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See, there they're breaking cluster,
They've. left that highest bough,
They're going where they came from,

; We're sure to get them now.
N SWARM

Now rattle on the dishpan,
And hammer on the saw,
And keep the cowbells ringing,
And yell a wild “hurraw,”

Now keéep-the din a-going, .
Be lively, do not stop
Till you will far outrival
The roar of Spion Kop.

Tﬂt BEES THAT DID

There's trouble in the bee yard,
'l'he bees are acung queer,
oy're podrlnl from the hive ‘mouth,
‘and darting ‘far and near;
n Robbie. you must hurry,

- And -‘ive a quick alarnmy,
e men folk all are working

. Away back on the farm.

They're circling round the orchard!
They're going in the hive!

ow “paw” must leave the mower, I knew that we would get them

The team will have to stand; As sure as you're altve.

4 ' I've done some dandy swarming
e'll have to trust them this time,

) Since first I kept a bee,
There's lively work on hand. But that was far the smartest

me Johnnie, drop your grass scythe 4 ever chanced to see.
“And Tommie leave the rake, 7 ne & ¢ >
nd make a bee-line homeward— ve heard the names of great ones

A few I can recall:
There's Hutchinson and Cogshall,
And Holtermann and Hall;
But all the greatest bee men

' Make haste, for goodness sake!

fow, Jennie, get the dishpan,

‘And Tommy, get the saw, 01 sl ;\e&rg. °“t':lw- -

. “ombined and put together,
Johnnie run like lightning Aln't good as me and “maw.”

To Jones' after “maw.”

s awful good at swarming, Reward to those that labor!
And, mind you, what I say, Success to those that fight!
I turn them in a jiffy, * Eternal songs of praises
To vallant men of might!
BUgH half & mile. away. But who can sing their praises,
Who heard the first alarm,
here she is a-coming, . “1And showed such zeal in hiving
o give it hot and fast; The bees that did not swarm!
she is here to help us. WM. MOORE.

o'll got them done at last. Little Current, Dec. 25, 1905.
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NOTES AND
COMMENTS

By J. L. Byer.

Warming a Bee-cellar.

In January “Review” Editor Hutch-
inson cites the case of a farmer who
kept his potatoes from freezing dur-
ing a protracted cold spell by burning
charcoal in an old kettlé Th the cellar.
He thinks the plan would work O.K.
in warming up a bee-cellar, providing
there was no danger of asphyxihting
thé bees, a point on which he is in
ddubt. Methinks the most of eellar-
winterers are not worrying much this
winter how to warm their cellars, but
if Friend Hutchinson, or any one else,
can tell how to cool the cellars when
the outside temperature is above the
normal for cellar-wintering, they will
confer a favor on a good many apiar-
ists, judging from reports to hand.

Personally, we only have 20 four-
frame nuclei inside; not in a cellar ex-
actly, but where they get abundance
of air at all times, providing it is ne-
cessary. Yet at date of this writing
(February 21st), with a muggy atmos-
phere and temperature of 45 outside,
the bees are doing, a lot of “squawk-
ing.” As to m they- come through
finally, after tHeir peculiar method of
wintering, hope to.tell “C. B. J.” read-
ers in the near future. >

[Why not use ice for cooling the
overheated cellar? Don’t you think it
would be just about as practical as

. charcoal for heating?—Hd.]
Maeterlinck's “Life of the Bee.”

Dr. Miller, in a “Straw,” calls at-
tention to the fact that recently Dr.
Felix Adler, in addressing the Chl-
cago Pthioal Culture Society, cop-
demned fn no yncerfaln tones the

books and plays of Maeterlinck, Dr.
Miller says, in reference to the “Life of
the Bee,” that in this work there is
some of the “rottenness” referred
by Dr. Adler. Personally, and,
doubt, in common with nearly all who
have read the book, I was at first cap-
tivated by the beautiful composition
and brilllant style of the writer, buty
after more mature thought, am forced
to agree with Dr. Miller, who says that
the work is the more dangerous ‘‘be-
cause insidious, so beautifully eclothed
that good men have read the book and
praised it without stint, without ever
noticing the evil that was in it." The
greatest apologist of Maeterlincks will
have to admit, at least, that the stand-
ard of moral ethics he holds up are not
of the highest.

Selling Sections by Piece Instead of
Weight.

In Christmas “Gleanings” that ex-
cellent authority on comb honey pro-
duction, Mr. Crane of Vermont, has a
strong article in favor of selling comb
honey by the section instead of by
weight, and, incidentally, at the same
time, putting in a strong plea for the
use of plain sections and fence separa-

to

no

tors.

In fact, Mr. Crane intimates that his
conscience would not allow him to sel
by the plece if he was using the old
style sections and separators,
to lack of uniformity in weight of sec
tions of honey thus produced. He d
not, like some, claim that he gets mo
honey by using plain sections, but b
is positive that he gets better-finishe
sections and much more uniformity
the matter of weight, and says that
is a surprise to him that others ha
not seen their value and adopted then
‘While not a comb honey producer, ¥

* ¥ I was going into the business. don
know of any other single autho
that would be apt to iInfluence

owing
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more than Mr. Crane, whom I have
always regarded as one of the first-
grade comb honey producers of the
continent. However, after making all
allowance for his alleged defects of the
old-style sections, I cannot understand getting the bottom-boards made.
how the majority of our cousins across Something for Queen-breeders.
the line persist in putting the grocers In - January 35th ‘“Amevioar Bes
to the trouble of selling sections by Journal” Mr. Hasty, speaking of the
weight. 'Pears to the writer that it small nuclel that some of thé ‘Texan
would take a good deal of persuasive queen-breeders use in having their
cloquence to educate (?) Canadian their queens mated, tells of a plan
grocers to sell by that system. whereby he can even beat their record.
[Times ago this journal was decid- It is as follows: “Say, I have an in-
edly against the plain, no-bee-way vention whereby a virgin and a couple
section, but from observation and per- of smdll horse-flies are baby-nucleled
sonal experience the present Editor in g glass bottle. Cut the cork so the
would say that he rather likes them. queen can get out and In, but her com-
They are .a neat section, and, being panions not.” Returning to seriousness
capped close to the edge, they look gagain, Mr. Hasty says further that he
plump and full. We do not think that gonfesses a feeling towards the baby
they would be any more uniformly fill-  nuclei, somewhat as a porcupine feels
d than the four-piece, which gives a when he sees a dog.
ull-width bee-way. This, in our mind, Red Squirrels as Jokers.
where the advantage is in both of The joke was on the writer, and it
hese sections. Mr. R. H. Smith, whom o0 anout in this wise: At the Al-
% know a8 & leader in comb honey tona yard the farmer with whom the
h us, uses a four-plece sectlon, (... ore pullt the extracting house,
side-pleces ¥ -inch wider than 19418 by gheeting up with half-inch
e top and bottom, 3-inch, or half & 4,0 and lining Inside with heavy
te-space, on each side; the other bullding paper to make things bee-
@hth he provides by a %-inch cleat tight. Previous to attending the On-
\ his Tence separators. This gives .14, convention, we visited the place
sections very much the effect of ). preparing the bees for winter,
pé no-bee-way, and the cappings be- .4 gverything was O.K. Imagine my
% from the edge, insures safety In  ,pacrin on my next visit, some two
ing and shipping.—Bd.] weeks afterward, to find that during
Hershiser's Bottom Board. my absence four squirrels had found
n a recent issue of the “American their way in and totally destroyed all
Journal” Mr. Hershiser seems to the paper, not one square foot being
ablish beyond doubt that it does no left without a hole in it. As the most
m to have entrances of hives of the paper was carried away, pre-
ned while in the cellar, provided sumably to paper a house of their own,
ficlent space and ventilation is have had no chance of seeing how they
n under the hive, as is the case figure as paperhangers, but for taking
n using the bottom-board he has

off the article, I can assure all enquir-
nted. If such claim is correct, if ers that they can do the job par excel-
wintering in the cellar, I cer- lence. .

tainly would use something construct-
ed on the same principle, as the com-
fort that would be derived in carrying
the bees to and from the cellar would

amply pay for the extra trouble in

'Y ¥ . -
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Having been making an inventory
as to what it will cost me to sheet up
the house inside with cheapest grade
of matched lumber available, find it
will cost me about $12, so you see, af-
ter all, it was quite a p'ractlcal joke.
By way of explantion as to how I
know exact number of culprits, would
say that we know of four sudden
deaths in the red squirrel family, and
as no further signs have been seen of
others, would conclude that we had
the full number of offenders.

Wax Presses.

Mr. E. F. Atwater, in ;:oauln;rI opin-
ifon on the “Miller” wax presses, has
the following to say re the German
and other steam presses: ‘“‘the ma-

chine is a hopeless nuisance when the
comb is melted in the machine, but
by melting in a large kettle or tank
the capacity of the press is increased

manyfold, and the steam within the
press assists in maintaining the pro-
per temperature.” I have used nearly
all kinds of presses and at the risk of
getting my hair pulled, want to place
myself on record as agreeing entirely
with the sentiments expressed by Mr.
Atwater. While the steam presses are
all right with the man who has a few
colonies, how any extensive producer
can fuss with them alone, is beyond
my ken; but here again “tastes dif-
fer.”

[We are pretty well agreed that the
steamm wax presses are not by any
means perfect, but they have been
bettér than anything we have had in
wax extru;torl. We all welcome with
open arms anything that is really an
improvement.—Ed.]

Is Prolificness in Queens
Desirable?

Mr. Dadant in American Bee Journal
discussing their early experiences In
the' miAtter of queen rearing says the
followig |/three things were always

Lk { .

A

Always
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taken into consideration, viz.: Purity
of race; prollﬂpness and gentleness
When I say prolificness, I mean largest
honey production. These two things
always go hand in hand.” 8o good
an authority as Mr. J. B. Hall would
object to so radical a claim, for if |
remember correctly Mr. Hall
greater stress on longevity of the bees
produced. Be that as it
certainly my largest yields g
always come from colonies head'-
ed by more than ordinarily prolifi
queens. In speaking of different races
of bees, .Mr. Dadant mentions the
Carnlolans as a slight variation of the
common black bee, Begging pardon

lays

J,'Mr. D. in reaching such a verdict, am

forced to believe that you never had
any genuine Carniolan stock. Come o
think of it, it would hardly be reason-
able to expect such ploneer c¢ham-
pions of the Italian race of bees, t
readily see the good points
other race,

of any

Developing the Home Market,

Since reading friend Hand's artl
in February C. B. _J. have
scratching my head and wondering
he meant me when making th
odious comparisons as to how hon
crops are disposed of. While I don
fill the bill in quite a few respect
such as selling my honey for six cen
and other minor detalls, and admit (
probably others will also) that wi
a little padding the shoe can be
to fit tolerably well. But say, fri
Hand, wonder how much honey isu
in York Co. anyway? We know
one house that uses 75,000 Ibs. ann
ly. Beat that if you can.

We had the pleasure of spendi
a pleasant time with Mr. Hand
September, and from the way g
windows showed up In the matter
honey, can assure readers of the C.
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J. that Mr, Hand practices what he,
preaches. Z

Changing Convention Programs.

Shameful! Is the verdict reached
by the jury, after hearing qt the an- In What Does Granulation consist 7—
noyange caused our fleaologist Honey that is harvested liquid and
friend by the British Naturalists’ As- properly ripened will almost always
sotlation. Mr. Pettit was present at granulate in a time which vaMés sc-
the Chicago Convention. Is it possible cording to the blossom which has pro-
he is giving the N. B. K. A. a thrust? 4,.0q it, and the temperature and con-
How thankful we should be that no-  gitjon of the surrounding afr.

A~ thn.tA::oull:uoccur S:'irtlh olur The honey of sanfoin and lucerne
S Cisrio e e .ou' ¥ granulate more rapidly than those of
friend Pettit, are you not afraid of be- kit obid Srult Selbas
ing tried for contempt of court? » The

' T‘H! GRANULATION OF HONEY:
Translated from the French in “Les
Abeilles ot les Fruits.”

. (By Morley Pettl{.‘)

aforesaid jury allow you to go on sus- Good honey properly harvested has a

pended sentence this time, pending granulation which makes it resemble

your good behavior in the future. finely ground table salt. Honey candied

York County, Ontario. in coarse, irregular grains is of infer-
{ for quality.

A MANITOBA BEE-KEEPER'S
REPORT.
The past season has been a splendid
pne for bee-keeping in Manitoba. I
d five colonies, increased to six, and
ot 1,093 pounds of honey, begides

Causes of Granulation—Honey har-
vested in July candies less quickly than
that which is harvested in September.
Some "honeyseharden in a fortnight,
others take several months. 'The cause
of granulation seems to be cold. When
ng a number of queens. I think honey is slow in solidifying it.is a good

having good queens had soma- Pplan to put it in a cold, dry place, but
1g to do with my success. I pur- never in the cellar with the idea of

ed a “red clover” queen, and this keeping it fresh.
mmer I extracted 297 pounds from
hive she was in. I beliéve also in
ving plenty of honey in the hive for

Lhs

Means of Hastening Granulation—
We have just given one of them. The

best method in our opinion is to mix
nter, as the bees will push brood- into the liquid honey a little honey that
hg in the spring for all they are g giready granulated, and stir the mix-
h If they have lots of honey. ture violently
I'have been selling my honey at from o

to 12¢ a pound. The formation of crystals takes place
My bees are in eight-frame Lang-

' spontaneously in many substances, but
oth hives, but I find them altogether it is always more rapid when some al-
0 small.: The queens keep laying

til October, and it is almost impos- ready formed crystals are placed in

to get enough honey into 'he the liquid. Then they only have to
0d chamber when cold weather rpeproduce themselves, whereas they
on,- and, besides, the bees seam

would be born quite alone only under
ind to swarm, and swarm again
en they get their brood nest filled. certain favorable conditions.
past two wet summers have Some Causes Which Hinder or Re-

h favorable to the growth of clover, tard Granulation—Honey put’ into
ly white clover. Alfalfa will

poorly sealed vessels, in a damp place,
wi bees
mn;:.l'tbm ebeys g absorbs moisture from the air, becomes

C. LANGILI. thin and tlmoﬂ)v.lud‘-
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Honey hgarvested too soon, before it
is capped, contains too much water and
candi® with difficulty. ’

When honey is not sumciently' ripen-
ed it should be put into tight vessels
and set up high in ajdry, healthy room;
that is a room \}Jnul bad odors. It
should be kept /4t a temperature of
30° to 36° Ceritigrade (86° to 95° Fah-
renheit.)

Preservation of Straw Mats.—To in-
crease the durability of straw mats, it
is sufficient to soak them for 48 hours
in 'a solution of sulphate of copper,
made in the proportion of one pound
of the sulphate to two gallons of water.
Then dip them, half drained gnto a
whitewash mixture 'of lime and water.
for a couple of minutes.

THE GATHERING OF WATER

BY BEES.

(From “Les Abeilles et les Fruits."”)

How Much Time do Bees Spend in
Drinking Water?—It is all the more
interesting to reckon It because we
know that between the temperatures of
50° Fahr. and 104° Fahr, the workers
pass successively from an almost dor-
mant state to the most active condi-
tion, and that as soon as they find
warm water® in waltering places

they call those who have not seen this

the

boon.
Mr. George Gendot, who has studied
the watering of bees, writes in “Abeille

Bourguignonne ' as follows:

4 “Phe way in which bees conduct
themselves at watering places accord-
ing as the water is warm or cold, has
suggested to me the idea of recording
the time occupied by a bee in filling
its crop with water at different tem-
peratures.

“The following figures have been ob-
lalned' by observing ten bees in each
case from the instant they alighted

on the watering place till they took

their flight to return to the hive:

THE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL.

Temperature in

Time in

draw

degrees Iahr. Secods wate!
BN isa0 o onii W Renbtess sy 178 hi
59........ IR ey 147 whicl
BBiicveniine oo mtabmEe s ooy o8 87 make
1 L P 62 ing o
PR ST  L 42 cause
TR N U, DT 38 elther

B . ooty sesivBaa Swewid 29 o0

AR . 0 o dieeva s N AR 24 It i

This table will enable bee-keepers to [l 06t fi
estimate the loss of time they might warm
save to their bees by having in their il “ooler
aplaries walering piaces where th
water would at least be warmed by the JRSMAL
sun,

According to the results obtained t
experiments by Mr. Astor (Revue In- on
ternationale, 1889, page 2564) a bee g i
thering nectar containing 76% of wa i 'ra
ter at a temperature of 50° to 55° Fanhr sul
takes 3 minutes and 40 seconds to zoJor con
back to its hive, unload and return s ain
the flower. Let us suppose that a beeSBubject
gathering warm water takes the sameff cont,
time. We see from the above tablehe sty
that a bee gathering water 50° Fahrfhambe,
will take 3 min.,, 40 sec. + 2 min. ilom
sec.=6 min. 38 sec. for a trip, or safould pn
nine trips Yo the hour.  Whercas, it abo
she gathered water at 113° Iahr. sh the p
would .take 3 min.,, 40 sec. 4 21 se wing 1
4 min. 4 sec., or about 14 trips (o thieht to
hour. ! . harmeq

“The experiments -conducted by s hon
de Layen showed him that the grealgionies
est quantity of water consumei y €ngth
colonies in one day was 6 16-14ring t)
quarts, about 30-100 pint each The co

“Mr. Astor gives as the . greal mblihg
consumption in one day 7 92-100 quargt gatq)
for 50 colonies, About 32-100 pint ea of th

“My twelve colonles drank on Mimer,; )

11, 1905, 9 45-100 pints or 79-100 pin that
each, " tof fo

“In Mr. Astor's yard in April K in o

May, 1899, 50 colonies drank 40 26-ivoeg.

ns, or 3 22-100 quarts each. nine
. Astor’s bees have certainly m, m
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(
drawn from his watering place&all the

water necesary for brood-rearing.
his enormous quantity ‘of water
which is indispensable to each hive

they have already begun preparations
for natural swarming. This is wrong
and too fussy. And, what is more,
it these colonies are forced at such

i
makes clear the fact that the g$r- time only it often is too early or too : ; !
|

»

ing of it must be one of the prindgpal late—may come in the midst of a flow, e
causes of spring dwindling when It is when the colony should be right in the
either too far from the apiary«sor i8 very best of regular work. It ig not :
too cold. at all uncommon for a large percent ‘
of the colonies to swarm before they ;
are strong enough to do the bhest work ™
in storing surplus, yet most rcople
Irive these swarms lplo an ordinary-

- sized chamber and expect them to o
SMALL OR LARGE BROOD CHAM- super work, and it seems many do the

BERS—WHICH? ‘ same thing with forced s@®arms. 'I'ha
By R. C. Aiken. proper time to swarm.is }ust when tue

It is wise then to have water placed

out for the bees and to have it as
warm as possible, at any rate not
cooler than 113° or 122° Fahr,

flow starts, and no waiting for natural
On page 267 of the “Canadian Dee swarming or preparations to swarm.
L is for the control of swarming thut
we make the froced swarms, beeause,
or comb honey. I wish to say that he 98 indicated above, the natural swarin-
as almost identically my ideas of the I"8 weakens the colony too much for.
bject: It is not so much a guestion surplus honey, yet if we attempt 1o
{ contracting the nest as it is of hav- Xcep them together by ordinary meth-
)g strong colonies. A contractel ©ds, or by the milder methods of conx-
amber Will very often get surplus ing by shade, roam, etc., we have toos
om weak - colonies- that otherwise much tinkering and too much intarfer-
ould not touch the super, but that 1 ©ence with the work of the colony, then
st about all that can be said in favor fail to _get the thing sought for--con-
the plan. The great fault is in al- trol. We must use more harsh or de-
wing the bees to swarm when they ¢ided methods; swarming is nature
ght to be in the supers, and, havingf ©"d we must put the bees in somewhat
armed, the very thing we want, sur of the condition nature would have
us honey, Is defeated, Better double “them in. These natural conditions are
lonies until we do get the necessary & ’lot of bees of all ages, together with
rength; therein lies the secret of se- & dueen, but not having either broad
ring the best results in honey. or honey, and, better,

urnal, Mr., P, P. Adams discusses

he subject of contracted brood-nests

no comd. In
he control of swarming is the gr.‘l i ”:sfh re:pect: > swnrm] i‘s 2 ’:w”rm‘
J: e al, b y po
bmblthg-block in bee-keeping. (el ;" e ;'1 i o'r ];{ m‘:‘ MY ‘: g l“
it settled and you will then be mas- FRON. I twt: . ]e e ;llh ;'"‘
of the situation with, but a falr °° ‘;le e t;m, argke gr :m“ 'f“ X
eral knowledge of the business. I PENAIRG. oW, e A i~ Ly
them. You see, it may be a baby nu-
that nearly all-writers on the sub- y
clcus, a small swarm that will just
t of forced swarming (so many por- y
i - . nicely work a brood chamber, or a
in calling it *“shook” swarming) . Bl that. will 1o bast
ocate frequent exsminations to de- :‘wbo':: b‘ :;neh il ;oi e ne::
n a.n;b: "
mine if the colony is preparing to R B 1 ‘nn sty
n, making the swarm only when 1 do not believe thefe is any method .

Qe
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'-‘ ! .
yet devised by which we éan take the to milder 'r:bthodg of discouragement. weal
swarming instinct (desire) out of bees At this time we may give much brood- in b
(a colony) when conditions are right chamber room, which of course will ean
to develop it, and the conditions are just not interfere with the super storage dere¢
those that are the best for plitting up since it is not going on at all. Much Inc
the honey, as the conditions become just ventilation may also be used. In ex- divis
right for honey storage and you have treme cases, where there seems to be and
all the necessary factors for swarming. almost a mania to swarm, we can plus
Now, if we swarin them and leave divide jf need be, holding thé colony force:
them without brood, just as a natural S¢ reduced in numbers that they wil it as
",m would be, you have fixed them not swarm. Then, too, if there be al- the b
sure: that is all that is needed, and MOSt nothing being gathered, yet the Ml nucle
that forced swarming does. colonies are very strong and the wea- the n

St b Seine Betls e ot Scaditions th(?r hot—just enough of s“urmfng lloreg
that bring abput Be evaindse Seelte factors present to cause swarming will 1
before the flow that gives the surplus fever in many colonies, just rob them up w
comes, and there we must make varia- ©f MOSt of their stores, bringing then Ji "8t ¢
tions of methods to suit locality. This '° @ semi-starvation condition and i '
locality question 'is no humbug, vet it ‘P&t usually will hold them. g
in no way interferes with principles—- Right here, let me still more eu- 1ta
bees one place will do just as bees in Phatically endorse what ¢Mr. Adaus (‘::er
any other place willy,it is the diffcrence S4¥8 about tinkering and fussing be- ,d“: 1
‘in conditions that makes the difference fore the flow begins when we are gel- P
in results. This being true, all . we ling ready. We can afford at this tine The w
want to. know is bee nature and then ‘¢ do lots of ifyand it will pay; bul ! tran
apply the method that brings the re- when the main flow comes, then we ‘ol |
sults desired UNDER OUR OWN ust turn everything to one poinl g
CONDITIONS of locality or ofsseason, ' 'hat is storing surplus and doing i "
for scarcely any two seasons are alike, right. Only strong colonies with capact
The control of swarming outside of big 8 will do this. If we have h“d.l hive,
the reguldr flow when they are not divide before this to hold them f(ro 80 whi
storing surplus, is a different thing swarming now is the time to doul stantly
from the control when a strong flow is them, and as we usually just at thi pacity,
on and surplus work going on. In the time have all the swarm conditiongg,. .
full flow the conditions are intensified and in the tense state we nmusl Ulram, ..
in almost every factor, better feeding, heroic methods, just swarm them, pu usec
‘nore eggs to lay and less place ta UnNg enough bees to a hive with sl ng th
lay them, the greater activity causing ters only that you will get the resulllleee oo
greater heat and discomfort, combs Sought fof, thus you absolutely Ui 1o
filled with honey make a still more trol and xecome master. th
crowded condition, which is still more 1 say use starters, foundation
aggravated by full honey sacks that too expensive altogether, and does | rstoo
sc swell the mass of be\e" that they tle good except when the flow is V¢ woul
actually need—I say actually NEED free, when it will enable,them (0 to m
more room than they gdid possibly on- combs ready sooner. With starl man
-1y two days before, en there was the most of the combs will be work The
U8 nee

jittle or nothing ng gathered. Un- gand the next spring the drone can
der the less intense conditions prev- cylled out and used for chunk hob

jous to the main flow they will yield




THE GANANAN
weak colonies to ‘have the stores used
in brooding, thus the ‘'drone surplus
can be disposed of without loss; ren-
dered into wax they pay.

Increase I would always rthake Ly
division, and make it when conditions
and time will permit, and when sur-
plus cells can be had from swarm
forced cenditions. 'Maw nuclei and de
it as early as can propeérly, the earlier
the better; at least try to have tLhe
nuclei so that they have ti benefit of
the main flow, to build up and put In
stores. )lnge before the flow they
will be so much surer to get stocked
uyp with honey, then theg have the
rest of the season in whlch\za hrc)ml
up. r .
L Size of Hive.

1 favor alllrge hive. I am adopting
after a long and extensive experimen-
tal process, a hive after the Heddon
ideas of g divisible brood chamber. My
frame is 65x16 inches, outside measure.
The width of the hive is the common
§ frame measure, in other words the
body is 51-4 deep, 12 wide and 161-16
long, inside. Two such body parts,
with 8 frames each, make the same
capacity, es the rexular"-s frame . L
hive, 3 of them make 12 L capacity.
S0 while T use & hive that can be in-
stantly reduced to even 4 L frame ca-
pacity, it can in like manner be made

y other size in multiplies of 4 1.

rames. This hive I recommend to

used in 8 L frame (2 sections) dur-
the flow, at all other times un-
8 cellar wintered using 3 sections,
12 frame capacity. I cannof dis-

this hive at length here, it car-
8 with it-so much that is not un-
rstood by the average apiarist that
would take a long article devoted to
to make plain its uses and methods
management that should go with
There are some changes in melh-
s needed with4such a hive, the com-
on ideas in some points are not ap-

ble to this hive, yet the meth-

»

or'
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ods necessary are simple enough when * _”

understood and very easy to learn,
and the reason why very plain: when
once shown. -

I am not advocating * the casting
aside of old hives and the adoption of
thlls one, 1 do say that there are some
most” valuable ideas and principle
be applied in the use of a dlvm
brood chamber hive that cannot b‘e
to advantage with present hives, but
one cannot cast asidg, the old simply
to obtain better resulls with the new.

™ now believe in cutting down all ten
frames to the 8 frame width; but as
an 8 frame is pot large enough, 1
do advocite using two of them, .one
on top of the_ other except during the
flow. It is possible gnd also ‘prob-
able that an 8-frame hive straight will
be all right in some places; but while
fhis is true it is also true that where
the regular one Yry 8 is 'good the
divisible chamber ‘an be made tq do
better. I do not profess to know all
about this subject, but I have learned
by experimentation that there is. a
whole lot we do not know, and that
there can be a decided advance over
present hives and methods. I am
writing of exeenence and not theor-~
ies unproved.

This article rmust ¢ome to a close,
but let me again emphasize the facts
Mr. Adams gave expréssion to, ex-
cept immediately during the main or
surplus flow, hives should be large.
And, during the flow we must have
the undivided attention of the bees in
super work, and storing, in rousing
big colonies. I started with™ these
ideas more than 30 years ago, and
have used them in thousand upon
thousands of cases, and know they
are sound.

Loveland, Colo. ’

There's a heap of difference between
the qualities we display and the quali-
ties we possess.—Chicago Record-Her-
ald. ’ ;
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

The winter has been extraordinarily
mild for our climate, and so far as we
can learn, bees have come through in
good shape, but stores will need early
attention; don’t let us forget or neg-
lect. Reports from the Southern Coun-
ties say that clover has suffered from
the frequent thawing and freezing.
With no snow to protect them the
plants have “heaved” badly.

’ +

Cultivate the Home Market. There
seems to be a growing feeling among
Ontario Bee-keepers, that Canada with
her great incoming population is like-
ly to be able to consume all the honey
produced for a long time—not much
danger of over-production.

+

“Canadian Beedom,” in
Bee Journ-f," has the following to say
about the Brantford and District Con-
vention: :

“One of the most wide-awake con-
ventions it has been my privilege ‘o
attend was the District Bee-keepers’
Convention held at Brantford, January
24 to 26. There were no elections of
officers or other routine business—just
straight “beé-talk” throughout the ses-
sions. The program. simply showed
subjects for~@iseussion with no names
attached and each session had a new
chairman, who varied the order of
proceedings te suit his ideas. Besides
the threadbare lpb}’c” of winter and

'

}
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spring management, newer ones were M
introduced, such as “Implements used taric
in the apiary,” referring to smoker, somu
comb foundation, brushes, bee-escapes, caus
etc. Withal, there was a freshness and viz.,,
informality to the discussions which true,
made them both interesting and of hone
practical value. like
. ) . X woul
For stimulative spring feeding, a Gt
frame of sealed honey laid on its side : "
on the top of the frames in the brood blunt
chamber, but raised, say !4” to allow donti
the bees to pass under, was highly Me
spoken of at the Brantford convention. puy ¢
Mr. James H. Shaver and others re- o
ported very satisfactory results from "
this plAn last season. The system is Buid
followed, and we believe originated K oai
with Mr. William McEvoy of Wood- way,
burn, Inspector of Apiaries for Ontario. foot;
Mr. H. G. Sibbald says he usually re-
sorts to close spacing in spring for to Spe:
stimulate brood-rearing. The closeness @ . .
of the combs compel the bees to uncap Reven
and use the uom.." hand;
The opinion of the meeting was di- :.::l:
vided (as usua., over the subject of
Spring Feeding. Mr. John Newton, :::: &
quoting Mr. J. B. Hall, said that “a ..
real good letting alone” was usually whoth
the best, but that often there was wis- p
dom in feeding a little between fruit '::“ .
bloom and clover. To the question :”:t Y
whether sugar syrup is equal to honey large |
for brood-rearing, Mr. Pettit replied: 'Illho:
“Not quite, and ‘besides, we should hire €
avoid the very appearance of e 3
evil.” Mr. Shaver considered it #ial
equal to honey if thereis pollen in !
the hive. Mr. Wm. Couse told of his :'mm'
losing a great many queens one seaso 9 dea
. to pay
after feeding syrup. Suel
Messrs:. Alpaugh and Smith, believill 7 |
in supplying pollen substitutes. Fro i v
their observations in Jamaica wouldll The .
be .inclined to think that much of t the
spring dwindling, an that island ion
least, is caused by lack of early pollenllhumbe.




Mr. R. . Smith remarked at the On-
tario Bee-keepers’ Convention that
some people became tired of honey be-
cause they used it in a wrong way,
viz.,, ate too much of it at a time. Very
true, friend Smith. |f people would use
honey in moderation, like cheese, or
like butter, spread on bread, they
would Iiko.ig and continué to like it,
but one cannot eat it wholesale with
a spoon like stewed. fruit without
blunting the taste and disordering the
stomach.

Mp. Smith takes as a mor‘nmg nip a
coyple of teaspoonfuls in a cup of hot

er before breakfast. We have tried
it on his recommendation, and have
found it excenent as an appetizer. It
is sedative, and for children, in this
way, it is also slightly aperient in ef-
fect; better than patent medicines.

+

Speaking of patent medicines reminds
us of Bulletin No. 113 of the Inland
Revenue Department, Ottawa, just to
hand. The chief analyst reports
Peruna.as containing 40% proof spirit,
considerably higher than the strongest
port wine, and about two-thirds
that of the ordinary grades of whiskey,
and says that “it becomes a question
whether it can be legally sold by drug-
gists without a liquor license.” Sam-
ples of a number of other prom:
inent proprietary medicines showed a
large percentage of alcohol. The same
authority says that I’;l the “New Hamp-
shire Sanitary Butletin” it is stated an
order has been issued by the Commis-
sioner of Inland Revenue Treasury De-
partment of the United States requir-
ing dealers in_certain patent medicines
o pay a revenue tax as liquor dealers.”
Suely it is high time for prohibition
along this line.

The discussion on “implements Used
the Apiary” at the Brantford Con-
ion was not the least interesting
r on the program, and almost a
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full session was spe ver the subject.
Bee brushes, smokef§j ‘bee escapes, etc.
were considered in their order, and
needless to say there was a great var-
iety of “preferences, which would give
one a slight idea of the difficulties of
the sinners, the supply dealers. Take,
for instance, the pee brush—the fol-
lowing were among the things cham-
pioned for this purpose: A goose or
turkey wing, Coggshall's bee brush, a
feather, a whitewash brush, .a green
cedar bough, a brush of hair, a paper
hanger’'s brush. In smokers the ma-
jority preferred the smoker spring to
be on the outside of the bellows, the
bellows to taper to the hinged end and
the nozzle to teles sufficiently to
hold it securely.

A variety of material for smoker fuel
was recommended: Cedar bark, maple
bark, small hardwood blocks, coarse
planer shavings, decayed wood, etc.
Mr. Alpaugh of Galt uses a mixture of
shavings, decayed wood and maple
bark, and prepares it ahead. He says
that in order to obtain the best smoke
from this mixture, it should be moist-
ened slightly before using, as the dry
material when ignited consumes its
own smoke. Maple bark fuel is ex-
tremely hot and holds fire long. Mr.
R. H. Smith recommended cotton rags
saturated with saltpetre for lighting.

For comb foundations, the majority
considered the Langstroth sheets 72
to 8 sheets to the pound as generally
satisfactory, and that the sheets
should be large enough to touch the
side bars of the frame and come within
YVa of the bottom bar, as weed
process foundation made from
good wax and properly wired will not
sag enough to buckle. .8Section Foun-
dations should fill the sections, and
should be made in sheets so that it can
be cut in these sizes without waste,
say 3%x16, instead of 3%x15%, as is
generally supplied, even though it
might mean less sheets to the pound.
Messrs. H. G. Sibbald and J. H.
Shaver preferred for fastening foun-
dation in the section a block to centre
the sheet and hold it iin place, then
attach it all around with melted wax,
applied with a camel’s hair brush.

Mr. C-Edmondson wires his frames
loosely, and when imbedding draws
the strands down the centre, thus*
forming a kind of truss for the sup-
port of the foundation. »
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/" difference in this light, but if you go

WW
ANNUAL MEETING ONTARIO
BEE-KEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION

" Discussion on' Marketing of Honey.
Mr. R. H. Smith—I brought some
samples along just to show you some
of ghe varieties that are put on the
rket. As far as appearances go,
u will notice there 1s not very much

to sample it you will find a very great
difference. This is what we call a
No. 1 article (shows glass of honey)
and here is another sample from the
same combs where you would thihk it
was a different article altogether.
Now, I notice in the last issue of
“Gleanings” one of the writers advo-
cates a system that we have been
following, that of not putting any in-
ferior honey inte our No. 1, but to
sell it for what it is. Keep them sep-
arate and sell them for what they are.
Many, I believe, will extract honey
out of combs only half-capped and
mix it up with No. 1 and that only
produces a No. 2 article after all. So
try and have the quality right. Here
is another sample, and I may 'say it
is one of the main causes of destroy-
ing the confidence of people who buy
honey in stores. ‘This is a sample that
I picked up in a store, as you see it has
the name of the fom on it. I have
had that for three years. I just keep
it as a curiosity. Now, as I said, that
is one of the principal causes of dis-
satisfaction. ‘When you approach a
person to buy some honey they will
tell you that they bought some in the
store the oth'er day and they didn’t like
it, and I don't wonder at it if it is
like that. That is one of the causes
that thére is not a larger demand.
With regard to the statement that the
' Wholesale men could buy honey from
Jamaica at three.cents a pound, I
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don't believe they could get it for any

such price, -because they can get at the;
least that price for it there, and they peri
Jcouldn't lay it down here at much the
less than a cent a pound, and the duty ey
is two cents a pound, so you can sce fron
for yourself. With regard to the Brit Uke
ish market for honey, 1 was over there e
some two or three winters ago, and i
I made a number of enquiries as to the "a
possibility of putting honey on tht ¥ w
market and I found that the British- frou
ers were not educated to the use of grs|
honey except as a medicine, They will srad
buy these small quantities at a high- e
er price just to use as a medicine or ing
just occasionally, They don't use it o
as we do in Canada. Another reason e
why the market has failed there is moe
that while we have a grand market had
for our dairy products and animal pro- and
ducts, those things can be produced B,
here very much better than in many pling
other countries, but honey can be pro- best
duced in other countries. There is a ther
good deal shipped from Chili and Aus- ey
tralia and the West Indies, There is dne
a good deal of a lower grade honey busix
sold there, too, though at a much low- mf""
er price. DBut I think with the grow- edies
ing population and the growing mar- drug
ket in the west, if we improve the Now
quality we won't overstock the mar- [ Pelie
ket. I think the price of honey is i duein
lower than any other article in pro- on o
portion to its value now so it will pro- i ™ ¢
bably not go any lower in price. didn’|
The President—Mr. Deadman of jj & ar
Brussels will now open the discussionjll Vav.
on this paper. honey
Mr. Deadman---Mr. Chairman, Ladiesjl Woul¢
and Gentlemen,— Mr. Smith spoke injll be d¢
connection, with the disposal of honeyj €Xper
about the difficulty of living a longjl that,
way from the market, and I think thatjl of ho
is a difficulty with a great many. (8 tan e
we adopt the way of going around thefll Indee
country. and canvassing we find thalll this ;
the market I8 limited, although thof that
honey

farmers buy in farge quantities, whe:
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they buy. Sixty pounds to them is
perhaps no more than ten pounds in
the city. The bee-keepers in the coun-
try say that the customers who buy
from them usually buy in large quan-
tities. If we live near a city it is a
great advantage If we use it right. Mr.
Smith says that the best advertisement
is a good article, and 1 suppose it is.
If we put up a good article we needn’t
trouble about it much. If the custom-
ers get the idea that you put up a good
grade of honey, it is a good thing for
you. If it was a question of prevent-
ing swarming many of us could give
something from our experience, but
very few of us have had much experi-
ence in marketing honey. We have
had experience on one particular line
and not on another. I might say that
my first experience was in the sam-
pling line and I believe that is the
best way of disposing of honey or ra-
ther of working up a market for hon-
ey. That is the way the patent medi-
cine men adopt. I was in the drug
business, and during that time we dis-
posed of a great many of the rem-
edies in that way. 1 never knew a
drug to sell yet that ivasn't sampled.

Now sampling is a good thing, and I
believe it is the best way of intro-
ducing your honey. I did this only
on one occasion, and you might say
my experience is very limited, but I
didn't need it since. But if I had hon-
ey and wasn't working in a wholesale
way, and I wanted to dispose of that
honey I would go into a city and I
would sample in that ¢ity. This may
be done in different ways.
experience was with a lttle dish like
that. (Shows small dish). An ounce
of honey is enough for a sample. You
can estimate the cost, it is very little,
indeed. In sampling with a dish like
this you have to go back for it, and
that helps you to sell some of the
honey, But I would put a circular in

My own

with it with some explanation. Some
say you should bottle it and talk about
it. Itis a gobd plan to go with your
own honey. That is true. No one can
talk about your hone'y like yourself,
but as far as sampling is concerned it
would take too long to explain it. If
you leave a sample in the house, they
will sample it, and then they will read
your circular. The plan I adopted was
I went back again the next day. One
of the difficulties I found when leaving
the sample was that the lady was not
in and you could not talk to her. But
if you leave a sample it will do its
work some time.  Give them a little
time, because it is not advisable to
g0 back the same day. You can eas-
ily understand if you go to a housewife
she wouldn't care to invest without
consulting her husband. And that is
right. But you don’t want to leave it
too long. And then the way 1 diq,

and I think it was a very good plan,
was to leave cards all ready to fill

out: “Please send me so many pails

of honey,” so many five-pound pails
awl so many ten-pound pails, and all
they have go to do is to fill in the
name and the quantity. Or you can
deliver it right there if they want it.
If you want to sell honey to the trade
get them to put the name of their gro-
cer on that card. The only city I
sampled was the city of Winnipeg.
That might be an exceptional place,
but I have been told since that that
created a market there, The manager
of a large departmental store there
wrote me to go up and he would give
me an order.

In using a sample dish of that kind
you would want to go back the next
day. The first order may not pay you
financially, although it likely will if
you manage it right, but we suppose
that you will get other orders in the
future, and you certainly will. . One
mistake the bee-keepers make is, you
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don't put honey high enough. You
go to a house and offer honey at a
wholesale price. That is a mistake.
When you are selling honey that way
you want your retail price so that y u
will have a profit. If you sell to a
merchant you have to sell to him so
he can have a profit and so with the
1 spoke to a farmer friend
about selling honey and he wouldn't
give a cent reduction on the retall
price. If the retail price is ten cents
you should give it to the grocer, for

wholesaler.

for that in Toronto here. If you sold
that at a private house you would g«
ten cents for, it. In leaving a bottl
like that I would mark it as a ten-cex
sample of honey, and you tell the:
that you will call on a certain day an
take their order, and you leave yoi

cards or literature or blanks to fill ou'
and get your pay for the sample

they wish to keep the sample; if no:
you take the sample back. Now,

seems to me there isn't one house in
Toronto that wouldn't keep a sampl

elght cents, and the wholesaler the A.that would probably pay you for your
'

same.
Here is another sample bottle. It
would hold a quarter of a popnd.
that would not cost you more than
3% cents. If you leave that sample
in you should get an order for a ten-
pound pail from every second house
you leave it in, anyway, and the profit
would pay for that easily. The beauty
of that is, you put them up at home
and you carry them in a basket and put
them in as you go along. Now, in To-
ronto here you could single canvass a
lot, all the honey you would care to
deliver. With a bottle like this I would
recommend not going back as you did
with the dish, and if you leave your
name on that bottle it is a standing
advertisement for you. But if I left a
sample of_ that kind, I would leave a
blank postcard with my name and ad-
dress, and all they would have to do
would be to put a one-cent stamp on
it and have it filled out. Have your
other literature, but have it impressed
on them that you are going to deliver
on a certain day, and ask if they would
like a ten-pound pail. The orders you
would get if 'you only got one in five
would pay you eventually. One party
in Winnipeg. said to me, “I like the
way you do business; you keep up the
quality and don’'t reduce the price.”
' another bo (Shows.)
It retails

Here is
That is a ten-cent bottle.

trouble. You might work it that an)
person taking a ten-pound pail would
get their sample free. I just throw
these suggestions out. But in selling
honey. 1 think selling (mm sample is
the best way. Some -one mentioncd
about advertising. That is expensiv:
work. The local papers don't
much, but they don’t go far enough
and it doesn’'t reach the people like a
sample. In reaching people 1
know any way better than sampling
In the first place, we want a first-
class article, and in that way we get
our name up. There is one thing about
that education part, if we can only «ed-
ucate the people about the honey. In
all my tgavels I never met a man, un-
less he was a bee-keeper, that could
tell how clover honey differs. They
know that one man has bees and an-
other man has bees, and one man’

cost

don't

Lhoney is better than the other, but
they don’t understand how
honey itself differs. Once get them to
understand that there is a differcnce
in honey, the longer it is left in the
hives, and so on, and you will have
no difficulty in selling your hone)
Mr. J. W. Sparling—Mr. Presidenf
this marketing of honey is an old, old
subject. It is over 20 years ago now
since I first commenced to read the
American journals, and then they vere
looking’ forward to the time when it
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would be universally used; it was go-
ing to be cheap, and the people were
going to use it dally. ’fhat time will
never come from the very nature oOf
the article. Honey is a sweet, and,
like all sweets, it cloys on the appetite
and you get tired of it. It is not like
butter or cheese or beef. They don't
cloy on the taste like a sweet. If a
person has a sweet constantly before
them they are bound to tire of it
Every one does; and that is why I
say that honey, from Its very nature,
can never be an article of dally con-
sumption. Of course, the sale can be
worked up, and people will buy a little,
and then they will drop it for a while
and then take it up again; but you

can't keep people eating honey all the
time.

Mr. Gemmell—I would like to ask
Mr. Deadman with regard to ad\ulter-
ated honey in Manitoba, did you find
any trouble about Ontario honey,
about its being supposed to be adul-
terated? I understand there is an idea
among the Manitoba bee-keepers that
the Ontario honey is adulterated. They
say that tons and tons is being sent up
adulterated, and is being sold as adul-
terated. If I understand it right, it is
the Manitoba bee-keepers who are cir-
culating the report. A gentleman of
my acquaintance went into a couple
of stores there and told them he would
give $200 to any one who could find a
pound of honey from Ontario adulter-
ated. He thought it would be a good
idea if this Association would pass a
resolution setting forth that the re-
port was in ecirculation out there and
they wanted to give a denial to it, and
send it to the daily papers in Winni-
peg. Y

Mr. Chisholm—I market quite a
good deal of honey in the city of
Belleville, and my idea is to give your
customers a good quality, and I never
fall to get them to like it as a rule. I
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know I hold my honey up to ten cents
a pound for either five- or ten-pound
lots. For smaller lots I realize a little
bit more. Then, If I sell it whole-
sale to retailers, I give them a fair
reduction, but probably not as much as
I hear some people talking of. I give

them about ten per cent off. Then I

have no trouble in my retall work.

Speaking of the adulteration of
honey in Winnipeg, I may say I am
confldent, as far as I know, it is done.
I have a son out near Winnipeg, and
he would sometimes get honey from
the stores because he had been accus-
tomed to it at home, and when he got
it he would say, “That isn't like the
honey at home; there is something
wrong with it.” I am confident, as far
as my knowledge goes, that there is
tampering with it after it leaves the
honest bee-keeper.

Mr. Gemmell—Then you think it is
done in Manitoba? You don't think
it is done here by the merchants?

Mr. Chisholm—I don‘t know much
about the merchants here that sell it,
but I know men there that buy it by
the carload. $

Mr. Gemmell—Of course, there 1is
some adulterating being done, and it
is nothing but right for the Ontario
people to let them know. if they buy
it in the right places they will get it
all right. T have sent out some honey
to Manitoba, and my trade is increas-
ing all the time, and I get a good, re-
spectable price for it, and I am looking
forward to having all the work I can
do. I have some orders at the present
time that I cannot fill—ten-pound-pail
lots—just because they have got ac-
quainted with my way.

Mr. Darling—It may be that some of
those men who buy honey here take it
out and mix it. There must be a dif-
ference in it of some kind. We have
personal friends out there, and we

send them a few cans as a present




ey
sometimes, and sometimes an order
will come from some person whom
they mentioned it to. They will say,
“I would llke to get some of your
honey; we can't get any good honey
here.” 1 thought, perhaps, it was be-
cause they had a prejudice, but I know
that the same people who bought ours
buy again. It is not a constant thing,
but there is scarcely a year but I send
out some honey there. Just the other
day, I had a letter from Winnipeg ask-
ing for quotations for both honey and
wax, and I told them I had neither to
ship. There is something wrong, but
I think it is some one out there.

Mr. Smith—I believe that is §uite
possible, but, as I have sald several
_times, there are a great many bee-

" keepers who don't produce it as good

as they might, but they send off any-
thing they can get in the way of
honey. I was reading in the “Bee
Journal” where a man was advocating
taking it before it was capped at all,
to save so much labor. Now, that may
be feasible enough in a warm, dry cli-
mate like it is in California and Col-
orado, but it is quite impracticable in
thig country, but he advocated keeping
it in a ‘room where the temperature
would be 100 degrees. Now, beginners
might want to get quantities, an& even
if they didn't produce such a poor
quality as this, they don't take the
care they should with it, and they ship
it there, and people who happen to get
some of it say, “This is not like the
honey we got when we were down
Bast,” and they suppose it is adulter-
ated, where it might be only a poor
class of honey. I know where this
adulterated stuff is put on the market
they are on the lookout for these
things. The grocer doesn’t want to
sell a poor article if he can help it,
and‘if you think it is, go and get a
sample and get it analyzed; if those
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grogers are advised that it is wrong,

they don’'t give a second order. My adul
one great d}mculty is to produce a thin
supply to meet .the demand, and to and
get it good enough to keep it up to we 1
the standard, or we have to get it from that
others, and then sometimes at the bot- West
tom of the can it will be a very good that
sample and higher up in the can it ing 1
will be a different sample altogether. they
Mr. Sparling was speaking of honey we a
being sweet and people tiring of it and |
It may be so in some cases because sourc
people use it in a wrong way. We and |
went into it to produce it for our own tified
use, and we use it in the right way, Ontay
but T know of some people, when the the r
best honey comes in, they will take a Mr
large saucerful and try to eat it up :
at one meal, and they sicken them- T
selves for the whole season. That is P
one line of education that might be [ "¢
gone ,lnto. They ought to be taught “HIVI
that it is a concentrated article and
should be used in small quantities. Editos
Mr. Pickett—It seems to me that the
subject has resolved itself to this: Dea
That is, first produce a good article; Jj "hom
secondly, be honest yourself, and [J* "ath
thirdly, try and get a good sale for it. J§"*"
1 sold the last of mine to Winnipeg f§""°¢ ¢
people and got ten cents a pound for "¢ O
it. My opinion is this, We must first vith ¢t
produce a good article; second, have :’u::r:
an honest man to handle it, and be e
honest yourself, and, thirdly, try and wupplic
get it before the public with your ¢
name attached to It, so that they wil ff. ¥ *
know where to send for it when want- bt Fou
ed, and be as regular in your visits his 1oy

as possible, so as to supply thelr needs,
because many people do not wish to
buy large quantities. I brought my
last can to the station this morning to
go to Manitoba, at 9¢ for the honey,
or 10c for the honey and can included
I have never taken less than 9c &
pound for my honey since I started
producing. e

Mr. Holtermann—This question of ﬁ
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adulteration of honey in Manitoba. 1
think we should do something about it
and I would move the following: That
we notify the Department at Ottawa
that it has come to our notice that the
Western papers are circulating reports
that the Ontario bee-keepers are sell-
ing honey that is adulterated, and that
they send for samples of the honey, as
we are confident that it has been done,
and that we would like to find out.the
sources of such adulteration, if any.
and that the Winnipeg papers be no-
tified of the resolution passed by the
Ontario Bee-keepers’ Convention and
the results,

Mr, Gemmell—I second that motion.

The President put the motion, which
on & vote having been taken was de-
clared carried.

‘HIVE-MAKING EXPERIENCES OF
AN AMATEUR.”

Editor Canadian Bee Journal:

Dear Sir,—A ‘certaln young .fellow,
whom we will designate as “Amateur,”
i rather peculiar young fellow, by the
way, at least so people used to say,
once got the notion into his head that
he would like to keep bees, and so
with this object in view, he journeyed
to Brantford, to the Goold, Shapley &
Muir Co's establishment, and procured
4 colony of bees and a few necessary
supplies with which to handle said

, and he at once launched into the
bee-keeping business with all the ardor
f youth, an ardor only intensified by
his love for nature in all her varying
orms and moods, and after three sea-

s’ experience in the bee business
e finds 'his ardor undiminished, al-
hough he must confess that his bees
ave been very lirculy a fallure (fin-
nclally) due no doubt, in large meas-
re, to his inexperience and consequent

ngling methods. But though his

"4, brought him almost no returns

ncially, and although he has spent
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many times more money on his bees
than they have returned to him he ¢on-
siders that his money and time has
heen well spent, for “Amateur” is such
a peculiar fellow that he does pot con-
sider the gathering together of a few
dollars the chief end of man’'s exist-
ence. He does not consider himself
the servant of the “almighty dollar,”
rather does he consider the dollar a
very good servant of his, and if he
can by spending a few dollars increase
his own happiness,~and that of those
around him, if he can make himself
a little better, and stronger man, men-
tally I mean, by spending his money
he does not intend to hoard it up for
succeeding generations to quarrel over
or squander in riotous living. In short
he does not place so very great value
on the treasures laid up here below
where “moth and rust doth corrupt,
and where thieves break through and
steal,” but if he can in the few years
of this life lay up treasures “where
moth and rust doth not corrupt, and
where thieves do not break through
nor steal,” he will consider himself
rich indeed, .even though he may be
living in abject poverty as regards this
world's goods. N

So, with this introduction, we will
proceed to the consideration of our
subject, “Hive-making Experiences.”
As we have saild, “Amateur’s” bees
have not been a very profitable invest-
ment, financially, so far, but for all
that, he is laying plans for still greater
expansion in the future, and while he
has eight colonies of bees in winter
quarters now,, and who knows whether
there will be any by spring or not, is
even now busily engaged, in his
spare time in making preparation for
considerable increase next season.

But to give a little more of “Ama-
teur's” character. He is not only a
lover of ptum but he is onq‘ot those
fellows who enjoy “Makin’ things,” he

o
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enjoys working with tools and machin-
ery. For a few years he rode uﬂ"blke."
a second-hand “ice-wagon,”” by the
way, and a little over a year ago get-
ting tired repairing his old “bike” for
road work, he fixed it up in a different
way and set it up in the shop where
all the tinkering around /the farm is
done, and Invested a little money in a
small circular saw and pulled an old
mower to pleces and secured a shaft
and bearings from it and connected
the “bike” and saw together and pro-
ceeded to go wheeling in winter time,
but he found it too much like pedalling
uphill to get down to any real hive-
making with his “bike,” so this winter
he took the saw and fixed it into an-
other frame and hitched the horse-
power to it. A horse-power, by the
way, big enough and strong enough to
run a threshing machigk, and investing
$12.66 in lumber he proceeded in earn-
est to make bee-hives. After a little
trouble at first in getting his saw to
work right, due again to his inexperi-
ence he finally got it to running in
good shap€ and got “onto the hang of
the thing’ himself, and—say, but didn't
he make the sawdust fly! He enjoyed
seeing that saw go ripping through
those boards almost as much as he
used to enjoy watching his bees bus-
ily at work, on some balmy day in
June, or taking a look through his
hives, and-—and-—perchance having a
bee sit down on him rather solid some-
times.

However, after considerable manipu-
lation of that saw and that lumber, he
finally got that lumber cut into shape
to make twenty hive bodles, with
thirty-three l'uperl. (he hadn’'t enough

lumber to make two supers each) with '

frames, hand-holes, grooves, and all
the other fringes, almost as good as
he could have secured them from the
bee-factory. Of course, they were not

quite as smoothly and elegantly finish-

ed as a factory-made hive, and yet
when he gets some of them nailed to-
gether he finds they will compare very
favorably with the factory-made hives
—even with respect to their finished
appearance, and they haven't cost him
one-half what the same nymber of
factory-made hives would have cost.

So the result of “Amateur’s experi-
ence in hive-making” is that he is
more firmly convinced than ever that it
pays the bee-keeper to make his own
hives, more particularly if he is not
particularly busy in winter, and can
thereby very largely leave out of the
calculation the price of labor. In pass-
ing, “Amateur” would like to express
the opinion that if, as he says, those
hives Allan Latham describés in a re-
cent number of the “American Bee
Journal” cost him fifty cents each, he
pays pretty dearly for such cheap
makeshift pretences of hives as he de-
scribes. “Amateur” considers it much
better economy to go to the saw-mill
and get some good lumber and make
some good hives, than to spend as
much money on a make-shift box that
cannot, as he thinks, be anything but a
source of trouble and annoyance.

So lest “ye editor”/ may not find
space for these rambling thoughts, and
lest if he should “ye readers” may not
have patience to wander through them
all “Amateur” will close this already
too lengthy epistle, and subscribe him-
self,

J. D. TAYLOR,

Galt, Ont.

SIMCOE COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
The Simcoe County Bee-keepers’ As
soclation will meet in Barrie on BEaste
Saturday, April 14th, 1906. A good
program will be furnished, and al
members and others Interested are in
vited to attend.
James Martin, Denis Nolan,
President. :




SHORT-CUTS IN BEE-KEEPING.
Paper read at the U. 8. National Bee-
Keepers’ Convention, Chicago.
(By M. A. Gill, Longmount, Col.)
1n practising the short-cuts in bee-
keeping the first thing to commence
upor: ig yourself. Don't go into the
pattle and find that you are out of in-
formation and ammunition; be pre-
pared and then don't Wworry. It is a
fact, perhaps, that no class of men
worry so much about the weather as
do bee-men. Who was it that said,

As a rule, man's a fool;
When it's hot, he wants it cool;
When it's cool he wants it hot;

Always wanting what is not,
80, as a rule, man's a fool .

Remember that the sun is everlast-
ng. and that the clouds are only tem-
orary, and that it is best to turn them
ong side out occasionally; so you
n see the silver lining; and when you
hnnot count your profits, count your
her blessings, That was the only way
could get any comfort this season
ler, T figured up that my sales had
en $400 and my expenses $1,500.
In giving my ldeas of the “Short-
ts in Bee-keeping,” I shall give them
om my own viewpoint, that of work-
¢ for comb honey, not with a hun-
4 colonies, but with more than one
ougand, in a climate such as is found
y in the arid west.
If you intend to keep bees on a large
e, establish a large home apiary
d have ample shop and warehouse
where all work is done and sup-
kept for the out-yards. Don't
il a lot of useless honey houses at
out-yargd, but get the habit of
ng your with a good sheet,
h is always bee-tight if properly

ich valuable time is lost by tak-
all supplies from the wagon to a
v house, then out to the bees, and
taking honey from the bees to o
' house, to be .salnm moved in a
't time to the wagon, Better take
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your honey right to the wagon, keeping
it perfectly bee-tight (if conditons re-
quire it), thus there is only one ex-
posure to the bees. By this plan your

lcad is ready to go home when you
are.

If you intend to keep beea on a large
scale, don't turn inventor and don't
adopt every new-fangled hive 'that
comes along. I know there are many
inventors who claim that if their par-
ticular fussy plans were adopted uni-
versally bee-keeping would be revolu-
tionized. "

In my opinion, the poorest hives are
of recent invention, and the best prac-
tical hive ever invented was that by
Father Langstroth b0 years ago, and
“Glory be to his-name.” Yes, the sim-
ple Langstroth hive, with Hoffman
frameg and the more modern supers
are good enough. Whatever you use,
have a complete uniformity of fixtures.

When it comes to the management
of bees in all climates where they may
be wintered out of doors, have your
wirter loss the previous autumn. This
can be done by killing poor queens and
doubling up until every hive has a vig-
orous queen, a hive full of young bees

and full of honey. Then in the spring,
if conditions are normal, the bees will
lead you along at a merry clip to keep
up with your work, instead of your
cortinually fussing with them to get
them ready for their work.

In supering the bees there are three
in my erew. One wheels the supers
from the wagon, another puts them on
the hives and the third man follows
with a spirit level and a grape basket
full of little wedges (that have been

previously prepared), and properly lev-
els each hive.

.

In the care and management of
swarming is whera every bee-keeper
is put to his wits’ ends to be equal to
al! emergencies. No two seasons are
exactly alike, and any system must be
yarigd to meet ocontingencies, !
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In locations where the last half of

July and all of August have a sufli-

clent flow to store surplus it is safe
to shake a whole aplary from May 26
to June 10 (vary the time as condi-
tions vary), making, perhaps, from 75
to 100 per cent increase, and seeing to
it that all increase have a young lay-
Ing queen as soon ag possible.

You may expect such an apiary in
such a locality to come up to the close
of the season with as much surplus
honey as though there had been no
increase, and you have the increase,
and, besides, the plan will enable you
to place such yards “hors de combatl”
through the swarming season and en-
able you to give your entire attention
to yards where the main flow of honey

is earlier. Where you wish to control

swarming, or increase rather, this can
be done completely by the so-called
shook swn.rmlng method. With me,
shook awa.rminx is the most feasible
route T hawve found to the absolute con-
tro! of increase. Any plan that re-
quires any subsequent fussing with is
not practicable with the man who is
caring for hundreds of  colonies and
running on schedule time and visiting
every colony every six days. I think
many who have tried shook swarming
and have condemned the plan have
mistaken superseding for swarming in
gcme cases, and in such a case it will
always fail. It ig surprisiny some-
times what a large percentage is found
superseding during the months of
June, July and August, where the go-
as- you-please plan is followed with re-
gard fo aueens.

1 am not going to try to cover the
gronnd under the title “Short-cuts in
Bee-keeping,” for I belleve that the
most satisfactory and effective work
in Lee conventions comes from the
batteries that are always trained upon
the question box.

In recapitulation, 1 will say that pre-
paredness, alertness and a complete
mind-picture, ag it were, of all condi-
tions in each aplary, this, together
with uniformity of fixtures and a com-
pleta knowledge of your fleld and {ts
flora, constitute the short-cuts in bee-
keeping, and all this means work,
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS

Q—How would you judge my cellar
be for wintering bees? Temperat
very even, between 35 and 40 most
the time; never goes above 46 orib
low freezing point. Cistern (large) i
cellar, open at top and in constant u
Cement floor—E A. C., Colpoys B
Ont,

Answer.—Bees should winter fal
well in a cellar of the above desc
tion if it is dry and dark, but I woy
prefer a cellar that would maintain
average temperature of at least f
degrees higher. While a drop in
temperature to the freezing point i
not do much harm if it does not las
long, we have found that a range
from 40 degrees to 50 degrees ga¥
the best reesults. The open cisten
in the cellar would help to egq
the temperature, but should be cov:
in some way to keep the bou P
dropping into it. '

Q—Would you be kind enough to
‘me the best method -of keeping d
swarming and not interfere
honey-gathering. My bees lvn.rm
rapidly. They always comm
May, sometimes on the lSth—C‘
Glen Major, Ont,

Answer.—It is a good sign when §
colonies in normal condition are res
to swarm in May. If the honey f
is good, or the hive small, they
become crowded, and preparations §
swarming are commenced by sta
queen-cells, :

Swarming may be controlled in ¥
rious ways. There are few apias
in which all the colonies will be up:
their full strength in May, and
before they are filled up a frame
brood may be taken from the strof
est and given to the next weaker,
the vacancy filled up with an
comb. This may be repdated
week or ten days if the weath
favorable. When all the hives are |
ed, a super or upper storey,
frames filled with comb, may be

The best non-swarming hive i
is the 10-frame or 12-frame L&
stroth, and if a super be given
before they commence to build qu
cells they will rarely swarm
the honey season, and the bees |
working all the time, with co
ing profit. -

8t. Thomas, Ont’
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