentioned in Article 3rd, and of Commerce at the
Port of Sitka and New Archangel being for a term of ten years only
expired~(but subsequently to the hostile obstruction by Baron Wrangell)
early in the year 1835, and that by the last Message of the President of
the United States of America, it appears instructions have been given te
their Minister at St. Petersburgh, to negotiate a renewal of it on behalf of
the 'United States.
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I trust that in the event of an extension of the term of ton yearji being
granted to the United States of America or to any other Power, Your
Lordship will insist on a like extension on behalf of Great Britain, as pro-
vided by the 8th Article of the Treaty.

I have t½ honor to be,
My Lord,

Your Lordship's most obedient humble servant,
J. H. PELLY, Govr.

Hudsion Bay FOREIGN OFFICE,
Journal, Vol. Jany. 28th 1836.
722, p. 38.

J. H. PELLY, Esqr.
&c. &c. &c.

SI,-I am directed by Viscount Palmerston to acquaint you that His
Lordship had already prepared instructions to be sent to His Majesty's
Ambassador ab St. Petersburgb founded upon your letter of the 14th inst.
respecting the conduct of the Russian Authorities on the North West
Coast of America when His Lordship received a despatch from Lord
Durham enclosing the answer of the Russian Government to the represen-
tation which His Excellency had already made to them in consequence of
your letter to this Department dated 24th of last October. The Russian
Government disavow the construction which their authorities have put
upon the stipulations of the Treaty of 1825 and they promise to convey to
those authorities without delay His Imperial Majesty's disapprobation of
their proceedings together with such further instructions as shall be
necessary to prevent the recurrence of a similar cause of complaint. With
respect to the charge that offensive language had been used by the Russian
Authorities in their communication with the Officers of the Hudson's Bay
Company the Russian Government allege it to be unfounded, and they
ascribe the misapprehension on this point to the incompetency of the persons
employed as interpreters between the parties. They deny the fact of a
menace having been used by the R ussian Officers in warning off the Ex-
pedition froin the River Stikine and allege that all that was intended on
the occasion was to acquaint the persons in charge of the Expedition, that
if they persisted on entering the River they would be acting without the
consent and permission of the Russian Authorities.

Lord Palmerston desires me to call your particular attention to this part
of the Russian answer as the Russian Government appear disposed to rely
upon it as their jusb.acation for declining to accede to the demand of com-
pensation made by His Majesty's Ambassador. They declare that the
British Expedition was not prevented from proceeding by any unsur-
mountable obstacle or by any actual danger but rather by an excess of cau-
tion on the part of the persons in charge of it and they accordingly main-
tain that those persons and not the Russian Authorities are responsible to
the Company for any losses which may have been sustained on the occasion.

I am, sir,
Your most obed humble servt.,

(signed) J. BACKHOUSE.
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Vol. 722, HUDsoN's BÂy lOUSE,
P. 4· LONDoN, 4th Feby, 1836.

The Right Honble.
Viscount PALMERSTON

&c. &c. &c.

My LoRD,-I have the honor to acknowledge Mr. Backhouse's letter of
the 28th ulto ; intimating that in reply to a representation made by Lord
Durham to the Russian Government in consequence of my letter to Your
Lordship'of 24th October the Russian Government " disavow the construc-
"tion which their authorities (on the North West Coast of America) have
"put upon the stipulations of the Treaty of 1825 " and that " they promise
"to convey to those authorities without delay His Imperial Majesty's
"disapprobation of their proceedings together with such further instruc-
"tions as shall be necessary to prevent a recurrence of a similar cause of
"complaint " which is highly satisfactory.

Mr. Backhouse's letter further says " with respect to the charge that
"offensive language had been used by the Russian Authorities in their
"communications with the Hudson's Bay Company the Russian Govern-
"ment allege it to be unfounded and they ascribe the misapprehension on
"this point to the incompetency of the persons employed as interpreters
"between the parties. They deny the fact of a menace having been used
"by the Russian Officers in warning off the Expedition from the Stikine
"River and allege that all that was intended on the occasion was to
"acquaint the persons in charge of the expedition that if they persisted on
"entering the River they would be acting without the consent and per-
"mission of the Russian Authorities and they declare that the British
"Expedition was not prevented by any insurmountable obstacle or by any

actual danger but rather by an excebs of caution on the part of the
"persona in charge of it, and they accordingly maintain:tha those persons,
"and not the Russian Authorities are responsible to the Company for any
"losses which may have been sustained on the occasion."

With reference to those allegations I have only to observe that the docu-
ments vizt, Extracts from the report of Mr. Ogden the Gentn. in charge of
the Hudson's Bay Company's expedition; the Proclamation of Baron
Wrangell dated 15/27th May 1834-the letters from Mr. Ogden to the
Superintendent of the Russian establishment of the 1 8th June 1834 and
to Baron Wrangell of the 20th June and 30th Septr; the letter from A.
Etoling to Mr. Ogden 14/26 June, the translations of the Papers No, 4 & 6
signed by captn. Zarembo and letter from Baron Wrangell dated 19th
Septr. 1834, copies of which I have the honor to transmit to Your Lord-
ship herewith, bear ample evidence on the face of them that threatening
language and menaces were used by the Russian Authorities towards the
Hudson's Bay Company and the fact that two Russian Armed Vessels as
stated in Baron Wrangell's Proclamation, were stationed in the Straits
together with the intimation of Captn. Zarembo, the Commandant con-
tained in Paper No. 6 " I neither allow to enter the River Stikine in con-
sequence of the instructions received from the Chief Director Baron Wran-
gell" shew that hostile and forcible measures were resorted to by the
Russian Authorities to prevent the Hudson's Bay Company from availing
themselves of the Rights secured to them by the Convention. On an atten-
tive perusal of those documents I think Your Lordship cannot fail to observe
that they confirm all I have advanced on hehalf of the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany in regard to the conduct of Baron Wrangell and the Russian Author-
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ities on the North West Coast and that, if Mr. Ogden had resorted to
forcible measures in the fact of these hostile demonstrations in conducting
the expedition under his command to their destination he would have
been acting in disobedience to and in Contravention of the llth Article of
the Treaty. I have therefore on behalf of the Hudson's Bay Company
respectfully to submit to Your Lordship that as the Russian Government
disavow the construction which their authorities have put on the stipulal
tions of the Treaty calling forth the disapprobation of his Imperia-
Majesty and that as the loss which the Hudson's Bay Company has sus-
tained was occasioned by that misconstruction and the hostile attitude
assumed by the Russian Authorities arising from such misconstruction it is
fitting that the Hudson's Bay Company should be indemnified by those
authorities and I trust Your Lordship will take the necessary steps to
obtain indemnification for the Hudson's Bay Company accordingly.

I have the honor to be,
My Lord,

Yoir most obedient humble.servt.,
J. H. PELLY, Govr.

PAPERS FORWARDED.

Copy of.P. S. Ogden's report of transactions at Stikine 1834-

No. 1. Copy of Proclamation of. Baron Wrangell dated New Archangel
May 15/27 1834

2. " of P. S. Ogden's letter to Superintendent of the Russian
Esta.blishments June 18th 1834.

3. " of P. S. Ogden's letter to.Baron Wrangell 20th 1824.
4. " of Translation (by A Fles) of Declaration of Captn. Sarembo

&c June 18th 1834.
5. " of Letter from A Etoling to P. S. Ogden June 14/26th 1834.
6. " of Translation (by A Fles) of Declaration of Capt. Sarembo

June 10th 1834.
7. " of Letter from Baron Wrangell to P. S. Ogden Sept 19th 1834.
8. " of Do P. S. Ogden (in reply) to Baron Wrangell

Sept. 30th 1834.

Copr Draft Declaratn. of Captn. Alexr. Duncan as to the proceedings and
opposition of the Russian Government to the Govr. and Coy. of
Eudson's Bay erecting an Establishment at Stikine River on the
N. W. Coast of America.

T. CROSSE.

City of London (to wit) I Alexander Duncan of Salmon Lane in the
parish of Limehouse-in the Coy. of Midd'x, a Captn. in the Service of the
honble. the Govr. & Company of Adventurers of England trading into
Hudson's Bay Do solemnly and sincerely Declare that in the month of
August 1833 I was Master and Commander of the Vancouver Schooner
belongg. to the sd. Govr & Coy. the crew of w'ch consisted of myseif and 3
officers & 12 men & wch sd. Schooner was then lying in the Harbour of
Nasse on the North West Coast of America And I further Declare that in
the month of August 1833 I sailed with the sd. Schooner with the sd. offi-
cers & crew on board from Nasse af'sd in company with the Brig Lama of
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145 tons also belonging to the sd. Govr. & Compy. & commanded by Captn.
McNeil & w'ch sd. Brig had then on board Mr. Peter Skeene Ogden a
Chief Trader & a party of Canadian Servants then in the Service & Employ
of the sd. Governor & Compy. to Stikine Sound on the N. W. Coast of
America for the purpose of going up that River and ascertaining if there
was a proper Situation there to erect a trading Establishment on behalf of
the sd. Govr. & Compy. and I do further Declare that having arrived at
the Entrance of the sd. River Stikine I quitted the said Schooner Vancou-
ver & proceeded with the sd. Peter Skeene Qgden & part of the Crew in 2
Boats up the course of the sd. River & having found a spot which appear'd
proper for the purpose of a trading Establishment we landed & took poss'on
& shaved the Bark off the side of a Spruce Fir Tree on w'ch by the orders
of myself and the sd. Peter S. Ogden was mark'd with a knife the Lrs.
"H. H. B. C.» cut on the side of the sd. Tree after which, & takg. some
refreshment, we return'd to the Boat & dropp'd about 7 miles down the sd.
River where he this Declarant and the sd. P. S. Ogden & the crew of the
*sd. Boat landed & encamped for the night. And I do further also solemnly
-& sincerely Declare that at about 4 o'clock on the following morniug I this
.Declarant and the sd. P. S. Ogden and the sd. Crew reimbark'd & came
down about 8 miles further to a Village on the Bank of the sd. River
Stikine where one "Seix " the principal Chief of the Stikine Tribe resided
& who having given invitation to us to land this Declarant & the sd. P. S.
Ogden went ashore and stated to the sd. Chief that we had selected a
trading Establishmt. for the sd. Govr. & Compy. of Hudson's Bay with wch
informatn. the sd. Chief appear'd so pleas'd that he thereupon presented
me, this Declarant & the sd. Peter Skeene Ogden each with a Beaver Robe
And' I do further Declare that myself and the sd. P. S. Ogden then returned
to the sd. Schooner & Brig follow'd by the sd. Chief Seix & his people who
brought with them a number of Beaver & other skins wch they traded for
Powder Blankets & or. goods and T also fur. Declare that afr. completing
the trade at Stikine Sound as afsd both vessels proceeded to Henega and
other Trading Stations on that Coast & returned to Nasse afsd in the month
of Octr. follg. And I further Declare that the sd. P. S. Ogden remd. at
Nasse afsd a few days only, during wch he was engaged in arranging the
business of that Establishment after which he embark'd on board the sd.
Brig Lama also belonging to the Ed. Govr. & Coy. for Columbia River on
the sd. N. W. Coast of America leaving Mr. James Birnie a Clerk in the
service of the said Govr. & Coy. & also the said Canadian Servants who
had accompanied the said P. S. Ogden on board the Brig Lama as aforesd.
at that place. And I also further Declare that I afterwards proceeded
with the sd. Schooner Vancouver to various places on the sd. Western Coast
of North America & on the 21st of the sd. month of Octr. 1833 I put into
Tumgasse Harbour to Winter & continued there until the month of Febru-
ary 1834 during which time the sd. "Seix " the Chief of the Stikine Tribe
as before mentd. came to the said last nd. Harbour & informed me this
declarant that since I had seen the sd. Chief up the Stikine River the pre-
ceding summer the Russians had during the winter come down from Sitka
with a Body of about 80 men & had erected an Establishment at Point
Highfield a little to the S.E. of Stikine Sound aforesaid which informn.
I immediately thereupon communicated to the sd. P. S. Ogden
who was then at port Vancouver by means of the sd. Govr. &
Coys. Schooner Cadboro which had brot. up supplies for the sd. Govr &
Coys. different establishments on that coast. And I also further declare
that a few days afterwards the sd. Schooner Vancouver put to sea for the
purpose of returning to Nasse aforesd.. but she was unfortunately wrecked
about 100 miles from that place & the sd. Schooner & her Cargo & Stores
wholly lost & on the 4th day of Uiarch 1834 with great difficulty I reached
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the Shore & proceeded along the Coast to Nasse aforesd. where I continued
with the sd. officers & Crew of the sd. Schooner until the 15th day of June
then next following. And I also further declare that on the 9th day of the sd.
month of June 1834 the sd. Govr. & Coys. Brig Dryad commanded by Chas.
Kipling master & which sd. Brig this declarant says he understood had been
fitted out at Fort Vancouver afsd for the purpose of proceeding to Stikine
River to erect a trading Establishment up that river on behalf of the said
Govr. & Coy. arrived at Nasse aforesd. with a complement of 3 officers & 16
men & having also on board the sd. Chief Trader P. S. Ogden & a party of
2 officers & 27 men under his command & who were as this declarn. then
understood proceeding to the Stikine River aforesaid for the purpose of
erecting a trading establishment there on behalf of the sd. Govr. & Coy : as
before mentd. And I also further declare that it having to my knowledge
been previously arranged that the sd. Schooner Vancouver had she not been
lost was to have accompanied the said Brig Dryad on the sd. Expedition
to the Stikine River as aforesd. he this declart. with two of his officers and
Crew embarked on board the sd. Brig Dryad together with the said James
Birnie the Clerk and 11 men whom the sd. P. S. Ogden had left at Nass as
before stated and I also further solemly declare that the persons then on
board the sd. Brig Dryad consisted of 4 officers Viz: the sd. P. S. Ogden
Chief Trader Alexr Caulfield Anderson & James Birnie Clerks, Wm. Fraser
Tolmie Surgeon & 38 men belonging to the sd. Govr. & Compy. Loud Ser-
vice & 4 officers vizt. the sd. Chas Kipling Mr., this declart. Geo. Lanagley
& Wm. Heath & 26 men belongg. to the said Govr. & Coys. Shipping &
comprising in the whole a party of 8 officers & 62 men whose names are
respectively as this Declarant believes respectively & correctly stated in the
Schedule or list hereunto anezed & also having on board a considerable
quantity of Stores & provision &. also a consble. quantity of trading goods
intended for the purpose of the said intended settlement up Stikine River
aforesd. And I do further solemnly declare that the sd. Brig Dryad then
under the command of the said Chas. Kipling as afsd. sailed from Nass afsd.
on the 15th day of June 1834 then having on board the sd Chas. Kipling
this Declart. & the sd. Geo. Langley & Wn. Heath & the sd. crew of 26
Seamen as before mentd. & also having on board the said Brig the sd. P. S.
Ogden Chief Trader the sd. Alexr Cauldfied Anderson & Jas. Birnie Clerks
& Wm. Fraser Tolmie the Surgeon togr with the sd. 38 men under the com-
mand of the sd. P. S. Ogden as before mentd. & also havg. on boad the said
Stores & provisions & also the sd. Goods intended for the purposes of the
sd. Settlement. And I do further declare that the sd. Brig Dryad with the
sd. sevl. persons & Stores & Goods as aforesd. on board as before mentd
came in sight of Point Highfield a little to the South Eastward of Stikine
Sound on the N. W. Coast of America on the 18th day of June 1834 when
it was found that the Russians had erected an Establishment there in the
course of the preceding Winter as commund. to this Declart. by the sd.
Seix the Chief of the Stikine Tribe as before mentd. And I further declare
that shortly after the sd. Brig came in sight of Point Highfield as aforesd.
the sd. Brig was boarded by a Russian officer who handed to the said P. S.
Ogden a paper purporting to be a Proclamation signed by Baron Wrangell
& also a paper in English containing several enquiries as to the name and
tonnage & No. of Guns in the Brig & the object of her voyage to which the
sd. Chas. Kipling wrote replies which were handed to the said Russian
officer who soon afterwards departed. And I further declare that shortly
afterwards & when about to bring the sd. Brig too she she was boarded by
a second Boat in which was a Russian officer who with the assistance of an
Indian Interpreter stated that the Dryad must not cast anchor but depart
forthwith & that the Russians would use force if the Dryad %ttempted to
proceed up the River in consequence of which a Note was addressed by the
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said P. S. Ogden to the Russian Commandg. Officer & forwarded by the sd.
Boat And I also further declare that on the followg. day the 19th day of
June I this declart. & the above named Wm. F. Tolmie by the desire of the
sd. P. S. Ogden proceeded to the sd. Russian Establishment on the Stikine
River & went on board the sd. Russian Brig which was lying alongside of
it and apparently armed with about 14 guns & full of men & on being intro-
duced to Captn. Zarembo who command the said Russian Brig he gave me
to understand that his instr'ons were not to allow any strangers to go up
Stikine River for the purposes of Trade & that he would not permit the
Dryad to do so without an order from Baron Wrangell the Commandant of
al the Russian Establishments in the Pacifie. And I also further declare
that about the middle of the sd. lastmd. day the sd. Captain
Zarembo dispatched a Boat to Sitka and by that conveyce. the sd-
P. S. Ogden also wrote and addressed a letter to the sd. Baron Wrangell &
on the 29th day of the sd. Month of June the Boat returned from Sitka.
with a reply to the sd. P. S. Ogden's letter which reply was from Lieut.
Etoling of the Russian Navy who was stated to be the officer in charge of
Sitka during the absence of Baron Wrangell in which said reply the said
Lieut. Etoling declined to countermd. the orders issued to the sd. Captn.
Zarembo as aforesd. And this declart. furr. declares that in consequence
thereof " a consultn. was held with the Officers of the Land Service & the
officers of the sd. Brig Dryad as to the course to be adopted when in con-
seqce. of the threats of the sd. Russian officers & also of the Indians under
their Influence it was unanimosly resolved not to attempt to proceed up
the sd. River Stikine but to abandon the Expedition altogether. And I
further declare that in the afternoon of the sd. lastmd1. day the said Brig
Dryad weighed Anchor & quitted the said River Stikine & returned to the
Southward thereby abandoning the sd. intended expedition which was
attended with very consble. loss to the sd. Govr. & Coy. not only with
reference to the expense which this deelt. knows the sd. Govr. & Coy. had
incurred in fitting out & providing the said expedn. but also by the loss of
the profits and advantages which this Declarant says he verily believes the
sd. Govr. & Coy. would have made had they not been prevented by the
hostile interference and thÏreats of the sd. Russian Officers from proceeding
up the said Stikine River & erecting a trading establishment there as
intended by them as before mentd. And I make this solemn declaration
conscientiouly believing the same to be truc & by virtue of the provisions
of an act made and passed in the 6th year of the reign of His present
Majesty intituled an act to repeal an act of the Present Session of Parlia-
ment intituled an Act for the more effectual Abolition of oaths & afirma-
tions taken and made in various departments of the State & to substitute
Declarations in lieu thereof & for the more entire suppression of voluntary
& extra judicial oaths and Affidavits & to make other provision for the
abolition of unnecessary oaths.

This Declaration was made at the Mansion House, London, this seven-
teenth day of November, 1836.

Before me,

C. MARSHALL,
Aldn.
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Hudson Bay Copy of Letterfrom, George Simpson Esqr. to J. H. Pelly Esqr.
Vol 722,
p. 58.

LONDON, 29th Nov., 1836.

SR,-Agreeably to your verbal instructions when I had the honor of
attending the Board of Direction at the Hudson's Bay House on my arrival
from North Anerica a few days ago to report further on the claims of the
Hudson's Bay Company in reference to the obstructions presented by the
Russian tuthorities on the North West Coast of America to the Expedition
fitted out by the Company. for the purpose of forming a trading establish-
ment on the banks of the Stikine River in the year 1834: I have with
much attention examined the accounts of expenses on which those claims
are founded.

The different items of expense charged in those accounts were incurred
by the Hudson's Bay Company in the object of attempting to establish a
settlement on the Stikine River and I have no hesitation in saying that the
pecuniary loss sustained by the Company in consequence of being prevented
by the Russian Authorities from carrying that object into effect far exceeds
the amount claimed ; as thereby the Company have been deprived of the
benefit of a valuable branch of trade which they would otherwise have
enjoyed but of which the Russian Fur Company have had the undisturbed
possession and advantages ever since that period. With reference to the
accounts themseIves it is quite impossible at this distance of time and place
and.,without access to the Books and opportunity of communicating per-
sonally with Mr. McLoughlin the Gentleman in charge of the Company's
affairs on the North West Coast, the Accountants and other persons that
were employed on that expedition to go into a close investigation of the
different items or to give further information than is contained in the
affidavits of Mr. Smith the Secretary to the Comp.ny Capts. Kipling and
Duncan and of Mr. Joseph Arnold, Ship Broker of this city.

As Principal representative however of the Company in North America
and President of the Councils in the country fron whom all general instruc-
tions emanate, in reference to the views and wishes of the Board "of Direc-
tion " in England at which you preside : I beg to state for the information
of whom it may concern that "shipping officers, servants, goods and pro-
visions, were provided for the express purpose of extending the Company's
Trade on the North West Coast by establishing Posts on the Stikine River;
the expenses connected with which, amounted I firmly believe to a sum
exceeding that chàrged in those accts. and which would not have been
incurred had not such extension of trade been conteuiplated and attempted.

But as it might be a difficult matter to establish these facts to the satis-
faction of the Russian Government, without the production of detailed and
formerly authenticated accounts and oral evidence of many persons now
resident in various parts of North America and in order to terminate this
long disputed claim and to save the time and trouble that would be
occasioned by a close investigation of the accounts I beg leave on behalf of
the Compys Council Boards and Chief Factors and Chief Traders in North
America whose services are paid by sharing in the profits of the business to
suggest that a compromise of the claim be proposed thro' His Majesty's
Government: but should the Russian Government object to this adjust-
ment of the claim I have to recommend thaut Chief Factor McLoughlin and
the principal accountant at Fort Vancouver Columbia River from whence
the Expedition was outfitted be summoned to England without delay
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in order to substantiate the whole account as it stands altho' it will
necessarily be attended with much expense, inconvenience and loss of time.

With much respect,
I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your very obedt. servt.,

(Signed) GEO. SIMPSON.

Papers jorwarded.

No. 1 Copy Letter from Geo. Simpson to J. H. Pelly, Esqr., 29th Nov., 1836.
No. 2 Declaration of Wm. Smith, Secy. to the H. B. C. 17th Nov., 1836.
No. 3 4 Capt. Charles Kipling in service of "
No. 4 " Capt. Alex. Duncan " "
No. 5 " Joseph Arnold .of Clements Lane, Ship Owner, 18th

Novr., 1836.
And list of OfBcers &c. and Statement of Expenses (No. 3 and 4) of Papers

sent 2nd March and returned 20th July.

Vol. 722, HUDSoN'S BAY HOUSE,
pp. 54. LoNDoN, 10th Decr., 1836.

The Rt. Honble. Viscount Palmerston,
&c. &c. &c.

My LoRD,-I have the honour to acknowledge Mr. Backhouse's letter of
the 26th March conveying Your Lordship's instructions to acquaint me
that the statement enclosed in my lettter of the 2nd March in reference-to
the claims of the Hudson's Bay Company on the Russian Government for
damages sustained by the former in consequence of the obstructions pre-
sented by the Russian authorities on the North West Coast to the forma-
tion of a trading establishment within the British Territories on the banks
of the Stikine River in the year 1834 "does not appear sufficiently authen-
" ticated or in proper form to be communicated to the Russian Government
"and further conveying Your Lordship's opinion that the proper and
"necessary vouchers should be produced together with the best evidence
"which the nature of the case will admit of to prove the actual and bona
"fide loss sustained by the Hudson's Bay Company in consequence of the
"unjust interference of the Russian authorities and that explanation should
"be afforded whether the individuals who are stated to have been engaged
"for the period of three years have not or could not have been employed

upon other services 'by the Hudson's Bay Company during a part at
least of that period."
I have deferred replying to that communication until the return of Mr.

Simpson the Company's Principal representative in North America, from
Hudson's Bay in expectation that that Gentleman might be able to furnish
further information required by Your Lordship.

On Mr. Simpson's. return to this country the whole of the papers were
accordingly laid before him for his further report which will appear in the
accompanying letter of the 29th ult. addressed to me as Governor of the
Company. By that report Your Lordship will observe that Mr. Simpson
distinctly avers that the different items of expense charged in those ac-
counts were incurred by the Hudson's Bay Company in the object of
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attempting to establish a Seulement on the Stikine River and that the
pecuniary loss sustained by the Company in consequence of being pre-
vented by the Russian Authorities from carrying that object into effect,
far exceeds the amount claimed as thereby the Company have been de-
prived of the benefit of a valuable branch of trade which they would otherwise
have enjoyed but of which the Russian Fur Company have had the uidis-
turbed possession and advantages ever since that period. With reference
to the accounts themselves Mr. Simpson says "it it quite impossible at this
" distance of time and place and without access to the Books and opportu-
"nity of communicating personally with Mr. McLoughlin the Gentleman
"in charge of the Company's affairs on the North West Coast, the account-
"ants and other perlons, that were employed on the expedition, to go into
"a close investigation of the different items nor to give furtber information
"than is contained in the accompanying affidavits of Mr. Smith the Secre-
"tary to the Company Capts. Kipling and Duncan and Mr. Joseph
"Arnold, Sbip Broker of this City." But he further avers that shipping
officers, servants, goods and provisions were provided for the express pur-
pose of extending the Compys. trade on the North West Coast by estab-
lishing Posts on the Stikine River; the expenses connected with which
amounted he firmly believes to a sum exceeding that charged in those
acets. and which would not have been incurred had such extension of trade
not been contemplated and attempted. But as it might be a difficult
matter to establish these facts to the satisfaction of the Russian Govern-
ment without the production of detailed and formally authenticated ac-
counts and oral evidences of many persons now resident in various parts of
North America, and in order to terminate this long disputed claim, and to
save the time and trouble that would be occupied by a close investigation
of the accts. Mr. Simpson on behalf of the Company's Council Boards in
North America, at which he presides and on behalf of the chief
Factors, and chief Traders who have an interest in the Concern and
whose services are remunerated by a portion of the profits of the busi-
ness suggests that a compromise of the claim be proposed thro' His
Majesty's Government: but should the Russian Government object to this
mode of adjustment, he recommends that Chief Factor McLoughlin, the
Gentleman superintending the Company's affairs on the North West Coast,
and the principal accountant at Fort Vancouver, Columbia River, from
whence the expedition was outfitted be summoned to England in order to
substantiate the whole account as it stands although it would necessarily
be attended with much expense, inconvenience and loss of time.

These suggestions having been duly considered and approved I beg leave
to request that Your Lordship will be pleased to propose such an adjust-
ment of the claim to the Russian Government and if that Government
shew a disposition to entertain it in a fair and equitable principle the
Hudson's Bay Company will consider what offer of liberal compromise
they can make so as to bring this long pending question to a close; but
should the Russian Government decline this mode of adjustment, I shall
take measures as suggested by Mr. Simpson, to substantiate the whole
account as it stands. Meantime the accounts, which were sent back to
me for further explanation are herewith returned, accompanied by affida-
vits in support of them.

I have the honor to be, My Lord,
Your very obdt. humble servt.

J. H. PELLY, Govr.
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Journal HUDSON'S BAY HOUSE,
VOL 72 LONDON, 10th Feby., 1837.
pp. 67.

The Right Honble.
LORD GLENELG, &c., &c., &c.

"Before the union of the rival Companies in 1821, the trade on the North
West Coast of America from the Mexican frontier to Behring Straits was
nearly or wholly enjoyed by American and Russian subjects. Some efforts
had been made at enormous cost and sacrifices by the North West Com-
pany to compete with the Americans the history of which is recorded in a
popular work lately published by Mr. Washington Irving under the title of
Astoria; but these efforts were both costly and unsuccessful, and the North
West Company were on the point of being compelled to abandon the trade.

The Russian Establishments at Norfolk Sound, and at other places on
the Coast even so far South as the Coast of California, and American
expeditions, subsequent to the peace, from Boston New York and other
parts of the 'United States, had obtained a monopoly of the Coast trade. -

In the face of these disadvantages the Hudson's Bay Company felt it their
duty to attempt to regain the trade, and to re-establish British influence in
the countries adjoining the Coast and to the mouth of the River Columbia
within the limits of the last Convention entered into with the Court of
Russia, and they have succeeded after a severe and expensive competition
in establishing their settlements and obtaining a decided superiority if
not an exclusive enjoyment of the trade the Americans having almost
withdrawn f rom the Coast.

In the course of the last year they had occasion to appeal to His Majesty's
Government for protection and indemnity for a serious act of aggression
and violence on the part of an armed Russian force on the Coast, which
impeded their operations- and occasioned them a loss to the extent
of upwards of Twenty Thousand Pounds. The Russian Government has
hitherto only consented to disavow the act of its officer and to give instruc-
tions prohibiting further obstruction to the expeditions of the Company
within the trading limits agreed upon in the convention; and the Company
now wait with the firmest reliance on the further efforts of the Government
for an indemnity for their great loss.

Beyond the difficulties arising from an active competition with the
Americans, and the violent and oppressive proceedings on the part of the
Russians, the Company had have to contend with other serious obstacles
both on the Coast and in the interior from a savage and formidable native
population whose habits of intoxication and other vices encouraged by the
competition have been to a great degree restrained by the temperate and
vigorous conduct of their traders. (reat loss of property and in some
cases loss of life have been incurreü by savage and murderous attacks on
their hunting parties and establishments, and order has only been restored
and peace maintained by the employment at great expense of considerable
force and by the exercise on the part of their servants of the utmost tem-
per, patience and perseverance.

The Company now occupy the Country between the Rocky Mountains
and the Pacific by six permanent establishments on the Coast, sixteen in
the interior country besides several migratory and hunting parties, and they
maintain a marine of six armed vessels one of them a steam vessel on the
Coast. Their principal establishment and depot for the trade of the
Coast and Interior is situated ninety miles from the Pacific on the Northern
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banks of the Columbia River and called Vancouver in honour of that cele-
brated navigator: in the neighbourhood they have large pasture and grain
farms, affording most abundantly every species of agricultural produce, and
maintaining large herds of stock of every description: these have been gradu-
ally established, and it is the intention of the Company still further not only
to augment and increase them, to establish and export trade in wool-
tallow, hides and other agriculturai produce but to encourage the settlement
of their retired servants and other emigrants under their protection. The
soil, climate and other circumstances of the Country are as much, if not
more adapted to agricultural pursuits, than any other spot in America, and
with care and protection the British dominion may not only be preserved in
this country which it has been so much the wish of Russia and Azuerica to
occupy to the exclusion of British subjects; but British interests and Bri-
tish influence may be maintained as paramont in this interesting part of the
Coast of the Pacifie. Great exertions have also been made, and much ex-
pense incurred by the Company in exploring and taking possessior nf the
interior country between the Russian maritime limits and the Froz'r. Ocean
altho' little has yet been done in forming permanent establiqhments in con-
sequence of the obstruction of the late expedition by the Russians. They have
also at considerable cost and some inconvenience not only -.fforded every
assistance to the expeditions fitted <ut by the Government for exploring the
Coast of the Polar sea but in the last season the Council in the Interior under
the sanction and by the advice of the Board over which I preside to antici-
pate the intentions of Russia and the United States have un dertaken to fit out
an expedition composed of their own officers and servants, at the sole expense
of the Company to complete the surveys left unfinished by Sir John Frank-
lin, Captn. Beechy and Captn. Back. The Company entertain the most
sanguine expectations that the result of this expedition vill be the complete
survey of the coasts of the Polar Sea, not hitherto visited by European
Navigators and that they will secure for England the reputation of having
effected this work and the other advantages anticipated fron previous
expeditions undertaken at such expense and risk of life to the nation."

I have the honor to be,
My Lord, Your Lordship's obedt. humble servt.,

J. H. PELLY, Govr.

Journal 722, Copy oj letter from the Earl of Durhamn to Count Nesselrode, dated St.
pp. 186. Petersburgh.

5/lith February 1837.

Si,-I have the honour to transmit to Your Excellency au official Note,
with several enclosures on the subject of the claim of the Hudson's Bay
Company-I beg Your Excellencv's attention to the statement of Captain
Duncan·by which it appears that the Company had already in the previous
year (1833) gone up the Stikine, had marked out a proper spot for an estab-
lishment & entered into arrangements with the 111dians for the further
prosecution of the Enterprise. On this Occasion the Expedition encoun-
tered no opposition or hindrance whatever-in fact no Russian Establisht-
then existed so that the Company had no reason to expect the slightest im-
pediment to their subsequent proceedings.

I have the honour to be, with the highest consideration,-
Sir,

Your Excellency's most obedt hum: st.,
(signed) .DURHAM.
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Journal 722, Count Nesselrode to Lord Durham.
pp. 90.

(Confidentielle)

MY L D,-En répondant aujourdhui à la note officielle que V. E. a bien
voulu m'addresser le 4/16 Février je me fais un devoir de lui restituer après
ainsi qu'elle m'en a temoigné le désir, les Papiers originaux que s'y trou-
vaient joints. Si l'examen de ces pièces a pu exercer quelqu' influence sur
l'opinion que le Gouvr. Imperial s'était formée d'abord relativement à l'af-
faire dont il s'agit, cette opinion a dû se modifier plutôt au préjudice qu'en
faveur de la réclamation que poursuit la Compagnie de la Baie de Hudson.
Il ne reviendra point sur les argumens que j'ai développés à cet' égard dans
ma note officielle de ce jour si ce n'est pas pour vous exprimer ici, My
Lord le juste espoir que votre Gouvr. voudra les prendre en considération
et les juger avec équité. Mais il est un fait que je ne saurais passer sous
silence et dont j'ai préféré vous entretenir My Lord, dans cette lettre confi-
dentielle.

Plus d'une fois déjà les autorités de nos établissemens sur la Côte Nord
Ouest avaient porté plainte auprès du Gouvr. Imperial de ce que les étran-
gers qui viennent traffiquer dans ces parages fournissent des armes et des
munitions aux indigènes en contravention aux stipulations expresses qui
interdisent ce genre de commerce. Tant que ces plaintes n'étaient appuyées
d'aucune donnée qui constatât un fait special le cabinet de l'Empereur a dû
s'abstenir d'en faire l'objet d'une démarche formelle auprès du Gouvr.
Brit'que. Quelques réelles, quelques graves que fussent d'ailleurs pour la
sureté de nos établissemens les conséquences d'un trafic qui fournit aux
indigènes les moyens d'exercer contre eux de véritables actes d'hostilité.
Aujourd'hui toutefois il resulte des pièces que V. E. a bien voulu me com-
muniquer que les plaintes de nos autorités ne sont pas denuées de fondement
puisque le Sieur Alexandre Duncan convient sans détour que, lors de la
première visite qu'il a faite en 1833 avec le Sieur Ogden sur les bords du
Stikine, ils ont échangé avec les Indigènes entre autres marchandises de la
poudre à canon contre des peaux de loutre. La franchise avec laquelle ce
fait est raconté dans la deposition du Sieur Duncan, ne prouve-t-elle pas que
la vente de la poudre à canon n'est point considéree dans ces contrées comme
une chose illicite et, n'est-il pas permis d'en déduire la preuve de ce que les
Autorités Russes ont avancé plus d'une fois, savoir que ce commerce se
poursuit sur une échelle infiniment préjudiciable à là tranquillité de nos
établissemens.

Je crois devoir signaler à V. E. un état de choses qui est si évidemment
contraire à la lettre commez à l'esprit de la Convention du 16/28 Février
1825 et la prier de vouloir bien appeler l'attention de son Gouvt. sur la
nécessité de réprimer efficacement les abus qui ne justifient point sans doute
mais qui expliquent le refus de nos autorités de laisser le Sieur Ogden re-
tourner dans ces contrées où une année auparavant lui et ses compagnons
avaient fait les opérations que le Traité interdit expressément.

Recevez, &c., &c.

(signé) NESSELRODE.

ST. PETERSBURG, ce 10/22 Mars 1837.
S. E. Le Comte de Durham.
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Journal 72, 20th December, 1837.
pp. 104.

femo. lejt with Lord Melbourne and .the Right Honble. Charles P.
Thompson.

The Russian Fur Company's principal establishment on the North West
Coast is named "New Archangel" formerly "Sitka " and situated in Nnr-
folk Sound in North Latitude 57° West Longitude 135° 20' it is maintained
as a regular Military establishment garrisoned by about 300 officers and
men with good natural defences, mounting sixteen short 18 and twelve long
nine pounders, and is the headquarters of the Governor, Capt. Kaupryanoff
of the Russian Army. The Russians have other Establishments on the
Coast and Islands to the Northward of New Archangel and one "Fort
Ross " in the Bay of Bodega or Romanzoff on the Coast of California,
situated near the entrance of the Bay of San Francisco in Lat: 37° 25' in
all ten Establishments on the North West Coast of America. They have
moreover twelve vessels from 100 up to 400 tons burden, armed with ten
guns each of diffèrent calibre. All the officers and most of the people
employed in their sea and land service belong to the Russian Army and
Navy, receive pay from the Russian Government and their services while
attached to the Russian Fur Company entitle them to the advantages of
promotion, pension, &c., in like manner as if employed on active service in
the Army and Navy. They have, moreover, attached to their Establish-
ments a number of Indians of the Kodiak Tribe who are usually employed
in hunting and fishing, but are under no fixed engagement and are looked
upon and considered as slaves; their annual returns in Furs are in value
from £80,000 to £100,000.

The Post of Bodega was established many years ago by permission of the
Governor of California to Count Romanzoff (whose daughter he afterwards
married) with the avowed object of forming a large Agricultural and
Pastoral Establishment for the maintenance of their Posts to the North-
ward where the soil and climate are unfavourable to cultivation. But it is
evident they have other objects in view in maintaining that Post as they
pay little or no attention to Agriculture there, but depend principally on
the Spanish Missions of San Francisco and Montery for their supplies.
The Russians hunt the sea Otter in the Bay of San Francisco and on other
parts of the Coast of California and have always three or four of their
arm'd vessels stationed there." They at one time attempted to form a
garrison at the Sandwich Islands, in opposition to the wish of the Natives,
who assembled in large bodies and compelled them to abandon it and from
the surveys they have made of the Bay of San Francisco and other circum-
stances it is supposed they have it in view to take possession of that
Harbour.

There is no safe Harbour at Bodega which is an open roadsted with no
other protection seaward than a Bar formed by a River falling in at that
point on which I understand there is not more than 15 to 18 feet water
when the tide is out. A gentleman of the name of Slacum belonging to
the United States Navy visited Fort Vancouver, Columbia River last
winter in a vessel he chartered at the Sandwich Islands and proceeded
from the Columbia to Bodega, San Francisco and Montery, returning
thro' Mexico to the United States and arrived at Washington in August
last. While at. Fort Vancouver he said the object of his visit was merely
a pleasure excursion, but as he did not direct his attention either to com-
mercial or scientific pursuits and as bis enquiries were confined principally
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to the strength of our own and the Russian establishments on the North
West Coast and to the nature of the Russian claims to the possession of
Bodega and the right of fishing and trading on the Coasts of California
likewise from remarks that fell from him at unguarded moments while at
Vancouver it appeared to our people there that he was employed on a
secret mission of inspection on that coast by the United States Govern-
ment. The principal Establishment of the Hudson's Bay Company on the
North West Coast is Fort Vancouver situated on the North bank of the
Columbia River about 70 miles from the Ocean in Lat: 45-i Long: 1220
30', they have likewise a post on the South Side at the mouth of the River
named Fort George (formerly Astoria); they have, moreover, the Post of
Nasqually, Puget's Sound in Lat: 47° the Post of Fort Langley at the
Outlet of Fraser's River in Lat: 49° 25', the Post of the Fort McLoughlin
in Mill Bank Sound in Lat : 52°, the Post of Fort Simpson on Dundas
Island in Lat: 544 and were forcibly prevented by the Russians in 1834
from establishing a Post on the Stikine River in Lat: 56½- West Long:
131.10: and Inland on West side the Mountains they have 15
establishments, viz.: Fraser's Lake : McLeod's Lake; Fort George;
Alexandria; Chilcotines; Babine; and Bears Lake, in New Caledonia.
The post of Thompson's River, 50° 10', falling into Fraser's River;
the posts of Nez Perces, Okanagan and Colville on the Columbia;
the Flat Head and Kootanie Posts between the North and South
branches of the Columbia Rivernear the Mountains; the Post of Fort Hall
on the Southern branch of the Columbia and the Umqua Post on the river
of the sarme name in Lat: 43° 30': Long: 1240 South of the Columbia. The
Hudson's Bay Company have moreover two migratory trading and trapping
Expeditions of about 50 men each, the one hunting in the country situated
between the Columbia and the Bay of San Francisco towards the Coast and
the other hunting the Interior Country between the Columbia and the
Head Waters of the Rivers falling into the Bay of San Francisco. They
likewise have a steam vessel and five sailing vessels of from 100 to 300 tons
burden all armed.
HUDSON'S BAY HousE,

2Oth Dec., 1837.

Journal 722, HUDSON'S BAY HOUSE,
pp. 128. LONDON, 9th March, 1838.

The Right Honble.
VISCOUNT PALMERSTON,

&c., &c., &c.

My LoRD,-I bave the honour on behalf of the Hudson's Bay Company
to solicit your Lordship's attention to the accompanying extract from the
Morning Chronicie of the 3rd Instant: which states that on the 7th ulto.
"A Bilï was passed to committee at Washington authorizing the President
"of the United States to occupy with a military force and build a suitable
"Fort in all that portion of the Territory lying on the Pacific Ocean North
"of Lat. 43 and west of the Rocky Mountains, and to which the name was
"to be given of ' Territory of Oregon.' The Fort is to be erected on the
"region of the tide water of the River Oregon and 50,000 Dollars were
" voted to commence the said work." The country referred to in this
extract, is that situated between the Rocky Mountains and the Pacific
Ocean, watered by the Columbia and other streams & the point where it is
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proposed to erect the Fort is I am informed at the Outlet of the Oregon
called also the Wilhamet River falling in froi the Southward a few miles
below the Hudson's Bay Company's Establishment of Fort Vancouver. By
the 3rd Article of Convention of the 20th October 1818 it was agreed that
the country above alluded to was to be open to che subjects of both Nations
for a period of 10 years without prejudice to the claims of either of the
high contracting parties: and by the 2nd Article of the Convention of 6th
Augt. 1827 it was agreed that it should be competent for either party at
any time after the 20th October 1828 to annul or abrogate the Convention
on giving twelve months' notice.

In entertaining this Bill the United States Government seems to have
altogether lost sight of the claims of Great Britain to that valuable district
of Country, as I am not aware that they bave been discussed, or that the
question of sovereignty bas been as yet determined : the Act of Congress
in question, therefore to say the least of it appears to be pr.emature. Those
claims were fully set forth in a letter I had the honour of addressing Mr.
Canning on the 9th Deer. 1825 : in Governor Simpson's answers to a series
of queries by Mr. Addington under date 31st December of the same year:
and in my letter to Mr. Huskisson and answers to queries by that Gentle-
man under date 25th July 1826.

By reference to those papers, Your Lordship cannot fail to observe
that the claims of Great Britain to that Country are unanswerable, being
founded on the first discovery of the Coast by Captain Cook in 1778 : By
the fact that a British ship the Imperial Eagle, Captain Barclay explored
and traded on the coast between Nootka and Queenhithe within 30 to 40
miles of the Columbia River in 1787 when a boat belonging to the Imperial
Eagle was sent up the River, the crew of which consisting of Mr, Millar
one of the Officers another young Gentleman and 4 seamnen were killed by
the natives : likewise by the fact that on the 5th July 1788, Capt. Meares
a British Naval Officer engaged in the Fur Trade traded with the natives
of Cape Shoal Water in about Lat: 46. 47 and on the 6th named the head-
land on the North side of the outlet of the Columbia River " Cape Dis-
appointment " calling the mouth of the Columbia River "l Deceptive Bay"
making it by an indifferent observation in Lat: 46° 10', East Longitude
235° 34', and by the fact that in 1792 Lieutenant afterwards Commodore
Broughton entered the Columbia and ascended it beyond Bellvue Point the
site of the Hudson's Bay Company's present Establishment of Fort Van-
couver taking possession of the country on behalf of His Britannic Majesty:
whereas the only claims which the United States Government can set up
to the country are founded on Captain Grays having entered the River
1792 having been unable to effect an entrance when he attempted it in
1791 and then he only penetrated to Gray's Bay, not more than ten to
fiFteen miles from Cape Disappointt. whereas Lieut. Broughton penetrated
eighty to ninety miles, and on the discovery of Lewis & Clarke in the year
1805. Yet in the face of Lieutt. Broughton's Discovery & the fact of his
having taken formal possession of the country on behalf of Great Britain in
the year 1792, thirteen years previous to its being explored by Lewis and
Clarke, the United States Government pass a Bill in Congress authorizing
the occupation of the Country by a Military Establishment.

Her Majesty's Government must be so much alive to the honor of the
nation, and the interests of ber subjects, that little remains for me now to say
on this summary proceeding on the part of the United States Government,
beyond reminding your lordship that the country in question is exceedingly
valuable presenting a fine field for Colonization and trade from the fertility
of its soil and the salubrity of its climate: the possession of which to Great
Britain might becorre a matter of great national importance and that as
regards the interests of the Hudson's Bay Company, who have a number of
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Trading Establishments throughout that District of Country, the cession or
the permitting the military occupation thereof, by a rival power would be
attended with most serious injury.

Should your Lordship require any further information in regard to the
country its resources or capabilities I shall be ready to furnish it as Mr.
Simpson the Governor of the Company's Territories and Mr. Finlayson
who are now in England have travelled through it repeatedly and can
speak on those points.

I have the honor to be,
My Lord, &c., &c., &c.,

(Signed.) J. H. PELLY, Go'r.

Hudson's Bay 1 ............................ 2 ...............................
C3, ............... ... The Coast was likewise full of opposition a
Douglas to course from which we have this year entirely escaped, so that our opera-
Geo. Simpson, tions were unfettered, and the trade flowed in one unbroken stream into
18t, Marth, our hands. Repeated visits from the inhabitants of Kyaruey, Tomgass,
Vancouver. Port Stewart, Stikine and other Russian Possessions contributed greatly to

swell the amount of Returns. The Port Stewart and Tomgass Indians, would
probably have brought a greater number of skins, had they remained at
peace with each other, but a fierce war, which raged between them, kept
both in a state of constant alarm and diverted their attention from soberer
and more profitable pursuits, to the indispensable duty of guarding against
the secret attacks of their vindictive enemies ........................
4.......5.......6............. 8........9 ..... 10...... il
12........

I have the honor to remain, Dear Sir,
Your very obt. st.,

JAMES DOUGLAS.

Journal 1434% James Douglas to the Governor, Deputy Governor and Committee Hon.
Fort Vancou- Hudson's Bay Compy.
ver, Oct. 18th,
1838.

1............2...........8............4..... ..... ,5........
6............7.............8...........9...........10........

Il ........... 12....... .... The respite from opposition we have
enjoyed for the past and present year induces a hope that our American
friends are withdrawing entirely from the business, a result which, the
vigorous measures of the Russian Company, have, undesignedly on their
part, aided our own efforts, in advancing. Their exclusive measures by
virtually closing the Ports within their Territory against the vessels of other
nations, severely injured the Americans, who were thereby, thrown entirely
upon our contracted and well guarded line of Coast, to be exposed to a
regular system of watching and harassing, that defeated every chance of
success ; while the intercourse of Fort Simpson with the Russian Indians
was never altogether interrupted. They, last year furnished, 1560 Beaver
& Otter skins, the better moity of Port Simpson returns and I believe an
equal number has been obtained from them this year. The real effect of
the Russian blockade upon our affairs seems to have diminished the chances
of opposition, without having greatly lessened the profits we formerly
derived from their territory. A rumour is current among the Natives, that
the Russian Settlement at Stikine, is to be abandoned, but I fear it cannot
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be relied on. Our neighbours may have held out the menace, merely with
the view of deterring the Stikine men, through the fear of its realization,
from carrying their furs into the British Territory.

13..................... 27.
I remain, honorable Sirs,

Your very obdt. servant,
JAMES DOUGLAS.

Hudson's Bay In a 30 page report to James Douglas Esq by John Work dated 20th
Co., Journal Oct 1838 (no place) is found the following:-No. 14-W,
Fort Simpson. DEAR SIR-For the information of the Governor and Council and your-

self I beg leave to submit the following observations relative to the business
of the Coast

1 ..................
3..................
3... .... .... .... ..
4. Both last year and this a Russian vessel, as usual, frequented Tongass

and Kygamey watching their lines that they might not be encroached upon.
I have no means of ascertaining whether they got many furs at those places,
but judging from the quantity which we received from the Tongass and
Kygamey people I dont think it likely they did.

6.................
6................»'*
7... ............ These are still very high prices but, so long as we

are open to opposition, it is doubtful whether it would be prudent to reduce
it much lower, particularly at Fort Simpson, where from the vicinity of the
Russians in our prices we must be guided by circumstances.

8................... 9............. .... 10.................
il................12 ............... 13................
14 . ...............
15. I dont think the trade on the Coast is likely to increase to any extent

so long as we are excluded from the Northward as at present............
16. There are no means of extending the trade on the Coast to advant-

age further than I have already suggested, so long as our affairs pending
with the Russians are unsettled, were these affairs arranged so that we
would have access to the northward, and it be determined upon to form
establishments in that quarter, I would beg leave to repeat what I have
*formerly suggested that besides Stikine which had been already selected,
the most eligible situation for an Establishment would be as near the Rus-
sian northern line of demarcation near Mount St. Elias as a suitable water
communication passing through the Russian strip of territory on the Coast
could be found. By having an Establishment in that quarter it would be
frequented by the Natives from the Russian side of the line as well as those
on our side of it................. ..... ........................
The number of furs we get out of the Russian territory or rather that reach
us through it, is considerable but a considerable number are brought by the
Kygamey Indians (who have only frequented Fort Simpson the last two
years) from a place called Taqua between Stikine and Sitka. What we re-
ceive from the Stikine men from Stikine River are falling off greatly. I
only wonder that so many of them find their way past the Russian Establish-
ment our length. All this time while we are excluded from that country
it is being exhausted and every year becoming of less value.

17. On the 7th of Augustr the Stikine Chief Siex and a party of his people
arrived at Fort Simpson and had notes written in pencil from Mr. Robt.

ii
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Campbell dated Pelly's River July 22 stating he was on discovery. The
Indians informed us that it was on the Stikine River where they met Mr.
Campbell and party consisting of five men; that they (the Indians) slept
ten nights ascending the river in their canoes to that place; but that they
siept only one night in descending it to the Russian Establishment at its
entrance, so that the distance cannot be great. Should it be found practi-
cable to form Establishments in that quarter from the Interior, will not the
great distance, difficulty and expense of transporting goods render them un-
able to compete with the Indian Traders from the Coast? Mr. Campbell's
report will throw light on the subject. Were our affairs with the Russians
settled so that it would be found more advantageous to establish from the
Coast, it will be indespensably necessary to have it examined and eligible
sites selected beforehand. The Indians represent a river larger than Stikine,
that falls iato Admiralty or Behring's Bay where the natives have plenty
of furs. Were it found navigable for the Steamer or a sailing to beyond the
Russian line it would likely be found a very eligible situation for an Estab-
lishment, if the part of the Coast from Cross Sound would not be dangerous
for the Steamer to navigate.

18..................
19 ..... .............. Were the affairs with the Russians settled so

that the Steamer could be employed to the Northward it might be of advant-
age to remove Fort Moloughlin to Queen Charlotte's Sound.

20 ....................
I am, Dear Sir,

Yours truly,
JOHN WORK.

Vol. 14343. FORT VANCOUvER, 21 Oct., 1838.

To the Governor, Deputy Governor and Committee Hon: Hudson's Bay Co.

His Excellency Kaupryanoff informed Mr. McLeod, that he had received
orders from his Government to open the navigation of the Stikine River,
to British Vessels and that we were consequently at liberty to pursue our
plans of settlement in that quarter, but owing to the natural diaiculties of
the River he was assured we would not succeed, as it ceases to be navigable
for any vessels larger than common Boats, at an inconsiderable distance
above its discharge into the sea. We of course cannot implicitly rely on
such statements from doubtful authority ; but they acquire some claim to
credit, from the striking coincidence, they evince in many points, respecting
the general character of the River with reports received from the Natives.
His Excellency exhibited some displeasure when told of the successful
achievements of our land arctic Expedition, having both a stout vessel and
a land force of forty men, at present, specially engaged in that attempt;
and he thinks not without reason, that the Company have robbed him -of
his anticipated triumph over British enterprise.

The "Nereide " bas also just arrived with the Fort Langley returns.
The Affairs of that place are not improved since last year, but Mr. Yale
reports that the activity formerly displayed by the Pedlars from the Coast
has of late considerably abated and he hopes that the preventive measures
alluded to in reporting on the business of Fort Simpson will altogether
arrest their interference. The Salmon fishery has been productive and the
Crops fair.
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The "Nereide " wili be sent to the Sandwich Isl'ands, as soon as we have
a cargo of Boards ready for shipment, which will, I hope -be in the course
of next month. As several of the seamen who served under the late Cap-
tain Home, are now proceeding to England p the "Columbia" I forward
see No. 32. a statement of occurrences on Board the Steamer Beaver May
6th, 1836 which forms a useful exposition to William Burriss' letter and
will enable you to decide upon the justice of any future complaint prefer-
red on the same grounds. There are also forwarded 2 Charts of the
Columbia Bar and a drawing of the land, which may be useful to officers
unacquainted with the River.

Having already greatly trespassed on your time and completed the review
of every branch of the business I have now only to hope that the'"Columbia"
will reach England with her valuable cargo in safety.

I remain,
Honourable Sirs,

Your very Obt. Servant,

JAMES DOUGLAS,
C.F.H.B. Coy.

Journal 1490, Geo. Simpson to Baron Wrangell.
Nov. 27, 1838.

A. That for a term of twenty years the Russ. American Company should
evacuate or abandon all their Forts or trading stations on the coast &
islands to the Southward of Mount St. Elias and cede the same and the
trade thereof to the Hudson's Bay Company, the Russ Americant Company
having no dealings either directly or indirectly with the Natives and con-
fining themselves to the country situated to the westward of the longitudi-
nal line of demarkation prescribed by the treaty of 1825 from Cape &
Mount St. Elias in a north direction until it strikes the coast at demarca-
tion point as laid down in the accompanying sketch. The Russ American
Company not to send their vessels for trade or any other purpose to the
coast or islands, and the Russian Government to guarantee the protection
of the coast & Islands from trade or encroachments by other subjects of
Russia, subjects of the United States and all other foreigners or strangers
whatsoever; in short that the Russian Government should protect the
Hudson's Bay Company in the undisturbed possession of the trade in like
manner as the Russ American Company are now protected.

B. That in consideration of such cession the Hudson's Bay Company
should pay to the Russian American Company au annual rent of £4000
stg.

C. That 3000 land Otter skins be furnished by the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany to the Russ American compy. as stated under No. 2. The Russ
American compy. may be furnished by the Hudson's Bay Company with
any additional land Otter skins or Beaver they may require on reasonable
terms that may be agreed on.

D. That Goods, Grain &c. be furnished by the H. B. company to the
Russ American Company as stated under No. 1.

E. That a compromise or accomodation of the Stikine affair be effected
by the Hudson's Bay Company paying no rent for the first three years they
shall be in possession of the country and trade to be ceded.

N.B.-Unless this condition be complied with all negotiations in regard
to the renting of the Russian Territory to be broken off.
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With reference to, the ;foregoing proposition marked A. I shall make one
or two observation&-I do not îby any means consider ithe trade of the
coasît and islands proposed to be ceded to be worth .£000 .p. annum as I
know that nearly idl the:skins :the Ruse Anerican Company collect there,
are drawa from British Territory, and that a little activity on our part
would only be necessary to obtain possession of a very large proportion of
the.skins hunted in that quarter by establishing posts £rom seaward in the
British Territory situated 1.0 marine leagues inland from the coast which
we have both the right and the means of doing; and perhaps you are not
aware of the fact that that Interior Country is likewise accessible to us
from the East side of the Rocky Mountains, and that at this moment we
are in -the act of establishin posts in that country by descending from the
sources instead of ascending from the outlets of the Stikine and other
rivers falling into the Northern Pacific. I merely mention this to show
that under any circumstances your tenure of the trade of that country is
very uncertain and promises to be but short lived. More over the abandon-
ment of Sitka or Norfolk Sound I consider to be no sacrifice to the Russ
American Compy. as I have reason to believe it was contemplated before
-we made our appearance at Stikine in 1834 and that it was our proximity
alone that induced you to remain there of late years.

With regard to the Stikine affair I.shall only say that we are quite pre-
pared to answer in a satisfactory manner any complaints that may be made
by the Russ American Company against the Hudson's Bay Company and
to substantiate the claims we made on the Russ American Company. The
Rudson's Bay Company however are unwilling to press their claim to the
uttermost and if .the Russ American Company can get .clear of this painful
and irritating subject on the terms I have suggested I am quie sure you
will agree with me in opinion that they will have made a most advantageous
bargain as between the years 1834 & 1839, the undisturbed possession of
the trade of the country from which we have been forcibly excluded by
them has more than repaid them twice over for the cession in the shape of
damages or indemnity they are now called upon to make to the Hudson's
Bay Company. On looking at the subject in every point of view I arn
certain that the arrangement now suggested would be the most beneficial
to the Russ American Company, the Hudson's Bay Company, that could be
entered into; inasmuch as it would enable both parties fo adopt measures
of economy that would of themselves amount to important gains or profits,
besides removing all sources of rivalship and jealousy & competition in
trade, and instead thereof establishing a lasting feeling of good will and
friendship that would not only be exceedingly agreeable to both concerns
but greatly to their advantage. If you think favourably of either of the
foregoing propositions and that you conceive there is a probability of their
being entertained it is desirable that they should be brought under the con-
sideration of your Board as early as possible, in order that the agreement
may be concluded previous to -my departure for the Interior of North
America, via the United States and Canada in the month of February from
whence I do not expect to return before the month of NTovember, and as
much loss of time would arise from bringing the subject to issue by corres.
pondence I beg to suggest that you should forthwith come to London duly
authorized to settle the details and conclude the arrangement or if that be
impracticable (although it would be exceedingly inconvenient for me to
leave England) that you & I should meet in the early part of January at
Berlin, or some other given point about equidistant from London and St.
Petersburg duly authorized by our respective boards to close the bargain
If the arrangement be not concluded before my departure for Hudsons
Bay I am apprehensive the negotiation must fall to the ground, as after-
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wards it could not be done without disturbing sevkral important arrange-
ments which I shall have to determine during my visit to.America con-
sequent on the decision -of your Board.

With much .esteem,
I have the honour,

&c., &c., &c.
(Signed) GEO. SIMPSON.

P.S.-We are at a loss how to forward the skins so as to ensure their
safety but shall endeavour to forward them either by the mail conveyance
on the 30th instant, or by the foreign office courier for St. Petersburg*

*On the 4th prox. they will be made up in a parcel.

,addressed to the Principal Minister of Finance, St. Petersburg." You need
not defer replying to this letter until the skins get to hand as that part of
the arrangement can easily be adjusted afterwards.-G. S.

"Charter" AGREEMENT
Book, pp. 384.

between the Hudson's Bay Company and the Russian American Company
respecting certain commercial arrangements hereinafter noticed

signed at Hamburg, sixth day of February, 1839.

The Governor Deputy Governor and committee of the Hudson's Bay
Company of London, and the directors of the Russian American Company
at St. Petersburg being desirous of drawing still closer the ties of good
understandiiig and friendship which unite them, by means of an agreement
which may settie upon the basis of reciprocal convenience and advantage,
different points connected with the commerce of the said Hudson's Bay
Company and the Russian American Company have named agents to con-
clude an Agreement for this purpose; that is to say: The Hudson's Bay
Company of London have appointed Mr. George Simpson, Governor of their
Territories of Ruperts Land to act in their behalf, and the Russian Ameri-
can Company have appointed His Excellency Baron Wrangell, Rear Admi-
ral in the Service of His Majesty the Emperor of Russia to act in their
behalf, who after having communicated to each other their respective full
powers found in good and due form have agreed upon and signed the fol-
lowing Articles.-

Article f.-It is agreed that the Russian American Company having the
sanction of the Russian Government to that effect shall cede or lease to the
Hudson's Bay Company for a term of Ten years commencing from the Ist of
June One Thousand eight Hundred and forty, for commercial purposes, the
Coast, exclusive of the Islands, and the Interior country belonging to His
Majesty the Emperor of Russia, situated between Cape Spencer forming
the North West Headland of the entrance of Cross Sound and Latitude
54° 40' or thereabouts, say the whole mainland coast and Interior country
belonging to Russia together with the free navigation and trade of the
Waters of that Coast, and Interior Country situated to the Southward and
Eastward of a supposed line to be drawn from the said Cape Spencer to
Mount Fair Weather with the sole and entire trade or commerce thereof.
And that the Russian American Company shall abandon all and every
station and trading establishment they now occupy on that Coast and in
the Interior Country already described, and shall not form any station or
trading Establishment during the said term of ten years nor send their
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officers, servants, vessek, or Craft of any description for the purpose of
trade into any of the Bays, Inlets, Estuaries, rivers or lakes in that line of
Coast and in that Interior country. And shall not have any communica-
tion for the purposes of trade with any of the tribes of Indians occupying
or inhabiting that Coast or Interior Country. And shall not receive in
trade, barter or otherwise any of the Purs Peltries or produce whatsoever
of the Mainland Coast or Interior Country already described. And shall
in good faith, and in spirit and to the letter relinquish in favor of and cede
and assign -to the Hudson's Bay Company the entire trade and commerce
of the said Coast and Country and by every means in their power protect
the Hudson's Bay Company, from al interference encroachment or compe-
tition in trade on the part of other Russian subjects, strangers and foreign-
ers whatsoever, during the said term f i en years, as effectually as if the
said Coast and Interior Country had not been ceded and had been virtually
occupied by themselves. And that the Russian American Company shall
permit and afford facilities to the ludson's Bay Company to take and retain
possession of the Russian Establishment of Point Highfield at the mouth
of the Stikine River and to occupy by the formation of other stations
Establishments or otherwise for the purposes of trade such other parts of
the said Coast and Interior Country as they may consider it desirable so to
occupy. And in the event of this agreement not being renewed after the
expiration of the said terrm of Ten years it is agreed that the Hudson's Bay
Couipany, shall relinquish in favour of the Russian American Company the
said Establishment situated at Point Highfield, and any other stations or
Posts they may in the meantime form où the Russian Territory already
described. And in consideration of such cession nnd protection and of the
commercial and other advantages the Eudson's Bay Company may derive
from such cession and protection it is agreed that the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany shall pay or deliver to the Russian American Company an annnal
rent of Two Thousand seasoned Land Otter Skinis (excluding cub and
damaged skins) taken or hunted on the West side of the Rocky Mountains
during the said term of Ten Years; the first payment of said rent to be by
the delivery of the said Two Thousand Otter Skins on or before the lst of
June Eighteen Hundred and forty one to the Agents of the Russian Ameri-
-can Company on the North West Coast.

A rticle 2nd.-It is further agreed that the Hudson's Bay Company shall
not trade with the Indians nor receive in trade or barter nor hunt any Furs
or Peltries on any other part of the Russian Territory on the North West
Coast or Islands than that ceded to them under the provisions of the fore-
going Article

Article 3rd.-It is further agreed that the Hudson's Bay Company do
sell to the Russian American Company all the seasoued land Otter skins
they may collect on the West side of the Rocky Mountains not exceeding
two Thousand skins over and above the two thousand skins agreed to be
paid as rent under the provisions of the first article for the said term of ten
years at the price of twenty three shillings sterling per skin deliverable
annually to their Agent on the North West Coast, and'that the Hudson's
Bay Company do further sell to the Russian American Company Three
Thousand seasoned Land Otter skins taken or hunted on the east side of
the Rocky Mountains for the said term of Ten years at the price of thirty
two shillings sterling per skin deliverable annually in like manner to the
Agent of the Russian American Company on the North West Coast: the
first delivery of skins under this article likewise to be on or before the first
of June Eighteen Hundred and forty one, and the following delivery of
skins to be on or before the first of June in every year.

Article 4t.-Tt is further agreed that the Hudson's Bay Company shall
supply the Russian American Company annually for a terni of ten years
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with wheat to the extent of two thousand Fenagos of one hundred and
twenty six pounds pr. fenago in eighteen hundred and forty and to the
extent of four thousand fenagos pr. annum afterwards at the price of ten
shillings and nine pence sterling pr. fenago and the whole or as much of
the undermentioned articles as convenient in Eighteen Hundred and forty,
and the full quantities annually for a term of nine years afterwards at the
prices affixed to these articles respectively viz :-

160 cwt. wheat flour................at 18/ 5 p. cwt.
130 cwt. Peas.....................at 13/ do
130 cwt. Grits and hulled Pot Barley if

it can be annually provided at 13 / do
300 cwt. salted Beef................at 20/ do
160 cwt. salted Butter.............. at 56 / do
30 cwt. Pork Hams................at 6 d. p. lb.

Provided nevertheless that if through any unforeseen cause it may not be
possible for the Hudson's Bay Company to fulfil this part of the agreement
then and in that case it is agreed that the Russian American Company
shall send one of their vessels to the Southern Coast for the purpose of
receiving the like supplies thro' the Agency of the Hudson's Bay Company;
any cxtra charge that may be incurred thro' such contingency to be defrayed
by the Hudson's Bay Company.

Article 5,.-It being desirable for the Hudson's Bay Company to
increase their shipping or tonnage from England to the North West Coast
as a means of facilitating the transpurt of the wheat and other supplies
they have under the foregoing article of this agreement undertaken to
deliver to the Russian American Company: It is further agreed that
whenever the Russian American Company may have occasion to forward to
their settlements on the North West Coast, British Manufactured goods
and other supplies of the like description as, they have been usually in the
habit of receiving from England and the United States of America they will
forward the same on freight by the ludson's Bay Company's annual Ships
from England at a freight of Thirteen Pounds Sterling pr. ton the freight
to be computed either by weight or measurement according to custom. It
being provided nevertheless that when the Russian American Company
may have occasion to send any of their own ships from St. Petersburg to
the North West Coast, they will in such case forward their supplies by
their own ships instead of the Hudson's Bay Company's Ships.

Article 6th.-It is further agreed that the purchase money for Otter
Skins under the 3rd article (the purchase money of wheat and other Agri-
cultural produce under the fourth article:) the freight for goods under the
fifth article of this agreement and the purchase money for any other
articles that may be supplied to the Russian American Compy. by the
Hudson's Bay Company from time to time shall be paid from time to time
on the delivery respectively of the said skins, wheat and other Agricultural
produce, goods or freight and other articles to the Agent of the Russian
American Company at Fort Simpson, Sitka or any other point more con-
venient to the Hudson's Bay Company on the North West Coast North of
the Latitude of Fort Simpson, by Bills of Exchange in triplicate, to be
drawn by the said Agent of the Russian American Company on the Direc-
tors of the Russian American Company at St. Petersburg in favor of the
Governor, Deputy Governor and Committee of the Hudson's Bay Company
or order at sixty days after sight which the said Directors of the Russian
American Company shall duly honor by acceptance and payment.

Article 7th.-It is further agreed that should a Declaration of War or
Hostilities unfortunately break out between Great Britain and Russia
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hereafter during the existence of this agreement then and in that case such
national hostilities shall not become a pretext for the non payment on the
part of the Russian American Company of the drafts of their Agent on
the North West Coast of America in favour of the Hudson's Bay Company,
but that all pecuniary matters of account between the contracting parties
shall be liquidated and discharged honourably and in good faith as if their
respective nations were in the most perfect amity.

Article 8tl.-It is further agreed that should a Declaration of War or
Hostilities unfortunately break out between Great Britain and Russia here-
after during the existence of this Agreement the Russian American Com-
pany shall guarantee and hold harmless the Hudson's Bay Company from
all loss and damage arising from such hostilities in so far as to enable the
Hudson's Bay Company to evacuate and abandon their Possessions or
Trading stations within the Russian Territory quietly and peaceably and
to remove their goods, furs and other property within three months after
receiving information of such hostility or Declaration of War.

Article 9th.-It is further agreed by the Hudson's Bay Company in con-
sideration of the arrangements entered into under the Provisions of this
Agreement, that they shall relinquish their claim now pending on the
Russian Government, the Russian American Company or whoever else it
may concern for injury and damage said to be sustained by the Hudson's
Bay Company arising from the obstruction presented by the Russian
Authorities on the North West Coast of America to an expedition belong-
ing to the Hudson's Bay Company at the entrance of the River-Stikine, on
the North West Coast of America in the year Eighteen Hundred and
thirty-four outfitted and equipped by the said Hudson's Bay Company for
the purpose of forming a Commercial Station in the Interior British Terri-
tory on the banks of the said Stikine River.

In Witness whereof we the respective Agents, sign, seal and execute this
Agreement at Hamburg this sixth day of February in the Year of our
Lord, Eighteen Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

(L.S.) Signed GEO. SIMPSON,
(L.S.) , BARON FERDINAND WRANGELL.

Attested by Thomas Malis the Russian Vice Consul at Hamburg.
25th January, 1839
6th February,

HAmBunR, 6th February, 1839.

GEoRGE SIMPsoN, Esq.

Si,-With reference to the agreement we have this day entered into
between the Russian and American and the Hudson's Bay Companies I do
hereby agree that during the term of ten years from the lst of June 1840,
the Russian American Company shall not encourage the visits to the North
West Coast of strangers or foreigners by purchasing from them different
goods except such as may be required in cases of great emergency or to
realize payment for operations of the dockyard of the Russian American
Company on the North West Coast, or if it is found necessary to buy a
whole ship or vessel for the service of the Russian American Company.
But if it is distinctly understood that in the event of any strange vessel
happening to visit thro' severe weather or for the purposes of illicit trade,
the Russian Territory on the North West Coast, and that the Russian
American Company have not the power or right of compelling the departure
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of such vessel such contingency is not to be made a pretext by the Hidson'a
Bay Company for withholding the rent agreed to be paid .to the Russian:
American Company for the lease of the Coast..

I have the honour to be
&c., &c., &c.

(Signed) BARON WRANGELL

HAMBUG, 6th Febry, 1839.

Baron WRANGELL,

SIR,-I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of this date in refer-
ence to the Agreement we bave concluded between the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany and the Russian American Comnpany-under date 6th Febry. 1839 and
in reply I have to say that I am perfectly satisfied with the assurance yon
have given that the Russian American Company will not during the exist-
ence of that Agreement encourage the visits of strangers or foreigners
whatsoever to the North West Coast for the purpose of trade and further
that the Hudson's Bay Company will not withhold or evade payment of tk
rent agreed to be paid to the Russian Arnerican Company under the C-es
cumstances or possible contingencies referred to in that letter.

I have the honor to be,
&c. &c. &c.

signed GEO. SIMPSON.

For copy of Agreement entered into between the Russian American
Company & the Rudson's Bay Company on the 13th & 17th May 1842 in
reference to the mode of carrying on the Trade on the West Coast see page
424.

Journal 722 ITDSON'S BAY HOUSE
p. 213. LONDON, 15th Febry., 1839.

To the Right Honble.
Viscount PALMERSTON.

MY Lon,-With reference, to a, letter addressed to me by Mr. Back-
house under date, 17th nlto. on the subject of the Hudson's Bay Company's
claim upon the Russian Government, arising from the obstruction presented
by the Russian authorities on the North West Coast of Ainerica to an
expedition fitted out for the purpose of forming a Trading Establishment
within the British Territory on the River Stikine in the year 1834 wherein
Your Lordship expressed a desire that Mr. Simpson should settle the mat-
ter with Baron Wrangell if he could do so to-the satisfaction of the British
Company, 1 have now the honor to acquaint Your Lordship that in accord-
ance with that permission and desire Mr., Simpson proceeded to Hamburg
where he met Baron Wrangell and from whence he arrived yesterday after
having adjusted in a manner perfectly to: the satisfaction of the Hudson'a
Bay Company that irritating and long pending question.

I have the honor to be,
My Lord,

Your most obedient
humble servant,

J. H. PELLY, Gor.
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Journal 1431, 1 .........
James 2 ..Douglas to
Geo. Simpson, 3 ................ The respite enjoyed, for the last two years, from
Fort Vancou- American opposition greatly aided our views of retrenchment, but they can-
ver, 5th
iarch, 1839. not be fully carried out into practice, neither can we safely calculate on any

further reduction of expenses, even in the absence of other competitors, as
long as the Post of Stikine is occupied by a Russian 'orce, as the Tariff
of that place must necessarily form the standard of the Company's prices
at Fort Simpson, or a large moitie of the furs procured there, will find a
market in the Russian territory from whence they are now drawn.

4,....... ... 5............6..........7...........8.......9
10..........il...........12............13............

I have the honour to remain,
Dear Sir, Your very obedient &

humble servant

JAMES DOUGLAS.

Journal 722,
pp. 228. HUDSON's BAY HOUSE,

LONDON, 26th Febry, 1840.
To the Right Honble.

VISCOUNT PALMERSTON
&c &c &c

My LoRD,-I have the honor on behalf of the Hudson's Bay Company
and of the Pugets Sound Agricultural Company to solicit your Lordship's
attention to the accompanying extract from the St. John's Courier of the
4th January 1840, containing a series of Resolutions proposed to if not
actually passed by the Senate of the United States Government at Wash-
rngton on Wednzsday the l7th December last.

One of those Resolutions Your Lordship will observe is "that it is the
opinion of the Senate that the title of the United States to the territory of
Oregon is indisputable and never will be abandoned" That on that
opinion they found a request that the President of the United States, give
notice to the British Government that the conventions of 1818 and 1827
shall cease in twelve months after such notification. They then proceed to
resolve on ,he expediency of extending portions of the laws of the United
States over the Oregon Territory of raising an additional regiment of infan-
try for the purpose of overawing and keeping in check various Indian tribes
or any foreign forces who may be in said Territory or its borders and of
granting portions of 640 acres of land to each white male inhabitant
(citizens of the United States no doubt) of said Territory of the age of 18
years who shal cultivate and use the same for five consecutive years, and
to his heirs at law in the event of his death.

These proceedings without any apparent reference to the claims of Great
Britain to the country in question appear to say the least of them strange,
summary and premature; The country in question termed by the United
States Government the Oregon Territory, we believe to be that valuable and
extensive district watered by the Columbia River and its tributaries which
has been occupied by British subjects in the pursuits of trade and agricul-
ture for many years: that occupation being founded on the faith of the
claims of Great Britain to its sovereignty on its discovery by expeditions
fitted out specially for that object by the nation and by enterprising British
subjects at a heavy outlay of capital in commercial pursuits.
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In several communications I have had the honour of making from time to
time to the Department over which Your Lordship presides especially in uy
letterto Mr. Canning of the 9th December 182, in Governor Simpson%
answers to a series of queries made by Mr. Addington under date 31st
December of the same year in my letter to Mr. Huskisson and answers to
queries by that Gentleman under date 25th July 1826 and in my letter to
Your Lordship of 9th March 1838 I have enumerated the claims of Great
Britain to the sovereignty of that country.

The Hudson's Bay Company have greatly extended their trade and settle-
ments on the Columbia River and its tributaries likewise on the North-west
Coast and the Interior Country employing upwards of 1,000 British subjects
in their service and under their auspices has been lately formed an Agricul-
tural Settlei.ent upon an extensive scale styled the Pugets Sound Agricul-
tural Company with a capital of £200,000 in a district, of countryadmirably
adapted for that purpose situated between the North Bank of the Columbia
River and Pugets Sound with a view of forming a large export trade, from
thence to England in the articles of wool, hides and tallow, and to the
Sandwich Islands other parts on the Pacific and to the Russian Settlements
in grain and other agricultural produce.

Should the United States Government be permitted to carry the measures
proposed in those resolutions into effect, they will prove ruinous to the
interests of the Hudson's Bay Company in that quarter, likewise to those
of Pugets Sound Agricultural Company and deprive Great Britain of the
only position on the shores of the Pacitic that can be valuable to the coun-
try either for colonization or commercial pursuits while the only safe and
commodious harbours on that Coast will be in possession of jealous rival
powers, giving to them the command of the Northern Pacific and in a certain
degree that of the China Seas, objects of the greatest commercial and politi-
cal importance to Great Britain.

Under those circumstances I beg respectfully to draw your Lordship's
attention to the important subject in que'tion and to entreat you will be
pleased to watch over the interests of the Hudson's B;ky Company and of
the Pugets Sound Agricultural Company in any negotiations that may be
in progress connected with the proceedings alluded to.

I have the honor to be,
My Lord,

Your Lordsliips most oL ,dt. humble servt.,

J. H. PELLY, GOVR.

Journal 722, HUDSON'S BAY HOUSE,
pp. 232., 22nd April, 1840.

The Rt Honble.
LoRD JOHN RUSSELL,

&c &c &c

MY LORD,-With reference to two letters under dates lIth April 1838
and 3rd May 1839, which I had the honor of addressing to Lort Glenelg
and the Marquis of iNormandy as Secretary of State for the Colonia!
Department reporting the discoveries of an expedition fitted out by the
Hudson's Bay Company for the discovery of the North West Passage under
the command of Messrs. Dease and Simpson, I have now the honor of
handing Your Lordship copy of a Despatch bearing date 16/30 October,
1839 by which Your 'Lordship will observe that the exertions of those
Gentlemen have been crowned with success.
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The operations of the exped:ition were commenced in the year 1836.
In the Summer of 1837 they traced the. Coast froem the mouth of McKen-
zie's River to Point Barrow (Mr. Simpson.having with great toil performed
part of the journey on foot where the, navigation was obstructed by ice)
thereby connecting the survey and discoveries of Sir John Franklin from the
Eastward with those of Capt. Beechy from the Westward. In 1838 they
descended the Copper Mine River but their boats were obstructed by ice
to the Westward.of Point Turnagain the extreme point of Sir John Frank-
lin's discoveries to the Westward. Mr. S-impson however proceeded on foot
for five days at considerable ri-sk at that late season and traeed the coast
for some distance to the Eastward of Point Turnagain and from thence
returned to their winter quarters on the. shore sof Great Bear Lake. With
the breaking up of the ice in 1&39, tho«e gentlemen resurmed their harassing
labours, and: as Your Lordship will observe. by the narrative now inclosed
they accomplished the survey to the mouth: of Great Fish.. River whereby
they connected the surveys and discoveries of Sir John Franklin from the
Westward with those of Sir George Back from the Eastward. They also
extended the survey of the. Coast for about two- degrees of longitude to
the Eastward of Cape Hay of Sir George Back until they saw open water
extending in the direction of the Straits of the Fury and Hecla.

The discovery of a North We.st Passage has been considered an object of
much interest for nearly three centuries and of sufficient inportance to
induce Great Britain and Russia te fit out several expeditions at a heavy
cost towards its accomplishment. The British Government moreover by
the 18th Geo: 2 Cap 17 offered a reward of twenty thousand pounds for
the discovery: this offer of- reward was, continued by 58 Geo: 3rd Cap. 20
but repealed by the 9th Geo: 4th Cap: 66. Notwithstanding this repeal
however several of the officers who commanded expeditions subsequently
fitted out by Government at much cost to the Nation, have been rewarded
for their partial success : I trust therefore that Your Lordship will con-
sider the services and exertions of Messrs. Dease and Simpson of sufficient
interest and importance to entitle them likewise to some reward at the
hands of Her Majesty's Ministers more especialily so as the whole expense
connected with their expedition has been defrayed by the Hudson's Bay
Company. The operations of the expedition are to he continued next year
under the command of Ur. Simpson and as it is not probable that we can
have any communication with that Gentleman for two or perhaps three
yeers hence after the departure of the Hudson's Bay Company's ships
about the latter end of next month, I beg leave to solicit Your Lordship's
early consderation of this subject and with much respect

I have the honor to be,
My Lord

Your Lordship's most
obedt. hnmle. servt.

J. H. PELLY, Gorr.
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Journal 1539, rCopy.]
No. 3.' ON BOARD THE " BEAVER"

STEAM VESSEL
1st October, 1840.

To JoHN MCLOUGHLIN, Esq.,
Chief Factor,

&c., &c.

DEAR SrR,-Having communicated in my former letters such information
as I conceived worthy of your attention, respecting the state of business at
Forts Nisqually and Langley, I will now further inform you that we left
the latter post with the Steam Vessel, early on the 5th May, and arrived
successively on the 11 th and 14th following at Forts McLoughlin and
Simpson.

The trade and resources of these posts being well known to you, a special
notice of them in this place would appear superfluous, I will therefore pass
over the subject without remark and take the liberty of calling your
attention to another part of the coast, namely Queen Charlotte's Sound,
with Johnstone's Straits, and Vancouver's Island, the trade of which is
now left to the "Beaver " where useful changes may be made, in the not
improbable event of that vessel being disabled or unavoidably called off
from the present range of duties by the increase and pressure of business to
the Northward. In either of those cases I would propose that a. permanent
establishment be formed in a central position convenient for the resort of
the Natives being a better and less expensive method of carrying on the
trade, than by leaving it, as we now do, to the Shipping.

The object here proposed, can be effected at an inconsiderable increase in
our present outlay, while the excess will be largely repaid, by the ultimate
reduction in the expense of management; A steady market will moreover
stimulate the industry of our regular custoniers in that quarter and further
serve as a point of attraction to other more distant tribes, inhabiting the
continental Canals and the West Coast of Vancouver's Island, with whom
our intercourse has been hitherto limited to casual meetings of very rare
occurrence. And should our views hereafter extend beyond the mere
traffic of peltries, we will have it in our power to cultivate the fisheries of
these shores which, judging from the abundance of excellent Salmon i saw
there, will yield a large produce, and may become a valuable auxiliary
business. But admitting even that, advantages, such as are here described
would not result from this measure, it will become a matter of necessity, to
provide in one shape or other for the security of this valuable section of the
coast trade, in either of the cases I have above supposed and assuredly the
most certain and least expensive means of attaining the object, is by the
plan here submitted of maintaining a permanent establishment. The place,
which I consider, in all respects most suitable for this purpose is the neigh-
bourhood of Neweete, near the north end of Vancouver's Island, where
there are several good harbours accessible to shipping at every season, and
which is alnost directly in the centre of the Native population being about
equi-distant from the most Southerly tribes of Johnstone's Straits and
those living in the Vicinity of Fort McLoughlia, a Post that, if opposition
could be kept away might then perhaps be dispensed with altogether; on
this point, however, experience will be the safest guide; but at all events
while in possession of this additional post at Neweete, Fort Simpson, at the
opposite extreme of the British Territory, with Fort McLoughlin in the
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centre, the trade of the Coast will without any extraneous aid whatever, be
as completely protected against every probable contingency as circumstances
will ever permit.

To return to the narrative of our journey, we left Fort Simpson on the
19th May and arrived in two days at Stikine. The officer in charge for
the Russian Company having no orders to surrender the Post into our
hands, I pushed on to Sitka through a line of Inland canals in company
with the Russian Steam Vessel (which by the bye is no match in speed for
the Beaver) and arrived there on the 25th. I immediately waited on His
Excellency Captain Kaupreanoff the Governor, and we fell to business
without delay. We began by fixing the precise extent of our respective
limits of trade, consistently with the provisions of the agreement and having
settled that point, we were led to consider the ways and means of pre-
serving these mutually conceded rights without prejudice to the interests
respectively at stake, an important object to both parties but of very
difficult attainment on this coast on account of the constant and general
intercourse, which exists between the inhahitants of our own Territory and
the Islands belonging to the Russian Company. The Governor who appeared
keen and tenacious on the latter point, proposed that Agents should be
mutually appointed to reside at the respective Forts who might receive all
furs brought in by Indians of their side, but this plan appeared to me
in every respect so unpleasant and objectionable'and otherwise so ill cal-
culated to prevent deception tha' I would not consent to it and suggested
as a more liberal as well as a more tffective expedient that the character of
the parties should stand in pledge of their conduct and in accordance with
this view of the subject, the 4th article of the deed No. 1, which I transmit,
binding both parties to restore Furs received from Indians of the other part
was framed and adopted. On the other point, the settlement of the
Boundaries I had less difficulty and you will perceive by the 2nd article of
the saine document that the teris obtained are more liberal than we could
of right insist upon, it was afterwards determined to introduce an equal
Tariff over the whole Coast, whenever such a step cr- be taken with safety.
The other points brought under discussion being of minor importance I
need not occupy your time with a detail of them here, as-the document
before referred to will supply any further information. I must in justice
add that I received the most polite attention from the Russian Authorities
during my stay at Sitka; they certainly appear anxious to cultivate our
friendship, and I firmly believe that they will do us full justice; our pro-
ceedings will I trust be marked by the saine honourable spirit, a breach of
faith on either side must banish confidence and prove in its consequences
injurious to both.

To your proposal of using Bodega as a port of entrance for the export of
Cattle from California, there exists no objection on their part, but they do
not feel at liberty to enter into our views without the sanction of that
Government, this however is a matter of very little importance as they
intend to abandon their establishment at Bodega, as soon as they can wind
up their affairs. They decline for the present entering into any arrange-
ment respecting the purchase of Sugars, in consequence of their.having a
stock on hand equal to four years' consumption, besides an unfinished con-
tract for a further supply.

I could make no desirable arrangement for the manufacture of their
flour, as they have3 a mill at Sitka, that answers every purpose of -grinding
the rough meal used by their servants.

As soon as our business at Sitka was closed we returned to Stikine,
received possession of the fort on tb lst Junea, and the following evening
reached Fort Simpson, the barque 'ancouver arrived next day with our
supplies from the Columbia we immediately proceeded to land the outfits
of the Southern Posts and by the 10th of the month, we were again on the
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move the "Beaver " having the "Vancouver " in tow. On the 17th following
both vessels anchored off the mouth of the Taco, amidst masses of floating
ice. I started with an armed party the same day, to explore the River, a
purpose that we effected without molestation from the Natives, to the dis-
tance of 35 miles and returned to the vessels late on the 20th.

This journey was not productive of any very satisfactory information; the
Taco disembogues into a Gulf in Stephens Passage, running interiorally
from Point Salisbury Lat: 58° 19' W Longe. 133° 59' 19" its northern
entrance; it may be classed with the Wallamette in magnitude, discharging
probably a greatrr body of water, much more diffused at its entrance where
the Channel is 11 miles broad and"for J of a mile so shallow, at the reflux
of the tide as to be impassable by any larger Crafts than Canoes, which
they drag through the mud ; there is however a rise at ordinary tides, of
12 feet when a small vessel may easily enter and proceed 10 miles upward
with safety. The current then becomes strong and broken by rocky shoals,
so that this point may be considered the limit of Ship navigation. The ships
boats being too clumsy for inland travelling, we found the ascent arduous
but perfectly safe, and the River on the whole well adapted for the descrip-
tion of Craft generally used in the transport of the Country; and the
Indians moreover told me that it was equally good for 76 miles beyond,
making its navigable extent for small Craft terminate at about 111 miles
from the Coast,

In the selection of a site for the establishment had circumstances been
otherwise favorable I would have built on some point in the River near the
probable limits of Ship Navigation, but we discovered thereat, as well as
for many miles above, and in every part of the River below an invincible
obstacle to our wishes in the extrerme poverty of Timber suitable either for
fuel or building purposes there being in fact no wood in that part of the
valley, except Willows, Alders, poplar trees scarcely larger and a very few
dwarf pines. Other objections of a most serious kind, were moreover opposed
to our building there, the Winters are so severe that the River as well as
the head of the Gulf leading to it are frozen over or become so much
obstructed by floating ice as to cut off all communication with the sea, so
that supposing the Fort placed there, not only would the major part of
Taco Tribe who always winter on the Coast be kept from visiting it during
a great part of the year, but the exceedingly more valuable trade of the
district between Taco and Cross Sound would be also completely beyond
reach. Abandoning therefore all thoughts of forming our Establishment
at the mouth of the River, we next had rcCourse to the Gulf in its vicinity
in that no suitable spot was to be found on its desoiate shores. We were
consequently led to extend our researches to the coast outside of the Gulf,
and at length by the aid of a friendly Indian we discovered the site which
the Fort now occupies in a safe harbour of easy access about 15 miles South
of the Taco. The situation is in every respect favourable being well sup-
plied with fresh water having abundance of good timber while it is directly
in the high-way of trade at a convenient distance for the people of Chilcat
and Cross Sound and should it hereafter be desirable we can push into the
interior with as much facility from it as from any point nearer the River.

Our building operations were commenced on the 24th June and by the
l2th August after seven weeks of unremitted toil we had several buildings
erected and the defences of the Fort completed in a manner sufficiently
formidable to resist any open violence of the Natives. I then determined
to carry into effect a design I had previously formed of visiting the line of
Coast extending f rom Tako northward to Cross Sound, and for this purpose
I removed f rom the shore into the Steam vessel and departed on our pro-
posed journey, Dr. Kennedy being left behind to carry on the work. From
the commencement of our enterprise up to that time, we had seen few of
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the tribes who inhabit the populous district situated to the northward of
Tako; I at first attributed their rpserve to ignorance of our arrivai, but
when week ater week had passed away without bringing us into more
familiar intercourse with them, I was forced to ascribe their absence to
other causes, and became impressed with the opinion that they either feared
or disliked our vicinity. One of the main obiects therefore that I proposed
to gain by this journey was the removal of any such feelings that might
exist among the natives to .the prejudice of our interests while we would
have an opportunity of conciliating their good-will and perhaps succeed in
producing a warm and kindly feeling towards the Fort.

On our way northward we spoke the Russian American Steam Vessel,
returning from a cruise among the harbours on their side of Cross Sound,
undertaken as Mr. Lindenberg her commander informed me at the instance
of the inhabitants, who repeatedly sent messengers to Sitka for the purpose
of hastening their visit; he also informed me that he had traded about 60
Sea Otters during the cruise. From the good fortune that had attended
him, we were of course led to fori flattering anticipations respecting the
resuit of our own voyage, and we pushed on rapidly to " Kucknaoo " the
principal town on the continental shore of Cross Sound, and anchored in
its vicinity. Our hopes of trade were here quickly dispelled, we found to
our great disappontment the town alost empty and the few remaining
inhabitants without a single skin of any description among them. We
learned from these that the greater part of the Tribe were actually at that
time, and bad been since the Spring living at Thla-ha-eek in Behring's Bay,
several degrees north of Cape Spencer, where according to custom, they go
every year to fish and hunt furs; from thence they were expected hor i in
the month of August and they moreover informed us that a few of their
friends had sold all their furs at the Russian Steam Vessel, that we had
just before met. This report was, in a manner corroborated by the want of
Furs among the Indians there present ; and our consequent disappointment
more than disposed me, at the moment, to receive it as an undoubted fact,
altho' I must not conceal that our want of success might be traced to other
sources with as great an amount of probability as to the cause here assigned;
we cannot therefore in fairness entertain so grave a charge without clearer
proofs than the mere testimony of Indians. Let the fact be as it may, I
thought the case of so much importance as affording a precedent which
might effect our future relations with the Russian American Company that
I pointedly made it the leading subject of a letter which I lately addressed
to Captn. Etoline the present Governor of Sitka, who I presume will see
justice done, if he diseovers that our rights have been invaded. I did
everything in my power to leave a favorable impression of the " English"
on the minds of the Indians we saw here, and I am disposed to think they
will not hereafter so anxiously solicit the Russians to visit them as they are
reported to have done this year. If there be any dread of such an event,
the Steam Vessel should be sent early in August to remain there until the
beginning of September when the bulk of the years trade would be secured,
and the Fort would pick up the rest of their Furs. There are no navigable
rivers in Cross Sound, our side of it being bounded by an unbroken range
of bleak mountains, covered with perpetual snow. On leaving Cross Sound
we ran to the Chilcat Village at the north west end of Lynn Channel. The
people of Chilcat are numerous, bold and enterprising. At the period of
Vancouver's discovery they attacked his boats while engaged in the survey
of Lynn Channel, since that time various acts of aggressions committed
upon trading vessels, visiting their shores, have served to maintain their
notoriety and eventually attaches to them the character of being the most
perfidious and mischievous of the Coast Tribes. In one daring attempt to
capture an American Vessel they were most severely punished and left 45
of their number slain on the Ships deck. The recollection of the memorable
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defeat, which, as a body they are longing to revenge is still fresh in their
minds, and I was told that they had thoughts of exactirg the penalty from
us, because we have the misfortune to speak a language in common with
the Americans. Knowing these circunstances and sensible of the pernicious
influence which a rupture with them in the outset of our career, would
have on our affairs the vessel was effectively arrayed in all the trappings
of defensive war, to damp the ardours that the prospect of an easy conquest
might inspire, and when we anchored among them. every precaution was
taken to prevent surprise in a way that neither evinced nor excited alarm.
Whatever may have been their intentions they behaved to us in a triendly
and civil manner; by the aid of our interpreter I chatted freely with the
principal Chiefs who were received on board, and feasted on Bread and
Molasses, seasoned with tobacco. Without appearing acquainted with their
previous history, I made them clearly to understand that we were a per-
fectly distinct people from the Americans and that our vessel had never
before been in that part of the world.

They became evidently satisfied of this and one of the number in a very
decent speech observed that their people had been thinned by the sword
and Pestilence (meaning the Small-pox) but continued the speaker the
English are now come to replace the friends we have lost and we shall
esteem thern as such. These flowers of Rhetoric were of value only when con-
sidered as indications of a growing good feeling, and I add with pleasure
that their conduct to us both on the occasion of which I ncw speak and
subsequently when a nuinber of them visited the Fort, was strictly in keep-
ing with these professions. These prelimirnaries over, we proceeded to trade
and eventually parted with them on the most aimicable terms after leaving
in their hands a present of tobacco, as a token of friendship, for several of
the Chief men whom we were prevented f rom seeing by their absence from
home, at the time of our visit.

This tribe inhabits seven villages extending at irregular distances, from
the mouth to 30 miles up the River Chilcat which together with another
navigable stream of lesser note flows from the north and eastward into the
head of Lynn Channel. The latter takes its rise in a considerable lake 60
miles from the Coast that has no other practical outlet; while the course
of the Chilcat, though deep and of considerable breadth, at the entrance
is scarcely so protracted its navigable limit, where the river, is lost in a
countless number of mountain torrents being reached in three moderate
days travelling.

Distant excursions into the Interior are made every summer-by the Chil-
cat people for the purpose of trade, in the pursuit of this object, they follow
the course of the Chilcat river for a time, leave their canoes when it ceases
to become navigable and perform the remainder of their journey on foot
attended by a crowd of slaves,. who carry their provisions and packs of
goods-

In six days they traverse the mountainous region which bounds the
coast, and enter a level thinly wooded country inhabited by the people with
whom they traffic. From the direction of their route, and the distance
travelled this section of the country must lie between the maritime chain
of Mountains, on this coast, and the range which borders the western bank
of McKenzie's River beyond the 60th Parallel of North latitude.

I could not discover if the people who live there, have any intercourse
with our Forts on the McKenzie, but as the existence of these seem unknown
to the Chilcat traders it is probable they are not within the circle of our
acquaintance. Froin Lynn Channel we returned direct to the Fort, with-
out stopping at any other place there being but one intermediate town
named " Auke " on the way whose inhabitants had visited us several times
before my departure up on this circuit.
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On our return we ran close in with the Continental Shore and could
observe that it uniformly presents an unvarying outline of lofty snow
covered mountains to appearance compact and unbroken except at the
mouth of the Tako which way we therefore considered as the only outlet
between the Fort and Chilcat River. I have already ,mentioned that we
ascended the Taco, in the ships boats to the computed distance of 35 miles
and found the ascent arduous but perfectly safe and moreover that vessels
of light draught may ascend to the distance of 10 miles from the sea; and
that it is navigable for 76 miles beyond the point of my return I may here
further communicate that the Taco Indians carry on a regular traffic with
the people that live at this navigable boundary that the river is on both
sides shut in by inaccessible mountains which extend 50 miles into the
interior and terminate in an open level country, with its peculiar features
of Lakes and steams of water abounding with Beaver, and possessing great
natural Beauty, on such points we must allow much for the paintings of
fancy but even while keeping this indespensable precaution in view I see
no reason to discredit the general fidelity of the Indian statement here
given.

The last excursion I made before my final departure from For Tako
was to Port Snettisham Latitude 57° 54' 35" West Long: 133° 58' to visit
a river named Sitko which fiows into that harbour by a fine bold entrance
opening through the mountains as nearly as we could estimate of a mile
broad. We carried soundings of 15 fm. for three miles up, when the water
suddenly shoaied to 1, 2, & 3 feet for 2-J miles, the depth afterwards was
very irregular but neyer exceeded 18 ft. This river is not so large as the
"Tako " and merits notice merely from the circumstance of its affording a
passage difficult indeed but still practicable through the otherwise impene-
trable barrier of mountains that girds the sea coast into the hitherto sealed
country East of it.

The outline of this River like the others I have described consists of
even loftier mountains than I saw elsewhere sloping abruptly into a very
narrow valley through which the River winds its course in a north by east
direction as far as I could trace it.

A few of the most enterprising of the Port Snettisham Indians ascend
Sitko every year in the month of September when the force of the summer
flood has abated, and the water is in the most favorable sate. In these
journeys they travel in small light canoes, which are carried over all places,
where the passage by water appears difficult or would expose them to
danger.

In the course of 10 days they reach the first inland Tribe, who live about
90 miles from the coast, with these people they do an inconsiderable traffic
in jltries. The mountainous region extends to an unknown distance
beyond the habitation of the inland Tribe, and notwithstanding the
unfavorable character of the country with the small quantity of furs now
drawn from it, we are told that it abounds with fur bearing animals a state-
ment which looks rather contradictory, altho' we might suppose the present
paucity of production to arise from the poverty of the traders, who have
not means to make extensive purchases and consequently the hunters can
have no motive for exertion.

Having thus visited the only three considerable Rivers known to the
Natives between Stikine and Cape Spencer, our business having also
attained a certain degree of form and stability while Fort Tako being
strong enough for defence and not further requiring the presence of a pro-
tective force we left it on the 25th August, on our return to the Columbia.
Mr. Kennedy according to appointment was left in charge at Fort Tako,
with Mr. Roderick Finlayson as assistant and 24 men including two debili-
tated invalids, a reduction of four mer. may be safely made next year, but
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all further measures of retrenchment must of càurse be regulated by the
temper and future deportment of the Natives who are daring and numerous.

The Fort is built in a convenient harbour N. Late. 58° 6' 10" W. Longe.
133° 59' 30" nearly midway between the Tako and Sitko Rivers being
about 24 miles distant from each.

The following tabular view exhibits the estimated strength of the
tribes who resort to this etablishment.

Estimated
Number animal

-- Place of Residence. of hunts in
ablemen made

Beaver.

Saindan.............. quanay Port Snettisham ........... 80 200
Tako..... ........... ... quanay Tako River & Fort.......... 70 500
Auké ................ quanay Nt. End of Douglas Isld..... 180 200
Hoona ......... ......... quanay Cross Sound ............. 400 400
Chilcat. ................ quanay Lynn Channel.. .. ........ - 600 1,000

1,330 2,300

Their numerical force as here given is if anything under-rated, so per-
haps may be their estimated hunts, which we had no means of ascertaining
with greater accuracy, in the two months from 24th June to 24th August,
we traded furs to the value of £800 nearly, and we may reasonably expect
that the return will for a time continue on the increase as the Indians
froin being closely attended to and having a market at their door will hunt
better than formerly. In their general intercourse with us we found then
quiet and civil but whenever the sale of a Beaver skin was talked of, they dis-
played a restless grasping avidity with and artful pertinacity in drawing a
hard bargain exceeding anything of the kind I ever saw.

In establishing the trade we were obliged to yield in some measure to
the force of adverse circumstances, it was my intention to introduce a low
standard of trade that is to say to make a 2½ pt. Blanket the equivalent of
a full sized Beaver; but I could not succeed without hazarding the loss of
half our trade which would have gone into the hands .of slave dealers from
the Russian Territory who were hovering around watching a favourable
moment to dispose of their stock; we made great exertions to beat them
from the market, but despite our efforts they contrived to carry off a few
lots of Beaver.

The Natives in this quarter hold a great many Slaves and set so high a
value on them that they in a manner constitute the measure of wealth and
rank in the Tribe. In consequence of this state of things every attempt
made on our part to raise the Tariff was unvariably resisted, and the Furs
devoted by their owners to the purchase of slaves. This is an evil from
which there is no present way of escape as the detestable traffle in human
beings with its fearful train of guilt and wretchedness will exist in unmiti-
gated force as long as it proves a tempting source of profit to those engaged
in it, and no means short of a total revolution in the moral and social state
of those Tribes will lead them to with-hold the temptation. The provision
resources of Tako have been so far unproductive; we were all summer
almost entirely dependent on the stock of grain and salt fish brought with
us from the Columbia; on my departure a twelve montbs stock still
remained in store which will support the establishment until a fresh supply
can be sent by the Ship of next year.

I hope that circumstances will in this respect improve, and render all
further aid beyond that supply unnecessary as deer and fish of various
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kinds, abound in the neighborhood of the Fort which the impulse of new
and growing wants will eventually teach the Indians to pursue with more
ardour than they now feel.

Having lef t Tako, as before stated on the 25th of August we arrived on
the following day as Stikine. When this place came into our possession
on the 1st of last June, 1Mr. William Glen Rae was left in charge assisted
by Mr. John. McLoughlin with an establishment of 20 labouring servants
which in the circumstances of the place I considered barely enough for its
protection.; as the defences art- not formidable and the natives are rude and
turbulent. In fact as soon as we had left the place on our route to Tako,
they became insufferably saucy; they demanded an exorbitant price for
their Beaver, and on this being resisted, they had recourse to threats of
violence, broke the dam of a snall water mill near the Fort, cut off its
external supply of water, and did all the mischief in their power.

Divided at other times into parties mutually jealous of each other, the
whole Tribe were united on this occasion by one conmmon object, and acted
in concert largely with the view of frightening us into termas such as they
chose to impose. They pursued their object for a time with an astonishing
degrer of unity and tenacity of purpose but Mr. Rae who amid all these
trying events had displayed great temper and firmness, at length succeeded
in dissolving the confederacy, when tranquility was gradually restored, and
trade resumed at a very small concession on the prices we first offered, after
it had been for ten days entirely suspended. Since that time several petty
disputes have arisen from various causes, but there bas been no general or
dangerous combination against the fort, on the contrary a growing good
feeling for us is perceptible among the Natives generally while several of
the powerful gangs have even gone to the length of taking up arms in our
behalf.

The Native name of this Tribe is Secat-quanay, they number about 600
able men and are now the only people within our territorial limits, who
regularly frequent Stikine for trade. In the three months from June to
August of the current year, they traded £1500 worth of furs, a promising
beginning and I trust the precursor of handsome annual terms.

The provision resources of this Post are now more than equal to meet
the wants of its Establishment, in fact the waters abound with Salmon,
and the forests with deer which the Natives sell cheerfully at a moderate
price. On one occasion 300 carcases of Deer were traded in 15 days by the
late Russian Commandant and we found no diffBculty in procuring any
number wanted for our own use. If barrels'could be provided 100 tierces
of salmon might be cured annually at this place, for exportation in addition
to the quantity required for its own consumaption.

This Fort is now fully supplied with provisions for the year, and will
need no further aid, in this shape from the Columbia. Through tl.e kind-
ness of the Governor of Sitka, I obtained a good chart of the Stikme River,
drawn from the Russian survey to the distance of 50 miles from the sea.
There is a continued channel broad and deep enough for vessels to that
point, and we have no reason to suppose it terminates there. An extensive
land stretches across the mouth of the River, intersected by two narrow
channels, that a ship may safely run through, which renders the entrance
difficult, but beyond this shoal there is no other known obstat'e, except the
resistance of a powerful current to impede the Steam Vessels advance to
the limit of the Russian survey.

Having now communicated the leading particulars of our summers ope-
rations together with such heads of information as i could collect respect-
ing our newly acquired territory at the coast and the country interior from
it, I have further to state on that subject, that the two existing Establish-
ments at Stikine and Tako, afford every accommodation to the Natives in
the way of trade; consequently no additional post on the sea coast north of
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Tako is required for the prosecution of the business, or holds out a prob-
ability of defraying its own expenses.

la reference to the feasibility of carrying our settlements into the
interior, the preceeding pages show that so far as regards mere natural
obstacles of route, the object is clearly attainable by making the Taco and
Stikine Rivers our lines of communication.

Taking the question however as a mere matter of profit and loss, I think
in regard to the last named river that in our present circumstances holding
as we actually do the Fort of Stikine we will gain nothing by the attempt,
as the country available for settlement is not extensive enough to support
another post in addition to Fort Stikine.

Thus the distance from the mouth of the Stikine River to the Rocky
Mountains near its navigable head does not exceed 150 miles; Mr. Camp-
bell of 3[cKenzie's River district mentions that the passage of a mountain-
ous region from thence to Dease's Lake is performed, in three days snow-
shoe walking," thereby establishing the proximity of these two points
namely the navigable head of the Stikine River and Dease's Lake.

Frorm the fact it is evident that if we push a post eastward from Stikine
River it will exercise a pernicious influence on the trade of Fort Halket, on
the other band a post formed at the head of Stikine River, the grand
rendez-vous of the Coast Traders would suffer from their mischievious
interference, and get furs very little cheaper than on the Coast while it
would in a great measure cut off the trade, and leave nothing to be done at
Fort Stikine.

The Taco River though less accessible than the Stikine presents
interiorly a wider field for discovery and improvement, if a way can be
found of reaching it, but we have here to encounter the one great difficulty
incident to al] rivers on the North West Coast, the absence of navigable
tributaries, while the main branch extends in a navigable form to the
distance of only 111 miles from the sea the point where the Coast and
interior Indians meet for trade.

If our progress into the country be arrested at that place, and we cannot
get beyond the influence of the coast prices, an establishment there would
only serve as in the case at Stikine to multiply charges by purchasing furs
in the interior which can be bought almost as chiefly on the coast without
the expense and risk of sending for them. The course of the Chilcat River
is unfortunatly confined to the Maritime district and does not even pene-
trate beyond the mountains. The Chilcat people pursue their trading
journeys on foot and enjoy the range of the great valley north of the 60th
parallel of Latitude extending on one side to the mountainous region west
McKenzie's River and on the other to the Mountains on the Coast. The
only way to draw its treasures forth will be to call out the services of the
natives and push the trade by their means; the Russian Company have for
some years past been in the habit of doing so by making considerable
advances of goods to the people of Chilcat and Stikine for the purpose of
trading in the interior and were in general punctually paid. This practice
we may continue and even extend with advantage wherever it may be
found dißicult, too expensive or from oher causes inexpedient to establish
the interior that is in all such cases I would recommend that the natural
enterprise of the native population should be turned to account by trust-
ing certain individuals of them, with small adventures, on the security of
a sufficient propercy pledge, left in the Company's stores to insure punctual
payment. The direct tendencies of this system would go to increase our
general influence and it may prove in the end the safest and least expensive
way of improving the important territory in question.

Before closing this letter I may further inform you that the trade of the
Southera Coast, that is fort Simpson, Fort McLoughlin and the Steam
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Vessel, has in the aggregate fallen short in value of last years returns, at
the two posts solely in consequence of a decline in the Marten Trade while
on the part of the "Beaver " we may to that cause add her absence during
a greater part of the summer at Taco.

The number of Beaver and other skins at these places, exceeds the num-
ber collected last outfit, but the increase in these staple articles, is not equal
to the defalcation in the marten trade arising simply from one of these
fluctuations to which it has always been subject.

Notwithstanding the partial decline the Comipany's affairs generally wear
a prosperous aspect and hold out fair promise for the purpose. The Steam
Vessel is in a state of the highest order looking above and below as smooth
and neat as the day she left the downs. The engines continue to do their
work well, and in no part of the machinery can any signs of wear or decay
be detected. The boilers are getting worse for the wear, and need a patch
now and then but the Engineers think them strong enough to stand the
tear and wear of two years further service.

I remain,
Dear Sir,

Your most obedient
very humble Servant,

(Signed) JAM ES DOUGLAS.

FORT VANCOUVER,
25th November, 1841.

Vol. 1561, To the Governor, Depy Governor
pp. 19-31. & Committee of the

Honble. Hudson's Bay Company.

Departure We took our departure from Fort McLoughlin on the 16th and passing
from Fort through Princess Royal and Grenville Canals and Chatham Sound arrived
McLouglhlin. ýh I

at Fort Simpson the following day. This establishment which is the most
Arrival at important on the Coast, is situated in about Lat: 54° 34' Long: 130° 38',
'Fort Simpson. near Dundas Island and close upon the Southern Russian Boundary.

Indians who It is visited by a great many Indians occupying the Islands and Contin-
frequent it. ental shores to a considerable distance among whom are the inhabitants of

five villages on the mainland ; likewise by the natives of Queen Charlotte's
Island, by the inhabitants of Tomgass and by those of Kygarni, one of the
islands forming the Prince of Wales Archipelago (Russian territory); in all
a population of about 14000 souls. From this will be seen that the range
of its trade is very great and if the existing arrangement with our Russian
neighbours had not been entered into, opposition prices would have drawn
to Fort Simpson a considerable portion of the furs now collected at Stikine.

Returns. The present returns are from 3000 to 4000 Beaver and Otter, about 50 sea
Otter, and a large quantity of small furs, the gross amount being about
£6,000 of which about £3000 forms the amount of charges, so that the
nett Revenue arising from this Post may be estimated at £3000 pr. annum.
The establishment was in the first instance placed at the outlet of Nass
River, but the situation being found inconvenient for shipping it was re-
moved to its present site which is, besides being a g. d position for watching
our own Northern and the Russian Southern frontier well adapted for
opposing both the Russians and Americans should such at any time here-
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after become necessary. There is a complement of 2 officers and 18 servants
at this post-where the means of living are abundant consisting principally
of Fish, Venison and Potatoes ; and a large body of Chimiseeans have seated

Ought to be themselves down in the neighbourhood, as the home guards of the Fort.
maintained as In any point of view this is a valuable and important establishment and
the depot of ought by all means to be maintained as the dépôt of the Coast while we

t have anything to do with its affairs.
18. Deporture Leaving Fort Simpson on the 18th we immediately entered within the
from Fort Russian Southern Boundary and passing through the Canal de Reveilla andSimpson. t
Arrivai at Clarence Straits arrived at Stikine on the 20th. This establishment of which
stikine. we obtained possession on the 1st June last year (1840) under the arrange-

ment of 6th February 1839 is situated on the North end of the Duke of
York's Island near Point Highfield 4, to 5 miles South of the outlet
of the Stikine or Pelly's River in Lat: 56° 33', Long: 132° 14', and

First formed was in the first instance formed here by the Russian American Company in
by Russ. 1833 with the view of protecting their trade, which they had every reason

to suppose would be endangered by the establishment which the Hon. Com-
pany then contemplated forming within the British territory up the Stikine

Indians who River. The post is frequented by the Secatquonay who occupy the country
frequent the about the mouth of the river and the islands contiguous to and running
post. parallel to that part of the Coast. It is likewise frequented by the natives

of three villages situated on islands, to the trade of which we do not con-
sider that we have any claim under the existiug agreement.

Furs obtained Nearly all the furs collected at this post, which are appropriated by us
fron Brit. are brought from the British interior territory amounting to about 1500
Territory. Beaver & Otter besides small furs estimated at about £3000, of which £1500

forms an item of charge so that the nett profits of the post are about £1500
pr. annum. The furs appropriated by us are principally traded by the
Secatquonays from the Niharnies and other Tndians of the Interior, some

Furs traded of whom have been seen at the establishments in McKenzies River. The
from Nihar- Secatquonays meet those Indians for the purpose of barter about 150 miles
nieo by Co t

ndians.co-tdistant from the Coast where the Niharnies who visited Dease's Lake in
1838-9 have a village about 60 miles distant from that Lake. Nearly al
the furs collected at Stikine are obtained from the Niharies at that village
which is a great fishing rendezvous and is during the fishing season visited
by all the Indians of the neighbourhood. The complement of people at this
establishment is two officers and 18 men which notwithstanding the good
disposition shown by the Indians cannot with safety be reduced. The post
is maintained by Fish and Venison which are procured in great abundance
from the natives at a very cheap rate.

We remained at Stikine but a few hours, taking our departure thence on
the afternoon of the 20th and passing through Wrangell's Straits, and
Prince Frederick's Sound arrived at Tacow on the 22nd. This establishment
is situated ir about Lat: 58°, 4', Long: 133°, 45', and was intended to have
been placed at the mouth of the Tacow River but no favorable situation
having been found for an establishment there, it was erected on its present
site, on the mainland, between two rivers the Sitko and Tacow, about 15

Indians miles distant from each. It is frequented by a great many Indians, occupy-
frequentin. ing the Continental Shore, both to the Northward and Southward likewise
this estabishb-
ment. - by some of the Islanders; in al from 4000 to 5000 souls are more or less

The Returns. dependent upon this establishment for their supplies. The returns of the
past outfit were about 1400 Beaver and Otter, besides small furs, yielding
a profit of about £1000; but from the growing industry of the Indians to
the Northward, arising from their being more regularly supplied with goods
than heretofore, is is expected that the ret·:rns will next year amount to
about 1800 to 2000 beaver & otter.
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Fort sur- The establishment is surrounded by a village containing from 300 to 400
rounded by Indians, who have recently shown a disposition to be troublesome moreIndianvflage. from a jealousy of the encouragement afforded by us to other tribes than

from any hostile feeling towards ourselves ; on the contrary, they, likewise
al the. Indians in the neighbourhood of the different establishments are

Indians very much pleased to have us settled among them, as our presence affords
pleased to them protection to a certain degree from their enemies, while they benefitnave us settled
among them. in many other respects by our intercourse with them. The complement of

people at this establishment is 2 officers and 22 men. It is principally
Venison very maintained on Venison got here, as at the other establishments on the
cheap. Coast at so cheap a rate from the natives, that we absolutely make a profit

on our consumption of provision, the skin of the animal selling for much
Furs obtained more than is paid for the whole carcase. Nearly all the returns that are
here frome collected at this establishment are brought from the British territory inlandBritish Terri-
tory. of the Russian line of demarcation, running parallel with the Coast &

traded by the Coast Indians from those inhabiting the interior country very
few being hunted by themselves.

20. Furs trad- Both at Tacow and Stikine likewise at Fort Simpson some sea otters anded by us ta
:which R. A. land furs have been collected which the Russian American Company think
Co., think they have a claim to under the provisions of the agreement of the 6th Feb.
they have a 1839 and as the article is not quite distinct an equitabe adjustment of the

matter has been made with Govr. Etoline which has removed all difficulty
The matter on the subject. By that arrangement it has been agreed that the Russian
org etho American Company shall give up to the Hudson's Bay Company at cost

Une. prices all the continental furs taken by them to the Southward of Cross
Sound, and that the Hudson's Bay Company shall in like manner give up
to the Russian Arnerican Company at cost prices the furs brought by
Indians belonging to the Russian Islands and there being a question as to

Hoona- whether certain Indians the Hoonaquanays of Cross Sound reside principally
quanays. on the continental shores or the Islands, it has been agreed that any sea

Otters traded by the Hudson's Bay Company from them shall be exchanged
wita the Russian American Company for Beaver, after the rate of 9j full
sized Beaver for one full sized sea Otter skin.

Un-der the strict letter of the agreement I arm not clear that ve could
claim these skins but Govr. Etholine acceded to the arrangement already
mentioned in consideration of the Russian American Company benefitting

Indians of the by the trade of the Tndians of the Alsache River, which empties itself intoAlsache river. Port Francois about 40 to 50 miles North of Cape Spencer under the
impression that those Indians make their hunts to the S.E. of a supposed
line drawn from Cape Spencer te Mount Fairweather whereby those hunts
would belong by the agreement of Feby 1839, to the Hudson's Bay Company.

Clainms in When the arranement by which we became possessed of the Russian
ta ( a2) farma territory to the Northward of Lat: 540 was first entered into, it was in
chain of posts contemplation to form a chain of posts along the Coast up to the outlet of
along the Cross Sound and from those establishments to form outposts in the Interior,
ostau in ut- under an impression, that the country between the Coast and the Rocky

Interior. Mountains was of much greater extent, more numerously inhabited, and
Only two more valuable than we have since ascertained it to be. There are only two
lenuthy rivers streams of any magnitude falling into the ocean between the Russianfalhn ig inta
the Pacifi in Southern Boundary and Cape Spencer, those are the Stikine and Tacow
the Russian Rivers, the former being navigable in seasons of high water for about 40
territory. to 50 miles by the steam vessel and afterwards by canoe, and the latter by
Range of small craft only. There is a range of mountains running along the Coast,
mountains extending inland about 60 miles beyond which there is a district of level
Cost.he country partially wooded but as there are few lakes in the interior it is

difficult of settlement, except in a direct line between the great chain of
Rocky Mountains and the Coast; and as the Coast Indians are inconstant
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communication with those of the interior, it is not supposed that the
AI] idea of presence of establishments would tend materially to increase the quantity
forning posts of furs at present collected so that all idea of occupying the interior countryaandoned with posts, during the existence of the present arrangement with the Rus-
The Russians sians is now abandoned. I have little doubt that our Russian neighbours
will be glad will be glad to prolong the arrangement beyond the expiration of the ten
tO extend the cl

t years as independent of other considerations it would be a means of avoiding
with the H.B. competition in trade with the Hon. Company, which they are well aware

h. would be highly injurious to them ; but should they alter their present
But should view of the subject and object to an extension of the arrangement beyond
thwy refuse the year 1850 it will in that case be advisable to establish three posts
to do so. in the.interior, say one from 40 to 50 miles up the Stikine River; another
Then three on the banks of a river falling into the head of Lynn's Canal, where we
posts to be should be well received by the Chilcat nation, and a third on the banks of
iorned. a lake situated inland from Admiralty or Behren's Inlet, near the northern

British boundary at Mount St. Elias where our presence and high opposition
prices would greatly disturb the Russian trade as far North as Cook's
Inlet-such a measure however, I hope will not be necessary, as the Rus-
sian American Company must be well aware that they benefit by the good
feelinz arisibg from the existing arrangement whereas a discontinuation
thereof would bring us in collision with them by which their interests
would he greatly affected.

22. Trade of The trade of the North West Coast which need not under any circum-
coast win not stances be ever estimated at more than 10,000 Beaver and Otter, besides
exceed 10O00
Be®ver p'. small furs is understood to be that of the Coast and islands extending
annum. Northwards f rom Point Mudge which is situated inside of Vancouver's

Island in about Lat. 50° Fort Simpson being thie most central point and
Fort Simps:on principal establishment upon that Coast is considered the depot of the district
the depot. although the outftts for the different posts have heretofore been made up at
Ships employ- Vancouver and conveyed direct to the establishments, which together with
ed th ear the transport to Sitka bas this year been the principal employment of theoast. barque Columbia, the schooner Cadboro and the Beaver steam vessel.
23. Trade of The trade of the coast cannot with any hope of making it a profitable
coast cannot business afford the maintenance of so many establishments as are now
afford to

tintain so occupied for its proterýtion together with the shipping required for its trans-
many ports. port nor does it appear to me that such is necessary as I am of the opinion

that the establishments of Fort McLoughlin, Stikine & Tacow might be
Nor are they abandoned without any injury to the trade and that the establishment of
necessary Fort Fort Simpson alone with the Beaver Steamer will answer every necessaryMCLOIIg-llin,
Stikine & and useful purpose in watching and collecting the trade of the whole of
Tcow maybe that line of coast, the transport of the supplies and the returns to be
abanéloned &
Beaver accomplished in one trip of a sailing vessel from Fort Vancouver to Fort
Steamer can Simpson. Under this arrangement the steamer would be constantly
ieet the employed in visiting the principal trading stations between the Quakeolth

trade. village in about Lat: 500 30', to the Northward of Johnston's Straits &
Steamer Cape Spencer, the Northern entrance of Cross Sound. These stations she
woud t could visit at stated periods six times a year which would be suffciently
principal cudvsta ttdprossxtmsava hc ol esfiinl
trading often for the purpose of collecting the trade and of supplying the Indians
stations. and would be more convenient to the natives generally than the permanent
Six times a trading establishments now occupied which many of the more remote
year. Indians are unable to visit in some instances on account of the distance,

and in others from an apprehension of difficulty with the home guards of
the different posts, who look upon such visits with much jealousy desirous
as they are of having the trade entirely in their own hands, by acting as
middle men between the Fort, and those distant tribes in order that they

When steain- may have the benefit of an agency by the transaction ; indeed I am of
ers come into opinion, that when once the steam vessel comes into regular operation so as
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regular play to visit the different trading stations at stated periods, the returns of the
retuo . likely Coast will materially increase as it will render our intercourse much moreto ncrease. frequent with the natives than it would otherwise have been and thereby

bring our supplies into more general use among them than they now are
24. Principal and consequently stimulating them to industry. The principal objection to
th change is this extended alteration in the arrangements of the Coast trade is the
the feeling of possibility of another attempt being made to disturb it by American,
American opposition; of that, however, I have no apprehension as it is perfectly
opposition. ascertained that the late adventurers upon the Coast have lost money by

their attemps upon the trade ; and as they cannot afford a sacrifice of
means in what they must know to be a hopeless attempt to dislodge us I
do not think that they will ever interfere with us again in this quarter.

But they are But even should they be disposed to make the experiment it could only be
retuin but if on the line of Coast to the Southward of Lat: 54° which is open to them
they do they pending the adjustment of the Boundary Question between Great Britain
can onlY OP- and the United States; which however, the establishment of Fort Simpsonpose us Sonth

af Lat. h with the presence of the Beaver Steamer, or any other vessel is quice
sufficient to protect. The country to the Northward of Lat: 54°, being
Russian territory is under any circumstances safe from opposition, being
protected both by treaty and by the Russian Amèrican Company :-The
trade of that part of the Coast say the Rissian territory will be more

Fearof breach effectually protected by the Beaver Steamer from any possible breach of
on the faith good faith on the part of our Russian neighbours, than by the posts now
on the. part of occupied ; but I have not the least apprehension of any unfair, dealing on
the Russians. the part of our neighbours, on the contrary I feel perfectly satisfied they

will honorably fulfil in spirit and to the letter all their engagements with
us..................................... .......... ..........

I have the honour to be, with much respect,
Honble. Eirs,

Your mo: obedt. humble. servt.,
GEO. SIMPSON.

FoRT VANCOUVER

Hudson Bay 25th November, 1841.
Journal, No.
1561. To the Governor, Depy Govr.,

& Comuittee of the
Honble. Hudson's Bay Company

Departure 1. HONBLE SiRs,-I had this honor under date 20th June from Red
from Red River Settlement whence I took my departure on 3rd July for the shoresRiver. of the Pacifie prosecuting my journey across the Continent on horseback,
On horseback. instead of pursuing the usual canoe route, as from the best information

that could be obtained respecting the state of the Athabasca and Columbia
Rivers at the period of the season when I should reach those streams, there
was every reason to believe the navigation of them then would not only be
exceeedingly dangerous but impracticable.

The route 2. My route which your honours can trace on Arrowsmith's chart lay
pursued. from Fort Garry in a Westerly direction to Fort Ellice on the banks of the

Assineboine, where I arrived on the 7th July ; thence North West to
Carlton, on the banks of the Saskactchewan, where we arrived on the 15th
of the same month ; thence West to Fort Pitt, which we reached on t.e
20th ; thence W. N. W. to Edmonton, likewise on the Saskatchewan,
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where we arrived on the 24th. From thence we took a S. S. Westerly
direction by the head waters of the Red Deers and Bow Rivers crossing
the Rocky Mountains by a pass in about Lat: 50° 30', which had now for

Arrival at the first time been travelled by Whites. Thence we passed through the
Fort Colville. Kootenais Country arriving at Fort Colville on the Columbia River, on the

18th August having performed a land journey of about 1900 miles in 47
days out of which we had travelled but 41, having been detained 6 en

Description of route. The country through which we passed from Red River Settlement,
the country. until we reached the Red Deers River is exceedingly beautiful presenting

all the varieties of Prairie and Woodland, Hill and Dale intersected by
rivers and lakes well adapted as far as soil admits for pastoral and agricul-
tural settlements:-deer, Buffalo, and Wild Fowl were abundant, and
although our way lay through the numerous marauding Plain tribes many

Description o of whom we saw, we were allowed to pass unmolested. Towards the Red
the country. Deers River the country became more hilly from whence across the moun-

tains to the Kootenais Country it is extremely rugged and precipitous and
in many places we found it almost impassable even with light horses the
whole route lying through thick forests deep morasses and over stupendous
rocks.

The party of Red River settlers proceeding to the Columbia who followed
us, were however more fortunate as they fell in with some Indians who
conducted them through a still more Southerly pass than we pursued, not
only shorter but better in every respect so that even with families, and
encumbered with baggage as they were they effected the passage of the
Mountains with infinitely less labor and in a shorter time than we accom-
plished it.

Arrival at From Fort Colville we descended the Columbia River by boat touching
Fort Vanco e at Okanagan and Walla Waý'<'t, and arrived at Fort Vancouver on the 25th
ver. August, six days earlier than by my letters of last year from England to C.

F. McLoughlin I had appointed to be there.
The business 3. It affords me great satisfaction to say that I found the business of the
East of Moun- different establishments I visited on my way from Red River East of the
s s"fatory Rocky Mountains in as regular and prosperous a state as I had reason to
state. anticipate; but having reported very fully on the affairs of the Honble.

Company's territories, previous to my departure f rom Red River I shall
here confine myself to those matters to which my attention has been
directed since I have been on the Western side of the Continent.

Fort Colville. 4. After crossing the mountains the first permanent establishment I
visited was Fort Colville which is intended to protect and collect the trade
of the Upper Columbia and of the Kootonais and Flat-head countries which
lie to the South and West of that post.

Trade falling I am concerned to say the returns are gradually diminishing from year
off yearly. to year: this arises from no want of attention to the management of the

district but from the exhausted state of the country which has been closely
N t wrought for many years without any intermission. In the present unset-

t ed state of the Boundary Line it would be impolitic to make any attempt
country on to preserve or recruit this once valuable country as it would attract the
account of the attention of the American trappers, so that there is little prospect of any
tper amendment taking place in its affairs. Here there are many extensive
Fine situation tracts of country, well adapted for colonization and at Colville there is an
for colon iza- excellent farm yielding bountiful harvests of'maize, wheat and other crops.
tion.
Okanagan an 5. Okanagan the next station I visited is an outpost from the establish-
outpost of, ment of Thompson's River maintained more for the putpose of facilitating
River. tee transport basiness of that post and New Caledonia than for trade as
Fewv furbear- there are few or no Fur bearing animals in the surrounding country.
ing aniniais
near it.



HUDSO2'S BA Y COMPANY CORRiESPONDENCE.

Disaffection 6. I was concerned to learn whilst passing Okanagan that the disaffec-
of Indians 2between tion of the Indians between that Place and New Caledonia which bas
Oanagan shown itself more comspicuously since the death of the late C. F. Black
and New than previously had not yet subsided and that every plan which had been
Caledunia. formed for apprehending the assassin had failed. This unfortunate state of
Failure of affairs it is thought has arisen from an ill-judged forbearance on our part

St in nt punishing many casses of misconduct (such as horse thieving pilfer-
Black' muL- ing from encampments &c) which bave been committed by the natives of
derer. Jate years, a forbearance they ascribe to shyness or timidity instead of the
Origin of this proper <,ause a disinclination to have recourse to measures or severity.
.stateofaffairs. Presuming on this laxity of discipline they have day by day become more

daring until now that it is considered a service of danger even to pass
through the country and can only be attempted in strong parties. The

Dang*rous complement of people in this district has been considerably increased, with
t of the a view of restoring good order and with the hope that more effectivecountrv. a %I- D

Increase of mea3ures may be adopted for the apprehending of the murderer of Mr.
the nun ber Black as if he be allowed to remain at large unpunished the impression it
of servants. would leave on the rminds of the natives might prove dangercus to the

peace of the country and the lives and property of the white population.
Did nlot meet .7. It had been arranged that I should meet C. F. Ogden at Okanagan
Mr. Ogden at but from letters 1 received from that gentleman it appeared he had pro-Okanagan t
who had gone ceeded to iNew Caledonia a few weeks previously, with bis outfit and people
to N ew Cale: being unwilling in the present disturbed state of the country through which
doni-.; ivth his t) Ca topseoitutS
outfit. they had to ass to intrust so important a .charge to other hands. Mr.

Ogden's report on the affairs of New Caledonia is by no means so favorable
as could be wished, the returns of this once valuable district having fallen

Mr. Ogden's off materially during the few past outfits. There has been a gradual
reiort on the diminution in the quantity of beaver and otter traded for several years past
Caledoa'" not but this is the natural result of the exertions that bave been made to
favorable. prosecute the trade with vigor with the double object of benefitting by im-
Cause of the mediate results, and of rendering the country less inviting to the numerous
diminution United States trapping parties, who formerly threated to overrun the whole
of DBenver &
Otter. of the accessible country on the west side of the Mountains.
And of Lynx There bas also been a 'great diminution in the articles of Lynx and
and Martins. Martens during the last two years which bas caused a rapid decline on the

profits of those compared with the preceding outfits. From the knowledge
which has been acquired by experience of the habits of those latter animails
however there is every reason to believe that this diminution in their num-
bers is merely temporary arising either from migration to other quarters or

The latter from disease ; but that as soon as those causes shall be removed they will
merely tem- become as plentiful as formerly and assist in retrieving the present unpro-porary. mising aspect of affairs in this district.
At Walla 8. At Walla Walla my nexb place of call the business appeared to be in
Wsla. busi- a regular satisfactory state without any material alteration having taken

regular. place in its condition as regards profits smee last reported upon. In former
years and until very lately this was considered to be a post of danger being

Itwas former- surrounded by several warlike and independent tribes, who where difficult,
Sadangerous of management but I was gratified to find that both the natives and the

people have irnrroved greatly in each others' estimation, and that the latter
feel in perfect security although the complement of servants at the post is

quite snow very small. I am'however concerned to say that the establishment soon

Deetr.ction after I passed it was destroyed by accidental fire but without any serious
of the Fort loss naving been incurred as both the furs and goods were saved. The
by fire. Indians on this occasion behaved with great propriety manifesting much
Assistance to regret at the calamity and affording every assistance in their power to save
siven by the the property. The establishment was in a very dilapidated condition and
Indians. was about to be enlarged and repaired so that the accident will be pro-
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ductive of less inconvenience than might be supposed. It is here my pain-
Death of C. ful duty to report the melancholy death of C. T. Pambran, who lately had
T. Paibran. charge of this establishment which was occasioned by an injury sustained

in riding a vicious horse; the death of that Gentleman who was a very
active and efficient officer is a serious loss to the Departnent.

C. T. P:un- 9. Mr. Painbran having died before the close of outfit 1840/1, his repre-

®tea sentatives will be entitled to a half interest only on the current outfit say
fulI interest 1841/2 there is consequently a half 1/85th share vacant which can be made
on Oct.18404 applicable to filling up the full Chief Trader's interest of one of the Gentle-

ton et., men recommended for promotion by the Council this year as stated in the
mi- 36th paragraph of my despatch to your Honors from Red River Settle-

The half 1, ment in compliance with the directions contained in the 23rd par: of your
85th to be despatch to myself of this season.
g''en to one of
the Clerks
nominated
this year.

Forts Han & 10. Two posts Forts Hall and Boisee more or less dependent upon Walla
Boisee. Walla have for many years past been maintained in the Snake country with

a view of watching any trapping parties that might present themselves from
In the Snake the United States and of encouraging the Snake Nations to direct their
Country. attention (which formerly was principally occupied in the Buffalo chase) to

fur hunting in both of which objects they have been successful.
No U. s. There is not at present any organizeu Trapping Expedition belonging to
trtpping the United States employed in the Snake country, although there are several
pa n the straggling parties the debris of other expeditions; one of these parties

headed by a Mr. Frabb -was this season eut off by a war party of Sioux.
But the debris They collect some furs in the Uta country through which the waters of the
ob®ain a few R:o Colorado pass to the Southward of the Snake country, and on the Plattefurs ini the
country. and other head waters of the Missouri. These parties are principally out-
And on the fitted with goods forwarded to them f rom St. Louis and occasionally receive
Platte & Mis- a few supplies from Forts Hall and Boisee which are thrown by us in their

.-uare s- way and of which they usually avail themselves paying for them in furs. A
plied from St. want of success having of late made them irregular in their payments there
Louis. is some doubts that the merchants of St. Louis wlio have heretofore outfitted
Their want them will continue to provide them with supplies it is probable therefore
of success. these people will become dependent on the Company for the means of follow-
It is probable ing up their operations. Under these circumstances an arrangement is at
they present contemplated with Captain Bridger the principal man among thesebecome aer*n preen
dent on the trappers by which it is hoped their entire hunts may next year fall into the
Company. hands of the Company. Sbould such arrangement take effect it would of
Arrangement -course lbe necessary to make advances to the party and if they should con-
contemplated sider it, more advantageous to their interests to lose sight of the Company's
ivith Capt.

claims upon them and decamp we should in that case benefit by their
absence and would probably occupy some of their late hunting grounds in
the Mexican territory ; but should they consider honesty the better policy
and come back with the view of repaying their debts and getting a fresh
outfit the transaction would likewise in that case be profitable so that our
dealings with these people in either event are likely to be productive of
advantage. Independent of the benefits derived from our intercourse with
the Americans arising fron our occupation of the posts of Forts Hall &
Boisee the presence of those establishments has stimulated the Snake

Snake Indians Indians to industry in fur hunting ; and as there are Beaver still in thehave becine
more industri- country, we are likely to benefit more by the services of the Natives which
ous by the wi]l be secured by the maintenance of those posts (at a very moderate
presence f expense) for their convenience than by the employment of a trapping

Expedition in the country while the occupation of those posts enables to
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obtain more or less of the hunts of our late rivals in trade from the United
States.

Besides the. The operations of these trappers being principally confined to the
advantages American territory east of the Mountains and to the country situated to
neourse %ih the Southward of Lewis and Clarke's river and Eastward of the Bonaven-

American tura valley, it cannot be said that they injuriously interfere with us in any
trappers. shape ; but should the mode of dealing with these people now contemplated

be carried into effect they will be in everything but name the Honble.
Company's servants or hunters.

The affairs ot 11. The Snake Country and its affairs which until they fell under the
Snake Coin- direction of C. F. McLaughlin were in a very disorganized state and pro-try greatlyn
imnproved of ductive of more loss than gain have for several years past been managed
late. with so much judgment and address that they have been a source of profit
Althoughthey while in very many instances they have been ruinous to the United States
h-ve ruied adventurers who in this quarter entered the lists against us, and the want
trappers. of success that attended their exertions, frustrated many plans that had

been laid both in Boston and St. Louis of wresting f rom the Honble. Com-
pany the advantages they were ceriving from their exertions on this side
of the continent.

Arrival at 12. Resuming the narrative of our voyage. We took our departurc
Fort Vanco'u- from Walla Walla remaining there but a few hours and on the 25th Augustver where 1I
found the arrived at Fort Vancouver where the Intermittent Fever was prevailing as
American usual at this season of the year. Besides C. F. McLaughlin & Douglas and
Antecrvc the other officers and people belonging to the Establishment I here found

expedition. Commodore Wilkes Captain Hudson and other officers of the United States
Discovery. Expedition. Three of the five discovery vessels were in the
river say the Porpoise, Sloop of War the Flying Fish tender and the Oregon
(late Thomas Perkins) store ship.

Loss of the The Peacock sloop of War had been totally lost on the Columbia Bar a
Peacock. few weeks previous to my arrival but the officers and crew were providen-

tially saved ; and the Vincennes Corvette had proceeded from Puget Sound
direct to San Francisco there to await the arrival of Commodore Wilkes with

Expedition the other vessels. The Expedition was preceded by the Schooner Wave
recededby with supplies from the Sandwich Islands. The Wave it will be recollected

with supplies. was the same vessel that had been chartered by the Hon. Company in the
month of November last for the transport of goods to the Sandwich Islands
and had been rechartered from thence by Commodore Wilkes for the trans-
port of the supplies in question to the Columbia.

Proceedings 13. This Expedition was dispatched by the United States Government
& discoveries in 1838 principallv for the purpose of discovery in the Antarctic sea ; in
o the expedi-. that object it had been successful inasmuch as it had on the same day as a

French Expedition fitted out for the like purpose but at a distance of
several hundred miles discovered a continent in Lat : 69° S. but so com-
pletely icebound that nothing more could be known of it than the bare
existence of land of which I beg to send proof in a particle of rock from
this land of small promise taken off an Iceberg. In the course of their
voyage they visited Madeira, Rio Janeiro, Rio Negro, Terra-del-Fuego, New
South Shetland, Valparaiso, Lima discovered some new Islands and sur-
veyed others in the Pacific between the tropics, touched at Port Jackson
from thence proceeded to the newly discovered continent which they traced
1800 miles; they afterwards returned to Port Jackson proceeded to New

Their home- Zealand, resumed their discoveries in the Polynesian region, thence pro-
ward route. ceeded to the Sandwich Islands then to the North West Coast of America,

touching at Puget Sound and the Columbia frorm whence they intended
proceeding to California, thence to the Sandwich Islands thence to the
East Indies and thence home via Cape of Good Hope. While the Expe-
dition was with us they surveyed the coast from Puget Sound to Fraser's
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River made some partial surveys in the Straits of Juan de Fuca and
between Cape Flattery and the mouth of the 'Columbia River; they like-
wise surveyed the Columbia from the Bar to the gascades Portage and the
Willamette up to the Falls ; they moreover made excursions in the Interior
crossing from Puget Sound to Okanagan and visiting Forts Colville & Nez
Percé crossed the Cowlitz Portage and closely examined the country on the
banks of the Willamette forwarding a land party through the Buonaven-
tura valley to San Francisco.

Every civility 14. Every civility and attention were shown to Commodore Wilkes and

shon to the iofficers, and such facilities afforded him for prosecuting the objects of
officers. the Expedition a.s our means would admit; and it is satisfactory to be able
Letter of to say that the Commodorie seemed fully to appreciate the attention shown
thanks from to him and bis officers, as will appear from a letter addressed to C. F. M.
the cmmo- McLoughlin & Douglas, copy of which is herewith forwarded. Both at the

Sandwich Islands and at the Columbia & likewise at Puget Sound the expe-
Supplies to dition received supplies from the Hon. Company's Stores amounting at this
the Expedi-ofr * b

tio*. place to about £3000 and at the Islands to £ for which they paid
by drafts as advised in the 61st paragraph.

Departure 15. Learning that the Beaver steamer was agreeably to previous arrange-
from Vancou- ment in readiness at Puget Sound to convey me to the North West Coastver for the

N.c oast. on a tour of inspection of the posts in that quarter; and on a visit to the
Russian American Company's principal depot of Sitka, I took my departure
from Fort Vancouver (after a stay there of six days) on the 1st September
accompanied by C. F. Douglas, touched at the pastoral establishment on the
Multnomah island ascended the Cowlitz River visited the Puget Sound
Company's tillage Farm at the head of that River, crossed the Cowlitz
Portage to Nisqually, a distance of from. 55 to 60 miles and reached that
establishment on the evening of the 4th.-but as I shall in another part
of this dispatch have to notice the farming operations both of the Hon:
Company and of the Puget Sound Company it is unnecessary here to make
any remarks on that part of the journey.

Start from 16. Starting from Nisqually situated in Lat : 470 S' N. and Long : 122° 2'
Nisqually im W. on the shores of Puget Sound on the 6th September we proceeded
Steamer. Northwards between Vancouver's Island and the mainland passing through

Johnston's Straits, Queen Charlotte's Sound and inside Colvert's island to
Fort McLoughlin, situated on an island near Mill Bank Sound (the position
of which is in Lat: 52° 6' Long : J 32° 6') where we arrived on the 15th
September having of the ten days occupied in getting from Nisqually to
Fort McLoughlin been detained wood cutting, trading with the Quakeolith,
Newettee tribes and wind & fog bound about half the time. This estab-
lishment employing a complement of 12 men besides the officer in charge
collects aboot 1500 beaver & otter besides small furs, the value of the returns
being from £2500 to £3000 the charges amounting to about £1400 and the

Trade of the nett profits to about £1200. It is visited by about 5200 Indians the natives
establish- of seven villages ; the trade extending from Smith's Inlet in Lat: 51° upment. to Hawkesbury island in about Lat: 52° 45'; and interiorly to a range of

mountains that divides that part of the coast from the interior of New
Caledonia. While American opposition existed on the Coast the establish-
ment of Fort McLoughlin might have been necessary for the protection of
the trade, but in another part of this dispatch, I hope to show that this
establishment may now with others be abandoned without either loss or
inconvenience to the business while the saving that would arise from such
abandonment will greatly inerease the present profits of the trade of the
Coast, North of Fraser's River district.-Fort McLoughlin is principally
maintained on country provisions say Fish in great abundance and variety,
venison and potatoes and the natives who were at one time troublesome
comparatively peaceable towards the establishment, more from a feeling



HUDSOY'S BAY COMPANY CORRESPONDENCE.

that they are to a certain extent in our power than from any good disposi-
tion towards us.

Departure 17. We took our departure from Fort McLoughlin on the 16th and passing
from Fort thfrmFort through Princess Royal's & Grenville Canals and Chatham Sound arrived atMXcLaughln. Fort Simpson the foll3wing day. This establishment which is the most im-

portant on the Coast is situated in about Lat 510 34' Long: 130° 38' near
Dundas Island and close upon the Southern Russian Boundary. It is
visited by a great many Indians occupying the Islands and continental
shores to a considerable distance among whom are the inhabitants of five
villages on the mainland; likewise by the natives of Queen Charlotte's
Island, the inhabitants of .Tomgass and by those of Kygarnie one of the
islands forming the Prince of Wales Archipelago (Russian Territory) in all
a population of about 14000 souls. From this will be seen that the range
of its trade is very great and if the existing arrangement with our Russian
neighbours had not been entered into, opposition prices wouId have drawn
to Fort Simpson a considerable portion of the furs now collected at Stikine.

The returns. The present returns are from 3000 to 4000 Beaver and otter, about 50 sea
otter and a large quantity of small furs, the gross amount being about
£60.00 of which about £3000 forms the amount of charges so that the nett
revenue arising from this post may be estimated at £3000 pr. annm. The
establishment was in the first instance placed at the outlet of Nass River
but the situation being found inconvenient for shipping, it was removed to
its present site which is besides being a good position for watching our own

The fort w Il Northern and the Russian Southern f rontier well adapted for opposing
situated. both the Russians and the Americans should such at any time hereafter

become necessary.
There is a complement of two officers and 18 servants at this post, where

the means of living are abundant, consisting principally of Fish, venison, and
potatoes and a large body of Chimsseans have seated themselves down in
the neighbourhood as the home guè.rds of the Fort. In any point of view
this is a valuable and important establishment and ought by all means to be
maintained as the depot of the Coast while we have anything to do with its
affairs.

Departure 18. LeavingFort Simpson on the 18th we immediately entered within the
froin Fort Russian Southern Boundary and passing through Canal de Reveilla
Simpson. and Clarence Straits arrived at Stikine on the 20th.

This establishment of which we obtained possession on the lst June last
year (1840) under the arrangement of 6th Feby 1839 is situated on the
North end of the Duke of York's island near Point Highfield 4 to 5 miles
South of the Outlet of the Stikine or Pelly's River in Lat: 560 33' Long
1320 14' and was in the first instance formed here by the Russian American
Company in 1833 with the view of protecting their trade which they had
every reason to suppose would be endangered by the establishment which
the Hon. Company then contemplated forming within the British territory
up the Stikine River.

Indians who The post is frequented by Secatquonay who occupy the country about the
frequent the mouth of the river and the islands contiguous to and running parallel to thatestablish-
ment. part of the coast. It is likewise frequented by the natives of three villages

situated on islands, to the trade of which we do not consider that we have
any claim under the existing agreement. Nearly all the furs collected as
this poEt, which are appropriated by us are brought from the British

The returns. interior territory amounting to about 1500 Beaver & otter, besides small
furs estimated at about £3000 of which £1500 forms an item of charge so
that the nett profits of the post are about £1500 pr. annum. The furs
appropriated by us are principally traded by the Secatquonays from the
Niharnies and other Indians of the Interior some of whom have been teen
at the Establishment in the McKenzie River. The Secatquonays meet
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those Indians for the purpose of barter about 150 miles distant from the
Coast, where the Niharnies have a villiage about 60 miles distant from
Dease's Lake which place they visited in 1838-9. Nearly all the furs col-
lected at Stikine are obtained from the Niharnies at that village which is a
great fishing rendezvous and is during the fishing season visited by all the
Indians of the neighbourhood. The complement of people at this establish-
ment is 2 officers and 18 men, which notwithstanding the good disposition
shown by the Indians cannot with safety be reduced. The post is main-
tained by fish and venison which are procured in. great abundance from
the natives at a very cheap rate.

LeaveStikine. 19. We remained at Stikine but a few hours taking ourdeparture thence
on the afternoon of the 20th and passing through Wrangell's Straits and
Prince Frederick's Sound arrived at Tacow on the 22nd. This establish-
ment is situated in Lat: 58° 4' Long 133° 45' and was intended to have
been placed at the mouth of the Tacow River but no favorable situation
having been found for an establishment there, it was erected on its present
site on the mainland between two rivers: the Sitko and Tacow, about 15
miles distant from each. It is frequented by a great many Indians occupy-
ing the continental shore, both to the Northward and Southward, likewise
by some of the Islanders; in all from 4000 to 5000 souls are more or less

The returns. dependent upon this establishment for their supplies. The returns of the
past outfit were about 1400 Beaver and Otter besides small furs yielding. a
profit of about £1000 but from the growing industry of the Indians to the
Northward arising from their being more regularly supplied with goods than
heretofore it is expected that the returns will next year amount to about
1800 to 2000 Beaver and Otter.

The Fort The establishment is surrounded by a village containing from 300 to 400
surrounded by Indians who have recently shown a disposition to be troublesome, morean Indiany
village. from a jealousy of the encouragement afforded by us to other tribes than

f rom any hostile feeling towards ourselves, on the contrary they likewise all
the Indians in the neighbourhood of the different establishments are very
much pleased to have us settled among them, as our presence affords them
protection to a certain degree from their enemies while they benefit in many
other respects by our intercourse with them. The complement of people at
this establishment is 2 officers and 22 men. It is principally maintained
on venison, got here as at the other establishments on the Coast at so cheap
a rate f rom the natives that we absolutely make a profit on our consumption
of provisions, the skin of the animal selling for much more than is paid for
the whole carcase. Nearly all the returns collected at this establishment
are brought from the British territory inland of the Russian line of demar-
cation running parallel with the coast, and traded by the coast Indians
from those inhabiting the interior country very few being hunted by them-
selves.

Furs traded 20. Both at Tacow and Stikine, likewise atFort Simpson some sea otter and
St k° T t, land furs have been collected which the Russian Anerican. Company think
Simpson. they have a claim to under the provision of the agreement of 6th Feby

1839, and as the article is not quite distinct an equitable adjustment of the
matter bas made with Govr. Etoline which has removed all difficulty on
the subject. By that arrangesent it bas been agreed that the Russian
American Company shail give up to the ludson's Bay Company at cost
prices all continental furs taken by them to the southward of Cross Sound,
and that the Hudson's Bay Company shall in like manner give up to the
Russian American Company at cost prices all brought by Indians belong-
ing to the Russian Islands-and there being a question as to whether cer-
tain Indians the Hoonaquonays of Cross Sound reside principally on the
continental shores or the islands it has been agreed that any sea Otters
traded by the Hudson's Bay Company from them shall be exchanged with



HUDSON'S BAY COMIPANY CORRESPONDENCE.

the Russian American Company for Beaver after the rate of 9j full sized
Beaver for one full sized sea Otter skin. Under the strict letter of the agree.
ment I am not clear that we could claim these skins but Governor Etoline
acceded to the arrangement already mentioned in consideration of the
Russian American Company benefitting by the trade of the Indians of the
Alsache River which empties itself into Port Francois about 40 to 50
miles North of Cape Spencer under the impression that those Indians make
their hunts to the S.E. of a supposed line drawn from Cape Spencer to
Mount Fairweater, whereby those hunts would belong to the Hudson's
Bay Company by the agreement of Feby 1839.

It was com- 21. When the arrangement by which we became possessed of the Russian
templated to territory to the Northward of Lat: 54° was first entered into, it was in con-forin a chain
of posts along templation to form a chain of posts along the Coast up to the outlet of Cross
the coasts Sound and from those establishments to form outposts in the interior, under
wýith outposts
in the an impression that the country between the coast and the Rocky Mountains
Interior. was of much greater extent, more numerously inhabited and more valuable

than we have since ascertained it to be. There are only two streams of any
magnitude falling into the ocean between the Russian Southern Boundary
and Cape Spencer, those are the Stikine and Tacow Rivers; the former
being navigable in seasons of high water for about 40 to 50 miles by the
steam vessel and afterwards by canoes, and the latter by small craft only.

Range of There is a range of mountains running along the coast extending inland
mountains about 60 miles beyond which there is a district of level country partially
the coast. wooded but as there are few lakes in the interior it is difficult of. settlement

except in a direct line between the great chain of Rocky Mountains and
the coast ; and as the coast Indians are in constant communication with
those of the Interior it is not supposed that the presence of establishments
would tend materially to increase the quantity of Furs at present collected;
so that all idea of occupying the interior country with posts during the
existence of the present arrangement with the Russians is now abandoned.
I have little doubt that our Russian neighbours will be glad to prolong the
arrangement beyond the expiration of the ten years, as independent of other
considerations it would be a means of avoiding competition in trade with
the Hon: Company which they are well aware would be highly injurious to
them but should they alter their present view of the subject and object to
the extension of the arrangement beyond the year 1850 it will in that case
be advisable to establish three posts in the Interior say one frQm 40 to 50
miles up the Stikine River another on the banks of a river falling into the
head of Lynn's Canal where we should be well received by the Chilcat
nation; and a third on the banks of a Lake situated inland from Admiralty
or Behrings Inlet near the Northern British Boundary at Mount St. Elias
where our presence and high opposition prices would greatly disturb the
Russian trade as far North as Cook's Inlet. Such a measure however I hope
will not be necessary. as the Russian American Company must be well
aware that the benefit by the good feeling arising frorn the existing arrange-
ment whereas a discontinuation thereof would bring us in collision with
them by which their interests would be greatly affected.

The trade of 22. The trade of the North West coast which need not under any circums-
the North tances be ever estimated at more than 10,000 Beaver & Otters besides smallWest Coast. furs is understood to be that of the coast and islands extending Northwards
Fort Simpson from Point Mudge which is situated inside of Vancouver's island in about
the Depot. Lat: 50 0-Fort Simpson being the most central point and principal establish-

ment upon that coast is considered the depot of the district although the
outfits for the different posts have heretofore been made up at Vancouver
& conveyed direct to the establishments which together with the transport
to Sitka has this year been the principal employment of the barque Columbia,
the Schooner Cadboro and the Beaver steam vessel.
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The trade of 23. The trade of the Coast cannot with any hope of making it a profitable
the Coat t- business afford the maintenance of so many establishments as are nownct afford to
maintain so occupied for its protection together with the shipping required for its trans-
mlanY pOts. port nor does it appear to me that such is necessary as I am of.opinion

that the establishments of Fort McLoughlin, Stikine & Tacow might be
abandoned without any injury to the trade and that the establishment of
Fort Simpson alone with the Beaver steamer will answer every necessary
and useful purpose, in watching and collecting the trade of the whole of
that line of coast the transport of supplies and returns to be accomplished
in one trip of a sailing vessel from Fort Vancouver to Fort Simpson. Under
this arrangement the steamer would be constantly employed in visiting the
principal trading stations between the Quakeolth village in about Lat: 50°
30' to the Northward of Johnston's Straits and Cape Spencer the Northern
entrance of Cross Sound. These stations she could visit at stated periods
six times a year which would be sufficiently often for the purpose of col-
lecting the trade and of supplying the Indians and would be more convenient
to the natives generally than the permanent trading. establishments now
occupied which many of the more remote Indians are unable to visit in
sone instances on account of the distance and in others from an apprehen-
sion of difficulty with the home-guards at the diffèrent posts who look upon
such visits with much jealousy desirous as they are of having the trade
entirely in their own hands by acting as middlemen between the Fort and
those distant tribes, in order that they may have the benefit of an agency
by the transaction. indeed I am of the opinion that when once the steam
vessel comes into regular operation so as to visit the different trading
stations at stated periods the returns of the coast will materially increase
as it will render our intercourse much more frequent with the natives than
it would otherwise be, and thereby bring our suppliés into more general
use among them than they now are, and consequently stimulating thern to
industry.

Prineipal ob- 24. The. principal cje tion to this extended alteration in the arrangements

i tl' of the coast trade is the .ssibility of another attempt being made to dis-
possibility of turb it by American opposition: of that however I have no apprehension
Arerican as it is perfectly ascertained that the late adventurers upon the Coast have
Opposition. lost money by their attempts upon the trade, and as they cannot afford a

sacrifice of means in what they must know to be a hopeless attempt to dis-
lodge us, I do not think they will ever interfere with us again in this
quarter. But even should they be disposed to make the experiment it
could only be on the line of coast to the Southward of Lat: 54, which is
open to them pending the adjustment pf the Boundary question between
Great Britain and the United States, which however the establishment of
Fort Simpson, with the presence of the Beaver steamer, or any other vessel
is sutficient to protect-The country to the Northward of Lat: 540 being
Russian territory is under any circumstances safe from opposition being
protec ed both by treaty and by the Russian American Company. The
trade of that part of the Coast, say the Russian territory will be more
effectually protected by the Beaver steamer from any possible breach of

good faith on the part of our Russian neighbours than by the posts now
occupied : but I have not the least apprehension of any unfair dealing on
the part of our neighbours, on the contrary I feel perfectly satisfied they
will honorably fulfil in spirit and to the letter all their engagements
with us.

The saving 25. The saving that would be effected by this alteration in the mode of
that would be conducting the business of the Coast 'vould amount to upwards of £4000 p.
effected by tthe change annm. besides leaving the shipping disposable for other important services
vould be a portion of the time now occupied in that branch of trade.
about £4,000
per annum.

ii-5
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In the event 26. It mright be urged that in the event of any accident occurring to the
of an acc steam vessel the trade of the Coast to the Southward of the Russian
steamer. Boundary Line would become exposed, but before any opposition could

avail itself of our unprotected condition arising from that cause the accident
might be repaired, or we should be in a situation to supply her place either
by establishing a post or by the presence of a sailing vesse], until another
steamer could be got from England, as in the e vent of the loss of the Beaver
I would strongly recommend (notwithstanding a difference of opinion on
this subject with Gentlemen for whose judgment T have a very high respect)
I consider that another steamer should be provided with as little delay as
possible-My reason for so saying is-that I consider a vessel of that
description peculiarly adapted for the inland navigation between Puget
Sound and Cross Sound, and that the transport business of those inland
seas cannot without the assistance of a steam vessel be done justice to,
while her presence in my opinion has had more eftect in overawing the
natives of the coast and expelling opposition therefrom than any other
means that could have been adopted.

Climate of the 27. The climate of the North West Coast differs very much from that of
North West the country to the Southward of Lat: 49° arising I conceive in additon toCoast. the difference of Latitude, in a great degree from the character of the coun-

try, which north of that point is exceedingly mountainous and the tops of
many of the higher mountains covered with perpetual snows; while
North of Stikine glaciers are to be seen in many of the valleys to the
waterside and floating ice in several of the canais & Straits all the year
round-From our departure from Red River Settlement up to the time of
our arrival at Stikine we had the finest weather that can be well imagined

)eparture but there it became wet and stormy, and at Tacow we were detained in
from Tacow. consequence three days, starting from thence on the 25th, and passing

through Stephen's Passage, Peril and Chatham Straits arrived at Sitka on
the 26th where we were received with everv mark of kindness and atten-
tion by Governor Etoline and the other Russian officers at tha)t establish-
ment.

Sitka. 28. Sitka, or New Archangel situated in Norfolk Sund in Lat: 57°
Long: 136° is the great depot of the Russian American Company from
whence nearly all its outposts and dependencies on the North West Coast
likewise in the Aleutian and Kurile Islands are principally supplied-Here
they have a steam vessel which was originally intended as a protection to
their trade from any attempt that might be made upon it by the Hon:
Company previous to the amicable arrangement that has been entered into;
but being no longer required for that object it is now principally employed
in collecting the trade of the Islands and in towing their sailing vessels out
of and into harbour. She is built upon the plan of an American River
boat and although she cost from £0000 to £6000, is by no means a good

Sailing vessels nor serviceable vessel. They have moreover a small steam tug, with twelve
sailing vessels from 120 up to 350 tons burden, employed in their transport
business in the country; besides a number of smail craft of fron 10 to 50
tons attached to their different hunting and trading establishments. The
large vessels usually winter at Sitka and during that season there is an

Establish- establishment of people at that place of exceeding 400 officers and servants,
ment of people which with families, makes the population of Sitka upwards of 1200 soulsat the depot. .'independent of a numerous Indian village, situated immediately under the

guns of the forts.
Mode of con- 29. The mode of conducting their business differs very much from that which
ducting the we pursue being characterized by a formal routine and display, in humble

imitation of a Government establishment, admitting in my opinion of many
improvements and of curtailments or reductions which of themselves would
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produce a very considerable gain in tbe shape of savings. Their entire
collections both on the American and A-«*atic shores are about

The Returns. 1000 sea otters
13000 Fur seals
12000 Beaver

5000 Land Otters of which 2000 are the rent paid by the
Hudson's Bay Coy for the Russian territory held by them
Small furs

10000 sea Horse Teeth.
Tariff. Their tariff of trade is very nearly the same as ours but notwithstanding

the terms of the convention between Great Britain and Russia of Feby
1825 I find that a considerable quantity of spirituous liquors is disposed of
by them to Indians in barter for both furs and provisions. We have dis-
continued the use of that article upon the Coast as a medium of barter
except in the immediate vicinity.of Russian establishments ever since the
Americans have withdrawn, and the natives are become so perfectly
reconciled to the privation that in the whole course of my travels this season
where the use of it was discontinued, I only heard one- enquiry respecting
the article of Rum. With a view to the wellbeing of the Indian population
of the coast and to guard as much as possible against even the semblance of
competition I suggested tc Governor Etoline that the use of spirituous
liquors should be discontinued by both parties on a date that may hereafter
be agreed upon previous to the 31st December 1843, and I have much satis-
faction in saying that he readily assented to this arrangement.

Al the Rus- 30. Al the furs collected by our Russian neighbours are sent to Ochotsk
sian furs sent where they are made up for the Russian and Chinese markets. The article

of sea horse teeth cannot bear the charge of inland transport they therefore
retain the collections of that article until opportunities cast up every third
or fourth year of sending them by sea to St Petersburg and as so large
a quantity, imported at one time naturally gluts the Russian market, they
are willing either to enter into a contract with the Hon: Company for the
sale of half their annual collections at a price that may be agreed upon or
to send that quantity by our annual ship for England on freight as a con-
sigument to be disposed of by the Company on their account and with that
view about half a ton is now forwarded as a specimen of the quality of the
ivoiry. I could not learn that the hides of those animals have ever been
sent to market: they are very thick and heavy and might I think be applied
to some useful purpose in England. A few of them are therefore sent by
the barque Columbia on account of the Russian American Company and if
they clear anything beyond the cost of transport and charges they will for-
ward on freight for sale in England by the Company's annual ship from
5000 to 6000.

Negotiations 31. Governor Etoline informed me that there was a negotiation at present
respecting the in progress between the Russian American Company and the Imperial

Kaxschatka. Government with a view to placing the Civil Government of Kamschatka
in the hands of the Company and of affording them the exclusive right of
the importation and sale of foreign produce and manufactures to the inhabi-
tants, likewise the exclusive right of trading and hunting furs on the coast
& in the interior of that Province. Should that arrangement take effect of
which Govr. Etoline did not entertain the smallest doubt, he said in that
case a further quantity of grain say about 10,000 Bushels Wheat would be
required from the Country with the annual cargo of British produce and
manufactures from England equal to 400 tons, 200 of which would be
required for Sitka and the other 200 for Kamschatka; and that whether the
arrangement with respect to Kamschatka be carried into effect or not they
will require by the Company's annual ship about 200 tons British produce
and manufactures from and after the shipment of 1842.
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The Governor expressed himself as highly satisfied with the Otter skins
that had been received by them from the Company in fulfilment of the
contract of sale entered into, likewise with the wheat and other agricul-
tural produce that had been delivered under the same contract, for which
payment bad been duly made by his Bills on St. Petersburg transmitted:
so that I am in hopes our present dealings with our Russian neighbours
from which the country derive important advantages, are but an earnest of
future and more extended business operations, and as I hope to see Govr.
Etoline again on my way to Siberia, and Baron Wrangell and the Board of
Directors of the Russian American Company as I pass through St. Peters-
burg it is more than probable that further extended business transactions
may be determined upon previous to my return to England.

The R. . Mo. 32. The Russian American Company have not yet abandoned theirhave not yet establishment of Bodega in California being unable to effect a sale of theirabandoned 
zBodega. buildings and stock; that stock consists principally of sheep, cattle, horses,

Agricultural implements, &c all of which bas for some time past been
offered for sale at the round sum of 30,000 dollars. Govr. Etoline however
foreseeing the difficulty of obtaining payment should a sale be effected to
any of the people in California said he should feel disposed to accept a
much lower price from the Hudson's Bay Company and i have no doubt
that the whole might be purchased at from 15000 to 20,OCO dollars. The
Russian American Company aGmit that they have no title to the soil
beyond that which they have acquired by occupation; this the Mexican
Governmnent does not recognize but they cannot dislodge them, the Russian
force there having usually been 150 men, although now that they are about
to withdraw it is reduced to 50. Bodega is not well situated for trade nor
is the country well adapted for Agriculture; and as any title the Rus.n*u
American Company could give us would be of no avail unless backed *y a
force of 80 to 100 men I do not see that any good object can be gained by
making the purchase on any terms. Under these circumstances I made
him no offer nor did I encourage the hope of our becoming purchasers.

Departure 33. After passing 4 days at Sitka where we experienced the utmost
from Sitka. kindness & hospitality we took our departure on the 31st September,

retracing our steps along the coast and again calling at Stikine, Fort Simp-
son, & Fort McLaughlin. In coming througb Johnston's Straith we were
suddenly enveloped in a dense fog in a part of the Straits not exceeding
two miles in breadth where there was a tide way of 12 to 14 knots an hour
of which we were the sport for 13 hours: during this time the vessel was
quite unmanageable as we could not see the land, lost the best bower Anchor,
disabled the small bower and were unable from the strength of the current
to take soundings with two deep sea leadlines fastened together in places
where at the slack of the tide we afterwards ascertained the depth of water
was from 25 to 30 fathoms. In the course of those 13 hours the current
hustled ,he vessel up and down the Straits with incredible speed but
fortunately there was an offset from the land which kept her in deep water
until the fog dispersed, when the steam was got up, and enabled us to escape
from this extraordinary tideway without any other loss than the Anchor
in question, as the injury done to the other has since been repaired.

Intended to 34. It was my intention to have gone into Fraser's River with a view of
Fa e at vistn F gley but being uncertain whether the ship by which I was

to proceed to the Sandwich Islands might not be waiting for me and being
unwilling to detain her I proceeded direct to Puget Sound intending to
visit Fort Langley on my return to Sitka next Spring. Fort Langley is
situated in Lat: 49° 6', Long: 122° 47', and is intended to collect the trade
of the numerous tribes inhabiting the mainland coast and East Coast of
Vancouver's Island from Lat: 48° to Point Mudge in Lat: 50°, and from
Long: 121° .50' to Long: 124°. The complement of people at this place is
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an officer and 17 men the returns in furs amounting to about £2500, and
in salted salmon for market, say about 400 barrels to about £800, the pro-
fits on the post being about £1600 pr. annum. The establishment was
destroyed by fire about 18 months ago, but has since then been rebuilt on
a larger scale. There is an excellent farm in the immediate neighbourhood
the produce of which with fish and venison maintains the establishment,
and assists in provisioning some of the others on the coast. This has for a
length of time been a very well regulated post but as the country has been
closely wrought for many years the returns in furs are gradually falling off
but the increasing marketable produce of the Fisheries makes up for that
deficiency.

Returnvoyage 35. On our way back to Fort Vancouver where we arrived on the 22nd
to Vancouver. Octr. our voyage to & from Sitka and the other establishments already

mentioned, having occupied 52 days, I had another opportunity of visiting
the establishments of Nisqually and the Cowlitz Farm the former of which
may be said principally to be occupied & the latter entirely so with the
affairs of the Puget Sound Company. The fur trade of Nisqually extends
along the coast & Interior Country to Cape Flattery, likéwise to the shores
of Puget Sound & North as far as the Northern end of Whidbey's Island,
the returns amounting to about £1500, the profits on which is about £700
p. annm. The complement of people chargeable to the Fur Trade is an
officer and 6 men with 4 shepherds and herdsmen, besides the occasional
services of Indians chargeable to the Puget Sound Company.
(36 to 67 paragraphs follow)

I have the honour to be, with much respect,
Honble Sirs,

Your mo: obedt. humble servt,
GEO. SIMPSON

AGREEMENT

Charter Book, entered into with the Russian American Company in reference to the mode
PP. 42. of carrying on the trade on the North West Coast.

With a view effectually to guard against the injurious consequences that
might arise from the use of Spirituous liquors in the Indian trade of the
North West Coast it is hereby agreed by Sir George Simpson Governor in
Chief of Ruperts Land, acting in behalf of the Honourable Hudson's Bay
Company and His Excellency Adolphus Etoline, Captain in the Imperial
Navy and Governor of the Russian Colonies on the North West Coast of
Aierica acting on behalf of the Russian American Company-

That-no spirituous liquors shall be sold or given to Indians in barter,
as presents or on any pretence or considerations whatever by the officers or
servants, belonging or attached to any of the establishments or vessels
belonging to either concern, or by any other person or persons acting on
their behalf on any part of the North West Coast of America to the North-
ward of Latitude 50°, unless competition in trade should render it necessary
with a view to the protection of the interests of the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany to discontinue this agreement in so far as the same relates to, or is
applicable to that part of the Coast, to the Southward of Latitude 54° 40'.
This agreement to have effect from the date hereof at New Archangel or
wherever else the Russian American Company have dealings with Indians
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on the North West Coast, and from receipt of a copy thereof at the estab-
lishments of Takoi, Stikine, Fort Simpson and Fort McLoughlin.

Given under our hands and seals at New Archangel this 13th May 1842
(signed) GEO. SIMPSON (LS.)
(signed) A ETOLINE (L.S.)

Hudson Bay No. 53, 1842.
VoL 1562.

Minutes of a Temporary Council held at Norway House Northern
Department of Ruperts Land which commenced on the 28th day of June
One thousand Eight Hundred and forty two for the purpose of establishing
such Rules & Regulations as may be considered expedient for conducting
the business of said Department and in order to investigate the Trade of
last year conformably to the provisions of a Deed Pole under the seal of the
Governor and Company of Adventurers of England trading into Hudson's
Bay bearing date the sixth day of June one thousand eight hundred and
thirty four, at which the following members were present, vizt.:

Duncan Finlayson, C. F. President.
Roderick M1cKenzie "
Donald Ross
J. E. Harriott
William Todd
Geo. Gladman

Resolved 1st...................... ............................

67th. That in accordance with the 23rd par: of Govr. Sir George Simp-
son's Despatch to the Governor and Committee dated Fort Vancouver 25th
Novr. 1841, Chief Factor McLoughlin take the necessary steps for abandon-
ing the Posts of Fort McLoughlin & Takoo Summer 1843 and the Post of
Stikine, Summer 1844, and for fitting the Beaver Steamer to secure the
Trade usually collected at these abandoned Establishments.

It being considered in many points of view expedient to form a Depot
on the Southern end of Vancouver Island.

68th. That an eligible site for such a Depot be selected and that
measures be adopted for forming this Establishment with the least possible
delay. -

69th. That C. F. Ross be directed to take the necessary steps to provide
and forward 3000 prime Otters and 150 prime Fishers by the Columbia
Brigade this season for the purpose of meeting our contract with the
Russian American Fur Company and that C. F. Harriott and Mr. Ander-
son be particularly enjoined to take most watchful care of those skins from
soil or damage of any kind during the voyage.

70th. That: C. F. Ross be further directed to concert measures with the
Gentlemen in the Southern Departments to procure from the Albany
District the requisite number of Otters to complete the contract with the
Russian American Fur Company deliverable at Fort Alexander not later
than the lth June, 1843.

71th. That : C. T. Hargrave take measures to get conveyed to York
Factory next Spring all the prime Otters procured at Severn during the
current Outfit for the purpose of being sent to the Columbia by the
Saskatchewan.
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72nd. That: An allowance of £100 be made to Mr. John McAllanin aid
of the Boarding Schools under his management for the current Outfit.

73rd. That : an allowance of £100 be made to Dr. Gunn for medical
attendance at the Company's Establishment at Red River and on the
retired servants who cannot afford to pay for such as well as on other pau-
per settlers for the current outfit.

74th. That: the usual contribution of £100 pr. annum towards main-
taining the police Establishment of Red River be continued.

75th. That an allowance of £100 be made to the Catholic Mission of
Red River Settlement with the usual supplies of Tea, Sugar, &e for the
current Outfit.

76th. That: an allowance of £100 be made to the Catholic Mission
under the Superintendance of the Revd. Mr. Blanchette in the Columbia
District, for the Current Outfit.

77th. That: Wm. McKay P. M. be furnished with 3 or 4 Indians and
the necessary implements for the improvement during the Summer of the
Portage & River communication between York Factory and Norway House.

78th. That throughout the Country none but Spring Rats Shall hereafter
be traded and that 10 such Rats be considered equal to a made Beaver
at all the Districts and posts in the Northern Department. In compliance
with the 30th parah. of the Govr and Committees despatch of the 30th
March 1842, regulating the exportation of Musquash from the Bay by the
Ship of this Season it is, Resolved

79th. That: no more than about 500,000 Musquash be shipped for
Europe this Autumn estimated as follows, say, Southern Department
Returns, Outfits 1839 & 1840 equal to 183000, and those of 1841 supposed
to amount to 90000 likewise the Mackenzie's River Musquash of Outfit
1841 about 30,000 & 234,000 of the Northern Department Returns of Out-
fit 1839 & 1840, now in store at York Factory.

80th. That; no small or damaged Musquash be shipped for Europe this
Season as such only swell up the Returns cause expense-for Insurance and
other charges ar'd in the end realize little or nothing in the English market.

81st. That: the usual Winter Packet between Moose & York factory be
discontinued and that the papers necessary for settling the annual accounts
between the Northern and Southern Departments be forwarded from York
in sufficient time to reach Fort Garry before the despatch of the Red River
Winter Packet for Sault St: Mary's about 20th Jany the said papers to be
left at Michipicoton and thence to be forwarded to Moose by the first con-
'venient opportunity. That-the papers from Moose be sent by the usual
Winter Packet to Michipicoton and thence to York by the Montreal Spring
Express Canoe.

82nd. That: the Gentleman in charge of Lake Superior District be
instructed to forward a packet from Sault St. Mary's to Red River on the 1st
Feby. with all letters and papers for the Gentlemen on the communication
to, and in the Northern Department that may be collected at the Sault or
elsewhere within his charge previous to that date, and that no other Ex-
press be forwarded unless rendered necessary by very important business.

83rd. That a packet for England be sent from Red River on the 1st
November via: St Peters if anything particular occurs, and that a duplicate
despatch together with any subsequent information that may be considered
worthy of notice be forwarded to Lac la Pluie on the 2Oth Jany.

84th. That: the amount of Requisition for Shipment from England 1843
do not exceed £17500 say 13000 for the Northern Department and 4500
for Red River settlement.
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85th. That the following servants be engaged for the Northern Depart-
ment.

From Europe on 5years Contracts-

2 Blacksmiths @ fi £ 25 @ £30 p. ann:
3 Boatbuilders @ 25 @ 30 do
2 Coopers @ 25 @ 30 do

23 labourers @ 16c@ 17 do

30
From Canada on 3 years' Contracts-

20 Labourers at Prix du Poste.
From Red River on 3 years Contracts

20 Labourers at Prix du Poste.

86th. That a«commissioned gentleman's allowance be forwarded from York
Factory to each of the undermentioned Wesleyan M31issionaries vizt.

Mr. Evans Norway House
Mr. Mason Lac la Pluie
Mr. Rundell Edmonton.

87th. That the following Clerks and Postmasters be engaged for the
term and at the Salaries affixe to their naines respectively vizt.

Henry Maxwell Clerk 3 years at £60-fm lst Jure 1841
Alexr. Christie do 3 do £75 do 1842
Samuel McKenzie, P. Master 3 years at £30 . do 1842
Wm. Hardesty Appce. do £20
Jas. Pruden do 5 £20
Robert Campbell, Clerk, salary to be increased to £100 per ann:

from 1st June 1841 to June 1843.

88th. That : the following clerks be permitted to retire from the service
this season vizt.

Andrew McPherson
William Threw
Charles Brisbois
John Finlayson

The impoverished state of the Country in the Article of Beaver is increas-
ing to such an alarming extent that it becomes necessary to take effectual
measures for providing an immediate remedy to that end it is,

Resolved 89th That: the Gentlemen in charge of districts and Posts be
strictly enjoined to discourage the hunting of Beaver by every means i
their power, and that no more than one half the number collected Outfit
1839 be traded during the Current and two ensuing Outfits at the under-
mentioned Districts and Posts Vizt.
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NORTHERN DEPARTMENT.

Athabasca .............. Fort Chipewyan
Dunvegan
Vermillion
Great S. Lake

McKenzie's River....... Fort Simpson
Riviere au Liards
Fort Good Hope
Fort Norman

English River........... Isle a la Crosse
Green Lake
Deer's Lake
Rapid River

Saskatchewan ........... Jaspers House
Lesser Slave Lake
Cumberland
Moose Lake

Swan River.. .... .... ... Shoal River
Norway *House.... ..... Norway House

Nelson River
York Factory. . . . ..... York Factory

Churchill
Severn
Oxford House
Island Lake

SOUTHERN DEPARTMENT.
Albany ................. Albany Factory

Martens Falls
Osnaburg
Lac Seul

Moose, ........... ...... Moose Factory
Ruperts River...........Ruperts House

Big River.
And as a further remedy for the evil if it be found that Gentlemen dis-

regard this instruction as they have done many others issued from time to
time for the same object it is,

Resolved 90th That : the Governor and Committee be respectfully advised
to give notice of retirement from the Service of such gentlemen as may not
give effect to the spirit and letter of the Resolution now passed for the pre-
servation of Beaver.

In order to encourage the Indians to greater exertions in hunting other
furs, and that they may not suffer any privation in consequence of thé
proposed restrictions, it is-

Resolved 91st.-That all Indians at Posts where the restriction exists &
who do not kill Beaver be paid in goods the value of 10 skins or made
Beaver for every 9 skins in small furs they trade in course of the year.

92nd.-That: Gentlemen in charge of Districts be directed to furnish
next season for the information of the Govr. & Council comparative state-
ments of the number of Beaver procured at each Post in their respective
Districts for Outfit 1839, 1841, and 1842

93rd.-That dressed Leather, Robes and Parchment be supplied the
Southern Department as follows to be packed and Invoiced separately at
York Factory and shipped for England vizt.

30. Buffalo Robes @
1200 large dressed moose skins @¾
300 do parcht. do do @Z¾
800 do do rein deer skins @ 2

ii-6
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94th.-That Resolutions 88, 91, 92, 95, 98, 99, & 102 of Council
June 1837 and Resolutions 71, 73, 74, 78, 81,. 82, 83, 86, 87, 93, 94, 95,
97, 99 & 100 of Council June 1841 be considered in force for the Current
Outfit.

In accordance with the Govr. and Committees instructions to render
every assistance towards increasing the collection of Mammalia in the
British Museum and promoting the Science of Zoology generally it is,

Resolved 95th.-That the Gentlemen in charge of Districts and Posts be
requested to collect the skins of such of the animals as are mentioned in the
accompanying letter from Mr. Grey as may be found within the limits of
their respective Districts, and that such specimens be forwarded to the
Governor and Committee by the annual Ship to England.

96th.-That the Council do now adjourn.
Signed Duncan Finlayson C. Factor President

do Rodk McKenzie do
do Donald Ross do
do J. E. Harriott C. Trader
do William Todd do
do Geo: Gladman do.

Hudson's Bay LoNDoN, 5th January, 1843.
Vol 1633. Hu»soN's BAY HOUSE.

To
The Governor, Depy. Govr.

and Committee of the
Hon: Hudson's Bay Company.

Ph. 12. " Mr. McLoughlin in speaking of my letter to him from Tacow
respecting the abandonment of that place, does not seem to have been
aware, that by the Agreement of May 1842 with the Russian American
Company all land furs of every description whether taken on the coast or
Islands to the Southward of Cape Spencer, were to be made over to the
Hudson's Bay Company from and after the 1 st June last which removes all
apprehension as to the Indians of that establishment taking their furs to
the Russian Settlements on the abandonment of the post :-and in saying
that it is determined to abandon Stikine and Tako that Gentleman seems
to have overlooked that part of my letter to him dated Honolulu 1 March
1842 in which I say " that the post of Stikine may be continued during
the year 1843," likewise that part of my letter dated Sitka 18 May 1842
in which I say " you will therefore be pleased to take the necessary steps
to abandon those posts (Tako and Fort McLoughlin) in the course of the
Summer of 1843 but the post of Stikine under proper management may I
understand be maintained with advantage"; my object being as your
Honors are aware by other correspondence, to have that post removed in
due time to the British territory inland on the banks of the Stikine River
to which end I obtained while passing through St. Petersbiirg a letter of
authority from the Russian American Company to abandon the post of
Stikine at some future period, whenever the Hon: Company might feel so
disposed.
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13. I am exceedingly sorry to be under the necessity of occupying so
much of your Honor's valuable time with my observations upon C. F.
McLoughlin's letter, but it seemed to me to have required the comments I
have very reluctantly been under the necessity of making upon it.

With much respect
I have the honor to be,

Honble. Sirs,
Yr. mo: obedt. hmble servt.,

GEO. SIMPSON.

RED RIVEE SETTLEMENT,
18thJune 1846.

The Governor Deputy Governor
& Committee of the

Hon: Hudson's Bay Company
London.

HONBLE. SIRS,-

The turbulent Indians frequenting Fort Simpson have likewise been more
quarrelsome than usual which has to some extent affected the trade; I am
happy to say however, it shows nevertheless an improvement of about
£700-owing to an increase in martens and other small furs which were
last year numerous in that part of the country, the natives having been
more peaceful & have exerted themselves in hunting & the result has been
an increase in the trade of beaver and martens, the post showing a profit
on the transactions of the year of about £1600... ...............

" The steamer Beaver was more usefully & actively employed during last
season than she has been at any former period in collecting the trade of
Tacow and Millbank (formerly occupied by heavy permanent establish-
ments) in which she has been very successful, her returns showing an
increase of about £2000 over those of the preceding year..............

I have the honor to be,
Honorable Sirs,

Your most obedt. servant,

G. SIMPSON.
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Charter Book. AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE HIUDSON'S BAY COMPANY &
pp. e31. THE RUSSIAN AMERICAN COMPANY RENEWING (WITH[

CERTAIN MODIFICATIONS) THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE TWO COMPANIES ON THE 6Ta FEBRUARY 1839.

The Directors of the Russian American Company of St. Petersburgh and
the Governor Depty. Governor and Committee of the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany of London being desirous to continue the friedly relations between
both the Companies by the renewal of the Agreement concluded in the year
1839, grounded on the reciprocal conveniences and advantage have affirmed
by their signature the following articles.

Article lst.-It is agreed that the Russian American Company, having
the sanction of the Russian Government to that effect, shall cede or lease
to the Hudson's Bay Company for a term of nine years, commencing from
the first of June one thousand eight hundred and fifty for commercial pur-
poses the Coast (exclusive of Islands) and the Interior Country belonging
to the dominions of His Majesty the Emperor of Russia situated between
·Cape Spencer forming the North West headland of the entrance of Cross
Sound and latitude 54° 40' or thereabout say the whole mainland coast and
interior country belonging to Russia together with free navigation and
trade of the waters of that coast and interior country situated to the South-
ward and Eastward of a supposed line to be drawn from the said Cape
Spencer to Mount Fair.weather with the sole and entire trade or commerce
thereof. And that the Russian Americam Company shall leave the
redoubt belonging to her in that Coast to the disposal of the Hudson's Bay
Company and shall not form any station or trading establishment during
the said term of nine years; nor send their officers, servants, vessels, or
craft of any description for the purposes of trade into any of the Bays, Inlets,
Estuaries, Rivers or Lakes in the line of Coast and in that Interior Coun-
trv, and shall not have any communication for the purposes of trade with
any of the tribes of Indians occupying or inhabiting that Coast or Interior
Country. And shall not receive in trade, barter or otherwise any of the furs,
peltries or produce whatsoever of the mainland coast or interior country
already described. And shall in good faith and in spirit and to the letter
relinquish in favor of and cede and assign to the Hudson's Bay Company the
entire trade and commerce of the said Coast and country and by every means
in their powers protect the Hudson's Bay Company from ail interference, en-
croachement or competition in trade on the part of other Russian American
subjects, strangers and foreigners whatsoever, during the said term of nine
years aseffectuallyas if the said coast andinterior country had not been ceded
and had been virtually occupied by themselves. And that the Russian Ameri-
can Company shall permit and afford facilities to the Hudson's Bay Company
to take and retain possession of the Russian establishments of Point High-
field and the mouth of the Stikine River, and to occupy by the formation
of other stations establishments or otherwise for the purposes of trade such
other parts of the said coast and interior country as they may consider it
desirable so to occupy. And in the event of this agreement not being
renewed after the expiration of the said term of nine years, it is agreed
that the Hudson's Bay Company shall relinquish in favour of the Russian
American Company the said establishment situated at Point Highfield and
any other stations or posts they may in the- meantime form on the Russian
territory already described. And in consideration of such cession and
protection and of the commercial and other advantages the Hudson's Bay
Company may derive from such cession and protection, it is agreed that
the Hudson's Bay Company shall pay or deliver to the Russian American
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Company an annual Rent of Two Thousand seasoned land Otter Skins
(excluding cubs and damaged skins) taken or hunted on the West side of
Rocky Mountains during the said term of nine years; the first payment of
the said rent to be made by the delivery of the said two thousand otter
skins on or before the first of June eighteen hundred and fty one to the
Agents of the Russian American Company on the North West Coast.

Article 2nd.-It is further agreed that the Hudson's Bay Company shall
not trade with the Indians nqr receive in trade or barter nor hunt any furs
or peltries on any other part of the Russian territory on the North West
Coast or Islands than that ceded to them under the provisions of the fore-
going article.

Article rd.-It is furtber agreed that the payment for different. purchases
and services which may happen on both sides must be effected in Bills of
Exchange in St. Petersburg or London after 60 davs of sight.

Article 4th.-It is further agreed that in case of rupture between Great
Britain and Russia all the transactions for the preceding time between the
contracting parties must be fulfilled without contradiction as if their respec-
tive nations were in friendly relations.

Article 5th.-It is further agreed that in case of rupture between Great
Britain and Russia during the existence of this Agreement the Russian
American Company shall guarantee and hold harmless the Hudson's Bay
Company from all loss and damage arising from such hostilities in so far as
to enable the Hudson's Bay Company to evacuate and abandon their posses-
sions or trading stations within the Russion territory quietly and peaceably
and to remove their goods, furs and other property within three months
after receiving information of such hostilities or declaration of War. The
Hudson's Bay Company is obliged in this case to liquidate with the Russian
American Company the payment of the rent of two thousandd Otter Skins
till the Datum on which the information of the rupture will be received on
the spot.

Board of Direction of the
Russian American Company
acting for the President

(Signed> VLADIMIR POLITKOWSKL
Membres signed ADOLPHTJS ETOLINE

cc N. KUSSON
L.S. British Consulate

St. Petersburg
L.S. March 22nd 1849April 3rd

I do hereby certify that the above signatures in the Russian language
are those of Mr. Vladimir Politkowsi, acting for the President and of Mr.
Adolphus Etoline & Mr. N. Kusson, Members of the supreme direction of
the Russian-American Company in this city. In faith whereof I hereunto
affix my signature and seal of Office.

(Signed) EDWD. BAYNES,
Her B'k Majesty's Consul,
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P. o. 811, FOrEIGN OFFICE,
America, March 30th, 1858.1856-63. Draft to

CAPT. HAWKINS,
No. 1.

Feb. 3:1858. SIR,-I transmit to you a commission which the Queen has been graciously
pleased to grant to you under the Royal Sign Manual and Signet, appoint-
ing you H. M's Commissioner for the purpose of ascertaining and marking
out, in conjunction with a Commissioner on the part of the United States
of America, the line of Boundary under the Treaty between Gr. Britain
and the United States of the 15th of June, 1846, from the point where the
Boundary laid down in previously existing Treaties and Conventions termi-
nates to the point at which the 49th parallel of North Latitude strikes the
eastern shore of the Channel which separates the continent from Vancouver's
Island.

F. O. 8I1, FoREIGN OFFIcE,America, March 30th, 1858.1858-63. Dft.
CAPTAIN HAWKINS,

No. 2.

SI,-The Queen having been pleased to appoint you to be Her Majesty's
Commissioner for marking ont so much of the Boundary between Her
Majesty's Possessions in North America and the territories of the United
States as is comprised between the Rocky Mountains and the point where
the 49° Parallel of North Latitude strikes the eastern shore of the r iannel
which separates the continent from Vancouver's Island, I have to instruct
you to proceed with the party placed under your orders by the Contract
Steamner of the 2nd of next month, on board of which I understand passages
have been provided for you, to Colon, and thence by the railway to Panama
where you will find Her Majesty's Ship "I Havannah " waiting to receive
you and carry you to Vancouver's Island. On arriving at Vancouver's
Island you will communicate with Captain Prevost of H.M.S. Satellite who
has been employed as Her Majesty's Commissioner for laying down the
Boundary between the two countries in the Gulf of Georgia and having
done so you will announce your arrival to Mr. Campbell, the Commissioner
of the -United States, and acquaint him that you are ready at once to enter
upon the duties of the Joint Commission.

The Boundary to be run is described in the first article of the Treaty
which I inclose as to be carried along the 49th Parallel of North Latitude,
and no detailed instructions are required for your guidance in so doing.

The first object under other circumstances would naturally be to find the
point on the Eastern shore of the Gulf of Georgia where the 49th paralled
of North Latitude strikes the waters of the Gulf. That point has however
already been determined by Captain Prevost and Mr. Campbell, and all
that you will have to do will be to continue to mark out the line along that
Parallel till it reaches the point "where the boundary laid down in exist-
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ing Treaties and Conventions between Great Britain and the United
States terminates." That point is as you will see by the second article of
the Treaty of October 20, 1818, herewith transmitted to you, the " Stony "
or "Rocky" mountains; and it would seem from the wording of that
article that the point is to he found on the eastern base of those mountains.

It is possible that you will hereafter be required to continue the survey
from that point to the Lake of the Woods. Ber Majesty's Government
have made a proposal to that effect to the Government of the United
States, but whether the proposal is accepted or not you will have in all
probability sufficient work to occupy you for two seasons in surveying the
Boundary under the Treaty of 1846.

I do not think it necessary to lay down any precise rules for your
operations, the main objects are accuracy in ascertaining and keeping to
the parallel and marking out the Boundary either by monuments in the open
country or cuttings through the forests in a manner to prevent any doubts
on the subject being raised hereafter. The American party bas it is
believed been some time engaged in making preparations for moving from
the coast ; and you will therefore be able to avait yourself of their
experience for the equipment and transport of your own party. Captn.
Prevost or the senior officer of Ber Majesty's Naval forces in the neighbour-
hood of Vancouver's Island bas been instructed.by the Board of Admiralty
to facilitate as far as possible the transport of the necessary supplies for
your party to the Depots which you may establish at or near the Coast or
on the Rivers.

Endorsed It is scarcely necessary that I should instruct you to maintain the most
drft. Capet. friendly relations with your American colleague and to enforce the obser-Hawkins No. t
2, F. O., vance of the strictest discipline by all persons under your orders. I will
March 30, not anticipate the possibility of any difference arising between the two
n parties, but it is not unlikely that you may have to encounter opposition

from the uncivilized tribes to be found in the country which you will have
to traverse. In such a contingency you will of course be justified and
bound to protect your own party by every means in your power, and to
co-operate with the American party for your mutual preservation. But
you will understand that Ber Majesty's Government would learn with the
utmost concera that you had been engaged in collision with the native
tribes, and that they are therefore desirous that force should not be
resorted to except in the last extremity and when all means of conciliation
have failed.

M.

F. O.811, Dft. Foreign Office, March 30, 1858.
America,
1858-63. Captain HAWKINs

No. 3.

SIR,-Her Majesty's Government being desirous to take advantage of
your employment in a country, but little, if at all known, to promote the
general interests of science, have attached to your party a naturalist and
geologist, and I have to instruct you to avail yourself of their services as
far as possible.

I inclose observations on zoology and magnetism which the Royal Society
have communicated to me for your use, and Sir William Rooker bas I
believe been in direct communication with you in regard to matters coming
more particularly within his Department.
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You are aware that Mr. Palliser is engaged under the direction of the
Colonial Office in a survey of the Country to the north of the 49th Par-
allel. The period of his employment appears to be uncertain but he will
be directed if possible to make you acquainted with his observations and
at the suggestion of the Geographical Society, I bave requested the Secre-
tary of State for the Colonial Department to direct him to deposis for your
use at Fort Assineboine on the Athebasca River in Latitude 54. 30 in
Longitude 115 W. the records of his observations, which it may be expected
will be useful to you as containing information in regard to the structure
and natural features of the country on a more northern parallel than that
on which you are employed. The same Society have also called my atten-
tion to the expediency of your being directed to ascertain the permanent
natural features of the Country in case the two Governments should ulti-
mately be disposed to reconsider their Treaty engagements and settle their
Boundary with reference to them and not to the parallel of latitude by
which they are now to be marked out. But you will be careful not to
allude in your communications with your American Colleague to any such
possibility as it might lead to much inconvenience to raise a question with
the United States on that point at the present time.

In Col. Office I inclose for your information an Extract of the instructions given to Mr.
of February 6. Palliser by Mr. Secretary Labouchere.

You will from time to time forward to Vancouver's Island for safe cus-
tody and for transmission to England reports of your proceedings and such
specimens as may be collected by your party and you will see that the
latter are carefully packed so as not to be liable to injury on their passage
to England. M.

F. 0..811 Foreign Office,
America, March 31, 1858.1858.63. Dft.

CAPTAIN HAWKINS,
No. 4.

Copy to War SI,-I transmit to you herewith a nominal list of the officers and other
Dept. for List persons placed under your orders. The pay of the whole party and the
& succession. expenses of the surveying operations will under an arrangement made

between this Ofice, the War Department and the Treasury, be issued
through the War Department, to which therefore all accounts are to be
rendered. You will receive instructions on this head from the War
Department.

In the event of your being incapacitated by illness or any other cause
from continuing to act under Her Majesty's Commission, your duties will
devolve until further arrangements can be made from home, on those officers
in the order in which they are placed in the enclosed list, in regular suc-
cession; and the person who may thus be temporarily charged with them
will continue to act upon the instructions which may have been furnished
to you.
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.America, No. 1.
F. O. 811,
1858-63. ESQUIMAULT,

VANCOUVER'S ISLAND,
July 26th, 1858.

MY Lo»,-I have the honour to inform you that the officers and men
attached to the North American Boundary 'Commission arrived at this
place in H.M. Ship "Havannahl" on the afternoon of the 12th inst:
Captain Prevost, R.N., Her Majesty's Commissioner for the settiement of
the Water-Boundary, with whom I was directed by the instructions con-
tained in your letter No. 2 of the 30th March, 1858, to communicate, was
absent at the Fraser River in H.M. Ship " Satellite," together with Ris
Excellency Governor Douglas, on matters connected with the recent gold
discoveries on that River. I also learnt that Mr. Campbell, the U.S.
Commissioner, was at San Francisco, on his return from Washington. [
therefore did not disembark the personnel and stores of the expedition
immediately, but awaited the return of Captain Prevost which occurred on
the 15th inst. upon which 1 iirmediately communicated with him as
directed by your Lord.ship. I had hoped to have disembarked at or to have
proceeded with the Expedition at once to some place on the -mainland
(probably Fort Langley on the Fraser River) where I could establish my
Depot or Head-quarters in more immediate connection with the Astronomi-
cal and other parties to be employed on the Boundary than this place is,
separated a% it is from the Mainland by a considerable space of water.
This however I find would probably not have been at any time advisable,
and in the present state of confusion and disorganization throughout the
district it was quite out of the question. I disembarked the whole of the
expedition on the 17th inst, and took possession of a portion of ground and
a wooden house which in consequence of instructioins from England
Governor Douglas had purchased and erected for our reception. The
house is occupied by the officers and stores, and the men are encamped.
Leaving the party employed in arranging the camp, probably for our winter
quarters as well as for present occupation, and unpacking, &c. the instru-
ments and stores, I proceeded on the 21st inst. in H.M. Ship "Plumper "
accompanied by Captain Haig, R.A., the senior Astronomer attached to the
Commission to Semiahmoo Bay, where the Boundary strikes the Gulf of
Georgia, for the purpose of visiting the Camp of the United States Com-
mission, and of ascertaining what had been done by the Americans and
what part of the work it would probably be desirable for this Comnission
to take up. On my return to this place yesterday afternoon I learnt that
Mr. Campbell might very shortly be expected here in the U.S. Surveying
Steamer attached to bis Commission, and it is therefore hardly necessary
for me to detail to your Lordship our probable course of proceedings until
I have met that Gentleman, and have thus opened the joint Commission
and arranged with him our course of action. I may however state that the
Americans have only determined one point upon the Boundary at Sumass
or Imago about 24 miles east of the Initial point on the Gulf of Georgis at
Semiahmoo: but on the day of my arrival an Astronomical Party was about
starting for another point I believe about 30 or 40 miles further eastward
and which would probably be on the lower spurs of the Cascade Mountains.
They have cut a track through the woods from Semiahmoo to Sumass, but
though it was attempted to be cut as nearly as possible to the true line it
is I understand of little use as indicating the Boundary, both from error of
direction in cutting and from the extreme difficulty of making way through
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such dense and difficult forest land; and the track after many weeks of
labour spent upon it is hardly passable though the ground is generally level.

The Americans have further closely reconnoitred the Country between the
Fraser River and the Boundary nearly as far as the Cascade Mountains up
to which it is probable the party now out will complete such examination.
After consulting with and receiving much information from Lieut. Parke,
T. E., The United States Chief Astronomer, it appears to me that as the
Americans have to a certain extent pre-occupied the work upon the Boun-
dary between the sea and the Cascade Mountains it is desirable to send an
Astronomical and reconnoitring party as soon as possible to the American
Station at Sumass, which can be reached from the Frazer River and which
affords an available site for a camp with the means of communicating with,
and provisioning it, for the purpose of verifying its position, and of taking
up other points on either side of it, which proposed points can be determined
upon and prepared for observation while the Astronomers are at Sumass.
I propose to press forward the equipment of such a party as speedily as
possible; but the means of preparation, locomotion, and provisioning have
become extremely difficult from the universal excitement existing in this
part of the world respecting the gold discoveries within the British Territo-
ries. It does not appear to me probable that this arrangement will be
changed upon my meeting the United States Commissioner, which I shall
probably do before the Astronomical party is detached to Sumass. I think
it right to state to your Lordsbip that the American reconaissance, at least
as much of it as I saw, seemed to be almost entirely confined to the British
Territories; but this might in a great measure be explained by the fact
that a great portion of the Boundary between the Sea and the Cascade
Mountains must be approached from the Frazer River. Lieut. Parke has
undertaken to supply me with a tracing of it, or of so much as is necessary
to guide the Astronomers in taking up the points of the Boundary pre-
viously alluded to; as I should otherwise have had to undertake a similar
and tedious survey, the country being of a very difficult and impenetrable
nature for such work.

In concluding this general report, I beg to draw your Lordship's atten-
tion to the enormously increased expenditure which will be unavoidably
attendant on this expedition, owing to the very great increase of wages and
prices of all kinds consequent on the gold excitement.

I have the honour to be,
Your Lordship's most obedient

humble servant,

J. S. H AWKINS,
Capt. RI. Engrs. & Major Commissioner.

The Right Honble.
The Secretary of State

for Foreign Affairs.

Endorsed: Esquimault Vancouver Island
July 26th 1858

Major HAwKms RI. Engineers
Boundary Commission

No. 1.

Reporting arrival of North American Boundary Expedition at Vancouver's
Island, and general proceedings.
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NO. 23. EsQuim.ULT,
VANCOUVER's ISLAND,

July 26th, 1858.

My LoRD, -I have the honour herewith to transmit the records of cer-
tain Magnetic observations made by Captain Haig, R. A. at Panama, in
accordance with the memoranda on Magnetism furnished by Major General
Sabine and sent to me with your letter No. 3 of the 30th March 1858.

I have the honour to be,
Your Lordship's most obedient humble servant,

J. S. HAWKINS
Captn. RI. Engrs. & Major

Commissioner.
The Right Honble

The Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs.

EsquimAuLT,
VANCOUVER ISLAND,

March 28th, 1859.

My Lo3,-I have the honor to submit to you the following Report of
the proceedings of the British Boundary Commission during the past Season;
resuming the narrative in continuation of my letter No. 1 of the 26th July
last detailing to your Lordship the steps taken on our first arrival.

In accordance with the intention expressed in my letter above alluded to,
on my return from Semiahmoo to this place on the 25th July. the necessary
arrangements for equipping a party for service on the Boundary were
pressed forward. Ail our stores had necessarily been brought from England
in large and heavy packages, and the equipment required to be made suitable
for transport in canoes, or by Indians or pack-animals, &c. as circumstances
might from time to time render expedient. Meanwhile Capt. Haig and
Lieut. Darrah occupied themselves in testing and observing with the 12 in.
Altazimuth Instrument which it was intended to use in the first instance.
On the lst August Mr. Archibald Campbell, the United States Commis-
sioner, arrived in this port in the U7. S. Surveying Steamer "Active"
attached to bis Commission. I waited on him next day, and met him
-on several occasions during bis stay in Vancouver Island ; but no meet-
ing of the Joint Commission took place as Mr. Campbell required the pre-
sence of the 17. S. Chief Astronomer and of the Secretary, Captn. Prevost,
R. N., Her Majesty's first Commissioner for the Water Boundary, was
unfortunately absent with bis Ship during Mr. Campbell's short stay, and
he did not return until the evening of the '7th August, on which day Mr.
Campbell proceeded in the " Active" to his camp at Semiahmoo Bay near
the western extremity of the Land Boundary. On the 12th August I pro-
ceeded in H. M. Ship "Satellite" to Semiahmoo, accompanied by Capt.
Haig, R.N. the senior Astronomer of the Commission and Lieut. Wilson,
R. E. the Secretary. On the following day a meeting was held at the U.S.
camp by Mr. Campbell and myself at which the Commission entrusted to us
was formally opened; and a preliminary course of proceedings was agreed

• iii
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upon which was embodied in an official minute which was jointly signed by
us at a meeting held for that purpose on the 14th, and of which I have the
honour to enclose a copy, No. 1.

No. 1. Commission meetings relating to the determination of the Water Boun-
dary were also held by Capt. Prevost and Richards and Mr. Campbell;
and in consequence of a disagreement respecting the relative size of monu-
ments proposed to be erected at the three points established astronomically
and geodetically at Semiahmoo and Point Roberts by Captn. Richards
R.N. the second Commissioner and the Astronomer to the Water Boun-
dary Commission and Lieut. Parke, T.E, the U. S. Chief Astronomer. At
Mr. Campbell's request another meeting of the Land Commission took
place on the 17th August, at which I positively declined to enter upon any
discussion of the disputed question until the point where the 49th parallel
reached "the middle of the channel which separates the continent from
Vancouver's Island" was determined; pointing out that there was no
national necessity for my interference, and that it was practically imma-
terial whether the small portion of Boundary between Semiahmoo and the
western face of Point Roberts appertained to the British Water or Land
Commission as it was already most satisfactorily determined ; that it had
been so determined by the Ul. S. Commission in conjunction with the
British Water Boundary Commission before my arrival ; and that the
course of proceedings proposed, and recorded in the protocol signed on the
14th August, contained no pledge as to the greater or less significance of
the point at Semiahmoo, which was very naturally adopted as the starting
point for the land operations. Under these circumstances which have no
doubt been more fully detailed to you by Captn. Prevost, I feel sure that
your Lordship would not have approved of my interfering in a matter
which was only pressed upon me in consequence of that officer not feeling
himself in a position to accede unconditionally to the proposition of the
U. S. Commissioner. In completion of this part of the subject I may here
state that on my return froni the Frazer River to Esquimault on the 26th
September, I found a letter from Mr. Campbell dated lSth September,
awaiting me, alleging an error in my instructions from your Lordship with
reference to the question at issue between him and Captain Prevost, to
which I returned what I trust you will consider a suitable and sufficient
reply under date September 30th. I hereunto annex copies of that cor-
respondence Nos. 2 & 3.

Nos. 2 and 3. We returned from Semiahmoo to Esquimault on the 18th August. On
the 27th Captn. Haig, R.A. and Lieut. Darrah, R.E., the Astronomers to
the Commission, Dr. Lyall, R.N., the surgeon and naturalist, and a party
of non-commissioned officers & Sappers of the Royal Engineers left Esqui-
mault on their way to the Boundary via the Frazer River. They proceeded
by Steamers, bateaux and cances to the Sumass Prairie situated about 25
miles east of the United States quarters and astronomical station at Semi-
ahmoo and ten miles south of the Frazer River; where the camp was es-
tablished on the 30th August, and astronomical observations were soon after
commenced. The Latitude of this station had been determined by the
U. S. Commission in the previous year, but no portion of the Boundary
Line had been defined. It is not a point of any special importance, but I
conceived it to be desirable that we should commence our work by verifying
that of our colleagues, as it would thus afford a point mutually agreed to
upon which to base our surveying operations. Furthermore the nature of
the country is such, and the means of communication for the purpose of
provisioning, &c. were so expensive and inconvenient owing to the disorga-
nization caused by the gold excitement, that it was satisfactory to know of
an available site for a camp on which to direct the movements of the party
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prior to reconnoitring and thus becoming better acquainted with the line of
country over which our operations-are to be conducted.

Only one of the Altazimuth Instruments was taken to Sumass, viz: the
smaller or 12 in. in consequence of the cumbrous size and weight of the 15
inch and of the uncertainty of being able to bring it into use at the some-
what advanced period of the working season. Sufficient observations for
Latitude were taken to verify the determination of the U. S. Astronomers,
from which the combined result of Captn. Haig and Lieut. Darrah's obser-
vations differed 1".1 or about 111J ft. As the original observations
were made here by the U. S. officers and as they were very satisfac-
tory and had undergone the same severe examination and reduction at
the Washington Observatory that had been applied to those made at Semi-
ahmoo which differed in result from that of Captn. Richards by a singularly
small amount, Captain Flaig considered it unnecessary to prolong the series
of observations so far as to raise a question of difference of Latitude to an
unimportant extent in the probable event of the result not precisely agree-
ing with that of the U. S. Astronomers :-and having put himself into
communication with Lieut. Parke the U. S. Chief Astronomer, he felt him-
self justified in adopting the Latitude assigned to the station by that Gen-
tleman, in which arrangement I concurred. On the 18th September Captn.
Haig accompanied by two Sappers and two Indians proceeded through the
woods from Sumass to Semiahmoo for the purpose just alluded to of com-
paring the result of his work with that of the U. S. Astronomers with
which he had not been made acquainted. Though the distance was only
about 25 miles, and he guided himself as nearly as possible by a survey line
cut between the two places by the U. S. party in the previous year; the
journey was most arduous, and occupied three days, during which Captn.
Haig and his men slept, &c, without shelter in the woods. On the 28th
September Lieut. Parke visited our camp and pointed out the position of
the mark made on the Parallel, by measurement along the meridian-of
the astronomical station according to the U. S. determination of its Lati-
tude, the distance being 8695 ft. or nearly ]¾miles from the station. From this
point, clearing was carried on east & west of it along the Boundary, but no
great progress was made by the time the camp was moved from Sumass as
hereinafter reported ; and indeed by the arrangement entered into with
Mr. Campbell it was at this time not intended to undertake any great
amount of clearing, and I had consequently not provided a force of axemen
&c. necessary for such purpose. A reconnaissance survey of the district
between Sumass, the Schweltza Lake and the Chilukweyuk and Fraser
Rivers was at the same time carried on by the Sappers-the whole of the
valuable Prairie land in this neighbourhood proved to be within the British
Territories. In the month of September, about a week after the formation
of the Camp at the Sumass prairie, Captn. Haig reconnoitred through the
woods towards Semiahmoo in search of a site for an astronomical station
about midway between the two places; but he did not succeed in finding
one sufficiently accessible to allow of its being established at once. The
Country is flat and swampy, and covered with dense forest obstructed by
fallen timber and underwood ; with occasional small openings or prairies,
upon one of which a station might be established if eventually found
necessary. In the course of September Captn. Haig applied to me for
pack horses or«mules for the purpose of being enabled to remove his camp
to a new station eastward of Sumass. Animals of this description had not
been obtained in the first instance from the uncertainty of what method
as well as what routes would be found most suitable for the conveyance of
stores &c. as pack animals had hitherto been very littla used in the district,
the whole of the Hudson's Bay Traffic having been conducted upon the
Fraser River as far as Fort Hope from whence only goods were conveyed by
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means of pack-horses ; and no trails suitable for the passage of pack animals
were known to exist, excepting one recently opened by the gold-diggers,
between Whatcom, U.S. and Fort Hope. I was at this time unfortunately
absent up the Fraser River, as reported to the Secretary of War at the
time, and communicated by him to your Lordship, having accompanied
Governor Douglas thither with a small body of troops in consequence of
the reported disturbances between the white diggers and Indians. On my
return down the river on the 23rd September I visited the camp at Sumass,
from which Captn. Haig was then absent on his expedition to the U.S.
Camp at Semiahmoo previously alluded to; but I met him at Fort Langley
on his return by way of the Frazer River. On arriving here I took
immediate steps to obtain some mules and on the 13th October I sent 8
mules to Sumass (not wishing to be encumbered with a larger nunber at so
late a period of the season) in charge of Lieut. Wilson R. E. secretary, and
Mr. I. K. Lord, V.S., with a reinforcement of 7 Sappers, and of 4 axemen
who were hired at Langley by Lieut. Wilson, together with provisions and
other stores. The difficulty and delay of transportation were so great that
the mules, &c., did not reach Sumass until the 24th October, upon their
arrival iminediate arrangements were made for the removal of the camp
and for the establishment of an astronomical station at the next available
spot, about 10 miles east of the Sumass station at the south end of Lake
Schweltza which discharges itself into the Chilukweguk River one of the
affluents of the Fraser. The weather had become very wet and unsettled
before the end of September, which delayed operations in opening or
improving trails by which to travel, and it was not until the 13th Novem-
ber that a camp was formed at Schweltza, at the north end of the Lake.
The astronomical station was at the south end, and could only be communi-
cated with by water owing to the rocky and precipitous character of the
sides of the Lake, for which purpose the Indian-rubber boat was made use
of. A Depot camp was at the same time established near the mouth of
the Sumass River, not less than 14 miles froui the Schweltza camp owing
to the impossibility of finding a more suitable spot for it, and also in pre-
paration for a retreat by way of the Fraser River on abandoning operations
for the winter. Provisions, &c., were conveyed between the camps by the
Mules, which were nearly knocked up by the bard work by the end of the
season; indeed one of them died. The travelling was so bad that an
intermediate station between the two camps had to be fornied, as a resting
place for the loaded animals which only occasionally performed the whole
journey in one day. Observations were not commenced at Schweltza
until the 28th November the weather having become very unfavorable for
such operations. The Astronomical station proved to be situated about
2¾ miles from the Boundary, north of the 49th Parallel, being the nearest
accessible spot that was available for the purpose. While observations
were in progress clearing along the meridian of the station was proceeded
with, for the eventual determination of the position of the Parallel by the
measurement of its distance from the station. By the 7th December a
sußicient number of observations had been made for the determination of
the Latitude; and as the weather had become very severe and boisterous,
the thermometer standing at night at 11° Fahr. with much snow on the
ground, Captn. Haig determined to retire to winter quarters. The retreat
was made under considerable difficulties, hard frost having set in since the
1st December and snow continuing to fall heavily and almost without
intermission during the whole time of moving, attaining a depth of upwards
of two feet. It was fortunate that no stores had to be abandoned, or left
under the precarious charge of Indians; and it was only by constant
travelling, rendered necessary by the small number of mules, that the trails
were kept open and at all fis for use. The stock of provisions had been
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allowed to rua low in anticipation of retreat, and the delay occasioned by
the weather was likely to have caused considerable inconvenience froma
want thereof but that some were procured from a Steamer frozen up in the
Frazer River, a few miles from the mouth of the Sumass, at this time com-
munication by the river was almost impossible. On the 14th the frost
broke up, and on the 17th the party with all their stores proceeded in
bateaux and canoes to Fort Langley. The seven remaining mules were
left upon the prairie in charge of a half-breed, in the hope that they will
survive the winter, and to avoid the cost of removal and of forage, which
would have amounted to a -considerable portion of their value. On the
25th December the retreating party embarked in the E. B. O. Steamer
"Beaver" for this place, where they landed on the morning of the 27th
December.

The result of the season's operations is not very satisfactory, but the
small progress as yet made may be accouated for in several ways; the late-
ness of our arrival in this part of the world, and some unavoidable delay
in getting to work, which occurred after that; the disorganization prevail-
ing in every branch of business or industry, which affected our operations
at every tura ; the great difficulty of moving and of transport of every kind,
in the district in which our work lies; and latterly the prevalence of much
unfavorable weather. There is reason to hope that our experience will
avail us in pressing forward the work in the current year, though no
effective progress can be made without incurring enormous expense from
the very high prices ruling here, for every description of article or of labour
required in execution of the service. It must be remembered that as yet
hardly any hired labor has been employed, which will probably be one of
the most expensive items throughout the whole course of the field operations.
I am not yet aware of the amount of work performed by the U.S. Com-
mission during the past season, but I have reason to think that it did not
exceed the fixation of three points on the parallel by the party detached
from Semiahmoo on the 21st July, mentioned to your Lordship in my
previous Report; one point being at the Chilukweyuk Lake about 70
miles east of Semiahmoo, one being Chilukweyuk and Schweltza, and one
about 10 miles east of Chilukweyuk towards the Cascade Mountains. I do
not know yet if any portion of the Boundary bas been cut at those points,
even to the limited extent agreed upon at the Commission meeting in
August; but I have incidentally heard that a small portion of clearing has
been effected along the parallel at Semiahmoo within a short distance of the
U.S. Commission's permanent camp. It will be my business to inform my-
self on the above beads as early as possible and to report thereon more
fully to your Lordship. I beg now to submit the following remarks
respecting my views and plans for the approaching season. The Commis-
sions have hitherto been very inconveniently situated with respect to inter-
communication; and I see no prospect of their being better placed for some
time to come, or until we proceed to the great valley of the Columbia and
its tributary Rivers. I shall probably myself spend the whole or greater
part of the season in the field with the surveying and cutting parties; but
it seems likely that the head-quarters of the U.S. Commission will remain
at Semiahmoo, which place is separated, at present at least, from the part
of the country in which we shall be employed, by a nearly impassable space
of forest and swamp. I am most desirous to meet the U.S. Commissioner
for the purpose of arranging the plan of operations for the season with him,
but I have not yet had an opportunity of doing so. I hear however that
he has just returned from the Columbia River, after an absence of two
months, and I expect to be enabled to visit Semiahmoo in about a fortnight
in H. M. Ship "Satellite." I wrote to Mr. Campbell in December and
again in January, suggesting the propriety of an early meeting of the joint
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Commission for the discussion of several important points bearing on
the coming season's proceedings, in reply to which he proposed that I
should communicate to him in writing any views I might desire to have
considered at a meeting; but I bave not yet adopted such a course, as
I do not think it desirable if it can possibly be avoided, for it might
lead to a controversial correspondence which I conceive would be very
objectionable in the case of a joint Commission appointed for the Settlement
by personal communication of the duties entrusted to the Commis-
sioners. One of the most important points requiring attention is the
reconsideration and revision of the provisional arrangements respecting

No. 1. the partial cutting of the Boundary line made at the Commission meetings
held in August, and recorded in the copy of the Protocol accompanying
this Report. When reconnoitring around Sumass, Captn. Haig found per-
sons located and claiming pre-emptive rights under the T. S. laws on some
of the small detached prairies in that district. The prairies in question
were undoubtedly in the Ul. S. Territories ; but as it was evident that such
location might be made on debatable ground, it became at once apparent
to me that no consideration of economy ought to prevent the complete
demarcation of the Boundary throughout; and I have ever since regretted
the decision at which Mr. Campbell and I arrived on that point. Other
questions for consideration and determination are, the nature of the opera-
tions to be jointly adopted for connecting the points fixed astronomically
on the parallel; and the nature, &c. of the other arrangements relating to
the monuments ( ? iron) for the perm:nent identification of the Boundary
line. It will also be desirable to discuss plans for the removal of the Com-
missions into the Columbia district, and the appointment of the work be-
tween the Cascade and Rocky Mountains. It is of course impossible for me
to say what the views of the 'U. S. Commissioner may be on these questions
and other matters of detail incidentally arising from theim. Furthermore
I observe from the late American papers that the appropriation by Congress
for the UT. S. Boundary Commission (water as well as land) for this year is
likely not to exceed $100,000; whereas Mr. Campbell stated to me a few
months ago that bis reduced estimate amounted to $150,000 and that in
any event, he hoped the sum granted would not be below $115,000-this
may tend to cripple bis proceedings. Meanwhile I am arranging to carry
out those operations which appear to me indispensably and undoubtedly
necessary for the performance of our joint duties. I propose therefore that
Captn. Haig, Lieut. Darrah, and myself shall establish separate camps at
such points along the line where surveying and cutting parties can be em-
ployed, and from such points to proceed to open the Boundary eastward
and westward. In this way, I think there can be no doubt that, if the U.
S. party undertake similar operations, the Boundary from the Sea to the
Cascade Mountains will be defined this year; and but for the densely
wooded and swampy character of the western portion, and the rugged and
mountainous nature of the eastern portion of this section of the Boundary,
added to probable difficulties as to labour, provisioning &c. I would
venture to express the opinion that it ought to be completed long before
the close of the working season. The principal practical difficulty, I
anticipate in the actual demarcation of the boundary is that of adhering
accuratety to a line of even curvature between the points fixed astronomi-
cally (such points being themselves subject to probable and perhaps opposite
errors) by means of surveying and clearing operations, to be conducted
under highly unfavorable circumstances ; which will I fear greatly increase
the expense of making out such a line that can be adopted as defining the
parallel alluded to in the Treaty. No great amount of astronomical work
is likely to be required this season, there being already six stations establi-
shed from Semiahmoo to beyond the Chilukweyuk Lake. In preparation
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for taking the field two Muleteers have been for some time past at Nisqually
on Puget Sound, engaged in selecting and breaking-in young horses for
packing, of which I propose to purchase about forty, which added to the
mules left for the winter at Sumass and to the horses I have here will make
up about fifty animals, which will I hope be sufficient for the season's
work on this side the Cascade Mountains. Mr. Lord, V.S. and I visited
Nisqually in January for the purpose of purchasing or making enquiries
about the possibility of obtaining mules or horses, and we came to the con-
clusion that the above was the best if not the only practicable plan to be
adopted.

Captn. Haig took the opportunity of accompanying us, for the purpose
of making magnetic observations at Nisqually. Mr. Lord will again
proceed in a few days to Nisqually to make the final selection of the
horses for purchase; and to convey them by sea to Whatcom, U.S. and
thence by land trail to Sumass, which like everything else here will be
a troublesome and expensive operation. He will at the same time
purchase a few bullocks to aid in provisioning the expedition. The grszing
at Sumass and in its neighbourhood is excellent; and if the plan of obtain-
ing occasional supplies r.f fresh meat, succeeds, it will add greatly to the
comfort and probably also be conducive to the health of the men. The pack
saddles brought from England are very cumbersome, especially for the
kind of pack animals procurable here. I have therefore had a supply
made of others under my immediate directions, of the pattern commonly
used here, which appears to be very serviceable, they are only about a fourth
the weight of the English saddles. I propose to give the latter a fair trial,
but the loss of so considerable a proportion of available packing is of course
a very serious objection to them. If the Country pattern is found to
answer, the most valuable portions of the English saddles can probably
be converted, as the saddles themselves would not be likely to sell for
anything approaching their value. I have entered into a contract for the
building of two bateaux for the conveyance of provisions, &c. up the
Fraser River to a Depot Camp proposed to be established within the
Sumass River near the mouth. I have also bought a five-oared boat, and
shall require some canoes on the Rivers and Lakes. This will probably be
the most economical, as it will be the most certain and independent way to
maintain our communications. Large tents are in preparation for the
accommodation of the hired axemen &c. as also for the use of the Sappers
at the principal caLnps, as the tents brought from England are uncomfort-
ably small, though very useful for detached men. A large number of mule-
boxes are also being made (a proportion of them lined with tin or zinc) for
the carriage and preservation of books, stationery and other perishable
articles, and also of other small and valuable stores. In fact the prepara-
tions for an expedition in the district we have to work in, are of a much
more extensive and troublesome nature than for one in a country better
supplied with available water communication and more thickly inhabited.
I have referred to England through the Secretary of War respecting the
price &c. at which iron moni.ments for permanently marking the Boundary
can be supplied ; thinking it probable that they can be so more economi-
cally by way of Cape Horn in ships trading to British Columbia and this
Colony than if obtained from San Francisco, at which place also, I have
caused enquiries to be made. This is however a question on which the
U. S. Commissioner will have to be consulted.

An advanced party of a Corporal and. a few Sappers started about a
week ago, with directions to hire two good lumber-men and to proceed at
once with the erection of log store houses at the mouth of the Sumass River,
to be in readiness for the reception of provisions and general stores Lieut.
Darrah will follow as soon as possible with the main body; but Captn.
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Haig will be detained to accompany me to the meeting of the joint Com-
mission at Semiahmoo, immediately after which, he will join the party on
the Boundary; and I with the remainder of the men propose to take the
field as soon as I can close up all accounts &c. here, and pack and store
whatever it may be necessary to leaçe behind. I do not think we have lost
anything by not starting sooner for the weather continues cold and wet.
The Sumass country over which we shall have to travel and all our stores
will have to be carried, is flat, soft, and swampy, and I do not suppose it is
yet passable, if indeed it be so by the time Lieut. Darrah and his detach-
ment will reach it ; and the woods too would be found too wet to work in. I
do not propose to hire any number of axemen until the work to be done by
them is so arranged that the can at once be beneficially and fully employed
upon it.

I am happy to inform your Lordship that the general health of the expe-
dition has been very good throughout, of the 56 non-commissioned officers
and Sappers, who left England, one died of yellow fever on board H.M.
ship " avannah " a few days after embarking in her at Panama, having
contracted the disease on the eastern side of the Isthmus. Seven men have
deserted since our arrival here: one of whom returned and surrendered him-
self, after an absence of three months ; and another is now in custody in the
Fraser River, having I understand also surrendered himself after an absence
of nearly the same period. The men are unfortunately exposed to great
temptation to desertion and misconduct in this country.

I have the honour to be,
Your Lordship's most obedient,

humble servant,
J. S. HAWKINS,

The CRignt Honorable
The Secretary of State

for Foreign Affairs,
&c. &c. &c.

(Endorsed.) :No. 3.

Lieut.-Colonel J. S. Hawkins, R.E., H.M. Bo1ndary Commissioner.
Report of proceedings of the North American Boundary Commission of

1858.

No. 1. SEMIAHMOO BAY.

First meeting of the joint Commission for determining and marking the
Land Boundary between the British Possessions and the United States, on
the 49th parallel of North Latitude, West of the Rocky Mountains; at the
office of the United States Boundary Commission Camp, Semiahmoo, Fri-
day August 13th 1858.
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John Summerfields Hawkins, Captain Royal Engineers and Brevet
Major Her Majesty's Commissioner for ascertaining and marking out the
line of Boundary, from the point on ,he Forty-Ninth Parallel of North
Latitude where the Boundary laid down in existing Treaties and Conven-
tions between Great Britain and the United States terminates, to the point
at which the Forty-Ninth Parallel of North Latitude strikes the eastern
shore of the Channel which separates the continent from Vancouver's
Island.

Robert Walseley Haig Captain Royal Artillery, Assistant Astronomer
on the part of the British Commission.

Archibald Campbell, Esq. Commissioner on the part of the United
States to carry into effect the first Article of the Treaty of June 15th 1846
between the United States and Great Britain.

Lieut. John G. Parke Topographical Engineers, Chief Astronomer and
Surveyor on the part of the United States, to carry into effect the first
Articie of the Treaty as aforesaid.

Willian J. Warren, Secretary, United States Commission.
Credentials were mutually examined, and found satisfactory.
The Commissioners agreed that that part of the Boundary should be

first determined which lies between the point where the 49th parallel of
North Latitude strikes the shore of Semiahmoo Bay, and the Cascade
Mountains, and that such determination of the Boundary be commenced at
the point fixed by Captn. G. H. Richards, R. N. the British second Com-
missioner for the determination of the Water Boundary-under the Treaty
of June 15th 1846 and Lieutenant J. G. Parke, United States Topographical
Engineers and Chief Astronomer, on the shore of Semiahmoo Bay.

After discussing plans for determining and marking the line, as far east-
ward as the Cascade Mountains, it was concluded to be inexpedient at the
present time in consequence of the great expense, consumption of time, and
the impracticable nature of the Country, to mark the whole Boundary by
cutting a track through the dense forest. It was therefore agreed to
ascertain points on the line by the determination of astronomical points at
convenient intervals on or near the Boundary; and to mark such Astro-
nomical Stations or points fixed on the Parallel forming the Boundary, by
cutting a track of not less than 20 feet in width on each side for the dis-
tance of half a mile or more according to circumstances. Further that the
Boundary be determined and similarly marked where it crosses streams of
any size, permanent trails, or any striking natural features of the Country.
In the vicinity of settlements on or near the line, it is deemed advisable to
cut the track for a greater distance, and to mark it in a manner to be deter-
mined hereafter.

(Signed) J. S. HAWKINS
H. B. M. Commissioner.

August 14th 1858.
Certified true copy.

C. W. WILSON.
Lt. R. E.

Secy.
(Signed) ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL

U. S. Commissioner.
August 14th 1858.
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.No, 2. -U.S. N.W. BoUNDARY CoMMIssIoN,
CAMP SEMIAHMOO,

September 15th, 1858.

8IR,-I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of your
Commission and instructions for determining the Boundary Line between
the United States and the British possessions from the Rocky Mountains
"to the point where the 49th parallel strikes the eastern shore of the Chan-
nel which separates the continent from Vancouver's Island." In doing so
permit me respectfully to call your attention to an error of fact in the
following paragraph of your instructions viz:

" The Boundary to be run as described in the First Article of the Treaty
which I enclose, is to be carried along the 49th Parallel of North Latitude
and no detailed instructions are required for your guidance in s - doing.
The first object under other circumstances would naturally be to fix the
point of the eastern shore of the Gulf of Georgia where the 49th Parallel
of North Latitude strikes the waters of the Gulf. This point has however
been already determined by Captain Prevost and Mr. Campbell and all that
you will have to do, will be to continue to mark out the line along that
Parallel till it reaches the point where the Boundary Line laid down in
existing Treaties and conventions between Great Britain and the United
States terminates."

The error to which I refer is the statement that Captain Prevost and
myself prior to the date of your instructions (March 30th 1858) had already
determined the point where the 49th Parallel strikes the eastern shore of
the Gulf of Georgia, when in fact, that point has never yet been agreed
upon between us, although as you are aware, a meeting was called by me
on the 17th ult. for the purpose of definitively fixing and marking it by a
suitable monument. The result of that meeting was a very wide difference
of opinion between Captn. Prevost and myself, as to the locality of the
point'in question and an adjournment without deciding upon its posiiton.

The circumstances which prevented an agreement between Captn. Prevost
and myself are known to you, and have such a bearing upon the determi-
nation of a* portion of the line which you are commissioned to run and
mark in conjunction with myself, that I am certain you will readily per-
ceive the motive which has induced me to call your attention to the error
contained in your instructions, and excuse the liberty I have taken in
doing so.

With high esteem and consideration,
I am very Respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

(Signed) ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL,
(US Commissioner)

Major J. S. HAWKINS
British Commissioner,

&c. &c. &c.
Esquimalt.

Certified true Copy
C. W. WILSON

Lt. R. Eng.
Secy. C. G.
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No. 8. BRITisH N. W. Boundary Commission.
ESQUIMÂULT, V. I., 30th September, 1858.

Sma,-Myabsence up the Frazer River for some weeks past has prevented
my making an earlier acknowledgment of the receipt of your letter of the
15th September which only reached me on the afternoon of Sunday the 26th
instant on my return to this place.

Permit me to observe that in my opinion the alleged error in my
instructions to which you allude in your letter is immaterial to that portion
cf the joint operations for the determination of the international Boundary
cntrusted to me; and that it hardly amounts to an error in fact, although
;t may not be strictly correct in particulars. On reference to Captn. Pre-
vost, I learn that he has not rrade any official representation to the British
Government that the point on the eastern shore of the Gulf of Georgia
where the 49th Parallel of North Latitude strikes the waters of the Gulf
of Georgia where the 49th Parallel of North Latitude strikes the waters of
the Gulif had been finally determined by the joint Commission; but it
would appear to have been stated, in communications of prior date to
March last, that a close and satisfactory agreement existed between the
results arrived at by the British and United States Astronomers at the
points on the Boundary at Semiahmoo Bay and at Point Roberts (which
agreement has since proved to be still more close and satisfactory amount-
ing nearly to absolute coincidence). Upon this information the portion of
my instructions to which you allude was no doubt founded. At the meet-
ings of the joint Commission held by us at your Camp on the 13th, 14th
and 17th August, it was determined that for the present our operations
should proceed eastward from the point fixed by Capt. Richards, R.N., and
Lieut. Parke, U.S. T.E. on the shore of Semiahmoo Bay. About the
accurate determination of that point, no doubt whatever exists, although it
has not yet been technically agreed upon by the joint Commission and as
the difference of opinion between Captn.- Prevost and! yourself, to which
you allude turned upon a question quite irrespective of :the accuracy of the
Boundary Line, I do not wish to nor does it appear to me desirable that I
should interfere in it; while I may further observe that it involves no
necessity for doubt or delay in our proceedings.

With high esteem and consideration,
I remain very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,
(Signed) J. S. HAWKINS,

3 B.M. Commissioner.
ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL, Esq.,

United States Commissioner.

Semiahoo.
Certified true copy,

C. W. WRLson,
Lt. Ri. Engrs.
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No. 6. ESQUIMAULT,
VANCOUVER ISLAND,

May 31st, 1859.

My LoRD,-With reference to my despatch to you No. 3 of the 28th
March last, detailing the proceedings of the Boundary Commission up to
that date, and the probable course that would be followed this season but
upon which I could not report more positively until after7 my proposed
meeting with the United States Commissioner, I now have the honor to
submit to your Lordship the following statement of the result of that meet-
ing and of the arrangements I have made consequent thereupon.

Accompanied by Captn. Haig, R.A., the senior Astronomer and Lieut.
Wilson, R.E., the Secretary, I proceeded from Esquimault to Semiahmoo
on the 14th April in H.M. Ship "Satellite " at which place we arrived on
the following afternoon. On Saturday the 16th April, the joint Commission
met, and daily meetings were held until the following Saturday the 23rd
April with the intermission only of the 17th and 22nd being Sunday and
Good Friday.

I herewith forward Minutes (No. 1) of the result of the proceedings,
which I very much regret do not record the joint conclusions at which the
Commissioners arrived as the United States Commissioner at the end of
our protracted conference declined to affix his signature to such a document
under circumstances which I consider it necessary to explain in some
detail.

Besides the arrangement of our joint operations for the season, the
principal object I had in view, in proposing the meeting was, as already
stated to your Lordship, to bring under consideration the question of
actually marking out the Boundary, as distinguished from merely ascertain-
ing points upon the parallel at considerable distances apart by means of
astrononuical observations ; in which would be included, the nature of the
operations for determining the position of the Boundary or Parallel between
such astronomically fixed points; and the description of monuments to be
adopted for the permanent identification of the Boundary Line so deter-
mined. The result of our deliberation on these points is recorded in clauses
2 to 6 of the accompanying Minutes. I regret extremely that the U. S.
Commissioner should have unconditionally declined to accede to the propo-
sition to undertake the cutting of the Boundary. The main reason for
this refusal seemed to me to be a doubt as to the amount, and probably
continuance of the appropriations for the service by the U. S.. Government.

I urged upon Mr. Campbell that without any intimation from the Gov-
ernment, that he would be subject to such limitation, it would be neither
necessary nor proper to leave the work in the incomplete state, which would
result from the mere fixation of distant points; and that we should be
found to have failed in our duty if, after incurring the heavy expense of
the joint Commission, questions should arise (whether relative to the mat-
ters of police, the proprietorship of land &c,) as to where was the actual
Boundary, while it was clear that local officers were not competent to settle
such points if lef t incomplete by the National officers expressly appointed
for the purpose.

The U. S. Commissioner repeatedly stated that he was content to adhere
to our arrangement of last year, and that he had reason to know that his
Government would be satisfied with bis doing so. I pointed out that I also
did not propose to depart from that agreement as far as it went; but that
Iwas desirous to extend our operations, and to procecd with the demarca-
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tion of the Boundary in accordance with what I presumed to be the inten-
tion of both Governments from the precedent of the operations on the
Maine Boundary where the whole of the line was actually eut where neces-
sary and detired by a very large number of iron monuments, and in com-
pliance with your Lordship's instructions to mark out the Boundary " Either
by monuments in the open country or cuttings through forests in a manner
to prevent any doubts on the subject being raised hereafter." I must here
state that, on more than one occasion references to the views and instruc-
tions of the British Government were not received with strict courtesy, and
the U. S. Commissioner shewed little or no desire to allow them any weight
in the consideration of the course ke feit inclined to pursue. In Clause 2 I
had proposed to insert the proviso that "In open land or other description
of country in which cuttings are not necessary the " Boundary be similarly
marked " (viz: by suitable monuments at intervals of about one mile); but
as the U. S. Commissioner stated that he was not prepared to sav he should
object to do so when we came upon any such country, I consented to omit
it as in all probability not bearing on this season's work; though I had
intended my proposition to be of a general character applicable to the

undatrougho. In reply to vir. Campbeil's objectiua biat I appear-
ed to give greater importance to thickly wooded country which was not
very likely to be beneficially occupied by proposing to eut a line through it,
than to more available or prairie land, I shewed that it was solely owing to
the accident of the Boundary passing through such description of country,
and that I should of course very much prefer to avoid the necessity and the
great expense attendant upon it. I even consented to consi.ler the practi-
cability of marking the Boundary by Monuments placed at intervals in the
Woods, without cutting such line but by determining the position of the
monuments by measurements from the most convenient survey lines that
could be run as near as possible to the parallel, between adjacent astrono-
mical stations. Such a course would probably lessen the labour and expense
of cutting by enabling the Surveyors to choose the most favorable passage
through the woods. The discussion on all the points at issue extended to
very great length, and finally resulted in the decision 'of the Ul. S. Com-
missioner recorded in Clause 3 of the Minutes.

In consequence of the determination of ,the U. S. Commissioner not to
undertake any clearing operations; as I considered it very important that
they should be proceded with, and I could not await instructions from your
Lordship without incurring the loss of this season (in the expectation that
the Commission should be removed to the other side of the Cascade Moun-
tains in the Spring of next year), I made the formal announcement made in
Clause 4. To this the U. S. Commissioner strenuously objected; insisting
that the Boundary so marked would not be a joint operation, though I
stated that the work would be performed under my authority as British
Commissioner and in accordance with my instructions. I had no alternative
but either to take this course or to submit to the dictation of the U. S.
Commissioner who shewed no inclination to refer the question for the
decision of his Government; and I hardly entertain the hope that this part
of the actual Boundary will be eventually verified and adopted by the U. S.
Commissioner unless Mr. Campbell changes bis view or is instructed to that
effect.

Clauses 5 and 6 would not have appeared in the Joint Protocol, had one
been finally adopted, as 1 conFented to their omission. The U. S. Com-
missioner was unwilling to admit the insertion of C!ause 5 as he had not
given a decisive answer to my proposition-from what passed I judged that
he had no serious objection to it (or indeed to the extended one in Clause
2) excepting that arising from the uncertainty about money appropriations
already alluded to. Clause 6 involved a point of considerable importance
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but its consideration was unfortunately prejudiced by the determination of
the U. S. Commissioner not to undertake the demarcation of the Boundary
line; and its insertion in a joint Protocol did not therefore appear to be
very important, though it would have recorded my views and the course
taken thereupon. Of Clauses 9 to 12 it is not necessary to say much, the
circumstances under which I declined in August last, to enter upon the
consideration of the portion of the Boundary between Samiahmoo and the
western face of Point Roberts were reported to you in my dispatch No. 3, of
the 28th March ; and as they had not changed in any way since that time,
I still felt precluded from interfering in a matter which had formed the
subject of a reference to your Lordship by Captn. Prevost and respecting
which he had not received any subsequent instructions. I endeavoured to
prevail upon the U. S. Commissioner not to connecv the proposition in
Clause 9 with that made by him in Clause 10, and I urged upon him that
his decision in Clause 12 was simply retaliatory ; but I was wholly unsuc-
cessful in influencing his proceedings. After very full and prolonged dis-
cussion on every point brought under the n'otice of the Commission, the
meeting rose without any apparent joint result in consequence of our being
unable to agree in framing the protocol, and we also differed very mater-
ially as to how such a document ought to be drawn up. I contended that
it ought to contain a complete digest of the proceedings of the meeting, so
as to shew the views of the Comwissioners and their action thereupon.
Clauses 1, 2, 3, 7 and 8 were generally agreed upon in the terms in which
they stand in my minutes;. but Mr. Campbell stated'most posîtively and
peremptorily that he would not sign a document containing Clause 4, the
insertion of which I considered to be of material importance as indicating
the course which I was induced to take in the prosecution of operations on
the Boundary under the circumstances already detailed. Failing in all my
endeavours to induce Mr. Campbell to admit of the insertion of the Clause;
in the earnest desire not to impose any obstacle to even a mutilated record
of our proceedings, I reluctantly submitted to its omission, but I verbally
and formally announced that I inteaded in my capacity of British Com-
missioner to proceed in the deruarcation of the Boundary in terms of the
proposed Clause, and I protested against the imperfect record of the pro-
ceedings of the joint Commission to which I thus consented to become an
unwilling party. When Clauses 9 to 12 came under discussion prepara-
tory to the insertion in the Protocol, I claimed their omission on the ground
that the T. S. Commissioner had insisted on the omission of Clause 4 ; but
I stated that I was quite prepared to adopt the principle of a full r cord of
all that had passed, which I believed to be the correct one and the only
one which would admit of no dispute. The U. S. Commissioner avowed
that tLie course he had taken in pressing upon me the consideration of a
questi'n in which I had taken no action and which I desired to be post-
poned, and upon which he had disagreed with H. M. Commissioners for the
Water Boundary, was intended to implicate me in it without that delay
which I requested from bis courtesy ; but as I objected to be coerced in this
summary manner, I availed myself of his interpretation of a " protocol " to
refuse admission of the record in such a document. Upon this, the T. S.
Commissioner again positively declined to sign a joint protocol without the
insertion of the disputed Clauses; having already taken that course to
compel the omission of a clause:-and I have already stated that as far as I
could judge he showed no inclination to submit any question on which it was
manifest we could not agree to the decision of bis Government-In fact all
concession was to come from the British. As I declined to withdraw my
objection to the insertion of the Clauses without a revision of the terms on
which the protocol was being framed, the meeting eventually rose without the
adoption of any record of the result of our deliberations. I deeply regret
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such a result arising from causes apparently so trivial. I beg to assure
your Lordship that I exercised untiring patience in conducting my commu-
nications with the U. S. Commissioner, and that I used every endeavaur to
act with the utmost harmony and cordiality in concert with him. I shal
not on future occasions depart from this course of conduct, however
hopeless the effort to arrive at concurrence of opinion may appear to be.

I am happy to think that however unfortunate the abrupt termination
of our deliberations may have been, it will not much affect the progress of
the work, which will proceed without prejudice from our disagreement on
a merely technical point. I shall of course be prepared to meet the «U. S.
Commissioner whenever further deliberation may appear to be necessary,
and I shall not hesitate to take steps to request such a meeting at the
proper time.

The arrangement recorded in Clause 7 of the Minutes, in which we
cordially agreed, will necessitate some alteration in the distribution of
the work from that which I stated was probable I should follow in my
dispatch No. 3 of the 28th March. Captn. Haig with a suitable party will
take up the British portion of the work in continuation of the proposed
series of Astronomical points eastward of Chilukweyuk. Lieut. Darrah
will undertake the determination of the points still required (probably
two) to-complete the western series ; he also will then proceed with the
eastern scries; and by means of the two Astronomers alternating with the
U. S. parties in terms of the joint arrangement there seems good reason to
hope that in this season the work will be carried to within reach of
operations-from the valley of the Columbia, and that the Commission may
be moved thither early next year as the line of communication with this
side of the Cascade Mountains would then be too long and difficult to
maintain. Such surveying operations &c. in connection with their stations
as are necessary or practicable will be simultaneously carried on under the
direction of the Astronomers.

I propose to undertake the cutting of the Boundary eastward, and west-
ward from Sumass from my own Camp, under the superintendence of'Lieut:
Wilson, R.E., the Secretary of the Commission whom I Shall be obliged to
employ on that duty; and I may perhaps find it necessary to engage some
civil assistance for the purpose of extending the work with a view to its
more rapid execution. The defection of the .U. S. Commission of course
doubles this portion of the work, but I hope to succeed in completing it
within the season. No change is required in the general arrangement as
to acquipment &c. which I detailed to yaur Lordship in my previoug des-
patch No. 3 ; excepting that in consequence of the proposed extension of
the work to beyond Chilukweyuk, and the gradual lengthening of the line
of communication with the one or two points on the Fraser River from
which all supplies and stores will have to be conveyed, I have found it
necessary to increase my stock of pack-animals by the purchase of a band
of 24 mules and a bell-mare with pack-saddles, &c. complete. Of the 7
mules left on the Sumass prairie last winter only one was found to have
died; 38 horses and a mule were bought by Mr. Lord at Nisqually; so
that with the above mentioned band of 25, and the 4 horses purchased last
year, I have now 74 animals, which nuinber I hope to find amply sufficient
for the work of the season. I trust it will prove practicable to winter them
on the Columbia, as otherwise they will not be able to cross the Mountains
in the early Spring. Lieut : Darrah proceeded with Dr. Lyall and the pro-
portion of the Detachment of Royal Engineers intended for his and Captn.
Haig's parties to the Sumass River on the 9th April. He was joined there
at the end of the month by Mr. Lord with the horses and some cattle
purchased at Nisqually. After the meetings of the joint Commission at
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Semiahmoo, on the 25th April, Captn. Haig also proceeded to join the field
parties at Sumass.

An opportunity offering Lieut : Wilson returned to Esquimault on the
22nd April, before the Commission meeting broke up :-but I did not reach
this place till the 7th May in consequence of the " Satellite " not returning
direct and having to take in coal at Nanaimo. It is my intention to pro-
ceed in about a week with Lieut: Wilson, Mr. H. Banerman the Geologist,
and the remainder of the men, to join the rest of the Expedition already
on the Boundary; leaving nobody behind me at this place, for the safe
custody of which and of our surplus stores, I have made arrangements.

Wth reference to the amount of work on the Boundary performed last
year by the U. S. Commission to which I alluded to in my despatch No. 3,
and respecting wnich I said I should report again to your Lordship on my
obtaining fuller information; I have nothing further to add to the state-
ment then made, which upon enquiry appears to be generally correct.

In concluding this Report, I have to ask your Lordship's consideration
of the reference to you for instructions in Clause 4 of the acconpanyirg
minute. I have above fully detailed the circumstances under wbich the
U. S. Commissioner had declined to undertake anything but a very imper-
fect demarcation of the Boundary by the Astronomical fixation of points
at considerable intervals say from 10 to 15 miles. I have also detailed the
circumstances under which I resolved to undertake alone the demarcation
of a portion of the Boundary; in doing which I had in view the import-
ance to the Colony of British Columbia that the boundary between it, and
the United States territory would be properly and minutely defined, and
the probability that the lands between Semiahmoo and the first mountain
eastward of it for a distance of almost 30 niles (or certainly for some por-
tion of them) would be required for sale and occupation at an early period.
Your Lordship will I hope approve of the course I took under such peculiar
and unexpected circumstances, and will instruct me fully for my future
guidance. The cost would be very great; but in my opinion the Boundary
ouhqt to be defined throughout in the manner indicated in Clause 3, and by
monuments at mile intervals in open' ground, but I cannot recommend that
the whole labour and expense of such an operation should fall upon the
British Government; besides which the possibility of a Boundary so marked
out (however accurate it might be) not being recognized by the United
States Govt. must not be lost sight of, and the United States Commissioner
certainly hinted at his adopting such a course. With regards to monu-
ments also : as the United States Commissioner refused to share the expense
of iron monuments to mark out the portion of the Boundary I proposed to
undertake, pending my reference to you I have not taken steps to procure
any for immediate use; and I must trust to preserve the points on the
Boundary in the best way that materials on the spot will allow.

I bave the honour to be,
Your Lordship's mosb obedient, humble servant,

J. S. HAWKINS,
Lieut : Col. Rl. Engrs.

H. M. Commissioner.

Rt. Honourable Secretary for Foreign Affairs, &c &c &c.



FOREIGN OFFICE CORRESPOBDENCE.

Copy.

Semiahmoo Bay.

Meetings of the joint Commission for determining and marking the Land
Boundary between the British possessions and the United States, on the
49th Parallel of North Latitude west of the Rocky Mountains under the
Treaty of the 15th June, 1846, at the Office of the United States Boundary
Commission. Camp Semiahmoo, on the 16th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st, and
23rd April, 1859.

Present.

John Summerfield Hawkins, Lieut: Colonel, Royal Engineers, fier
Majesty's Commissioner for ascertaining and marking out the line of
Boundary, from the point on the 49th Parallel of North Latitude where
the Boundary laid down in existing Treaties and Conventions between
Great Britain and the United States terminates, to the point at which the
49th Parallel of North Latitude strikes the eastern shore of the Channel
which separates the continent from Vancouver's Island.

Robert Walsely Haig, Captain, Royal Artillery, Assistant Astronomer
on the part of the British Commission.

Charles William Wilson, Lieut: Royal Engineers, Secretary to the
British Commission (not present on the 23rd April).

Archibald Campbell, Esqre. Commissioner on the part of the United
States to carry into effect the first article of the Treaty of June 15th, 1846,
between the United States and Great Britain.

Lieut: John G. Parke, Topographical Engineers, Chief Astronomer and
Surveyor on the part of the United States to carry into effect the first
article of the treaty as aforesaid.

William J. Warren, Secretary to the United States Commission.
1. Plans for the prosecution of the joint operations of the Commission

during the present season were fully discussed.
2. The British Commission proposed that the arrangement, recorded in

'the Protocol, signed on the 14th August, 1858, that it being "inexpedient
'at the present time in consequence of the great expense, consumption of
time, and the impracticable nature of the Country to mark the whole

'Boundary by cutting a track through the dense forest."-" It was there-
'fore agreed to ascertain points on the line by the determination of
'astronomical points at convenient intervals, on or near the Boundary-
'and to mark such Astronomical stations, or points fixed on the parallel
'forming the Boundary, by cutting a track of not less than twenty feet in
'width on each side for the distance of half a mile or more according to
'circumstances," be revised. He proposed that in accessible forest land
cuttings of the width of 20 feet or thereabouts be made throughout, and
the Parallel laid out and marked at intervals of about one mile by suitable
Monuments; the Boundary line being admitted to lie evenly between such
marked points, as in such limited distance the curve of the Parallel would
be practicably inappreciable: and that in rugged or mountainous districts
through which portions of the Boundary may run, and which are physically
inaccessible, or impenetrable, or which are practically so to the extent of
making their beneficial occupation improbable and the labour and expense
of minutely marking the Boundary therein consequently unnecessary; as
many prominent or accesible points as may be possible or necessary, be
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determined by survey between the adjacent Astronomical stations and
marked by beacons, cairns, or lasting monuments of some suitable des-
cription.

3. The United States Commissioner seeing no good reason to change the
conclusion arrived at by the joint Commission on the 13th August, 1858
that it is "inexpedient at the present tine in consequence of the great
expense, consumption of time, and the impracticable nature of the Country
to mark the whole Boundary, by cutting a track through the dense forest »

and considering the remainder of the proposition of the British Commissioner
as already met by the agreement of the joint Commission to determine and
mark out the Boundary " where it crosses streams of any size, permanent
'trails, or any striking natural features of the country, " declined to adopt
the proposition.

4. The British Commissioner announced his intention to proceed with
the demarcation of the Boundary, between Semiahmoo Bay and the Cascade
Mountains, in the manner above proposed by him, to such an extent as
circumstances would permit; as delay in doing so might involve the loss of
the present season for such purpose, and the inconvenient postponement of
the work in view of the probable removal of the two Commissions from this
part of the Country; and as this portion of the operations would thus be
undertaken solely by the British Commission, that he should report his pro-
ceedings to the British Government for their further instructions in such
cases.

5. The British Commissioner subsequently requested the United States
Commissioner to continue the cutting of the Boundary from Semiahmoo Bay,
which had been commenced by his parties, to some further distance inland
in extension of the arrangement recc.:ded in the Protocol of the 14th
August 1858 " To cut the track for a greater distance in the vicinity of
settlements on or near the line," so as to meet the proposed cutting of the
British Commission proceeding westward from Sumass; which point the
United States Commissioner reserved for further consideration.

6. A proposition made by the British Commissioner respecting the nature
and provision of suitable monuments for marking and preserving the
Boundary in alil accessible portions of it, was not fully discussed, and no
decision upon it was arrived at, in consequence of the United States Com-
missioner having declined to proceed with the demarcation of the Boundary
line throughout. To a further suggestion by the British Commissioner, that
he should be authorized to procure at the expense of the joint Commission
a sufficient number of iron monuments to define the portion of Boundary
he had announced his intention of marking out this season, the United
States Commissioner declined to accede.

7. The Commissions agreed that the determination of such astronomical
points on or near the Boundary as are still required to complete the series
between Semiahmoo and the western slopes of the Cascade Mountains at
Chilukweyuk be undertaken by the British Commission; and that the
determination of astronomical points at convenieiit intervals in continuation
of the series eastward from Chilukweyuk towards the Columbia River be
continued by both Commissions. It was also agreed that the principle on
which points be taken up by the astronomical parties of the two Commissions
be that of occupying them alternately, subject to such modifications by the
executive officers as may be mutually agreed upon by them.

8. The elements assumed for the figure of the Earth (Bessel's) and the
nature of the computations for the length of the ordinates for connecting
tangents with the parallel were agrced upon.

9. The British Cormissioner proposed the consideration of the astronomical
results at such points as have already been observed by the two Commis-
sions, with a view te their being finally adopted if found to be satisfactory.
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10. The United States Commissionerproposed,before the adoption of those
points, that the joint Commission adopt the three following points on the
49th Parallel, viz: Ist. The point where the Parallel intersects the Con-
tinent on the Western -face of Point Roberts; 2nd. The point where the
Parallel intersects the. eastern face of Point.Roberts ; 3rd. The point where
the Parallel intersects the eastern shore of Semiabmoo Bay.

11. The British Commissioner declined entering upon the present consider-
ation of the portion of the Boundary, between the eastern shore of Semiah-
moo Bay and the western face of Point Roberts, in view of the circum-
stances which occurred between the British Water Boundary and the United
States Commissioners prior to this question having been brought under his
notice. fie further stated that the points in question are most satisfac-
torily determined by astronomical operations, and that the postponement
of their final adoption ought to have no effect on the course of proceedings
eastward of Semiahmoo.

12. While circumstances exist which prevent the British Commissioner
adopting these points, the United States Commissioner declined to adopt
the points submitted for consideration by the British Commissioner.

(Signed) J. S. HAWRINS
Lieut: Colonel RI. Engrs.

H. . Commissioner
April 25th 1859.

Endlorsed.

Inclosure No. 1

To accompany Despatch No. 6 from Lieut. Col. Hawkins, R.E., H. M.
Commissioner, dated Esquimault, Vancouver Island, May 3lst, 1859.

Minutes of proceedings at meetings of joint Commission ifor marking the
North American Land Boundary under the Treaty of the 15th June 1846.

April 25th, 1859.

No. 7. ESQUIMAULT,
VANCOUvER's ISLAND,

June 14th, 1859.

MY LoRD,-I have the honor to forward herewith copies of a letter, I
have received from Mr. Campbell, the United States Boundary Commis-
sioner dated Camp Semiahmoo, May 24th 1859, alleging a doubt in his
mind wbetber he interprets the terms of Her Majesty's Commission to me,
defining the portion of the Boundary line I am. empowered to determine in
conjunction with him, according.to my own understanding of them, and
requesting me to specify distinctly the locality of the western terminus of
the Boundary line described in my Commission; and of my reply to him of
this day's date (Enclosure No. 1).

No. 1. This is merely another attempt to force me into a discussion respecting
the small portion of Boundary between Semiahmoo, and the western face
of Point Roberts, with which question under present circumstances, I have
declined to identify myself:; and to compel me to adopt the course to which
the U. 8. Commissioner seems to attach very undue and unaccountable
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importance without waiting for the result of Captn. Prevost's refeience to
your Lordship, or to implicate me in alleged delay in the technical adoption
of the points in the portion of Boundary in question. It does not appear
necessary to repeat the circumstances of the case, which are fully stated in
my Reports Nos. 3 and 6 of the 28th March and 31st May; and doubtless
are so also in Captn. Prevost's despatches. The diffBculty which bas arisen
was mainly caused by the 'U. S. Commissioner having connected the adop-
tion of the points in. question with a proviso respecting monuments, to
which Captn. Prevost did not think fit to consent. But for this, had the
points been adopted and Mr. Campbell bad subsequently discovered that
the Boundary between Semiahmoo and the western face of Point Roberts
comes within the limits of my duties as part of the land Boundary, there
would have been neither difficulty nor delay on my part in assenting to
them in addition to their (prior) adoption by H. M. Water-Boundary Com-
missioners; but as I have stated in previous letters, I felt precluded from
interfering in a matter that had been reported upon your Lordship, until
some action had been taken upon that report.

The question is hardly worthy of reference; and the trifiing technicality
-,nvolvd as to wheré the water and land Boundaries separate would I doubt

not hardly occur to your Lordship among the more important points at
issue. I am very willing to relieve Mr. Campbell from the dilemma into
which he seems to think he has fallen ; and having consulted with Captain
Prevost, with bis concurrence I beg now very respectfuUJy to suggest that I
be permitted to take the matter out of his hands, and to enter upon the
question in conjunction with the «U. S. Commissioner; as there is no doubt
that the point where the 49th Parallel intersects the western face of Point
Roberts is also that at which it "strikes the eastern shore of the Channel
which separates the Continent from Vancouver's Island " in the terms of
my Commission. The point itself appertains however to the water-
Boundary.

Ihave the honor to be,
Your Lordship's most obedient,

humble servant,

J. S. HAWKINS,
Lieut: Colonel Rl. Engrs.

H. M. Comnissoner.

The Right Honble.
The Secretary of State

for foreign affairs,
&c., &e., &c.

endorsed.

Lt. Col. Hawkins,
June 4th, 1859, No. '.

Forwarding copy of letter from the Uuited States Boundary Commissioner
respecting the limits of H. M. Commission, and of reply thereto; with
remarks and suggestions on the subject.
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F. O.811, Copies.
AmnericaoRHWS
1858-63. U. S. NORTH WEST

BOUNDARY CoMISSIoN,
CAMP SEMIAIMOO,

May 24th, 1859.

SI,--In the proceedings of the "First meeting of the joint Commission
for determining the land Boundary between the United States and the
British Possessions on the 49th parallel. west of the Rocky Mountains"
signed by yourself and me on the 14th August, 1858, it is recorded that
"credentials were mutually examined and found satisfactory."

Circumstances have occurred since the signing of that paper which have
created a doubt in my mind whether I interpreted the terms of your Com-
mission defining the Boundary line you are thereby empowered to deter-
mine in conjunction with myself according to your own understanding of
the same. I have the honour therefore respectfully to request you to specify
distinctly the locality of the western terminus of the Boundary line described
in your Commission.

I have the honour to be,
Very respectfully,

Your obdt. servant.,

(Signed.) ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL,
Comr. North West Boundary Survey

on the part of the United States.

BRITISH BOUNDARY COMMISsION,
EsQUIMAULT, VANCOUVER ISLD.,

June 4th, 1859.

SI,-I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter (in
duplicate) dated Camp Semiahmoo, May 24th 1859 in which you state that
circumstances have occurred which have created a doubt in your mind
whether you interpret the terms of my Commission defining the Boundary
line I am empowered to determine in conjunction with yourself, according
to r y understanding of the same; and requesting me to specify distinctly
the locality of the western terminus of the Boundary line described in my
Commission.

In reply I take leave to refer you as I have already done verbally to Her
Majesty's Commission itself, of which I have had the pleasure to furnish
you with a copy; and upon the terms of which I have not presumed to put
any interpretation but that which it plainly and obviously bears.

I presume that I am justified in assuming that the doubt you state you
have been led to entertain upon the subject arose f rom circumstances which
occurred at the recent meeting of the joint Commission at Semiabmoo in
April last. Permit me to remind you that the course which I then thought
it my duty to adopt had no reference whatever to the terms of my Com-
mission in the sense indicated by you, and that in addition to pursuing the
course which I thought right, I claimed of you courtesy not to press a ques-
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tion of no immediate importance upon me, the cônsideration of which exist-
ing circumstances arising from proceedings with which I had -been quite
unconcerned would not permit me to enter upon.

With high respect,
I have the honor to be,

Your obedient servant,
(Signed) J. S. HAWKINS

Lieut: Colonel RI. Engrs.
H. M. Commissioner.

Archibald Campbell, Esq.,
United States Commissioner,

&c. &c. &c.
Semiahmoo.

Endorsed. Enclosure No. . Letter from United States Boundary
Commissioner requesting to know the western limits of the land Boundary
a- defined in H. M. Commission (dated 24th May); and reply of H. M.
Commissioner (dated 4th June 1859). To accompany Despatch No. 7.

F. O. 811 (A)
America,
1858-63. 4 NEW STREET,

SPRING GARDENS,
November l5th, 1859.

My Loan,-Having applied to the Secretary of State for War through
whose Department the organization and details of the North American
Boundary Commission have been conducted, for the appointment of another
officer to the Commission under circumstances which I detailed in full re-
specting the necessity for such additional services; I have been informed
in reply that my letter of the 25th October having been laid before your
Lordship you consider it inexpedient to make such an appointment at the
present moment as the labours of the Commission are for the present
suspended, and as it is uncertain when they may be recommenced.

I think it my duty to represent to your Lordship that the operations of
the land Boundary Commission were not affected or interrupted by the
proceedings of the United States authorities with respect to the island of
San Juan and the disputed Water Boundary and that up to the latest date
to which I have received any information subsequent to my departure from
Vancouver Island with despatches relating to those proceedings, viz: 13th
September, the work of the Land Boundary Commission seems to have
been in active progress.

In compliance with my instructions from your predecessor No. 4: 30th
March, 1858, I directed Captain R. W. Haig, R. A. the Chief Astronomer
and senior military officer to assume charge of the Commission during my
absence : and I wrote to caution him not toallow the troops (Royal Engineers)
attached to the Commission to be diverted f rom the special and international
service on which they were engaged, unless the Military Escort of the
United States Commission should be withdrawn to increase the aggressive
force at San Juan, or in the event of some such and unexpected circum-
stances; stating that such was the view I took of the duty of the Commis-
sion in the existing state of affairs but that I did not wish to limit his
authority, or to interfere with his judgment and responsibility when in
charge of the Commission. The very great expenses already incurred by
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the Commission largely increased by the gold discoveries in British Colum
bia (subseqaent to its formation) and their consequences would appear to
make it most desirable in an economie point af view not to interrupt its
labours :-or should such a step unfortunately become necessary, not to do
so without bringing to completion as much of the Boundary as lies between
the Sea and the farthest point Eastward to which the astronomical opera
tions may then have been advanced. The latter course would I think be
desirable even should it be followed without the co-operation of the United
States Commission, as indeed your Lordship may observe from my Report
No. 6 of the 31st May 1859 is in some measure the case with part of the
work already in progress.

So much of the Boundary (being, as stated in my letter just alluded to
partly that of a district likely to be required for sale and occupation at an
early period) would be of great importance to the Colony of British Colum-
bia as having been authoritatively marked out by the British Commission
though perhaps not for the present altogether recognized by the United
States Govt.

The June and September Quarter Accounts of the Commission not yet
forwarded to the War Department in consequence of my absence will show
a very great expenditure owing to the purchase of an additional number of
mules, of forage and provisions, to charges for freight, &c., and also to the
wages of muleteers, axemen, &c., during the present working season The
expenses of the Commission cannot but be very great as I on several occa-
sions intimated subsequent to my arrival in Vancouver's Island, on seeing
the state of things in the two colonies; and arising under any circum-
stances from the physical difficulties of the operations in hand.

At the time of my departure for England it was found necessary to
obtain a further supply of mules from California-the whole dependence
of the Commission from the banks of the Fraser River rests on such
means of transport over a most difficult and indeed almost impracticable
country; and they could not be dispensed with without retarding the work,
which I did not conceive it expedient to do even in view of the state of
affairs respecting San Juan and the Water Boundarv. Since leaving, I
have learnt that our advanced parties had penetrated the Cascade Moun-
tains so far as to reach waters falling towards the Columbia River, upon
which Captain Haig was about to establish an astronomical station. The
passage of the Cascades will probably prove to be one of the most arduous
portions of the whole Boundary. Much however remains to be done to
complete the work between such advanced point and the Sea; and if that
in the low grounds be not completed by what is virtually the end of the
working season I proposed to endeavour to continue it through the winter
so as not to be detained by it at the opening of next season, such a course
might however prove quite impracticable owing to wet weather, swamps
&c., and difficulty in keepiog up supplies.

I have combined the special object for which I was desirous to address
your Lordship, viz: to explain that the work of the Land Boundary Com-
mission was in full operation-with some general statements as to the pro-
ceedings and expenditure of the Commission; in the hope that under the
circumstances so detailed you may see fit to reconsider your decision on my
application at such a time to add to the number of officers attached to the
Commission, and to the consequent expense. The necessity for the services
of another officer is very fully explained in my letter of the 25th ultimo to
the Secretary for War.

I take this opportunity of stating that I have more recently submitted to
the Secretary for War some requisitions for articles for the Commission
(principally theodolites which are indispensably necessary for surveying
purposes, and minor instruments and articles), which when referred to your
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Lordship's consideration you will I hope sanction. The Theodolites are
actually in hands by the makers, as I am very desirous to take them with
me on my early return to my post.

I have the honor to be,
Your Lordship's most obedient,

humble servant,

J. S. HAWKINS,
Lieut: Colonel Rl. Engr.

H. M. Commissioner.
The Right Honble.

The Secretary of State,
for Foreign Affairs.

B.

4 NEw STREET,
SPRING GARDENS,

November 28th, 1859.

MY LoRD,-Having been permitted to peruse at the Foreign Office the
correspondence with H. M. Minister as Washington respecting the opera-
tions of the Land Boundary Commission, some questions upon which have
been referred to his decision, I perceive that a misapprehension exists as to
the proceedings of the United States Commission.

The operations contemplated in the two last clauses of the joint protocol
of 14th August 1858 and in Clause 7 of the Minutes, of 25th April, 1859,
were in full progress by the U. S. Commission up to the time of my leaving
Vancouver Island and to the latest date to which I have since received
any intelligence. These operations included the reconnaissance of the
country in advance-opening trails, the fixation of points astronomically at
considerable distances apart, and no doubt connecting by survey (but
irrespective of the parallel) the points on the Boundary derived from such
astronomical stations; besides which the U. S. Surveyors were engaged
upon the topography of the frontier when not otherwise occupied.

The U. S. Commissioner holds aloof principally by declining to define
and mark the actual and continuous Boundary,. in accordance with the
explicit instructions conveyed to me by letter No. 2, 30th March, 1858 ;
with what I presume to have been the special intention of both Govern-
ments in appointing the joint Commission; and with my own opinion of
the absolute necessity of doing so for the due performance of the duties
entrusted to us.

From Clauses 9-12 of the minutes of the 25tb April, 1859, it will also
be seen that the U-1. S. Commissioner declined to consider or proposed un-
necessarily to postpone the consideration of the astronomical results arrived
at with a view to their final or technical adoption during the progress of
the work. Such a course seems to me to be obviously necessary to remove
ail doubt of the authenticity of such results while the (possible) objecting
party is still within reach of the points of observation. Since the meetings
recorded in the above-mentioned minutes, I have proposed to the U. S.
Commissioner " that the Astronomers should interchange the observations
" and results at any original stations determined by them as soon as possible,
"and also the notes of survey from such stations to the points on the
"parallel derived from them, as being necessary "l to assure each Commis.
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"sion of the satisfactoriness of the observations, &c. before its removal
'from the neighbourhood." To.this Mr. Campbell would not accede.

There are I regret to say other minor points in which the British and
U. S. Commissions do not work with the concert which would be so con-
ducive to the agreeable, rapid and economical performance of our duties;
but with which I do not deem it necessary to trouble your Lordship.

It is however due to myself to say that I have.on several occasions stated
to the U. S. Comnmissioner my earnest desire on the part of E. M. Com-
mission " to do our full share of the work and to bear a full proportion of
'' the expense," to work in the fullest concert with the U. S. Commissionin
all details, and toact with the utmost harmony and cordiality in my com-
munications with him.

Apart from want of concert, the only portion of work I have undertaken
independently of the U. S. Commission is the actual demarcation of the
Bounclary from Seniahmoo eastwards to Sumass and Schweltza, a distance
of about 35 miles between the sea and the roots of the Cascade Mountains
-pending the reference to your Lordship for instructions as to whether in
accessible ground so important a part of the general work is to be left
unexecuted in consequence of the refusai of the U.S. Commissioner to co-
operate in it. This small portion of the Boundary will I hope be completed
this season, or so nearly so, as to make it highly desirable not to leave it
incomplete. By desire of the Under Secretary of your Department, I have
requested the opinion of the Secretary of State for the Colonies as to the
necessity for permanently marking it by iron monuments in the manner
adopted by the joint Commission on the New Brunswick and Maine
Boundary; upon which question I understand your Lordship will be com-
municated with. I may state to you, as I have stated to the Colonial
Secretary, that the astronomical points at Semiahmoo and Sumass includ-
ing a distance of about 25 miles were primarily determined by the U.S.
Commission so that no adverse question can arise about thein; while the
terms of the curve of the parallel were duly agreed upon by the joint Com-
mission, and will be carefully adhered to in laying out the intervening
space-and that the point astronomically Sxed at Schweltza within the
mountains 8 or 10 miles east of Sumass, which I propose to form the
eastern extremity of the portion of Boundary under consideration was
fixed with great care by the British Chief Astronomer and its accuracy can
be fully relied upon.

I have the honor to be,
Your Lordship's most obedient, humble servant,

J. S. HAWKIN$,
Lieut: Colonel RI. Engrs.

H. M. Commissioner.
The Right Honble.

The Secretary of State,
for Foreign Affairs.

Endorsed.

London, Novr. 28th, 1859.

Lt. Colonel Hawkins, R.E., H. M. Commissioner, B-separate. Recd.
Novr. 29th By Post. Explaining proceedings of the United States
Commission in conjunction with H. M. North American Boundary Com-
mission.
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Extract of No. 9.
letter Lieut. Bou AR COMMIssIoN CAMP,Col. HawkinsBO DAYDLS RG ,
to Secretary
of State for May 31st, 1860.Foreign
Affairs.

Extract of Letter Lieut.-Col, Hawkins to Secretary of State for Foreign
.Affairs.

My LoRD,-I have the honour to present to your Lordship the following
report of the proceedings of the North American Boundary Commission
during the season of 18.,9-60; in continuation of the narrative of the opera-
tions detailed in my despatch No. 3 of the 28th March, 1859; and with
reference to the arrangements made for their prosecution communicated to
you in letter No. 6 of the 31st -May, 1859.

2. In my last report, I informed your Lordship that Capt. Darrah, R.E.,
the Asst. Astroriomer to the Commission, Dr. Lyall, R.N., the Surgeon and
Naturalist, and a large proportion of the detachment of Royal Engineers
had proceeded to the Sumass River on the 9th April; an advanced party
having been sent there a short time previously to erect store houses in
readiness for the reception of provisions :-that Captain Haig, R.A., the
Chief Astronomer (with a few more Sappers) had gone thither on the 25th
April, after attending the meetings of the joint Commission at Semiahmoo;
and that Mr. Lord, the Assistant Naturalist and Veterinary Surgeon had
arrived at the same place at the end of April with the pack-animals and
some beef-cattle from Puget Sound.

3. Captn. Darrah proceeded at once to the neighbourhood of the Sumass
astror.omical station, and employed bis party in opening trails to the
Boundary and extending the clearing along it, which had been commenced
in the previous season and which it was now intended to complete through-
out the interval between Semiahmoo and the point on the parallel derived
from the Schweltza Astronomical station. Besides the storehouses at Sumass
sheds were erected for the accommodation of the pack-train; and the neces-
sary bridges were made over the streams on the north and west sides of
Sumass Lake, by which route communication between the depot and Captn.
Darrah's camp was maintained until it was altogether cut off by the
periodical rising of the waters which covered the prairies surrounding the
.Lake to the depth of several feet. From that time communication was kept
up by water; but provisions, &c. were transported from Capt. Darrah's
Depot to bis working parties by means of a proportion of pack-animals sup-
plied for that purpose. The surveying to ascertain the direction of the
Boundary was performed by Sappers under Captn. Darrah's supervision;
and the clearing was made by working parties-principally of hired axemen,
of such strength as could be obtained or could be conveniently employed,
until the end of July when it was found absolutely necessary to discontinue
it until later in the year, owing to the impossibility of getting men to work
on account of the indescribable annoyance caused by mosquitoes.

4. Captn. Haig remained at Sumass until the middle of May, by which
time he had stored the Depot with provisions; and he also purchased an
additional number of mules, as it soon became apparent that the strength of
our pack-train was far below the amount of work that would be required
from it-our whole dependence resting on such means of transport over a
very difficult and lengthening line of communication. Captn. Haig pro-
ceeded on the 17th May to Schweltza astronomical station which he had
occupied at the time of the previous season, but at which he wished to

iii-3
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repeat his observations with a Zenith Telescope kindly lent to the Commis-
sion by the United States Chief Astronomer. Here a good boat for
supplying and communicating with the Camp at the bend of the Lake had
to be built; the distance across being 2j miles and the inountain sides
hemming in the Lake being impassable. Captn. Haig was delayed at this
Station for a long time, viz: up to the l5th July, first by the observations
and computations but principally in consequence of the length of survey
which had to be made between the astronomical station and Parallel, which
included the labour of clearing its course. I may here remark that at the
very close of the previous year's operations when in fact the winter had set
in with severity, there was no time to select and prepare a station nearer to
the Parallel, the only approach to which at this point is up the Schweltza
Valley.

5. Whi,le Captns. Haig and Darrah were thus employed, storehouses were
in process of erection at a site selected for a Depot at the mouth of the
Chilukweyuk River for the supply of the parties at Schweltza and on the
line of operations to the eastward of that point; and as soon as possible
large quantities of provisions and foritge were stored at Chilukweyuk which
place formed our main depot during the greater part of the season. The
trail between Sumass and Chilukweyuk and that branching to Schweltza
required repair and frequent attention. Working parties were then pushed
forward upon the trail between Chilukweyuk depot and lake, a distance of
35 miles, which was greatly improved and in some places diverted-this
proved a very costly operation, but upon the good condition of the trail the
successful maintenance of a regular supply of provisions, &c. to the advanc-
ed parties with our limited pack-train very greatly depended.

8. On my arrival at Chilukweyuk, Captn. Haig was engaged at Schweltza
and Capt. Darrah at Sumass, as above stated in paragraghs 3 and 4. Lieut:
Roche was immediately employed exploring the left bank of the Chiluk-
weyuk River with the view of establishing a communication with the
Selacee Valley which is crossed by the 49th Paraliel and through which
flows a tributary of the Chilukweyuk upon which it was intended to
establish a station. He attempted to bridge the Tummeahai, a similar
tributary, some miles up which is a station of the U. S. Commission; but
this as well as the formation of a good trail was found to be impracticable.
Lieut: Roche then proceeded beyond the Chilukweyuk Lake for the pur-
pose of selecting a spot for an astronomical station between Chuckchehum
(the eastermost point fixed by the U. S. Commission in the preceding
season) and the Skagit River at which the U. S. Astronomers were then
employed but the intervening mountains proved inaccessible, at least for
such an object. He continued his explorations beyond the Skagit; a trail-
making party being employed in opening a road to the eastward, upon
wbich the U. S. Commission were also at work. The trail used between
Chilukweyuk Lake and the Skagit was reopened and improved by the
Americans before our parties had advanced so far. At the extreme of his
explorations, Lieut: Roche discovered a stream, a tributary of the Simil-
kameen, and therefore on the eastern slope of the Cascade watershed.
Upon this stream, which Capt. Haig named Roche River, a site for an
astronomical station was selected. Just at this time Lieut. Roche was
recalled to his ship owing to circumstances arising from the occupation of
the Island of San Juan by United States troops; and Capt. Haig going to
the Chilukweyuk Lake at the same time to make arrangements on his
taking charge of the Commission in consequence of his having received
information of my sudden departure for England, Lieut: Roche accom-
panied him and thus terminated his coniiection with the Boundary Com-
mission.
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9. On completing Schweltza station Capt. Haig proceeded to Chilukweyuk
Lake where he remained for a short time superintending the arrangements
for the establishment of an advanced depot at that place. The line of
communication here traverses the whole length of the lake, a distance of 5
miles (the margin being as at Schweltza impassable) for the passage of
which a large tloat or "scow " capable of containing a number of animals
had been built by a party of Sappers aided by civilians, and a canoe made
by Indians. This obstruction rendered it necsssary to keep a separate
pack-train on the eastern side of the lake to communicate with the advanced
parties while the stores at the lake depot were kept supplied by the train
travelling between it and the main depot at the mouth of the River. This
separation tended still further to cripple odr limited means of transport.
A lateral trail of à miles having been made to it Captn. Haig occupied an
astronomical station upon Roche River, the work of which he completed
between the 9th and 26th September. The parallel was here marked by a
clearing 20 feet wide across the narrow valley, with a cairn at each end of
it 4 f t. square at base and 4 ft. high. Stone was scarce ; and time pressing,
as winter was already setting in at this altitude. In consequence of Lieut:
Roche's recall to his ship and Lieut : Mayne not having been able to join
the Commission, Messrs. Calder and Macdonald had been engaged as sur-
veyors; and while Captn. Haig was employed at.Roche River station, Mr.
Calder performed the survey between it and the Skagit River, and Mr.
Macdonald that between :.he Skagit and Chilukwey.uk Lake. By the end
of September snow had begun to fall in the mountains and no more work
in advance could be undertaken. Captn. Haig and the surveyors therefore
retreated-Captn. Haig's camp on one occasion being pitched in 6 inches of
snow. The survey from the Chilukweyuk Lake to the mouth of the River,
including the connections with the Nasaquotch and Selacee Valleys here-
after men ioned in paragraph 10, wat at this sime executed by Messrs. Calder
and Macdonald; as also the survey between the latter point and the foot
of Schweltza Lake which had been connected with the astronomical station
at its head by triangulation.

10. I now continue the detail of Captn. Darrah's proceedings from para-
graph 3. Having discontinued for a time the cutting of the Boundary be-
tween Semiahmoo and Sumass, and.Schweltza as previously stated, at the
beginning of August, that offcer arrived at the right bank of the Chiluk-
weyuk River opposite the Selacee valley, in which as also in Nasaquotch val-
ley it was intended to establish stations, and to define the crossing of the
Parallel. Here iuch detention occurred in bridging the Chilukweyuk River
and in finishing a trail 61 miles long up the valley; and it was not until
the 31st August that Captn. Darrah was able to begin his observations,
which occupied him until the 11th September. Meanwhile a trail 6ý miles
long was also in progress up the Nasaquotch valley from another bridge
over the Chilukweyuk, and as soon as it was completed Captain Darrah
proceeded thither and was fortuiate in the occurrence of clear weather to
enable him to obtain a sutfciency of observations just in time. A cutting
along the Boundary across the valley was made at Nasaquotch, though
only to the extent of 300 yards, a cairn of stones was erected at the east
end of it, and a rock occurring in the Parallel on the lef t bank of the stream
was marked thus A 1-this station was occupied between the I st and 2th
October, by which time there was about a foot of snow on the ground.
Captain Darrah then returned to Selacee, and completed the work in that
valley-the bridge over the Chilukweyuk had been partially carried away
and provisions and stores had to be "packed " by Indians. A cairn of
stones 4 ft. square at base and 6 feet high was erected on the right bank of
the stream and on the left bank a waterfall occurs just on the parallel.
There was now about two feet of snow on the ground, and Captn. Darrah

iii-3M
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was in fear of being snowed up, and considered the season too far advanced
to perform the requisite cutting across the valley which was therefore left
undone. He states that the thoroughly impracticable nature of the Coun-
try in both the Selacee and Nasaquotch valleys will prevent all settling for
many years-this is doubtless so, and may be said generally of the Cascade
Mountains; but, nevertheless, the fixation of as many practicable points as
possible is even under such circumstances an important, and unfortunately
a very expensive part of the duties of the Commission.

11. On Captn. Haig withdrawing from the Mountains early in October, he
turned his attention to cutting the parallel between Sumass and Schweltza,
which had been discontinued at the end of July. Some bridges on the
trail along the east side of Sumass Lake communicating between the depot
and that portion of the Boundary, which has been washed away by the
floods had to be restored; and several miles of trail were made. Cuttings
were proceeded with as soon as possible both from the Schweltza and
Sumass points on the parallel; from the former under Captn. Haig himself ;
and from the latter under Mr. Stephens, an engaged surveyor, who had
been previously employed reconnoitring for and opening a trail between,
Langley and the Parallel. When the cuttings became visible from each
other on the 12th December, Captn. Haig found that they diflered about 8
seconds in Latitude, they were however connected, though the line thus
aeüned is obviously not strictly the Boundary of the Treaty. The season
was now so far advanced that nothing more could be done, excepting that
Captn. Darrah and his party were left at work on the section of Boundary
between Sumass and Semiahmoo as detailed below in paragraph 12. On
the 27th December, accompanied by Lieut: Wilson, Dr. Lyall, Messrs.
Lord and Banerman, and a proportion of the Detachment of Royal
Engineers, Captn. Haig left the Fraser River and retired for the winter to
Esquimault.

12. Captn.Haig being employed on the line between Schweltza andSumass;
on Captn. Darrah withdrawing from the Selacee Valley, he proceeded on
the 2lst November to open a trail (already in progress) from Fort Langley
to the Parallel between Sumass and Semiahmoo, by which route it was pro-
posed to supply the cutting parties on that section with provisions, &c.
from Fort Langley. Opening this trail to the Parallel, and then eastward
along it proved a lengthy and expensive affair, the country being very
marshy and encumbered with burnt tim ber ; and it was not until the end
of January that it was completed. Meanwhile at the end of December
Mr. Stephens, detached from Captn. Haig on completing the Sumass and
Schweltza cutting, proceeded with the work abandoned by Captn. Darrah
in July, widening to 20 feet some part of the cutting which had been pre-
viously made only 10 ft. wide, and producing it to a distance of about
11 miles f rom Sumass, to a large cranberry marsh at which it was proposed
to connect the cutting with that made from the westward. Captn. Darrah
established an astronomical station about five miles east of Semiahmoo Bay,
from which cuttings were connected east and west early in February-these
were completed by the end of February, viz: 8.8 miles to the eastward
meeting the cutting brought f rom Sumass to the Cranberry Marsh with a
discrepancy of 38 yards; and 3-3 miles to the west meeting the cutting of
1 -86 miles made by the U. S. Commission from the point of the eastern
shore of Semiahmoo Bay with a discrepancy of 3 yards. The whole distance
opened from Semiahmoo Bay to Sumass is 25 miles, and that from Sumass
to the Schweltza point is about 9¼ miles-in all 341 miles. Points on the
line were marked by pickets, and with stone when procurable-these it is to
be hoped may be easily identified i/ the permanent definition of the line is
eventually proceeded with. A few non-commissioned officers and the Sap-
pers and the packers retained in employment being left in charge of the
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horses and mules which were to be wintered on the Sumass prairie; Captn.
Darrah, Lieut: Anderson, and the remainder of the Royal Engineers with-
drew to Esquimault.

14. The operations of the season of 1859-60 have been as follows
The determination of Latitude at station 5 miles east of Semiahmoo Bay,

at Selacee, Nasaquotch, and Roche River, and also at Schweltza, the observa-
tibns taken at that station with the Zenith Telescope, being complete for
such purpose independently of those made in 1858 with an Altazimuth ; the
opening of a line through the fcrest from tht- east end of the U. S. cutting
1-86 miles east of Semiiahmoo Bay, past the Station on the parallel at
Sumass, to that at Schweltza, a distance of 32 miles, or in ail 341 miles.

The connection by survey of the stations on the Boundary extending
froin Schweltza on the west to Roche River on the east, including references
to the stations of the U. S. Commission at Chilukweyuk Lake Chukchehum
and the Skagit River. The distance along the Parallel being about 70 miles.
This survey it must be observed makes no pretence of defining the course
of the Boundary but is carried from point to point by the nearest prac-
ticable routes-a portion of it between Chilukweyuk Lake and the Skagit
River will have to be re-executed this season owing to a failure in the result
of the work performed by Mr. Macdonald. A large amount of trail-making
bridging, corduroying, &c. forming some of the most expensive and tedious
portions of the operations. Barometer reading's were taken at Chilukweyuk
Lake, and at various stations between it and Roche River-they have since
been compared with readings taken by the Royal Engineers at New West-
minster; and although the distance from New Westminster is great, from
the agreement of numerous comparisons it is probable that the altitudes so
determined cannot be much in error.

Meteorological registers were kept with regularity at the winter quarters
at Esquimault; but the observations made with the parties in the field were
too fragmentary and incomplete to be of much scientific value. Little or
nothing was do'ne towards extending topographical researches beyond the
immediate line of operations, for the determination of the Boundary, as ail
the surveyors were fully occupied in forwarding the main objects of the
Commission.

15. I must draw your Lordship's attention to the fact, that owing to the
difficulty-nay-impossibility of conducting a strictly accurate survey
through such ground as it traverses, the cutting between Semiahmoo and
Sumass does not accurately represent the Boundary, which requires to be a
line of even curvature between points on the Parallel derived from the
astronomical observations (sucb points themselves being subject to probable
and perhaps opposite errors), fulfilling certain conditions the terms of which
have been jointly agreed upon by the Chief Astronomers of the two Com-
missions. The cutting is however a near approximation to the Boundary.
With your Lordship's consent, communicated to me by the Secretary for
the Colonies, a number of iron monuments to define this portion of Boundary
(as far eastward as Schweltza) are ordered to be supplied from England;
but strict injunctions have been given to me not to place them in position
without the concurrence of my United States Colleague, who refused to
undertake any portion of such clearing excepting to a very limited extent
at points deterniined astronomically, &c. and who strenuously objected to
my doing it on the part of the British Commission even pending a reference
to H.M. Government on the subject. Should Mr. Campbell under instruc-
tions from his Government (which I was informed by General Cass would
be communicated to himu, though much would still be left to bis discretion
and judgment) consent to the proper demarcation of this portion of the
Boundary, the discrepan: ies in the meeting of the cuttings made from diff-
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erent points alluded to in paragraph 12 will have to be rectified when fixing
the monuments.

16. As stated in paragraph 11 there is also a serious discrepancy of about
8 seconds in the meeting of the cuttings east and west from Sumass and
Schweltza stations in an interval of only 91 miles. The Sumass latitude
was determined by the American Commission and verified by Captns. Haig
and Darrah, and the measurement from the station to the Parallel was also
verified. The Schweltza latitude was determined by Captns. Haig and
Darrah in 1858 with an Altazimuth, and again in the past season by Captn.
Haig with a Zenith Telescope. The determinations differed but slightly;
and that made with the Zenith Telescope was adopted, the result obtained
being more satisfactory. The station is situated at a meridional distance
of about 2Î miles from the Paralle] ; the length of traverse measurement
to the Parallel under very unfavorable conditions being 4¼ miles, that
along the meridian being impracticable. The survey was carefully made
with a reasonably good result, but the accuracy of the point on the Parallel
is no doubt affected by it; but it is probable that the larger part of the
error is due to local causes. Captn. Haig is satisfied with the accuracy of
the latitude at Sumass-the measurement to the Parallel being moreover
for only a moderate distance along the Meridian. Should the actual Bound-
ary be defined and marked as I desire, this discrepancy must be carefully
examined and rectified if possible, additional observations may be made at
Schweltza on or close to the Parallel; the point on it being attained by sur-
vey from the astronomical station on the lake being in a great measure
renoved from the influence of the mountains. In my opinion the result at
this point tends to raise doubts as to the strict accuracy of any of the
mountain stations.

17. The Country between Semiahmoo and Sumass is covered with dense
forest, and the greater part of it is flat and swampy, but it would I think
prove very suitable for agricultural purposes on being cleared. The banks
of the Fraser River near Fort Langley consist of gravel terraces rising to
100 ft in height, also covered with forests which enclose sorne small prairies.
On the west side of the Sumass River and lake is a remarkable isolated
mass of rugged Mountain, extending in nearly a N. & S. direction from the
Fraser River to the Boundary, and attaining an altitude of about 2,000 ft.
Around the Sumass Lake and extending thence to the mouth of the Chiluk-
weyuk River are ricb prairie lands of considerable extent, but they are
subject to periodical floods at the beginning of summer which detracts
greatly from their value. These prairies are alinost entirely within British
Territory. This district I consider available for immediate occupation, and
very likely to be settled upon at an early period. Indeed some persons
were already located and cattle were grazed upon the prairies, and the
authorities of British Columbia had commenced surveying operations upon
or close to the Boundary. Trails leading from the United States territory
pass through the district; and I do not hesitate to assert that strong reason
exists for the complete and final demarcation of this part of the Boundary.

Between Sumass and Schweltza the Cascade Mountains commence; and
thence to Roche River, which was the extreme point attained last season.
They continue without intermission throughout this interval the country
may confidently be stated to be unfit for settlement. As far as we have
yet penetrated, the Skagit valley is the most promising, being about a mile
in width; but it is nearly inaccessible from the British side. The trail to
the east of it rises about 6,000 feet above the level of the sea, and is
impassable on account of snow about a fortnight later in spring, and earlier
in autumn than the rest of the route; and the approach to it from the west
is long, mountainous and rugged, though of less altitude. In the Mountains
the line of operations led over two great watersheds which crossed the
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direction of the Boundary, viz: that between the Chilukweyuk and Skagit
River, flowing in opposite directions into the Fraser River (Gulf of Georgia)
and Puget Sound ; and that between the Skagit and Similkameen (Roche)
Rivers, the latter discharging itself into the Columbia by the lower part
of the Okinakane River. The Mountains throughout are precipitous and
rugged, and generally heavy timbered-the highest peaks attain an altitude
of about 8,000 feet. The mountains around Chilukweyuk Lake are 6,500,
6,200 feet high and amongst them are several small glaciers. The trail
between the Lake and the Skagit Valley passes over an elevation of about
4,000 feet, and in this range more glaciers were seen-as before mentioned
the trail beyond the Skagit reaches the height of 6,000 ft.

Enxract of Extract of letter Lieut: Col. Hawkins to Secretary of State.
letter Lieut.
Col. Hawkins
to Secretary No. 12.
of State.

BOUNDARY COMMISSION CAMP,
DALLES OREGON, U. S.

May 29th, 1860.

MY LORD,-With reference to my letter No. 9 of the 2lst inst.: detail-
ing the proceedings of the North American Boundary Commission during
the season 1859-60; I have now the honour to submit to your Lordship
some remarks on the arrangements made for prosecuting this year's opera-
tions, and on the course that will probably be taken in execution of the
duties entrusted to the Commission.

2. On arriving at Vancouver Island on the 28th March on my return
from England, I found that Captn. Haig proposed to start with the Com-
mission for the Boundary between the Cascade and Rocky Mountains by
the route of the Columbia River, as early as the 6th April or there-abouts.
The Spring was a late one; and from what I had been able to ascertain
respecting the probable condition of trails, grass for the pack-animals, &c.
I was of the opinion that the date fixed upon was too early. Moreover,
the pack-train for the previous year-always too weak in numbers, and
now reduced by casualties,'would be of but little use until very naterially
reinforced by the animals, which Mr. J. K. Lord, Assistant Naturalist and
Veterinary Surgeon, had been sent to procure in California. I met this
gentleman in San Francisco in the latter part of March, he having arrived
there only a few days before me on the above errand ; and as the animals
purchased by him were to be driven by land to the Columbia River, a distance
of about 1,000 miles, to meet the Commission at the Dalles and assist in
the transport of stores to the Boundary or its neighbourhood, it was evi-
dent they could not be there so soon, especially as they would be subject to
the same causes of delay from bad trails, want of grass, &c., that I antici-
pated for ourselves. I thought fit therefore to postpone the departure of
the Commission from Vancouver Island; but the whole force was employed
in completing our travelling arrangements, preparing equipment of all
kinds, and on numerous other duties ; and I was myself busily engaged
attending to accounts, &c., which had unavoidably fallen into arrears dur-
ing my absence.

3. The pack-train of last year (77 horses and mules) with a small party of
the Detachment of Royal Engineers and the muleteers and packers who
had been in charge of the train during the winter, were sent under charge
of Captn. Darrah from the Fraser River to Nisqually at the head of Puget
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Sound in the H. B. C. Steamer " Otter " on the 22nd April, to be driven
thence to Fort Vancouver on the Columbia River. The Body of the Com-
mission with a large quantity of stores and provisions-in fact with the
whole equipment of the Commission, as nothing was left behind in Van-
couver Island, excepting a few surplus or useless articles for sale-embarked
in the "Otter" which had been chartered for the purpose on the 28th
April and arrived at Fort Vancouver on the lst. May. The mules, &c.
from Nisqually arrived on the same day. As nothing was beard of Mr.
Lord we delaved at Fort Vancouver for some little time; but the pack-
train with Captn. Darrah, Lieut: Anderson and part of the Royal Engineers
and hired men were sent up to this place, to have the animals shod in
preparation for their journey; and stores and provisions were sent by
steamer to " Dalles City " consigned to persons with whom I had entered
into arrangements for their transport to Fort Colville. On the 17th May
the Commission were re-assembled here.

4. Mr. Lord arrived here on the 25th instant; and the new train of 77
mules and one horse with their attendants came in on the following day in
excellent order. Mr. Lord had a very long and adventurous journey; dur-
ing which two mules were lost by straying which it is hoped will have been
recovered and sold on account of the Commission; and two were stolen by
the Indians at Klamath Lake where they threatened the whole train in
great force and it was only by the greatest care and watchfulness that the
loss was so small. Captn. Haig, the Chief Astronomer and Lt. Anderson
and a proportion of the Royal Engineers and hired axemen will immediately
start with a mule train conveying his equipment, stores, and two months'
provisions, for the neighbourhood of the Similkameen River, to take up the
work in connection with the eastermost point reached last year at Roche
River. Captn. Haig will work eastward towards the Columbia River as
rapidly as possible. Lieut: Anderson will I regret to say have first to under-
take an expensive piece of re-surveying between Chilukweyuk Lake and
the Skagit River which was performed last year by Mr. Macdonald, an
engaged surveyor, which turned out worthless. Dr. Lyall, the Surgeon
and Naturalist, and Mr. Banerman, the Geologist, will accompany Captn.
Haig's party for the purpose of visiting the line of country to the east of
the mountain divide between the Chilukewyuk and Skagit Rivers, beyond
which, the weakness of our means of transport did not enable them to pene-
trate last year-they will probably rejoin head-quarters as soon as their
objects are accomplished; and I hope to afford them every possible oppor-
tunity to pursue their peculiar avocations during the season.

8. Notwithstanding the very great cost of the Commission the work will
in my opinion be left incomplete if the U. S. Commissioner does not agree
with me on some method of marking the Boundary thoroughly and per-
manently in at ieast the most accessible and practicable parts of its course.
Without his concurrence I am powerless in the matter and I beg respect-
fully to refer your Lordship to my Despatch No. 6 of the 31st May, 1859
which will shew how strenuously I endeavoured to obtain Mr. Campbell's
consent, to carry out what I conceived to be a most important object in the
labours of the joint Commission. When I was at Washington in February
last General Cass was good enough to stata to me that the views of the UJ.
8. Government as to the propriety and necessity of thoroughly defining the
Boundary under certain circumstances and in practicable cases would be
communicated to their Commissioner, but that much would necessarily
have to be left to his discretion and judgment. After what has passed
between Mr. Campbell and myself, I anxiously await his moving in the
nmatter; but should he come v;ithin reach of me during the season, I shall
not hesitate to request a meeting with him on so very important a subject,
in my opinion so very materially affecting the due performance of our duties.
Meanwhile the work of the western side of the Cascade Mountains remains
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incomplete. If the U. S. Commissioner should consent to the fixation of
the monuments provided by the British Government (of the shipment of
which for Vancouver Island I have received advice), as stated in paragraph
15 of my letter No. 9 of the 21st inst., the discrepancies in the meetings of
the cuttings between Semiahmoo, Sumass and Schweltza for a distance of
upwards of 34 miles along the Parallel require rectification, which could
be attended to when the monuments were being fixed; for the execution of
which duties I should have to detach an officer acquainted with the ground,
with a small working party. Without Mr. Campbell's consent to the com-
pletion of this portion of the Boundary little or nothing more need be done
there; and little or nothing more will probably be clone between the Cas-
cade and Rocky Mtns. than to determine points on the Parallel at con-
venient spots and distances, connected by survey sufficient to enable the
line of Boundary to be accurately mapped.

9. Everything has to be provided at Fort Colville; and I have conse-
quently purchased or ordered a supply of provisions for about 125 men for
15 months, great part of which in addition to other stores in excess of what
our pack trains will be able to carry, will have to be conveyed to Fort
Colville by hired transport for which T have made arrangements, with
experienced and reliable contractors. I regret to say that the cost of this
will be enormous, but it is quite unavoidable. The charges for transport
in this year's accounts will probably not fall much if at all short of £10,000.
I can assure your Lordship that I have used every effort to attend to and
lessen so great an expenditure and that it is a subject which gives me
never-ceasing anxiety-those only who know the circumstances of the
country, can be aware of the demands and difficulties to be encountered at
every turn, and of the impossibility of moving and maintaining a large
party without lavish outlay. I niake these few remarks as I would wish
your Lordship to believe that so serious a subject is one always pressing
upon my attention and as I said above, causing me the greatest anxiety.
I have on several occasions notified both to you, and to the Secretary for
War in whose department the details are conducted, that the cost of the
Commission would probably be excessive, and much beyond any anticipa-
tions entertained on its urganization.

F. 0.811 No. 14.
Amerca,, H. M. BOUNnARY CoMMIsSIoN
1858-63. COLVILL WASHINGToN TERRITORY

U. S. A.

Extract of letter Lieut : Col. Hawkins to Secretary oj State.

March 28th, 1861.

Extract of 3. Aq stated in paragraph 4 of my letter No. 12 Mr. Lord arrived at the
letter Lieut. Dalles on the 25th May with the mule-train from California On the same

Vol. Hawkins day and previous to M r. Lord's arrival, Captu. Haig, the Chief Astronomer,
of State. with the party to accornpany him to resume the work of the Boundary from

the most easterly point to which it had been carried in the previous year,
and his stores, provisions, &c. had moved to the north side of the Columbia
and encamped on a small stream about 8 miles from the Dalles, in readiness
to start as soonas his means of conveyance could be completed. Some days
were necessarily devoted to fitting the pack equipment of the newly arrived
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mules; and on the 4th June Captn. Haig proceeded on his march to the
Similkameen River and thence to the point on the 49th Paralle] where his
work was to begin. The party consisted of 4 officers, 20 non-commissioned
officers and Sappers, the pack-master who had accompanied Mr. Lord from
California, 20 packers and 12 axemen-the stores, &c. consisted of the
astronomical and surveying instruments and the books, camp equipments
and personal haggage, provisions for about two months and a supply of for-
age for the animals of the surveying party to be sent to Chilukweyuk Lake
on the road to which a sufficiency of grass is not to be obtained; to carry
which there were 90 pack-mules; and 30 horses and mules were provided
for the officers, packers and some others of the party whom it was considered
desirable to mount-the cavalcade was further increased by a few horses
belongin¿ to some of the men, who preferred to riding to marching under
a hot sun over a dry and sandy country. Captn. Haig also took with him
12 head of cattle to furnish an occasional supply of fresh meat during the
season. Dr. Lyall, the Surgeon and Naturalist, and Mr. Banerman, the
Geologist, accompanied Cautn. Haig, to avail themselves of the opportunity
of pursuing their scientific researches ia the part of the country they would
thus be enabled to visit; and f'?r tho beriefit of medical treatment a sick
man had to be sent with the party. Lieut: Anderson was placed under
Captn. Haig's orders for the purp-se of performing such surveying and re-
connoitring duties as were necessary. The route followed was by the U.S.
military road from the Dalles to Fort Simcoe; thence along and across the
basin of the Yakima, and up the right, or west bank of the Columbia and
Okanagan Rivers, to Lake Osoyoos which is cut by the 49th Parallel. This
route is essentially mountainous, between the Columbia River at the Dalles
and the point where it is again struck at the mouth of the Wenatchee (150
miles) ; starting from a level above the sea of about 200 feet at the Dalles,
crossing the eastern spurs of the Cascade Mountains which form the lateral
valleys on the western side of the Yakima basin at altitudes of 2,500, 3,500,
4,000, and 5,800 feet, and falling to 750 feet at the confluence of the Colum-
bia and Wenatchee. The journey between the Dalles and Lake Osoyoos, 280
miles in length occupied the time between the 4th and 28tt June; and in
its course seven rivers were ferried, either with the assistance of Indians
and their canoes, by rafting, or by hewing out canoes on the spot, which
operations caused a delay in the actual travelling of six or seven days. The
trail was in many places very difficult, and even dangerous, causing risk to
the animals and the loss of some stores by the falling of the mules. Having
reached Lake Osoyoos where the road eastward forks, Captn. Haig sent a
portion of the pack-train under charge of the pack-master to Fort Colville,
for a further supply of provisions, and continued his journey westward with
a reduced number of mules, which somewhat retarded him for a few days
from being unable to move all the baggage in one trip. By the evening of
the 3rd July the baggage was ferried across the Sirilkameen River, 30
miles from Lake Osoyoos, and 5 miles below the confluence of the Ashtnolaon
up the valley of which the trail from the Chilukweyuk Lake used by the
U. S. Commission in the previous year proceeds, and in which valley-it was
Oaptn. Haig's intention to establish a station. The camp having remained
on the left bank of the River, on proceeding to cross over on the following
morning the two canes (made on the spot) which were lashed together and
used for ferrying unfortunately swamped, owing to a high wind .and the
rapid current, and the people crossing at the time not keeping quiet, and
three Mexican packers were drowned. This melancholy occurrence prevented
any movement for that day. In about three hours two of the bodies were
found by Indians upwards of two miles below the spot where the accident
had happened, which were buried by Captn. Haig that evening. The third
body was not recovered for many weeks, when Captn. Haig rewarded some
Indians for burying it. On the 5th July the March was resumed up the
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valley of the Ashtnolaon. The distance from 'the mouth of that River to
the astronomical station selected by Captn. Haig, on its smaller or eastern
fork, was only about 22 miles; but the difficulties of the route were so great
owing to the swollen state of the river which the trail crosses and recrosses,
and especially from having to eut a new trail for about 12 miles f rom the
point of divergence from the main stream -which the existing trail follows
for some miles further, over rough ground covered in many places with a
perfect network of dry dead timber, that it was not until the 26th July
that tbe Boundary was reached. By the 5th August the necessary obser-
vations and computations at the station were completed, and the marking
of the Boundary across the valley was proceeded with. The line was
cleared of timber for a distance of l miles of which - a mile was to the
west and the remainder to the cast of the observatory ; and three pyramidal
piles of stone were erected on the most prominent places in the cutting. A
greater length of line was cleared at this place than, under the agr eement
with the U. S. Commissioner, the mouatainous and impracticable nature of
the ground demanded, owing to the movement of the party eastward being
retarded for some days by the whole of the mules baving been sent to Fort
Colville for provisions, and to have their shoeing attended to, as their feet
had begun to suffér from the very rough ground they had been travelling
over. While the Boundary line was being eut Captn. Haig proceeded as
far as Roche River which was the eastermost point he had reached in the
previous year ; and he found that Lieut: Anderson, who had been detached
on the 13th July with a surveying party had made great progress from the
Chilukweyuk Lake eastward. The work up the Ashtnolaon being completed,
Captn. Haig with his party moved eastward, and by the 27th August
reached Lake Osoyoos ; on the eastern side of which he establishhed an
astronomical station, the observations and computations at which were
finished by the 6th September. The country westward to the Similkameen
and eastward for a long distance, though hilly or even mountainous yet
being generally open, with only occasional patches of forest, and being very
suitable for such an operation it was determined -to run and mark the
Boundary line in conformity with the proposition made by me to the
United States Commissioner at the joint Commission meeting in April,
1859 (see my despatch No. 6, dated 31st May, 1859) though it was not
then adopted or even entertained by him. The valley of the Newhoialpit-
kw River, whieh the Bounaary reaches at a distance of 9 miles from Lake
Osoyoos and which it follows generally for a furtber distance of nearly 50
miles, is of very great importance ; traversed as it is by the " brigade trail"
of the Hudson's Bay Company, forming the high road between this part of
the Columbia River district and the Fraser and Thompson Rivers, and
being in fact one of the main arterial lines of communication in the coun-
try, in use probably by the Indians for ages. The mining settlement of
Rock creek, at the junction of that tributary with the main stream (itself
a tributary of the C-olumbia into which it flows 2 miles above Fort Colville)
has recently been formed on the banks of the river; and a waggon road
leads to it from the Dalles by the valleys of the Columbia and Okanagan
Rivers, by which route goods are introduced into British Columbia. Other
Auriferous streams near the Boundary have also been more or less worked
within. British and United States territory.-Furthermore, the valley con-
tains a large extent of grazing land, which is available also though perhaps
it niay not be very suitable for agricultural purposes; and settlers are
beginning to appear, though their permaanency is probably dependent on
the market offered to them by the uncertain wants of an erratic gold-seek-
ing population. From these considerations it would appear that if the
actual Boundary was to be defined by the joint Commission in any part of
the space intervening between the waters of the Pacific and the Rocky
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Mountains, the interval between the Similkameen and the Columbia
Rivers is not only of as much importance as, if it be not of greater im-
portance than, any other part of the line; but it also presented greater
facilities for the performance of the necessary operations, while it embraces
about a fourth of the whole extent of Land Boundary comprebended in the
Treaty under which the Commission was appointed. Capta. Haig there-
fore proceeded to define and mark the Boundary, westward and eastward
from Lake Osoyoos; and I may here incidentally remark on the great in-
convenience -aused by the want of at least one more oficer to undertake
and superintend this important work in concert with the Astronomer;
whereas, the season's work was materially curtailed by Captn. Haig's
detention on this operation, instead of being at liberty to push on
with the astronoinical stations in advance. On establishing the station
at Lake Osoyoos, a charred log sunk in the ground was found close to the
spot where the Parallel was suppossed to be-it was evidently a mark left
by the U. S. Commission and was presumed to be upon the Boundary
çsubsequent information has proved that it was not assumed to be exactly
so); but having no information about it, and his own deternidnation differ-
ing from it by about 4 seconds, or 407 feet, Captu. Haig took no notice of
it and proceeded to run the Parallel fron the point resulting from his owvn
observations. By the 25th September the Parallel had been so run as far
as the Similkameen, a distance of 12 miles where it was closed upon an
American monument (stone pyramid) from which it differed by 509 feet to
the north. This portion of the line runs over hills or rather low Mountains,
bare of trees and covered with grass terminating in a lofty precipice at the
Similkameen; and it was marked by six piles of stones erected on the most
prominent points. The trail from the forks of the Okanagan and Similka-
meen Rivers and from the south end of Lake Osoyoos round "the big bend"
crosses the Boundary in a pass separating the precipitous hill overhanging
the Similkameen from the mass of hills east of it; and another trail follows
a good pass in the hills between the lake and river altogether on the north
side of the Parallel. On the right or west bank of the Similkameen the
Cascade range is terminated abruptly by inaccessible mountains towering
over a narrow strip of fdat forest land between their base and river; the
width of the range in the line of the Boundary from Schweltza on the west
to the Similkemeen, being about 110 miles or 2-4 degrees of longitude.
Captn. Haig then proceeded to run the parallel eistward from Lake
Osoyoos, marking it as before by pyramids of stone about 6 ft. square at
bottom and 8 feet high, placed at the most prominent, or otherwise suitable
points. Lieut: Anderson who had hitherto been otherwise employed as
will be hereafter reported in paragraph 4, having become available on the
16th October, Captn. Haig left the completion of the line as far as its first
or western intersection with the Newhoialpitkw in the hands of that officer,
and proceeded further down the valley to Inshwointum at the western end
of the " Grande Prairie " where he established another astronomical station
on the 19th October. On the 28th, having completed the observations and
comiputations, he commenced running the parallel eastward and westward
of his observatory. The party of axemen hitherto employed with him
having been transferred to Lieut: Anderson, another cutting-party was
hired at Rock creek. Meanwhile, Lieut: Anderson continued the work
left to him by Captn. Haig which he brought to completion on the 6th
November, closing it on an American mark upon the lef t bank of the New-
hoialpitkw from which it differed 364 feet to the north. The U. S. Com-
mission had had an astronomical station at this place, and had marked the
assumed Boundary by a pile of stones, two earthen pyramids, and about a
mile of cutting on both sides but principally on the right or west bank of
the river. The length of the parallel between Osoyoos and this intersection
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of the Newhoialpitkw is 30 1-5 miles, in which distance 22 monuments
were erected. The country from the Lake to the Rock creek waggon road
is principally composed of grassy hills with only occasional patches of
timber; but froin the waggon road to the river, a distance of l 2-s miles, the
country is difficult to get through, the bills being steep and tbickly wooded.
Requiring Captn. Haig's presence at a meeting of the joint Commission,
the particulars of which will be hereafter reported in paragraph 8, I sum-
moned him to Colville, which withdrew hin from the field between the 4th
and 11 th November. Having completed the portion of work just reported
upon, Lieut: Anderson proceeded to Inshwointum, which place he reached
during Captn. Haig's abnce, and on the 9th November, he took charge of
the portion of the parallel in progress westward fromn the second crossing of
the Newboialpitkw at Inshwointum to the first crossing previously referred
to. The line proceeding eastward from Inshwointuni continued under
Captn. Haig's charge, and by the 10th December it was carried as far as
the 3rd or eastern crossing of the Newhoialpitkw at Statapuosten, being a
distance of 14¾ miles. In this neighbourhood the U.S. Commission had had
an astronomical station and Captn. Haig connected his work with the site
of their observatory ; but the very late period of the season (1859) at which
this station was occupied having prevented the marking of the parallel and
not being acquainted with the exact determination of the astronomical
point, I Zan only state that the parallel brought by Captn. Haig from his
station at Inshwointum differed from the American determination at this
point by about 180 feet to the north. Between Inshwointum and
Statapoosten 12 monuments were erected. The interval is rugged and
thickly wooded-the line traverses the northern ends of mountain spurs
which project abruptly into the valley; but as the Newhoialpitkw runs
generally parallel to it, the work was accessible from camps on the river
bank. It being now too late in the season to undertake any further
operations, Captn. Haig conducted bis party to bead-quarters and reached
this place on the 13th December. The section of work under Lieut:
Anderson's charge, 12¾. miles in length, forms the chord of an extensive
bend of the Newhoialpitkw to the South, betwee.n the first and second
crossings. The space is mountainous, the cutting throughout was through
thick timber, a trail had to be made for the use of the pack-animals con-
veying the camp equipage and provisions, and progress was much retarded
by fogs and snow, there being 15 in. of snow on the bills. On the 3rd
December the work was closed on the American determination at the first
crossing, from which it differed 300 feet to the south, or 664 feet south of
the parallel brought from Captn. Haig's determination at Osoyoos. Lieut:
Anderson then surveved around the bend of the river to Inshwointum, a
distance of 23 miles which occupied him from the 4th to the 10th December;
upon completing which he also proceeded with bis party to the winter-
quarters at Colville where he arrived on the 14th December. The season
had been unusually open and favorable; but by this time the country was
covered with snow, and continued so without intermission throughout the
winter.

4. Lieut : Anderson having accompanied Captn. Haig in his march f rom
the Dalles to the Asthnolaon, was unable to proceed at once to the Chiluk-
weyuk Lake owing to there not being a sufficiency of provisions at command
to supply the party to be attached to him for the period of bis probable
absence. He was therefore employed surveying the trail from the Similka-
meen up the Ashtnolaon valley (commencing from a point of 4 miles up the
valley) and reconnoitring and surveying the eastern fork or tributary
upon which Capta. Haig was about to fix an astronomical station. Having
on the 19th July received a supply of six weeks provisions and of grain for
the use of the pack and other animals between the Skagit river and Chi-
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lukweyuk Lake where little or no grass is to be obtained, on the following
day Lieut: Anderson commenced his march westward. On reaching the
Skagit he sent back the greater part of the animals which had accompanied
him so far, depositing a large portion of his stores " en cache." Mr. Ban-
erman also returned from that point, having accompanied Lieut: Anderson
for the purpose of observing that portion of the country in extension of the
opportunity for observation afforded him in the preceding year as far as the
western watershed of the Skagit, which he had on that occasion approached
from the westward. Ou the 26th July Lieut: Anderson commenced a sur-
vey between the Skagit river the Chilukweyuk Lake which as stated in my
despatch No. 12 dated 28th May 1860 was unfortunately rendered neces-
sary by the unsatisfactory nature of the work performed by Mr. Macdonald,
one of the surveyors temporarily engaged in 1859. This survey of 27 miles
and a connection with the U. S. astronomical station south of the Lake
was completed by the 8th August. By the 13th August Lieut: Anderson
with bis party had returned eastward to Roche River, which was the extreme
point attained to from the westward in the season of 1859. From the 14th
August to the 5th September the survey was continued eastward from
Roche River to the point left on the Ashtnolann on the 19th July, and a
connection was made with a station of the U. S. Commission up the Pasayten
river a distance in all of about 50 miles. In that time Lieut: Anderson
also made a reconnaissance to the north down the Pasayten for about 20 miles,
which occupied him four days, but which he could not.extend further from
being unable to carry a sufficiency of provisions, &c. with him-he came
within sight of the Similkameen, but was unable to reach the confluence of
the rivers, well known as the " Vermillion fork " along which the " brigade
trail " passes. The Pasayten seems to be the tributary or branch of the
main stream known more generally as the " south fork of the Similkameen "
on which during the last year there has I believe been a good deal of ·gold
mining. Lieut: Anderson then commenced a survey up the main stream
of the Ashtnolaon, which from near the point where the trail leaves it turns
to the south and crosses the 49rh parallel between its smaller and eastern
fork and the Pasayten, but in consequence of the valley being completely
blocked up with fallen timber, he was compelled to abandon it and content
himself with a reconnaissance to the neighbourhood of the Boundary. The
whole of this work, which had thus occupied the time between the 9th July
and 7th September, lay in a thickly wooded and mountainous region;
and even as early as the beginning of September snow fell to the depth of
eight inches on the summit between Pasayten and Ashtnolaon, in which
neighbourhood the party was then at work. Lieut: Anderson next pro-
ceeded to continue the survey eastward from above the confluence of the
Ashtnolaon and Similkameen to an American monument (stone pyramid)
assumed to be on the Boundary on the left bank of the Similkameen-
thence to the forks of the Similkameen and Okanagan Rivers, and up the
western side of the Okanagan and Lake Osoyoos to a monument placed by
Captn. Haig also on the assumed Boundary. This distance of 47 miles over
open and favorable country was completed in eight days. At Lake Osoyoos
Lieut: Andersnn rejoined Captn. Haig, by whose directions he was engaged
until the end of the month triangulating the lake and obtaining the topo-
graphy of -the neighbourhood. On the 2nd October he proceeded on a
reconnaissance of th3 country between the Okanagan Lake and the New-
hoialpitkw valley. This occupied him until the 13th October, during which
time he travelled 132 miles over country throughout the greater part
of which no trails existed. The route followed was northward along
the Okanagan valley to the south end of the great Okanagan Lake in about
Latitude 49 30'-thence eastward following the course of small streams
falling to the west and east, and over a high swampy table land forming the
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divide until a large stream, flowing to the south, was struck which proved
to be the Toyepe a tributary of the Newboialpitkw with which it forms a
junction about 6 miles above the settlement of Rock creek. The object of
this reconnaissance, as nlso that down the Pasayten was the extension of the
neighbouring topography ; a service upon which I much regret that the
necessities of the Boundary work and surveys have throughout prevented
more attention being bestowed. Having again rejoined Captn. Haig on
the 15th October, Lieut : Anderson's proceedings from that date have been
recorded above in paragrapli 3.

5. Captn. Haig with a party of officers and men and a large proportion
of the stock of animals having, as reported in paragraph 3 proceeded on bis
way on the 4th June, I was left at the Dalles with very limited means of
transport for the remainder of the personnel and stores of the Commission;
and it therefore became necessary to send all the stores, &c. which the
remaining mules were able to carry to Walla Walla by water. The stores
having therefore been conveyed to the " des Chutes," the upper end of the
15 miles of " portage " between the Dalles and Walla Walla, on the 12th
June Captn. Darrah and Lieut: Wilson with 24 non-commissioned officers
and Sappers, and 9 axemen proceeded by steamer to old Walla Walla, at
which place they awaited my arriva]. Two packers were also sent with this
party to prepare the pack-gear for the additional mules to be obtained at
Walla Walla. On the 13th June, after the unavoidable loss of four valu-
able weeks at the Dalles, accompanied by· Mr. Lord 9 a: c: officers and
Sappers, 4 axenien, 8 packers and a herdsman, with a train of 31 pack-
mules, 12 riding mules and horses, 24 head of cattle and several horses
belonging to the men, I left the Dalles. We arrived at old Walla Walla
on the 21st after a march of about 125 miles; and as stated in paragraph
2, Mr. Lord and 1, on the following day, went to new Walla Walla, to
complete the necessary arrangements for the purchase of additional mules.
We returned the day after, and were busily occupied until the 27th collect-
ing the newly purchased animals, fitting their equipment, &c. I also bought
a further supply of 31 head of cattle as they could be obtained here on
favorable terms. On the 25th June, Lieut: Wilson, the Quartermaster
Sergeant, and a Sapper proceeded in advance to Fort Colville to receive
over from the contractor for transport such of our freight as might have
arrived there; and a non-commissioned officer had been sent f rom the Dalles
on the 22nd May to be on the spot on the first arrival of any of the stores
On the 28th June, accompanied by Captn. Darrah, Mr. Lord, 31 non-com-
missioned officers and Sappers, 13 axeman, 10 packers and a herdsman,
with 96 pack and riding animals and the herd of cattle, the journey was
resumed. The distance to Fort Colville is about 200 miles, and on the
12th July we encamped in the neighbourhood of that place, on the left bank
of the Columbia. As the waggon road does not extend further, and trails
branch here to the north, east and west, I had determined to fix the head
quarters of the Commission here ; considering indeed that I had hardly any
choice. I had made an arrangement with the Chief Officer of the Hudson's
Bay Company on the Pacific Coast to avail myself of such storage as the
Company's post could afford or spare, and all the stores conveyed by the
contractor had been directed to this point.

6. The next step nocessary was to despatch Captn. Darrah with an
astronomical and surveying party to proceed with the work of the Boundary
eastward f rom the intersection of the Columbia River by the 49th parallel.
Here again some delay occurred owing to the irregular arrival from below
of some necessary articles and it was not until the 26th July that Captn.
Darrah was on the move. His party consisted of 12 non-commissioned
officers and Sappers, and 9 axemen with a train of 87 riding and pack-
animals and the usual proportion of packers. Having to cross to the right
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bank of the Columbia, 400 yards wide it this place, and knowing that
frequent communication would be necessary throughout the season, I pur-
chased a ferry boat which had been built in the previous year principally
for the use of the U.S. Commission. I should have preferred to build one
as being probably the most economical plan, but there was not time to do
so and the first day's use of it went a long way towards saving its cost.
Captn. Darrah proceeded with all possible dispatch to occupy an astrono-
mical station at the intersection by the parallel of the "Pend d'oreille
river" or Clark's fork. Having to re-cross the Columbia between the
Hudson's Bay Comnpany's post at Fort Shepherd and the mouth of the Pend
d'oreille, about 40 miles from Fort Colville and just above the Boundary,
somewbat later in the year I built a ferry-boat at bhis spot to facilitate
communication and the keeping up of supplies. While a bridge was being
made over the Salmon River and some miles of trail cut, Captn. Darrah
undertook a reonnaissance between the Columbia and Kootenay Rivers
for the purpose of ascertaining the nature of the country in which the work
had to be perfored-this occupied him sixteen days-the result was not
very eneouraging, the intervening space being mountainous and extremely
rugged; and as it presented no facilities whatever for the formation of a
trail in the general direction of the Boundary, it was determined to make
one in as straiglit a course as it was possible for pack-animals to travel
over. Having visited the stone pyramid and cutting, marking the deter-
mination of the U.S. Commission of the Boundary, at the western inter-
section of the Kootanay, Captn. Darrah returned by way of the Kootenay
Lake and the Kootenay and Columbia Rivers. Between the 27th August
and the 14th September the necessary observations and computations at the
astronomical station on the Pend d'oreille were completed; but it was not
until the 13th October that observations at the second station at the
western base of the divide between the Pend d'oreille and Kootanay Rivers
were commenced, owing to Captain Darrah's reports to the extreme diffi-
culty of opening a trail into what under other circumstances would be con-
sidered a thoroughly impracticable and impenetrable country, and that too
with a very limited working party, though the distance by trail from the
Pend d'oreille is only 121 miles, or 8½ miles along the parallel. Captn.
Darrah was occupied at this station from the 12th to the 2lst October, and
he then moved further eastward. The trail, which was surveyed through-
out the Columbia for the connection of the astronomical determinations of
the Boundary, was continued to the summit of the divide, a further
distance of 10 miles, or 7¾ miles along the parallel-this point was reached
by the 31st October. Snow had now begun to fall and was indeedi about
two feet in depth on the summit, and the surface of the ground was frozen
so that side-cutting for advancing the trail became impossible; upon which
Captn. Durrah thought it necessary to fall back. He therefore returned to
bis second station, where he marked the Boundary by 1l miles of cutting
in the valley as the western foot of the water-shed, and with a pyramid of
stones at the eastern end of the cutting. Even from this place bis
departure was hastened by the increasing depth of snow on the lower
ground, as with such trails in such a country it would have been dangerous
to have risked been snowed up; and on the 17th November the party fell
further back to the station on the Pend d'oreille River, which was also
marked by a cutting of one and one quarter miles carried up the bills on
each side of the river, and by a stone pyramid 8 feet square at bottom and
12 feet high on each bank. On the 30th November, an astronomical
station was occupied on the left or eastern bank of the Columbia for the
purpose of ascertaining the point of intersection of that river by the 49th
Parallel. The Ul. S. Commission had in the previous season macle obser-
vations on the right bank, and marked the determination by a cairn and
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cutting-this cairn was found to be already partially destroyed, probably
by Indians who had apparently made use of some of the stones in the con-
struction of a marten trap near the spot. Having completed the obser-
vations at this station, the party was withdrawn for the winter and reached
head-quarters on the 16th December. Besides the survey along the trail
from the Columbia to the summit of the divide between the Pend d'oreille
and Kootenay Rivers, surveys were made by a detached party southward
down the Columbia, and thence up the valley of the Newhoialpitkw closing
on Captn. Haig's work at Statapoosten-these surveys comprised a distance
of about 72 miles; and were intended to form connection with this place
(nearly opposite the confluence of the Columbia and Newhoialpitkw) where
observations for latitude and longitude have been made during the winter,
and between Captns. Haig and Darrah's wore in the event of the direct
connection not being made during the season as turned out to be the case.

Part of 7. 7. As soon as I could close and despatch the accounts, &c., in hand, and
dispose satisfactorily of other business, on the 3rd October, I started for the
purpose of inspecting the ine of Boundary to the westward, and the ope-
rations in progress upon it, meaning to go as far as the advanced season
would allow me. Mr. Lord accompanied me for the purpose of collecting
specimens of natural- history during our journey. By the 18th October we
reached the summit of the mountains between the Ashtnolaon and Pasayten
Rivers, six weeks previously there had been nearly a foot of fresh snow on
this spot; and though it had now disappeared the weather was very cold
and any change might have caused us to be snowed in. The further trail
to the Chilukweyuk Lake, which point, I much wished to have reached was
very bad, and over continuous mountains ; I was hardly provided with a
sufficiency of transport and provisions to have gone so far; and I should
not have been able to visit the Pasayten, Roche River and Skagit stations
which lay off the trail-we therefore returned, though very unwillingly. I
visited the intersection of the Bou ndary with the eastern fork of the Asht-
nolaon which is most satisfactorily marked for the present; though I cannot
affirm that demarcation by cairns and cuttings which was alone practicable
in these mountains can be considered to be permanent, without attenrion
and verification from time to time by the local authorities (of both nations),
which in these remote and almost inaccessible places would be almost im-
practicable and could not but be expensive. I then examined the line of
Boundary which had been admirably laid out and marked undpr Captn.
Haig's directions, from the Sîmilkameen nearly to the first or westermost
crossing of the Newhoialpitkw; Lieut : Anderson being then engaged com-
pleting the last few miles. I visited Captn. Haig's camp on my way out;
and again on my return, at which time he was employed at the second
crossing of the Newhoialpitkw at Inshwointum, having just completed his
astronomical observations, &c. and being about to commence running the
line :-and I also visited Lieut : Anderson's camp, that officer being as above
stated then engaged in completing the section of the parallel between the
Osoyoos station and the U. S. station at the first crossing of the Newhoial-
pitkw. It was my intention, on returning from this trip to visit the work
in Captn. Darrah's hands eastward of the Columbia before the close of
the season; but while travelling on the 3rd November I was met by a
communication announcing the return of the U. S. Commissioner and the
Chief Astronomer from the Rocky Mountains (eastern extremity of the
Boundary) with a proposition from Mr. Campbell for an immediate meeting
of the joint Commission before his "final" departure from the field to
Washington. I sent on the messenger to summon Captn. Haig to Colville
to attend the proposed meeting; and on the same day Mr. Lord and I with
our attendants and train reached the head-quarter camp.

iii-4
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8. Captn. Haig having come in on the :5th November on the following
day he and I with Lieut: Wilson the Secretary, proceeded to the U. S.
military post at Fort Colville (then called Harney Depot) where I had pro-
posed to hold the joint Commission meeting, as the weather was thensevere
and I had at that -time no suitable accommodation-to offer the «U. S. officers.

No. . The joint Commission met on the 6th, and the sittings were continued on
the 7th and 8th November; and I have the honour to submit herewith to
your Lordship a copy of the joint minute recording the general result of
our deliberations. In this minute it will be observed that the demarcation
by iron monuments (already provided from England and now at Vancouver
Island) of the Boundary from the sea to the western base of the Cascade
Mountains; and by stone beacons of the portions berween the Similkameen
and Columbia R3vers, was agreed upon-a result most satisfactory to me,
as I considered this a very essential part of the duties of the joint Commis-
sion, for. the performance of which I had contended unsuccessfully at the
last Commission meeting in April 1859: and the demarcation of the Bound-
ary from the Similkameen eastward had been proceeded with during the
current season for the reasons given in paragraph 3 of this letter without
any agreement with the U. S. Commissioner to that effect. The portions
of the Boundary alluded to in paragraph 2 of the minute, in the valley at
the eastern crossing of the Kootenay River, and the space between the
Kishenehu and Flathead Rivers, were marked by the U. S. Commission, in
the course of the past season, and are represented to be the only practicable
openings, between the Columbia and Rocky Mountains. The minute
further records a general acknowledgement of the separate operations of the
two Commissions, subject to examination and revision on the completior of
the field work -this too was satisfactory, and in my opinion necessaay; as
hitherto there had been a want of concert between the Commissions, whi.h
left me in doubt as to what would or would not be acknowledged by my
colleague on the termination of the work. It now seems to me that, the

general operations of the two commissions being mutually admitted, there
will be no difficulty in bringing our labours to a satisfactory conclusion in
whatever way the two Governments may consider necessary ; and I think
therefore that the joint Protocol is of much greater importance than the
simplicity :f its terms would indicate. Clause 1 covers discussion on many
points connected with the work, which it was considered unnecessary or
inexpedient to record in detail ; and I have great satisfaction in stating
that the proceedings of the meeting were characterised by harmony and
moderation, and formed a marked contrast to the meeting in April 1859
which rose almost without result and without assenting to any joint record.
A few days after the meeting the U. S. Commissioner proceeded on his way
to Washington.

9. The operations of the season 1860-1 have been as follows: The deter-
mination of Latitudes at Ashtnolaon, Osoyoos, Inshwointum, the eastern
bank of the Columbia, the Pend d'oreille, and the western foot of the
divide between the Pend d'oreille and Kootenay Rivers. The laying out
and marking by a series of 54 stone beacons or Pyramids, and by cuttings
through the woods where necessary of 70 miles of the Boundary from the
Shimilkameen to Statapoosten on the Newhoialpitkw--this will require
revising, the nature and cause of which I propose to explain in my letter
detailing the arrangements, &c for conducting the present year's work (No.
15 dated 12th April). The marking of the Boundary by shorter cuttings
and by cairns at the Ashtnolaon and Pend d'oreille, and at the station east
of the latter. The connection by survey of the interval between Roche
River and the Similkameen, including branch surveys to the stations up the
valleys of the Pasayten and Ashtnolaon ; the necessary surveys between the
Similkameen and Statapoosten; the survey between the Columbiaand the
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summit of the divide between the Pend .d'oreille and Kootenay Rivers ; and
the surveys between the intersection by the parallel, of the Columbia River
and Statapoosten, by the course of the Columbia River and Newhoialpitkw ;
comprising between Roche River and the most easterly point reached a
distance of 158 miles along the 49th parallel also the resurvey of the space
between the Chilukweyuk Lake and the Skagit River, a distance along the
parallel of 15½ miles. The necessary trail-making, bridging, &c, which have
as usual proved some of the most expensive and tedious of all the opera-
tions-especially to the eastward of the Columbia.

Reconnaissance expeditions made by Lieut. Anderson and recorded in
paragraph 4, for the purpose of obtaining topographical information in the
neighbourhood of the Boundary. More extensive researches of this nature
would have been very desirable but the pressing claims of the immediate
object of the Commission prevented their being undertaken.

The progress from the time that the parties were able to get to work until
the close of the season which was protracted by the unusual continuance of
fine and open though very cold weather until the middle of December was
as rapid as the strength of the several parties, nature of the country, means
of communication, provisioning, &c. would allow; excepting in the section
of the work to the eastward of the Columbia in which the progr- was
lamentably small, the length of boundary determined being very short., and
the cost consequently proportionally large. I was greatly disappointed at
this work not having been carried as far as the western crossing of the
Kootenay; but Captn. Darrah asserts the impossibility of more having been
done with the means placed at his disposal; and he states that even had
he been enabled to penetrate further late in the season, he would have risked
having bis retreat intercepted by the snow-no communication had been
opened on the side of the Kootenay. by which route he might otherwise
have retired. The interval between the Pende d'oreille and Kootenay is
perhaps as difficult, if not more difficult to penetrate than any equal portion
of the whole line-it appears to present no accessible points, and hence the
necessity of the direct manner of approaching the work which Captn.
Darrah adopted. Even the connection to be made this year from the valley
of the Kootenay with the point attained on the watersbed will probably
be found to present very great difficulties, though the distance is but 10
or 12 miles. A connection between the Pend d'oreille and Kootenay cor-
prising an interval of about ¾rds of a degree of Longitude, was necessary
to the due completion of the work ; or otherwise the determination of the
Boundary at its intersection with the rivers would probably have been
practically sufficient for many years to come, had an arrangement to that
effect been entered into by the Commissioners; but without such an agree-
ment, I was desirous on the part of the British Commission to define the
Boundary throughout as completely as was practicable, though the difficul-
ties encountered proved greater than were anticipated. I had also hoped
that the work to the west of the Columbia would have been carried as far
as that river in the past season; but the more complete manner in which
the Boundary between the Similkameen and Statapoosten was defined
than was at first intended necessarily curtailed the expected progress.
About 25 miles of unsurveyed and unmarked mountain still intervene
between Statapoosten, and the intersection of the Columbia.

10. Some marks made in paragraphs 3, 4 & 6 will indicate the general
character of the country in which the years' operations have been con-
ducted. Continuous mountains practically nearly impenetrable extend from
the Sumass prairies on the west to the Similkameen River on the east, a
distance along the Boundary of about 110 miles or nearly 2 degrees of
Longitude; and mountains again present themselves from the Columbia,
eastward. These mounrain regions are quite unfit for settlement and are of

iii-4½
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little or no present value except as hunting grounds for the Indians, and
they are even very partially penetrated by those people. The immediate
value of the valleys of the Newhoialpitkw and Similkameen and the
adjacent grassy hills depends altogether on the development of the gold
deposits within British territory east of the Cascade Mountains. The
extension of population, the grazing capabilities of the country, and such
inducements for agriculture as local requirements mighb present though the
soil generally is of a very indifferent character, might lead to partial settle-
ment; the permanence of which would probably be altogether dependent
on the continuous production of gold. The only extensive openings into
British territory northward are the valleys of the Columbia and Okanagan
Rivers. The former is represented to be very sterile, and it does not seem
to support any-large number of Indians. The latter is more populous. Its
southern end was visited by Lieut: Anderson who stated that he received
very favorable accounts of it from the Indians. It is of considerable width:
open and grassy; and a large proportion of its bottom is occupied by very
extensive shallow lakes. The great Lake is reported to be 90 or 100 miles
in length-a trail follows its course throughout, and was much used by gold
seekers on their way to Thompson and Fraser Rivers in 1858, 9 ; the divide
between the Fraser and Okanagan basins at about the upper end of the
lake, not being more than 10 or 15 miles in width. It is said that snow
does not exceed a few inches in depth in winter, thus offering facilities for
the keeping of stock; and the same character is given to some spots in the
Newhoialpitkw valley.

11. All the members of the Commission having assembled at this place
by the middle of December, throughout the winter the reduction of the
observations, surveys, &c. made during the season, plotting the work, &c.
have been actively in progress; drawing and computing offices having been
at once established, and as many of the men having been employed on those
duties, under the supervision of the several officers, as were required or were
competent to undertalze them. An observatory having been erected amongst
the other buildings, Capts. Haig and Darrah have been engaged making
numerous observations for the determination of the absolute longitude of
this place, and also for its latitude, for the purpose of referring the results
to the map produced by the astronomical and surveying operations on the
Boundary. Preparations for resuming the work in the coming season have
also been in active progress throughout the winter, in the complete repair
of the tents, equipment of all sorts, pack-gear, &c. &c.; and every effort
has been made to keep the men usefully employed, and to get everything
into readiness for taking the field effectually by the earliest date that
travelling becomes practicable.

14. I have the honor to enclose a copy of tracing showing the course of
the Boundary from the Gulf (Straits) of Georgia to the western crossing
of the Kootenay River, explanatory of the above long report. I trust I
shall not be considered to have entered into too great detail; but I am
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most anxious that your Lordship should be very fully informed of the whole
of the proceedings of the Boundary Commission during the past twelve
months.

I have the honor to be,
Your Lordship's most obedient,

humble servant,
J. S. HAWKINS.

Lieut: Colonel 1. Engre.
H. M. Commissioner.

Endorsed.
Letter No. 14 (with two enclosures).

March 28th, 1861.

Report of proceedings of North American
Boundary Commission during 1860,1.

Copi,

J. S. HAWKINS,
Lieut: Colonel RI. Engrs.,

H. M. Commissioner.

March 28th, 1861.

HARNEY DEPOT, WASHINGToN TERRITORY, U. S.

Meetings of the joint Commission for determining and marking the Land
Boundary between the British Possessions and the United States, on the
49th Parallel of North Latitude west of the Rocky Mountains under the
Treaty of the I5th June, 1846. at the office of the United States Boundary
Commission, Harney Depot, Washington Territory, U. S. on the 6th, 7th
and Sth .November, 1860.

Present-
John Summerfield Hawkins, Lieut: Colonel Royal Engineers, Her Majesty's

Commissioner for ascertaining and marking out the line of Boundary, from
the point on the 49th Parallel of North Latitude where the Boundary laid
down in existing Treaties and Conventions between Great Britain and the
United States terminates, to the point at which the 49th Parallel of North
Latitude strikes the eastern shore of the Channel which separates the Con-
tinent from Vancouver's Island.

Robert Wolsely Haig, Captain, Royal Artillery, Chief Astronomer on
the part of the British Commission.

Charles William Wilson, Lieutenant, Royal Engineers-Secretary to the
British Commission.

Archibald Campbell, Esqre., Commissioner on the part of the United
States, to carry into effect the first Article of the Treaty of June 15th,
1846, between the United States and Great Britain.

Lieut: John G. Parke, Topographical Engineers, Chief Astronomer and
Surveyor on the part of the United States to carry into effect the first
Article of the Treaty aforesaid.

William I. Warren, Secretary to the United States Commission.
1. The operations of the British and United States Commissions from the

western terminus of the Land Boundary at Point Roberts to the eastern
terminus at the summit of the Rocky Mountains were mutually explained;
and the future course of operations in the field was discussed.

2. The Commissioners agreed that the portion of the Boundary extending
from the western terminus at Point Roberts to the western slope of the
Cascade Mountains be marked by iron monuments at suitable intervals.
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That the portion extënding from the crossing of the Boundary at the Sim-
ilkameei river eastward towards the Columbia river be marked by stone
beacons, exclusive of the intervals which from their rugged and mountain-
ous nature may render such minute marking of the Boundary unnecessary.
That the portion of accessible ground in the valley at the eastern crossing
of the Kootenay River be also marked by stone beacons- and that the
space between the Kishenehu and Flathead Rivers be marked in a similar
manner.

The Commissioners agreed that the points on the Boundary ascertained
by the two Commissions by the determination of astronomical points at
convenient intervals be acknowledged; subject to the future mutual exam-
ination of the astronomical observations and of their results, on the final
completion of the field operations.

(Signed) J. S. HAWKINS,
Lieut. Colonel RI. Engrs.

H. B. M. Commissioner.

Hovember 8th, 1860.

(Signed) ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL,
U. S. Commissioner.

November 8th, 1860.

Endorsed.
Minute of proceedings at the joint commission for determining and

marking the Land Boundary between the British Possessions and the
United States on the 49th Parallel of North Latitude, November 8th, 1860.

Inclosure No. 1 in Despatch No. 14, dated March 28th, 1861.
Endorsed.

Sketch map of the Boundary between the British Possessions and the
United States, on the 49th Parallel of north Latitude, from the Gulf of
Georgia to the western crossing of the Kootenay River.

Enclosure No. 2 in Despatch No. 14, dated 28th Marcb 1861.

No. 15.
H. M. BOUNDARY CommssIox.

COLVILLE, WASHINGTON TERRITORY, Ui. S.
12th April, 1861.

Extract of Extract of Letter, Lieut : Colonel Hawkins to Secretary of State.
Letter, Lieut.
Pe HawkIns My LoRD, In my accompanying letter No. 14 of the 28th ultimo I haveto Secretary
of State. detailed at great length the proceedings of the North American Boundary

Commission during the past season; and I now beg permission to submit
to your Lordship some remarks upon the arrangements for and prospects of
the season now about to open.

2. The work remaining to be doue between the Cascade and Rocky
Mountains consists of the necessary surveys, &c., in the space of about 125
miles between tbe western watershed of the western Kootenay which was
the most easterly point attained to last year, and the intersection by the
49th Parallel by the crest of the Rocky Mountains which forms the eastern
extremity of the Boundary under the Treaty of the 15th June, 1846,
entrusted to the joint Commission; and the survey and demarcation of the
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interval of about 25 miles between Statapoosten on the Newhoialpitkw
River and the Columbia. The United States Commission were engaged
throughout the past season on the space between the western crossing of
the Kootenay and the Rocky Mountains; and exclusive of the most
easterly astronomical station on the watershed of the Rocky Mountains,
they would appear to have occupied all the most accessible points, viz: the
eastern and western intersection of the Kootenay; an intermediate point
on the Mooyie a tributary of the Kootenay; and a point between the
eastern Kootenay and the Rocky Mountains on the Kishenehu, a tributary
of the Flathead which is the sane stream that is called lower down, the
Pend d'oreille or Clark's Fork. Though we have not had an opportunity
of examining the astronomical determinations of the United States Com-
misssion, they are understood to be perfectly satisfactory, and it may be
assumed that the points on the Bonndary derived from them are accurate.
The United States Commission have moreover cut and marked two portions
of the Boundary viz: across the valley at the eastern intersection of the
Kootenay, and between the Kishenehu and Flathead which are represented
to be the only practicable parts of the line for such purpose.

3. From what we understand to be the nature of the country, it appears
doubttul if it will be practicable to occupy more than two other astronomical
stations, viz: one on the Yah'k, another tributary to the Kootenay to the
east of the Mooyie; and another on the head waters of a stream (the
Wigwam River?) flowing into the Kootenay from the eastward between
that river and the Flathead. I am very desirous that observations and
corresponding results shLould be obtained at these places, both to complete
the mountain series, and to preserve as nearly as possible the alternation of
points so fixed which has been the general rule by which the two Com-
missions have been guided. Captain Haig, the Chief Astronomer, pro-
poses to proceed to the eastern extremity of the Boundary so as to arrive
there as soon as the advance of the season will allow him ro do so :-and
having observed at that point, in the absence of the Commissioner, I have
arranged with Lieut: Parke, the U. S. Chief Astronomer that he (Captain
Haig) is at liberty to adopt the U. S. determination, to assume a mean
between it and his own, or to deal otherwise with it in such manner as the
result of his proceeding may show to be necessary; no doubt being enter-
tained as to a near and satisfactory agreement. Besides the above three
astronomical points, the work will comprise the necessary connecting surveys
throughout the line, including references to the U. S. stations, and as much
of the neighbouring topography as the strength and time at command will
permit to be obtained.

4. It is so essential that this section of the Boundary should be completed
this year without fail, and the division of the mule-train on which our move-
ments entirely depend would so materially increase the difficulties of com-
munication, &c. that I have determined to employ the whole force of the
Commission between the western Kootenay and the Rocky Mountains,
with the hope of completing that portion of the work by such a date as to
leave time for further proceedings elsewhere, to which I propose to refer
below in paragraphs 5 and 9. It is right I should here state that I expect
to find our movements much facilitated by the bridges, trails, &c. made by
the U. S. Commission for their own use during the past year; and I bave
been obligingly furnished with a sketch of the. country resulting from a
reconnaissance and surveys of that Commission, and with much valuable
information as to routes, &c. But still, the country is rugged, the trails
are circuitous, and the distances to be travelled over are very great, and the
" feed " for anirnals is generally sparse and indifferent. The travelling and
provisioning of both men and animals have, throughout the expedition,
been the greatest drawbacks to progres !
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5. Captain Haig and Lieut: Anderson will first take up the interval
between the eastern Kootenay and the summit of the Rocky Mountains.
Besides astronomically determining the eastern extremity of the Boundary
this space will comprise the proposed station between the Kootenay and
Flathead rivers ij it be found accessible. Capt. Darrah will undertake
the work from the eastern Kootenay, westward, including the proposed
station on the Yah'k ; the approaches to the valley of the Yah'k both by
the watershed between it and the eastern Kootenay, and on the west
side by the watershed between it and the Mooyie, are represented to be
most difficult. Besides my desire to secure an astronomical station between
the Mooyie and eastern Kootenay, the route by the Yah'k presents the
most direct course for a survey between the eastern and western Kootenay,
which would otherwise have to fol[ow a most circuitous course either up or
down the Kootenay. On completing the work between the Rocky Moun-
tains and the eastern Kootenay, it is proposed that Captn. Haig should
return without delay to this place, and then proceed with the short but
mountainous interval between the Columbia and Newhoialpitkw. It is
hoped that Capt. Darrah may make bis way from the e)stern Kootenay, at
least as far as the U. S. station at the Mooyie in good time ; upon which he
will be disposed of in the manner that I propose to indicate below in
paragraph 9. Should Captn. Darrah not have reached the western Koote-
nay, and it is very improbable that he will have done so, Lieut: Anderson
will relieve him and complete that work, including the connection with the
point attained in the past season on the western watershed of the Kootenay.

6. In paragraph 9 of my letter No. 14 of the 28th ultimo, I stated that
the Boundary so carefully and completely defined and marked by Captn.
Haig and Lieut: Anderson in the past season, between the Similkameen
and the western intersection of the Newhoialpitkw at Statapoosten would
require revision. This necessity arises from the connections made between
the various British and American points on the Boundary derived f rom the
astronomical operations at the several stations showing great and unex-
pected discrepancies in the latitude of the points. The results of the astro-
nomical operations by both Commissions seem to be in the highest degree
satisfactor y ; the points on the 49th paraliel derived from those results are
not liable to errors which can be detected at the stations themselves: the
country through which the connections have been made is of a generally
favourable character ; and the method of connection does not permit of
errors at all approaching in magnitude the discrepancies found to exist.
There seems to be no way of explaining these discrepancies except by
attributing them principally to local causes affecting the astronomical
observations similar to those vitiating the determinations at Schweltza
alluded to in paragraph 16 of my despatch No. 9 dated 21st May, 1860;
and which probably affect more or less every station between the sea and
the Rocky Mountains. Two ways of dealing with this difflculty presented
themselves either to connect the adjacent stations by curves representing
and having the properties of the 49th parallel (there being no apparent
reason for preferring or rejecting the determination of any one of the
stations) which might have been the preferable method had there been
grounds for suspecting the accuracy of the manner of making the connec-
tions, and which. will be followed in revising the line between Semiahmoo
and Sumass; or to adopt a mean ptrallel from the continuation of the
several astronomical results and their connections, from that mean to cor-
rect the result obtained at each station and to run, and mark a parallel
coinciding with those corrections. There are two British and *three U. S.
determinations of latitude in the space of nearly 65 miles, from between
the Similkameen River and Osoyoos Lake, to Statapoosten, the greatest
discrepancy is between the British station at Osoyoos and the U- S station
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at Statapoosten, which differ about 860 ft; and none of the stations agree
within less than about 180 ft which is the difference between Statapoosten
and the British station at Inshwointum. In this case, the first plan would
certainly not produce a parallel of latitude, and thus would knowingly
fail to fulfil the provisions of the Treaty-the second plan would
result in a parallel which would probably be the nearest approach to an
accurate determination of the 49th parallel that any but a very elaborate
and extended course of observation could arrive at. Captn. Haig has
written at length to Mfr. Airy the Astronomer Royal on the subject of
these unwelcome and very unexpected discrepancies and on the method of
dealing with them. t a meeting at this place on the 4th March, attended
by Lieut: Parke, the U-1. S. Chief Astronomer, in the absence of the Com-
missioner, Mr. J. S. Harris, one of the U. S. assistant Astronomers, Captn.
Haig and myself-the above question, and the plan of this year's operations
were discussed; and it was agreed that a mean parallel should be adopted,
and a new line run and marked fron the Similkameen to Statapoosten-
This Lieut : Parke has undertaken to do, on the part of the U. S. Commis-
sion, on satisfying himself as to the existence and amonnt of the alleged
discrepancies.

7. It would have been as well to have. included the British and U. S.
dcterminations on the opposite banks of the Columbia with the other
astronomical results from which the mean parallel alluded to in the preceding
paragraph is to be derived; but the connection between the Columbia and
Statapoosten has not yet been made, and the relation of those points to
each other is consequently not known. The mean of the two determina-
tions on the Columbia is therefore to be assumed as the point on the 49th
parallel at its intersection with that river; and the manner in which the
Boundary between it and Statapoosten will be marked depends on the
nature of the country Captn. Haig will meet with in performing the work.
I hope that a continuous and well-marked line from the Similkameen to
the Columbia, a distance of nearly 100 miles, will prove to be practicable
throughout.

S. By the operations of the two Commissions alluded to in paragraphs
5 and 6, the field work between the Cascade and Rocky Mountains would
be brought to a close. It will depend altogether upon the time by which
this work can be corpleted whether or not this Commission can be with-
drawn from this place before the winter. If it can be done my movements
will be governed by the instructions of the Secretary for War, for which I
propose to apply by this mail; which will I presume direct the immediate
return of the Body of the Commission to England. Should we not be able
to withdraw before the setting in of winter, so that travelling with so large
a party with such stores and instruments as it would be necessary to carry
with us becomes impracticable, there would be ample occupation for the
computing and drawing departments; no temporarily engaged persons
would be kept in employment except those whose services might be indis-
pensable, such probably as some packers in charge of the stock ; and the
earliest possible move would be made in the spring.

9. It is my present intention to withdraw Captn. Darrah f rom between the
eastern and western Kootenay as soon as the completion of the work on that
side is assured, and in time for him to cross the Cascade Mountains to the
Fraser River, probably by the route between the heads of the Similkameen
and Fort Hope ; for the purpose of rectifying the direction of the Boundary
line ai d cutting between Semiahmoo and Sumass, and of fixing the iron

monuments along that portion of the boundary. To effect this, I propose to
furnish Captn. Darrah with a surveying party of sufficient strength to
perform the necessary work under his supervision, and to attend to the
fixation of the monuments; and with a sufficient number of mules to main-
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tain his communications and keep up a supply of provisions, &c., for his
working parties. Captn. Darrah will I hope be enabled to carry on this
work without intermission until its completion; and if he meets with no
unexpected difficulties, I think it may be done in two or at most three
months. This will finally complete the field operations of the Land
Boundary Commission, and under the instructions of the Secretary for War,
this party also will I presume have to return to England by the earliest
opportunity.

10. At the wish of the United States Commissioner, expressed at the
joint Commission meeting in November last, I communicated with Captn.
G. H. Richards, R.N., H.M., 2nd Cummissioner for the determination of the
Water Boundary, respecting the erection,·on the western face of Point
Roberts of a stone obelisk to mark the intersection by th: 49th parallel of
the western coast of the continent. This point appertains to the Water
Boundary ; but being that which by my original instructions No. 2 dated
30th March, 1858, I was directed to adopt, it is also common to the Land
Boundary ; and knowing that the proceedings of the joint WatE r Boundary
Commission were in abeyance, I was induced to move in the matter.
Captn. Richards expressed himself strongly of opinion that the point
should be marked, and that longer delay in doing so would be inconvenient;
and he therefore had no hesitation in recommending me to carry out my
proposal to mark the point in question. I quite agree with Captn.
Richards that while a larger mark can give no greater significance to the
spot on which it stands unless there were a special agreement to that effect,
as the coast of Point Roberts forms one natural bzoundary of the Channel
named in the Treaty, and as it is undoubtedly the most prominent point, it
is quite consistent that the most prominent beacon should be placed upon
it, without seeking for any other cause. I propose therefore to take steps
for the erection of the proposed obelisk, and Captn. Richards has pro-
mised to render me all the assistance in his power. The point on the
eastern face of Point Roberts, anèd also that on the eastern shore of
Semiahmoo Bay, are to be marked by Captn. Darrah with the ordinary
iron monuments.

12. In the middle of February I despatched Lieut: Wilson, the Secre-
tary, to San Francisco principally for the purpose of bringing back with
him some chronometers and other instruments which had been sent there
for repair, the conveyance of which would require extreme care; and to
obtain a large sum in cash for use at this remote place. He was also
directed to procure a few articles of provisions and other stores which were
required ; and to arrange about the transport of some instruments, stores
and ammunition from England which had been detained at the Dalles or
Walla Walla during the winter. About 3 weeks after Lieut: Wilson's
departure, Mr. Lord followed him with a small train of mules for the pur-
pose of bringing him back from Walla Walla or the Dalles should the
steamer between thosA places not be running; and they may now be
expected back in about ten days. Preparations for entering actively upon
the work of the season have been making for several weeks past, and a
large quantity of provisions and stores have been moved one stage of the
cutward journey; but our movements are dependent on a sufficient
growth of grass to afford food for our numerous animals.

I have the honour to be,
Your Lordship's most obedient,

humble servant,

J. S HAWKINS,
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Endorsed : Letter No. 15 (with one enclosure). April 12th, 1861.
Report of arrangements for the operations of the North American

Boundary Commission in 1861, 2.
Endorsed. Sketch Map of the Boundary between the British Possessions
and the United States on the 49th Parallel of North Latitude from the
Columbia River to the Rocky Mountains.

Inclosure No. 1 in Despatch No. 15, dated April 12th, 1861.

No. 18.

H. M. BOUNDARY CoMMIssIoN,
SINYAKWATEEN, PEND D'OREILLE RIVER,

August 26th, 1861.

Extract of Extract of Letter Lieut: Colonel Hawkins to Secretary of State.
Letter,
Lieut. Colonel
Hawkins to 4. It will be convenient, and I think it will be found more explanatory if
Secretary of I combine my reply to the lst, 4th, and 6th heads of enquiry; and I
State. must take the liberty to refer your Lordship to the sketch maps which

accompanied my despatches Nos. 14 and 15 of the 28th March and 12th
April, as I have not the means at this place of preparing any others.

Captain Raig, the Chief Astrononier, bas already verified and finally
marked the eastern terminus of the Boundary on the water-shed of the
Rocky Mountains and the connecting survey thence to the eastern crossing
of the Kootenay River bas been made. By this time it is probable that
the whole series of astronomical determinations of Latitude which the joint
Ccmmission agreed to undertake is completed :-Capts. Raig and Darrah
being at the last stations,-the one on the head-waters of the Wigwam
River, a tributary of the Kootenay, between the stations at the eastern
terminus of the Boundary and the eastern crossing of the Kootenay,-and
the other on the Yah'k another tributary of the Kootenay, between the
eastern crossing of that river, and the station on the Mooyie, also a tribu-
tary of the same river, early in this mouth. Captn. Darrah would then
complete the survey he had carried from the eastern crossing of the Koote-
nay, past his station on the Yah'k to that of the Mooyie ; from which point
Lieut: Anderson will have taken up that work on about the 19th inst. for
the purpose of continuing the survey to its connection with the most east-
erly point attained last year on the western watershed of the western cross-
ing of the Kootenay. This will complete all that it is intended to do
between the Columbia River and Rocky Mountains. Captn. Hlaig is now
no doubt on his return from this section of the work on the way to Colville,
whence he will proceed at once to Statapoosten on the Newhoialpitkw
River, to connect by survey and if practicable to lay out and mark the
Boundary between that point and the crossing of the Columbia, which
would complete an important, and well-defined section of the Boundary
between the Similkameen and Columbia rivers comprising about a quarter
of its entire length. From the west bank of the Similkameen to the west-
ern base of the Cascade Mountains between Schweltza and Sumass, an
interval of about 110 miles, all that it is intended to do bas been done in
the determination of almost all the accessible points on the Boundary, and
their demarcation by means of short cuttings and stone beacons, &c. and by
the performance of such a connecting survey between the several points as
the nature of the country would admit of. From the western base of the
Cascade Mountains to Semiahmoo, the actual line of Boundary bas to be
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revised to the extent of the discrepancies in the meeting of the cuttings
made from opposite directions in the winter of 1859-60 ; and the revised line
bas to be defined by means of the iron pillars sent from England for the pur-
pose, for the removal of which to the most convenient accessible points, I
have already taken steps. Two or three of the pillars have also to be placed
on the portion of the Boundary line crossing Point Roberts. On complet-
ing the work previously alluded to as now being in bis hands, Captain
Darrah will proceed across the Cascade Mountains to undertake the above
revision, &c. : which with the erection of a small stone obelisk at the western
terminus of the Land Boundary on the western face of Point Roberts
(being the point of separation between the Water and land Boundaries) for
which I have also taken measures, will finally complete the field labours of
this Commission. Captn. Raig I have already stated is no doubt now on
the way to take up bis last portion of work, but it is very unlikely that he
will be able to complete it before the advance of the winter would make it
impossible to work any longer in the Mountains, though I have full confi-
dence that he will complete it before retreating to winter quarters-so open
and favorable a season as the last cannot be counted upon, and the end of
November may be named as a probable date. The portion of survey left to
Lieut: Anderson west of the Kootenay, though mountainous and very
rugged will not I think occupy him beyond about the end of next month;
after which he will proceed to assist Captn. Haig. Captn. Darrah bas a
long journey to undertake before he can enter upon bis concluding portion
of the work, and I am anxious that he should cross the Cascade Mountains
before the trail becomes impeded by snow ; but he proposes to work through
the winter until his labours ar;e completed, in doing which he will have the
experience of the winter of 1859-60 during which he wrked on the same
ground until March ; and indeed, from the swampy nature e' the district
such work is facilitated there by bard frost, being at other times nearly
impracticable, and it is quite so in Summer from the intolerable number of
Mosquitoes. Captn. Darrah will hardly begin his work before the latter
part of October; and its progress will depend upon so many uncertain con-
tingencies, such as the weather and season, the quantity of trail-making he
may find necessary, or the greater facilities for communication that the
past two years may have produced, the number of men he may be able or
may find it convenient to employ, &c. that it is difficult to suggest a
probable date by which this portion of work will be brought to conclusion;
but I venture to name some time in January, and at all events much before
the portion of the Commission wintering at Colville is likely to be released.
With regard to the movements of the Commission on .completing the
field work, I beg respectfvily to refer your Lordship to paragraph 8 of my
letter No. 15 dated 12th April last,--and I await the instructions of the
Secretary for Wer, whom I addressed at length on the subject in a letter
No. 85, dated 13th April 1861 which may have been submitted to your
Lordship's consideration ; but if it has not, I should be glad that it should
be laid before you.

5. As the British and United States Commissions have very seldom been
working in close proximity, few or no opportunities have been afforded of
ascertaining the strength employed by the U. S. Commission; and from
the very different position occupied by their military escort to that of the
detachment of Royal Engineers attached to ths Commission, even with
greater knowledge oF the details of their proceeiings it would be difficult
to institute a comparison of the relative streigth employed by the two
Commissions. It bas always been my opinion that the proceedings of the
U. S. Commission were conducted with energy and ability, and that
nothing was allowed to be wanting in their organization and arrangements.
Their staff of officers was certainly larger than that of the British Com-
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mission-their train of animals was at least equal to, if not larger than ours
(they had I believe many more mules but fewer horses) besides the separate
train for the supply and transport of their escort-and being always a
season in advance of us, the amount of trail-making, bridging, &c. performed
by the U. S. Commission was much in excess of what we had donc of that
description; while we have always unavoidably benefitted more or less, by
their labours thus in advance, and this year we have done so to a very
great extent. They have certainly undertaken less cutting on the Bound-
ary, but even that has been more equalized by their having undertaken
the revision of the line between the Similkameen river and Statapoosten
(vide paragraph 6 of my letter No. 15, 12th April 1861) this year, which
has just been brought to a very satisfactory conclusion. I have no reason
whatever to think that the expenditure of the U. S. Commission will not
bear comparison as to its gross amount with that of the British; and in
some details it might be so to my disadvantage, as they have had many
facilities in agencies, the assistance afforded them by the military and other
authorities, their dealing with their own countrymen, and greater knowledge
of their character, &c. from which I was debarred. The iron monuments
for marking the B>undary between Semiahmoo and Schweltza have been
provided by Her Majesty's Government, and I have undertaken the erection
of the proposed small stone obelisk on the western face of Point Roberts
(of the probable cost of which I am not yet informed) without making any
proposition about dividing the expense which, under certain circumstances
of previous non-accordance with the U. S. Commissioner which I reported
at the time to your Lordship, I felt to be a somewhat delicate question,
which might be raised if necessary at some future time should any com-
parison of expenditure be made; but these items are likely to bear a very
small and insignificant proportion to the general expenditure and perhaps
even to the difference in the total outlay of the two Commissions. If H.
M. Water Boundary Commissioner had consented to the U. S. Commis-
sioner's proposition for the erection of a monument at the initial point at
Point Roberts at the time it was first made, as the head-quarters of the TJ.
S. Commission were then established at Semiahmoo, I have no doubt that
Mr. Campbell was prepared to undertake the work, though I cannot sug-
gest whether or not he would have p-op.sed to share the expense.

6. With reference to the inquiry whether, so far as the Boundary has been
marked it is admitted by the American Commissioner, as well as by myself,
I had very great satisfaction in informing your Lordship in Paragraph 8 of
my Letter No. 14 of the 28th March of the Conc<.rdant result of the last
meeting of the joint Commission in the beginning of November, 1860, prior
to the departure of the U. S. Commissioner to Washington; at which
meeting a aeneral acknowledgment of the separate operations of the
Commissions was made.

The U. S. Commissioner consented to the demarcation by iron pillars of
the Boundary from Point Roberts as far eastward as it was found reason-
ably practicable so to define it, including the two points on the eastern face
of Point Roberts and on the eastern shore of Semiahmoo Bay at which he
had at first wished to erect monuments similar but inferior in size to that
proposed for what he designated the "initial point-" on the western face of
Point Roberts. It was also then arranged that the U. S. Commission
should undertake the revision of the line from the Similkameen River to
Statapoosten, rendered nccessary by the discrepancies in the several
latitude determinations in that interval detected by Captn. Haig in the
course of his operations last year. The manner of performing this revision
was agreed upon at a subsequent meeting with the U. S. Chief Astronomer
reported to your Lordship in paragraph 6 of my letter No. 15; and that
work has just been completed, Lieut: Parke having moreover stated to me
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that "the adjustment of the discrepancies was most satisfactory" to the
U. S Commission, and that " the agreement between the two results of the
two Commissions, for Latitude obtained at the same station, and the
several azimuthal determinations, is most satisfactory." By agreement, if
found practicable this portion of actually defined Boundary is to be pro-
duced to the Columbia, although the interval between Statapoosten and
that River is occupied by lofty Mountains; and as previously stated in
paragraph 4, Captn. Haig is no doubt on the way to take up that work.
The examination of the results of the latitude determinations at the moun-
tain stations was deferred though had any system of marking it been propos-
ed we were in a position to have produced the British results which up to that
time had been arrived at. There is however no reason whatever to doubt
that such inutual examination will eventually prove perfectly satisfactory
to the Commissions. I may here mention that at the eastern terminus of
the Boundary at the Rocky Mountains, Captn. Haig only differed from
the American result by 38 ft: entailing a change in the position of the
terminal monument of only 19 feet: at the crossing of the Columbia,
Captn. Darrah differed from the American result (on the opposite bank)
by a little more than one second, or by (I think) about 113 feet ;-and at
Lake Osoyoos where the U. S. Astronomers have made very careful obser-
vations in consequence of the alieged discrepancies in the Similkameen-
Statapoosten determinations, they differed froin Captn. Haig by not « rds.
of a second or by about 64 feet. A portion even of these small discrepan-
cies is most probably due to the different season of the year at which the
observations were made, and the different stars observed; as during the
winter Captn. Haig obtained a set of observations for Latitude, at the
U. S. Commission observatory at the adjacent military post, using his own
instrument but as nearly as possible the sanme stars that were observed at
that point by the U. S. Astronomers for the purpose of comparison, and the
results were almost identical, differing I think by only 15 feet. On the
scale that the nature of the surveys will admit of the maps being laid down,
there is little likelihood of any disagreement of any importance in producing
a joint map from the independent surveys of the two Commissions. None
but simple practical questions can arise, which can I think be easily
practically solved. At present I know of nothing under this head of
enquiry in which the two Commissions are not in entire accord,-a state
of things I confess I did not anticipate not many months ago:

7. The features of the country lying under the 49th parallel are shortly
as follows-from the sea to the Cascade Mountains, generally level, but
mostly covered by dense forest and obstructed by extensive swamps ; and
from thence to the Rocky Mountains continuously mountainous, in three
fourths of that interval the Boundary being practically only accessible by
the lateral valleys in which the astronomical stations have been located.
For about half the distance between the Similkameen and Columbia
Rivers (about one eighths -of the boundary) the line passes over smooth
rolling but mountainous country, which is the only favourable portion in
its entire length. The principal difficulty of the survey has been that of
penetrating the country; the survey itself being unavoidably of a very
simple description, producing a connection between the several latitude
determinations and the points on the Boundary derived from them, its own
value depending on its greater or less agreement with the latitudes of the
astr.onomical points by which it is divided into separate sections.-A future
comparison with the sureys of the :U. S. Commission (which are I believe
of a generally similar description) will also furnish a further test upon
it. The difficulties encountered and the expenditure incurred by this Com-
mission have not been caused by the nature of the mere survey; but they
are entirelydue to the character of the country in wbich the operations
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have had to be conducted,-the enormous rate of wages ruling in this
country, the cost of supplies and stores of every description, which have
further had to be conveyed from distant points by means of transportation
only to be obtained at exorbitant rates,-the necessity of maintaining an
expensive pack-train to furnish transport and keep up supplies along the
line of operations, the entire want of supplies, accommodation, or facilities
of any description whatever from one end of the work to the other,-
besides many minor similar causes which I need not attempt to enumerate.
In such a country moreover the labour expended upon trail-making &c. has
been very considerable :-and I may further point out that the flue of
operations was accessible from very few points; so that, always difficult, as
it lengthened as the work advanced it afforded no more favourable means
of approach to and from conmunication along it.

9. In reply to the demand for information as to the manner of marking
and preserving the Boundary I have honor to submit the following remarks.
When leaving England in 1858, in my original instructions I was directed
+o define the Boundary "either by monuments in the open country or
cuttings through forests in a manner to prevent any doubts on the subject
being raised hereafter," and there was also the precedent of the New
Brunswick and Maine Boundary to guide me, in which I believe the line
was cut and marked throughout at intervals (generally) of one mile by cast
iron pillars similar -to but smaller than those provided on my demand for
marking the interval between Semiahmoo and Schweltza. It will be
observed that my instructions directed my attention to monuments or
cuttings; but being myself of the opinion which the Lords of the Treasury
have been pleased to express that a mere forest vista would be wanting in
permanence, and also that without markirig certain points defining the
actual line of Boundary it would be indefinite to the extent of the breadth
of the cutting-believing also that cuttings and monuments have been com-
bined throughout the New Brunswick and Maine Boundary-the cutting
from Semiahmoo to Schweltza, and also that across Point Roberts will be
permanently marked by iron pillars placed generally at mile intervals, with
a few additional ones at the crossing of trails, &c.

It is also intended to define the Western terminus of the Land Boundary
on the western face of Point Roberts, a point common to the water and land
Boundary Commissions, by a small stone obelisk about 20 feet bigh.
About half of the portion of boundary between the Similkarneen and
Statapoosten passes over rolling grassy country with occasional patches of
forest and the other half is rugged and mostly thickly wooded. During
last season cuttings were made throughout the forest occuring in this in-
terval, excepting in the bottoms of some of the deep valleys on the moun-
tainous chord crossing the southern bend of the Newhoialpitkw in conse-
quence of the work having been interrupted by snow ;-and in the space of
about 70 miles 54 ston. beacons were erected at the most prominent or
otherwise important points, besides there being 3 or 4 others placed by the
U. S. Commission in the previous year-from some points on this portion
of the line, 8 or 10 beacons can be seen and the Boundary can be traced
for many miles. In revising the line this year by the adoption of a mean
parallel between the discrepant latitude determinations, the U. S. Commis-
sion have replaced all the beacons (which are "square pyramidal piles of
stone, carefully laid, six feet square at base and six feet high"), and added
one more ; so that this important portion of the Boundary is marked
throughout by nearly 60 monumtats. I am further informed by the U. S.
Chief Astronmer that on the revised line "the timber has been cut out at
all the monuments, crossings of valleys trails and ridges, in all smooth roll-
ing country and mountain slopes where the old vistas already existed and
were visible from routes to travel," and that " the old monuments were all



FOREIGN OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE.

taken down, and in many cases the stones removed." It is intended to
continue the demarcation of this portion of Line from Statapoosten to the
Columbia; but even should Captn. Haig find that the necessary cuttings
are not reasonably practicable, I have no doubt that from his connecting
survey he will be enabled to determine the position of a sufficient number of
beacons to define the line satisfactorily and permanently. The above are
the most important cuttings that have been made, and the longest portions
of the Boundary that have been or are proposed to be marked. Last
season the U. S. Commission made good cuttings for 5 miles on each side
of the River at the eastern crossing of the Kootenay and for about 7
miles between the Kishenehu and Flathead rivers; but in my opinion
these considerable distances are very insuifciently marked by monuments,
there being according to my observation only three at each place-this I
have no doubt was owing to stone not being procurable on the spot, and to
the difficulty there would have been and delay that would have occurred in
conveying it to suitable points. At the numerous mountain or other
stations, the points on the Boundary are marked by short cuttings and by
one or more stone beacons, and nothing intermediate between such points
has been considered practicable, the connecting surveys having been carried
along the trails by which the line of operations has been traversed. The
eastern terminus of the Boundary on the watershed of the Rocky Mount-
ains is defined by an ordinary beacon, placed on a low short and narrow
saddle with precipitous sides, lying between two rugged mountains which
rise abruptly from it,-a secure spot where the monument is very little
likely to be disturbed by man or even animals, though in that bleak region
it may not be spared by the elements. The saddle itself which runs nearly
north and south will always define the position of the Boundary within an
inconsiderable limit.

With regard to the remark made by the Lords of the Treasury, that the
cutting of a forest vista would seem to their Lordships at once costly and
wanting in permanence; I beg permission to observe that in laying out a
continuous line of Boundary through forest I hardly see how it could be
done without cutting such a vista.-It would hardly be practically possible
to determine satisfactorily the points to be permanently marked without
the assistance of such an opening; and even if it could be done, it might
be said that the points intended to define the line would be lost in the
forest without having any connection with each other. I would have ab-
stained from these cuttings had I considered it practicable to do the work
without them; and the two Chief Astronomers at the joint Commission
meeting in .Lpril 1859, gave most positive opinions that if a continuous
line was to be marked, the cutting could not be dispensed with. The cut-
tings on this have I believe been very different from those on the New
Brunswick and Maine Boundary, some being through timber of the heaviest
description, and the openings are likely to be identified for many years to
come ; but I still considered that mon-uments of a more permanent character
and defining the actual Une, were required. On the close of the joint
Commission and final authoritative adoption of the Boundary it appears to
me that it will be necessary to place the monuments under the particular
charge of the land Departments on either side of the frontier, for the pur-
pose of identifying them f£rom time to time, and of preserving them by
bestowing that degree of attention upon them that they may be found to
require; and I think also that as facilities increase, the beacons of dry
stone should be replaced by similar erections of solid masonry-the result
of such labor and expense should not be.lost for want of future care; and
even the accessible cuttings might be preserved at no great cost by a little
timely attention to them at intervals.
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10. .......................................................
. ................ .............................................

I have the honour to be,
Your Lordship's most obedient humble servant,

J. S. HAWKINS,
Lieut: Colonel Rl. Engr.

The Right Honble. H. M. Commissioner.
The Secretary of State,

for Foreign Affairs,
&c. &c. &c.

Endorsed. H. M. Boundary Commission, Sinyakwateen, Pend d'Oreille
Rivers. August 26th, 1861. Lieut: Col. Hawkins, R.E, Despatch No.
18. Report on the operations of the Commission called for by despatch
No. 1. F. O. 29th April, 1861.

F. o. 811, No. 19.
America H. M. BOUNDARY CoMMIssIoN,18m8-63. NEW WESTMINSTER, B.C.,

October 15th, 1861.
M y LoRD,.......... .........................................

I enclose a sketch of the proposed obelisk, which as your Lordship may
observe is to be of comparatively small size for the' purpos.e intended hav-
ing been so designed solely on the ground of economy. It will stand
retired a few yards from the edge of a steep bank upwards of 150 feet high
and will be dwarfed in appearance by the lofty pines around it, while it is
desirable that it should be conspicuously visible from the sea-a shoal
extending off the coast of Point Roberts preventing the approach of vessels
to within a mile or two of the shore. On the western face of the obelisk it
is intended to place the title and date of the Treaty as shewn on the sketch;
on the eastern the latitude and longitude of the point, and the date of
erection; and at the suggestion of Mr. Campbell, on the north and south
faces, the names of the Commissioners.

Owing to the existing state of things in these Colonies, the cost of the
work will not fall far short of £1,500 ; a sum probably representing from
twice to three and four times that for which it might be performed in most
oth , parts of the world. The obelisk is to be of solid cut granite of the
weight of about 40 tons, in stones varying from 1 to 2½ tons each. As
before said it will stand on the top of a rugged bank upwards of 150 feet
in height which rises abruptly from a shingle beach not more than 10 or
15 yards in width above high water mark. Up this bank every article has
to be hoisted for wh-ich purpose a strong wooden tramway has been laid
under Captain Gosset's superintendence.

I have the honour to be,
Your Lordship's most obedient

humble servant,
J. S. HAWKINS.

Lieut: Colonel Rl. Engrs.
The Right Honble. H.M. Commissioner.

The Secretary of State,
for Foreign Affairs.

&c., &c., &c.
iii-5
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Endorsed. H. M. Boundary Commission, New Westminster, B.C.,
October 15th, 1861. Lt. 'Col: J.- S. Hawkins, R.E. No. 19. Report on
the erection of a granite obelisk to mark the western terminus of the conti-
nental Boundary.

F. O. 811, No. 22.
America,
1858-63. H. M. BOUNDARY COMMISSION,

COLVILLE, WASHINGToN TERRIRoRY, U.S.
November 27th, 1861.

My LoRD,-You will already have received detailed reports respecting
the course pursued by the joint Commission for rectifying the discrepancies
found to exist between some of the latitude determinations at the several
points on the 49th parallel upon which the demarcation of the Boundary
is abased, on connecting those points by the most accurate means that the
time at command and the nature of the country would admit of. This
information is contained in paragraph 3 of m3 letter No. 14 of the 28th
March last, paragraph 6 of No. 15 dated 12th April, and paragraph 6 of
No. 18 dated 26th August, 1861:-and your Lordship will thus have
learned that no question affecting the position of the Boundary line will be
left for further settlement by the joiit Commission, after leaving the
field.

It however appears necessary to furnish your Lordship with a distinct
reply to your despatch No. 5 of the 22nd July, instead of merely referring
to my previous letters in which the question put to me is fully reported
upon, and the means adopted for its settlement are detailed.

The discrepancy between the British and the United States determination
of a certain point on the Boundary (" at Boundary Creek "), alluded to in
paragraph 5 of Governor Douglas' despatch of the 28th February, 1861, to
the Duke of Newcastle, was one of those detected by Captn. Haig on
connecting the series of astronomical determinations between the Similka-
meen river and the most easterly crossing by the Boundary of the New-
hoialpitkw river at Statapoosten.

As before stated in my letter No. 15, a large proportionate part of these
discrepancies between independent and astronomical results of a high degree
of accuracy must be attributed to local physical causes affecting the astro-
nomical observations, which probably more or less affect the accuracy of
every astronomical station between the sea and the Rocky Mountains.
Upon careful consideration by the two Commissions, as a practical and per-
haps the only practical way of dealing with this difficulty without incurring
indefinite delay and expense it was agreed upon that a mean paralUi
between the several astronomical determinations extending from the Sim-
ilkanween to Statapoosten should be adopted. This work was undertaken
by the United States Commission; and in executing it, the results
previously arrived at by Captn. Haig were verified, and the agreement
between the work of the two Commissions was pronounced to be remarkable
and satisfactory.

At other portions of the Boundary which have been (or are now being)
laid out and marked, the above plan has not been adopted, as it could not
be so without incurring delay which neither of the Commissioners deemed
expedient and of which I am sure neither of the Governments would have
approved. In such cases the astronomical determinations have been
adhered to and conrected; though there is every reason to believe that
such connecting lines diverge slightly from a truly accurate parallel. In
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frequent conversations with Governor Douglas (when at Victoria) respect-
ing the proceedings of the Bouudary Commission, he was made aware of my
entire agreement with him as to the propriety of accurately and permanent-
ly defining the Boundary between Her Majesty's and the Vuited States
territories in al practical places; and as he must have known that the
operations of the Commission were still in progress and consequently incom-
plete, had he thought it fit to write to me on the subject instead of troubling
his grace the Secretary for the Colonies, I could by return of post have
assured him that he had no cause for anxiety as the question raised by him
had not been overlooked and would receive due attention. It was of no
practical importance at the moment. The "small town " consistéd of three
or four log buildings ; and as I believe the immediate difficulty experienced
by Mr. Cox related to the collection of duties in British Columbia: the
sale of liquors, &c. might have been quite as easily effected a hundred yards
further south as at the spot in dispute. The original discrepancy was
about 120 yards; and by the adoption of the mean parallel the Boundary
line at this point was moved only 354 yards to the south of the -U. S.
Astronomical determination which happened to approach closely to the
mean of the entire series.

I have the honor to be,
Your Lordship's most obedient

humble servant,
J. S. HAWKINS,

Lieut: Colonel RI. Engr.
H. Z. Commissioner.

The Right Honble.
The Secretary of State,

for Foreign Affairs,
&c., &c., &c.

Endorsed. Lieut: J. S. Hawkins, R.E., No. 22. By post through H.M.
Consul at San Francisco. Reporting the means adopted for assimilating
discrepancies in the demarcation of portions of the Boundary.

F. O. 81.1 No. 24.America, oMso,
1858-63. H. M. BOUNDARY COMMSSION,

COLVILLE, WAsHINGToN TERRITORY, U.S.,
December 31st, 1861.

(Extract.)
My LoRD,-

4. On the 20th July Captn. Haig reached the neighbourhood of the
Boundary, at its eastern terminus on the watershed of the Rocky Moun-
tains 77 miles from the Tobacco plains. Here observations for latitude
were made from the spot used by the U. S. Commission, which was both
convenient and accessibie; and as that point was about a mile to the north
of the Boundary, a triangulation was carried south for about that distance.
The point on the 49th parallel derived from these operations proved to be
38 feet north of the monument erected by the U. S. Commission; and in
accordance with the joint agreement reported to your Lordship in paragraph
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3 of my letter No. 15, the existing stone pyramid was destroyed and
another similar in size and shape was erected on the watershed midway
between the two determinations. This monument, marking the eastern
extremeity of the Boundary under the Tre.aty of Washington of the 15th
June, 1846, stands nearly in the middle of a short and narrow saddle with
precipitous sides, lying between two rugged mountains which rise abruptly
from it-it is not so prominent as it would have been if the intersection of
the parallel and watershed occurred on a mountain ridge; but the spot is
well calculated to insure its permanence, which is likely to be most endan-
gered by the elements in this bleak and exposed region. It stands at an
altitude of about 7,056 feet. On the 3rd August, Captn. Hlaig retraced his
steps westward ; and on the 6th he reached the head-waters of the Wigwam
river, a tributary of the Kootenay, on which it was, proposed to establish the
position of the Boundary intermediately between the Flathead and Koote-
nay rivers. A branch trail of about 7 miles in length had been previously
made, and the approximate position of the Boundary determined by Lieut:
Anderson-Captn. Haig was here rejoined by the axemen who had hereto-
fore been employed with Lieut: Anderson. This station was occupied
between the 6th and 15th August. The Boundary was marked by a cut-
ting in the forest 20 ft. wide and nearly ¾ of a mile in length crossing the
principal sources of the river, and by two stone monuments of the usnal-
size and form erected in the vista. On the 16th August Captn. Haig
commenced his return march to Colville-he followed the northern route
between the Tobacco plains and the Chelemba ; reached Sinyakwateen on
the 3rd September, where he remained three days while the mules were
being shod; and arrived at Colville on the 15th September. On the 18th
he again left Colville and proceeded to Statapoosten on the Newhoialpitkw
river, and on the 20th commenced the operation of running and marking
the Boundary between its eastern intersection of that river and the Colum-
bia. This interval is altogether mountainous, rugged, and de y wooded.
Between the 20th September and 30th October a connecting line was run
between the two rivers, and a good trail made, with branch trails to the
points best adapted for monuments. Captn. Haig's operations disclosed a
discrepancy of 212 feet between the starting point on the Newhoialpitkw
derived from a mean of the latitude determinations between Statapoosten
and the ýSiuilkameen (vide paragraph 6 of my letter No. 15), and the
mean of Captn. Darrah's and the American results on the Columbia ;-but
in accordance with the method agreed upon by the joint Commission, the
two points were to be connected as-to avoid indefinite delay-it had not
been considered expedient to combine the results obtained on the Columbia
with those from which the mean parallel had been deduced, although it
now appeared that such a line would be inclined to a true parallel by about
81 feet in a mile, or at an angle of about 6ï minutes. Captn. Haig there-
fore returned westward, correcting the Boundary line between the Columbia
and the Newhoialpitkw and erecting monuments on the mountain ridges-
the timber was cleared to the width of 20 ft. on 9 ridges, on eight of which
stone pyramids were erected, and on the ninth, where no stone could be
found within a long distance of the line, a monument was made of logs.
The distance between the Columbia and Newhoialpitkw is 25J miles, in
which space there are eleven monuments, and there is another on the left
or eastern bank of the Columbia. The length of trail made from point to
point was about 35 miles, passing over an altitude of 4,500 feet. While
correcting the line - d erecting the monuments, there was snow on the
mountains varying in depth from one to three feet which would have mate-
rially impeded and might even have altogether interrupted the progress of
the work but that the working party was unusually strong. Having
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brought the work to completion on the 22nd Novr. Captn. Haig and his
party returned ta Colville.

5. Captn. Darrah having separated from Captn. Haig on the 15th July,
proceeded to cross to the western side of the Kootenay for the purpose of
occupying the country between the eastern and western intersections of
that river. This was not fully effected until the 18th during which deten-
tion surveys in connection with the Boundary marked by the U. S. Com-
mission on both banks of the river, and a topographical reconnaissance were
put in progress. It was determined to penetrate the interval between the
Kootenay and the American demarcation of the 49th parallel on its tribu-
tary the Mooyie by a route as near to the Boundary as the nature of the
country would permit; and to establish the position of the Boundary on
the Yah'k, another tributary of the Kootenay, intermediately between the
Mooyie and the eastern Kootenay. Through this distrir., no trail existed,
though traces of old Indian huuting tracks were occasionally met with. A
very lofty "divide" intervenes between the Kootenay and Yah'k, and
much of the country is densely wooded and encunibered with fallen
timber. It was not until the 6th August that Captn. Darrah carried his
trail to the Yah'k, a distance of 31 miles from the Kootenay-the survey
was effected concurrently with the road-making. Between the 7th and
16th August Captn. Darrah was engaged in determining the position of
the 49th parallel at its interîection with the river. Meanwbhile his party
of axemen had pushed ahead with the trail towards the Mooyie, both to
advance the survey which kept pace with the traI-making, and to afford
means of obtaining a fresh supply of provisions which it had been arranged
should be "cached " at the Mooyie station. The trail and survey a length
of 55 miles between the Yah'k and Mooyie passing over another high and
rugged divide, were completed by the 30th August ; o.pon which the axe-
mon returned to the Yah'k, and the Boundary was marked chere by a cut-
ting 20 ft. wide and 1½ miles in length running up the hills on both sides
of the river, and by four stone pyramids at as many points on the parallel.
The distance along the Boundary between the Kootenay and Yah'k is 21]
miles, and thence to the Mooyie 24î miles. By this time, as reported below
in paragraph 6, Lieut: Anderson had already performed the work between
the Mooyie and western Kootenay; and as Captn. Darrah had a long
journey before him, to take up the Point Roberts and Semiahmoo-Schweltza
work at the western extremity of the Land Boundary, it was necessary for
him to start at once to insure his crossing the Cascade Mountains before
the trail should become impeded by or perhaps even impassable from snow.
Captn. Darrah therefore left the Yah'k on the 10th September. On the
16th he transferred some sappers, his axemen and some of his mules to
Lieut:Anderson and continued his march to Sinyakwateen, which place he
reached on the 23rd. The journey was resumed on the following day
Lieut : Wilson accompanying Captn. Darrah on the withdrawal of the
greater part of the Commission from that part of the country; and they
arrived at Colville on the 2nd October. On the 7th October, Captn.
Darrah with 13 Sappers and a small pack-train started for the western side
of the Cascade Mountains via the Similkameen and Hope trail, for the
purpose of revising the Boundary and placing monuments on Point Roberts
and between Semiahmoo, Sumass, and Schweltza, and of finally completing
that part of the work. On the 22nd of that month I met him and his
party near the watershed of the Similkameen and Skagit Rivers, since
wbich date I have not received any report of his proceedings.

6. Lieut. Anderson was detached from Captn. Haig's party on the
17th July between the Kootenay and Flathead (Pend d'oreille) rivers; and
he immediately commenced the connecting survey eastward. He also pro-
ceeded to open a trail to the head-waters of the Wigwam river in pre-
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paration for the astronomical station which Captn. Haig was to occupy
after determining and marking the eastern terminus of the Boundary.
The trail which led over a moderate divide between the Wigwam and
Tobacco rivers, both tributaries of the Kootenay, was completed on the 22nd
July, it was 7 miles in length, and its course was surveyed as it was
made. Meanwhile the connecting survey along the main trail was pro-
gressing towards the eastward; and there being no other immediate
employment for the axemen, with their assistance Lieut: Anderson com-
menced a survey from the eastermost astronomical station at Akamina
westward on the 27th, and the two surveying parties effected a junction on
the 31st July. Lieut: Anderson left the party of axemen at the fork of
the Wigwam trail to rejoin Captn. Haig; and on the 6th August with his
surveying party took up the survey from the point at which it had been
commenced on the 17th July and continued ift wesward until on the 9ti
August he connected it with Captn. Darrah's work at Kootenay east. The
distance along the parallel between the eastern terminal point and the
eastern intersection of the Kootenay is 51 miles, and the length of survey
performed (exclusive of the branch trail to the Wigwam station) was 77
miles. Reconnaissance surveys for topographical purposes were also made
in conjunction with the main operations. Having completed this portion
of work Lieut: Anderson proceeded to the Mooyie station which place be
reached on the 20th August. Captn Darrah not having yet issued from
the interval between the eastern Kootenay and Mooyie, and there being no
tidings of him-between the 21st and 30th August Lieut: Anderson per-
iormed the survey connecting the American stations of Mooyie and Kootenay
west, a distance of 36 miles crossing the divide between the Mooyie and
the main river-the distance along the Boundary is 15½ miles. Steps were
taken to obtain the approxinate position of the 49th parallel with ail
practicable accuracy, and a stone pyramid defining it was erected at its
intersection with the trail between the Mooyie and Kootenay. It had been
arranged that for the performance of the work west of the Kootenay,
Lieut: Anderson should take over Captn. Darrah's axemen on the latter
ofiicer leaving this part of the country; but on completing the operations
above detailed and revisiting Mooyie station, Lieut: Anderson learnt that
Captn. Darrah's progress had been much impeded by the roughness of the
country he was employed in, and that he would not be able to spare the
axemen for another fortnight. Lieut: Anderson therefore made an effort
to proceed with his work as well as the very limited strength at his disposal
would permit. He rafted the Kootenay on the 6th September, and com-
menced a trail over the swampy valley-working all day in wet clothes
affected the mens' health and reduced the working strength. still further.
At the distance of three miles from the river, mountains of the most rugged
description rise abruptly from the flat valley, and through these the trail
was slowly pushed until the 18th September when Lieut: Anderson was at
length joined by the small party of axemen. The dificulty of the ground
caused the trail to advance very 1lowly until the 15th October, by which
date it had extended only 26 miles from the river-for about half this dis-
tance it had been taken more or less along the Boundary, but the remainder
had necessarily followed a south-west course ;-and having made an exten-
sive reconnaissance on the 14th, Lieut: Anderson found that if continued
the trail would have to be carried still further to the south. At this time
the weather had become unrettled and threatening, and the ground was
covered with snow. To save time, therefore, and to ensure the completion
of the work before being compelled by bad weather to withdraw from the
mountains, Lieut: Anderson determined to complete the connection with
the easternmost point attained by Captn. Darrah in the previous year by
pushing forward the survey in spite of all obstacles in the direction in
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which it was calculated Captn. Darrah's mark would be found. In
attempting this almost insuperable difficulties were encountered. The
valley of the stream draining into the Kanik'su Lake was reached by a
descent of 2,000 ft. in less than Î mile, and its western side was all but
inaccessible; while the non-commissioned officer who had been sent in
advance in search of Captn. Darrah's mark represented that the upper part
of the mountain was too rocky to be chained. Hereupon, as the erection
of a more prominent mark made the point upon which the survey was
directed visible from the valley, Lieut: Anderson made the necessary con-
nection with it by means of triangulation, which brought this difficult and
tedious portion of the work to conclusion on the 18zh October. The dis-
tance on the parallel from Kootenay west to Captn. Darrah's mark is 23
miles, and the lergth of survey wa 36 miles. The main watershed*be-
tween the Kootenay and Kanik'su which is a tributary of the Pend d'oreille
(Flathead) river was crossed at an altitrde of 5,500 feet; and the closing
point of the survey stands on the divide between the Kanik'su and main
stream, 6,000 feet above the sea. It was intended to define the Bounda>4ry
by monuments on these divides or at other accessible and prominent points;
but unfortunately Lieut: Anderson found this quite impracticable owing
to the extreme roughness of the country, the advanced period of the season,
and the delay required to make the necessary computations for such pur-
pose, and though it would have been very desirable and satisfactory thus to
render the denarcation of the Boundary more complete, the omission is not
of much practical importance, as these inhospitable mountains are very
little likely to be penetrated for any purpose for an indefinite period.
Lieut: Anderson commenced his journey on the 21st October, and arrived
here on the 14th November, having experienced a continuance of rain and
snow throughout the march.

7. In addition to the operations above detailed during the outward march
f rom Colville to Sinyakwateen Chelemta, and Kootenay east, repeated obser-
vations for time and latitude were made chiefly by Captn. Darrah and Lieut :
Anderson, and the necessary notes were taken for mapping the route-the
saine practice was followed by Lieut: Anderson on travelling between
Kootenay east and west by the northern route down the valley of the
Mooyio. The differences of longitude were obtained by means of several
pocket chronometers which maintained good rates; which results combined
with the differences obtained by the continuous surveys along the Bound-
ary, and the latitude determinations which may be depended upon within a
very narrow limit, will fix the positions of the points of observation with
great geographical accuracy. Captn. Haig took advantage of the time
afforded by the longest halts to make magnetic observations at several of
the camps. The usual meteorological observations were continued at Col-
ville during the working season by the Corporal lef t in charge at this place;
and similar observations were made at the depot at Sinyakwateen, as coin-
pletely as the serviceable instruments at command would allow; and baro-
metrical readings were obtained throughout the line of operations on the
Boundary.

Under this head I may further report that during the winter lunar
transits for absolute longitudes were taken here by Captns. Haig and
Darrah on all practicable occasions- similar observations have been resumed
during the present winter by Captn. Haig and Lieut: Anderson. Also,
before taking the field for the season some surveying operations were per-
formed under Lieut : Anderson's directions by parties detached for a few
days from headquarters. A connecting survey between the observatory at
this place and that of the U. S. Commission at the neighbouring military
station was made between the 5th and 9th February-a re-survey between
Statapoosten and Colville was effected between the 14th and 28th March
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as the original work was found not to plot satisfactorily and Lieut: Ander-
son himself performed a similar re-survey between the intersection of the
Columbia and the mouth of the Salmon river between the 3rd and the 16th
April-much ,now was on the ground on each occasion, but especially
during the progress of the first two surveys.

9. Having thus recorded the movements of the Commission during the
past season, the general results of the main operations may be summed up
as follows:-The verification of the latitude at the eastern terminus of the
Boundary undei tle treaty of the 15th June 1846 ; and determination of
latitude at the Wigwam and Yah'k stations ; including the necessary
monuments and cuttings on the Boundary parallel derived therefrom.

The laying out and marking of 25 miles of Boundary between the eastern
intersection of the Newhoialpitkw and the Columbia.

The connection by survey of 160 miles of Boundary from Statapoosten to
the Columbia (the portion just alluded to), and from the easternmost point
attained last year between the Columbia and Kootenay rivers to the water-
shed of the Rocky Mountains; by a length of survey, including that of
the branch trail to the Wigwam station of 280 miles. Not less than 164
miles of these surveys pass over entirely new trails, a very large proportion
of which was opened over the roughest kind of ground-mountains, rugged
and densely wooded, and crossing several formidable watersheds--which of
necessity required to be made passable by the pack-trains conveying pro-
visions and stores. This was exclusive of repairs to the existing trails,
bridges, &c., in which, as before mentioned, our labours were materially
lightened by those of the U. S. Commission in the previous season.

Reconnaissance surveys in the neighbourhood of the Boundary for topo-
graphical purposes, made to as great an extent as the strength at command
and the rate of progress of the working parties would permit ;-and geo-
graphical determinations obtained on the routes travelled to and from the
scene of operations.

Your Lordship cannot fail to observe how very considerably the material
progress of the Commission has been impeded by the great distances
travelled over; which was unavoidable but both lessened the amount of
work produced, and greatly lengthened the time required for its execution.
This cause was inseparable fromn the nature of the work to be done in a
remote and unsettled country affording neither accommodation, supplies
nor facilities of any kind whatever; and it has been in operation through-
out the expedition, but especially during the last two years and to a greater
extent in 1861 than in 1860. But I have drawn your Lordship's attention
to this point in previous despatches, and therefore I need not enlarge upon
it here.

10. The completion of the vork between Statapoosten and the eastern ter-
minus at Akamina brought the field work of the Commission to conclusion;
excepting what remains to be done by Captn. Darrah between Point
Roberts and Schweltza, which has no doubt been in progress for many
weeks, and is probably now nearly finished. I may therefore I think with
propriety briefly recapitulate the manner in which the entire land-boundary
will be defined from west to east.

The western terminus will be marked by a substantial though small
obelisk of solid granite, which will I doubt not endure as long as any
political significance attaches importance or necessity to its pre3ervation.
From the above point eastward, the line of Boundary will be marked out
by a series of strong cast-iron pillars, crossing the peninsula of Point
Roberts, and extending inland for about thirty miles from the eastern shore
of Semiahmoo Bay,-at which latter point, and on the eastern face of Point
Roberts, iron pillars will be placed. The distance eastward that will be
thus marked is contingent on the number of pillars available (42 having
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been provided, some of which are required to mark the intersection of trails,
streams, &c.) and on the practicability of carrying them over the rough and
precipitous ground at the western base of the Cascade Mountains to which
it is calculated they will reach. The alignment of this portion of the 49th
Parallel is dependent on the astronomical determinations at Semiahmoo,
Sumass and an intermediate station.

Thence eastward as far as the right or western band of the Similkameen
the Boundary is defined by points upon the parallel astronomically deter-
mined in almost every accessible situation which presented itself ;-of
which there are nine, at irregular intervals, in the distance of about 108
miles. These points, or rather portions of the parallel, are marked by short
cuttings in the forest, and dry stone beacons. The country in which this
work was performed is practically almost impenetrable and there is littie
present likelihood of its being visited excepting by Indian hunters, who,
however, do not, I think, frequent it much, or penetrate it to any great
distance.

From the base of the lofty mountains on the west bank of the Similka-
meen to the left or east bank of the Columbia 96 miles of Boundary are
continuously marked bv 67 beacons placed in the imost proninent or other-
wise suitable positions-these beacons consist of carefully built pyramids of
dry stone, with one exception which is made of logs. Of this section of
the Boundary, 71 miles comprise the mean parallel derived from a combi-
nation of the results obtained by the two Commissions at five astronomical
stations; and the remaining 25 miles from the connection between the
eastern extremity of the mean parallel and the joint determination of the
intersection of the Columbia. Between the Columbia and the eastern
terminus of the Boundary at the Rocky Mountains, in the distance of 163
miles there are nine determinations of the 49th parailel (including the
terminal station) made at convenient intervals, and similarly marked to
those in the Cascade Mountains; excepting that at the eastern intersection
of the Kootenay, and between the Flathead and Kishenehu, the cuttings
made by the U. S. Commission were extended to distances of 10 and 7
miles, but they are in my opinion insu1iciently marked by beacons as I
prevçiously stated to Your Lordship in paragraph 9 of my letter No. 18 of
the 26th August last. The intersection of the Boundary is also approxi-
mately marked by a stone pyramid on the trail between Kootenay west
and the Mooyie.

In the above enumeration the British station at Sebweltza is omitted, as
I fear it will be found necessary to abandon the determination obtained at
thit place in consequence of the great discrepancy in latitude which was
shewn to exist by the survey (made in 1859) connecting it with Sumass
station-vide paragraph Il of my letter No. 9 of the 21st May 1860. The
result of the observations taken at Schweltza was very satisfactory and
quite as much so as at any of the other stations; but as above said it is
unquestionably discrepant with the Sumass determination; and there is
little doubt that if a similar test was practicable, similar discrepancies
would be discovered between every pair of stations from west to east ; which
is the case with the six stations thus connected between the Similkameen
and the Columbia. It is well known that local physical causes are likely to
affect the most accurate and delicate asbronomical operations, to a greater
or less extent, at almost any point on the surface of the ·earth at which
they may be undertaken ; and in the country traversed by this Commission,
this effect is undoubtedly aggravated by its very rough and broken character.

The whole line of Boundary under the Commission I have the honor to
hold being thus defined, in the manner agreed upon with my colleague as
being the most practicable and expedient for the execution of our joiat
duties; I beg to add to the above statement that the series of mountain
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stations would have been made as perfect as the nature of the country
would admit of by an astronomical determination on the western fork of
the Ashtnolaon in the Cascade Mountains, and by the demarcation of the
Boundary on the Mountains to the westward of the Kootenay. A station
on the western Ashtnolaon would have been preferable to one on the eastern
fork ; but having occupied the latter in 1860 with the object in getting to
work in the least possible delay, C&ptain Haig found that the time required
to arrive at, and perform the work of another mountains station would
have altogether crippled his progress for the season, shortened as it already
was by the time consumed in travelling from Vancouver Island, and I think
be exercised a sound discretion by the coarse he followed in pushing on to
the eastward. The difficulties which prevented the intended demarcation
on the mountains west of the Kootenay have already been alluded to
above in paragraph 6. I do not consider either omission to be of any
serious practical importance.

In concluding this subject, I have to observe that when terminating the
labours of the Commission on the Crest or Watershed of the Rocky Moun-
tains, I did not overlook that my original instructions in despatch No. 2 of
the 3Oth March 1858 infornied that from the wording of the second article
of the treaty of October 20th, 1818, it would seem that the point " where
the Boundary laid down in existing treaties and conventions between Great
Britain and the United States terminates " is to be iound on the eastern
base of the mountains. I learned however from the instructions of the
U. S. Commissioner that the Act of Congress of the 1lth August 1856
under which he was appointed limited the proceedings of the U. S. Com-
mission to the demarcation of the line of Boundary " which forms the
Boundary line between Washington Territory and the British Possessions"
and Mr Campbell gave me to understand that the northern boundary of
Washington Territory ended on the crest of the Rocky Mountains. I con-
sidered, therefore, that any work performed by the British Commission
beyond that point would have no joint official character; and apart from
the serious loss of time which must have been incurred in executing it, a
joint agreement as to the poirt a the base of the Mountains at which the
Boundary under the Convention of 20th October, 1818, might be assumed
to terminate would have beei necessary, into which the U. S. Commissioner
was not prepared to enter.

11. Having in former reports offered a few remarks on the nature of the
country traversed during each working season, I may now state that the
intervals between the Newhoialpitkw and Columbia, and between the latter
river and the Kootenay, are occupied by masses of rugged mountains rising
to altitudes of five and six thousand feet. The valleys of the main streams
alone afford means of communication between the British and United
States Territories. The water carriage afforded by the Columbia river is
much used both by Indians and gold-diggers ; and it is only within the last
few years that the Hudson's Bay Company have discontinued to send an
annual express from Fort Colville to the eastern side of the Rocky Moun-
tains, which used to proceed by water for several hundred miles to the
, boat encampment" at foot of the pass in the main chain between the

Columbia and the head waters of the Athabasca;-but the lower parts of
the Pend d'oreille and Kootenay rivers are much obstructed by rapids and
even the Indians residing on their banks seem to make use of those streams
to a limited extent. Captn. Haig found the only favorable ground for Lis
main trail between the Newhoialpitkw and Columbia to lie entirely south
of the Boundary; and the country under the 49th parallel between the
Columbia and Kootenay west is practically impassable. In 1860 Captn.
Darrah proceeded from the Columbia to the Kootenay Lake by the North-
east fork of the Salmon river and an opposite ravine issuing on the lake
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about twelve miles north of the Boundary, but the route proved to be quite
unfit for our purposes, though in case of necessity it might be possible to
carry a frontier road over it.

Between the western and eastern intersections of the Kootenay rugged
mountains again intervene ; but the northern trail, forking near Kootenay
west and following the upper valley of the Mooyie, is .arried over a moderate
pass at an altitude of about 2,730 feet;-and much of the thickly wooded
valley of the Yah'k (principally to the south of the Boundary) is flat, but it
is separated fromu the Mooyie and Kootenay by lofty and rugged divides, and
if approached by its entrance it would probably be found to terminate in a
cul-de-sac, in vhe mountains in which the river heads on the right or
western bank of the upper Kootenay. Trails do not exist up the valleys of
the Yah'k and lower Mooyie. The practicable entrances into this part of
British territory are therefore by the valley of the upper of Lower
Kootenay; or by the upper Mooyie trail which affords a tolerably favor-
able route, passing over a considerable tract of tableland on the watershed
at an altitude of about 2,750 feet. The lne of route within United States
territory between the Kootenay (Chdlemta) and the Spokane rivers is very
favorable, there being no mountains to traverse; and the whole distance
could easily be made practicable for wheel transport-wagous having been
used both by this and the T. S. Commission as far as Sinyakwateen.

On the means of access to British territory by the valley of the Flathead
river I am unable to report, as it is at present unapproachable at its
intersection by the Boundary ; and it is I believe not even traversed by
Indians, though perhaps visited by hunting parties as trails were met with.
The south Kootenay or Boundary pass between the Kootenay river and the
prairies east of the Rocky Mountains, I consider to offer a very favorable
means of communication for travellers and pack-transport, though I am not
able to compare its facilities with those of other passes in use. As may be
expected, between the Kootenay and Flathead, and between the Flathead
and main chain of the mountains, the tr,. 1 is more or less' rocky and

rugged ; but no very serious difficulties are to be met with, and good "feed"
for animals is to be obtained at convenient intervals. The trail crosses the
pass between the Kootenay and Flathead at the south end of the Galton
range at an altitude of 4,970 feet; being about 3,035 feet above the
Rootenay valley and 1,235 above that of the Flathead at the points where
the trail strikes those streams. The true " pass " over the mountain ridge
5,500 feet above the sea (being six or seven hundred fret below the summit
level of the existing trail, according to Captain Blakiston, R.A.), does not
appear to have been in use; as the Indian trail, leaving the valley of the
Kishenebu at the point where that stream after following a north-west
course from its source turns to the south west, proceeds by a long and very
steep ascent directly over the crest of the mountains; whereas by the upper
valley of the Kishenehu the ascent is gradual throughout, and the water-
shed is reached almost unexpectedly, while on the eastern side of the
mountains there appears to be a similarly favorable descent by the valley of
a small stream falling into Waterton Lake-this route may be a little
longer than the other, but it would pass by much more favorable grades
over a considerably lower level. The Indians were probably induced to use
the direct trail over the mountains in consequence of the existence of much
fallen timber and a few swampy places in the upper part of the Kishenehu
valley, but a very little well-directed labour would make this road in every
respect very superior to that hitherto in use. The south Kootenay pass is
probably open from June to September inclusive, though in 1858 Captain
Blakiston met with a depth of two feet of snow as early as the 6th Septemt-
ber, but it is likely that this soon disappeared, and that the pass continued
open for soeme weeks longer. It does not appear to have been in very



FOREIGN OFFICE CORRESPONDEN7TCE.

general use until the improvements upon the trail last year, by the U. S.
Commission, led the Kootenay Indians to adopt this route in preference to
that which they had hitherto followed in their hunting expeditions to tbe
eastern prairies. No agricultural land properly so called, was met with
during the year's operations. The Kootenay -alley south of the Lake, is
hemmed in by mountains and perfectly fiat, and it consists of light alluvial
soil which produces rich grass of great value to the Indians, especially for
wintering their horses; but it is flooded to a considerable depth during
great part of the summer. The Tobacco plains on the east side of the
upper Kootenay are arid and sandy, and quite unfit for cultivation-the
grass upon them seems to become parched up at an early period of the year.
There is some open land of somewhat similar character to the Tobacco
plains on the western side of the upper Kootenay and on the divide between
it and the Mooyie; and at the head of the latter stream there is a small
patch of well-grassed land, due apparently to spring floods; but with the
above exceptions, almost the entire frontier which came under the obser-
vation of the Commission consisted of wood growing on poor soil, mountain
and rock.

14. I have the honor to enclose a tracing showing the course of the Bound-
ary from the eastern intersection of the Newhoialpitkw at Statapoosten to its
eastern terminus at the Rocky Mountains and the lines of communication
with the various points upon it alluded to in this report.

15. . .............................. ............... ........
I have the honor to be,

Your Lordship's most obedient, humble servant,

J. S. HAWKINS,
Lieut: Colonel RI. Engrs.

H. M Commissioner.
The Right Honble.

The Secretary of State,
for Foreign Affairs,

&c. &c. &c.

Endorsed. Colville, Washington Territory, U. S., December 31st, 1861.
Lieut: Colonel J. S. Hawkins, R.E., H.M. Boundary Commissioner. No.
24, 1 enclosure (tracing) Reed, June 2. By post through H.M. Consul at
San Francisco. Report of the proceedings of the North American Bound-
ary Commission during the working season of 1861.

Tracing

to accompany the report of the proceedings of the North American Boun-
dary Commission during 1861.

Enclosure No. 1 in Despatch No. 24, dated 31st December, 1861.
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F. O. 811, No. 25.
America,
1858-63. HI.M. BOUNVDARY COMMESSION,

COLVILLE, WASHINGToN TERRITORY,
U. S., January 29th, 1862.

My LoRD,

2. Paragraph 12 of my report No. 24 shows that at the close of
active operations in the past season which brought the field work of the
Commission to completion excepting at the western extremity of the Bound-
ary which remaining portion is now in progress and ought soon to be fin-
ished, immediate steps were taken to employ the Detachment of Royal
Engineers to the best advantage while awaiting the earliest opportunity to
remove from this place for the purpose of returning to England; and that
the number of engaged men retained in employment was reduced to two or
three axemen required to supply firewood, and some packers travelling
with or in charge of the pack-train.

3. I do not yet know when Captain Darrah is likely to complete the work
in his hands between Point Roberts and Schweltza, as he did not get to work
quite as soon as I expected, it will perhaps be some time in the course of
next month, if he marks the Boundary in the manner I consider necessary
by revising the cutting throughout, in addition to placing the iron monu-
ments on the parallel; but from a letter recently received from him I bave
reason to fear that he may only fix the monuments on the line by measure-
ments from the original cutting, without opening a revised vista. This
would not be in accordance with my instructions to him ; and as, owing to
the severity of the weather and other causes, communication with this place
bas almost entirely ceased for the preeent, I greatly fear that Captn. Darrah
will have broken up his party and withdrawn to Esquimalt without the
possibility of my rectifying the omission. If made, such an omission would
certainly close the work at a somewhat earlier period and at somewhat re-
duced expense ; but it would leave that easily accessible part of the Bound-
ary much less perfectly defined than I intended it to be ...............

I have the honor to be,
Your Lordship's most obedient, humble servant,

J. S. HAWKINS,
Lieut : Colonet R. Engre.

H. M Commissioner.
The Right Honble.

The Secretary of State,
for Foreign Affairs,

&c. &c. &c.

Endorsed. Colville, Washington Territory, U. S., Jany. 29th, 1862. Lieut:
Col: Hawkins, R.E. No. 25. Reporting the proposed movements of the
North American Boundary Commission on the completion of the field work
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No. 28.

H. M. BouNDARY CommissIoN. TopoGRAPHICAL OFFICE,
4 NEW STREET, SPRING GARDENS, August 4th, 1862.

My LoRD,-I have the honor to inform your Lordship that in accord-
ance with the intention expressed in my letter No. 26 of the 17th June
last, I visited Washington on my way to England for the purpose of com-
municating with the United States Boundary Commissioner, of ascertaining
the progress made in the work of the American Commission, and of making
myself acquainted with Mr. Campbell's wishes respecting our future joint
proceedings with a view to bringing them to conclusion as quickly as
possible. I found that an office for the performance of the work of the
Commission had been opened in Washington, in which the various details
were in active progress under the majority of the staff of officers by whom
the field operations had been conducted.

2. It appeared to me on learning what was doing in the U. S. Commission
office that a minute revision of the astronomical work had been entered
upon-beginning with the first process, which was iot at all necessary for
the due and satisfactory performance of what remains to be done jointly by
the two Commissions. I mentioned this to Mr. Campbell, also stating my
opinion that in the absence of any special provisions in the Treaty of the
15th June, 1846, similar to those in that of the 9th August, 1842, it would
be desirable to regulate our proceedings more or less by those adopted in
the settlement of the New Brunswick and Maine Boundary after the com-
pletion of the field work or in the settlement of the Boundary between the
United States and Mexico under the Treaty of Mexico of the 30th Decem-
ber, 1853. With this view I understood Mr. Campbell to coincide.

3. I was informed that the revision above alluded to had reference more
to the probable publication of an extended and elaborate report of the pro-
ceedings of the U. S. Commission, than to the practical requirements of the
joint Commission which could be satisfactorily fulfilled by making use of
the data already depended upon for the actual demarcation of the Boundary.

I stated that I had no reason to believe Her Majesty's Government would
approve of or consent to the inevitable delay and increased expense which
would attend any such revision of the work of the British Commission,
which was not required to bring our joint labors to a satisfactory termina-
tion.

4. The necessary steps to complete the duties of the joint Commission
and to confirai the authenticity of the Boundary-line resulting from their
operations, appear to me to be as follows :-

The examination, comparison, and formal adoption of the astronomical
determinations on which the demarcation of the Boundary line depends.*

The preparation of a joint report affirming the execution of the first article
of the Treaty under which the Commissions were appointed, and authenti-
cating the Boundary line defined by them.

The interchange of a joint map compiled from the operations of the two
Commissions and representing as accurately as possible the position of the
Boundary throughout its course and the interchange of copies of so much
of the astronomical and surveying notes of the two Commissions as upon
consideration may be deemed desirable, as a record of the data on which
the execution of the first article of the Treaty has been based.t

*This Lieut. A. informed me was done by Capt. Haig in the autumn of 1862.
tThese latter documents are in Lieut. Anderson's hands and ready to be presented.
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8. I am hardly able at present to state to your Lordship the course it
would be desirable to follow in conducting communications between the two
Commissions with a view to the final settlement of the several points upon
which mutual agreement is necessary. There wonld be no difficulty in the
matter if the two Commissions were located at the same place-London or
Washington; but this not being the case, some practical difficulty is
involved. The comparison of astronomical determinations might be made,
and the preparation of formai documents &c. conducted, by means of postal
communication; but even then one or more personal meetings might be
deemed necessary-in which event Mr. Campbell seemed to wish that the
British Commission should be in the first instance proceed to Washington,
to which, in consideration of the precedent of the Nev Brunswick and
Maine Boundary Commission, and of the question appertaining to the
American continent, I saw no objection. The preparation of the joint map
to be compilerl from the separate maps of the two Commissions presents
greater difficulties ; but I request permission not to enter upon that question
at present, the more as I am not prepared with any satisfactory pr.position
regarding it.

9. When on this subject, I beg very respectfully to suggest to your
Lordship the probable necessity of concluding the operations of the Com-
mission by a convention supplementary to the Treaty of the 15th June,
1846, declaring the Boundary marked out and adopted by the joint Com-
mission to be the Boundary laid down in the first Article of the Treaty; as
the utmost care and skill are inadequate to determine the latitude with
such undoubted precision that some question as to its accuracy in whole or
in part-.may not be raised at some future time. I have no doubt that
this will be found to be the opinion of the highest scientific authorities.
We had ample proof of it in the course of our operations ; and the nature
of the country in which they were conducted ought not to be lost sight of..

I have the honour to be,
Your Lordship's most obedient,

humble servant,
J. S. HAWKINS,

Lieut: Colonel Rl. Enqrs.
H. M. Commissioner.

The Right Honble.
The Secretary of State,

for Foreign Affairs,
&c. &c. &c.

Endorsed. London August 4th 1862. Lieut: Colonel J. S. Hawkins,
H. M. Boundary Commissioner; No. 28, reporting the state of the work
of the North American Boundary Commission and the steps necessary to
bring is to completion.

. o. 8n, H. M: BOUNDARY COMMISSION,
America, TOPoGRAPHICAL OFFICE,
1858-63. 4 NEW STREET, SPRING GARDENS,

October 27th, 1862.

SrR,-Will you be good enough to instruct me as to the manner of obtain-
ing funds for carrying on the work of the North American Boundary Com-
mission from the lst of this month, on the estimates forwarded with my
letter No. 31 of the 14th inst. It is probable that the sums required to
close the Boundary accounts up to the above named date will be furnished
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to me by the War Department, as had been hitherto done from the first
formation of the Commission-those accounts are not yet quite complete,
but will be made so in a few days; and I intend to bring them to an exact
balance so as to begin a fresh account from the lst instant. I have obtained
authority from the War Department for the supply of stationery articles
for the use of the Commission office at No. 2 Victoria Street, Westminster
Abbey. I took this course to avoid inconvenience and delay as I had heen
so lon"g in communication with that Department on all matters of detail,
but I presume that I shal have to trouble you on any future occasions.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient,
humble servant,

J. S. HAWKINS,
Lieut: Colonel RI. Engre.

H. M. Commissioner
E. HAMMOND, Esq., C.B.,

Under Secretary of State,
Foreign Office.

Endorsed. Colonel Hawkins, 27th October, 1862. How is he to draw
funds for the continuance of the Commn. work ? Land Boundary Commn.
Ansd. October 23.

The arrangement for the issue of funds by the War Department is not
superruled by his being employed on the same service in England. He will
be apprised when the Treasury approve estimate.
2108 U. S.

H. M. BOUNDARY COMMIsSION,
F. O. 811, No. 33. 2 VICTORIA STREET, WESTMINSTER,
America, January 3rd, 1863.

1. My LoRD,-I have the honor to submit for your consideration a copy
of a report of his proceedings furnished to me by Captn. R. W. Haig, R.A.,
Chief Astronomer to the North American Land Boundary Commission,
who was recently dispatched by me to Washington to communicate with
the United States Commission in furtherence of our joint operations.

2. The point immediately at issue bas reference to the preparation of a
map to accompany and illustrate the proposed joint report affirming the
execution of the first article of the Trea.ty of the 15th June, 1846. In th e
opinion of the two Commissions, and guided by the precedent of the treaty
for the settlement of the New Brunswick and Maine Boundary (9th August,
1842), a joint map seems to be almost if not quite indispensable; and indeed
I question if the U. S. Commissioner could be induced to consent to the
final ratification of our proceedings if such a document was not forthcoming.

3. Under the circumstances reported by Captn. Haig, I agree with him
in thinking the arrangement he proposes--that he should again proceed to
Washington, probably by about the end of this month after hearing from
the U. S. Astronomer-to offer the most rapid means open to us for pro-
ceeding with the joint map; but with reference to his estimate that-if we
meet with no further delay-such map may be completed by about the end
of June-it is my duty to represent to your Lordship that even then the
preparation of the final report and the ratification of the proceedings of the
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joint Commission would still have to be entered upon. In my opinion,
these technicalities need occupy but a short time; but I have reason to fear
that the completion of the U. S. map will be protracted to an indefinite
and distant period and that the U. S. Commissioner will not be inclined to
lend his aid to forward these closing proceedings while bis own work con-
tinues in an unfinished state.

4. A map constructed from our own observations and authorities conld
still be prepared within the limit of the estimate submitted to your Lordship
with my letter No. 31 of the 14th October, leaving probably sufficient time
at command to proceed to Washington for the preparation of the final joint
report, if no delay should be interposed with respect to that document;
bu. as I have now no idea that such would be the case, and as I think there
can be no doubt that it is very necessary to bring the proceedings of the
Commission to a formal conclusion that will be satisfactory to both parties,
I need not trouble your Lordship with any remarks upon a course which I
am not prepard to recommend, and which I do not think you would con-
sider it desirable to adopt.

5. I am well aware of the wish of Her Majesty's Government to bring this
Comniission to the earliest possible close, and it is my earnest desire to do
all in my power to that end ;-but I trust your Lordship will observe that
our proceedings are in a great measure dependent upon those of the U. S.
Commission. From the delay already incurred by the failure of the object
of Captn. Haig's recent journey to Washington, the time he bas now named
is the very earliest by which it will be possible to complete our copy of the
joint map, and that is contingent on no further delays being interposed;
but as it seems to me very unlikely-as I have before said-that the U. S.
Commissioner will then consent to our making any further progress towards
the winding up of the joint Commission until he considers his own work to
be in a sufficiently advanced state for the purpose, it is not in my power to
give your Lordship an estimate of any value as to the probable time when
the work of the two Commissions will be in a state to admit of their being
mutually closed.

As soon therefore as our copy of the joint iap is ready, it may be the
best plan to suspend the action of the British Commission until the U. S.
Commission is prepared to take part in whatever may then require to be
done.

6. The failure of the estimate under the terms of which the Commission is
at present working bas rendered it necessary to trouble your Lordship with
the above report, and to request any instructions with which you may think
fit to honour me. It may appear sufficient for the present to authorize me
to proceed with the joint map and other documentary details witb the
least possible delay; and to take further action at a somewhat later period,
wben 1 may be in a position to submit a further report of our progress to
your Lordship, which I should not fail to do as soon as it appeared
necessary.

Meanwhile, while awaiting your commands, the work of the Commission
is in active progress.

I have the honour to be,
Your Lordship's most obedient,

humble servant,
J. S. ifAWKINS,

Lieut: Colonel RIl. Engrs.
HJ.Commissioner.

The Right Honble.
The Secretary of State,

for Foreign Affairs,
&c. &c. &c.

iii-6
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Endorsed. London, January 3rd, 1863. Lt. Colonel J. S. Hawkins,R.E.,
EKM. Boundary Commissioner. No. 33. i enclosure. Recd. Jany. 5th by
Messenger. Report upon, and requesting instructions as to the proceed-
ings of the North American Boundary Commission.

2 VICTORIA STREET, S.W.,
31st December, 1862.

F..O. 811 Copy.America,
1858-63. S. ANDERSON,

Lieut: R.E.

Sr,--Having returned from Washington I have the honor to report
that in consequence of the American Commission being as yet unprepared
to produce a table of Latitudes and Longitudes on principal points on and
near the Boundary similar to the one which I took with me I was unable
to make the necessary comparisons in order to determine finally the position
of such points with a view to their being laid down as a basis of construc-
tion of a joint map of the Boundary line and Country adjacent to it.

The American Commission expected to be prepared with such a table
in three or four weeks from the 15th inst. and when ready it will be sent
to us. When we receive this information it will be dificult to decide upon
final positions in the absence of any member of the American Commission,
but I expect to have sufficiently accurate data for the commencement of
the final map. The next Ltep will be to compare the details of our existing
maps with those of the Americans, to do which one of their members must
come here or else one of the British Commission go to Washington.

I propose at once to prepare tracings of our existing maps and te ;old
myself in readiness to go. again to Washington with them as soon as we
hear that the American Commission are prepared to make the necessary
comparisons. The date of my return from this trip cannot be estimated
earlier than the end of March 1863.

This would postpone the completion of the joint map to the end of June
1863. The plan proposed above is without doubt the most rapid open to,
us of constructing such a map.

It appears to be the opinion of Mr. Campbell U.S. Commissioner and of
the Astronomer of bis Commission that the proper way of winding up our
joint operations is by the production of a map embodying the results of the
observations of both Commissions. In this opinion I entirely concur but
have to report that it cannot be done within the time estimated by you for
the completion of our work.

To finish within the specified; time it will be necessary to give up all idea
of a joint map and for us to construct one from our own authorities and
observations.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient, humble servant,
R. W. HAIG, Captn. RI. Arty.

Chief Astronomer, N.A.B. Commn.
Lieut: Colonel Hawkins,

Royal. Engineers,
H.M. Commissioner.

Endorsed. Letter dated London, December 31st, 1862, from Captn.
Haig, R.A., Chief Astronomer to the North; American Land Boundary
Commission, to Lt: Colonel Hawkins, R.E.,. Commr., reporting his pro-
ceedings in Washington, inclosure in letter No. 33.
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F. O. 811, No. 36.
America,
1858.63. -H. M. SouNDARY CoenISSIoN,

2 VIcToRIA STREET, WESTMINSTER,
July 31st, 1863.

MY LoRD,-In my letter No. 33 of the 3rd January I stated that I
should submit to your Lordship a further report upon the proceedings of
the North American land-Boundary Commission as soon as such a step
appeared to be necessary, which I now proceed to take in accordance with
the arrangements proposed in the letter above alluded to, immediately on
receiving an intimation from t'.e Astronomer to the United States Com-
mission that he was prepared to proceed with the comparison of the work
of the two Commissions. Captain Haig the Chief Astronomer to this
Commission again went to Washington in the n.iddle of February. On his
arrival there I am sorry to say Captain Haig found that such a state of
preparation did not exist and that the computations on which his work
depended were not in a condition to admit of material progress being made.
He immediately communicated this state of things to me; and having
informed me of what was being done,. said he did not consider it desirable
to return to England as he had previously done-without bringing some
information with him to enable us to proceed with the preparation of our

final maps, &c. and he subsequently remarked that his doing so would he
thought have the effect of breaking off negotiations with the American
Commission-a step which at this advanced stage of our proceedings would
be more than ever undesirable. Captain Haig eventually returned home
on the 13th June after an absence of four months, bringing with him data
which enabled us ab once to set to work upon the maps.

In my opinion his communications with the U. S. Commission were con-
ducted with judgment and discretion, and have tpnded to forward the work;
though we cannot but deeply regret the loss of much valuable time during
his detention in America. Even now we are not in possession of all the
information we require, and which we hope to receive from time to time
through the post; but your Lordship will I think easily understand the
difficulty and inconvenience of having to arrive at results common to the
two Commissions at such a distance apart; while in the present state of
affairs in America and with a view to economy, it would not have been
desirable to. have established ourselves at Washington,-and the U. S.
Commissioner las shewn no inclination to transfer himself and his staff to
this country.

In paragraph 3 of my letter No. 33, I reported that it might be possible
to complete the maps by about the end of June, if we met with no further
delay; that is, if having proceeded to Washington by the end of January,
Captn. Haig had returned with all the necessary information within reason-
able ime, say by the end of March. This was obviously rendered impossible
by his not having been able to return until the time mentioned for the
completion of the maps. There seems reason to believe that the maps to
be prepared by the U. S. Commission will be very elaborately finished at
the expenditure of inuch time and cost; but this is not I think necessary,
nor do I conceive that your Lordship would approve of it, in the case of
the British Commission, though I should wish to ,roduce creditable draw-
ings at our final meetings with the American Commission, and as permanent
official records of the demarcation of the Treaty Boundary-Such maps are
now in progress. Their execution is tedious; and it is not easy to procure
draftsmen accustomed to the kind of work which is of a somewhat unusual
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character; but as 1 am anxious to push on and employ as many hands as
I conveniently can, I am now endeavouring to procure the services of one
or two additional and competent men from the Ordnance Survey or else-
where. By the end of the present quarter I hope that the maps, &c. will
be nearly but I fear not quite completed ; and by that time I may perhaps
be able to inform your Lordship if there is any probability of the United
States Commission being then ready to ratify and close our joint proceed-
ings; or if, as suggested in my letter No. 33 and approved of by the
Treasury Board it will be necessary to suspend the action of this Com-
mission until the U. S. Commission is prepared for our final meeting.

I have the honour to be,
Your Lordship's most obedient,

humble servant,
J. S. HAWKINS,

Lieut : Colonel Rl. Engrs.
H. M. Commissioner.

The Right Honble.
The Secretary of State,

for Foreign Affairs,
&c. &c. &c.

Endorsed. London, July 31, 1863. Lieut, Col. Hawkins, R.E., H. M.
Boundary Commissioner. No. 36, Reeeived Aug. 31, by messenger. Re-
porting proceedings of the North American Land Boundary Commission.

Y. O. 811, No. 38.
America,
1858-63. H. M. BOUNDAaY COMMISSION,

2 VICTORIA STREET, WESTMINSTER,
February 24th, 1864.

My LORD,-I beg leave to report to you that I propose to close the
office of the North American Boundary Commission on the 29th instant,
and to remove the records of the Commission to Woolwich at which station
I hold the command of the Royal Engineer Department. The maps are
not quite completed, but will be so by the employment of a draftsman for
a few weeks longer ; and when done, I hope to be permitted the honour of
personally submitting to your Lordship the results of the labours of the
Commission.

I discontinued to diaw pay on account of the Commission from the lst
October last; Captn. Haig, the Chief Astronomer, from the 1st January ;
and Lieut: Anderson, the Secretary, will do so from the lst March; but,
as we shall al] be stationed at Woolwich, with the permission of the
authoritis at the Horse Guards and War Office we shall be ready to re-
assemble for the final meeting which I presume to be necessary for the
ratification of our joint proceedings, and the authoritative adoption of the
Boundary marked out by us, as soon as the United States Commission is
prepared for it.
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I propose to inform the «U. S. Commissioner that the Commission Office
in London will be closed; but that the oicers of the Commission will
attend to any communications addressed to us at Woolwich.

I have the honour to be,
Your Lordship's most obedient,

humble servant,
J. S. HAWKINS,

Colonel & Lt. Col. R.E.,
H. M. Commissioner.

The Right Honble.
The Secretary of State,

for Foreign Affairs,
&c. &c. &c.

Endorsed. Colonel Hawkins, No. 38. Cregon Land Boundary Office of
the Commission in London to be closed on the 29th. Proposed proceedings.

F. O. 811, No. 39.
America,
1858-63. ROYAL ENGINEERS' OFFICE,

WooLwrcn, April 30th, 1864.

Si,-In reply to your letter of the 22nd ultimo, I have the honour to
state for the information of Earl Russell that, in accordance with the
intention stated in my letter of the 24th February, on closing the London
Office of the North American Boundary Commission at the end of that
month, the records and maps were removed to this place. One draftsman
is still engaged on the tedious operation of completing the writing and
finishing up tho more minute parts of the drawings of the several series of
maps. I did not overlook the instructions conveyed to me in your letter
of the 29th September last respecting the deposit of the maps &c. if possible
in some fireproof building previously to their being finally authenticated by
the joint Commission. Though not fireproof, this office is I hope safe from
fire ; but it is necessary to have the maps at hand while they remain
incomplete.

On their being quite finished I intend to submit to Earl Russell a propo-
sition to obtain a few copies of them, for public use and record, by means of
the photo-zincographic process which can I believe be readily done at the
Ordnance Survey establishment at Southampton at very small cost; after
which, on their being bound up, and merely awaiting authentication by the
joint Commission they might be deposited in the Foreign Office, or at such
other place as his Lordship might approve.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,

J. S. HAWKINS,
Colonel & Lt. Colonel

R.E. H.M. Commissioner.
E. HAMMOND, Esq., C.B.

TUnder Secretary of State,
Foreign Office.

Endorsed. Colonel Hawkins. D. âO, April. Rec. 3 May, 1864. Ansd.
22nd March. Maps of N. A. Boundary Commission at Woolwich. As to
taking copies of maps by photo-zincographic process.
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America, H. M. BoUNDARY CoMMIssIoN,F. 0. l6, WASINGTON, U.S.1865-71. 10th May, 1869.

My LORD,-In compliance with your instructions conveyed to me by
Mr. Hammond on the 22nd February, I left Barbados .on the 9th and
arrived at New York on:the 2lst April. Lieut: S. Anderson, R.E., Secre-
tary to the Boundàry Commission, arrived on the same night and joined
me on the following morning. We proceeded to Washington on the 23rd
April; and having reported our arrival to Her Majesty's Minister on the
morning of the 24th, I put myself into immediate communication with Mr.
A. Campbell, the United States Commissioner.

2. I have now the honor to inform your Lordship that on the afternoon
of the 7th instant our labours were brought to a conclusion, which will I
hope be quite satisfactory to you and Her Majesty's Government, and meet
with the Approval of Her Majesty. Several days were occupied in the
careful comparison of the astronomical determinations, and of the Maps,
&c., and formînal meetings of the joint Commission were held.on 4th, 5th,
6th and 7th May. A protocol authenticating the points .by which the land
Boundary bas been defined upon the ground, ,nd the .maps severally pre-
pared by the two Commissions was agreed upon; and it and the maps were
countersigned by Mr. Campbell and myself on the 7th instant. The pro-
tocol is herewith enclosed, with the two lists of astronomical determinations
alluded to in its first clause; together with the originals of the two
protocols adopted on the 14th August, 1858, and 8th November, 1860,
Copies of which were sent to the Foreign Office with my letters, Nos. 3 and
14 dated 28th March, 1859, .and 28th March, 1861, and of the minutes of
the proceedings of the joint Commission in April 1859 on which occasion
no agreement was arrived at as reported in my letter No: 6 of the 31st
May 1859. The maps require some trifling corrections of detail and the
addition of some names common to the two sets; and upon their completion
I have desired Lieut: Anderson to convey them to.the Foreign Office, to be
disposed of.as your Lordship imay see fit to direct.

3. The detailed reports made by me during the progress.of the work con-
tain minuteinformation both as to our operations and the nature of the
country traversed by.the Land Boundary,; but upon reporting the execution
of so.much of.the Treaty of the 15th June, 1846, as was comprised in my
Commission.it may be as well to recapitulate in brief terms the nature and
results of those operations.

4. Between the extreme east and:west points, upon the watershed of the
Rocky Mountains and the eastern shore of the Channel which separates the
Continent of North America from Vancouver's Island in West Longitude
114° 3' 34" and 123° 3' 53", the exact length of the Boundary upon the 49th
Parallel. of North Latitude is 409h miles. The position of the Parallel was
determined.f rom 28 astronomical stations, 11 of which wére established by
the .British Commission, 14 by the American Commission and 3 were ob-
served from .by both. Another station was fixed by the British Commission,
at Schweltza Lake, but it was rejected for the reasons given in paragraphs
11 and 16 of my Report No: 9 of the 21st May 1860 and again referred to
in letter No: 24 dated 31st December 1861 though our after experience of
the most accurate instrumental observations in that mountainous country
now leads to the conclusion that the result at Schweltza was quite as
trustworthy as any of the others. lIt is however not included .in our final
determinations. I believe the observations of the two Commissions to have
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been made with the utmost at ;ainable precision, which is most conclusively
shown by the computations; )ut upon connecting 5 of the stations by the
demarcation of a continuous line of Boundary in the 60 mile3 between
Similkameen and Statapoosten stations, we were greatly disappointed by
the discovery of sonewhat large discrepancies between all the determina-
tions of the accuracy of which we had previously been quite satisfied, and
which can only be attributed to prevading physical causes affecting the
Instrumental observations which were quite beyond our control. By
agreement these discrepancies were adjusted by the U.S. Commission, by
the verification of the work of the British Commission and the adoption of
a mean parallel between the determinations alluded to which probably
approximates very nearly to the true 49th parallel; but as this test was
not practicable in any other cases, the astronomical determinations have in
tbem been necessarily adhered to.

5. The actual demarcation was affected as follows:-The western extremity
of the Boundary is marked by a substantial Granite obelisk in West Longi-
tude 123° 3' 53", which stands upon a steep cliff on the western face of the
prolmontory of Point Roberts, about 160 feet above the sea. The several
faces of the obelisk are inscribed as follows-on the north face with the
names of Her Majesty's water and Land Boundary Commissioners, Captn.
J. C. Prevost and G. H. Richards, R.N., and Lieut: Colonel J. S.
Hawkins, R.E., on the South face with the name of the American Com-
missioner Archibald Campbell,-on the West face with the designation and
date of the Treaty, viz: Treaty of Washington, 15th June, 1846,-and on
the east face with the Latitude and Longitude. and the year of erection,
viz: Latitude 49° 0' 0" N., Longitude 123 3' 53" W, Erected 1861. For
44 8-10 miles eastward there are 42 iron pillars placed at points on the
Boundary which the officer to whom the duty was entrusted thought most
suitable and convenient. One pillar stands on the eastern face of Point
Roberts, 2 miles 704 yards from the obelisk, and there are two intermediate
pillars in the interval at average distances apart of somewhat more than ¾
mile. A pillar on the west shore of Semiahmoo Bay is 12 m: 1177 yards:
from that on Point Roberts on the opposite side of the Bay; and thence in
29-¾ miles to the easternmost pillar the average distance apart is about 1380
yds. varying between one mile 124.5 yds., and 198 yds., on the opposite
banks of the Sumass River. These pillars all stand in a continuous cutting
through the forest or in intervening patches of swamp and Prairie.
From the easternmost iron pillar to the right or west bank of the Similka-
meen River, in 107 9-10 aiiles, the Boundary is defined in the vicinity of 9
astronomical stations by 19 cairns or pyramids built of dry stones as care-
fully as the materials and circumstances would permit, and one bench-mark
cut on the face of a rock (at Ensakwatch); and at several stations short
vistas were also cut in the forest, between the cairns. This wide interval
comprises the rugged and inhospitable region of the Cascade Mountains in
which it would only have been possible to mark the Boundary line more
continuously by an expenditure of time and money out of all proportion to
the object in view. One of the widest unmarked intervals on the Bound-
ary occurs in these Mountains, between Pasayten and Naisnuloh, the dis-
tance between the marked points being 23 7-10 miles ; and this might have
been obviated by placing a station on the main or western branch of the
Naisnuloh River vhich however would have prolonged the work of the
British Commission by another Season.-

From a cairn at the foot of the Mountains on the West side of the Sim-
ilkameen River to the east or left bank of the Columbia, the Boundary for
95 miles is well and continuously marked by 69 stone cairns and one mound
of earth, and'bv forest cuttings in all necessary cases. This was the most
favourable portion of the work part of the line passing over rolling prairie
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country interspersed with wood ; but very considerable portions were also
mountainous, rugged and heavily timbered, though more accessible from the
valley of the Newhoialpitkwn River than were the Cascade Mountains.
Two cairns stand within 129 yards of each other on the east bank of the
Columbia River (one having been placed by each Commission) and the
average distance apart of the remainder is 1 mile 679 yards. From the
hill tops the line of Boundary defined hy the cairns and cuttings can be
traced for many miles.

Por the remaining 161-8/10 miles between the eastern cairn on the left
bank of the Columbia River and the terminal point on the watershed of
the Rocky Mountains in West Longitude 114° 3' 28", the Boundary passes
over successive Mountain ranges intersected only by, the Valley of the
Kootenay River at two points 75-¾ miles apart, and by the adjacent valleys
of the Flathead River and its tributary Kishenehu Creek, by which alone,
the 49th parallel is practically accessible though even then by long circuit-
ous routes. This portion of the line is marked in the vicinity of 9 astrono-
mical stations, by 26 cairns and one bench-mark cut in the face of a rock at
the Kootenay Mtn. Station, and by a cairn fixed by survey on the trail
between Kootenay West and Mooyie Stations ; and the usual forest vistas
were cut at the several defined points, besides longer cuttings of 10 and 7
miles at the eastern crossing of the Kootenay, and between the Flathead
and Kishenehu Rivers. No better means for marking the eastern end of
the Boundary were at command than by a dry stone pyramid of the usual
description which was built as carefully as possible, and which may be pre-
served for many years by its protected situation on a narrow saddle with
precipitous sides connecting two lofty mountains, which position will more-
over serve to identify the approximate locality of the Bouudary at any
future time. Between the Columbia and the Rocky Mountains, exclusive
of the Mooyie trail cairn, and the intervals between Kootenay Mountain
and Kootenay West stations and Moùyie and Yahk stations, the distances
between the consecutively marked points at the several astronomical
stations average about 131 miles; but between the stations named they
extend. to 25 and 24 miles owing to the inaccessible nature of the inter-
vening country which is quite as bad as the Cascade Mountains.

6. Having thus described the manner in which the Land Boundary has
been marked from end to end, I respectfully request your Lordship's con-
sideration of the 3rd Article of the closing protocol by which the Commis-
sioners agreed to understand the Boundary laid out by them to consist of
a series of straight lines between the successively marked points, without
regard to the distances between those points or the curve of the parallel in.
the longer intervals. We were induced to do this upon the consideration
that it was of the greatest importance, nothing should be left for future
discussion or settlement, and that our operations should be final and con-
clusive. Even had the Boundary line been continuously marked through-
out by defined points at say a mile apart, the actual parallel would have
been departed from by the straight lines or chords joining such lines upon
it; and owing to the insuperable difficulties attending a more minute
demarcation in the rugged country traversed by us, we have been compelled
to adopt a more irregular and longer sided polygon than we should have
wished. I may state that opposite the centre of a chord of 25 miles in
length the departure from the 49th parallel would be about 40 yards, and
of 12 miles 9 yards, which in such country and under present circumstances
is of no appreciable value, and this even would be materially afiected by
the very great uncertainty attending the precision of the astronomical
results previously alluded to ; so 'bat I hope our definite action in the
matter will be fully approved. The points being identified, they can be
joined at any time with no greater difficulty than attends the running of a
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straight line between twofixed points over a rough country and sometimes
for a considerable distance, but no scientific question would be involved
in the operation which could be performed by any careful surveyor.

7. The above remarks lead me to request your Lordship's further con-
sideration of the necessity of entering. into a convention with the United
States, supplementary to the Treaty of the 15th June 1846, declaratory of
the Boundary marked out by the joint Commission being the Boundary of
the Treaty notwithstanding any possible departures from the actual line of
the Forty-ninth Parallel. The more than probability that such departures
unavoidably exist is alluded to above, and in previous reports; and the
necessity for a supplementary Convention was suggested by me in the con-
cluding paragraph of my letter No: 28 of the 4th August 1862, and recog-
nized by ier Majesty's Government in a letter from the Treasury to Mr.
Hammond dated 26th September 1862.

8. In conclusion, I have only to repeat previous recommendations that
some certain steps should be taken to preserve the Boundary marks laid
down at such large cost of time, labour and money. This cannot of course
be done without some occasional and special expenditure for the purpose,
as it ought not to be left to accidental opportunities; but it is very probable
that the country which was almost inaccessible in 1858-62 is now more or
less traversed along the greater part of the frontier line; and the labour of
a few Woodsmen under the supervision of the Colonial Survey Department,
for the maintenance of the stone cairns, and the preservation of the forest
cuttings, would not be very costly. In the more accessible parts as oppor-
tunities offer, it would be very desirable to substitute permanent monu-
ments of some simple character for the dry stone pyramids and 1 presume
this could be done by concert with the public authorities in the adjoining
United States territories. The obelisk at Point Roberts should be also
duly maintained, and the iron pillars on the western section of the line
occasionally painted. By these simple means the permanence of the Boun-
dary would be ensured. Trusting that my proceedings will meet with your
approbation, I have the honour to be

Your Lordship's most obedient humble servant

J. S. HAWKINS
Colonel RI. Engre.

H.M. Commissioner.
The Iýight Honble.

The Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs,

&c. &c. &c.

WsaiNGsoN D.C.
1869.

Meetings of the Commission on the part of Great Britain to ascertain
and mark out so much of the line of Boundary between the British Posses-
sions and thé United States described in the First Article of the Treaty
between Her Britannic Majesty and the United States of America dated
15th June 1846 as lies between the Rocky or Stony Mountains and the
Eastern shore of the Channel which separates the Continent of North
America from Vancouver's Island, and the Commission on the part of the
United States to carry into effect the first Article of the Treaty aforesaid,
held at. the ofice of the United States Boundary Commission, Washington,
District of Columbia, U.S. od thé 4th. 5th, 6th, and 7th May 1869.
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Present :

John Summerfield Hawkins, Colonel RI. Engrs. Her Majesty's Commis-
dioner for ascertaining and marking out the line of Boundary from the
p int on the Forty-ninth Parallel of North Latitude where the Boundary
laid down in existing Treaties and Conventions between Great Britain and
the United States terminates, to the point at .which the Forty ninth
Parallel of North Latitude strikes the eastern shore of the Channel which
separates the Continent from Vancouver's Island.

Samuel Anderscn, Lieut: Royal Engineers, Secretary to the British
Commission.

Archibald Campbell, Commissioner on the part of the United States to
carry into effect the first Article of the Treaty of the 15th June 1846
between the United States and Great Britain.

John G. Parke, Major U.S. Engineers and Brevet Major General U.S.A.
-Chief Astronomer and Surveyor on the part of the United States to
carry into effect the first Article of the Treaty as aforesaid.

William J. Warren-Secretary to the United States Commission.
Robert Wolseley Haig, Captain Royal Artillery, Chief Astrononer to

the British Commision-was unable to. attend the meetings of the joint.
Commission on account of serious illness.

1. The astronomical and geodetical determinations of the several astro-
nomical stations, and of the points on the Forty-ninth Parallel of North
Latitude by which the Boundary bas been defined between its western
terminus at Point Roberts in West Longitude 123° 3' 53" and its eastern
terminus on the watershed of the Rocky Mountains in west longitude 114°
3' 28" agreed upon and exchanged in May 1863 between Captain R. W.
Haig, R.A. Chief Astronomer of the British Commission and G. Clinton
Gardner, Asstant Astronomer and Surveyor to. the United States Com-
mission having been carefully compared and corrected are finally adopted;
and lists of them are countersigned (2) and hereunto attached.

2. The two sets of seven Maps prepared severally by the respectiNe Com-
missions upon the above named data on a scale of 1:120,000 having been
carefully compared and countersigned, are hereby declared to represent so
much of the Boundary described in the First Article of the Treaty between
Her Britannic Majesty and the United States of America dated 1Sth June
1846 as is comprised between the intersection of the watershed cf the
Rocky Mountains by the Forty-ninth Parallel of North Latitude in west
longitude 114° 3' 2S" and the point at which the 49th parallel of north
latitude strikes the Eastern shore of the Channel which separates the Con-
tinent from Vancouver's Island in West Longitude 123° 3' 53"'.

3. It is agreed by the Commissioners that, between any two successive
defined points, marked on the ground shown on the maps, and set forth in
the accompanying lists, the line of Boundary above described is to be under-
stood to be a right or straight'line; and that this rule is to apply through-
out the entire Boundary without regard to the distances between the con-
secutive points or to the course of the parallel in such intervals.

J. S. HAWKINS,
Colonel RI. Engrs.,

H.B.I. Commissioner.
7th May, 1869.

ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL.
U. S. Commissioner,

&c. &c. &c.
May 7th, 1869.

Endorsed. Copy to Mr. Thornton No. 190. June 26th, 1869. 1. ln
Colonel Hawkins, May 10th, 1869.



8 FOREIGN OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE. . iv

No. 1.

TABLE of Astronomical and Geodetical Stations located and determined by the 'United
States and British Commissions from which the 49th Parallel of North Latitude
was defined.

(To accompany Protocol of Proceedings of the Joint Commission dated Washington, May 7th, 1869).

Longitute West
Name of Points. Latitude North. of

Greenwich.

Obelisk at Initial Point............. .......... ........... 490 00' 0C-'- 123° 03' 53·0"

Camp Semiahmoo Obervatory .... ..... ..... ................ 49 G0 43-1 122 45 30-0

British Station.............................................. 49 00 00'O 122 37 01·6

Camp Sumass an4 Station.... ... ............................ 49 01 25·8 122 11 52-8

Camp Tummeahai..................................... ........ 49 02 04·9 121 47 34-4

Senehsai Station................ . ... .......... ....... ...... 49 00 34-3 121 36 15·4

Ensahkwatch Station................;........................... 49 00 30-0 121 30 41-8

Camp Chiloweyuck... ............ ..................... .... 49 00 22·2 121 23 41'8

Camp Chuchchehum................................. ....... 49 00 03-7 121 16 41-4

Camp Skagit. ............. .............................. 49 00 02·3 121 02 45-2

Roche Station................................................. 48 59 49·8 120 39 14-8

Camp Pasayten............ .................................. 48 59 42·6 120 32 12·8

Naisnuloh Station.......... .................. . .............. 48 59 53-9 120 00 18*8

Camp Similkameen..........................;................... 48 59 12-1 119 34 53·2

Camp Osoyoos and Osoyoos Station............. .......... .... 49 00 09-9 119 24 12·0

Camp Newhoialpitkwn............... .......... ............ . 48 59 04*3 118 44 28*5

Inchuintum Station......................... ................... 48 59 58·5 118 28 12.3

Camp Statapoosten.................................... ... .. 49 00 10-8 118 16 15-6

Camp Columbia....,...................................... 48 59 50-4 117 37 41-8

Fort Shepherd Station...................... ............. ..... 49 00 00·0 117 37 19-4

Pend d'Oreille Station....................... 49 00 03-5 117 21 52·9

Kootenay Mountain Station..................... ............... 49 00 12-8 117 10 48-4

Camp Kootenay West.......................................... 48 59 55·1 116 31 16·2

Camp Mooyie ................................................. 49 01 26·0 116 12 40-5

Yahk Station ............. .... .................. 48 59 55-4 115 38 51·0
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No. 1.-TABLE of Astronomical and Geodetical Stations located and determined by the
United States and British Commissions, etc.-Concluded.

(To accompany Protocol of Proceedings of the Joint Commission dated Washington, May 7th, 1869).

LongitudeWest
Name of Points. Latitude North. GofeeW est

.Greenwich.

Camp Kootenay East.... ....... .................... . 48e 59' 44·E" 1150 il' 19'2"

Wigwam Station................. .. .. ........................ 48 59 42-8 114 45 02·0

Camp Kishenehu................................ ............... 49 00 02·8 114 21 09•0

Camp Akamina and Station.......... ....... .................. 49 00 52·0 114 03 34·0

SAMUEL ASDERSON,
Lieut. Royal Engr.,

Secretary for Captain Haig, R. A ,
Chief Astronom

Endorsed ; 2.
In Colonel HAWKiNS.

May 10, 1869.

J. S. HAWKINS,

Colonel RI. Engrs.,
H. B. M. Commissioner.

oer. 7th May, 1869.

ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL,

U. S. Commissioner,
&c. &c. &C.

May 7, 1869.
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No. 2.

T&Stý of Longitudes of Monuments marking the 49th Parallel of North Latitude to
accompany Procotol of Pi-oceedings of the Joint Commission dated Washington,
7th May, 1869.

From what Station Longitude west Description 2
determined. of .f 0? Location.

Greenwich. Mark. a

0 i_

Camp. Semiahmoo Ob- 123 03 53·0 Obelisk. 1 On west face of Point Roberts.
servatory. 03 02-9 Iron pillar. 2 On flat east of obelisk,. Point. Roberts.

02 12-7 , 3 On ridge.
00 42-9 et 4 On east side of Point Roberts.

British Station. 122 43 59·9 Iron pillar. 5 Near high-water mark, Seniahmoo Bay.
42 20'5 t 6 On smali ridge between wamps.
41 22"7 Onfiatwestof Ravine.
40 04-1 8
38 451- 9Onosope soutb of trail
37 26'9 10 On first bench south of trail.
37 016 , Il Latitude mark, British Station.

British Station. 122 Sr) 08-5 Iron pilar. 12 On fat near steam and south of trail.
34 46-7 , 13 On fiat south of trail.
33 27-7 14 On ridge south of trail and strea.
32 13-7 I51 On flrt north of trail.
31 051 16 On ride west of Seh-ko-inehl Oreek.
30 07*9 17 On trail crossing line west of Sekomehi Oreek
29 37B2 1 On ed-eofslopeteitoof swamp andsouthof trail
28 32-9 19On be of timber between swamps.
27 19·3 if 20 On sbghtly elevated ground west of creek.
25 04*1 te 21 On fiat south of trail.
24 22-7 f 22 i
23 05·9 23 On trail crossing boundary lie east side of creek.
22 20·7 te 24 On trail crossing lie.
21 47·6 te 25 On fiat north of trail.
20 29-4 n 26 On west side of swamp and north of trail.
19 55-1 27 On trài crossing Une.
19 0819 et 28 On east side of small lake.

British Station. 122 18 00-6 Iron pillar. 29 On rid 20 chains east of trail crossing e.
16 29"1 i 30 On fiat north of trail and west of swamp.
15 04.1 31 On topof hill west of swainp and on trail cross-

ing Une.
14 0110 32 On trail crossing ine.
12 5512 33 On Wgatcom trail west sie Sumaso River.
11 4693 34 On east side Surnass River.
il 52*8 et 35 Latitude mark, Sumass.

Sumass Station and 122 11 00-8 Iron pillar. 36 On nound east of catitude markr
camp. 10 02*7 ,t J 37 On fiat est of stream

8 38»4 e 38 On bench west of streani.
7 50'4 if 39 On face of bul, 5cebains from base and near traiL
7 21*7 fi 40 On bench above rocky precipice east of traiL
6 31-9 ,, 41 On top of mountain east side Suass prairie.
5 26-6 42 On bench atbaseof i.
4 45,2 43 On de Lacy's trail, Whatcom to Fort Hope,27_Ontrail crossing Une.
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No. 2.-TABLE of Longitudes of Monuments marking the 49th Parallel of North
Latitude, &c.-Continued.

From what Station Longitude west Description LFo atSain of Of Location.
Greenwich. Mark. o

Camp Tummeahai. 121 43 58-1 Pyramid of 44 On side of mountain west of falls of creek.
stones.

43 31·6 I 45 On side of mountain south of creek.
42 56·3 le 46 t , i

Sen-eh-say Station. 121 35 28-4 Pyramid of 47 On east side of Senehsay River.
stones.

Ensawkwatch Station. 121 30 21-2 Bench mark 48 On west side of Ensawkwatch River.
il.

30 08-4 Pyramid of 49 On east fi
stones.

Camp Chiloweyuck. 121 23 48-5 Pyramid of 50 On west side of Klahaihu. Valley. -
Stones.

23 11·0 # 51 On east t f

Camp Chuckchehum. 121 18 57-3 Pyramid of 52 East of and near trail to Skagit.
stones.

16 56·2 t 53 West i i
16 41-4 et 54 At foot of mountain south of camp.

Camp Skagit. 121 04 22-2 Pyramid of 55 Outside of mountains west side of Skagit Valley.
stones.

02 26-6 l 56 On side of bill east of Skagit Valley.

Roche Station. 120 39 47·2 Pyramid of 57 On hill side west of station.
Stones.

38 51-9 t 58 On hill side east of river.

Camp Pasayten. 120 32 29·3 Pyramid ofi 59 On slope west side of Pasayten Valley.
atones.

32 00-9 e 60 On bench east cf n f

Naisnuloh Station. 120 00 46-1 Pyramid of 61 On sharp ridge west side of Stream.
stones.

119 59 57-9 fi 62 East and near to Stream.
58 38- n7 63 On fiat east side of stream.

Camp Similkameenand 119 42 20-9 Pyramid of 64 At foot of mountains west side Similkameen
Camp Osoyoos. Stones. Valley.

40 32-7 f 65 On left bank of Similkameen.
39 56-6 n 66 On summit of isolated mountain of Similka

ineen.
37 45*9 671Eaet of and near trail up Similkameen.
36 14·6 68 Onummitofridgeeastof trail upSiilkameen.
33 24-0 69 On aoutbern slope of a rocky kuoli.
29 52-6 t 70 On plateau north of Sîxnilkameen.
28 48-0 71 Near divide between Osoyoos and Similkameen

and near junction of traila.
26 0415 72 West of trail up west bank of Lake Osoyoos.
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No. 2.-TABLE of Longitudes of Monuments marking the 49th Parallel of North
Latitude, &c.-Continued.

From what Station
determined.

Camp Osoyoos and)
Camp Newhoialpit-I
kwn.

Longitude west
of

Greenwich.

119 24

,22
21
18
17
14
il
10
9
8

08·9

37-6
26'4
58-1
10·4
272
56·5
18-4
32-8
02·8

Description
of

Mark.

.yramid.
Stones.

Location.

East of trail up east bank of Lake Osoyoos.

Summit of first ridge east of a I
On spur from mountain to the north.

North and west of small creek.
South-east of Colville trail.
North of Small Lake.
On first bench west of fork of Rock Creek.
In valley of fork of Rock Creek, west bank.
On summit east of fork of Rock Creek.

Camp Osoyoos and 6 15-0 Pyramid of 83 On rocky ridge east of Small Lake.
Newhoialpitkwn. stones.

4 36-0 et 84 On high plateau south of Rock Creek.
2 54-9 , 85 et i
1 23*0 86 Il I

118 59 33·6 87 On valley east of wagon road to Rock Creek.

Camp Osoyoos and 118 56 W9 Pyramid of 88 On sunmit.east of waggon road to Rock Creek.
(1869) Camp Nehoial- stones.
pitkwn. 55 58-2 89 On ridge between two creeks.

55 05-0 90 On saine ridge.
53 06-6 91
52 26-6 92
51 14 9 fi 93 On point of ridge south and east of creek.
48 27*3 n 94 In valley of Nehoialpitkw.
46 45*6 95 On point of ridge in bend of Xehoialpitkwn.
45 48*9 96
45 12·6 Mound of 9î At foot of mountain rigbt bank of Nehoial-

earth. pitkwn.

Camp INehoialpitkwn 118 44 13-8 Pyramid of 98 East of and near Colville Trail.
and Inchuintuin Sta, Stones. i
tion. 43 245 99In opn country east of Rock Creek.

42 38O4 rd 100 tw two c
41 496 101
40 57*2 ,, 102 At northern siope of mountains.
39 51*5 e 103 l e e
38 24*9 e 104 On sharp ridge between heads of tributary of

Rock Creek.
36 43*4 t 105 On divide between Rock Creek and Newhoial-

pitkwn.
33 43*0 ,, 106 On su-mit between two creeks.
31 2S*4 :,107 On first bench west of Sinail Creek.
29 48'7 te 108 On first plateau west of river.
28 40'8 109 et et e

Inchuintu Station 118 27 40-8 Pyramid of 98 In valley nearandeastof Colville Trail .
and Camp Statapoos- stones.
ten. 26 326 111 In valley of Newhoilpitkwn south of river.

25 38*2 112ifI
24 07*2 113 if e
22 18*6 et 114 On higli ridge south of river.
21 363 t 115 e
18 454 116 ,
16 367 117 On north sope of mountains south of river.
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No. 2.-TABLE of Longitudes of Monuments marking the 49th Para]lel of North
Latitude, &c.-Contiiued.

From what Station Longitude west Description LFo atSain of Of '~ Location.determined. Greenwich. Mark.

Camp Statapoosten. 118 14 21-0 Pyramid of 118 On point of ridge right side of valley.
stones.

115 13 19-1 119 In valley near trail to Colville.
il 56·1 t 120 On a gravel ridge west of river.
09 58-2 ,t 121 On side of mountain east of Neboialpitkwn

River.
09 26-0 , 122 On bill west side of stream.
05 15-8 n 123 On bill between streams.
03 17*1 i 124 On slope between streams.
01 52-2 i 125 t i

117 59 00-9 n 126 On side of bill between streams.
53 08-1 127 e l n
45 49 5 t 128 e e n
41 17'7 129 i I t
38 49·1 130 On bill top west of Camp Columbia.
37 36·2 , 131 On brink of hill west bank Columbia River.
37 05-2 132iNear east bank of river.

Fort Shepherd Station. 117 36 59-4 Pyramid of 133 Near east bank of Columbia River.
stones.

Pend d'oreille R. Sta- 117 21 52·9 Pyramid of 136 Latitude mark, Pend d'oreille Station.
tion. stones.

22 03-0 e 135 On bench west side of river.
22 54-8 i 134 On high ridge west.

Kootenay Moun tain 117 09 56-5 Bench mark 137 On face of rock ridge east.
Station. Tî.

08 55-9 Pyramid of 138 On bench, west side, south fork Salmon River.
stones.

Camp Kootenay, West. 116 35 44·9 Pyramid of 139 On éide of mountain west side of vaUey.
stones.

31 05-9 t 140 On brow of first bill rigbt bank river.

Camp Mooyie, Mooyie 116 14 59-2 Pyramid of 141 On trail leading from the north to Chelemta.
trail monument. stones.

Camp Mooyie. 116 12 22-3 Pyramid of 142 On side of mountain west side of valley.
stones.

11 54 et 143 Approximate on plateau above creek.
11 25·6 n 144 On left bank of creek close to water.
11 24 145 Approximiate on high bluff west bank.

Yahk Station. 115 39 46-5 Pyramid of 146 On west side of river.
stones.

39 24-5 i 147 t I
39 10-5 If 148 Near east bank of river.
38 29·5 u 149 On hill side east of river.
38 02·8 1 150 i l
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No. 2.-TABLE -of Longitudes of Monuments marking the 49th Para;llel of North
Latitude, &c.-Concludd.

From what Station Longitude west Description
determined. Greenwich. Mak Location.

. rewih Mark!

Camp Kootenay, E., 115 16 01-4 Pyramid of 151 On east brink ravine beyond which the moun-
1869. stones. tains rise.

il 11-2 t 152 On right bank Kootenay River.
10 11 6 tg 153 On second plateau, left .bank river.
3 287 ,7 154 At foot of mountains left bank small creek.

Wigwam Station. 114 45 16-1 Pyranid of 156 Near west bank of river.
stones.

45 42·0 tg 155 On hill.west of ri, er.

Camp Rishenehu. 114 28 02-5 Pyramid of 157 On second terrace left bank Flathead River.
stones.

. 27 09*4 i 158 On firstibenchright bank
21 17-3 n 159iNear trail entering Boundary Pass.
20 53-9 . 160 On left bank ofiKishenehu Creek.

Akamina Camp and 114 03 28-41 Pyramid of 161 On.the Divide of the Rocky Mountains.
Station. stones.

SAMUEL ANDERSON,
Lieut. Royal Engrs.,

Secretary for Captain .Baig, R.A.,
Chief Astronom

Endorsed : 3.
In 'Colonel H.AWKiNS.

May 10th, 1869.

J. S. HAWKINS,
-Colonel Royal Engrs.,

H. B. M. Commissioner.
er. May 7th, 1869.

ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL,
if..S. Commisioner,

&c. 6c. &c.
May 7th, 1869.

Omitted. First meeting of the Joint Commission, .Aust .13th, 1858.
See .enclosure to despatch No. .3, March 28th, 1859. Hawkins to .S. of
State.

.(Copied ifrom Vol.r811.)
Omitted. Meetings of the Joint Commission dated 6th, 7th & 8th

November, 1860. See enclosure 1 in desp. No. 14 of 28th March, 1861.
Hawkins to U. S. of State.

(Copied-from Vol. -811.)
Omitted. Meetings of the Joint Commission dated 16th, 18th, 19th,

20th, 21st,-and 23rd April, 1859. .See enclosure 1 to desp. No. 6 of 31st
May, 1859. Hawkins-to'Secy. of State.

(Copied from Vol. 811.)
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F. O. 1468, H. M. BoUNDARY COMMISSION,
America, NEw YoRK, 1Sth May, 1869.

My LoRD,-In the 2nd paragraph of my letter of the 10th instant re-
porting the closing proceedings of the joint Commission for the determin-
ation of the Land Boundary between the British Possessions and the
United States under the Treaty of the 15th June, 1846, I stated upon the
completion of some corrections and additions to the maps they would be
conveyed to the Foreign Office by Lieut: Anderson R.E. secretary of the
Commission to he disposed of as your Lordship should direct.

2. The maps consist of a set of seven, which are authenticated by the
counter-signature of the United States Commissioner and are those alluded
to in the 2nd article of the .closing protocol ;-of a set of six showing the
Boundary upon the larger scale of one inch to a mile, which would be of
more general use than the smaller maps, and by which the Boundary marks
and forest cuttings, &c., are more 'distinctly sbown so that by means of
them the points on the Boundary could be more easily identified ; of an
index map in two sheets; and of a general map in three sheets, showing
the whole Boundary from the Lake of the Woods to the Gulf or Straits of
Georgia, which was compiled from the best data at our command when it
was prepared. There are also three title pages for the two sets of Bound-
ary Maps and the General Map making 21 sheets in all.

3. I beg respectfully to recommend to your Lordship that the whole.of
these maps be carefully mounted on cloth and bound together as the official
record 'of the execution of so -much of 'the Treaty as relates to the Land
Boundary. I have directed Lieut-: Anderson to have an index sheet of the
positions of the Astronomical Stations and Boundary marks prepared, to be
bound up 'with the maps, and I :beg also to suggest that one or two sheets
of photographic representations of the-Obelisk at 'Point Roberts, of the
stone cairn at the Eastern terminus of, -the Boundary on the Watershed of
the Rocky Mountains, and of thecairn. and cuttings at several intermediate
points be bound up with -them, for which object I -have desired the neces-
sary preparations to be made.

4. I learn from Lieut': .Anderson that all the maps were photo-zinco-
graphed at the Ordance -Survey -Office, 'Southampton, before being brought
by 'him to this country. Copies of them will -be very valuable for various
purposes and in 'several of the public offices, such as the Foreign and
Colonial 'Offices, the 'Topographical Office, and for use in the Colony of
British Columbia; and I therefore-think that owing to-the alterations above
alluded ·to-fresh -plates of at least 'the joint maps will be necessary. The
cost of 'them 'will I believe not be -very large ; and it -is most desirable that
the copies'thould ibe fac-similes of the Authenticated Maps. The additions
to the index 'and -general Maps are of less importance, 'but of them too
accurate-copies are to be -prëferred,-andwould I think-be worth the expense.

5. A very interesting representation of 'the entire Boundary would be
obtained by a set of the joint -maps being mounted in a roll, the sheets
being jôined together at-the common-mieridians so as-to shew the continuous
line of Boundary -and -the curve of the Parallel. This might be kept with
the-original maps, in a tin case.

6. I -have undertaken to recommend to your Lordship -that a complete
set of copies -of the British maps be 'sent to -the State'Department of the
Uiited 'States for deposit 'With théir :own original maps, as a complete
wecord of our joint operations-to which I -hope your Lordship wiil be
rpleased to accede ;-and 'I-venture 'fur6her to suggest that those maps be
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also mounted and bound. Mr. Campbell the U.S. Commissioner has inti-
mated his intention to supply us with copies of such of the American maps
as may be photographed.

I have the honour to be,
Your Lordship's most obedient

humble servant

J. S. HAWKINS
Colonel RI. Engr.

H.M. Commissioner.
The Right Honble.

The Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs

&c. &c. &c.

Endorsement. From Col: J. S. Hawkins per Lieut: Anderson R. E.
Reed. by Lieut: Anderson 8th June 1869. Relative to maps of the Land
Boundary between the British Possons. & United States under Treaty of
15th June 1846.

F. O., 1468, NoRTH AMERICAN BOUNDARY CoMMISSION
Amenca, BARBADOS W.I., 4th June, 1869.
1865-71.

Si,-In a letter to the Secretary of State, No. 30 dated 20th August
1862, I had the honour to suggest that upon the completion of the opera-
tions of the North American Boundary Commission (which I then had
reason to suppose would be brought to a much earlier close) a short narra-
tive of them should be printed in a convenient, accessible and -cheap form,
something in character with the proceedings &c. of various Scientific
Societies, and the fiora of some of the Colonies published under the auspices
of the Colonial Office and the direction of the Superintendent at Kew. I
appear to have made some subsequent reference upon the subject, as on the
12th MIay 1863 I was informed by you that before determining upon the
question the manuscript of the Reports &c. should be submitted to the
Controller of Stationery with the view of obtaining an estimate of the
probable cost, and I was directed to put myself in communication with the
Controller on the subject. This I did, and a gentleman from the Stationery
Office called at the Commission Office at No 2 Victoria Street, but he was
unable to say positively what the size and cost of a book of the kind would
be from the materials being in an incomplete state, though it is in my
recollection that he thought they would be quite moderate.

The proceedings of the Commission being now as I presume, finally
closed, I beg permission again to bring the question under the consideration
of the Secretary of State.

Amongst the Commission records there are some valuable papers which
ought not to be lost sight of, vizt: geological, zoological, and botanical re-
ports prepared by the scientific officers attached to the Commission which
received the approval of eminent authorities in the several branches to
whom they were submitted; with zoological and botanical catalogues of the
collections made and deposited in the British & Kew Museums; and there
are also 9 lithographic plates of interesting zoological objects. which were
prepared at the British Museum while the collection was being arranged
and catalogued in that institution, and which I deposited at the Topographi-
cal Office upon the Commission Office being closed to await any future
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action that might be taken. I proposed also to furnish meteorological notes
and tables and some ethnological notes and vocabularies, which Capt. C. W.
Wilson R.E. the original secretary to the Commission undertook to supply,
and which it is likely he would be still able to do as I understand he is
about to be employed in London at the Topographical Office. I intended
to preface the above subjects by a short narrative describing the operation
of the Commission ; supplemented by notes, and tebies of astronomical deter-
minations and positions, limited to such an amount of detail as would
exhibit the data upon which the demarcation of the Boundary line depends.
Sketch maps in explanation of the narrative could be prepared at the
Topographical Office by reduction from the Commission Maps, at small ex-
pense; and the book would be greatly improved by the addition of a few
lithographed illustrations-say about six or eight--copied from photographs
taken by the Commission.

The addition of magnetic notes and tables to the above named subjects
might depend upon the opinion of the president of the Royal Society as to
their isolated value; but I believe that the observations taken by Captn.
Haig were found to be of great value in extension of former observations.
The time which bas elapsed since the question of publication was first
entertained and the dispersion of the officers attached to the Commission
somewhat alter the means available for preparing and editing the severail
subjects ; but I think the delay will not have made them. less valuable and
interesting. Though the state of lis health prevented bis joining me in
Washington to attend the closing meetings of the joint Commission, I have
reason to hope that Captn. R. W. Haig R.A. F.R.S., the Chief Astronomer
to the Commission, would be quite able to supply the narrative of our pro-
ceed.ings and the astronomical notes, and to compile the astronomical tables
&c., and also to undertake the editorship of the book if its preparation
should be authorized by Her Majesty's Government. He would I am sure
receive all possible assistance from Captn. Wilson and Lieut: Anderson who
acted as secretaries to the Commission throughout its operations, and from
any other of the officers who might be within bis reach; and the official re-
cords of the Commission, which are very complete, are at bis command; and
I do not doubt that the result would be the production of a permanent and
valuable record of an important and international undertaking.

I respectfully submit the above suggestions to the consideration of the
Secretary of State; and if they should be favorably entertained, I beg to say
that Lieut: Anderson would do all in bis power to facilitate communication
with and assist Captain Haig, whose continued ill-health will I regret to
say prevent bis putting himself into personal communication with the
Foreign Office.

I have the honour to be, sir,
Your most obedient

humble servant

J. S. HAWKINS
Colonel Rl. Engre.

H. M. Commissioner.
The Under Secretary of State,

Foreign Office,
Downing Street.

Endorsement : Respecting publication of the proceedings of the Bound-
ary Commn. under the Treaty of Washington dated 15th June 1846.

iv-2
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F. O.1468, H. M. BournaARY COMMISSION,
America, BARBÂDOS, W.I., 5th June, 1869.

SI,-Upon the dissolution of the Commission for the demarcation of the
land Boundary in North Western America under the Treaty of 15th June
1846 T request instructions as to the disposal of its records.

The Astronomical computations &c. should I think be deposited in the
Royal Observatory Greenwich, as in the case of the Maine Boundary Com-
mission; to which I presume the Astronomer Royal would make no objec-
tion. The other records, viz: correspondence, duplicate accounts, &c. are
very complete and ought I think to be preserved. I therefore beg to sug-
gest that Lieut. S. Anderson R.E. the Secretary, be directed to select such
only of the papers as are worth retention as records of the operations under
the Treaty, and to pack them away in one or more of the metal lined mulo
boxes in which they have hith-rto been kept, which might then be stored
in the vaults of the Foreign Office. The useless papers should be destroyed.
Requesting that the necessary instructions may be conveyed to Lieut: And-
erson at Chatham I have the honour to be,

Your most obedient humble servant

J. S. HAWKINS
Colonel R.E.

. .11. Commissioner.
The Under Secretary of State,

Foreign Office, Downing Street.

Endorsement. Requesting instructions as to the disposal of the records
of the land boundary Commission under the Treaty of Washington dated
15 June 1846.

F. O. 1468, H. M. BOUNDArY CoMrissIoN
America, BAÂRBDOS, W.I. 7th June, 1869.
1865-71.

MY LoRD,-I have the honour to inform you that upon my return from
Washington I resumed my military duties at this place on this day, from
which date inclusive I shall cease to draw any salary as Boundary Com-
missioner. I trust that the report of my recent proceedings at Washington
will have been found satisfactory by Her Majesty's Government and I pre-
sume that the Commission for the demarcation of the land Boundary in
North Western America under the Treaty of 15th June 1846 will now be
dissolved. As therefore the services of the several executive officers will no
longer be required upon it, your Lordship will perhaps think it expedient to
make a communication to that effect to His Royal Highness The Field Mar-
shal Commanding-in-Chief and the Secretary of State for War; and as no
previous recognition bas been made of them, I hope it will be in your power
at the same time to make favourable mention of the zeal and ability dis-
played by those officers in the prosecution of an arduous and prolonged service
which has at length been brought to a successful termination. Their names
are:-Captn. R. W. Haig R. A. F.R.S. Chief Astronomer, Major C. J.
Darrah, R.E. Assistant Astronomer, Captn. C. W. Wilson R.E. Secretary,
Lieut : S. Anderson R.E. Assistant Surveyor and Secretary after the return
of the Commission to England.
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The details of the duties performed by the various officers will be found
at length in the various reports addressed by me to your Lordship's pre-
decessors during the progress of the operations, and I bave now only to
repeat the expression of the sense I entertain of the hearty and friendly
co-operation I experienced from all of them from the first to last. In con-
clusion I venture to observe that some mark of Her Majesty's approval
upon the completion of our labours would be very gratifying to myself, and
to the officers and men who served for so long a period under my com-
mand.

I have the honour to be,
Your Lordship's most obedient

humble servant

J. S. HAWKINS

The Right Ronble:
The Secretary of State

&c. &. c. &c.
Foreign Office.

Endorsement. From Col: J. S. Hawkins R.E. H.M. Boundary Commis-
sioner. Barbados 7th June 1869 by Mail Steamer Received June 29th '69.
Reporting return of Col: Hawkins from Washington, and the completion of
duties under the Commission for the demarcation of the land Boundary
under the Treaty of June 15th 1846.

F. O. 1468, NORTH AMERICAN LAND BOUNDARY COMMISSION.
America, RoYAL ENGINEERS ESTABLISHMENT,
1865.71. CHATHAM, July 22, 1869,

SIR,-I have the honour to inform you that I deposited with Mr.
Hertslet at the Foreign Office on the 17th inst : the series of Maps of the
North American Boundary Commission amounting in all to 21 sheets, that
had been left in my charge for the purpose of making certain alterations
and additions that had been noted during the verification of the series with
the American Maps at Washington. The corrections required have been
made to all the maps except the series bearing the signatures of Colonel
Hawkins and the American Commissioner, which are the joint maps of the
Commission.

The corrections and additions required to make the joint maps agree with
the American maps have not been made, as Mr. Byrgne instructed me to
make no alterations in the maps, over the signatures of the Commissioners.
A list of the corrections, &c., required is forwarded herewith, as a record of
errata and addenda to be referred to whenever the maps are consulted. I
beg to add that the American Commissioner in order to save time, signed
our maps subject to the corrections, then only made in pencil on the inaps,
being properly made in ink on our return to this Country, and the list of
corrections required as per accompanying list, mentioned above, was
prepared in the presence of the American Chief Astronomer. Accompanying
the series of maps in Mr. Hertslet's charge are two extra sheets one being
a list of astronomical stations and Boundary monuments and the other
a collection of Photographie views illustrating the Boundary cuttings and
monuments thus making 23 sheets in all.
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In compliance with the instructions conveyed to me in your letter of
the 6th inst: enclosing Colonel Hawkins' letter to you of June 5th I have
handed over to the Astronomer Royal the Astronomical and Surveying
records of the Commission.

I have selected such records as should be preserved in the Foreign Office
and are of such a form as they can be bound in books, and propose to retain
them pending reference to the Stationery Office concerning publication, on
which subject I have to.day received instructions from Mr. Atway. The
books of the Commission as detailed in list 2, forwarded herewith have
been packed in a box by themselves, and I propose to forward them by
rail to the Foreign Office addressed to the Librarian. The other records of
the Commission being now useless will be destroyed according to Colonel
Hawkins' wishes.

I have the honour to be,
Sir, your most obedient,

humble servant,

S. ANDERSON, Lieut. R.E.,
Secretary, N.A.B. Commission.

The Right Honourable
Edmund Hammond, C.B.

Under Secretary of State,
Foreign Office.

Endorsernent :-Reporting proceedings, list of corrections to be noted in
maps and books forwarded to the Foreign Office.

P. 0. 1468, Enclosure Fo .
America,
1865-71. List of corrections and additions required to be made to the joint maps

of the British North American Land Boundary Commission, in order to
make the British maps agree axactly with the American maps ; the maps
were compared -at Washington in May 1869.

Sheet 1.

Add various streams, trails, &c., as shown in pencil, and write the
following names:-

1 Point Garry.-2 Point Pelly.- 3 Westham Island.-4 Cowitchin, site
of Indian Village to be marked.-5 North Channel-6 New Westminster,
site to be marked.-7 Pitt River.-8 Manson Island.-9 Barnston Island.-
10 Kaitze, mark site of Indian Village.-H1 Derby, mark site.-12
MeMillan Island.-13 Mark site of Fort )7 and town and write name
Fort Langley.-14 Crescent Island.-15 Kwo-tis-a.lick Creek. Write
Chiloweyuck River as on Sheet 2.-16 Obelisk.-17 Cheahwassen Indian
Village.-18 Simiahmoo Bay.-19 Parallel Station.-20 Drayton Harbour.
-21 Birch Point.-2 2 Birch Bay.-23 Tahtaloo Creek.-24 Callam
Creek.-25 Conlahm Creek.-26 Sumass River, twice.-27 Gulf of Georgia.
-28 Nooksahk River.-29 Trail from Whatcom. To be put in some
swampy features along Parallel, &c., from Strip map. Work up vicinity a
little. Correct fea;tures by reference to strip map ; or as pencelled at

3rd Monument west of 122° 40'
2nd " east- of 122° 35'
lst " west of 122° 30' and alter hill features to match.
Centre monument between 1-22° 25' & ý30'.
Trail east of 122° 25'.
Position of Lake in 1220 20' relatively to Mountains. Position of small

hill west of 122° 15'. Bend of »Sumass River on Parallel, so as to pass
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between two monuments. Correct spelling of Chiloweyuck Depot. 30.
Tilbury Island. 31. Annacis Island. 32. Boundary Bay. Note. The
Nooksahk River is pencilled in full wide, and should be penned in well
within the pencil marks.

Sheet 2.

To strengthen some of the names.
To mark Skagit Cache (0) plainer.

do Summit Cache.
Alter position of Stream between % at Pasayten in accordance with

strip map. To strengthen some of the principal creeks in all the maps.
To strengthen W. monument at Skagit.
Add word "Roche " to Station.

Sheet 3.

Alter position of stream between monuments at Pasayten, as in sheet 2.
Make slight alteration of west side of Lake Osoyoos on Parallel in accord-
ance with Strip map.

Alter trails between 2nd and 3rd monuments west of Osoyoos and add
trail to Lake, from Strip map.

Alter stream to east side of 2nd monument, from east sheet line, as in
Strip map, and strengthen features on both sides of gorge, especially east
side, but Sheet 4 preserve uniformity between Sheets 3 and 4.

Sheet 4.
Make similar alteration to stream between 2nd and 3rd monuments

from West Sheet line, as on Sheet 3. The monument at N.E. end of
Haig's pond is close to the pond, as shown in Strip map. Position of Pond
to be altered accordingly. Write name Haig's Pond in small italics. The
first monument east of 119° 5' Meridian is more on crest of bill. Alter-
stream to west side of Ist monument East of 119° meridian, as shewn in
Strip map. Alter feature at centre monument between 118° 20' and 25'
so as to shew it on ridge. Alter feature on monument 118° 5' 16" so as
to shew it on hill top. Write name " Haig's Pond " in small italics, on
parallel between 1190 5' and 10'. Write name "Little Dalles " on- Columbia
River.

Sheet 5.

Alter feature west of 117° 45', so as to shew monument on ridge. Shade
out the hill on 117° 40' on Parallel. Mark site of Fort Shepherd 'EM on
west side of River. Write "Kootenay River "in italics Capitals, same
size as on Sheet 6.

Sheet 6.

Alter River so as to run between 2nd and 3rd Monuments from West,
see Strip map. Yahk Station. Write Tobacco River, in italics, as on
Sheet 7. Shew position (0) and write U.S. Cache. Kootenay River in
same character as on Sheet 7. Place additional monument on east side of
Mooyie River, even if a little out of Longitude, touching bank of River.

Sheet 7.

Shew (°) of U.S Cache 1150 10' as on Sheet 6. Alter river and
features at Wigwam station in accordance with Strip map. Continue trail
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on east side of Flathead River at both ends. Erase eastern branch of
Stream at E. Kootenay Monument, east of 115° 51. Write Rocky
Monuments twice, in block Roman.

True copy from original list prepared by Col: Hawkins,IR.E.
S. ANDERSON,

Lt. R.E.

List 2.

Books belonging to the North American Land Boundary Commission,
transmitted to the Foreign Office on the close of the Commission.

3 Copies of British Association Catalogues :-Part 1.
Richardson's North American Zoology

I r, Fauna Part 2
n n n Zoology n 4

Bagay's Logarithms 2 volumes
Owen's Geological Survey of Wisconsin &c. Illustra
Beeche's Geological Observer.
Dana's Mineralogy
Woodward Recent and Fossil Shells
Phillip's Geology
2 Copies Bailey's Astronomical Tables & Formulae.
Galbraith's Surveying & Engineering
2 Copies Babbage's Logarithms.
Vol. XI. Pacific Railroad report.
Shadwell on Chronometers.
2 Copies Shadwell Occultation Tables.
Pictet's Paleontologie 4 Vols & Atlas.
Raper's Practice of Navigation.
3 12-year Catalogues.
2 Copies of Greenwich Appendices.
3 six-year Catalogues.
10 Five figure logarithm Books
Endorsement: 2 In Lieut: Anderson's July 22nd

tions.

, 1869.

ROYAL ENGINEERS OFFICE
BARBADOS, W.I.

10th August, 1869.

SIn,-I was very sorry to learn from Lieut : Anderson R.E. that in
consequence of a technical objection to making any alterations to the Maps
delineating the Boundary in North Western America under the Treaty of
15th June 1846 after their counter signature by the United States Com-
missioner and myself, by instructions from Mr. Bergne he has been pre-
vented having a few trifling corrections made and some names added to the
maps prior to delivering them over to the Foreign Office. I the more
regret it, as this contretemps might have been avoided by very simple pre-
cautions had I foreseen it, which I admit I perhaps ought to have done. I
beg to explain that the British and American maps were separately and
very carefully compared by myself, and by the United States Chief Astrono-
mer ; and the only discrepancies of the slightest importance were found to
be in the position of three or four of the Boundary monuments on our
Maps, which were caused by the monuments having been inserted on the

F. O.1468.
America
1865-71.
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maps by their values as derived from the astronomical determinations of
the joint Comniission, as the last process, it was done in fact while we were
in Washington; and the discrepancies were altogether due to slight errors
of topography caused by the double process cf making the preliminary
tracings and then transferring the features to the maps, which on the small
scale of the maps affected the relative position of the monuments on their
being afterwards plotted. In one case two monuments were shown on the
same instead of opposite sides of a stream, and in others they did not fall
accurately upon features which had been selected as suitable positions for
them. I further found that more naines had been put upon the American
maps than had been shown upon the tracings previously agreed upon, to
which there was no objection, and which did not in the least affect the
Boundary; but I thought it desirable and wished to assimilate the two sets
of maps as much as possible, and therefore noted them for addition to our
maps, as well as the topographical discrepancies on the Boundary for cor-
rection. When signing the maps it was verbally agreed upon and distinctly
understood that the corrections and additions noted by me were to be made
on the British Maps, which would then be as nearly fac-similes of the
American Maps as such elaborate drawings in different styles made 3,000
miles apart could well be expected to be ! I might have had what was
requisite done in Washington, but we wished to have it done by our own
draftsmen; and owing to the infrequency of communication with this place
the delay might have kept me another month in America. Or I might
have obtained the United States Commissioner's signature to a list of the
corrections &c. to be made, and this precaution I am very sorry I did not
think of and take. I was aware that soine correction to be made on the
British maps was noted in the final protocol of the Maine Boundary Com-
mission; but that I think affected the number and position of - the monu-
ments defining -the line; whereas in this case the demarcation of the
Boundary is quite right and only slight errors of drawing require correction.
I therefore thought that any formal mention of them in the protocol would
be quite out of place. I may add that the topography was verified by
reference to the larger scale map prepared by us, which was made entirely
from our own original data and would be used in correcting the features of
the joint map in the cases and to the small extent alluded to.

Under the above circumstances I trust that the requisite corrections and
additions noted by myself prior to signature, and agreed to by my colleague,
will be permitted to be made. The former are of reaJ importance to the
accuracy of the maps as delineating the Boundary, which would be very
imperfectly done by attaching a note of the errors to the maps ;-and the
latter would not affect the authenticity of the maps in the slightest degree,
but merely make them more full and complete and coincident with the
American maps. Or even now the United States Commissioner's signature
to a list of the alterations to be made might be obtained, which I feel sure
would not be withheld; and if that alternative be adopted, it would be
necessary for Lieut: Anderson to send me a list for submission to Mr.
Campbell, or time might be saved by his communicating on my behalf with
the Secretary to the American Commission.

I had hoped that fresh photozincographic plates of the corrected maps
would be taken, that copies of the maps supplied to the Colonial Office &c.
might accurately shew the Boundary, which would not be done by copies
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taken from the original plates (which moreover do not shew the mounments
on the line); and as before said, attaching an erratum to the uncorrected
maps would be a very clumsy expedient.

I have the honour to be, sir,
Your most obedient

humble servant
J. S. HAWKINS

The Under Secretary Colonel BI. Engineers.
of State

Foreign Office,
Downing Street.

Endorsement. From Colonel J. S. Hawkins Royal Engineers Barbados,
W.I. 10th August 1869. By Royal Mail Steamer. Received Sept. 1.

Respecting corrections to maps of the Boundary in North Western
America, under the Treaty of l5th June 1846.

F. O. 1468, WASHINGTN,
America, January 25th, 1870.
No. 34.
From Mr. MY LoRD,-With reference to Your Lordship's despatch No. 344 of the
Fish, Jan. 19, 16th ultimo, I have the honour to inclose copy of a note wþich I have1870. received from Mr. Fish, and in which he expresses his readiness to sign

with me the Declaration as amended by Your Lordship approving and
adopting the maps prepared by the joint Commission for surveying
and marking the Boundaries between the British possessions and the
United States along the 49th Parallel of North Latitude to the
middle of the channel which separates the continent from Vancouver's
Island-I shall therefore take an early opportunity of carrying out Your
Lordship's instructions on this matter.

I have the honor to be with the highest respect
My Lord

Your Lordship's most obedient
humble servant

EDWARD THORNTON.
The Earl of Clarendon K.G.

&c. &c. . &c.

Endorsement. 1870 Washington Janry 25. Mr. Thornton No. 34 Recd.
Feb. 5 by Messenger to New York. N.W. Boundary Maps. Mr. Fish will-
ing to sign declaration as amended by Lord Clarendon.

F. O. 1468, Foreign Office,
1865-71. Augus, 22nd, 1870.

Draft to Col: HAWKINs R.E.
Pomona House

Great Malvern

From Mr. S,-I am directed by Earl Granville to transmit to you for your
Thornton e
No. W ýu1' perusal the accompanying Dispatch from H. M's Minister at Washington
29t 1870, in by which you will see that the American Government assent to the inser-
original.
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tion in the signed maps of the Boundary along the 49th parallel, of all the
additions specified in the lists prepared in October last by Lieut: Ander-
son at your direction with the exception of two, one of which they object
to wholly, the other they are prepared to accept on condition that a further
description be added to it. Lord Granville requests you will be good
enough to favour him with your opinion whether what is proposed by the
American Government may be assented to, and the question closed. If so,
lis Lordship presumes that the maps had better be sent to you or Lieut:

Anderson at Chatham to be completed.
G.

F. O. 1468 NoRTH AMERICANAmerica. BoUNDARY COMMIsSION
TOPOGRAPHICAL OFFICE,

4 NEw STREET,
SPRING GARDENS,

22nd September, 1870.

SIR,-In reply to your letter of the 22nd August giving cover to Des-
patch No: 339, 29th July, from Her Majesty's Minister at Washington,
and copies of other correspondence respecting proposed additions and cor-
rections to the signed maps of the Land Boundary between British and
-United States territories along the 49th Parallel west of the Rocky Moun-
tains, I have the honour to state for the information of the Secretary of
State that there is no objection whatever to the modifications in the lists of
corrections furnished by me, proposed by the American Government; viz:
to describe the " Obelisk " on the Eastern shore of the Gulf of Georgia (No.
16. Sheet 1) as the "initial point," and to omit the name " Boundary Bay "
(No: 32 on the same sheet). I beg permission to remark that the United
States Commissioner appears to attach some importance to designating
the obelisk as the "initial point," from its being the point of separation
between the land and water boundaries; but though it ts the point where
the 49th parallel strikes the eastern shore of the Gulf of Georgia it is not
specially alluded to in the Boundary Treaty. As however its being so
called can have no adverse effect upon the settlement of the still open ques-
tion of the water Boundary, there can be no objection to acceding to the
wishes of the Commissioner. With regard to "IBoundary Bay," I was not
before aware that any objection was entertained to so harmless and suita-
ble a name. I think it was adopted from the Admiralty chart of the
survey made by the present Hydrographer, and the bay will probably con-
tinue to be known by it notwithstanding its omission on the Boundary map.
There really can be no greater objection to it than to the numerous other
names in the same locality given by English and American discoverers and
surveyors.

This arrangement will probably close the question; and it would appear
necessary to make a communication to that effect to the American Govern-
ment, that the word "obelisk " may be added to the United States Map.
From the notes made upon the lists it would also appear to be intended to
make some slight alterations on the American maps in conformity with the
corrected British maps. As Lieut : Anderson does not possess facilities at
Chatham for correcting the maps and it will also be necessary to correct
and complete the zincograph plates which are now in this office, to strike
off the required number of impressions to mount and bind the original maps
for deposit in the Foreign Office, and to bind a complete set of the copies

iv-3
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for transmission to the United States Government and perhaps also some
other sets for use and reference in the Foreign asd Colonial Offices an in
the Colony itself without the necessity of applying to the originais, I have
the honour to suggest that aU this work can be best done in the Topogra-
phical Office, the present Director of which is Captain C. W. Wilson, R.E.,
who was Secretary to the Boundary Commission throughout its active
operations, and besides being intiimately acquainted with the whole subject
would take great interest in the completion of the Commission records, in
communication with Lieut : Anderson and myself. Captn. Wilson would
render accounts for the necessary expenditure in the same way as for any
other work performed by him for the Foreign Office. If this suggestion is
approved of, the maps &c, now at the Foreign Office should be sent to
Captn. Wilson at this Office-together with the zincograph copies of the
United States maps which I understand to have been received from the
American Govt. I herewith return Despatch No. 339 29th July 1870 from
Her Majesty's Minister at Washington -

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient

humble servant

J. S. HAWIKINS,
Colonel .R.E.

The Under Secretary of State
Foreign Office

Downing Street.

Endorsement. 1870 London 22nd September Colonel Hawkins R.E.
Boundary Commissioner 1 Enclosure. Received Sept. 22. By Messenger.
Report upon proposed alteration to British maps of Boundary in North
West America under Treaty of 15th June 1846.
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Draft- FoREIGN OFFICE, Novr. 13th, 1835.
William R.
LordDurham. MY LoRD,-I transmit to your excellency the accompanying copies of aNo. 1. letter, and its enclosures, received from the Governor of the Hudson's Bay

Company complaining that the Russian Authorities on the North West
Coast of America, have interfered with an expedition fitted out under the
directions of the Company for the purpose of forming a settlement, ten
leagues up the Stikine River in about 56° 40' North Latitude and that the
Compy. have in consequence sustained a loss of about £22,000. The rights
of the Crowns of England and Russia on the North Webt Coast of America,
are, as your excellency is aware defined in a Treaty concluded at St. Peters-
burgh on the 16-28 February 1825, of which I enclose a copy for more easy
reference. " The sixth article of that Treaty stipulates that the subjects of
"His Britannic Majesty from whatever quarter they may arrive, whether
"from the ocean or from the interior of the continent, shall forever enjoy
"the right of navigating freely and without any hindrance whatever all
"the Rivers and Streams which in their course towards the Pacific Ocean
"may cross the line of demarcation, upon the line of Coast described in
"Article III of the present Convention.

The 7th Article stipulates that "For the space of 10 years from the
"signature of the present convention, the vessels of the two powers, or those
"belonging to their respective subjects, shall mutually be at liberty to fre-
"quent without any hindrance whatever all the inland Seas, the Gulphs,
"Havens and Creeks, on the Coast mentioned in Article III for the pur-
"pose of fishing and of trading with the Natives."

The Treaty having been concluded on the 16-28 da.y of February 1825,
the ten years specified in the last mentioned Article did not expire until
the 28th February of the present year. But notwithstanding this the Rus-
sian authorities on the Coast issued on the 15-27 May 1834 a notification to
Foreign Merchants vessels, that henceforth no trade would be allowed with
the Indians within the Territory of Russia; and in virtue of the same noti-
fication warned off the British expedition which arrived off the Stikine
River on the 18th June 1834. But the British Expedition.although entitled
under the Treaty to frequent and trade in the waters of the Russian Dom-
inion until the expiration of the above mentioned period of 10 years had
not been fitted out with that view but was undertaken for the purpose of
exercising the Right secured to the British subjectsforever by the sixth
article of the Treaty " To navigate freely any of those streams, which in
-' their course towards the Pacific, cross the line of demarcation upon the
"line of Coast described in the Treaty," and the ultimate object of the Expe-
dition was to form a settlement within the British Territory.

The obvious meaning of the 6th Article of the Treaty, is that British
Settlers should have opportunity of conveying to the sea, the produce of
their industry, notwithstanding that the coast itself is in the possession of
Russia. And Ris Majesty's Government certainly do not imagine that the
Cabinet of St. Petersburgh will be disposed to set up in opposition to the
clear stipulation of the Treaty the argument used by the Russian Authori-
ties in justification of their conduct, namely that the formation of the
intended British Establishment might prove injurious to Russian commerce.
The Treaty recognizes no such monstrous principle as involved in that argu-
ment. On the contrary the fifth article stipulates " That no establishment
"shall be formed by either of the two parties within the limits assigned by
"the two preceding Articles to the possessions of the other " and therefore



FOREZGN OFFICE .CORRESPONDENCE.

clearly implies that the respective Governments contemplated the formation
of New Establishments within their respective Territories and the subsequent
article secured to all British establishments then formed, or thereafter to be
formed, a free communication with the ocean through the Territories of
Russia.

No less unfounded is another pretence set up by the Russian asuthorities
as a ground of justification for their conduct and which they seek to -draw
from the second article of the Treaty. That aiticle stipulates that " in
" order to prevent the right of navigating and fishing exercised upon the
" ocean by the subjects of the High contracting parties, from becoming the
"pretext for an illicit commerce it is .agreed that the subjects of His
"Britannic Majesty shall not land at any place where there may be a
" Russian Establishment without the permission of the Governor or Com-

mandant." It does not appear that the British Expedition referred to in
the present papers, had any design whatever to land at a Bussian Establish-
ment, or to carry on Commerce of any kind upon the Coast. But even if
the British Expedition had manifested any disposition to land, the Russian
Authorities could only have beën justified in preventing them from doing
so-and could have no right whatever to prevent the Expedition from
passing up the River. With regard to the further allegations of the
Russian Authorities " That the 6th Article of the Convention can have no
" application to such Rivers as the Stikine upon which shores there is no
"British Establishment in the intcrior and which is besides an insignificant
"and shallow River, and interrupted by Cataracts in such a manner, as
" not to be adapted for facilitating the communications with the British
" possessions in the Interior."

The fifth article of the Treaty disposes of the first part of this allegation
and with regard to the latter part of it I have only to observe that the 6th
Article of the Treaty contains no limitations as to the size depth or
character of the Rivers, to which it is applicable but declares generally
" That the subjects of His Britannic Majesty from whatever quarter they
" may arrive, whether from the ocean, or from the Interior of the Conti-
"nent, shall forever enjoy the right of navigating freely and without
"hindrance all the Rivers and Streams which in their course towards the
"Pacific Ocean, cross the line of demarcation upon the line of coast
"described in Article III of the present Convention." I cannot conclude
my observations upon this subject, without expressing some surprise that the
Russian Authorities at the very moment that they were driving the British
Expedition away from the coast by threats of actual violence should quote
the 11 th Article of the Convention which provides that "in every case of
"complaint on account of an infraction of the articles of the present Con
"vention, the civil and military authorities of the High contracting parties
"without previously acting or taking any forcible measure shall make an
"exact and circumstantial Report to their respective Courts."

Neither can I pass over the unbecoming Declaration of the Russian
Captain Zarembo, to the superintendent of the British Expedition, that his
instructions were to prevent the Expedition, and that by those, and not by
the Treaty would he be guided.

Ris Majesty's Government cannot entertain a doubt of the existence on
the part of Russia of a disposition to execute with good faith the provisions
of the Treaty and are convinced that the conduct of the local authorities
was unsanctioned by the Government at St. Petersburgh, and will be dis-
avowed by that Government.

Your Excellency is therefore instructed to bring the subject without
delay before the Russian Cabinet, to claim redress and compensation for
the British subjects who have been thereby aggrieved and to express the
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confident expectation of His Majesty's Government that sach orders will
be given to the Russian Authorities on the coast as may prevent the
recurrence of similar violation of the Treaty.

. 0. 1638, WASRINGTON, April 2nd, 1867.
merica,

1836-68. Confidential
No. 102.

MY LoRD,-The Russian Government have entered into a Treaty ceding
the whole of their possessions in North America to the United States for
seven million dollars.

The Negotiation was conducted with the greatest secrecy, nor was it
known until the Proclamation of the President appeared summoning an
extra Session of the Senate to consider it together with other executive
questions of interest. The Russian Minister states the motives of the
sale to be the little value and unproductive nature of the Territory, the
expense of the force necessary to protect it and preserve order, and the
desire of getting rid of a possession which may ultimately involve them in
questions with the United States-But considering the condition of the
Turkish Empire and the ambitious views of Russia in that quarter, the
aggressive policy of the United States undisguisedly bent on ruling North
America without a rival-And recollecting that Great Britain is the oppo-
nent common to both, it seems not unreasonable to infer that the object of
Russia is to provide the means of neutralizing the efforts of Great Britain
in the event of antagonism in the East. The United States will find means
of evading a settlement of the questions arising out of the late war with
Gt. Britain, they will base claims for cessioi of British Columbia or other
territory as satisfaction for what Mr. Seward calls the political wrong and
material injury done to the United States by the recognition of the Con-

New Vork federates as belligerents, and there will be an understanding between the

Apl 143', two Powers as to the proper period for carrying out simultaneously their
1867. projects. (Unless a great change takes place in public opinion, I regret to

say that this policy will meet with general support in the United States.
France has receded from Mexico before the menaces of this country, Russia
makes sacrifices to gain her friendship, and it only remains to humiliate
Great Britain to complete the self satisfaction of this people. It would
seem however that the republican party are not by any means satisfied as
to the value of the purchase, as they are certainly indisposed to give their
sanction to a measure which must redound to the credit of the administra-
tion.

The article I enclose from the New York Tribune gives the views of that
party and it is certain that the Treaty will meet with considerable opposi-
tion in the Senate on financial and economical grounds. It may be doubted
whether.the extension will prove a source of strength to the United States,
but it will cercainly act prejudicially teo our interests as a step towards the
absorption of this Northern continent.

I have the honour to be,
With the highest respect,

My Lord,
Your Lordship's most obedient humble servant,

FREDERICK WRIGHT-BRUCE.
The LORD STANLEY, M.P.,

&c. &c. &c.
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Endorsement.

1867 Washington April 2nd.
Sir Fred Wright-Bruce
Confidential No. 102. 1 enclo
Recd April 14 By messgr to N. York
Russian Treaty with the U.S.
She cedes her possessions in N. America to the U. S. for 7,000,000

dollars.
Article fr N. York "Tribune "

T. O. 1638, ST. PETERSBURGH,
America, April 4, 1867.
1835-68,
No. 117. My LORD,-I received on the evening of the lst Instant Your Lordship's

Telegram of that date relative to the sale of the territory of Russia in
America to the United States, and I lost no time in endeavouring to obtain
some information on the subject. The result of my enquiries as I had the
honor to report by Telegram the same evening, was that the alleged
arrangement had been under negotiation for some time, but that no infor-
mation of its having been completed had been received from the Russian
Minister at Washington, information however which subsequently arrived,
as I reported in my telegram of the 3rd instant. The reason given to me
for the sale was that the Russian American Company though receiving an

200,Ooorubles. annual Subvention of two hundred thousand rubles from the Government,
was almost in a state of bankruptcy, its stock having fallen from one
hundred and fifty rubles to seventy-five or eighty, and that while the terri-
tory was therefore a source of expense instead of profit to the Empire, it
would be entirely incapable of being defended during war, if measures were
taken for its conquest by a maritime Power. During the two days which
followed I found that I was almost the only person in society who appeared
to have heard of the transaction, and many persons holding important
official appointments to whom I spoke of it, treated my information as
unfounded. It was not till the 4th Instant that the report in the London
Papers became generally known, when two of the leading organs of the press
here declared it to be unworthy of belief, and insisted that a report of the
kind could only have been circulated by the enemies of Russia, for it was
incredible that she would sell a portion of Her territory and a number of
her orthodox Subjects and wound the National feelings of the Country for

donars the paltry sum of seven millions of dollars, of which at least three millions
7,000,000. would have to be paid to the Russo-American Company, as an indemnity

for the withdrawal of its charter, which had only recently been renewed for
a term of twenty years. The next rumors, according to these papers, would
be the sale of the Crimea, the Caucasus or the Baltic Provinces. The
" Viest " the organ of the aristocratic Party, alluded to the report as one of
the aburd stories frequently invented about Russia on the Continent. The
Moscow Gazette has not yet mentioned the subject, but I am told that the
impression produced at Moscow was of a most painful character. Under
an apparent apprehension therefore of further and more positive expressions
of dissatisfaction on the part of the Press, the enclosed notice acknowledging
that the sale had been effected for Commercial objects, and hinting that it
might also advance the political interests of the Empire, was circulated here
on the 8th instant in a flying Supplement to the "Journal of St. Peters-
burg " with a view to calm the public mind until the Government are in a
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position to reveal the exact nature of the transaction. These criticisms
however have not prevented the stock of the Company from rising nearly
100 per cent. Prince Gortchakoff on my referring to the transaction at
a recent interview with His Excellency, spoke of it as being without any
political importance, and as having been entered into for entirely economical
reasons, and Re expressed satisfaction at the English Press having
apparently taken this view of it and as having considered it more calmly
than that of Russia.

I said it might have been considered a friendly act on the part of the
Russian Government if She had afForded Her Majesty's Government or the
Government of Canada an opportunity of purchasing the territory which
has been sold, but that their not having done so, was materially unimport-
ant as I feit assured it would not have been bought-I have the honour to
be, with great truth and respect,

My Lordi,
Your Lordship's most obedient

humble servant
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN.

The Right Honble.
Lord Stanley, M.P.

etc. etc. etc.

Endorsed: 1867 St. Petersburg, April 4th, Sir A. Buchanan No. 117.
Recd. Apl. 15, by L. M. Webster. Sale of Russo-American Territory to
U. States

F. O. 1638, Foreign Office, Apl. 16, 1867.
America, Draft
1835-68. SIR A. BUCHANAN

.o . 71

Si,--I have to acquaint your Excy: that H. M. Government approve
the language you held in your convn. with Prince Gortchakow, on the sub-
ject of the Sale of the Russian territory in America to the United States,
as reported in your Despatch No: 117 of 4th Inst: you were quite right in
saying that if the Territory had been offered for sale to this Country it
would not have been bought; the offer might have been an act of courtesy
on the part of the Russian Govt. but it would certainly have been declined.

Endorsed: Draft Sir A Buchanan, No. 71 F.O. Apl 16 1867. Approving
language to Pr. Gortchakow respg. sale of Russian Territory to United
States.

Russia-
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In replying quote the following Initial Letter

M

F. O. 1638, ADMIRALTY, 3rd October, 1867.
America
183-68. Sra,-With reference to the -reported cession of Russian America in the

Pacifie to the United States, I am commanded by My Lords Commissioners
of the Admiralty to state for the fnformation of Lord Stanley that they
consider it desirable that the water Boundary between the British and Rus
sian Possf-ssions. in the Pacifie should be clearly defined. The terms of the
Boundaries are given in the text of the Treaty of 1825, but their Lordships
are not aware that they were ever defined on any Map or Chart. The
Coast was surveyed by Vancouver in the years 1792-3-4 and the names of
the Boundaries used in the Treaty are those given by him in the Survey.
There has never, to their Lordships knowledge, been any dispute between
Russia and this Country as to the actual limits of the respective Posses-
sions, and there is a Hudson's Bay settlement within a few miles of our
Northern Boundary, but written Conventions are frequently in a measure
vague and have before now been interpreted differently by Parties inter-
ested. In the case of the Oregon Treaty of 1846 many years have been
extended in profitless discussions. Land and Water Commissions have
been employed at an enormous expense-and the question still remains
unsettled from the omission to have the Boundary even generally traced
on a Chart. My Lords would therefore suggest for the consideration of
Lord Stanley that, in the event of Russia having made, or hereafter
making, any communication to Her Majesty's Government on the subject
of the cession of Her Territories in America to the United States, arrange-
ments should be made with the Russian Govt. for having the Water
Boundaries between Russian and British Possessions clearly defined on a
Chart, and that Russia should obtain the acquiescence of, the United States
to the Boundaries thus defined.

I am, Sir,
Your-obedient servant

J. H. BRIGGS.
The Right Honble.

E. HAMMOND
FoiaEiGN OPPICE

Endorsed: October, 1867. Want the watrarboundary betweenEnglish &
Russian Possessions on Pacifc coast of America to be clearly defined. De-
partmnental minute..

F. O. 1638, Foreign Office, October 15, 1867.
Aznerica,
15-68. Draft

SIR A. BUCHANAN
No: 192

Oct. 3. Sni,--You will perceive from the inclosed copy of a letter from the Admi-
ralty that it is considered desirable, with the view of avoiding any question
hereafter, that fi. M's Govt., should be in possession of the exact position
and extent of the Territories in America ceded by Russia to th United
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States, and that the water boundary between the British and Russian
Possessions in the Pacific should be clearly defined. I have accordingly to
instruct you io endeavour to induce the Russian Govt. to carry out the
wishes of the Admiralty as set forth in their letter.

Endorsed: Dft. Sir A. Buchanan, No. 192 F.O. Oct. 15, 1867.
(Copy of letter f rom Admiralty asking exact extent of territory ceded by

Rnssia to America. To find out)

F. O. 1638, ST. PETERsBURGH, October 23, 1867.
Amenca,
1835-68. Confidential

No. 365.

Mr LORD,-At a recent interview with Prince Gortchacoff I phced in
His Excellency's bands an extract from the letter of the Admiralty, of
which a copy was enclosed in Your Lnrdship's Despatch No. 192 of the
15th inst., and I expressed a hope that he would be disposed to comply
with the wish of the Lords Commissioners, that the Water Boundaries
betwccn the Russian possessions in America lately ceded to the United
States, and those of Great Britain, should be clearly defined on a Chart,
and that Russia should obtain the acquiescence of the United States to
the boundaries thus defined. From the manner in which Prince Gort-
chacoff received this proposai, I fear there is little probability of his acced-
ing to it. He said the territory was already ceded to the United States
and that he could not enter into any negotiations with them as to the
meaning of the Treaties which designated its Boundaries, which was xow a
question for Her Majesty's Government to discuss with the Cabinet at
Washington. As he said also that he did not understand what was meant
by a Water Boundary, I suggested that if he refer to the Treaty of 1825
and to the Topographical Department of the Government, he would obtain
full information on the point, and I said it was not improbable that the
Boundary referred to night be already defined on the Russian (harts.
He said that if any such Chart existed he might perhaps be able to com-
municate it to Her Majesty's Government but he had no communication to
make to them on the subject of the cession of the territories formerly pos-
sessed by Russia in America.

I asked whether there was any probability of his being prepared to
speak to me again on the subject before the departure of the Messenger,
but he said he did not understand clearly what was wanted and he must
therefore decline for the present saying anything whatever about it. He
asked me, however, to leave the extract, which I had communicated to
him, of the Admiralty letter, and promised to have the subject inquired
into with every wish to do what would be agreeable to Her Majesty's
Government.

I have the honour to be,
with the highest respect,

My Lord,
Your Lordship's most obedient humble servant,

ANDREW BUCHANAN.

The LORD STANLEY, M.P.

v-2
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Endorsed: 1867 St. Petersburg, Oct : 23. Sir Andrew Buchanan No:
365. Confidential-Reed. Oct. 28 per Messr. Haworth. Conversation
with Prince Gortchacoff respg Water Boundary between British and LATE
Russian possessions in N. America.

No. 366.

F.0. 1638, ST. PETERSBURGH, October 23, 1867.

ca35My Lon,-With reference to Your Lordship's Despatch No. 192 of the
15th instant on the subject of the Water Boundary between the Russian
possessions in America lately ceded to the United States, and those of
Great Britain on the Pacifie, I have the Honour to enclose herewith a
translation of the Treaty for the cession of these territories, which has been
published in this day's "Journal de St. Petersburgh". and I also enclose a
Russian Chart corrected to 1864, on which the land Boundary line is
traced, and consequently shows the point at which in the opinion of the
Russian Government, the Water Boundary line in Portland Channel
terminates.

I have the honour to be,
With the highest respect,

My Lord,
Your Lordship's most obedient humble servant,

ANDREW BUCHANAN.
The LORD STANLEY, M.P.

Endorsed: 1867. St. Petersburgh, October 23. Sir A. Buchanan No.
366. Two inclosures Reed. Oct 28 By Messr. Haworth. Water Boundary
between British & Russian newly acquired possessions in North America.

F. 0.1638, ST. PETERSBURGH, October 24, 1867.
America, No. e0.

8 Most confidential.

My LoR,-With reference to my despatch No. 366 if the 23rd instant,
I have ascertained from a confidential source, that on an American map,
delivered to the Russian Government and attached to the Russian copy of
the Treaty for the cession of the late Russian possessions in America to the
United States, the Water Boundary between the possessions acquired by
the United States and the territory of Russia is traced, but that the map
does not extend far enough East or South to include the Water Boundary
between the possessions of Great Britain and the ceded territory.

I have the honour to be,
With the highest respect,

My Lord,
Your Lordship's most obedient humble servant,

ANDREW BUCHANAN.
The LORD STANLEY, M.P.

&c., &c., &c.

Endorsed: No. 370 Recd. Oct 28 per Messr. Haworth has learnt that
Water Boùndary between British and late Russian possns. in N. America
is not marked on U.S. Map.
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F. G-.1638, Foreign Office, October 28, 1867.
Amenca,
1835-68. Dralt.

Admiralty.

Sir A. S,-I am directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you to be laid before
Buchanan, the Lords Commrs. of the Admiralty the accompanying copies of Despatches
Nos. 365, 366, from H. M's Ambassador at St. Petersburgh containing information with
370. reference to the wish expressed in your letter of tne 3rd instant that the

Water Boundaries between the Russian possessions in America lately ceded
to the United States and those of Great Britain should be cleary defined
on a Chart.

Endorsed: Dft. Admiralty F.O. Oct. 28, 1867 Water Boundary between
British and Russian America Copies of Sir A. Buchanan Nos. 365, 366 &
370 respy.

F.0.1638, ST. PETERSBURGH, October 30, 1867.
America
1836-68. No. 373

Memorandum e MY LORD :-With reference to my despatch No. 365 of the 23rd instant
marked confidential, I regret to say that my fear has been realized that the
Russian Government would decline acceding to the wishes of the Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty respecting the Water Boundary between
the late possessions of Russia in America and those of Gt. Britain on the
Pacific.

Prince Gortchacoff informed me today that he had communicated on the
subject with the Minister of Marine and the chief of the Russian Topo-
graphical Department, and that the only information they had enabled him
to give me, was contained in a Memorandum which he placed in my hands,
and which I have the honour to enclose herewith. As his Excellency said
that Water Boundaries were never traced on maps, I replied that I thought
Governments generally attached maps to Treaties in cases like the present,
in which such water Boundaries were traced ; and as I asked whether the
Boundary between the possessions ceded to the United States and the
Asiatic territories of Russia had not been defined in this manner, I was
surprised to receive an assurance from His Excellency, that such a measure
had not been considered necessary.

I have the honour to be,
With the highest respect,

My Lord,
Your Lordships, most obedient, humble servant,

ANDREW BUCHANAN.
The LoRD STANLEY, M.P.

&c. &c. &c.

Endorsed: 1867 St. Petersburgh Oct : 30 Sir Andrew Buchanan No. 373
1 enclosure Recd. Novem : 4 per Messr from Berlin -Prince Gortchacoff
states that Water Boundary was not marked between late Russian possns.
in N. America and Asiatic Russian territory.
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- F.01638,
Mn~rica,

- 1835.68.
Foreign Office, Dec. 9;1867.

Draft
Colonial Office

E.H.

Si,-I have laid before Lord Stanley your letters of the19th and
20th November and of the 3rd instant asking for His Lordship's opinion as
tu the instructions that should be sento the Governor of Vancover's Island
on certain points connected with the cession of Russian A.merica to the
-United States, and I am directed bylHis Lordship to state to-you in reply
for the information of H. G. the D. of Buckingham and Chandos, that he
does not see on what ground Great Britain could object to the establish-
ment of an American military post opposite Fort Simpson.

With. regard to the facilities respecting cattle requested by the United
States officers, Lord Stanley considers that they shoùild in common courtesy
be granted independently of their being beneficial to the Colony-His
Lordship also thinks that the Governor should give his advice if asked for
to the American authorities respecting the control over the Indians and
that if he could arrange the river limit it might be desirable to do so, that
is to say if the possession of one or more Rocky Islets is likely to be of
importance. Lord Stanley will consult the Queen's Advocate as to how far
under International Law, the United States are now bound by the Treaty
between Great Britain and Russia of 1825.

Endorsed: Dft. Colonial Office. E. H. F. 0. Dec. 9, 1867. Cèssion of
Russian N. America to U. S. Faciities as to Cattie should be given to
the U. S. Auths a river limit settled if possible.

(Colonial Office Dec. 3.)
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