
CIHM
Microfiche
Series
(Monographs)

ICIVIH

Collection de
microfiches
(monographles)

Canadian Iratituta for Historical Microraproduetions / Institut Canadian da mieroraproduetions historiquas



Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best originai

copy e. jilable for filming. Features of this copy which
nr»y be bibliographically unique, which may alter any of

the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming are

checked below.

Coloured covers /

Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged /

Couverture endommagte

Covers restored and/or laminated /

Couverture restaur^e et/ou pellicula

Cover title missing / Le titre de couverture manque

I

Coloured maps / Cartes gdographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black) /

Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

I I

Coloured plates and/or illustrattons /

D
D
n

n

D

Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material /

Relid avec d'autres documents

Only editton available /

Seule Mitior disponible

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion atong

interior margin / La reliure serrde peut causer de
I'ombre ou de la distorsion le long de la marge
int^rieure.

Blank leaves added during restorattons may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have been
omitted from filming / II se peut que certaines pages
blanches ajouttes lors d'une restauration

apparaissent dans le texte, mais, lorsque cela Atait

possible, ces pages n'ont pasM filmAes.

Addittonal comnwnts /

Commentalres suppMmentaires:

L'Institut a microfilm^ le meilleur exempiaire qu'il lui a
6t6 possible de se procurer. Les details de cet exem-
piaire qui sont peut-dtre uniques du point de vue bibli-

ographique, qui peuvent nKXIifier une image reproduite,

ou qui peuvent exiger une modifk»tion dans la m^tho-
de normale de filmage sont indk^ute ci-dessous.

I I

Cotoured pages / Pages de couleur

I I

Pages damaged / Pages endommagdes

D Pages restored and/or laminated /

Pages restaurtes et/ou pelltouldes

r~> Pages discotoured, stained or foxed /

I—I Pages dteolortes, tachettes ou pkjutes

I I

Pages detached / Pages ddtachtes

\y\ Showthrough/ Transparence

I I

Quality of print varies /

n

n

Quality inhale de I'impresston

Includes supplementary material /

Comprend du mct^riel suppl^mentaire

Pages wholly or partially obscured by en'ata slips,

tissues, etc., have been refilmed to ensure the best

possible image / Les pages totalement ou
partietlenrient obscurcies par un feuiliet d'errata, une
pelure, etc., ontM filmtes k nouveau de fa^on k
obtenir la meilleure image possible.

Opposing pages with varying colouration ur

discotourattons are filmed twice to ensure the best

possible image / Les pages s'opposant ayant des
colorations variables ou des dteolorations sont

film^es deux fois afin d'obtenir la meilleure image
possible.

lOx 14x ItR 22x StK SOx

/
lax 1«x 20x UK ain Uk



Th« copy fllmtd h«r« has b—n rapreducsd thanks

to th« generosity of:

Brltfsh Columbia Archives and Records

Service.

Tho Imogos sppssring hors ars tha bast quality

possibia eonstdaring tha condition and legibility

of tha oHginal copy and in kaaping with tha

filming contract spaeifications.

Original capias in printed paper cove?« ere filmed

beginning with the front cover end ending on

the last pege with a printed or illustreted impree-

sion. or the beck cover when eppropriete. All

other originel copies are filmed beginning on the

first pege whh a printed or illustreted impres-

sion. and ending on the lost pege with e printed

or illustreted impression.

The last recorded frame on eech •"•«'•*•«*)•

shell contain the symbol- *'"••"'"•
"SS.m

TINUIO"). or the symbol (meaning fno i.

whichever applies.

Maps, plates, charts, etc.. may be filmed et

different reduction ratios. Those too lerge to be

antirely included in one exposure ere fiima^

beginning in the upper left hend comer, left to

right end top to bottom, es meny fromes ss

required. The following diagrams Illustrate the

method:

L'exemplaire film* fut reproduit grica * la

gtnerositi da:

British Columbia Archives and Records

Service.

Las images suivsntes ont it* reproduites avsc la

plus grand soin, eompte tenu do la condition at

da la nattet* da rexempleire film*, et an

conformit* evec les conditions du contrst da

fllmege.

Les exemplaires origineux dont le couverturo an

papier est imprimOa sent film*s en commancant
par le premier plot et en terminant soit par la

darni*ra page qui comports una amprainte

d'impression ou d'illustrstion, soit par la second

plat, salon le cas. Tous les autres exemplaires

origineux sent fiimOs en commencant par la

pramiAro page qui comporte une empreinte

d'impression ou d'illustretion et en terminant par

la derni*re pege qui comporte une telle

empreinte.

Un des symboles suivants spparaltra sur la

derni*re imege do r'leque microfiche, selon le

cas: le symbole -^> signifie "A SUIVRE". le

symbols signifie "FIN ".

Les certes. plenches. tableaux, etc.. peuvent *trs

film*s * des taux da r*duction diff*rents.

Lorsque le document est trop grend pour *tre

reproduit en un soul clich*. il est film* « partir

de Tangle sup*rieur gauche, de geuehe * droits.

et de haut en bes, en prenent le nombre

d'imeges n*cesseire. Les diegrammes suivsnts

illustrent la m*thode.

1 2 3

1 2 3

4 5 6



MKMCOPy RtSOWTION TBT CHART

(ANSI and ISO TEST CHART No. 2)

Itt

1^ 1^
1^ 2.2

f'4

1^
I'. 1^ 1

12.0

11-25 MU 1.6

A /APPLIED IIVHGE Ir

teS3 Cait Moin SThI
RochMttf "-- Yorfc 14609 USA
(Jif) ' T-Phon«
(?I6) » l-foi









BRITISH
COLUMBIA

)'

I

-
^
)FnaAL BULLETIN N?24
UBLISHFD BY AUTHORITY Of THE
.EGISLATIVF ASSEMBLY®®!®







I

X

tg

9

S ii

< i
in

e

0

e
a





BUREAU OF PROVINCIAL INFORMATION.

BULLETIN No. 24.

ALBEMI BISTKICT, BRITISH COLUMBIA,

IIV

—

HERBERT CARMICHAEL,
AsdntaiU Mimratoijiiit.

IM MVIHIKICIftcr
IKMMnwc ar>mn cauMM

I'HISTKIt HV
AtTUiUtiri or THE I.KUISLATttK AHHKMHt.r.

„ , . ,
VKTOUIA, II. C

PHiiti'il
1.J RiciuKii Wi.umMiitv, I.N.O., v.l>., I'riiitur

liiii.'<.

to the Kliiir'i Mml F.scellont M»Jn.l\

^k\



Ni4

C.3

HA. h'^H'Jk^ diif.



O'Y'



V

-







»--





mmy





Citpfiihi tlir h'onoiirahlv /,'. (;, Tuflnii;
Mhihtvr nf I'hiaiirv ,nul Aijrk-ultun;

Vivtoiiu, li.C.

It is deemed advisal.le to publish this Unlletin in order to s-itisfv

:;:;;:n;;'T.=r':r:;"„s'SH;rj:;';"';
^^•'-^'"'

N|,««,,,K, «„„.„,. c „„„, ,„ .,„.„„ ,„ „,„„ ,„,„;v'j,;!;;;';;;;:' ,t

1 have the Jioiiour to he.

Sir.

Your olH'dieiit serviiiit.

,,,• „
FIJANK I. CLAK'KI-;.

1"'".'/ srrrrtan, H,na,„ nf Pnni.u-i,,! Infonnutlu,,.

1 iiturhi, Ii.(\, Fvhntuiii. VM)S.













ALBERNI DISTRICT. BRITISH COLaMBIA.

T"un^oTAr^
Provincial Information, realising that the opening

such action this Bulletin^as nowten prepar^^^^^
""' ' "'"^* °^

VANCOUVER ISLAND.

Br];rrc"o^^Jbt"^^^^^^^^^ -board of

channel. The gewral direction °^^ ^V a narrow

south-east; it ifasTLtsC by an%v ral of "°"'r'^ *"'
There are no great stretcL, nf i ,

,*''*/ &* °^ ^o miles wide.

being mountains annflevs with a . '

.
'

•

^'"""' '^^'"^'^

the backbone. ^ ' "'' * «*"*"' "«'" "dge forming

by the fury 2^^ S,e Pacific q'J'":' T'" '''' '^''' ""*' '^''^ed

long arms or fiorL nenetr^trn "h .

"^ '"* "P ^^ « """ber of

peculiarity it is ast'oSI? o^ft
?P[^ '"*° ^'^^ '^"^- F^°'n this

280 milesVng the colst Hne of ^i:'*
'*'"*• ^''"'^ ^'^'^ '"'^^^ » °nly

..300 miles, efdustve of uLn^s
""*"" ''"^'^ '^^ " '*"«*'^ °^

velse-MTm^ :;Undir;:t":ia;rSf:re^
^'^^

^"f"* ^-"^^'^
opening up of the island

^ "* ^ ^'"* ^"t^"" '" the

tain'rtTe.' vif 'ot'tsl^lfT "/"''"J*
^'^^^^^'^ ^'^^ --" -oun-

CanalaUtle outhoftTen^^^^^^^^
''°"^' ^"^ ^^'^ Alberni

inlet nearly cuts the island nlo ^^."^°"^r
^''^"^- ^he latter

eastern shore. The town and "'
''"."ir^^.'*

'"*'" ^^°'" the
head of this stretch of water """^ '^'^""' " '•*"'»t«d « the
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ISt^lT'^y 1%^-^^: tHat this inlet was known to

charts and called A^h^.ll'^:
'^^mZ^^il^"^^ °" ''''"

Spaniards left Nootka nothing ;« u
^"'"^*- ^rom the time the

the whole of the wes? coast of V.nf**
°^ ^,^^*™'' °^' >" ^act. of

tively recent yearr
Vancouver Island until compara-

Messrs. Anderson. Anderson * r^ r t ,

besides their business of shfo own ' f London, England,

interest in a ship buTdint and I" ^"
•

^'^'P'^'^okers. had an
Rotherhithe. oX^SurL^L^^:^^^^^^^ ^^'^^^^^ yard at

1855 it was brought to t"e notL o thi' fi "**u
^\°"* '^'^ ^^^

Vancouver Island large tractfof for *.. i"
^^^t there were in

pine and other valuaWe timber sutX ^"'^ <=°"taining Douglas
for general ship-build^g purposed l^^^^^^^

-"^ spars and
agent. Captain Stamp to Vancm^vtV t 1 i ^^^^ ^*'"* °"t their

as the most suitabKace to 'r-t - ^^^"^\?r^
^"^ '*^"t«d Alberni

of the great wealth% tt^hlr If- ^f^""''"' «<>* only on account
c, uld b"e ship::fto LeSn^^'a^St^

"^" °' ^''^ ^^« ^'^^ -^-'^ ^^

i
ernmemTthI Pro^Wn^J^- SThe""- ''T ^'^ ^^^ ^^ ^'^^ ^ov-
and •• Meg MerriL" "rtak^tver froml7T'^ " ?'°°'*P«'^"

"

had been granted to the Anderson, in
*^%^"^'a"s the land which

ing a sawSnill and openingtpX'S^^^^^^^ °' ^"'^^^ ''"'^^-

the Indians was satisfactorilv arSnJtn ^ J * negotiation with
siderable capacity was buHt Z7^ ^ '^'^"'"'" °^ ^•^'"^ *=°"-

lumber were shipped to au .a^f, 'V^^''
°* ^P^rs. masts, and

became a large aS important^ one 1 T ^°'^^' '^^^ »»"^i"««

years until th'e mill wTsTurnt down which'^wr1""^ '°^ ^°"^^
in trade occurring shortly afterwarHc ^ *° * depression

operations of the Company wlreTor so'r? "'l^" «-»'""*• The
Sproat referred to who iWn ln« ^T*=4"?? >" charge of the Mr.
written a book on The IndTans* "f "he"w 'f^ ''°^"'"^^^' ^^-"^

(island.
xnaians of the west coast of Vancouver

|wa^s^n^*o'ut"aIldTor"Tf°" ' ^T" ^*^""^^' " ^he Thames."
Alberni and vtctr^^ril Ho^\h7ct^^^^^^^^ •^T""jand down the canal

t-ompany s vessels up

»o survey , p„r,i„„ „(,.'?,:„/ .
'^"'' "" A"'i'"Ons decided
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into one company. This was done, and the Albemi Land Com-
pany, Limited, was licensed under the laws of British Columbia in

the year 1906.

In view of its large undertakings in Albemi, the Esquimalt &
Nanaimo Railway Company has acquired a substantial interest in

the Alberni Land Company, thus giving the railroad access to a

splendid deep water ocean harbour. The operations of this Com-
pany will, in the future, be largely controlled by the railway com-
pany, which will push the development of the town with the vigour

tnat has characterised its actions in the past.

DESCRIPTIVE.

Captain Vancouver, referring to Alberni, has written in his

journal, 1793:

—

To describe the beauties of this region will, on some future occa-

sion, be a very grateful task to the pen of the skilful panegyrist.

The serenity of the climate, the innumerable pleasing landscapes,

and the abundant fertility that unassisted nature puts forth require

only to be enriched by the industry of man with villages, mansions,

cottages and other buildings to render it the most lovely country

that can be imagined, while the labours of the inhabitants would be

amply rewarded in the bounties which nature seems ready to bestow
on civilisation.

The Alberni Valley is 25 miles long by five broad, extending in a

north-westerly direction. To the east it is guarded by the Beaufort

range of hills, while to the west it is bounded by a sea of yet un-

named mountains. It partly includes two large lakes, and is well

watered by numerous rivers and streiins.

The townsite of Alberni has a most happy situation. It rises wi :u

a gentle slope back from a spacious harbour, a mile wide by a

mile and a half long, with good anchorage, free from dangers and
reached by a deep fiord from the ocean, called the Alberni Canal.

Referring to this inlet, the Admiralty sailing directions give the

following description :

—

" Alberni Canal runs in a northerly direction for 22 miles, with

a breadth varying from two cables to one mile, and terminates in

a fine spacious anchorge at its head. The shores on either side are

rocky and rugged, rising abruptly from the sea to mountains, 2.000

and 3,000 feet high. At the head, however, the land becomes low
and fertile, a large extent being fit for cultivation. The depths to

within one mile of the head vary from 160 to 40 fathoms, and the

shores of the inlet are everywhere free from danger."
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With regard to the approach from the sea, Captain Walbran,
lately m command of the Dominion Government lighthouse and
revenue^ vessel "Quadra." writes with authority in the following

" Victoria, B.C.,

.. T t A ,L . ^ " ^4th November, 1007.
I know Albernt Canal and the new townsite on Stamp Harbour

extremely well, hav-r >, n^ade a survey of the harbour in 1892. as

VZZl T I
'

i!f""
'' ''"' ^'^^'•^l^y <=hart, 'Clayoquot and

Barkley Sounds, No 584. on ^hich the plan of my survey isshown.
^
Comma, dev Bowman. R.N.. (N.) of the flagship 'Royal

Arthur, used my ran when anchoring there with the flagship, and

/frrK* "''°™**^ "* "= '°""*^ *h* Pl"" "«* satisfactory,
and the harbour an excellent one.

^
," ^u^*" ^ ""* '" "y '"'''*y °^ **** harbour I also showed on the

plan the new townsite of Alberni, and the Admiralty had it placedon the chart, as you will see. This was entirely done on my own
initiative, as there were no signs of a town there in 189a, only thewharf and the ruins of the old saw-mill. I have always thoughtmost highly of Alberni (Stamp Harbour) as an ocean port. Thewaterway from the ocean, entering at Cape Beale, being clear of
all danger for the largest vessels, even such as the Lusitania. The
landfall is excellent, there being no off-lying dangers in the track

\t^'!^rS' '"M^' '^^^ *"^ ^«*"» °^ Alberni Canal are both

L^?lm.r„ "• 1*''""^''°"*' ^'**' ^"y ^"P ^-*"- As an ocean

|F?anc1«o
'*""''"* ""^ favourably with Portland and San

UnJZT'Hf K"^ i°"*^
"^"^ "P * ''^*^* "^*''' *he Columbia, at the

L.Th. A '** '! ' "^^ dangerous bar. with ever-shiftinghands, which cause the navigable channel to be constantly chane^ing. and. therefore, though most carefully buoyed by "he Sd
pcne: .ed pilots. Records show that many vessels have been loston the bar of the Columbia, with great loss of life One of thereasons many years ago. for the change of the headquarters of he

?orfv.nc
"^ ^°"P"::^ ?• ''''" '^"P---*- merchJnf sSJs fromFort Vancouver on the Columbia to Nisqually. in Puget Sound

IrCormVil;.'
""' ''"""• ^'^^^ ve.sel.'met''with on'ttt" of

Itn tS*"/*"!"""**
**• "** dangerous bar to cross, but the entranceto the harbour is contracted, subject to strong tides and i. au!subject to extremely frequent and dense fogs.

*'"

J Therefore, from my intimate knowledge of this coast havm*joeen in command of the C.G.S. "Quadra"" for many y^ir.:;!
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having entered Barkley Sound under all conditions of weather, I
can state with confidence that Alberni Harbour as an ocean port is
an extremely safe one for all classes of vessels.

_ , „ .

"
J. T. WALBRAN."

1 he following reference is also made to Alberni by Commander
R. C. Mayne, R.N., in 1862 :—

" The Alberni Mills possess several advantages over similar rival
undertakings in Puget Sound, which are now beginning to be
appreciated by merchants, and still more by the mastei :-, of ships
One of the chief of these lies in accessibility, for Alberni, bein-^
situated on the outside coast of the island, the navigator avoids all
.he journey in and out of the Straits of Juan de Fuca and Admiralty
inlet, which occupies ordinarily a week, so that a vessel bound to
Alberni, making Cape Flattery at the same time with one bound
for Puget Sound, would be half-loaded by the time the oth-r
reached its destination. Again, when loaded, the tug takes him to
the entrance of Barkley Sound, where he can wait for a fair wind
while the o.ner, m consequence of the more prevalent winds blow-
ing into the Strait, has to beat for two or three days to get outside
xn winter this is by no means a desirable spot to beat about in for
the squalls from the Olympian Mountains are sudden and heavy
and fogs come on very rapidly."
The Esquimau & Nanaimo Railway Company, which is con-

trolled by the Canadian Pacific Railway, has announced its inten-
tion of extending its line of railway from Wellington, their present
northern terminus, to Alberni, and forming a connecting link with
Vancouver by a car-ferry of large size.
Tenders for ck.ring the entire " right of way " and for a large

portion of the grading have been let, and it is expected that themam line will be completed in less than two years. No effort hasbeen spared to make this line as efficient as possible by lessening,
the curves and cutting down the grade.

"

With railway connection to the East Coast, Alberni occupies aunique position as a distribuf^g point for the entire West CoastWith the exception of Qua.:.no, Alberni seems the only pointwhere ,t is commercially feasible to build a line of railroad to the
Pacific seaboard of the island. Everywhere else a range of moun-
tains make a reasonable grade impossible, and Alberni. occupyinea central position is able to distribute and collect freight both tothe north and to the south.

TIMBER.

..nT!;%*''"!u"
and smaller valleys leading into the main valley areclothed with a wealth of the finest timber in British Columbia, yel
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luntouched by the axe of the lumbermen. Douglas fir forms by far
t le largest percentage of the timber, together with th^so cLedhemlock and small bunches of white pine. There is more of th.

SoundTr"
'"* *''" " *'^ ^^"^^^ °" '»>« coalt'^^owaXBa kL;Sound fir gives way to spruce, hemlock and cedar.

^
I The railway company has leased mill-sites and agreed to provide
I ermmal facihties which will insure a very large output of t'mberIfor many years to come. The product cai be fhipped by th^rghjcars to the North-West. or by water to the markets of the wor?A

AGRICULTURE.

The lumber industry will stimulate agriculture in the district bvproviding a large home market for farm produce, and as the land

Thas languished in the past, owing to the lack of communfcction"r.home market. Soon it will have both of these defectsT.memedThe SOI IS generally a red loam underlain with gra^ei anTsJ^idveil suited to fruit growing. As far as noted, clay was not muchIn evidence, though it occurs in the valley. The average d^oTh ofUl IS about 18 inches on the higher ground, and Tnlsofated Saceskhe gravel subsoil comes near the top with only a few inches of soUtoward Comox there are a number of marshes and c^anberrtkwamps which can be comparatively easily drained lid got unTer

fcts washtd do"'f • *'l"^"^^
'^^ ^"" --h enShedtDeposits washed down from the mountains.

I The following analyses were made from the average light redoam and from the dark coloured soil •_
average iignt red

AiialvHts Miide dii tlie Dry Sumpk.

I

Light FUil Ivnini. I )Hrk-ri (loured Soil.
liONs on Ignition 117 7 i n > »
Itisolubln mineral mutter. ....""" roD-v la ', i
Mairnesia nv." '= '•"•-/litKnesim

Lime . . .

Iron oxide

Alumina. .

Tracp

1.05
<>

. 2

9 ]

Fliosphoric acid
"

'

q (j

i'otftsh q'
J

Nitrogen ....... Q <>o

Tract".

1 . 22
5.7
11.8

0.3
0.2
0.4(i

30d,

The analyses show these soils to be well supplied with pUnt

CLIMATE.

hlm'l^!nJ:.f^^\r^^''' **"^y *° "8'« ^'"*" frosts. Theamfall taken up the valley gave a record of 8o inches, but it was
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noted during the summer that it was often raining up the valley,
whilst it was quite fine lower down, so that 50 inches would prob-
ably be a fairer average, most of the rain falls during the winter

:

months giving ample sunshine and good growing weather, as
shown by the tomatoes, peaches, and grapes which readily ripen in

Alberni.

An atmospheric phenomenon occurs every day with great regu-
larity during the fine summer weather. At eleven a.m. of every
day of bright sunshine the valley begins to heat up, and the hot air

rising causes a partial vacuum. To fill this vacuum cool air rushes
in up the canal from the ocean, causing a strong breeze up the
canal and a pleasant wind in the valley. Towards six p.m. the land
has cooled, the breeze ceases and calm prevails, which is not dis-

turbed until the following day.

BAROGRAPH RECORD.

It is interesting to note these atmospheric changes of pressure, as

recorded by a barograph, a portion of a week's record being shown
on the adjoining page. As will be seen, the line starts falling about
eleven a.m. and falls till five or six p.m., when it starts rising again
during the night ano early morning of the next day, and does this

with unfailing regularity.

SCENERY.

Alberni district is one of the prettiest portions of Vancouver
Island, more especially so in the diversified nature of the scenery.
Through the valley flows the largest river on the island, the

Somass Taking its rise in two fine lakes, it tumbles over in grand
waterfalls and dashing cascades, and rushing through a dark rock-
bound canyon with walls of basalt 100 feet high, merges lower
down in a broad and tranquil river. The lower portion of the
river shows nature in her more tranquil moods, affording many a

typical pastoral scene, while to the north and west we have her in

her rugged phases, with the snow-capped mountain and the blue
glacier.

Great Central Lake has steep slopes rising abruptly to high
mountains with a prominent peak on the northern shore, well-
named Thunder Mountain. It is the favourite theatre of natures

i

electrical displays; its black top, covered with a still blacker cloud,
flashing lightning, followed by thunder claps which reverberate!
from across the lake and back again till they die away in a longf
low growl.



Tatei



ill









14

Thunder Mountain, Great Central Lake.

SPROAT LAKE.

Sproat Lake presents a more peaceful scene. This beautiful lake!
may well be called the Lucerne of Vancouver Island—it resemblesj
the Swiss lake in many ways.

*

The great majority of the lakes in British Columbia occupy del
pressions or excavations in a single line of valley. This is not thej
case with Sproat Lake, which branches from a central point, send-Img out four arms, like a star-fish, occupying four distinct valleysl
exactly as does Lake Lucerne ; portions of the latter lake are in four!
cantons, while Sproat Lake is partly in Clayoquot and partly in)
Alberm Districts. The western arms are bounded by rocky and]
often precipitous shores, rising up to high mountains on which tht'
snow stays till late in summer. Some of them are purple with

'

heather towards their summits, whilst others are red with the rust
of decomposing mineral. The eastern branch of the lake has shores
which rise at a gentle slope with a shingle or sandy beach, and i«

an Ideal spot for summer homes for the residents of Vancouver or
Victoria. Here, too, is a dark rock on which are some old and
weird Indian carvings. In passing them the Siwash stills hi.!;
paddle and makes the canoe glide silently past this mysterious spotH
where he doubts not a spirit lurks with evil intent.
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.iU.in five hours oU^touTeJtvfc^^^^^^^^^ ^"^ '^^^"^ '*

kheet of water appeared as fmfr/nr^^"^ '^1°''^^ '^"^ *««»' this

fo which the fleecy "tnin"jr JL^'^'"^
^'^^ ^^'^ *>'"' behind,

{harm of the scenery S Tu- a^"^'^
^''°'^" «'*'"«"* t° the

[he falls as the lake f^unlt^,ettfse°r"s o^^^^ v" *'* ^°" °^

|he Somass River below.
°' dashing cascades to

AUTOS.

The trunk road from Nanaimn «, aiu • «.

utos. and a view of thT eVant i« *« *h "" ^'^"' * «"« ™" f*""

.ell repay the ride Th^road winl' Th"
°'^^"^"<^^ Lake will

hickly planted with firs eight LdT^^^^^ ^* ""^^^^ ^»»*y
Iharrningly symmetrica tr«s.Tn th^fr efft. ?

*''"""'"• "^''"^

whrntib
*'"^ "°""' oft:;,TooteV4t

*° '" *° ^'^^ "«''*•

^^^^^'^'C^^^^^^ Sproat Lake

ilroad is completed View MouT,!; ^\Tl P*"'""' '^'^«" the

fom which to get unobstructed , 1
^* "'"***^ " * Pl««

400 feet above the "Jlroad^^^^^^
«*"*"^ ^'«^ °f the valley. It

Lrth the valle^ s seen exfenSfniTc
°^' ''''

"t" ^^^^ *° the

impse of Great CentrarLake i« - k?°''/
*° '*** "orth-west aK To the south wes the Lad of ff*'

"'"^ *" "^ °' ^proat
'hile the Somass Rfvercln be ^"n

°^ *^*/*"*'
l^

*='*«'-Jy *" view.

om the lakes to the sea
'"""dermg through the valley

GAME.

lllow grouse are fair) nUntil;.! . »!
"^ marshes, blue and

lied deer. whTst th w.pTt L^^^^^^^
(ll roam in the vas, Zr^ltr.rt^.

bear, and giant timber wolf

tens, speckled trout emp^th^.T/l!^.fl
'''' "°^th.we,t. In the

lening can be spent Sn^T^X^' ^^"'^Z: 'k'"^'!'"'

fn. with tfe fly. l^:;^v•«.r- h\r3 "^z^ro::^.^
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Very good fishing may be had with the dry May fly in the early

part of the season. There is good fishing in both Sproat and Great

Central Lakes, in which there are some exceedingly large trout.

These latter, however, are wary and hard to take. At the mouth of

the river, in the fall, splendid salmon fishing can be had with tht

rod and spoon.
BARKLEY SOUND.

Barkley Sound offers yet another change in both landscape and

climate. It is reached by a pleasant steamer trip of three hours

down the canal, at the mouth of which Barkley Sound lies, fronting

on the Pacific Ocean. This is a large inlet, 14 miles wide at its

entrance, and running inland some 12 miles, with numerous fiords

like the Albemi Canal extending off from it. One of these inlets,

Henderson Lake (erroneously called Anderson), is fresh water. th»

entrance being blocked by rocks so that salt water does not get in.

but at high tide it is quite easy to pole a canoe into the lake. Other

inlets, like Pipestem, are very deep, but narrow and long, the shores

rising abruptly to 1,000 and 3,000 feet above the sea.

Barkley Sound includes hundreds of islands, some large and somt

small, and nearly always having deep water between them. There

are three main ship channels, the Western, Middle, and Eastera

The Western channel is especially picturesque, and a trip through

the Hundred Islands in a launch is to be looked forward tg.

From Ucluelet, one of the arms of Barkley Sound, the ocear

beaches are easily reached. Wreck Bay Beach being a small, sandy

stretch, three miles long. Here the Pacific Ocean rolls in unceas^

ingly, roaring like a veritable fiend in the height of a storm, but itj

is a delightful change to come from a hot inland town, sit on th(

beach, drink in the pure, cool air, and feel the dash of the cold, sai;

spray.

Barkley Sound is the location of a very profitable whaling enter

prise. The whaling station is at Sechart. in the western channel

and a large number of whales are caught annually, both in t'

Sound and out in the ocean.

FISHING INDUSTRY.

There is another industry lying dormant .which will undoubtfdlj

spring to active life with the completion of the railway to Albenl

It is the catching of fish on the banks off Barkley Sound and Ciayt

quot and shipping them fresh direct by refrigerator car frod

Albemi. It is a well-known fact that there are immense and pract(

cally untouched fishing grounds off the west coast of Vancouv
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There is a fine stretch of levVa„d^^^^^
side of Barkley Sound; there are akn ^''" °" '*'* north-west
stretches on the eastern shore AU are h.?T "'"P^'-^tively levrJ

rr^Lir""-^
o.. ... una »i«i'r:"r.tr^Xuu:^i

Urg. proportion of .hi, moi«urnL„ i""".""
°"""- ""'"'i' »

u.n. Which ,ri„g. .h. »»..m"d:ofVa'„'roS«'r?it<.:'"
"°""-

GREAT CENTRAL LAKE.

I

distrSuhe^Teriut'cdon L^Zl^Zt'^T''' *"^ °^ Albcrni
far into Clayoquot Land D?vis,on f ., ""I?]"!'''

*"*^ '* «*'^"ds
I from the town of Albern" Ihe Jistance

""^'""'^.^y « "^^ggon road
26r feet above sea level. T^e lake fs H ^T^ '*" *"""• "''"6
us widest part; it keeps the samein/rJTJ"

^''' '^ *^° ^''^* *^
prevent the whole of the lake beTn/r 1

'^"•'^'=*'°"- b"* two turn,
end the lake empties itself bySt^mn? ''!;'

*'"""• '^^ *»>« '°^"
rushes in a continuous series of w.Te'i ^u""'

^'^^^ ^*''^'^ ^'^'^ ^"t^^
it merges with Sproat ^ZiZT'l^t^'T^t *"' ''^"''' ^»'
point down. At the lower end of !L 5^ .u

^
•

^"""^^ ^'°'" tha-
of considerable extent.Thap^d ?Le a boot ?" ''

'u''"°^" '^'S^^"
name. For the first two and a haff mile °th T -^v

''='^ '* «*** >*«

a quarter of a mile wide but from ti!
'*''" " ""'* "^^ tt:.„

reaches its widest part at ,?x muTs w'
''°'"'

[^ ^'^'^"» °"* *'" t

tniles. At one and a hal^mTes^ om th, i"
" **" " ^'***'^ «' *^°

>he western boundary of tTe EsoZlh * m""
'"^ " '" "°««d ^y

^rant. Where the lake is wides? tro„r ^'"/"^° ^^"^«y >«"d
pre situated, the largest named rl?. { '"L^"'^'

^*^'^*' 't enclo.-.ej

U^rrgertrcfn TthHp^rer;''; ^-^i^--' ^'^-
brinkwater Creeks. Where tTefo^l^ T'.^

'^'^^"'^'^ ^"^
lamous spot for trout. There 11^-0^^ ""** debouches is ak for some angle who has iech^ T' °^ ^reat size wait-
they have resisted the temptaUons^f """^ '"'^^' *° '*"^ *^'«'"-

". Here. too. moZt th^ re.T ?
""""^ " ^^^ fisherman so

h stated that they have been?„ tk! h'lfT "* *° ""' '°^^''' ^t

little spot at' summer * '"'^" °^ '*«y'"K '" this auiet



the slopes are steeo ther^r- J ^* ^* '""^ cultivation; hx

timber to be seerS^ywJe^e a„dT^ "''n
'''' «""* '"^^^^l^-"*'

the lake has now ^JaTen up aTtimb
','"''"

S"''
^^J°^"

principally fir. with some h^rnlo.i, ^ " '™'*^- T*'^ timbe
Which usuW occursrs^Xn'eh:^' tKs'""^ f^"^ ^
Railway Company has surw^n". r 7 ^s^^'malt & Nana:
of the lake, si that when -MsbnirtK"^

""^"^ *° *»>« '°^*'- <

getting logs to salt w"?er There a e -'d
"'" '^ "° '^'"^'^"^^y

the lake, the shores being steeo and th f
"^"' *° navigation

seen. ^ "^"^P' ^"^ ^^^ four small islands eas

on^h:rrrh.rthTrasnrThu"nf^^^ °^ ^'^^ '^^= Ash Pa
and the Alberni Valley it is on^^"^"""*^'"'

^'^^s to Ash Ri^
south side, towards the 'upper en^ T« t" n"'

'^" ^'^'^ °^ *

which flows into Sproat Lake Th n ^ "" ^''" *° '^^y'^'' R'^'
level. At Indian Pob are some ve^rroM'?°°.'"'

^•'°^* *^^' '«

which seem to represent a mythfcaS ' '"'''*" ^"^"^ "^^'"^

A Mythical Fi.h Carved on .he Rock. Great Centra. UKe

^'^'^^^'^^^^^
°V^e lake ., a trai

steeper towards the end tilHu!t k
***!« g^^ual assent, beinj

•h-igb^.f :.50ofeetaSov c/ea^^^
'^^"^ °*"» i-^^i

thiE point the narrow va^fev risL r ^ ^m,* " '"*=''*^- ^^yo^d
the head of the pass 7o BuZ 1X\ ':*P'^^y *'» «* « mile further on
feet above the sea At the f.^U / "l'*'*^

*' *" ^'**t"de of 4.570
left and rises up a netw p^ecStot''"'

'°' •*'* ^^*" ^"^"» »° 'he
made accessible by the busies wh^^^

^°""'"" '''^''' ^''•'=*' '^ "=^'y

bluff is a.075 feet above the ran bet: ^"^w'^^
"= »"« height of thi

-rtru^r:oS^-ti»^^^^^^^
reaching the rocks

be.o^.°'Fo!lo'lt/t:rtie°e;r'tl.?*na:^^
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vaUey up which the trail winds. Great Central Lake can be seen

11 lu II
Delia Lake, one is in an amphitheatre of mountains •

to the south-west, high above, the Nine Peaks glisten like m"nams

Ifnl.
^**'! ^^P^f the highest mountains of this Big InteriorS like

* '°°° '''' ''°"'^ "^ ^'"*^ ^"^ ^'500 f^eet above

Va?couTer"2!;L°' 'I'S!-^
'"*!"°' """^ ^^ ""^^ *»^« backbone of

"p r?:k?cLtetrr:sr --^^^-^^^^^^
vidual will no doubrprUL^ s^dtCsesTVo^r^^^
legs and arms, and can be easily done in t«,« t,«. ,

strong

practically no danger, and when once a DeUa Lake'the vf' "'^Schange of scene will well repay the trouble
''"^ ^"'^

GEOLOGY OF THE ALBERNI VALLEY.

The Alberni Valley may be considered as originally a oart of

.geneous mass known as the Beaufort R^nl! ^ * ^"^*

;This^ange^mainIy^

.x.minlm.:;:':^';:;; r;;!:;:':-''
"^- "•• •"•'—• -•'• Mon.,vni. „„ „ ,„i,.n.s.........

1- iii;'n"'-i^7'n:;"h:^,.j:'''^.,";.::'S .!?";;::; .^v
""'«'•""-• »''•""" -><

•"""I '" I'" H" iH.'i.i.v .•,ii..,v,i in.- „ ,• m .V
;':.'7''" •'"'.' '"" •""' 'f '-^

"•i»l'<'s.-a..f,|,|,.ri(,..
,.i>l,|,.i,. ri V|,',„ ;\

"'""'•»''< '•"'"•In. It Is now
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there is evidence that at some points it has penetrated a hmestone

strata. This is especially seen on that portion of the dmde which

lies between the Nanaimo Road and the Qualicum Pass, where

limestone is seen in places, and where there are numerous lime-

stone caves. While the main mass of the Beaufort Range is a

diabase or a basic gabbro along the rim of the cretaceous area, there

is in places schist and agglomerate.**

At numerous places the diabasic flow has penetrated the edge ot

the cretaceous area with its overlying strata of sand and gravel,

forming at points masses of agglomerate. The cretaceous area is

bounded on its eastern border by the Beaufort Range, and to the

west the Somass and Stamp Rivers seem to mark its extent in that

direction, shale and agglomerate being noted on the eastern banks

of the rivers, while only diabase is seen on the western, with the

exception of smaU basin-shaped areas on Sproat Lake, which

survived the period of glacial errosion. To the south the sedi-

mentary area probably does not extend more than three or four

miles south of the Nanaimo Road, while to the north it extends up

the valley till the divide separating the district from Comox is

reached. A mass of diabasic rock has broken through the sedimen-

tary strata of the valley. It is known locally as the K'tsuxis

Ridge,* and is some two miles long by three-quarters wide, and

rises to an average height of 150 feet.

The lower portion of Roger Creek runs entirely through shale

banks, 100 feet or more in thickness; towards the mouth of the

**X(i 4.-S4—N(/i(»f froiH Miiiiura Circle—\ Jiiif-jiraimHl scliistow rork

ImvliiK ii Kri'iv «ol<>m- ami a sllRlitly uiutlims fivl. In tlio slicU' it is foiml t.i

!.o 11 fiiiclv JiiiniiiMtiMl wlilst <oiisistiu« .•ssoiitliilly «>f cliloritc l>i«.fitc. xiTlcltr.

with siii!ifl»'r iinunmts of miiiriH-tit.'. f.-iilspar. .niartz nii<l itrol.al)l.v a llttl.' tali

It Is iM'st (U'siciiati'd as clil.tritic- mica s.lilst. TIic ciilorltf ami «crl<itc. at

least, are (UM-omimsltioii imMlmts of tlu" l)i<>tlt»'.

X„ 4:,si—f»ii<ili,i)iiniti riitl of \i(i<l<ini </(f A.—Tills nnk Is oiiiBloiii

crati' <-aiT.vlii(r |k'1>i'>I«'s of cliloiill.- srhlst ami tniartz. oikIos.mI in a imul<l.\

f.TniL'Inons .ci it. 'I'lio |h'1.I.I.'s an- sub auttnlar or nanul.-.!. Tli." <-.-m.-iitiiiv

material, or matrix. Is a tlm-«raln<'<l sediment fn-ely stalne<l with iron oMlf

'llie i-o«k is a .omtloi -ate and so conld not form an intrusion. I.iit lia^

iiol)al.lv iMHMi formed fr.an the jiravel IhhI in wlii.li it Is rei-.rted to (Hcnr h\

the cenientinn aetioii of ircai- iK-arintr water, perhaps from a reeent spring.

•No 4.-Mt—foHH/c;/ llork- Kilsiixiis IfiiliK.—TMi* is a tiue-KraiiUHl

u'reenish Krav roek wlilrli has a hrown nisty weatherlnj:. Flue white s(-nm)

of eaieite .ippear on a freshl.N fraetur.-d surface. Th.' roek eOerves.vs read I:

when treat.il with <-old dilute hydr.H-hl.u-1.' aeld. In liie mieros.-opl.- s..- loi

it is found to he a lil«lily allere.l roek willi no prinmry m nera is remain n.

i.ortheni part of (jmii..<- and Ontario
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creek the strata is contorted, but at two miles from the mouth it

lies nearly flat ; in fact, this prevails in the middle of the valley, but

towards the edge the strata is tilted up by the upheaval of igneous

rock.

A six-inch seam of coal was discovered at the town of Alberni in

digging in a well, and another small seam has been uncovered by

a creek higher up the valley. Whether workable seams of coal

exist could be inferred from a careful comparison with the strata

on the east coast and by boring, the most likely areas being the

basin of Roger Creek and north of the Kitsuxis Ridge. Here the

strata is less disturbed than at other points.

There is evidence that a glacier traversed the valley from north

to south, gouging its own wav down the Alberni Canal and melting

at last where it n.et the w?4rm waters in Barkley Sound, there

depositing a moraine. This is seen by the shallow depth of the

Sound (40 fathoms), compared with the depths in the canal (100 to

150 fathoms).

GEOLOGY OF GREAT CENTRAL LAKE REGION

The eastern end of Great Central Lake is entirely bounded by

basaltic rocks. Thunder Mountain, on the north side of the lake,

is one of these, and rises boldly to a height of 3,aoo feet above the

lake. The top has rather a stratified appearanc" and portions of

the rock might be taken for ; ^glomerate : but this is only due to the

peculiar manner of cooling. The rock would have been a diabase

had it cooled under suitable conditions; it is now best classed as a

basalt.'^' The same general rock continues down to the lake shores

till Clark Point is reached. Here granitic rocks are flrst seen and

continue pretty much the tame on both sides of the lake.*^"* On a

ii;IM' lii'i'ii till- I'lirliiT llliii

n iliiiliM'M' IiikI i

II liiiNiili

Ni>N iiilti Niiii|Hii I rvMiiiK III pMuiiH iiiKi'. niiiixx Mik! nil' iiiMi'r i

'iirliiT iiiiiiiTiiU ri'yKtiilliKiil mill llnil the I'ltrk wmilil Iiii\<>Im<

it riMiliil lillilrf ••lllliililr nmilK !ii..;-. Il U now In'HI •IiimhiiI ;•

II llHNHll

•' Nil l..",T>« I I III II 1 1 II It'll I, fiiiiii rhlilit I'liliit. f!i III f'liiliill T.illr. 'I'll •

Is II I'liiii'si- L'i'Miiiiil ll.:lii > oloiil'iil iikU. Till- |ii'iiii'l|iiil iiihiiTiil I'liMNtltiii lit-

liri' l'l'llW|iMI'. Iinl'lllili'liili'. Iiiiitlti- Mini MIIMI'I/. Willi Si litllf l>|lil|lltl'. 'I'llC I'M

Mjlir rnlmiHlw III' Imtll iM'l Iliii'lilM' ItMll |illli;liM'iHMI', Mil' IlllItT Ih'IMU lll'lll'ly I'Mll:

ill iiiitiiiiiil I" ilii- I'liniii'i' 'I'lif liiiriilili'iitli- in L'ri'fii in nilnnr. miiin'x\tir

|iti'«H'li,\lii|'li , Willi llir iiiiiiiiiiiii iilimirlilliii w Iii'iiii> 'I'lii' liliillli' Ik iml In In.'
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r.r<ini». A u
™"*"* ^88 Hoted, whcfe the countrv rock i«eranite. A short distance up Whittaker Tr,...!, ««*u- u

™*^''.'*
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There are several mineral claims which have very good
prospects, and, given better transportation and a fair price for

copper, there is no doubt as to their being worked. As the timber
is cleared off, new mineral deposits will in all probability be uncov-
ered, such as has often been the case in the past.

If the smelting of iron ore by electricity reaches the commercial
stage, Albemi offers a very favourable point for operation; there
are good iron ores on the West Coast with suitable flux, there are

large water powers in Albemi, and with railroad communication
ioal can easily be had from Comox.

OTHER INDUSTRIES.

Albemi will undoubtedly be the seat of many other industries;

the combination of cheap power, cheap fuel, unlimited water and
easy transportation will not long be overlooked by the manufac-
turer.

A word might be said for some point on the west coast of Van-
couver Island becoming the port for rapid transit to the Orient:
this will some day be a factor with the big transportation com-
panies, and it remains with them to decide where such port shall

be; but the development of the natural resources of the West
Coast will build up one or more towns which will go a long way
towards settling up the country and peopling this Island with a

happy and contented community.

vn Tttiti \. lie :

I'lliid.l hy l(i< it.\itii \V"i.ii\Mi:\. I.S.n.. V.l». ITI r l.> tli.' Kliitt > M»»l Kxr.li.

.MllJl'«I.V. I'.IIIH.
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