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Ontario Fishery Commission.

REVIEW OF THE REPORT
0F THE

DOMINION FISHERY COMMISSION

ON THE

FISHERIES OF THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO.

-1893-94.

As directed by the Minister of Marine and Fisheries, the following review is sub-
mitted on the work of the Dominion Fisheries Commission, appointed to inquire into
and report upon the fisheries in the Great Lakes and other waters in the province of
Ontario:-

The investigations of the Commission were made during certain periods in the
years 1892 and 1893, as will be seen by a reference to the General Report, camprising
Parts I. and II., in one volume. See Report.

The more particular scope of the Commission was to obtain information and testi-
mony direct from the practical fishermen and others interested in the fisheries of Ontario,
more especially regarding the spawning periods of the more important kinds of fishes
which inhabited the waters of the Great Lakes, and to obtain information in relation to
gill-nets and other modes of fishing, together with such other matters connected with
the fisheries generally, as might be offered during the investigation.

Upon the completion of the work of the Commission, draft regulations were to be
drawn up embodying the conclusions and recommendations come to by the Commission.

This has been done by submitting to the department a full report, with a series of
regulations relating to " close seasons " for the more important commercial fishes of the
lakes. These regulations will be found on page xxx., Part Il. of the General Report.

These draft regulations for " close seasons " were framed and recommended by the
Commission, after a minute summation and full consideration of the sworn testimony
of many practical fishermen, and from information also given by other persons who had
been close observers of the habits of fish and fish life in the principal fishing areas in
many of the districts of Ontario, comprising Lakes Ontario, Erie, Huron, Superior, St.
Clair and Simcoe; including also some of the larger bays and rivers, such as Georgian
Bay, Long Point Bay, Bay of Quinté and the Toronto and Hamilton Bays, and Detroit
River.

An epitome of the testimony taken regarding the spawning seasons of fishes, is
numerically given, from which the Commission founded its recommendations for these
close seasons. This abstract will be found in detail on pages vi. vii., and viii., in the
General Report, Part IL., Division 2. In addition a synopsis of the evidence in detail
is given, relating to the spawning times of fishes, from which the epitome was framed,
giving the testimony of upwards of one hundred witnesses, with references to their
names, and pages in the General Report, all of which will be found on pages xviii. to
xxv., Division 4, Part II. of Report.

The "Epitome" and "Synopsis" referred to herewith having been eliminated
from the General Report, to give more ready comprehensions of the subjects in their
review-than with the necessarily more lengthened perusal of the whole report.
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Appended hereto will be found a review of the several subjects treated upon in
the General Report, in a condensed form, ::ommencing with the subject of close seasons,
with a summary of the evidence relating thereto.

CLOSE SEASONS RECOMMENDED.

The following code of regulations was recommended for adoption based upon the
evidence obtained from the fishermen examined, as shown in the following epitome,
and in the full minutes of evidence appended in this report:

STURGEON.

Between the 15th of May and the 15th of July, both days inclusive.

HERRING, WHITEFISH, CISCOES.

Between the 1st November and 30th November, both days inclusive.

SALMON-TROUT.

Between the 15th of October and the 30th of November, both days inclusive.

PICKEREL (DORÉ.)

Between the lst of April and the 31st of May, both days inclusive.

BLACK BASS.

Between the 10th day of May and the 30th day of June, both days inclusive.
NOTE.-This close season for bass is already established.

SPECKLED-TROUT.

Between the 15th day of September and the 31st day of March, both days in-
clusive.

MASKINONGÉ AND PIKE.

Between the 1st day of April and the 15th day of June, both days inclusive.

MUDCATs, BULLPOUTS, CATFISH.

Between the 1st day of May and the 31st day of August, both days inclusive.

ABRIDGMENT OF EVIDENCE RELATIING TO CLOSE SEASONS.

CLOSE SEASONS-EVIDENCE OF.

Based upon the general evidence contained in Parts I. and IL. of the report certain'
close seasons for the several descriptions of fish were recommended as being well adapted
for their protection at their spawning times. The conclusions were come to from the
epitome of the evidence herewith, which gives numerical data in relation to the amount
of evidence given in each case, as to the periods in which each of the species of fish
named were engaged in their spawning operations.

This epitome of the evidence regarding the periods in which the several kinds of
fishes deposit their eggs, is here given to substantiate the suggestions which were offered
for the adoption of certain close seasons, as asked for in the letter of instructions of 29th
September, 1892.
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Close Season for Sturgeon.

Of the eleven witnesses who gave testimony with regard to sturgeon spawning,
there were:-

4 gave the period between the 15th June and 15th July.
3 do to be in June alone.
3 do do July do
1 do do May do

The Order in Council of 5th May, 1891, which was suspended for the time, estab-
lished the close season for sturgeon between the 15th May and 15th July.

If it be considered advisable to re-establish this Order in Council it would be
correct for covering the spawning time of sturgeon.

If on the other hand any change be considered necessary, then an Order in Coun-
cilmight be framed for the close season of sturgeon between the 1st of May and 15th
of July.

Close Season for Ilerring.

Of the fifty witnesses who gave testimony with regard to the periods in which
herrings spawn, the times are as follows:-

42 gave the period for the month of November only.
4 do November and December.
1 do November and January.
1 do November and February.
1 do October and November.
1 do during winter.

The Order in Council of 22nd September, 1891, which was suspended for the time,
established the close season for herrings between the 15th of October and 30th of
November. The date of the 15th of October was then fixed to correspond with the
close season for salmon-trout and whitefish established by Order in Council of 29th of
September, 1891, it being considered advisable that the same period, 15th of October to
30th November, should take in these three descriptions of the salmonoid family, whose
characters and habits were very similar; more especially as the one could not be fished
for without taking some of the others.

The herring are becoming a very valuable fish for domestic uses and commerce,
and are therefore entitled to receive thorough protection at their spawning time, else
their final extermination will sooner or later be reached in like manner as experience
has shown the same result in other cases.

The protection of the herring family will be found to be more far-reaching in its
beneficial results than the mere application of such protection for the maintenance of
the herring itself for domestic and commercial uses. The herring is the staple food for
the sustenance oT many other and larger kinds of fishes, which, if cut off or lessened,
will materially affect the growth and condition of the salmon-trout, pickerel and other
voracious species which invariably frequent the same waters as the herring.

Under such circumstances it was recommended that the close season for herring
should be established to cover its breeding time, which is so conclusively shown to be
during the whole month of November by the evidence referred to, as well as by former
recommendations from officials in the department.

Close Season for Vhitefish.

Of the 104 witnesses who were examined and gave testimony in relation to the
spawning times of whitefish, taken in the waters of Lake Erie at Port Dover, St.
Thomas, Leamington and Detroit River ; and of Lake Huron at Sarnia, Goderich,
Southampton ; and of the Georgian Bay, at Owen Sound, Meaford, Midland; and of
Lake Superior and north channel of Lake Huron, at Port Arthur, Thessalon, Gore Bay,

G



56 Victoria. Sessional Paperâ (No. 10c*.) A. 1893

Killarney, Sault Ste. Marie; and of the Bay of Quinté, at Belleville, Napanee and Hay
Bay,

93 gave the spawning time to cover the month of November.
7 do do parts of October and November.
3 do do do November and December.
1 do do to take place in October only.

104

The close season as at present established by Order in Council, for protecting white-
fish at the spawning time, is from the 1st to the 30th November, both days inclusive.

It will therefore appear from the mass of evidence given, and from former recom-
mendations, that the month of November has been properly chosen for the close season
for whitefish, and should be continued ; with the further recommendation that the
month of November should be set aside to include whitefish, herring and ciscoes.

Close Season for Salmon-Trout.

There were sixty-five persons who gave evidence as to the spawning times of
salmon-trout, they were fishermen and dealers in fish hailing from the following fishing
centres on Lakes Huron, Superior, Ontario, Simcoe and the Georgian Bay, namely:
At Sarnia, Goderich, Southampton, Owen Sound, Meaford, Collingwood, Midland,
Barrie, Hamilton, Toronto, Belleville, Napanee, Port Arthur, Thessalon, Gore Bay,
Killarney, and Sault Ste. Marie. Of these sixty-five witnesses, the evidence was that

31 gave the spawning time between 15th and 31st October.
26 do do 15th October and 10th November.

7 do do for the month of November.
1 do do for the month of September.

65

The Order in Council of 29th September, 1891, which was suspended for the time,
established the close season for salmon-trout between the 15th October and 30th
November, both days inclusive.

The close season at present in force for salmon-trout under Consolidated Orders in
Council for Ontario of 18th July, 1889, is between the 1st and 30th November, both
days inclusive.

This Order in Council is evidently incorrect and useless for the protection of salmon-
trout at their spawning time, as is clearly shown by the evidence of the fishermen
themselves and by previous recommendations, that the actual spawning time of salmon-
trout is almost wholly from the 15th to the 31st of October, and in some cases running
on till the 10th of November.

From this it will appear that for many years past, and prior to the Order in
Council of 18th July, 1894, there has been no proper close season whatever to cover the
spawning time of the salmon-trout, which stands second to none other of the commercial
fishes of the great lakes of Ontario; and the fishermen have been killing this valuable
fish indiscriminately at the very time when they were most busily engaged in laying
their eggs; and from this cause may be reasonably attributed the great falling off in the
general catch of salmon-trout in localities where they were formerly very numerous.

From the evidence as shown and the views above enunciated, it would appear to be
wise to have the Order in Council of 29th September, 1891, now under suspension,
re-established, making the close season for salmon-L'rout between the 15th October and
30th November, both days inclusive, in order that this highly esteemed fish shall receive
proper protection during the spawning time.
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Close Season for Pickerel.

Of the thirty-five fishermen who gave testimony in relation to the spawning
times of pickerel (" doré") in many of the principal waters of Ontario, the following
was the result:

24 gave the spawning time to cover the month of April.
7 do do May.
4 do do April and May.

35
The present close season for pickerel ("doré "), as established by Order in Council,

is betwpen the 15th of April and the 15th of May.
This Order in Council does not take in a suffliciently early period, for pickerel com-

mence their spawning operations, as stated by some of the evidence very correctly,
' just as soon as the ice breaks up." In order then to meet this case, the close season
should commence for pickerel (" doré ") on the lst April and end on the 15th May.

Close Season for Bass.

The present close season, established May 13th, 1893, for the protection of bass at
the spawning times, is between the 10th of May and 30th of June, both days inclusive.
This appears to be the proper close time for these fish, and should so remain.

Close Season for Mudcats, Bullpouts, Cat/ish.

This hitherto somewhat despised fish has of late years come into great demand for
the American markets, and the mudcat fisheries have in many localities reached con-
siderable magnitude and commercial importance.

This class of fishes have not hitherto received any consideration or protection
during their spawning times. The general opinion given by those fishermen engaged in
this description of fishing was, as shown by their evidence, that with the view to a
maintenance of the mudcat industry a close season should be established for their protec-
tion at their spawning time. The weight of evidence went to show that a close season for
mudcats, or mudpouts, or bullheads, commonly called catfish (which are all one and the
same fish) should be fixed between the 1st of May and the 31st of August in each year;
as during this period these fish are either nesting, laying their eggs, or guarding their
broods of young; and it was agreed by all fishermen engaged in the mudcat business
that these fish at this time were unwholesome and unfit for human food.

It is therefore recommended that the close season for mudcats be established by
Order in Council between the Ist May and 31st August, both days inclusive.

SUMMARY OF ALL EVIDENCE

Given by Witnesses showing the names and pages on which the testimony is given in
full, relating to Close Seasons for spawning times of Fishes; from which the
Epitome was drawn, and the Draft regulations for Close Seasons recom-
mended.

NOT E.-'ie figures in parentheses denote the pages in Parts I. and I. of the General
Report where the full testinony is recorded:

SPAWNING SEASONS.

This synopsis of the evidence given by the fishermen and others in relation to the
spawning times of fishes is collected from the minutes of proceedings, taken in Novem-
ber and December, 1892, also in October and November, 1893.
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PART I.

LAKE ERIE-PORT DOVER.

W. H. Ansley.-Whitefish, ripe in November; herring, 15th November to 15th
December; sturgeon June and July (p. 3, pt. I.)

Frank Jack8on.-Whitefish, 15th October to lst December; herring, June and
February; bass, between lst and 15th June (p. 6, pt. I.)

Captain E. S. Allen.-Whitefish, 1st to 10th Noveinber; herring, later on; bass in
June ; pickerel in April (p. 11, pt. I.)

W. P. Tibbit.-Herring spawn in winter, whitefish end of November. (p. 14, pt. I.)
David Low.-Whitefish in November (p. 15, pt. I.)
James Low.-Whitefish, 10th to 15th November (p. 16, pt. I.)

ST. THOMAS.

C. C. Bates.-Whitefish and herring in November (p. 17, pt. I.)
William Cudney.-Whitefish and herring in November (p. 20, pt. I.)

A. C. Brown.-Whitefish, latter part of November ; pickerel in April (p. 21, pt. I.)
W. G. Emery.-Whitefish and herring spawn in November ; blue pickerel in April

and May (p. 23, pt. I.)
Daniel Lang.-Whitefish, 10th November till 1st December; herring, end November

till January ; pickerel in April (p. 25, pt. I.)
William Backhoue.-Whitefish, end of November; herring the same; blue and

yellow pickerel in March and April, according to season; sturgeon spawn chiefly in
July and June (p. 26, pt. I.)

Henry Swan.-Whitefish latter part of October and in November; herring the
sane; blue and yellow pickerel in April (p. 28, pt. I.)

John Ellison.-Whitefish, 15th to 20th November; herring later, until January;
pickerel spawn in April (p. 29, pt. I.)

LEAMINGTON, ESSEX COAST.

W. H. Black.--Whitefish and herring, 15th November; pickerel March or April
(p. 32, I.)

W. D. Bates.-Whitefish and herring are in the height of spawning 25th Novem-
ber; bass 24th May to 15th June. (p. 34, pt. I.)

Ira Loop.-Whitefish, 20th November to lst December; herring same; sturgeon
20th June to lst July; bass sane. (p. 36, pt. I.)

Gilbert DeLaurier.-Whitefish commence 15th November ; herring the same;
sturgeon early in July ; pickerel end of March or early in April. (p. 47, pt. I.)

William Grubb.-Whitefish 20th to 30th November; herring the sane. (p. 40,
Pt. I.)

Philip DeLaurier.-Bass spawn 20th June through July. (p. 41, pt. I.)
Henry Hébert.-Whitefish 18th November or earlier ; sturgeon in May. (p. 42, pt. 1.)
Henry Smith.-Black bass spawn lst June through July. (p. 45, pt. I.)
John DeLaurier.-Whitefish 18th to 26th November and before and after; herrin4,

Octber and November; black bass 1st June; pickerel in May; sturgeon in June.
(p. 47, pt. I.)

DETROIT RIVER.

Yoah Jolie.-Whitefish, 15th November; some after, some before; herring later
than whitefish; sturgeon, in spring; spawn mostly in June. (p. 51, pt. I.)

Remi Laframboise.-Whitefish in November. (p. 54, pt. I.)
Daniel Meloche.-Whitefish, 12th to 20th November. (p. 57, pt. J.)
J. W. Pos.-Whitefish, 2Oth November. Herring 13th to 17th November, and

on to December ; pickerel as soon as ice leaves; maskinongé in spring ; sturgeon more
freely in June and July. (p. 61, pt. I.)



Ontario Fishery Commission.

John A. Burton.-Whitefish 1st November; herring later; sturgeon latter part of
July; pickerel done by lst April. (p. 67, pt. I.)

Joseph Meloche.-Whitefish commence to run up Detroit River 10th October; spawn
in November; herring spawn same time as whitefish. (p. 69, pt. I.)

Joseph Allen.-Whitefish, 10th November; some before, greater part after. The
bulk from 18th to 20th November; herring the latter part of November; sturgeon
particularly in June. (p. 71, pt. I.)

Charles Gauthier.-Bulk of sturgeon spawn 15th June to 15th July; whitefish
from 1st November; herring, later. (p. 74, pt. I.)

LAKE HURON.

Sarnia.

Marquis A. Hitchcock--Pickerel, 15th April ; herring, ripe in November and Dec-
ember; sturgeon in July. (p. 80, pt. I.)

John Lang.-Salmon-trout in November, ripe latter part of October ; whitefish in
November; herring, October and November, spawned out in November. (p. 85, pt. I.)

GODERICH.

John Cragie.-Whitefish, 10th November; salmon-trout, 1st November. (p. 89,pt. I.)
James Clarke.-Salmon-trout, beginning of November, some earlier; big trout 15th

October; whitefish in November. (pp. 97 and 123, pt. I.)
Capt. James Inkster.-Salmon-trout from September until November ; herring fron

15th November until 15th December. (p. 106, pt. I.)
H. W. Ball.-Herring, 1st November till December; pickerel done by 15th May

bass done by 15th Sune; salmon-trout ripe 27th October; whitefish ten days later.
(p. 113, Pt. I.)

Malcolm McDonald.-Whitefish, 15th to 2Oth November ; salmon-trout, earlier.
(p. 18, Pt. I.)

SOUTHAMPTON EVIDENCE.

Donald McCauley.-Salmon-trout come in to spawn through October, and earlier,
and later about 15th October; and spawn to 8th or 10th November; whitefish spawn
all through November. (p. 128, pt. I.)

Malcolm lcKenzie,-Whitefish and salmon-trout spawn all through November.
(p. 135, pt. I.)

Daniel MfcCauley.-Salmon-trout in November ; whitefish later in November.
(p. 143, pt. I.)

Finlay McLennan.-Herring in latter part of October and November. (p. 147, pt. 1.)
Dougal MWcAuley.-Salmon-trout, 10th November; whitefish later in November.

(p. 152, pt. I.)

GEORGIAN BAY.

Owen Sound Evidence.

Captain Dunn.-Salmon-trout latter part of October and in November; white-fish later in November. (p. 161, pt. I.)
James Telford.-Whitefish and salmon-trout spawn end of October. (p. 162, pt. 1.)
Robert McKnight.-Whitefish throughout November. (p. 164, pt. J.)
John McKenzie.-Salmon-trout, 15th September to 15th October. (p. 166, pt. I.)
James Pilgrim.-Salmon-trout, ripest tune 10th November; whitefish, 20th No-vember to lst December. (p. 166, pt. I.)
Gilbert Peter Mclntosh.--Salmon-trout and whitefish spawn 10th November, thehottest time. (p. 172, pt. I.)
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Adam H. Stephen.-Salmon-trout, 28th October to 5th November; whitefish, 20th
November through December. (p. 176, pt. I.)

John Ael8on.-Salmon-trout, first run lst October to 20th October (p. 178, pt. I.)
John McCrae.-Salmon-trout, 20th to 25th October. (p. 186, pt. I.)
Alexander McPhee.-Speckled-trout, some as early as September. (p. 267, pt. I.)

BARRIE.

John Hines.-Salmon-trout ripest 1st October ; close season for salmon-trout and
whitefish should begin 1st October; brook-trout, lst September. (p. 276, pt. .)

MIDLAND EVIDENCE.

Albert Hutchins.-Whitefish, heat of spawning 15th to 20th November, congregate
about 20th October; salmon-trout, end of October. (p. 227, pt. I.)

Charles W. Phillips.-Catfish spawn in June; close season should be 15th May to
Ist September; maskinongé spawn a little later than pike; bass, 15th June to 15th
July; pickerel in May; salmon-trout, 1st to 15th November; whitefish, same time.
(p. 229, pt. I.)

Samuel Fraser.-Salmon-trout, 15th October to 15th November; bass in May and
June, also maskinongé; herring largely in November, about the same as whitefish,
which spawn later than salmon-trout; pickerel in April, as soon as the ice breaks up;
mud-pouts in J une. (p. 231, pt. I.)

J. A. Smith.-Salmon-trout, 15th to 20th October, on into November; large black
trout ripest 1Oth to 12th October ; pot-guts about the same, but spawn in deeper water,
not on the shoals; whitefish ripest 10th to 12th November; a little later than salmon-
trout and take longer to spawn; herring in November; bass in April and May and on
into June, they guard their spawning beds and young in June and July; pike and mas-
kinongé, middle of April to middle of May. (p. 235, pt. I.)

Frank Bonter.-Bull-heads in June; pickerel from 15th to end of April; pike
earlier; bass in June ; suckers and mullet early in spring up the rivers and streams.
(p. 239, pt. I.)

John Yates.-The male salmon-trout come on 18th to 2Oth October, females follow,
25th October, the month of November would only cover ten days of their spawning
time ; whitefish, Sth [to 9th November, done spawning 15th to 20th, they spawn very
quickly ; black bass, 1st to 1Oth June, and watch their nests for two weeks. (p. 241, pt. I.)

Captain hartman.-Salmon-trout, 20th October to 5th November; whitefish, Ist
to 20th November, ripest 10th to 12th November, with variations of five days, accord-
ing to locality; herring spawn later; pickerel, 20th to 25th April; pike earlier; bass
in May and June, the bulk 15th June, and then watch their young fry; mud-pouts in
June, they also watch their young. (p. 244, pt. I.)

William Hodgins.-Salmon-trout ripest 25th October to 10th November; white-
fish, 1 Oth to 25th November, but both species spawn earlier and later; pickerel, April
and May; bass, May and June. (p. 247, pt. I.)

W. W. Church.-Salmon-trout 20th to 30th October, some later; whitefish ten
days later ; herring, 1Oth to 20th November ; same dates for Lake Ontario; pickerel in
Lake Ontario from 25th April to 1Oth May; bass in June ; pike in April ; maskinongé,
10th May; catfish in June (p. 250, pt. I.)

W. Gero.-Salmon-trout in Lake Superior come in to spawn 10th September, and
on south shore of the Georgian Bay, 19th October; north shore about the same ; they
remain about fifteen days and then leave the shore ; in Lake Superior they have done
spawning by 20th October, and in the Georgian Bay about 1 st November ; no spawning
of any account is done by salmon-trout after Ist November. Whitefish come to the
shore to spawn about lst November in Georgian Bay, and remain ten to fifteen days,
some spawn before, some after; herring spawn in November; black bass in June;
pickerel between 25th May and lst June; catfish in June. (p. 255, pt. I.)

Joseph Cunningham.-Whitefish gather on the shoals to spawn in November;
ripest 10th to 15th; salrnon-trout come in latter part of October and through Novem-

L
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ber; ripest about lst November; herring throughout November; black bass in Mayand June ; pickerel in April and May. (p. 257, pt. I.)
Archibald Campbell.-Salmon-trout begin to work towards the shore to spawn 25th

October, ripest lst November; best catch 15th November; whitefish come on 10th
November; they take less time to spawn than trout, and spawn principally between
15th and 20th November; ripest 10th to 15th, and then leave for deep water; herring
spawn in November; pickerel in early spring; bass in May and June. (p. 259, pt. I.),

LAKE ONTARIO.

Hamilton Evidence, Burlington Bay.

Daniel McGwyn -Herring spawn 18th to 27th November; ciscoes, 25th Decem-
ber to 15th January; salmon-trout, middle of October to 30th November ; whitefish
about the same; bass in May and June. (p. 203, pt. I.)

William Depew.-Herring spawn from 22nd November to 1st December, perhaps
a little longer; ciscoes, latter part of January and in February; whitefish and salmon-
trout spawn in November ; bass in June ; proper season for herring, 15th November to
1st December. (p. 308, pt. I.)

Jonathan Corey.-Herring latter part of November. (p. 311, pt. I.)
Frederick Corey.-Salmon-trout in October; pickerel, March and April ; whitefish,

20th November to 10th December; herring the same; bass, 1st June; ciscoes, Decem-
ber till April; catfish, end of May and in June. (p. 320, pt. I.)

PART IL

BAY OF QUINTÉ.

Daniel Bellknap.-Says whitefish spawn from lst to 15 November; bullheads ink
June and July ; bass also spawn in June. (p. 7, pt. IL.)

Peter Weee.-Whitefish come into the bay and spawn in November ; herring spawn
about the end of November; pickerel and mudpouts spawn in May; pike and bass.
spawn in June. (p. 7, pt. Il.)

Wesley Weee.-Whitefish spawn from lst to 10th November; herring spawn,
later; pike as soon as ice leaves ; pickerel in May; mudpouts spawn in June. (p. 9, pt. II.)

Robert McDonald.-Whitefish spawn freely lst to 10th November; herring come;
in after whitefish. (p. 12, pt. II.)

George McDonald.--Whitefish spawn 1st to 1Oth November. (p. 13, pt. II.)
Samuel Geddes.-Whitefish spawn 1st to 10th November. (p. 13, pt. II.)
Nichola8 McDonald.-Whitefish spawn lst to 10th November; herring, should have.

no close season. (p. 17, pt. II.)
David Gerow.-Whitefish spawn lst to 10th November; herring spawn after the

whitefish ; pickerel as soon as ice leaves. (p. 17, pt. II.)
William Black.-Whitefish spawn 10th November, some earlier, some later; pick-

erel spawn in May; bass in June. (p. 22, pt. II.)
Thomas McDonald.-Whitefish spawn lst to 30th November. (p. 26, pt. II.)
James Pollard.-Whitefish come into the bay 1st October, and remain till 30th

Novpmber, when done spawning; herring come to spawn in November. (p. 32, pt. II.)
Seth Ben8on.-Whitefish come up the bay, and leave about 15th November after

spawning. (p. 37, pt. II.)
Nel8on Instant.-Whitefish and salmon-trout should not be caught going to or

from their spawning grounds. (p. 40, pt. IL.)
Thos. Howard.-Whitefish should not be caught in spawning time; the present

close season (of November) is right. (p. 32, pt. II.)
George Lindsay.-Mudcats spawn in June. (p. 42, pt. II.)
Thomas Vanorder.-Whitefish spawn about 15th November, are done about 25th

November; salmon-trout the same; pickerel as soon as ice leaves. (p. 45, pt. II.)
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Milo Parks.-Killing whitefish at spawning times has much to do with their re-
duced numbers at present time. (p. 48, pt. II.)

LAKE SUPERIOR.

Port Arthur.

W. C. Dobbie.-Salmon-trout spawn 15th October to 10th November; whitefish
from 25th October to 10th November. (p. 50. pt. IL.)

John Maloney.-Salmon-trout, 20th September to 30th October; whitefish from
20th October to 20th November. (p. 55, pt. II.)

Henry Servais.-Salmon-trout spawn 10th October to 31st October; sturgeon
spawn in June; herring in November. (p. 59, pt. Il.)

E. N. Nuttall.-Salmon-trout spawn 15th to 30th October; whitefish from 20th
October to 15th November. (p. 58,pt. II.)

J. R. Walker.-Whitefish spawn in November. (p. 73, pt. II.)

LAKE HURON-NORTH CHANNEL.

Thessalon.

Thomas Strain.-Whitefish spawn 15th November to 15th December; salmon-
trout spawn in October. (p. 77, pt. IL.)

Laurie King.-No close season wanted. (p. 78, pt. IL.)
Jamee B. Dobbie.-Whitefish spawn middle of November ; some earlier, some later;

salmon-trout middle of October. (p. 79, pt. II.)
John Sullivan.-Whitefish spawn about 15th November to 25th; salmon-trout from

15th to 30th October. (p. 80, pt. II.)
David Bellerose.-Whitefish spawn middle of November; salmon-trout latter part

of October. (p. 82, pt. II.)
Stephen Fourchette.-Whitefish spawn from 1st to 15th November ; salmon-trout

from 1st to 30th October. (p. 83, pt. II.)
Abraham King.-There should be no close seasons. (p. 85, pt. Il.)

Gore Bay.

Wm. W. Holden.-Whitefish spawn in November; salmon-trout from 5th to 25th
November; sometimes in October. (p. 86, pt. II.)

Angus Mattheunnan.-No close season required. (p.8 7, part 2.)
John Lapointe.-Whitefish always spawn in November; salmon-trout from 15th

to 30th.October. (p. 89, part IL.)
James Purvis.-Whitefish spawn from 10th to 28th November; salmon-trout end

of October and beginning of November. (p. 90, pt. II.)
James Noble.-Whitefish spawn in November ; salmon-trout spawn earlier. (p. 92,

Pt. 11.)

Killarney

Thomas Boynton.-Whitefish spawn 8th to 20th November; salmon-trout from
25th October to 15th November; pickerel from 15th April to 15th May; herring in
November; bass spawn in June. (p. 94, pt. II.)

Ned Fourcheau.-Whitefish, month of November; salmon-trout spawn earlier.
(p. 95, pt. IL.)

James Noble.-Whitefish spawn in November; salmon-trout from 15th October to
20th November; herring in November. (p. 97, pt. IL.)

Nelson Harman.-Whitefish spawn from Illth to 25th November should be the
whole of November); salmon-trout from 15th October till November; pickerel 15th

April. (p. 100, pt. IL.)
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George Larouche.-Whitefish spawn 17th to 20th November; some earlier, some
later; salmon-trout, 15th to 20th October; pickerel from April to June. Herring
should be protected. (p. 104, pt. IL.)

Joseph Rocque.-Whitefish spawn early in November; salmon-trout about a week
earlier; pickerel spawn in April; bass spawn in June ; herring spawn same as white-
fish. (p. 105, pt. Il.)

Adolphu8 Martin.-Whitefish spawn about 5th November ; salmon-trout about
two weeks earlier; pickerel from 25th April to May. (p. 107, pt. IL.)

SAULT STE. MARIE.

Nelson Couture.-Whitefish spawn from 1st to 15th November, some earlier, some
later; salmon-trout from 20th October to 10th November; pickerel spawn about 15th
April to 15th May. (p. 110, pt. IL.)

William Kimball.-Whitefish spawn 10th to 20th November; some earlier,. some
later; salmon-trout, 15th to 25th October; some earlier, some later; herring spawn in
November. (p. 112, pt. IL.)

Joseph Gauley.-Whitefish spawn from 5th to 20th December ; some spawn 20th
to 30th November; salmon-trout and whitefish close season should be from 15th
November to 1st January. (p. 114, pt. IL.)

Angus McLeod.-Salmon-trout spawn lst to 30th November; whitefish, same.
(p. 117,pt. IL.)

James Garratt.-Whitefish spawn 20th November; some earlier, some later;
salmon-trout, somewhat earlier. (p. 118, pt. IL.)

William McLeod.-Salmon-trout in September and October. (p. 121, pt. 11.)
Thomas H. Rethanay.-Whitefish spawn end of October and in November ; salmon-

trout begin to spawn 15th October. (p. 112, pt. IL.)
James Gauley.-Whitefish begin to spawn 25th November and on till 10th

December; salmon-trout, some begin 25th October and end 5th November. (p. 124,
pt. IL.)

Michael Neville.-Whitefish are ripe from 25th November to 20th December;
salmon-trout are ripe 25th September. (p. 125, pt. IL.)

Frank Scott. -Whitefish come to spawn 18th November till 12th December;
salmon-trout begin 5th October, and last three weeks. (p. 126, pt. II.)

James Glanville-Whitefish spawn all through November; salmon-trout from
15th to 31st October; pickerel spawn lst May. (p. 127, pt. IL.)

Peter Calgiosgie (Indian).--Whitefish spown whole of November; salmon-trout
begin 15th October and on till 15th November. (p. 129, pt. II.)

MESHES OF GILL-NETS.

Another matter referred to the Commission was to inquire into the sizes of the
meshes of gill-nets, &c.

On this subject a large amount of testimony was obtained from fishermen and
other persons interested. It was found that a diversity of opinion existed amongst
fishermen; but where an independent and intelligent disposition was shown by persons
who were desirous of maintaining the fisheries and upholding the fishing industry in
which they were engaged, it was admitted that the meshes of gill and other nets were
too small and had resulted in the destruction of vast numbers of undersized and im-
mature fish. Evidence was given (p. 172, Part I. of Report) that the reducing of the
size of the gill-net mesh under the "Fisheries Aci " from 5 inches to 4½ and 4 inches, had
resulted most disastrously to the salmon-trout and whitefish fisheries in the lakes. By
the use of this reduced-sized mesh, the standard of the fish had become lowered in the
markets, both as regarding quality and price. In addition to this there was an evident
falling off (p. 233, Part I.) in the quantities to be taken from the catch of former years.
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The conclusion arrived at by the Commission regarding the mesh of gill-nets was as
is shown in the Report, Part Il., page xxxi. in division 8-which is repeated here for
more ready reference in this Review-as follows :-

" Further evidence had been obtained from practical fishermen and fish dealers
relating to 41-inch extension mesh used in gill-nets for capturing white fish and salmon-
trout. This evidence may be condensed as follows:-

"Should the present 4tinch mesh be enlarged in size, a number of fishermen will
be somewhat affected by it, in consequence of not being permitted to catch the smaller,
under-sized and immature fih : and on the other hand unless the 4ý-inch mesh is con-
demned and the 5-inch mesh re-established as the regular minimum size, whitefish and
salmon-trout will in a few years become extinct, and the public will be deprived of that
valuable fish food."

The arguments in favour of re-establishing the former 5-inch mesh limit are very
strong, if the consideration be in the line of conserving the salmon-trout and whitefish
fisheries of the great lakes.

It will be observed that a large number of fishermen, when giving their testimony,
stated that, since the lowering of the size of the gill-net mesh to 41 from 5 inches, a
marked falling off had been experienced in the size of the fish which were put on the
market, and it was also held by many that the quantity and quality of the fish had also
been lowered-from the fact of such great numbers of small, undersized and immature
fish which had been taken in these reduced meshes.

These smaller sized fish being more tender and delicate in their nature than the
larger and more matured ones, do not stand the packing and shipping process nearly
so well; the result of which is that the smaller fish have to pass as number 2, with a
consequent reduced price in the market.

Not only does the fisherman experience this direct loss in the value of the fish he
captures, but he is also by the use of this small mesh, catching and destroying very
great numbers of undersized trout, and whitefish which are immature, and therefore
non-productive for the maintenance of their species ; whereas by the use of the 5-inch
mesh many thousands of these smaller fish would, by getting another year's growth,
attain the necessary size, and reach maturity for laying millions upon millions of eggs,
by which the fisheries would be husbanded in a very much greater degree than can
possibly be the case from the use of this 4t-inch mesh, which the fishermen themselves
say " has brought down the quality, quantity and\size of the fish now taken, as com-
pared with former years."

The following condensed testimony of witnesses, with their names, and pages, is
given in support of re-establishing the 5-inch mesh for gill-nets for trout and whitefish.

SUMMARY OF THE EVIDENCE.

As to the number of fishermen using and recommending the size of meshes in gill-nets
is as follows:-

For the 4ý-inch mesh 48 used or recommended it; for the 41-inch mesh 22 used or
recommended it; for the 5-inch mesh 34 used or recommended it; for the 5*inch mesh
18 used or recommended it; for the 6-inch mesh 17 used or recommended it; for the
7-inch mesh 3 used or recommended it.

The following were some of the remarks made by some of the substantial fisher-
men :-

"Now use 4þinch mesh, formerly 44-inch ; 5 to 5j for fall fishing." (p. 9 6,,pt. .)
"Last two years used 41-inch, before that 5-inch and 4jinch." (p. 106, pt. I.)
"The 5inch mesh should be the standard for whitefish and trout." (p. 163, pt. I.)
"The 4finch mesh is too small, 5-inch shoulq be adopted-the 41-inch has reduced

the quantity and quality of fish, it catches too many small immature fish." (p. 172, pt. I.)
"Neyer uses less than 4-inch rpesh."
"There should be a uniform mesh of not less than 5 inches." (p. 178, pt. I.)
"The reduction of .mesh from 5 inches to 4½ was not beneficial to the fisbery

becease it took fish before they were mature. " (p. 209, pt. I.)

A. 1893
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" Do not like the small mesh, uses 6-inch mesh; the 4 and 4¾-inch mesh is in-
jurious to fishermen and fish dealers, and destroys too many small fish before matur-
ity." (p. 227, pt. I.)

"There should not be less than 5-inch mesh, the decline is caused by too small
meshes." (p. 230, pt. I.)

" The regulation mesh should not be less than 5-inch; the falling off is caused bytoo small meshes." (p. 233, pt. I.)
" The size of the mesh for salmon-trout and whitefish should be 5j to 6 inches."

(p. 236, pt. I.)
"The 41-inch mesh takes too many amall fish, should be 5 to 51." (p. 241, pt. I.)
"Uses 4j to 6-inch mesh, the 6-inch mesh pays best." (p. 257, pt. I.)
"Uses 4¾-inch mesh for small fishing, and 6-inch for fall fishing." (p. 259, pt. I.)
"The 41-inch mesh is used, but it should be 5-inch, a less size will take immature

fish, both trout and whitefish; less than 5 inches takes a great many No. 2 fish, which
sells for half the price of No. 1 fish." (p. 261, part I.)

" A 5-inch mesh sho'uld be used to keep up the fishing, under that will kill im-
mature fish." (p. 262, pt. I.)

"Quantities of small fish are brought to the market caught with too small meshes
in nets." (p. 290, pt. I.)

" The 41-inch mesh is too small, it catches half grown fish before they are mature;
4Î or 5-inch is right size mesh." (p. 293, pt. 1.)

" The mesh should be nothing less than 5 inches, the 41-inch meshes catches too
small fish to be marketable." (p. 298, pt. I.)

" The mesh is too small, many small fish come from Lake Superior fishermen.
(p. 316, part J.)

" The mesh was reduced from 5 inches to 4j and now takes the smaller fish. (p. 97,
pt. II.)

" Fishes a large 5-inch mesh for trout in the fall, and a 4-inch mesh for smaller
fish." (p. 124, pt. II.)

" The fish have (allen off in size; used a 44-inch mesh formerly, now uses 4-inch
mesh. (p. 126, Pt. II.)

" In former years used 5-inch meshes, since using the 4½-inch mesh, catch more
fish but smaller ones; the fish have greatly fallen off." (p. 126, pt. II.)

CONDENSED EVIDENCE REGARDING SIZE OF MESH IN GILL-NETS.

H. E. Ansley, Port Dover.-Says fishes 3¾ and 4-inch mesh herrings. (p. 3, pt. I.)
W. D. Bates, Rondeau.-Says uses 3-inch mesh in gil-nets; catch whitefish 14

pounds, and herring. (p. 34, pt. .1)
C. W. Gauthier, Windsor.-Uses 5 to 5þinch mesh for salmon-trout; 4Î to 5-inch

mesh for whitefish. (p. 74, pt. I.)
Sarnia.

John Laing, Port Huron, uses 4¾ and 5-inch and 5-inch mesh for trout (p. 85,
Pt. II.)

Goderich.

Capt. John Craigie, Goderich.-Uses 41-inch mesh, for whitefish and saimon-trout;
2-inch mesh for herring; a 1i-incly whitefish would go through 4½ mesh. (p. 89, pt. J.)

James Clark, Goderich-Uses now 4-inch mesh, formerly used 5 and 5-inch mesh
in September and October-trout and whitefish. (p. 97, pt. I.)

Gill-nets, @oderich.

James Insk8ter, Goderich.--Last yearor two used 44-inch mesh before that time used
5 and 4î for salmon-trout and whitefish; fish 2 pounds and under will pass through 4(
mesh ; use 24, 2¾ mesh for herring. (p. 106, pt. L)

Q
10c*-BB



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 10C*.)

W. W. Ball, Goderich.-Says 5 and 5î mesh is used for whitefish and trout.
(P. 113, Pt. I.)

Malcolm MfcDonald, Goderich-Uses 4ý mesh for salmon-trout and whitefish; l-
inch fish will pass through this. (p. 118, pt. 1.)

Donald McAulay, Southampton.-4k to 5-inch mesh in summer for 2 pound fish;
5½ to 6-inch mesh in the fall, for 2 pound fish; trout and whitefish. (p. 128, pt. I.)

Mdcolm McKenzie, Southampton.-Uses 4* to 5-inch mesh in summer for 3-inch
fish ; 5j to 6-inch mesh in fall for 7-inch fish; trout and whitefish. (p. 135, pt. J.)

Daniel McAulay, Southampton.-Uses 4j to 5-inch mesh in summer; 51 to 6-inch
mesh in fall or larger 6sh, salmon-trout and whitefish. (p. 143, pt. I.)

Finlay McLennan, Southampton.-Uses 4½ to 5-inch mesh for trout and whitefish.
(p. 147, part I.)

Dougal McAulay, Southampton.-Uses 4-inch mesh summer fish; 5j to 6-inch
mesh, fall fish, breeding fish, trout and whitefish. (p. 152, pt. I.)

Owen Sound.

Donald McDonald, Owen Sound.-Uses 4î and 4tinch; summer catch, 24 to 5þ_
inch ; the fali, 2Finch ; trout and whitefish.

Edward Dunn, Owen Sound.-5-inch should be standard for whitefish and trout.
(p. 161, Pt. I.)

John McKenzie, Owen Sound.-Uses 5-inch mesh. (p. 166, pt. 1.)

Meaford.

James Pilgrim, Meaford.-Fishes salmon-trout and whitefish. Uses 41-inch mesh
in summer; uses 51-inch mesh in fall. A fish 1 pounds and under will get through
4þ-inch mesh. (p. 167, pt. I.)

G. P. McIntosh, Meaford.-Fishes for salmon-trout and whitefish. Uses 41-inch
mesh for summer fishing ; 5 to 5*-inch mesh for fall. A 5-inch mesh should be aJopted
all round. A 4þinch mesh means reducing the quality and quantity of fish. (p. 172,
pt. I.)

John Nelson, Meaford.-41-inch mesh for salmon-trout and whitefish in summer;
5 to 5-inch mesh in the fall. (p. 178, pt. I.)

John McCrae, Meaford.-Never use less than 4finch mesh. A two pound fish and
under might go through this. A two pound fish would not be mature ; trout and white-
fish. (p. 186, pt. I.)

Adam H. Stephen, Meaford.-5-inch mesh should be the uniform mesh for trout
and whitefish. (p. 177, pt. I.)

Collingwood.

George Knight, Collingwood.-Uses 4j to 5-inch mesh, summer, and 5 and 5*-inch
mesh in autumn; trout and whitefish. (p. 195, pt. I.)

Norman Saunders, Collingwood.-A 4j and 5-inch mesh is about right. The 5½
inch mesh is used at spawning time of trout and whitefish. (p. 292, pt I.)

Wm. A. Clark, Collingwood.-41-inch mesh is now used, formerly it was 5-inch
mesh. This reduction was a great mistake, because the 4-inch mesh takes immature
and too small fish, carloads of young fish are thrown away. (p. 209, pt. I.)

Capt. McGrregor, Collingwood.-4½ to 5-inch mesh are used, some 5½ inches; trout
and whitefish. . (p. 221, pt. I.)

Midland.

Albert Hutchins, Midland.-Uses 4¾ to 4finch meshes for gill-nets; small mesh
nets are injurious to fishermen, they destroy too many small fish. Trout and whitefish.
(p. 227, pt. I.)

Chas. W. Phillips,.Midland.-A 5-inch mesh no less should be used, a smaller
mesh will ruin the fishery. (p. 230, pt. I.)

RL
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Samuel Fraser, Midland.-4k to 5-inch meshes used; too small meshes cause the
falling off in fishing. (p. 231, pt. I.)

James A. Smith, Midland.-5q to 6-inch should be the right sized mesh for trout
and whitefish. (p. 236, pt. I.)

John Yates, Midland, fisherman.-Uses 4j mesh and take too small fish, 4Î mesh is
a proper size, 5½ should be used in the fall. (p. 241 pt. I.)

Capt. S. Whartman, Midland.-Uses 41 to 5-inch in summer, 5j to 6 in fall; big
trout and whitefish. (p. 244, pt. I.)

Wm. J. Hodgins, Midland.-Uses 4* to 4-inch mesh in summer, 5 to 6-inch in
the fall for big trout and whitefish. (p. 247, pt. I.)

W. W. Church, Midland.-Uses 41-inch mesh for trout and whitefish. (p. 250, pt. I.)
Charles Hill, Midland.-The mesh used is 6 inches, for trout and whitefish. (p.

254, pt. I.)
William Gerow, Midland.-Uses 4¾-inch mesh, for trout and whitefish; a 2 pound

trout and under will pass through this mesh. (p. 255, pt. I.)
Joseph Cunningham, Midland.-Uses 4¾ to 6-inch mesh at same time-the 6-inch

mesh pays best-uses the 6-inch mesh in October for big trout and whitefish. (p.
257, pt. I.)

Archibald Campbell, Midland.-Uses 4¾inch mesh for small fishing, also 6-inch
mesh in fall fishing; mature trout and whitefish. (p. 259, pt. I.)

Thos. H. Elliott, Sault St. Marie.-41-inch mesh is used, but the mesh should not
be less than 5 inches, for less size will take in mature trout and whitefish; less than
5-inch mesh will catch No. 2 fish which sell for only half the price of No. 1. (p. 261,
pt. I.)

Wm. Montgomery, Toronto.-Uses 21 and 2k-inch mesh for ciscoes, also 3 and 3
inchs later on in summer. (p. 281, pt. 1.)

Hector McDonald, Toronto.-Uses 2k and 2¾-inch meshes in gill-nets for ciscoes
and herrings. (p. 286, pt. I.)

Michael Doyle, Toronto.-Small meshes have ruined this class of fish for our mar-
kets; whitefish the size of herring are caught and sold-fish unfit for market. (p.
287, pt. I.)

D. W. Post, Toronto.-4½-inch mesh is too small, it takes half grown; 4î not yet
mature, this is for trout and whitefish; or 5-inch mesh is the right one to be used ; 3
inch mesh should be used for herring and ciscoes. (p. 292, pt. I.)

Horatio I. Bray, Toronto.-A 5-inch mesh should be used; 4j is too small, and
very small fish which are unsaleable; 3-inch mesh for herring; nothing less; herring
and ciscoes are unsaleable; many are thrown away, being caught with too small meshes
they are unmarketable. (p. 297, pt. I.)

Hamilton.

Doniel McGuinn, Hamilton.-5-inch for whitefish; 7-inch for trout. (p. 30a, pt. I.)
William Depew, Hamilton.-5-inch; also used 6 and 7 for trout and whitefish.

(p. 308, pt. I.)
Jonathan Carey, Hamilton.-Uses 2î mesh for herring and ciscoes. (p. 312, pt. I.)
John Davis, Hamilton, fish-dealer.-Meshes are altogether too mail; all fish are

getting down small ; the mesh is too small; k-lb. trout and whitefish are sent here from
the upper lakes. (p. 316, pt. I.)

Frederick Carey, Hamilton.-Uses 5k and 6-inch mesh for trout and whitefish; 2¾
for herring and ciscoe; these fish have fallen off very much. (p. 320, pt. I.)

Bay oj Quinté.

Thomas Howard, Belleville.-Uses 4j mesh for whitefish. (p. 42, pt. II.)
James Pollard, Napanee.-Uses 41-inch mesh for whitefish and pickerel; 3i-inch

for herring. (p. 32, pt. IL.)
James Sharpe, Napanee.-Uses 3¾ and 4j mesh for pike and pickerel.. (p. 35, pt. 1.)

S
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Nelson Instant, Amherst Island.-Use 4j mesh for whitefish; 7-inch for salmon.
(p. 40, pt. 11.)

Thos. Howard, Bath.-Uses 41-inch mesh for whitefish. (p. 44, pt. II.)
Thomas Vanarder, Napanee.-Uses 4j and 6þinch for whitefish and pickerel.

Port Arthur.

W. C. Dobbie, Port Arthur.-Uses 4) to 5-inch mesh for smaller fish; 5 to 6-inch
mesh in the fall for full-grown trout and whitejish. (P. 50, pt. IL.)

John Maloney, Port Arthur.-Uses 4¾ mesh for gill-nets, trout and whitefish.
(p. 55, pt. II.)

Henry Servais, Port Arthur.-Uses 4¾ mesh; 4j and 5 in December; 6-inch mesh,
fall fishing; trout and whitefish. (p. 59, pt. IL.)

J. J. Nutall, Port Arthur.-Uses 4¾ gill-nets; trout and whitefish. (p. 68, pt. II.)
Thomas Swain, Thessalon.-Uses 4j, 4¾ mesh for whitefish, trout and pickerel.

(p. 77, pt. II.)
Laurie King, Thessalon.-Uses 4¾ and 5-inch mesh ; 4½ is too small. (p. 77, pt. Il.>
Stephen Fourchette, Thessalon.-Uses 4j 4¾ inch gill-nets; trout and whitefish.

(p. 83, pt. Il.)
James Noble, Gore Bay.-Uses 4þinch mesh ; gill-nets ; trout and whitefish. (p. 92,

pt. II.)
Thomas Boyton, Killarney.-Uses 41-inch gill-nets in summer; 5-inch gill-nets in

fall; mature trout and whitefish. (p. 94, pt. 11.)
James Noble, Killarney.-A 5-inch mesh is not so profitable; 41-inch mesh will take

more small fish. (p. 97, pt. II.)
George Larouche, Killarney.-Uses 4¾, 4 and 5-inch in gill-nets; trout and white-

fish. (p. 104, pt. II.)
Joseph Rocque, Killarney.-Uses 4þinch mesh ; if 5-inch mesh, requires two years'

notice. (p. 105, pt. II.)
Adolphus Martin, Killarney.-Uses 41-inch mesh ; two years should be granted.

(p. 107, pt. II.)
Wm. Kimball, Sault Ste. Marie.-Uses 41-inch mesh ; 4¾-inch would be fair; 5-inch

mesh a little too big. (p. 112, pt. II.)
Joseph Gauley, Sault Ste. Marie.-Uses 4+inch mesh and nets; trout and white-

fish. (p. 114, pt. IL.)
Angus McLeod, Sault Ste. Marie.-Uses 4-inch and 4¾-inch mesh in his nets;

trout and whitefish. (p. 117, pt. IL.)
James Garratt, Sault Ste. Marie.-Used 5-inch mesh in Lake Huron; fish smaller

here; trout and whitefish. (p. 118, pt. IL.)
Wm. McLeod, Sault Ste. Marie.-Uses 4¾-inch mesh, just as good as 41-inch;

5-inch mesh a little too large. (p. 121, pt. II.)
T. H. Nethanay, Sault Ste. Marie.-Uses 41-inch mesh; all right if adhered to.

ýp. 122, Pt. II.)
James Gauley, Sault Ste. Marie.-Uses 4j and 4¾-inch mesh for whitefish and

small bass. (p. 124, pt. II.)
Michael Neville, Sault Ste. Marie.-Uses 4-inch mesh; fish fallen off in size and

numbers. (p. 125, pt. Il.)
Frank Scott, Sault Ste. Marie.-Used 5-inch mesh formerly; now use 4j inch aa

it wil catch smaller fish; fish are decreasing. (p. 126, pt. II.)
John Sullivan, Thessalon.-Uses 4-inch mesh in gill-nets. (p. 80, pt. II.)

MESHES FOR POUND-NETS.

No special reference was made in the instruotions to the Commission to investigate
pound-net matters. The commissioners, however, in making their general inquiries,
obtained evidence regarding pound-nets and their meshes.

T
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It was found that the pound-net mesh in use in Lake Erie was very small indeed,
being used in the capture of whitefish, herring and blue pickerel, the two last named
fishes are very numerous in that lake, as compared with whitefish; the whitefish by over-
fishing at improper times had become so greatly reduced as to have induced the fisher-
men to use a smaller mesh to catch herring and pickerel, the result of which has been
that small and immature whitefish have been largely taken, many of which, according
to the evidence, had been wasted, buried on sore, or otherwise destroyed, as they were
undersized and unmarketable fish.

The difficulty now arises as to which of these fish-the whitefish, or herring and
blue pickerel, are to be protected by department regulations as regards size of meshes
in the pots of pound-nets.

In former years the whitefish were considered the great staple fish in Lake Erie, as
they were the most valuable for all purposes both in the local and American markets.

By the use of these small meshed pound-nets killing such great numbers of small
immature fish; and the almost general fishing in November the spawning month for
whitefish, these fish once so very numerous in Lake Erie had becomie so diminished in
numbers as to turn the general attention of the fishermen almost wholly to capturing
the herring and blue pickerel. This has brought about a common saying with fisher-
men, and Iish dealers that " Lake Erie is not now a whitefish lake, it has become a
herring and pickerel lake " and he must therefore reduce the size of his mesh in pound-
nets to catch these fish. Whilst the former mesh took the full-sized herring and blue
pickerel of î and 1 pound, it also took the young immature whitefish. Thus it will be
seen that the combined desires of the fishermen to take whitefish, herring and blue
pickerel in the same mesh in the pound-net formerly, has resulted in changing Lake
Erie, as the fishermen themselves say, " f rom a whitefish fishery into a herring and
blue pickerel fishery." And now with the same grasping propensity to take every flsh,
irrespective of size, these fishermen seek to use a still further reduced mesh in their
pound-nets, in order to increase their catch and numbers, by capturing the smaller and
immature herring and pickerel. The result of which will be in the end to make Lake
Erie neither a whitefish ßfshery, nor a herring and blue pickerel fishery.

Should the authorities, now knowing and sadly experiencing the fate of the white-
fish fishery in Lake Erie, allow the avaricious fishermen, with the unpatriotic influences
so largely advanced in his favour, to destroy the herring and blue pickerel fisheries in
Lake Erie, it will make void for the public generally, a national source of food, byunnecessarily granting privileges to an almost infinitesimally small body of fishermen
as compared with the rest of the population, and the result will be for the inhabitants
disastrous.

With a close perusal of the appended summary of evidence obtained relating to
the meshes in pound-nets in Lake Erie, it will be found, that of the twenty-eight wit-
nesses who gave testimony regarding the meshes of pound-nets. In Lake Erie, eight of
them used 3-inch meshes, and sixteen used 2-inch meshes in the pots of the pound-nets:
-Of the sixteen using 2-inch meshes, thirteen of them state as follows about tne 2-inch
mesh -

1. "Very destructive to small immature fish." (p. 6 to 8, pt. I.)
2. "Catch some small fish mostly herring, some whitefish." (p. 26, pt. I.)
3. "Half a pound is the average of fish caught." (p. 17, pt. I.)
4. "Lifted considerable number of immature fish, buried half a ton at a time."

(p. 21, pt. I.)
5. "Have buried not more than haif a ton small fish in a season." (p. 21, pt. I.)
6. "Only less than a quarter pound fish can get through." (p. 29, pt. I.)
7. "Took great number of immature herring and whitefish." (p. 25. pt. J.)
8. "Catch small whitefish, herring and bass, only four and five inches long."

(p. 32, pt. I.)
9. " Catch immature whitefish." (p. 44, pt. I.)
10. " Has seen small fish thrown away and buried in June and July." (p. 36, pt. I.)
11. " Has heard repeatedly that large quantities of small fi8h are thrown away."

(p. 38, pt. J.)
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12. "Catch small herring and bass, six and seven inches long, they are cast over-
board." (p. 68, pt. I.)

13. " Have known two and three tons of snall fish taken out of nets-majority
buried." (p. 8, pt. I.)

LAKES HURON AND SUPERIOR.

The following is said in evidence regarding pound-net meshes in Lakes Huron and
Superior:-

14. " Uses 2Î-inch mesh in pots for pickerel, whitefish, trout and herring. This
will let half pound whitefish through. One pound salmon-trout may get through."
(p. 85, pt. I.)

15. "The 4-inch mesh should be used in pots." (p. 113, pt. 1.)
16. "The mesh of pots in pound-nets should be the same as gill-nets." (p. 161, pt. I.)
17. "The 4j to 4jinch mesh is the right one in pots of pound-nets." (p. 207, pt. I.)
18. "Should be 4½-inch mesh in, the pots of pound-nets, the 2j to 2Ï-inch mesh

will catch a great number of small immature whitefish and salmon-trout·" (p. 263, pt. I,)
19. " A 5-inch mesh should be used in pound-nets, it will take the large fish and let

"the small ones out." (p. 298, pt. I.)
20. " Uses 4-inch mesh in pots of pound-nets." (p. 77, pt. II.)
21. " Uses 4-inch mesh in pots of pound-nets." (p. 79, pt. Il.)
22. " Uses 4-inch mesh in pots of pound-nets." (p. 80, pt. II.)
23. "Uses 4-inch mesh in pots of pound nets." (p. 82, pt. IL.)
24. "Uses 4-inch mesh in pots of pound-nets." (p. 83, pt. II.)
25. "A 4-inch mesh in pots should be ussd." (p. 92, pt. ii.)
26. "The 4-inch mesh in pots of pound-nets is right." (p. 97, pt. IL.)
27. "Uses 4-inch mesh in pound-nets." (p. 104, pt. Il.)
28. " Uses 4-inch mesh for pots for trout and whitefish.' (p. 127, pt. ir.)
Regarding the size of meshes in pound-net pots in use in Lakes Huron and Superior

the general size admitted to be in use by the fishermen was much larger than in Lake
Erie. In summing up the evidence:

The testimony was that 16 used 4-inch mesh.
The testimony was that 3 used 4½-inch mesh.
The testimony was that 2 used 4finch mesh.
Some of the testiinony was that the 4j or 4¾-inch mesh was the right size mesh for

the pots of pound-nets.
As matters stand at present in the department, there is no Order in Council to

regulate pound-nets, or the meshes to be used in them. There was a circular however,
issued on January 9th, 1894, stating that the meshes in the pots of pound-nets, shall
be from 2 to 2 inches " extension measure." This could only take effect f rom January
1894; whereas all the evidence regarding meshes in pound-nets referred to in these
pages is in relation to pound-nets previous to 1894, when the regulation mesh for
the pound-net was 4 inches and 4 inches.

From the destructive character of the 2 and 2jinch mesh in pound-nets as shown
by the testimony of the fishermen using them, it would appear almost imperative for
the department to establish by an Order in Council, some proper mesh that would stop
the evident destruction of small and immature fish now going on, by the use of the 2
or 2.;-inch mesh which is permitted by some misconception under the circular of Janu-
ary, 1894.

The testimony abbreviated from the minute in the general report of the Ontario
Commission, giving the names and places is hereto appended, in so far as relates to the
pound-net question.
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POUND-NETS.

CONDENSED EVIDENCE REGARDING SIZE OF MESH IN POUND-NETS.

Lake Erie.

Frank Jackson, Port Dover.-Says the 2-inch mesh in pound-nets has been very
destructive to small immature fish, a 3-inch mesh should be the proper size; have seen
tons weight of these small fish caught and thrown away. (p. 6, pt. I.)

James Low, Port Dover.-Says 3-inch should be the mesh for herring. (p. 16, pt. I.)
George F. Allan, Port Dover.-Says a 3-inch mesh for gill-nets for herring." (p. 9,

pt. I.)
Captain J. S. Allan, Port Dover.-Says a 2-inch mesh in nets for herring. (p. 11, pt. I.)
Crosby Morgan, Port Dover.-Says a 2-inch mesh in pound-nets and 3-inch in

gill nets. (p. 12, pt. I.)
W. F. Tibbetts, Port Dover.-Says use 2-inch mesh in pots-a 3-inch mesh would

do very well, it would let out the littie fish and keep the big fish in. (p. 14, pt. I.
William Backhouse, Durham.-Says he uses 2-inch mesh in pot of pound-net;

catches some small fish, mostly herring, some whitefish. (p. 26, pt. J.)
I. E. Ansley, Port Dover.-Fishes 2 and 3-inch mesh in pots of pound-nets. (p. 3,

pt. I.)
William Emery, Port Burwell.-Says he uses 2-inch mesh in pots-lifted consider-

able numbers of immature fish-have buried half a ton at a time. (p. 23, pt. I.)
C. C. Bates, Clear Creek.-Says he uses 2-inch mesh in pots; J-inch is the average

size of fish caught. (p. 17, pt, I.)
A. C. Brown, Port Stanley.-Says he used a 2-inch mesh in pots-have buried

not more than a i-ton a season of small fish. ·(p. 21, pt. J.)
Captain John Ellison, Port Stanley.-Says he uses 2-inch mesh in pot-only less

than i-inch fish will pass through. (p. 29. pt. J.)
Daniel Lang, Aldboro'.-Says he uses 2-inch mesh in pots -some years ago took

great numbers of immature herring and whitefish. (p. 25, pt. I.)
W. H. Black, Kingsville.-Says he uses 2-inch mesh in pots-catches small white-

fish, herring, pickerel and bass that is 4 and 5 inches long. (p. 32, pt. J.)
W. D. Bates, Rondeau.-Uses 2-inch mesh in pots; catches whitefish 14 ibs. ; this

size is an immature fish; we get no fish under 6 inches in length; under that pass
through. (p. 34, p, I.)

Wm. Grubb, Pt. Pelee.-Says 2--inch in pots should be the smallest mesh.
Ira Loujp, Kingsville.-Says use 2-inch mesh in pots; has seen small fish thrown

away and buried in June and July. (p. 36, pt. I.)
Gilbert Delaurier, Leamington.-Says uses 2 inch in pots; have repeatedly heard

that large quantities of small fish being thrown fway as useless. (p. 38, pt, J.)
John Delaurier, Windsor.-Size of mesh in pots, 21 inches; a j-lb. whitefish and

herring may pass through. (p. 46, pt. I.)
J. W. Post, Leamington.-Says uses 2-inch mesh in pots and 2j.
John A. Benton, Kent, County.-Uses 2-inch mesh in pots; catches small herring

and bass, 6 or 7 inches long and puts them overboard. (p. 67, pt. I.)
C. 1. Gauthier, Windsor.-Uses 2 to 2þinch mesh in pots. (p. 74, pt. I.)
John Laing. Port Huron.-Catches pickerel, whitefish, trout, herring, sturgeon

use 2¾ mesh in pots of pound-nets this mesh will let whitefish of ý lb. through ; salmon-
trout of 1 lb. and under will get through. (p. 85, pt. I.)

W. V. Ball, Goderich.-Says a 4-inch mesh should be used in pots. (p. 113, pt. I
Edward Dunn, Owen Sound.-The mesh of pound-nets should be pretty much the

same ar gill-nets. (p. 161, pt. J.)
W. A. Clark, Collingwood.- 4 ý to 4¾ mesh is right for pots of pound nets. (p. 207,

pt. I.)
Thos. H. Elliott, Sault Ste. Marie.-2½ to 34 mesh are used; should be 44 in the

pots at least : the present 2 to 3¾ will catch a grcat number of small immature fish.
(p. 263, pt. I.)
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Toronto.

Horatio J. Bray, Toronto.-5-inch should be used in pound-nets; the large fish
would be taken, the smaller would escape. (P. 298, pt. 1.)

Port Arthur.

John Maloney, Port Arthur.-Uses 3i-inch mesh in pots in Lake Superior. (p. 55,
pt. II.)

J. J. Nutall, Port Arthur.-Uses 3¾ and 4-inch in pots. (p. 68, pt. II.)
Thos. Suain, Thessalon.-Uses 4-inch mesh in pots of pound-nets. (p. 77, pt. II.)
Laurie King, Thessalon.-Four inch mesh in pots is large enough. (p. 78, pt. IL.)
Jas. B. Dobbîe, Thessalon.-Uses 4-inch mesh in pots. (p. 79, pt. Il.)
John Sullivan, Thessalon.-Uses 4-inch mesh in pots. (p. 80. pt. JI.)
David Bellerose, Thessalon.-Uses 4-inch mesh in pots of pound-nets. (p. 82, Pt. II.)
Stephen Fourchette, Thessalon.-Uses 4-inch mesh in pound-nets. (p. 83, pt. II)
W. S. Holden, Gore Bay.-Uuses 4-inch mesh in pots (4j too large. (p. 86, p. Il.)
Jhmes Noble, Gore Bay.-Four-inch in pots in pound-nets should be adopted.

(p. 92, Pt. II.)
James Noble, Killarney.-Four-inch mesh for pots in pound-nets is right. (p. 97,

pt. II.)
George Larouche, Killaney,-Uses 4-inch mesh in pots. (p. 104, pt. Il.)
Nelson Couture, Sault Ste. Marie.-Uses 4-inch mesh in pots (a -2-inch trout and

whitefish will escape. (p. 110, pt. IL.)
Joseph Gauley, Sault Ste. Marie.-Uses 4-inch in pots in pound-nets.(p. 114, pt. Il.)
James Glanville, Sault Ste. Marie.-Uses 4-inch mesh in pots for whitefish and

trout. (p. 127, Pt. I.)

PROPOSED RESERVATIONS FOR THE NATURAL BREEDING OF FISH, AND FOR ANGLING
PURPOSES ALSO.

The Commissioners were called upon also to consider the propriety of reserving
grounds for angling and spawning.purposes in the Georgian Bay. Their views are sub-
mitted as follows

Beference being made in the body of the report for the reservation of spawning
grounds in certain localities, the following limits for that purpose were suggested:-
They are somewhat extensive in their limits, the area will take in the narrower parts of
the east and north shores of the Georgian Bay and North Channel, which are studded
with countless small islands, forming innumerable small bays and inlets, to which nearly
all the various species of fishes indigenous to the waters of the Georgian Bay go for
spawning purposes. It may, and no doubt will, be considered by many a somewhat
drastic measure, particularly by those who have been continuously using all kinds of
fishing engines of an illegal character, and killing fish in season and out of season within
these limits. Amongst these numerous groups of islands every facility is afforded for
illicit fishing on the most extended scale, and whilst net fishing of any description is
permitted under the regulations amongst these islands, it will be almost an impossibility
to stop the poaching now so extensively carried on. But if these limits are wholly set
apart as a reservation for spawning grounds of fishes of the various kinds which frequent
these naturally adapted places for their reproduction, and net fishing prohibited therein,
no pretext could be set forth by any one found fishing, or in possession of fish or fishing
gear within these limits, that because he had formerly obtained a license to fish in the
Georgian Bay waters he might also be entitled to fish in these natural spawning grounds
as now proposed to be reserved.

The proposed reserved limits are as follows: Commencing on the shore of Matche-
dash Bay at the south-eastern extremity of Georgian Bay, thence in a north-westerly
line, taking in the easterly shore of the bay with all the islands up to Black Bell Island ;
thence easterly to Point aux Barille ; thence north-westerly in a straight line to the
north side of the main Bustard Islands; thence easterly in a straight line to Fox Island;
thence in a straight line to Killarney-and from Killarney across Fraser's Bay to Point

X
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Mary on Cloche Island ; thence following the north shore of Cloche Island to its extreme
north-western points; thence in a straight line to the south-eastern extremity of Aird's
Island ; thence following the north shores of Aird's Island and John's Island to the
most westerly point of John's Island; thence in a straight line to Bassett Island ; thence
to Sandford Island; thence to the east end and along the north shore of Hennepin
Island to its western point; thence in a line to the extreme end of Thessalon Point.
Ail the waters, bays, inlets and islands east and north of the above described lines and
limits, and reaching to the main land, are hereby recommended to be reserved from any
description of fishing whatever, except for angling purposes only with rod and line, or
trolling, provided that such means of fishing by angling only, shall not be allowed durihg
the periods which are now or may be hereafter set aside as close seasons for the protec-
tion of all or any of the kinds of fish frequenting the waters within these limits proposed
to be reserved.

A reservation for Lake Huron to commence at the south end of French Bay below
Sable River, on the east shore of Lake Huron thence north in a straight line up the
line to Greenough Point, taking in all the waters and Islands between the said line and
the mainland.

On this subject very little information could be obtained from the witnesses
examined. Suggestions were however given by Captain Dunn and others from which
by examining the map or chart of the east and north shores of the Georgian Bay and
North Channel thereof, it will be found that the whole of this coast is studded with
innumerable islands which form immense numbers of bays, inlets, channels and intricate
passages; all of these are the resort of various kinds of fishes for breeding purposes;
and the feeding grounds also of the young of many of the more important commercial
species. These latter kinds when matured roam throughout the water of the Georgian
Bay and Lake Huron for feeding purposes when away from their spawning grounds.

The reservation of the limits which have been described will cover a very large
area of the breeding grounds of the fish which inhabit the Georgian Bay and North
Channel thereof. Within this limit it has been suggested that net fishing of every
description, as well as the use of spears or any other fishing gear, except angling with
rod and line, shall be wholly prohibited. Within this limit angling shall only be
allowed under licenses to be first obtained from the Departmaent of Marine and Fisheries
on the payment of a fee for each rod or troll, with a discrimination in the amount of
the fee as between the British subject and the foreigner.

INJURY TO THE FISHERIES FROM THE EXPORTATION OF SAW-LOGS.

The Commissioners in making their investigations learned that much damage
resulted to the fisheries and fishermen from the towing of saw-logs. Evidence was
therefore taken, and a summary of it is here given.

SYNOPSIS OF EVIDENCE GIVEN THEREON.

James B. Dobie, of Thessalon, said : There is a serious obstacle to the fisheries here
from the rafting of saw-logs across the bay ; another injury is'the loading of vessels
along the shore with pulp wood for the United States; they dump the refuse stuff in
the water, which pollutes the bottom and drives away the fish and destroys the fishing
nets. This is done by American vessels coming here for cargoes of pulp wood ; this is
extensively done all along the shores at the mouths of rivers; this is a general complaint
of fishermen as seriously affecting their nets ; the pulp wood is mostly spruce in the
rough state. It is shipped to Detroit; it is also rafted in some cases. (p. 79, pt. IL.)

David Bellerose, of Thessalon, said: When I fished gill-nets, I lost out of seventy-
five nets thirty-nine from bark and fibre which clung to them in such a manner that I
had to throw them away. This bark and fibre comes from the pine logs which are towed
across the bay; they are towed in large rafts or booms, and when rolling about in these
booms by the action of the water, the bark and fibre is rubbed of and settles upon the nets
and ruins them. This stuff also spoils the breeding and feeding grounds of the fish. It

Y
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ought to be stopped in the interests of the fishermen. This great loss has only been felt
by fishermen since the logs and pulp wood have been taken across the bay to the United
States free. If it is continued our fishermen will be ruined. (p. 82, pt. II.)

Stephen Fourchette, of Thessalon, said : Have fished for thirty years; the saw-log
towing is not injurious here; there was a fishing ground in Massasagua Straits that was
actually ruined, it was at one time a first-class ground; I went to fish there this year,
but got no fish ; the fishing ground was covered with bark which drove the fish away ;
these logs came from the north shore rivers and are towed to Bay City in the Untied
States. I have seen rafts half a mile long by a quarter mile wide, some eighty acres,
principally pine logs ; the bark and fibre are rubbed off by the rolling of the logs together
when being towed, this falls upon the nets and ruins them, so they cannot be fished
again ; these rafts are sometimes anchored on the fishing grounds for three and four
days, during this time they are constantly rolling together, rubbing off .the bark and
fibre wood which sinks to the bottom, folding the fishing grounds and making the nets
useless. (p. 83, pt. II.)

Abraham King, of Thessalon, a fisherman of thirty years, said: A great injury is
felt by fishermen and much damage done to the fisheries by the rafting and floating
of saw-logs across the bays and lake; I have seen twelve sets of gill-nets destroved
by the bark and other stuff which comes off the great tows of logs going to Bay City,
in Michigan, from the Spanish and other rivers on the north channel. The logs are
got out on the north shore, floated down the rivers, and then boomed together and
towed by steam tugs over to Bay City and other American ports. These tows or
booms in some cases will cover a space of five or ten acres and more. These logs keep
constantly rolling together by the action of the water which rubs off the bark and fibre
and stringy parts, it floats about for a while and then sinks and collects on the nets,
tangling them and turning them, the nets cannot be fished or cleaned again, and are
thrown away. It should be the duty of the Government to have the export of saw.
logs in rafts across the fishing grounds stopped. If the Americans want the logs they
should be compelled to take them across our fishing grounds in'tugs or steamboats, and
not float them in rafts or booms. If this is not done another great injury will fail upon
the fisherman and add further to the destruction of the fisheries. (p. 85, pt. IL.)

William W. Holden, of Gore Bay, fished for ten years, said :-The export and
towing of saw logs is becoming most injurious to the fisheries ; the fill-net fishermen
complain most as their nets are injured by the bark and fibre wood; these logs are
towed across the bay in booms by tugs. They travel slowly from one to two miles an
hour; these rafts are very large, some three and four millions of feet. (p. 86, pt. Il.)

Angus Matthewman, of Gore Bay, a fisherman for twenty-five years, said :--There
is great injury done to the fisheries and fishermen from the bark, and fibre wood f rom
the saw logs which are towed across the bays ; these logs came from Whitefish, Spanish,
and Serpent rivers, and are taken to the American side to Bay City, Saginaw and
other places; they are towed during the whole season in rafts from ten to fifteen acres
each, principally pine logs ; when towing these logs roll about and rub off the bark, and
the fibre next to the bark, these settle to the bottom, get into the nets and destroy
them. It hurts the gill-nets most ; whitefish will not stay where this bark and dirty
stuff is. It is destructive to the fisheries in every way; the rafts travel slowly from
one and a half to two miles an hour, during head winds they have to turn back and
take shelter, they are still grinding off the bark all the while; I have experienced this
injury at Saginaw Bay, in the United States, and it is the general opinion of fishermen,
there as well as here, that this log rafting business will ruin the fisheries completely if
it is allowed by the authorities to be continued. (p. 89, pt. IL.)

John Lapointe, of Spanish River, has fished for twenty-five years, said :-Whitefish
and salmon-trout are much scarcer than they were ten years ago; in 1882 I took 100
tons with six nets ; 40 tons would be a large catch now, as by the same number of nets ;
this falling off has been caused in part by too much fishing. The bark from saw-logs
has done great harm. (p. 89, pt. II.)

James Purvis, of Gore Bay, fished all his life, about twenty-four years, said :-We
find the saw-log. business very injurious to the fisheries from the bark and soft wood
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which is rubbed off in towing the logs to the American ports: these rafts are very large,
covering sometimes ten acres and more; the constant rolling caused by the action of
the water, rubs these logs together and grinds off the bark and soft wood which fall to
the bottom, when the currents and winds drive this stuff into the nets making them
worthless. This is a great evil to the fisheries; this bark from the logs does not work
up on the shore. (p. 90, pt. IL.)

James Noble, of Cook's mills, fisherman and fish dealer, twelve years, said :-This
year whitefish are scarcer by reason of the bark and stuff from the saw-log rafts and
booms which seem to drive them away. This stuff also effects the nets and prevents
their catching fish as well. The meshes get clogged up with this refuse, and fish won't
enter them as freely as they otherwise would ; it is next to impossible to get this stuff
off the meshes of the nets, it is actual ruination to the gill-nets. This stuff cornes from
the saw-logs when being towed across the bay; the constant rolling together rubs off
the bark and fibre and causes the damage to the nets; these rafts are very numerous,
the logs come from different rivers on the North Shore, they are put together in large
booms and towed by tugs. They go slowly, they are all sizes, they may be a quarter to
half a mile in length and nearly the same in width; they are taken to Bay City,
United States, this is done since the duty has been taken off logs; it is causing rapid
destruction to the fisheries here and is also keeping thousands of men out of employ-
ment in working in the mills as they are now nearly all closed up ; if this is allowed to
continue the whitefish fishery will be destroyed very soon. (p. 92, pt. II.)

Edward Fourcheau, of Little Current, fisherman for ten years: Whitefish and
salmon-trout have fallen off during my fishing operations ; it is caused by the changed
state of the water, and from the effects of towing saw logs, and pine refuse f rom mills;
the saw-dust has done a great deal of harin, but laterally saw-logs are doing a very
great injury. In towing them across the bay in rafts they roll about from- the action
of the water and the outer and the inner bark is ground off when it becomes water-
soaked and settles to the bottom and catches upon the meshes of the nets, and when
the winds blow it is also stirred about and is washed into the nets ; this, besides de-
stroying the nets, also drives the fish away; some nets become perfectly useless ; a
great many have to be thrown away, the corks and leads are the only parts of the net
that can be saved ; this damage is general in the north channel; these saw-log rafts
will take two tugs to tow them, and are so large as to cover fifty and one hundred acres
of the surface of the bay ; they have to remain some time on account of head winds ; all
this time'the grinding of the bark and sof t parts is going on, this stuff gets water soaked
it wo:1't float to shore, but sinks and becomes distributed all over the bottom, and is
driven into the meshes of the nets ; this damage to the fisheries was not felt in former
years nor before this saw-log towing took place. The taking off the duty off saw-logs
has largely interfered with labour about here, most of the saw-mills are closed up, and
the saw-logs are towed over to the United States. If the duty was put again on the
logs, more saw-mills would be built here to cut up the logs in our own country; Ameri-
can tugs and labour take saw-log rafts across to the United States. (p. 95, pt. II.)

James Noble, of Killarney, engaged in fishing and dealing in fish for seventeen
years, said :-If this excessive fishing goes on, and this new calamity from the saw-log
business is not stopped the fishing industries in the Georgian Bay and north channel
cannot last long; unless some strong measures are brought to bear to protect the fish-
eries, the formerly great fisheries in this section of the province must be soon done
away. The way to remedy these difficulties from the saw-log question is to put an ex-
port duty on the logs, this would stop the great outlet of logs from this section into
the United States; this would also give employment to thousands of Canadian hands,
and open up again the saw mills, which are now shut up; and also stop the great evil
to our fisheries which come from the refuse matter off the saw-logs in their transport
in rafts to the United States ; these rafts cover fifteen and twenty acres, taking two
large steam tugs to tow them, they go very slowly, only from one to two miles an hour.
The logs are continually grinding together, rubbing off the outside and inside bark,
which sinks to the bottom, getting on the nets and destroying both the nets and the
feeding and breeding grounds of our bay fisheries. (p. 97, pt. II.)
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Nelson Harman, of Collingwood, fishing off and on for twenty years, said :-Fish-
ing is greatly injured from the rafting of saw-logs in such great numbers which are now
towed across the lake to the United States. This injury is caused by the outside and
inside bark ground off the logs which forms a sort of stringy substance which
settles upon the nets and clogs up the meshes, making the nets useless. Nothing
will clear this stuff off the nets except pushing off the particles with your fingers ;
this causes so much expense and time as to make it better to throw the nets away
and get new ones; this rafting is very great, they are towed by tugs, covering 4, 5 and
more acres. Their motion in the water works off the outer and inner bark which settles
to the bottom, and besides injuring the nets it also destroys the fishing grounds by
,driving the fish away ; this log difficulty has been noticed by me some years, but only
these in small spots caused by the local towing of logs for home work, of some saw-mills,
but since the duty has been taken off logs, this evil has grown to great magnitude and
threatens the fishing industry most seriously; the rafts are generally towed by two large
tugs, which are owned by Americans. The nets would last about two years before this
bark difficulty came up, but now the whole net will only last one year with this stuff.
The rafting of these saw-logs across to the United States employs hardly any Canadian
hands. The United States dealers bring their men and tugs with them ; if these logs
were sawn in our own mills in our own country a large number of Canadian workmen
would be employed. As it is, these mills are shut up and this labour to our people is
lost; many of our former mill hands now follow these logs to the United States to work
in the mills there.

George Larouche, of Little Current, fisherman for seven years, said :--The towing
of saw-logs is destructive to the nets and the fishery, but this did not occur in Mudge
Bay, it is felt.in the North Channel and in Georgian Bay; the bark and the rind next
to the bark is ground off by the rolling and rubbing of the logs together when towing.
This stuff falls to the bottom and catches on the meshes of the nets, it is most injurious ;
these rafts cover surface area of as much as ten acres at a time; since this
injury to the fishery by saw-logs has taken place, I do not know where the fish have
been driven to, it is certainly a great injury to the fishermen. The rafting of logs did
not exist here some time ago, it is only since the duty was taken off logs. (p. 104, pt. II.)

Joseph Rocque, a fisherman of 14 years' experience, said :-The present rafting and
towing of saw-logs, which easts off the bark and rubbish, has had the tendency to injure
and reduce the catch of fish and to destroy the nets; I have had my nets destroyed by
the bark and soft woods inside, which is rubbed off these logs when being towed; some
of these rafts are about three-quarters of a mile long, some of them when boomed will
cover 3 or 4 acres. Before this rafting commenced the nets were not injured, but now
the nets become useless and are destroyed for fishing purposes; if this rafting goes on
the fisheries will become almost ruined. The feeding as well as the breeding ground of
the fish are most seriously injured by this stuff. (p. 105, pt. II.)

Adolphus Martin, fishing in Georgian Bay and at Killarney for 6 years, said:
Whitefish and salmon-trout have fallen off at the present to what they were in former
years caused by the injury derived from saw-logs being towed over the lake covering
the spawning ground with bark, and the small wood next the bark which is ground off
by the rolling of the logs together while being towed by American tugs; these logs
come from all parts of the Georgian Bay and are towed to the American side ; the bark
and stuff ground off settles on the feeding and breeding grounds of the fish, and col-
lects on the nets; this drives the fish away and starves them of their feeding places, so
that they carinot be caught here as they used to be. I lost seven pieces of net last
season with this stuff getting fastened to the meshes and making the nets useless. I
lost 300 yards of net, other fishermen lost nets in the same way ; the rafts are quite
numerous and very large, sometimes covering five acres sqaure, at other times î to 1 mile
long; they are towed by tugs about 2 miles an hour. They are sometimes delayed by
winds and shelter in bay or behind islands; all this time the rubbing and grinding is
going on, and the bark and soft parts setele to the bottom, it won't drift on shore, it
gets water soaked and sinks; this rafting has been going on for past 6 years, but more
largely of late; this was not done much before the duty was taken off saw-logs; this
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sending the logs to the United States does great harm to the working people, as the
saw-mill owners have shut down, that stopping a great trade here; the Government
should take early steps to stop this evil which is doing so much harm to the fisheries
and the fishermen, and to the inhabitants generally ; this is the general opinion amongst
all fishermen and the public on the North Shore. (p. 107, pt. Il.)

Nelson Couture, of Spanish River, a fisherman for 22 years, said :-Whitefish are
more scarce than they were : the water has become dirty and their feeding grounds are
injured f rom the bark and fibre wood ground off the logs that are rafted across the bay ;
these rafts will cover 10, 15 and 20 acres of water; they are towed about 1 mile an
hour, all this time the logs work and rub together grinding off the bark, and sappy
wood parts in great quantities which settles to the bottom-spoiling the feeding ground
of the fish, and lodging in the meshes of the nets, destroying them. This log rafting
has been going on for some 5 years, and is increasing every year very largely, and
destroying the nets of a great number of fishermen; these logs come down all the rivers
and are rafted and towed across to the United States. (p. 110, pt. IL.)

James Glanville, of Sault Ste. Marie, fisherman for years, said :-Bark and the soft
wood on the logs which has been found to be very plentiful in the water, since the
exportation of saw-logs has taken place, is injurious; this stuff rubs off by the
motion of the logs while being towed across the bay to the United States. The rafts
are very large and great damage is done to the meshes of the nets; it is much more
injurious to gill-nets than pound-nets; if these logs are allowed to be towed over our
waters this difficulty will increase, and the prospects for the fisheries in the future will
not be very encouraging to the fishermen. (p. 127, pt IL.)

P. Sullivan aud Sons, of Spanish Station, write as follows:-In regard to the
number of rafts which left here this summer of 1893, there was two hundred and ten
million logs came down the Spanish River; out of that there were about 30,000,000
manufactured in this district, and there are still on hand about 20,000,000 rafted up in
store-booms, to leave here the first thing in the spring; that leaves 160,000,000 which
were rafted and towed to the other side (United States) this season ; as near as can be
ascertained these logs left here in about 40 or 45 rafts and would cover from 20 to 25
square miles of water.

The above facts have been ascertained respecting the number of logs passing
between Spanish River and the Georgian Bay. There are eight different streams and
each one is used for the towing of logs ; the French River, I am told, passed even
more logs than the Spanish, and my opinion is that the bottom of the whole lake from
Georgian Bay to Missasagua is teeming with bark; it is 18 miles across to the Mani-
toulin, and rafts pass in three different directions, so that the bark is spread every way ;
this bark in the course of time forms into a kind of slime, and fish will not stay on that
ground; there were five boats fishing from here four years ago, since then they have left
as fish got so scarce, and in a very short time I believe there will be no fish at all.

On September 26 "Ilast, I had 36 pieces of nets utterly destroyed by this bark,
each piece of net was 180 yards long (in all 6,480 yards) and was loaded se heavily with
bark as to break the web; I had also six other pieces similaly loaded with bark the last
week in October. I am sending a sample of net as we took it out in October."

DEPLETION OF THE FISHERIES IN THE WATERS OF ONTARIO.

The general tendency of the testimony given by the fishermen themselves, and the
information obtained from all other sources, clearly and unmistakably goes to show
that rapid decline of the better classes of fishes is being experienced in all of the
former extensive fisheries in the lakes; and in some localities almost an extermination
of the former prosperous commercial traffic in the fishing industries of the country has
been already reached. The causes of this decline were so evident and so convincing to
the minds of the Commissioners from the investigations made by them that they em-
bodied their views in the concluding paragraphs of their report as follows:-
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CONCLUSION BY COMMISSIONERS.

While various explanations are given f rom various sources to account for the depletion
of the fisheries, your Commissioners can arrive at no other conclusion than that the prime
causes for it are (1) Fishing in the spawning seasons, and while fish are congregating for
that purpose, going to and returning from the shores, bars, bays, reefs and rivers which are
their breeding haunts; (2) The great destruction of immature fish in pound and gill-
nets and seines; (3) The waste of great quantities of fish in the use of unlimited lengths
of gill-nets; (4) The use of too small meshes in all nets; (5) The great deposits of
refuse matter from saw-mills, and from the towage of immense rafts of saw-logs across
the fishing grounds into the United States. These causes, each or combined, are in
direct violation of nature's laws in not giving to all fish full freedom to replenish the
waters at their spawning times, and killing them before reaching maturity for repro-
ductive purposes.

Respectfully submitted,

SAMUEL WILMOT,
Chairman of the Commision.
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Ontario Fishery Commission.

:RE PORT

OF

MR. SAMUEL WILMOT AND MR. EDWARD HARRIS,

Fishery Comnissioners

Appointed by the Dominion Government to inquire into and report upon the description
of nets used, the spawning periods of fish, and other matters connected with the
Fisheries in the various lakes and other u-aters in the province of Ontario.

To the Honourable CHAS. H. TUPPER,
Minister of Marine and Fisheries,

Ottawa.

SIR,-Your Commissioners, duly appointed to examine into the particulars con-
nected with the working of the fisheries of the province of Ontario, beg to submit
their first report, which will cover the more important fisheries in Lakes Erie,
Huron, Simcoe and the Georgian Bay.

The work of the Commission, after taking a large amount of evidence fromi
fishermen, fish-dealers and others, all engaged more or less in the fishing industries
of the country, necessarily closed their work temporarily, in Decembetr last, with the
view, however, of entering into the investigations again during the season of 1893 in
order to obtain information in relation to the fisheries connected with the other
great lakes and waters of Ontario.

With two or three exceptions all the evidence submitted was taken under oath.
Facts in sufficient number.were obtained to enable an opinion to be formed of the
present condition of the fisheries in several of the great lakes in Ontario.

Experienced fishermen and others having a special knowledge of the subjects
upon which they gave evidence, were called as witnesses. They proved to be in-
telligent and well acquainted with their calling. A full report of the evidence as
taken by the stenographers is annexed, and a synopsis of that evidence has been
prepared for convenient reference.

1.-NTER-STATE FISHERY CONVENTION.

By permission your Commissioners attended the International Fisheries Con-
ference held at Detroit in the latter part of December, 1892. The opinion of repre-
sentative Americans, practical and experienced in the fisheries, are submitted, con.
densed from the report of the proceedings of the conference, comprising six states



56 V ictoria. Sessional Papers (No. 10C.) A. 1893

of the Union which front upon our great lakes, each claiming water frontage and
fisheries.

The resolution approving a close season during the month of November for
whitefish, salmon-trout and berring was adopted unanimously by the various state
commissioners at this conference.

A strong opinion was expressed that the licensing system ot Canada should be
adopted in the various state fisheries.

Other resolutions of an important character, tending to preserve the fisherieS,
were agreed to, ail of which will be found in the condensed report of the proceedings.

No sentiment expressed at the conference appeared to meet with a more unani-
mous approval than, " That the fisheries were held by the States and Canada in trust
for the people to see that they and their descendants had for ail time to corne a supply
of fish ; that the country is not to be deprived of this fish food, from improvident
action at the present time."

These states will ask for legislation to confirm the recommendations of the con-
ference. In Canada an order in council is effective. The adoption of the " recom-
mendations " in Canada would be the best evidence of approval of the work of the
conference.

It was recognized that Canada had been in the advance in endeavouring to
preserve the fisheries of the great lakes.

In difficult cases, no argument is more effective than examples, the impression
is more quick and penetrating than that of words; the possibility and advantages
of performance are made clear. The example of Canada in the past, in adopting
close seasons and wise regulations, has not been without good effect in the United
States. The future of the fisheries of the great lakes will always be largely
influenced by the adoption of any well considered regulations by the Canadian
Government.

2.-FISH IN UNIVERSAL DEMAND.

Before commenting upon the evidence the importance to the people of main-
taining the fisheries cannot be better expressed than in the words of the eminent
physician, Sir Henry Thompson. His lecture, given during the " International
Fisheries Exhibition, London, 1883," will be found in the fisheries exhibition
literature " Conference."

" For a large and increasing class of the community who are emphatically
brain workers fish furnishes an appropriate food. When we reflect that the
tendency of civilization here and elsewhere is slowly but surely to develop mental
activity and to dispense with laborious handicraft requiring a strong meat diet,
this fish food which bas hitherto for the most part been an agreeable appendage to
the daily table of a few, ought, I think, to be more generally recognized as
peculiarly adapted to the wants of a very large, influential and iicreasing part of
our populalion.

4 or the sedentary man, whatever his calling may be in life, whose engagements
permit him only to take just what moderate amount of muscular exercise which is
in ail circumstances essential to health; for a great proportion of women whose
habits mostly are not and often cannot be active, the nutritive elements afforded by
fish admirably supply an important part of the wants of the body. The moderate



Ontario Fishery Commission.

amount of flesh-forming material present in fish and in a form which entails littie
labour on the digestive organs-for most persons certainiy less than meat-and the
facility with which fish may be associated with other elements, place it in the front
rank of foods in that mixed dietary which is suitable to those who lead more or less
the kind of life referred to."

That the danger line of destruction of the fisheries of the great lakes is being
approached with lesser areas is not generally known to the public. Lake
after lake becomes depleted of its best fish, but railway extension opens the other
inland waters, limited in number and easily exhausted. The supply of fish is for
the present only barely maintained, but at increased cost to the consumer. Whether
the lakes and waters already depleted can ever be replenished remains to be proved ;
the process of destruction and the methods to accomplish it are clear. Should the
present very exhaustive methods not be prohibited in ail matters, all the better
qualities of fish must soon become only a present luxury for the rich, and ere long
be exterminated.

Hatcheries can assist nature in replenishing depleted waters, but all artificial
efforts will be futile where waste, excessive fishiiig, and a defiance of all nature's laws
have a foothold.

3.-THE DEPLETION OF THE LAKE AND OTHER FISHERIES.

In pursuing the following synopsis of the evidence given it will be observed,
that the whitefish being the favourite fish with the public, and the fish most easily
caught by the fishermen, were the first to be exhausted. Mr. McDonald, who re-
presented the Buffalo wholesale fish dealers at the Detroit conference said: "I
think the whitefish are ail out of Lake Erie, it is the herring we are all after now."

The evidence given in relation to Lake Huron and the Georgian Bay shows a
rapid advance to a similar condition in those waters. In Lake Huron the whitefish
are admitted to be " pretty well caught out," and at the lower end of the lake both
whitefish and trout are at the point of extinction. Where an increase in the catch
of salmon-trout is shown it is explained by the mesh being reduced from 5 inches
to 4½, and in many cases much less to catch the smaller and immature fish, as well
as by improved fishing gear, more capital and greater efforts put forth by increased
numbers of fishermen. Twenty years ago it is said in evidence that a small schooner
would have been required, rather than a small fishing boat, to carry off a fisherman's
catch from Squaw Island at the head of the Georgian Bay.

The large salmon-trout (large blacktrout so-called), which corne from the deep
water of the Georgian Bay to the shores about the 15th to 20th October to spawn,
are followed by fishermen handling oveir 1,000 miles in length of gill-nets. It ispos-
sible, under the present plan of fishing the Georgian Bay and contiguous waters, to
exterminate those fish in a season. The spawning grounds are in circumscribed
space on bars, reefs and shallows, and there the fishermen congregate in the autumn
months. This immense length of twine can be laid, making awall of nets, so as not
only to catch, but to prevent the fish which escape from reaching their spawning
grounds to reproduce their species. The fish being thus drivenfrom one part of the
lake and bay to another, a correct conclusion as to the condition of the fisheries in
Lake Huron and the Georgian Bay can only be arrived at by taking those waters as a
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whole and not by the returns of a season's fishing from any particular locality.
The gill-net fishermen of the Georgian Bay and Lake Huron will in a few years be
forced into other occupations. This bas already happened to the same industry in
Lake Ontario, Lake Erie, Lake Simcoe, and the Detroit River and other waters.
The process of exhaustion is entirely similar. It can only be checked by prevent-
ing the destruction of the young and immature fish, by having larger meshes in the
nets and the strict enforcement of proper close seasons.

Fish are described by naturalists as being of two classes, local and migratory.
Both may be quickly exhausted by improper fishing and overfishing: with regard to
the species which lead a more or less migratory existence, there cannot be the least
doubt, and where man bas complete control over the area occupied by each, the same
principle of more fish being caught than reproduced would lead to exhaustion like-
wise. It has been demonstrated that some of the Atlantic fish coming into the
Mediterranean to spawn, and caught before and after spawning, have become extinct,
although at one time so numerous as to interfere with navigation at the spawning
season.

The diminution of any species of fish can usually be traced to the action of
man.

In the great lakes fishing is carried on with gill-nets in almost any depth, even
in 400, 500 and 600 feet of water with as great safety and less loss of nets than
when used nearer the shores and shallows. It is in the deep water in the summer
months that the immature fish or summer trout are now largely destroyed by the
use of smaller mesh nets, which have been reduced from the former 5-inch extension
size to 4½ and 4 inches, and less.

The fish can be followed to almost every point in the lakes, and with this irre-
gular fishing and overfishing their extermination is only a matter of time.

When any species of fish get much below nature's balance in the waters by such
abnormal means, their natural enemies and parasites are usually sufficient to com-
plete their destruction without the aid of man.

The doubtful expressions of several witnesses relating to whitefish "All left at
once," " They just disappeared," " Gone somewhere else," " They have emigrated,"
may also be made to apply to salmon-trout.

W. H. Church, a fisherman for 40 years, 28 years on Lake Ontario, and 12
years in Georgian Bay, says " more salmon-trout are caught as the whitefish drop
off-that is the fish they go for now, " is pregnant with warning-he had seen the
fisheries of Lake Ontario destroyed. and then moved to the Georgian Bay to fish
those waters.

Messrs. Cunningham and Campbell are to the point in giving their evidence,
"that fish are not at all as numerous as they were, but there are more nets and
more fishermen to make them appear so." The almost complete destruction of the
whitefish and salmon-trout fisheries in Lake Ontario. Lake Erie, Lake Simcoe, and
whitetish in the Detroit River, and the causes for it are too apparent in the evidence
published, to require comment here.
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BLUE PiCKEREL AND VORACIOUS FISHES.

The phenomenal increase, as shown by the catch, of voracious and coarse fish
in Lake Erie, may be attributed to exceptional causes, by the somewhat warmer
water in that shallow lake, and the weedy nature of many of the bays and shores.
This lake at one time abounded in whitefish and salmon-trout. The returns of the
Department of Fisheries in 1892, show that not one salmon-trout was caught, while
during the last ten years, the pickerel catch, mainly blue pickerel, increased 477 per
cent, pike, 413 per cent, and other coarse fish, 223 per cent. Twelve tons of blue
pickerel have been lifted in one day in four pound-nets. (See Emery's, Port Burwell,
evidence.)

The brook pickerels (Esox Americanus and Esox umbrosus) are well known.
These two small pickerel are very abundant-the former in the coastwise streams,
east of the Alleghanies-the latter in the Mississippi basin. Neither reaches the
length of much over a foot, and from their voracity they are undesirable inmates of
streams and lakes. The average weight of the blue pickerel of Lake Erie is one
pound, and it may be a development of one or other of the above-named pickerels.
The fry of the young whitefish from the spawning grounds at the west end of Lake
Erie and Detroit River are carried by the currents to the deeper waters in the mid-
die and at the east end of the lake. It is there the blue pickerel are to be found.
They go in shoals and feed upon the fry of the more marketable fish. Fifty and
even sixty small fish bave been taken fron the stomach of one blue pickerel. This
fish is little known west of Point Pelee, is not known in Lake Ontario, nor is this
species as developed in Lake Erie known in any of the western lakes. At the
Detroit International Fisheries Conference an opinion was expressed that the pick-
erel was a fish which should be " cleaned out of Lake Erie." The pike and the
coarser fish which have also so largely increased in Lake Erie are voracious and
destructive to all other kinds of little fish.

In Lake Huron and the Georgian Bay there is evidence of the ravages of the
lamprey eel, from their marks being found upon the bodies of the whitefish and
other fish when caught. This eel inhabits Lake Ontario in vast numbers. At Kemp-
enfeldt Bay on Lake Simcoe,-the dog-fish have so increased in numbers that a Barrie
fisherman has applied for a dog-fish license-the fish is almost worthless, yet they
are saleable in some American cities where penury compels their use as food. In
Lake Simcoe whitefish and salmon-trout are so nearly extinct, that complete suspen-
sion of net-fishing is advocated in that locality.

The dog-fish is classed as one of the most voracious and worthless fish in our
waters-fishermen call them lawyers.

Nature's balance having been disturbed by the greed of man in the various
lakes will account in a great measure for these unpleasant phenomena.

4.-FISHING IN THE SPAWNING SEASON.

Almost without exception, the fishermen examined expressed the opinion that
owing to the loss of nets during November it would be better in the end, and
more profitable to the fishermen to take up their nets and stop fishing at the end of
October " if all did it." The few that were adverse to the November close season
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for all the autumn pawning fishes, based their untenable objections upon the
freedom in fishing permitted on the American side of the lakes and in their rivers.

The early settlers upon the shores of our inland waters had neither the boats
nor the fishing gear suitable for fishing in deeper waters:-Many fish were then
caught in the rivers, creeks, and bays principally during their spawning seasons,
in the spring months ; and in the autumn, whitefish and trout were taken on the
bars and reefs, bays, their regular spawning places in the lakes. Salmon were
invaiiably killed in the rivers and creeks which they entered only for breeding
purposes.

Freezing establishments were not known then. Ice was not stored to enable
fish to be handled in the summer months; salting, barrelling and fishing in the
spawning season became the custom of the country. Fish were then taken in the
more eircumscribed places where they were more easily caught. In the spring
months, the spawning rivers were fished from end to end with seines, dip-nets,
rod and Une and spears ; the destruction was carried on constantly by day and night.

The rivers and streams served as breeding places. The parent fish that escaped
destruction, having performed the office of spawning there, returned largely to the
lakes-the young remained in the streams until sufficiently grown, when they were
carried down by the freshets to the lakes where, in their turn, they became mature
and their instinct directed them to return again to the same waters to reproduce
their species.

These great natural sources for keeping up the supply of fish in our inland
waters have been largely destroyed. The fouling of rivers and creeks by drainage,
sawdust and other refuse of mills and manufactories, obstructions in the shape of
dams, the shallowing of waters consequent upon the removal of forests and cultiva-
tion of the soil, has unfitted many rivers and streams for the propagation of fish.

At the present time the great lakes must be depended upon almost wholly to
keep up a supply of fish food for the people. The spawning grounds in the lakes
must now be amply protected, as well as all other waters found suitable for the
propagation of fish. Commercial or net fishing of any kind should never have
been permitted in such waters as the Detroit and other like rivers and streams
which were resorted to by fish solely to perform the office of spawning.

5.-DESTRUCTION OF YOUNG AND IMMATURE FISH AND WASTEFUL
FISHING.

Where the destruction of the fishery is so nearly complete as in Lake Ontario
there is no difficulty in obtaining details of wasteful fishing and the destruction of
young and immature tish.

In the Georgian Bay and Lake Huron the destruction of salmon-trout and white-
fish is now full on, the end is rapidly approaching. Small and immature fish are ship-
ped packed in ice to the city dealers and to the United States; those not fresh enough
are salted or converted into oil. The fish that are carried away and spoiled in gill-
nets during storms, or decay in the water by fishing a greater length of net than
can be properly handled, is described by witnesses as covering " tons weight " and
"sufficient to foul the waters."
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Concurrent with the depletion of the fisheries the struggle of the fisbernen to
live begins, greater length of nets are used than allowed by law, and the nets are
not lifted so frequently. When lifted, some of the fish will be fresh, others unfit for
use as fresh fish are salted, others still worse are used for oil. The less experienced
fishermen become embarrassed, and merchants, supply houses, and capitalists from
time to time by giving credit and advances of money become interested in this con-
tinuance of waste and destruction, as well as illegitimate fishing. There is evidence
that there are merchants who will " start any man fishing." An experienced Huron
fisherman says he never heard of a gill-net being refused to any applicant. At the
present time there are about 1,345 miles of gill-nets licensed for the Huron, Georg-
ian Bay and Manitoulin waters, five times the combined issue for the whole of the
rest of Ontario-but even this estimate is far below the real length of nets proved
in evidence to be in use in these waters, for it is known that, where a license is
issued for 6,000 yards of gill-net, 16,000 and upwards all actually used ; and with a
license for 24,000 yards, for a tug, it is run up to 40,000 yards and over.

Any restrictive system and one which would cut at the root of inveterate abuses,
sanctioned by constant practice and of old date, however well considered, will invari-
ably meet with an opposition difficult if not impossible to control.

The evidence of Mr. Davis of Hamilton, Messrs. Port, Doyle and Bray of
Toronto, large fish-dealers of high personal character as well as the best reputation
as merchants, is not only the best evidence, from the nature of their business, but it
is clear and conclusive of the present waste and destruction of young and immature
fish in Lake Huron and the Georgian Bay and other waters.

6.-AMERIÇANS FISHING IN CANADIAN WATERS.

That the American fishermen trespass in our waters is clear from the evidence.
This irregular and illegal fishing is chiefly carried on in Lake Erie, and the lower
end of Lake Huron. It is the cause of much discontent and irritation among Cana-
dian fishermen.

Fish in considerable quantities are also purchased direct from Canadian pound
and gill-nets fishermen, and taken in tugs direct to American ports without landing
or reporting in Canada.

The duty of î of a cent per lb. intended to be levied on Canadian fish entering
the United States is easily and generally avoided-the fish being invoiced by the
consignors as fish caught with American nets, and a large percentage of the fresh
water fish caught in Canadian waters are thus invoiced. Should any considerable
portion be classified as American fish, the American statistics published as to the
returns of their fisheries are quite misleading ; quantities of Canadian caught fish
are actually included in these returns.
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7.-SYNOPSIS OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE INTERNATIONAL
FISHERIES CONFERENCE HELD AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN,

DECEMBER 20TH AND 21sT, 1892.

Hershell Whittaker, Detroit Fish Commission, and chairman of the conference,
said:-

J I assure you, gentlemen, that if we go on for just about five or ton years more
in this way you can license your grounds for growing celery or fresh water oysters,
but you cannot license them for whitefish. The fish will be gone. There will be
nothing to lease. The state will have no fishing grounds that there will be any
mone in. There will be no temptation for a man to rent fishing grounds here at
all. The destruction of the small fish is the thing, if it is possible we should over-
come that. Our legislative bodies ought not to be apart from each other in the
matter of regulations, we ought to be united."

E W. Gould, Commissioner Sea and Shore Fisheries of Maine

"When nature establishes a season during which one species ought to be fully
protected (while spawning), another of somewhat different habits is in its prime
condition, thus wisely ordaining such a condition of' affairs as will keep up through-
out the entire year the fish food supply of the people, and now the thinking portion
of the people are slowly awakening to the fact that the danger line of extinction bas
been passed in some instances and being rapidly approached in nearly all others.
To those who have made a study of fish life and its underlying' conditions the
answer is a very simple and exceedingly plain one in explaining the great depletion
of our fisberieo-simply exhaustive fishing and at improper seasons. Men appear in
conjunction with the legislatures and sending their most suasive members, giving a
glowing account of the immense industry they represent, the large number of men
they employ and the large amount of general good that is the result of their opera-
tions, and while arranging themselves to ail appearance on the side of intelligent
restriction, oppose strenuously any restrictive measures that would be effective.

" The more intelligent fishermen promptly range themselves on the side of pro-
tection and preservation, foresceing that without some means being employed to
prevent this wanton destruction the business will not survive itself.

"The Commission of Sea and Shore Fisheries of Maine emphatically advocates
protection for ail odible fish during their seasons for spawning."

Dr. Robert Ormsby Sweeny, son., Duluth, President Minnesota Game and Fish
Commission:-

" I know from the experience of the protection given by the Canadian authori-
ties to whitefish on Lake Superior, that it is most beneficent. The difference
between our fishing on the north shore of Lake Superior in our waters and theirs
is most marked. When you get within 35 or 30 miles of the Canadian line the fish-
ing is tirly good, and when you cross it it is excellent compared towhat it is on our
side. The greater bulk of the whitefish are obtained from Port Arthur now on the
Canada side, and the fishermen of Lake Superior on the American side are so well
satisfied that it is the right thing to do that they have expressed to me their willing-
ness, without any solicitation on our part, that we should join with the Canadians
in having the same close season. It is their opinion that a close season for white-
fish from November 1st to December lst will be the salvation of the fishing. If
they go on as they have been the fishing will be exterminated. In regard to our
fisheries in Lake Superior I think our legislature will pass such a law."

Hoyt Post, Detroit, Michigan, Fish Commission:-
"There is no doubt in my mind from the experience I have had with the better

class of fishermen and those whose support would be more valuable that they are
going to see this matter somewhat in the light we look at it, and they appreciate the
necessity for something being doue in the way of prevention of destructive fishing."
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Wrn. B. Bowman, New York, Fish Commissioner:-

"It seems to me, after discussing this matter properly. we can reach a compro-
mise that would be satisfactory and just to all concerned, and we could pass laws in
these different states that would be uniform, and that thereafter you will certainly
have a much better supply of fish than heretofore."

A. Booth, Presidentof the A. Booth Packing Co.

" I should very much like to sce a more cordial feeling existing between our
country and Canada in reference to a uniformity of fish laws, and trust that from
your deliberations much good many result."

John H. Bissell, formerly Michigan Fish Commissioner:-

" I should like to go over the subjeet of the regulations of the fisheries by way
of licensing. I became satisfied from my examination of the subject that that is
one of the things that ought to be kept in view al] the time. The time has got to
come when the industry of fishing will be licensed."

C. V. Osborn, Dayton, Ohio, Fish Commissioner:-

" We will have to come to this upon our lakes, the leasing of the tishing grounds,
for only upon leased grounds do we reach that enforcement of observance of law
which will make the fishing perpetual. We have the decision in Ohio of some of
our best lawyers, showing that this is constitutional and that it is in the power of
the state to lease the fishing grounds."

W. P. Andrews, Minneapolis, Minn.:-

" It bas been the idea of the Minnesota Commission that the time is not far
(listant when we will have to do as our Canadian friends do and lease the grounds.'

A. G. McDonald, Detroit, manager of the Buffalo Fish Co.:-

"We have made up our minds that there should be a close season for herrings.'

C. M. Keys, representing the Sandusky wholesale and retail fish-dealers:-

"1 am firmly of the opinion that gill-net fishing as practised now on ail the
lakes is a great destructive force in tishing. In the Georgian Bay, when they take
up those nets the fish are absolutely putrid, dropping from the nets almost as they
lift them up. But a small portion of the fish taken are fit for the market, and
consumed. The gill-nets are usually out three or four nights, and the fish that run
in first are mostly decayed.

" My opinion is that gill-nets are the greatest engine of destruction that we have
on the great chain of lakes. The fish are practieally given no rest from the begin-
ning of the season to the end. They do not claim that the tish are fit for the
market, but they do go to the market. The Boards of Health of the various states
have investigated the matter, and with one accord they have said that fish thus
taken are absolutely unwholesome as food. There is not a man who is practically
engaged in the business but what will say there isn't one fish out of ten taken in
gill-nets that he would eat, especially in summer. I do not expect it will ever be
possible to get laws passed which will prevent gill-netting, but if you could get
laws past limiting that, it would go a long ways towards the protection of fish.

"I will make this proposition now: That with ail the protection the Canadian
laws afford, if gill netting is permitted in Georgian Bay, in less than five years fish
will be scarcer there than they are in Lake Erie."

xiii
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8.-RESULT OF DELIBERATIONS AT THE DETROIT CONFERENCE.

The special committee submitted the following to the Fisheries Conference:-

DETROIT, December 21st, 1892.

Your committee to whom was referred the question, " Whether or not there
should be a close season for whitefish, lake or salmon-trout, and herring," also what
means should be taken for their protection, would report:

lst. Ail small fish and those unfit for food of ail kinds when taken in nets
should be replaced in the water when taken alive, and that fishermen should not be
allowed to take such fish on shore, nor expose them for sale.

2nd. That no string of pound-nets used in the lakes shall extend more than
four miles from the shore.

3rd. That one-half of all channels between islands or elsewhere where fish
migrate to spawn, shall be kept free from nets of all kinds at all seasons.

4th. That ail whitefish taken of less than sixteen inches in length and ail salmon-
trout less than two pounds in woight, shall be immediately returned to the waters
where taken, and shall not be exposed for sale. That ail herring lest, than eight
inches in length, and all wall-eyed pike, pickerel or doré less than twelve inches in
length, shall be returned to the waters where taken, and shall not be exposed for
sale.

5th. That the month of November in each year be made a close season in ail
the great lakes for whitefish, herring, and salmon or lake trout.

Your committee would further recommend that ail penalties fixed for violations
of any laws that shall be enacted shall be made to apply not only to those who take
fish, but also to ail persons who buy, sell, transport, or have the same in possession.

9.-SPECKLED TROUT.

Speckled trout breed in Canada, as a rule, in September and October. A close
season from 15th September until 1st April is proper for Canada. In the older
settlements of the province of Ontario this fish is practically extinct, except where
artifically reproduced, and its reproduction has now become a matter of private and
commercial enterprise.

To be universally popular, fish culture and fish preservation should be based on
food considerations, and not on those of sport.

In some of the provinces and states legislation has beeu influenced to preserve
game for sportsmen and their friends, and not for that numerous class who desire to
purchase it for food.

Speckled trout (and in this connection black bass may be included), are claimed
as a luxury for the sportsmen the same as game, but they, like ail edible fish, are in
universal demand, and among ail classes.

Ail fisih should be preserved and regulations made with a view to bring them
within reach of every consumer.

Speckled trout should only be caught by angling with rod and line.

10.-BLACK BASS

Spawn in May and June.

The nesting habits and manner in which theso fish protect their young are
well known.
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From the end of August until April black bass are in good condition for food,
and are in demand, being a favourite table fish with consumers. They bring at the
proper season the highest price of any lake or river fish in tic market.

A close season during May and June should be established to protect this fish.

11.-STURGEON

Spawn in June and July.

It is recommended that all sturgeon caught three feet six inches in length and
under be returned uninjured to the water, and that a close season for sturgeon be
fixed to include the months of June and July.

12.-SALMON-TROUT, WHITEFISH AND HERRING, TIIEIR SPAWNING
TIME.

The evidence clearly indicates that salmon-trout, whitefish and herring com-
bined spawn from 15th October to the end of December. It may be therefore said
that the month of November now established as a close season for these fish, some-
what reasonably protects them; better protection would be felt with a close season
from 15th or 20th October to 1st December, thus covering the spawning season of
the trout more fully, as shown in the evidence.

13.-POUND-NETS, GILL.NETS, SEINES - AN OPINION AS TO THE
DESTRUCTIVE QUALITIES OF THE VARIOUS NETS USED IN FISH-
ING CAN BE FORMED BY A CAREFUL PERUSAL OF THE EVIDENCE.

The restoration of the fisheries depends upon the enforcement of proper close
seasons and regulations preventing overfishing and the taking and marketing of
young and immature fish. The use of certain kinds of nets in certain waters, with a
proper regulation as to size of mesh, is an important factor for upholding the
fisheries.

The fisheries of Lake Ontario were largely destroyed by seines; few, if any,
gill-nets were used in that lake until about 1853, nor until seine fishing began to be
unprofitable along the shores.

It was the same in Lake Erie, Lake St. Clair and the Detroit and St. Clair Rivers,
and at points on Lake Huron.

Gill-nets are now and have been the most destructive engines in use il Lake
Huron and the Georgian Bay and other waters.

Deep water pound-net fishing began about 1865 in Lake Erie, and not until all
other plans for commercial fishing had began to fail. The chief objections to pound-
nets can be remedied by certain limitations, and by compelling the use in the pots
of a larger sized mesh in waters frequented by whitefish and salmon-trout. The loss
of fish in pound-nets and seines can always be estimated; the waste in gill-nets can
never be known.
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The following is a synopsis of the evidence, as taken before the Fishery Com-
mission, in November and December, 1892.

14-LAKE ERIE.

Frank Jackson, Port Dover. fisherman and foreman, page 6, says:-
Even twenty years ago this lake and bay had whitefish in plenty. caught with

gill-nets and seines. They were salted and were a food supply in winter on the
farms and in cities, towns and villages. Herrings were valueless then, whitefish
were so numerous. It is now played out, caused by overfishing in the spawning
season and wasting and catching small fish. "Yes, sir, whitefish have become
extinct in these waters; what was once a whitefish and salmon-trout fishery, is now a
herring fishery."

The 2-inch extension mesh used in the pots of pound-nets in Lake Erie has
hitherto been very destructive to small, immature fish. A 3-inch extension mesh is
the proper mesh for Lake Erie. Blue pickerel are most destructive to the fry of all
fish, and they now overrun Lake Erie. The average weight of the blue pickerel is
about l pounds, and cannot be caught in anything larger than a 3-inch extension
mesh. Has seen tons weight of small immature whitefish caught; the majority were
buried. This was common in 1890 and 1891, but in former years the destruction of
immature fish was far greater. Has known two or three tons of these small fish
taken out of six or seven nets in May and June.

James Low, Fisherman, Port Dover, page 16 :-Around Long Point and Port
Dover is a herring fishery; without the herrings it would not pay to fish it.

Geo. F. Allen. Fisherman, Port Dover, page 9 :-Get now and then a white-
fish about the size of a big herring. Never saw a salmon-trout caught in these
waters.

Capt. J. S. Allen, Port Dover and Nanticoke, page 11:-Very seldom catches a
salmon-trout.

Crosby Morgan, Port Dover, page 12 :-Fished formerly; now in business. Take
the herrings out of the east end of Lake Erie and you might as 4vell stop fishing.

W. F. Tibbetts, postmaster, Port Dover, page 14 :-Fished formerly. Herrings
are the principal fish.

William Backhouse, fisherman, Dayham, page 26 :-Catch two or three salmon-
trout in a season; they are about alone in this lake; it is now a herring and blue
pickerel lake.

I. E. Ansley, Port Dover, warden of county, page 3:-Enforcement of judi-
cious regulations as to mesh and eldse seasons might reduce the catch in the mean-
time, but would be better for the fishermen in the end.

(B.)

W. Emery, merchant and fisherman, Port Burwell, page 23:-Four or five
years ago lifted considerable numbers of small, immature fish ; gave some away and
buried some; sold some at reduced price; the blue pickerel prey upon smail fish;
has lifted twelve tons of blue pickerel in one day in four nets; tbey would pass
through a 3þinch mesh.

C. C. Bates, fisherman, Clear Creek, page 17 :-Have caught whitefish 5 inches
in length in my 2-inch extension pots ; have never thrown away immature fish from
his nets; people buy them at jc. per pound to smoke; blue pickerel are very
numerous, but not many yellow ; blue piekerel and herring average the same size;
sturgeon under 3 feet should be thrown back.

xvi
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(C.)

A. C. Brown, fisherman, Port Stanley, page 21 :-Catch of blue pickerel large,
but not so large as at Port Burwell; occasionally catches immature fish, from 100
to 500 pounds; mostly sold for home consumption; bury perhaps half a ton in a
season.

Capt. John Ellison, fisherman, Port Stanley, page 29:-Two-inch extension
catches ¼-pound fish; four years ago we caught a number of small fish, few since;
those small fish ran ¼ to j pound; threw them back; small fish in a net are a
nuisance; of late years in Lake Erie the fishing business has been assuming a more
business-like aspect.

Daniel Lang, fisherman, Aldborough, page 25 :-Caught plenty of immature
fish, principally herrings, and about four years ago great numbers of young white-
fish; never buried any.

W. H. Black, Kingsville, fisherman, page 32 :-Catches a salmon-troiit once in
a while.

W. D. Bates. fisherman, Rondeau, page 34 :-Eleven salmon-trout caught in
this fishery.

William Grubb, light-house keeper, Point Pelée, page 40 :-A great many more
blue pickerel caught here than whitefish.

(D.)

Gilb ert de Laurier, fishermatn and fish-dealer, Leamington, page 38 :-Sturgeon
under 3 feet 6 inches should be returned to the water ; has heard it repeated that
great quantities of small fish are wasted.

(E.)

At the International Fisheries Conference held at Detroit, 20th and 21st Decem-
ber, 1893.

Mr. C. M. Keys, of Sandusky, Ohio, specially invited to attend the conference
to represent the fish dealing interests of Sandusky, said :-The head or west end of
Lake Erie is the natural spawning ground, for the whitefish. From Pelee Island
and the Dummy Light to Vermillion is one continual spawning ground. The only
whitefish taken to speak of are those taken on these spawning grounds. The bulk
of the whitefish are caught with gill-nets, set upon what is called the "reef." The
whitefish are not only caught, but are turned back and prevented from reaching
their spawning grounds above. Nature directs them to a certain place, and this
they cannot reach. The fish which escape the nets thus fail to reproduce. There
is a wall of nets stretching across Lake Erie. This fishing is carried on in Novem-
ber while the fish are ripe for spawning. The heaviest herring fishing is carried on
at the same time. The whitefish and herring spawn at the same time.

Mr. A. G. McDonald, Detroit, manager of the Buffalo Fish Company, said :-I
think the whitefish are all out of Lake Erie, and it is the herrings we are after now.
Every net of every description should be out of Lake Erie by the 15th November.
I am in favour of a close season. The Canadian close season begins first November.

Mr. Herschel Whittaker, of Detroit, Michigan, Fish Commissioner and chair-
man of the International Conference, said:-Twenty years ago I lived in the State
of New York, and whitefish, trout and ciscoes were in plenty. Five or ten years
afterwards the commercial fishing of Lake Ontario became extinct practically. It
was not pursued for profit any longer by fishermen. This illustrates what tishing
Without restraint will do. The same thing is occurring in Lake Erie to-day, and
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the same thing is true of the fishing in the lower end of Lake Huron. Let me say
one thing with reference to a close season. In Canada they have the month of
November closed. There is no complaint there from the Canadian fishermen but
one, that their neighbours are fishing without restriction across the border, so why
should they not do it. i am thankfut to see that there is one place on God's foot-
stool where they do enforce a law which seems to be a reasonable and a just law. I
wish we might do it here.

(F.) SANDWICH, DETROIT RIVER.

-oah Jolie, Sandwich West, Detroit River, a fisherman 40 years, says :-All the
fish in the Detroit River were caught during the spawning run. Eighteen years
ago the whitefish caught were put in pens; a pen covered half an acre, and 40,000
whitefish in a pen. Sometimes they lost 2,000 fish out of a pen, one year lost one-
half, warmer water and sickness killed them, fungoid growth showed on them, they
would come to the top, we would sell them along with the others, the very bad
ones were buried, some were healthy, some were sick. About the same happened
in other fishermen's pens, but the smaller the pen the more the sickness; all these
fish came up the river to spawn. Fish became so scarce I gave up 13 or 14 years
ago. In those days the Americans caught about as many as we did. November is
the only month that will pay to fish for whitefish in Detroit River. Ail the fishing
on both aides was done with seines.

Rémi Laframboise, Sandwich West, Detroit River, seine fisherman, page 54,
says:-Whitefish come up the river to spawn in November, aad that is the prin-
cipal month for catching them. Herrings spawn end of November. Large num-
bers of whitefish were caught and put in pens about 100 feet square; a good many
died and were thrown out in the river; some were buried. and sone converted into
oil. 1 have known 15,000 to 20,000 put in these pens; 2,000 and upwards would
die and be converted into oil, some years more; they died from disease; got mossy
and died; some would look bright, but large numbers would be affected; herrings
were put in along with them; one year 300,000 or 400,000 were caught, and one
year the pens were so full of herrings that the fish were crowded so close together
that they died in great numbers; days were occupied in scooping dead ones out
and throwing them into the river. The river was made foui with the quantities of
rotten fish; thinks the fishery would not have been destroyed had the fish been
allowed to spawn. The young fish would have been carried by the current into
Lake Erie through the channels on our side of the river. Ail the whitefish that
came from Lake Erie to spawn were destroyed in Detroit River, and there was
nothing to go back, and that accounts for the destruction of the whitefish tisheries.

Daniel Maloche, Sandwich West, farmer at present, fished 50 years on Detroit
River (page 57) says:-In 1870 we caught most whitefish; they have been decreas-
ing ever since; my average catch was about 30,000 ; 2j pounds each. I put these fish
in a pen the usual size to keep thern for the New York market later on. These fish
came up the river to spawn and were caught in November. They would jump out
of the river, and we could see them spawning. They are ripest for spawning from
12th to 20th November-then the eggs flow most freely. We would have a few ber-
rings in the pens at the saie time. We used to lose fish sometimes by keeping
them over; when they died they floated on the surface; some had red spots, some
moss; some were buried, some converted into oil, some were taken and sold in
Detroit for consumption. I consider the fisheries in the Detroit River worthless now;
I would notfish the best ground. Itis a great calamity, $50,000 a year to the Cana-
dian side- Close seasons were never obeyed here and we fished the whole month o;
November. The fishing began to fail 15 years ago and five years ago fish becam-
so scarce fishermen could not live. Ail the river fishing was done with seines.

Joseph Maloche, Sandwich West, carpenter, had been fishing Detroit River 25
years (page 69), says:-He fished in Detroit River like Daniel Maloche. That the
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pens in which the whitefish and herrings were put were made of plank and were
made handy so people could walk around them. The whitefish came up the river
to spawn and were principally caught in October and November; we had 80,000 and
190,000 whitefish in a single pen at one time. There were in other pens at the same
time 30,000 and 40,000. This was in November, which was their spawning time.
Some of these fish were kept until March for the New York market. About 10 per
cent died in the pens.

Joseph Allen, Sandwich, fisherman 20 years, still fishing (page 71), says :-The
moat herring are caught in Detroit River in November, their spawning season.
They were caught in great numbers seven years ago. As many as 500,000 were
ýcaught on west side of Lighting Island on five stations; they were filled with spawn.
In 1888 and 1889 we did not catch much more than enough to pay expenses. The
Detroit River fisheries began to give out about 13 years ago. Seines were pretty
.close together then, in some places not room for more. In some places there were
seven seines in a mile, that was the thickest. On the American side they were not
<quite so thick. Tho seines were the same build on both sides. Thinks fish feeding
on each other does not reduce their numbers much-that man makes more differ.
ence than fish.

Charles Gauthier, fisherman, Windsor (page 74) says :-The spawning time for
whitefish in Lake Erie commences about the 13th or 2ùth November in Detroit
River. They begin a little earlier, but the month of November is the only time
that whitefish can be caught in Detroit River in sufficient quantities to pay for fish-
ing and has been so for a number of years. For 13 years, from the year 1876 to
1889, the close season for fish in Detroit River was suspended and several Ministers
would not enforce it, because it was unreasonable. Whitefish in the Detroit River
have decreased so that the largest catch out of two or three seines would be 400 or
-500 fish. The whitefish came up the Detroit River to spawn. They were not taken at
.any other time. Very few were caught before 1st November. The bulk of the
fishing was in the middle of November, in the height of the spawning time. I
have known the Lake St. Clair fisheries; in 10 or 15 years they have decreased.

(G.)-ST. CLAIR RIVER.

Marquis A. Hitchcock, Sarnia, who fishes a seine at head of River St. Clar, Lake
Huron (page 80), says:-In the old days there were three whitefish seines at
his point, seining in October and November, and now fishing for whitefish is per-
fectly done. The fishermen consider there are none to be caught.

There are very few herring caught now at ail ; some years ago there was a very
.good catch. They spawn in November. Previous to 1892, we fished until the
winter set in. No close season was observed by anybody above or below me. When
we catch the first pickerel which come in they are full of spawn. They come here
to spawn. They are ail yellow pickerel (doré), no blue pickerel. Ten or twelve
years ago we had three times the catch and paid $500 a year for the license-not
worth a cent now. The bottom of the fishery has fallen out. We catch them as
low as 1 pound, for sale; under that , they are not saleable. The sturgeon were
ripest in spawning in July. We fished from the middle of May until the middle
July. The sturgeon have almost left us.

John Lang, of Lake Huron (page 85):-Whitefish were very plentiful in
former years, as many as 40 or 50 barrels in a haul-5,000 fish was an ordinary
catch. These fish have fallen off very greatly. Sturgeon have fallen off, destroyed
by overfishing. Yellow pickerel have fallen off wonderfully during the past four
years, destroyed by improper fishing and overfishing. The river or large herrings
have fallen off entirely. A smaller kind are now taken. Four years ago, I paid $160
per day for the catch of one seine during September. I would not pay them anything
now, the fishery has so greatly fallen off.

xix
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(H).-GODERICH.

Capt. John Craigie, fisherman, Goderich (page 89) :-The whitefish are declin-
ing in Lake Huron-the herrings are so undersized that it is unprofitable to fish
for them; the whitefish are the best fish; the public prefer them-and the fisher-
men caught them with less trouble than other fish. A Lake Huron gill-net license
holder goes wherever he likes in the lake or Georgian Bay. The 8 or 10 boats here
are ail licensed to fish in the same waters-fishes half way across the lake in 600
feet of water; and at certain seasons of the year we fish along the shore.

James Clark, fish dealer, Goderich, (page 97):-In the interests of the fisheries
and the fishing industry the close seasons should be sustained-the close season should
begin lst November and kept strictly. Does not believe fish move around much,
but keep in families in the same locality.

Malcolm McDonald, fisherman, Goderich (page 118):-Whitefish are caught
in the Georgian Bay now. They were once plentiful in Lake Huron. To preserve
the fisheries for the future we should have close seasons; but it is very discouraging
for us to be keeping it and the Americans not-and they fishing in our waters during
that time.

James Clark, fish dealer and fisherman, Goderich (page 123) says :-In fol lowing
the fish in their gill-net fishing in Lake Huron and Georgian Bay they use 4j mesh,
also 5-inch and 5½-inch and sometimes 54; we use 5½ in the fall, following the larger
fish to the shores, these are large dark trout from 3½ to 10 lbs. The deep water trout
are small and light in colour, average 2 lbs.; never saw eggs in them which were
mature. The dark large trout show their eggs pretty well advanced when caught.
They spawn in November, some earlier, some later. We catch these big trout in Oct-
tober and November. I think they come to spawn. The snall trout averaging 2½
lbs. are not caught at that time, they do not come inshore. We catch salmon-trout
in Lake Huron and whitefish in Georgian Bay. Herring fishing is of no account in
Lake Huron. Never heard of any one applying to fish with gill-nets who has ever
been refused. In the interests of the fisheries and fishing industry the close seasons
should be sustained. Does not believe it natural for fish to move around mucb, but
keep in families in the same locality.

Capt. James Inkster, Goderich, fishermen (page 106) says:-There are a great
many fishermen who depend upon the November herring fishing. they scrape along
all summer and want to catch herring in the close season; other fishermen work hard
all summer and don't feel like continuing on. It is no hardship but a benefit to the fish.
ermen to have a close season and stop flshing in November. I doubt the migration
of fish from side to side in the lakes. So long as thero is a whitefish or salmon-trout
left we don't want to bother with herring. Did not catch enough whitefish last
season to pay men's wages.

.. W. Ball, fishery overseer, Goderich :-He considers gill-net fishing the
most wasteful method of fishing. If a pound-net breaks away all the fish get freey
if a gill-net is washed away there may be 10 tons of dead fish in it and they are
blown all over the lake, the fish are iost and the lake full of decayed fish, equally
destructive to the fisheries as cleaning the fish and throwing the offal into the lake.
It is well known that many fisheri3s have been destroyed by throwning fish offal into
the water. Whitefish have almostdisappeared on this coast-the apparent increase
in salmon-trout is explained by the mesh being reduced from 5 inches to 4½
and more small fish being caught and by the use of improved fishing gear tugs, and
flexibility and make of the twine. Think the department should not discourage pound-
net fishing. Has known the proceeds of a gill-net brought to shore and not one
half of it marketable. The yellow or bad fish are salted it is not good for the re-
putation of Canada that we should salt such unwholesome food. There is consid-
erable discontent among the fishermen, the business being now outdone-that is the
principal cause. There aré too many in the business. There are men with capital
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interested in the fishing business and they will start anybody to go fishing. A close
season for herrings in November is absolutely necessary, and also to protect whitefish
and trout.

(I.)-SOUTHAiMPTON.

Donald McCauley. Southampton, fisherman (page 128) :-There is too much
fishing, too many men trying to make a living at it; too many gill-nets drive the
fish away and prevent them reaching their spawning grounds-fouling the water
with offal and cead fish has the same effect. When first started here, 1855, Canada took.
ail our fish. Now there are so many at it that we must send them to the States.
There are more fish caught now than this country wauts. In stormy weather we
find a good many dead fish in our gill-nets, they are not marketable as fresh fish,
but there are many that wili do for salting that won't do to use fresh. This year
being stormy we lost a great many, too far gone for anything, and oil was made of
them. There are men ail over the lake making a living by making oil from rotten
fish. There is a good deal of it made, it brings. 30c. per gall. and is sent to the
tantneries.

M1alcolm MfcKenzie, Southampton, fisherman, (page 135) :-People came up
from Port Frank a few years ago, 1876, and commenced drawing seines on Sauble
Beach, 8 miles north of Southampton. The decline of whitefish hereabouts then be-
gan. The whitefish came on the seining grounds thick. It was September, and
they were young whitefish; lots of them were left dead in the water and on the
beach, not being marketable ner fit for salting, not being over 4 inches long. They
used herring seines (inch bar). We used to catch our whitefish off that shore but
did not get them afterwards, the fish worked up north. It is advisable to have a
close season while the flsh are spawning; the Americans should do it also.

Daniel McCauley, Southampton, fisherman (page 143): Overfishing is the cause
of the decline of the fisheries.

Finlay McLennan, fisherman, Southampton (page 147): lie uses a seine for
herrings, 1f bar mesh, and his great catch is in November, in the spawning sea-
son. lie heard that young immature whitefish were caught at Sauble Beach and
walked down just to sec. There were plenty of them; some 2 inches long, some
four inches and over. There were about 12 seines on the beach, these from one
end to the otber. It is about 5 miles long. The Indians had two seines, the
whites ten seines. The white people who destroyed Sauble Beach with seines
came from below Bayfield. Most ofour fishermen have gone to the Georgian
Bay. Fish have become scarcer here. We do not catch whitefish now.

Dougal McCauley, fisherman, Southampton (page 152):-It is seldoni we can
catch whitefish. They do not catch herrings or anything else on the Sauble Beach
now. Two-thirds of the fishthat are caught here in the fall of the year are caught
by boats that do not take out a license, boats that do not follow fishing steadily.
We paid $50 for two tugs and did not catch one-quarter of the fish that the other
boats did that did not pay for license. The license system is good if every body
pays it alike.

(J.)-GEORGIAN BAY.

COLLINGWOOD.

George Knight, fisherman, Collingwood (page 195) :-Whitefish are now
ecarce all over the Georgian Bay; we get very few indeed. Fifteen or sixteen
years ago they were very plentiful. There are four times as many nets in the
Georgian Bay as there were 15 or 20 years ago whenthe whitefish were in plenty.
Those fish "have now taken some other course." Their spawning ground was

xxi



Sessional Papers (No. 10C*.)

once on this side of the bay, but they do not come any more. The trout come
here to spawn in the end of October and in November.

It is a bard matter to niake a living now, the fish are getting so scarce. Thinks
it would be better for the fishermen if all took out their nets and stopped fishing by
lst November.

Norman Sanders, Collingwood, fisherman (page 202) says :-Left Gilluses Island
on the American side of Lake Ontario many years ago, because the fishing was
played out. Now fishes from Squaw Island, Cabbage Head, to Christian Islands,
down to Collingwood. This is a whitefish bay naturally, but the whitefish have
been getting scarcer for about eight years, caused by double the amount of fishing
being done. November used to be the best month for whitefish. Law-breakers-
men who do not observe the law-used a 5½-inch mesh for shore fishing on the shoals
in the fali of the year when spawning. The regular fishermen also use this large
mesh. Do not think any seine should be used to catch whitefish or salmon-trout
unless mesh one-fourth larger than the gill-net mesh, except in Lake Erie.

William A. Clarke, fisherm an, Collingwood (page 207) says:-I consider the re-
duction of the gill-net mesh from 5 inches to 4ý a mistake on the part of the Fishery-
Department, because it takes the fish before they are matured. Cart loadsofyoung
immature fish are now taken at Thessalon Point and Dollar Bay. There is a cur-
rent there which they frequent for food and it is protected. Has noticed this for
two years. In a whole cart load you would not get one over î to 1½ pounds. Took
particular notice of them passing in transit. These immature whitefish as a rule
pass on to the American markets. This irregular fishing goes on outside the line
across from Spanish River, separating Lake Huron from Georgian Bay. These fish
come from the pound-nets around Duck Island and the North Channel. The meshes
are so small that they catch a sinall berring. The 1-inch bar used in the pot of the
pound-nets is the cause of the trouble. These pound-nets referred to are put where
the young whitefish frequent. Was for two years at Whitefish Point on Lake
Superior, one of the largest and best fisheries on the chain of lakes; it is 40 miles
above the Sault, in the state of Michigan. Has seen 100,000 whitefish destroyed
there in a season. They are carried to a dump and thrown away. You can form
an idea from the immature fish shipped of the wholo waste and destruction of these
small whitetish.

The pound-net fishing would have been ail right if the mesh in the pot bad
been right, the mesh should be 4ï inches for catching whitefish 2¾ pounds to 3
ponnds, and trout about the same. Yellow pike or pickerel are not caught in gill-
nets, but are taken in pound-nets easily; they are a voracious fish. There are large
quantities caught, and there is a good demand. There is no such fish as a blue pickerel
known in these waters. The great quantities of immature whitefish wasted would in
a couple of years have become good fish.

Whitefish have fallen off 30 per cent anywhere on the Georgian Bay. Up to 1st
June you won't get any whitefish.

Twenty years ago if a man bad taken a gang of nets to Squaw Island the same
as we use now it would have taken a small schooner to carry the fish away, either
summer or fail, but it was in November the whitefish were most abundant. " There
ain't any more whitefish on these grounds." The decrease bas been caused by over-
fishing and fishing in the spawning time. The whitefish are now principally caught
from the western islands on the Georgian Bay, along the north shore and up the
north passage to Thessalon Point. There are none on the south shore. In the fall
they used to be very plentiful. Large quantities of small immature fish are now
shipped, principally caught in the North Channel above Little Current. There were
never as many caught as the past season, marketed or shipped at Wiarton and Col-
lingwood. The Dollar Bay and Thesselon fish bave to go through the American
channel to Detroit. Thinks there should be no difficulty in making a regulation
which would prevent the marketing and destruction of small immature fish. Ail
this improper fishing was done openly and the shipment took place in the usual
way. A proper sized mesh*is the true remedy to prevent this destruction of imma-
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ture fish. The average weight of whitefish now is pretty small. They will average
2 pounds, formerly they were 2¾. Some obey the law and some do not, it is a one-
sided affair.

(K.)-MEAFORD.

John McCrae, Meaford, fisherman (page 186):-A 2 pound whitefish is not a
mature fish. Overfishing has destroyed the fisheries on the south shore of the
Georgian Bay. We got whitefish thick up to 2,200 fish with one gang of nets and
a single boat. Whitefish are now athing of the past on this shore. Whitefish are
the most profitable fish if they could be caught; they are gone on the south shore,
and greatly reduced in the Georgian Bay by overfishing; small meshes have also
reduced their size.

Gilbert Peter McIntosh, fish-dealer, Meaford, late president of the Fishermen's
Association (page 172) says:~-He has carried on a whitefish and trout fishery;
says a 4-inch mesh is too small for gill-nets in these waters; that a 5-inch mesh
should be the minimum; the 4½-inch mesh has been the means of reducing the fish-
ing. There are too many smali immature fish caught; the autumn mesh should be
5j inches. Is positive that nothing less than 5-inch mesh is proper for whitefish
and salmon-trout. Fish now caught are immature and unable to breed. As adeal-
er, has seen small immature whitefish and trout on the market; has handled them;
they come from different localities; small trout are more numerous on the south
shore than on the north; some shipments average from î pounds to 1-pounds; quite
small fish. Formerly we could not dispose of such fish, but we can do so now. Con.
siders it injurious to the fisheries to catch these small fish. The mesh in the pots of
the pound-nets is too smali, and should be regulated like the gill-nets. A 2½-pound
salmon-trout is immature, and should not be caught, and a fish at 1¾ pounds is a
pretty small fish. The whitefish are the most valuable of the two. lias seen one
boat take 2,000 whitefish in one lift ; that would be an ordinary catch right in front
of Meaford. In the last eight years the whitefish seem to have disappeared; there
are but few left. If there is a close season, it should be enforced. A good many
people along the shore break the law and fish in the close season. The black trout
or fall trout, the species that come in to spawn, are as plentiful as ever, but the sum-
mer trout have fallen off one-half in 20 years, and the size of the fish reduced by
using too small a mesh.

James Pilgrim, fisherman, Meaford (page 167):-Whitefish have left here; they
don't come here; they have just disappeared; formerly one gang of nets would take
500, 1,000 to 1,500 at once with one gang of nets, usually from 20th November to
10th December.

Adam H. Stephen, druggist, Meaford (page 176) :-We used to catch great
numbers of whitefish off the shore here when I was fishing in what is called the
Mudhole, about eight miles off Meaford-about the endof November-it was either
a spawning or a feeding ground-this was eight years ago. Has taken 1,500 out
of one gill-net; other fishermen did the same. They wer'e full of spawn; they ail
left at once, and for a number of years have not fished it. The uniform mesh
should now be 5 inches.

John Nelson, fisherman, Meaford (page 178) says:-The fishermen follow the
whitefish to the north shore in October. The finest and largest whitefish and
salmon-trout go there to spawn and they are not caught at any other time there.
They are right on shore on their spawning grounds, lst of November. "I have
seen forty boats of us within three miles." This is general with other fishermen.
It is the only time you can catch these large spawning fish. The boats come from
ail parts of the country there, from Manitoulin Island, and ail parts of the Georgian
Bay. Half-breeds and Indians ail congregate there to catch these spawning fish.
The fishermen follow the fish down from the north shore of the Manitoulin, and at
this time the spawn is running freely from the fish.
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James Stewart, fisherman, Meaford (page 192) says:-Trout are full of spawn
in October and November, and then go to the north shore to spawn. We used to
catch them until 15th November. Unless hatcheries are established to take the
place of a close season, the supply must go down. The fishing for salmon-trout and
whitefish has so fallen off here that the fishermen have gone to the north shore.
The whitefish have fallen off most. They have gone from this place. Whole
families of fishermen have left Meaford who formerly made their living here.

Charles Little, Meaford (page 194) :-" The fishing has greatly decreased."

(L.)-MIDLAND.

Albert iutchirs, Midland, fisherman (page 227) says :-Prefers a 4Î mesh.
Some fishermen fish with mesh of all sizes, as small as 4 and 4¼ inches. These
small meshed nets are injurions to fishermen and flsh-dealers. They destroy too
many small fish before they are full value and befbre they are able to reproduce
their species. Whitefish come in the shoal waters very thick and close together to
spawn, and if caught when spawning it is very injurious to the fishery. Immature fish
are caught in pound-nets, seines, and hoop-nets with small mesh. Such nets would
not be more injurious than gill-nets if they had a proper mesh. Pickerel are played
out by overfishing, and whitefish are very much cleaned out by catching immature
fish and fishing in the spawning time. A great many nets are lost with the fßsh in
them by being outtoo long. several days usually during storms. The fish are spoiled ;
a great many are useless; some are salted. * Local men take the dead fish if not
too bad.

Archibald Campbell, fisherman, Midland (page 259) says:-Believes in close
seasons, as they are right if properly selected. It would be in the best interests of
fishermen, the public and the fisheries if the close seasons were maintained and
maintained rigorously. The setting aside of the spawning grounds would be a
correct thing if there were no close seasons. Would prefer this to the close seasons.
Formerly less nets were used and more fish caught. If the fishing goes on as at
present the fishermen cannot live.

Charles W. Phillips, Midland, fisherman (page 229):-Whitefish have fallen off
most in these waters. The other fish have declined also, with the exception of
herrings. The cause of the decline in the Georgian Bay and Lake Huron fishing is
caused by overfishing-too many nets-too many boats. Sizes of mesh being too
small, has also helped the falling off. The non-observance of close seasons has aiso
done a good deal to lessen the number of fish.

Samuel Fraser, J. P. for thirty years, Midland (page 231), says the small mesh
in pound-nets is very destructive to small fish; that large quantities of trout
and whitefish caught in gill-nets are lost, and by reason of storms and neglect the
nets are not lifted. In such cases the fish are not fit for food, nevertheless they are
sold in a deceptive way throughout the country. Some are thrown away on the
shore, some are seen floating on the water; these have fallen out of the nets. Some
of the nets may be out a week and some longer, and some of the nets are never
found at all; has seen them out in the bay with fish rotting in them. There is very
considerable loss of nets and fish in this way late in the fall when fishermen are
fishing along the shore during the close season. Close seasons are sound in principle
but have never been enforced. The nets used in the close season are generally sunk,
which inakes it difficult to find out without boats and grappling irons. Small fish
are thrown away on the ice below Waubaushene. Whitefish, salmon-trout, pickerel
and herring are the most valuable fish, but they are becoming pretty scarce. The
greatest falling off is experienced in salmon-trout and whitefish. This is very
apparent.

James A. Smith, fisherman and dealer, Midland (page 235), says there were 100
miles of gill-nets used last year from Manitoulin to Midland, and around the bay
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north and south shores, and sorne 1,700 fishing crafts, large and small. The fishing
cannot stand ail this net in the water. It is vastly too largely fished and must be
reduced, otherwise the fishermen will lose their industry; saw last season three
large lots of small 9 and 10-inch pickt rel shipped. Close seasons are right in order
to keep up the supply of fish food.

John Yates, fisherman, Midland (page 241), says ail kinds of fish have fallen off
very much in recent years, especially whitefish and trout. The small sized mesh
and too many fishing has reduced the fisheries. If the size of mesh had been kept
up at 5 inches as formerly, the destruction of fish would not have been so great.
Pound-net pots should be 4½ to 5-inch nesh. A close season for bass and ail kinds
of fish should be thoroughly enforced.

W. J. Bodgins, fisherman, Midland (page 247):-Fish are now one-third less than
when he began. Overfishing and fishing in the spawning time have made a great
difference in the fisheries. Quantities of fish are lost by fishermen having too many
nets out, and leaving them in the water too long. The fish drown and die. The
good fish are kept separate for the American market. The cuils which they cannot
sell are salted. Calls salted may be fit to eat by some, but would not eat them him-
self; bas known 1,400 rotting fish thrown away at one time; approves of close
seasons; something must be done to keep up the fisheries.

W. W. Church, fisherman, Midland (page 250), says seines destroyed the fisher-
men in Lake Ontario. They are a most destructive net. Fish are getting scarcer
every year in the Georgian Bay. More salmon-trout are being caught as the white-
fish drop off. That is the fish they go for now.

Joseph Cunningham, fisherman, Midland (page 257), says there are ten boats fish-
ing now where there was only one ten years ago, making it appear that there is no
falling off in fish. A good many fish are lost by drowning in the nets by their
being out too long. Such fish are salted and then they go to market, otherwise they
could not be used. It is desirable to have close seasons and spawning localities set
apart where the fish would not be molested.

Capt. McGregor, master mariner, Georgian Bay (page 221), attributes the falling
off of fish to fishermen using a greater number of gill-nets than they can attend to.
Nets remain in the water until the fish decay and have to be thrown away. Last
fail I lifted some gill-nets and at least a ton of rotten fish had to be thrown out of
them. The excessive quantity of nets used had as much to do with this waste as
the stormy weathor. This will deplete the fisheries altogether if allowed to continue.
The destructive work goes on in places 3 to 4 miles off shore on the honeycombed
bottonied rocks, which are the real spawning grounds of the fish. This destruction
applies to both salmon-trout and whitefish.

Neither trout nor whitefish under two pounds should be caught. A 5-inch
mesh should be the lowest size licensed. Pound-nets in the locality of Cornell and
Thessalon throw away and destroy large quantities of small fish. Late in October
and in November fishermen use their old nets and take the chance of their being
swept away, frequently full of dead fish. Fishermen now fish in water 70 fathoms
(420 feet) deep, 15 and 20 miles out.

Albert Iutchins, Midland, Georgian Bay (page 227), says:-Before coming here
fished in Lake Ontario about 30 years for whitefish and salmon-trout. The great
majority were whitefish, and were caught at Wellington Beach with seines, as many
as 5,000 to 10,000 at one haul during the night. This was in the summer time,
June and July. These were salted and sold on the ground to dealers. H1e bas
caught as many in a season as would allow the owners of the seine for their share,
about $2,000. The other $2,000 would go to the fishermen. Even more than this
number were caught sometimes. Fishing was carried on in the fall of the year
also. Whitefish were thick everywhere in Lake Ontario at that time; bave known
as many as 90,000 being taketi in one haul in the night; was present and saw them
counted; has often known from 5,000 to 10,000 being taken, and has taken 40,000
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in a seine several tirnes in July on Wellington Beach; those that were saved of the
90,000 were salted; many were lost because they could not be taken care of. There
was another haul as large as this taken at Westlake Beach; the net was a 175-rod
seine called "the sou'wester." When I left Lake Ontario some fourteen years ago
there were no whitefish to be had by the fishermen where these great hauls had
been made; in fact the whitefish fishery had ceased to exist; there was no more of
it. I left Lake Ontario to fish hore with a number of other fishermen who left for
the sane cause.

James A. Smith, Midland (page 235), says:-Has seen 20,000 whitefish on
Consecon Beach, Lake Ontario, being one evening's catch, not one in twenty of
which would weigh two pounds; this was in June; some were salted; others rotted
on the shore and were made into manure. They were so plentiful that 100 could be
bought for 25 cents. Whitefish were so plentiful in Lake Ontario that with one
seine (I owned half of it), a 50-rod seine put up in one month 180 barrels for our
net's share; the other men (eight of them) would get the equivalent to 180 barrels
amongst them; this was in June, 1869 or 1870 ; there were other- seines fishing
also. The same year, in November, the fish were very numerous, and all larger
fish than usual, weighing about 2¾ pounds; as many as we could barrel we salted,
but a great many were lost. Whitefish were so numerous that they were hauled
away foir manure for use upon the farns. The whitefish were so plentiful that in
hauling the seine they could not pull it on the shore; they had to dip out what
they wanted of the fish with small nets and let the rest go. When I left Lake
Ontario some 15 years ago whitefish were almost externinated; salmon-trout and
whitefish in Lake Ontario were vastly more numerous than they have ever been in
Georgian Bay.

Capt. S. Whartman, Midland (page 244), says:-Fished in Lake Ontario in
1874 at Presqu'Isle and Brighton, principally for trout of large size. The fish
were quite plentiful then. Left there in 1878 to corne to Georgian Bay to fish and
better myself. The rough fish and whitefish in Lake Ontario have fallen off very
much; understand from late rersidents that the fishing in Lake Ontario is all done
now.

William J. Hodgins, Midland (page 247), says :-Fished in Lake Ontario from
1875 to 1877, and caught trout and whitefish; left there whitefish had become so
very scarce. In 1856 and 1857 they were caught in great numbers. Whitefish
were more plentiful in Lake Ontario than ever in Georgian Bay. Left Lake Ontario
to come here to better his fishing, and other fishermen came here from thore with
the same intention.

W. W. Church, Midland (page 250), says:-In Lake Ontario whitefish years ago
were caught by the thousands in seines from the 10th October to 1st November
along the beach at Weller's Bay and the Consecon Bay, at Presqu'Isle along the
shores of the lake; has known every 40 rods of the beach in five miles to
have a seine; a seine would get from 1,000 to 6,000 whitefish at a haul.
These fish were cleaned and salted in barrels. Seine owners would have some-
times as niany as 15 persons cleaning and salting fish and sometimes many of the
fish would be spoiled, they were taken so numerously. It was about 30 years ago
when they began to drop off, then when I left it was not worth while going out
with a boat, they were so scarce; has known as many as 40,000 caught in one seine
in July. That business is all gone now, not worth carrying on at all. As the fish
gave out in Ontario I came up to the Georgian Bay to fish, and quite a few other
fishermen left for there in the same way.

Joseph Cunningham, Midland (page 257) says :-Fished in Lake Ontario for
about 10 years but could not get enough to make a living out of it, and then came
up here to carry on fishing; caught whitefish in Lake Ontario off Amherst Island,
something like 1,900 at a haul at first but got very few later on. Both whitefish and
trout became scarce from overfishing Lake Ontario.
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(M.)-LAKE SIMCOE.

BARRIE.

Alexander B. McPhee, registrar of Barrie (page 267):-In 1862 I could catch
16 salmon-trout in a morning in this bay; now I might fish 5 or 6 days and not
catch one-whitefish and ail fish have decreased.

John Stevens, photo artist. Barrie, (page 271):-Regards the fisheries of Lake
Simcoe as so depleted that angling only should be permitted.

Samuel Wesley, 42 years resident in Barrie, publisher (page 274) say:-The
close season for whitefish and salmon-trout should begin lst October and end 31st
December, Lake Simcoe is so depleted of fish, from fishing in the spawning season
and overfishing, that it should be closed against nets entirely. The lake is too de.
pleted for fishing in a commercial sense.

John Hines, Barrie (page 276) says:-Fourteen years ago fishermen could
make lots of money catching whitefish, trout and maskinongé in the Lake-the fish-
ermen have gone elsewhere, the fishing is done. The Rome and Snake Indians Ibl-
low fishing ail the year round and their harvest is during the close season. There
was a great deal of fishing at Midland, Waubaushone and Penetanguishene this year
during the close season. The only whitefish caught now are speared about Big Bay
Point.

(N.)-LAKE ONTARIO.

From evidence given at Hamilton.

William Depew, Burlington Beach, Lake Ontario (page 308) says :-In the
destruction of the salmon-trout and whitefish fishing, these seines with 1-inch bar
mesh in centre were used. He has seen thousands of fish piled on the beach and
left there to spoil. " The pigs came down to eat what they wanted."

The salmon-trout and whitefish were destroyed on Burlington Beach, Lake
Ontario, down towards Grimsby by seines during the summer, but the biggest part
Was with gill-nets in the autumn months while spawning. They were caught out
by overfishing at all times, including the spawning time. Ciscoes are not so numer-
Ous as formerly.

Daniel McGwyn, Burlington Beach, Hamilton (page 303) :-Ciscoes and her-
ring are what we fish for here. Whitefish and trout were in plenty in 1860; got 680
trout and whitefish in one haut on this beach; none at ait now; none to market;
destroyed ; the yellow pickerel are gone also.

Jonathan Corey, fisherman, Burlington Beach (page 311), says they fished on
IBurlington Beach with seines, 1-inch bar mesh or 2-inch extension, twenty to thirty
Years ago. Large and small whitefish were taken. The small ones were so numer-
Onis they were thrown away in piles on the beach. The fishing was destroyed by
catching in spawning time, overfishing and killing too many small fish.

John Davis, Hamilton, fish-dealer, gets fish from ail the lakes; says the mesh is
tOo small. Even from Lake Superior, where the fish are abundant, they send down
SMall fish. We get nothing from the east; ail fresh water fish come from the we.t.
These immature fish are chiefly asalmon-trout and whitefish. Less than a three-
Pound salmon-trout is not wanted. Immature fish are unsaleable to a certain ex-
teit; they don't command weight and price as mature fish. Two pounds is the
8mallest salmon-trout that should be caught. These immature fish come from the
isla'nds in the Georgian Bay, and from ail the western fisheries in Lakes Huron,
Superior and Georgian Bay. Collingwood and Wiarton are the great shipping
Points; they are usually sent in June and July. They catch a tremendous lot of small
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fish at Southampton, and they must have small nets. There must be a larger mesh
ordered for these lakes, both for gill-nets and pound-nets. If this is not done the
fish wllI play out, and nobody will be able to live at it, neither dealers nor fislier-
men. The trout and whitefish were very numerous in Lake Ontario all the way
down to Cobourg. Thirty years ago you could not put a net in the wrong place in
Lake Ontario to catch fish; noue now to be caught. The pound-net is the best.
There are a great many fish destroyed in gill-nets. Fish are not fit for food that
have been lying dead in those nets for four or five .days. They are unfit for food
whether they are herrings, whitefish or anything else. The ciscoes are falling off.
To preserve the fish close seasons are necessary. The fish are not good then, and
should not be caught. To keep up my reputation as a dealer I will not handle such
fish. The publie should be prevented f'rom getting such fish, and everybody will be
the botter for it in the long run.

Frederick Corey, Burlington Beach, fisherman 60 years (page 320), says :-There
was no law in 1840 to prevent our fishing our seines with any sized nesh, and we did
not know what harm we were doing in catching small fish. We caught many
thousands that were never used. They were unflt for use and were thrown away.
We let them lie on the beach. These little whitefish would not weigh over a quarter
of a pound or half a pound. The size of a mature fish was then four pounds. We
fished all the year round for salmon-trout. The first gill-nets were used in 1853.
Pickerel were vory plentiful; we used to catch thousands of them with seines. The
pickerel were destroyed by catching in the spawning season. They were always
caught in that season. So far as salmon-trout are concerned they are not in ex-
istence now, in the way of business. They were all along the lake 40 years ago.
We fished all the year round.

(O.)-LAKE ONTARIO.

From evidence taken at Toronto.

Michael Doyle, fishdealer, Toronto (page 287) says:-He deals in all kinds of
fish. The biggest part of my whitetish and salmon-trout came last summer from
Collingwood, some from Southampton and Goderich, and in the winter from Mani-
toba and Winni peg; does not know anything about their nets, but knows they are
catching unlawful fish and have been for years; the department has been busy put-
ting in the spawn and the fishermen have been busy taking them up. They should
be prohibited from fishing for three years now; if their nets were lawful they
would not hold these fish; Southampton is a great place for them, both small trout
and whitefish; they come fresh and cleaned and packed in ice along with the big
ones; there are more small ones than big ones. There is a larger shipping place
for these immature fish, but I forget the name (Wiarton, I believe). The salmon-
trout would be from one pound to onie and a half; the whitefish not larger than a
good-sized herring; these fish are not fit to be killed; they should not be caught.
All kinds of fish should be proserved while spawning; when fish are spawning they
have neither taste nor flavour; it is like killing a cow in calf; there is plenty of
law, but it is not enforced; whitefish and salmon-trout have fallen off most. I
came here in 1862, and fishermen would bring in boats loaded with them down to
the gunwale; this was at Toronto Island; now they are only catching the small
whitefish you put in from the hatcheries; they have fallen off altogether. Formerly
they brought so many whitefish and salmon-trout we could notget room in the market
for them; we used to pile them up outside; they glutted the market; there were piles
outside on the sidewalk on the street; we had so many to sell here at one time that
we had liberty to sell till Sunday morning at 10 o'clock, the fish were that thick here.
The whitefish weighed 4, 5 and 6 pounds and sold for half a dollar a dozen; the
salmon-trout weighed 8, 10 and 12 pounds, and were so plentiful they sold for 50
cents each. There are none of these fish at all to be had now; they have emigrated
or something has happened to them; should like to see Lake Ontario get a chance
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to see if these fish would not accumulate again. They catch small whitefish off the
island-the small, immature fish-(Mr. Wilmot's fish); they won't stand; are
young, delicate and smnall; they won't keep. The business of the fishermen and
fish-dealer will soon be at an end unless proper regulations are made to preserve fish
and preventing their destruction at improper times and killing immature fish.

Dawson W. Port, fisherman, Toronto (page 202) says:-Immature white-
fish and salmon-trout come to this market. They are soft, fiabby and easily bruised
and are to a certain extent unmarketable. They are not as saleable as full-grown
fish. They come principally from the Georgian Bay and Lake Erie for the herring;
and the head of Lake Superior for the salmon-trout. A good many of these small
fish come from Port Arthur. There they get a large quantity of small whitefish,
and being very soft they often come crushed by the weight of ice in the packing.
Sometimes they are not saleable. If they come fit to sell, they are sold from 1 cent
to 2 cents per lb. less than proper sized fish. The smail herring are not saleable.
If sold at all, it is at greatly reduced prices. These small fish are mixed up with
big fish when sent to market. The fisbermen, the dealers and the public are all
interested in preventing the destruction of these immature fish. This and catching
fish at the spawning season are the two great evils to be contended with. White-
fish have fallen off most by all odds, and salmon-trout are not so plentiful as
formerly. Whitefish should receive special protection. Lake Ontario principally
supplied the Toronto market in years past-Toronto and the east with whitefish and
salmon-trout. They were caught in large quantities, with seines along the shores
or about Willard's Beach, or Toronto Island, and at the eastern and western ends of
the lake. Now there are only a very few brought to this market from Lake Ontario.
We depend wholly on the western lakes. The speckled trout is gone, so far as the
public is concerned. There are large quantities of fish destroyed by dying in the
gill-nets when left out for three nights. This is caused by men trying to handle too
many nets, and by stormy weather. If not altogether spoiled, thev are generally
salted. They would be unfit to sell as fresb fish. Lately the people won't touch
them. They are unsaelable.

Horatio John Bray, fish-dealer, Toronto (page 297):-Pound-nets in salmon-
trout and whitefish waters should have 5-inch mesh in pots and the same in gill-
nets. We are now getting fish too small to be marketablo. The really marketable
fish now come from Manitoba. A barrel of herrings-a sugar barrel--should con-
tain 350 herrings, 250 lbs. This would be a saleable fish. I receive many barrels
more containing 600 and 700 herrings, and they are not worth the express charges
when they come to the warehouse. They are perfectly unsaleable. You may seli
a few for 50 cents per hundred and dump the rest. Large quantities of small her-
rings are used for manure and thrown away. My whitefish supply now comes from
Port Arthur, Lake Superior mostly. The Lake Ontario whitefish are only half-
grown. The seines destroyed whitefishing in Lake Ontario. That was done 14 or
15 years ago. Remembers some years ago they put in whitefish fry from the
hatcheries over at Niagara. Afterwards the fishermen caught them in seines.
HIandled pretty much all of them that were shipped here. Got $8 per 100; but
they shipped so many we had to drop it. They were from ¾ to 1 lb. Thev haven't
had hardly any since. The speckled trout as a fish for the public is about extinct
in Ontario.

William Montgomery (page 281) says:-A gill-net in Lake Ontario means a
herring net. There are no salmon-trout. No whitefish have been caught in thefaîl
for some years. Cannot tell when they spawn. The summer catch is not much.
The ciscoe is our best fishing, and they have gone away for the present. Cannot
account for the falling off in the whitetish. All he knows is they have disappeared.
OUr 2-inch bar mesh is too largo, it will not catch the half-grown whitefish. The
herriungs are decrea8ing. The scarcer the fish get the less often we lift our gill-nets.
They are now left out about four nights and catch 4,000. Three years ago we left
them eut two or three nights and got 6,000 or 7,000. On account of the way the
fishing is, has only his brother helping him and a 28-foot boat. Three seines
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is the extent of the whitefish seine fishing now around Toronto. The next seine is
at Frenchman's Bay, down 20 miles from here. Towards Hamilton the Humber is
the first, then I think no more tilt you get to Burlington Beach, Hamilton. The
large catches of whitefish heard of were quite 18 years ago.

(P.)-AMERICANS FISHING IN CANADIAN WATERS.

Mr. Keys, who represented Sandusky fish-dealers at the Detroit International
Fishery Conference, 1892, said: " Beyond Sandusky Bay strings of gill-nets reach
clear over into the Canadian waters and whether there is a close season in Canada
or not, they run their gill-nets clear across to Pelee Island, and they do not make
any bones about it."

Prank Jackson, Port Dover (page 6) says:-American gill-net fishermen fish
within six miles of our Canadian shore, off Clay Point and Long Point Island. Has
seen as many as five or six boats, tugs and gill-net boats, each fish boat would have
a gang of nets 2,000 yards. The usual months are June and July following the
whitefish. These boats hail from Erie, Penn., on the opposite coast. This has been
going on for ten years. No Canadian would be permitted to fish in this way on the
Amorican side of the bouidary lino.

Capt. J. S. Allen, Port Dover (page 11) says :-Americans flsh inside the na-
tional boundary lino within six miles of Gull Island, and eastward from Clay Point
to Clear Creek.

Henry Swan, Port Burwell (page 28) says:-American tug boats lie off
Clay Point, tour or five miles out, and fish, the lake being fifty miles wide there; that
would be twenty miles on the Canadian side of the lino.

W. Emery, Port Burwell (page 23) says :-American fishormen boast of fishing
in our waters. That is chiefly done about Long Point Island.

C. C. Bates, Clear Creek (page 17) says:-Last spring there was an American
fishing tug fishing for herring and blue pickeret within a few miles of our shore
(lake 50 miles wide). They were in sight fishing for several days. Ran up along-
side of them and said: "You people are out of your element." They said they just
came in to take some fish out, they often came over in the spring.

Capt. John Ellison, Port Stanley (page 29) says:-Americauns fish in our
waters within 20 miles of Port Stanley, (lake 60 miles wide) ; has seen them fishing
with gill-nets and tugs; has a good chance to see these American fishing boats pas-
sing along on hie steamboat route to Cleveland; it should not be allowed.

Ira Loop, of Kingsville (page 36) says:-American tugs cross from Sandusky
and take fish on board direct from Canadian nets. It would be impossible for some
of the fishermen to dispose of their fish if those tugs did not come and take them.
The tugs get a permit to run one or two weeks, and then they clear on certain days.
They do not infringe upon the law; it would be impossible to make entry every day;
it is an irregularity, but they are permitted to do that.

W. R. Black, Kingsville (page 32) says:-Some Americans at the "Old
ien " tish gill-nets in Canadian waters. Capt. Post takes fish from a number of

Canadian pound-nets direct to Sandusky.

W. D. Bates, Rond Eau (page 34) says:-We run our small boat alongside
of the American tug, and just weigh and sell to them. Sometimes the tug comes
into port-sometimes she goes direct to the American port.

Capt. J. W. Post, Leamington (page 61), says:-Have seen American gill-net
tugs on Canadian side of boundary lino, engaged in lifting gill-nets-about six miles
east of Pelee Island-should think they were herring nets, but a 3-inch meesh wili
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catch ordinary whitefish and occasionally a sturgeon-has seen American tugs take
fish from Canadian fishermen direct from the nets, and go direct to the American
markets-Sandusky and Cleveland.

John Lang, Port Huron (page 85) says:-Near Kettle Point, Lake Huron,
there is 10 miles square of rocky honeycombed spawning ground. There is a great
rush of fish to this point. On these spawning grounds the Americans corne with
their tugs and nets and men and fish right through our close season, whilst the
Canadians are keeping the close season. This fishing is whollyin Canadian waters.
This was done this year by the Port Huron Fish Company. These American fishing
companies claim that by instructions from the United States consul at 8arnia they
could fish anywhere beyond three miles from the Canadian shores. These American
fishermen fished right through the month of November. They made a wonderful
catch of' those spawning fish, and on account of the roughness of the season, great
quantities of those fish were thrown away as unmerchantable, and manv of' them
rotted in the water.

Capt. John Cràigie, Goderich (page 89) says:-There is one American tug of 25
or 30 tons down here fishing in Canadian water. The latter part of the fail we have
got to stop, and she can fish all she likes. This would be about six or seven miles
from our shore; this bas also been done at the lakes about Drummond Island.

H. W. Ball, Goderich (page 113) says :-There is great discontent among the
fishermen at the present time by Americans being allowed to fish in our waters
when we cannot fish in our own.

Capt. James Inkster, Goderich (page 106) says:-There is an American tug
this season fishing in Canadian waters at Kettle Point. Have seen her.

(Q.)-EXTRACTS FROM SwoRN EVIDENCE BEFORE THE FisHERY CoMM[ss[oN.

THE BLACK BASS.

LAKE ERIE, ETC.

William Grubb, lighthouse keeper, Leamington (page 40):-Does not think
it right for sporting men to angle for bass in the close season. They string them
and tow them about ail day to see who catches most and then at night throw them
away. Most of them are dead. This is doue by Pelee Island anglers.

Phillip DeLaurier, Point Pelee, fisherman for 33 years (page 41) says:-
Black bass spawn from 20th June, through July.

Gilbert DeLaurier, fisherman 25 years, and fish-dealer 5 years, Leamington,
(page 38) says:-They catch black bass largely at Pelee Island. They spawn
about June.

Ira Loop, Kingsville, fisherman 25 years (page 36) says:-Black blass spawn
late in June.

W. B. Black, fisherman, Kingsville (page 32) says :-Large quantities of
black bass are caught by American anglers at Peleo Island. They are caught in
June when spawning. it creates discontent among Canadian fishermen.

Henry Smith, Pelee Island, angler (page 45) says :-Angling is carried on
on from 15th May to lst June, and from middle of Oct.ber to middle of November.
They spawn from lst June till July. They catch from 40 to 400 per day. Fishing
is botter in June. If they spawn in June it is better not to kill them. The quan-
tity of fish is small to what it was formerly. They fish with one line and several
baits. They sometimes catch four at a timo, but not often They have two or three

Xxxi



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 10C*.)

minnows, a couple of flies, a spoonbait and three to five hooks. Thinks pound-
nets have helped to destroy bass fishing, but bas not seen one lifted for five years;
could easily see one lifted. Does not know what they catch.

LAKE SIMCoE.

Alexander B. McPhee, Barrie (page 267) says :-Black bass should be pro-
tected for the benefit of the public generally. Would like to see the close season
extended to the 1st July. Caught earlier, they are sluggish and not fit for food.
They are sluggish even in August. Caught in proper season, prefers black bass to
any other fish.

Samuel Wesley, Barrie, publisher (page 274) says:-Black bass are good in
September. They are sleepy before 1st July. The close season should be extended
til 1lst July.

John Hines, Barrie (page 276) says:-The Buckskin Club from Buffalo come
to the Severn River in the summer and catch large quantities of bass. The settlers
said they caught them in piles and let theni lie on the rock. Some places were
stinking with fish. They caught them for sport.

GEORGIAN BAY.

Samuel Fraser, Midland (page 231):-Regarding black bass fishing, it is
carried on largely by tourists and anglers who catch them in great numbers and
throw a great many on the rocks to spoil. This is done by campers out, princi-
pally. These fish should have a close guardianship. They are taken amongst the
islands whero they are not observed by the officers. These tourists are not of much
service to the localities to which they come. They bring their supplies and
camp out.

J. A. Smith, fisherman, Midland (page 235):-Bass will spawn in May, not
so much in June. They may watch their beds and young in June and July, and this
would lead to the impression that they were spawning then. Some of the tourists
who come up here are very injurious. They catch more bass than they can con-
sume, and fish are left upon the rocks to spoil-sheer wanton waste.

John Yates, fisherman, Midland (page 241):-There bas been great waste by
persons leaving black bass on the rocks to spoil. Bass are a fish that spoil very
quickly unless iced. A close season for bass should be thoroughly enforced.

LAKE ONTARIO.

Daniel McGwyn, Burlington Beach, fisherman (page 303) says :-Black bass
are not fit for food in July and Angust, they spawn from May till June. They are
caught in the summer when not fit to use,-in July and August-it is waste to catch
them in Burlington Bay before November. It is not the fishermen who catch them,
it is the sports. They are wasted. When fit for food they bring 10c. and even 12îc.
per pound.

William Depew, fishermen, Burlington Beach (page 308) says :-To catch black
bass in July and August is simply a waste of the fish. They are not fit to eat.
They do not spawn until Ju*ne.

Jonathan Corey, Burlington Beach, fisherman (page 311) says:-Btack bass
are hardly good in August. A first-rate fish in September, October and November.
Does not think they should be supplied to the public as food before September.
City people troll in the summer and throw away the fish.
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Frederick Corey, fisherman, Burlington Beach (page 320) says :-The best time
to catch black bass is the spawning time. They make their spawning beds 20th
May, spawn about lst June. They watch their young until they leave the bed.

John Davis, Hamilton, fish-dealer (page 316) says:-Black bass is a good fish
and should be preserved.

TORONTO.

Michael Doyle, fish-dealer, Toronto (page 287) says:-Bass in value come next
to salmon-trout and whitefish, if we could get them, they are the dearest.

Dawson W. Port, fish-dealer, Toronto (page 292) says:-Bass are pretty good
in September and October, best after that. They are not good in spawning time.
No fish are good at spawning time. Black bass are good fish and should be pre-
served. Our customers will take them when in good condition.

Roratio John Bray, fish-dealer, Toronto (page 297).-Black bass are in best con-
dition just as the ice leaves and they catch them with hook and line. They are more
valuable than whitefish. They are not fit for food in July andAugust; they catch
them in June. They should not be handled then. Could handle half a ton a day
vhen they are in good condition, but do not get 25 pounds.

(R.)-THE CISCOE.

Daniel McGwyn, Burlington Beach, says:-Ciscoes spawn frem 25th December
till the middle of January. They have fallen off considerably during the past four
or five years by being overfished-too many nets. They are better cured than her-
rings, being a fatter fish. They are caught from lst November until lst May.
They spawn in deep water on weedy bottoms, about six miles out, and are caught
in deep water. They do not come near the shores. Two men can handle 2,000
yards of" gtll-net; 21-foot boat; that would be too much in a boat; some use a good
deal more; sets one gang of nets and lifts one; some keep three gangs, 6,000 yards
in the water, but 2,000 yards is enough for two men to handle ; meshes I*-inch bar;
net out two or three nights before being taken up; had them out twelve nights, and
the lish still good ; they live quite a while if notstrangled; sometimes lose nets, fish
and al, in some severe storns ; have had a clean sweep of everything; do not fish
for ciscoes in May, June, July and August; they are too oily, and we would have to
go too far out to catch thcm; we would have to take ice, and that would not pay;
December is the best month ; has quit ciscoeing; they are going the same road as
the whitefish and salmon-trout; they spawn all the year round, but chiefly in
January.

William Depew, Burling ton Beach (page 308) :-Uses a 2ï-inch extension mesh
for ciscoes; ciscoes are in the best condition all the winter ; they begin to get soft
in May; they are caught in deep water, six to fifteen miles from the shore; one fall
they came within 200 yards of the shore ; they keep out beyond the whitefish ; the
biggest part of the ciscoes spawn in February; see spawn in them in November and
December; the eggs are pretty plentiful in the boats the latter part of January and
February; they are a good deal better fish than the herring, when they are cured ;
the ciscoe is best cured; the ciscoe is a soft fish, and does not eat well ; fresh salting
and smoking makos them harder; ciscoe and herring are the same size; both about
the same value; herring are more numerous and can be sold fresh; ciscoes are being
caught out, and are not so numerous as they wore formerly; they are overfished;
the size of the net, 2î-inch extension, is all right; it is overfishing that does it; they
are caught most numerously in January and February; they begin to spawn in
January, but mostly in Februaiy; thinks fishing in the spawning season has helped
to reduce them.
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Jonathan Corey, Burlington Beach (page 311):-Fishes for ciscoes with a 1¼ to 1¾
bar measure mesh.

John Davis, fish-dealer, Hamilton (page 316):-Ciscoes are good any time except
when spawning. They are getting played out.

Frederick Corey, Burlington Beach (page 320):-Ciscoes have fallen off very
much of late years by overfishing and catching in the spawning season.

William Montgomery, fisherman, Toronto (page 281):-Egg, flow freely from
the ciscoe in November and January; leave nets out now over four nights and move
nets and lift about 4,000; three years ago lifted some two or three nights and caught
6,000 or 7,000; the scarcer the fish get the less often we lift.

Dawson W. Port, fish-dealer, Toronto (page 292) :-Ciscoes are always good
except at spawning time.

fHoratio John Bray, fish-dealer, Toronto:-Sixteen years ago began to handle
ciscoes smoked; was the first man to smoke them; at that time the mesh was 2ï
extension; they have got it down to 2# and 2½. The fish caught with the 2¾ mesh
were good saleable fish. The fish are getting so small it is bard work to seil them.
If they were anything else but ciscoes they would not sell at ail. The mesh should
be 2j extension. They are good ait the year round. The dealers don't want to
handle ciscoes from lst June to lst October. They are a delicate soft fish and spoil
too quickly to be handled in the hot weather. The ciscoe is a valuable marketable
fish and should be preserved.

The evidence in detail is herewith appended.

Respectfully submitted.

SAMUEL WILMOT,
Chairman.

EDWARD HARRIS,
Commissioner.

OTTAWA, lst March, 1893.

xxxiv

A. 1893



Ontario Fishery Commission.

EV IDENCE

PART

TAKEN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER, 1892





Ontario Fishery Commission.

INDEX
TO

WITNESSES' NAMES
IN

PART I.

EVIDENCE TAKEN IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER, 1892.

A. 
PAGE.

Ansley, H. E., Port Dover.................. 3
Allen, (. F. do ............. .. .. 9
Allen, J. S. do .. ........ ....... il
Allen, Jos., Sandwich.. ........... ..... 71

B.

Bates, C. C., St. Thomas . ......... ...... 17
Brown, A. C. do ..... ... ...... ... 21
Backhoise, Wm., Port Burwell. ........... 26
Black, W. H., Leamington ................ 32
Bates, W . 1). do ..... .... ..... .34
Burton, J. A., Sandwich.. ........... ... 67
Ball, H. W., G(oderich ...... ............. 113
Bonter, Frank.................. ...... 239
Bray, Horatio J., Toronto ....... ....... 297

C.
Cudney, Wn., St. Thomas ... .. ......... 20
Craigie, John, Goderich .... ... ..... ..... 89
Clarke, Jas, do .. :. ...... .. . .... . 97
Clarke, .Jas. do re-examnined ......... 123
Clark, W. A., Collingwood......... . ..... 207
Church, W. W., Midland .... ...... ..... 250
Cunningham, Jos........ .. ............ 257
Campbell, Arch .... ............ . .... 259
Corey, Jonathan, Hamnilton. ... ......... 311
Corey, Frederick do ................ 320

D.

DeLaurier, Gilbert, Leamington............38
DeLaurier, Phillip do. ........... 41
DeLaurier, John, Windsor................47
Dunn, Capt. Ed., Owen Sound ............ 161
Doyle, Michael, Toronto. . .... ....... ... 287
Depew, William, Hamilton... ........... 308
Davis, John, Hamilton................. 316

E .l.

Einery, Wm., St. Thomas .............. . .23
Ellison, John, Port Stanley ......... . . 29
Elliott, Thos. H., Midland............... 261

F.
Fraser, Samuel, Midland. ....... ........ 231

G.
Grub , Wm., Point Pelée ..... . ...... 40
Gauthier, Chas., Sandwich............... 74
Gerow, William, Midland... . ........... 255

PAGE
Hebert, Hem>y, Sandwich.. .............. 42
Hines, John, Barrie............. ....... 276
Hitchcock, M. A., Sarnia . -............ 80
Hutchins, Albert, Midland. ... ......... 227
Hill, Chas., Midland. -.. . . . .......... 253
H odgins, W . J ............. ............... 247

I.

Inkster, Jas., Goderich.... ......... 106

J.

Jackson, F., Port Dover.... .............. 6
Jolie, Noah, Sandwich.... ......... ...... 51

K.

Knight, George, Collingwood. ............. 195

L.

Low, David, Port Dover.. . ................. 15
Low, James do .. ........... ..... 16
Lang, Daniel, St. Thomas ....... . ......... 25
Loop, Ira, Leaniington... ..... .......... 36
Laframboise, Réini, Sandwich.... ... ... .. 54
Lang, John, Port Huron..... ............. 85
Little, Chas., Meaford ............ ...... . 194

M.

Morgan, Crosby, Port Dover. ............. 12
Maloche, Daniel, Sandwich..... ...... ... 57
Maloche, Joseph do ....... . ...... 69
Montgorery, min., Toronto .... .......... 281

Me.
McDonald, Malcolm Goderich ........ . _. 118
McCauley, Donald, ýouthampton ..... ..... 128
McKenzie, Malcolm do .... ...... 135
McAuley, Daniel do ............ 143
McLennan, Finlay do ... . ...... 147
McAuley, Dougal do ....... .... 152
McDonald, Donald, Owen Sound. .......... 158
McKnight, Robert do ........... 164
McKenzie, John do ........... 166
McIntosh, Gilbert P., Meaford....... ... .. 172
Mclntosh, Gilbert P., do re-called .... 183
McCrae, John do ........ .... 186
McGregor, Capt., Owen Sound-...... .... 221
McPhee, A. B., Barrie... . .............. 267
Macdonell, Hector, Toronto...... ... ..... 286
McGwyn, Daniel, Hamilton.............. 303



N.

Nelson, John, Meaford.... ........
PAGE.

178

Post, J. W., Leamington................... 61
Pili'm, James, Meaford................ 167
Phillips, C. W., Midland ........... .. 229
Port, D. W., Toronto..... ... ........... 292

R.

Ross, Chas. H., Barrie .................. 280

S.
Swan, Henry, Port Burwell.. .......... . 28
Smith, Henry, Pelée Island ................ 45
Stephen, A. H., Meaford...... ........ ... 176

A. 1893

S.
Stewart, Jaàmes, Meaford...... .. .......
Sanders, Norman, Collingwood. ........
Smith, Jas. A., M eaford ...................
Stevens, John, Barrie. . .............

PAGE.

192
202
235
271

Tibbetts, W. F., Port Dover... ............ 14
Telford, Jas., Owen Sound. ..... ..... .. 163

W.
Whartnan, Capt. S., Midland........ .... 244
Wesley, Samuel, Barrie..... .......... , .. 274

Y.

Yates, John, Midland .......... ..... .241

xxxviii

56 Victoria. Sessional Paperb (NO. 10c*.)



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. loc.) A. 1893

DOMINION FISHERY COMMISSION
FOR THE

PROVINCE OF ONTARIO.

No. 1-PORT DOVER.

Mr. Samuel Wilmot and Mr. Edward Harris, commissioners appointed by the
Dominion Government to investigate into matters connected with the fishery regu-
lations which apply to the fisheries in the province of Ontario, under letters of
instructions dated ut Ottawa, 29th September, 1892, met at Port Dover on Friday
the 4th day of November, 1892, when Mr. Wilnot was appointed chairman, an4
Mr. Harris acted as secretary pro tem.

Previous to the first meeting to take evidence, the commissioners had made a
personal survey and inspection of the several fisheries on and around Long Point Bay
and Island, and examined the pound-nets and seines usibg the 4-inch extension mesh.
These nets were lifted and drawn ashoro for their inspection. Information*as also
largely obtained from many local fishermen and residents of recognized position.

Mr. Jenkins, the secretary appointed for this commission by the department,
not having reported himself, the commissioners decided to visit Simcoe, the county
town, and arrange for a short-hand writer to be in attondance to take evidence on
Friday, tie 4th November, at 3 p.m.

To obtain the best resuilts it was decided by the commissioners to take ail
evidence upon oath in the following form, and as provided by Chapter 114, Revised
Statutes of Canada:-

You, solemnly swear (or affirm) that you will truly answer ail
such questions as may be put to you by this commission, and alsogive such evidence
and information as shall be within your personal knowledge to tiyis commission
relating to the tish or fisheries of the province of Ontario.

Mr. Frank E Gull, of Simcoe, a stenographer, having consented to act as
secretary pro lem, he-was, on motion, appointed.

The Commission then proceeded to take evidence.

H. Ê. ANSLEY, Esq., Warden of the County, was duly sworn and gave replies
as follows:-

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. Are you warden of the county ?-A. Yes; and born in the county, and lived
on this lake shore ail my life.

Q. About how many years is it since you first obtained knowledge of fish and
fisberies ?-A. It would bu 25 years, I suppose. I have been engaged in the fishing
business about 15 years.

Q. I believe you are also a qitalified chemist and have a diplona ?-A. Yes ; I
arm a graduate of the Ontario Coltege of Pharmacy.

Q. What sort of fishing were you engaged in ?-A. I have been engaged in
pound-net tishing, also gil-net fishing, catching whitefish, sturgeon, herring, yellow
and blue pickerel, pike, maskinongé and other coarse fish.

3
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Q. Ilow many nets had you at one time directly and indirectly under your
control ?-A. I have had as high a, eight and ten pound-nets.

Q. What quantity of gill-nets ?-A. About two thousand yards of gill-net.
Q. Any seines ?-A. No seines.
Q. What size mesh had you in the pot of your pound-nets ?-A. I have fished

2-inch extension and 3-inch extension.
Q. What would yon have in the hearts ?-A. 4-inch.
Q. And the leader ?-A. (-nch of extension measure.
Q. With regard to the gil nets ?-A. I have fished 3Ï and 4-inch of extension

measnre.
Q. What waters do you fish in ?-A. I have fished with pound-nets north, east

and west of Port Dover.
Q. And your gill-nets vere fished in the same localities ?-A. More particularly

in the outer Bay of Long Point.
Q. When is the herring and whitefish in the best condition ?-A. In the best

condition in the month of June.
Q. When are they in the softest coïdition ?-A. Whitefish aie softer in No-

vember.
Q. Are fish a higher price in June or in November ?-A. Generally speaking,

there is very little difference in the price. If there is any difference they would be
higher in November, from the fact that during the middle months ot the season,
June and July, herring are caught in very much larger quantities, and being warm
then it is necessary to dispose of them as they will not keep, and there is more
demand in November because it is colder weather.

Q. Where do you market your fish chiefly ?-A. There has always been a good
market in Canada for whitefish, sturgeon, blue and yellow piekorel and bass, and
have shipped to the United States. The home market is quite as good as the
foreign.

Q. Do you think it is possible to largely increase the home market ?-A. Yes.
Q. By what means ?-A. By getting a more regular supply, and a greater dis-

tribution through the country.
Q. What do you suggest as being a better mode of distribution ?-A. I should be

inclined to think, by some means to protect the fish, se it would be encouraging, and
by having a system of fish dealers and peddlers throughout the country.

Q. Have vou ever taken any observations when the fish are ripe for laying
their eggs?-Whitefish are ripe in November.

Q. As regards herring, what is your experience with them ?-A. I think from
the 15th of November to the 15th of December.

Q. Do you know anything about salmon-trout; have trout been caught here
during your experience ?-A. Odd ones are caught at times.

Q. Not in any quantities ?-A. No.
Q. Have you heard of them being caught by other fishermen ?-A. Not in this

part of i he lake.
Q. In regard to stuigeon, which is the time their eggs are ripe ?-A. In June

and July.
Q. Are the sturgeon caught pretty numerously ?-A. Sturgeon are caught in,

large quantities.
Q. Their principal market is, where?-A. The United States.
Q. You say yo have made caviare of the eggs ?-A. Yes.
Q. Where is that disposed of ?-A. A large portion of it is sent to Germany.
Q. Whether is-the meat of the sturgeon, or the eggs taken from them to make

caviare the most valuable ?-A. I should think they would be about equal.
Q. Could you give me an estimate as to the average weight of your sturgeon,?

-A. I should say about 40 pounds.
Q. Could you give me an idea of the average weight of the eggs of a 40-pound

sturgeon ?-About 10 pounds of eggs.
Q. What price per pound do you sell it at ?-A. I should think an average piice

for the meat would be 4½ cents. Caviare prepared is worth from 15 to 20 cents a
pound.



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 100.) A. 1893

Q. Have yo inken any record of the time in which you consider it best for the
fishermen to take up their nets ?-A. The lst of Novembor.

Q. During your knowledge of fishing, have you known whitefish to be caught
at all in the bay?-A. We have caught whitetisli in the outer bay, and might be
caugrht yet if it were not for the close season wbich prevonts it.

Q. Have you any knowledge of any boing taken in the inner bay ?-A. I have not.
Q. Do you know or have you hourd of whitefish being caught on Whitefish

Batr ?-A. I could not answer that.
Q. Io you believe that the protection of whitefish during their spawning would

be beneficial to the fisherman ?-I think so.
Q. Have you any remarks to make as to the size of meshos for pound-nets?-

A. 4-inch mesh.
Q. Is it too large?-A..It is about the right size for whitofish; it is too largefor

herring; too large for blue pickerel.
Q. Now, what size mesh would you suggest as being a fair one for the capture

of herringr and blue pickerel?-A. 3-inch mesh.
Q. Well, with regard to seines and gill-nets, will it apply the same way ?-A. It

certainly would in gill-nots. The seines for catcbing and blue pickerel
should be 3-inch mesh, but for catching whitefish it should be 5-inch; all the others
would be 3-inch.

Q. What is the usual size of your whitefish'?-A. The average would be about
2ý to 3 pounds.

Q. Have you ever made any inquiries as to the weight of the average herring
that is caught ?-A. 1 to î lb.

Q. Thon have you taken any notice of the simaller whitefish ? Wouild they be
about the size ot' your herring or blue pickerel ?-A. Little larger than a herring.

Q. Would a 3-inch mesh catch a nedium size whitefish ?-A. Yes.
Q. Are you aware that the Long Point Co.'s nets are 4-inch mesh, both in the

pot ot the pound-nets and seines ?-A Yes.
Q. Does the company fish gill-nets ?-A. No.
Q. Do you think a regular enforcement of judicious regulations as to mesh,

and close seasons, would materially injure the fishing trade and business ?-A. It
would injure it in the meantime, but would benefit it in the future.

Q. Do you think that would fairly apply to the waters of Lake Erie in general
as well as to your section ?-A. Yes.

Q. Are you aware thatpound-nets are to be closed and taken up at six o'clock
Saturday and not put down before six o'clock on Monday morning?-A. Yes.

Q. If that was carried out in its entirety, would it injuriously affect the fisher-
men ?-A. It could not be carried out.

Q. Why could it not be carried out ?-A. It is utterly impossible to get to the
pound-nets at all times.

Q. Supposing they did lift the pot on Saturday evening, would they not then
collect the fish ?-A. They could not market them at that time.

Q. Thon they would remain in the pots over Sunday?-A. Yes.
Q. Are fish not now left in the pots over Surday ?-A. Yes.
Q. Could the entrance to the pot be closed on Saturday night so that nio more

fish would get into the pot ?-A. No. The pound-nets if they were required to ho
raised on Saturday evening and kept raised until Monday morning it would be
wholly unprofitable to the fishermen.

Q. At the present time ean poutnd-net fishing be carried on in Lake Erie with-
out the services of a good fishing tug costing from three to four thousand dollars?-
A. Not successfully.

Q. What gearing is required to carry on the fishery successfully in Lake Erie ?-
A. A considerable ambunt of capital to carry on the business, and 10 to 20 pound-nets.

Q. How many tugs ?-A. One tug might fish these 20 nets.
Q. How many mon for ton nets?-A. I would require six mon.
Q. What othergearing is necessary ?-A. Scow, pile driver, say couple of fishing

boats, ice house, fish house and freezing house.
5
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Q. What'would that aggregate in costs for 10 pound-nets ?-A. Three thousand
dollars.

Q. A tug ?-A. Three to four thousand dollars.
Q. Three men per annum ?-A. About $450 each.
Q. Three men ?-A. At about $250 for the season.
Q. Erecting a fish bouse and freezer ?-A. A proper ice bouse and fish bouse,

$2,000.
Q. Cost of furnishing the ice ?-A. One hundred and fifty dollars for ice.
Q. Pile driver, scow and fish-boats ?-A. One thousand dollars.
Q. Do you think that is a reasonable outfit to carry on operations ?-A. I consider

that a fair, reasonable oui fit to carry on operations.
Q. Do you think that a man entering upon business of that kind should receive

protection from the Government?-A. Yes.
Q. Do you think that the close season for whitefish could vary to suit the

locality where the fishermen are engaged fishing ?-A. Yes.
Q. Have you entirely gone out of the fish business now, or actually employed

in it ?-A. . suppose I might say I am engaged in it this season. I do not know liow
long I will remain in it.

FRANK JACKSON was sworn and gave the following evidence:-

By Mr. Wilnot;
Q. Give your nationality ?-A. Canadian.
Q. Occupation ?-A. l-isherman.
Q. Give your residence ?-A. Port Dover.
Q. How long have you lived here ?-A. Thirteen years.
Q. Are you foreman of the Long Point Fishing Company ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you remember at any time when this lake and bay had plenty of whitefish

in it ?-A. Yes, about 20 years ago.
Q. Along this shore ?-A. In the inner bay. My father caught lots of whitefish

in the inner bay in the olden time; they caught then with gill-nets.
Q. And seines ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What particular part of the bay ?-A. Most were caught in Rice Bay and

Sturgeon Bay.
Q. What season of the year were they caught in ?-A. In November; from the

1st to the 15th the thickest.
Q. What were they doing there ?-A. Spawning.
Q. Wbat did you do with them ?-A. Fish were sold in barrels as a rule through-

out the country.
Q. Was that a food supply for the farmers ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. The time you speak of there were no railroads and no foreign market for

fish. Was herring worth catching then ?-A. No, sir.
Q. I suppose what you mean by that is that the supply of whitefish being ample

the herring were valueless, as thewhitefish wereplentiful and much better ?-A. Yes.
Q. Would whitefish supply the maýket ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. How long have you been actually employed on Lake Erie on this side as a

pound-net foreman without a break up to date ?-A. Last 12 years.
Q. What sort of fishery is it iiow ?-A. I should eall it a herring fishery at the

preseit time.
Q. Is that caused by the other fish having been played out ?-A. Yes, sir, white-

fish laving become extinct.
Q. What are the rough fish ?-A. Blue and yellow pickerel and mullet; the staple

fish are herring.
Q. The commoner fish are pike, bass and maskinongé ?-A. Yes.
Q. Herring a*nd blue pickerel are the two principal staple fish ?-A. Yes, sir.
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Q. What mesh are you using now ?-A. I use 4-inch mesh extension in pots,tunnels and hearts, and for leaders 7-inch.
Q. Can you catch herring or blue pickerel in 4-inch inesh ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Then you swear that it is impossible to catch the staple fish with the 4-inch

mesh ?-A. Yes, sir, at this end of the lake.
Q. What sizè mesh would you undertake to catch blue pickerel and herring

with ?-A. The biggest size that can be used is 3-inch mesh.
Q. Will they gill in the 3-inch mesh ?-A. Some will.
Q. If a larger sized twine was used for that mesh would it destroy the fish ?-

A. No, sir, they would not gill as bad.
Q. What size twinewould you recommend so as not to gill fish in the pot ?-A.

It should be No. 20 or 22.
Q. How long will it be before a herring will spoil after it is dead ?-A. They

will spoil in about 18 hours after they are dead.
Q. What size twine do you use in your nets ?-A. I use No. 18.
Q. What do they use in the gill-nets ?-A. I think it is 45 or 50.
Q. Would the 4-inch mesh be better for whitefish than for horring?-A. Yes,and would allow the smali whitefish to pass through.
Q. How many nets are you lifting in these waters ?-A. Eleven.
Q. What plant is required to do this ?-A.. One tug, one seow, one pile driver, two

boats.
Q. What value is the tug?-A. Three thousand dollars.
Q. How many men ?-A. Six men all told.
Q. Could that tug be worked with two erews?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. If you were ordered to raise the pots of those pound-nets every Saturday.

night at.six o'clock and keep them up over Sunday and put them down again on
Monday morning, could you carry on that fishery?-A. It could not be done.

Q. Would it entail Sunday labour if the law was to be enforced ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. If you had 20 pound-nets in these waters when would you require to take

them up and house them ?-A. About the middle of November, in order to save our
nets.

Q. Are you now speaking of the waters inside of Long Point Island ?-A. Yes,
sir.

Q. Are there any pound-nets used along the outside coast of Long Point ?-A. No,
sir.

Q. If you had pound-nets in the waters of Lake Brie, on that beach, when
would you begin to take them up ?-A. About 15th of October.

Q. Why ?-A. On account of the gales and winds.
Q. Would this apply, in your judgment, to the fishing west of Long Point ?-A.

The farther west you go the easier you can fish
Q. Did you ever fish west of Long Point ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. How far west ?-A. Up to Port Bruce.
Q. Would you take up the nets on the 15th of October if you were fishing west

of Port Dover ?-A. I would begin to take up nets on the 15th of November.
Q. In your own judgment would fishing with pound-nets anywhere on Lake Erie

after the l5th of November be unsafe ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. When are the herring or whitefish in the best condition for market ?-A. In

Octo ber and November.
Q. Why do you say that ?-A. Because they are harder and firmer.
Q. In what condition are they as to their spawning at that time ?-A. They do

not spawn like whitefish, herring spawn all the year.
Q. When do whitefish spawn?-A. Prom 15th October to lst December.
Q. How do you tell when they are spawning?-A. Spawn runs out of the fish

when they are ripe.
Q. Do you ever see the spawn running out of herring in May, June or July ?-

A. I have seen it in June, January and February.
Q. Particularly when ?-A. in June and February.
Q. And what you mean by spawning is when the eggs run out without any

force ?-A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Have you ever known of any salmou-trout being caught here ?-A. Once in
a while at Port Burwell.

Q. What might be the size of them ?-A. Three were about 40 pounds each.
Q. Have you any idea how it is that more are not caught ?-A. I could not tell.
Q. Do you recollect what time they were caught ?-A. Caught in 1891.
Q. Do you know of any being caught this year?-A. No, sir.
Q. Have you an idea what size whitefish would pass through a 3-inch mesh ?-

A. About one pound whitefish.
Q. Are you in the habit of fishing with pound-nets up as far as Port Burwell ?-

A. Yes.
Q. Much far-ther ?-A. Up above Port Burwell at a place called Silver Creek.
Q. Is that point obove the cut ?-A. About 25 miles.
Q. With pound-nets altogether ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What have you seen caught in these nets ?-A. Sturgeon, whitefish, yellow

and blue pickerel, herring and other coarse fish; lots of small herring.
Q. What is the size of the mesh of the pot of the pound-nets there ?-A. Two-inch

extension, one-inch square.
Q. That mesh would take almost anything ?-A. Yes, sir; take small fish about

6 inches long.
Q. Have you seen smaller fish caught ?-A. Those down.to 4 or 5 inches would

be gilled.
Q. You have seen tons weight taken, you say ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Could you describe any of the small kinds of fish that were taken there ?-

A. Principally herring.
Q. Were these herring marketable ?-A. No, sir.
Q. What was done with tbem ?-A. Gave some away to the farmers, and the

majority buried. These small fish would die in the act of taking them out and then
they were buried.

Q. Were many of them thrown into the water again ?-A. None at all.
Q. Was this a common transaction in fishing these pound nets ?-A. Quite com-

in}1890, in 1891 this destruction of small fish was the greatest, but in former years
great destruction also took place.

Q. Were there any small whitefish among theso ?-A. Just once in a while a
small whitefish would be taken.

Q. Was the taking of these small fish generally in the pound-nets ?-A. Yes.
Q. What would you consider a faii- quantity in weight of these small fish that

might be taken in the nets ?-A. I have known two or three tons of these small fish
that would be taken out of six and seven nets.

Q. At what time ?-A. This would be in May and June; June principally.
Q. What other kinds of young fish would be taken in the net ?-A. Young blue

pickerel would be taken in like manner, but not so largely.
Q. Would there be any other kinds of fish ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Would there be any bass taken ?-A. Bass are not taken in the Burwell nets,

but they are very destructive on young fish of all kinds.
Q. Have yo'u any idea when the bass spawn ?-A. Between the 1st and 15th of

June.
Q. Do they go on the shore earlier than that ?-A. They go on as early as the

15th of May; ttey run from the 15th of May to the 15th of June.
Q. About the Americans fishing, have you any knowledge how far they come

over towards our shore to fish ?- A. American gill-net fisbermen fish within six
miles of our Canadian shore.

Q. lu what part of the lake would they be ?-A. This would be off Clay Point
and Long Point.

Q. What do thoy fish with ?-A. With 4-inch mesh for whitefish.
Q. Are these fishermen in great numbers there ?-A. I have seen as many as five

and six boats, that is, tugs and gill boats.
Q. What would you call a gang of nets ?-A. Each fishing boat would have a

gang of nets; each gang would consist of two thousand yards.
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Q. What would be the usual depth of those gill-nets ?-A. Between six and
eight feet deep.

Q. When does this take place ?-A. Principally in June and July, following after
whitetish.

Q. Do they catch any sturgeon there ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Where do these men hail from ?-A. From Erie, U.S.
Q. Within your knowledge, how long has this sort of fishing been pursued along

the lake ?-A. For the past ten years.
Q. Do you consider this fishing by the Americans on the Canadian shore as

injurious to the Canadian fishermen ?-A. Yes; and it is also illegal.
Q. Would Canadian fishermen be allowed to fish on the American side ?-A.

No, sir.
Q. Fishing in this manner, I suppose ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. How do you set pound-nets?-A. In setting pound-nets I start the leader in

about 16 feet of water.
Q. In what depth of water can you set a pound-net ?-A. It has been set in 60

feet of water, but it will not pay.
Q. If the leader is set at 16 feet would it avoid catching small fish ?-A. It would

avoid catching young fish.
Q. Are you aware of pound-nets being set without stakes at all ?-A. No, sir;

in some cases pound-net leaders will be attached to tho shore.
Q. Whether do you considor a pound-net or a gill-net most destructive in

catching fish ?-A. Gill-nets are more destructive to the fisheries than pound-nets.
Q. For what reason ?-A. The pound-net fish are kept alive, whilst they die in

the gill-nets, and after a storm, and the nets cannot be reached, the fish all die and
are thrown away in a half-decayed state. A continuation of this destruction of fish
would destroy the fishery.

Q. Is the destruction of fish by gill-nets generally known outside the fisher-
men ?-A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know of your own knowledge whether dead and pollute& matter
would destroy a fishery ?-A. L think it would.

Q. What distance do you think pound-nets should be set apart ?-A. A mile and
a half at least.

GEORGE F. ALLEN sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. Your occupation ?-A. L am a mariner.
Q. Whero is your residence ?-A. Port Dover.
Q. Your nationality ?-A. Scotchman.
Q. How many years have you been engaged in the fishing business ?-A. About

six years.
Q. Have yot been off and on a longer period than that?-A. I have been off and

on fishing about 15 years.
Q. What kind of fishery are you engaged in ?-A. Fishing with gill-nets for her-

ring and pickerel.
Q. Do you ever ca 4ch any whitefish or salmon-trout ?-A. Have not caught any

in my nets.
Q. Where do you particularly fish ?-A. Chiefly in this bay, from 6 to 8 miles

from Port Dover.
Q. Is the description of net you use a gill-net ?-A. Yes, 3-inch mesh gill-net.
Q. Can you give me the depth of that gill-net when it is set ?-A. It would be

between 5 and 6 feet.
Q. How many fathoms long ?-A. Our nets go from 80 to 100 yards in length.
Q. Is it 3-inch mesh throughout ?-A. Yes, sir.

9
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Q. Could you give me the number of twine you use ?-A. We use No. 60,3 cord.
Q. You catch herring, you say, principally ?-A. Yes, and perch, blue pickerel

and other small fish.
Q. Is your principal catch herring, blue pickerel and perch ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you ever ascertained what your herring will weigh ?-A. I do not know.
Q. When do you catch fish most plentifully ?-A. Generally in the months of

October and November.
Q. Do you catch them somewhat numerously in the months of June and July ?-

A. Once in a while.
Q. What fish do you catch in June, July and August?-A. Principallyherring.
Q. When is herring in the best condition ?-A. In the month of June.
Q. Do you know that every animal, after it bas produced, is more soft and

thinner than at any other time ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. When do the herring spawn ?-A. I could not give a decided answer.
Q. When are they softest ?-A. I could not tell.
Q. When are their bellies biggest with spawn ?-A. I could not tell.
Q. Would it be June or November?-A. I have seen them as full in June as they

are in November, but am not prepared to say.
Q. Where do you market your fish ?-A. All over.
Q. What are the current prices you get for them?-A. We generally get from

$1.50 to $2 a hundred for them; sometimes not as much; sometimes maybe they go
down to $1.

Q. Do you think it advisable to protect them at spawning time?-A. Yes, I
do; I think it would be good.

Q. Do you meet with much loss in fishing at times ?-A. A great deal of loss.
Q. What time of the year ?-A. I meet with more losses of nets in November

than in ariy other month.
Q. Then if a month was set aside would it be better for you that the month of

November should be set aside as to these losses?-A. I do not know what to say.
Q. Are you subject to more cold then than at any other time ?-A. That is a sure

thing.
Q. Then you are not prepared to say if you had a choice of setting one month

aside whether you would choose November or not ?-A. No.
Q. How long have you lived here ?-A. Over 40 years.
Q. Is it within your knowledge that whitefish were taken in the inner bay at

Whitefish Bar?-A. I do not know.
Q. Are herring scarcer now than they were several years ago ?-A. Yes.
Q. Can you give any cause for the falling off in quantity ?-A. No; i could not

say.
Q. And the whole of your fishing is devoted to herring and blue pickerel?-

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What is the difference in the value of the herring and pickerel in your

market ?-A. 1½ to 2 cents.
Q. Would that be in favour of the herring ?-A. No.
Q. Which do you think would be the better fish of the two for eating ?-A. I

would as soon have a herring as a pickerel.
Q. Do you think the 3-inch mesh is the correct mesh to catch these fish ?-A.

Yes.
Q. Do you ever catch any whitefish in your nets ?-A. Very seldom. Get now

and then a whitefish, but the size would be about the size of é big herring.
Q. During the period in which you have been engaged in the fishery here bas

there been any salmon-trout caught?-A. No; I never saw one caught here.
Q. Do you know anything about the sturgeon fishery?-A. I know nothing.
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Capt. J. S. ALLEN was sworn, and gave the following evidence:-

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. Your occupation ?-A. Fisherman.
Q. Your residence ?-A. Port Dover.
Q. Your nationality ?-A. Scotchman.
Q. How long have you resided hore ?-A. 31 years.
Q. What kind of fishing are you engaged in ?-A. Pound-net fishing.
Q. How long have you been carrying on this fishery ?-A. 15 years.
Q. What do you principally catch ?-A. Herring, sturgeon, pickerel, whitefish

and bass, and other coarse fish.
Q. Do you ever catch any salmon-tiout ?--A. Very seldom.
Q. Do you catch what they call ciscoes ?-A. No.
Q. What particular place do you fish in ?-A. In the county of Haldimand, in

the township of Walpole.
Q. Is there any particular bay that you fish in ?-A. I fish in a small creek

called Nanticoke Creek.
Q. And do you fish with pound-nets'altogether ?-A. Yes.
Q. What size mesh do you use in the pots ?-A. 2-inch extension; 1-inch bar.
Q. What about the tunnels ?-A. 4j inch extension.
Q. Hearts ?-A. 4ý; leader, 5h.
Q. How small a fish will the 2-inch pot catch ?-A. It will take a herring 6

inches long.
Q. Will this 6-inch fish be gilled or will it be alive ?-A. They will be gilled.
Q. What size twine do you use?-A. Number 18 cotton twine in the pot; natn-

bers 15 and 16 in the rest of the net.
Q. What depth water do you set your nef s in ?-A. From 20 to 22 feet of water.
Q. In your experience, when do you find whitefish and herring in the best con-

dition for food ?-A. Herring is in the best condition in the months of May and
June, and in September and October.

Q. Now, what about whitefish ?-A. The sanie as herring.
Q. Where do you sell your fish ?-A. I sell principally in Canada.
Q. What nay be the average value of the fish-for instance, whitefish ?-A.

They will average ' cents per pound.
Q. Herring ?-A. Herring will average 2 cents.
Q. Do you catch many pickerel ?-A. Considerable pickerel-principally blue

pickerel.
Q. What do they average ?-A. About 4 cents.
Q. Yellow pickerel ?-A. I sell them at 6 cents.
Q. Other coarse fish ?-A. Two cents.
Q. Do you catch catfish too ?-À. Very few.
Q. Have you taken any particular notice as to the season when whitefish

spawn ?-A. About the first ten days in November.
Q. What about herring ?-A. Herring spawn later.
Q. Do you know when salmon-trout spawn ?--A. About the same time as

whitefish.
Q. Have you taken any notice when the bass spawn ?-A. I think they spawn

in Juîne.
Q. What about pickerel ?-A. I think the month of April.
Q. What about catfish ?-A. I do not know.
Q. When do you meet with the greatest loss of nets ?-In November.
Q. What is the average size of your whitefish ?-A. About four pounds; white-

fish won't spawn under two and a half pounds in weight.
Q. Then what is the full size of the matured herring, what weight ?-A. From

¾ to one pound.
Q. Would a six-inch herring be able to spawn ?-A. I do not think so.
Q. Now, have you, in your experience of fishing, seen quantities of smail white-

fish cast away ?-A. I have but very seldom. These small fish can be made market-
able by curing in brine. I have sold them readily in this way.
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Q. What will they bring?-A. I have sold them for 82 per hundred pounds.
As a rule these sinall fish are not saleable when fresh.

Q. Now what do you think about this Sunday close time ?-A. It is obeyed.
Q. Can they carry on their fishing and obey the Sunday law ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Weil, how would the Sunday close time be obeyed ?-A. By fishing the nets;

but it is impossible to obey the law if the nets had to be taken up, that is, every
Saturday night and kept up until Monday morning at six o'clock.

Q. Do you know anything about this American fishing in our waters ?-A. I
am aware of the Anericans fishing inside of the international line to within six
miles of Gull Island.

Q. What kind of fishing implements do they fish with there?-A. With tugs,
boats and gill-nets.

Q. Have you any idea what quantity of net a boat would have ?-A.t Each tug
would fish twenty nets.

Q. And twenty nets would comprise how many yards ?-A. About two hundred
yards to each net.

Q. What mesh do they fish ?-A. 3j to 5-inch.
Q. The fish principally caught are what ?-A. Herring, pickerel, whitefish and

some salmon-trout.
Q. Do you consider this fishing as an .invasion upon the Canadian territory ?-

A. I do, and therefore illegal, and the American catch of fish in Lake Brie is
considerably made up of fish caught in the Canadian waters.

Q. Do you know that this sort of fishing is carried on throughout the length of
Lake Erie ?-A. This tishing, within my own knowledge, is east of Clay Point, in
Lake Erie.

Q. Do you believe that it would be in the interest of the fishery that the close
season should be abolished ?-A. I think it would be desirable that a proper selected
close season should be established.

Q. Do you think it would pay to fish pound-nets in Lake Erie with mesh more
than two inches ?-A. I do not.

Q. Do you catch sturgeon ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. In pound-nets ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. When does the spawn flow from them frecly ?--A. In June.
Q. Is it at that time the eggs are taken to make caviare ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Is the sturgeon fishery an important one with you ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Could you tell me what do you get for sturgeon flesh ?-A. From 5 to 8 cents

per pound, dressed.
Q. What do you sell the eggs for ?-A. 18 cents per pound.
Q. What is the usual weight of your sturgeons ?-A. About 25 to 30 pounds.
Q. A 40-pound sturgeon would give you what quantity of eggs for caviare?-

A. From 8 to 10 pounds of eggs.
Q. Do you think it is advisable to have a close season for sturgeon ?-A. I do

not.
Q. Why ?-A. As they are only caught threo months in the year.
Q. What three months are they ?-A. June, July and August.
Q. Arc there many simall ones caught ?-A. A good many which should be let

loose.

CROSBY MORGAN, coal and lumber merchant, sworn, and replied as follows:-

By .Mr. Wilmot:

Q. Your nationality ?-Canadian born.
Q. Occupation ?-Coal mer chant.
Q. low long have you resided here?-Thirty years and upwards.
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Q. Have you been engaged in fishing in that period ?-One net in pound net
fishing.

Q. Have you in a general way noticed any decrease in any of the various kinds
of fish in this bay ?-When they tirst started the pound-net fishing, about 15 or 16
years ago, they got very much larger lots of fish.

Q. Do you mean that before then very little fishing had been donc in these
waters ?-Very little tishing had been done previous to that.

Q. Had there been before that time considerable gill-net fishing ?-Not for a
great many years.

Q. Were you in this fishing business alone or in partuership ?-Iwasinpartner-
ship with Messrs. Ansley. Tibbetts and Stewart.

Q. Iow long did you remain fishing ?-A. One year.
Q. What did you do then ?-I sold out.
Q. Did you get your money back ?-A. Yes, little more.
Q. Do you remember what mesh you fished with at that time ?--A. I think it

was two inch mesh.
Q. Can you remember what season of the year you got the most whitefish?-

A. It was in the spring.
Q. Where ?-A. In Long Point Bay about 7 miles, from Dover.
Q. Did that fishery extend into Haldimand ?-A. No.
Q. What length offishery was it?-A. About ten miles in all. All that was

pound-net fishingr. Had three pound-nets.
Q. During the time you were fishing how many nets had you at Long Point ?-

A. Abont three nets.
Q. What did you catch there principally ?-A. Sturgeon. herring, pickerel,

bass, a few whitefish and some coarse fish.
Q. Can you tell me any of the best catches of whitefish made in these waters ?-

A. No, I cannot tell.
Q. Do you consider it a whitefish fishery ?-A. I do not.
Q. Do you call it a mixed fishery ?-A. Principally herring fishery. Take the

herring out of the lake and you might as well stop lishing (relerring to the fishery
in Long Point Bay).

Q. Bave you been in a position to notice the catches of fish for a number of
years fiom the boats coming in here ?-A. Yes.

Q. I suppose you have followed the tishing pretty closely ?-A. Almost every
day.

Q. Let us know the fish that are caught here?-A. Yellow piekerel, pike,
sturgeon, a few bass, and a small quantity of herring this year.

Q. What doyou consider a proper mesh to catch herring ?-A. Well, I never had
any experience with anything but those 2.inch inesh, I think that is about the
right thing to catch them with.

Q. Would not that mesh take pretty small herring ?-A. Weil it will take
prettv small herring.

Q. What do you think about the 3-inch mesh ?-A. I think it would about gill
ail the herring.

Q. You have I suppose considerable business inland in counection with your
coal?-A. Yes, do business in the next county and around.

Q. Do you know whether a large local home traffic could be carried on hero in
fish ?-A. I think a large local home traffic could be carried on here.

Q. What season of the year is most fatal in pound-net fisheiies ?-A. In the fall
of the year, in the months of October and November.

Q. W hen do you think the herring is in the best condition ?-A. Herring is not
much good in the spring.

Q. Have you an idea when herring spawn ?-A. I think I have noticed that
you get some herring that is spawning al] the time.

Q. When is the proper time for their spawning?-A. I do not know.
Q. Do you think that there should be a close season for herring?-A. I do not

think so.
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W. F. TIBBETTS sworn:-

By AMIr. Wilmot:

4. Your occupation ?-A. Postmaster, also a meinber of the Pharmaceutical
Society.

Q. Your nationality ?-A. Canadian.
Q. How long have you resided here ?-A. Twenty-five years.
Q. Have you been engaged in the fishing at ail ?-A. Yes; with Mr. Ansley

for some years.
Q. What kind of fishery ?-A. Pound-net fishing.

Q. Gll-ets -A.No, sir.
Q. What description of fish ?-A. Principally herring.
Q. No sturgeon ?-A. Few sturgeon.
Q. Any whitefish ?-A. Somo; I have caught whitefish, but none lately.
Q. Have you ever caught any salmon-trout?-A. One or twoin a season.
Q. What particular locality do you fish in ?-A. On this shore for two years,

and at Long Point for two years, principally at Long Point Bay.
Q. What season of the year do you catch the greatest number of fish, as a rule ?-

A. Well, there is always a good run of herring in May and in September.
Q. Your best fishing for herring was in May ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Many in November ?-A. Well, not much ofu a run.
Q. When are these fish in their best condition ?-A. I think the herring is best

during cold weather.
Q. What is your idea as to their quality in May or June?-A. Bo fairly good.
Q. Have you any idea when they spawn ?-,A. Weil, 1 think they spawn in

winter.
Q. Do you think they spawn in May or June ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you think they are different from any other fish?-A. They must be.

different fron any other fish.
Q. What particular season do you think whitefish spawn ?-A. I think that

varies; I think it would be at the end of November.
Q. Do herring spawn thon ?-A. I should think so.
Q. Where did you generaliy market your fish ?-A. Generally in Hamilton,

Toronto, and to fish dealers.
Q. Have you any idea what quantities you caught in a season ?-A. I could not

tell that.
Q. The herring was the principal fish ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did Vou notice that when you were engaged in the fish business, what part

of the year was most unprofitable and destructive to your nets?-A. Take from
May to December, November would be the worse month.

Q. With regard to the mesh, what sort of mesh did you use ?-A. Two-inch
extension measure, 2-inch in the pots, and 4-inch in the hearts and leader.

Q. What is your idea as to the 3-inch mesh ?-A. I think it would do very
well. Of course it would let the littie tish escape and keep the better fish in.

Q. And as to the hearts would the 4-inch answer ?-I think so.
Q. Do you think the 6-inch iesh for the leader would be a suitable one ?-A.

It would not make much difference.
Q. Are black base numerous in the bay here ?-A. They are nôt numerous by

any neans, but there are a few.
Q. Do you know anything about speckled trout in this neighbourhood ?-No,

sir; I know nothinig about them.
Q. Are you accustomed to sail about the lake and out into the Bay of Long

.Point ?-Yes, sir.
Q. Understand the waters thoroughly ?-No; not that.
Q. Do you think it would be possible to carry on the pound-net fishing here,

and be compolled to lift the nets every Saturday afternoon at 6 o'clock and not put
them down until Monday morning at 6 o'clock ?-A. I do not think it would be
possible.
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The Order in Council relating to raising pound-nets dated 20th February,
1892, was then read. The witness was asked it that portion of section 7 relating to
pound-nets could be enforced in Lake Erie and pound-net fishing could be carried
on. He replied I think that you could not carry on business with any such regula-
tions.

Q. Do you think that it is correct to preserve ail fish while they are spawning?
-A. Yes, sir.

Q. If a close season for whitefish was established, should it commence on the
15th of November ?-A. Yes.

Q. During the 14 or 15 years that pound-net fishing have been carried on. have
the pound-nets ail been left down over Sunday ?-Yes, sir.

Q. Have you ever heard any complaint made on any quarter here ?-Never
heard the subject mentioned here.

Q. Have you ever heard of any Sunday fishing being carried on, on account of
nets being left out on Sunday?-A. No.

Q. Are you aware that when they are set in the spring of the year, that they
are left there until the end of the seasou ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. What would be the termination of that season ?-It depends a little on the
weather: sometime in the month of November.

Q. I suppose you understand what a thoroughly efficient fi shing tug is ?-A.
Yes, sir.

Q. How many pound-nets would such a tug be able to serve ?-A. About ten or
twenty pound-nets.

DAVID LOW sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. Your occupation is what, sir?-A. Fisherman.
Q. Residence ?-A. Port Dover.
Q. What nationality do you belong to ?-A. Canadian.
Q. How long have you been engaged fishing ?-A. About 14 years.
Q. What kind of fishing have you been engaged in ?-A. Pound-net fishing.
Q. Fishing for sturgeon and other fish ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What particular waters have you fished in ?-A. In the outer and inner bay.
Q. -Do you use pound-nets aitogether ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you ever fished with gill-nets ?-.a. Yes, sir.
Q. Any seines ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. But principally pound-net fishing?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What is the size of the mesh in your pound-nets ?-A. Two-inch.
Q. What in the tunnels ?-A. Four-inch.
Q. What in the leader ?-A. Six-ineh.
Q. Would the two-inch extension catch herring ?-A. Yes.
Q. Pretty small herring ?-A. Yes.
Q. Have you any idea what weight the herring would bo ?-A. About a half-

pound herring.
Q. Whon do you think the herring is in the very best condition for market?-

.. In June they are best for eating purposes, and thon again in the fall.
Q. When are they most numerously caught ?-A. About September.
Q. What about October and November?-A. Do not get so many.
Q. Is the fish good in June, July and August ?-A. ln August they are not

good. June and July they are best.
Q. Where is the market for them?-A. In Hamilton, Toronto, pretty much in

Canada.
Q. When do you think the herring are spawning more fully than at any other

time ?-A. In January.
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Q. Do you think they spawn in June at all ?-A. I think they do sole spawn-
ing ail the while.

Q. Have you any idea when whitefish spawn ?-A. Whilefish spawn in No-
vember.

Q. Have you any idea in regard to the sturgeon ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. When are they principally caught ?-A. In June and July.
Q. What is done with them ?-A. The ment is sold fresh.
Q. When have you seen the spawn ru-nning fron them ?-A. About July.
Q. Have you tished on the outside of the lake ?-A. In the inside of Long

Point.
Q. Have you bad any experience in the distribution of the fish, watching the

sale of them that are caught?-A. Not a great deal.
Q. Have you had any ?-A. Some.
Q. Do you think the sale of fish could be largely increased locally ?-A. I

think so.
Q. I suppose you heard the evidence of the other witness in regard to raising

the pound-nets every Saturday night and keeping them ra sed until moining at six
o'clock ?-A. Yes.

Q. Do you agree with him ?-A. Yes.
Q. How long would it take to lift, wash and stow away 10 pound-nets, and lift

the stakes with a good tug and a full staff ?-A. Two weeks.

JAMES LOW sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. -What is your occupation ?-A. Fisherman.
Q. What class of nets ?-A. Gill-nets.
Q. Your residence?-A. Port 'over.
Q. What countrynian ?-A. Canadian.
Q. How long have you been fishing ?-A. About six years with gill-nets.
Q. Seines ?-A. Short time.
Q. What sort of fishery do you call the outer bay of Long Point ?-A. Herring

fishery.
Q. Take the herring out, and would it pay as a commercial fishery ?-A. It

would not.
Q. What is the mesh, ihe largest mesh that you catch herring with ?-A.

Nothing larger than 3-inch mesh.
Q. How many months in the year do you fish for herring ?-A. We fish about

two months in the fall, and about the sanie in the spring.
Q. When in the spring?-A. About May, June and July.
Q. Have you a seine ?-A. [ have a draw-net.
Q. What do you catch with a draw-net ?-A. Suckers, mullet and pike.
Q. Any herring?-A. No.
Q. 1s the commercial fish of the lake deep water fish or shallow water fish ?-

A. In deep water.
Q. Have you taken any notice of the spawning season of the herring ?-A. I

think that in June or July.
Q. What other times ?-A January.
Q.- What about October and November ?-A. I do not think they spawn in these

months.
Q. When do whitefish spawn ?-A. I think about the 10th to the 15th of

November.
Q. Have you ever caught any sturgeon ?-A. A few.
Q. What season of the year do you catch them principally?-A. In June and

July.
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Q. Do you catch them for the benefit of their meat, or for their eggs, which
are used for making caviare ?-A. For their meat.

Q. When do you get the eggs most freely ?-A. In June.
Q. Are you aware that there is a close season for whitefish ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What season is that ?-A. November.
Q. I fishing carried on by pound-nets in the month of November ?-A. Yes,

sir.
Q. In the event of a nionth being set aside for spawning, and for the safety of

the fishermen, what month would you say would be the best ?-A. I think in
November.

Q. What do you think about the Sunday close time ?-A. Impossible to carry
out the Sunday close time with pound-nets.

Q. Have you noticed any falling off in the quantity of herring caught now than
there was years ago ?-A. No.

Q. Do you think the fishing is as good now as it was ten years ago ?-A. Yes.
Q. Are there more fish now than there was ten years ago?-A. Yes.

The Commission then adjourned, to meet at St. Thomas, on the 8th inst., due
notice being given.

No. 2.-ST. THOMAS.

Mr. Samuel Wilmot and Mr. Edward Harris, Fishery Commissioners appointed
by the Dominion Government to make investigation into the fisheries of Ontario,
met at St. Thomas, on the 8th day of November, 1892; Mr. Wilmot as chairman,
Mr. Harris as cross-examiner, Miss Gertrude B. Howarth acting as secretary pro
tem.

The Commission then proceeded to take evidence.

C. C. BATES sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Your residence ?-A. Clear Creek.
Q. Your occupation ?-A. Fisherman.
Q. Your nationality ?-A. Canadian.
Q. How long have you resided there ?-A. About six years.
Q. You have been engaged in fishing, how long ?-A. For fifteen years.
Q. What kind of fishery do you carry on ?-A. Pound-net fishery.
Q. What kind of fish do you catch ?-A. Al kinds.
Q. What-particulat- waters do you fish in ?-A. Lower part of the township of

Houghton, 4 miles coast line.
Q. Do you use gill.nets at all ?-A. Yes, but do not think it successful.
Q. What is the size of the mesh that you use irr the pound-net ?-A. Leader 5-

inch, heart 5-inch, tunnel 4 inch, pot 2-inch.
Q. What is the average size fish that you catch in this pot ?-A. About 1-lb.
Q. Will the fish that get in the pot, ever escape from the pot?-Yes, when

there is a run on, the majority of the fish get away.
Q. You formerly caught whitefish, what size were they ?-A. About 5 inches

in length.
Q. Your principal catch consista of what ?-A. Whitefish, herring, blue

pickerel and sturgeon.
Q. What number of salmon-trout do you catch in your pound-net ?-A. Well,

in the spring of the year, if we get one, two or three we think it quite a few, but
have caught as high as seven in one lift.
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Q. What avorage in weight will these b ?-A. About 15 lbs.
Q. Then you do not consider that your fishery is successful in catching salmon-

trout there ?-A. No, not enough to speak of.
. Q. In your experience what months are whitefish in best condition ?-A. I
have not considered that.

Q. Well, in their condition for eating purposes ?-A. Well, I should think the
early and late months.

Q. Do you think that the months of Juno and July are the best months to catch
them for food ?-A. I think they are best in April, May, June, and also in October
and November.

Q. When do you think herring is best?-A. Same as whitefish.
Q. When is sturgeon most marketable or best for food, when do you get the

most caviare ?-A. Sturgeon in June and July, and caviare is most obtainable then.
Q. Where is your principal market?-A. Buffalo, some home consumption.
Q. Are the prices at home as good in proportion as in Buffalo ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What is the average value per pound ?-A. Whitefish, 5 cents; herring, 1

cent; pickerel, 2 cents; yellow pickerel, 4½ cents; sturgeon, 4 cents, dressed.
Q. At what time in your opinion do whitefish drop their eggs ?-A. I think

November, herring, about the same time, pickerel, in the fore part of April, catfish,
some time in June.

Q. Do you catch many of them?-A. No, sir.
Q. Arc they beeoming quite an article of commerce ?-A. I do not know much

about them.
Q. ln what months do you receive the most damage to your nets ?-A. In

September, and hardly feel safe after that.
Q. is November safe or unsafe ?-A. It is safe.
Q. September, October, November, which is the worst ?-A. Of courbe as the

cold water increases the water is heavier and has more weight with the nets.
Q. Then you think that the later the season the danger will be greater for

fishing, would November cover that ?-A. Yes, sir; November would be the most
serious for me.

Q. Have you had any experience with small fish being thrown out of the nets ?
-A. There is some times that we have to do it, but there is a great deal of talk about
it and the cry is exaggerated.

Q. Well, if you heayed a report to the effect that a ton weight were thrown away,would it be exaggorated ?-A. Yes, it would be a great exaggeration, in my experience.
Q. If 500 lbs. were thrown away, would that be a large lot ?-A. Yes, sir. In

fact I can say there is no fish thrown away from my net. People come and take the
small fish away, buy them at J cent per lb. to smoke.

Q. Do you take up your nets Saturday night and lay them down Monday morn-
ing ?-A. No, I do not.

Q. Then if the law were enforced would it be impracticable to carry out ?-
A. Well, if it would be raining or come up a blow on Saturday we could not go out.Q. Do the American fishermen enter in Canadian waters to fish ?-A. Last
spring there was an American tug within a mile from Canadian shore and I was
alongside talking to them.

Q. What description of net did they use ?-A. Gill-net.
Q. Fishing for herring and pickerei?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did they continue this ?-A. They were in sight of our shore for several days.
Q. Would this be in Canadian waters ?-A. Yes, not five miles out where that

I saw them.
Q. Did you make any objection to these men fishing alongside of you ?-A. I

un up alongside of them and said "You people are out of your element," and they
said theyjust came in to take some fish out.

Q. Were you willing to let them do it ?-A. I was not.
Q. Did they come over very often?-A. Yes, in the spring.
Q. Could yqu see the smoke of thoir tugs in the centre of the lake ?-A. No,
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Q. Thorefore the smoke you saw would be on the Canadian side ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you say that it should be allowed so far as you are concerned as a fisher-

man ?-A. No, sir.
Q. What have you to say in regard to fish being protected in their breeding

season ?-A. Yes, I believe in protecting them.
Q. Have you formed an estimate as to when the proper time is ?-A. Whitefish

in the month of November, herring the same, yellow and blue pickerel about the
same time.

Q. What about salmon-trout ?-A. I took no particular notice of them.
Q. Do you think that it would be judicious that they should be allowed to be

caught the year round ?-A. No ; I think that there should be some way to protect
them.

Q. You say that if there were close season it would not affect you at ail ?-A.
No, not me.

Q. What distance are your nets apart ?-A. We generally try to get them about
one mile apart.

Q. What distance from the shore is the nearest part of your net?-A. I can
hardly say, but think it about a half mile.

Q. What depth of water is it ?-A. I fish from twenty to thirty-two feet.
Q. How long is your leader ?-A. They are from sixty to eighty feet.
Q. At what depth does your leader begin ?-A. Shortest depth would be about

fifteen feet.
Q. Do you consider that there is anything to prevent the small fish from run-

ning between the shore and the lead ?-A. No, there is plenty of room for them.
Q. Do you lift many small fish in your net ?-A. No, not many.
Q. What do you consider the principal fish of your fishery ?-A. Herring, pick-

erel and whitefish.
Q. Many blue pickerel?-A. Yes, sir, but not many yellow.
Q. Is there much demand for sturgeon ?-A. Not very much'.
Q. Would you consider it as a food supply in this country ?-A. No, I would

not, because if the sale of sturgeon was confined to this country, wo would have
more than we could get rid of. I think it is considered more of a luxury.

Q. Are there many sturgeon caught of a small size, say three feet and under ?-
A. No, there is not a great many.

Q. Do you think that it would be a good idea to throw out of the net any stur-
geon that are three feet and under ?-A. I would like that better than close seasons
for sturgeon.

Q. Would it put Sunîday labour on you or your men by lifting your nets Satur-
day ?-A. Yes, it would.

Q. Do you think that it would be in the interest of the fishing trade to prevent
the public from purchasing fish during the close season ?-A. Well, the fish dealers
have not complained of the fish not being fit for use at any time.

Q. Would it be right to allow fish to go on the market after spawning?-A. I
never put them in, and they generally go off atter spawning.

Q. Then you do think that fish at that stage are not as fit for food as they
should be ?-A. Yes, I agree with that.

Q. Do you say that your pound-net pot is 2-inch ?-A. Yes, that is a square inch
pot.

Q. Could a half-pound fish get out of an inch bar ?-A. No, I do not think so.
Q. Would a quarter-pound fish get out ?-A. Yes, I think it would.
Q. Would a quarter or half-grown herring pass through an inch bar ?-A. No,

I do not think a half-grown herring would.
Q. Would a half-grown whitefish be about the size of a full grown herring?-

A. Yes.
Q. Are these fish taken in any considerable number from the nets ?-A. No,

not in any great numbers.
Q. As a half-grown whitefish is not capable of reproducing its kind, don't you

think there is propriety for establishing a regulation preventing catching them ?-
A. Yes, sir.

19
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Q. What is the average weight of blue pickeret ?-A. About the size of a
herring.

Q. Does the 2-inch mesh confine thein in the pot of the net?-A. Yes, sir,
they both take about the same size mesh, the blue pickerel being round consequently
weigh more.

Q. Aie pound-nets better for saving fish ?-A. Well, if we gill the fish in the
pound-nets, they would soon die. They will not live very long after being gilled.

Q. Could there be a more judicious mesh used than 2-inch extension ?-A.
No ; I do not think there could be.

WM. CUDNEY sworn

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. Your residence ?-A. Port Burwell.
Q. Your nationality ?-A. Canadian.
Q. Are you a practical fiaherman or a dealer ?-A. Fisherman.
Q. How long have you been engaged in this work ?-A. About seven years.
Q. What description of fishery are you engaged in ?-A. Pound-net fishery.
Q. What kinds of fish do you generally catch ?-A. Sturgeon, whitefish, blue

pickerel and coarse fish.
Q. Do you catch any salmon-trout ?--A. Very few. Those caught are good,

average about 30 pounds.
Q. What particular part of the lake do you fish in ?-A. From lot 10, Bayham

to lot 27, Malahide.
Q. What size of mesh do you use?-A. Leader 6-inch, pot 2-inch, heart 5-inch

and tunnel 4-inch.
Q. Will a pound fish get through your pot ?-A. No.
Q. Will the pot hold ail fish under a pound?-A. Oh, no.
Q. What size will get out ?-A. Quite a good size fish will get out of a 2-inch

pot.
Q. What do you call small ?-A. Those weighing about 1 to j pound.
Q. Do you find any difference as to the sale of your fish as to the months ?-

A. No.
Q. Are they any botter one month more than another ?-A. I think they are

about the same all through. I have never noticed any difference in them.
Q. Where is your market ?-A. Buffalo, and a few for local trade.
Q. What kinds of fish principally in the local trade ?-A. The Canadians get

the best fish.
Q. Is the value of these fish that you sell to the Buffalo dealers, the same as

to the others ?-A. Yes, the same.
Q. Have you noticed vhen whitefish are prepared to spawn ?-A. Well, no, not

particularly; whitefish spawn in November more than in October, horring in Nov-
ember.

Q. Do you believe that whitefish spawn all the year round ?-A. No.
Q. What months do you r, 've the most damage to your nets by storm ?-A.

in November and October
Q. Do you think Sunday elos -ene impracticable to keep ?-A. There is no way

that 1 know of, if a storm comes on, that will be safe.
Q. Would it be injurious to the fishery to use a 3-inch mesh ?-A. Yes, I think

it would be, it would be useless.
Q. Do you know anything about the Americans fishing in. our waters ?-A. No,

I do not.
Q. Do you think that it would be well to have proper close season for the pro-

servation of the. fish ?-A. There is no doubt that the close season increases them if
observed in the proper time.
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Q. If the close season were set aside in October, what then ?-A. November
would be the best; I do not think that whitefish spawn in October.

Q. When do you commence putting down your pound-nets ?-A. About the 15th
of May.

Q. Keeping them down until when ?-A. First of November.
Q. Do you do any pound-net fishing after the 1st of November?-X. Probably

two or three days.
Q. Do vou think that it is unsafe to keep the nets down after the first of Nov-

embér ?-A. Yes, I do.
Q. What is the earliest that you can put down your pound-nets ?-A. About

the last of April.
Q. How many nets have you?-A. I have five nets.
Q. How long does it take to set them out?-A. A set of stakes a day, will have

the five nets out by the 15th of May.
Q. As soon as each net is in do you begin to fish it?-A. Yes, sir.

A. C. BROWN sworn

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. Your residence?-A. Port Stanley.
Q. Your occupation ?-A. A fisberman.
Q. For what length of time ?-A. About 15 years.
Q. Your nationality ?-A. Caiactian.
Q. What kind of fishery are you engaged in ?-A. Pound-nets altogether.
Q. What kind of fish do you catch in your pound-nets ?-A. Herring, blue pick-

erel, whitefish, sturgeon and a few coarse fish.
Q. What particular waters do you fish in ?--A. Upper part of Yarmouth and

Southwold.
Q. What is the limit of your fishery?-A. 'About 8 or 9 miles.
Q. How many nets?-A. Five nets.
Q. All pound-nets?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you ever use gill-nets or drop-net ?-A. Gill-nets a few years ago but not

lately, never drop-net, formerly a seine.
Q. What description of fish do you catch in your seine?-A. Assorted fish of

various kinds.
Q. What was the size of the mesh ?-A. 2i-inch bags and 3-inch wings.
Q. What is the size of the mesh in your pound-nets ?-A. Pot 2-inch, tunnel 4-

inch, leader 6-inch.
Q. Do you find this the best ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What size fish will escape out of the 2-inch mesh in the pot ?-A. ¼-pound

herring will pass through.
Q. What about the blue pickerel ?-A. Some will get out.
Q. Would a blue piokerel pass through a mesh that a herring would ?-A. I

think so, their bodies are about the saine.
Q. Would a pound herring or ¾-pound pickerel pass through the same mesh ?-

A. No, I hardly think they would.
Q. Would the catch which you heard Mr. Emery speak of be your average

catch?-A. His is greater than mine, although mine are very good.
Q. Have you taken any notice when whitefish are best for food ?-A. Well,

I should think in the spring of the year, May and June.
Q. When are herring?-A. I have had no experience as to them.
Q. What about blue pickerel ?-A. In September and October they are best.
Q. Give me your opinion why you think they are better then than in any other

time?-A. Well, they are fatter and better.
21
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Q. What is the value of the fish that you sell?-A. Whitefish, 5 cents, herring,
1 cent, blue pickerel, 2 cents, yellow pickerel, 4½ cents.

Q. During your fifteen years' fishing, what conclusion have you come to in re-
gard to the real spawning time of fish ?-A. Whitefish latter part of November,
herring about same time, blue pickerel in April.

Q. Do you know anything about sturgeon ?-A. I do not get more than two
or three in a season.

Q. Bass, do you know anything about them ?-A. No, I catch very few of them,
but have heard that they spawn in the same time of the year as the pickerel.

Q. When have you had the most losses to your nets ?-A. November is the most
dangerous to fishermen.

Q. Do you catch many small fish ?-A. A few, not many.
Q. What do you mean by many ?-A. It is a rare thing to have 100 pounds,

once in a while 500 pounds.
Q. What do you do with them ?-A. We sell most of them for home consumption.
Q. Have you ever buried theni or destroyed them ?-A. Yes, not many, very few,

not more than half a ton in a whole season.
Q. In having these young fish in your net, how do you get them out ?-A. Scoop

them out.
Q. Do they ever pass through the meshes ?-A. Somo of them do.
Q. Are they ever injured in squeezing through ?-A. Not unless they are too

large.
Q. Keeping the Sunday close time, how would this affect you as fisherman ?-

A. I think it would be impracticable for me to do it.
Q. About the American fishermen, have you noticed anything with regard to

this statement, that the Americans fish in the middle of the lake or near our shore?
-A. No, I have not.

Q. Is it prudent to have close seasons for the fish at spawning time ?-Yes, I
think it is right.

Q. When do you generally commence fishing your pound-nets ?-A. First of
May.

Q. Ilow long do you fish ?-A. Until the middle of November.
Q. Are the blue pickerel on the increase or decrease ?-A. I think they are on

the decrease.
Q. Do they grow as large as pike ?-A. No, I do not think so.
Q. What do you consider the average size of blue pickerel ?-A. About 1 pound.
Q. What is the largest size mesh with which you can catch fish of 1 pound ?-A.

With about 2-inch mesh, 3-inch would gill them, but ¾-pound would go through.
Q. Do the blue pickerel follow the runs of the whitefish for food ?-A. I could

not say, they mostly run by themselves.
Q. What month are they most plontiful ?--A. The heaviest catches are in

October.
Q. Do you catch many sturgeon ?-A. Not very many, but do catch some in

the pound-nets.
Q.'When do you find the sturgeon most frecly in spawn ?-A. Well, I never

noticed.
Q. What is the size of them ?-A. Live weight, I think, they would average about

60 pounds, 35 to 40 pounds dressed.
Q. What quantity of eggs would you get from a 60-pound fish ?-A. Prom 10

to 20 pounds of eggs.
Q. Are they not worth more at sorme seasons than at others ?-A. Same value

at any time of the season.
Q. What is the price of the meat, d ressed ?-A. Four cents to five cents a pound.
Q. What are the eggs worth ?-A. Fifteen cents per pound.
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WILLIAM EMERY sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Your occupation ?-A. A fisherman.
Q. For how long ?-A. About seven years.
Q. Native of this country ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What kind of fishery ?-A. Wholly pound-net, had a gill-net license but

found it did not pay.
Q. What principal fish do you catch ?-A. Blue pickerel, whitefish, sturgeon

and some coarse fish.
Q. Where is your fishery?-A. From the township of Bayham, lot 12 to 13.
Q. What is the size of the mesh ?-A. 2-inch, 4-inch, 7-inch.
Q. What time do you find that the whitefish are best ?-A. May and June.
Q. What wi th regard to herring ?-A. I have noticed no difference, in the time

of the year.
Q. What about blue pickerel ?-A. Some think for the whole season.
Q. Do you ever get any salmon-trout ?-A. Very few.
Q. Is your market Buffalo ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you have any local market ?-A. Peddlers take some of these in the

interior towns.
Q. Do you ship any of your fish to Montreal ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Are your principal shipments to Buffalo?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are the prices obtainable the same as given by the other gentlemen ?-A.

Yes.
Q. Have you made any observation as to when the true spawning season for

whitetish may be ?-A. Well, I am not a practical fisherman, but my observations
are that whitefish spawn in November, herring the same, blue pickerel in the spring,
I think April and May.

Q. What about bass ?-A. I do not know.
Q. When are fishermen in most danger as to their nets being lost ?-A. October

and November, principally November.
Q. Are you the owner of the nets ?-A. I have a certain number of licenses.
Q. Do you notice many small whitefish at the time the nets are taken up?-A.

Yes, sometimes, but of late years we have not caught many whitefish, but about four
years ago we did.

Q. In what proportion have you caught small or young blue pickerel to white-
fish ?-A. More blie pickerel.

Q. What size would they be?-A. From j to Î pound.
Q. Would one pound be about the full average of these fish ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are your small fish saleable ?-A. We sell them at reduced prices.
Q. Can you sell them to United States markets ?-A. No, only local use.
Q. Can you give me any idea why they do not take them abroad with the larger

fish ?-A. Buffalo only take them ftrom . pound up.
Q. The Sunday close time, would it be impractical to keep'?-A. I think it

would.
Q. You do not put it in the strong light, that it would be impracticable to carry

on the fishery ?-A. Well, it would injure the fiLshing interest.
Q. From your own observation, do you know if there is any American fishing

done in our waters ?-A. I have heard of American fishermen boast of their catch-
ing fish in Canadian waters.

Q. With what machinery lias it been carried on ?-A. Tugs and gill-net.
Q. Has there been any objection made to it by the authorities ?-A. It is car-

ried on more particularly in Mr. Sharp's part, about Long Point.
Q. Aie you a believer that protection should be given fish in regard to the fish-

eries?-A. Yes, at proper times, and judiciously chosen.
Q. Is any fishing done in November and December ?-A. Sometimes in

November.



Ontario Fishery Commission.

Q. What about fish hatcheries ?-A. I think fish hatcheries should be encouraged
by the Government for the people, by the Government.

Q. Should sturgeon be the principal fish bred ?-A. Yes, because they are very
valuable fish.

Q. Are the fishery laws enforced by tho guardians ?-A. I think that they have
too much to look after; Mr. Sharp having about, forty miles along the lake, and
very much unpaid for what he does.

Q. Could this duty be attended to without some proper lake craft along the
shore ?-A. No, so far as the American fishermen are concerned, and I might say
here, that it is believed that all descriptions of fish are sold to these American tugs
direct from the nets.

Q. Would the close season for whitefish and herring, beginning the first of
November, be considered by fishermen as beneficial in Lake Erie ?-A. Yes, for our
locality.

Q. In what months do you catch the greatest number of blue pickerel ?-A. In
October.

Q. Are you aware that most fish live upon one another ?-A. Yes, we consider
that they prey upon each other.

Q. Have you ever heard of blue pickerel being caught in any great numbers
except in pound-nets?-A. No, I have not.

Q. Do those fish form a large food supply since pound-nets have been used ?-A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Do tbey not catch them in gill-nets ?-A. Yes, they do sometimes.

WM. EMERY, re-examined, sworn :-Says in reply to the question, " What is
done with the small fish ?" I answered, " They were sold." I wish to add that when
we have an extremely large catch, we sometimes get more than can be sold of small
fish, and then we usually allow the people to take the smalL fish; if they do not take
them all, the balance are buried with the offal.

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. What would you call a good quantity of small fish ?-A. We sometimes get
one-balf or three-quarters of a ton, according to the catch of larger fish.

Q. What kinds of fish are they ?-A. Principally blue pickerel and herring, no
other kind.

Q. Do you sometimes catch some young whitefish ?-A. Some three or four
years ago we did, but not lately.

Q. What quantities of these ?-A. One-half to three-quarters of a ton weight
might be buried, probably half a ton sometimes.

Q. Do you ever get such a stock of what you call marketable fish and thon be
compelled to throw them away ?-A. Yes, some five or six years ago these small
fish came with the larger fish, notably the sturgeon. Since thon we have a freezer,
and we utilize all the fish.
Diàt«CQ. What do you mean by those fish that are not marketable ?-A. Small fish, I
mean.

Q. Would you kindly tell me what you would call a large catch of blue
pickerel at the proper season of the year, what would be a moderate quantity ?-
A. Twelve tons, out of four nets in one day, between the 18th and 25th of October,
1892.

Q. What description would these be ?-A. Principally blue pickerel, and a few
whitefish, there might be a few sturgeon.

Q. What about herring?-A. Noue, but in June, 1891, we had a small run of
herring.
!C1 Q. Are they caught numerously at times ?-A. We caught 29 tons in four days
with 12 nets, although herring fishing is very good in October sometimes.

24
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Q. When are pickerel caught?-A. In May and June, but this October bas
been an exception to that.

Q. When is usually your best run of whitefish ?-A. Generally the latter end
of May and June.

Q. At the time of these large catches, did you find it difficult to dispose of your
fish ?-A. Yes, the market was blocked.

Q. Then what did you do with them ?-A. We telegraphed to other points.
Q. How many fish nets have you ?-A. I have four nets.
Q. If you had double the number would you be compelled to dispose of all the

fish to other dealers ?-A. Yes, I think so, the same with the other dealers, as
Buffalo could not freeze them as fast as they came in.

Q. Do the Americans fish more extensively on the other side than we do here?
-A. Much more extensively, but not with the single netas in Canada.

Q. What number of pots (or ponds) to each leader ?-A. They are not entitled to
more than one.

Q. Have you any special knowledge as to the habits of black bass ?-A. No, I
have not.

Q. Then they are not fish that live along these shores ?-A. No, I do not catch
more than j ton in a season.

Q. Would the average size of blue pickerel that feed upon the small fish
pass through a 3k-inch mesh ?-A. Yes.

Q. What would you call an average size pickerel ?-A. About 1 lb.
Q. If you have a larger mesh than that, would many of the small fish be gilled?

-A. Yes, I think so.
Q. Do you frequently lift your nets without catching many fish ?-A. Very

often we have small catches.
Q. In what months would that bc ?-A. Latter part of July and August.
Q. Which are the best months ?-A. Best catches in May and June, September

and October, including all kinds of fish.

DANIEL LANG sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Your residence ?-A. Township of Alborough.
Q. Your nationality ?-A. Canadian.
Q. Your occupation ?-A. A fisherman.
Q. How long have you been engaged in this work?-A. About seven or eight

years.
Q. What kind of fishery have you ?-A. Pound-net fishery.
Q. You catch the same kind of fish as the rest ?-A. Yes, herring principally.
Q. What part of the locality do you fish in ?-A. Twenty miles west of here

with two miles front.
Q. What is the size of your mesh ?-A. Pot 2-inch, tunnel and heart 4-inch,

and leader 7-inch.
Q. IHave you noticed any part of the year in which the fish are in the best con-

dition ?-A. From deep water they are always better during June and July.
Q. Where is your market ?-A. One-half sold in this country, and Detroit sell in

quantitieg.
Q. What prices do you get for whitefish in Detroit ?-A. Never lower than 5

cents and sometimes over.
Q. For blue pickerel ?-A. 4j cents, second class 2 cents, yellow 4j cents.
Q. For sturgeon ?-A. 4j cents, sometimes 4½ cents.
Q. When do you think the sturgeon spawn ?-A. I have not the least idea.
Q. Have ybu made any observation as to whitefish ?-A. Yos, sir, from about

the 10th of November until December.

A. 1893



Ontario Fishery Commission.

Q. When would be the heat of their spawning ?-A. From the 10th to the 20th
of this month. (November.)

Q. What about herring ?-A. About the latter end of November to January.
Q. What about pickerel ?-A. We get very littie pickerel in the spring, but have

seen them spawn in April.
Q. In what particular part of the year do you receive the most injury to your

nets ?-A. The latter part of October and November are supposed to be the worst.
Q. What about small immature fish ?-A. I have caught hundreds of them.
Q. What kind would they be ?-A. Principally herring.
Q. How does this apply to whitefish ?-A. About four years ago we caught

quite a number of them, but not since then.
Q. When thrown out of the pot do they live ?-A. Yes, if not injured.
Q. Have you ever seen any quantities ofthese young herring caught and buried

because they are not ealeable ?-A. No, I never have.
Q. What do you think about the Sunday close time ?-A. It cannot be done

at all.
Q. What about Americans fishing in our waters?-A. I never knew anything

about it.
Q. How far is the American coast from you ?-A. About 60 miles. The widest

part of the lake.
Q. Do you think it will be to the interest of the fisheries that close season should

be established ?-A. No, I do not think so.
Q. When do you put out your pouud-nets, as a rule ?-A. About the 12th of

April.
Q. And fish until when ?-A. Until the latter part of July, and from September

until we cannot fish.
Q. Have you any experience in the salit water fishing ?-A. I was raised among it.
Q. Do fresh water fish require more careful handling ?-A. Yes, I think so, as

they are softer.
Q. Do you think it is possible to use gili netting with success ?-A. No, I do

not think so. It would be of no use to us.
Q. Does gill n.etting cause a great waste of fish ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. But there is no gill-net fishing carried on here, is there ?-A. No, sir, it was

tried but it proved a failure.
Q. Will the public get a better class of fish from the pound-net fisheries than

from the gill-uet ?-A. Certain.ly they will.
Q. Do dealers ask the difference in making the bargain before seeing the fish?

-A. Certainly they will, preferring the pound-net fishing.

WM. BACKHOUSE swori:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Your residence?-A. Port Burwell, township of Bayham.
Q. Your nationality ?-A. Canadian.
Q. How long have you been engaged in this business ?-A. Six years.
Q. What description of fishery are you engaged in ?-A. Wholly pound-net.
Q. What description of fish are you in the habit of getting?-A. Whitefish,

blue pickerel, herring and sturgeon.
Q. Other fish would be bass, yellow pickerel and pike. Coarse fish would be

catfish, mullets and suckers ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you catch any salmon-trout ?-A. Perhaps three or four in a season.
Q. Where are your particular waters for fishing?-A. Those bordering on the

township of Hqughton, from Lot 1 to Lot 15 or 17, I would not be sure which.
Q. What is the size of the mesh in you net ?-A. Pot 2-inch, tunnel and heart

4-inch, leader 7-inch.
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Q. Do you catch many small fish ?-A. Not in proportion to large full grown
ones.

Q. These small fish consist of what ?-A. Mostly herring.
Q. Any whitefish ?-A. Very few, but a few blue pickerel and a few sturgeon,

in proportion to the other fish.
Q. What would be the size of the whitefish ?-A. A small whitefish would be

about 1 pound, and under.
Q. And the size of horring?-A. A small herring would be perhaps j pound

and less.
Q. And they do not get through the meshes ?-A. Wel4, they do not get through,

but they are scooped in with the other fish. When they are scooped means that
they are dead.

Q. Have you anything to say as to when whitefish are in prime condition ?-
A. In the spring of the year, in May and June.

Q. When do you think herring are in best condition ?-A. In August, from May
to November and December.

Q. Are your markets principally in the United States ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you ever attempted to make a home market for them ?-A. I have

never looked for that, not being situated on -the railway we cannot well make a
home market.

Q. What prices do you get ?-A. Whitefish, 5 ets.; herring, 1 et.; yellow
pickerel, 4j ets.; sturgeon, 4 cts.

Q. Have you taken any observation as to when whitefish spawn ?-A. The latter
part of November.

Q. Do the herring about the same time ?-A. Yes, sir, never the whole year
round.

Q. Any in June ?-A. No, sir.
Q. When do the blue pickerel spawn ?-A. In March and April.
Q. Do the yellow pickerel spawn at same time ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. When do bass spawn ?-A. I can say very littie about them, as we catch very

few of them.
Q. What about sturgeon ?-A. Nearly all the year round, generally in July and

August.
Q. When do you find it most profitable to gather these eggs ?-A. In June, July

and August.
Q. Then the eggs to make the caviare are separated from the ovaries?
Q. What is the average size sturgeon that you catch ?-A. About 30 lbs.
Q. About 12 tbs. roe ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What would be the value of the fish per pound ?-A. 4 ets. to 5 ets.
Q. What the value of the eggs ?-A. 15 ets. to 20 ets.
Q. Then the value of the flesh is less than the eggs ?-A. Yes, of the sturgeon.
Q. Have you formed any opinion as to what months your nets are in more danger

than at others ?-A. Fall months, October and November. It does not pay to fish in
November.

Q. Is it impracticable to carry out the law of closing pound-nets on Sunday ?-
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you any knowledge of the Americans fishing in our waters ?-A. Yes,
sir, I have noticed the smoke of tugs when fishing with gill-nets.

Q. Have you ever seen the gill-nets ?-A. No, but from information obtained,
Americans fish from 4 to 5 miles from our shore during the whole season.

Q. Then you think that this has been done continuously ?-A. Yes, for several
years past.

Q. Has there been any effort made on the part of the officer to prevent this?-
A. No. The only way to stop it is to have a Government steam tug or cruiser.

Q. And you think this is pretty general ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Give width of lake there ?-A. About 60 miles.
Q. Do you think it desirable to retain the close seasons for the benefit of the

fishermen for tish ?-A. Yes, sir, for yellow and blue pickerel, whitefish and
Salmon-trout.

A. 1893
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Q. Do you tbink certain limits for spawning should be set apart ?-A. I think
that certain parts of the lake should be reserved for spawning.

Q. If these real spawning times were established, do you think that it would be
well to set them aside ?-A. Yes, sir, I think so. I would say also that artificial pro-
tection should be given fish on the part of the Government, particularly such fish as
whitefish, salmon-trout, pickerel and sturgeon.

Q. Are salmon-trout of any moment in this lake at aIl ?-A. Very few ever
eaught, sir.

Q. Is it impracticable to make a pound-net mesh smaller than 2-inch ?-A.
Yes, sir.

Q. What is the proportion of whitefish in regard to proportion of other fish ?-
A. Well, herring would be about one to sixteen in value of whitefish, the proportion
of blue pickerel and whitefish thirty to one as to value.

Q. Then this lake is more notable for berring and blue pickerel ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. How many nets have you, and how far apart ?-A. Four nets, about one mile

apart.
Q. How far from the shore ?-A. An average of fifteon feet, all being clear from

that to the shore.
Q. Have you ever heard of any obstructions boing laid ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Is there no way that they could be lifted from Saturday to Monday ?-A. I

do not know. The only way that it could be done that I know of would be to fasten
the leader to a stake.

Q. If you were to lift the nets would it entail any more work on your men ?-
A. Yes, it would if there were any amount of fisb lifted.

Q. Do most of them follow any other trade ?-A. No, they follow fishing as a
business.

Q. Do blue pickerel ever grow to as large a size as the yellow ?-A. No, I do
not think so, average size is about 1 lb. for blue pickerel.

HENRY SWAN sworn:
By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. Your residence ?-A. Port Burwell.
Q. Your occupation ?-A. Fisherman.
Q. How long have you been engaged in this business ?-A. Six or seven years.
Q. Your nationality?-A. Canadian.
Q. What kind of fishery have you ?-A. Pound-net fishery only.
Q. Catch what kinds of fish?-A. Pickerel, whitefish, sturgeon, herring, bass

and other coarse fish.
Q. Ever catch any salmon-trout ?-A. Very few.
Q. What is the limit of your fishery ?-A. Walsingham.
Q. Do you corroborate the size of the mesh ?-A. Yes, sir; pound-net, pot 2.

inch, tunnel 4-inch, leader 7-inch.
Q. Have you ever taken any observation as to what months the fish are in the

best condition ?-A. No, I have not.
Q. Where do you market your fish ?-A. Buffalo.
Q. What is the value of the fish that you sell at Buffalo ?-A. About same as

bas been quoted.
Q. Can you give me any information as to when whitefish spawn?-A. Yes, in

the latter part of October and November.
Q. What about herring ?-A. About same time.
Q. What about blue pickerei?-A. About April.
Q. Would that cover the yellow pickerel as well ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What ab'out the bass family?-A. Most caught in the fall of the year. They

.are a spring spawning fish.



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 100.)

Q. Do you ever catch any maskinongé ?-A. Very seldom.
Q. Do you catch a good many perch. When do they spawn ?-A. In June.
Q. When would be the .most dangerous time of year for fishing nets ?-A.

October and November, on account of the inclemency of the weather.
Q. Do you catch any small fish ?-A. Yes, some small ones.
Q. What kind ?-A. Small herring and pickeirel.
Q. What about whitefish ?-A. This season we have caught vory few.
Q. What is done with these small herring and pickerel ?-A. We sell them at

reduced prices.
Q. Would it be impracticable for the fishermen to lift their nets for the Sunday

close time ?-A. I do not see how it could be made practical.
Q. Do you kiow anything of the Americans fishing in Canadian waters ?-A.

I have seen American tugs lying off four or five miles in the lake.
Q. Would they be there for carrying traffic down the lake or for fishing pur-

poses ?-A. For fishing purposes, I have understood.
Q. Have you seen them ?-A. I have seon them there and was told that they

were there for that pupose.
Q. Then you think that they were fishing there ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. With gill-nets ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are these tugs numerous ?-A. Yes, we see them frequently.
Q. How wide is the lake from there ?-A. A bout fifty miles.
Q. About how far from the shore could these tugs be seen ?-A. About eight or

ten miles.
Q. Is it your wish that this innovation should be prevented ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you think that the present staff of officers could prevent it?-A. Not

unless they had a steam-boat.
Q. Who is your fishery officer here ?-A. Mr. Sharp.
Q. He lives about two miles from the lake shore, does ho not ?-A. Yes.
Q. Do you think a close season to be of no interest to fishermen and fisheries ?-

A. No, I do not think so, as it does benefit them.
Q. Is pound-net fishing carried on from the opening of the season to the closing ?

-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Would a larger mesh than a 2-inch pot make it impracticable to catch the

fish ?-Yes, sir, it would be injurious to the fish and the fisheries, as it would kill too
many fish and interfere with the profits.

Capt. JOHN ELLISON sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Your residence ?-A. Port Stanley.
Q. Your occupation ?-A. Fisherman for sixteen years.
Q. Your nationality ?-A. Canadian.
Q. What description of fishery have you ?-A. Pound-nets altogether.
Q. Where is your fishery?-A. Opposite the townships of Southwold and

Alborough.
Q. What extent does it cover ?-A. Ton miles, with nine nets; five nets of my

own and four purchased.
Q. What are the measurements ?-A. Pot 2-inch, tunnel 4-inch, heart, 5-inch,

and leader 6 and 7-inch.
Q. What kind do you catch ? A. Principally herring.
Q. Any blue pickerel ?-A. Occasionally.
Q. What do you do in the whitefish line ?-A. Quite a number in the spring,

very few in the fall.
Q. What is the avera ge weight of the whitefish that you get ?-A. Four pounds

average, have caught 20 Ibo., frequently 15 to 16 Ibs.
29
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Q. Have you taken any observation as to when fish are in better condition than
others ?-A. Wbitefish in the spring.

Q. Do you catch any sturgeon ?-A. Very few.
Q. Are your prices the samo as Buffalo prices ?-A. Mine are ail home con-

sumption. Whitefish, 6 cents; herring, about 1¼ to l cents; blue pickerel, 2 cents.
Q. At what time of the year is whitefish most ripe for spawning ?-A. From

the 15th to 20th of November.
Q. What about herring ?-A. Somewhat later until January.
Q. What about blue pickerel ?-A. About April.
Q. And sturgeon ?-A. I do not know.
Q. Still you sell their eggs ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Any catfish ?-A. Not very often.
Q. What months are most dangerous for the nets ?-A. November.
Q. How far do you fish from Port Stanlev ?-A. From twelve to thirty miles.
Q. Do you catch many small fish ?-A. Very seldom, catch some less than 1½

pounds.
Q. What size fish would pass through your mesh ?-A. Nothing les than ¼

pound.
Q. You sometimes catch these small fish ?-A. Sometimes. In the run last

year some, and four years ago we eaught sorne, but not since.
Q. About what size would they be ?-A. From j to 1 pound.
Q. What are done with thern, could you sell them ail ?-A. Weil, I throw them

back.
Q. What about Sunday service law ?-A. It would be impracticable to lift our

nets.
Q. Have you any knowledge of Americans fishing in our waters ?--A. Yes, sir,

they do. Within twenty miles of Port Stanley.
Q. How wide is it across from Port Stanley ?-A. About sixty miles.
Q. Have you seen them fishing there yourself?-A. I have seen them fishing

with gill-nets and tugs.
Q. To what extent have you seen them fishing there ?-A. For about one week,

when going to Cleveland I have noticed them fishing in our waters.
Q. Have you good opportunities for seeing them ?-A. I have good chance to

see tbem as I pass along on my route.
Q. Do yon think that it should be allowed ?-A. No, I do not.
Q. Do you believe that it is judicious to establish proper close season for the

benefit of the fisheries ?-A. Yes, I do, especially for the whitefish.
Q. You think whitefish in particular ?-A. Yes, sir, I do.
Q. What do you consider a fair catch for the pound-nets ?-A. One-half ton .to

two tons, average catch is from 1½ tons to 5 tons in June and July, taking in ail
kinds of fish.

Q. How far are your nets apart?-A. (I fish some of my nets ii a string.)
About half a mile apart.

Q. In what depith of water ?-A. Twenty-eight, thirty, and thirty-two feet.
Q About how far i8 the pot of your net frorn the shore ?-A. About 200 yards

from the shore in rfy locality.
Q. Do you think that the fish have a through passage between the shore. and

the net?-A. Yes, sir, I do.
Q. Do yo waste any small fish in your nets ?-A. No, I do not, I tell them to

throw out the small fish to save their lives.
Q. Do you set ont your nets to catch the large full-grown fish ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you regard the appearance of small fish as a nuisance and a trouble, your

object is to obviate it as far as possible ?-A. Most decidedly.
Q. If the small fish were marketable, would you be willing to catch them ?-A.

1 think ail small fish should be saved, not caught.
Q. Have you a tug ?-A. 1 have two of them.
Q. What do they cost ?-A. One c.ost me $12,000, the other 83,000.
Q. What would be the average cost of a tug ?-A. About $4,000.
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Q. What does a lifting-boat cost?-A. About $100. A scow about $100, a pile
driver, with steam power, is worth $150, $100 is a fair estimate, stake driver cost
$50, a good pound-net set in the water is worth $350.

Q. How many nets have you ?-A. Nine nets.
Q. Then for running these nets how many men ?-A. About ten or twelve men

is the average.
Q. At how much per month?-A. I pay from $35 to $45 per month; I have

three men at $45 per month, seven men at $32 for eight months.
Q. Do you put your nets together here ?-A. Yes, at Port Stanley. Bay our

nets in the States.
Q. Have you an ice-house ?-A. Yes, I have an ice-house, no pound-net fishery

is complete without one.
Q. What does it cost ?-A. Ice house and fish house cost me $1,600, 40 cents

per ton will cover the cost of 800 tons.
Q. Have you a freezer ?-A. Yes, it cost $600; we pound our ice.
Q. Have you ever tished with gill-nets ?-A. I have.
Q. How far out on the lake ?-A. About 35 miles.
Q. What did you catch there ?-A. Some whitefish.
Q. Did you ever come across any Americans fishing there ?-A. No.
Q. Which of the nets give the public a botter class of fish ?-A. The pound-net

fish get 2 cents per lb. more than the gill; whitefish, 2 cents; blue pickerel, 1 cent.Q. How many nets could you handie with two tugs ?-A. Forty nets.Q. How many pound-nets would one good tug supply ?-A. Ton to fifteen nets.Q. With two crews and one tug, could do double the work ?-A. One tug can
altend to only ton to fifteen nets.

Q. Are there some parts on Lake Erie where it would not be well to fish five
pound-nets and under with a tug ?-A. No, I think it would be unprofitable.Q. If yon fish with a tug, it would require how many nets to make it pay ?-A.
From ten to fifteen nets.

Q. American fishing is free fishing, would you like to see that system established
on this side of the water ?-A. No, I would not.

Q. Do you know of any person who would ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Is the fishing industry of Lake Erie largely in the hands of business men

with capital?-A. No, sir.
Q. Is it assuming a business aspect of late years ?-A. 1 believe it is.Q. Can you see any indication that there is any political distinction made in the

granting of licenses?-A. No, sir, it is very fair, as it is divided among both political
parties.

I got a letter from the inspector, sont down on the. train.-t night, in haste
(letter produced). My fishing has been a littie slack on account of the slime in the
water, west of Port Stanley; there has been but little fishing done on that account,not enough to pay us. I had all the nets ready to put down when I received thisletter which prevented me; there came a run of fisb, and now my lose will amount to$1,500 or $2,000 worth of fish.

Q. If your nets had been put down as you say, in.time for the run, what kind
of fish would you have caught?-A. Herring and whitefish would have been the
principal catch.

Q. Any salmon-trout ?-A. No, sir.
There is always a run every month, then steady again for most every day.
In regard to the close season, I suggest that there be a good inspector appointed

to attend to this work only.
Our men lift the nets, and the American fishermen take them to the States

without'coming to the shore. This is done in close season and out of it. To obviate
this an efficient officer should be appointed to attend to it, and the close season will
be kept by the Canadians.

The Commission thon closed its work at this place, and adjourned to sit at
.Leamington, on the 11th instant.
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No. 3.-L EAMINGTON.

The Fishery Commission met this llth day of November, at Leamington, in
accordance with previous notice.

Members present, Samuel Wilmot, Esq., Edward Harris, Esq.; when Miss Cham-
berlain was employed as stenographer.

Mr. Wilmot, as chairman, called the meeting to order, when the following pro-
ceedings took place.

The purport of the Commission was explained.

Mr. W. H. BLACK was called and sworn

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. Your residence ?-A. Kingsville.
Q. Occupation ?-A. Fisherman.
Q. Nationality ?-A. Canadian.
Q. How long have you been engaged in fishing ?-A. Seven years.
Q. What kind of fishing are you engaged in?-A. Pound-net fishing.
Q. What do you catch in your pound-nets?-A. Herring, sturgeon, bass, white-

fish, perch, catfish and other coarse kinds.
Q. Do you ever catch salmon-trout ?-A. Once in a while.
Q. What particular waters do you fish in ?-A. Between Kingsville and Ruth-

ven, about two miles below Kingsville.
Q. What size mesh do you use ?-A. Pot, 2-inch; tunnels and hearts, 5-inch;

leaders, 8-inch.
Q. What size fish can escape through the 'meshes of your pot?-A. Small ber-

ring, small pickerel, small whitefish and bass.
Q. What would you call small ?-A. Herring 4 or 5-inch, pickerel same.
Q. Are there any kinds of those you take in your nets that cannot be sold ?-

A. No, we ship everything we take out of our neta.
Q. What is the usual weight of your herring?-A. Average ¾-Ib.
Q. What is the usual weight of your pickerel ?-A. Average 1½ lbs.
Q. What is the usual weight of your sturgeon ?-A. Average 60 lbs.
Q. Have you taken notice when fish are in best condition for table use ?-A.

Whitefish and herring, in April and May.
Q. When do you catch whitefish more plentifully ?-A. After the 15th of

November.
Q. When is tdhe best run of herring ?-A. In November and part of December.
Q. Where do you generally market your fish ?-A. In Detroit.
Q. Any home market at ail?-A. Not much.
Q. What is the value of the fish you sell ?-A. Whitefish 5c., herring lc., pick-

erel, first class, 5c., second class, lc. The weight of the first class is about 1½ lbs.,
second class about like herring.

Q. Have you ever taken notice when whitefish are most ripe and ready to
spawn ?-A. Commence about 15th of November.

Q. When for herring ?-A. About the same time.
Q. What about pickerel ?-A. March and April.
Q. Do you hold the idea that herring spawn ail the year round ?-A. No, about

the 15th of November.
Q. Do you catch considerable numbers of catfish ?-A. Very few.
Q. Do you know when they spawn ?-A. Cannot tell.
Q. When do you- experience the geatest loss to your nets ?-A. In November.
Q. la that brought about by stormy weather ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you any knowledge of any smali fish being thrown away ?-A. No, sir;

we do not throw anything away except shiners.
Q. Do you throw away no fish caught in your neta ?-A. We throw away the

eel-pouts.
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Q. Is the Sunday close season law kept there ?-A. No, sir.
Q. If it were ordered to be kept, what would be the effect ?-A. It would be

impracticable, as it is sometimes impossible to got out to lift nets.
Q. Do you know anything about the statement that Americans fish in our

waters ?-A. There are some Americans at the Old Hen who use gill-nets in Cana-
dian waters.

Q. Do they use pound-nots ?-A. Not to my knowledge.
Q. Where has Mr.Post, the fish dealer,got controlof nets?-A. At Point Pelee.
Q. Is ho an American dealer ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do those nets belong to Canadians ?-A. Cannot answer.
Q. Are they in Canadian waters ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. How does ho exercise control over them ?-A. Most of them have Canadians

to run them and ho takes the fiih from the nets with his two boats.
Q. Does he take thei direct to the United States ?-A. Yes, sir, to Sandusky

and other ports.
Q. Are any of thom landed on the Canadian side after he takes thom in his steam-

boats ?-A. Cannot say.
Q. How long has tlfis been going on to your knowledge ?-A. Seven or eight

years.
Q. Do you ever sell any of your fish to Mr. Post ?-A. I have.
Q. Do you think it wise that Americans should be allowed to fish in Canadian

waters?-A. I do not, it is an interference. •
Q. Do you know of any Canadian fishermen on the American side fishing in

like manner ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Do you think it is correct for the Government to have close seasons for flsh ?

-A. I do.
Q. But they should be chosen with proper judgment ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Is it customary to fish with pound-nets during November more than any

other season ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Is the month of November more profitable for pound-nets ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are you aware of American companies catching large quantities of black

bass with angling on Pelee Islaiid ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you any idea that black bass are spawning at that time ?-A. I think

they spawn about the same time, and they catch them in June.
Q. Have you heard any complaints by Canadian fishermen against Americans

coming over to fish for black bass?-A. Fault is found by Canadian fishermen that
those American anglers are permitted to fish during the close season for bass.

By Mr. Rarris:

Q. You ship everything ?-A. Yes, about everything.
Q. Do you ship direct to retailers in Canada or elsewhere?-A. To Detroit.
Q. Have you ice of your own ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Ice-house ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Who buys your caviare ?-A. I manufacture it myself and ship it to the

States.
Q. A 60-pound sturgeon will make how much meat ?-A. About 40 pounde.
Q. What would be the worth per pound ?-A. About 3j cents per pound.
Q. What is the value of the caviare?-A. Manufactured, 16 cents per pound.
Q. Whon do you get eggs in best condition for caviare ?-A. I cannot see one

time botter than another, got some just the other day.
Q. How do you make the caviare ?-A. By salting the eggs.
Q. Do you not get more eggs at one season than at another?-A. We get

more sturgeon from lst of May tili 15th of June.
Q. Do you find it more profitable for caviare thon than at any other time ?-A.

Yes, sir.
Q. Are eggs the same size then as in June, July and September ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What tish are speared here?-A. INone but pike in the spring.
Q. Are they speared with torch lights ?-A. Cannot say.
Q. Are they speared through ice ?-A. No, in channels.
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Q. Is there such a practice as shooting fish ?-A. Not to my knowledge.
Q. What class of people usually do spearing ?-A. Sports and boys.
Q. Do you think it does tishing harm to have pike speared ?-A. Some.
Q. Have you your own pile driver and scow ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Boat for lifting ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you put out your leader with stakes or floats ?-A. Stakes.
Q. How many sets of stakes do you drive? -A. Two.
Q. How many sets ofstakes could you drive with your apparatus ?-A. One sdt

a day on an average.
Q. Your pile driver and scow only used for that purpose ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do small fish gill in 2-inch mesh ?-A. ,No, sir.
Q. If you had 3-inch or larger mesh would the fish gill?-A. The mesh is as

good as you can fix it, if larger they will gill.
Q. Do you think that 2-inch mesh was gradually adopted by the pound-net

fishermen as less destructive and more satisfactory ?-A. I do.
Q. Was it less troublesome to fishermen ?-A. Yes, sir, we had 1-inch bar,

that is 3-inch extension, and we were continually for hours picking gill fish out of it.
Q. Are these fish when picked out thrown back into tlie water?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you think that throwing dead fish in the water is prejudicial to fishing

grounds ?-A. I do, it is something we never do.
Q. What would be called the' aggregate weight of the small fish caught in

your net?-A. Cannot answer that question.
Q. How will it compare in proportion to your whole catch of fish ?-A. Not

much. sir.
Q. If you were compelled to lift your nets SaturJay night and thon put them

out Monday again, would that compel your men to work on Sunday ?-A. No, sir.
Q. What would you do with the fish you got Saturday night ?-A. We ship

the fish Saturday night if we lift that night.

The next witness was Mr. W. D. BATES, who was called and sworn:-

By Mr. Wilnot:
Q. Your residence ?-A. Ridgetown.
Q. Occupation ?-A. Fisherman.
Q. How long have you been engaged in fishing ?-A. Fourteen years.
Q. Your nationality?-A. Canadian.
Q. What description of fishery is yours ?-A. Herring, whitefish, blue pickerel,

yellow pickerel, sturgeon, bass and other coarse fish.
Q. Give the locality of your fishery ?-A. On Rondoan Point.
Q. Do you use seines ?-A. Principallypound-nets, but also seines and gill-nets.
Q. How many pound-nets ?-A. Four.
Q. Seines ?-A. I own one, and half interest in two more.
Q. Gill-nets aiso ?-A. Yes, 800 yards gill-nots.
Q. Give size of your pound-net meshes ?-A. Pot 2-inch, hearts and tunnels

5-inch, leaders 6 to 8-inch.
- Q. What is the size of meshes in your seines ?-A. 4-inch mesh for centre,
winge 5-inch.

Q. What in gill-nets ?-A. 3-inch.
Q. When are whitefish in best condition for eating or for market ?-A. Any

time in the year except just after spawning season. We catch them in Máy and
June, and again in the lat. of September and October, and a few in November.

Q. Is it your opinion that the whitefish.spawn on rocks ?-A. Yes; and gravel.
Q. You think the whitefish best in May, June and September and October ?-

A. Yes, sir.
Q. When are herring best ?-A. Same as whitefish.
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Q. Where do you market your fish ?-A. About half in Canada, the rest in the
United States.

Q. Could you give me an idea of the market value ?-A. Whitefish, in Canada,
5 cents; herring sell altogether by count of 100 at 80 cents, the first of the season,
and $1 after the first ot September.

Q. Price of pickerel?-A. Yellow saine as whitefish, blue 1¼ cents this time of
the year, one cent earlier in the season.

Q. Sturgeon ?-A. 4 cents per pound dressed, 5 cents fully dressed.
Q. When do you consider sturgeon in best condition?-A. Any time except

when spawning, they spawn at ail seasons. We find some not fit for use, others are
ail right, ail fish are lean and lank after spawning.

Q. You say sturgeon spawn the year round ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What do you cail ready to spawn ?-A. When it flows froma their bodies.
Q. Do you find eggs flowing from the body in June and July ?-A. I have, and

I have found them in November, from May to December.
Q. Is there any one time more than another you get them more plentifuly?-

A. Last of May and lst of June, sometimes middle of June when there is a bit of
sea or storm it makes them move around. I think they come from deeper water
into shallower to spawn.

Q. When do you think whitefish spawn ?-A. They are in the height of spawn-
ing about the 25th of November, herring about the same time.

Q. What about bass ?-A. They spawn from 24th May to 15th June.
Q. Do you catch salmon-trout in your nets ?-A. Yes sir, we caught eleven this

season, the only ones we have caught in this fishery, weighing about 21 pounds
each.

Q. When are nets most destroyed by rough weather ?-A. By east winds, latter
part of October and in November.

Q. Are ail fish in your pound-nets caught with 2-inch mesh ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you catch many small fish in this pot?-A. Ail marketable.
Q. Will you get whitefish under 6 inches long in your pot ?-A. We never get

whitetish smaller than that.
Q. How small whitefish do you catch ?-A. Average 2 or 2j pounds, some 1,

some 4 or 5 pounds.
Q. Has a 1½-pound fish eggs in it ?-A. Cannot say.
Q. Would you call these immature fish ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. You get no fish under 6 inches long ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Could smaller fish get through your pot ?-A. They get through the hearts

and tunnels, but gill in the pot.
Q. Would you think the Sunday close time impracticable ?-A. We could niot

fish at ail.
Q. Do you know anything about Americans fishing on our shores ?-A. Only

by hearsay.
Q. Do they buy fish ?-A. Yes, sir, 1 have sold to them and shipped to then too.
Q. Do they come with a tug ?-A. Yes, sir. I jnst bargained to sell them what

I could not sell in Canada; we have no market for blue pickerel in Canada at ail.
Q. Do they take the fish right from you fresh ?-A. Yes, sir, we sell them to

them right there; we run our smail boat alongside of the American tug out in the
lake and just weigh and sell to them.

Q. Does that tug then come to the Canadian port or go direct to the American
ehore?-A. Sometimes the tug comes into port, sometimes it goes direct to the
American port, but she always comes in and clears, sometimes Iying at the port
over night and comes for the fish in the morning and then goes direct to the Ameri-
can ports..

Q. Are you an advocate of giving protection to fish during spawning time ?-A.
Yes, sir.

Q. How early do you commence setting nets in spring ?-A. As early as April
and continue to fish as late as the 14th of December unless storms tear up our nets,
that is with pound-nets.
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Q. How with your seines and other nets ?-A. We use seines in spring, gill-nets
in winter, no other time.

A. Do you catch many bass here ?-A. Yes, sir, get good catches with the seine
in winter.

Q. Have you heard any complaints with regard to American anglers coming
over to fish ?-A. Only by hearsay.

Q. Do you know anything about spearing?-A. Have speared some.
Q. Is it practised much here ?-A. Not much, in spring sporting men come and

spear with.torch-lights.
Q. Who is your nearest fishery officer ?-A. Mr. Lindley now, he lives at Cedar

Springs.
Q. Where is spearing nostly carried on ?-A. In creeks and bays.
Q. What do they spear principally ?-A. Pike, anything they can get, now and

then they get a bass.
Q. Are these fisb engaged in spawning at that time ?-A. Yes, sir; they are.
Q. What do you know about caviare ?-A. We manufacture it.
Q. What is the average size of your sturgeon ?-A. About 40 ibs. dressed.
Q. What is that worth per pound ?-A. 5 ets.
Q. Fron that quantity of sturgeon drossed what quantity of eggs would you

get ?-A. From 40 Ibs. about 8 pounds eggs.
Q. What are these worth ?-A. 18 ets. per pound, when salted.
Q. What is the process of making caviare ?-A. The eggs are put through a

large sieve first to separate them, then salted and mixed up and put in a small sieve
to drain.

Q. Have you more difficulty at one season than another in getting these eggs ?
-A. I find sturgeon with spawn the year round.

Q. What is your average catch in the best fishing season ?-A. At a lift about
3 tous including ail kinds of fish.

By Mr. Harris :
Q. You call your fishery principally herring ?-A. Yes, then blue pickerel,

thon whitefish.
Q. Could you fish your fishery with larger than 2-inch mesh ?-A. 2-inch is the

largost we can profitably fish from the fact of there being so many gilled, and gilled
fish are not saleable.

Q. Are ail gilled fish spoiled ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have to be thrown into the water ?-A. A man who fishes to any extent would

have to do so.

Mr. IRA LOOP was called and sworn:

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Your residence ?-A. Kingsville.
Q. Occupation ?-A. Fisherman.
Q. How long have you been engaged in fishing ?-A. 25 or 26 years.
Q. Nationality ?-A. Canadian.
Q. What sort of fishery do you carry on ?-A. Pound nets only.
Q. What do you catch ?-A. Ail kinds of fish.
Q. What principally ?-A. Herring are most, then whitefish, a few pickorel.
Q. Do you catch any bass or other coarse fish ?-A. A fow, not many.
Q. Locality of your fishery ?-A. At Kingsville.
Q. Is there any variation in the size of your mesh ?-A. About the same as

described by former evidence, 2-inch mesh pot.
Q. Do you consider whitefish and herring in botter condition in the fali than in

the spring ?-A. Decidedly so, sir.
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Q. You inean best for fishing?-A. Best for eating.
Q. How do they compare in spring with fall ?-A. In April and May about the

same.
Q. Where do you sell your fish principally ?-A. )etroit.
Q. Do you sell any for home market ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are prices about the same both places ?-A. A little better at home but less

disposed of.
Q. What are the prices of your whitefish?-A. About 5 cents.
Q. Herring, how much ?-A. ¾ cent in Detroit, 1 cent home market.
Q. When is it most unseasonable and injurious to nets?-A. The last of Nov-

ember and lst of December is worst.
Q. When do you think whitetlsh are most ripe for spawning ?-A. From 20th

of November to lst of December.
Q. Herring ?-A. About the same.
Q. Sturgeon ?-A. I think their ripest spawning season is from the 20th of

June to the lst of July.
Q. Have you any idea about bass ?-A. About same as sturgeon.
Q. Are many small fish caught in your nets and thrown away ?-A. Small fish

will not travel with large fish, they do not enter the pound with big fish.
Q. If they did what would be the consequerice ?-A. They would be eaten up.
Q. Are there many small fish destroyed in the nets ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Have you seen or known any quantities of small fish being brought on shore

and buried or thrown away?-A. I have scen some small fish thrqwn away and some
buried in June and July.

Q. What do you say about Sunday close-time ?-A. It would be impracticable
to take up nets from Saturday night till Monday.

By Mr. Harris:

Q. Do you ever know any fishermen lifting thoir nets on Sunday ?-A. I have
heard of it being done, but they do not make a practice of it.

Q. What would necessitate it ?-A. A blow.

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. Do you know anything about Americans fishing on our shores ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Do they get fish ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. How do they get them ?-A. Some buy them.
Q. Do you see any American tugs crossing and' taking fish from our nets ?-A.

Yes, sir.
Q. Are these fish taken immediately on board and taken to the American

shores ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Is this practice carried on pretty largely?-A. Yes, somewhat.
Q. Are these nets in this neighbourhood ?-A. They are partly.
Q. Do you consider that an infringement upon your fishermen's business here?

-A. No, sir, it would be utterly impossible for some ofthese men to dispose of
their fish if these tugs did not come and take them from them. I understand while
we are shipping they get a permit to run one or two weeks and then they clear on
certain days. They do not infringe upon the law, it would be impossible to make
entry every day. To all intents and purposes I think it is an irregulaarity, but they
are permitted to do that.

Q. Do you advocate having close seasons?-A. I think there should be no close
season. There might be on sturgeon, because they are getting scarce.

Q. Would protection render service to fishermen ?-A. I think it would on those.
Q. When do you commence your fishing?-A. About 15th or 20th of April and

fish until December.
Q. How often would you need to take up a single net for cleaning during the

season ?-A. We do not fish at all during July and August, because -it is destructive
to nets and fish.
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Q. Why destructive to fish ?-A. There are a good many amaller fish caught
then than at any other time, and the market is so light then they will not take
small fish.

Q. Do you know anything about bass fisheries at ail ?-A. I do not.
Q. 's there any spearing fith carried on to your knowledge ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Do you catch any sturgeon ?-A. A few.
Q. What is the average weight?-A. From 50 to 60 pounds.
Q. How much saleable meat will that make?-A. Fifty or 60-pound sturgeon

will make from 35 to 40 pounds of meat.
Q. What is that worth?-A. $1.75.
Q. How much caviare from a 60-pound sturgeon ?-A. I could riot tell; I sell

the fish out and out, eggs and everything, for $1.75.

By Mdr. Harris :
Q. How many pound-nets have you ?- -A. Two under the name of Loop Bros.,

double license, got out in May, I think.
Q. How long since you first began fishing pound-nets ?-A. In 1866.
Q. Have you a pile driver ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Any fish-house ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Ice-house or freezer ?-A. No, sir. Freezers are not owned or used by any

fishermen here, with the exception of G. DeLaurier & Sons, fish are ail sold direct
for market.

Q. When youship fish. do you use ice?-A. Yes, sir, the dealers have the ice
themselves.

Q. Do ail fish shipped have to be iced ?-A. No, sir.
Q. How many months in the year?-A. Probably two and a balf or three.
Q. How many sturgeon do you catch in a season ?-A. Sometimes 150 or 200.
Q. Are many of thein under three feet in length ?-A. We never sell t hem, we

put them back into the lake.
Q. What length is it proper to bring to shore ?-A. About three feet.

The two following persons, namely:-Mr. Urias Loop, and Mr. John Malott,
corroborated the evidence given by Mr. Ira Loop.

Mr. GILBERT DELAURIER was called and sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Your residence ?-A. Leamington.
Q. Occupation?-A. Fisherman and fish dealer.
Q. How long engaged in this work?-A. Dealing five years, fishing twenty-five

years.
Q. Nationality ?-A. Canadian.
Q. What kind of fishery do you carry on ?-A. Pound-net only.
Q. What particular kinds of fish do you catch and deal ir ?-A. Herring, white-

fish, pickerel, bas$, perch, sturgeon and ail kinds brought in.
Do you get many salmon-trout ?-A. None at ail.

Q. What is the locality of your fiahery ?-A. Fronts on Leamington.
Q. What is the size of your mesh ?-A. Pot 2-inch, tunnels and hearts 5,

leaders 8-inch mesh.
Q. When do you consider whitefish best for eating ?-A. They are more firm

in the fall. lerring are best in the fail also.
Q. Where do you market your fish principally ?-A. We ship east through

Canada, but when we have a surplus we ship to the other side. My object bas been
to work up home -trade and I have succeeded admirably well so far. I cure fish in
various ways and dispose of them in the same way.
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Q. Do you find curing fish as profitable as selling fresh ?-A. To a certain

extent fully more so.
Q.,Is this fact brought about only since you opened up that trade ?-A.

Yes, sir.
Q. Then the business is quite new, is it ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What was your object in doing so ?-A. The Americans had nonopolised

the fish trade previously.
Q. Where do you realize best prices for your fresh fish ?-A. Better prices for

home market than sending them to the States.
Q. Is this market increasing ?-A. Yes, I cannot fil the demand this season.
Q. Do you deat much in sturgeon ?-A. Ali I can get.
Q. Do you cure them?-A. I do.
Q. Do you seli them in Canada ?-A. Exclusively.
Q. What markets doyou send them to ?-A. Ali the principal towns in Ontario

as far east ais Ottawa.
Q. How do you send it?-A. In cases, not in sides.
Q. What is this cured sturgeon worth ?-A. Ton cents per pound wholesale.
Q. Do you gather caviare too ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What do you get for it?-A. Twenty cents por pound.
Q. Do you buy sturgeoni fresh ?-A. We buy them fresh and take the eggs

fron them and cure them.
Q. What will the usual run of sturgeon be in size ?-A. Average size 40 pounds.
Q. How much cured meat will you make out of that ?-A. About 20 pounds.
Q. From that size sturgeon what amount of eggs will you get ?-A. Five or six

pounds.
Q. Is thero any season of the year in which you find eggs in botter condition

than another ?-A. Yes, during the month of May and up to the 20th June, after that
they are too ripe.

Q. Do you ever find eggs too ripe in April ?-A. No, sir.
Q. How do you find eggs in July and August?-A. It is just about spawning

season, the first part of July being the principal spawning time.
Q. Is the sturgeon trade increasing or diminishing?-A. For the past five years

they are not quite as numerous as before. Small sturgeon under 3j feet should not
be caught, as no eggs arc obtained from them and they are not valuable for use in
any other shape.

Q. Do you cure whitefish and herring ?-A. We cure herring in large quaîntities.
Q. How are they put up?-A. In boxes.
Q. Do you soli them by the pound then ?-A. By the hundred or dozen.
Q. What do you get a hundred for them ?-A. About *1.80 for best.
Q. Is this a new trade here ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. U it on the increase ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Is there any other kind of fish you cure ?-A. No, sir.
Q. What do you get for whitefish, fresh ?-A. About 6 cents.
Q. For pickerel ?-A. 4* or 5 cents.
Q. For bass ?-A. Seven cents when we have them, but handle very few.
Q. What do they weigh?-A. 2½ or 3 pounds. I mean black bass.
Q. Do you get many bass caught with a rod ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Do they catch them at Pelee ?-A. They do largely.
Q. Where is market for bass at 7 cents?-A. Windsor.
Q. Can you give us any information about Peleo Island ?-A. I can't.
Q. When are whitefish ripest for spawning ?-A. Commence 25th November.
Q. lerring when?-A. Same time.
Q. Do you have coarser kinds of fish ?-A. Not many, a few channel catfish.
Q. What size catfish you get here ?-A. Channel catfish from two to twenty-

five pounds.
Q. When do you think pickerel spawn ?-A. Latter part of March and fore

part of April.
Q. Do you know black bass to be spring spawning fish ?-A. Yes, sir, I think

about June.
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Q. In what month do you meet with greatest mishaps in pound-not fishing?-
A. Latter part of October and during November.

Q. Do you make any difference between small fish and proper size ?-A. We do
not take email fish at all.

Q. What do you call small herring?-A. Would not buy 6-inch heiring.
Q. Do you know whother many of these small herring are caught at all?-A. I

do not know.
Q. Do you know of large quantities of small fish being thrown away because of

beinguseless ?-A. I have heard it repeatedly but have not seon it.
Q. What about Sunday close time?-A. It is impossible in a measure to carry

that out in fishing pound-nets.
Q. Do you think it correct to have judiciously chosen close seasons for the prd-

servation of fish ?-A. I think they are a benefit if properly chosen.
Q. Do you know anything about Americans fishing in Canadian waters ?-A. I

do not know anything about that.
Q. Do you know any nets being set in our waters by Americans ?-A. I do not,

I know nets owned or claimed by Americans but fished by Canadians.
Q. Do proceeds go direct to the United States ?-A. Don't know, I think so.
Q. In what localities are these nets ?-A. Scattered along shore.
Q. When do you generally start fishing with your nets?-A. First part of

April and through till December, except during July,
Q. )o you know that spearing is carried on here ?-A. I do not think it is.
Q. Do you use a freezer ?-A. I do.
Q. What magnitude ?-A. Forty.
Q. Do you freeze all kinds of fish except sturgeon ?-A. Yes, in autumn months

only, for winter market.
Q. How many nets do you fish ?-A. Three, but five or six would be more ad-

vantageous, for they could be caied for by the same hands.
Q. Any other nets under your control?-A. No, sir.
Q. Have you any bargains with pound-net mon to sell you their take ?-A. No,

sir, their fish are all bargaincd to American companies, so I am barred out.

Mr. WILLIAM GRUBB was called and sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Your residence ?-A. Point Pelee.
Q. Occupation ?-A. Lighthouse keeper.
Q. Are you engaged in fishing at al] ?-A. I have been.
Q. Your nationality ?-A. Canadian.
Q. Not a practical fisherman now ?-A. Have sold out to my sons.
Q. What should be the size of mesh in nets?-A. I think pot should not be

larger than 2½ inches extension measure. Tunnels and hearts not more than 5;
leaders not less than 6.

Q. What would you say about close seasons?-A. Whitefish spawn from the
20th to the 30th of November; herring same. I am not acquainted with pickerel.
Sturgeon spawn at all times. I do not think it right for sporting mon to angle for
bass in close season. .Have known anglers to catch fish in the close season when
the law forbids it. They string and tow them about all day to see who catches the
most, and then at night throw them away. Most of thom are dead. This is done
by Pelee Island anglers, principally American clubs. I would say close s.easonfrom
15th of April to 15th of June, during which time no one should be allowed to fish for
bass.

Q. Does Mr. Post, American fisherman at Point Pelee, fish on shore with Cana-
dian fishermen ?-A. Fish are put on board his tug and taken to Sandusky, Ohio;
they are not brought into Canadian ports. It is carried on nearly altogother on the
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east side, some on the west. 1 have been alongside the steamer and witnessed this.
Proper close seasons are judicious. I think the Sunday close season is impracticable.

By Mr. Barris :

Q. What is the average weight of blue pickerel ?-A. One and one-balf pounds.
Q. Will 1ý-pound fish get through a 3-inch mesh ?-A. I think it would-it

would gill. t
Q. What is the proportion of blue pickerel to whitefish ?-A. We catch a good

many more blue pickerel than whitefish.
Q. You catch more herring than blue pickerel ?--A. Yes, sir.
Q. Would herring go through a three-inch mesh ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Which fish of the same weight would go through a three inch mesh easiest?-

A. Blue pickerel.
Q. You think a change from tw-oinch to three-inich mesh would bc an improve-

ment ?-A. It would be injurious to the fish, gill-net is different from pound-net, the
twine is finer.

Q. How far out from the leader is your pot?--A. One hundred yards.
Q. In what depth of water?-A. One 26 feet, one 33 feet.
Q. What length of leader ?-A. One hundred rods on one, eighty on the other.
Q. What would be the distance from the shore end of the leader to the shore ?-

A. One about eighty rods; the other about twenty. -
Q. Have you lifted many small fish in your pot ?-A. We never catch them

at alil.
Q. What is the sizo of mesh in your leaider?-A. Ten inches.
Q. Do yonu think the public can be supplied with fish caught any other way ?-

A. I do not, gill nettiiig is not carried on at ail with us.

Mr. PIIILLIP DELAURIER was called and sworn:-

By Mr. Wilnot:

Q. Your residence?-A. Point Pelece.
Q. Occupation ?-A. Fisherman.
Q. How long a fisherinan ?-A. Thirty-three or thirty-four years.
Q. Nationality ?-A. Canadian.
Q. What kind of fishery do you carry on ?-A. Pouind-net only.
Q. How many pound-nets?-A. One.
Q. What kind of fish do you catch ?-A. Saine as other evidences given.
Q. What is the principal fish you catch?-A. Herring.
Q. Do you fish east or west of Point Pelee ?-A. West of the Point.
Q. What size is your mesh ?-A. Pot 2-inch, hearts 5, leaders 7.
Q. Where do you sell your fish ?-A. Principally to Amoricans, but market

sone hore.
Q. What firm do you sell to ?-A. Buffalo company.
Q. Do they come and get the fish from your net 7-A. Yes, sir.
Q. How do they come?-A. With tug from Detroit.
Q. How do you manage when they come to your nets ?-A. They come close

to the nets and we put the fish aboard.
Q. Are the fish weighed ?-A. They weigh them and give us the weight.
Q. How far are you from this port ?-A. About nine miles south.
Q. Is that the sane system they pursue with other nets besides yours?-A.

Yes, sir.
Q. Do you get about the -ame as the other witinesses for your fish ?-A. About

the saine; I give pedlers some fish to sell also.
Q What do you consider the worst month for the nets?--A. November.
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Q. Do you ever catch any very small fith in your net ?-A. No; five or six
years ago I caught a good number but do not now.

Q. Would it be impossible to take up nets from Saturday niglit till Monday ?-
A. I think it would be impiacticable.

Q. Do you think ià proper to have good close seatsons?-A. I think it would be
if Americans would do the same.

Q. When do you commence to fish ?-A. About the 20th of April and fish until
the 20th of June, and from the 12th of September, as long as it is safe to keep nets in.

Q. Do you know anything about bass ?-A. Yes, we catch a very few, prin-
cipally on reefs.

Q. When do you think they spawn ?-A. From June 20th through July.
Q. Is there any spearing in your neighbourhood ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Do you catch many sturgeon ?-A. Very few.
Q. Do you think sturgeon spawn in June and July ?-A. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. You fish with a 2-inch extension ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Would you be satisfied to fish with 3-inch mesh ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Would you give up fishing ?-A. Certainly; it would not pay.
Q. Any blue pickerel in your tishery ?-A. Yes, a few.
Q. Would a law to compel taking up of nets for June and July be a benefit ?-

A. It would be a benefit to fishermen and the community, for large amounts of
small fish are destroyed then.

No. 4-RANDWICH.

The Fishery Commission met at Sandwich this 16th day of November, 1892,
according to previous notice.

Members present, Samuel Wilmot, Esq., Edward Harris, Esq., and Miss Cham-
berlain acting as stenographer. Mr. Wilmot, as Chaiiman, called the meeting to
order, whon the following proceedings took place.

The purport of the Commission was explained.

Mr. HENIRY HIEBERT was called and sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. Where do you reside ?-A. Sandwich East.
Q. Your occupation ?-A. Farming and fishing.
Q. How long have you been engaged in fishing ?-A. Twenty-flve years.
Q. What is your nationality ?-A. Canadian.
Q. What kind of fishery do you carry on ?-A. Seine fishing.
Q. What do you principally catch with your seine?-A. W hitefish, pickerel,

sturgeon, mullet, herring and coarse fish.
Q. What particular waters do you fish in ?-A. Lake St. Clair, opposite Peche

Island.
Q. Do you use a seine altogether?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What size fish will escape through your mesh ?-A. Small herring will pass

through, some pickerel.
Q. What size fish will escape ?-A. A pound fish will pass through a 3-inch

mesh.
Q. In what month in the year do you find whitefish best for table use ?-A. In

November late.
Q. When are herring best?-A. In'November.
Q. Pickerel ?--A. G'ood time for them too.
Q. Sturgeon ?-A. 15th of April.
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Q. Coarse fish ?-A. When the water is cold.
Q. Where is your market for your fish ?I-A. Wo sell ail we enn on this side

the balance to Detroit.
Q. What proportion will be sold on the Canadian side and Detroit?-A. About

the saine.
Q. What is the average value of your whitefish ?-A. Six to seven cents per

pound.
Q. What is the value of your herring?-A. One cent each.
Q. What is the value of your pickerel ?-A. No. 1, six cents per pound.
Q. Same on both sides ?-A. About the saine.
Q What kind is No. 1 pickerel ?-A. A yellow pickerel or doré six cents, blue

pickerel sell as coarse fish at seventy-five cents per hundred count.
Q. What is the value of sturgeon ?-A. They sell by piece about $1.25 each,

average between 25 and 30 pounds.
Q. Does that mean meat only ?-A. It includes everything.
Q. Wbat length are your sturgeon ?-A. A twenty-five poutnd about 3j feet.
Q. Do you get many under 3j feet ?-A. Not muny, ail big.
Q. How many do you catch ?-A. Caught about 10 last spring.
Q. How many of these were under 3 feet in length ?-A. About 3 or 4 under

twenty-five pounds.
Q What might you have caught about 5 years ago ?-À. About 300 hundred

in the same place.
Q. Can you assign any cause for the reduced catch of sturgeon ?-A. Because

there were not any pound-nets 6 years ago in that lake.
Q. The introduction of pound-nets has decreased the sturgeon catch ?-A. Yes,

sir.
Q. When is the whitefish ripe for spawning ?-Â. If put in pens they begin

about the 18th of November.
Q. If loose would they spawn earlier?-A. They might spawn earlier.
Q. What is the spawning time for horring ?-A. Herring spawn before white-

fish, principally in October.
Q. Have you taken notice when sturgeon spawn ?-A. I think about May.
Q. Do you catch any black bass?-A. Not much.
Q. Do you ever catch salmon trout?-A. No, sir.
Q. When do you find it most difficult and expensive for you to fish ?-A. In

November.
Q. What is tho size of mesh in the bag of your seine ?-A. Bag and all the

saine size, li-inch bar. 3-inch extension measure. Big herring will be caught in
this, fish 1 pound and under may pass through.

Q. Do you catch young immature fish ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Are you aware of the Sunday close time ?-A. We do not fish on Sunday.
Q. Do the Americans fish in the same waters you do ?-A. Yes, sir, they cross

the boundary more than we do.
Q. What description of nets do they use ?-A. Seines.
Q. What is the len.gth of your net ?-A. About 55 or 60 fathoms.
Q. Do you think the American nets are longer than yours ?-A. Some fish with

80 fathoms.
Q. Do you know whether they use the same kind of mesh ?-A. The same

kind.
Q. Do you think it wise to have pioperly chosen close season in which fish

could spawn ?-A. Yes, I believe that properly selected spawning time should be
chosen.

Q. How soon do you commence fishing in spring ?-A. About the 15th of March,
stop the Ist of April; through May, June, July, August and September we (lo not
fish; commence again about the 15th or 16th of October, and fish until the Ist of
November.

Q. How long do you stop ?-A. From the lst of November until the lst of
December, then fish as long as the ice will let us.

Q. Are any bass caught in your neighbourhood ?-A. A few black bass.
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Q. Is spearing carried on at ail ?-A. Not that I know of.
Q. Do you make caviare at ail ?-A. No, sir, sell sturgeon out and out.
Q. Do Americans fi>h on Poche Islard at all ?-A. No, sir. I am a farmer and

my fishery fronts on my f'arm.
Q. How many men does it take to carry on your fishery ?-A. Five besides my-

self.
Q. Do tbey assist you in farming too ?-A. No, sir, we fish on shares.
Q. What share do they get?-A. They do the work and get half the money.

I pay everything and supply the net.
Q. What licenses do you pay ?-A. $25.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. What is the value of your shares ?-A. About $200 for each for one year.
Q. Do you keep any regular accounts of your catch ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Do the mon keep pretty good accounis ?-A. We divide every week.
Q. Have you an ice house ?-A. No, sir.
Q. You soit herring about $1 per hundred: do you seil wholesale or retail ?-A.

We sell some to farmers, some to Detroit on the market, sell more on this side than
the other, but not herring. When they bogin to sait them then.we can soit on this
side, we can thon get more for them.

Q. When you soit on the American side, how do you get ther there?-A. We
send them there in a small boat.

Q. Who buys, the wholesale or rotail houses ?-A. We sell some on Detroit
market, some to wholesale dealers.

Q. You go there and sell ther on the market ?-A. Yos, sir; and soit them to
a man on the market and he sells thora again.

Q. What is the noarest seine to you ?-A. About thirty rods on the next farm,
up towards the lake, the next is a pound-net about 1½ miles I think.

Q. When was that pound-not first put there ?-A. About six years ago.
Q. Going down the river, how near is the first net ?-A. One mile.
Q. Are there nets all the way down the river after that?-A. None but a hoop-

net, about one mile.
Q. When do sturgeon first appear in your fishory ?-A. Begin in April and stop

before July.
Q. Which way do they come from ?-A. From L-ike Erie.
Q. What do they corne up the river for?-A. To spawn in May.
Q. Where do they spawn ?-A. They go up to the middle of the lake in shallow

water.
Q. Do you know anything about the depth of the west end of Lake Erie ?-A.

No, sir.
Q. Suppose the depth of the west end of Lake Erie to be twenty-five or thirty

feet, would it be strango for sturgeon to run up from that to Detroit Rivertospawn?
Do you say they come to spawn ?-A. I hear overybody say they do.

Q. You say pound-nets destroy sturgeon ?-A. Yes, sir.
nQ. I what depth of water are pound-nets put ?-A. Twolve feet where I am.

Q. If pound-nets destroy sturgeon where will it bo, in which lake ?-A. In both,
I could not say ýwhich most.

Q. How many pound-nets in Lake St. Clair ?-A. Four on the Canada side.
Q. Do you know how nany in Lake Erie ?-A. No, sir.

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. What do those fish como from Lake Erie for?-A. So far as my knowledge

goes they come u) to spawn in Lake St. Clair and Detroit Riv-er, my experience goes
to show that they enter the fishery in March and leave that in June and July, my
conclusion is thai they corne to spawn and go away again.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. Which-description of fishing do you think would bo most destructive to fish

spawn, pound nets irmaining perfectly >till, or a seine drawn five or six times over
the shore where fish deposit spawn ?-A. I do not know about that.
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Q. Do thev fish with gill-nets in Lake St. Clair ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Did you ever hear that they fish with gill-nets in Lake Erie ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Is your net white?-A. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Wilnot :
Q. Give the size of twine in your net ?-A. No. 12.
Q. What about the hatchery fry ?-A. About tive years ago I have seen young

fish from the hatchery taken up there and thrown into a large pond in Belle Isle,
and seen lots of them dead afterwards, about one inch long, all along the shore.

Q. Did you see a dozen of them ?-Lthink more, may be a hundred.
Q. Will you swear that they were young whitefish ?-A. No, sir.
Q. They may have been other fish ?-A. Yes, sir.

Mr. HENRY SMITH was called and sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Your residence ?-A. Pelee Island.
Q. Your occupation ?-A. Grape-growing and wine-making.
Q. Nationality?-A. Am a native of the United States.
Q. Are you a naturalized subject of Canada ?-A. I am.
Q. Do you carry on fishing at all ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Did you formerly ?-A. I am an angler.
Q. What kind of fish do you catch ?-A. Black bass is the principal fish.
Q. What particular waters do you catch them in ?-A. Ail around Pelee Island.
Q. What description of gear do you use?-A. Rod, line and reel, with spoon

bait, and also with live bait, but not witb fly.
Q. In what month do you usually fish ?-A. In May till the middle of June.
Q. Are you aware that is close season ?-A. It is now, but I have not been

fishing for five or six years.
Q. At what time is angling carried on now ?-A. Generally from 15th of May

till the lst of June. There is no other angling now except by American clubs.
Q. When do they commence fishing ?-A. The 15th of May, cease the 1st of

June.
Q. Do you know that as a fact ?-A. I do.
Q. Do they fish at some other season ?-A. In the fall from the middle of Octo-

ber till the middle of November.
Q. Do they catch the greater number of black basa in spring or autumn?-A.

I cannot say.
Q. When are the fish best?-A. No difference so far as eating is concerned.
Q. When do black bass spawn ?-A. In June, I think from the lst of June and

July.
Q. Do you know of bass spawning at all in May?-A. I do not.
Q. What quantities do the club catch ?-A. From 40 to 400 a day.
Q. Would that be the same in autumn ?-A. Fshing is better in spring.
Q. What do they do with these fish ?-A. Sorne they turn loose, they are

brought in and put in a large car and kept alive and in two or three days they turn
them out except what they use.

Q. What is the reason for doitig this?-A. I do not know only to make record.
Q. Do they send any away in the fall?-A. Some in fall.
Q. What do tho bass come particularly upon the shores iii May and June for?

-A. First to feed, then to spawn.
Q. Is it right to kill the spawning fish ?-A. I do not know. If they spawn in

June it is not advisable to kill then then. The quantity of bass is smalil to what it
was formerly.

Q. What do you attribute that to ?-A. Pound-nets.
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Q. At the present time what would be the proportion of fish taken in pound-
nets ?-A. I do not know what quantities of bass they catch in pound-nets now, not
as many as four or five years ago. I have seen from j to one ton of basa taken out
at a lift five or six years ago.

Q. Are there any anglers besides the Pelee Club?-A. Yes, sir, another Ameri-
eau Club.

Q. Any Canadian anglers?-A. 1Never saw any.
Q. la the Pelee Club incorporated ?-A. Yes, but the others are not to my

knowledge.
Q. The bass are much scarcer than f'irmerly and you attribute that to pound-

nets?-A. Fishing with nets and angling it is the same.
Q. Do you think it right that there should be close seasons ?-A. Certainly.
Q. What time would you suggest for then ?-A. The month of June.
Q. Do American fishermen corne over there with tugs and nets and fish ?-A.

I do not know ofany.
Q. What is the usual size of bass ?-A. From 1i to 4 pounds.
Q. Have you sufficient knowledge to say whether a 1½-pound fish can spawn ?-

A. I think so.
Q. How small fish have you seen taken by the anglers?-A. None under 1

pound.
•Q. How do they prevent them ?-A. They do not bite.
Q. Do they throw away female fish when caught ?-A. I do not know.

By Mr. Barris:

Q. How long have you lived at Pelee ?-A. 26 years.
Q. Do you know any members ot the Pelee Club ?-A. Some.
Q. Do they spend much money there during the fishing season ?-A. They

employ a good many mon whenever they eau be suited.
Q, Have they a pretty fine club house ?-A. Not very.
Q. Are they very popular?-A. I cannot tell.
Q. Have you ever seen one of them fishing ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Fish with minnow ?-Ye sir.
Q. Do they attach a fly, too ?-A. Yes, sir, only one lino and rod for several baits.
Q. Do they pull in four or five fish at a time ?-A. Not often, they do sometimes.

It is not unusual to catch two, but four very seldom.
Q. This line will have on it what ?-A. Two or three minnows, a couple of flics,

a spoon bait and from three to five books. .
Q. When did you see a lift of a pound-net ?-A. Not for the last five years.
Q. Was that too long ago for you to tell us what a pound-net is like?-A. No,

sir, they have a long net running from the shore out into 20 feet of water joined to
what is ealled a heart, from that the tunnel runs into a square bag called the pot.

Q. How near does that lead come to the shore ?-A. Sometimes three or four
rods.

Q. In what depth of water?-A. Could not tell, think they vary.
Q. You say you saw fron half to one ton lifted ?-A. I have years ago.
Q. Can you tell us where that net was set ?-A. Somewhere arourd the north

end of Pelee 1sland.
Q. la the water deep around Pelee Island ?-A. In some places.
Q. You told us that the Pelee Island Club catch bass during close season ?-A.

They catch them from the 15th of May to the lst of June.
Q. Are you certain the club fish all the time you say from the 15th of May to

the 1st of June ?-A. Some of them do, they are not all there.
Q. You gave us the lift of a pound-net five or six years ago, have you had the

curiosity to sec one lifted lately?-A. I have not.
Q. Do you know how many bass a piound-net lifts now ?-A. I do not, very nuch

less than five years ago.
Q. How nany pound-nets are there around Pelee Island ?-A. I cannot tell.
Q. Are there five ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are there ten ?-A. I do not know.
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Q. Are there twenty ?-A. Do not know, can see four or five from my place, but
cannotsay how many.

Q. It would be quite easy to see one lifted ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Yet you do not see one ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know the catch of the Pelee Club?-A. No.
Q. Can't tell what a pound-net catches around Pelee Island ?-A. No, sir.

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. You see pound-nets fishing ont in the water ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. When do they generallly put their nets down ?-A. Tst of May.
Q. How long do they continue fishing ?-A. Until the last of June or July; take

up and put in again the 1st of September.
Q. Do they take up during May and June ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Could they catch black-bass during May and June ?-A. They are as likely

to be caught as anglers are to catch ther on hooks.
Q. Pound-nets fish right through until July ?-A. They do.
Q. Do they observe close season ?-A. Cannot say.
Q. How do pound-net fishermen fish with their nets ?-A. They go out in boats

and lake them up.
Q. What sort of boats?-A. Sail, they are fish boats; 1 hey meet the "Louise,"

from Sandusky. Fish are taken out of nets, put into the "Louis," and taken to
Sandusky.

Q. Do they corne to Canadian ports before going to Sandusky ?-A. I do not
know.

Mr. JOHN DELAURIER called and sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. Your occupation ?-A. Fish dealer, formerly fisherman.
Q. Your residenco?-A. Windsor.
Q. Nationaiity ?-A. Canadian.
Q. What kinds of fish do you deal in ?-A. All kinds, principally herring,

sturgeon, whitefish, pickerel and coarse fish.
Q. Where do you get these fish ?-A. Principally at Leamington.
Q. Do you know anything about the description of nots they are caught in ?-

A. Pound-nets.
Q. Do they catch with hoop-nets ?-A. Not in Lake Erie, to my knowledge, but

some in Lake St. Clair.
Q. What is the size of nesh in pound-nets ?-A. Two and a half extension for

pot; tunnel. 3-inch ; leader, 6 to 8, and hearts from 5 to 7-inch.
Q. How' small fish will pass through these ?-A. Quarter-pound horring will

pass through this, and j pound pickerel, and ¼ pound whitefish might pass through.
Q. When do you find whitefish in best condition ?-A. In the fal of the yoar,

before spawning time.
Q. Where do you market your fish ?-A. Mostly in Canada, London, St.

Thomas, Hamilton, Bowmanville, Windsor, &c.
Q. Do you find the market is not over supplied ?-A. I can always find sale and

botter prices than in the United States.
Q. Do you buy ali your fish direct from fishermen ?-A. Generally from

Canadian fisbermen, but duriig tho past year have had to buy them from Arnerican
dealers in Detroit.

Q. Where would they be caught principally ?-A. These fish would b taken at
Kingsville.

Q. Why not getl thern from Kingsville then ?--vA. American dealers have a bill
of sale of the fish gear at Kingsville and Leamington, théy are therefore obliged to
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soeil fish to these dealers. The Buffalo Company have a spotter who secs that the
Canadian fishermen do not bring their fish ashore but are compelled to put them on
the fish boat or ship.them tq Detroit.

Q. What would be the consequence if they sold fish to you ?-A. The Buffalo
Company could shut down on them and take the gear.

Q. What do the Leamington and Kingsville fishermen get from the Buffalo Com-
pany for fish ?-A. Fifty cents per hundred pounds for herring, for whitefish 4 cents,
piekerel No. 1, over I pound weight, 3 cents, ail the rest as soit fish 1 cent, sturgeon
81.75 a carcass, that is in the spring, fall sales for herring increase 25 cents per
hundred.

Q. What do you pay the American dealers for them ?-A. I have to pay 1I
cent per pound for herring, whitefish would. be 5 cents, pickerel No. 1, 8 cent, soit
fish 2½ to 3 cents, sturgeon 6 cents a pound.

Q. What is the average weight of a sturgeon carcass ?-A. About 25 or 30
pounds dressed.

Q. How much caviare would you get from a sturgeon that would dress 25
pounds?-A. Eight good fish will give 120 to 125 pounds caviare.

Q. What is that worth ?-A. 16 cents por pound.
Q. Have the Canadian public to pay more for fish bought from you than

American?-A. Canadian people have to pay extra prices becauso I have to buy
from American dealers.

Q. Have you taken notice when whitefish are ripest for spawning -A. Princi-
pally from the 18th to the 26th of November, some spawn before, some after.

Q. When do the herring spawn ?-A. Principally in October and November.
Q. Have you any experience in black bass ?-A. Spawn about Ist of June.
Q. Pickerel ?-A. In May.
Q. Sturgeon ?-A. In June.
Q. Do you ever find many small immature fish on the market ?-A. No, sir,

not any herring and whitefish but find quite a lot of small pickerel that is under a
pound weight.

Q. Do you never see balf grown herring sold ?-A. Yes, air, some 6 inches
long, they are frequently caught and thrown away mostly, a few are sold but are
not marketable.

Q. What quantity ?-A. Have seen at times a ton thrown away.
Q. Where principally ?-A. On the east side of Point Pelee near Wheatley.
Q. Would there be any of these young whitefish ?-A. No, sir, never saw any

smail whitefish caught, some claim these amall fish are whitefish but they are not.
Q. lave you examined them closely ?-A. Yes, sir, am satisfied they are not

whitefish.
Q. What other kind of smalt fish besides herring ?-A. Small pickerel, some

small sturgeon of 10 pounds, they are generally thrown back into the water.
Q. Would 10 pound sturgeon have eggs ?-A. No, sir, never saw any.
Q. Do you think thisdamaging to'the fishing business ?-A. I think it is when

they are dead and thrown away.
Q. How could yon prevent the catching of small fish ?-A. Do not know that

you could prevent catching, but you could put them back with very little trouble.
Q. What size mesh would allow them to paso through ?-A. 2-inch bar would

not allow little fish to get out because tley would get all crushed together, 3-inch
extension mesh would allow pretty good herring to pasa through.

Q. Have you anything to say about Sunday close season?-A. It is impractic-
able to carry it out with regard to pound-nets.

Q. Anything about Americans fishing on our shores ?-A. I do not know, only
where they claim nets and get ail the fish.

Q. What do they do with the fish ?--A. Sonie are taken up into fishing boats
and put on the American steam-boats and shipped direct to Detroit and Sandusky
before coming into Canadian ports, claiming they are not obliged to corne into
Canadian ports. The American steam-tug " Jones " blows her whistle when she
cornes near the nets, the fisherraan thon go out, lift the nets and put fish on the
" Jones" and they are carried direculy across the lake to the United States, some
are also taken with the "Louise."
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Q. Do you know any Americans fishing their nets ?-A. Only in the way I

have mentioned.
Q. Do you think proper close seasons wise ?-A. I do.
Q. Think they have a tendency to preserve fisheries and benefit fishermen ?--

A. I do. The large business carried on with the American dealers with us, has a
tendency to destroy our fisheries. I think some restriction should be put on that
description of trade, the consequence would be that Canadian dealers would go into
business more extensivelv and consumers in Canada would get fish more freely and
more numerously while some get none. Up to this fall I shipped 25 tons to Lon-
don market alone, while this year I have not been able to ship a pound on account
of American dealers getting ail the fish. I ship both fresh and cured fish.

Q. When do they generally put down pound-nets ?-A. About the lst of May,
fish right through until the lst of July, pull out until the lst or 10th of September,
and fish until the ice forms. Close season is not observed by any fishermen. They
would do so just while the inspector was present, as soon as bis back was turned
they go on fishing.

Q. Anything about black bass at ail ?-A. Not much.
Q. Any spearing in your neighbourhood ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Has artificial breeding of whitefish been beneficial ?-A. Can't say, artificial

plaiting would be beneficial ifdone properly, young fish were plianted off Leamington
two years ago and the next day the lake was coveied with young dead fish. I saw it.Q. What size were they ?-A. From î to 1½ inches.

Q. Are these whitefish ?-A. I cannot say whether they were young whitefish
or pickerel, people around there thought they were young whitefish or pickerel,have seen quantities of large fish at other times near.

Q. Do you think you could see ý-inch fish floating on the water ?-A. I do.
Q. Have you heard that quantities of small fish are dead at other places on the

lake ?-A. Have seen young dead fish at Wheatley.
Q. What size were they ?-A. From 1½ to 2 inches.
Q. At what season of the year ?-A. April and May.
Q. Do you know what they were ?-A. I do not.
Q. Don't you know that whitefish put ont from the hatchery do not reach ¼

inch in length ?-A. I don't know what size they are.
Q. Do you know whether fish swim from Canada to the American side on the

river ?-A. I do not, but think they do. 1
Q. Do you think fish cross from Leamington to the other side ?-A. I do.
Q. What kinds ?-A. Ail kinds, I think they are the same on both sides.
Q. Are you really certain ?-A. No, sir, but it is reasonable to suppose they do.Q. Do you think the Americans get the chief benefits of our fisheries at the west

ônd of Lake Erie ?-A. I do.
Q. Have they a number of Americans employed carrying od the fisheries ?-A.

They have a number of Canadians employed, I do not think they have Americans
employed, but have American boats and tugs.

Q. Is there a large amount of capital in those tugs ?-A. Yes, sir, and it is ail
American.

Q. Do you think it would be better if ail that capital were Canadian ?-A. I do.
Q. Have you ever thought of any remedy to have that done on a different

system ?-A. I often thought it would be better to put an export duty on those fish.
Q. Do our fishermen get higher' prices for those that go to the States ?-A. They

might get as much, but if the export duty were put on they would not get as much.
Q. If the export duty were put on and the plan ileft as it is, if fish went to the

United States do you think our fishermen would get as much money ?-A. I do,Americans would pay duty.
Q. Do you know that ail fishermen take out license ?-A. Most do.
Q. Ail these fish that are caught ought to be landed on our shores ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What proportion is landed ?-A. Not one-tenth.

Mr. HARRIs from the Fishery Report of 1891: Americans claim that in 1885.
$242,774 worth of fish were caught in Lake Erie by Canadians and that $1,100uOO
worth of fish were caught on the American side.
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Q. Admitting that these figures are correct from what you know of the fishery
at this end of the lake do you think that the American catch is iargely made up of
,Canadian fish ?-A. I do.

Q. Are you aware that Americans fish ail the year round ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. No close season ?-A. No, no license.
Q. You are aware that Cunadians bave close season ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you think that the publishing of figures of that kind has a tendency to

give Americans an undue opinion of their waters, and a tendency to make them
adhere to their present system of no close season ?-A. I do, when our seasons are
closed there are scarcely any fish in Detroit.

Q. These Canadian fish which should be reported in this country are reported
in the United States and make our catch appear smaller than it is ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you think that would have the effect of making Americans doubt the
policy of close seasons, they see their large catch without close seasons and our small
catch with close seasons ?-A. I do not think they doubt the policy of having close
season, but they are differently situated. A man can go up to Congress and boodle
these statesmen.

Q. Do you think it would be a benefit to have the catch represented properly,
which at present is not?-A. I do, a few years ago fishernien at Point Pelee had an
idea that if they gave the amount of fish they did get, the Government would raise
the license.

Q. Do you know whether the fish caught at this end of the lake pay duty ?-A.
No, but if I, as a Canadian, took them there I would have to pay duty.

Q. These fish, you say, are taken from the nets and put upon Amprican boats and
go direct, and are landed as American fish ?-A. Yes, the whole outfit is Amorican,
and they go to swell the American catch, which is really Canadian catch.

Q. When you fished at Leamington did you catch blue piclerel ?-A. Sometimes
a ton at a time. that was 12 years ago. I understand the difference between blue
and yellow pickerel. Blue pickerel at that time were not worth anything and are
not worth much yet.

Q. Why did you pull out your nets ?-A. Because the water was too warm.
Q. Would that apply to other lakes where the water is cold ?-A. No, sir, we

would have fished if the water were not warm, but it destroyed the nets, it was not
because fish were worse.

Q. Ail our men are licensed ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. How would it do to license pedlars and dealers, wholesale and retail men, so

as to keep track of ail fish and prevent any one selling Canadian fish except licensed
dealers?-A. I am licensed as a municipal licensee at $4.00; if there is a large catch
of fish anywhere in the country farmers or anybody come and sell fish in Windsor,
he can just come and puy market fee and soli one day, but if he comes next day hd
must puy again. That does not interfere with me.

Q. Would you consider it hard for the Government to make you pay license?
-A. I would not like that.

Q. Are there overseers here?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you ever seen one who received a large salary from the government ?

-A. As a rule they receive Emall remuneration, not enough, it would be unreason-
able to suppose that they would spend their time for what they get, ail they know
is what fishermen tell them.

Q. Is there pretty good demand for fishing locations along the coast ?-A. Yes,
sir, they are pretty much ail taken up.

Q. Do you think that as a rule the fishermen are inclined to exaggerate their
catch and to make their return as big as they could make it?-A. No, sir, they
would make it as small as they could make it.

Q. Do you think returns made to local inspectors are just the fish brought on
shore after they have loaded American tugs ?-A. Just a. little more. These ideas
apply generally all around.
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Mr. NOAH JOLIE called and sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. Your residence ?-A. Sandwich West.
Q. Your occupation ?-A. Been a fisherman 40 years.
Q. Nationality ?-A. Canadian.
Q. What kind of fishery do you carry on when engaged in it ?-A. Seine fish-

ery, river fishing.
Q. What sort of fish do you catch ?-A. Whitefish, pickerel, herring, sturgeon,

and soft or coarse fish.
Q. In what particular waters do you fish ?-A. Detroit, St. Clair and Maine,

Ohio.
Q. What size mesh do you use ?-A. Whitefish, 4-inch extension, herring, 2-in.

extension, pickerel, 21-inch.
Q. What sort of net for sturgeon ?-A. Sturgeon with the same net.
Q. What size whitefish escape through 4-inch mesh?-A. Under a pound weight

would pass through.
Q. How small have you seen them in Detroit ?-A. Seldom or never under 1

pound weight.
Q. Have you seen them anywhere else ?-A. Have seen them on the lake.
Q. When do you think whitefish are in best condition for eating?-A. In the

fall of the year, October and November.
Herring ?-A. Saine time.

Q. Where was your market principally?-A. Detroit.
Q. Did you sell many for home consumption ?-A. Not many.
Q. To what extent did you carry on your fishery, what quantity, did you fish

,more than one seine ?-A. Had 2 grounds. About 18 years ago the 2 grounds caught
about 70,000 fish, about an average would be 20,000 for each net.

Q. How many fisheries in the river ?-A. Could not tell; should judge about
15 or 20 on the stations on the Canada shore. Some grounds were better than mine
and some not so good.

Q. How did you take care of your fish at that time ?-A. This was 18 years
ago; we kept our fish in ponds or pens.

Q. How were these constructed ?-A. By driving posts and planks forming a
pen.

Q. What was the size of that pen ?-A. It covereu about half an acre.
Q. How many fish in one of these pens ?-A. Had 40,000 one year in one pen;

neighbours bad about the same numbers.
Q. When would you sell these fish ?-A. From the 10th of December.
Q. When you put them in the pen what would they be worth?-A. Price if

sold when tirst caught from $5 to $6 per hundred.
Q. When you kept them till December and January ?-A. $15 to $25.
Q. Out of that 40,000 how many would you sell in December and January ?-

A. Have lost from 1,500 to 2,000 out of a pen.
Q. Did you ever lose four or five times that many ?-A. One year we lost

about half of oui. fish.
Q. What caused this loss ?-A. Bringing 'from the channel water into warmer

water and sickness.
Q. How did they show their sickness ?-A. Fungoid growth showçed on them.
Q. Did they rise to the surface when sick ?-A. They would corne to the top.
Q. What did you do with these ?--A. We would sell them along with the

others; the very bad ones were culled out and buried; some were as healthy as the
day we caught them; others were sick.

Q. I)id you ever know at times that a great many more than your proportion
died in other ponds?-A. About the same, but if the ponds were smaller then there
would be more sickness. These sickly fish were the first run of fish.

Q. Who instituted the principle of building those pens ?-A. There were some
before 1 built nly crib 40 by 20.
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Q. What did these fish come up the river for ?-A. To spawn.
Q. Did you eatch any in the early spring months ?-A. Not until October.
Q. You therelore come to the conclusion that they come up to spawn in the

fall of the year ?-A. That is the general opinion.
Q. How long since you gave up fishing ?-A. About 13 or 14 years ago.
Q. Why did you give it up ?-A. Fish became scarce, so it did not pay.
Q. What is the state of fisbery now, in comparison to 13 or 14 years ago ?--A.

Some stations might now give 2,000 or 3,000. This falling off has been experienced
for the past 10 to 12 years.

Q. Why was this falling offl?-A. My opinion is that it was first occasioned by
gencral scarcity and pound-nets catching them in the lake and preventing their
passage up the river.

Q. This was more experienced during the past 12 years ?-A. For the past 10
or 12 years.

Q. If there were no pound-nets in Lake Erie 10 or 12 years ago, how would
that hold ?-A. In my opinion there would be lots of fish yet; did not know of any
then.

Q. Do you think this only took place since the hatchery was established ?-A.
I don't know.

Q. When are whitefish ripest for spawning ?-A. Genorally about the 15th of
November would be the hottest time; some before, some after, but not many before.

Q. Do you think the catching of whitefish ready to spawn, detrimental to the
fishery ?-A. I think it would be in a meausure to that fishery.

Q. What about herring ?-A. I do not know, I think they are a little later than
whitefish in this river.

Q. You caught sturgeon ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. When did you principally catch them ?-A. Sturgeon were not then marke-

table and we caught some in our nets along with other fish.
Q. How long since sturgeon became remunerative and profitable here ?-A.

About 10 or 13 years ago, have caught them in St. Clair River about 20 years ago
and sold thein from five cents to twenty-five cents each.

Q. What was the average weight of them ?-A. Fifteen pounds and upward.
Q. Were the eggs of sturgeon then valuable for caviare ?-A. It was not gen.

erally looked for then.
Q. How is the sturgeon fishery now ?-A. Pretty poor, that is they are very

scarce.
Q. What is the cause ?-A. Do not know ; over-fishing I think.
Q. Do you know when sturgeon spawn ?-A. Do not know, in spring and fail

but spawn more in June.
Q. HIow do they catch sturgeon, with hooks?-A. They are caught with hooks,

but I can't tell how.
Q. In your fishing operations did you find one season more destructive than

another?-A. Nets were injured more by the warm weather we had in July in St.
Clair.

Q. With your inch bar nets, how small fish would you catch ?-A. Below a
pound, that is, herring; can catch herring with 2j inch extension mesh, but a great
many get gilled, therefore we use smaller mesh.

Q. On St. Clair or Detroit River did Americans fish sweeping nets across ?-A.
Was fishing on the American side myself, never stretched across; the river was too
wide.

Q. Would it be jud icious to have proper close season ?-A. If properly chosen
it would be correct.

Q. When did you commence your net fishing?-A. Commenced the 1st of Oct-
ober and fished until the 25th of November, stopped fishing after that. This was
generally done.

Q. What close season at that time ?-A. Can't tell exactly.
Q. Have .you ever caught bass of any consequence ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Ras spearing been practised here at all ?-A. Not that I know.
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By Mr. Harris:

Q. la fish a favourite food of yours ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Which do you like best ?-A. Whitefish.
Q. You prefer them in November ?-A. Yes, air, and October, not as good in

summer.
Q. Is the water in this river colder in October and Novemb.er ?-A. Yes, air.
Q. What time do they come up Detroit River ?-A. lst of October used to when

I fished, we got a few about May and July, perhaps one in a week but they are bet-
ter in October and November.

Q. Are fish at breeding time likely to be as good for food ?-A. I do not know
that.

Q. Do pound-nets destroy white fish ?-A. We think something like that pre-
vents them coming up the river, they are destroyed on the way coming in.

Q. How near was the nearest pound-net to your fishery ?-A. I do not know.
Q. Did you ever fish pound-nets?-A. No, sir.
Q. How long ago did they get scarcer ?-A. Twelve or thirteen years ago.
Q. How many pound-nets in Lake Erie seven years ago ?-A. Don't know.
Q. Would poud-nets on our side of the lake do as much harm with fish coming

up the river as the other ?-A. No difference but do not .know anything about them.
Q, Do you know how many pound-nets there are now ?-A. No, sir.
Q. When you speak of pound-nets affecting the fishery it is the result of what

people tell you?-A. I heard the description and formed that opinion.
Q. Why do you think those fish corne up that river?-A. It must be for spawn-

ing.
Q. They ran up formerly in great numbers ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. If you had not caught them in great numbers they would have deposited

spawn in this river ?-A. They would have somewhere, no doubt.
Q. All these fish that died in your pens, if they had not been caught, would

have spawned in the river ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. With all that slaughter don't you think it must have had something to do

with accounting for the disappearance of white fish ?-A. They spawned in the pens
but I do not know what they came to. It was no damage in the river for they
would have been caught anyway and would have been put on the market, that would
have been better.

Q. Do you think it unwise to have close seasons in Canada when they have none in
the United States?-A. I do.

Q. Did Americans catch any fish in Detroit River at that time ?-A. Yes, sir,
no doubt as many as 1 did.

Q. You know most about Detroit River?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are they catching as many there as we are ?-A. Yes, about the same.
Q. Do they catch as many fish on the opposite aide now as on this?-A. I do

not know anything for certain.

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. When catching fish numerously, years ago, were there not as many or more

fisheries on the other side?-A. About the same.
Q. Did they catch as many ?-A. I think we caught a good many more on this

side.
By Mr. Harris:

Q. Herring gill in 21-inch mesh ?-A. Yes, in seine only.
Q. Did you ever use seines smaller than liinch?-A. Yes, 1 inch in the centre

and 2½ to 4 wings.
Q. Are seines in this river 2-inch measure ?-A. That is for herring, but

changed to 4 extension for whitefish.

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. Hlow many men were employed at each fishery fifteen or. twenty years ago ?

-A. Six men to each crew, one station.
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Q. Do some work two crews night and day ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. When you caught 20,000 at that time, did you catch herring ?-A. Some-

times .4 few when using small mesh.
Q. How many men were engaged on the Detroit River this year ?-A. About

30 men.
Q. Do you believe that fish that spawned in these pens were as productive of fry

as in the river ?-A. Can't say anything about that.
Q. Would it pay you to fish in November ?-A. November is the only month

that will pay to fish for whitefish in Detroit River. It would not pay to fish in
October alone.

Q. How long since the fish hatchery was established ?-A. Over fifteen years.
Q. Do you believe the hatchery has been any good to fishermen on Detroit

River ?-A. Do not know, but think if we had not had the hatchery we might not
have had any fish at al.'

Mr. REMI LAFRAMBOISE sworn

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Your residence ?-A. Sandwich West.
Q. Occupation ?-A. Fishing part of the time. Am a carpenter.
Q. Nationality ?-A. Canadian.
Q. What kind of fishery do you carry on ?-A. Seines for Mr. Gauthier, and

others.
Q. What kind of fish do you catch ?-A. Whitefish on Detroit River ; pickerel

on St. Clair.
Q. Did you catch herring at all ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you catch soft fish ?-A. Yes, a few, and a few sturgeon.
Q. What size mesh did you use in seines?-A. From 3j to 4-inch for whitefish,

2j and 2-inch extension for herring.
Q. Have you observed in what months whitefish are in best condition for table

use ?-A. About November, from the few caught here. They are caught here only in
October and November.

Q. Where are your fish marketed ?-A. Detroit, a few, not many for local
consumption.

Q. What is the market value of your fish ?-A. Whitefish $18 to $25 per hundred
weight; herring, 75 cents to $1.00 per hundred fish.

Q. Have you noticed when whitefish are in the act of spawning here ?-A.
About November is the spawning month.

Q. When for herring?-A. A little later, the last of November or 1st of
December.

Q. Have you caught any sturgeon ?-A. A few.
Q. What time of the year principally ?-A. Most in spring, May and June, and

in Odtober.
Q. What are sturgeon worth ?-A. About $1.50.
Q. What is the average weight of sturgeon ?-A. Thirty to forty pounds.
Q. How much of that when dressed would make marketable meat ?-A. About

twenty pounds.
Q. What quantity of eggs will you get from a 40 ponnd sturgeon for caviare ?-

A. From 7 to 10 pounds.
Q. What would the meat of sturgeon cured be worth ?-A. About 12½ cents, I

think.
Q. What is caviare worth per pound ?-A. Do not know, iever sold it.
Q. Do you know the time when the greatest amount of eggs are obtained f rom

the sturgeon ?-A. About June; when gaffing them into the boat, spawn is seen run-
ning from the fish.
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Q. Would that indicate ripeness of eggs ?-A. It would.
Q. Are there many sturgeon caught here now ?-A. Very few.
Q. Do you recollect when the sturgeon catch was large ?-A. Sturgeon catch

was never large on Detroit River, there are many more on St. Clair River.
Q. Wheu you were fishing, did Americans fish on our side of the river at all?-

A. Last winter some Americans fished on Fighting Island by permission.
Q. Are you of the opinion that properly selected close seasons are beneficial ?-

A. Yes, sir.
Q. When did you generally commence your fishing ?-A. For herring, in the

fall, and about the lst of May for pickerel, with 1-inch bar.
Q. Did you fish through the whole season thon ?-A. About five and a half to

six months, commencing in May, June, July, and again in September, October, and
as long as the 28th of November.

Q. Fisbed September and October for herring ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Whitefish in November?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Whitefish caught in November while spawning ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you any knowledge of the quantity of fish caught here in former

years ?-A. North pier, twelve or thirteen, years ago, we got something over 20,000.
Q. Would other fisheries bear a similar proportion ?-A. Only about half.
Q. What has this pier produced these last two or three years ?-A. In 1891,

2,300 fish; in 1890, 4,000, up to this time, 1892, 16th of November, 3,900 had been
taken, a little better than halfover.

Q. Do you know anything about'the American stations immediately opposite ?-
A. About 600 or 700 fish have apparently quit there.

Q. Were whitefish caught in considerable numbers in that fishery ?--A. It has
never been considered a first-class whitefish fishery.

Q. What about the fishery three or four years ago ?-A. Never caught much
over 2,000 that I can remember, did not catch anything but herring there this year,
but was always good formerly.

Q. What is your idea with regard to the falling off of whitefisþ ?-A. Large
numbers were caught and put into pens about 100 feet square, a good niany died,
and were thrown out in the river, some were buried and some con,verted into oil.

Q. How did you think this effected the after ruans of fish ?-A. Dead fish in the
river will drive fish out of the river.

Q. How many have you known put into pens of that kind ?-A. 15,000 to 20,000
would be put in the pens.

Q. How many would die and be converted into oil or buried ?-A. Some years
2,000, some years more.

Q. Would they die from disease ?-A. Yes, sir; they got mossy and died.
Q. Would they not ail be more or less affected ?-A. Some would look bright

but large numbers would be affected.
Q. These fish were kept there until December and January ?-A. Some were.
Q. Were these in as good condition as they should be ?-A. There would be so4ne

bright, some diseased, the seine would bring up the dead fish from the bottom of the
pens.

Q. Were herring kept in these ponds ?-A. Yes, sir; along with whitefish, one
year about 300,000 or 400,000 herring were caught and one year the pens were so
full that the fish were crowded so close together that they died in great numbers.
Days were occupied in scooping dead ones out and throwing them into the river.
That was about the beginning of October.

Q. When throwing out these herring would there be any whitefish too?-A.
Had not commenced catching them yet.

Q. Did you ever hear of the Detroit authorities forbidding fish going into the
States on account of the sickness?-A. I did not.

Q. Do you know anything about bass?-A. No, sir.
Q. Was this practice of impounding fish general along the river?-A. Yes, sir;

and the death rate was about the same.
Q. Do you know any special reason why these fish were put in those pens ?-

A. Because fishermen could get better prices later on and we were catching more
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than we could handle. When first caught whitefish sold from $8 to $10 a hundred
weight, in winter from $18 to $25.

Q. How long have you been acquainted with the fish hatchery?-A. About 5
ydars, I think.

Q. What size are little whitefish when turned out do you know ?-A. From i to'
î-inch long.

Q. What size are pickerel?-A. About the sane size.
Q. Could they grow in one day or night to 1¼ or l inches long?-A. I do not

think so, not so long as they are in the hatchery anyway.
Q. Did you hear the statement that small fish were thrown out at Leamington

and next day were found 1¼ and 1½ inches long ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. le that possible ?-A. No, they could not grow that size.
Q. Could the bay around the dock be covered with fish thrown from the boats?

-A. I do not think so.
Q. Do you think you could see young whitefish or pickerel when turned out

from the hatchery?-A. Hardly possible for in the hatchery when they want to see
them they take them out and put them into a glass jar and look sidewise through
at them.

Q. The statement that they could grow to that size in one day is absurd; is it?
-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you been distributing fish ?-A. No, sir; my working season is in
spring, i know nothing about distributing at all.

By Mr. Harris;

Q. You say vast numbers of these fish died in the ponds or pens ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Would they be as good when salted and smoked as when fresh caught in

the river ?-A. I do not think so, for they made the river foul with quantities of
rotten fish.

Q. No doubt many fish are inclined to leave a foul stream ?-A. That is my
opinion.

Q. Do they say the same about fish gilled in gill-nets ?-A. I expect it would be
the sane.

Q. In your opinion is there any other reason for the destruction of the whitefish
fishery on Detroit River than catching them before they spawn; and if allowed to
spawn do you think this fishery would have been destroyed ?-A. I do not.

Q. If fish had deposited spawn undisturbed what would become of the little fish ?
-A. I think they would have been carried by the current into Lake Erie because
they are frail and delicate at that tine.

Q. Does Detroit River widen down ?-A. I think a little, there are two or three
channels just befbre the lake is reached.

Q. Do you think whitefish coming up would cross over ?-A. They would come
back in the same channel.

Q. As to young fry, do you think if the parent fish had laid their eggs on this
side of the river the fry would have gone on our side into the lake ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you ever hear that there wqre whitefish caught at Niagara Falls on the
Canadian side ?-A. I have heard so.

Q. Did you ever hear that there were fine whitefish fisheries off Port Dover and
Port Stanley in Lake Erie ?-A. Yes, sir; have heard so, but have never been there.

Q. If I were to tell you that there were splendid whitefish fisheries in Lake Erie
which now are not considered so at all, do you think that the catching of the fish whèn
coming up to spawn would be the cause of their destruction ?-A. Do not know, all
that came from Lake Erie to spawn in Detroit River were destroyed and there was
nothing to go back.

Q. Is that sufficient then to account for the destruction of whitefish fisheries?
-A. I think a good deal.

Q. Do you think the parent fish would go back or work up the river ?-A. We
claim they wo'u.ld run back if allowed; some might have gone up as far as Lake St.
Clair i most would go back if not caught.
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Q. Do you know of any small whitefish inder a pound weight being caught'in
Detroit River ?-A. Might be an odd one but not generally speaking.

Q. Is it a fact that Canadian fisheries on Detroit River have not always been
known to be better than American ?-A. It has been that the Canadian side has
been better than the American of late years, and long as I can remember.

Q. What is the reason of that? 1Have they not fish'ed longer and oftener ?-A.
They fish as late on the American as on the Canadian side.

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. After the spawning takes place would it be the spawn or the fry that would
go down the river ?-A. I do not think the spawn would be as likely to go down as
the fry for the spawn go to the bottom until hatched.

Adjourned until 17th Novcmber, at 10 o'clock a.m.

The Fishery Commission met again at Sandwich, this 17th day of November,
1892, according to adjournment.

Mr. DANIEL MA LOCHE sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. Your residence ?-A. Sandwich West.
Q. Occupation ?-A. Farmer at present, have been fishing 50 years.
Q. Nationality ?-A. Canadian.
Q. What kind of fishery were you engaged in ?-A. Whitefish an I herring.
Q. Where did you fish principally ?-A. In Detroit River, also in Lake St. Clair

in spring.
Q. How many stations ?-A. Three stations.
Q. All seines ?-A. Yes, sir, except one pound-net on Lake St. Clair.
Q. When running three stations, how many seines?-A. A station would mean

two seines.
Q. How many men at a station when running ?-A. Six men and two horses for

each net when running.
Q. What would be the size of mesh ?-A. For horring,.generally 2-inch exten-

sion for bag, 3-inch wings; whitefish, net-bag 3-inch exteniion and 4-inch wings.
Q. Would white-fish gill in 3-inch mesh ?-A. They do mostly in wings of 4-

inch, but some in the 3-inch.
Q. In what months did you catch whitefish and herring mostly ?-A. White-

fish from the 10th October to the '15th November; herring principally September
to the 15th of October. Very few whitefish caught before the 10th' of October.

Q. Has this always been the case ?-A. Seldom or never catch whitefish in
Detroit River previous to the 1st of October. This will also apply to Lake St. Clair
and River St. Clair.

Q. Do you cAtch any herring in spring months ?-A. Yes, sir, in April and
May, they are not nearly so numerous in spring as in fall.

Q. How long since you gave up fishing ?-A. About five years ago. Fish becamé
too scarce to make a living by fishing.

Q. Is that the same with your neighbours ?-A. I think it is.
Q. When did you catch whitefish most numerously in Detroit River ?-A. In

1870 we caught most fish, they have been decreasing ever since.
Q. What catches did you make then ?-A. Average about 30,000 white fish,

about 2j pounds each.
Q. What did you do with these fish ?-A. Put them in pens.
Q. How large was this pen ?-A. On one ground about 100 x 150 feet, deepest

water about 10 feet.

A. 1893
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Q. Why did you put them in these pens ?-A. To keep them for the New York
market later on.

Q. When did you sell them?-A. Generally from January to March.
Q. What would you get per hundred weight for these ?-A. From $20 to $32 per

h andred.
Q. What were they worth when first put in pens?-A. About $10 a hundred.
Q. Did you lose many in these pens ?-A. Some years more, some less.
Q. What proportion might the loss be ?-A. Five per cent or six per cent.
Q. When you caught these fish were they ready to spawn as a rule ?-A. From

the 12th to the 20th of November eggs flow most freely.
Q. Do you consider fish as good then as when they first come into the river ?-

A. Just as good, but reduced in weight after spawning. When sold in winter they
would average about two pounds.

Q. Would you have many herrings in your pens at the same time ?-A. A few.
Q. Did your pens ever get out of order and lose fish ?-A. Losses occurred

sometimes frorn keeping them over.
Q. Did the whitefish drop spawn in these pens ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q, What became of these eggs ?-A. They hatched out. I saw lots of minnows

in these pens in the spring.
Q. Can you say they were young whitefish ?-A. I think so, can't say for

certain.
Q. These whitefish in that small limit of the pen would be constantly stirring

about?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Would not the eggs be sti rred about too?-A. They could not stir the water

at the bottom; do not think the eggs would be disturbed by them.
Q. What appearance had the fish found dead and floating on the surface?-A.

Some had red spots, some moss.
Q. What was done with these ?-A. They were buried, and oil made fron

them.
Q. Were any fish taken from, these pens and taken to Detroit market?-A.

Some were taken and sold in Detroit for consumption.
Q. Did you ever hear of any fish from any pens being objected to?-A. I have

heard so. Mine never were.
Q. What do you assign as the cause for the falling off of whitefish and herring

in Detroit River?-A. Pound-nets in Lake Eiie stop the fish from coming up into
the river to spawn; ihey come up the river only to spawn. We felt the result the
first year they had pound-nets in the lake.

Q. Are the fisheries in Detroit River worth fishing now ?-A. I consider them
worthless; I would not fish the best grounds in it.

Q. Do you consider this falling off a great calamity to this country ?-A. Yes,
sir, of$50,000 a year on the Canadian side.

Q. Do you think close seasons properly seleqted a benefit for the fisheries ?-A.
Do not think a close season for whitefish is of any account, so long as they are
allowed to catch them in Lake Erie.

Q. Suppose a close season for pound-nets in Lake Erie, as well as in Detroit
River ?-A. I do not think we would require close seasons if pound-nets were taken
away and let fish be caught with seines.

Q. Do you know that these pound-nets catch small fish ?-A. I did not know
that they did. IUeport said that they did, and that they were buried in the sand or
thrown back into the lake.

Q. When did you generally put your nets down in the fall for whitefish ?-A.
About the lst of October for whitefish, and fished about five or six weeks, according
to the weather.

Q. Was the fishing ever stopped on account of close season ?-A. Yes, sir, that
was before close seasons were established.

Q. Close season was suspended here ?-A. Yes, sir, fishing went on during the
whole month.

Q. Was there any winter fishing?-A. Not in the river, but in Lake St. Clair,
under the ice, not whitefish, pickerel and soft fish.
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Q. Were bass of any account here?-A. Not much, very few bass;. a few
sturgeon were caught in Detroit River.

Q. What was your catch of sturgeon in Detroit River?-A. One hundred
sturgeon would be caught in one net during the fall.

Q. Are there any caught now ?-A. Not one-tenth of what we used to catch.
Q. Did you sell the eggs to make caviare ?-A. We did.
Q. When did you principally catch the sturgeon ?--A. In October and

November.
Q. What is your idea of batcheries?-A. I do not think much of them; do not

think we feel any good from them.
Q. Do you consider the hatchery helped to destroy the fish as well as pound-

nets ?-A. They did not destroy fish but do not do much good.
Q. Are you aware that there are a great many hatcheries on the American

side?-A. Yes, sir, some in Detroit, Milwaukee, ou Lake Michigan; thò Sandwich
one was the first, since then the Americans have built many. I think the Ameri-
cans are the same as Canadians-no help.

By Mr. Hlarris:

Q. How long since Detroit River fishery began to fall?-A. Fifteen years.
Q. Have you ever fished pound-nets ?-A. I did in Lakç St. Clair.
Q. Would that affect the fishery on Detroit River?-A. Not at all; would on

the Thames ; never have set any pound-nets in Lake Erie.
Q. What was the size of mesh of nets in Lake St. Clair ?-A. Two and a half ex-

tension for pot, dimensions of pot about 16 feet square.
Q. How long a lead had you ?-A. About 60 or 80 fathoms.
Q. You never saw any pound-nets in Lake Erie ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know how many there are now ?-A. Have no idea at all ; am

told from one dozen to fifteen in Lake Erie, cannot say for certain, that is on the
Canadian shore.

Q. Have they increased lately ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. How many migh t there have been fifteen years ago ?-A. I think only two at

the tinie.
Q. Do you think those two pound-nets belped to destroy the fishery on Detroit

River ?-A. I do: fish kept decreasing, pound-nets increasing.
Q. Do you think that if all the pou nd-nets were taken out of Lake Erie, Detroit

River would become good again ?-A. I do.
Q. It would be good for Sandwich and Windsor to have that fishery back again ?

-A. Yes, sir.
Q. How many years ago did you commence fishing ?-A. Fifty years ago, quite

fifty years ago.
Q. Was there no close season when you commenced ?-A. None.
Q. When was your principal catch at that time ?-A. October and November.
Q. You say 1868 was your best year ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. When did close seasons first begin, to your knowlodge ?-A. Ten years ago;

might have been before but were never obeyed here.
Q. Up to ton years ago in Detroit River fishermen drew seines all the year

round ?-A. Yes, sir, in October and November for whitefish.
o Q. What did fish come up the river for?-A. To spawn ; they would jump out

of'the river and we could sec them spawning.
Q They were caught before depositing spawn ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What became of the spawn dropped in the water?-A. It went down to the

bottom until hatched.
Q. About what was the length of your seine ?-A. About sixty fathoms.
Q. These seines were sweeping the river or were pulled over the spawn and

stirred it up ?-A. It could not stir that up, it was drawn over; fish kept increasing
until pound-nets began.

Q. Would you like to have the hatchery taken away from the river ?-A. I do
not wish that exactly, but do not think much of it.

Q. But you would like to have it used ?-A. Yes, sir.
59
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Q. Why do you not like it ?-A. Because those spawn deposited there are kept
from November to April, and let go and then they are there in not exactly cold
water, just as soon as you turn them out every one of them dies. The management is
all right but it does not do any good at all.

Q. It might be that the hatchery would be closed up; suppose it were, what
would you think to bd the proper course to take with the river ?-A. Let the public
draw seines and stop pound-nets.

Q. Would you have close seasons ?-A. No, sir, we won't need any; fish all the
time and get plenty of fish ; no licenses.

Q. Would you get good sale in Detroit now ?-A. Yes, sir, big price.
Q. Do you think this the best locality to do all the fishing of Lake Erie ?-A.

All the fish from Lake Erie would come up to Detroit River to spawn.
By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. It is said the little fish are no good because they die when put out in the
water because it is too cold ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know the size of the pipe with which the water is brought into the
hatchery from the river?-A. I think about 2-inch.

Q. It is larger, but how long do you think the water would be running from the
river through a 2-inch pipe with 15 horse-power engine? How long running from
one end of the bouse to the other?-A. One or two minutes.

Q. Is the pipe not under ground about six feet ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Would the temperature change much going through ?-A. Not much.
Q. Then the water coming from the river through the pipe into the hatchery

would be only a few minutes it would have to run out as fast as it came in, and
would only be one or two minutes, what would be the change of temperature ?-A.
The minnows stand in still in the house, there are no big swells, or rolly water to
disturb them, and my opinion is that they are let out of the hatchery too soon.

Q. But the water is brought into the fish bouse and quickly runs ont again, and
when the little fish batch out they are almost immediately let out into the river
again. When they are hatched naturally in the bottom of the river they rise to the
surface and are carried away down the river in the same way; now, is not the same
process carried on in the hatchery ?-A. No, sir, I do not think it is, they change
from the still water into the river and are destroyed, while if hatehed in the river
they rise and go down.

Q. You want them protected longer still?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. If you were told it is impossible to feed young whitefish would that finish

your argument ?-A. If raised naturally they would get used to storms.
Q. These eggs are taken from fish caught in nets for the market ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. If the department did not use these eggs, they would be thrown away, would

they not? Is it not, therefore, a clean gain ?-A. Yes, providing they could raise them,
né good if thrown into the river.

At the request of Mr. Gauthier, the following questions were put to witness:-
Q. Did you find that when you caught fish in October when the water was

pretty warm and you put them in pens, did many of them die ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Was it the custom to sell the first run of fish out of the pens in Detroit as

soon as you could get good prices for them ?-A. Yes, and then filLup the pens.
Q. Was it the custom after the lst of November to keep all fish caught in your

pens ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did a number of them die ?-A. Some died; not many; very few.
Q. Was it the coldness of the water thatpreserved these fish then ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did the fish spawn in the pens ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you think a large percentage of the eggs laid in these pens come to life

in the spring ?-A. I do.
Q. Do you know anything about the time it takes to hatch a whitefish egg out?

-A. No, sir.
Q. Would it be true if one person were to swear that ho saw hundreds of white-

fish floating on- these ponds in November?-A. I thiuk it would be from the fish
caught in October.
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Q. Do you think the Americans are reaping the benefits of the Canadian
fisheries ?-A. Yes, sir, they are allowed to fish on this side of the water and have
no restrictions at all.

Q. Do fish at ti mes swim very fast ?-A. Do not know; sometimes they swim
a little slow, sometimes a little fast.

Q. Do you think fish swim from one side of Lake Erie and Detroit River to the
other ?-A. Yes, sir, I had a fishing ground on one side of the river, Mr. Clark on
on the other ; when the wind changed, the catch changed.

Q. Do you know that Canadian fishermen were stopped fishing on Detroit River
in 1891 and license granted to Americans to come and fish here ?-A. Do not know,
sir.

Mr. J. W. POST called and sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. Your residence ?-A. Leamington.
Q. Occupation ?-A. Master of fishing tug, trading in fish.
Q. Name of tug ?-A. " City of Dresden."
Q. Nationality ?-A. American.
Q. How long have you been engaged in this work ?-A. Eight years.
Q: What fish do you deal in ?-A. Principal catch is herring.
Q. Have you anything to do with whitefish ?-A. Yes, sir, some, and coarse

fish.
Q. What particular waters do you trade in ?-A. Shores of the counties of

Kent and Essex.
Q. Are the fish you get caught in pound-nets or seines ?-A. Pound-nets

altogether.
Q. Have you taken any notice of the size of mesh ?-A. Have ordered nearly

all the twine in the country. Pot, 2ý-inch; back of pot, 2-inch; tunnels and hearts,
5-inch; leader 8 and 10-inch.

Q. Do you use seines ?-A. I have at tines taken fish from seines, but very
little.

Q. When are whitefish in best condition for table use?-A. In the spring of
the year ; about May and June.

Q. When are herring ?-A. Whenever the water is cold in June, July and
August.

Q. Do you trade in pickerel ?-A. Yes, sir, and occasionally in trout.
Q. When are pickerel best ?-A. Not much at any time but are best in autumn,

October and November.
Q. Are they caught in large quantities with herring ?-A. No, sir.
Q. In comparison with other tish what quantities would blue pickerel bear ?-

A. On 29th June, I had a little over 56 tons herring mostly; in that there might
have been about 300 of other fish, lawyers, &c.

Q. What do you call lawyers ?-A. Ling, or eel-pouts.
Q. What about bass ?-A. None to speak of; some are caught about Pelee

Island, but few about the main land.
Q. When are they in best condition ?-A. In fall of the year. One angler

would get more bass on a book and line in two hours than I would get in forty-
eight hours with 22-pound nets.

Q. Where do you market your fish ?-A. Sandusky, O., and some on the
Canadian shore.

Q. What is the proportion sold on the Canadian shore ?-A. About two or
three per cent.
.oQ. What are the values of the fish you sell in Sandusky ?-A. 1892, paid 5 cents
for whitefish, to fishermen, herring and blue pickerel 3 to 4 cents, grey pickerel
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4 cents. Soft fish and blue pickerel have taken a great change since a few years
ago; thisyear a little higher. White bass are worth 3 to 4 cents; catfish, 2j cents;
sturgeon, $2 each over 4 feet; under that, from 3 to 4 feet, only 50 cents.

Q. What causes the difference in value of those under 4 feet which bring only
50 cents each ?-A. No eggs in the small ones.

Q. Do you manufacture caviare ?-A. No, sir; men aboard the tugs take cav-
iare for the parties who buy the fish on the other side.

Q. Have you any idea of the value of caviare at the present time-?-A. It is
worth 15 or 16 cents a pound.

Q. What is the quantity of caviare from a 4-foot sturgeon ?-A. It is not fully
developed at 4 feet.

Q. A large sturgeon would be, how large ?-A. An average of 70 pounds of meat
is got from a whole carcass of 125 to 150 pounds.

Q. What amount of caviare from that ?-A. Three or four gallons.
Q. Are the eggs worth more than the fish ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you taken notice when whitefish are in the act of spawning ?-A.

About the Island and head of Lake Erie, 20th of November, eggs are taken for the
American hatcheries. On the north shore of Lake Erie, I do not know when.

Q. What is your experience with herring ?-A. Commence to spawn about the
13th or 17th of November, and go pretty far on in December.

Q. Pickerel ?-A. Commence to spawn as soon as ice leaves in spring in bays.
Q. Dd you catch pike or maskinongé ?-A. Yes, sir, a few.
Q. When do they spawn ?-A. In spring of the year.
Q. When for cattish ?-A. I do not know.
Q. Sturgeon ?-A. Spawn the year round-more freely in June and July.
Q. As a dealer do you find that fishermen lose more nets and fish from the

inclemency of weather at one time than another ?-A. Yes, after 4tb of November.
Q. Are immature fish caught, and are there many unmarketable ?-A. They are

caught, but liberated alive. Five years, three years and two years ago, each year we
got a run of small herring.

Q. What size ?-A. A great many half grown, nothing but small herring.
Q. In what quantities would they be ?-A. Immense quantities were caught and

liberated again, probably five tons of them.
' Q. HIow were they put out of the net ?-A. Big ones picked out and small ones

turned over the line of the net.
Q. In that great number would they be taken up in bulk?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Would a great number be killed ?-A. Perhaps two bushet killed, including

gilled ones about four bushels.
Q. Would they all live after being turned out ?-A. Yes, sir; because the water

was cold when we got that run. During the past two years I have not seen any of
these small fish.

Q. ls it not a fact that herring are easily killed ?-A. Yes. If the water is
warm; these were caught in June, and when we get a cold wave then is the time
when we catch herring. Herring are not caught in large quantities when the water
is warm.

Q. When do you think water coldest, as a rule, in the lake ?-A. In Lake Erie
from breaking up of ice until July; at times the temperature in the lake east of Pelee
is colder than Detroit River in summer; it is the same at Point aux Pins, 40 miles
east of Pelee.

Q. What about the Sunday close time ?-A. It is impracticable to obey the
Sunday close law.

Q. Do Americans fish in Canadian waters, or do you know anything about that
at all?-A. Have seen their gill-net tugs on the Canadian side of the boundary
engaged in taking up nets.

Q. What description of nets would they be ?-A. Gill-nets.
Q. How far from Canadian shores ?-A. About six miles east of Pelee Island.
Q. Have you seen many of these ?-A. No, sir; have seen in the last two years

about six.
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Q. What kind of fish do they prir.cipally catch -A. Should think they were
herring nets.

Q. Have you an idea what mesh those nets would be ?-A. Am not familiar with
them.

Q. Will 3-inch extension mesh nets take whitefish ?-A. Yes, sir, have seen
sturgeon caught in them.

Q. Will it take many herring, as a rule ?-A. It will take large ones, but would
take ordinary whitefish.

Q. Have you seen American tugs take fish from Canadian fishermen direct from
nets ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. What do they do with these fish ?-A. Take them to American market,
Sandusky and Cleveland.

Q. Do these tugs go direct or come into Canadian ports ?-A. Some proceed
direct to the United States.

Q. What is your idea about close seasons?-A. It is correct to have proper
close seasons for the preservation of the fishing industry.

Q. When are pound nets generally set out in spring ?-A. As soon after the 1st
of April as weather will permit.

Q. How long are they kept in the water then ?-A. Until June or July, then
taken up and cleaned, and re-set again twenty miles on the west side of Point of
Pins until the lst of November, the weather then blows them out. East of Pelee,
also east of Pins fishing is carried on during the whole mouth of November. This
is generally the case.

Q. Is there any winter fishing carried on ?-A. Some about Rondeau by seines
in the ice.

Q. What fish generally ?-A. Black bass, perch, pike, mudcats, pickerel,
suckers.

Q. Any special places ?-A. In any shoal body of water deep holes are frequently
found ; these tish wili congregate there and lie in kind of a torpid sfate, and there nets
are used to catch them. This will deplete the fishery in any small body of water.

Q. Are fish at this time in as good condition as at others ?-A. I do not think so.
Q. Why are they not-do they feed there ?-A. I do not think they are in as

healthy a state, they lie torpid, and are more easily taken at this time.
Q. The black bass is stupid then ?-A. Yes, sir, and it is injurious for the fishery

to take them at this time.
Q. Is it partaken of by many people?-A. Only a few as cornpared with the

summer months.
Q. Do you know of spearing ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Is artificial hatching of fish beneficial ?-A. I know it is.
Q. Is it your impression that it should be enlarged ?-A. Yes, sir, in the interest

of the industry.
Q. What number of fish hatcheries do Americans have on Lake Erie ?-A. I

know of several to supply Lake Erie with young fish. AR fish hatcheries have done
good service to Lake Erie; so it is conceded by the majority of fishermen.

Q. Do you know the kinds of fish principally hatched at their various hatch-
eries?-A. They are principally whitefish.

By Mr. Barris:
Q. What is the tonnage of the " Dresden " tug ?-A. One hundred and twenty-

three tons net.
Q. American register ?-A. No, sir, Canadian.
Q. Employed wholly in fishing business ?-A. Exclusively, but occasionally

carry passengers, perhaps 14 this season.
Q. Have you a certificate as engineer ?-A. Yes, sir, two of them, have four

certified officers on board.
Q. Doss it cost more for a certified officer, -are there many men who could do

that without a certificate ?-A. No, sir, they are not allowed.
Q. Is it necessary to have a certified crew ?-A. Yes, sir, legally necessary, and

in every other respect.
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Q. Never carry passengers ?-A. Yes, sir, I have a passenger license. Over 100-
ton it is necessary to have a certified crew if employed wholly in fishing business. I
furnish fishermen supplies and take their fish.

Q. Have you any knowledge of fish on American side ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do they catch the same class as here ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Is there any difference in size and quality ?-A. No, sir, none whatever; in

summer they get very few fish and they are not so good there, and Canadian fish are
in better demand.

Q. 18 this on account of the shallowness of the water on the American side ?-
A. Yes, sir; practically there is no fishiig there in summer months-that is, in
the waters opposite Kent and Essex counties.

Q. You say you get $2 for sturgeon ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. For ail?-A. Yes, for ail largo ones.
Q. How do you manage about small ones ?-A. From 3 to 3j feet long sold as

half a fish.
Q. Ever throw any back in the water ?-A. Have seen some do it.
Q. Do you think it a good plan to carry out?-A. I think it would be well to

compel them to; ail under 3j feet should be returned to the water. Ail other smalt
fish as well.

Q. Give the average weight ?-A. Seventy pounds dressed.
Q. Ail over 4 feet?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. How many nets are you attending to ?-A. Deal with 22.
Q. How many could you serve ?-A. Have served 32, that is outside.
Q. Do you think fishermen would prefer to have a close season for sturgeon ?-

A. I think they would.
Q. Would it have a marked effect upon the sturgeon fishery ?-A. Yes, sir, for

the benefit of the fishery.
Q. What amount of capital have the others in these nets ?-A. Can't say, but

I started the whole of them.
Q. They are really fishing for you then ?-A. No, sir, they are independent,

every one of them.
Q. Do you not think they are compelled to sell their fish at a less rate than

other fishermen ?-A. No, sir; I have to pay the usual market prices.
Q. Who drives the stakes?-A. The fishermen have pile driver and everything

but the boat, but there is a mortgage on them; fish are all taken on my tug. We
ship our fish in cars in ice, also in boxes late in the season.

Q. Do tishermen understand that it is to their own interest not to destroy small
fish ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is the right way to let them out of pound-nets ?-A. Dip up and pick
out big ones, and put the smaller ones over with a dip net; ail large fish must be
taken out first from the net.

Q. What size is the mesh ?-A. 2¼inch, 1k-inch in back of net and smaller
sometimes.

Q. How would 3-inch extension mesh do for pots ?-A. It would be of rio use
here, because you would catch very few herring; blue pickerel would be all.

Q. Give average size of blue pickerel ?-A. About a pound fish would go
through 3-inch mesh.

Q. Is the blue pickerel the same as pike ?-A. No, sir, it is blue pickerel; it
resembles the "doré," except it is blue. The largest I ever have seen of blue
pickerel would be 15 or 18 lbs., yellow pickerel, orI "doré," 24 or 26 Ibs.

Q. Are they the same fish ?-A. No, sir, in the quality the doré is better than
the other in any shape.

Q. Do they not seil for the same price ?-A. No, sir.
Q. What is the difference in prices?-A. About 3 cents per pound; "doré"

sells for 4 cents, the other for Î cent.
Q. What difference is there between yellow and blue for consumers ?-A. Just

about the same; the large blue pickerel and yellow pickerel bring about the same
prices.
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Q. Do blue pickerel go in large bodies together ?-A. Sometimes in lifting we
get a large catch of blue pickerel, indicative that they go in shoals. Grass pike do
not do that.

Q. Would you think that its habit is to follow smaller fish in deep water ?-A.
They all look for food.

Q. Being caught in deep water indicates that blue pickerel are deep water
feeders?-A. Yes, sir, and grass pike is a marsh feeder.

Q. If the herring and whitetish fisheries are to be preserved, is it important to
prevent blue pickerel overrunning the lake ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Ought pourid-nets to be so constructed as to catch those fish ?-A. Yes, sir,
to preserve ail small fish. One, or 1*-inch bar is the proper size, but small fish
should be taken out again ; this should be made compulsory.

Q. When you take your fish to the States do you sel1 them to wholesale men ?-
A. Yes. sir.

Q. He receives and ships them ?-A. Yes, sir, Sandusky is the distributing
point.

Q. In selling your fish at Sandusky do the wholesale men understand that fish
are at some seasons better than ut others ?-A. Yes, sir, that is clear.

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. What w oild you call fish in season ?-A. When fish are in good condition; ont
of season woul d be when spawning. They are not as good when spawning as
three months before or after.

By Mr. Harris: i

Q. Then, the public should be protected from having fish supplied when not in
best quality for food ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Would it be better for the fish trade?-A. Yes, sir; fish should not be sold
when not in season.

Q. Do you know anything about gill-nets?-A. Gill-net fish are not as good
as caught in pound-nets.

Q. Could the public be supplied with good fresh fish from Lake Erie, unless
caught in pound.nets ?-A. No, sir; that is the only way I know of, unless by seines.

Q. How far east on Lake Erie does you knowledge extend ?-A. To Port Stanley.
Q. Do you consider Port Stanley a good fishery ?-A. There have been good

fisheries there.
Q. Is there good fishery at Rondeau?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. At Leamington ?-A. Better east of there.
Q. Of late years has the fishing industry been increasing on Lake Erie ?-A.

Yes, sir; some.
Q. Has it become quite an industry now down east ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. How many years experience have you in these parts ?-A. Have been in

Canada eight years.

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. Po you say you fished with twenty-two nets this year?-A. Yes, sii.
Q. What quantity of fish from these nets this year?-A. This year, 1,593,012

pounds; in 1891, out of 32 nets, 1,160,635 pounds, exclusive of sturgeon.
Q. Have you any idea of the proportion of whitefish in 1892 ?-A. More than

in 1891. In this year's catch perhaps 25 tons would be whitefish; about 80 per
cent of the rest would be herring. They are the main fish ; the balance would be
soft flh.

Q. Now, about Pelee Island. Do you know anything about the fishing of the
Arnerican Pelee Club?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is their mode of fishing ?-A. With hook and line.
Q. What do they consist of?-A. American citizens, mostly.
Q. What does the hook and line consist of ?-A. Three hooks, with a feuther

and spoon on a swivel on each line.
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Q. What number of fish do they catch ?-A. Can't say ; commercially speaking,
they do riot come in considerable numbers, but they cone for angling purposes.
Catch about 20 or 30 a day. They come here for recreation. Some play poker,
and they have bowling alleys and billiard tables, and stay usually about two weeks
in sp; ing and about the same in fall. They used to come earlier at one time, but
later this year.

Q. 1s the club beneficial to the Island?-A. They leave a good deal of money
there.

Q. Does this clu4 return small bass into the water again?-A. I hear them say
that anything under a certain size does not count. They keep record of tish caught;
might occasionally get a perch or pickerel, but the general fish are black bass.

Q. Are herring as plentiful now as they were ?-A. I think they are, speaking
of Lake Erie only; I do not know anything about herring on the Detroit River.

Q. Are large quantities caught on both sides of the lake?-A. Yes, sir; the
water is warm on the American side in June. In the middle of the lake it is warm
about August.

Q. Do you know that whitefish are caught in large quantities far out in Lake
Erie ?-A. I know that quantities of small whitefish are caught out in the lake off
Erie, Cleveland and Fairport; tons of these are not fit to be sold for herring, they
are too tender, they are about the size of small herring.

Q. Do you know wbat is done with these small fish ?-A. Sdme are made into
fertilizers, others sold as herring, some thrown overboard, unless the nets have been
lifted recently.

Q. Are these herring caught also on the American side?-A. Yes, sir ; from
American boats and nets from Erie, Cleveland, Fairport, &c.; cannot say whether
they are caught in Canadian waters or not.

Q. Is this ruinous for the whitefish fishery business on the lake ?-A. Certainly.
Q. Why is it ruinous ?-A. The instinct of the small whitefish fry leads them

out into deep water at first and they do not come out of that until they are at least
the size of herring, then the gill-net is put in as soon as they begin to move and
gets then.

Q. Do you know are they capable of spawning ?-A. No, sir; they are immature
fish.

Q. Is the water deeper at the east end of the lake than at the west end ?-A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Have you caught sturgeon in gill-nets ?-A. Have never seen them caught
in herring and whitefish gill-nets. A 10-inch mesh would only lot a very small
sturgeon through. Herring and whitefish migrate from end to end of the lake. At
Pelee Island the fisheries are different from the main land, they are caught the same
there as on the American side during November. They have no summer fishing at
Pelee Island.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. Have you got pound-nets ail around the Island ?-A. A few about ail around,

the other boats have got some.
Q. How close to the shore does the leader commence as a rule, to what depth

of water ?-A. It is ail shallow water, 10 or 12 feet deep. About 7-inch mesh for the
leader.

Q. Do black bass lead well into pound-nets ?-A. He will go into pound-nets,
but will go out again.

Q. Is it not considered a good fish for lifting in pound-nets?-A. No, sir; never
saw half a ton lifted, but have heard of it from tishermen.

Q. How long ago since ho said that happened ?-A. Eight years ago.
Q. What was the most you ever saw lifted off Pelee Island ?-A. As high as 200

pounds; that would be from 60 to 70 fish, and is a good ift.
Q. How often do they lift these nets ?-A. Once a day.
Q. Do they catch that many a day in pound-nets?-A. No, sir; the average

might be two or three; they will not stay in pound-nets.
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Q. At what season of the year is the biggest lift ?-A. About the early part of

September.
Q. What time does the Pelee Club get done fishing ?-A. Cannot give the date;

it is my impresion this year the meet was in September.
Q. At what season of the year is black basa best for market ?-A. The further

from spawning the botter, best in September and October.
Q. Is there pretty good demand for black bass in the United States ?-A. Yes,

sir; they are considered a good table fish among some people.
Q. Do Canadians like to eat them?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do they never get them unless caught in pound-nets ?-A. They catch a

good many with hook and lino, there are very few caught in pound-nets.
Q. Can the public in the interior of the country get fish unless commercial

fishermen supply them?-A. No, sir; unless some are caught with hook and lino.
Q. Is it not a fact that black bass are sold in quantities in American markets?

-A. There have been when caught in groat nurmbers, but they are not caught with
hook and lino.

Q. Are there any bass on the shore up here ?-A. East of Detroit River there
are a few splendid places to catch them.

Q. Are close seasons pretty well obeyed ?-A. For the last few years they have
been.

Q. Do you think it would makethe people and fishermen on the shore dissatisfied
if exceptional privilege were given to one and with held from another in that respect ?
-A. I think they should be allowed to angle at any time.

Q. Why should not pound-nets and every mode of fishing be allowed as well ?-
A. They catch in a wholesale manner.

Q. Should angling clubs be permitted during close season but nets should not ?
-A. I think so.

Q. Why do you think black bass spawn about July ?-A. Have seen bass with
spawn ripe ubout that season of the year.

Q. Did you ever see bass on spawning beds ?-A. No, mir.
Q. If spawn was ripe about July, when do you think close season for bass should

end ?-A. As far as commercial season is concerned it might be all the year round
prohibiting pou nd-nets from catching bass.

Q. In the interest of black basa and for the preservation of the fisheries, when
should it end ?-A. I think close season should be from 15th of June to 15th of July.

Q. Do you think it right that if American citizens are forbidden to catch black
bass then in their own country, it would be right for us to say they might come here
and catch them, is that just ?-A. No, sir.

Q. Are there any bass on the American side ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Any close season ?-A. They catch them any time.
Q. Catch as many as at Pelee Island?-A. I think so, in proportion to the

people fishing.
Q. Can any one fish anywhere they like on the American side ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Any kind of mesh they like ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Is it a good plan to allow this on this side of the lake ?-A. No, sir, the plan

of the Fishery Department of Canada for meshes and close seasons is good if properly
carried out; ail that is required to make the system perfect is to give proper close
seasonîs, proper meshes and then the system is good.

JOHN A. BURTON sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Your reaidence ?-A. Kent county.
Q. Occupation?-A. Fisherman.
Q. How long?-A. About five years.
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Q. Nationality ?-A. Canadian.
Q. What is the nature of your fishery ?-A. Pound-nets.
Q. What kind of fish do you catch ?-A. Pickerel, blue and gray, whitefish,

herring, sturgeon and coarse fish.
Q. Any salmon-trout?-A. One this season, 34 pounds dressed.
Q. What particular waters do you fish in ?-A. Twelve miles west of Rondeau.
Q. Do you use any net beside pound-not?-A. No, sir.
Q. Do you do any winter fishing ?-A. No, sir.
Q. What is the size of your mesh ?-A. Pot, 2-inch; tunnels, 2±-inch; hearts, 5-

inch ; leaders, 8 to 10.
Q. Have you taken notice when fish are in good condition ?-A. Herring in

June and July to the lst of August, we catch a good number of whitefish in July
-they are good then-sturgeon in June and July.

Q. Where doyou market your filsh ?-A. To Captain Post; they go to Sandusky;
a small portion are sold to Canadians.

Q. What kind of fish are sold to Canadians ?-A. Same as to Americans.
Q. What do you get for your fish ?-A. Whitefish, 5 cents a pound; pickerel, 4

cents ; herring and blue pickerel, ï cent; very few bass.
Q. When do you meet with the most losses ?-A. In November.
Q. Have you taken notice when whitefish are ready to spawn ?-A. About the

1st of November.
Q. lerring ?-A. Later.
Q. When are sturgeon ready ?-A. We get most eggs for caviare in the latter

part of July.
Q. Pickerel ?-A. They are done spawning by the lst of April, because when

we catch them in spring we find them going east, not many going west.
Q. How small fisbh do you catch in your pot ?-A. Herring 6 or 7 inches long;

they are not marketable; we put them overboard with a dip-net after the large ones
are sorted out.

Q. Any other small fish?-A. Small white bass, no whitefish.
Q. What about Sunday close time ?-A. It is not practicable.
Q. Are there any American fishermen fishing within our territory ?-A. I do

not know.
Q. Do you think it is right for proper close seasons to be established ?- A. I

do, in the interest of fishermen.
Q. What time do you set your net down ?-A. From the 10th to the 20th of

Ap-ril, thon take it up until 10th of July, and set again the last of August or 1st of
September, until lst of November, when the wind genorally takes then up for us.

Q. Is it profitable to fish in November?-A. No, sir. it is not.
Q. Is spearing practised in your neighbourhood ?-A. No. sir.
Q. Do you get many sturgeon ?-A. Quite a few, about 75 or 80 this year, less

than in former years.
Q. What did you get in former years ?-A. As high as 200.
Q. What is the cause of their being less ?-A. More northerly weather; we

attribute it to the wind; we get sturgeon when it is rough weather.
Q. What is the average weight of surgeon?-A. Average about 100 pounds.
Q. Do you seli the whole carcass?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Who buys them ?-A. We sell to Post Fishing Co.; ail fish are sold the same

way.
Q. Does the tug come to your nets ?-A. Yes, sir, the fish are put on board.
Q. Is this done with the other nets in your neighbourhood ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you make a bargain for the whole season ?-A. They take what fish we

catch during the whole season at marketable prices, only what we dispose of on our
own shore.

Q. Do they not make an agreement that you must give them ail your fish ?-A.
No, sir.

Q. Do you prefer selling on the Canadian side ?-A. If we could seil our quantity.
Q. Do you get the highest price from Canadians or from Post Co ?-A. FroIn

Mr. Post, for we have less trouble with the fish.
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Q. Where do the fish on this tug go ?-A. To Sandusky, Ohio.
Q. Straight across ?-A. I do not know.
Q. Have you any knowledge whether artificial fisheries are any help ?-A. Yes,

sir, they are beneficial to fishernen.
Q. Do they desire more of them ?-A. Yes, sir. Would like to see ,lose seasons

properly kept and hatcheries carried out.

By Mr. -Harris:
Q. Do little fish get in the nets frequently ?-A. Yes, sir,'we slack away the

nets so the rim line will be close to the water; when caught in large quantities we
let them ail go when there are not many large ones, when there are we sort the big
ones out and upset the net into the lake.

Q. Did you hear that 4-inch mesh was ordered to be the regular mesh last
spring ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. If ordered to fish with them, what then ?-A. I would not put in the net at ail.
Q. What do you call your fishery?-A. Herring fishery.
Q. Many blue pickerel ?-A. Quite a few, too many, they are very destructive

fisb, prey upon young whitefish and young herring.
Q. Many sturgeon under 3j feet ?-A. Quite a few, liberate ail under 3 feet, it

would be a benefit to put in ail under 3j feet, we could soll them but not so high and
they are troublesome to handie.

Q. ilow would you like 3-inch extension mesh ?-A. It would be no good.
Q. Why so ?-A. They would gill in it.
Q. What do you do with gilled tish ?-A. They are no good; we bury ail we find

dead in our pounds.
Q. How often do you go to your pounds ?-A. Every day.
Q. Would fish be ail bad that were gilled ?-A. If we went every day they would

not be bad, but in case of a storm they»are bad.
Q. In your fishery is the least destructive pot one with mesh that will not gill

fish ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are herring as plentiful as three or four years ago ?-A. More so.
Q. Have you the saime description of fishing you had before ?-A. Yes, sir, more

fish and less nets.

Mir. JOSEPH MALOCHE sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Your occupation ?-A. Carpenter; have been a fisherman about twenty-five

years; gave it up five years ago.
Q. Your residence ?-A. Sandwich, West.
Q. Nationality ?-A. Canadian.
Q. What sort of isher did you carry on ?-A. Whitefish, herring, pickerel,&c.
Q. Did you carry on a whitefish fishery ?-A. Yes, sir, by seining in Detroit

River, St. Clair River, and Lake St. Clair; pound nets in Lake St. Clair. In fall we
caught whitefish principally, and berring, pickerel and soft fish in spring.

Q. Were your nets same as previous witiess ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where did you seli your fish ?-A. Same as former witness.
Q. When do whitefish spawn ?-A. In November.
Q. Herring ?-A. About the same.
Q. Pickerel?-A. Some in Mai-ch, mostly in April.
Q. Anything about basa ?-A. Have caught them ; think they spawn in June.
Q. Sturgeon ?-A. In July.
Q. What was the mesh of your seine?-A. 1½ inch, iî-inch, 2-inch, for white-

fish, 3þinch extension; herring, 2-inch extension.
Q. Would whitefish gill in 3-inch mesh ?-A. They will.
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Q. Will whitefish gill in 21-inch mesh ?-A. Seldom, but the smaller sized ones
will.

Q. Do you think it advisable to have properly selected close seasons ?-A. They
are no good if the fish are kept in proper pens so they can spawn, they lie still there
and nothing disturbs them.

Q. Are these pens made with planks to walk al] around them ?-A. Yes, sir,
generally.

Q. For what purpose ?-A. To make it handy for people to walk around and
see how the fish are getting on.

Q. When these ponds were in use, a good many people walked around ?-A.
They did, when we would allow them.

Q. Fish could be disturbed then ?-A. Yes, when fish were thick they could be,
and were disturbed.

Q. Woukt they be as quiet there as in the open river ?-A. I think so, the fish
were more quiet in the pen than in the river.

Q. Was the place where the horses and mcn were working alongside of the
pen ?-A. Where the fish were caught and seines drawn was part of the pen. This
made no disturbance to the fish at ail.

Q. What did the fish come up Detroit River for?-A. To spawn.
Q. Were they principally caught in October and November?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. 119w soon in October?-A. Commence about the 10th of October.
Q. Would this apply to herring, too ?-A. Herring commenced in September,

and spawned about the same as whitefish.
Q. Is it a fact that some ponds would have 20,000, 30,000, and 40,000 whitefish

in ?-A. We had 80,000 and 90,000 at one time in a single pen.
Q. Wero there any other pens would have as many as that ?-A. I do not know

of any, there were in other pens at the same time 30,000 and 40,000.
Q. This would be, when?-A. In November, which was their spawning time.
Q. What was donc with these tish ?-A. They were kept until January, Febru-

ary, some until March, and sold in New York markets mostly.
Q. Did you sel them yourselves ?-A. Yes, sir, I went there.
Q. What wouild they bring about that time ?-A. From $25 to $32 a hundred.
Q. Did some die in the pens?-A. A fev of the biggest fish died in the pens.

Male tish arc geneially the largest; they are the ones that died; very few females died.
Q. You think the loss to the river, if al males died, would not bc great?-A. No,

sir, females are of most value to the river.
Q. If you had 1,000 females iii a pen how many males would they require ?-A.

Quite a few, the great proportion of them would be males, and die. In the last run
they are all smaller fish, and are pretty much all males.

Q. What quantity would you lose ont of 90,000 in pens ?-A. If early, the loss
would be heavy, about 10 per cent would be lost.

Q. Iftyou had no pens would it be advisable to have close seasons to allow the
fish to spawn ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you think pens injurious to the river ?-A. No, sir.

By request of Mr. Cleary the following questions were put:-
Q. Do you know thatyoung fish all lived that *ere spawned in thoso pens ?-A.

Most of the eggs spawned in pens produced young fish, and they lived;. have seen
millions of them in that way.

Q. How did you know they were young whitefish ?-A. Was so well acquainted
with the fish.

Q. How many fins has a young whitefish ?-A. Never took the trouble to count,
but can tell them on sight.

Q. Are fish affected by noise overbead ?-A. Fish cannot hear, but they can
sec. If people were walking around these pens they could not hear, but the
vibration would frighten the fish; it would make no difference about 100 feet dis-
tance from the pen, but nearer it would annoy them.

Q. Do the larger proportion of fish diein October than in Novetnber ?-A. Yes,
sir, the water is colder in November.
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Q. Does the temperature of the water affect full-grown fish ?-A. I believe it
does.

Q. Do you know anything about fish hatching ?-A. Yes, sir, a little, nothing
practical.

Q. Have you been inside the hatchery ?-A. Yes, sir, did not know anything
about it, sawyoung fish there, saw them put out, and they looked pretty lively.

Q. Do you know whether they lived or not?-A. That is bard to tell.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. When did you first see fish begin to fail in Detroit River ?-A. Fifteen years

ago.
Q. How do you account for the failure of the fishery ?-A. A good deal to

pound-nets.
Q. Did you ever fish with pound-nets ?-A. Yes, sir, in Lake St. Clair.
Q. Does that affect the fishery on Detroit River?-A. It bas nothing to do

with it. Never fished with pound-nets in Lake Erie; have been down to Kingsville,
on Lake Erie, twelve or fourteen years ago.,

Q. Were there any pound-nets there then ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. low many did you sec ?-A. Never kept track.
Q. How many do you think ?-A. Could not say.
Q. Have you any idea of the number of pound-nets on Lake Erie at that time ?

-A. Could not tell.
Q. Have yoi any idea of the size of Lake Erie; how long ?-A. Could not tell,

no idea, saw as far as Kingsville.
Q. Can you read and write ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. How long have you lived here ?-A. Was raised here.
Q. How far west have you been in the United States?-A. Many places-

Michigan, Ohio, on the shore of Ohio; have seen pound-nets there twelve years ago.
Q. Do you think if pound-nets were taken out of Lake Erie now, fishing

would be ail right again In the river?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. How many pound-nete in Lake Erie ?-A. Do not know anything about it.
Q. What kind of fishing would you recommend there?-A. Seine fishing is the

only kind that would pay.
Q. Would you draw them in October and November ?-A. Sometimes in Sep-

tember for herring. Fishing would pay botter now than ever before, we would seli
the bulk of them in the United States.

Q. Do they want any quantity of our fish there?-A. Yes, sir.
'Q. Would you have close season for these seines ?-A. Close season is all right

I think. November is the right time for herring and whitefish.
Q. Could you catch whitefish coming up Detroit River in November ?-A.

Catch them and spawn them in pens and sell thetm when spawned out. We would
have fish sure thon and spawn for the public.

Q. Is it pretty clear that ail fish ruan up to spawn ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Is this supposed to be the oasiest place to catch them?-A. Yes, sir, the

easiest way in the rough season.
Q. What about the hatchery?-A. I do not think much of that; very little

help; but I think a pen is the better way of breeding thom in Canada or the United
States, they breed natural!y in pens.

Mr. JOSEPH ALLEN sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Your residenco?-A. Sandwich.
Q. Your occupation ?-A. Fisherman, still fishing.
Q. How long a fisherman ?-A. For the last 20 years.
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Q. Nationality ?-A. Canadian.
Q. Where are you fishing ?-A. Lake Huron.
Q. What kind of fisbery did you run here ?-A. Seine fishing in Detroit River,

for whitefish and herring, and a few sturgeon, probably from 50 to 75 in a fall.
Q. What kind of fishery are you engaged in ?-A. Whitefish fishery on Detroit

River and Lake St. Clair; run seines on River St. Clair.
Q. What is the size of mesh ?-A. For herring, 2-inch extension, whitefish, 4-

inch extension.
Q. Will 3-inch mesh gill any whitefish?-A. It will if gill-net twine, it will not

if seine twine, some odd fish wili gill.
Q. When are whitefish in best condition for market?-A. They are always in

good condition if you can catch them, but not quite so good after spawning.
Q. When do they spawn ?-A. About the 10th of November-some before, the

greater part after.
Q. When do herring spawn ?--A. Latter part of November.
Q. Have you ever seen theni spawning in the beginning of November ?-A.

Never.
Q. When do sturgeon spawn ?-A. The year round, sir-eggs are flowing from

them the year round, more particularly in June.
Q. Do you make caviare?-A. Yes, sir; eggs are a little more loose in June.
Q. Do you know anything about bass ?-A. Nothing.
Q. Do you know anything about Americans fishing in our- waters at all ?-A.

I do not know.
Q. Do you believe it advisable to have well selected close seasons for preserving

the fish ?-A. I do not think so at all. I think if all nets, in the first place, had
right >ized mesh, 4-inch extension, and not destroying amall fisb, the fish would be
preserved. I think fishermen would be better satisfied to fish 4-inch mesh, and fish
when others do.

Q. Al big fish would be caught ?-A. Yes, sir, have seen a great many small
fish caught, some were used and some were not. These were caught in ineshes
3-inch extension.

Q. What about pound-nets using 1-inch bar ?-A. I do not think it right that any
net should be allowed under 4-inch extension if it is desirable to pieserve the fishery.
This should apply alike to pound, seine and gill-nets.

Q. Do you think it wise to have fishing general in the month of November, if
that is the spawning time for whitefisi ?-A. Whitefishshould be caught at all limes
if limited to 4-inch extension. We are helping to supp-ly fish for the sane waters
as'Americans, and why not have the benefit of it as weli as Americans.

Q. At what time are most herring caught in Detroit River ?-A. In November,
which is their spawning season.

Q. Do you know anything about the herring fisheries in Detroit River so far as
to quantity caught ten years ago ?-A. Herring were caught in good numbers seven
years ago; as many as 400,000 and 500,000 were caught on the west side of Fighting
Island on tive stations. For 1888 and 1889 we did not catch much more than enough
to pay expenses.

Q. Were they ripe for spawning when you caught them ?-A. Do not think so;
they were caught principally in Soptember and the beginning of October.

Q. What were they there so numerously for ?-A. Do not know; they were
filled with spawn.

Q. Do you not think catching such vast numbers would affect the crop of young
fish afterwards ?-A. It might, it might not. It does not improve it, this quantity
being taken could not improve the fishery.

Q. If they were allowed to spawn do you think it would improvo the fishery
then ?-A. I think it woutd. The same would apply to whitefish.

Q. When are these nets geuerally set for fishing ?-A. In fall, put out about
the 1st of September for herring, for whitefish about the 15th or 25th of October,
and fishing was carried on through October and November until 1889. Permits,
however, were granted to catch whitefish during the month of November, with the
view of supplying the hatchery with eggs.
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Q. Is the artificial breeding beneficial ?-A. Not to the river; it may be to the
lake.

Q. Is it advisable to increase the number of hatcheries ?-A. I am not fishing
in the lake, and derive no benefit from them in the rivers, so do not think it advisa-
ble to put in more. If the month of November was close season, the hatcheries are
not required; if no close season, might keep the hatcherygoing; do not know it does
any good ; it does none in the river.

Q. Do whitefish spawn in Lake Huron ?-A. Yes, sir; around the islands. Do
not know whether they spawn in Lake Erie or not, but think they do.

Q. Is there any loss to fishernien on account of eggs being obtained for the
hatchery ?-A. Yes, sir; we lost time in the way they handle the fish. They lost
$1,000. I was Mr. Gauthier's foreman in 1889, and wo got notice to stop fishing in
close season for two days; then we got a permit to fish again, if we would supply
the hatchery with eggs free. We lost moncy by this transaction. We were not
compelled to go on fishing under this arrangement, but we went on and lost by it.
We had agreed with other parties to furnish eggs for the hatchery in the- United
States; but, by accepting the department's offer, we could not furnish these eggs
during close season to the Americans, and so lost $400 that we expected to get for
catching fish and supplying eggs to Americans during close season in Canada. I
arm interested in getting a portion of this $400. We caught about 9,000 whitefish
under that permit. We sold about 3,000 or 4,000 at half price, that is, 4½ cents per
pound; the others we sold at 9 cents.

Q. How long did you fish ?-A. We fished until the end of the season.
Q. Were any other persons fishing in the river at that tine ?-A. We were the

only parties allowed to fish during close season.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. Is 4-inch mesh recommended for Detroit River only ?-A. All the lakes, too.
Q. Have you ever fished anywhere but Detroit River, Lake St. Clair and Lake

Huron?-A. Never on Lake Erie.
Q. Are you certain it would be suitable to Lake Erie ?--A. To the fish certainly,

because small fish work through. Canno.t catch herring with 4-inch mesh. They are
the most staple fish, but if 4-inch mesh, it would be for whitefish.

Q. Would 4-inch ncsh catch herring in Lake Erie ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Would it catch blue pickerel?-A. It would gill some, probably 2 or 2j

pounds.
Q. Have you caught many blue pickerel?-A. Yes, on River St. Clair.
Q. What weight usually ?-A. About 2½ pounds, largest size.
Q. How big pike do you get there ?-A. Five pounds.
Q. Are they pretty numerous in Lake Erie?-A. Do not know.
Q. How big whitefish would you get ?-A. One pound would get out; 1½

pound would gill in 4-inch mesh pound nets.
Q. Would all gilled fish be destroyed ?-A. No, sir. Have fished with pound-

nets in Lake Huron; it is a trout and whitefish lake.
Q. Did you use 4-inch mesh ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Have you ever seen one ?-A. No, sir; but it is 5-inch mesh we are using in

Lake Huron; all•the herring go through. It is used for whitefish, trout and yellow
pickerel.

Q. Is it set for pickerel or trout or whitefish ?-A. We have grounds we set
only tor pickerel and sturgeon on the north shore of Lake Huron.

Q. Is 5-inch mesh the regulation for sturgeon ?-A. Yes, sir; we observe the law.
Q. Is 4-incb mesh right for Detroit River ?-A. Ves, si r, and Lake Erie as well,

only seines in Detroit River. Have not fished in Detroit River since 1889.
Q. How long back did you fish ?-A. About 20 years ago.
Q. When did you first notice Detroit River fishing giving out ?-A. About 13

years ago.
Q. How do you account for the fi-.hery becoming poor ?-A. They have been

catching fish lots of them on both sides. I hear there are two or threo times as
nany pound-nets on the American side as on the Canadian side.
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Q. Does that account for the loss by catching fish on both sides of Lake Erie ?
-A. Yes, sir.

Q. To make Detroit River fishing good again would you stop fishing on Lake
Erie ?-A. 1 would not stop all fishing there.

Q. low do you account for the loss of fish?-A. I blame pound-nets to a cer-
tain extent, because allowed to fish too small a mesh net.

Q. Would a pound-net begin to destroy a fishery in one year ?-A. It would take
a few yeais to do so.

Q. How many pound-nets on the Canadian side of Lake Erie 13 years ago ?-
A. I do not know anything about that.

Q. Do you know how many there are now?-A. I heard to-day about 200 on
the north shore.

Q. Do whitefish run into Detroit River to spawn ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. And the time to catch them was when they were spawning ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. How close were nets together on Detroit River 13 years ago ?-A. Pretty

close, some places there was room for more, some places there was not.
Q. What was the average number of nets per mile ?-A. At one portion about

seven nets in one mile, that was about the thickest, ail are not so thick on the
opposite shore, probably there would be two in one mile more on the Canadian
shore; same sized nets, same build on both sides.

Q. Did it ever occur to you that fish in Lake Erie feed on each other ?-A. Yes,
sir; whitefish and herring do not; pike and blue pickerel feed on other fish.

Q. When you catch the finer class of fish such as whitefish and herring, and
leave those behind that feed upon them, does not that account for their disappear-
ance ?-A. I do not think that makes much difference, man makes more difference
than fish in reducing the quantities of the better kinds.

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. You say you caught about 9,000 fish after starting on the permit in about 14
days with six seines; were the fish from ail these seines used for getting eggs for the
hatchery ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. fow many men were engaged with the seines ?-A. About 50 men at the
rate of 80 cents a day. We caught and supplied the eggs and lost $400.

Mr. CHARLES GAUTHIER sworn:

Mr. WILMOT.- -Mr. Gauthier requests to be allowed to read a paper and then be
examined and re-examined upon it.

Mr. HARRs.-I will not admit that, for we have to go ail over again and we
may have to submit to it over and over. Examine no witness except as all others
have been.

Mr- WILMo.-.Suppose we take the written document and then go on aud ex-
amine him.

Mr. HARRIS.-He can do anything he likes with it, he can mail it to us or to
the press.

Mr. Solicitor CLEARY, (was permitted to offer a question for Mr. Gauthier.)-
We offer it to you now, it does not bar yon from asking the questions you have.

Mr. HARRis.-I do not want any help; my duties are told me in the case in
which I have got.

Mr. CLEARY.-Mr. Gauthier has a letter from the Deputy of this Commission
which might be valuable.

Mr. WILMo.-It would be better sent to Mr. Smith, the Deputy Minister.
Mr. CLEARY.-YOU could examine the statements and cross-examin)- and ask

your own questions; we thought it would save time.
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Mr. WILMo.-We can take the paper as a letter, but cannot take it as evidence.
Mr. Harris will put an elastic around it.

Mr. CLEARY.-YOU can read it at your leisure.
Nir. WILMo.-Suppose he reads the paper; it will not bo taken down as evi-

dence.
Mr. HARRIs.-.I have very strong objections to tho paper being .read; we are

not appointed to hear any evidence only on certain points, proper size of mesh and
proper close season-those subjects more particularly.

Mr. CLEARY.--YOU are to take such information as will be good for the Commis-
sion.

Mr. IARRIS.-We are q1ite competent to examine Mr. Gauthier without any
prompting or any help whatever.

Mr. CLEARY.-May not a man prepare a paper whose memory might be defective ?
Mr. WILMOT.-WO will take the document if he gives or mails it to us, but we

cannot take it as evidence; we examine him as we have all other men, we will take
this in, but we cannot take it as evidence.

Mr. CLEARY.-YOU can cross-examine him.
Mr. WILMOT (looking over the paper).-Some of these things are impossible to

swear to.
Mr. CLEARY.-1e will stand the results.
Mr. WirMoT.-We do not want to be placed in the unpleasant position of prov-

ing any wrong act against hini. Do you give us this for our information.
Mr. GAUTHIER.--l send it in for you to keep and take down and then want the

paper back.
Mr. HARRIS.-Go on with the examination with Mr. Gauthier the same as with

all other witnesses.

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Your residence?-A. Windsor, Ont.
Q. Occupation ?-A. Fisherman.
Q. Are you actually engaged as a fisherman now ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Nationality ?-A. Canadian.
Q. What kind of fishery do you carry on ?-A. Have been engaged in catching

whitetish, trout, sturgeon, pickerel, herring, perch and other lake and river fishes.
Q. When ?-A. For a large anumber ot years; commenced on the Detroit River;

fished about 25 years ago, up to 1889 without any trouble as to close seasons, on Lakes
Erie, St. Clair, and Huron part of the above number of years. Also fishod in Lake
Winnipeg, also did fish business in New Brunswick, British Columbia, having proba-
bly taken as many hard fish as any other fisherman or fish dealer in Ontario, and at
times have employed from 250 to 300 men in fishing and work connected with fish-
eries. During this time I studied the fishing industry, habits of fish and spawning
season,

Q. What description of nets did you use?-A. Seines, pound-nets, gill-nets.
Have fished fike-nets.

Q. What size mesh did you use in these nets ?-A. Various sizes.
Q. In pound-nets ?-A. Later ycars in Lake Huron, three sides of the net,

4-inch mesh, back 3'. but that will allow herring all to escape in Lake Erie. When
I fished we used meshes of 2 to 2½ inches, hearts and tunnels, 4½ to 5 inches, leaders,
6 to 7 inches.

Q. In gill-nets ?-A. I principally used for trout fishing 5 to 5J inches, for
whitefish fisbing, gill-nets 4î to 5 inches.

Q. What about seines ?-A. For perch and herring in Detroit River, mesh about
2-inch extension, and for whitefish, 3J to 4 inches.

Q. For sturgeon?-A. Have caught sturgeon in pound-nets and seines; set a
few gill-nets for sturgeon, with mesh 10 and 1l-inch : these wero only for experiment.

Q. Do small fish pass through pound-nets ?-A. A 4-inch mesh in pot of' pound-
net will allow a 2-pound fish to escape which is a marketable fish. This was used
in Lake Huron for catching whitefish, salmion-trout and such other fish as come into
the nets.
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Q. In Lake Erie your nets were 2-inch extension, how small flsh will pass
through 2-ineh mesh ?-A. Fish from 4 Io - pound will pass through mesh 2 to 2j-
inch extension measure.

Q. What fish do you mean when you say that?-A. These will be pike, perch,
small herring, small whitefish and small pickerel.

Q. In your observations of twenty-five years in what months are these market-
able fish in best condition ?-A. Salmon-trout, from early spring to the 15th of
October.

Q. When during that time are they in best condition ?-A. In the spring.
Q. When are whitefish best ?-A. In best condition from spring to November

lOth, on Lake Huron; in Lake Erie would be till Noveruber 1st; after this period in
both cases fish are preparing to spawn or migrating to their spawning grounds.

Q. When are herring in best condition ?-A. Saine as salmon-trout and white-
fish.

Q. With regard to coarse fish, sturgeon ?-A. Not much difference with
sturgeon, I believe they spawn the whole year round. They are in good condition
except from the 15th of June to the 1st of July, at which time the majority of these
fish spawn.

Q. Pickerel or doré ?-A. Botter after the 1st of May, and romain so until the
1st of April following.

Q. Do you catch maskinongé or pike?-A. A few, they are in best condition
after the Tst of May until the end of the season.

Q. Do you do anything with the mudcats?-A. No, sir.
Q. When are bass in best condition ?-A. From 15th of June to the end of the

season. I am not fully acquainted with these fish. Bass should not be allowed to be
taken·with nets, but should be allowed to be taken the year round with rod and line.
I have not taken during ail my fishing exceeding one ton of bass. I did buy at one
time about two tons of bass t7aught in Mitchell's Bay, in May or June, some years
ago. I purchased other large quantities at other times by my agents at Mitchell's
Bay, as early as April.

Q. Do you know anything about bass fishing at Pelee Island ?-A. I am not
acquainted with it, but it is said bass enter pound-nets and go out again.

Q. When are perch in best condition ?-A. Perch and sauger pickerel or sand
pike are in best condition after the 15th of April.

Q. Where did you generally market your fish?-A. In the United States; a
few in Canada.

Q. Could you give us the average price of whitefish?-A. The average whole-
sale price for whitefish and trout would be about 6 cents per pound at Detroit during
summer and fall.

Q. What are herring?-A. Dnring summer and fall about 2 cents, and in the
winter 3 cents at the same market.

Q. How do prices bear in Canada with regard to prices in the United States?
A. Generally speaking, we had to sell our fish for less in Canada than ii the United
States, and it is bard to make sales in Canada.

Q. Give the price of sturgeon ?-A. During summer and tall now about 6 cents
a pqund for dressed sturgeon.

Q. What is the ordinary weight of your sturgoon?-A. From 16 to 20 pounds
when dressed, that is, Lake Huron sturgeon; Lake Erie fish are larger.

Q. What would be the whole weight of that sturgeon ?-A. The ordinary length
of sturgeon in Lake Huron would be about 5 feet, and would weigh from 30 to 50
pounds.

Q. Have you been engaged in the collection of eggs for caviare ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. How much would you get from a forty-pound sturgeon?-A. Forty-pound

sturgeon will give from 6 to 12 pounds of caviare, but it is only one out of 10 or 15
sturgeon that will give eggs except from 15th of June to the Tst of July.

Q. When do you believe that salmon-trout are principally engaged in spawning ?
-A. There are several kinds of trout; the kind known as salmon-trout, from the
27th of October·to 15th of November.
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Q. When do whitefish spawn ?-A. In Lake Huron they spawn about 18th
November to 20th December. In Lako Erie and Detroit River, 15th of November
to the 25th of November on the average, but very few spawn before and after.
Some seasons they vary a little, according to circumstances.

Q. lerring, when ?-A. They spawn in Detroit River about the same time as
whitetish; in Lake Huron a littie later.

Q. Pickerel, when ?-A. From 15th of April to May lst, depending upon locality.
Q. What about maskinongé and pike?-A.'Spawn in the spring.
Q. Bass ?-A. Spawn in spring; would say May and June.
Q. When is it most dargerous or difficult to carry on your fishery ?-A. Late

in fali, in the latter part of November and December.
Q. Have you lost more nets from storms during November and December than

at other times?-A. Fishermen lose more nets from storms from the 20th of
November and during December, but not so much during October.

Q. Have you any knowledge of large quantities of immature fish being caught
and thrown away as unmarketable?-A. Immature fish have not been caught and
thrown away by me. I lifted pound-nets with 3½ and 4-inch mesh with thousands
of young herring in, but nearly all of them went through the net. If you have the
mesh of pound-nets too large, a great many herring wifi get gilled in it, whereas if
the mesh were 2-inch, it will catch young fish. The fishermen might turn the
young fish out, if they chose; some would be gilled in the act of putting them out.

Q. Have you any knowledge of large quantities of small fish being caught and
thrown avay?-A. Never.

Q. Did you never write that to the department, that large quantities were
thrown away?-A. No; I have seen small whitefish caught at Erie in small mesh
gill-nets; was informed they were caught in gill-nets; saw 400 or 500 pounds. This
was during one time I was there. These small whitefish are principally caught
east of Port Dover.

Q. Do you know of any other kind of fi.sh besides small whitefish being caught
and thrown away?-A. I do not know of any except suckers and mullets.

Q. What about the Sunday close time?-A. It is utter folly and foolishness,
no lake fisherman can keep it, any evil-disposed person can come alopg and unjustly
put him in troublo.

Q. Do you know anything about Americans fishing in our waters?-A. I do
not know about that only by report that fishermen from Detour crossed over into
North Channel, Georgian Bay, and fished there daring close season. Do not know
this to have been done in Lake Erie.

Q. Do you think it wise to protect fish by close seasons ?-A. One general long
close season should be established, the time to be from November 20th to April
20th, outside of that no black bass to be caught in nets of any description.

Mr. Gauthier wishcs to make a statement giving his reasons; Mr. Harris says,
"Take it down"; Mr. Wilmot does not agree but gives way.

My reasons are, the tish killed in the month of December, January, February,
or Maich, would be dead fish ; the spawn of that fish would be lost in the lake, just
the same as if it bad been killed the day before it spawned, because fish live many
years.

Next, it would be a great benefit to fishermen ; they would have no great
variety of close seasons interlering one with the other, so that at nearly all times
of the fihing season the men are liable to be compliained of for violation of close
season, and nets confiscated and other penalties.

Another good reason is, the tish would be more valiable on the average"price,
because the fish dealer would preserve the surplus fish to be sold during the winter
months, by distributing the total catch of ail tisheries, in that way the average value
of the fish would be increased. Commencing on the 20th of November, the spawn-
ing time of whitefish in Lake Iuron, and Georgian Bay, and Lake Superior, would
be covered about as well as at the present time. The spawningtime for whitefish in
Lake Erie commences about the 18th or 20th of November ; in Detroit River they
commence to spawn a little earlier, but the month of November is the only time
that whitefish can be caught in Detroit River, in sufficient quantities to pay for
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fishing them, and bas been so for a nu mber of years. For thirteen years from the
year 1876 to 1889, the close season for whitefish in Detroit River was suspended,
and several ministers, I think Mr. Pope, Mr. MeLelan and Mr. Foster, woild not
enforce that close season in Detroit River, because it was unreasonable. Whitefish
in Detroit River cannot be caught here in sufficient quantities to pay expenses
before about October 25th, leaving only five or six days, which would not pay any
fisherman to purchase his fishing outfit and go to the expense of getting ready.

Salnon-trout, and other trout in Lake Superior, Huron and Georgian Bay, are
a fish that can never be caught out with nets so as to deplete the lakes altogethber.
Whenever the fish have been caught out in any quantity in one localitv the fisher-
men move from one station to another to fish. Lake Huron is at places over eighty
miles wide, there are shoals in the middle ofthe lake extending nany miles, and are
scarcely as yet fished on. Take Sandbeach and Oscoda. on the Anierican side, the
American fishermen this year made splendid fishing for salmon-trout, and salmon-
trout are a fish that are mostly caught with gill-nets. Gill-nets when set in the lake
are not over from six to ton feet, on the average ; the salmon-trout at certain seasons of
the summer swim high in the water, and come to the surface of the lake when the fish-
ermen cannot catch them. except a few; they come to the surface of the lake for
herring, grasshoppers and other insects that float in the water. Gill-nets are set in
the winter months, fishing for whitefish in Lakes Superior, Huron and Georgian
Bay; these nets at times are not lifted for many days, the fish are caught, and when
the nets are raised the cold weather of the winter freezes the fish solid. They are
generally there on the ice where there is snow, and a great portion of these are not
fit for the market, but cannot be detected until thawed out. They greatly injure
the market price of good tish caught in summer months and preserved for winter
sale. At Port Arthur, on Lake Superior, whitefish caught at that point will not
command over one-half the price of the vhitefish of Lake Erie, when they are sold
in the markets in the winter months. It injures all of our fishermen and fish
dealers, as they sell these fish at low price8 to get rid of them. Salmon-trout when
caught in these gill-nets, in the winter nonths, and lifted out of the water, soon
become hard, the fisherman may be miles from his fishingshanty, and before he can
dress them they are so hard he cannot do it, the result being that the gall of
the fish, and the large quant'ity of small fish which it contains at times soon rots the
fish inside, and that albo injures the sale of'fish caught during the summer and fall
months. I have known both of these, from my own experience in handling fish.
I consider the winter flishing destrucýtive and wasteful, aid not profitable; the only
way whitefish can be caught during winter, is gill-nets under the ice. I believe that
winter fishing is carried on in some localities for black bass, mullets and pickerel,
notably too in the River Thames ; I think in Mitchell's Bay, for black bass towards
spring, and many other places. Black bass in winter months is dormant, and should
not be caught in nets at any time of the year, in my opinion.

In Lake Superior trout are very plentiful, and not many fishermen on that lake
so far ; if trout became a little less in Lake Huron, the fishermen would obtain a
higher price for them, while the close season for trout would commence on the 20th
November, it is now commencing on the lst of November, a difference of twonty
days. As the trout spawn from the 1st to the 15h or 16th oflNovenber, the average
benefits of close season in the case of the whitefish and increased price of fish would
far more than counterbalance the few days' difference in trout tishing, while I do
not think tròut can be exterminated by nets out of Lakes Huron and Superior.

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. What time do you set your nets in spring ?-A. In Detroit River we com-
menced for whitefish fornerly 10th of October, but lately the 25th or 27th of Octo-
ber, but very few fish are caught in Detroit River befure the 1st of November.
Comparatively there were none to be caught before the 10th of October.

Q. What did the whitefish come up the Detroit River for ?-A.- To spawn.
Q. Were they not taken at any other time ?-A. No, sir.
Q. When would the whitefish fishing cease ?-A. The end of November-the

bulk of it was in the middle of November.
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Q. Would that be the principal spawning time, then ?-A. From the 15th to the
20th of November, spawning would be pretty much'over by the 20th of November.

Q. If fishing was carried on principally during the month of November, it
would be principally during spawning time, would it not ?-A. Certainly.

By Mr. Harris :

Q. When did you first hear of this Commission being appointed by the Govern-
ment ?-A. Noticed it in the paper.

Q. How long ago?-A. In fact Mr. Wilmot's son told me about it a month ago.
Q. Was there any conceutrated action of fishermen in this locality?-A. No,

sir. I tried to induce a few of the old fishermen to corne and give their evidence, but
I am sure there are about fifty or more who would have likoil to have given, their
evidence agreeing with the evidence given yesterday.

Q. When does the run of whitefish and herring first appear in the river ?-A.
The first run formerly came on the 15th or 20th of October; the second run about
the lst of November.

Q. Any whitefish caught in Lake St. Clair ?-A. Not very many.
Q. What year did you fish in it ?-A. Several years with pound-nets.
Q. Are you fishing with potind-nets there now ?-A. Not to-day.
Q. How far back docs your knowledge of Lake St. Clair whitefish go ?-A. Ten

or fifteen years.
Q. Has there been an increase or decrease of whitefish ?-A. I think a decrease.
Q. Have you any figures ?-The largest catch ont of two or three pound-nets

would be about 400 or 500 fish.
Q. Have blue pickerel always been part of the catch ?-A. No. I caught some

down in Lake Erie tirst; they do not run up this river; that was about five years
ago; do not think there are any, only stray ones in Lake St. Clair.

Q. Do you thinkthe destruction of fish in pound-nets is g'reatly exaggerated ?-
A. I do.

Q. By a general law for close seasons did you mean statutory law or Order in
Council ?-A. The same as it is now, fishery regulations for the province of Ontario.

Q. You say no black bass should be caught in nets ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Do you regard black bass as a good table fish ?-A. I do.
Q. One in demand by the public ?-A. Certainly.
Q. For which they pay good prices ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. In commercial fishing is it necessary to distribute the varions fish caught

inland to make it remunerative?-A. It is.
Q. If black bass are not caught in nets, how are the general public in the interior

of Canada to get them ?-A. If the public were permitted to catch them with rod
and line at any time, they would have a proper chance to catch them.

Q. Do you want the whole comimunity to turn fishermen and catch black bass ?
-A. Some who caught with rod and line might sell some. If not caught with rod
and lino they would become more numerous.

Q. Do black bass pound easily ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Do they usually get out ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Under any circumstances then not many are caught in nets ?-A. Principally

in seines.
Q. Do you consider seine fishing a destructive mode of fishing ?-A. Not more

than other kinds of nets, generally s peaking.
Q. Where would you consider them most destructive ?-A. If drawn in small

ponds, or bays or small rivers.
Q. What fish would they catch there ?-A. It depends upon locality.
Q. Herring or whitefish ?-A. No, sir.
Q. The places where seines would not be destructive would be in rivers and

places where herring and whitefish spawn ?-A. In large rivers they would be des.
tructive, but the fish would have a good chance to escape. In large rivers you get a
certain percentage: you get a baul; it takes some time to make another haul.

Q. You have had considerable experience fishing in Lake Huron ?-A. Yes, sir.
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Q. What system is the least injurious in that lake, what tends to :exhaust the
fish the least ?-A. Pound-netswould not catch many salmon-trout, pound-net fishing
is the best mode to catch the fish in Lake luron-they would catch whitefish, herring
and salmon-trout.

Q. What do you regard as the most destructive mode ?-A. Gill-nets.
Q. Are there any blue pickerel in Lake Huron ?-A. Never noticed any.
Q. Are they in great abundance in Lake Erie ?-A. I think so. _ l
Q. Are they very destructive to small fish iTn the lake ?-A. I -haveino doubt

that they are. - WTff 0wr'T
Q. Do they go about in shoals?-A. I think they do, different from the hard

pike.
Q. If they go about in shoals naturally they frequent deep water ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Hard pike hugs the shore?-A. He runs in marshes.

Meeting adjourned sine die.

No. 5.-SARNIA.

Evidence of MARQUIS A. HITCHCOCK, of Sarnia, taken before Fishery Com-
missioners Wilmot and Harris at Ottawa, 1st March, 1893.

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. What is your occupation?-A. Fisherman for 35 years, and a Canadian by
birth.

Q.,What description of fish have you principally caught during that time ?-A.
Herring, pickerel and sturgeon.

Q. What description of net have you used ?-A. Seines altogether. The seine
mesh would be 1 inch bar measure, and the wings would be from 1i to 2 inches.

Q. Have you ever fished with pound-nets, fike-nets or gill-nets ?-A. No.
Q. What locality have you principally fished in ?-A. Right in the mouth of

the River St. Clair; we did not go into the lake. The river is about 300 yards wide,
and we fish about one-third of that distance out.

Q. What description of twine do you use as to size ?-A. We use Nos. 9 and 12
thread principally all the time.

Q. How much would a net of 1 inch bar measure shrink when put in the water
and used ?-A. Our nets do not shrink; they are cotton, and we do not tar them;
we put them through hemlock tan. When made of cotton twine the net is inclined
to extend rather than contract. With linen twine or thread I could not tell, I never
used it.

Q. Are there many seines fishing in your neighbourhood ?-A. There are about
four or five above me; and below, down the St. Clair, for a distance of 20 or 30
miles, there are probably a dozen or fifteen more.

Q. Are the seines used of the same description as yours ?-A. Those used in the
river are pretty much the same;.those used in the lake are larger in the mesh, the
wings are larger. They go up as high as 2 to 3-inch mesh for the wings.

Q. Wbat season of the year do you fish principally?-A. Spring and fail.
Q. When you say spring, what do you mean ?-A. From the middle of May till

the mniddle of July.
Q. What kind of flsh do you catch during that timo ?-A. Pickerel and sturgeon.
Q. When do you commence fishing again after the middle of July ?-A. About

the middil of September and we hang on titi it freezes up.
Q. What kind of fish do you catch in the falt ?-A. Principally ail herring.
Q. Do you catch any whitefish at ail ?-A. No. In former years we caught a few.
Q, Is it the exception now to catch whitefish in your nets ?-A. Yes. We

caught only three last fall.
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Q. What sort of fish do they catch on the American side, which you say is about
300 yards across ?-A. The same as we do, and their nets are about the same size.

Q. Do you say you commenced fishing in the fail in the middle of September,
and fish on until frozen up ?-A. Yes, until about the lst December.

Q. Thon did you fish right through the month of November?-A. We quit last
season, it was the first time we had a close season.

Q. Thon previous to 1892, did you fish until the winter set in ?-A. Yes; no close
season was observed by anybody with the nets above or below.

Q. Do you ever catch any salmon-trout there ?-A. An odd one.
Q. How is it you only catch pickerel from the middle of May till the middle of

July ? Are pickerel not on these grounds at any other tirme of the year ?-A. No.
Q. What do you think they come there at that time for ?-A. I could not tell.

It is their habit to cone there. I don't think they come tiere to spawn, but they
must spawn along about the middle of April or 1st of May and we do not catch them
there at any time of the year except the spring months.

Q. Where do they appear to come from ?-A. The spring pickerel drop down
out of Lake Huron for the first two or three weeks; then we get pickerel that come
up, I think, from Lake St. Clair.

Q. Do you think they come down into Lake St. Clair and St. Clair River for
spawning purposes, as well as on the beach of Lake Huron ?-A. They possibly may.

Q. Are the pickerel free from spawn in the latter part of June and in July ?-
A. Yes, there is no spawn at ail in them thon, but when we catch ther when they
first come down, they are full of spawn.

Q. Then the inference to be drawn is that they come down to spawn. and go back
empty of spawn ?-A. Exactly.

Q. So that the spawni.ng time would be between April and July ?-A. I notice
that the spawn is nearly ail gone by the middle of May; they spawn from middle
of April to middle of May.

Q. With regard to the herring, do they come down from the lake in the same
manner in the fail as the pickerel come down in the spring ?-A. Yes.

Q: Do they pass down into St. Clair Lake and River ?-A. I do not think they
go down as far as Lake St. Clair.

Q. When they corne down in September, are they laden with spawn ?-A. No,
but they are full of spawn, the latter part of October.

Q. Do they return in the same manner as the pickerel do ?-A. Very much the
sane.

Q. When they return is there any spawn in them?-A. No.
Q. Do they spawn out during September and October ?-A. They are not ripe

to spawn then, not until November and Decomber, they are empty some of them.
Q. So that the latter part of October and November would be the time when

there are most eggs in them ?-A. In November the eggs are ripest.
Q. What is the usual size of the pickerel that you catch in the spring of the

year ?-A. From 1 to 4 or 5 pounds, they are the yellow pickerel, or doré, we don't
catch blue pickerel at ail.

Q. As an old fisherman, what do you think of the blue pickerel, as to character
and quality ?--A. I could not give an idea; I only saw a few of then.

Q. What is your estimate with regard to the yellow pickerel or doré?-A. It
is one of the best hard fish. We get from 3 to 3½ cents a pound, just as caught, not
cleaned.

Q. Do you catch many sturgeon ?-A. Not many these last few years; they
have almost left us, they were plentiful some years ago. In the mouth of the river
we would get in one haul 10 or 15 sturgeon. That would be a pretty good haul.
Now we get one or two or three.

Q. What do you suppose is the reason of the falling off of the sturgeon ?-A. L
claim that the pound-nets have caused this falling off.

Q. What is the common acceptation amongst fishermen as to the time when
sturgeon eggs are ri est ?-A. July, I think, would be the time.

Q. What is th value of a sturgeon ?-A. They are worth about $1, and their
average size, about 4 feet long; there are not many caught under 3 feet. A 3-foot
sturgeon is saleable, but we get only half-price for it.
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Q. Do you elean the sturgeon at all ?-A. We don't open them at all; I have
seen them cleaned, though. i don't know that a 3-foot sturgeon would have spawn
in it, but a 4-foot sturgeon would be mature enough to lay eggs.

Q. What is the value of the herring you catch ?-A. We sell about 100 barrels,
or 75 barrels, at 3j cents a pound.

Q. What is the comparative difference between the catch of herring made the
last year or two, and what you caught ten or twelve years ago ?-A. There are very
few herring caught now at all; some years ago there was a very good catch.

Q. What would you call a good catch of herring, say ten or twelve years ago ?
-A. About 15 or 20 thousand a day.

Q. Iow much was your average catch for the last year or two ?-A. Last fall
we caught about 30,000 the whole season through. In former years from 15 to 20
thousand each man.

Q. What do you think is the cause of this falling off?-A. I must claim that
the pound-.nets are the cause from the beginning to the end. From the time they
began to put in pound-nets our herring began to leave us.

Q. low long since the first pound-nets were put in ?-A. Four or five years
ago. Lang and Selkirk put in the first nets.

Q. What quantity of pickerel do you catch as a rule in the spring months ?-
A. About five or six hundred pounds; three to five hundred pounds is 24 hours'
work.

Q. What would be the catch 10 or 12 years ago ?-A. Three times that.
Q. Then there is a great falling off in pickerel ?-A. Yes.
Q. Do you attribute that to the pound-nets also ?-A. Yes; they get them.
Q. Do you catch many ismall pickerel with your 1i inch bar-nets?-A. Not

many; we throw them back.
Q. Did you formerly catch many?-A. No. Thete is not a great many of what

vou would cali under-size or immature pickerel caught; the smallest size we gener-
ally catch for sale is 1 pound. Any under that size are generally thrown back,
because they are not salcable.

Q. With regard to herring, do you fisli for them with the same net as you fish
for pickerel ?-A. It is pretty much the same, only the wings are a little smaller.

Q. Taking the average size of herring. are there any a pound in weight ?-A.
Few; as a rule they go from ¾ to î of a pound.

Q. Where do you market your fish principally ?-A. In the United States.
Pickerel and sturgeon we sell at Port Huron, on the American side. Herring are
all disposed of in Canada.

Q. Are you aware that there is a close season for the protection of both pickerel
and berring ?-A. Yes. I believe in close scasons.

Q. Were whitefish plentiful in bygone days ?-A. Some years ago they came in
large quantities. They were all caught with seine. There were not many
people seining at that time, only about three at that one point.

Q. What would be considered a fairly-good haul for the season ?-A. Probably
two or three hundred barrele, for one seine caught along in the fall in October and
November.

Q. Are there any caught there now at all ?-A. Not the last few years, fishing
for whitefish is perfectly done. None of the fishermen consider that any more
whitefish arc to be caught.

Q. What is your idea with regard to the cause of the falling off of the white-
fish ?-A. I do not know, unless tbey migrate over to the American side. It is a
fact within my knowledge that where whitefish were plentiful many years ago, now
there are noue. As to salmon-trout there was not any quantity, nothing to speak
of. The principal trout fishing is over on the American side.

Q. Have you studied the question of artificial breeding? With regard to the
increasing of the batcheries ?-A. I have notstudied it, but i think it wourd be very
beneficial, both in the interests of the fisheries and fishermen. I wish we had a
hatchery at Point Edward, or in that ieighbourhood.

Q. Do you hold an important fishery at the mouth of the river ?-A, It is not
very important now, although I have paid for it, $500 a year for about five years.
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Five years ago it was a fair business, then we hadno reason to grumble, but it is not
profitable now, we are not making a cent. It has been falling off the last three
or four years. The bottom of the fishery has fallen out and while it was worth $500
a year, five or six or seven years ago, it is not worth that now.

Q. What description of boat do you fish with ?-A. An ordinary row-boat, flat
bottom.

Q. What is your view with regard to setting aside grounds that you know to
be actual spawning grounds?-A. Where fish are in the.habit of coming to spawn it
should be set aside for them.

Q. Are there any coarse fi4i of any consequence caught in your nets, pike, bass,
maskinongé, or catfish ?-A. We catch no pike or bass; once in a while we get a
rmaskinongé, but hardly any catfish, but there are lots of suckers. They are light-
coloured suckers. A large quantity of these are caught in the month of June. We
throw th9m back into the river, as they are worthless; we cannot get anything for
them. They remain during the season just for a few weeks.

Q. What is the nature of the bottom where you haul your seine ?-A. Gravel
bottom; coarse gravel, from the size of a goose egg to the size of your fist.

Q. Do you consider that a good ground for eggs to be deposited for hatching
purposes ?-A. The eggs would not stay there. The current would carry them off.

Q. Which is the most valuable tish, herring or pickerel ?-A. Herring used to
be most profitable, but latterly the pickorel is botter; but both have fallen off almost
down to the bottom.

Q. Have you any suggestions you would like to make yourself with regard to
these fisheries ?-A. I claim that the pound-nets have been most destructive. I
claim for Lake Huron that seining bas not been the cause ot' the falling off in the
fisheries. There are about four nets between me and Blue Point. Altogether, on
our side, there are about five nets included within a distance of 12 miles, and on the
American side opposite us there are a number of pound-nets, but there is noseining
at ail, except in the immediate neighbourhood, and they catch pretty much the same
number of fish that we do.

Q. How many pound-nets are thore along the American shore within 12 miles ?
-A. Twenty or thirty, and they catch more fish with these pound-nets than we do
with our seines, about double.

Q. Has the catch of the Americans fallen off in the same ratio during the last
10 or 12,years as on the Canadian side?-A. To some extent it bas.

Q. Do they catch whitefish and ail other kinds of fish in the pound-nets?-A.
I canrnot say as to whitefish, but they catch pickerel, herring and sturgeon. The
siže mesh these pound-nets have is 1¼-inch, and takes everything.

Q. In your knowledge of the matter, are there many small fish destroyed ?-A.
They catch everything-sell everything. We throw away the small fish we catch,
when they sell theirs. We don't believo in keeping them.

Q. Faultfinding is generally expressed by the tishermen on our side that the
Americans catch ail the fish and we get hardly any, how is this ?-A. The Americans
catch the majority. They catch a good many more than we do. They don't catch
four or five times as many as our seines do, but they catch about double.

Q. Will 20 pound-nets about double the catch of five seines?-A. Yes, about
that.

Q. Do they keep a close season on the American side ?-A. No; but I have
beard it is contemplated in the State of Michigan to establish a close season.

Q. Have you any other suggestion to make ?-A. I have often felt it pretty
hard on us to observe a close season, when right across the river they can fish right
along. We pay enormous licenses; they pay nothing. Then again in the fall of
the year, we have a close season and they have none.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. Do you run your own boat, or have you a foreman ?-A. I have a foreman

who runs it, and give him $30 a month or a little more, perhaps $5 a month nore.
Q. Do you know the localities, north and south, up the lake and down the river

from where you fish pretty well ?-A. Pretty well for twelve miles on both sides.
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Q. Do you think it would be good policy on the part of the Government to
reduce the number of nets', and lot the fish increase ?-A. Well, I don't know, but I
think if the pound-nets were abolished, the fish would increase, but I don't think
abolishing the seines would increase the fish. I don't believe that by cutting off
sorne of the seining grournds it would increase the fish.

Q. If the present fishing goes on, and the license fee is reduced, how long do you
think it will take to wind up the fishery ?-A. My opinion is that seining would
never wind it up.

Q. Then a tew of you would monopolize the whole fishery ?-A. If every one
fished legally, and did not fish on Sundays, the fish would increase. Gill-nets don't
interfere wvith our fishing much; there is a good deal of Sunday fishing going on.

Q. Iow near is the nearest pound-nbt ?-A. Twelve or thirteen miles off. It is
put in the water about the 1st*of May and taken out about lst of November. The
law says they should be lifted on Sundays, but they are not.

Q. When do you commence fishing ?-A. 15th May.
Q. A re there plenty of fish there ?-A. Not many now.
Q. When do the fish begin to go north ? Is it after they have done spawning

they go u) into the lake ?-A. They drop down into the river first, and then return
again. and work out into the lake.

Q. Then is it not your seine fishing that interferes with the pound-nets ?-A.
No, sir. We catch what fish there is on this side of the pound-nets; after that none.
They caich ail the fish above us. They stop the fish from coming down.

Q. When do the tish begin to run down the lake into the river ?-A. About the
lst of April.

Q. And you say the pound-nets are not set out until the 1st of May ?-A. The
15th of May.

Q. Then how can they interfère with your seine fishing ?-A. Of course, they
come down about the month of April. But the pound-nets are not set out then.
After the 15th of May they are.

Q. Is not the cream of the fishing done then ?-A. No, sir, our best fishing was
always in the nonth of July.

Q. Do the fish continue to run down until July ?-A. No, sir, the run of pickerel
stops about the last of July, that is, coming up the river from St. Clair.

Q. But does the great run of pickerel corne from Lake St. Clair up the river to
where you are ?-A. Yes, in the month of July, and the pound-nets are nearly all up
on Lake Huron thon.

Q. Do you know anything about the American Fish Companies opposite you ?
Do they ever corne over to fish within three miles of our coast ?-A. They come
within 10 or 15 miles to fish with gill-nets. They have no close season; they fishon
their own shore all through November.

Q. Are there a good many pickerel caught at Blue Point ?-A. Yes, a good
many from pound-nets there.

Q. What is the size of a No. 1 pickerel ?-A. 1½ pound, or 1¼, and the
size mesh we catch that fish with is 1-inch bar measure. I think that a proper
size; I would sanction that.

Q. What sort of a contract do you make for the sale of your fish ?-A. Some-
times I make a contract, and sometimes do not.

Q. Have you ever made one to seli all the fish you caught, large and small ?-A.
No.

Q. Did you ever hear of any one doing that ?-A. I don't know of it being
practised on our side.

Q. What proportion of No. 1 and No. 2 salmon-trout do you catch ?-A. There
is quite a difference. More No. 1; we call No. 2 anything under a pound.

Q. What season are the little pickerel caught?-A. About the month of June, I
think; the latter part of June and July.

Q. Do the farmers ever come around the fisheries to buy up the small fish ?-
A. Not with us. Some years ago, at Au Sable, when there was a large quantity of
fish caught, some were sold to farmers.

Q. Is a No. 2 pickerel worth as much as a No. 1 ?-A. A No. 2 is worth only
half of what a No. 1 is worth.
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JOHN LANG, of Port Huron, was examined by Commissioners Wilmot and
Ha rris, at Detroit on 22nd December, 1892.

JOHN LANG duly sworn:-Residence-Port Huron, a fish dealer and fisher-
man for about eight years-a Canadian by birth-purchases and sells all kinds of
fish and catches them also, the kinds are yellow pickerel, sturgeon, herring, white-
fish and trout-the principal kinds taken are pickerel and sturgeor,.

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. What particular waters doyou fish in ?-A. In Lake Huron on the Canadian
side, about twenty-two miles up the lake from Port Huron to Blue Point. I use
pound-nets in the above waters, but fish with gill-nets off Kettlé Point.

Q. Give me the size of mesh in each kind of net ?-A. The mesh in pound-nets
is 2 uinches in the ' pot," the "tunnels" and "heart" 5 inches, all extension
measure. In the 2¾-inch mesh only No. 1 herring will be taken and smaller
sized than these will all escape; these are immature and may bo called young
herring, not fully grown. This mesh will also let small unmarketable pickerel
through-these herring and' pickerel are immature fish--this mesh will also
let whitefish of half a pound and under pass through, and they will also let
the salmon-trout of one pound and under pass through. The sizes of twino used in
my nets are for the " pot " of the pound-net No. 15 cotton, and " hearts " and
"leader " No. 12. The gill-nets I use are 4ï and 5-inch and 5i-inch for catching
trout at Kettle Point; these fish are cau-.ht as they come on shore about
the latter end of October and very largely in November. These fish go there only
to spawn on the rocky honeycombed bottoms. This spawning ground will cover a
bed of about 10 miles square ; the great rush of fish to this point is as above stated.
Some are caught during the summer months, but in very much less numbers, and
also a very few whitefish and some yellow pickerel are also taken on that shore;
the principal tishery, however, is for salmon-trout. On these spawning grounds the
Americans come with their tugs and nets and men and fish right through our close
season, whilst the Canadians are keeping the close season. This fishing is wholly
in the Canadian waters. This was done this year, and it was done by the Port Huron
Fish Company, who formerly fished with Canadians who got their licenses from the
department. These American Fishing Companies came here this year, claiming
that by instructions from the United States Consul at Sarnia they could fish any-
where beyond three miles from the Canadian shores. This information vas given
to the department at Ottawa, but from delays, either on the part of' the aepartment
or the fishery officer here, these American fishermen fished right through the month
of November. These American fishermen inade a wonderful catch of those spawning
fish and on account of the roughness of the season great quantities of these fish were
thrown away as unmerchantable and many of them rotted in the water. The white-
fish here are of a larger size and will average about 10 pounds dressed woight.
There were about ten tons caught south of. Bayfield in May and June last. They
were caught in pound-nets off the shore about one-half to one mile. These fish at
this season of the year come there for feeding purposes. These fish always come
on the shore along the Au Sable Beach in the spring and in November. Herring
last spring were very large ; in June and July as many as from three to four tons
would be taken out from one "pot" in a pound-net. Pickerel are caught in pound-
nets more at Blue Point-principally from lst April to July. To form an idea of
the average size of these fish, say out of nine or ten thousand there would be only
about 200 that would be No. 2 pickerel-No. 1 pickerel are fish from one pound up
to ten pounds--No. 2, are one pound and under.

Q. What months are fish in their best condition ?-A. The salmon-trout are
good all the while exeept in November when they are spawning-thôy are chuck
full of spawn in October, getting near to maturity. Whitefisli are good fron the
early spring till the spawning time, when they become lean. Pickerel are good at
any time, but not so good at the spawning time as beforo it; herring are good all
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through but not so good at spawning time as at others; sturgeon are as good at one
time as another, because their spawning season appears to be at all times.

Q. Where do you market your fish-at home or in foreign markets ?-A. I
generally market my fish in the United States, none in Canada.

Q. What is the average value of fish of different kinds ?-A. Salmon-trout are
sold at about 5 cents a pound dressed ; whitefish, 6 cents dressed; pickerel, 5 cents
whole; herring, 1 cent; sturgeon of four feet and over $1 each, four feet and
under 50 cents each-two of the smaller are counted as one of the larger.

Q. When are fish ripest to emit their spawn ?-A. Salmon-trout are ripest
during the month of November, and sometimes in the latter part of October. White-
fish are at the height of spawning in November; herring spawn in October also, and
in November-generally they are all spawned out in November. Salmon-trout do
spawn sometimes in the latter part of October. Pickerel spawn generally about the
1st ot May. With the sturgeon the eggs are ripe at all times apparently, but more
aire found matured during June and July, at which time the greatest numbers of
sturgeon are caught and the greatest number of eggs are noticed. At this time
they are caught in most numbers off Blue Point and Bayfield; 4t Point Edward
they are more numerous than anywhere else. They are taken wilh seines, as many
as 200 at a'baul by Weiss Brothers; these tishermen, when the catch of sturgeon is
reduced to thirty or forty, give up the fisbing. This company catches as many as
four or five thousand in the season; these sturgeon will run to an average of about
90 pounds. No tsturgeon under four feet in length should be taken. A 60-pound
sturgeon would give about fifteen pounds of eggs or caviare, the average price of
which would be about 20 cents per pound. These eggs are cured by salting, and
they are put up in easks of about 125 or 130 pounds each, and shipped to the United
States. This company sends their caviare on to Germany. The flesh of the sturgeon
in the United States is worth about 4½ cents a pound. A 60-pound sturgeon will
give only about 25 pounds of meat, dressed, and 15 lbs. of caviare. Messrs. Hitch-
cock, and Weiss Bros., catch their fish principally about three miles above Point
Edward-this is a great seining ground, running along about five miles.

Q. What month do you find most destructive to the nets ?-A. The nets are
most injured in the fall-in September, October and in November.

Q. Do you know of snail immature fish being caught, and in what nets, and are
they thrown away?-A. At Sarnia great slaughter is made with young pickerel,
that is where the principal fishing is carried on, it runs from below Sarnia about
three miles, and also sone tive miles above, all done by seines. The contract made
by the fishermen is to sell all fish they catch, large and small, fish as small as one
quarter of'a pound aie caught, in fhct everything is taken with these seines. This,
however, only applies to the pickerel; in the spring months they will catch tons and
tons of these small No. 2 pickerel, that is one pound and under, and a very few of
No. 1 pickerel are then taken. No. 1 piekerel are one pound and upwards, and No.
2 are one pound downwards. The proportion of No. 2 is four tous of No. 2 to one ton
of No. 1 pickerel. These fish are caught in the early spring down to the 1st of
August. This is a most destructive method and ruinous to the pickerel fishing.
This point is no doubt the greatest pickerel fishing locality in Canada, that is, includ-
ing the St. Clair fishing ailso. Young whitefish, that is small immature ones, are
taken all long in seines and pound-nets in May and June, along from Kettle Point to
Grand Bend; these small whitefish are about the size of herring, some are salted,
and others are sold, some are buried. Farmers will come and give $2 for a haul of
the seine, and sometimes take away a wagon load of these small whitefish, a great
proportion would be very snail tish. These seines will run from 80 to 100 rods,
with meshes in the bag of two inches or one inch square, the " wings " about three
inches extension, depth about twenty feet. Whitefish are the principal fish taken
with these seines. This taking of small fish is most destructive and damaging to
the fisheries,*and should be discontinued and prevented by all means.

Q. Is the Sunday close time observed by taking up the nets from Saturday night
to Sunday morning?-A. This would be perfectly impracticable for pound and guil-
nets, but it could be applied to seines.
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Q. Should protection be given or should close seasons be abolished ?-A. Close
seasons are most desirable and should apply to all parties alike everywhere.

Q. Should certain spawning grounds for fish be set apart and where ?-A. Well-
defined and well-known spawnirg grounds for whitefish should be set aside and no
fishing be allowed there by seines as it destroys the eggs undergoing hatching and
the young fish afterwards, as they are found for some time on these spawning
grounds after hatching out. This same*should apply to pickerel spawning grounds
and should'be prevented from being cart-iod on.

(An old fisherman and fish-dealer present here stated that he had known some
two hundred half-barrels of young whitefish being put on the market salted that
would average not more than one-quarter of a pound when dressed-this was at
Point Edward.)

Examination of Mr. Liang continued:-
Q. Is there any black bass fishing in your neighbourhood ?-A. I don't catch

black bass, but a good many are caught in Lake St. Clair and St. Clair River and at
Mitchell's Bay, and at the latter place as many as two or three tons are brought in
at a time. Some black bass are caught with hook and lino and some with seines;
black bass are not fit to eat in August, they are fill of grubs after their spawning
time and become repulsivo to the sight and for eating.

Q. What do you say about the artificial culture of fish-have you any experi-
ence in the matter ?-A. Fish culture is most beneficial to the fishing .interests and
should bo carried on, but it will be of no avail if the young immature fish produced
from the hatcheries are allowed to be killed before they reach a proper growth. A
hatchery should be established cither at Sarnia or at Goderich.

Q. Which is the most valuable fish in the waters in which you are engaged
fishing ?-A. The pickerel will stand first on account of its hardihood for shipping,
whitefish next, salmon-trout next, sturgeon next, herring next, perch, catfish and
other coarse fish will follow in about the order named.

Q. Which of the different kinds of fish have fallen off mostwithin your memory ?
-A. Whitefish were very plentiful in former years, as many as forty or fifty barrels
in one haul, say five thousand fish, was an ordinary catch. These fish have fallen
off very grealy. Pickerel have fallen off wonderfully during the past four years.
Tho river or large herring weighing about a pound have fallen off entirely, only a
smaller kind are now taken. In former years one company here have salted three
thousand half barrels in two months, besides selling large quantities in the fresh
state. Four years ago I paid this company $160 per day for the catch of one seine
during September; I would not pay them anything now, for the fishing has become
so greatly fallen off. At that time the herring were full of spawn. Pickerel have
fallen off greater during the past four years than during any previous period, the
cause of falling off is the same as with the whitefish, over-fishing, improper fishing,
and the killing of small immature fish. The same cause has reduced the pickerel-
each of these two kinds of fish are caught in less and lesser numbers every year.
Sturgeon have fallen off largely by reason of over-fishing and improper fishing with
seines, particularly about Point Edward.

Q. What description of boat and net do you fish with ?-A. I fish with a tug
70 feet keel and with boats to lift the fish out of the pound-nets, and use about 300
pounds of web; three pounds of the web will make 18 rods of the net, and I require
six men to run the tug.

Q. Are you aware of many fish being lost by -reason of storms and the conse-
quent inability to take the nets up ?-A. Yes; fish are lost in considerable quanti-
ties during storms in the gill-nets, that is, they get drowned and become rotten and
are unfit for food; anything, though, that will stand the bandling by the fishermen
are sent to market, and unless detected by the buyer are sold. Quite a number of
these imperfect tish are salted, but many are sold fresh.

Q. Are you aware that a fishery confurence bas been held recently in the city
of Detroit ?-A. Yes.

Q. Have you read the resolution which they passed in regard to regulating the
fisheries ?-A. Yes.

A. 1893



Ontario Fishery Commission.

Q. Have you read the first resolution. which says: "That all small fish and
others unfit for food of ail kinds, when taken by seines, should be replaced in the
water when taken alive. and that fishermen should not be allowed to take such fish
on shore, or expose them for sale ? "-A. Yes, that is a good resolution, and should
be naintained in both countries.

Q. What do you say about resolution No. 2, which reads, that any string of
pound-nets used in the lakes shall not extend more than fbur miles from shore ?-
A. That is too severe on the fishing; two pounds on a leader are quite sufficient,
and that ail pound nets should be at least two miles apart.

Q. What about resolution No. 3, which says that one-half part of all channels,
or elsewhere, through which fish migrate to spawn, shall be kept free from nets of
all kinds at al seasons ?-A. That resolution is very good for the preservation of
fish, as they are most easily taken in nets when they are travelling to their spawn-
ing grounds, but while on the spawning grounds they are not so easily taken.

Q. What about resolution No. 4, which says that ail whitefish taken of less than
16 inches in length, and ail salmon-trout less than two pounds in weight shall be
immediately returned to the waters when taken, and shall not be exposed for sale
at ail ?-A. This resolution is a good one, but I would prefer the size for the white-
fish to be two pounds, which would he about a 17-inch fish. This would be better
for all parties concerned.

Q. What do you say about iesolution No. 5, which says that the month of
November in each year shall be made a close season for whitefish, herring, salmon
trout or lake trout?-A. This resolution is right for salmon-trout and whitefish,
but I don't think it would do so well for herring, as the latter part of October should
bè the time for herring in Lake Huron.

Q. What do you say about resolution No. 6, which fixes the penalties ?-A.
The resolution is correct and it is perfectly right to inflict the penalties and they
should be enforced.

The witness then made the following suggestions
That sturgeon do not require a close season.
The " pois " in the pound-nets should be of 2¾-inch mesh, as a larger mesh would

gill the fish.
Gill-nets should have a 4¾-inch mesh for salmon-trout, for whitefish the same.
Seines should have a mesh of not less than 3 inches from the 15th of May to the

1st of September-after this a 2¾-inch mesh would do. The 3-inch mesh would suit
pickerel fishing and the 2¾-inch mesh would suit the herring fishing.

Questioned by Mr, Commissioner Harris, witness answered as follows

If these resolutions were thoroughly enforced it would soon regulate the sizes
of mesh by the fishermen themselves-if the above resolutions were carried out it
would be unnecessary to make a law as to the sizes of mesh in pound-nets. The
herring ran about one pound each three years ago-now they have gone down to
almost nothing.

The witness then retired.
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No. 6.-GODERICH.

The meeting was called to order in the town of Goderich, at Il o'clock a. m., of
the 22nd of November, 1892.

Present: Samuel Wilmot, Esq., and E. W. Harris, Esq.; Miss M. Climie, secre-
tary pro tem and stenographer.

The meeting was opened by a short explanation by Mr. Wilmot, the chairman,
as to the object of the Commission, and the following evidence was given:

Captain JOHN CRAIGIE, sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Where do you reside, sir ?-A. In Goderich.
Q. What is your occupation ?-A. Fisherman.
Q. How long engaged as a fisherman ?-A. Well, I have been twenty-one years

at it.
Q. What as to your nationality ?-A. I am a Scotchman.
Q. What kind of fisheries have you been engaged in ?-A. Salmon-trout, white-

fish and herring.
Q. Does your fishery cover bass, maskinongé, or pickerel?-A. No, sir.
Q. Any coarse fish of any kind ?-A. No, sir, we have never been fishing any,

coarse fish.
Q. What particular Waters do you fish in ?-A. Well, we fish for salmon-trout

and whitefish out in the lake not any shallower than ton to twelve fathoms and from
ton to eighty and ninety fathoms sometimes, just according to what part of the lake
we are fishing in.

Q. Have you any special locality fronting any place, or do you take the general
run of the lake, wherever you like to go ?-A. Weil, just wherever we like to go, as
a general ruie.

Q. How far out in the lake do you carry on this fishing ?-A. About halfways
across, that would be about twenty-two miles, and then of course we go north and
south and take say probably fifty miles of a run sometimes.

Q. Do you run out to the middle of the lake, to the boundary line between here
and the United States ?-A. Yes, to the boundary line.

Q. Do you not fish along the shore at all, then ?-A. We do fish along the shore
some, at certain seasons of the year.

Q. Now, what description of net do you fish with ?-A. With gill-nets.
Q. Any other kind ?-A. No.
Q. Gill-nets only ?-A. Only.
Q. What may be the ordinary size of these nets-are they subjqct to the depart-

mental regulations ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What do you usiially fish ?-A. Well, I could not hardly tell you exactly.
Q. Give just a rough estimate ?-A. Something from about twenty to twenty-

four thousand yards.
Q. Twenty to twenty-four thousand yards wili cover the point, will it ?-A.

Well, pretty near about that, I would not swear positively.
Q. What would be the depth of that gill-net when it is set, in feet?-A. Well,

it is about five feet in depth.
Q. Do you use either seines or hoop-nets or what are called fike-nets ?-A. No,

sir, not at ail.
Q. Will you give me the sizes of the meshes you use in your gill-nets ?-A. Yes.

We use 41-inch mesh.
Q. That is extension measure ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you used any other kind, larger or smaller ?-A. No, sir.
Q. That is the size ?-A. That is the size for whitefish and salmon-trout. Her-

ring is smaller, but I have not used them for a number of years.
Q. Would this be too large for herring ?-A. Oh, yes, too large for herring.
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Q. Then you do not fish for herring now at ail ?-A. No, I have not fished for
herring this last eight years.

Q. Might I ask for information as to the description of net you used when you
did fish for herring ?-A. We used gill-nets and we had a seine a part of the time.

Q. What migbt be the size of the gill-nets, or the mesh of.the gill-nets, and the
seine when you caught herring?-A. The size of the mesh was about 2j inches.

Q. This was extension measure?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. And for gill-nets for herring ?-A. 21-inch.
Q. When using2½-inch mesh or the 2¾-inch mesh when fishing for herring, did

it not sometimes take whitefish ?-A. No, we nover used to get whitefish when we
were fishing herring nets.

Q. How was that?-A. Well, we were fishing in hays at that time.
Q. That is, the locality you were fishing iii for herring would not have white-

fish ?-A. No.
Q. Can you answer me this, will a 3-inch mesh take whitefish of a small size ?-

A. Oh, yes.
Q. A 2-inch mesh will take whitefish ?-A. Oh, yes, take those very small ones.
Q. What would you cal a smalt whitefish ? -A. We cali a small whitefish one

weighing from 1 pound to 1 pounds; a 2-pound whitefish is as small as we catch,
or 2± pounds.

Q. With your 4i-inch extension mesh, how small a fish will escape through
your gill-nets, generally speaking ?-A. Oh, I could not tell exactly. In fact I should
judge about 1¾-pound fish would slip right throngh easily. I do notthink we catch
anything smaller than 2-pound.

Q. Thon you could catch no herring in it at ail, of course?-A. No, no herring.
Q. At what period of the year are whitofish and salmon-trout in their best con-

dition for food ? We will take, for instance, salmon-trout. When are they in their
piimest condition for eating purposes?-A. Weil, I am sure I could not say; I should
think the spring of the year would be as good as any.

Q. Well, I will endeavour to assist you. I suppose you are aware that any fish
when spawning is not in as good a condition as it is before. Is that your opinion ?
-A. Well, they are not in as good condition when they are spawning, and after they
have spawned they are not in a good con.dition.

Q. You say then that at the time of spawning and after it, they are not in as
good condition ?-A. Yes, I think so.

Q. You think then that fish are in better condition before the spawning time?
-A. Oh, I think they are.

Q. Have you noticed any particular months in which you find they are in
firmer and botter condition, that is for table use-would it bo in the spring months
or at what season ?--A. Weil, I could not tell you any difference.

Q. Are salmon-trout better before spawning than later on ?-A. WelI, yes, they
are botter before spawing, after that they are not such a firm fish.

Q. How does that apply to the whitefish ?-A. I never did catch any whitefish
after the spawning season, because it has :ilways been too late in the season. White-
fish is a fish that doos iot spawn tilt in November and we have always been through
fishing before their spawning season.

Q. Do you know whether whitefish are botter in May and June than they are
in October and November-A. Oh, I do not think there is much difference.

Q. Do I understand you to say then that there is not much difference in the
condition of whitefish before spawning ?-A. I don't know that there is previous to
their spawning, but I never did make a point of fishing whitefish up to that time,
because we always concluded before the spawning season was through.

Q. Weil, thon we will say there is not much difference in the condition of
whitefish ?-A. No, not much difference.

Q. Have you taken any particular notice of the herring, when they are in the
best condition ?-A. Well, wo always used to think herring was in the best condi-
tion just right before spawning in the fall.

Q. What season of the year do you more particularly catch herring in ?-A. In
October, and first of Novembor.
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Q. Where is your principal market-where do you generally sell your fish ?-
A. Well, there is a good many of them shipped to the United Sta tes, the principal
part of them, and some are sent through Canada wherever we can get a market for
them.

Q. The nost part are shipped to the United States and some are sold in
Canada ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. What proportion would the one bear to the other ?-A. Well, I could not
tell you exactly.

Q. Give a rough estimate. Would thoie be one-fourth sold in Canada or one-
half, or one-eighth of your catch ?-A. I could not tell you exactly how many there
would be--there would be about one-fourth, I guess.

Q. About one-fourth sold in Canada ?-A. I guess so.
Q. Could you give me an average of the values of these fish-what is the usual

value of your salmon-trot-you sell it by the pound, I suppose ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, then, what do you get for your salmon-trout usually from the Ameri-

can purchasers ?-A. Well, I could not tell you exactly what they get for them;
what we get for them is 3½ to 4 cents, just according to the market.

Q. And your whitefish ?-A. About the same.
Q. And your hel-ring?-A. In fact I cannot tell you how the herring rates, for

years I have not been interested in thom.
Q. Are these prices that you have now mentioned the current prices at the

present time, this year ?-A. Yes.
Q. How does this compare vith the prices seven or eight years ago-would it

be more then or less?-A. Well, it is a little more now than it was then.
Q. Formerly the prices were not quite so good?-A. Not quite.
Q. Do you get the same price for your local sales here, or do you get a price

more or less ?-A. More or less.
Q. Do you get more?-A. Well, I could not tell you what they do sell for; we

sell all to the one man, and I cannot tell you how much they deal them out at.
Q. And do you get from that one man as much as you get from the Americans?

-A. We just make an agreement for the season-we geto so much a pounci for the
season's catch.

Q. From one man?-A. Yes.
Q. Is this man a local man-does he live here and do business here ?-A. Yes,

ho does his business here.
Q. Can you give me his name?-A. Yes, Mr. Clark.
Q. You say that about three-fourths of the quantity wout to the States and one-

fourth to Canada. Does Mr. Clark arrange this matter?-A. Yes, Mn. Clark
arranges that matter.

Q. Is the demand for them greater than you can supply ?-A. Well, we can
always get rid of al- we catch, anyway.

Q. Do you know whether there is a system carried on here of people coming
in and getting fish from the fishermen and peddling them through the country by
the wagon-loador by the dozen,or the hundred, &c. ?-A. Yes, there are some people
carrying on that business.

Q. Fish peddlers do sell fish through the country ?-A. Yes.
Q. What kind of fish are these principally-salmon-trout, whitefish or herring?

-A. Salmon-trout and whitefish and sometimes some herring.
Q. With your observations have you taken any special notice when fish are

most ripe to spawn ? For instance, take the salmon-trout; when is the time they
principally lay their eggs ?-A. Well, I think with salnion-trout it is about the lat
of November.

Q. Would they spawn sometime before and sometime after ?-A. Well, I don't
thinkthere is many of them that spawns before the lst otf November; they com-
mence about the lst of November, I think.

Q. What about the whitefish-have you taken any special notice wben they
begin to spawn or the month during which they spawn, generally ?-A. Well, they
never spawn much before the lth of November-that is, some years ago. We
have always been prevented before that time.
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Q. Have you not fished whitefish for some years?-A. Not after the spawning
season.

Q. You say whitefish will commence spawning about the 10th of November ?-
A. About the 10th, that is what we used to count for.

Q. And what do you think of the herring ?-A. Well, I do not know. Herring
spawns about the lst of November, I should judge.

Q. The month of November is their spawning month ?-A. Yes.
Q. Pickerel, I suppose, is not much known hore ?-A. No.
Q. You don't fish for them at any rate ?-A. No.
Q. Nor for these coarser fish ?-A. No.
Q. When do you find it most destructive to your nets or most unprofitable to

use your nets? Is any one month worsethananother owing to the inclemency of the
weather or any other reason ?-A. Oh, it would most certainly be in the fall, in the
month of October or November ; we have some bad blows in September also.

Q. Well, what about November, is that a bad month for you ?-A. Well, yes,
it is a bad month, but we generally have as good weather in November as we have
in September sometimes.

Q. Then you would say that the months of September, October- and November
would be the most detrimental to your fishing ?-A. Yes, thosè are the roughest.

Q. Well, which one of the three would be the most detrinental to your fishing ?
-A. Well, November woùld be the roughest. It is generally a bad season.

Q. Can you give me any information in regard to immature fish being caught.
Small fish, not marketable, tish that are under size and not able to reproduce their
kind, you understand ?-A. Well, there is a certain amount of them, I suppose.
Mr. Clark will be coming after me, and he will be able to give you mote on that
point than I can.

Q. Do you know that small fish are frequently caught in pound-nets ?-A. Welil,
I know that small fish are sometimes eaught in pound-nets, but I never was that
near anywhere pound-nets were used, as a general rule.

Q. What would these small fish be-salmon-tr-out, whitefish, herring or what ?
-A. We do not catch young salmon-trout, they do not come that near to the beach.

Q. Are young whitefish caught?-A. Yes,*there would be some young white-
fish, 1 suppose.

Q. And herring ?-A. No herring.
Q. What is generally done with these young whitetish that are caught ?-A.

WelI, I suppose most of them that are any use are sold, that are of any size at ail,
and those that are too small are set at liberty.

Q. Do you not know of any large quantities of young whitefish being caught in
nets and thrown away?-A. Well, 1 never have been near where pound-nets have
been used, as I told you; I have never been much along with them.

Q. Are there any of these young or small fish caught in your- gill-nets or are
the nets too large ?-A. Yes, they are too large.

Q. Are you aware that there is a law to the effect that nets have to be taken up
at six o'clock Saturday night until Monday morning, do you know that?-A. Yes.

Q. Is that law adhered to?-A. Weil, it is a thing impossible that we can do it
bocause we have got our nets down and if we should take them ashore we could
only get a certain amount of them in one day.

Q. Then you say it is impossible to carry out the Sunday close season, in the
interests of the fishermen ?-A. Yes, thatis if we wore only running one rig of nets,
if we only had one rig of nets we could carry them in Saturday night and take them
out Monîday morning, but as it is we cannot do it.

Q. Are there any Americans fishing in the immediate neighbourhood where
you fish?-A. Yes.

Q. Are Americans fishing on the same ground that you do ?-A. Yes, on the
same ground we do, we go to the boundary line.

Q. Do you mutually exchange sides at the boundary line, one go on one side or
on the other if you choose ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is there no restriction ?--A. There is no restriction. But this fall they are
fishing on the Canadian waters, there is one tug down here fishing on the Canadian
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waters ail this fall, or at least the latter part of the fall. We have got to stop, and
the American tug can fish ail she likes.

Q. How far from the Canadian shore would that tug be fishing ?-A. About
eight miles, not quite that 1 suppose, about six or seven miles.

Q. Is there more than the one ?-A. Just the one down there.
Q. What is she fishing with ?-A. With gill-nets.
Q. Have you known of this work being done previous to this year ?-A. No, I

do not know of this work being done previous to this year, I believe it had been
done up the lake, but not at this lower end.

Q. Then you are aware that it has been donc up the lakes previously ?-A. Yes.
Q. By up the lake do you mean up towards Kincardine ?-A. Oh, no, it is away

up the head of the lake, up towards the straits, away up around Drummond Island.
Q. Has this tug been 'shing this year here with gill-nets, or are you aware

what sort of a net it is, what size mesh ?-A. Well, I don't know what size mesh;
I should judge it is the same size as we are using.

Q. Woulid they be fishing for the same kind of fish ?-A. Yes, just the same.
Q. Do you know what the capacity of that tug is, what its tonnage is or nearly

so?-A. Oh, I suppose it would be about twenty-five or thirty tons.
Q. Have you any idea of the quantity of nets she fishes with, and the fathoms?

-A. f don't know.
Q. Doyou believe that properly selected close seasons should be observed for

the protectjon of fish by both countries, while they are spawning ?-A. I do, if they
would keep it up on both sides, but I do not the way it is going on.

Q. You do think there should be close seásons established ?-A. But we should
not have it close here and the Americans free over tbere.

Q. Then, otherwise speaking, you think it is unfair to have a close season on
this side while the Americans do not have one ?-A. I think we should have no
close season except the Americans have one. I think the close season should be
equally along on both sides and then it would be a good thing, but otherwise it does
not hurt us, because we have our nets up theri.

Q. Do you generally take up your nets then ?-A. Yes, but we would keep
them in if we were allowed to do thesame as the men on the other side, that is pro-
viding we weie in a place where we could make it pay.

Q. Do you think it wise, in the interests of the fisheries, that the fish should be
caught in the act of spawning; is it wise, either in the interests of the fisheries or of
ourselves?--A. Weil, I do not think it is.

Q. How early do you set your nets in the season, when do you put them out ?
-A. Well, about the middle of April or the 20th of April.

Q. How long are these nets kept in, until how late ?-A. Well, until about the
last of October.

Q. Do you set them again in December at all ?-A. No, sir.
Q. When you take up your nets the last of October is it the end of the fishing

for that year ?-A. Yes, that is the end.
Q. Is there any winter fishing carried on here ?-A. Very little now, there used

to be some herring fishing through the ice.
Q. Do you know anything about the black bass family ? Are they caught here

to any extent at all?-A. No, sir, very few.
. Q. Weil, these few, how are they caught?-A. Hook and line, I think that is

the only way they catch them.
Q. Have you any idea of the spawning season of the bass ?-A. I do not know.
Q. Is spearing practised here at ail in catching fish ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Do you catch any sturgeon ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Have you any idea or are you able to express any idea at ail, with regard to

the artificial hatching of fish, whether it is advisabe or beneficial ?-A. I have no
idea; I could not say. J suppose it would be, if it was carried on in the right system.
They make a success of it on the other side, why should they not on this side ?

Q. Were you one of the signers of a large petition asking the Government to
help the fish interests here by erecting a fish-breeding establishment at Goderich ?
-A. Yes, sir, I think I was.



Ontario Fishery Commission.

Q. Then, your idea was that the erection of a fish-hatchery here would be the
means of helping the industry in which you are engaged ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. You have been fishing here, you say, for some twenty odd years ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, when was the fishing at its best here? In your view of the matter,

when was it most profitable and the greatest number of fish caught ?-A. Well, I
could not exactly tell you. The best season that ever we had bere was last season,
but then the fishing rigs that we had in former years were not quite so good as the
rigs we have now.

Q. The best fishing was last year ?-.A. Yes, sir.
Q. But was it on account of having superior gear and fishing material, was

that it ?-A. Well, I think it was to a certain extent. It was just as good last year
as I have seen it for a number of years.

Q. In former years did you fish with steam tugs at all ?-A. No.
Q. And do you now ?-A. Yes.
Q. Did you fish with anything like the extent of gill-nets then that you do

now ?-A. Yes, but we had no steam tugs, and one tug does as much as two fishing
boats.

Q. Then, the fishing in former days with netsand boats would be only half the
amount that you do now?-A. Yes, just half the amount; the tugs aind the boats
together do twice as much as the boats used to do.

Q. Now, generally speaking, are the fisheries here declining?-A., Well, yes,
the whitefish are declining, but I think the trout are just about the sqme as they
used to be.

Q. Do you fish further off shore now than you did ?-A. Yes.
Q. Why do you do that?-A. To enable us to get bigger catches.
Q. Are there any nets used now at the same distance ont as they were many

years ago ?-A. Oh, yes.
Q. How do you account for the decrease of whitefish ?-A. 1 could not tell you,

I am sure.
Q. You never formed an opinion in your own mind at all ?-A. No; I suppose

they have been run off the ground.
Q. How run off ?-A. Moved to different parts of the lake. Fish is not a thing

that stays in one place all the time.
Q. Now, if they had gone to other places, do you not think fishermen would go

and look for them?-A. Well, they have been getting big catches of fish in the
Georgian Bay.

Q. We are speaking now more particularly of your own fishery in Lake
Huron ?-A. Yes, there is no doubt that it has dropped off in Lake Huron.

Q. With regard to the size of the salmon-trout now comapared with what you
caught in former years, what is the difference ?-A. Well, I do not thinik there is
much difference; they are just about the same now as they were ever since I have
been here. Sometimes they are smaller, and sometimes they are larger.

Q. And that has been so for twenty years, you say ?-A. Yes.
Q. What is the average size of the salmon-trout you catch ?-A. About three

and four pounds.
Q. Have you anything you wish to suggest yourself, sir?-A. No, sir.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. What is the most profitable catèh in this fishery, whitefish or trout ?-A.

There is no difference much. It does not make any difference to us; they both sell
at'the same price.

Q. Which fish of the two would you prefer to become extinct in your fishery, if
you had to choose between the one and the other-which would you like preserved,
the whitefish or the trout?-A. Well, I could not tell much about it; I guess the
whitefish is fully the nicest fish.

Q. As a fisherman which fish would yon rather fish for ?-A. Well, undoubtedly,
I would rather fih for the whitefish, because you would not have as much bard labour
for them, you would have to fish in shallower water, and you would not have the
amount of labour to catch them.
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Q. Is Mr. Clark an American or a Canadian ?-A. He is a Canadian.
Q. And ho resides here ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. A wholesale dealer ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where were these pound-nets located that you referred to in which you say

sîmall fish were caught ?-A. Well, down hore at the Sauble Beach is the only time
that I ever seen them lifted, and I have seen them lifted up the lake.

Q. On the Canadian side ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What was the size of the nesh in those nets you saw lifted ?-A. I could not

tell you-about tbree inches, I should judge. I did not take notice of them, I was in
the tug, and I could not get close enough to them to take notice of them.

Q. By up the lake, do you mean Kincardine or Southampton ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Well, where ?-A. Up to the Manitoulin Islands.
Q. You think it was a 3-inch mesh ?--A. Well, I would not swear what size

of mesh it was; it was a mesh that would hold in herring.
Q. I think I heard you say that the Americans fish in seine grounds ?-A. No,

I did not say that.
Q. What did you say ?-A. I said they 'fished in our waters; they fish out of

the bar-you cannot hold a seine eight miles from shore.
Q. You say the close season does not affect you because you fake up your nets ?-

A. Yes.
Q. Well, who do not take up their nets ?-A. Well, they are ail compelled to

take them up now in the close season; itis time to take them up anyway on the 1st
of November.

Q. las it been a habit in this neigh bourhood of fishing after the 1st of Novem-
ber?-A. I could not say; I think there may be some, I could not say.

Q. Do you think it would be more profitable in Lake Huron year on and year
off for the fishermen to stop fishing on the lst of November ?-A. I think it would,
if we had the same laws on the other side. It is pretty bard to sec the Yankees
going and catching ail the fish when you stop us.

Q. Would it be more profitable for you if ail the fisheries were thrown open to
the public and any one allowed to fish ?-A. Americans, do you mean ?

Q. No, Canadians. Toronto people-capitaists-any one who had money to
come out and put in nets in these waters-would you like that plan adopted ?-
A. Why, are they not doing that anyhow? Carnot any person fish that likes now?

Q. They have to take out a license ?-A. Oh, yes, they have to take out a
license.

Q. Well, am I to infer from that answer that there are so many who take out
liçenses now that it might as well be public?-A. Ob, no, I believe in every man
taking out his license.

Q. You do ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Weil, having got out your license you have a practical monopoly of your

waters, have you not; nobody else can fish in that water ?-A. Oh, yes; there is
probably eight or ton bouts bore and they ail take out licenses for the same water.

Q. And you ail fish in that water ?-A. Yes, ail fish in that water.
Q. Weil. tell me about what is the extent of that water in which you and the

nine or ton boats fish ?-A. Well, we fish ail over Canadian waters, just where we
like to go ; of course, we have a certain limit, but the license applies to al Canadian
waters.

Q. Just wherever the wind takes you you can go ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Then you think that the Canadian plan of conducting the fisheries is more

likely to preserve the fish and prevent the destruction of the fish than the American
plan of fishing ?-A. Well, I think the Americans are doing more now at the present
time, for they are putting in more hatcheries and they give their fishermen more
chance to carry on the business; they allow them to fish the whole season through,
let them fish wherever they like.

Q. Then the Americans fish ail the year around and do just as they please ?-
A. Yes.

Q. Well, do you think the people of Canada would think it good policy to allow
a large expenditure of money to be made overy year in their fisheries department
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in trying to establish close seasons, protecting the fish, &c., if they allowed any one
.to fish all the year around, just as the Americans do ?-A. No, they could not do it;
the two things would not agree. .

Q. Would not that be the end of our fisheries department altogether, we would
have no fisheries department ?-A. No, we would have no fishery department then ;
they would have tish hatcheries though alil the same, the same as they have on the
other side, and there would be men to take out the licenses for their boats all the
same-they have licenses all the same, too.

Q. Then your opinion is that if batcheries are adopted that the fishermen could
fish just as long as they please ?-A. No, I believe in a close season all right enough,
provided they have a close season over there, but I think we ought to have it the
same as the other side.

Q. What is the width of the lake here ?-A. It is about forty-two miles across
here.

Q. Do you know the depth ?-A. Yes, pretty near it.
Q. Five or six hundred feet ?-A. Yes, some parts are deeper than others.
Q. Do you think the fish cross from side to side?-A. Well, I do not think it

at all, for I am sure of it. Do you mean to tell me that if you have a flock of cattle
on one side of a field that they are going to stay there all the year and not going to
take a stroll to the other side? And it is the same with the fish; nature teaches
you s0.

Q. The Americans are establishing large hatcheries on the other side, are they ?
-Yes.

Q. Putting in millions of fish all the time ?-A. I don't know exactly how
many they put in; I saw accounts of it at the time.

Q. And these fish will come over here, too ?-A. Oh, yes, we will get a share
of them.

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Then, if they are putting in these many millions of lish, according to your

theory of matters, we will get as large a share of them as they will themselves ?-
A. Yes, we will get a part of them, no doubt.

Q. Then, perhaps. we had better stop our hatcheries and stop our close season
and all?-A. Oh, no, I believe in equalizing with them.

Q. If we do not put in fish on this side would not the Americans have cause to
say that we are catching their fish over here?-A. Most undoubtedly, but they
catch all they can here right along and you will not get the Canadians fishing on
their side at all.

Q. You think the Amerieans poach in Canadian waters and the Canadians do
not poach in American waters, is that what you mean ?-A. Yes; if we fished over
there their cruiser would soon be after us, but the cruiser does not seem to see fit to
go after the tug here.

Q. Do you think that the cruiser is at present engaged in carrying out the
laws of the country here ?-A. Yes.

Q. And yet she allows the American tug to fish here ?-A. Well, I suppose she
bas not been notified. She does not know of its being here, I suppose.

Q. Well, as a fisherman here, would it not be right for you to report that fact?
-A. 1 bave reported it to the fishery officer, and what more can 1 do.

Q. You have done that?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. How long since you saw the American tug fishing here ?-A. I seen her last

Tuesday.
Q. To what fishery officer did you state that the tug was fishing there ?-A. To

Mr. Ball.
Q. Have you seen the cruiser around here at all ?-A. No, not this year.
Q. Then your advocacy of the close season is that we should have one if the

Americans baye one, is that the plain English of it ?-A. Yes, sir, that is the plain
English of it.

Q. And if they have not one we should not have one ?-A. Yes.
96



56 Victoria. Sessionai Papers (No. 1Oc.) A. 1893

Q. And if we, have one they shouldI have one-?-A. Yes, they should have one.
Q. Well, we will not argue that matter with you, but it appears strange that be-

cause they have not judieioue laws there, we should not have judieious laws here ?-
A. Well, I only give you my idea of it.

Mr. JAMES CLARKE sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. What is your occupation, Mr. Clarke ?-A. A fish dealer and fisherman-I

have fished as well, I understand fishing.
Q. Your residence ?-A. Goderich.
Q. What is your nationality, sir ?-A. I come from Seotland.
Q. How long have you been engaged as fish dealer and fisherman ?-A. Some-

thing about twenty years, I suppose, since I began.
Q. What kind of fishery do you carry on ?-A. Gill-nets and pound-nets.
Q. What description of tish do you deal in ?-A. Principally whitefish and

trout, that is the principal fish.
Q. What other kinds then ?-A. All other kinds caught.
Q. Herring ?-A. Yes.
Q. Sturgeon ?-A. Yes.
Q. Pickerel ?-A. Yes.
Q. Bass ?-A. Yes.
Q. And coarse fish of ail kinds ?-A. All kinds.
Q. Are there any such fish as the ciscoe caught ?-A. Well, I have never seen

any of them that were called ciscoe. I believe there are more in Lake Ontario.
Q. Are you at ail acquainted with the ciscoe ?-A. No, I am not.
Q. What particular section of waters does your fish dealing, and fishery extend

over ?-A. Ali through the lakes, Lake Ontario, Lake Huron and Georgian Bay.
Q. Have you anything to do with Lake Erie ?-A. Yes.
Q. Do you do anything in Lake Superior?-A. No.
Q. Where are your headquarters ?-A. Buffalo, U.S., and Wiarton is our Cana-

dian headquarters.
Q. Do you carry on business alone, or is it in connection with a company of any

kind ?-A. In connection with a company.
Q. Connected with what compalny ?-A. The Buffalo Fish Company.
Q. You say you do not practise fishing yourself but are a fish dealer ?-A. Yes,

sir.

Q. Thon are you prepared to give me any information in regard to the size of
the mesh used in these nets?-A. We use all 4½ mosh at this time; we used to use
4Ï. For whitefiash and trout, that is in the fall of the year, we use 5-inch mesh, and
5j sometimes, and 5j.

Q. Why do you use 41-inch mesh now when you formerly used 4¾? Is it
according to regulations ?-A. Oh, we go according to regulations.

Q. Why do you use the 5 and 5*-inch mesh in the fait ?-A. Well, they are
larger fish in the fall and we can catch a larger fish with a larger mesh; We use
coarser twine.

Q. What months do you mean by the fall?-A. In the months of September,
October and November, if we- can fish.

Q. While upon this subjeet, what is the cause of the fish being larger in these
months than at any other time ?--A. Well, the fish that we catch in the fall of the
year is a different kind of fish, they are shallow water fish and larger, mostly trout.

Q. How do you make them out to be different?-A. They are the shallow
water fish, the black trout, the black salmon-trout, and the trout we catch in the
summer are deep water fish.

Q. Shallow water produoes a black trout ?-A. Yes, a dark trout.
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Q. A dark trout of what size ?-A. Oh, from 3j, to 9, and 10 pounds it depends
upon the locality in which they are.

Q. And the other trout?-A. The other trout is light in colour and small.
Q. And you catch them where ?-A. In deep wator.
Q. Their average is about what?-A. About from 2 to 5 pounds.
Q. That is a pretty large margin ?-A. Well, they vary in size considerably, they

do not average that, they run from 2 to 5 pounds.
Q. And they average what ?-A. Well, probably about 2j pounds.
Q. Have you ever taken any particular notice with regard to this fish, have

you opened them and examined them to see what state they are in ?-A. No.
Q. For instance, take this small fish of 2½ pounds, bave you ever openîed them

and looked at them closely as to what state the eggs or ovaries were in ?-A. No, I
have seen them often, but I never took any special notice.

Q. Did you ever see eggs in them ?-A. No, I never saw any eggs in them that
were mature, but I believe they spawn in November, the same as the dark fish do.

Q. With the dark fish, have you noticed them particularly as to their eggs ?-
A. Yes.

Q. When they are caught are their eggs pretty well advanced ?-A. Yes, some
of them.

Q. The dark or larger fish show eggs advanced, do they ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. And they spawn when ?-A. November, probably in some places a little

earlier and some later; I do not think they spawn in all places at the sane time. In
the same lakes they will vary probably eight or ten days.

Q. Do ybu catch these large dark trout at any other time ?-A. We catch a few
of them during the sunmer, only a few.

Q. low do you explain that onîly a few of the large dark trout are caught in
the summer months; and that they are only caught in the autumn months on the
shore ?-A. I think in the summer time these large fish swim high above our nets.

Q. You were speaking pretty positively as to the other matters, you are only
thinking this, you say?-A. Well, that is the only way I can account for it; they
catch them trolling very often, and we often see them on the top of the water. I
think they catch flies in the summer, we often see them after flies in the summer.

Q. You think these large trout feed on flies ?-A. They seem to keep on the top
of the water pr'etty well.

Q. Tbey keep on the top of the water and feed on flies, is that it ?-A. Yes, I
think so, and there are herring on the top feeding also.

Q. And these small trout, how about them ?-A. They feed in deep water.
Q You say you catch these big trout about October and 1ovember?-A. Yes,

and the middle ofSeptember, they begin then to come more to the shore-and about
the 15th of October they begin to come on the shores and reefs.

Q. What do they come there for, do you think it is to spawn ?-A. Well, 1 think
so, but still their eggs are not ripe when they come in.

Q. Some may be more advanced than others, I suppose ?-A. Yes.
Q. Ilowever, you say they come in to spawn. When do these small ones come

in to spawn ?-A. We do not catch then during that time at all.
Q. Why, are the small ones not caught then ?-A. Not on this side, we do not

fish for them.
Q. Well, if they were amongst the. large ones they would be caught, would they

not ?-A. Yes, they would.
Q. Then the conclusion would be that they do not come ?-A. No, they spawn

on the reef in the centre of the lake.
Q. Did you ever see any spawn in these small ones ?-A. I do not know whether

I ever saw any, but 1 know they catch them in large quantities sometimes from
Alpina by the Anierican tugs that go out. We are lying more on a lee shore and
we cannot get to the reefs so well-they catch them in large quantities during the
month of November there. We cannot get to the reefs owing to the prevailing
west winds, and we do not fish for them.

Q. Is that because they are not along with the big fish on the shore ?-A. Well,
we have too far to go for them, and the prevailing heavy winds are from the west
and north-west.
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Q. As they are not along with the big fish, you do not go out into the lake for
the small ones ?-A. No, not in the fail.

Q. Are the big 'ones the most profitable, is that the reason that you do not go
out after the small ones ?-A. Well, they are the saine value to us, sometimes the
small ones are more value, they are a more marketable fish than the large ones.

Q. When do you think these fish are in the best condition for table purposes-
you are an old dealer and will know?-A. Well, I think in the spring of the year
when the water is cold.

Q. Do you say that salmon-trout, whitefish and herring are better in the spring
months ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Would these months be May, June and July ?-A. Well, I don't know that
there is much difference at that time in them, I cannot see but very littie difference
in the quality ofthem.

Q. Now, wherc do you market your fish ?-A. On the Anerican side, prin-
cipally.

Q. What proportion do you ship there, is it three-fourths as Mr. Craigie said?
-A. No, we ship a good deai more than three-fourths.

Q. Seven-eighths of it?-A. Yes, fully that.
Q. And tle balance you seil for local consumption ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Could you just roughly state the amount of'your sales this year ?--A. Well,

I cannot exactly say-probably about in the neighbourhood of five million pounds-
that is f rom Georgian Bay and the upper end of the lake here.

Q. How does that compare with the sales you have made in former years ?-A.
It compares quite as well as any year that I have been in the business.

Q. Then this year would be about the saine as former vears ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are the number of people that you buy from in your transactions, and thé

fishing gear that you use, as large now, or larger than it was years ago?-A. Well,
I don't think it is any larger, but it is probably the nets are a little filer that we
use now, we use about the same number, but probably a little finer- twine. We use
probably the same number of nets, but the twine is finer, and I think they are a
little longer.

Q. What do you mean by the twine being finer ?-A. Well, a finer thread.
Q. Why do you use a finer thread now ?-A. Well, -we think it better for catch-

ing fish.
Q. It catches more fish ?-A. Yes.
Q. Could you reduce the size of this thread and make it more killing still ?-A.

It would not stand the wear. -
Q. You hav€got it now to what you think is the mininum ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What is the size of the twine you use in the gill-nets?-A. We use number

50 in the summer principally, and in the fall numbers 35 and 40.
Q' Why do you use 35 and 40 in the fall ?-A. We get larger fish, and fishing

in the shallow water is'harder on the twine.
Q. Are you engaged in anything except gill-net fishing ?-A. Well, yes, I am

slightly engaged in pound-net fishing as well.
Q. What is the size of the mesh in the pot of the pound.nets that you use ?-A.

I believe 4j in the pot.
Q. And in the heart and in the tunnel ?-A. The heart and the tunnel is 5 or 6

and the leader is either 5 or 6, I think.
Q. What is the size of the twine you use for this?-A. About number 15 and

16 thread cotton, and some use 12.
Q. What do you use ?-A. Weil, we use numbers 12, 15 and 16.
Q. Is.that for the pot ?-A. Yes, that is for the pot, and the whole thing, some-

times we have the pot a little heavier.
Q. Do the fish gill in a 4½-inch mesh in the pots ?-A. Sometimes they will gili.
Q. As you are a dealer, will .you understand fishing thoroughly ?-LA. Yes, I

understand fishing thoroughly.
Q. Do you say fish will gill in a 4.½-inch pot ?-A. Four-inch is what I mean.
Q. And you say fish will gill in 4-inch pots ?-A. Yes.
Q. Are these the smaller fish ?-A. Yes.
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Q. What would:you call your small fish ?-a. Oh, about one and ashalf,.andione
and three-quarter pounds and under ; less than on« and, a half pounds will not gill,
they will pais through.

Q. Wili wbitefish sometims. gill in a, 3inch mesh ?-A.. Weil, i suppose a
small one would,

Q. What size whitefishà would that be ?-..A. It would be about one pçund, and
three quarters of a pound-the size of a.large herring.

Q. Are there many small fish caught in these pound-nets.?-A. Well, 1. under-
stand there as. been a good many, but I think the fishery overseers have made
them comply with the law, and put in a larger net, and now they are-not caught.

Q. Were there, a good many caught in this way ?-A. I understand that at one
time there was a good many caught, but I never saw it.

Q. Would there be small trout too ?-A. They would be small whitefish prin-
cipally. They do not catch many whitefish in a pound-net, not unless in some
localities; they are not so much fished for.

Q. Are these smali whitefish saleable ?-,A. Not when they becone too small.
Q. Well, at one pound, or three-quarters of a pound are they saleable ?-A. Well,

less than one and a half, and one and a quarter pounds they are not really saleable.
Q. Whitefish of one and a half pounds, and under are not a saleable fish ?-A. No.
Q. Not even among the local dealers ?-A. No, they are not wanted.
Q. The average of your whitefish here would be what ?-A. Oh, about two and

a balf, to two and three-quarter pounds.
Q. These that are not saleable, and not marketable what is generally donc with

them ?-A. Well, they bave been salted, I understand, at one time, but J do not think
there are many of them caught at the present time. They used to go to Detroit at
one time. The only place they were caught was up at Duck Island, I believe, until
the law was enforced. It was generally around: that coast, I do not say just there,
but about that coast, that is the principal place they did much pound-net fishing, but
lately a lawful mesh has been enforced. and 1 don't think there are many caught now.

Q. What mesh were these caught in ?-A. About 2j to 3 inches.
Q. And the pot that took these fish would be what ?-A. About 2j to 3.inch,

mesh. I had some of them myself, the same kind: of note at that time, and we
caught sorne small fish in them.

Q, Do you, as a dealer and trader in fish, object to the 4-inch mesh in the pot ?
-A. No, not where we fish for trout and.whitefish.

Q. In tishing for trout and whitefish is a 4-inch mesh the right size ?-A. Yes.
I would say not less than that certainly.

Q. Otherwise speaking, a 4-inch mesh is, the lowest one that sould be allowed
for whitefish and trout ?-A. Yes, exactly.

Q. Have you ever fished for herring to any eKtent ?-A. Weil, we are interested
down at Point au Place and at other places, and at Port Stanley the company is
interested in them and at all those places down there. We deal mostly ail along
that shore.

Q. What sortof nets do you use for them ?-A. We use a smaller mesh princi-
pally for catching herring. Herring is the greater part of their catch there, and
blue pickerel-that is what they call them. I don't know what their proper name is.

Q. What size of mesh do they use there ?-A. Weil, I am not exactly certain, I
suppose it would be about a 3-inch mesh, anything over that would not hold herring.

Q. Are you not in error-there, do they not use a 2-inch mesh ?-A. Weil, they
may, i would not bc positive, I know that over 3-inch would not hold herring.

Q. Would they not hold pickerel either ?-A. Well, no. I know the 3-inch
mesh is the largest size they could use to hold them, but- they may probably use
2-inch; anything over 3-inch would not hold them, and over 2-inch the herring
would gi i them and it is very bard to get themout of the pots if they gill.

Q. What do you think is the real time for the spawning of salmon-trout ?-A.
Well, 1 ihink about the lst of November they are at their best.

Q. And for whitefish ?-A. Whitefish about the same time, I think; in both
they may vary at little earlier or a little later; they. vary according.to thi, water.
In very stormy weather the fish cannot corae up to shoro, you know, theyi cannot
live in it.
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-Q. What about herring-are they the same ?-A. Well, abolut the herring I
cannot say. I suppose about the same, but think there should be no close season for
them; herring are plentiful.

Q. Why do you -say that ?-A. Beoause I think they are as plentiful as ever and
they are very cheap. We get all-of them we want.

Q. Do you know what herring are the principal food for ?-A. Well, herring
are the food for all other kinds of fish, that is, al the fish that eats fish-mostly
trout, I think, and pike and piekerel.

Q. If the food of the salmon-trout and pickerel, which is herring, is wholly
gone, what effect would that have upon the salmon-trout and pickerel ?-A. Well,
I suppose it would have some effect upon them, 'but they seem to have plenty of
food. There are other fish, you know, what we call the ninnow here, just about the
same as the ciscoe in Lake Ontario, about three or four inches long, that the trout
live on.

Q. Thon, you do not think the destruction of the herring would affect the food
of the salmon trout and the pickerel?-A. I don't think it; not at present as they
are catching them. It would if you -exterminated them.

Q. Do you deal in bass and catfish ?-A. Well, we buy all we get of them.
Q. Do you buy bass and catfish to any extent ?-A. Yes; some places we get a

good many of them; we get a good many black bass in the Georgian Bay.
Q. Are the catfish in marketable demand ?-A. Oh, yes, the catfish are.
Q. 1 suppose, in fact, almost any kind of fish are a marketable fish now ?-A.

Yes, almost any kind; we sell all kinds.
Q. What month do you consider the most ruinous on your nets when fishing ?-

A. Well, the summer months are the hardest on the nets on account of the warm
weather.

Q. But owing to the inclemency of the weather?-A. Well, September and
October.

Q. What of November ?-A. Well, we never fish in November, but 1 consider
November would be very hard on nets, and we would rather be out of the water,
that is, as far as I am concerned.

Q. But you are largely concerned, because you do a large business ?-A. Yes, I
would rather have them out; still, if we had liberty, we would fish right along.

Q. Oh, yes, I understand. What about this Sunday close time ?-A. It is
impossible to carry out. It takes pretty near a week sometimes to put in a net.

Q. Have you heard something about the Americans poaching in our waters-do
you know that to be the case ?-A. Well, it is very little donc; I don't think it
amounts to much. There is one American tug here this season that I believe is
principallyfishing in Canadian waters, but it may be fishing on the reef in the centre
of the. lake there.

Q. How far is that from the Canadian shore ?-A. Well, I could not say. I did
not see it, but they say it is six or seven or eight miles froi the Canadian shore,
more or less. They move the nets every time they lift them, you know.

Q. Are they all gill-nets ?-A. Yes, gill-nets.
Q. Do you know the extent of the nets they use ?-A. Oh, they will use the

same as we do on one of our tugs.
Q. The gill nets would be how many fathoms ?-A. Well, I could not say; it

would be about thirty-five to forty nets at 3j pounds to the net.
Q. Woll, what is the length of one net ?-A. I suppose they use the same twine

as we do, 100 yards, in all some 40,000 yards.
Q. Do you know the size of the mesh, or anythi ng abou t these nets ?-A. I sup-

pose they are asing 4t inch.
Q. Why would they use 4i-inch, while you are using 4 ? -A. Well, I don't

know if they get up their fhll nets the saine as we do. They are in the middle of
the lake on the reef, but the reef runs down to Kettle Point, and the Point is
towards the Canadian shore, some eight miles off the Canadian shore. They are
fishing off Kettle Point.

Q. What is your idea with regard 'to the close seasons being abolished in Canada,
or would you advocate it ?--A. I would sustain close seasons.
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Q. Are close seasons in the interest of the fishermen,-and of the fishing industry ?
-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you get many sturgeon ?-A. Well, not very many, we.get a few.
Q. Could you give me anything like an average of the size of the sturgeon you

get ?-A. About sixty to eighty pounds, before they are dressed.
Q. That is for the carcass ?-A. Yes. They come about four feet and over in

length. We buy them according to their length, and anything smaller than four
feet we call a half sturgeon, and we do not get many of them.

Q. You buy tbem by the carcass out and out ?-A. Yes.
Q. What would those of four feet and over cost ?-A. Well, here we pay $1

apiece for them on the ground, but down below they pay much more for them, down
at Point Pelee they pay $1.75. They are larger down there, I think, in Lake Erie.

Q. Do you cure this fish yourself ?-A. We ship it.
Q. Do you ship the cýarcass whole ?-A. Just the carcass, sometimes whole, some-

times we dress it-take out the inside and take the head and tail off.
Q. Take a seventy pound sturgeon, what would you get of dressed meat?-A.

Well, a sturgeon averages probably about thirty pounds: a Lake Huron sturgeon,
from twenty-five to thirty pounds dressed meat.

Q. At bow much per pound ?-A. Oh, about 4 cents.
Q. How much caviare or eggs would you get from that ?-A. There is very

little caviare in the sturgeon you get here.
Q. How is that ?-A. Well, I don't know, it seens they do not have much

caviare, that is, eggs.
Q. When you do get any, when do you get it most freely ?-A. We get it ail

seasons from the spring to the fall, there does not seem to be any time in particular.
Q. Have you any idea of when sturgeon deposit their eggs ?-A. Well, I don't

know, but we get it ripe, and they never lose it until it is ripe.
Q. Well, what time do you get it ripe ?-A. It does not seem to make any differ-

ence to us; we get it ail the season through.
Q. Is there not a season in which the caviare is more easily separated from the

fibres than others ?-A. Well, I do not see any difference. We do not see them until
they are easily separated.

Q. And what time do you see them?-A. Well, as soon as we put in our netsin
the spring.

Q. Are they more freely taken in one month than another ?-A. No-well, the
spring and the fail they seem to be more freely taken.

Q. You cannot say when they spawn ?-A. They spawn ail seasons, I think.
Q. Yes, but when they are ripest ?-A. Weli, I find them ripe ail seasons-some

of them are ripe ail the year around.
Q. Is the sturgeon tishery of inuch importance with you here ?-A. W.ell, not

here, still there are a good many caught down below here, but we have caught very
few this last year here.

Q. Have you anything to say on this question of hatcheries. Do you consider
that they are beneflcial?-A. Well, that is a thing I can say very little about, but
still I think I would continue them.

Q. That is rather qualified, " continue them;" by that you infer that there is a
question of discontinuance ?-A. Well, I have not been in a neighbourhood where
there has been much spawn put in, so I cannot say very much about it, but I under-
stood from parties who have been in that neighbourhood that it is a benefit.

Q. Then you are not prepared to say that you would continue the hatcheries ?
-A. Yes.

Q. What is the impression among fishermen in regard to them ?-A. Well, I
cannot say; some of them would say they are no use, and some of them say they are
a benefit. I suppose they would ail consider them boneficial if they were allowed to
fish in the close season. There are fishermen who say, put in hatcheries and let us
fnsh ail season.

Q. Do yog believe that is a correct principle ?-A. No, sir, I don't.
Q. Do you not believe in that, because yon think the close season is beneficial?

-- A. Ithink it is beneficial; I would have the close season begin the 1st of November
and kept strictly.
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Q. Have you any remarks to offer yourself, Mr. Clarke, now in regard to any of
these matters, or any other matters ?-A. No, I don't know that I have, further than
I would have the close season remain as it is at present and I would keep the
Georgian Bay clear of all pound-nets and 1 would keep it a breeding place for white-
fish; I think it is the only place we have now for a breeding place for whitefish, and
I would keep pound-nets out of that place.

Q. Anything clse?-A. As to whether the Americans have a close season or
not I don't think it interferes with us at all, I think that we should have one. I
think that the bulk of the fish that we really try to protect do not move much off our
ground-they corne back to the same ground every season. I don't think our fish
move around much, I do not think they leave our shores, they have their feeding
grounds and they stay there.

Q. Otherwise speaking, tho fish native to our shores remain there ?-A. Yes,
remain on the shores, and on different shores you get different sizes of fish. Take
the fish from Kincardine up to Cape Heard the fish are larger there than what you
get in the Georgian Bay, very near double the size and the same kind of fish, too;
we never get them mixed; and from that up again to the Manitoulin Islands they
are a little different to these in the Georgian Bay.

Q. 'Otherwise speaking, they come in families, do they not ?-A. Yes, I think
so, they are in families, or else it is the nature of the feeding grounds.

Q. Do you think that they go in families and resort to certain places in which
they feed and breed ?-A. Yes, I think so.

Q. Does this generally apply to our fish ?-A. Yes; in regard to this I speak
from experience, from my own practical knowledge.

Q. Have you any other remarks to offer?-A. Well, nothing further than I
mentioned with regard to the herring close season; I think there should be no close
season for herring. I understand now that they have a little grievance down at Point
Pelee, in Lake Erie. The Americans are now bringing from their shores herring
into the Detroit market, and the Canadians are prevented from doing that niow in
the close season. I think herring moves around more than any other fish, but they
do not seem to be getting any scarcer. The men down there claim that they are as
plentiful as ever.

Q. Have you any knowledge of the Detroit River at all ?-A. No; I have not
much knowledge of the Detroit River.

Q. Have you any other remarks that, you would like to make from your stand-
point as a large dealer here ?-A. No, I don't know that I have.

By Mr. Harris:

Q. How many gili and pound-nets have you ?-A. Oh, I cannot exactly say
how many the company bas; we have them scattered around in many places.

Q. Have you some of your own ?-A. Yes, some.
Q. How many pound.nets have you got ?-A. I have only got two that is run in

my own name.
Q. Then you have some others also, have you ?-A. I am interested in others;

yes, I am interested in more or less all the nets that we buy fish from; we have got
to supply the men with twine.

Q. Have you got a tug ?-A. Yes, a number of them.
Q. How many pound-nets should one good tug serve on this lake ?-A. Oh, I

suppose one good tug in fine weather could serve twenty or thirty nets.
Q. One good tug could serve twenty or thirty nets ?-A. Yes, I suppose it

could with a boat attached.
Q. What depth of water do you fish in this lake ?-A. About twenty eight feet

or thirty, it depends on the water.
Q. How long is your leader ?-A. Oh, about 60 to 80 rod. I claim it should

go into the beach, but they generally leave them out from the shore in eight or nine
feet of water.

Q. What size of mesh in the lead ?-A. They use all sizes of mesh, 5 or 6-inch
mesh and sometimes 7.
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Q. Is it ever as low as ô in this lake ?-A. Well, I don't know that it is, -but I
don't think it matters mi.ch because the pot is the mSia part of the net to etcb fsb.

Q. Do pound-uets give the public fish in better condition than those cauight in
any other way ?,-A. Well, I don't know as they do. The Ash we catch in the gili-
nets cannot be caught in poued-nets.

Q. Are the fish supplied to ,the public eaught in pownd-nets fresher tihan those
caught in gill-nete ?-A. Sometimes they are and sometimes they are cot.

Q. When are they not ?-A. When they are a shallow water fish, then I claim
they are not as good as deep water fih; they are softer and not usutally as good as
deep water fish.

Q. Do they ever fish with gill-nets in the same depth of water that you use
pound-nets in ?-A. Yes, they have tried that but they cannot catch them. They
can see the net in shallow water and they do not gill.

Q. Is gill-net fishing carried on in this lake in 28 feet of water ?-A. Well, I
don't know that it is. Sometimes there may be a few nets in the fall of the year set
in that depth of water, but through all the principal parts of the tishing season they
are in deep water.

Q. Then, the water would be colder ?--A. Yes, tbe water is colder.
Q. Is there less waste in pound-net fishing than in gill-net fishing ?-A: Weil, I

don't know that there is.
Q. Are there any fish rotten and decayed ?-A. Sometimes we get fish what

we called " drowned fish " and we sait them. That is the fish that dies in the net,
and undoubtedly that fish will not stand as long as the fish that is alive when
caught.

Q. Well, then, in your pound-nets you claim that there is never any dead
fish ?-A. Oh, yes, there is dead fish in other nets, pound-nets and ail, there will be
dead fish in them all.

Q. Are there as many dead fish in pound-nets as there are in gill-nets ?-A. No,
I don't think there are-oh, no, there should be noue in pound-nets unless they gill.

Q. What dead fish do you notice in the pound-nets here ?-A. Well, there is no
dead Iish unless they gill.

Q. What variety gill in your pound-nets ?-A. Weil, only fish %mail enough to
go through the mesb.

Q. What kind is that ?--A. Pickerel, whitetish, trout and herring, if the net
is small enough for them to gill in.

Q. How often do you lift your pound-nets?-A. Sometimes every day, and
sonetimes once a week, and sometimes once in two weeks; it depends on the quan-
tity of fish that is going in them. Sometimes thereis no fish t hat goes in them at
ail, we won't catch them for weeks, there won't be one hundred pounds of fish in
them.

Q. You are a dealer as well as a fisherman ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are you in the employ of any Ameridan company ?-A. 1 am interested in

an American company.
Q. As partner -- A. A stockholder.
Q. Do you get a salary ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. And that is paid you, how ?-A. It is paid me by the Buffalo Fish Company.
Q. You say you are a stockholder in the Buffalo Fish Company ?-A. Yes, I am

a stockholder and a manager.
Q. Can you tell me what quantity of fish you have caught this year in the nets,

I mean under your control ?-A. Weil, I could not say. You know to avoid the
McKinley Bill we formed the company.

Q. The McKinley Bill bas nothing to do with thim question of how much fish
you caught ?-A. I cannot tell you that unless I go to the books.

Q. You cannot give me an idea ?-A. I have said that we have handled in the
neighbourhcod of five million of pounds from our diferent points-Georgian Bay
and Lake Huron.

Q. Have you handled ail that amount of business here ?-A. Yes.
Q. Do you represent the American company in all these localities, in ail these

sections near here in Lake Huron ?-A. Yes, sir, represent all in stock, you under-
stand, as dealers.



56 Victoria. Sessional Ipers (No. 10c.) A. 1893

Q. Is the herring fishery carried on proofitably n this lake ?-A. No.
Q. The only fish that there is any money in is whitefish and tront and pickerel ?

-A. Yes, and sturgeon amd bass and such other fish as we catch.
Q. What fish do the salmon-trout feed on?-A. They feed on all kinds of fish.
Q. What do you think is their principal food ?-A. They will eat salmon-trout.
Q. Eat each other ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you think herring is their prineipal food ?-A. I think they are most

numerous.
Q. If the herring were to be redueed in numbers considerably they would have

to look for other fish for food ?-A. Well, I suppose if they were exterminated or a
great deal reduced they would have to look for other fish, I suppose. I don't
think they are particular what kind of fish they get as long as it is fish.

Q. As to this close season question. Do you object to the close season ?-A. No;
I do not object to the close season.

Q. You think it is proper to have a close season ?-A. Yes, I think so.
Q. Do you think it is better for the fishermen to continue this system that the

department bas introduced ?-A. Weli, I don't know that it hurts the fishermen any.
Q. Do you think it would hurt the fishermen and the present holders of the*

licenses if the whole thing was thrown open to the public ?-A. I don't think it
would make much difference. I don't think a man stops fishing because ho bas got
to pay a license.

Q. Can any one get a license who asks for it ?-A. Well, I never knew any one
to be r-efused-well, not for a gill-net license, for pound-nets they are refused.

Q. But you never knew any one refused.for a gill-net ?-A. No, I never knew
any one refused for a gill-net. I think the tug licenses should be $10 in place of $25,
because they are out of proportion to the amount of twine they run. It is not the
boat that catches the fish, it is the nets, and the tugs are better both for drawing in
the fish earlier and botter for the men. There are six men on a tug and three on
the boat, and we run, in the tug about double the quantity of nets that the boats do,
but there is double the quantity of men as well; but still the tug pays $25 while the
boat pays only $5, and I think the tug should be reduced down to $10.

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. You say that. you have two pound-nets on your own license ?-A. I have
them in South Bay in my own name.

Q. And you are interested in ail the pound-nets that you buy fish from ?--A.
Well, we are interested in mostly all the nets.

Q. What quantity would that be, roughly?-A. Well, 1 cannot tell you just
exactly. We are interested down below and we have to furnish the men the money
to fish with.

Q. With regard to the fish caught in the gill-nets, are more killed in them than
in the pound-nets ?-A. Oh, certainly more are killed, yes; in the gill-nets.

Q. In fact they are all killed in the gill-nets, you may say?-A. Yes, certainly
-well, a great many are alive when wre get them.

Q. Does it not happen sometimes that severe storms will prevent you from
taking up your gill-nets for a number of days ?-A. Yes, sometimes they do, and if
a gill-net is kept out too long, undoubtedly we will have more dead fish in it.

Q. What if kept out four days ?-A. WelI, four days does not signify if we fish
in dead water. The fishermen generally regulates that, because if they bring dead
fish they do not get anything for them-if they are too long ont they are unsaleable.

Q. And are these unsaleablefish thrown away-neocessarily?-A. No, not noces-
sarily thrown away, they are salted.

Q. Is an unsaleable fish fit to salt ?-A. Well, a fish may be a drowned fish and
yet comparatively a good fish but they would not keep, they are too soft. Our fish
bas got to be several days old betore we get them to the market and after they reach
Buffalo they have to be repacked and reshipped to New York, etc.

Q. But all this time they are preserved on ice ?-A. Yes, and the drowned fish
are unsaleable, and therefore we salt them.
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Q. Are there not a great many that are not fit to sait ?-A. No, not very many
-a fish will live a month in a net, you know.

Q. But the fish when swelled up will sometimes bring the net to the surface of
the water from being too long out in a storm ?-A. No.

Q. You have never seen that ?-A. No.
Q. Never heard of it ?-A. No.
Q. Do you know of a practice which has been pursued of putting a prod or

sharp instrument in the bellies of the fish to let the gas out?-A. The tish very
often when it is struggling in the water, even on a hook or line it seems that there
is a wind that gets into him. I understand when he is struggling anyway that wili
get into him.

.Q. And to get rid of that the fish is prodded ?-A. Yes, I saw that done and the
fish alive after it was put in.

Q. But these fish that are in the gill-nets and swollen up and prodded to let the
gas out are dead fish, are they not?-A. Oh, no, not dead fish. It is a kind of blad-
der that is full of wind and the fish may be perfectly alive, probably not in the net
half an hour before the nets are lifted, and yet it nay be full of this wind or gas,
whatever you may call it. I think it is air that the fish inhales in going up to the
surface, very often.

Q. Then you say that gill-nets cannot be lifted sometimes, for how long ?-A.
Oh, it depends on the length of the storm and the weather.

Q. For how many days, will you say?-A. Weil, probably two or three days, it
depends on the length of the storn. The fish that we catch with gill-nets cannot be
caught with anything else.

Q. And if the nets are left out too long the fish die, is that. correct ?-A. Yes,
part of them die.

Q. And then being unsaleable are saited, is that correct?-A. They become
unsaleable for being packed in ice as fresh fish.

Q. And are salted?-A. Yes, still they may be good fish-we are supposed not
to ship anything but live lïsh.

Capt. JAMES INKSTER swori

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. Your residence is where ?-A. Goderich, here.
Q. And your occupation?-A. Fisherman.
Q. How long ?-A. Well, seventeen years.
Q. Your nationality?-A. Scotch.
Q. What kind of fishery do you carry on, Mr. Inkster?-A. Gill-net fishery.
Q. What description of fish do you take in your gill-net?-A. Salmon-trout

chiefly and whitefish.
Q. Sturgeon?-A. No.
Q. Any other fish?-A. An odd pickerel once in a while.
Q. And what particular locality do you fish in ?-A. Oh, I have fished all along

this shore and the Georgian Bay, these last two seasons I have been down here.
Q. Along the lake shore of Lake Hiuon, is it ?-A. Yes. And the Georgian

Bay, and the north channel of the Georgian Bay, I have been out there one season.
Q. You use gill-nets wholly?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. No seine nor hoop-nets ?-A. No, sir.
Q. What sizo mesh do you use in the gill-nets ?-A. 41-inch this last year or so,

before that it was larger, 4î.
Q. Was the regulation 4¾ formerly ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. That was the standard regulation ?-A. Yes.
Q. And it has been reduced during the last year or two to 4ý ?-A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Consequently you use it?-A. Yes, not all of the nets, some of'them do, but
some use larger mesh.

Q. Will this mesh catch all the marketable salmon-trout and whitefish ?-A.
Oh, yes, I think so.

Q. Now, how small a fish will pass freely through this 4½-inch mesh ?-A. Oh,
1½ and 2 pounds, I should judge.

Q. One and a-half pounds and under will pass through the 4½-inch mesh ?-A.
Yes, there are lots of fish that get caught that are not gilled at all, some are caught
by the teeth.

Q. Well, ordina'ily speaking ?-A. Well, about a 2-pound fish you can pass them
through quite easily.

Q. Two pounds and under will go through a 4½-inch mesh, as a rule?-A. Yes,
some fish are leaner built than others.

Q. This will apply to pickerel, salmon-trout and to whitefish, will it?-A. Yes,
sùr.

Q Now, we are a little anxious to ascertain if we can when these fish are sup-
posed to be in their best condition for domestic use, or for market. 'When would
you consider the salmon-trout in its best condition ?-A. Well, I could not say, I
am sure. There is generally the best demand for them in the spring, but that is on
account of their scarcity, I presume.

Q. The demand is not so much what we want as the time when they are best
for table use. You know some animals' flesh is better for eating in some seasons
than others, does not this apply to fish as well?-A. Here the fish are in good cor-
dition all the year around that ever I saw, except the fish that are sick.

Q. Salmon-trout, and whitefish both, you say, are always in good condition ?-A.
This part of the lake down here they are.

Q. Would you say they are in good condition then during the spawning season?
-A. I think.so, in fact, better condition than any time; they are fatter, I think.

Q. Is the fish in as good condition when he is spawning as it is before?-A.
That class of fish we catch we always count them better.

Q. Better when they are spawning ?-A. Yes, to all appearances-herring in
particular, they are in a prime state.

Q. And you do not know of a month of the year that they are in better con-
dition than another ?-A. No, sir, I do not.

Q. Have you any knowledge of what condition they are in after they are done
spawning ?-A. Herring is not as good.

Q. Herring are not good after spawning ?-A. Are not as good after they have
spawned. I don't know about whitefish or trout, I never caughtthem.

Q. Don't you think nature would operate in the same way as to whitefish and
trout ?-A. I should think so, yes.

Q. What market do you have for your fish or where do you sell them ?-A. At
the present time I am just working on wages here, but I have a boat up on Lake
Superior and her fish is all sold in Canada. The fish caught down here are sold to
Mr. Clark, in Buffalo.

Q. What is the market price you get for those sold to the Buffalo company ?-
A. This year they are 3j to 4 cents for salmon-trout and whitefish..

Q. And those you sell in Canada from Lake Superior, what do you get for
them ?-A. They are tou far from the market-2½ to 3 cents.

Q. Do you sell them up there for that or down here ?-A. Up there.
Q. For the same kind of fish?-A. The same class of fish, yes; they are too far

from the market.
Q. What do you get for herring ?-A. I do not catch herring, not of late years,

we used to catch therm and not sell ther; they were too plentiful.
Q. Are herring caught in Lake Superior ?-A. We do not catch any.
Q. Have you noticed when these fish are in their ripcst condition for laying

their eggs, for instance, salmon-trout ?-A. There are two or three species of trout
in this lake. I have seen them spawning the latter end of August or the first of
September, out on the outside reefs in the middle of the lake-we call it a reef, but
it is under thirty or forty fathorms of water.
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Q. What kind of trout do-you eall these ?-A. I don't know the proper name
for them; they are a kind of deep water trot-" red fin " wecall them.

Q. What size will they be generally ?r-A. Well, from th-ree to eight pounds,
around there-five or six pounds.

Q. Well, the general :average would be what ?-A. WelI, they are a pretty
large size.

Q. Would they average five pounds or four pounds ?-A. Well, from four to
£wle pounds I should judge-that is this class I am speaking-of, you know.

Q. That is what I mean. They would run to an average of about four pounds ?
-A. Yes, sir.

Q. One gentleman gave us black trout and white trout?-A. Well, the black
-lrout is what we cali the rock trout inshore.

Q. Weil, then, these are the white trout?-A. Yes, deep water trout, or white
trOut or red fin.

Q. Do you know that thoy do spawn there ?-A. I have seen them spawning
*everal times.

Q. In September ?-A. The 1st of September and all through it.
Q. Does this fish vever go near the shore at all ?-A. No, sir; I have never

caught them inshore.
Q. Not in the midsummer months?-A. No, sir.
Q. Well, now, the other kind of trout, what do you cali thom ?-A. The rock

trout.
Q. Or black trout ?-A. Yes, or black trout.
Q. When do they begin tospawn?-A. About the lst of November generally;

they commence to come in then. That is when we commence to catch them. They
are not altogether ripe then for spawning.

Q. They come in along the shore about the beginning of November ?-A. Yes,
about then; some seasons are later than others.

Q. And commence spawning afterwards ?-A. From that date, I should judge.
Q. What will the average weight of these fish that come in at that time be?-

A. Well, they are from four to ton pounds, around there; a pretty large fish.
Q. Well, what average would they be ?-A. They will average five pounds

easy, down this way.
Q. Then, they are not much larger than the deep-water trout-they will only

average a pound higher than the deep-water trout, or are they much larger ?-A.
They are much larget, apparently; of course. you will get some deep-water trout
as large.

Q. But we are taking their average?-A. Weil, they will be probably six or
seven pounds; of course, different catches are different sizes.

Q. And these are always spawning fish; are they mature fish ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, do you catch this trout at atl out in deep water ?-A. Well, seldom;

an odd one once in a while.
Q. Have you any idea where these fish go to in thesummer that are only caught

in November or the fall.-A. My idea is that they are ail over the lake, scattered
about; in fact, I have seen them playing, fine days.

Q. Do you suppose that this is on their feeding grounds, as distinguished from
their breeding grounds ?-A. Oh, yes; their breeding grounds are on clean rock, no
sand or mud ; it bas got to be clean honeycomb rock.

Q. And about the lt of November they come into the shore to spawn ?-A.
Where there is hard, clean rock bottom, you won't get them anywhere else; that is
where they frequent, that class.

Q. What ls your idea about herring-when do they spawn ?-A. Sone years it
is a little later than others. Down here where I have fished for years, they gener-
ally spawn about the same time, or a littie later, probably; about the 15th of
November is their best time.

Q. Have you any idea whon the pickerel spawn ?-A. No, I don't know.
Q. Do you know whether they spawn in the spring or in the autumn ?-A.

They don't -spawn in the autunu, [,don't thiink, except it is very late. I am not posi-
tive, because it is ontly an odd few we do catch.
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Q. Well, what du you1thiBk as to the>time the piekerel spawn ?-A. They-are
a coarse fish- and we hardly- aver catch: them out, in the gill-nets,. they are caught
more ail along the shorewith trap-nets and. seinesi

Q. And you cannot say anything about their·spawning time ?-A.. No, sir.
Q. When doyoui experience the-greatest amount of lossw.ithyour nets·in, fish

ing in the; lake ?-A. Ohb in the fail of the year- generally, thisfull in particular..
After-September there is nover-very much made. The:latter end of September and
October is generally unfavourable weather. It is the most unfavoirable time; we
never lose any nets, but we loseýtime, it is.the most unfavourable time.

Q. What about November ?-A. Well, that would be worse still, I should judge.
We generally pull out anyway whether it is a close season or not.

Q. Well, exactly. November would be a worse month still ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. You do not use pound-neta, at ail, you say ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Do you meet with difficulty at times after stormy weather in. the summer

monthswith being unable to get out to your nets in the deep water to take them up?
-A. We meet with difficulty after big stormi> more· with big logs going throughb
the nets.

Q. Would you meet with this difficulty of big logs out in the deep water i--A.
Oh, yes, ail over, sometimes after big gales. Sometimes they drift for miles.

Q. Thon the gill-nets are injured by being fouled with logo ?-A. Yes, and from
strong currents and storm.

Q. Whon this.takes place with a large number of fish in the nets what resulta?
-A. If the nets wereofound in due time the fish would be ail right.

Q. What would you call due time ?-A. Oh, four or five days. As long as they
were not decomposed in any way they would ail, or nearly ail, be fit for food.

Q. Weli, would the fish be all dead at this time ?-A. Oh, no, probably one-half
ofthem would be alive.

Q. Would they ail be as marketable asfish brought in after oneday's-catching-?-
-A. No. There are two classes, firat class, and second class, and these drowned
or dead fish are sold as second class fish, and the live ones are first class fish.

Q. Thon they are not unmarketable at ail, it seoems ?-A. No, except a chance
one that wili be destroyed. Sometimes probably after a storm we would not be out
for two weeks and then of course there are many that are not marketable; many of
them were this falI, and during the summer too.

Q. Well, the unmarketable ones, what happons to thom?-A. They are thrown
away or taken ashore and buried if they wili handle. Sometimes they won't
handle in that way.

Q. Doos this occur often-?-A. Oh, no, probably once or twice in the season.
Q. Depends on the weather ?-A. Exactly on the wegther. Very seldom in,

the summer time, generally in September and so on.
Q. Is that about the general thirig with ail the other fishermen as well as your.

self?-A. That is a general rule.
Q. Is it ?-A. Oh, yes, I think so.
Q. These 1i-pound fish-do you know them to be immature, that is unable te

reproduce their species, unable to spawn ?-A. I have seen some very small ones
spawn, I could not say the exact weight. Two pounds and over I am satisfied that
th ey are mature.

Q. Would this be the sarùe with the bright fish, and with the black fish as they
are called ?-A. Well, I don't know about the 'rock trout, but the deep water fish I
am satisfied do; I never caught rock trout that small.

Q. The deep water 2-pound trout is sufficiently mature to produce eggs ?-A.
Yes, but I rather think not with the rock trout.

Q. Are you aware of the law with regard to the Sunday close season, that is, to
take up the nets at 6 o'clock Saturday night and keep them up until Monday-morni
ing ?-A. Yes.

Q. Is it practicable or possible for the fishermen to comply with that?-A, Noi
sir, not here4 we could: not- make a living if that wa, the case.

Q. And. you think, it- is altogether impracticable-to enforce it ?-A. It is alto.
gther impracticable109
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Q. Do you know of a practice of the Americans of poaching or fishing in our
waters ?-A. Well, except this fall, I never saw them before. There was one this
season, I believe, or at least I saw ber once or twice down here at Kettle Point.

Q. Was that a tug?-A. Yes, a tug.
Q. With her fishing gear-fishing where?-A. About 35 miles south-east of

here down at Kettle Point, that is the name of the place, in Canadian waters.
Q. Ilow far would this fishing be carried on from our shore-?-A. Oh, from five

to ten miles, they say five or six miles fi-om the nearest land. In the summer time
we make no difference, we would be setting alongside of them, and sometimes our
nets vould be fout of each other-no distinction of lin-e made between us.

Q. This would be where ?-A. About the centre of the lake where we call the
reef is.

Q. Well, we want to know whether it is judicious and fair on the part of the
Ganaiian Government to have proper close seasons. What is your opinion as to
that?--A. Well, naturally speaking, I would say it would he, but I have seen no re-
suits of it yet. It bas been ten or fifteen years in operation now and I have seen no
results from it yet.

Q. You say that generally the fishermen bere have not fished in the month of
Nove mber ?-A. No.

Q. Then the month of November not being used by the fishermen the close
season here bas not effected them but has benefitted them in two ways, in that it
preserves the fish and prevents loss by the fishermen ?-A. Well, I fished here long
before there was a close season and we never did auything more then than we do.
now, we always tried to let up about that time.

Q. Then there is a natui-al close season ?-A. Yes, a natural close season.
Q. If some people fished during that lime and others did not, they would have a

certain advantage over those who did not fish, and, therefore, would it not be better
for the Government to establish a close season ?-A. I think if a poor man wanted to
catch a few fish let him do so, but naturally thinking 1 would say it would be better
and more natural that there should be a close season; but I say we never made any-
thing at that time.

Q. Naturally speaking it should be so?-A. Yes.
Q. How soon do you usually set your nets in the spring ?-A. Oh, from the

middle of April to the lst of May, around there, whenever the ice gets off.
Q. And you generally pull up your nets when ?-A. We fish right on until the

stormy season comes; we let up the summer or deep sea-nets, about the middle of
Septem ber.

Q. Well, now the summer net is a net to catch what kind of fish ?-A. This
smaller fish: they have kirger mesh-nets to catch these rock trout.

Q. The rock trout-nets are set when ?---A. The 15th of September to about the
lst of Novem ber.

Q. With meshes of what size ?-A. Oh, 5 to 6-inch extension measure.
Q. Why do you give the name rock trout ?-A. Because they are always caught

on rock bottom; never catch them anywhere else.
Q. Do they frequent this rock boitom for spawning purposes?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you anything to do with the sturgeon at all?-A. No, sir, I have seen

them.
Q. Have you formed any opinion with regard to the advisability of the artificial

breedîng of ish ?-A. I don't know much about it, I am sure, sir. I cannot tay I
have seen any results around here.

Q. You do not know anything about artificial breeding of fish ?-A. No.
Q. Were yo one of the petitioners to Government to have a hatchery establish-

ed bere at Goderich on account of the falling off of the fisheries ?-A. I expect I
was, very likely I did : I almost forget now.

Q. Have you the same opinion still ?-A. 1 have beard a great deal of talk
from the other side.

Q. Well, have you the same opinion still that you then subscribed to, viz.: that
on account of the falling off of the fisheries bere it would be advisable to have a
hatchery here ?-A. Weil, yes, as long as they can prove that they would replenish
the waters.
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Q. Well, we cannot prove that until they are built. You think that the peti-
tion for having a batchery here is correct ?-A. Yes, that will do : yes.

Q. You sell your fish you say. to the Buffalo Company ?-A. To Mr. Clark here.
Q. Where are they delivered?-A. Right in the harbour here.
Q. And are they put into a freezer ?-A. Packed in ice and sent away the next

morning generally.
Q. Have you been fishing here long ?-A. About seventeen years.
Q. Were fish more numerous years ago than they are at present?-A. Well,

whitefish was, but not trout.
Q. What is your conclusion for that being the case?-A. I think the trout bas

eaten up the young fry, that are not killed, that is my belief.
Q. It is caused by the trout consuming the young whitefish, you think ?-A.

Yes, that is my own opinion, I do not say it is so.
Q. And any other reason ?-A. Well, the old fish being eaught or killed off too

much.
Q. Being too numerously caught, is that what you mean, or being over fished ?

-A. Well, probably there is sornething in that. You see they only frequent a cer-
tain distance along the water, they do not go out over twenty-five or thirty fathoms
and the trout go out all over the lake. Whitefish frequent waters near the shore
and wherever it is shallow and are more easily caught.

Q. And the continuance of this, you think, bas brought about the present
reduaction of whitefish ?-A. That is my idea, yes.

Q. Is there any falling off of the salmon-trout to what they wore in former
years, either in size or in quantity ?-A. Well, there is in certain places; other places
they are just as numerous.

Q. What do you think is the cause of this falling off ?-A. Or, in other words,
I have seen very poor years when I first started, very poor years, and the last two
or three vears they have been fully up to, tbe average.

Q. What we want to find out is, is there any falling off of this salmon-trout
between now and former years ?-A. I do not think there is much falling off of the
salmon-trout except in certain places, but it is made up for in other places.

Q. What is the cause of the falling off in these certain places?-A. Well, they
have probably moved off or have been scared away, I could not tell.

Q. Not by over fishing ?-A. No, I don't think so.
Q. When the fish leave one place do the fishermen follow them if it is possible

to find them ?-A. We loose all track of them. They migrate away and they are
liable to come back to-morrow, but it might not be the same run.

Q. What about the herring, sir, are they scarcer ?-A. The lake is chuck full of
them ; at least they do not pay to fish now with gill nets.

Q. What do you think the whitetish live upon?-A. They feed on the bottom
altogether, on worms, small worms, we pick them up in the nets often-littie grubs.

Q. And are these places where the worms and grubs are found far out in the
lake or generally in shallower water ?-A. In about twenty fathoms of water, from
eighteen to twenty fathons.

By Mr. Barris:

Q. Do you think it would be better for the fishermen if they all took their nets
out alter the first of November, do you think they would make more money in the
end ?-A. I think they would be just as well off if they would pull out then, that is,
not for herring, but for whitefish and trout; they would catch no herring at all if
they did not fish with gill-nets.

Q. Well, what fish do you regard as most profitable of the fish in the lake ?-A.
Well, with gill-nets, salmon-trout altogether.

Q. Which would you put first?-A. Well, salmon-trout. We did not catch
enough whitefish last year to pay the men's wages.

Q. Is the close season regarded as a hardship here ?-A. It is not by us, but it
might be by some sporting men.

Q. But not by fishermen ?-A. No, sir.
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By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. You say that the fishermen wonid be better off if their nets were taken up
in November, except for herring ?-A. Except for herring.

Now, wbat sized mesh do you use for herring ?-A. Two and a half to twe and
three-quarters.

Q. Do you know if there is any regulation for it?-A. No, sir.
Q. You say the herring net mesh now used, is what?-A. Two and three-quarters

to two and five-eighths, I think.
Q. Where would you fish with these herring nets-would they be seine or gill-

nets ?-A. Gill-nets.
Q. Whero would you fish with these to get your herring ?-A. Up around the

Bruce Peninsula, and the bays between the islands. We always used to make for
shelter.

Q. And this would be in Novem ber ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. In what depth of water would you use this net ?-A. On four or five fathoms,

that is ail, sometimes less.
Q. What sort of bottom would there be there ?-A. Ail kinds, rock and sand,

and clay; they corne in that numeréus that they are ail over, bometines all over
the bay; it does not make any difference to them.

Q. If you are using this two and three-quarters oi- two and five-eighths gill-net
mesh in these places for catching herring in November, how would that effect the
whitefish and salmon-trout ?-A. They do not corne in there at ail. I never caught
a wbitefish with a herring net. I have caught an oid salmon-trout.

Q. Do I understand that whitefish and salmon-trout do not go into any bays at
all to spawn ?-A. No, they stay on the shallows outside, they won't go into the
sandy or muddy bottom at all, rock-trout won't.

Q. Are you acquainted with Wiarton Bay ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What kind of bottom would you call that, fiveor six miles down ?--A. Wel,

it is what we call a clean bottom. I never fished there.
Q. Do you know whether salmon-trout come in there to spawn ?-A. Well, it

is a local trout, they do not corne in from the Georgian Bay there, probably a few
local trout.

Q. My reason for asking you this question, is if possible to devise some means
to prevent salmon-trout and whitefish whieh go in there to spawn being caught by
the herring nets of 2¾ and 2-inch mesh-but you say they do notfrequent the same
waters ?-A. Weil, Wiarton Bay is a very deep bay-where we fish it is near five
or six fathoms deep.

Q. You are engaged now in a salmon-trout gill-net fishery?-A. Yes, sir, I am
now.

Q. When the month of Novem ber comes around do you take up your nets and
do you resort to the herring fishing then ?-A. No, sir, the last four or five vears it
did not pay us. We have done nothing.

Q. Well, is it the custom with the fishermen whon they are done with the
salmon-trout and whitefish fishing to commence the herring fishing ?-A. It use< to
be so, but it has not paid us to catch them of late years.

Q. Then, in your opinion, there would bc no objection to a close season for
whitefish, salmon-trout and herring ?-A. Well, I don't see any use for a close sea-
son for herring, there are so many of them.

Q. Is it the principal food of the salmon-trout ?-A. No, sir, they are" not the
principal food.

Q. What is ?-A. They feed on minnows in particular, and also on herring and
on a]l yonng fry.

Q. The minnows you refer to are not the young of herring and whitefish ?-A.
No, sir, they are not. I have examined ther particularly and I am sure of that.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. You don't, think there should be a close season for herring ?-A. I do not see

any need of it.
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Q. What time do you think that close season should be ?-A. For herring?
Q. Yes?-A. Oh, from the 15th of November to the 5th of December, if there

was a close season that would be the time.
Q. I do not understand what difference that would make to any fisherman if ail

the nets were up at that time ?-A. Oh, there is a great many who depend on that
altogether, don't you see.

Q. If it would pay the fishermen on this lake to take up thoir nets by the 1st
of November, I do not see how a close season would matter ?-A. I am speaking
now of the tugmen. We fish pretty hard ail summer and don't feel like continuing
on, but there is some who scrape along ail summer and they have got to do some-
thing in the fall to help them overthe winter, and they fish for herring.

Q. Then the reason you think there should be no close season for herring is
that there would be so little fishing for them in November in this lake that it would
hardly matter. Is that what you mean ?-A. Yes, srnething like that. It would
not pay us to hire men to go on catching them, but if a man wishes to go on to catch
them, well and good, there is lqts of them there. That is my idea.

Q. That is what you mean ?-A. Yes. To get up a fishing rig and hire men to
catch them would not be safe, you would come out in debt. But if a man wants to get
a few to help him over the winter, that is a different thing. So long as there is white-
fish and sa!mon-trout to be caught we don't want to bother with herring.

Q. Whether do you consider the fishery on the Canadian side of Lake Huron
or on the American side the. better ?-A. I consider we have the best grounds alto-
gether. The best feeding grounds and also the best breeding grounds-we have a
rolling bottom, a more uneven bottom.

Q. Are you of the opinion that the fish that are native to these grounds on this
side of the lake pass over to the American side at ail, spawning or breeding there ?
-A. Well, I should hardly think they would from the Georgian Bay, but I am satis-
fied that they do down here where it is only forty or fitty miles to the other side.

Q. And you think that they pass from one side to the other ?-A. Oh, yes.
Q. But if we have got the best breeding grounds why should they do that ?-A.

Well, I don't know. I suppose there is not much difference down here, but take it
up by the Georgian Bay that is the best breeding grounds on the whole chain of
lakes; they have not got an equal to it on the whole chain of lakes, but down here
it does not make much difference.

H. W. BALL, being sworn, made the following statemeit:-
Mr. Chairman, I wish first of all, to put before this commission, what I belieor

to be the correct time of spawning of fish, and ail that I will say will be from actual
observation taken by myself.

I reside in Goderich, and am fishery overseer here. My nationality is English.
I wish to say that I have made personal examination with a microscope of ail fish
that I may speak of. Salmon-trout unquestionably spawn from the 1st to the 30th
of November ; I have emne across a few towards the 27th and 28th October that
would be softening, apparently ripening for voiding; but I have never come across
any mature fish yet of that tribe, that has spawned by the lst of November.
Recently, in fact, on the 17th day of the present month, I seized about thirty-fqur
fish and they are ail what our friends here cali rock trout, but they were caught in
nets placed out on the 27th of October. I sbhould judge they had been in the nets
about ten days. I examined the fish and found that none of them had spawned but
were ail ripe, as far as I could see-they were decomposed, and therefore I did not
handle them nuch. As to whitefish, I have had only three or four opportunities for
examination, but in those that I have had, I found that the spawn as hardly ripe as in
the salmon-tr.out, I should judge from five to ten days behind. Herrings-I have
examined hundreds ripe throughout-I am positive, as a rule, spawn from the lst
day of November, right well on until December; and perch spawn the same time.
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Pickerel, I have never caught yet, with the spawn ready for voiding. I have caught
them in the fall and found the fibers; but after the 15th day of May, the legal day on
which they could be caught, I have never found one with spawn. Therefore they
spawn by the 15th of May. In regard to bass, their spawn in the month of October
is more futlly developed than that of the pickerel, but I caught a large number this
year, and never in one instance by the 15th or 16th of June, until Lmight legally
catch them, bas there been any spawn in them. They would have spawned before
the 15th or 16th of June. Now, the only other fish that I bave critically examined
is the sturgeon. In the year 1891, I examined between ten and twenty sturgeon in
the month of May, and I found the spawn in this fish in all stages, some you might
say almost softened for voiding, some almost ready to be laid, wbilst others were
hard. In June, I examined as many fish, and in July, the same number of fish, and
my experience was the same. In August, a great number of fish, and the same ex-
perience ; and the same experience in September with a lesser number of fish. The
first two examinations I made were on the Sth and 15th of October: on the 8th I
examined seven fish, three were without spawn and three others were fish about to
spawn, but still seemed to lack ten or fifteen days of full ripeness; and on the 15th
of October I examined four, two of them only with spawn, and those two seemed to
require a few days yet before their spawn was in a proper condition for deposition
on the rocks.

Regarding the observations made here to-day of malmon-trout, I am clearly of
the opinion that we have no two different kinds of fish on this lake, but the fish are
the same and their habits are different in this way, that the smaller fish stick to the
bottom where they are away from the larger fish, and the larger fish go ail over the
lake in the summer time for feeding purposes and in the fall they gather together in
large shoals for the purpose of spawning on shallows or reefs, coming together in
largenumbers. The whitefish of course, as I have already said, spawn about the
same time, and there is no trouble about the two kinds of fish.

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. It is a fallucy then, in your estimation, that there are two kinds of salmon-
trout in this lake that frequent different waters ?-A. Yes, undoubtedly. I may say
that the reason our fishermen believe that there are two kinds of fish is simply be-
cause they inhabit two different kinds of water, the smaller fish go to the deeper
waters where they are less the prey of the bigger fish.

Q. Would you give an opinion as to migration ?-A. The smaller fish are ail in
deep water in the middle of the lake and unquestionably they migrate, but I don't.
think they go to the other side any more than this.

Q. Would you give an opinion with regard tb these smaller fish, whether they
are ripe or mature for spawning ?-A. Yes, they are; I have seen then at two-pound
weight, certainly.

I wish to put on record that I believe there should. be no close season whatever
for sturgeon. In addition to their spawning habits, I have examined the feeding
habits of this fish, and in every sturgeon that I examined I found food through the
microscope, that I feel convinced was the spawn of other fish. I have also found
that in the sucker tribe and the mullets, and 1 have found that in no other fish, and
this is why I am strongly opposed to a close season for stargeon. In those of the
salmon-trout I have found nothing but herring and these smalt minnows or chub.

Q. The principal food of the salmon-trout is herring ?-A. Yes, and the small
minnows called chub. In the whitefish I found the food to be a grub or worm, and a
large minerai or vegetable growth interspersed with them.

Q. Do you mean that the worm feeds on the vegetable growth ?-A. Yes, and
also the fish feed on the vegetable growth. When I came to Goderich there was a
very fair run of salmon-trout and whitefish on this coast, that is twenty years ago.
The numbers caught were not numerous, but the fish caught were very heavy, and
therefore the work was one that paid the fishermen. As years went by there was
no law carried ôut as regards bringing the offal to shore and therefore tahe fish being
cleaned on the boats when coming home, part of the offal was thrown into the lake.
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This, to my mind, caused what followed-an entire loss offish off this part, so that
some five years since two boats could hardly be profitubly employed.

Q. Might I just ask this, in passing. Would that lead you to believe that these
fish are in families and perform their functions in certain localities, and if once
driven therefrom would that end their existence there?-A. For a time until the
grounds became pure again and they would cone back again. The last two or
three years salmon-trout have been very plentiful in this part, there being about
twice or three times the number caught the last two or three years annually to what
was caught twenty years ago, although the weight is not so great and the profit
therefore is not more.

Q. Is it because there is more capital employed and more fishing geer used now
than then that more are caugbt ?-A. Yes, that is one cause, -but the main cause is
the purity of the ground. All the decaying matter that was put in at one tire has
entirely disappeared and there has been good feeding ground. There is more caught
now, on account of the size of the net, which is reduced from'five inches to four and
a half, and also on account of its flexibility and the make of the twine.

Q. An improvement in the strength of the twine ?-A. Yes, and in catching
the fish. In a proper twine net where one trout used to be caught by the teeth,
with the new twine thirty would be caught by the teeth and of course these would
be of all sizes, from a four-ounce trout to any size.

Q. Are you prepared to make a recommendation as to the size of twine that
should be used?-A. Well, I am not, for that is a point I have never studied.

Q. Would it not be advisable to regulate the twine ?-A. Well, I am not prepar-
ed to say about it; it seems to me an impossibility to do that now.

The take of salnon-trout in this part is as good as ever it was in past years,
and I would like to say that that of course shows that the hatcheries must have had
an influence in that direction, for in 1871 it only required ten fish to make a hundred
weight and now it takes fron thirty to forty, and it seems to me it naturally follows
that the hatcheries come into play here, for the fish now are three times as abundant
as they were at that time, because that is admitted, I think, by the fishermen them-
selves. that they catch as much in weight to-day as they did twenty years ago.

Q. But the fish are more numerous ?-A. They must be more numerous to make
up for the weight, when they catch as much now as they did then.

Q. Do you know anything in regard to the poaching by the Americans on our
shore at all ?-A. Well, I merely heard some of them talking and they turned around
to me; and I wrote a letter last night to the Government on the subject.

Q. You have reported the thing to the department?-A. I wrote to the Gov-
ernment, to the Deputy Minister. It is not in my district.

Q. You have described very fully what you think about spawning time. Now,
what is your idea with regard to the periods in which fish are in their best condi.
tion for eating purposes-would it be sometime before the spawning season ?-A.
The time of their best condition is when the water is cold.

Q. Then you think the spawning operation does affect the fish at all?-A. Un-
questionably I do think so.

Q. What is the quality of the fish when done spawing?-A. Well, they are
miserable then.

Q. What is your idea with regard to the herring fishery ?-A. Well, my idea
is that there should be a close season for all fish. It is admitted on ail hands that
herring fishing after trout and whitefish fishing, does not pay. Now, during ten
days' experience I observed how the herring fishery was carried on during this pre-
sent month. There was but one boat seen on the move during that ten days, and I
know a man who supplied seven hundred packages or barrels for herring, and he
informed me that less than one hundred and fifty were filled and the men had all
left the fishing grounds. If this was not on account of the water it shows me that
our herring fishery is becoming very much diminished, because all this fishing look
place between hundreds of islands and the main land along that shore where there
was a moderate protection all the time from one gale to the other.

Q. And your impression is that herring need protection as well as others ?-A.
Yes, that is my impression. I am sure that they are gradually diminishing in Lake
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Huron. Five years ago, I or any other man could go down to the river here and
catch one hundred herriug; this season I caught but twenty-eight and worked hard
for thein. They do not come here, and it seems a natutral conclusion that if they do
not corne around here where they are bred, that they cannot be in any other place.

Q. You have not given us your views, sir, with regard to what is the correct
size of mesh for the pots-of pound-nets in order to gill a fair sized fish and yet not
gill an immature fish ?-A. Well, there is a great difference about that. In one
case I would only have 2 inches so that the perches and suckers would be caught;
but this would catch immature fish. J think a mesh of 4 inches would cover ail
purposes-a mesh of 4 inches in the pot would bo.equivalent to 5 or 5j inches in
the present whitefish nets used, so far as gilling the fish.

Q. In your experience and supervision as fishery officer do you consider it
would be possible to establish a pound-net for one description of fish, and a pound-
net for another description of fish in another locality? For instance, if a man
wanted to fish for the coarser fish. such as perch and pickerel and all these coarser
fish and he bas to get a license to fish for these with the pound-net, would it be
advisable to give him a 2-inch mesh to fish in a certain locality for a certain fish ?-
A. If ho was an honest man it would be. It would have to be with the condition
that for all fish that his license did not cover should have to be returned to the
water.

Q. But there are certain localities where certain fish frequent ?--.-A. I know
nothing about that. On our coast they ail' mix up together and you catch anything
from a herring to a sturgeon.

Q. Then, your idea is that a 4-inch mesh would cover the ground ?-A. Yes,
the tunnels and heart should be 5-inch and the leads perhaps 6 or 7.

Q. A 4-inch mesh would lot ail the herring out, would it not ?-A. Yes, and
ail the undersized pickerel and ail the other fish.

Q. Would a 3-inch extension mesh for either a gill or pot pound-net gill or
take medium sized whitefish ?-A. Oh, they rarely gill in a pound, but in a gill-net
proper whitefish would be rarely caught, but a large number of trout would be caught
by any sized mesh by the teeth-very few gill.

Q. You think that a gill-net with 3-inch extension measure would not gill
young whitefish ?-A. I think not.

Q. How is it that in the Georgian Bay all the whitefish are caught by gill-nets?
-A. Because it is shallower water and they are larger fish.

Q. A 3-inch gill-net with the ordinary fine twine that they use would it not
catch a medium-sized whitefish; if a full-grown whitefish will gill in a 41-inch mesh,
would not a medium size gill in a 3-inch mesh ?-A. Weil, it would have to be a
very small fish.

Q. One and a-half pound ?-A. Yes, at the outside.
Q. Well, will not a 3-inch mesh or a 2j inch mesh gill a great number of large

herring?--A. Yes.
Q. Well, a large herring would be perhaps a pound or a pound and a-half or two

pounds?-A. Oh, rarely. The average herring caught on this lake is less than a
pound, or three quarters of a pound.

Q. Then a large herring would not gill in a 3-inch mesh ?-A. Weil, I have
never seen them.

Q. What I want to know is that with a 3-inch mesh in the gill-nets, or 3-inch
mesh in the pots, whether it would not gill in any case a number of the immalure
whitefish ?-A. Yes, if they went into the pot.

Q. Well, if they got into the pound would they not try to go out and thon gill
in the 3-inch mesh ?-A. Hardly. The whole trouble is the pliable twine which
catches the gils and holds them. The soft twine would allow them to pass through.

Q. But with regard to the gill-net, if the mesh were 3-inch would it not
catch quite a number of small whitefish ?-A. Well, I could not say. I have had no
experience. I should think it would, of course, but T don't know for my part.
There is one thing I would like to suggest, and that is, that it be added to our
regulations the same as in the Ontario Fish and Game Act, that no basu be caught
under a size of ten inches in our waters.
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Q. Speckled trout, what about them?-A. I krow very little about them, sir.
I only know that the close season certainly covers the spawning scason, and thalt is
as far as I know.

By -Mr. Harris:
Q. How far back does your knowledge of this Lake Huron fishery extend?-

A. Weil, theoretically twenty years, but practically only four.
Q. About what time were the whitefish in the greatestabundance her-e; how far

back ?-A. About from sixteen to twenty years.
Q. And the saimon-trout, when were they in their greatest abundan'ce ?-A. At

the present day in numbers.
Q. Have the whitefish greatly decreased ?-A. Yes, greatly, almost disappeared

on this coast.
Q. To what cause do you attribute their disappearance ?-A. To pollution of

the fishing grounds by dropping offal therein.
Q. What offal ?-A. From the fish when being cleaned.
Q. Is that practice continued still ?-A. No.
Q. When was that stopped ?-A. Stopped when they stopped fishing.
Q. For whitefish ?-A. For any fish here, it naturally stopped, there was no

fish.
Q. Were they cleaned for the purpose of salting?-A. No.
Q. For what purpose?-A. Why, to bring them in and sell them. A fisherman

here goes out twenty or thirty miles, and takes his catch and on the return to shore.
and those not employed in running the boat, clean fish and by the time they get
here the fish are cleaned.

Q. What season of the year was the princi al catch of whitefish at that time ?
-A. Oh, I could not say. It was generally th ugh during the year. I know we
could always catch them.

Q. Do you consider a close season for heirring a necessity ?-A. Not for herring
themselves, but for the protection of other fish to prevent illegal methods being
carried out.

Q. I suppose you have a knowledge of the system of pound-net fishing as well
as gill-net fishing?-A. Well, a little.

Q. Which system of the two do you consider the most destructive to fish ?-A.
Gill-net fishing.

Q. More wasteful also?-A. Exactly, that is what I mean. It is wasteful.
My meaning is this, if the. pound-net breaks away the fish are ail loose; if a gill-net
is washod away there may be ton tons of fish in it and they are blown ail over the
lake, the fish are lost and the lake filled full of decayed fish.

Q. And that would be as destructive to the fishery as cleaning the fish and
throwing the offal into the lake?-A. Oh, yes, of course.

Q. You think the department should not discourage pound-net fishing in this
lake?-A. Certainly not. Of course the licenses should be issued with discretion,
but I look upon it ats only a fair return to the Government to try to protect the fish
in this lake and see that every fish that is caught in it is a marketable commodity,
and I have known when the proceeds of a gill-net is brought to shore not one-half of
it is marketable, and, again, if some of the fish are mellow and salted away, it is not
good for the reputation of Canada that we should sait such fish. They are not whole-
some food.

Q. Is there any discontent among the fishermen here at the presont time ?-A.
Great.

Q. Great ?-A. Yes.
Q. What is the cause of it?-A. The argument is brought up that the Ameri-

cans are allowed to fish in our waters when we cannot fish in our own. But there
would be no discontent, or there should be'none, if fishing was not a little overdone,
like every other calling, and except for the herring fishery this fall it would be the
best paying business in the county of Huron.

Q. Is the principal cause for discontent that the Americans fish in our waters ?
-A. Oh, no, 1 did not say that.
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Q. That is not the principal cause ?-A. No.
Q. What is the principal cause?-A. That the business is overdone, that is the

principal cause.
Q. Otherwise speaking, too many fish are caught and too low a price is paid ?-

A. Yes, too many in the business anyway, it al[ amounts to the same thing.
Q. Is it the gill-net fishing or the pound-net fishing that is overdone?-A. The

whole fishing business generally. In pound-net fishing last year we had a man who
had about tventy nets within the next twelve miles south, not in my district, and he
took them ell up in June, and I will guarantee that ho did not catch as much fish as
paid for the license ho got.

Q. Am I to understand that the fisbery in Lake Huron or this part of it is too
overcrowded to be profitable ?-A. No, I did not say that. There are many people
engaged in the business that do not grumble, and there are others that do. it is a
business that if a man has been in the fishing business and has some capital another
man goes to him and says, advance me money to start fishing, and they advance
him money and start him. They would start anybody to get fish.

Q. Am I to understand that the large dealers succeed in getting men to go into
the business who do not understand their busineqs?-A. No, I did not say that.

Q. Do large dealers encourage fishermen to fish late in the season ?-A. None
that 1 know of, because the dealers are ail watched too closely.

Q. For herring ?-A. Oh, no, they do not touch them.
Q. As, a rule what time do the fishermen stop fishing in this lake ?-A. As a

rule they stop at the end of October. They may have a net left in after November,
but they never set a net after the 27th of October, to my knowledge, down this way.

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Then the present close seagon is not injurious to fishermen at all ?-A. It is

a benefit, it is a benefit in every way to them.
Q. In preventing them from losing their nets, and in the preservation of the

spawning ih which produce young fish ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. That is the true English of it, I suppose ?-A. Yes, that is the English of it.

November 23rd, 1892.
MALCOLM McDONALD sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. What is your residence, Mr. McDonald ?-A. Goderich, sir.
Q. And what is your occupation ?-A. Fishing, sir.
Q. Of how many years standing ?-A. Well, between eighteen and twenty off

and on.
Q. Your nationality ?-A. Scotch.
Q. And what kind of a fishery is that you carry on ?-A. Gill-net fishery, sir.
Q. What description of fish do you catch in your fishery?-A. Salmon-trout

and whitefish, principally.
Q. Are these the only fish that you take ?-A. Well, that is about al; there is

an odd rough fish gets in once in a while.
Q. Do any sturgeon get into your net at ail ?-A. Oh, very seldom, an odd one.
Q. In what locality is your fishery carried on?-A. Well, in Lake Huron and

the Georgian Bay.
Q. You uso no other kind of net except the gill-net?-A. No, sir.
Q.. Can you give me as near as possible the size of the mesh and the net that

you use for salmon-trout and whitefish ?-A. Four and a half inches.
Q. The same mesh ?--A. Yes, sir.
Q. Can you give me the description of twine you use ?-A. Number fifty during

summer fishing and for fall fishing number thirty to thirty-five.
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Q. How do you mean thirty and thirty-five, will a portion of the net bo thirty

and .another portion of it thirty-five ?-A.. No, no, sornetimes we use thirty, and
sometimes thirty-five.

Q. What might be the average size of the fish you catch of the summer fish,
say salmon-trout ?-A. Well, I should judge from 3j to 4 pounds.

Q. And of the fall fish or what you call rock-trout?-A. Well. between 5 and
6 pounds, about the average.

Q. Now, in your summer fishing, Mir. McDonald, with the 3½ to 4-inch mesh,
how smali would be the run of fish that would pass through that mesh ?-A. Well,
I guess about between 1½ to 2 pounds would pass through.

Q. Two pounds and under would pass through a 3 to 4-i nch mesh ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. And what size would freely pass through your 5 and 6-inch mesh ?-A. Oh,

a 3-pound fish.
Q. A 3-pound fish would pass freely through your fall mesh ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Herring would pass through both of them freely, would they ?-A. Oh, yes,

unless it was an extra large one:
Q. Well, generally speaking, herring would pass through ?-A. Oh, yes.
Q. In your summor fishery with your 3 to 4-inch mesh ?-A. We do not use

3j, it is 41, sir.
Q. For the small fish ?-A. 4-inch mesh, sir.
Q. Do you think that any whitefish would be gilled in 3-inch mesh extension,

moderate sized whitefish ?-A. Well, it would be very small, sir.
Q. What would you call very snail, 1½ pounds and under ?-A. Oh, 1½ pounds

and under.
Q. Have vou ever considered, Mr. McDonald, ut what season of the year the

fish are really in their best condition-salmon-trout, for instance, in which of the
months is it really in its best condition for eating ?-A. Well, I don't think there is
any difference in the summer months, I think they are the same in May, June, July,
August and October until after spawning.

Q. Until after spawning, when would that be ?-A. Well, of course there is
some of them spawns earlier than others, but as a general rulo November is the
time of the majority.

Q. Do many of them spawn in the last of October ?-A. Oh, yes, I have found
them spawn in the last of July and August, that is an odd one, that is outside fish.

Q. That is exceptional, then ?-A. Oh, yes.
Q. When do the whitefish spawn ?--A. Well, I guess from about the 5th to the

20th of November.
Q. And in regard to their condition then ?-A. Oh, they are just about the

same as the salmon-trout.
Q. They are best during the summer months and until when ?-A. Until after

spawning.
Q. Where do you market your fish generally ?-A. Well, what fish is caught by

my own boat goes to Canada, principally all goes to the Canadian market.
Q. That is, you mean for Canadian consumption ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What fish will they principally be?-A. Salmon-trout and whitefish, princi-

pally all trout.
Q. That is those caught in your own boat. Now, what other boat do you fish

in ?-A. Well, I am working for the company here now-Clark & Company.
Q. Are they the Buffalo Fish Company ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Thon what proportion of your catch would be sold to the Buffalo Fish Com-

pany ?-A. Oh. I could not say, I am sure, I guess they are all sold to the Buffalo
Company.

Q. But you catih a considerable number of fish with your boat?-A. Well, of
course, what is caught with my own boat goes to the Canadian market.

Q. Exactly, and what proportion will you catch with other boats?-A. Oh, I
guess I have caught between fiTty and sixty ton in the.other boats I was in.

Q. For the American market?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What arrangement do you make with the Buffalo Company-do they furnish

you ail the material ?-A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Tbey furnish you with a tug ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Nets?-A. Yes.
Q. In fact ail gear ?-A. Yes, sir. Everything, they just hire me to run the nets.
Q. Do tbey pay you by the share?-A. No, sir; by the month.
Q. And is that general with the most of the other fishermen ?-A. Yes, sir; that

is employed by the company.
Q. That is the system pursued by most of the other fishermen here, is it?-A.

Yes, sir.
Q. They hire in that way with the gear and the material ail furnished and are

paid by the month ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Thon yo make no bargain with regard to the value of the fish at ail ?-A.

No, sir.
Q. You just hand the fish right over to them ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. In fishing for the Buffalo Company, do you fRsh with their tug ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. One tug you have yourself ?-A. Yes, one tug. %
Q. An.d how nluch net ?-A. Well, I forget e3actly what it is, it is about the

same as the rest of them, I suppose.
Q. One tug with necessary fathoms of net ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. You do not recollect just what the fathoms may be, thon ?-A. No, I do not

just now.
Q. There are other boats, too, connected with the tug, are there not ?-A. Oh,

yes.
Q. In fact they furnish you with everything ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Who pays the license for this tug ?-A. WelI, it is the company.
Q. And is the license taken out in your name?-A. No, sir; it is taken out in

the company's.
Mr. BALL.-Yes, it was; it was.taken out in your name this year.
Q. It was taken out in your name but paid for by the company ?-A. Yes, by

the ceompany.
Q. And so far as you know the other fishermen do the same thing?-A. Yes, I

think so.
Mr. BAL L.-I issued five and they are al made out in the names of the captains.
Q. What was the liconse for the tug this year?-A. $25.
Q. For the whole thing?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, with regard to your own fishing, you say you fisi with one bout your-

self ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What license do you pay for that?-A. $5.
Q. That will be called a boat license ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you recollect the quantity of net you use with that boat ?-A. Weil, about

half as much as we do for a tug.
Q. And the fish caught under this license you sell in the Canadian market ?-

A. Yes, sir.
Mr. BALL.-It is SiX thousand yards of net on the license for a boat and twenty-

four thousand for a tug.
Q. Could you get as good a price from the company for the fish you catch in

your own boat as you can in the Canadian market ?-A. No, sir.
Q. They do not give yo as much ?-A. No, ilot by shipping our own fish.
Q. Where are these principally sold, in the immediate neighbourhood?-A. Oh,

down the road, Brantford and Stratford.
Q. Do you ship them away yourself ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What is the usual value of fish that you get from your own boat ?-A. We

get from 4½ to 5 cents per«pound for the salmon-trout and whitefish.
Q. Do any of your brother fishermen soll to the Buffalo Company the fish that

they get ?--A. Well, tbey may.
Q. There are others situated the same way as you are, that is the company

:secures-the license for the boat and they fish ?-A. Yfes, sir.
Q. Aud some of thom sell to the Buffalo Company ?-A. Yes, I think so.
Q. Have you an idea of what they get frôm the Buffalo Company for salmon-

trout and whitefish while you get 4- and 5 c6nts from the Canadian market ?-A,
They get 3½ cents.
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Q. For both whitefish and salmon-trout ?-A. Yes.
Q. Then if the trade was sufficiently large in Canada, the profit would be better

than the American market ?-A. Yes. It is 3½ cents for whitefish when the tug
goes after them. and 3f9 cents when the fishermen deliver them at any depot where
there is a railway station.

Q. They get 3,9 cents when the fishermen deliver them at a point where there
is a depot ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Well, could you sell more than you catch with your own boat in the Cana-
dian market if you had the facilities ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. For instance, suppose you owned a tug of your own, and you had all the
necessary apparatus, could you find an outlet for the fish in Canada?-A. Yes, I
guess we could.

Q. You could seil more than you catch now ?-A. Yes, if we had another boat.
Q. You could sell from two boats, you think ?-A. Yes, I guess we could.
Q. Have you ever applied for more than one license ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. 4re you able to fish for more than one boat on your own account ?-A. No,

nota present.
Mr. BALL.-They are not refused licenses if they apply for them. They can

have more than one license.
Q. You indirectly stated something about the spawning of fish. Now, can you

tell us when you think the salmon-trout are most ripe for spawning purposes-when
do they spawn more freely than at any other time ?-A. Well, I think about the
1st of November.

Q. Would that mean that some would spawn before and some after the 1st of
November?-A. Well, most freely ut that time, I think.

Q. In regard to whitefish, when do you think they are most free in emitting
their eggs ?-A. I think they are a little later on, sir.

Q. That would be still in November?-A. Yes, about the 15th, probably.
Q. Do you catch any herring ut all ?-A. Well, not of late years; we do not.
Q. Do you experience a greater loss. with your nets and fishing gear in any one

month more than another? Is one month more than another more unsafe for your
ishing operations ?-A. Well, it is in September and October.

Q. Do you fish in Novembor ?-A. No, sir.
Q. If you fished in November what might be the effect?-A. Well, some years

would be better than October, and other vears would be worse.
Q. You have had no experience in catching these immature fish, have you?

-A. No, si r.
Q. Your meshes are all too large and they pass through ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What is your idea in regard to the Sunday close time, that is, taking up the nets

from Saturday night until Monday morning ? How would this affect the fishermen ?
-A. It is impossible to do it, sir:

Q. Have you any knowledge of any Americans poaching or fishing on our side
of the water boundary line ?-A. Well, I have seen them this fall, that is ali-one
only.

Q. Seen one what ?-A. One tug.
Q. One tug with fishing gear. I suppose that is what you mean ?-A. Yes, gill-

nets.
Q. Fishing where, sir ?-A. Kettle Point.
Q. How far off from the point ?-A. Well, I should judge about five to seven

miles.
Q. Between five to seven miles from shore ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you know how far it is to the American shore from .Kettle Point?-

A. Well, I could not exactiy say, but 1 guess it will be twenty miles.
Q. That is in a straight line across the lake ?-A. Yes, twenty miles.
Q. Do you know the distance from Goderich across to the American shore ?-

A. Forty-seven miles, sir.
Q. When was this tug there, Mr. McDonald ?-A. It was last week, sir.
Q. Do yon know how long that tug was fishing there ?-A. I do not.
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Q. But you saw it there last week?-A. Yes. I have heard that they were
fishing at Sand Beach, on the American shore, and then they moved on to Port
Huron, and then on to Kettie Point.

Q. That brings up a very interesting point in the whole matter which perhaps
may be the means of creating a great deal of dissention, namely, that Americans
are allowed to fish during the close season when you are not. This American tug
has been fishing in our waters during the close season ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is it fishing now, do you know ?-A. I could not say now, but it has been
fishing, I expect it is, it was setting its nets back that day.

Q. You-have no idea of the quantity of fish they caught ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Nor to whom they sell their fish ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Now, with regard to this matter of protecting fish. You are an old

fisherman: What are vour ideas with regard to the establishing of proper close sea-
sons for the preservation of fish on behalf ofthe fishermen and the fishing industries ?
-A. Oh, I should think we ought to have a proper close season if it is rightly kept,
still I should think it should be kept on both sides. ep

Q. What reason do you give for the close season being kept, is it that the
fisheries should be preserved for the future as well as for the present?-A. Oh, yes.
Still it is very discouraging for us to be keeping it and the Americans not, and they
fishing in our waters ail the time.

Q. And this close season would refer to what kind of fish ? All kinda ?-A.
Yes, that is salmon-trout and whitefish.

Q. Would it in your estimation apply to any other kind of fish or to ail flsh during
their breeding seasons ?-A. Well, of course, herring I don't know much about, be-
cause the lake is so fult of herring, you cannot kill herring off anyway.

Q. Was not the lake at one time pretty full of whitefish too ?-A. Oh, there has
been lots of them along the shores, and I guess there is yet in some places.

Q. Am I correct in stating that the whitefish were at one time plentiful?-A.
Yes, sir.

Q. And what is the state of them now, are they not so plentiful now?-A. Oh,
some years they are, that is, where they are to be caught, in the Georgian Bay.

Q. But we are speaking now of Lake Huron ?-A. Oh, not in Lake Huron.
Q. They are scarcein Lake Huron ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. When do you usually set your nets ?-A. Well, generally about April, some-

times earlier or later.
Q. And you continue fishing until when ?-A. The lst of November, sir.
Q. It has been stated here that there are two kinds of salmon-trout in the lake?

A. Yes, sir.
. Is that your opinion ?-A. That is my opinion, sir.

Q. How do you describe them?-A. Weli, we call thein deep water trout, and
rock-trout.

Q. What is the size of your deep water trout ?-A. Weil, they go from 3j to 4
pounds, probably on an average.

Q. And the rock-trout?-A. Probably 5 to 6 pounds, some places they are
larger than others.

Q. Where do you catch the deep water trout ?-A. Out in the middle of the
lake pretty well. Ont from shore a long way, clear of the rocks, in deep water. -

Q.And the rock-trout ?-A. Along the shore.
Q. At what tinie ?-A. Well, they generally come on from September and

October.
Q. What do you supposee they corne to the shores for ?-A. Well, 1 could

not say; I guess it is to get ready to spawn.
Q. And they spawn principally, I think you said, in October and November ?-

A. November, as a general rule.
Q. Sturgeon, you know nothing about, you say ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Have you ever formed any opinion at ail with regard to the artificial batch-

ing of fish; do you consider it beneficial or otherwise?-A. Oh, I should think it
would be beneficiai.
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Q. And were you one of those gentlemen who petitionîed the Government, with
numerous others, to have a hatchery established here?-A. Yes, sir, I was.

Q. And you think it would be beneficial?-A. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. What month do you begin ,work ?-A. About April.
Q. Just as soon as the ice goes ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. And yon work steadily until November ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Seven months ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you ever seen any pound-nets at work bore ?-A. No, sir; I never saw

them down here.
Q. You don't know anything about them at ail ?-A. Oh, I have seen them at

other places.
Q. At what other places have you seen them ?-A. Oh, I have seen them up

along the Manitoulin.
Q. What nets have you seen there?-A. Oh, I could not say. I could not tell

you about them. I have just seen them, that is ail.

JAMES CLARK re-exarmined:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. You consider yourself sworn now, do you, Mr. Clark ?-A. Yes.
Q. You stated yesterday something in regard to the number of tugs you had-

you said that you had two ofyour own ?-A. I said I have two pound-nets, not tugs,
that I took out licenses for in, my own naine. They belong to the compaýny, the
samo as the rest.

Q. Well, your operations cover quite a number of pound-nets, don't they ?-A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Just give us a rougli estimate of the probable number ?-A. I have no idea.
Q. No idea at pr-esent?-A. No.
Q. Do you know how many tugs you have in operation ?-A. Well, we have

thirteen that we own, but we get fish from a good many more.
Q. These thirteen tugs you run for the fishermen, do yon ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. These are on Lake Erie, Lake Huron and the Georgian Bay ?-A. They are ail

on the Georgian Bay and Lake Huron at the present time. Some of them are
employed carrying fish from the stations; we had ton last year doing this.

Q. And these tugs and all the fishing gear connected with them are wholly
under your control, are they ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Under your control personally, or as a member of the company ?-A. Well,
as a member of the company.

Q. And stockholder, I suppose?-A. Yes, a stockholder.
Q. And that is the Buffalo Fish Company ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. You can only give us an approximate of the quantity of fish you handled last

year fbr the company, about five millions, I think, you stated?-A. Yes, about five
millions.

Q. That is from Canadian waters ?-A. Yes, we buy and catch them all.
Q. Aid these are all shipped to what parts ?-A. Well, we self them aIl through

Canada and the United States..
Q. The proportion to the United States is how much ?-A. Well, about seven-

eighths of the whole.
Q. Can you tell me what the dity is upon Canadian fish going into the United

States under the McKinley Bill ?-A. Seventy-five cents a hundred pounds was to
be in force.

Q. That is three-quarters of a cent on the pound ?-A. Yes.
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Q. I suppose that is what affects the Canadian fisherman here very much, that
is one of the complaints ?-A. Yes, it will destroy the fishing altogether ; still, it bas
not been collected this season, I don't think.

Q. Has it not been colleuted from you?-A. It bas not been collected from any
one as far as I know.

Q. When you say from any one else you niean from the Canadians ?-A. From
the Canadians; I do not know of any Americans who have any fishing here.

Q. Well, was this collected formerly at all, the whole duty ?-A. No, there was
one time last winter that we expected we would have to pay it.

Q. Yes, but have you at any time paid it?-A. We have, part of it; last winter
we paid some of it, for a short time.

Q. That would be for fish caught in 1891 ?-A. Well, it was about this time or
after this tine in 1891-on frozen fish. I don't know that we have paid anything
this year, nothing that 1 know of.

Q. Do you know of any extensive Canadian company that is engaged in the
fishing trade?-A. Well, this is a Canadian company, the principal part of it.

Q. But in distinction to what may be called the Buffalo Company ?-A. No, I
don't know of any, not an extensive company.

Q. Are there no other dealers at all-what is this man Post or Port ?-A. Well,
he never was a dealer, he is simply a small trader in the fish line.

Q. Does be ship bis fish to the United States at ail ?-A. No, we often ship to
him, he is simply a trader.

Q. Then you ship to Canadian dealers in Toronto, and where elso?-A. Every-
where in Canada where we can ship fish, where they want them. That is the first
place we attend to, to supply the Canadian trade al] they wish.

Q. And one-eighth of the quantity you catch you say is disposed of in this way?
-A. Yes, that is ail that they require, that they take from us.

Q. Well. now, do you also furnish the traders in the United States ?-A. Yes,
we furnisb the traders.

Q. That is done in the same manner is it ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. You say you pay no duty ?-A. We have not paid this season.
Q. When you sell to the United States dealer, what may be the value of white-

fish or salmon-trout?-A. Well, I ship them from here to a wholesale bouse in
Buffalo which is our house or agency in Buffalo, and they ship them to variousi parts,
and sometimes the market is up and sometimes the market is down. The price
varies from 4 to 5 cents.

Q. And when sold to the Canadian dealer ?-A. Well, we charge them sometimes
4 ceuts, and sometimes 4j cents and sometimes 4Î, that is the highest we charge the
Canadian dealer this year. We get more from the American trade than we do from
the Canadian trade.

Q. Is the quality of fish shipped to the Canadian dealer precisely the same as
the quality shipped to the 'American dealor?-A. Just the same, sir, we do not know
any difference.

Q. And it is all salmon-trout and whitefish ?-A. Yes, that is the principal fish
we bandle at this end of the lake in my district.

Q. Your headquarters for business are here ?-A. No, at Wiarton and Colling-
wood, we ship from both points.

Q. Where do you ship the most from ?-A. I think from Wiarton.
Q. Do you find the quality of fish any different in Lake Huron to the Georgian

Bay ?-A. WelI, there is all the difference in the quality of fish. It is mostly ail
whitefish we get in Georgian Bay.

Q. And other places mixed ?-A. Well, in Lake Huron it is mostly trout now.
OQ. And which of these two kinds of fish take best in the American market ?-

A. Well, we require them both to keep a good market.
Q. They are required, but does not one take the lead of the other ?-A. Which-

ever is scarcest and takes the lead.
Q. But the quality and the price ?-A. Well, the quality and the price is the

same.
Q. In the American market?-A. Yes, the same.
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Q. And do they range the same in the Canadian market ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. That is as far as your markets are concerned ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Can you give us any information with regard to the wholesale dealers in

Buffalo or elsewhere, as to how they take when the fish go into the interior of the
country?-A. Well, I think the whitefish is preferred.

Q. You think the whitefish is preferred for domestic use ?-A. Yes, especially
on the American side, not so much in Canada; they are about equal in Canada.

Q. I think you gave us information on almost every other subject yesterday
about the general questioning that we are anxious to get hold of. I do not know
whether we asked your views with regard to the diminution of the fish crop at the
present time as compared with former years ?-A. Well, we have not found it in
our company, but in my own business I consider our catch has been better this year
than it has been for some years.

Q. In your own plant you have not discovered any diminution in the quantity
of fish ?-A. No, sir.

Q. Would you qualify that by any place ?-A. Well, sometimes it is better in
some places and sometimes in another, but in the average catch with the same kind
of plant that applies.

Q. Does this apply more to Lake Huron or to the Georgian Bay or where ?-
A. Weil, mostly to Lake Huron.

Q. Then, the fui ling off, if any, bas been greater in the Georgian Bay ?-A. I
think it has been greater in the Georgian Bav. Still, in the Georgian Bay they have
caught more inshore this year than they did before, but there were two or three sta-
tions there that have not been so good, but at others again it bas been better.

Q. Then you have not found a falling off in the Georgian Bay ?-A. No, we
have not found a falling of in the Georgian Bay, that is, unless they have increased
their plants. I have not found any falling off in the Georgian Bay but at two or
three stations, but ut other stations it has been better than in former years, but I
think the plant probably bas been increased a little more in the Georgian Bay than
on Lake Huron. We have not increased ours any.

Q. Who are the parties interested in fisheries in Southampton?-A. Well, be-
sides ourselves, the only party interested in carrying on the tishing trade in South-
ampton is Dougal McCauley.

Q. Does he carry on transactions the same as you do, shipping to the United
States and Canada?--A. Yes, he ships to the United States and Canada.

Q, Have you ut the difforent points ut which you carry on your business freez-
ing establishments ?-A. We have only freezing establishments where we save them,
in Wiarton and Collingwood, that is in Canada; we have a smali establishment at
Southampton but we do not use it.

Q. And of the fish you catch during the summer there, is a certain proportion
put in and frozen at once ?-A. We freeze ail we cannot sell fresh, ail we cannot dis-
pose of.

Q. Could you approximate the quantity that are frozen in comparison with
those that are sold fresh ?-A. I suppose we have fourteen hundred thousand pounds
of frozen fish now in Wiarton and Collingwood.

Q. Is the market for frozen fish different from the market for fresh fish in price ?
-A. Well, we generally add the expense of freezing them.

Q. Then frozen fish are sold at a higher rate ?-A. Yes, we seli them for 5, 5j
or 6 cents.

Q. That would be an addition of 1 cent or 1½ cents?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Is the demand as great in the market for the frozen as it is for the fresh

fish ?-A. It depends a great deal on the weather.
Q. Did you ever meet with any losses with the frozen fish by spoiling or any-

thing of that kind ?--A. We have not, not lately. We did at one time, we did not
exactly understand it: we tried a new process and lost a few ut one time, but that is
the only loss we had.

Q. A considerable quantity lost last year ?-A. Not many.
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By Mr. Harris:
Q. If the United States were*to enforce the three-quarter cent duty, what

would be the effect upon the Lake Huron fisheries ?-A. It would shut them up.

By Mr. Wilnot:
Q. Shut them up, or shut yourselves up, which ?--A. Shut ourselves up.
Q. The Canadian fishermen would be the losers and it would close up yourbusi-

ness ?-A. Yes, that fourtuen hundred thousand Dounds of frozen fish there would
keep the market going, the small quantity the Canadian market takes would not
amount to anything, and we would have to pay the duty al the time-we would
probably not close up, but we would have to put it on the fishermen. The fishermen
would have to pay it, and the fishermen would not be able to stand it.

By Mr. HBarris:
Q. Has this matter of three-quarters of a cent duty been greatly discussed

here ?-A. Well, not so much, because we have not had to pay it so far.
Q. But the fishermen understand the qpestion ?-A. The fishermen understand

that they have not got to pay it yet.
Q. And they quite understand the effect if they had to pay it?-A. They would,

yes, some of them, the intelligent class understand it; there is a part of them prob-
ably that do not understand it, but there is others again that do.

Q. And if it came out of them they could not fish ?-A. No, I don't think they
could fish, that is, the same quantity, there might be a few of them tish. Fish at the
present time becomes a luxury-the fish we handle on the Georgian Bay and Lake
Huron is a luxury.

Q. Are there any herring where you have your pound-nets set ?-A. Not many;
we get a few, but not many.

Q. What mesh have you ?-A. We had a 2-inch mesh at one time, but we had
to throw that away and put in a larger mesh, according to the fisbery regulations.

Q. If you had a 3-inch mesh would the herring gill in it ?-A. Well, I think
they would.

Q. If they were in great numbers they would gill in great numbers ?-A. Weil,
yes, they would gill up considerable if they were in great numbers, in a 3-inch
mesh they would.

Q. That five million pounds of fish that you say the Buffalo Company handled,
is that their entire handling from this country ?-A. Oh, no, we handie a great
many more than that in this country, but that is merely in my division, like-that is
the Georgian Bay and Lake Huron, in my beat.

Q. Do you think, if attention was directed that way, that the sale of fish could
be largely inicreased in Canada?-A. Well, I don't think it. We often sell cheaper
in Canada than we do on the other side, but it does not seem to increase the sales.
We have sold them in Canada for 3 cents per -pound, but it does not seem to increase
the sale more than when sold ut 4 or 4½ cents per pound.

Q. You often cheapen the sales in Canada. When would that be ?-A. During
the summer months.

Q. I suppose the occasions when you would sell cheaper in Canada than in the
United States would be in the summer months when fish do not keep ?-A. Fish
keep all the time with us.

Q. Just as well in the summer as any other tine ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are there any times when you have very large catches, too large to ship to

the States ?-A. Sometimes.
Q. And then you sell in Canada cheaper ?-A. Very often we have, and then

sometimes we sell in the States cheap and sometimes in Canada cheap.
Q. Do pedlars come here for fish?-A. Yes.
Q. A good many ?-A. Yes.
Q. And to all the lake ports?-A. Yes, and we give them all they want, never

refuse a mari a fish.
Q. Do they get a pretty good price for their fish ?-A. Yes, sometimes.
Q. Does it pay to sell to the pedlars?-A. Yes.
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By -Mr. Wilnot:
Q. You say that five millions is about the quantity handled in your district,

that is the Georgian Bay and Lake Huron ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, have you any idea what may be the quantity, roughly speaking, of

fish handled by the company at other points-Canadian points ?-A. Weil, I
cannot say anything about that; I don't know anything about what they handle.

Q. Would it be as large ?-A. Oh, I should think so, probably more, but a
different class of fish.

Q. It might be more at other points ?-A. It might be more or less, I could
not say exactly.

Q. Do lhey operate in Lake Erie ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do they operate in Lake Superior ?-A. No, not in Lake Superior, but we

do in Manitoba..
Q. On Lake Winnipeé?-A. Yes, I think it is Lake Winnipeg.
Q. Do you operate in British Columbia at all?-A. No, I don't know; we

probably get sometimes salmon from there.
Q. Do you operate in the province of Quebec at ail, or the Maritime Provinces ?

-A. Yes, we deal there.
Q. Well, you say five millions would be the probable amount which you handle

on Lake Huron and the Georgian Bay. And in all these other localities you do an
extensive trade, do you?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Would it be as great or greater than it is here ?-A. Oh, yes, it would be
greater.

Q. Much greater in the other places combined ?-A. Oh, yes, much greater.
Q. I will merely ask you now, if five millions are obtained here would twenty

millions be obtained in all the other places ?-A. Oh, probably fifteen millions,
froni ten to fifteen millions-fifteen probably.

Q. Do you know of any other extensive American companies that are engaged
in the fish trade as the Buffalo Fish Company are engaged ?-A. Wel, I don't know.
Booth of Chicago, I think, is the most extensive dealer in fish; he deals in Canada
-he has an extensive fishery up in Lake Winnipeg.

Q. There are other large United States companies that purchase Canadian fish ?
-A. Yes, sir; Gauthier's compaiy is an American company, in fact, all the com-
panies in the North-west are American companies, who eiploy Canadian fisher-
men.

Q. In like manner as you do here?-A. Yes, just the same.
Q. Well, now, for arguments sake if you obtain five million from two points,

might not the whole catch from ail points easily run up to one hundred millions?-
A. No, I don't think it would run up to a hundred million.

Q. Would it run up to fifty millions, do you think?-A. Well, I don't know, it
might perhaps.

Q. Well, supposing it does-that fifty mijlions of fish are in actual requirement
in the United States now for food, are they not ?-A. No, I don't know as they are
in actual requirement-we find large quantities of fish from the salt water.

Q. But this quantity of fish that is sent over to the States and sold there is
required, is it not ?-A. Yes, to a great extent they are.

Q. That is sent by you?-A. Yes, to a great extent.
Q. And the quantities sent over by these other companies are also required ?-

A. Yes, a large proportion of them is.
Q. All those that buy the same as you do buy probably for the American

market ?-A. Principally for the American market, it is the only market we have
to count on. ,

Q. What I want to come at is this. We will say, hero is five millions, or fifty
millions, as the case may be, of fish food sought after by the American public which
you and the other American dealers supply ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. That is correct ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, if that five or fifty millions was shut off by virtue of a duty of threc-

quarters of a cent a pound, you say the Canadians would suffer in consequence ?-
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A. I would shut down altogether and move to the other,side, as far as I am concerned,
I would not be here two days.

Q. You say this great demand of fish food would not be sought after to the same
extent?-A. Not to the sanie extent. If the American Government put a duty on
it, it would have to come ont of the fishermen.

Q. If this five or fifty million pounds of fish is at present required for the
American consumption, and it should not be obtained afterwards owing to some
legislation, would it not be possible oir probable that the American Government
would withdraw their three-quarters of a cent a pound in order that the Anterican
people could get their fish as formerly ?-A. Well, I think they have withdrawn it
now.

Q. Have they decidedly admitted that they won't push it and are willing to
overcome the three-quarters of a cent ?-A. Yes. They have not bothered us this
season, as far as I know.

Q. You can readily understand that the object is this: that you are anxious, and
we are all anxious that this duty should not be imposed, and if the question arises, if
it was imposed, whether the American people would not demand that it should be
taken off with the view that they should continue to get their cheap food ?-A. I
think probably now we have a better chance to get it taken off. Our company
worked all last winter to get it taken off, and they succeeded, as far as I kniow.

Q. Do you not think then that the American Government if they found that an
export duty was put on by Canadians on their fish they would reciprocate and with-
draw theirs ?-A. I don't think it would make any difference as far as the Americans
are con'cerned. I don't think that would stick them, because we would have to pay
it. In the first place we could not possibly get any more than we are getting froi
them and I think our Canadian fishermen would have to suffer; that is my opinion.
But the feeling at present on the American side is to take the duty off and they
have not charged is as far as I know this year.

Q. Well, that is an indication that they do not want to charge it because it
would affect their people?-A. Yes, it would closely affect their people and closely
effect our fishermen.

Q. Therefore if the duty was taken off both we and they should be benefited ?-
A. Yes, sir.

The Commission then adjourned and proceeded to Southampton to take evidence,
notice being given to that effect.

No. 7.-SOUTHAMPTON.

The Commission opened at Southampton at 10.30 o'clock, Thursday, 24th
November, 1892.

Present: Mr. Samuel Wilmot, chairman of the Commission; Mr. Edward Harris,
associate commissioner; Miss X. Climie, secretary pro tem and stenographer.

The chairman explained the nature and objecta of the Commission.

DONALD McCAULEY was sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. Where do you reside, Mr. McCauley ?-A. Southampton.
Q. Your occupation ?-A. Fisherman. -
Q. For how long, sir ?-A. I have operated on these lakes since 1855.
Q. What is your nationality ?-A. Scoichman, Highland Scotchman.
Q. What kind of a tishery do you carry on ?-A. Whitefish and herring and

trou t.
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tion. Q. Do you catch any other fish besides these-sturgeon ?-A. No, not to men-

Q. Your principal fishery is whitefish, herring and trout?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What particular waters do you fish in ?-A. Well, I fish in Lake Huron and

the Georgian Bay.
Q. Have you no special points, or do you have the whole of Lake Huron and the

Georgian Bay for your operations ?-A. Yes, sir, we used to move from place to
place.

Q. What description of net do you fish with ?-A. Gill-net; I have fished some
with seine-net, but not of late years.

Q. What is the size of the rnesh that you use in your gill-net ?-A. In the sum-
mer time we use from 4½ to 5 inches.

Q. Is that ail extension measure ?-A. In the fall we use from 5½ to 6.
Q. Ail extension measure ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. In your sumrner net, what size of twine do you use ?-A. Number fifty, and

number sixty.
Q. And for the autuna nets ?-A. Number twenty-five and thirty.
Q. What is the usual length of your net in fathoms ?-A. Now, that is a ques-

tion that I cannot answer.
Q. Just in rough figures, it is immaterial-I suppose there is a certain limit

included in your license always ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. And I suppose you adhere to that as near as possible ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, do you recollect what it is ?-A. 6,000 yards, I think it is.
Q. And the depth of your net when it is set ?-A. It is from fifteen to eighteen

meshes deep.
Q. That is in both summer and autumn nets ?-A. Yes, the fall nets they are

narrower than the summer nets, but the meshes are bigger, and they are about the
same depth in feet.

Q. Weil, now, with this 4½ or 5-inch summer net how small a fish can fairly and
easily pass through without being injured. Take the salmon-trout-what sized
salmon-trout would pass through easily that 4j or 5-inch mesh ?-A. Oh, I guess
two pounds and under would pass through.

Q. Weil, now, what size fish would pass through your 5j or 6-inch fall mesh;
what would be a fair limit for that net ?-A. Well, between three and four pounds.

Q. Would you say four pounds and under ?-A. Yes, I guess that would bo
about it. Four pounds will run through it. When the fati fish will come on, we
cannot get any as small as that.

Q. Have you ever observed, in your experience of fish and fishing, the differ-
ence in the quality of the fish for eating in the different seasons of the year ?-A.
Yes, what we call the fall trout.

Q. What month of the year are they best for eating ?-A. What we call fall
trout we do not get hardly any in the summer season, not until October or through
October. They begin to come in then, and we cannot catch them at any other
season of the year.

Q. Then, the fail trout are only caught in the autumn and never during the
summer months?-A. No, not during the summer months, unless a very odd one.

Q. Weil, but are the trout in their best condition in the early spring and mid-
summer months, or are they best in the fali ?-A. They are better in the fall.

Q. Why do you conclude that they are better in the fall ?-A. Why, they are
fatter and better eating.

Q. But up to what time, sir?-A. Until after spawning; then they are getting
thin, the same as any other creature.

Q. What with regard to whitefish?-A. Well, whitefish, they are just as good
in the summer season; we cannot get whitefish in the fall of the year.

Q. Do you think whitefish are better in the summer season ?-A. Yes, more of
them.

Q. What you call your fall trout are the large ones?-A. Yes.
Q. And when do they begin to approach the shore-at what time ?-A. Well,

through October; about the middle of October they are coming in. There are
few before that. Some seasons they are earlier and some seasons later.
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Q. Would it cover the general rule to say about the middle of October?-A.
Well, a little school might come on a little earlier than that some seasons, but about
the 15th of October.

Q. W bat do you think they come to shore for?-A. Well, it is their nature.
Q. Yes; for what special purpose, do you think?-A. For breeding, I suppose.
Q. And they commence to spawn about when, do you think ?-A. Well, some

sorts are earlier than other sorts.
Q. Take the average the season through·?-A. Weil, as far as I know, they

begin to spawn about the 8th or the 10th of November; very few of them spawn
before that time there; there might be an odd one, but not worth mentioning.

Q. What about your spring or summer trout, as you eall them; do you think
there are two kinds of trout ?-A. Oh, yes, more than two.

Q. Are there more than two kinds?-A.. Yes, sir.
Q. How many kinds do you think there are ?-A. Well, there is what we call

the fall trout; they are different altogether from the deep water trout.
Q. There is the tail trout and the deep water trout ?-A. Yes, and then there is

a trout out in the lake different from either of them.
Q. What do you call them ?-A. Reef trout, and I have seen them spawning in

the summer season, with the spawn ripe in them.
Q. Do the deep water trout come to the shore ?-A. No, nor the reef trout;

they do not come to the shore to breed. lt is what we call the fall trout come to
the shore.

Q. Reef trout and deep water trout do not come to the shore ?-A. No, sir, at
no season of theyear.

Q. Well, what is ths difference between a reef trout and a fall trout ?-A' Weil,
the reef trout and the fail trout are equat in size, but the deep water trout they are
smaller.

Q. What average will the reef trout and fall trout weigh ?-A. Well, they will
run f rom six pounds to sixteen.

Q. Then they will run to an average of about ten pounds, will they ?-A. Yes,
about that.

Q. Then, your deep water trout, what will they weigh ?-A. Weil, they are a
smaller fish, the deep water trout, as the deeper the water the smaller the fish is.

Q. Weil, as you catch them in the summer, what will be their average weight?
-A. Oh, we catch them with smail mesh, about thiee or four pounds.

Q. With small mesh, you say ?-A. Yes, with smaller mesh.
Q. What size will that mesh be ?-A. Well, our nets should be from 4½ to 5

inches in tho summer season. They are 4Î generally.
Q. Where do you market the fish that you catch ?-A. In Canada, and the

United States.
Q. What is the proportion that you sell in Canada as compared with the States ?

-A. Oh, I could not tell you that.
Q. Do you sell half as many in Canada as you do in the States ?-A. Weil, there

is more going to the States these years because we cannot get a market in Canada.
Q. Do you send them through direct yourself?-A. No, sir. I give theni to a

trader here; a fisherman that is going on the lake cannot attend to both.
Q. It is the Canadian fish, and the American fish you sell to a trader here?-

A. Yes, other parties buy them.
Q. And are these Canadian traders or American traders ?-A. I give them to

Canadians.
Q. All sold to Canadian traders ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are these traders natives and residents of the place ?-A. Yes, of Ontario.
Q. What do you usually get for your fish, say the saimon-trout; what is the

value that you generally get for then ?-A. From 3j to 4 cents a pound.
Q. And your whitefish ?-A. About the same.
Q. Are those that you sell to go to the States, as well as in Canada, the same

price ail around ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. There is• no difference in the price of those for the Canadian market, and

those for the American market ?-A. No, sir, no difference, not to me.
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Q. INow, you said'something or other about when fish were ripe to spawn.
When do the eggs corne most freely from the fish ; take the salmon-trout, for
instance ?-A. Well, very few eggs will be seen until about the 8th of November.

Q. Well, some spawn before that, and some after it, I suppose ?-A. Oh, it is
after that altogether.

Q. And what about the whitefish ?-A. Whitefish is later.
Q. All in N ovember, though ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you catch any pickerel here at all?-A. Not on the shore.
Q. It is not an article of trade here at all ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Then your whole trade is salmon-trout and whitefish ?-A. Yes, whitefish

and salmon-trout; there might be an odd pickerel.
Q. When do you meet with the greatest difficulty from storms and other things

connected with the fishing ?-A. In the fall.
Q. Any special months of the year in which your losses are greater than

others ?-A. In September, October and November.
Q. And which of these three months are most ruinous to your business ?-A.

Well, sometimes we cannot count for the storms coming, and some years are not the
same as other years. About the equinoctial gales is very bad in September, and
the gales will be on from that time, but every year it is not the saMe.

Q. But is there any one month of these three months that is worse than
another ?-A. October is a very bad month for gales.

Q. And how about November ?-A. Some years very gond and some years bad.
It is very bad this year. I know I set nets on the 27th of October this year,
and I could not get them up, and I sent for a permit to get them
up as the law said not to leave them in the lake, if it was possible
to take themr up, and I sent to headquarters to get a permit to take them up
as I could prove that they were out on that date, and I did not like the word that
came up to destroy the nets. As we always got relief froma headquarters in other
places I was in, I thought they ought to look into the matter and see if I was telling
the truth, and let me have my crop in, and if I was telling a lie to punish me for
it; I thought that would be the way.

Q. Anything further on that question ?-A. Well, about fish spawning; if all
the fishermen on Lake Huron were to go out and fish all the season through, I must
say that the suckers are doing more harm to spawn than all the fishermen put
together. As soon as the fish will spawn, and about the time that they leave the
ground, the suckers are coming on so thick that they cover the ground, and eat the
spawn for food, sucking up the spawn. Pickerel is another fish that is great for
eating small fish.

Q. What about salmon-trout, do they eat young fish too ?-A. Yes, they feed
on whitefish and on herring. In the summer season the trout are on top of the
water, they do not go down to where the nets are and that is the reason we cannot
catch them.

Q. That is the big salmon-irout you mean ?-A. Yes.
Q And the small salmon-trout are below feeding, are they ?-A. Yes; they

and other kinds, and they eat worms the same as whitefish.
Q. In regard to the Sunday closing law, can that be practically carried out

here, that is, taking in nets at six o'clock Saturday night, and keeping them in until
Monday morning ?-A. No, sir. It is impossible to do it. If we had only one gang
of nets it could be donc, but we have three, and sometimes four, and with then itis
impossible to do it.

Q. Are you aware of any fishing being done by Americans in our waters ?-A.
Not here.

Q. Do you know of it anywhere else ?-A. No, not where I am fishing.
Q. Well, do you know of it anywhere ?-A. Well, I arn not going to give hear-

say, I am giving what I know myself.
Q. Do you think it advisable on the part of the Government, to establish pro-

per close seasons for fish in the interest of the fishermen, and of the tisheries ?-,A.
Yes, sir, in the proper season, but I think they are a little too early with it.
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Q. That is in reference to your own fishing you are speaking now ?-A. Yes, of
the trout here.

Q. Well, what is your season here, what is your present close season ?-A. The
1st of Novem ber, you might say until the lst of May following.

Q. But the legal close season is during the month of November, is it not?-A.
Yes, from the first to the last of Novem ber.

Q. At what season, of the year do you generally put out your nets first ?-A.
About the lst of May.

Q. And you keep them down until when ?-A. Well, the most of them keep
them down until the lst of November, taking them up and drying them, and put-
ting them out again.

Q. They are out except during the time of drying and cleaning, I suppose ?-
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is bass fishing carried on here ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Any winter fishery carried on here ?-A. Not of any account, we might get

a few herring.
Q. Any sturgeon caught here ?-A. No, sir; the water is too clean for sturgeon

here.
Q. You have been fishing here for how many years ?-A. Since '55.
Q. What was the state of the fishery when you first came here, as to the quantity

of fish ?-A. Well, I must say that they were more plentiful when we first came
here.

Q. That applies to both salmon-trout and whitefish, does it ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Were the fish as a rule larger in former times than they are now ?-A. No.
Q. They were about the same size ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you catch more of them along the shore then than you do now-was

the fishing nearer the shore then than it is now ?-A. Just the same.
Q. What did you fish with in former years, had you tugs, &c. ?-A. Fish boats.
Q. Fishing was then carried on by sail boats ?-A. Yes, sir. I never fished in

a tug.
Q. Well, did you go out with your sail boats as far then as you do with the tug

fishing nowN ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Fishing was more along the shore with the sail boats ?-A. WelI, there was

not so many out and we had more room then, there was not so many men fishing.
Q. You say fish was more plentiful then?-A. Yes, because there was fewer

men at it. When I fished first there was only a couple of boats here, and I have seen
twenty-five boats fishing here since, so that we would have to scatter and get room
for our nets.

Q. Then, speaking in general terms, do you consider that salmon-trout and
whitetieh are scarcer now than they were formerly ?-A. Well, there were so few
at it then. I know when there is too many on the ground it will scare fish off the
ground; but there was only so few nets then in the lake.

Q. Are there too many now ?-A. Well, there is a good many poor men try to
make their living at it.

Q. You think if there are too many nets it will scare the fish ?-A. It will
make them change the ground.

Q. And do you mean us to understand that there are too many nets now and it
does scare the fish'?--A. Oh, I know when there are too many nets on the ground
it will scare the fish to other grounds.

Q. Weil, do you think there are too many nets fishing now, and do these nets
scare the fish away ?-A. Well, I cannot answer that. One has as much right to fish
as another, as long as they will pay license for it. I know a few nets in a place
will catch more fish according to the rigs and boats.

Q. Do you say that one man has as much right as another to fish ?-A. I think
so. As long as he will pay the license and do what is right.

By Mr. Harris:

Q. You say you catch whitefish and trout in your fishery. Which do you place
first in value, which is of the greatest importance to fishermen here, trout or white-

132



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 10c.) A. 1893

fish ?-A. Well, in value some would rather have the trout and some would prefer
the whitefish.

Q. Which do you consider the most valuable fish in the water, the whitefish or
the trout?-A. Well. in the summer season the whitefish is the best, but in the fail
of the season we cannot catch whitefish here, it is trout we get altogether.

Q. The question I want to get at is, which fish do you consider of the greatest
value, the most important fish in the fishery ?-A. I think the whitefish is. The
whitefish is a harmless fish and won't destroy other fish, and the trout does destroy
other fish.

Q. You regard whitefish as the best commercial fish ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. And the most profitable for fishermen to catch ?-A. Yes.
Q. Do you fish as much in Lake Huron as you do in Georgian Bay ?-A. Yes, I

fish more in Lake Huron.
Q. Do you ever land any of your fish in the Georgian Bay ports?-A. Yes.
Q. Any considerable quantity of them?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What proportion of your catch do you think you land in the Georgian

Bay ports ?-A. Wall, I could not be sure, now, I don't know as I could say. I do
not make up my mind.

Q. Oh, just give me to the best of your recollection what you think about it ?-A.
Well, I could not be sure.

Q. More than half?-A. Do you mean how many tons we land there?
Q. Yes ?-A. I could not be sure of that now.
Q. But you land a very considerable portion of them there ?-A. Yes, when we

used to fish there.
Q. More fish go to the States of late years. Is that caused by the opening up

of the railway and making a market there ?-A. No, because they do not buy them
in Canada. When there was few boats they would sell them ail in Canada, but now
there are so many boats they cannot consume them ail in Canada, and without a
market there is no use for men to catch fish.

Q. You said more fish went to the States of late years. Then they did buy them
in Canada once?-A. Yes, because there are more fishermen fishing now than there
was when I started here first, and Canada would take them ail then. There was no
market in the States at ail then, but there is more fish caught now than the country
wants-in the summer season.

Q. Then, it may be that the railway gives you direct communication with the
United States and the Canadian market may be supplied from other fisheries in Lake
Erie, or Lake Ontario, or Lake Superior ?-A. Yes. I know from sait water the rail-
ways are making the market good, I know that.

Q. Hiow do the prices compare now with the prices that you got formerly in
Canada ?-A. About the same.

Q. Do yon seli your fish to the Buffalo Fish Company ?-A. Some of them to
what they call the Buffalo Fish Company. There was James Clark, and McKay, and
McLeod who were acting for the company.

Q. Are they Canadians or Americans?-A. Canadians.
Q. Are they agents for an American house?-A. I understand so.
Q. Do youthink that the Americans being in the market here is a good or a bad

thing for the fishermen ?-A. It helps the fishermen.
Q. The fishérmen always get their cash, do they ?-A. Yes, cash or trade.
Q. Do you think the fishermen would be botter off if they ail took out thoir

nets in November, do you think it would be better for them ail ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. You think it would ?--A. Yes, sir, but I think they should get time to take

them out if bad weather sets in, if they had their nets out in October they should
get time to take them out.

Q. You eommenced to fish in 1855 ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Is the fishing gear now in use better, and more adapted to catching fish now

than it was then ?-A. Oh, they are improving on them.
Q. They have improved on it?-A. Yes, they must improve on everything.
Q. And they have improved on the fishery gear?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you a tug ?-A. No, sir.

133



Ontario Fishery Commission.

Q. All your fishing then is done with a sail boat ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. How many miles of gill-nets have you ?-A. I don't know now, I could not

tell you that.
Q. If you had a good tug and as many nets as a tug could fish, do you think you

could under those ci rcumstances fish more profitably than you do now ?-A. Well,
there would be more expense in it, and they would catch more fish.

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. Mr. Harris asked you if it would be better for your fishermen to take up

their nets in November and you say it would. Well, how long would it takeyouto
take up your nets when you once began it ?-A. Oh, it won't take so long, in two
good days we could take them up, but in bad weather we could not, that is if we had
good luek and they would not break.

Q. During stormy weather when you cannot get out to your nets for a certain
time, and when you do get out, do you find many of your fish dead in the nets ?-A.
Yes, we do in stormy weather-we do, yes.

Q. Are these fish then unmarketable?-A. They are kept foi- salting.
Q. They are not marketable for fresh fish ?-A. No, if they are long dead they

are not good, but there is a good many fish that will do for salting that won't do to
use fresh.

Q. Well, does salting bring the fish around to its proper condition after it has
got a little the worse for using fresh ?-A. Yes, sir. -

Q. Salt will bring them back to what may be termed a fresh, wholesome state
again for eating ?-A. Yes, you would not know the difference if they are dead in
the nets, unless they are too far gone, and then you cannot cure them.

Q. What do you call too far gone ?-A. If they are useless.
Q. Well, are many of them useless in the nets ?-A. Well, if it comes stormy

weather like we had this year.
Q. Stormy weather like you had this year would make a great many useless,

would it ?-A. Yes.
Q. What do you do with these useless ones, then ?-A. They are no good.
Q. But what do you do with them ?-A. Put them with the guts.
Q. Where are the guts put ?-A. Well, in the summer season they are making

oil of them.
Q. But these fish that become useless and are not fit for salting, what do you do

with them-bring them ashore and bury them, or throw them overboard ?-A. No,
sir, we do not do that.

Q. Do what ?-A. Throw them overboard.
Q. Then you bring them on shore ?-A. Yes.
Q. And bury them ?-A. No, sir, we do not bury them.
Q. Well, what do you do with them on the shore-do you pile them together

in a particular place or just throw them loosely about ?-A. They are making oil of
them, unless some people are on an island and then they bury them.

Q. And do they make oil out of the offal too ?-A. Yes.
Q. Are the fish converted into oil along with the offal ?-A. Yes.
Q. Are there any oil factories up here or is it done by individual fishermen ?-

A. Just a man making his living by it.
Q. There are men making a living by making this oil ?-A. Yes, all over the

lake.
Q. What is done with this oil ?-A. I think they send it to the tanneries.
Q. Is there much of it made ?-A. A good deal.
Q. What is it worth when sold ?-A. I think the man here this year told me he

was getting 30 or 32 cents a gallon-that is, taking al costs out of it, all expenses
out of it.

Q. Then is this what you say in a few words,-that in stormy weather when
the nets cannot be reached freely that a number of the fish will die, the best ones
are sold, those that have gone a little bad are salted, and those that are very bad are
brought ashore and turned into oil ?-A. Exactly, sir.
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- Q. Have you any knowledge whatever with regard to pound-nets ?-A. No, sir,
I never used them.

Q. Are you able to givu an opinion then whether more fish are killed in pound-
nets than in gill-nets ?-A. I never worked any pound-nets.

Q. Do you know anything about them at all ?-A. No, sir.

Mr. MALCOLM McKENZIE sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. You reside here, do you ?-A. I do, sir.
Q. And your occupation ?-A. Fisherman.
Q. What length of time ?-A. I have fished in Canada since the year '71, and I

fished eleven years in sait water before that.
Q. But with regard to fresh water fishing?-A. I have fished sinco '71.
Q. You are a Scotchman too, I presume ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What sort of a fishery do you carry on ?-A. Whitefish and salinon-trout-

gill-nets.
Q. And where do you fish ?-A. Well, for the last ten years before this year I

fished in the Georgian Bay, and this year I fished here in Lake Huron.
Q. When you say Lake Huron you do not mention any particular locality ?-A.

Well, when 1 fished in the Georgian Bay, I was fishing in the Georgian Bay and
Lake Huron both.

Q. But this year you say you fished in Lake Huron alone ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What particular description of nets do you use ?-A. Gill-nets alone.
Q. And is the mesh the same as the previous person spoke of, namely 4j to 5

inches in the summer ?-A. Yes, and 5j and 6 in the fail.
Q. I would like, if possible, to get some opinion as to how it is that the sum mer

fish are so much smaller than the autumn fish. The fish you catch in the summer
are a smaller fish, what do you call them ?-A. Weil, I have seen as big a trout in
the summer as I ever seen. It is not all the same kind of fish that a person catches
in the summer.

Q. Salmon-trout then are not all the same, that is yon mean with regard to
size ?-A. Yes, I seen some salmon-trout in summer time that would weigh 50
pounds.

Q. You say they are not all the same with regard to size, those in the summer
are smaller and those in the fall larger, is that it ?-A. Yes, sir, as a general rule.

Q. Is there any distinctive difference in their appearance between the summer
trout and the autumn trout?-A. Oh, yes, a good deal, between the deep water trout
and the shallow water trout; they do not appear to be the same class of' fish at ail
that is, in their appearance or in their eating qualities.

Q. In their eating, you mean for domestic purposes?-A. Yes.
Q. Which is the best for eating purposes ?-A. Well, the fall fish are very good,

and in very deep water the fish are, as a general rule, fat when they get their ciscoe
head.

Q. Weil, just say shortly, are the salmon-trout from the deep water the best for
eating purposes?-A. Weil, I would sooner have the fall trout for eating purposes.

Q. The fall trout are much larger, are they ?-A. Yes, they are larger than
those caught in deep water, but, as a general rule, fish is better tasted when the
water is cold in the spring and the fali-the fish as a general rule taste better when
the water is colder.

Q. What wili be the general average size of what you call your summer trout?
-A. Well, about 2j pounds or they will run 3 pounds about sometimes.

Q. Average about 3 pounds ?-A. Yes, about 3 pounds.
Q. And the fall trout will average about what?-A. Well, I suppose they will

average about 7 pounds. They are larger here than they are in the Bay.
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Q. Do you catch many of what you cail your 3-pound trout in the fall, in the
month of October ?-A. Oh, yes, we catch a few.

Q. Only a few of the 3-pound trout are caught in October ?-A. Oh, yes.
Q. Have you taken notice what sex they are, whether they are generally male

or female ?-A. Well, as a general rule, the male is the smaller fish.
Q. As a general rule these snall fish are males, are they?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. You are now referring to those caught in October, are you ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What may be the usual length of your nets that you fish with ?-A. Weil, I

could not exactly say.
Q. The usual length of your net is as per license, is that it ?--A. Yes, sir.
Q. The depth is not mentioned here-what depth of net is used?-A. Well, the

summer neta are 18 feet deep and the fall nets are about the same.
Q. Well, the fall and the summer nets are the same number of meshes deep?-

A. Yes, the fait nets are 14 and 15 feet deep, but they are so much bigger in the
mesh it makes it about the same depth.

Q. You say the fish are in the best condition in the spring and fall ?-A. Well,
wben the water is colder it stands to reason that the fish is in better condition, but
of course bore we cannot get any whitefish in the fall and in the spring, whitefish is
in good condition -in the summer time.

Q. That is simply because you can catch thom then, is it ?-A. Weil, I don't
know. If a man catches whitetish in the Georgian Bav, of course it is different, we
get whitefish right there in the spring and they are in vory good condition thon.

Q. Weil, what is your experience in regard to fish at the time of spawning ; is
the fish in as good condition thon as at any other time ?-A. Weil, I cannot see much
difference in them-tho parent flsh may not be, but the male fish, I cannot see any
difference in them.

Q. What about the female ?-A. Weil, I don't know that they are quite as good
after they do spawn.

Q. But at the spawning time, we mean?-A. Oh, I could not say that they
would be just as good as they would be a month before that, at least, that is my
experience.

Q. The flesh of ail kinds of fish is softer when they are spawning, is it not ?-
A. Oh, yes. I think so.

Q. Whore do you market your fish as a rule ?-A. Weil, this summer, I marketed
them in Canada, but generally I have sold them to the Buffalo Fish Company, but this
year I sold them in Canada.

Q. What do you mean, in Canada ?-A. I shipped them to the local market
most of themn.

Q. Where are your local markets here ?-A. Oh, ail over.
Q. Did you send them down as far as Toronto ?-A. Oh, yes, as far as Montreal.
Q. Which do you consider the more valuable fish of the two, in the interests of

the fishermen, the whitefish or the salmon-trout?-A. The trout is more valuable in
these lakes to the fishermen, because they get more of them.

Q. But as to the quality of the fish?-A. Well, as to the quality there is some
parties would not want any trout at all; of course the mixed fish is the best fish for
the market, it makes a variety.

Q. Well, which in your own judgment is the best quality of fish, the whitefish or
the salmon-trout ?-A. Well, I would prefer the whitefish.

Q. Now, whether is the whitefish industry, or the salmon-trout iudustry the most
important bore to the fishermen-which are caught in the greatest quantities ?-A.
Weil, there is a larger quantity of trout caught here than of whitefish.

Q. Are the whitefish as numerous now as they were ?-A. No.
Q. Can you assign any reason, in your opinion, why they are not as numerous

now as former[v?-A. Weil, I can. I will tell you just exactly what I think caused
the decline of the whitefish, and that is on those grounda here just the same as on the
Sauble Beach, when the people come up from Port Frank they commenced drawing
the seines on the Sauble Beach.

Q. Thon you think that seining has produced this effect on whitefish ?-A. I
believe so.
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Q. At what localities?-A. On our fishing grounds generally. They seined
them specially on the Sauble Beach, I do not think seining anywhere else has any
effect on the whitefish.

Q. Where is the Sauble Beach from here ?-A. Just about eight miles north of
this.

Q. What do you suppose the whitefish were on the Sauble Beach for more par-
ticularly when they seined them there ?-A. Well, in 1876, the whitefish came on the
seining grounds thick.

Q. What for, do you think?-A. Well, it was not to spawn. I do not think
they were spawning in the sand there, but in the summer time that place used to be
swarming with young whitefish.

Q. What time was that?-A. During Septomber.
Q. And they were caught largely there with seines, were they ?-A. Yes, and

lots of them left dead in the water.
Q. Were they thrown out of the seines dead ?-A. Those that were too smali

were left there.
Q. Were these smaller whitefish caught in great numbers?-A. Lots of them,

yes, aiid left on the beach.
Q. What do you mean by small whitefish ?-A. What was not marketable, nor

yet fit for salting.
Q. Can you give me an idea as to the probable size of these small whitefish ?-

A. Oh, 1 seen lots of whitefish always over there that were not 4 inches long.
Q. Over and under 4 inches long?-A. Yes.
Q. Do you know the mesh of the seine-net they used ?-A. No, I don't know.
Q. Well, it would necessarily have to be a small mesh with which they caught

these small fish, would it not ?-A. Yes, I suppose it was a small mesh because it
was seines they were using for herring.

Q. These nets were herring nets, were they ?-A. Yes, sir, herring seines.
Q. What is the usual size of the mesh of the herring seines ?-A. I don't know,

but I suppose 2 inches on the Sauble Beach, extension measure-that is one inch
square, as I am just told.

Q. Where were these fishermen from, that fished there ?-A. Oh, they used to
come up from Port Frank down below the Saublo; some of them lived up there
themselves, but the most of them came from Port Frank.

Q. Whero is Port Frank ?-A. Down near Sarnia.
Q. Thon, the fishermen that came to this Sauble Beach were not fishermen of

this neighbourhood ?--A. No, sir.
Q. And the fishermen here did not fish there ?-A. No, it is all Indians that fish

there now. The Government took the license from the white people and gave it to
the Indians-the Indians only commenced last year.

Q. Is this business carried on now by these men from down below; is that sort
of seining still carried on ?-A. No; there are no white men allowed to fish on the
Sauble Beach now at all; none but Indians.

Q. Are you of the opinion that this ground was the breeding or spawning
ground of the whitefish?-A. Well, it would be up off that shore that we always
used to catch our whitefish, but we did not get them afterwards.

Q. And of late years you did not get them there?-A. Well, in the spring of
the year we used to get them, but the fish afterwards worked up north. We got
more this year than, I suppose, for quite a few years.

Q. Thon, you give as your reason for the failure of whitefish the fact of the
small whitefish being caught and thrown out in quantities ?--A. Yes, and I believe
that the spawn would be turned up by the seines and thrown out and killed.

Q. And are you of the opinion that that was the principal spawning ground
about this portion of the lako for whitefish ?-A. Oh, no ; the whitefish that I mind
first used to spawn on the shallows up at the fishing islands, on those wide shallows,
but I believe that was their feeding ground, though.

Q. Still, you state as one reason why the whitefish bave become scarcer was
their destruction on that beach ?-A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Do whitefish and salmon-trout spawn on the same ground ? A. Well, I
suppose some of them do.

Q. And about the same timo ?-A. No, I think the trout spawn earlier than
the whitefish.

Q. They both spawn in November, though, do they not?-A. Yes, I expect
they do.

Q. Have you any idea when the salmon-trout commences to spawn ?-A. Well,
it is very seldom I ever saw the spawn loose until about the 1Oth.

Q. You mean by that that they commence to lay their eggs most freely about
the 10th of November ?-A. Yes, sir; the spawn is generally hard until then.

Q. Will some spawn earlier and some later than others?-A. Oh, yes, I
suppose so.

Q. How does that apply to whitefish ?-A. I don't know; I never caught many
whitefish on the shallows when they would be spawning.

Q. But you have an idea of' your own ? Do they spawn generally about the
same time as the trout or a little later ?-A. I think they are a little later.

Q. Are there two kinds of whitefish, as well as two kinds of salmon-trout, do
you think?-A. Not that I know of; of course there are smaller and larger, and
take some parts of the Georgian Bay and you will get some grounds that the fish is
larger, but, as a general rule, our whitefish in Lake Huron is bigger than in the
Georgian Bay.

Q. Then you conclude that there are not two kinds of whitefish, as there are of
salmon-trout ?-A. No, I don't think there is.

Q. What is the average weight of the whitefish here ?-A. Oh, I suppose they
will average two and a half pounds.

Q. Is not that small ?-A. Oh, well, there is some that will go six and seven,
but that is about the general average of whitefish all over.

Q. Have you taken any notice what season is the most injurious to your fishing
operations with regard to the losses of nets and gear owing to stormy weather-what
particular month ?-A. Well, the month of November.

Q. That is on account of storms ?-A. Well, there is just as big storms in October
and September, but the nets at that time are in deeper water and consequently they
escape beiiig brokein up, more than in November. Of course there is no person fish-
ing here in November; they clean and take the nets ashore in October.

Q. Well, the latter part of October and November would be more generally
injurious?-A. Yes for the nets in shallower water.

Q. Can you giveus any information with regard to the destruction of immature,
or young fish, other than those you spoke of caught in these seine-nets ?-A. There
are no young salmon-trout caught.Q. Take two pounds and under, is there not great destruction of young salmon-
trout of that size that should be remedied and prevented ?-A. Oh, I don't think so.

Q. In the nets that you use all the young fish will pass through, you think?-
A. Oh, yes. There is nobody here that uses any mesh snaller than 4½-inch.

Q. They are all gill-nets?-A. Yes, all gill-nets. There are no nets used here
that are not gill-nets.

Q. Are herring seines used here at all?-A. No, not used here.
Q. None of any consequence ?-A. None at all, not now, there was not this year

anyhow.
Q. I may mention for your information that there is an impression gone abroad

throughout the country that a great number of immature fish unable to reproduce
their species are caught in nets that are in use and thrown away as unmarketable,
and the consequence is that it affects the quantity of fish afterwards?-A. Oh, I
never have seen anything of that kind done here except what I have seen on the
Sauble Beach.

Q. Well, I should judge, as you are a gill-net fisherman and use 4½ to 6-inch
mesh, you say that the young fish could not possibly be caught in them, there might
be an odd one caught by the teeth, but that is not a thing of any consequence?-A.
No. The only small fish that entangle in them are these minnows, but they do not
go to market anyway.
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Q. Then the minnows do get entangled in the mesh ?-A. Yes, not as big as my
finger.

Q. But that is not to any great extent ?-A. No.
Q. What are these minnows?-A. Well, they are something like the ciscoe in

Lake Ontario, but not that big-just what we call bloaters, and they are full of spawn
every day in the year. I don't think I ever saw one of them that was not full of
spawn.

Q. Then they could not be young whitefish or salmon-trout ?-A. No, no, neither
whitefish or salmon-trout.

Q. But you do know of young whitefish being caught in herring Eeines on Sauble
Beach ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. And that practicet may be going on yet, may it?-A. No, I don't think it.
There might be young whitefish among the herring, but I don't think they will catch
any big whitefish.

Q. You say that formerly when these people came up from below and fished
there, they caught great numbers of young whitefish and threw them on shore ?-
A. Yes.

Q. Do you know whether that practice is still continued ?-A. No, I don't
think it.

Q. If it is, it ought to be stopped in your interest and in the interest of all fish-
ermen?-A. Well. they were hauling there this fall.

Q. Would you say that the same destruction is going on by the use of the same
seine-nets on this Sauble Beach, that formerly killed young whitefish in great num-
bers ?-A. Yes, the same nets are used.

Q. Now, you can readily understand as an intelligent man, that if the Govern-
ment, which is supposed to be the guardian of the fishery interests, allows people to
kill, young salmon-trout, and young whitefish, or young fish of any kind, they are
not doing what is right, because if these little fish are destroyed, you are destroying
the possibility of having a crop of adult fish afterwards ?-A. Certainly.

Q. And it is one of the objects of the Government to try and find this out and
prevent it if possible. It is reported from very creditable sources that up north
here somewbere, the young whitefish are taken in tons weight and thrown away,
from pound-nets, and some from gill-nets, and it is one of the objects of this Com-
mission to ascertain that if possible, and in the interests of the fishermen t- prevent
it. I think every fisherman must admit that it would be very wrong to allow such
a thing to be carried on ?-A. Yes, there is no doubt about it, but I don't know of
any fishermen in these parts who uses less than from 4j to 5-inch mesh.

Q. With regard to the Sunday close law, do you think it is possible to have
it carried out here ?-A. It cannot be carried out with gili-nets; it would take a
man a week to take the nets in, and a week to set them out again.

Q. Now, serious complaints are made to the department that the Americans are
poaching on our shoresduring the close season while our own fishermen are prevented
from fishing during the close season, that is a complaint that has been put forward,
and the fishermen bere use it as a means, if possible, to try and get the Government
to do away with the close season altogether. Some of them say it is unfair for us
to have a close season, while the Americans are fishing in our waters durinz, the
close season. Now, we want to know whether that is a fact?-A. Well, all I can
tell you about that is, I heard from a mari that was going on a tug that was carrying
fish to Lake Erie, that they had to stop fishing on Lake Erie and the Americans
kept on fishing right alongside of them, that is when they were coming up to Kettle
Point with the tug, and the Americans were fishing 1½ miles out, and the Cana-
dians had to lift their nets.

Q. You do not know anything of your own personal knowledge?-A. No, I
don't know anything, it is too far for them to come across here.

Q. Now, with regard to the protection of the fisheries of the country. Is it
advisable that there should be a properly selected close season .to protect the fish
during their spawning times ? Is it advisable in the interest of yourself and others
that the fish should be allowed to peacefully lay their eggs during the spawning
season ?-A. Well, I believe it is possible to have a close season late in the season

139



Ontario Fishery Commission.

when the fish commence spawning, provided the Americans have the same, but I
cannot sec the advisability for the Canadians to have a close season and the Ameri-
cans done at all, for it does not take fish long to cross over the lake.

Q. Well, the State of Michigan has a much more severe law with regard to
fishing than we have on our side?-A. They do not pay any license and they can
fish any time they like.

Q. Would you wish that to be done in this country-pay no license and fish
whenever you like ?-A. I cannot see the benefit of paying a license, and I cannrt
see what good the fishery officers are doing.

Q. Then, while you believe in a close season you say there is no object in a
license and no benefit from the fishery officers?-A. Well, I cannot see why a tug
pays $25 for a license and a boat only $5.

Q. Would you like the boat to pay $25 ?-A. No, but I would like the tug to
pay less. I would like the tug to pay two boats' license, because the tug does not
tish any more than two boats, and I think it is very unjust for a tug to pay five
boats' license.

Q. When do you generally set your nets hero?-A. Well, April for the last
few years was about the time, but [ have seen it as late as June here before we set
nets.

Q. And how long do you keep the nets in ?-A. The beginning of November
now-if we cai get them out.

Q. Have you any faith in fish hatcheries, that they are of any use at all?-A.
I h ave.

Q. You think fish hatcheries are good?-A. Oh, yes.
Q. Are you one of those who petitioned to have one built here ?-A. Well, I

would like right well to see one built here.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. Is there any discontent among the fishermen here ?-A. Yes, there is a good

deal.
Q. What is the probable cause of it?-A. Well, a great deal of the cause is

these combines, American capital being allowed to destroy Canadian capital.
Q. American capital competing with you, is that the cause of the discontent ?-

A. Yes, a good deal of it.
Q. Would that apply to any capital ?-A. Yes, half of the fish-nets in the Geor-

gian Bay and Lake Huron to-day are owned by American combines and the half of
the tugs, yes, more than half of the tugs, pretty near all, and they just give to the
men what they like.

Q. Would it make any difference to you if it was a Montreal, or a Toronto com-
bine with the same capital and the same money ?-A. It would not be so bad.
Since the McKinley Bill came into force they can take their fish to the States with-
out paying the 75 cents a hundred pounds on them, but we could not ship to the
American market without we pay 75 cents a hundred out; and the Canadian capital-
ists were making a declaration that it was al] American capital that was doing it,
and they would get their fish in free.

Q. When was that?-A. Ever since the McKinley Bill came into force, since a
year ago last August.

Q. Does any fish shipped from this locality pay duty going to the United
States ?-A. I don't know.

Q. That is not the point. Do you know of any fish shipped from this locality
that pay duty going into the States ?-A. Well, I cannot tell. I do not ship any
fish to the States, I could not, because I would have to pay 75 cents a hundred
duty.

Q. Did you ever pay 75 cents duty ?-A. No, I did not, I could not ship, but I
shipped frozen fish and I paid 50 cents a hundred duty.

Q. If the Americans were driven out of these waters, I suppose some other cap-
ital would take its'place?-A. Yes, I have no doubt of it.

Q. And you thiùk the Americans had better be driven out and let other capi-
tal take their place ?-A. I think so, yes.
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Q. Do you think the fishermen would then be better satisfied ?-A. I believe so.
Q. Have you a tug ?-A. No, not now, I sold it last winter-I gave her away.
Q. How big a tug was it?-A. Sixty-two feet keel.
Q. I suppose it was a $5,000 tug?-A. She cost me $4,500.
Q. What sort of nets where you fishing with when you had that tug ?-A. Ali

gill-nets.
Q. How many miles ?-A. Well, I forget how many, we had four gangs; we

would not have all our nets in the lake at one time, we would have nets on the shore
drying.

Q. Had you as many nets as the tug could serve ?-A. Oh, yes. We were fish-
ing in deep water most of the time and we could not use many nets.

Q. Then, am I to understand that your fishing with that tug was not sufficiently
profitable to continue it ?-A. Oh, yes, but where [ was fishing with her was up in
the Georgian Bay, and I could not get the value of my fish there and I went in debt
with it. The first year I fished there, I done very welil.

Q. If these Americans were driven out of the country and Toronto or Montreal
people put their capital into it and bought ail their fish here, you think it would be
bitter ?-A. Yes, I think so.

Q. Would that be because the fish would be sold in Canada ?-A. Well, there
would be so much sold in Canada. ard I believe what would go to the United States
the people would give a botter price tr it.

Q. You think that if Canadian capital were employed in this fishery instead of
American capital that the fish would be sold in Canada ?-A. Yes, and the Canadians
could buy the fish and the overplus could be shipped to the States, because they
would not buy our fish at ail if they could do without them.

Q. Do you know what proportion of the flsh caught in the province of Ontario
is shipped out of the country ?-A. Oh. mostly aIl, I expect. There will be seven or
eight million pound of fish go to the United States from the province of Ontario.

Q. Probably seven-eighths of the whole catch ?-A. Oh, yes, more than that.
Q. Seven-eighths is a good deal of the whole catch ?--A. Yes.
Q. Only one-eighth going to Canada. Now, I suppose there is no doubt that

these Americans have managed by some plan or other to get ail these fish into the
States without paying any duty ?-A. So I understand.

Q. Well, the duty on seven or eight million pounds of fish at t'arec-quarters of
a cent a pound would be pretty close on to fifty or sixty thousand dollars ?-A. Yes.

Q. Do you think the Americans would have paid that duty if it had to be paid,
or who do you think it would have come out of-out of the fishermen ?-A. Cer-
tainly, out of the fishermen, and if that duty had not to be paid at ail, the fishermen
would get more money for their fish-they would get that sixty thousand dollars.

Q. The fishermen would get more money, you have no doubt of that ?-A. No.
Q. Then, as that duty has not been paid the probability is that the fishermen

have got more money for their fish ?-A. No, the fish buyers have got it.
Q. The middlemen ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, do you think that any Canadian capitalists could have gone to Buffalo

and humhugged things so as to get aIl this fish into the United States without pay-
ing duty ?-A. I don't think so.

Q. Well, in the interests of the fishermen,-talking of this duty question-don't
you think it would be as well to let well alone and not stir it up, or do you think it
would be better to expose it ?-A. i think it would be botter for any fish that was
caught with American capital to put an export duty on it, and thon those in Canada
would have as much chance to put fish on the American market.

Q. Are there some seines worked up here ?-A. Yes, the Indians use seines.
Q. Do you know what extent of seines are used there ?-A. Oh, just herring

seines.
Q. I suppose 400 yards long?-A. I don't know indeed how long they are;

they are ail Indians who are fishing there now.
Q. But white men did fish there years beforo?-A. Yes, but they are stopped.

now by the departmont.
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Q. Then the Indians fish all the year round in season and out ofseason, do they?
-A. Oh, they generally fish seines in the summer time.

Q. Now, the close season bore for white men, for some time, was from the lst
to the 10th of November ?-A. Yes, some time ago.

Q. Were you a fisherman then ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Was that close season generally kept in this locality ?-A. Well, it was.
Q. It was pretty well kept in this locality ?-A. Yes, pretty well kept.
Q. From the 1st to the 10th ?-A. Yes, unless sometimes it was just as we had

the weather this fall and they could not take their nets ashore.
Q. Now, you approved of a close season in your evidence, if the Americans have

a close season too?-A. Yes, from a certain time, from the 10th of November. Well,
it would be a close season then with us all the year round after the 10th, and the
fish do not commence spawning until after the 10th.

Q. You approve of a close season from the 10th of November to the end of
November, that means there would be no more fishing at that season ?-A. Yes.

Q. But would you approve of that close season if the Americans had an open
season at the same time?-A. No, I don't know as I would.

Q. Thon your idea is that we should not have one unless they had one ?-A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Well, now, does it strike you that if we abandoned our close season, so as
to be the same as the Americans, that there would be no use for our fishery depart-
ment or license or anything of that kind, that there would be no alternative then
but to introduce the American plan and fish when we pleased and do as we pleased,
the same as the Americans do now. Now, wouild you approve of the introduction
of the American plan on this side, the same as it is over there ?-A. Well, I don't know
as it would make any différence, because the fish swim over there just as they do here.

Q. And you would be quite willing to have froc fish, no license, etc. ?-A. Yes,
for all the fishing except pound-net fishing. I would not have pound-net fishing.

Q. But you would have to take that with the rest if you followed the American
plan, they approve of pound-net fishing on the other side. more than any other kind
-but you approve of the American plan all except pound-net fishing ?-A. Yes,
sir.

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. With regard to this discontent; do I urderstand you that the discontent is
occasioned here on account. of the combines of the American capitalists who own half
of our fisheries and nearly all the tugs--these combines give you for your fish just what
they like, but before the McKinley Bill passed, Canadians could take fish iqito the
United States free, but since then the Canadians are stopped by the ï per cent
duty, and consequently the Americans combine together Io get our fish as low as
they possibly can, and thon take them into the States free of duty, and the Canadian
fishermen suffer by this means, and that an export duty should be put upon these
fish caught by American capital ? Are these your sentiments ?-A. Those are my
sentiments.

Q. You say you would be willing to have the American system carried out
here, with this one exception, of pound-nets not being allowed on Canadian waters.
Of course, I can understand this, because you are wholly engaged in gill-net fishing.
But pound-net fishing is perhaps more largely carried on in Canada than gill-net
fishing, so you sec your views would only go towards serving a certain class of
fishermen, but a Government must take things upon a broader basis. Now, I am
of the opinion that we have no right to copy from the Americans in any way as to
fisheries, because we have got botter fisheries than they have, and should sustain
them, and if we carried out your plan, we would soon lose thein. As long as we pro-
teet our fisheries here and keep them in good condition we will always have the
American market, but if we go on killing and destroying our tish, our fisheries
will become extinet, as they are in many places already, and the only way to pro-
tect them is to have a proper close season ?-A. Well, the boats cannot run with
any less nets than they have got just now, and pay the men's wages. But take
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Lake Huron, we have no hatcheries here to help, and I believe it would be to the
interest of' the Government to have a hatchery on this side of Lake Huron, and I
think this place has more claim to it, because there is more boats out of it than any
other place on the lake.

DANIEL McCAULEY sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Are you a resident here ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. A fisherman ?-A. Well, I have been a fisherman, of late years; I work for

the Buffalo Fish Company.
Q. Are you now the agent of the Buttalo Fish Company ?-A. Yes.
Q. What nationality are you?-A. Canadian.
Q. Do you not carry on a fishery yourself n9w, then ?-A. Well, I have a boat.
Q. What fishery is yours; a gill-net fishery ?-A. Yes, gill-net fishery.
Q. And a tug ?-A. A sail boat.
Q. What kind of fish do you catch ?-A. Whitefish and trout.
Q. Any other kinds ?-A. No, sir.
Q. And where do you fish with your boat ?-A. At Tobermoray, Georgian

Bay and Lake Huron.
Q. Are the sizes of the mesh used by you the same as described by the previous

witness ?-A. Yes, 4½ to 5 inches, and 5j to 6 inches.
Q. Can you give us an idea of when you think the fish are in their best condi-

tion ?-A. Well, fish are very good in the spring; they are good in all seasons, I
think, unless in the spawning season.

Q. Do you refer now to salmon-trout and whitefish ?-A. Yes. sir.
Q. Are they good at all times previous to the spawning season ?-A. Yes, that is

if good, sound fish.
Q. The fish tbat you get are marketed where ?-A. Well, J think we market

most of thei in the United States, they belong to the Buffalo Fish Company.
Q. Are you fishing yourself too ?-A. Well, I am not fishing, but I have a boat.
Q. Do you license a boat ?-A. Yes, but I handle fish for the Buffalo Fish Com-

pany. I cannot say whether they al[ go to the States or not.
Q. Well, all fish handled by you are for the Buffalo Fish Company ?-A. Yes.
Q. You say you have a license for one sail boat ?-A. Yes.
Q. And the whole benefit and crop from this license goes to the Buffalo Fish

Company ?-A. They are ail Buffalo Fish Company.
Q. Are you the actual owner of the boat and the fishing gear in connection

with the boat, is it your own bonafide property ?-A. Not at present.
Q. Whose properly is it ?-A. The Buffalo Fish Company's, they bought it

from me last spring.
Q. A bona fide sale ?-A. Well, they bought the nets from me.
Q. Do they allow you the money for the license ? You paid so much for the

license, did you ?-A. Well, it was one of the company got the license himself.
Q. One of the company got the license for you?-A. Yes.
Q. They took your name down and your name was entered in the department

for a license and they paid the money for it, is that it ?-A. Yes, sir, that is the
way.

Q. And they control the boat and the license, and yourself, do they ?-A. They
do, this season, sir.

Q. And also your services ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do they pay you for your services ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. How, monthly or weekly ?-A. By the season, I suppose monthly.
Q. And do you also act as agent in getting fish from the other boats as well ?-

A. I do, sir.
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Q. What number of tugs and boats do these people control here-in the first
place, do you work for thern out of Southamptom?-A. It was at Tobermoray that
I worked.

Q. Well, the company controls how many boats here ?-A. They had three
tugs and three boats part of the season.

Q. And ail the fishing gear ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. And ail fish caught in these boats and tugs were shipped to the United

States?-A. I shipped them to the company to Wiarton, and I suppose they go to
the States.

Q. Have they freezing establishments there ?-A. Yes, large ones.
Q. And from this place their shipments are made either to Canada or the

States?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Is this practice pursued by ail the fishermen in this neighbourhood, or mostly

ail the fishermen ?-A. Well, of course there is a company here who huys fish.
Q. There are other companies here besides the Buffalo Company ?-A. There is

one company here.
Q. Is that an American or a Canadian company ?-A. A Canadian company,

as far as I know.
Q. Well, the average value of fish. I suppose, is the same as the other witnesses

have just related-what is the value of the salmon-trout ?-A. Well, it is 3j cents,
and the whitefish the same this season.

Q. What were they previous seasons ?-A. They were 3f cents last season.
Q. That is in 1891 ?-A. Yes, and the season before that I think they were only

. cents.
Q. So that this year they have been a little higher ?-A. Yes, and before the

Buffalo Company went into buying fish in the Bay in the shape they are in now, I
have sold fish for 2Î cents.

Q. The same fish ?-A. Yes, 2ï cents.
Q. Are you sufficiently acquainted with the habits of fish to give us an idea of

when they are ripest for spawning purposes-when do you think the salmon-trout,
as a rule, are most ripe for spawning ?-A. Well, on in November, I suppose.

Q. When do you think the whitefish are ?-A. Well, the whitefish c~ome at the
earliest after the 12th, so they must be later.

Q. Still, in November, though ?-A. And I think in the Georgian Bay the trout
are as late as December.

Q. Well, of course they cannot ail lay their eggs at one time, but the month of
November will cover the principal spawning time, will it?-A. Yes, I think so.

Q. Is it not a fact that salmon-trout frequently spawn the latter end of October?
-A. Well, I cannot say, maybe some do. November, t think, is the principal month.

Q. Do they spawn some before and some after?-A. Yes.
Q. Do you believe that the qualities of those fish are as good at the spawning

time as they are before it?-A. I think I answered that before. I said they are good
at ail times previous to spawning time.

Q. In your operations at Tobermoray are . there not other fish caught besides
salmon-trout and whitefish, do you catch any herring at all ?-A. Well, not of any
account.

Q. Do you catch any quantity of bass or pickerel?-A. Oh, not a great many.
Q. Do they catch any black bass at ail ?-A. Oh, there is a few, not of any

account.
Q. Have you in the interests of the company or yourself or the country made

any observations as to the season in which it is most injurious to the fishing gear
and boats to carry on fishing ?-A. From the month of September to the end of
the fishing.

Q. What do you mean by the end of the fishing?-A. Well, till the close season
comes in; there are very severe storms then ail through, the fali, at least most fails.

Q. Would it be considered profitable then to fish during November, or would it
be desirable to have the nets taken up then ? Would it be in the general interest of
the trade to have the nets take up for the whole month of November ?-A. Well,
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people fish on in October as late as they can and it is sometimes very good out in
the month of November the first few days.

Q. You say from the month of September to the end of the season is the most
injurious ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you mean the end of the close season or the end of the fishing season ?-
A. The end of the fishing season.

Q. Do you know anything about the catching of young immature fish-you
have supervision over pound-nets; have you ?-A. No, they have none at all up here.

Q. That is, this Buffalo company have no pound-nets at all in Lake Huron or
the Georgian Bay ?-A. I do not know of any, sir.

Q. Are you prepared to give an opinion on this Sunday close time regulation,
whether it is practicable to carry out the work of taking in the nets ?-A. It cannot
be done, sir, I don't think.

Q. I need not ask you whether Anericans fish in our waters, because it seems
all the nets and boats you control are under the management of the Americans, but
as to poaching from the other side, do they come in with their tugs and fishing gear
and fish in Canadian waters-do you know of any instance ?-A. I have no personal
knowledge of it.

Q. Are you under the impression that it would be advisable that a proper close
season should be established for the preservation of fish ?-A. I am, sir; a proper
season at a proper time.

Q. What is your idea with regard to hatcheries ?-A. Hatcheries, I think that
they will be a good thing, in fact, I would like to see a hatchery fixed up here.

Q. Hatcheries should be sustained and you want one here, do you?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you lived here any length of time ?-A. I was born here.
Q. Have you made any observations with regard to the decline or otherwise of

fish here-are the whitefish and salmon-trout as plentiful here aà they were in
former times?-A. Weill, I cannot say that they are.

Q. Can you assign any reason why they are less numerous now-is it overfish-
ing, or is it because they have not been protected properly, or both ?-A. Perhaps
overfishing has more to do with it.

Q. Have you any remarks to make with regard to other matters ?-A. Well,
these questions that Mr. Harris asked Mr. McKenzie.

Q. Well, have you any particular matter that you want to make any remarks
upon ?-A. Well, as to the price of fish.

Q. What have you to say about that ?-A. Well, since the Buffalo Fish'Company
have started we get a better price for our fish than we ever did before up the lake.

Q. And what else?-A. That is about all; I think if Canadian buyers had to
pay this duty of 75 cents on fish, I think that we would have to lose it, or the fish
catchers would have to lose it.

Q. The fishermen would lose it?-A. I think so, and I aiso think that if there
was an export duty put on fish that it would come off the fish catchers. 1 r

Q. It would come out of the fishermen, would it, if an export duty was put on?
-A. I think so, it looks reasonable in my mind anyway.

Q. Then, do I understand you to say that ail the fish shipped into the United
States go in there as American fish ?-A. Well, I think so.

Q. If they did not go in that way they would have to pay duty ?-A. There is
one of the company here, I suppose he can tell.

Q. Have you any other remarks that you desire to make ?-A. No, I think that
is about all.

By Mr. Harris:

Q. Do you know anything about the opposite coast of Lake Huron ?-A. I have
been over there.

Q. Have you any idea whether or not the Americans fish that pretty thoroughly?
-A. Well, I heard they did.

Q. Do you think they have got as many nets in there as we have here ?-A. I
think on the opposite shore they have as many nets as we have on this shore.

Q. Where do they sell their fish ?-A. I suppose they sell them in the States.
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Q. Do you know any particular point ?-A. Well, Detroit is a very good point,
I believe, that is, take the opposite side of the lake, I think their fish go to Detroit.

Q. Do you know how the prices over there compare with those here ?-A. I
don't know.

Q. Now, we have heard something about this Buffalo Fish Company up here,
when did you first hear of it ?-A. Two years ago.

Q. Row long have you Lished here ?-A. Well, I have not fished since seven
seasons. I worked for McKay and Clark before they went into the Buffalo Fish Com-
pany, and I have worked for them ever since.

Q. How long have you been working in this locality altogether in the fishing
business ?-A. Oh, I suppose it is ten years anyway.

Q. And you only heard of the Buffalo Fish Company two years ago ?-A. It was
two years ago they started as the Buffalo Fish Company.

Q. What were they before that?-A. Well, Mr. McKay and Mr. Clark were
Canadian fish buyers and they were in company in Wiarton.

Q. And were they shipping to the United States?-A. Yes, and to Canada too.
Q. And two years ago it assumed the shape of the Buffalo Fish Company ?-A.

Yes, sir.
Q. Well, has the investment of American capital and the growth of the Ameri-

can trade here been gradual, as yoii understand ?-A. Well, the fishing trade has.
Q. The fishing trade with the States has been growing up gradually for a num-

ber of years ?-A. Yes.
Q. Do you regard the investment of American capital here as an injury or a

benefit to the people ?-A. I regard it as a benefit.
Q. You spoke of the whitefish selling for 3j and 3 cents ?-A. Yes, and 2¾ cents.
Q. Well, 2t cents was before the Buffalo Fish Company came here ?-A. Yes,

air.
Q. And you speak of it now as 3j and 3 cents?-A. Yes, now.
Q. Have you a tug ?-A. No, sir.
Q. You have a tishing license ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Is the license you have paid for by the Buffalo Fish Company ?-A. Yes,

sir.
Q. And are the nets paid for by them ?-A. They own the nets.
Q. You fish them ?-A. No, sir, I do not fish them, a man up the lake there

fishes them.
Q. And he gets for the fish he brings in 2î cents a pound ?-A. Three and

a-half cents.
Q. And the Buffalo Fish Company pay for all the gear besides?-A. Well, the

price is allowed the boats and tugs, 3j cents.
Q. The Buffalo Fish Company own the tugs, own the nets and pay for the license,

and this man fishes with that gear, is that it ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. And he gets 3j cents a pound for his fish ?-A. The tugs and boats are

allowed 3 cents a pound for their tish; that is, that price is put down to see whether
that tug will come out clear and pay al expenses or not.

Q. Do you think that these fishermen who get 3j cents on this plan from the
Buffalo Company are doing better than if they were fishing independently ?-A.
Well, I think that the prices are better now than they were when Canadian buyers
handled them alone.

Q. When they got 2î cents for fish, the fishermen then took out their own license ?
-A. Yes, sir.

Q. And paid for ith?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. And paid for all their nets ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. And had their boats and all their capital in it and then only got 2Î cents a

pound for their fish ?-A. We got that one year, yes.
Q. And now they get 3j and 3 cents from the Buffalo Company with very little

capital of their own invested ?-A. Well, I understand that the company owned all
the boats and tugs that were there in the summer lime and they allowod these tugs
and boats a certain -price for their fiash, just the same as they allowed outsiders.
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Q. So you regard it as a good thing for the fishermen to be in with the Buffalo
Fish Company and work for it?-A. Well, I think the prices are higher than they
were before, but other men who are not in the fish company, they get more for their
fish.

Q. They get more for their fish ?-A. Yes.
Q. But then they have more capital invested in their fishery ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. And they have got the risk of their capital and the risk of their nets and

gear ?-A. Yes, sir. 30;
Q. And the other way the Buffalo Fish Company take all the risk ?-A. Yes,

they hire the men who run these boats.
Q. And these men are all men as intelligent as you are ?-A. I suppose so.
Q. They are all men who can read and write and are smart fellows ?-A. I sup-

pose so. They work and get their wages the same as I do. The Buffalo Fish Com-
pany owns these boats and they pay these men se much a month.

Q. You have a certainty about it, you have your wages and you get your pay?
-A. Yes.

Q. And the other men are the same way ?-A. Yes.
Q. Aud they seem to like it ?-A. Well, sometimes they growl.
Q. Can you give me any idea of what fishing plant there is here at Southamp-

ton-how many tugs are there here ?-A. There are two fishing here.
Q. How many sail boats ?-A. I am away in the summer time and I cannot tell

very well.

By Mr. Wilmot;
Q. Do I understand you to say this: The Buffalo Fish Company own the boats

and nets and gear and employ the men, and all the fish caught in these boats and
by this gear are brought in to the company to do what they like with ?-A. That is
correct.

Q. And other fishermen owning boats and nets of their own independent of the
Buffalo Company, get the current market price for their fish, which is 3½ ,cents a
pound ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. For salmon-trout and whitefish ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. That covers the whole thing, does it ?-A. That covers it all; I paid that

this year.
Q. That is just the whole meaning of your evidence is it not?-A. That is it.

FINLAY McLENNAN sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot;
Q. You reside here at Southampton ?--A. Yes, sir.
Q. A fisberman ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. How long ?-A. Twenty years.
Q. What country ?-A. Canada.
Q. What kind of a fishery are you engaged in ?-A. I was engaged in the her-

ring fishery until of late. I was always in the herring fishery since I started until
this year.

Q And what are you doing this year ?-A. Well, I fished part of the season.
Q. Well, have you had anything to do with whitefish at all ?-A. Oh, yes, I

fished for years whitefish, but for the last four or five years I did not do anything.
I have gone out of it.

Q. Where do you fish principally ?-A. White Fish Island is my fishing station.
Q. Where is White Fish Island ?-A. Sixteen miles north of here.
Q. And you used what nets ?-A. Seines I used there.
Q. Seines for whitefish and herring ?-A. No, seines for herring only.
Q. And what did you use for whitefish ?-A. Gill-nets.
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Q. Do you use what is called hoop-nets here at all ?-A. No, I never saw but
one here in my life.

Q. What is the size of the mesh you use in your herring seines?-A. Two and
a half in the bag.

Q. And in the wings, what ?-A. Oh, three and a half and sometimes four;
sometimes I will have the wing four.

Q. What size do you use for your gill-nets ?-A. Four and a half to five inches.
Q. Two and a half-that will be one and a quarter bar in your herring net ?-

A, Yes.
Q. What sized herring will that two and a half inch extension let through ?-

A. Oh, it will let full-grown herring through. Suppose you had in the seine a
couple of barrels, if you will give them time they will all go through.

Q. They will all go through ?-A Two and a half inch mesh will let a seven-
inch herring pass through freely, but wben there is a large bulk of herring in they
cannot get through because they ail huddle together.

Q. Well, in hauling your seines for the herring of course a great number of
half-grown herring would get caught and would run out ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you in your experience ever see any great number of whitefish run
out ?-A. No, I don't know as I ever saw a great number of whitefish in the nets
in my lite.

Q. Do you know anything about this place called the Sauble Beach ?-Yes,'sir.
Q. Did you ever fish there ?-A. No, I never fished there.
Q. Do you know of young whitefish being caught there in seines ?-A. Yes, I

saw young whitefish there upon the beach.
Q. Young whitefish of what size ?-A. Oh, I should judge two to four inches

long on the beach there. I walked down just on purpose to see. It is only four
miles.

Q. How did they come on the beach ?-A. Caught by seines.
Q. In large quantities ?-A. Oh, I could not say. i never was there but once

when I saw young whitefish there, but I have heard different times, and I came
down once just to see.

Q. You saw them from two to four inches long there ?-A. Yes, and more than
that.

Q. Who were they caught by-Indians or white people ?-A. Oh, there was
about twelve seines on the beach there from one end to the other. It is about five
miles long, and the Indians had two seines and the white people had ten of the
twelve seines.

Q. Is that fishery carried on now in the same inanner ?-A. No, it is carried on
by Indians wholly now.

Q. How is it that the white people do not fr&h there ?-A. The Indiau Depart--
ment interfered and took it from the white people, I believe; the Indians made out
it was on their reserve,-a year ago.

Q. It is on the Indian reserve, is it ?-A. No, the land back of the beach all
along it belongs to the Government, it is not Indian land at all.

Q. Well, how do they make out that this Sauble Beach is on the reservation ?-
A. Well, I could not explain that, the land all behind is settled by white people.

Q. Where did these white people belong to that fished there at that time ?-A.
They came from below Bayfield down here.

Q. Down from the Sarnia neighbourhood ?-A. Yes, near Sarnia, half-way
between Goderich and Sarnia.

Q. Well, for information, would a three inch gill net mesh catch medium sized
whitefish, or young whitefish ?-A. Oh, I could not tell, that is a net I never
fished, but I would naturally think it would, because I have seen whitefish no
larger than herring and a three inch mesh will catch herring, but I never fished
with a three inch mesh in my life.

Q. You think a three inch mesh will catch herring and will also catch some
whitefish ?-A. Oh, yes, I would think so.

Q. WiJß a two and a half inch mesh catch any whitefish at all, that is, half-
grown whitefish ?-A. No, I never saw it. I have used herring nets a while iw the
ail with my seines, but I never caught a whitefish in my life.
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Q. Have you caught a herring of two pounds or one and a half pounds ?-A. I
don't know.

Q. Have you caught them a pound ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, then, a herring net of three inch mesh would catch a pound herring

and would also catch a pound whitefish, would it not ?-A. Yes, a pound herring
and a pound whitetish is just about the same size or very near.

Q. When do you think the herring are in the best condition for food ?-A. Well,
we never catch herring here but once a year and that is the only time I know any-
thing about them.

Q. What time is that ?-A. November, the latter part of October and Nov-
ember. Oh, your. might get a few any time in the yoar, what we call summer herr-
ing, but I never care for them.

Q. Are not summer herring good for eating ?-A. No, I never cared for them.
Q. And you think that herring are very good in October and November, the

spawning time ?-A. That is the only time we catch them here and they are good
then.

Q. Is that their spawning time ?-A. Oh, yes.
Q. You do not fish for them in the summer months ?-A. No.
Q. Are herring very numerous in this section of the lake ?-A. Well, not of

late years they bave not been, this last three or four years they have not been.
Q. That is in comparison with what they were before, you mean ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Can you give any reason why that is the case ?-A. Well, I don't know, I

might give a reason, but it might not be correct; I think the saw-mills along the
coast have a great deal to do with it.

Q. Then saw-dust would have a bad effect, is that what-you mean ?-A. Yes,
sir.

Q. Would that be floating on the surface or settle to the bottom ?-A. Well, it
floats for a while until it gets water soaked, and then it settles on the bottom.

Q. Then what effect has the saw-dust on the bottom of the water ?-A. The
herring will not go there; the herring is a very shy fish, and they get saw-dust in
their gills, and won't go there.

Q. Where this settles on the bottom, is it on the spawning ground of the her-
ring generally ?-A. Very often, because when the herring go inside they always go
into quiet waters if they can, and that is where that rubbish settied without a doubt.

Q. What about whitefish, you say you used to catch whitefish, too ?-A. Oh,
yes, quite a few years ago.

Q. You do not catch them now ?-A. No.
Q. Is that because you do not fish for them now, or because they are scarcer ?-

A. No, I don't fish for them, I have not fished for them this last three or four years.
Q. 'W here was your market for selling your fish, or where is it now ?-A. I sell

to the local Canadian market, Toronto and Hamilton; I have sent some to Buffalo
in former years, but not much though, just enough to experiment on.

Q. What was the price you used to get for the salmon-trout in former years ?-
A. Well, I find fish in my experience a good deallike anything else: sometimes when
the market was over-supplied, you would have to sell cheap, and sometimes you got
more, but you could range the market generally, say 10 years ago, sometimes you
would have to sell at 3 cents, and sometimes you got 4- or 5 cents.

Q. Well, about an average of 4 cents ?-A. Yes, about that.
Q. What do you get now for them ?-A. Well, I am not selling on the market

now, and I cannot tell you.
Q. This refers to salmon-trout ?-A. Yes, and whitefish the same.
Q. What did you get for your herring ?-A. Well, what herring I caught, I

always salted them and sold them salted.
Q. At what ?-A. They used to average $4.50; if I averaged $4.50 per barrel

for them, that was my standard price.
Q. How many herring would go in a barrel, as a rule ?-A. Oh, good sized

herring, about 27 or 28 dozen a barrel.
Q. That would be the herring when cleaned ?-A. Yes, herring with their

heads on.
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Q. You said you sold them at $4.50 to $5.00 per barrel, cleaned herring ?-A.
Yes, 38 dozen say of small herring.

Q. Could you sell herring at that time fresh at all ?-A. Oh, I could not get them
to market, it was too far away.

Q. They were salted because you could not get them to market ?-A. Oh, 1
might send a load down here but it would not be often.

Q. I think you said that herring spawned in November-when do whitefish
spawn ?-A. Oh, I think they spawn in November. I don't think anybody here
can give a very correct idea of when they spawn, because we don't know that; I don't
think they come on to these shoals to spawn, many of them.

Q. What you mean by that is, that there are no whitefish spawning grounds
around here ?-A. Well, if they spawn here heavily it is after we are done fishing
operations.

Q. Have you had any experience with regard to losses of nets in any one month
more than another from storms, and so on ?-A. Yes, certainly.

Q. What month would affect you most ?-A. Oh, I suppose there are more
losses in October than any other month.

Q. Is the weather generally any calmer or better in November or is it worse
than it is in October ?-A, Very often we have a better November than October-
with the exception of this year.

Q. But the most stormy weather is October and November ?-A. Yes.
Q. Do you say that your 2½-inch mesh when you are hauling it would frequent-

ly catch small herring but no whitefish ?-A. No, sir.
Q. You never noticed that ?-A. No.
Q. Would you be able to discern with your eyes quickly the difference between

a small whitefish and a small herring ?-A. Yes, quicker than a shot.
Q. What is the difference ?-A. The whitefish is longer in the upper jaws than

herring.
Q. Is there any other perceptible difference that you could notice in a hurry-

J suppose you do not pick a fish up and look at its jaw ?-A. Oh, yes, they are not
the same shape. The herring is much rounder than the whitefish in his build.

Q. What is the smallest sized herring that is marketable ?-A. Seven-inch is
about the smallest that is marketable; if they come below that we would have to
sell then at a smaller figure.

Q. Then you never catch many under 6 or 7 inches in your nets?-A. No, not
many.

Q. Well, with regard to seine fishing, would theiSunday close season affect you
very much with that kind of fishing?-A. I never hauled a seine in my life on Sun-
day, but when I fished gill-nets I know it could not be done.

Q. Then you all agree that it would be impracticable to keep the law as it now
is, that nets should be taken up from six o'clock Saturday night until Monday morn-
ing ?-A. You would have to commence taking them up on Wednesday to get them
ashore.

Q. Are you of the opinion that it is judicious on the part of the Government te
have a close season for fish in the interest of the fishermen and of the fisheries ?-
A. Yes, if they are brought on at the right time.

Q. Then you think close seasons properly chosen are beneficial in the interests
of fisheries?-A. Yes, sir, I do.

Q. And do you think that the spawning season as you formerly mentioned, is
as nearly correct as possible ?-A. Well, I think all that gave their evidence before
I did are all too early in regard to the whitefish. I do not think they spawn until
very late in November.

Q. As a general thing with regard to your knowledge you have stated that her-
ring and whitefish will, and do spawn in November ?-A. Yes, I believe they do.

Q. Is that correct ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you know anything about the spawning of the salmon-trout ?-A. Yes, I

believe they spawn in November, too.
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Q. When were you in the habit of setting your nets out, as a rule, in the spring ?
-A. Oh, we set them here always when the ice went away, sometimes the middle
of April and sometimes the middle of May and sometimes the first of June, but you
can take an average of about the middle of May.

Q. And you fish steadily on until when ?-A. Until the close of the season, the
way it is now.

Q. When was it before ?-A. Well, it was always to the lst of November, but
we could fish then after the 10th, the close season only continued from the lst till
the 10th of November, and we used to go out again and fish.

Q. Well, then you fished on until stopped by the weather of the department ?
-A. Yes, that was the only thing that would make us stop, if our health was good.

Q. Do you carry on any winter fishing here for herring?-A. Nothing of any
account.

Q. In hauling your seines did you ever get any white bass, black bass, green
bass, yellow bass or pickerel ?-A. Oh, I might have caught some pickerel, but
nothing worth mentioning.

Q. What is your opinion with regard to this new idea of hatcheries for propo-
gating fish ?-A. Oh, I think it is a very good idea if it is properly conducted.

Q. Is there an anxiety on the part of the fishermen here to have one put up
at Southampton?-A. Yes, I think that is a general feeling here on the part of the
fishermen; I think they have been slighted in that respect, because this used to be
the most important fishing station on the lake, aLd we used to think we should have
had a hatchery here long before now.

Q. You say at one time it was considered the most important station on this
shore of Lake Huron, why is it not now the most important station ?-A. Well, a
number of our fishermen now go off to better fields, go off to the Georgian Bay.

Q. Why is it not considered the most important station now ?-A. Well, fish
have now become scarcer, and more fishermen are fishing.

Q. And these are the reasons you give for the requirement of a hatchery;
fish are scarcer, and mère men are fishing ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know anything about the different kinds of trout they say they have
here ?-A. Oh, yes, I have seen all kinds of trout that comes in.

Q. And do you think there are two or three different kinds of trout here ?-A.
Yes, three or four different kinds.

. Q. Then you beat the rest of them ?-A. I would just as soon be alone as with
a crowd sometimes.

Q. Three or four different kinds of trout, do you mean in their families or in
their sizes ?-A. No, it is different families.

Q. Different appearance altogether ?-A. Yes, different shape, size, colour,
length, breadth and everything else.

Q. Would salmon-trout of a pound in size be the same shape as one weighing
15 or 20 pounds ?-A. No, I don't think so.

Q. Weil, then, might not these different shapes and sizes belong to the saie
fish but at different ages?-A. No, you take a full-grown deep water trout and it is
different altogether from a fall fish.

Q. Have you any suggestions of your own to make. You say you have been
interfered with in your business, how is that ?-A. Well, I did not fish herring this
fall on account of the information I got about the close season. I was told by the
fishery overseer that I would have to quit by the .Ist of November, the close
season.

Q. Did he tell you what close season it was for ?-A. He said it was the close
season for herring.

Q. He told you it was the close season for herring?-A. Yes, and all fish.
Q. He said it was the close season for herring, did he ?-A. Yes, he said it was

in the notice that he got that the close season for herring was the lst of November,
and he was going to carry that out.

Q. Is there anything else that you have special cause to complain of ?-A.
Yes, the close season, certainly.
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Q. What is the trouble with the close season ?-A., It commences too early, or
quits too late, either one or the other, it is too long. We had a close season here
from the lst to the 10th of November, and we did not complain about that, and the
law was carried out to the point.

Q. What is the good of a close season of that kind when you all admit that the
fish do not begin to spawn until after the 10th ?-A. Well, if we do not catch them
then we never will catch them.

Q. You say the close seasons are too long; when should they commence ?-A.
The 10th is plenty early for any good at alil.

Q. Is this both for salmon-trout and whitefish ?-A. Yes.
Q. What about the close season for herring, sir, when should it be ?-A. Oh, if

I got my way, it would be the same thing. I would be satisfied if 1 never fished
after the 10th of November, it would be too cold.

Q. Have you any other special grievance ?-A. No, sir, if I got my way that
far I would be satisfied.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. Have you got a farm ?-A. I have got a small little bit of ground, sir.
Q. Is your seine fishery on that ?-A. No, it is on the island, I fish on in the

lake.
Q. Who owns the island ?-A. The Government.

DOUGAL McCAULEY sworn

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. Your residence, sir ?-A. Southampton.
Q. Your occupation?-A. Fisherman.
Q. Iow long, sir?-A. Fifteen or sixteen years.
Q. And your nationality ?-A. Canadian.
Q. What sort of fishery do you carry on ?-A. Gill-net fishing.
Q. With sait boats or tug ?-A. Tugs and sait boats.
Q. When you say " tugs " you mean more than one ?-A. Yes, we have two

tugs, at least I have a partner that is in with me, but I am representing the com-
pany.

Q. You are a partner of what company ?-A. McCauley & Logan is the firm.
Q. Where are their headquarters ?-A. Southampton.
Q. Do they come under the head of an American company or a Canadian com-

pany ?-A. Canadian.
Q. Wholly Canadian, is it ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. And this company's outfit consists of the two tugs and how many boats ?-

A. Well, one boat we have. We only run the two tugs, all summer we had a half
interest in another boat but we sold it this fall, so that covers the whole.

Q. And the fish you catch are?-A. Whitefish and trout, and herring.
Q. What are the proportions of each of these-are the salmon-trout the greater

number or the whitefish ?-A. Salmon-trout are the greatest, and then the white-
fish.

Q. I hear of the ciscoe here from one or two parties, do you know that fish ?-
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know anything about that fish in Lake Ontario ?-A. I have seen
them, I have been on Lake Ontario.

Q. You know the ciscoe then, do you ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Is the ciscoe here about the same?-A. Well, they are just about the same,

I have seen the ciscoe as large here, but as a general run they are a great deal
smaller. I think there is another fish called the smelt over there just about the size
of the ciscoe here. ' We have never fished them here to make a business of it, there
are plenty of them in the lake, the lake is full.
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Q. Are they about the size of the ordinary herring ?-A. They are smaller. I
sent out a herring net with the fishermen just to see what was there and the net
was just full of them and of little wee trout. We just set the net there to see what
would be in it.

Q. The mesh of this net would be what ?-A. Two and three-quarters. It would
only catch the larger ones and the smaller ones would get tangled up in the mesh.

Q. And what size of trout would it catch ?-A. Oh, it would be just small little
wee fish half a pound and under, just little wee things.

Q. Amongst these small fish that you caught were there any other kinds of
small fish besides the ciscoes and salmon-trout, did you catch any whitefish ?-A.
There is no whitofish lives in that water, not what we call whitefish.

Q. Well, are there any other kinds of whitefish ?-A. Well, there is another
kind here what is called the moon-eyes.

Q. They have nothing at all to do with whitefish. You say you know the ciscoe
that is caught about Hamilton in Lake Ontario ?-A. Yes, I have seen thein there.

Q. And you think the ciscoe caught here is the same, only smaller ?-A. I think
so; they are just as fat, and. I have got them snoked and they are just as good,
I never ate them better.

Q. And you are quite satisfied in your own mind as a fisherman that they were
neither herring nor whitefish ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. And they'are only caught in deep water, you say ?-A. Caught in deep water.
Q. What would you call deep water ?-A. Forty-five fathoms and over, or-forty

fathoms and over.
Q. What season of the year was it you caught these ?-A. Oh, you can get them

any season, they have been a regular bother to us mon fishing in deep water because
they would come in the nets and there would come up perhaps half a dozen or a
dozen of these littie minnows as we call them to one other fish.

Q. Did you take notice whether the mouth of the ciscoe was the same as the
herring or the whitofish ?-A. I did not.

Q. Your fishery is in what waters?-A. Lake Huron, only from the port of
Southampton.

Q. The mesh of your nets is the same as the others ?-A. Just the same, 4j
inches summer fish, and 5j to 6 for fall fish.

Q. Now, with this 4 or 41-inch mesh what sized salmon-trout will pass through
freely without being gilled ?-A. If he gets his head free he will go through if ho
weighs 2 pounds.

Q. Two pounds and under will go through a 4-inci mesh?-A. Oh, yes, and
perhaps larger than that.

Q. And how large a fish will pass through your 5 and 6-inch mesh?-A. Well,
I guess about a 4-pound.

Q. What sized fish night pass through a 3-inch mesh ?-A. Well, I could not
give you any idea.

Q. Well, if a 2-pound fish will pass through a 4-inch mesh and a 4-pound fish
will pass through a 5þinch mesh, what size will pass through a 3-inch gill-net ?-A.
Oh, I guess a pound fish would perhaps get through, I guess it would; of course I
have never given it any consideration.

Q. Would a 1-pound fish go through ?-A. I don't think it would.
Q. Would one pound and under go through ?-A. I could not swear to any

particular weight.
Q. Do you consider there is any difference in the quality of fish from one month

to t ho other during the season ? Don't take marketable purpose into consideration ;
but when, in your estimation, is the fish the best for consumption for table use ?
For instance, what time would the salmon-trout, in your opinion, not taking into
consideration cold or hot water or the marketable value, be worth the nost for
dornestie use?-A. I could not say.

Q. Well, according to your own ideas ?-A. Well, in September, I should think;
I always put them up for my own use at that time.

Q. What are they in May and June?-A. I could not tell you; we never get
any of them.

153



Ontario Fishery Commission.

Q. What about whitefish?-A. I think they are very good whenever we can
get them; it is seldom we can get them.

Q. What about spawning time?-A. Weil, I should think they would not be as
good at the spawning time.

Q. Whitefish are good at any time, you say, but more particularly before they
bave spawned ?-A. Yes, I think so; but I don't suppose we would catch one hun-
dred pounds of whitefish after August here, because the fish are in deep water ail
the time.

Q. Where are your markets for selling your fish?-A. Weil, Canada and the
United States.

Q. Do you sell altogether in Canada?-A. Well, we sell some in the States, just
wherever we get the best market.

Q. But principally in Canada ?-A. No, I think we sold over one-half our fish
to the American markets; I think, two-thirds to the American markets.

Q. Which market do you find the best so far as price is concerned?-A. They
are both about the same so far as we are concerned; we get the same price from
each market.

Q. The value of the salmon-trout is what?-A. Our fish is worth 4ý cents.
Q. And the whitefish ?-A. The whitefish is the same.
Q. Do you ship on ice, or do you freeze ?-A. Wo ship in ice, and we freeze just

a very few in the fall.
Q. What fish do you freeze ?-A. October fish.
Q. Why do you freeze in October?-A. To supply the home market in the

winter time.
Q. What price do you get for your frozen fish in the winter?-A. From 5 to 5j

and 6 cents; from 5 to 6 cents.
Q. Have you ever sent any of these frozen fish to the States ?-A. No, sir, not

this year. I sent some last year.
Q. How did the markets hold out with regard to the winter fish you sent last

year, are they higher than the summer fish ?-A. Oh, yes, frozen fish always seli
higher. Fish are generally scarcer in the winter, and bring a higher price.

Q. The Canadian market is not sufficient for you to sell ail your fish in?-A.
No, I tried it very hard this year, but I found out I could not do it, and I just tried
to hunt the best market I could in the States. I sold the best I could in Canada; I
shipped to thirty different men in one day, but there was noue of them took over a
hundred pounds.

Q. In shipping your fish to the States do you have to pay the duty there ?-A.
Weil, we leave that to them; we do not pay the duty, we seli them the fish and they
can do what they like with it. I know nothing about it.

Q. But you pay no duty ?-A. No.
Q. How do you consign these fish when you send them over there-consign

them to a bouse in Buffalo or wherever you send them ?-A. We send them right
across the line. For instance, we send to the Buffalo Fish Company; we just mark
down the price we get for them on the invoice and we give that to the express
messenger.

Q. A bill of lading is sent?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. With the quantity of fish and the price ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. You have nothing more to do with it then at ail ?-A. No, nothing.
Q. You get your monèy back, I suppose ?-A. Sometimes we do and sometimes

we don't.
Q. Who pays the freight ?-A. They pay the freight; they pay everything.

We seil them here f.o.b. at from 4 to 4½, and 4j cents-some men you can get more
from than you can from others-and some I have sold for 3 and 3î.

Q. There is no demand made for duty?-A. No.
Q. Is this the same price that single fishermen get for fish here from the Buffalo

Fish Company and others ?-A. These are wholesale prices. We catch our fish and
sell them ourselves to the best advantage we can to foreign or home markets.

Q. And is your custom the custom pursued by the Buffalo Fish Company when
they buy their fish from other persons ?-A. I don't know anything about their business.
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Q. Do you buy fish from other fishermen here ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. And do you pay the same price that the Buffalo Fish Company pay for

them ?-A. Sometimes I have paid more.
Q. And sometimes less ?-A. No, I never can get them any less.
Q. Do you know of your own knowledge the actual time many of these leading

fish are actually engaged in spawning-take the salmon-trout ?-A. The salmon-
trout is a fall trout. We have them spawn about the 10th of November, I think.
I have about the same views as the other men have in that respect; I don't know
any difference.

Q. Do you think that some of them spawn before that time and some after it ?
-A. Well, I think there might be an odd one, but I think that is about the season.

Q. But do you mean to say that all spawn on the 10th of November ?-A. Oh,
no, butaboutthe 10th.

Q. What about whitefish?-A. I think they are later, in my opinion.
Q. What about herring ?-Oh, we do not catch many of them.
Q. Have you an idea that they spawn at the same time as the other fish, or

what ?-A. I think they are later. The herring have passed by this shore; there
is no herring fishing done within thirty miles of here that pays at all.

Q. Do you mean by that that it does not pay for the quantity caught, or the
value of them ?-A. It does not pay for the quantity caught; it does not pay any
way.

Q. Are your nets affected the same as others who have spoken here, in the
month of September, October and November, by the rough weather ?-A. Just the
same, the same blows affect them all, but when we are fishing in deep water the
blows do not affect them so much.

Q. Well, the general impression is that it would pay the fishermen better to
take up their nets in November than to leave them down, would that be your
opinion ?-A. No; we would be very sorry to take them out, especially before the
10th, if we were allowed to leave them in. If we were allowed to take our tugs out
to the reefs, in the middle of the lake, in the month of November, I think we would
take a great quantity of fish. i believe they take a great quantity of fish; men
from here go there and they say that is the case.

Q. How far out is it that you go ?-A. We go out fifty miles or so, that is the
general fishing grounds in the summer time with the tugs, that is where we have to
go to get sufficient quantities of fish to pay us.

Q. How long have you been fishing here ?-A. Well, ever since I have been
able to fish. I was brought up here.

Q. Were you always obliged to go out that far ?-A. I think there was just as
good fishing here this year as there was at any time since I started fishing; we go
out there simply because with the tugs we can make the time going out.

Q. I should think the longer you would be making the time the worse it would
be ?-A. Well, if we can get a hundred more fish by going to the reefs, why, we will
go there.

Q. What about the Sunday close season ?-A. Oh, we could not do it at all;
that would mean no fishing at all with the gill-nets. We would set our nets on
Monday and we could only leave them till Thursday or Friday.

Q. Yon mean then that it is impracticable ?-A. Yes; we never go out on Sun-
day; the men never were in the habit of going out from Southampton on Sunday.

Q. What about these Americans poaching, do you know anything about that?
-A. Well, we never can go out there to see them.

Q. Is that in November, you mean ?-A. Yes.
Q. What about the other seasons ?-A. Well, they have seen them, from

Goderich; they say that they fish right alongside just the same as they do else-
where, but I could not give yon any practical information about that, only hearsay.

Q. Are you of the opinion that it is correct to have properly selected close sea-
sons ?-A. I do, when there are no hatcheries. We ought to preserve the fish.

Q. That is both in the interests of the fishermen and of the fisheries ?-A. Yes,
sir.
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Q. And do you lay the whole responsibility upon the hatcheries? If you have
hatcheries, am Ito inter that you do not want any close seasons?-A. We do not
want any close seasons if we have hatcheries. Probably my reason for thinking that
is that when we had boats that could go out and fish in the same waters as the Am-
ericans can we would catch just as many of the fish raised by artificial prócess as
they would themselves; we would not care a rap whether we fished inside or not if
we fished out there.

Q. Are you prevented from fishing on the American shore ?-A. Yes, it is too
far across; we cannot land our-fish here.

Q. Would you prevent the Americans fishing on our shores ?--A. I believe they
would not poach as much, because when there is nobody looking at them they can
go where they like.

Q. Your idea is, if we have hatcheries we do not want any close seasons,
and you would be willing that all people should fish on our waters at any time they
chose, yourselves and others?-A. Oh, I would not want others to fish on our
waters; no.

Q. Are you one of those who petitioned to have a fish hatchery established bore ?
-A. Yes; I don't know as I petitioned, but if I have not done so already I would be
very glad to do it.

Q. You would petition for a hatchery bore if they were to have no close sea-
sons ?-A. I would petition for one whether there was close seasons or not. I would
like to see a hatchery all right enough, and I would like to see the close season in
force if there was a hatchery.

Q. Are there any matters on which you have any suggestions to make yourself?
-A. Yes, I would like as far as I am concerned, and I think the rest of the fisher-
men will fall in with my views, that if wo had a certain day or a certain time for
which to take out our licenses, and each man to get out his license at that time to
fish during that season, and thon it would be a benefit to those who are making their
living by it.

Q. Do you think everybody should get out his license at the same time ?-A.
Yes.

Q. They have the privilege of doing that now, have they not ?-A. Yes. There
are two-thirds of the fish caught bore in the fall of the year that are caught by boats
which do not pay for licenses at all, boats that are not fishing steadily for a living.
There are some boats paying license and some that are not. We had to pay $50
for those two tugs and they did not catch one-quarter the fish that the other boats
did that did not pay for licenses.

Q. And you think that all should be on the same footing ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Is there a fishery inspector bore at all ?-A. There was a fishery inspector

corne here the other day, collected $56 from me and burnt another man's nets.
Q. Do you know that it is your own fault that you are not all on the same foot-

ing ?-A. No.
Q. It is your own fault if you do not give some information regarding it ?-A.

I look at it like this-if a hotel-keeper takes out a license, and another man solls
whiskey in another store without a license, he is soon stopped.

Q. You know as a fact that some of thejfishermen do not pay license ?-A. Yes,
I know that.

Q. I think a good deal of that blamo is attachable to yourselves for not inform-
ing, because the department cannot see all over the Dominion. They have a fishery
officer stationed at Goderich, and those of you who do pay license ought to give him
some information regarding those who do not pay license. You say it is a fact that
more persons fish here without a license than those who do get a license ?-A. That
is the case this fall as far as 1 know. I was told by the fishery overseer to tell the
men to come up and pay him, but I had other things to do.

Q. Have you anything else to make a suggestion about ?-A. No, sir, only I
have been on the Sauble Beach thisyear, and I can corroborate the statement made
by Mr. McKenzie, that the Indians are fishing there with 2½-inch extension measure
mesh nets. Whetlier it is injurious or not, I don't know. They do not catch many
herring or anything else now, so I don't suppose it makes a great deal of difference
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Q. Do they fish at all times, through the close season and every other time ?-
A. I thinkthey will fish whenever they can get a fish there.

Q. But do they fish there at all times ?-A. I don't know that. They don't
start fishing until October, but there was not enough fish there this last couple of
years to pay them anyway, so it does not make much difference what mesh they use.

By Mr. Harris :

Q. Are you the managing partner in that firm ?-A. Idon't know, we just went
together this fall, and we have both been managing as well as we could.

Q. Do you think the profits þf the company from year to year would be better
if all your nets would be taken up the 10th of November, considering the loss of
twine, and so on in that month ?-A. Oh, no, it would not be better to us.

Q. If the whole of the fishermen would stop on the 10th of November, do you
think it would be better ?-A. I cannot speak for all, but I think when we fish to the
1t of November, and have to take up our nets then, I think when the fishing is
coming on pretty good, it would be more profitable for us to be allowed to fish to the
5th or the 10th.

Q. But take the average of years, would you be content that all the fishermen
should take up their nets on the lst of November taking it as a whole over all the
ground, would it be more profitable from a business point of view ?-A. Well, if
everybody would take them up I would be satisfied, and stop everybody.

Q. Do you approve of the license system being carried out strictly ?-A. No, I
don't like this license system at all. We have two boats down there and we can fish
the same amount of nets as one of the tugs in them two boats for $10 and the tug
bas to pay $25 for fishing two boats' nets, and I don't think that is right, I think the
tug's license should be $10. I am perfectly satisfied to pay license if everybody paid
it, but I think the tugs are paying too much, and I think everybody should pay license
and not jump on a few and let the rest go free.

Q. Do you think the tugs assist to bring the fish to market quicker than the
sail boats ?-A. Oh, yes, from a long distance, the boats do not go as far.

Q. Are the boats' fish or the tugs' fieh in the better condition ?-A. The boats
do not go as far ; if the boats were to go the same distance as the tugs then the boats'
tish would be in better condition, but they do not do that and the boats' fish are not
in as good condition as the tugs' fish for the distance they go.

Q. By going longer distances do you think you get a better quality of fish ?-
A. Well, going on these reefs that is the best quality of fish we get; they are not the
same as the salmon-trout at all.

Q. The further out you go, is that less injurious than fishing inshore ?-A. Yes,
I think so, because we are fishing where they never fished before and these fish are
not caught near shore anywhere within twenty miles of shore, and the tugs go out
there and fish in places where boats never fished before.

Q. Well, fishing as you do out in the middle of the lake with tugs do you think
you would have a fair case to ask the department not to charge you anything at all
for tugs as compared with off shore fishing ?-A. Oh, I don't know. When we are
fishing out in the middle of the lake we are perfectly satisfied to pay license because
we do not fisli all our nets there, but I think they sbotild not pay any more than
twice a boat's fee, because we do two boats' work out there and two boats only pay
$10.

Q. Does fisbing with a tug and nets spread over a greater area than the sail
boat fishing?-A. Yes, it does, in this particular point because the lake is so wide
across here.

Q. And do you interfere less with the sail boat men than if you had sail boats?
-A. Oh, yes, they do not interfere at all with them in the summer.

Q. Putting it in that way do you think it is unfair to discriminate against you
as the owner of a tug and charge you such a heavy fee ?-A. Yes, sir.

Commission then adjourned, to meet at Owen Sound, according to previous notice
given.
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No. 8.-OWEN SOUND, GEORGIAN BAY.

Evidence taken on Saturday, 26th November, 1892, at Owen Sound.

Captain DONALD McDONALD called and sworn

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Your residence, Capt. McDonald ?-A. Owen Sound.
Q. Your occupation ?-A. I am a fish-dealer.
Q. Of how many years' standing ?-A. I commenced in 1856.
Q. Your nationality ?-A. Scotch.
Q. What kind of fish have you been handling ?-A. Whitefish and trout.
Q. In your fishing did you catch any herring ?-A. Well, we catch some herring.
Q. In what particular locality ?-A. I get them mostly at Cluly Island.
Q. What are the limits of this islanid ?-A. I guess it is about a mile and three-

quarters long.
Q. What description of net do you use ?-A. I use the gill-net altogether. The

mesh is four and a half and four and three-quarters. We use five and one-half in
the fall.

Q. What particular description of fish do you catch in your summer net ?-A.
Well, I guess they don't average more than two and one-quarter. I suppose they
average that, and in the five and one-half they average about three and three-quarters
to four.

Q. What kind of fish will pass through freely ?-A. Well, we catch some that
weigh one and a half, and under, and these will pass through the four and one-half
mesh.

Q. Well, what will pass through the five and one-half ?-A. Well, I guess about
two and one-half and under will pass through that.

Q. Have you taken notice, during your experience as a fish-dealer, when the
whitetish are principally caught ?-A. I think in the spring of the year, May and
June. I think there is not much difference. They are also caught at times of
spawning.

Q. Where is your market ?-A. I sell between Toronto and Hamilton down the
line and'other places over Canada.

Q. Could you give me just a fair estimate of the values of these fish, what your
salmon-trout were generally worth a pound ?-A. In the spring, I suppose they
would average about 4 cents per pound, salmon-trout and whitefish. They run
pretty near the sanie in autumn. Autumn fish don't get cut up so much.

Q. What month do you find the most injurions or damaging ?-A. Well, in some
parts October is pretty bad. I have seen August a bad time, but you can't tell
exactly. In the fatll of the year the fishermen always fish close to the shore. In
the summer months, August and September, and in the fall, October.

Q. What do you say about November?-A. This year it has been a pretty
stormy month.

Q. What do you say about the whitefish ?-A. Do not get any in the fall.
Q. Do you know anything about the black bass ?-A. No, I have never fished,

any black bass.
Q. Do you get any pickerel or herring ?-A. IL have not had any great expe-

rience in herring. I think they commence about the 15th of this month, but I
have never fished many of them here. In deep water they may be earlier.

Q. Do you know of any instances when young fish are caught in any quantities
and are unmarketable ?-A. I saw a man coming in with some and I would not
take them. They were caught at Horse Island.

Q. What might be the size of them?-A. I don't think they would be more
than one pound and under.

Q. You considered these unsaleable ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What do they do with them ?-A. I suppose they sell some of them.
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Q. What would you mean by some ?-A. I don't mean exactly the quantity. No,
I could not give any idea.

Q. What is the usual way of setting the gill-nets ?-A. They are set off the
stern of the boat.

Q. How far out ?-A. At different distances from the shore, running from 30 to
40 miles from the shore.

Q. In what depth of water do you generally put these nets ?-A. There is a
difference in the depth of the water, but they are usually set in from 15 to 40 fathoms,
in this bay.

Q. Where else do you fish ?-A. From 15 to 70 miles down and in Lake Huron.
Q. Do you meet with many losses ?-A. Sometimes in the fall of the year I may

have had some, but not many.
Q. Do they remain in the nets ?-A. There may be an odd time when they

remain in the net for a week or ten days according to the weather.
Q. When do you usually take up nets ?-A. Well, that is according to the

weather, too. In summer from two to six days will elapse before taklng up the nets.
In the later season in the fali I take them up every day, if possible.

Q. Are the gilled fish alive when taken out ?-A. They are generaily dead when
taken ont. Well, sometimes they are dead. In warm weather the deaths are greater
if the nets are leit out.

Q. Well, are these dead fish fresh ?-A. No, they salt them as they are not firm,
and send them to the market.

Q. Are these dead fish as fresh as the others ?-A. No, they are not. They get
soft in the net. The best and fattest fish die lirst.

Q. If you were buying these yourself which would you take, those that had
died in the nets, or those taken out alive ?-A. Of course, I would take the live ones.

Q. Do you think the salt cures the dead soft ones ?-A. Well, I suppose it helps
them.

Q. Where are they sold ?-A. They are sold in Montreal and Toronto, and some
of them are sent to the States.

Q. Have you noticed them so far advanced after death that they were not fit
to bring home?-A. I have seen a few, not many though.

Q. Does this refer to both salmon-trout and whitefish ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Whether do salmon-trout or whitefish die first in the nets ?-A. I have seen

both.
Q. What is the size of twine you have in nets ?-A. We call it number 50 and

60 in the summer. In the fall,40 and 45.
Q. Do you ever see any Americans fishing in our waters ?-A. I fish up in the

end of Lake Huron with the Americans on one side and us on the other.
Q. Do you think they were fishing in our waters or not ?-A. I could not say.
Q. Do the Americans always come there ?-A. I think they generally come

there.
Q. Do you believe in the close season ?-A. If it is kept right.
Q. Are you of the impression that close seasons are advisable ?-A. Certainly,

they are if kept right.
Q. Can you give any information with rega-d to the increase, are fish plentiful ?

-A. No, they are not. Fish are not as plentiful as formerly.
Q. Has there been a great falling off ?-A. I could not say. I think the white-

fish is less and bas fallen off most.
Q. Can you assign any cause for this?-A. I believe it is caused by overfish-

ing. Four and one-half meshes should not be allowed in this bay, it should be 4¾.
Four and one-half is too smail, as immature fish are caught. I would recommend 4ï-
inch mesh, nothing less.

Q. Have you any other reason thatyoýi could assign for falling off of fishing ?-
A. I don't know. Close seasons should be made to suit different localities.

Q. Do you think catching fish during spawning season would have an effect of
reducing supply ?-A. Certainly. The taking of fish during spawning time must
necessarily reduce supply.

159



Ontario Fishery Commission.

Q. Do you do much herring fishing ?-A. No, not of any consequence.
Q. When do you set nets ?-A. About the lst of May, and they are kept in

until the close season, whieh is the 1st of November.
Q. Do you think they all take up nets on the lst of November ?-A. No, I

don't think so.
Q. Do you think it is correct to have a license law allowing fishing to be carried

on ?-A. I don't think there is any benefit in it.
Q. Do people flsh now without license ?-A. Well, I suppose they do if they

can get rid of it.
Q. What is your idea of the system of hatcheries ?-A. I believe if they are

used right, that it is the best thing could be done. I think they are beneficial if
properly conducted.

Q. Would you like one here ?-A. Yes, sir. I think it would be a good idea.
Q. Do you think it advisable to catch fish during the spawning season ?-A. No,

I think it is advisable to have a close season, and if possible the Americans should
have one too.

Q. Are you a fish-dealer ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What part of the bay ?-A. About 80 miles from here.
Q. How long have you been here ?-A. I am here six years.
Q. Are the trout as plentiful now as when you started ?-A. No, I don't think

they are.
Q. Are the whitefish ?-A. They are gone altogether.
Q. How are the herring ?-A. I never do much at tbem.
Q. Do you know all the different kinds of nets ?-A. I am not much acquainted

with pound-nets.
Q. You know;much about seine-nets ?-A. No.
Q. Do you regard gill-nets as wasteful ?-A. Yes, sii'.
Q. Do you know anything about seines at all ?-A. Not very much.
Q. Are they served with tugs as well as sait boats ?-A. Certainly.
Q. Is the fishing principally carried on with sait boats ?-A. There are a good

many tugs.
Q. Do you know anything about black bass ?-A. I don't know anything about

them.
Q. Do you ever sell them ?-A. I never bought them.
Q. As a fish-dealer would you think it to your advantage if the public would

protect the fish in the close season ?-A. I suppose the fish would be more plentiful.
Q. Ten or twenty years ago whether was salmon-trout or whitefish the most

plentiful ?-A. Whitefish were.
Q. What would you consider a large catch of whitefish, ten or twenty years ago ?

-A. A thousand whitefish would be considered a pretty good catch.
Q. At the same time what did you consider a large catch of salmon-trout ?-A.

From five to six hundred.
Q. What would you call a large catch now ?-A. I was told that a man got

about 200 trout, but he did not get any whitefish. The salmon-trout are more
numerous than the whitefish, and I think there should be more protection given to
the whitefish than to the salmon-trout. Another cause for the scarcity of fish i
the saw-logs brought across by tho Americans, which disturbs the feeding and
spawning grounds.
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Captain EDWARD DUNN called and sworn

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. Your residence ?-A. Owen Sound.
Q. Your occupation ?-A. A mariner.
Q. For how long ?-A. I carried fishermen on boats for years, and I have been

among fishermen a good deal for many years.
Q. Your nationality ?-A. English.
Q. What description of fish have you particularly notiôed ?-A. Since I have

been made fishery officer J have particularly noticed all kinds of fish caught in these
waters-in Georgian Bay and Lake Huron and the North Channel.

Q. Which were the most particular kinds of these fish ?-A. The great majority
were whitetish and salmon-trout, and not a very great quantity of herring.

Q. )o you know the description of nets used ?-A. The small gill-net.
Q. Do you know if pound-nets were used ?-A. Well, not iii Georgian Bay. Gill-

nets were used in Georgian Bay, and pound-nets in other waters.
Q. Do you know of seine-nets and hoop-nets being used at all?-A. Oh, yes.

I destroyed some 50 or 60 hoop-nets this last season as they were fished illegally.
Q. In what manner were they fished illegally ?-A. They are an illegal net,

and are not allowed on theGeorgian Bay.
Q. What did you do with these nets ?-A. I burnt them.
Q. Were these your orders from the department?-A. These were my instruc-

tions.
Q. Did you notice the size of the mesh in these hoop-nets ?-A. They were

small, very small, about 2 inches and less, extension measure, or 1 inch square.
Q. What description of fish would these nets principally take ?-A. That depends

upon the locality: if near a marsh, principally perch, bass and smail pickerel, and
ait kinds of smaller fish.

Q. Were the nets that you seized principally trap-nets and hoop-nets ?-A. Yes,
not pound-nets.

- Q. Do you ever get any young whitefish ?--A. A few herring, whitefish
don't go near these meshes. In the larger nets, the trap-nets, mostly pickerel in
these.

Q. Would you get any small herring and whitefish in these trap-nets ?-A. Yes,
unless the mesh was made larger and for catching larger fish.

Q. What is generally done with these small fish ?-A. They sold them to the
dealers, that is if the dealers would take them. I don't know how small ones the
dealers would take. Sometimes they would not take the very small ones, and, of
course, I never saw the fishermen taking them out, but I have seen the fish they
have sold at the fishing stations, ready for shipping, etc.

Q. Don't you know whether they were thrown away or not ?-A. I don't know.
Q. What is your opinion of the hoop-nets ?-A. These nets are very destructive

on account of the smallness of mesh and taking these very small fish.
Q. Has there been much of this work going on ?-A. There has been a great

deal of it going on along the north shore. It is a very difficult shore to guard.
Q. Do you think there are thousands of small channels in which this work is

carried on and therefore difficult to stop ?-A.Oh, yes, it is difficult to stop.
Q. Do you know when the salmon-trout and whitefish are in their best condi-

tion ?-A. I would say in the spring.
Q. Do you mean to say that they are better then than at the spawning time?

-A. Oh, yes, better than at any other time in these months and perhaps till the
middle of July, until the water begins to get warmer. Ali fish caught here are
marketed in the States, principally in Buffalo.

Q. Have you any knowledge of the market value for them ?-A.* The fishermen
get from the dealers about 3¾ to 3j.

Q. Who are these deaiers?-A. Well, a number are representatives of the
Buffalo Fish Company. There are some independent ones.
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Q. How do they pick up these fish from the nets ?-A. Well, some by sail boats
and some by tugs. The American companies have stations on the shore where they
take in the fish to ice and put in these cars.

Q. Is there a practice of the tugs going and taking the fish from the nets out of
the waters ?-A. No.

Q. Can you give us your opinion when the salmon-trout are ready for spawn-
ing?-A. Well, what these former gentlemen said is correct with regard to this
part of the lake. The salmon-trout are ready for spawning during the latter part
of October and during November.

Q. Does this apply to the whitefish ?-A. I think not. Whitefish are somewhat
later. Formerly they caught them in December.

Q. Do you know anything about when herring spawn ?-A. No, I do not.
Q. About this Sunday close season, what do you think of that?-A. I think

that is not practicable to be carried out.
Q. Have you any knowledge of the Americans fishing in ouir waters ?-A. No,

nothing. I have heard of it, but don't know of it for certain, at least in the waters
over which I bave had control.

Q. What is your idea with regard to close seasons. is it necessary to have them ?
-A. Most decidedly, I think so, for ail parties, fishermen and ail.

Q. Within your knowledge, do you know whether the fish are increasing or
decreasing ?-A. Decreasing, literally decreasing.

Q. Whether is the salmon-trout or whitefish decreasitig most ?-A. I have heard
fishermen say that whitefish are, but I know there are more whitefish shipped than
salmon-trout. The quantity of salmon-trout shipped in the summer is not more
than one-third of the whitefish; in the fall there are more salmon-trout, in October.

Q. How long have you taken observations with regard to fishing in these
waters ?-A. Weli, more particularly since I was appointed fishery officer, from
about 1890. But I have carried fish for the traders the last twenty-five-years.

Q. What is your experience with regard to falling off in autumn?-A. The
fishermen in those days would not have one-quarter of the net used now, and would
take more fish than with the present quantity used, which is much greater.

Q. What do you think is the cause of decrease?-A. By overfishing, and by
too small mesh net.

Q. Any other cause that would bear upon the matter aà to seasons?-A. Catch-
ing them during spawning seasons.

Q. Is there any winter fishing carried on here ?-A. Not on this shore, but
along the north shore there is considerable done through the ice for pickerel.

Q. Do you know something of the pickerel?-A. Yes. They spawn in the
spring. This spring I got in the neighbourhood of 1,500 which were caught with a
seine. It was a few days before the close season was out, about the 12th of May,
and there was a large quantity of spawn found in them at that time.

Q. Do you know anything of sturgeon ?-A. There are many taken in some
parts, but I don't know when they spawn.

Q. Have you heard the fishermen say when they spawn ?-A. They told me in
the spring, in April. They then go up the rivers to spawn.

Q. 1)o you know anything about black bass?-A. I have seen considerable
of them among the islands. There are very few on this shore, they are largely
taken on the north-east shore among the islands.

Q. Ilow are they taken generally?-A. Principally by these illegal nets, hoop
and trap-nets.

Q. What is done with them?-A. They are sent to the States, and you never
can get the accurate quantities, they deny all information, and they sell them as
soon as possible.

Q. What time of the year are they taken ?-A. In the earliest part of the sum-
mer, from May and June all through the season.

Q. iHave you any idea when the spawning of the black bass is?-A. Yes, in the
spring.

Q. Do you know any inonth in particular ?-A. May and June, I should say
from the 15th May to the 15th June.
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Q. Have you anything to say with regard to the hatcheries ?-A. Of course I
only know of them from what I have read, and I think they are a great aid, to say
the least of it, to keep up a supply of fish.

Q. Should they be increased in number ?-A. If it is possible to support
these.

Q. What are your ideas as regarding 'the sizes of mesh in nets ?-A. I think
that the 4¾-inch gill-net should not be used for taking whitefish,smaller than 5-inch
will lake half-grown fish. I think they should be 5 inches.

Q. What about the pound-net mesh?-A. I think the pound-net should be pretty
much the same size. The twine of them is coarser.

Q. What do you think about the system of having the pound-net pots only 2
inches in extension ?-A. I don't believe in it. I think it is ruinous.

Q. In catching heriing, what would you call a good-sized herring mesh ?-A.
A 2½ to 3-inch mesh.

Q. Do you think the guardianship is sufficient on these waters ?-A. Well, I
think the guardianship is not sufficient, particularly at close season, and that
depends upon locality. Guardianship is not so particularly required along the
south shore as on the north shore.

Q. Who are the buyers ?-A. The ordinary dealers.
Q. Do you think a system of licensing the dealers would have a tendency of

checking illegal fishing?-A. It might.
Q. Do you think that fishing would be a more paying business if nets were

taken out of water on the lst of November ?-A. 1 think so, in the end.

JAMES TELFORD called and sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Your residence ?-A. Owen Sound.
Q. Your occupation ?-A, Banker.
Q. Your nationality ?-A. Scotch.
Q. Wb at description of fishing are you desirous of giving information on ?-A.

Trolling exclusively, in Owen Sound Bay.
Q. What kind of fish ?-A. Salmon-trout.
Q. Are there any other kind ?-A. A very odd time a pickerel.
Q. Any bass ?-A. No, I never caught any.
Q. What description of troll did you use ?-A. A bait that I make myself,

imitation of a herring, a spinning bait.
Q. With one hook or more ?-A. There are three hooks joined together at the

neck. Two hooks in one bait.
Q. When do you think salmon-trout is in its best condition for market and

domestic use?-A. My experience goes clean against what I hear. There are some
very good fish in June, but my experience is that they are as good in October as
any other time of the year. Fish that have spawned are not good, or that are far
advanced ready to spawn.

Q. Your fishing is for your own domestic use?-A. Yes; I never sold a fish in
my life, nor never caught one out of season.

Q. Have you made any observation as to what time the salmon-trout eggs are
mature ?-A. Salmon-trout come on the grounds for the purpose of spawning about
the 15th of October. They do not come till about the 27th of October to the mouth
of the bay for spawning purposes.

Q. Have you taken any observation with regard to whitefish ?-A. No, I know
very little about them.

Q. What is the usual size of the salmon-trout you catch ?-A. Salmon-trout
average from one pound up to three pounds. 1

Q. Do you troll in spring months as well as in fall?-A. A little in June.
163
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Q. What is your opinion with regard to propriety of having a close season at
time of breeding?-A. I think there should be a close season, and I think there
should be no discrimination between trollers and net fishermen.

Q. How lopg have you been here ?-A. I have been here for over forty years.
A great deal of fishing is going on during the close season, and I tbink it should
be stopped. I accidentally came across a man who bas been in the habit of taking
a load of fish down to Markdale every year and selling them, and he would have
this year, only he had not time.

Q. Did he buy them or seli them ?-A. He bought them.
Q. Did he buy these fish from the fisbermon ?-A. Yes, and take thein to the

interior and seli them.
Q. This is ail during the legal close season ?-A. Yes, and I am sure this is also

done by trollers.
Q. What class of individuals do you cali the trollers ?-A. The farmers living

in the neighbourhood.
Q. Could this, with any amount of reasonable guardianship, be put a stop to?

-A. Yes, I think it could.
Q. What bas been the state of the fishing during your experience ?-A. About

six years ago we had the best year's fishing I have ever seen, and I don't know a
great deal of difference from my own experience. But fron the fishermen they seem
to have decreased.

Q. To what would you attribute the cause of this decline ?-A. Fishing during
the close season, and having appliances better for capturing fish.

Q. Have you taken any notice whether another cause would be from throwing
of polluted matter into the water?-A. Not in my own observation.

Q. Have you formed any idea of the artificial culture of fish ?-A. I think it
would be more successful than the natural way, and I think it should be encouraged.

Q. Do you think it would be a means of benofit to the fishermen ?-A. I think
so. I would like to say that I think the 1st of November would be a suitable time
for the close season to commence, for if made on the 15th of October we would have
no fishing here at ail. I think also that there are more fish caught in June than at
any other time.

Q. Can.you give any particulars about the whitefish ?-A. No, I cannot.
Q. In some places some of the fishermen think that by fishing on one side of

the lake, the other side will be affected. Do you think so with regard to Georgian
Bay ?-A. Well, no, I don't think so.

Q. How long have you fished here ?-A. About eighteen years.
Q. When the fish begin to fall off here, do the fishermen then go farther north.

Where do the fish go to?-A. My experience bas been confined to this bay, so I
cannot say anything about that.

Q. Do you think that the fishermen carrying on a fishing business with capital
invested in it would be more likely to break the law than those who take it up tem-
porarily ?-A. I think that the great bulk of fishermen I have seen are inclined to
break the law.

Q. The spawning time of this bay is about the end of October, you say ?-
A. Yes.

ROBERT McKNIGHT called and sworn

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. Your residence ?-A. Owen Sound.
Q. Your occupation ?-A. Registrar of the county of Grey.
Q. Your nationality ?-A. Irish.
Q. Have you been a resident here long ?-A. For over 20 years.
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Q. Were you at one time engaged in fishing ?-A, Yes, but to no great extent.
I have bought and handled some of the fish. That would be abóut 20 years ago.

Q. What kind of fishing was this ?-A. Salmon-trout and whitefish.
Q. In the waters of the Bay of Owen Sound ?-A. Yes, off Cape Rich.
Q. What is the extent of your Bay here?-A. About 10 miles.
Q. What description of net did you use ?-A. Gill-nets, similar to what are

used at the present time.
Q. Then they were then home-made nets; they are now factory nets ?-A. I

believe so. The present nets are certainly of factory make.
Q. Have you any recollection of the size of the mesh ?-A. No, I don't know

the size of the mesh used then. F1om casual observation I fancy they are about
the same now as then.

Q. Have you ever taken notice when the fish are in their best condition for
market and domestic use ?-A. In my estimation they are as good in October as in
any other season of the year.

Q. Where did you market your fish in those days ?-A. Mainly in Canada.
Sometimes in Buffalo, but never sold any in the States outside of Baffalo. I was
not very largely engaged in the business.

Q. Is there any change in value ?-A. Yes, they bring a botter 'price now.
Q. What do you suppose is the cause ?-A. Weil, I don't know. I suppose the

population is greater and the fish are scarcer, whitefish especially, but I don't think
salmon-trout are inuch scarcer, if any.

Q. Don't you think the anglers are more expert.-A. Well, I think so.
Q. Could you give a pretty fair idea of when fish are ready for spawning?-A.

My observation goes to show that up to the lst of November, about perhaps 6 or
7 per cent have spawned; and the balance are about ready for spawning. After-
wards probably through November.

Q. What do you thiik about the whitefish spawning ?-A. I don't understand any-
thing about the time whitefish spawn, but there are next to no whitefish now, when
20 years ago they were plentiful. I have kncwn 1,600 not an extraordinary catch.
Boats use to come in loaded with them, and at present there are practically none at
ail.

Q. Can you assign any cause for that falling off ?-A. No, I cannot, except
overfishing.

Q. Have you any knowledge of the herring ?-A, Not to any great extent.
Occasionaliy 1 caught some, but herring fishing is not an industry here at all.

Q. Have you in your observations found that there is any month in the autumn
that is more destructive than others to nets, &c. ?-A. I know that the latter end of
October is frequently quite destructive, and I presume it would be nothing better
in the following month.

Q. Have you noticed any destruction of the smaller young fish ?-A. Not to
any extent.

Q. Do you know anything of the Americans poaching on our waters ?-A. Not
to any extent.

Q. It is reported that the American fishermen fish in our wateri ?-A. Oh, yes,
that is a common report, but I don't know its value.

Q- I think you already mentioned that it is judicious to have proper close sea-
sons ?-A. Oh, yes, and i think proper time is spawning time.

Q. About the increase or decrease of fish, what do you think about it?-A. My
conviction is that along this shore of the Georgian Bay salmon-trout have decreased
very little, if any at ail, but whitefish have become almost extinct. I an speaking
of along this shore only.

Q. When is the usual time for fishermen to put their nets out?-A. Along the
coast here about the lst of May, sometimes earlier, and kept out until the close sea-
son as a rule, not on the same grounds of course.

Q. Are you prepared to give any opinion on the usefulness of fish hatcheries?
-A. I think if they consist in jeplenishing the wants they would be a decided
advantage.
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Q. Do you think it would be advantageous to have hatcheries erected ?-A. I
certainly do, and the prevailing opinion, as farasl know, isthat they should be greatly
extended and multiplied.

Q. Do you think it would be advantageous for the fishermen to have one built
here?-A. I think so, but I don't know much about the real value of increasing the
fish.

Q. What do you think is the principal food of the salmon-trout?-A. Princi-
pally herring, but I think they will eat almost any living thing.

Q. Have you formed any opinion with regard to the difference between the
pound-net and the gill-net ?-A. 1 don't know anything about them.

Q. Do you know that large numbers of the fish caught are unfit for food ?-A.
A small proportion are. I know that I would not buy one that is not fresh, for I
think they are unwholeéome for food.

Q. These fish are nevertheless sold, are they not ?-A. I don't think that drowned
fish are sold to any extent. They are salted, as a rule, and are not used as fresh.
Salting will not restore them to proper condition.

JOHN McKENZIE called and sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. Your residence ?-A. Owen Sound.
Q. Your occupation ?-A. I am a lighthouse keeper.
Q. Your nationality ?-A. Canadian.
Q. You are not engaged in fishing then?-A. No, sir. I occasionally fish for

herring for home use. I was a fish-dealer about thirty years ago and kept at it for
about fifteen years.

Q. WhaP kind of fish did you deal in ?- A. Principally trout, and occasionally
some whitefish,

Q. Any other kind ?-A. A few herring.
Q. Where were you r grounds ?-A. For trout aiound Cape Croker in 1868, and

at Horse Island and Fritz William.
Q. What sort of nets did you use?-A. The Indians principally fished by trolling.
Q. How did you catchlfish ?-A. I was trading, and I bought them fron the Indians.
Q. What kind did they catch ?-A. Salmon-trout.
Q. What time of the year did they catch these ?-A. The Indiaus started to

catch about the 4th of September and fibhed until the 15th of October, at which
time the fish bad done spawning.

Q. You bought these fish fresh ?-A. They were all salted fish, as freezers were
not known then, not in Canadian w aters.

Q. This work was done by trolling ?-A. Principally. There were some nets,
of 5-inch mesh, with thread No. 40 to 60.

Q. In what season would the fish be in their best condition ?-A. They would
be best from the 15th to the 29th of September, and after that some of them would
be a little flabby. Fish caught with troll are much botter than those caught with
net.

Q.'Where was your niarket?-A. Detroit was the best market. Some went to
Toronto and elsewhere.

Q. What did you get for fish in those days ?-A. The fish sold for $4 a pack-
age. Worth from $3 to $4 a package of one-half barrel of 100 pounds.

Q. What is the true time for salmon-trout to spawn ?-A. Salmon-trout spawn
earlier at Horse Island, and along Manitoulin Island, generally about the 15th Sep-
tomber to the 15th October.

Q. What abo:ut whitefish ?-A. I don't know anything about whitefish. A thou-
sand fish for one are caught at the north end of Georgian Bay and around Manitou-
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lin Island, and the present close season is therefor no use for the north end of the
bay, as the fish spawn so much earlier.

Q. What do you mean by spawning?-A. Coming in on the shore and laying
their eggs; they are done spawning by the 15th of October.

Q. Is it the temperature of the water that makes the fish spawn earlier ?-A.
A. Yes, I do think so.

Q. Is the water warmer down here than up there ?-A. Yes, as a rule it is.
Q. Have you seen many young fish caught and thrown away?-A. Never.
Q. Have you had any experience with regard to Americans in our waters?-

A. They don't come over here.
Q. Do you think it necessary to have a close season ?-A. I don't think the

close season is of aiy possible use. They continue fishing, and the close season as
at present kept becomes ruinous, because it is not actually carried out, for many
persons put ont their nets without any interruption; but I think hatcheries will
save the tishing, if there are enough of them.

Q. Are the fish as numerous as they were 20 years ago ?-A. No, fish have
become scarce to what they were. The cause of this is overfishing in summer;
but hatcheries will cure everything and save the fishing.

No. 9.-MEAFORD.

MEAFORD, Nov. 30, 1892.

Mr. Wilmot, as chairman, in his opening address stated what the nature of the
meeting was in the following termas:-

" Gentlemen, in opening this meeting I beg to introduce Mr. Harris here, as my
colleague; Mr. Marks, of Port Arthur, has also been appointed, but has been unable
as yet to attend. Mr. Harris is engaged largely in the fisheries himself, and hence
he bas been appointed to practically assist us in this work. Mr. Huggard, of Barrie,
will act as secretary and stenographer."

Mr. Harris then addressed a few remarks to the meeting, stating that he had
fished in Lake Erie when the fish were plentiful, and now they were almost reduced
to a herring fishery only in that lake. He also stated that any gentlemen who could
give information on the subject of the fisheries would be gladly received, and that any
evidence so given would be fbr the benefit of the fishermen in that part of the country.
He stated that·Mr. Wilmot would inform the meeting of the position he occupied in
this country with regard to his engagement with the Fishery Department. He was
of the opinion that the fisheries of the country should be protected and sustained.
He stated that he had been called by.the Government to join in this Commission
and assist in getting information, and called upon any gentleman who was desirous
of giving his views in the capacity of a fisherman; when Mr. James Pilgrim volun-
teered to give a statement.

JAMES PILGRIM was sworn, and gave evidence as follows:-

By Mr. Wilnot:

Q. Where is your residence, Mr. Pilgrim ?-A. Meaford.
Q. Your occupation ?-A. A fisherman.
Q. How long ?-A. About twenty years.
Q. Your nationality ?-A. Canadian.
Q. What kind of fishery are you engaged in ?-A. Whitefish and salmon-trout.
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Q. Do you catch any other kind of fish of importance ?-A. No, none of
importance.

Q. What particular waters do you fish in ?-A. That is owing to the season of
the year.

Q. Do you fish gencrally in the Georgian Bay ?-A. Yes.
Q. Where in the Georgian Bay, and at what seasons?-A. In the spring and

summer on the north shore, and in the autumu at Meaford.
Q. What description of net do you fish with ?-A. Gill-nets altogether.
Q. Any pound-nets or seines or hoop-nets ?-A. No, sir.
Q. What is the size of the mesh you use in your nets?-A. In summer, nets

41-iuch mesh.
Q. And what in the autumn ?-A. Five and a quarter; that is, in the fall, in

September and October.
Q. What kind of fish do you get in the summer with a 4½-inch mesh ?-A.

Whitefish, the majority of them.
Q. What might be the average size of the whitefish that you get with 4ý-inch

mesh ?-A. The average size is two pounds.
Q. Do you catch any salmon-trout in this nesh?-A. A few. It is according

to what waters we set in; if we set in 30 or 40 fathoms the majority will be trout,
as a rule, but it we set in shallow water from 12 to 20 we get whitefish.

Q. What may be the average of the 20 and 30 fathomns trout ?-A. About two
and a-half pounds.

Q. And in all your calculations, are they dressed fish ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What proportion do you consider is lost in dressing?-A. Oh, about half a

pound, perhaps, to a fish, according to the size of the fish; there would be about
a fifth of the fish lost in cleaning.

Q. When a whitefish is dresse], you say they weigh two pounds?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. 'What sized whitefish will pass through your 4½-inch net readily and escape?

-A. One and a-half pounds will go through, as a rule.
Q. What will pass through the larger mesh ?-A. Three pounds and under will

pass through a 5-inch mesh.
Q. And fish of this size yon speak of would be marketable?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Small and large ?-A. Yes, sir; down to three-quarters of a pound or less.

The dealers will take anything.
Q. Do you think it advisable, in the interests of the fisheries, that these smaller

fish should be caught ?-A. No, sir, I do not.
Q. Have you any reason for stating that ?-A. Because they are not mature.
Q. That is, unable to reproduce their kind ?-A. Exactly so.
Q. Have you made any observations, Mr. Pilgrim, as to when fish are in their

best condition, that is, in their primest condition foi food or market ?-A. It is
according to what kind of trout.

Q. What kind of trout have you ?-A. We have two kinds of trout, anyway.
Q. It is said one is a summer tront and the other is a fall trout?-A. Yes, we

call them summer trout, because they are different to the fall trout.
Q. Is the summer trout the " potgut "?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. And are they smaller than the others?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What is the average size of these "potguts" ?-A. I could hardly say;

sometimes we get one seven or eight pounds, but the average size is three pounds.
The large grey trout will run sometimes to seven or eight pounds.

Q. What about this other kind of trout ?-A. The other kind go about four
pounds--they are black and a different shape and are quite a large trout; we call
them shoal trout.

Q. When are they caught ?-A. In September, October and November.
Q. Is that the season they come in to shore ?-A. Yes, sir; about November

they are the most numerous.
Q. What is the average size of those trout ?-A. About four pounds, sir.
Q. Are there any larger than that ?-A. Yes, they sometimes will run up to 40

pounds.
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Q. What is the average of the larger ones ?-A. They average from 8 to 10
pounds.

Q. These latter ones only come in during the fall months on the shore ?-A.
Yes, sir.

Q. What do they come to the shore for ?-A. I presume to spawn.
Q. When are the summer trout or potguts in their best condition ?-A. I think

in the spring of the year, May or June-l would imagine that they are in better
condition in May and June.

Q. When are the black trout or fali trout in their best condition ?-A. I should
say the black trout are in their best condition in September.

Q. Where are your markets principally for your fish ?-A. In the United States.
Q. Wholly or partially ?-A. Wholly.
Q. Do you ship these yourself ?-A. I do from here, myself, to the United States.
Q. Do you sell any for home consumption ?-A. An odd one-the home consump-

tion is small.
Q. Where do you ship them to?-A. To Buffalo.
Q. Do you ship them to the Buffalo Fish Company ?-A. I ship to S. H. Davis

and Co.
Q. Do you pay any duty on the fish sent over there ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Could you give me the value of the salmon-trout, as a rule, that you get ?-

A. We have had 4 cents per pound for salmon-trout, fully 4 cents, and for
whitefish the samo.

Q. What proportion of your catch as between salmon-trout and whitefish is the
greatest ?-A. The whitefish, four-fifths of my quantity or catch for shipment on the
north shore is whitefish.

Q. Do you catch any whitefish on the south shore ?-A. I do, sir; yes.
Q. Are they small in number ?-A. Oh, quite a number. There is not more

than one-fifth taken on the south shore of what is taken on the north shore in the
summer time.

Q. Where is the south portion of the shore ?-A. From Colpoy's Bay to Col-
lingwood or to Cove Island.

Q. IIow far is Cove Island from here ?-A. Oh, I couldn't say exactly.
Q. Where do you get the most of your salmon-trout ?-A. About Meaford-we

get the " pot-guts " principally off Meaford here, and between here and the north
shore in the middle of the bay in the summer time.

Q. Are the black trout taken off Meaford shore ?-A. Yes, sir; along there.
Q. What is your experience about the spawning of fish-I think you said

salmon-trout come here in September and October and November-when is their
ripest time-when do their eggs fall most freely from them ?-A. I think about the
10th of November.

Q. Do you mean by that, that they spawn some before and some after that
time ?-A. Yes, sir; I have seen them spawning in October-different fish at differ-
ent times.

Q. Now. with regard to whitefish, when do they spawn ?-A. There are two or
three different classes of whitefish.

Q. When is their spawning season?-A. I think from the 20th of November up
to the lst December-thereabouts, I think.

Q. May there be some before and some after ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. When do you notice whitefish first beginning to go on their spawning

grounds; how early ?-A. On the north shore, about the 25th of October.
Q. On the south shore, when ?-A. About the 20th November.
Q. Do you know anything about the herring spawning ?-A. No, sir; I am not

acquainted with the herring.
Q. Nor bass ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Nor pickerel?-A. Not much.
Q. Are you not prepared to say when they spawn ?-A. No, sir.
Q. In your experience as a fisherman, what is the most perilous time of the

year for you to carry on your work in regard to your nets ?-A. It is according to
the kind of work you do; the shore fishing is most dangerous in November.

169



Ontario Fishery Commission.

Q. When is the fishing most dangerous in deep water ?-A. It is about the same
throughout the season.

Q. Do you think there is much difference as to destruction of the nets in the
summer months ?-A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know anything about any quantities of small, immature fish being
caught an:i disposed of?-A. No, sir.

Q. Are there not some immature fish caught by accident with a gang of nets,
for instance weighing 1i and 2 pounds caught ?-A. Not many.

Q. There is a clause in the Act that says that all nets must be taken up on
Saturday night and put down again on Monday morning; what do you think about
that ?-A. It could not be donc here.

Q. Do you think that it is impiacticable?-A. I am sure it is.
Q. Have you any knowledge of the Americans fishing or poaching in our

Canadian waters with tugs by gill-net fishing, or pound-net fishing?-A. I have no
knowledge of it. sir; I don't know of that being done on the Georgian Bay.

Q. What is your idea as to whether there should be a judiciously chosen close
season in the waters of Canada or not ?-A. I think the close season if properly kept
would be beneficial.

Q. Do you mean if the officers would see it properly carried out ?-A. Yes, sir;
I mean if all persons were kept under the same. rules ; I mean the Americans as
well as ourselves. There is no use preserving fish for the Americans.

Q. When are the gill-nets generally set down ?-A. In the spring of the year.
Q. When do you commence fishing ?-A. As soon as the ice is out; sometimes

the 10th March, sometimes lst May. I think it is generally about lst May.
Q. When do you usually take them up ?-A. The last day of October.
Q. Is there any winter fishing carried on here ?-A. Not to any extent, there is

little fishing done after December.
Q. Do you know of any bass fishing being carried on' in the bay at all ?-A.

No, sir.
Q. Do you know of any spearing or shooting of fish practised ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Have you formed any opinion with regard to artificial culture of fish; do

you believe it would be beneficial ?-A. I can't say; I don't know, you could tell
me more about that.

Q. What is your impression of the matter?-A. I can't say decidedly, but I
think artificial culture or artificial production would be good and should be
encouraged.

Q. Which of all the fish that frequent the bay do you consider the most
valuable in the interests of the fishermen ? Whitefish or salmon-trout?-A. The
Canadians would sooner have the trout, and the Americans the whitefish, as a rule.

Q. Now, of those two, which is the most profitable for the fisherman ?-A. The
whitefish is the most profitable.

Q. Taking it all through the season ?-A. Yes, sir, all through.
Q. Which of these two kinds of fish have fallen off most in the Georgian Bay?

On the south shore which have fallen off the most ?-A. I should say whitefish;
they have left here; we can't catch them the same as we usud to.

Q. On the north shore, how is it there ?-A. I can't say much about that-I
never caught any fish on the north shore in the fall.

Q. Can you give any reason for the falling off of the whitefish ?-A. I think
they have gone to some other spawning grounds-I don't think it is because they
are caught-they don't come here, they have gone elsewhere to spawn; they may be
caught in the summer, for alI I know.

Q. Do you think this falling off is caused by overfish.ing ?-A. No, sir, I don't
think so.

Q. Nor from killing them in spawning time?-A. No, I don't think so.
Q. Do you mean to say they have nearly all disappeared?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you any knowledge of the quantities of wbitefish that were caught,

say, ten or fifteen years ago along the south shore ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What was the average catch in years gone by in 1 he bay ?-A. Sometimes

500 and sometimes 1,000 and 1,500 were taken at once.
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Q. What amount of nets would that require ?-A. One gang of nets.
Q. What might be taken now ?-A. I have never tried any in late years.
Q. What time of the year used these large hauls be made ?-A. They were

taken fr'om the 20th of November to the 10th of December.
Q. Can you not give an opinion of what may be taken of late years ?-A. Oh,

there may be about one-third taken now-there might be lots of them out there this
year.

Q. Would this apply to @almon-trout also as compared with former years?-A.
I don't see any difference in the trout.

Q. How would it compare with former years?-A. Oh, 300 or 400 fish is an
ordinary catch-sometimes more or sometimes less.

Q. What might it be in the last two or three years ?-A. I think about the same-
they are as thick as ever they were since I have been fishing, the black trout are as
plentiful as ever.

Q. Now, have you any suggestions to make of yourown, Mr. Pilgrim ?-A. No,
sir.

Q. Do these questions cover the general information that you can give us on
the subject?-A. I think they would cover al[ that would interest the fishermen, in
my opinion.

Q. With regard to pound-nets, have you any knowledge of pound-nets?-A.
No, sir, I have no knowledge of them. I would know a pound-net if I saw it and
that is about all.

Q. Have you been in the habit of noticing shipments of fish as they pass through
here to the United States ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you ever noticed the size of them particularly, the size of the fish that
would be in the course of transit?-A. They would be about the size of what I have
told you.

Q. Have you ever seen any immature fish in the course of transit ?-A. No,
sir. There are very few go.

Q. The reason I ask you that question is this-because reports come from lead-
ing men of the country that ail the small fish shipped to the United States are sup-
posed to be caught about the Manitoulin and Duck Islands-you say you have
never seen them ?-A. No, sir.

Q. What is the greatest lergth of nets you have out at one time ?-A. About
12,000 yards, I guess.

Q. Would it be less injurious if you ail fished with uniform meshes ?-A. I think
so, yes.

Q. If a uniform mesh were ordered for Lake Huron and the Georgian Bay-
what should that be ?-A. It should be about 4jinch, a very fair mesh.

Q. Should that be for both whitefish and salmon-trout ?-A. Yes, sir.
q. What season of the year have you the greatest length of nets in the water ?-

A. Just about the middle of the summer.
Q. When do you take them up ? I mean take them up ail together for the

season ?-A. About the 30th October.
Q. What do you take them up during the summer for ?-A. Only to attend to

them, that is ail.
Q. Do you think it would be better for the fishermen if everybody were to take

them out during the close season ?-A. There is no doubt ail would fare better;
some do fishing late, and some don't-some obey the law, and some don't-it is ail
cne-sided the way it is now.

Q. Do you think it should be made universal?-A. I think so, tho law is not
carried out; I know there is a close season, but it is not observed.

Q. Do you fish with a sail boat or with a tug ?-A. A tug.
Q. Could you fish with a greater length of net-fish more fathoms of gill-nets

than you have ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Why don't you ?-A. Too poor to get the nets.
Q. Do you fish up to the full complement of your license now ?-A. Yes.
Q. I suppose the real reason you don't fish more nets is because if you applied

for more you would not get them ?-A. Yes, sir; the licenses say 12,000 yards.
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Q. Do you lose much length of twine during the fishing season ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Where fishermen are fishing with tugs do they lose as much twine as mon

fishing with sail boats ?-A. I don't think it would make much difference; a man
losing his nets is his own fault.

Q. I suppose you can lift your linos easier with a tug than a sail boat ?-A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Is a tug a better boat to fish with ?-A. I think so.
Q. If you were able to get them, how much more net could you fish with ?-

A. J could, if allowed, fish with 24,000 yards.
Q. With regard to the size of your fish, do you notice any decrease in the size

of fish caught now as compared with what were caught 12 or 15 years ago-will
trout and whitefish average the saine ?-A. There is no diminution that I can
observe.

Q. What about the summer trout ?-A. There is no falling off of trout or white-
fish, so far as I know.

Q. Do you think the moon has ary influence on the times of the fish spawn-
ing ?-A. I don't know, I don't think it has.

GILBERT PETER McINTOSH was then sworn, and replied as follows:-

By Mfr. Wilmot:

Q. Your residence, Mr. MeIntosh ?-A. Meaford.
Q. What is your occupation?-A. A fish dealer.
Q. Iow long have you been engaged in the work ?-A. About 30 years.
Q. What is your nationality ?-A. A Canadiati.
Q. What kind of a fishery have you been carrying on ?-A. Whitefish and

trout principally.
Q. Do you catch any other fish at all besides them ?-A. Not extensively.
Q. Where have you been carrying on your work ?-A. On the north shore of

the Bay latterly.
Q. Where formerly ?-A. At Meaford and Tobermory.
Q. What kind of nets do you fish with ?-A. Gill-nets.
Q. Always gill-nets ?-A. Well, I don't soe them myself, but where I have been

dealing they are gill-net fishermen.
Q. No trap-net fishermen ?-A. Trap-nets ain't allowed in the Bay.
Q. Can yQu say anything about the size of the mesh used ?-A. Yes, sir; I be-

lieve they are 4½ for trout, whitefish, and for summer fish.
Q. What for fall fish ?-A. Five and 5j, principally 51, sometimes 51.
Q. Have you any remarks to make on this question-do you think 4.-inch mesh

is a correct mesh ?-A. No, I don't.
Q. For the summer fishing?-A. No, I don't.
Q. What would be a correct mesh ?-A. Five inches.
Q. Five inches should be adopted ?--A. Yes, 5 inches should be adopted.
Q. Why should a 5-inch he adopted ?-A. My only reason is that I believe that

the small net, the 4½-inch, has bcèn the means of reducing the quantity and quality
of fish.

Q. What do you mean by that-reducing the standard of the size of the fish?
-A. No; but Q1ere is too many small, immature fish caught.

Q. What about 5 and 54-mesh, do you think that too small for the autumn fish ?
-A. I think that is about right, 51 or 5½ would be right.

Q. Should they all use a 5 or a 5i-inch mesh ?-A. The autumn mesh should
be 54., in my opinion, all over.

Q. Is that bocause the fall fish are larger ?-A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Would that apply to both salmon-trout and whitefish ?-A. No, not in
all localities-there is a locality on the north shore that a 5-inch mesh would be
necessary to use.

Q. Very well-would you adhere then to the 5-inch mesh for the whitefish and
salmon-trout ?-A. Nothing less than 5-inch for any fish, either whitefish or trout,
should be used.

Q. With the present 4½-inch mesh for summer fish, how small or what sized
fish would pass through freely ?-A. It would be quite a small fish, perhaps 14 or 1½
pounds.

Q. Would you consider such fish immature and unable to breed ?-A. Yes, air,
1 would.

Q. Have you formed any estimate as to when fish are in their best condition
for market-as to when sal mon-trout are in their primest condition for food ?-A.
The male of any kind of fish is good at any time.

Q. When are the females, then, in their best condition ?-A. I think in the spring
of the year, in June and July.

Q. Can you give me any reason why they are better in June and July, is it be-
cause they are most remote from the spawning season ?-A. The chances are that
that would be correct-I think it is a very correct idea.

Q. Now, Mr. McIntosh, why is a male fish good at all times?-A. Because the
male does not carry anything and is not pregnant at any season of the year.

Q. If that is your reason and no other it is erroneous. I will give my views to
you later on.-A. Yes air.

Q. Where do you market your fish generally ?-A. At Buffalo.
Q. Do you ship them direct yourself?-A. Yes, I ship them direct.
Q. Do you sel any in the Canadian market at all ?-A. Very few.
Q. Will your average of the price conpare with the last witness ?-A. About

the same.
Q. I would like you to tell us when are the eggs most free to fall from the

salmon-trout?-A. The salmon-trout are in their prime for spawning aboutthelOth
November, that is, the black troluit or shore trout.

Q. Will some spawn befbre and some after that ?-A. Yes, oh yes.
Q. What about the summer trout, the " potguts," when do they spawn, or do

they spawn ut all ?-A. I have no perfect knowledge of that-I think they spawn
later on than the black trout.

Q. When do the whitefish spawn ?-A. Sovember, I think.
Q. When are they ripest to lay their eggs at that time ?-A. At the latter end

of November whitefish are ripeat to spawn, that is in localities that I know.
Q. Do some spawn later and some earlier ?-A. Yes, but principally in the lat-

ter part of November.
Q. Have you any knowledge of the herring spawning time ?-A. No, I do not

know.
Q. Do you know anything about the bass, I mean the spawning time ?-A. I

don't know.
Q. Have you taken notice what time is the most destructive for the fishermen

to fish their nets ?-A. It depends upon the season; there is no doubt but the fali of
the year is the most destructive time.

Q. What month ?-A. October and November.
Q. Which do you think is the worst month from general opinion ?-A. I should

think November.
Q. Have you any knowledge as a dealer about this complaint ofimmature small

fish being caught and sold? Have you seen many of these small fish on the market,
or sent to the markets ?-A. I have seen them.

Q. Do you mean in transit to the market?-A. Yes, I have had them myself.
Q. Have you seen smal fish in packages for shipment?-A. Yes, I have seen

them.
Q. Have you any idea where they came from?-A. Yes, from different parts,

different localities. I think there is more small trout on the south shore than on
the north shore.
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Q. Do you think there are more small fish caught on the south shore than on
the north ?-A. i should judge that is so.

Q. In what quantities have you seen them shipped, what size might the small
fish be ?-A. Well, from ¾ to 1 pounds-quite small fish.

Q. Are these fish as valuable as the others ?-A. Well, in some places they are;
nowadays they may be, but formerly we could not dispose of them at ail, but we can
do so now.

Q. Well, have you seen these small fish in large quantities ?-A. No, nothing
extra large.

Q. What do you call a package ?-Well, they ship them in small cars, that is
small cars put on railway cars.

Q. What would there be in each small car ?-A. Well, there would be from ten
to fifteen hundred pounds in each car, but there may be very few small fish in them,
perhaps not any.

Q. Where do you ship to?-A. To different points, Buffalo, Detroit, Hamilton
and other places.

Q. Do you think it injurious to the fisheries to catch these small fish?-A. Yes,
I do.

Q. Why do you think so ?-A. Because they are immature young fish and have
not got their growth and are uriable to breed.

Q. Do you know any points outside the Georgian Bay from which these small
whitetish are brought here or to Collingwood ?-A. No, I don't know.

Q. Have you no knowledge of the fish on the Manitoulin or Duck Islands ?-
No, sir, I have not.

Q. What about the Sunday close season ?-A. Well, if that is enforced here you
might as well take them up the other parts of the year.

Q. You think, then, it is impracticable ?-A. I say it is impracticable.
Q. Have you any knowledge of the Americans poaching in our waters ?-A. I

have heard they do a little.
Q. But you don't know personally ?-A. I don't. I have heard that fish are

taken in the Canadian waters by the Americane.
Q. What is your view with regard to the protective laws for the preservation

of fish in their breeding time, or do you believe that a properly selected close season
is beneficial?-A. I don't think it is generally necessary-it is necessary for fall
trout, but that is all.

Q. What for the other fish, should there be a close season for their protection ?
-A. I think there are other remedies better than a close season.

Q. What are the remedies ?-A. Too small a mesh is used with gill-nets-you
should compel the use of a larger mesh.

Q. Is there any other remedy ?-A. I think that is the principal cause of the
decrease of fish, it is the small meshes in the gill-nets.

Q. Would that not apply to the pound-nets too ?-A. Certainly it would.
Q. Do you think that the trout have diminished in size froin former years to

the present time ?-A. I think summer fish have.
Q. To whab estent do you think ?-A. To a pretty large extent to what they

were 25 or 30 years ago.
Q. What about autumn trout ?-A. I can't discern any difference, they remain

as before.
Q. What about whitefish ?-A. I think they have diminished too, I think the

whitetish are smaller than they were. I think in some localities the whitefish have
diminished in size very much.

Q. Can you give any reason for that ?-A, I think it is ail on account of the
nets with small meshes.

Q. How large or heavy should a trout be to enable it to reproduce its kind,
before it is fit to spawn ?-A. I have seen salmon-trout at 3j spawning, principally
3j or 4 pounds-of course that is a dressed fish.

Q. But at what size will salmon-trout usually be able to spawn ?-A. Well, that
is rather a difficult question to me.
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Q. What would you cali immature ?-A. Weil, salmon-trout are immature at
2j pounds, they should not be caught that size.

Q. What about whitefish, when are they immature do you think ?-A. I would
call a whitefish at 1¾ pounds a pretty small fish.

Q. What is your idea with regard to artificial culture of fish ?-A. I think it
good if properly carried out, I think it would be beneficial.

Q. You think it would be beneficial to extend the work ?-A. Yes, J think so.
Q. What about a hatchery here, do you think it would be of service here ?-A.

I think it is the very place for a hatchery, there would be plenty of spawn got
here.

Q. Whether do you consider the salmon-trout or whitefish the most plentiful in
this bay, and which are the most profitable?-A. Well, the whitefish are the most
profitable and the salmon-trout are the inost plentiful.

Q. Do the whitefish pay the fishermen the best ?-A. Well, I think you would
get more whitefish on the north shore, and on the south shore you would get more
salmon-trout than whitefish.

Q. Which is the most valuable of the two ?-I think the whitefish is the most
valuable of the two.

Q. Which has fallen off most, trout or whitefish, in comparison with former
years ?-A. I cannot say; it is impossible for me to say.

Q. Can you give any statement with regard to the quantities that were caught
by fishermen in former years along the south shpre here at ordinary catches ?-Oh,
I have seen one boat take two thousand whitefish-taken from one gang of nets.

Q. You say you have seen two thousand whitefish taken in former years ?--A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Where was that ?-A. Right here in front of Meaford.
Q. Would that be considered an excessive catch ?-A. No, it would be an

ordinary catch.
Q. How is it at the present time ?-A. Well, the last eight or nine years the fish

seem to have disappeared-there are but few left-a very fow got in the last eight
or nine years-the fall fishermen can't get but very few.

Q. What is the cause of this falling off, do you think ?-A. I can't give any
reason for its falling off from one year to another.

Q. What about the salmon-trout that you caught at the same time ?-A. The
trout are about the same now as formerly; the black trout are as plentiful now as
in former years.

Q. Is that the general impression of the people here ?-A. I think the general
impression is that the flsh are falling away; I believe the fall fish are as plentiful
as ever, but not the summer trout.

Q. Is there a marked falling off of the summer trout ?-A. I think they are
falling off very rapidly.

Q. And is it still your opinion that it is the meshes that has caused it ?-A. Yes,
I think it is by reason of the small meshes.

Q. Have you any suggestions you would like to make yourself with regard to
anything that would conduce to the interests of the fisheries ?-A. Nothing par.
ticular more than I would like to see larger meshes used, and hatcheries introduced,
according to my opinion, that would be more beneficial, and the close season
abolished.

By Mr. Harris:

Q. What are the fall months when applied to fishing ?-A. October, November
and December.

Q. Is there any considerable net fishing doue in this bay without license ?-A.
Not that I am aware of.

Q. At any time ?-A. No, not that I am aware of-I think they all pay their
licenses.

Q. Do you think there are not any illegal nets in the water ?-A. I have never
interfered with these nets, and I don't know.
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Q. What is the size of mesh in the pound-nets in these waters ?-A. I don't
know about the size, but think they should be regulated the same as the gill-neté
are.

Q. Are any fish taken direct to the United States without calling at the Cana-
dian ports ?-A. No, not that I know of.

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. There is no wish to implicate anybody or yourself, but aren't you aware

there is a great deal of fishing carried on during the close season ?-A. I might
tell you that there is-1 never done any myself-I don't know it myself, but I
think there is some done.

Q. Generally by whom ?-A. By the farmers and people along the shore-
there may be some done by farmers.

Q. Do you think it right for some people to be allowed to fish and others not to
in the close season-is it right for one to be allowed to break the law while others
are not ?-A. I should say it is the same as any other legal offence.

Q. If there is a close season at all it should be entorced alike; is that your
idea ?-A. Yes, certainly.

Q. And all put on the same footing?-Yes, all treated alike.

Mr. MoINTOSH, re-called:-

Q. What is your idea with regard to the propriety of having every boat num-
bered and the owner's name put on it?-A. That is the very thing that we are
fighting for; every boat should be numbered and the buoys numbered, and. then all
licenses issued should mention that, the boat should have the owner's name and
number, and upon their buoysýalso-there are two buoys on each gang of nets-and
that the number should be put upon the issue of the license. I thiak that that would
be a benefit to the fishermen themselves.

Q. What is your opinion with regard to the allowing pound-nets or trap-nets;
do you think they should be allowed, in the interests of the fisheries, if properly
regulated ?-A. I think so.

Q. What is your reason for this ?-A. Well, bèeause pound-nets or trap-nets do
not interfere with the feeding grounds of the trout or whitefish.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. I suppose pound-nets would be taken up the 1st November and not laid

down after that ?-A. No, I don't think so, because the weather is getting very
rough thon.

ADAM 11. STEPHEN was sworn, and stated as follows:-

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. Where do you reside, Mr. Stephen ?-A. Meaford.
Q. What is your occupation ?-A. A druggist.
Q. And your nationality ?-A. A Canadian.
Q. Are you practically engaged in the fishery yourself?-A. No, sir.
Q. How long have you resided here ?-A. Well, I have been in this neighbour-

hood ali my life.
Q. Are you acquainted with the fishery interests and fisheries ?-A. Yes, sir, to

a certain extent I have been out among them. I have been up the lakes four or
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five times a year. I followed it when young for eight or nine years; latterly by ob-
servation, but formerly practically for a living.

Q. What do you wish to suggest, sir-that is, with reference to mesh of nets ?-
A. I would be unable to answer that. I would like to answer some of these ques-
tions with regard to the close season and the cause of the depletion of the fish. I
would be able to answer some of them, I think.

Q. Very well, then. When are the fish ripest to spawn-that is, the salmon-
trout ?-A. Well, on this shore, up at Vale's Point, they commence a few days
earlier than bere-about the lst November there, but here they commence about
the 5th of November.

Q. When are the salmon-trout ripest to spawn ?-A. From the 28th October to
the 15th November; that is, shore tront.

Q. What about the summer trout ?-A. Well, summer trout spawn, as far as I
can understand them, they have spawn in August.

Q. The summer trout have spawn in them in August?-A. Yes.
Q. When do they lay their eggs ?-A. I can't say when they lay their eggs.
Q. Have you any knowledge of the whitefish, Mr. Stephen?-A. We used to

catch great numbers of whitefish off the shore here when I was tishing in what is
called the " mud hole," about eight miles off Meaford.

Q. At what time of the year ?-A. Well, after the black trout season was over;
that would be from the 20th of November through December.

Q. What were they in this mud hole for?-A. I don't know. I don't think they
either made a spawning ground or a feeding ground of it.

Q. Were they there numerously?-A. Yes, eight years ago.
Q. What do you mean by numerously ?-A. i have taken ashore 1,500 whitefish

out of one net.
Q. Was this pretty general ?-A. Yes, at that time of the year and during the

month of December.
Q. Do you mean by other fishermen too ?-A. Certainly. Until December-

during November and December; from the 25th November and through December.
Q. Well, what were these fish doing there ?-A. I don't know; they were full

of spawn.
Q. When they left there, do you know where they went to ?-A. No, they al[

went out at once.
Q. What year was that; do you recollect ?-A. What I mean to say is, they

would leave this fall and next year they would not be worth fishing for-not worth
the loss Io nets and lines. They seemed to have left that place altogether since
then, and for a number of years they have not fished it; but they have begun again,
and I don't know the result until they lift these nets.

Q. Can you assign any reason for their leaving that place ?-A. No, I cannot
assign any special reason for their leaving.

Q. Were the salmon-trout as plentiful at that time, and could you give us any
idea of any number caught in boats at that time ?-A. I have seen 600 trout taken
off Vale's Point at one lift with 2,000 yards.

Q. But Mr. Pilgrim brought more than that in this year ?-A. With the same
amount of net-I don't know the quantity of net Mr. Pilgrim had.

Q. What do you say about the mesh of the net as used for catching salmon-
trout-is it a correct mesh ?-A. I could not say anything about the size of mesh;
there was nothing said about it when I used to fish.

Q. Do you know anything about herring at all ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Have you any idea when these fish may be termed immature fish ?-A. No,

I don't know anything about that.
Q. What is your idea about having proper laws for the protection of fish ?-A.

I consider it so difficuit to enforce that law that it would be better to use' the money
in supplying hatcheries that we have now spent in trying to enforce the law, and
exact a larger license from the fishermen. The money that is spent in a cruiser
and that sort of thing should be spent in supplying hatcheries. I am of the opinion
that the fish in the Georgian Bay and Lake Huron migrate-that the fish that are
caught at Goderich, the same fish can be caught at any harbour in Michigan.
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Q. Why should not the same class be caught on both sides ?-A. Why then, if
we have the close season in Canada and not in the United States, there will be no
fair-play in that. If the two Governments would make arrangements to supply
hatcheries, I think it would be better than a close season.

Q. What is your opinion with regard to the falling off ? Which have fallen off
the most; what can you say about that ?-A. I agree with Mr. McIntosh that there
should be a uniform mesh.

Q. What should that mesh be?-A. I think it should be not less than 5 inches
and a uniform mesh.

Q. What about fall trout ?-A. I don't wish to say anything about them.
Q. Do you wish to say anything about whitefish ?-A. No, sir.
Q. What can you say about the logs and bark in the wators that is complained

of?-A. I had a long talk with Noble, a fish dealer, and I have talked with others
on the shores of the Bustard Island, and it seems that after every storm the nets are
clogged with bark from the logs passing through the Georgian Bay, and it gives the
fishermen a great deal of trouble and their nets are spoiled by the bark which comes
off the logs and which is ripped off the logs and sinks to the bottom, and the current
sweeps it along and it catches in the nets; it gets entangled in the meshes of the
nets and spoils them until it is picked out. When in the net it is soft, and when
brought ashore it gets hardened and I believe it seriously affects the fishing.

Q. How can this be remedied ?-A. This can be remedied by making the con-
tractors peel the bark off the logs before the logs are -towed across the bay; it is
done in Lake Winnipeg, and we ought to bave it done here.

Q. Has this been going on for several years ?-Yes, and is on the increase now
that the duty is off the logs.

JOHN NELSON was sworn, and gave the following evidence:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Where, is your residence, Mr. Nelson ?-A. In Meaford.
Q. Your occupation ?-A. A fisherman.
Q. Of how long standing ?-A. Fourteen years.
Q. What id your nationality ?-A. A Canadian.
Q. What kind of a fishery have you been engaged in ?-A. Whitefish and salmon-

trout.
Q. Is it with gill-nets in the Georgian Bay ?-A. Yes, sir; and in Lake Huron

part of the time, three or four years ago.
Q. The last four years ?-A. No, sir.
Q. What would you like to touch upon in your evidence more particularly ?-

A. The size of the meshes.
Q. What should the size of the mesh be, in your opinion ?-A. Four and a half

for salmon-trout and whitefish in the summer season.
Q. When would you use the other sized mesh?-A. In the fall, in August, Sep-

tember and October.
Q. What size would you use then ?-A. From 5j to 6 inches.
Q. Have you any remarks to make upon these meshes: I think you said you

had something to say about them ?-A. Mr. McIntosh neans to may that the 5-inch
mesh would be of no earthly use on the north shore of the Georgian Bay in the
summer season, as it is whitefish we catch.

Q.. Do you say that salmon-trout don't amount to anything on the north shore
in the summer time?-A. No, sir.

Q. Do ynu think a larger mesh for fall fishing should be adopted ?-A. Yes;
any place I have been fishing lately.

Q. Where have you beèn this year ?-A. In Lake Huron on the east shore and
the north shore of th'e Georgian Bay, and I used a 5j and 6-inch mesh for both
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salmon-trout and whiteflish in that season of the year, and I think that size should
be adopted.

Q. That is during August, September and October ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now just tell me why you used a 5j and a 6-inch mesh ?-A. Simply

because the whitefish and salmon-trout caught on the north shore of the Georgian
Bay are the largest at that season of the year, and they are not caught at any other
tine there.

Q. Why do you go fishing there in September and October for these fish-
what do you think brings these fish there at that time ?-A. I suppose it is their
spawning grounds. I should judge it was for spawning purposes. You don't catch
them at any other season of the year, anyway.

q. About how far from the shore do you fish ?-A. About one mile and a half
from the shore when they first come in.

Q. Where do you catch them after that ?-A. Later on close along the shore,
and about the first of the close season they are right on the shore; about the lst
October they are up on the shores on their spawning grounds.

Q. How long do they last?-A. The first run of them lasts about eight days,
and then they disappear and leave the shore again.

Q. What quantities have you taken of these during October there ?-A. In
October I have taken, I guess, as large a quantity on that shore as on this one; I
have caught as many as 500 fish; we used small boats and a short gang of nets.

Q. Is this general with other fisherman too?-A. Yes, sir; J have seen as high
as forty boats of us within a àistance of three miles.

Q. Are these fish ail ready to spawn then, when they come on shore ?-A. Yes.
Q. Does the eggs flow from the fish freely sonetimes when you are takingthem

in ?-The first class of fish we get on the outside about a mile off the shore or a mile
and a half. they are not ripe to lay until they move in.

Q. What state are these in that are caught near the shore, is the spawn going
freely from ther ?-A. Yes. just before the close of the season up to the end of
October.

Q. Is this the case with all the other fishermen as well as yourself; would it
occur in a like manner with all the other parties at the same time ?-A. Certainly,
the boats come from all parts of the country there.

Q. Where do the boats principally come from ?-A. Ail parts of the country
down off the Manitoulin Island, and from all parts of the Georgian Bay, and Mani-
toulin half-breeds and Indians.

Q. Then do these people all congregate there to catch them ?-A. The fisher-
men 1 have heard follow the fish down to this place. I have never been further up
than the Bustard Islands, and I believe they follow them down from the north shore
and the Manitoulin.

Q. And do they catch them as above stated, is that correct ?-A. Yes.
Q. Have you any idea of what quantity of fish are caught by those forty boats

in October ?-A. No, sir. If the weather was good there would be a large quantity
-if the weather was fine there would be a great haul.

Q. How if the weather was rough?-A. If the weather was rough there would
not be as many caught.

Q. What number did you catch ?-A. I could not say.
Q. With your boat how many would you catch, in rough figures?-A. Upwards

of four or five tons.
Q. And would the other fishermen average that too ?-A. Some of therm would,

and some more, anid some less-the Frenchmen don't generally have as big hauls as
we do.

Q. Do you know whether the Indians and half-breeds are fishing during the
close season ?-A. I could not say.

Q. Would they average about four tons ?-A. Take thern ail through-yes, I
should say about four tons, but not this season-I don't think they would-I don't
suppose they would average five hundred pounds on that shore.

Q. What is the reason of that ?-A. Bad weather.
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Q. But usually in fine weather what has been the case ?-A. I could not say only
as to when I was there.

Q. Do you know anything about herring ?-A. Not on that shore, I do on Lake
Huron.

Q. Do you catch salmon-trout at all upon the north shore ?-A. No, sir, not to
amount to anything-we catch an odd one-we get that any place.

Q. Do you know anything about where the salmon-trout come to spawn in this
neighbourhood ?-A. Yes, I have caught a few off Vale's Point and a few off
Lion's lead, and off Meaford here.

Q. Any at Thornbury ?-A. No. sir.
Q. At what season principally ?-A. In September; I never fish much in

October; I just fish a sail boat.
Q. What do these salmon-trout go there for in that season of the year ?-A.

To spawn I suppose, as far as I know.
Q. Are they caught all summer?-A. No, sir, not as I know of. I cannot say

whether these fish are caught there in the summer months or not; I never fish
there; I have caught them in Lake Huron with a 6-inch mesh, but that would be no
use for summer fishing, that is for fall fishing.

Q. Where do you principally fish for these in the fall in Lake Huron ?-A. I set
at a place called Little Pine Tree, this season.

Q. How far from Southampton?-A. About forty miles north of Southampton.
Q. Were there many others fishing there at the same time as you were ?-A.

There were about eight boats I saw in that place, and a tug.
Q. What num ber of trout would you have caught this year in Septem ber ?-A.

I caught thirty-three hundred pounds.
Q. Would the other boats do about the same thing ?-A. Yes, the other boats

would average about the same thing. -There would not be one caught alive here
should the 5-ineh mesh be introduced for summer fishing; the fishermen with sail
boats and tugs could not make a living with it in the Georgian Bay, or the north
shore-we could not live with that mesh.

Q. What mesh is the correct one, then ?-A. Four and a half is the correct mesh
for salmon-trout and whitefish in the summer season. The whitefish are just as large
to-day as the first day I went on it.

Q. How many years ago is that ?-A. Seven years ago.
Q. Well, would the quantity be as large now as seven years ago ?-A. Not this

summer, but the quantity last year was larger.
Q. In 1891 did you get more than other years?-A. Yes, I did, the catch was

larger, and we attribute the reduced number of this year's catch to the bark from the
logs of these rafts, they both spoiled our nets and destroyed the feeding grounds of
the fish.

Q. Well, do tows of logs pass over the nets where you fish in September and
October ?-A. Yes, but nothing like in the summer season.

Q. It is during the summer season the bark from the logs that are towed, and
these rafts pass over your nets ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is your fishing principally in September and October ?-A. That is the large
run ot whitefish, but these are not the summer tish; these large rafts pass over our
nets only in summer.

Q. Hlow far from the shore ?-A. In the middle of the lake; they tow them
clean across the bay.

Q. What size might one of these rafts cover ?-A. One of them would cover
about four acres of ground.

Q. Have you any knowledge of the number that pass along there ?-A. I could
not say, but I believe there is an average of about two a week pass in that season of
the year with a tow.

Q. Whtit effect do these logs have upon the fish ?-A. The bark off these logs
spoils the feeding grounds of the fish.

Q. Does it aflect your nets at alh ?-A. It does-it just about ruins our nets.,-
Q. lA it in June and July and August these rafts pass along ?-A. Yes.
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Q. Do any of them pass along in September and October, or is the season over
for them then ?-A. The season is pretty well over for them in September and
October.

Q. Is it the bark alone, or is there anythirng else goes off these logs besides the
bark ?-A. It is the inside soft bark that does the damage to the nets.

Q. What dept4 of water would you be fishing in when these logs pass along ?-
A. From 14 to 18 fathoms.

Q. What sort of a bottom is it there ?-A. Well, muddygenerally and white clay
and black muck-that is ail we know about, it comes up on the sounder. There is
some black muck comes up on the lead.

Q. Do you ever catch any weeds in the nets ?-A. Yes, we do get some in the
nets occasionally.

Q. What description of weed would that be ?-A. It would be small branches
like.

Q. Do you mean smali weeds that would collect or grow along the botton ?-
A. I think it is weeds that grow straight up and are very slender.

Q. Have you ever seen it in mili-ponds?-A. It has a small long leaf about
four inches long on each of these little branches.

Q. Have you ever seen any insects of any kind on these snall branches ?-A.
No, sir.

Q. Did you ever notice any little inseéts abiut the size of a flea ?-A. No, sir,
not that I ever noticed, but they might he there.

Q. What kind of a worm have you ever got from the bottom in your nets ?-A.
From half an inch to a quarter of an inch long.

Q. Are they ont these pieces of weeds ?-A. No, sir; we get them as they come
up in the nets-where we catch nothing else they come up on the nets.

Q. Do vou think the fish eat them ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Do you ever find any of these worms when cleaning the fish ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know what the whitefish feed on-what they eat there ?-A. I

think they eat some kind of a grub--tliere is one thing I have noticed, when we
catch lots of whitefish we don't get many of these worms. I don't know what the
whitefish live on-it may be grubs or worms. Some men say that whitefish feed on
grubs, but I could not say. [ have hoard old men say that these are the feeding
grounds of the whitefish.

Q. Did you ever take notice what is in the body of a whitefish at ail ?-A. I
never saw any smail fish in the stomach of a whitefish when opened.

Q. Do you believe they live on other fish-young whitefish ?-A. No, sir, I
don't think so, not on whitefish.

Q. Do you believe they live on worms and insects, then ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q, Now, sir, have you anything else to state about this matter ?-A. No, only

that I think the majority of the fishe'rmen would rather have hatcheries, and open
seasons.

Q. lI the first place, do you not think it wise and judicious to preserve your
fisheries, and that there should be a clote season ?-A. I do to a certain extent.

Q. Don't you think the close season would be beneficial, in order to allow the
fish to spawn, if properly chosen ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. What do you say about the hatchery business?-A. I think it would be a
good idea to have a hatchery established in the Georgian Bay.

Q. Now, is there anything elso that we could touch upon-do you know any-
thing about the Americans coming to fish in our Canadian waters-have you known
any in Lake Huron ?-A. No, sir, only just by hearsay.

Q. Do you know anything about black bass or pickerel?-A. I don't know
anything about them-1 know nothing about their spawning season. I left Lake
Hu ron to come to the Georgian Bay, and I have left the Georgian Bay to go to Lake
Huron. I have been fourteen years a tishermau, and have only fished the last four
years on the Georgian Bay. 1 have fished in both places, and this year I went to
Lake Huron for the fall fishing.

Q. Why could not the whitefish be caught in a 5-inch mesh along the north
shore ?-A. They are too small a fish; they never average more than 2j pounds.
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Q. What would the average of the whitefish be?-A. About 2Î pounds before
being drested. The whitefish that are eaught in the fall will average fi om 4 to
6 poundt-sometimes we sell by the piece and sometimes by the pound.

Q. These caught in the summer will weigh wht?-A. From 2 to 2½ pounds.
Q. You >iiy tbere are two distinct fish ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, have you any reason to call themn twodistinct fish except their size ?-

A. Well, the ieason I give lor that is because one is larger than the other.
Q. The fall fish aie the large fist, you say ?-A. Yes.
Q. And what else ?-A. The only difference I can see is the fall fish, when we

get them, they are rougher on the outside and have blue noses.
Q. What distinguishing mark is there with these in the summer season from

those caught in the middle of the lake ?-A. Oh, they are just as large a kind as the
summer fish.

Q. Have you ever noticed whether a male bas a higher hump on his shoulder
than a female or not ?-A. We call them bow-backs. There is only a portion of
them that are rougher fish-of course some are a great deal rougher than others.

Q. Can you recollect whether the rougher fish are a more bow-backed kind
than the others ?-A. I can say I never caught any in the summer season-they are
not caught on the grounds where wo catch the smaller fish.

Q. Where do you suppose these big tish go to when they are done spawning-
do you think they migrate to the United States ?-A. No, I think they go up into
the bays on the north shore.

Q. Is there any fishinggoing on in thesebays?-A. No, sir; not that I know of.
Q. After the spawning season is over there is no fishing done ?-A. No, sir;

not to my knowledge. The Indians and half-breeds might have been fishing all
summer, for all that I know.

Q. Well, sir, we have got some useful information from you. And I will now
call the Commission to oi der, but before proceeding, I think it my duty to call
your attention to certain things in relation to the habits of fish. AIl fisi have
feeding grounds and spawning grounds which are separate from each other. We
will take, for instance, the fish in the Georgian Bay: the law of nature bas so
ordaineditthat they have two grounds-one forspawring, and theother for feeding,
and at certain seasons of the year they must leave their feeding grounds and go to
their breeding grounds. The most of these fish are spread over large areas of
water, feeding until their productive organs become somewhat mature, when they
leave their feeding grounds and go to reproduce their species. For instance, they
may have breeding grounds in different parts of the Georgian Bay, and on reefs out
in the lake which may be adapted by nature for fish to lay their eggs with safety.
They will go there in large bodies and closely congregate together, because unless
they do so the eggs cannot receive the fluid which is emitted from the male fish,
hence it is a necessity that they should be close together. It must be plain and
patent to every one of you that if the fish leave their feeding grounds for the
express purpose to reach their spawning grounds, they should be lot alone on these
breeding grounds and protected against molestation. This must appear to all of
you here present and to every intelligent per>on as the best of reasons why the fish
should be protected at the bree7ding beasons. I mention this because some of you
may not be aware of Ibis fact, and hence it is almost all over the world with all
civilized countries, with few exceptions, that laws for protecting fish by close seasons
when breeding are enacted. In Eui ope and in many of the States they adhere to this
plani because they feel that if the parent fish is killed with ten or twenty thousand
eggs in its body niot only is the mother fish destroyed, but there are also so many
thousand young tish lost. Now, I think that is a good reason why the fish
should be protected during that peculiar breeding time. To illustrate this, take the
farmer: if he killed bis sheep at the time of lambing, he would neither have lamb
or sheep to keep up his stock, and the same thing applies to fish. Keep on con-
tinually doing that kind of work, killing the fish with the eggs intheir bodies, and
you will exterminate the fish in time. The fish have fallen off wonderfully in the
Georgian Bay, and this is mainly the cause of it. I merely mention this, in passing, to
show to you that there is some sound reasoning for having a close season, and the intel-
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ligence of the world believes it to be correct, and I think every one of you fishermen
should see it in that light, because if we take the fish that would lay twenty thou-
sand eggs, we not only kill the fish, but destroy the eggs also; and there is just so
much of a loss to the fisheries of the country. I simply tell you this in order to
show you the reason why it is desirable that a proper close season should be estab-
lished, and a close season observed; but while this is so, we should not go so far as
to interfere with the fishermen too much. The fishermen bave out of the twelve
months eleven to exercise their calling. Ail that the Department wishes is that the
one month should be observed as a close season. But of course we ail know that
the selfishness of the fish-dealers and fishermen would induce them to fish all the
year round, regardless of what may be the good of the future, and again, if you
look at it in an intelligent way, you must agree with me. I have been almost ail
my life interested in this fishery business. more as a labour of love than anything
else, and I think the intelligence of the country will go with me in saying we want
proper close seasons. I think it but right to explain about the short notice given
you of these meetings We don't know when we will get through at one place,
and therefore we may not be able to give timely notice of our arrival at another,
but usually as soon as we get through at the one place, we telegraph to the authorities
and fishery officers at another, with a view to their being able to give as much
notice as possible in their localities of the meetings. We have nothing to bide,
nothing to keep from the public in any way whatever: our object is to receive and
give the public in every way whatever ail the information possible on the fishery
question. I might mention that there is a somewhat disputed question now exist-
ing between the Local and Dominion Governments regarding the fisheries. The
Local Government of the province of Ontario have passed a very extended Act for
the protection of game and fish, and both Governments are now legislating on
fishery matters. I may state that in parts of the United States no law exists for
protecting their fish. I may also state that the Federal Gevernment of the Unifed
States have already applied to the English Government to have laws passed with a
view to the proper preservation of the fish in all international waters. The United
States authorities have come to the conclusion that their fisheries are going down
very fast ; they have, therefore, applied to the British Government to have this
investigation ; and some of the individual States are now passing more stringent
laws than Canada regarding protection of fish, and whilst we have only a penalty
of $20 for violation they have a penalty of $200 for similar offences, so I hope
people won't go away with the idea that the department at Ottawa is alone in
endeavouring to preserve the fish wealth of the country.

Mr. McINTOSH recalled, said:-

Lin the first place I have a little statement, without asking any questions at ail.
In the matter of close seasons, we would like to be placed on an equality with every-
body else. We find that the Indians have a preference over us. Mr. Tupper in-
formed me personally that the Indians could fish ail they had a mind to, and I find
out that they use a great amount of fish. I have Mr. Tupper's authority for it.

Mr. WILMOT stated that the law with regard to the close season places the
Indian and the white man in the same position. The Indians may have separate
waters to fish in in close season, but that is for their family use only, but they are
not permitted to fish outside of their own reserves.

Mr. MCINTosH.-I find that the Indians use a great amount of fish, from twenty
to twenty-five packages in a season. We would like to be put on an equality with
the Indians. We find that the Indians have the saie chance in the franchise as we
have got, and they can catch fish for their own use, and for some reason or other
they use a great many. One winter I was credibly informed they put away twenty
or thirty packages. I don't say that the Indians sell them, but for some reason or
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other they provide a large quantity for each one. When I wats down at Ottawa
about a year ago, one of the delegates asked a question, if the Indians had the privi-
lege of catching fish for their own use, and Mr. Tupper said they had; he did not
make any qualification. We have a grievance here. The Indians are under the
impression they can catch fish anywhere they like for their own use.

Mr. WILMOT.-The Indians cannot fish in their own waters for their own use
without a permit from the Governient. The Indians who have left their tribe have
no more right to fish in the close season, outside their own reserves, than you have.

MI. MCINTosH.-That is ail right, according to your argument. Even in their
own reserves 1 think it is wrong, and I quote to you the laws of Manitoba that ap-
plies to Manitoba and the North-west Territories.

Mr. WILMT.-With regard to the close season and the Indians, you have asked
a question and I have attempted to answer it, and I have given you my views and
tried to endorse that reason by. reading to you the clause in the Fishery Act which
applies Io Manitoba. and the North-west Teriitories. Now, Mr. McIntosh, both to-
day'and before you have taken an interested part as president or chairman of the
Fishery Association, also when you went to Ottawa with regard to certain inatters
to get redress; therefore, we have thought fit to call upon you to give us further
information.

Q. Now with regard to the falling off in quantity and size of fish-in your lead-
ing capacity, what is your idea with regard to the falling off of the quantity of fish,
particularly on the southern shore-what length of time have they been falling off,
say within the period of' 15 years, or 5 or 10 years, at your pleasure, because it
bears strongly upon the subject with which we are dealing ?-A. On the south shore
in the last 20 years they have fallen off 50 per cent, in my opinion--that is, the
summer fish.

Q. What with regard to the autumn fish ?-A. It is my opinion that they have
not-fallen off at ail, that is, for October and November fish-that is, the species that
come into the shore to spawn.

Q. You say that the south shore fish during the last twenty years have fallen
off so that at the present time they are only one-half of what they were then, that
is, the summer fish ; and that the October and November fish, that is, the black fish
which come in to spawn on the shore, show no perceptible falling off?-A. I think
the catch is as good now as it was then.

Q Now, if the summer fish which averages two pounds, I think you said, have
fallen of 50 per cent, how is it that the others have retained their usual standard ?-A.
i believe there are two families of fish; that is the only way I eau account for it;
that is my belief.

Q. Ilow is your estimation made that the summer fish have fallen off one-half?
-A. I suppose it is because there are too many of them caught.

Q. Is there anything else that would cause it ?-A. The small mesh I think is the
only cause, and the main cause- I think that is the cause of it beyond ail doubt.

Q. What is your view for the retaining of the other fish, that is, the sustaining of
the autumn fish ?-A. Because we don't catch them in any other season of the year,
only in October and November, unless a very small peicentage of them which is
there caught in the summer time.

Q. And is that not the time they come into spawn ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. That ought to be a good reason for their falling off, is that not the best

reason in the world ?--A. Well, if you allow me to ask you a question about the way
they keep up their quantity ; there is one thing certain, that the summer fish are
falling away. There are other causes. Take this year; in the month of November,
this year, there were only five days we could fish-this was on account of the rough
weather.

Q. How about the other eleven months ?-A. Well, the other eleven months
thore is better weather, and usually good.

Q. Now, this is with regard to the falling off of the quantity-now, what about
the falling off in size of the fish-now, what is the cause of the size of the fish
falling off ?-A. From the same cause-it is from using the small imesh.

Q. With the summer fish, from what size have they fallen off to the present
time?-A. Weil, they have fallen off largely.
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Q. Can you give any reason for that ?-A. The same reason, the same cause-
the-small meshes taking the littie fish and leaving the big ones.

Q. What about these other trout, have they been reduced at all in size ?-A.
No, sir , they have not.

Q. Well, then, otherwise speaking, the fall trout-the spawning trout, the black
trout, or rock trout as they call them, are as plentiful as evor in size and quantity as
they ever were ?-A. Yes, that is my opinion.

Q. Have you any idea of the quantity of fish caught and shipped atany of these
ports ?-A. Nothing definite ; I know they are shippod in large quantities.

Q. Have you any idea of what are shipped from Wiarton ?-A. There are largo
quantities-I suppo-e 900 or 1,000 tons.

. What might be shipped from Meaford?-A. Well, there would not b so
many shipped fromt Meaford-perhaps in a whole season there would not be more
than 60 or 70 tons.

Q. Now, what nâight be shipped from Collingwood?-A. From Collingwood
about half as much as from Wiarton- perhaps 300 or 400 tons.

Q. Do you know any of this as a mai ter offact ?-A. It is only supposition-
I don't know for a fact. It is not my business to look after all the lakes-it is not
my province to look after the amount of fish that is shipped. I can say this much,
that I rather think that I am under the mark in these figures. I don't wish to keep
anything back; I am willing to give you any information I can, on account of being
chairman of the Fishermen's Association.

Q. Do these figures apply to both wvhitefi4i and salmon-trout ?-A. Yes, salmon-
trout and whitefish principally; there might be a few pickerel and pike.

Q. With regard to all these shipments where there are hundreds of tons, who
would be the principal buyers?-A. The Buffalo Fish Company and S. H. Davis &
Co., of Buffalo and Detroit.

Q. Are these the principal towns that fish have been shipped to from this place
-would there be other quantities consumed in Canada, without going to the
United States ?-A. Yes, there would be quite a portion overand above these ship-
ments-there would also be a quantity consumed in the country parts.

Q. Can you form an estimate of what would be consumed in this country ?-A.
There would be at least one hundred tons.

Q. Well, in this quantity what would the gieater proportion be, salmon-trout
or whitefish ?-A. The larger portion would he whitefish.

Q. What per cent do you suppose ?-A. Well, at least two-thirds of thom would
be whitefish, and the balance salmon-trout and a few pickerel.

Q. Of these salmon-trout what would be the proportion of summer trout ?-A.
I should judge there would be perhaps 80 per cent of them sunimmer trout, and the
remaining balance would be fall trout.

Q. Then it- appears to us very plainly that the fall trout must have fallen off
wonderfully to what the summer trout have-20 per cent of the full trout and 80 per
cent of the sumimer trout.

Q. Have you anything further that you would like to put in ?-A. No, not that
I know of just now.

By Mr. Barris:
Q. What are the principal shipping ports ?-A. Wiarton and Collingwood.
Q. Which is the largost of these two?-A. Wiarton.
Q. Where do you ship from here?-A. We ship from north to Collingwood.
Q. Have you any idea of the shippers on this bay ?-A. Wiarton and Colling-

wood are the main points; there are a flew from Meaford and a few from Owen
Sound.

Q. When you wero speaking of 900 tons, were you speaking of Wiarton ?-A.
Yes. 

ý

Q. That would be from this side ?-A. Yes.
Q. They ship also from Goderich ?-A. Yes.
Q. And some from Southampton?-A. Yes; but Wiarton is the main shipping

point in Canada, and Collingwood is next.
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Q. Do you know that the entire shipment of fish from this bay is 8,000,000
pounds, that is whitefish and salmon-trout, that is the entire catch ?-A. When the
meeting commenced this evening there were some remarks made about the close
season. Now, it is just as well to understand, I think, who the fisheries belong to,
and to my mind there is no doubt but the Department at Ottawa control them. I
am quite certain this Commission would not have been appointed had not con-
siderable weight been laid before the Department, because Lake Ontario is pretty
well depleted of fish, and Lake Erie is depleted of fish, and there is no doubt the
Department have to care for them in the Georgian Bay. A great many of you
people are intelligent and capable of understanding, and a great many of the people
of Ontario have become anxious recently about the tish question and the protection
of the fisheries of Canada. The Goverument have to consider the people of Canada
and the country; they must protect the industries of men who are employed in that
service. I think it is just as well for the fishermen to understand that it is to their
best interests, and there is a great deal of attention paid to this subject quite inde-
pendent of them, and it would be as well for them to understand that the time has
come that some proper rule should be made to prevent the extermination of the
fish; what those rules are nobody will know for some time to come. Probably it
will depend upon the evidence taken down by this Commission that is now sitting.
There is no doubt whatever about the falling off of the fish, that im à certainty, and
I think it well for the fishermen to look upon the question as quietly as they pos-
sibly can and to be prepared for iules to be made within some reasonable time.

JOHN McCRAE was sworn, and answered as follows:-

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. Where is your residence ?-A. Meaford.
Q. And your occupation ?--A. A fisherman.
Q. For what length of time?-A. I came on the bay in 1855.
Q. Have you been a fisherman since then ?-A. No, not that long.
Q. How long since 1855 have you not been fishing?-A. Probably five years

out of that time I have not been fishing.
Q. What countryman are you, sir ? - A. A Canadian born.
Q. What kind of fishery do you carry on ?-A. Gill-netting.
Q. Salmon-t'-out or whitefish ?-A. Both salmon-trout and whitefish.
Q. Any other description of fish at all ?-A. No.
Q. What waters have you been in the habit of fishing in ?-A. The Georgian

Bay, Lake Huron and Lake Superior, but principally in the Georgian Bay though.'
Q. What description of net have you been using?-A. Gill-nets altogether.
Q. Have you never used pound-nets or seines ?-A. No.
Q.- What size mesh do you usually use in your gill-nets ?-A. I don't think

that I have ever used anything less than 4g-inch mesh.
Q. This is for catching, what?-A. For catching trout principally on this

shore; we get no whitefish now to 8peak of.
Q. Is this the size of the mesh you use for the whole year ?-A. Well, a 5-inch

is better late in the fall, but 4j is what I generally use through the whole season.
Q. What size of a salmon-trout will readily pass through this 4f-inch mesh?-

A. Oh, just a small one; it wouldn't weigh more than 3 pounds. I wouldn't like to say
a fish 3 pounds would pass through; it may be that a fish 2¾ would pass through
this net.

Q. When speaking of the whitefish you speak of uincleaned fish ?-A. Yes, of
course, not cleaned.

Q. What sized whitefisb would pass through this mesh?-A. Probably 2½ or
2 pounds; I think a 2½-pound fish would gill in it all right.
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Q. A whitefish of 2 pounds and under will pass through this mesh readily?
-A. Yes, I think so.

Q. Will they be much injuî ed in passing through ?-A. No, it would pass
through without serious injury.

Q. Would a 2-pound salmon-trout and under be a mature or immature fish;
is it a fish capable of laying eggs and reproducing its own species ?-A. That is not
a proper question; I should think a fish 2 pounds weight is not big enough to
reproduce its own species; it is not a mature fish.

Q. What about a 2-pound wbitefish; what state would it be in?-A. In my
opinion it is not a mature fish either.

Q. And under these circumstances they would not be able to reproduce ?-A.
No.

Q. Do you think that a 4¾-inch mesh is a fair and reasonable mesh for catching
fish, in the interests of the fish and fishermen ?-A. It is a very good mesh in the
interests of the fishermen, but not of the fisher ies.

Q. Why not in the interests of the~fisberies ?-A. Because it catches the small
fish before they are large enough to breed; it catches immature fish.

Q. You say it is in the interests of' the fishermen to have these meshes; why is
this ?-A. Because on the north shore with a larger mesh than that they would not
be able to live. It would not pay thein; and I think on this shore it would not be
very profitable.

Q. Would you recommend then, from your experience here in the interests of
the fisheries, that the mesh be larger than 4¾ ?-A. Yes, I should recommend that
it be larger, in the interests of the fisheries and maintenance of the fisheries.

Q. Do you think that even a larger mesh than 4¾ mesh would be beneficial ?-.
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, Mr. McCrae, what haveyou to say about the fish at certain seasone of
the year; what isi your opinion as to the period that salmon-trout are in their best
condition ?-A. I should consider them better in the earlier part of the season.

Q. What do you mean by the earlier part of the season ?-A. Well, I would say
that in May they would be fully better than in any other month.

Q. Would you say May and June ?-A. Yes, the water is colder then.
Q. What in regard to whitefish ?-A. Well, the same rule will apply to both of

them.
Q. Can you give any opinion with regard to other kinds of fish ?-A. No.
Q. Whore do you generally market your fish ?-A. Toronto.
Q. Do you send them direct there fourself?-A. Yes.
Q. Do you always have a full demand for ail you can send there ?-A. Yes.
Q. If you caught double as many could you send them?-A. Yes, parts of the

season.
Q. Could you say the demand is greater than your supply ?-A. Yes, at certain

times of the year they would, and at times they would not.
Q. There is always some demand for them ?-A. Yes, I always get a demand

for mine, anyway.
Q. Do you send any to other markets, or to the United States ?-A. No.
Q. What is the average price you get for your fish ?-A. I get 4Î cents a

pound; I got that last summer for salmon-trout and whitefish both.
Q. Is that about the same price as your brother fishermen are getting from

the Buffalo Company ?-A. That is more; I pack mine at the station.
Q. Is that more than the Buffalo Fish Company are paying ?-A. The Buffalo

Fish Company are buying on the north shore, where the fish are more plentiful,
and they pay their own men for the packing.

Q. Would, it be about equal to tbe Buffalo Company's price?-A. Oh, I think
se, something about equal.

Q. Have you taken any notice with regard to when these two kinds of fish are
most ripe for spawning; that is, when the spawn flows most freely froin them ?-A.
Well, that depends upon the localities, the further north you go the earlier they
spawn.
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Q. Well, take the Georgian Bay, for instance?-A. Well, up about the Island
of Coves they begin to spawn about the 1st October.

Q. Where is the Island of Coves ?-A. It is right between the Georgian Bay
and Lake Huron.

Q. How far above Wiarton ?-A. It is probably about sixty miles above Wiar-
ton, just at a rough guess.

Q. Would that be north of Tobermory ?-A. Yes, sixty-six miles above Tober-
mory. I think as you move down this way they are later coming on.

Q. When do they come on to spawn here ?-A. They won't come on here until
about the Ist Novembor, but they will commence at Vale's Point about the 20th
October; of course some years they are earlier than others.

Q. Where is the next point they come ?-A. At Meaford.
Q. About when ?-A. About the 25th October, and then further down to Colling-

wood.
Q. )o you know anything about Mink's Island ?-A. No.
Q. Do you know anything about the Bustard Islands ?-A. No.
Q. Or the Christian lslands ?-A. No.
Q. Within your knowledge you find it more particularly the case at Cove's

Island, Wiarton, Vale's Point and Meaford where they commence to spawn about
the dates you mention ?-A. Yes.

Q. And how long do they remain ?-A. U ntil about the 1st November, and they
stay to spawn about three weeks or a fortnight. And I have never seen the spawn
flow so freely on the shore, as I have seen it after they have left the shore and went
out on to the herring camp as we call it, about the 1st November and up to about the
20th November.

Q. What experience can you give with regard to whitefish ? --A. My experience
with regard to them is that they are a thing of the past on the south shore.

Q. Are they yet somewhat numerous on the north shore ?-A. I can't say; I
don't fish there.

Q. Can you give us any information as to what they were formerly ?-A. Yes;
formerly these fish were plentiful ail along this south shore.

Q. When they were plentiful what would be the probable quantities that would
be taken by the fishermen from the 20th November up to Christmas ?-A. Well, we
would get them thick up to 2,200 fish in five or six bags of nets out of here with
one gang of nets and a single fishing boat.

Q. This gang of nets woult comprise how many fathoms in length?-A. Well,
say 3,000 yards.

Q. Do you say from this and other reasons, you think the whitefi h are a thing
of the past ?-A. Yes, on this shore.

Q. What has brought this about, what is the reason of their becoming a thing
of the past ?-A. I expect it is overfishing.

Q. Do you add anything to that besides overfishing-do you think it is fishing
at improper times, in the spawning time ?-A. It bas always been a thing to my
mind that we should get off in deep water, for I am told they spawn in shallow
waters.

Q, What do these whitefish go to this shore for ?-A. Weil, I cannot tell. unless
it was leaving their feeding grounds and congregating here-they used to do the
same thing in Collingwood.

Q. Do you mean the grounds in and around Meaford ?-A. I mean these fish
come to the grounds in',and around Moaford at the above named time.

Q. For what purpose?-A. I would not like to say they come there to spawn,
because we get them in a mud bottom and in deep water. I have seen the fish
spawning in water from 45 to 50 fathoms deep.

Q. About what time of the year would you get the two thousand fish with the
one gang of nets ?-A. Along about the Ist December. These fish come to these
grounds in front of Meaford at the above named time, but I cannot say they come
there to spawn.

Q. Where did the trout come from ?-A. I don't know.
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Q. What about the whitefish ; when do they spawn ?-A. I have never catched
them on the north shore in November and December. It don't run very freely trom
them although there is lots of spawn in them.

Q. When you caught these two thousand fish and threw them into the boat,
were there any eggs coming from their bodies ât the time ?-A. There were very
few.

Q. Do you know anything about the time of herring spawning ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Is there any month of the year you have suffered more loss to your nets

than another ?-A. October is our worst montb.
Q. Is that out in the bay or along the shore ?-A. It is along the shore.
Q. What isthe loss during November ?-A. Well, we are out in deeper water

and don't suffer so much as we do in October.
Q. Have you had any experience in either catching or knowing others to catch

these small immature fish ?--A. I have caught some of these small trout myself, but
not in any large numbers.

Q. Would this be general with the gill-nets ?-A. Yes, they would get fast by
the teeth. A very small fish will catch by its teeth sometimes and drown himself.

Q. What are these small fish that are caught by the teeth, are they marketable
then ?-A. Yes, if they ain't dead too long.

Q. Are these small fish not as marketable as larger ones ?-A. No, sir, they are
not.

Q. With your experience in fishing, are your nets sometimes kept out by stormy
weather so that you can't get at them for some time to lift them ?-A. Yes.

Q. low long may these storms last sometimes, and you are unable to get your
nets up ?-A. Sometimes we may have them out two weeks, sometimes more, and
sometimes less by reason of the storm.

Q. How do you find them when they are out two weeks; what state are they
in ?-A. They begin to get soft, especially in the fall of the year or summer time.

Q. And are they unsaleable ?-A. There are very few that will become un-
saleable in a week.

Q. What proportion of the fish that would remain out a week would become
soft and spoiled ?-A. I dont't think there would be more than one per cent of them
in a week.

Q. Do they ever get so that you have to salt them rather than sell them fresh ?
-A. Well, it is very few; in fact I have been fishing all summer and I didn't think it
necessary to salt a single fish ; they were frozen. When fish were more plentiful
the dealers were more particular, and we had to salt them or lose them, and we
frequently did salt them.

Q. At the present time are they all taken fresh ?-A. Yes, sir, they 'all go. They
are all shipped for sale.

Q. Have you any experience in pou nd-nets at al[ ?-A. No.
Q. What is your opinion with regard to a Sunday close time?-A. Well, that

is all bosh.
Q. Do you mean that it is impracticable?-A. Yes.
Q. Have you any knowledge of American tishermen poaching in our waters?

-A. I suppose they pay us a friendly visit occasionally, and I suppose our men do
the same thing.

Q. Who takes the most fish ?-A. The smartest man.
Q. Which is the smarter, Canadian or American ?-A. He is a Yankee.
Q. What is your view with regard to close seasons ? Is it correct that properly

selected times should be set aside for the preservation of the fish*?-A. It would be
correct for the Georgian Bay, but for Lake Huron, Lake Ontario and Lake Superior
it would not be.

Q. Why not correct for those lakes as well as the Georgian Bay ?-A. Because
they are American as well as Canadian. We may protect them here, but the
Americans catch them while we protect them.

Q. Do the American fish come to our side ?-A. Some of them do, and if we
protect our tish the Americans get the benefit of it.

189

A. 1893



Ontario Fishery Commission.

Q. Do you say that the fish from the American side come to our side ?-A.
Yes, they do, very often.

i i. Are the Armerican fish not so scarce, now, that few of them come to our side ?
-A. Yes, that is right.

Q. You say you don't know of any poaching or wrong-doing of that kind ?-A.
No, not particularly.

Q. When do you usually set out your gill-nets ?-A. As early in the spring as
the ice will let us.

Q. And how long do you keep them down, till what time ?-A. Till the lst of
November.

Q. Is there any winter fishing that you know of ?-A. No, you cannot do any-
thing here in the winter.

Q. What about artificial breeding; is it a good thing to try to breed fish
artificially ?-A. Yes.

Q. Do you advise extending it more largely than at present ?-A. I would,
certainly.

Q. Which are the most marketable and profitable fish for the fishermen in the
Georgian Bay, salmon-trout or whitefish?-A. Well, whitefish are the most profit-
able, if we could catch them.

Q. Is it on the south shore you mean ?-A. Yes, but on the north shore they
are plentiful yet, but not like what they used to be eight or ten years ago.

Q. Do you know anything about the quantities that used to be shipped ?-A.
Notbing more than I have heard by report.

Q. Do I understand you to say that the fish are rnuch less than what they have
been ?-A. Yes, in the waters of the Georgian Bay.

Q. Have they become lessened in size as well as quantity?-A. Well, I think
that they have on the north shore, but not so much on this shore.

Q. And do you say this reduction in the size you mentioned before has been
brought about by the small meshes of the nets ?-A. Yes, that is my opinion.

Q. Would you like to suggest anything yourself with regard to the net matter;
perhaps you might be desirous of giving some further information on this question,
or do you think these questions cover the important points with regard to the
fisheries of the Georgian Bay ?-A. I think they du.

Q. Do you think it wise to have legislation to overcome the difficulties which
you speak of, and that the department should pass remedial measures to do so ?-
A. I think probably it would; I think so on the Georgian Bay, but not on Lakes
Huron, Superior and Ontario. If the Americans fish let us do the same, or treat
with the Americans to stop, and let us do the same.

Q. Do you think it would be advisable that each boat licensed should have the
number and the name of the owner upon it ?-A. With regard to these boat licenses,
I don't consider it a fair thing; a poor man with only a smail little rig has got to
pay as much as a man that can get up a good rig. They charge a tug $25, and
there are several boats on the Bay that fish as much net as a tug.

Q. What will a tug run ?-A. From 40 to 60 bags of nets.
Q. Do the tugs fish the whole amount of their licenses?-A. Well, 1 guess the

tugs fish the full quantity allowed by the license.
Q. And the smali bouts do the same thing ?-A. Some of them do; some men

have not got it to fish with. My memory don't serve me right with regard to what
a tug is allowed to fish. Some of them get the complement, and some of them get
more. A tug pays $25 for 12,000 yards, and a smalt boat pays $6 for 12,000 yards.
There is a good deal more expense attached to a tug on account of its costing more
to keep a tug going.

Q. Should the buoys on the nets be numbered so as to know whose they are ?
-A. Well, frequently we mark our own.

Q. If there was a departmental mark would it not be the safest ?-A. I don't
think so.

Q. Have you anything to say yourself, or suggestions to make ?-A. No, sir.
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By Mr. Harris:
Q. About 90 per cent of our fish are caught for shipment to the States, and if

the Canadian market requires the rish no doubt any amount of money could be
obtained to establish hatcheries; now, in view of these difficulties do you see any
better remedy than a proper close season and artificial culture?-A. Yes, if you
abolish the steam cruiser and apply the money towards hatcheriee.

Q. It seems to me that the cruiser is doing pretty good work. You say abolish
the cruiser and apply the money for building hatcheries ?-A. If they require a
close season it can be done for one-half, and will be more effectual. To have one
man at Thornbury, one at Meaford and one at Owen Sound will do more good, and
be more effectual in observing a close season than half a dozen cruisers.

Q. If the guardianghip of the cruisers are thrown aside, how would you protect
the close season ?-A. You can guard them better by having a man on the alert at
each place-at each fishing station.

Q. What to do?-A. To see that there are no nets set or lifted at that time.
Q. How far out in the bay are these nets set and lifted at times, take it gene-

rally ?-A. They don't meddle anything until November, in the close season.
Q. At present you are not permitted to set a pound-net, and if another man

comes along and illegally sets a pound-net, and the cruiser comes along and flnds it
out and takes it up, is not that advantageous to your interest ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. In November how far out in the bay do you go, in the close season ?-A. It
is impossible for a man to watch two nets in the summer time; we go from one to
three miles. I guess, from the shore.

Q. And if there were no cruiser, these men at these points you have mentioned
could do as they please ?-A. I say that protection could be given by having a man
to care for the fisheries and see that no nets were lifted or set in November, in the
close season, instead of using a cruiser. That would be my idea. If we had
hatcheries enough established we might do away with the close season. I believe
in the interests of the Georgian Bay fisheries it would be better to enlarge the
meshes, and do away with the cruisers, and establish hatcheries and do away with
close seasons. Perhaps for a few years it might possibly be better to keep a close
season until the supply increased, especially in the month of November.

Q. Do you think the black trout fishing now is as good as it was twenty years
ago around Vale's Point ?-A. No. I don't think it is as good now as formerly.

Q. Do you think pound-nets would do more injury to the fisheries than gill-net8,
if the meshes were the same ?-A. I don't know anything about a pound-net, but for
the summer season I should think they would not be so injurious to the fisheries as
the gill-net, if the regulations were the sane as with the gill-nets.

Q. What would be the proper size for the mesh, in your estimation ?-A. Well,
it would be owing to what tish you are fishing for. The pound-net twine would be
as large again as the gill-net twine. It is really more than as large again, and with
a pound-net a good sized fish would go through a 41-inch mesh.

Q. Then you think if the pound-net mesh were reduced to 4½-inch, it would be
better ?-A. In regard to these pound-nets, if they would take a large quantity of
suckers'and mullets, which in the fali destroy a large quantity of trout spawn, they
would do good if set along the shore, but of course a 4½-inch mesh would hardly
catch the suckers or mullets, and therefore a smaller mesh would be required to
catch these. This lake is not like down below; we have nothing in this lake that
would destroy the spawn of the salmon-trout and whitefish, except the sucker and
mullet. I saw lots of lamprey eelshere, and you can hardly get a trout or a white-
fish that is not marked with lamprey eels.

Q. Are there no rough fish on this side of the Georgian Bay, except what you
describe ?-A. Nothing except suckers, mullets, and some walleyed yellow pike.
There are no pike on the south shore, but there is on the north shore.
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Mr. JAMES STEWART was sworn, and gave the following evidence

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Is your residence here ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. For how long, Mr. Stewart ?-A. Near on 35 years; it is 34 past.
Q. And your business and occupation is what?-A. I am in the insurance

business at the present time. I have carried on business fora numberof years here.
Q. Would you like that some of these questions be put to you?-A. I know

very little about them; I used to troll a littie here in the fall of the year for two or
three months, I suppose for the last 15 years, more for pleasure than for anything
else.

Q. Have you found in yo!r trolling any decrease in the catch or number of
your fish lately ?-A. Oh, yes, very much; in the last few years I have caught very
few compared to what I did 15 years ago.

Q. In what proportion has it decreased ?-A. Well, this last year I was only
out one day and we only got five fish in the whole day.

Q. And in former years what would you get ?-A. Some few years ago, perhaps,
we would get 40 or 50 or- 60 in the same length of time.

Q. Do you consider this a great falling off, then ?-A. Yes; now it is the first
of November when the close season begins, and that may be a reason; it used to
run to the 15th, if I recollect right.

Q. And do you think this may be a reason for catching more in former years ?
-A. This last few years I know we have caught very few up to the lst November.

Q. What is your view, generally speaking, of the falling off of the fish ?-A.
I know several years ago there were a great many fish brought in here where now
there are very few. Mr. McCrae was the only man that fished here this summer,
that I know of. I think last year there was not one at all, that is, during the
summer I mean. Of course we had them here during the fall.

Q. Had you no fishermen here for the summer fishing ?-A. No. The reason,
I believe, is because it does not pay themn to fish here compared with the north shore.

Q. Then, is it your opinion that the fishery on the south shore has very much
declined ?-A. I think it must be so, when the firshermen leit it and went to other
parts of the bay because they didn't catch enough to pay them, altbough they did
quite a large business here at one time.
. Q. Can you assign any cause for this great decline of the fish here?-A. I can-
not give any cause, unless it is fishing them out, which was the cause that made the
decline in other lakes. At one time there was a large fishery carried on down on
Weller's Beach on Lake Ontario.

Q. Do you know of your own knowledge that the whitefish were at one time
plentiful in Lake Ontario ?-A. Yes, I have seen great quantities of them taken
out of Lake Huron too.

Q. When you speak of trolling, do you refer only to trout fishing ?-A. Yes, it
was for sport I went there trout trolling.

. Q. What is your opinion with regard to the trout gathering along the shore in
the autumn months?-A. I believe it is for the purpose of spawning, to lay their
eggs, because they are generally full of spawn when caught in October and
November.

Q. Do you think it wise on the part of any one to take these fish at the time of
spawning, in the interests of the fisheries ?-A. I believe, unless hatcheries can supply
what is taken out, the supply must deteriorate. They must be supplied by artificial
hatcheries to take the place of the close season.

Q. And would you go further and say that if continued it must destroy the
fisheries ?-A. I should think it would.

Q. What is the usual size of the salmon-trout caught by you in fishing?-A.
Well, they would run from 5 to 7 or 8 or 10 pounds, and I have seen them up to 12
pounds. Of course 12 pounds would be an extra large one, but sometimes we get
one to weigh that.
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Q. Are these the black trout that the fishermen speak of?-A. I suppose they
are; they are dark coloured trout.

Q. Are you of the opinion that there are two or three different kinds of trout ?
-A. I could not say for that, but the fish in the summer time are a lighter and
clearer fish than the fall fish.

Q. Are they smaller ?-A. I have seen just as large fish in the summer time as
in the fall, and sometimes larger.

Q. Do you think it judicious for the fishing industry that the close season
should be maintained ?-A. I should think for the preservation of the fisheries it
would be wise to have a close season, and I would also like to see batcheries
established.

Q. Which have, the whitefish or the salmon-trout, fallen off most, to your know.
ledge ?-A. I think the whitefish have fallen off the most. A few years ago there
would be large quantities of whitefish brought in here in December, but now there
is not hardly any.

Q. Do you think the whitefish are almost gone from this place ?-A. I think
they are, as far as I know.

Q. What reason can you assign for the falling off of the whitefish ?-A. I can-
not say. I have heard it said that they left quite suddenly. I cannot give any
idea of my own.

Q. Have you any views to offer of your own independent of these questions ?-
A. I should like to see more hatcheries established on the Georgian Bay to help to re-
plenish the supply. I think the supply and industry should be kept up and en-
couraged, if it is possible to do so.

Q. Was it considered a great benefit to this town in former years-the fisheries ?
-A. Yes, there is no doubt about that; there was a large number of people here
that earned their living by fishing wholly.

Q. And it bas now falien off, you think ?-A. They certainly have as far as
local trade is concerned-whole families have left, that used to reside here, by reason
of the fallinz off of the fish.

Q. Mr. Burns, a former witness, says ho is an old resident, and you, Mr. Stewart,
carry out bis opinion from first to last. He says that the fisheries have become
very much changed, and ho bas been fishing himself. How does it affect the town ?
-A. It is nothing very serious to the town; of course a few families have left. A
few fishermen, by reason of the reduction of the fisheries and botter facilities for
fishing and shipping to other points, have left.

Q. What is your recollection with regard to the whitefish being caught bore in
former years ?-A. Well, all that I know is only hearsay. I have taken notice to
the boats being allowed a greater quantity of nets, and they get a less quantity of
fi4h with them than with a less quantity of nets. In former times I have seen a
snall skiff come in with 900 trout off the clay bank.

Q. About what time of the year would that be ?-A. In the fall of the year
when the fish would be spawning on the rocks.

Q. How is the decrease in whitefish ?-A. Well, I could not say. I know from
hearsay that the whitefish are getting very scarce. 1 thiok that Mr. McCrae's
statement in respect to the matter of preservation of the fisheries, is correct-
that we really want proficient officers here in the place to prevent the fishermen
taking any undue advantage of the fisheries and bringing in fish during their spawn-
ing time. This would be better than employing these cruisers.

Q. Are there any nets out during the spawning season ?-A. Why, yes; there
has been nets out all the time-it is a common thing, and as Mr. Pilgrim said, that
if the law were put in force it would be an advantage to all.

Q. The execution of the law is always botter than the law itself, and if enforced
it would be botter in the interests of the fisheries and fishermen ?-A. Yes, that is
s0.

Q. 'Rave you anything to suggest, Mr. Burna ?-A. Well, of course it would ho
also very necessary to establish hatcheries. There is no doubt there has been fish-
ing going on along this shore at different places during the close season, and unless
the law is put into execution there is no use in it, and I don't think the cruiser can
execute it and, I think, in the interests of the fisheries the law ought to be executed.
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CHARLES LITTLE, sworn, answered as follows

Q. la vour residence Meaford ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, for how long?-A. About thirteen years.
Q. What are your observations?-A. My observations are that Mr. Stewart and

Mr. Burno are right when they say that if the close season was observed it would
be better and without mentioning any locality, I consider that the contention of the
fishermen is right in orne respect, that is, with regard to the Americans being allowed
to fish while we are not. The Amerieans will fish in these international lakes, and
I think the Canadians should bave the same right. If the close season is enforced
in Canada, the Americans will take advantage of the restrictions laid upon us and
fish all they like. Supposing we saw two extendingarmies and one would say: We
dont want to tight ou Sunday but will fight the next day; would not that be giving
the advantage to the enemy. So it is with the Aniericans, they can fish and we can't.
As the Georgian Bay is international waters, or the same thing, I cltim that the
fishermen's contention here is correct, and especially with regard to Lake Superior.

Q. la the contention of the fishermen regarding a close season correct when
applied to the Georgian Bay, and it would be correct also in the other lakes if the
Americans observed the close seasons, the same as the Canadians ?-A. Yes.

Q. Do you think, Mr. Little, the fisheries have decreased, in vour estimation,
during the past years to what they were formerly?-A. Most decidedly. from what
I have heard I think they have, although I don't know much about them myself,
but I think they have to what they were in former years.

Q. Have you any idea what caused that ?-A. I suppose it was over-eatching
that will cause a scarcity of game on the lands as well as cause a searcity of fish in
the waters. There is one thing 1 would like to say about Mr. Mclntosh, I think he
was a litile quizzical; I think the Indiana should be allowed to fish in the waters,
they should have extra privileges if any persons aie entitled to it.

Q. Do you mean for their own use or for profit if they want to ?-A. Yes, for
thoir own use, or for barter if they want to.

Let me here add, Mr. Little, and say that if you could produce the fish by hatch-
eries alone, and allow the tishermen to tish during close seasons they would consider
you a benefactor indeed. It is quite necessary to educate the fishermen and bring them
to a knowledge that it is essential for them to have close seasons in order to
recuperate the fisheries and keep up the supply. I was one of the first originators
of fish culture on this continent of America, and have always believed in its
eilicacy, but I cannot go so far as to say that the artificial mode of' production will
alone eustain the fish in our waters, and for me to say that artiticial culture is
going to do it would be absurd. Artificial culture is only an aid to the natural one,
but to say that it will do it alone without the natural way it is erroneous. It would
be perfectly impossible to keep up the fish wealth if nature was allowed to die out,
and to depend on hatcheries alone, for you never could s'ucceed. I state this
believing it to be correct, that fish hatcheries are only a supplementary help to the
natural methods, and that close seasons should be upheld now more than ever; 1
tell you that fish hatcheries are beneficial, but don't go away with the belief that if
a fish hatchery is established along the Georgian Bay that it is all von need without
the nid of nature, and without properly selected close seasons in which the fish can
freely breed.

Meeting ajourned sine die.
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No. 1.-COLLINGWOOD.

COLLINGWOOD, Ont., 30th November, 1892.

Meeting held by Messrs. Wilmot and Harris in the interest of the Ontario
lisheries; Mi. Huggard, of Barrie, acting as secretary and stenographer.

Mr. WILMOT addressed the meeting, as chairman, in the following terms:-" I
will hattily mention what the object of this meeting is, and if you feel disposed to
give us any information you can do so in the interests of the fishermen and fishories
of the country. Regulations have been made by the Government from time to time
-establishing close seasons, and for the regulating of nets, which are so necessary for
the preservation of the fisheries of the country. Some of these regulations have
met with opposition, and various petitions have been sent in asking for modifica-
tions of these regulations, and the Government, in order to obtain full information,

.,has thought proper to appoint a Commission to look into the matter. The Commis-
sioners consist of myself, my colleague here, Mr. Harris, and Mr. Marks, of Port
Arthur, who, unfortunately, has been unable as yet to join us in our investigations.
As far as we have proceeded, we have obtained a great deal of very useful informa-
tion of a practical character. We started at Port Dover and followed the shores of
Lake Erie and reached Windsor, and from Windsot proceeded along the shore of.
Lake Huron tili we reached Owen Sound, and from Owen Sound we came here,
giving notice beforehand of these meetings. This place appears to be a very
p:ominent fishing point, and we were under the impression that there would be a
large number of fishermen here to give evidence. We propose holding another
*meeting this evening, and then perhaps a better opportunity will be given to enable
ymu to give is further information in regard to the tishery questions. I might also
mention that the Commissioners have been appointed under the statute and have
power to take evidonce under oath, so that we wili take your statements under
oath, as at ail other places, if you -feel disposed to give it. and if not so disposed, we
shahl be obliged to you Cor your opinions in any case. We have chosen a number
of questions which touch on the points under consideration, and if the parties prefer
to go on and answer these questions, we will proceed at once. We will, therefore,
commence by asking if there is any gentleman bore who is desirous of giving any
information. The attendances at other places have been very fuir indeed. A large
number of persons have come out and given their statements fully and freely."

Mr. GEORGE KNIGKI then came forward and took the following oath:-
"You, George Knight, do solemnly swear that you will truly answer ail such ques-
tions as may be put to you by this Commission, and also give such evidence and
intormation as shall be within your personal knowledge to this Commission relating
to the fish or tisheries of the Province of Ontario, so help you God."

By Mr. Wilmqt:

Q. Where in your residence, Mr. Knight ?-A. My residence is in Collingwood.
Q. What is your occupation ?-A. A fisherman, sir.
Q. Of what standing ?-A. About twenty years.
Q. What is your nationality?-A. English.
Q. What description of fishery do you carry on ?-A. Whitefish and salmon-

trout principally. 
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Q. Any other kind of fish ?-A. No, sir.
Q. What particular waters do you fish in ?-A. Where do you mean?
Q. I mean in the Georgian Bay ?-A. I fish fn ail parts of it.
Q. Do you fish in any and all parts of it ?-A. Yes, but mostly on the shores.
Q. In what vicinity ?-A. Near Mink Island.
Q. What description of net do you use ?-A. I use a 5¾-inch gill-net.
Q. Do you use this 5î-inch mesh ait the season through ?-A. No; I use 41

and 4¾ for bummer fishing.
Q. What is the size of your mesh for autumn fishing ?-A. 4- and 5-inch mesh.
Q. Is this for trout fishing ?-A. Yes.
Q. What are the size of the fish you generally catch wi4h a 4î and 41-inch

mesh ?-A. Well, whitetish, about two pounds, and trout similar in size; you ean
catch a trout with a larger mesh.

Q. Wbat is the size of the salion-trout that you catch by gilling?-A. They
will average about three pounde.

Q. Is that the average of your summer fish ?-A. Yes, about.
Q. What class of fish do you catch with a 5i.inch mesh ?-A. They are pretty-

much ail trout.
Q. What is the average weight and size ?-A. About four pounds, some a little

more and some a littie less, but from four to five pounds is about an average weight.
Q. What is the size of the twine that you use in your summer nets ?-A. I use

No. 50 most of it, some of it is No. 60.
Q. And what is the size of the fall net twine ?-A. I use No. 35.
Q. Are you speaking now with regard to the extension of the meshes ?-A.

Yes, sir.
Q. How smail a fish will that sized mesh catch ?-A. Well, a 2 or 2½-pound

fish.
Q. Have you ever had any experience with a 3-inch meh ?-A. No.
Q. How small a fish will a 3-inch mesh catch ?-A. Too small for any use;

too small for anything.
Q. Wili it catch a two-pound fish or under ?-A. Yes, or a 4-inch mesh will

catch a fish that size, but a 3-inch mesh is too small.
Q. What sized fish will a 3-inch mesh catch ?-A. A pound and a half or a

two-pound fish, but that mesh is injurious. I think that the standard of 4î-inch
mesh is a very fair-standard.

Q. What period of the year do you think that salmon-trout are in their primest
and best condition for eatable purposes ?-A. It is good in the fall of the year.

Q. When are they in their primest condition ?-A. I don't think there is much
difference.

Q. Are they just as good in June and July as any other part of the year ?-A.
I think salmon-trout are good ail the year round; a great many people claim that
they like trout better in the fall that any other time.

Q. You say salmon-trout are good at ail tirnes?-A. Yes.
Q. How about whiteish ?-A. They are the same as salmon-trout.
Q. Do you include in this statement at the time they are spawning?-A. No, I

don't think they are as good at the spawning time as previous to it.
Q. Then you think they are not as good at that time of the year ?-A. No, not

just at that time.
Q. As they are before it I suppose you mean ?- A. Yes.
Q. Where do you usually seli ydur fish here ?--A. I sel] them at the Mink

Islands.
Q. To whorn ?-A. To Stoker.
Q. Who is Mr. Stoker ?-A. He is a fish buyer there.
Q. On behalf of himself or an American company ?-A. We seu to him, and I

don't know who he buys for.
Q. Do you know whether they go into the Canadian market or the United

States ?-A. I know they go into the United States.
Q. What is the average value of your fish; what do you get for your salmon-

trout ?-A. About 3½ cents per pound.
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Q. What are your whitefish worth ?-A. They are worth about the same.
Q. Is there no change in the price when Autumn comes on ?-A. No; pretty

much the same price all the season through.
Q. Have you ever taken any close observation, Mr. Knight, with regard to

when fish are really ripe and ready to lay their eggs ?-A. That depends on where
you are.

Q. Well, where you fish in the bay then, when you think they are ready to lay
thoir eggs, when they drop most freely from them?-A. They vary some few days,
but I should think the latter end of October, some before, and some later, but I
think they very seldom lay before that time.

Q. Whitefish, what do you say about them ?-A. They vary a great deal too,
some places where they go to spawn; now, away up on the north shoro they spawn
there before here.

Q. Take it as a fair average ?-- A. I have never fished for whitefish in the fali,
so could not tell.

Q. Do they spawn about the same time as trout ?-A. They come a little later
than the salmon-trout.

Yes.Q. Then, generally speaking, they spawn later than the salmon-trout ?-A.

Q. In your experience as a fisherman, do you lose more nets at any one period
of the year than another?-A. Well, in the fali I lose more than in the summer.

Q. What month would you say was the most dangerous and perilous to your
nets ?-A. We consider that September and October are about the worst months
hére; sometimes in November it has been very bad.

Q. September, October and November are the three worst months for fishermen.
then ?-A. Yes; September, I think, is a very bad month in this part of the bay,
and we have no protection against people stealing our nets-there were two parties
here lost a whole gang of nets.

Q. Then you meet with losses by parties stealing' your nets ?-A. Yes, we do.
In the summer, parties come here-we do not know who they are-and steal our
nets.

Q. Do they take the whole gang ?-A. Yes, take everything. I spoke to Capt.
Dunn up there, and he said he could do nothing with it. There were two lots of
nets stolen between Mink Island and Campbell's Rock it was suppossd to be done by
people from Penetanguishene.

Q. This was done by parties up the bay ?-A. Yes, and they do it right here-
I lost two buoys in October.

Q. Is it strange that you never come across any of these parties ?-A. You
never can see them. We saw parties coming up from Penetanguishene, but didn't
know who they were. We don't get any protection, and I think they should
look after our nets as well as after our fishing and give us the same protection that
other industries have, when we pay our license. We have complained to the inspector
two or three times having lost nets on each occasion, but never got any satisfaction.

Q. Now, are you aware of any s mall immature fish of any consequence being
taken ?-A. No, I do not know of any- there may be some small mesh nets used,
but the sellers usually won't sell that class of nets to people.

Q. Do you know of any small whitefish being shipped into this harbour ?--.
A. Well, we see them a pound and a half, and I have seen them less than that in
small quantities. The small whitefish are pretty hard to ship away.

Q. Where are they shipped to ?-A. They mostly go the American harbours.
Q. Where are these principally caught, Mr. Knight?-A. All over the bay al-

most, you will catch some of them any time through the summer. They are what
we çali a Anall run of fish. There is a different class of whitetish-there is one class
that I don't think would ever grow to be a big fish, which are sometimes caught in
a 4½ mesh.

Q. Are you aware that the law requires a close Sunday time, that is, the nets
,are to be taken up on Saturday night and laid down again on Monday morning-
what is your idea about that ?-A. We never could do it. It is all right in the bay
here, but a man never could do it out in the lake.
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Q. Do you say it is impracticable to carry that law out ?-A. Yes.
Q. Do our American neighbours fish in this part of the bay with their tugs and

nets ?-A. No, not in these parts.
Q. Do they in any other parts ?-A. No, not unless they corne anîd pay their

license, or duty; I don't know whether thore are any in the bay bore at atl or lot.
Q. Are you of the beliefthat thore should be some protection like a closed

season ?--A. I don't think it is a bencfit theso close seasons. I believe al] these
rough fish cat up more spawn than the fishermen destroy. For instance, you take a
sucker, and you will find him full of spawn, and herrings aiso eat a great deal of
spawn.

Q. Would it be a difficult matter for you to show us a fish of this kind with
spawn in it ?-A. I dare not do it; a man dare not catch a herring, or a sucker, the
very worst enemies of the spawn.

Q. With regard to spawning grounds ? Do you thirik it advisable. to set aside
certain places for spawning ?-A. I do not think it would be beneficial to have these
spawning grounds set apart.

Q. Why?-A. Becausethesespawninggrounds, or spawning places are always in
shallow water. I believo that fishermen ought to be allowed to fish at any time und
in any manner.

Q. With any kind of nets?-A. With gill-nets. I think that fishermen should
be allowed to fish at any time without a closed season.

Q. Whon do you put your gill-nets down; what season in the year ?-A. Weil,
that depends upon the soason; we generally put thom down about the middle of
April or the end of April.

Q. When do you generally take thom up again ?-A. We are through about
the lst of September.

Q. That is the summer fishing?-A. Yes.
Q. And when do you set therm down again ?-A. Oh, we don't set down again

until about the middle of October, about the 15th.
Q. When do you take thom up again ?-A. They are takon up again the 1st of

NovembeT.
Q. Is there any winter fishing carried on here at ail ?-A. I don't think thore

is; a very few may ; thore is of course a few herring caught under the ice.
Q. With nets?-A. Yes, with nets.
Q. Do you know anything about any bass fishery here ?-A. Thore is no bass

bore of any account.
Q. No spearing or shooting of fish bere in tho spring of the year?-A. No;

thore is a littie spoarinig in the niddlo of the winter after the ice is set.
Q. Ilow far out do they go to get them spearing ?-A. Oh, thoy go out about.

thrce miles.
Q. Are they a large kind of trout that are speared ?-A. Yes.
Q. What kind ?-A. Shoal trout we cali them.
Q. Are those the largest kind ?-A. Yes.
Q. What do they gererally weigh ?-A. Sometimos up to ton or twolve pounds.
Q. Have you seon thom when caught; have you looked at thom closely?-A.

No; 1 never speared any myself.
Q. Have you evor seon any speared ?-A. Yes.
Q. Have you scen thom opened ?-A. No.
Q. Do you know whother there was any spawn in them or not?-A. No; you

don't get apawn in trout after the 20th of this month, Novem ber.
Q. Tho spawning season is over ien ?-A. Yes.
Q. Now, sir, what is your idea with regard to artificial culture of fish ?-A. I

believe it would be a great benefit.
Q. What do you draw your conclusions from ?-A. By some places whore thoy

have bred them. I believo if there was more spawn saved a great deal more fisi
would be saved.

Q. Do you know any place particularly whore you could say fishermen have
been benefitted 'by it ?-A. Weli, there are parties on Lake Erie that hav, been.

Q. Have you reference now to trout ?-A. No, to whitefish.
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Q. Do you think that on the American side, since batcheries have been
established, fish have been more plentiful ?-A. Yes.

Q. Do you know that yourself or are you speaking from hearsay ?-A. I hava
often fished on the American side some twenty years ago, but thoy did not use
artificiai means then, but fish were fished out since then and artiticial means of re-
producing the fish resorted to.

Q. Have you fished there since the hatcheries have been established ?-A. No,
I have not fished there lately, but since then I have been informed that the fish are
more plentiful by reason of the hatcheries.

Q. Which are the niost valuable kinds of fish caught in the Georgian Bay?-A.
They are both the same.

Q. Which would you prefer ?-A. As a rule these fish we call the fall fish are
not as valuable.

Q. What reason do you attribute that to ?-A. It is because they are more
plentiful, but it is very seldom we get a good season now.

Q. lis it because they are softer or flabbier?-A. No, it is simply because they
are more numerous; it is their plentifalness that causes them to be cheaper.

Q. Is there any distinctive difference between whitefish and salmon-trout; do
fishermen prefer getting one kind to the other as a markotable commodity ?-A.
No, one is worth just as much as the other now.

Q. Have the whitefish fallen off as a raie more than the salmon ?-A. Yes, to a
very great extent to what they formerly were; they have here around this part.

Q. What do you mean by that?-A. We don't get any whitefish here in the
fall-there are- very few indeed.

Q. Do you mean right here in the bay ?-A. No, I mean all over.
Q. In your recollection were they pretty plentiful at one time here ?-A. Yes,

years ago.
Q. How long ago might that be ?-A. That would be about fifteen or sixteen

years ago.
1 Q. Can you account for this falling off in your own mind ?--A. Well, there was

not one-quarter as many nets then as now.
Q. Do you say they were plentiful fifteen or twenty years ago ?-A. Yes.
Q. Then what do you think is the cause of their falling off?-A. I don't know,

unless they have taken some other course.
Q. Was this then their spawning ground, this bay?-A. Yes,on the south side.
Q. Do they not come here to spawn any more ?-A. No.
Q. Have you forned any idea how it is that they have fallen off so largely ?-

A. I can't tell, unless it is that this bay is getting very dirty with bark, and thistle-
downs blown in off the lake has made it very foui.

Q. You say whitefish only come here to spawn in the fall of the year ?-A. Yes,
around the edge of the rocks.

Q. Is there nothing else ? Have not the spawning grounds been disturbed a
good deal by fishing in former years ?-A. I don't know. The fish seemed to drop
off ail at once; I think they have taken a different course. It is supposed that the
fish that come into this bay are supplied from Lake Huron.

Q. That is only supposition though, is it not ? And you say years ago you could
get them here in the fall ?-A. Yes, lots of them.

Q. Weil now, with regard to the fish that come here in October-what do they
come here for ?-A. They merely come to spawn. They remain here until they are
done spawning and then go away. We don't get but a very few; they swim high,
and we catch them through the ice.

Q. Don't you catch them in the summer season ?-A. No, you would not
catch ten in a day. You can frequently see them jumping in the water. We call
it fly-catching, but you can very seldom catch oe.

Q. Are not these fisheries carried on extensively up through the Georgian Bay ?
-A. There is a large class of fish caught on the north shore. It is not like Lake
Ontario-there- is only one class of trout there that I ever saw.

Q. So that upon the whole there is a great falling off, of both salmon-trout and
whitetish in this bay ?-A. Yes.
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Q. At the present time compared with former years ?-A. Yes.
Q. Now have you any suggestions to offeryourself, Mr. Knight ?-A. No, I am of

the same opinion as the rest of the fishermen. The close season does not effect the
fishing along the north shore-they are done fishing before we catch any here, and
when the fish come down here we have to stop.

Q. Do you admit that trout come here to spawn ?-A. Yes, they come here to
spawn, I believe they are here all the time.

Q. Then do you think if the close season was carried out you would not get any
salmon-trout at all?-A. It is carried out now.

Q. Do you say that close seasons are not beneficial ?-A. I don't believe they are.
I believe that hatcheries would be more boneficial. We don't hardly ever get any
fish in the closed season.

Q. Then you think a hatchery is what is wanted, and not have a close season ?
-A. If hatcheries were established I think we would have more tish. I never heard
tell of any close season anywhere but here. I think that fish oight to be caught in
the closed season. I don't suppose there was two ton of trout caught altogether
during the closed season, and if we had hatcheries and allow us to fish all the year
round, we could save a good deal of spawn where now it is destroyed.

Q. How would the present catch compare with the number of trout caught 8
or 10 years ago ?-A. As a tule I don't fish a great deal for trout.

Q. You say that this season that not more than two tons were caught, how
would this compare with what was caught 8 or 10 years ago ?-A. I don't think there
is much difference-very little difference.

Q. How many tons of trout could you have caught 10 years ago?-A. I would
not have caught a ton-we used to fish outside in deeper water.

Q. This year how many did you catch ?-A. I did not get more than six hundred
pounds-this year there was rougher weather. Some years there is more fish caught.
It depends upon the weather.

Q. I don't know that you can tell us a great deal more, Mr. Kniight.

By Mr. Harris:

Q. I want to know something more about-where that island is you say you
fish en ?-A. It is Mink Island.

Q. Where is it fron Parry Sound ?-A. It is 20 miles from Parry Sound.
Q. Is Mink Island near Squaw Island ?-A. There is Cabbage Head, and Mile-

stone Island, which are only five miles from Mink Island, and Mink Island is 60 miles
north of Collingwood off the eastern shore of the northern bay.

Q. Do you ever fish in the bay down about Collingwood ?-A. Oh, yes; I have
fished here for a number of years.

Q. I suppose the fishing got bad here before you went up to the north shore ?-
A. Of late years, yes.

Q. You spoke of pickerel-is that what the Americans calj yellow pike ?-A.

Q. Do you ever catch any other kind of pickerel ?-A. No.
Q. Have you heard our American neighbours speaking of blue pickerel ?-A.

No.
Q. How many fathoms deep of water do you fish in ?-A. About 16.
Q. How many fathoms of net do you fish with ?-A.'I don't know, it would be

about 6,000 or 7,000 yards.
Q. You have a sail boat I suppose?-A. Yes.
Q. Do you deliver your fish to the tug?-A. No, we take them to Mink Island.
Q. Have yon ever lost any nets in rough weather ?-A. Yes, lost some.
Q. Does it happen pretty frequently?-A. No, not unless there is a very bad

storm.
Q. How do you lose most of your nets, tell me that of your own personal

knowledge ?-A. Sometimes we get a whole gang of our nets destroyed by bark off
the saw logs, that is the inside strips of the bark coming off pine logs. A net is
almost worthless after it comes in contact with this bark. This is another way of

200



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 10c.) A. 1893

losing nets besides what we lose with storms. And this bark appears to drive the
fish all away, too. We often take up our nets when they are full of bark.

Q. Does that bark carry your nets away ?-A., No, but they are no use, they
are spoiled and won't fish after it any more.

Q. Whether do you lose 'nore in deep water or shallow water if there comes a
big blow; can you give me an idea of your percentage of loss from that reason ?-
A. I cannot.

Q. What I want to know is, can you give me any, idea of the percentage of
twine you lose from storms and rough weather ?-A. Well, I suppose on an
average we lose a thousand yards every year.

Q. Do you lose that much beyond what is stolen ?-A. Yes, we have that loss,
besides what is stolen; I lost some this fall, and I suppose a thousand yards would
hardly cover it each year.

Q. What is the average weight of your trout?-A. The trout average about
three pounds.

Q. What do your summer trout average?-A. Summer trout average about
three pounds also.

Q. Whdt do your autumn trout average?-A. They average better than the
summer trout.

Q. Do they average higher now than they did fitteen or sixteen years ago?-A.
No, I don't know that they do. Our summer trout are what is called " potguts," or
mud trout; they live in deep water.

Q. Is it the same trout as the autumn fish ?-A. No, it is a different fish
altogether.

Q. When is the best time to catch these fish ?-A. In the latter end of October.
Q. What is the average size of them ?-A. I think about four or five pou nds.
Q. What size of fish would yon catch in the autumn fifteen or sixteen years

ago ?-A. I don't see any difference at all. I have heard reported that they used to
catch fish twenty, twenty-five or thirty pounds, so they do now, sometimes, what wo
call "mokers" in deep water. I have caught large trout in Lake Erie weighing
thirtyeor forty pounds, but what we see here were great big fish no use for any-
thing; I would not eat a piece of one of them.

Q. What nets do you consider the most destructive, the pound-net, gill-nets, or
seines ?-A. I think pound-nets are the worst. I don't think the seine is so very
destructive, f'or you see fish as a rule don't go on the shore until certain seasons of
the year, and on our shore you can't have a sei ne on accoutt of the rocky bottom.

Q. Do you say that the whitefish spawned here fifteen or eighteen years ago,
do you mean around here?-A. I mean right here, and in Meaford and Thornbury.

Q. Was there any particular place for spawning ?-A. Off the edge of the
rocks.

Q. Did salmon-trout spawn there then ?-A. No.
Q. Whore did they spawn at that time?-A. Around tho south shore of Colling-

wood and Meaford.
Q. Do you like the American plan of allowing their lakes to be fished ?-A.

Yes, you can fish any place you have a mind to, with any sized mesh. We used to
go from hore there and pay duty.

Q. What is the duty ?-A. Thirty per cent on their nets.
Q. What do you mean by 30 por cent ?-A. You could fish by paying duty on

the boat, $80.00.
Q. Is it more expensive there than here? Would you like the Amorican plan

adopted here of allowing any boat to come here and fish whore they like ?-A. No, I
would not.

Q. What do youthink of the meshes used here?-A. I think the meshes used
here are about as small as ought to be used.

Q. Would you like the American plan introduced here?-A. No, they kill with
everything there.

Q. Do you think it would be right for the Americans to come over here and fish
in our closed seasons ?-A. We don't want to fish the same as the Americans with
regard to nots, but want to fish the whole season through. I can take my rig over thore
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and fish the whole season through by paying for my boat. I fished there about 20
ycars ago, and the fish all run out, but 1 believe they are getting their whitefi:,h
replenished by artificial means.

Q. Now you say you want no ct>sed season and don't want the American plan
-in fact, what you want is more than what any Amorican is permitted to have-
you want to fish these waters the whole year around and prevent everybody elso
except a few licensed persons, and you want to keep the public out ?-A. No, I doii't
want to keep anybody out. We don't wantallsorts of nets; but we don't want trap-
nets, nor pound-nets, but we want protection, and we also want some means of
hatching these fish.

Q. Thon, as I understand your evidence, you want to use your gill-nets in the
Georgian Bay with a 41-inch mesh ?-A. I don't care about that, but I suppose any-
body who pays license has a perfect right to tish. On the American side ail through
this month they can fish away; here we are fined if we only catch a herring or a
sucker, the greatest enemy to the trout. We are not allowed to bring in a sucker or
a herring; there is only about three or four months in the year that we can fish.
We start about the rniddle of April, and about the middle of August we have te pull
out again, and then we have a little bit of fali fishing and that is all we get out ot it.

Q. Now, in reference to the question of loss of nets what season of the year is
your principal loss in twine ?-A. In the fall of the year.

Q. Do you think you would inake more money if all the gill-nets wore taken up
the 1st of November ?-A. They don't, as a rule, flsh with summer nets in the falt
of the year. Our summer nets are all laid up by the 1st of November.

Q. Would it be better for the fishermen if they all took their nets out by the 1st
of November?-A. Yes, I think the fish would be more plentiful.

Q. Considering the rough weather, would you be better off if they all took their
nets up the 1st of November?-A. No, I don't think so, November is a fine month
-September, as a rule, is the worst month-our sumner nets are all taken out in
Septomber.

Q. Let me know what portion of your nets are in the water the Ist of September?
-A. if I had a boat I would have about 5,000 yards, and in the summer have all the
others in a shed.

Q. Do you not think it would be better for the whole lot if they took all their
nets out on the 1st of November ?-A. Well, I don't know; there would be a lot more
expenses, and it is a hard matter to make a living, the fish are getting so scarce.

Q. Then, on account of the scarcity of the fish, you think it would not be better
to take the nets up the 1st of November ?-A. Yes, when we had no close season at
all here there were more fish.

Q. Don't you get nearly twice the price now for the same kind of fish you did
some years ago ?-A. No, we do not get a great deal more for them now than wo
used to get.

Q. How much more do you get?-A. Well, when we sold whiteflsh bere we
used to get about 12J cents a piece for them, and they would not give more than 3.
or 4 cents a pound now. We used to get a York shilling each when whitefigh
were plentiful.

Q. Are there any fish dealers here in town ?-A. No.

NORMAN SANDERS, having been duly sworn was examined:-

By Mr. Wilnot:

Q. Whe;e do you reside Mr. Sanders ?-A. In Collingwood.
Q. What is your occupation ?-A. A fisherman.
Q. Of h*ow long standing ?-A. About twenty-five years,
Q. Of what nationality ?-A. A Canadian.
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Q. What class of fishing do you do ?-A. Salmon-trout and whitefish, pickerel
and pike.

Q. Salmon-trout are the principal ones ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. D. you principally fish in the Georgian Bay ?-A. Yes, of late years.
Q. Whero in former years?-A. In Lake Ontario.
Q. What part of Lake Ontario ?-A. Gilluses Iland on the American side, 1

have fished in it up on the Canadian side.
Q. What made you leave the fishing on Lake Ontario ?-A. For botter fishing

here.
Q. The fishing was played out there, was it ?-A. No; it was not played out

altogether.
Q. What particular locality have you been fishing in hero?-A. Near Squaw

Island on the south shore here.
Q. D you mean ail the shore ?-A. I n-an fron Cabbago Head to Christian

Islands around to Collingwood, it takes the whole Bay principally in.
Q. You have been fishing hore about how many years ?-A. About 14 years in

the Bay here.
Q. What description of net would you fish with formorly ?-A. I have fishel

with pound-nets in Lake Huron, and gill-nots in the Georgian Bay, and seines bere.
Q. Whero was your principal fishing ground ton or twelve years ago ?-A. Ton

years ago I was fishing at the mouth of the Nottawusaga Bay.
Q. Was the bost fishing there at that time ?-,-A. I don't think it was.
Q. Whero are the best fishing grounds ?-A. On the north and south shores

here in the vicinity of Squaw Island and Mink Island, for whitefishing in the sum-
mer and trout fishing in the falil.

Q. Weil, how did it pay you ?-A. Did you over keep an account of the fish
caught in those days, say eight or ton years ago?--A. No.

Q. Did you fish with one or more boats ?-A. Que boat.
Q. What would you catch with one boat in those days ?-A. Weil, we used to

get from fifteen thousand to eighteen thousand fish, that is whitefish, they were the
principal kind of fish.

Q. These were taken where ?-A. In the vicinity of Squtw Island, on the Squaw
Island fishery.

Q. Wore you fishing there this year ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. The saine boats, saine nets and everything ?-A. No sir, I am fishing with a

tug now.
Q. How much additional net do you carry now ?-A. I have about twice as

many nets with the tug.
A. What quantity of fish did you got this year ?-A. I got about thirty-one or

thirty-two tous.
Q. About what number of fish would you have?-A. We don't count them by

the fish at ail now.
Q. What would oighteen thousand fish weigh in oldon times ?-A. They wcre

about the same size thon as they are now. I see very little differonce.
Q. -Weil, thon you got about half as many with the same appliance with a tug

this year. You got 32 tons and divide that by half of what you got in former times ?
-A. Of course, I don't fish as many months now as thon.

Q. Are the fish scarcor now in your opinion than formerly ?-A. Well, yes, I
don't think there are as many fish now as in former years.

Q. Well, now you say they are very much less off the shore than they used to
be ?-A. The whitofish are very scarce; vory few whitefish have been caught for
the last eight years.

Q. What is your idea about this great falling off ?-A. I cannot hardly tell
what the cause of it is; of course thore is more boats fishing now than what thore
was thon; there is almost double the amount of fishing done now to what there was
thon and since I first came on to the lake, and that must bo the cause of the falling
off.

Q. Can you give any reason for the falling off on the- other shore, or is it the
same roason as you gave for the scarcity on the north shore ?-A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Do you suffer in your fishing from the effects of these logs, which the previ-
ous witness spoke about? What are the effects from these logs ?-A. Well, they
fetch them out in rough weather and the bark all comes off them and they sink
into the nets on the bottom and destroy the nets. They tow logs from the French
River over to the American side principally, and that spoils our fishing grounds at
Squaw Island.

Q. Do they tow them past the island ?-A. Yes; they cannot very well tow
them across it.

Q. In doing this, the bark comes off and spoils the bottom ?-A. Yes.
Q. Do you think the bark comes off there more than any other place ?-A. No.
Q. What distance do these rafts have to travel from Mink Isiand before they

come to Squaw Island ?-A. They have to come 40 miles from the bank, where they
are lodged before they reach Squaw Island and about 20 miles from French River.

Q. Don't you think the most of this bark is knocked off before they reach
Squaw Island ?-A. We don't catch our fish on the shores; the fishing is carried on
from five to twenty miles from the island.

Q. Could you show us a specirnan of your gill-nets ?-A. We can save you a
specimen of our gill-nets another season if you require them.

Q. Is the Squaw Island fishery a good place to fish for trout ?-A. No; very
few trout are caught on Squaw Island; about one-fourth of the catch are salmon-
trout and the balance are whitefish.

Q. Is it all gill-net fishing there ?-A. Yes, it is all gill-net fishing there.
Q. Well, as a rule, is the salmon-trout and whitefishing equally as good as it

was in former years ?-A. I think we have as many trout now as any time within
the last ten years.

Q. With regard to the trout, the falling off is not as great as the whitefish ?-A.
I think there is more trout in the bay at the present time than there were a few
years ago. I think the trout are increasing in the bay whilst the whitefish are
decreasing.

Q. Then this is the only reason that you know of; its overfishing and nasty
stuff from the logs that is spoiling the fishing?-A. Yes.

Q. What way does the bark effect the flshing grounds ?-A. It falls off the logs
and drops to the bottom and spoils the bottom, and the fish will not stay where it is.

Q. Then, the fish thatused to be there are not there this season ?-A. No, there
is 35 miles there of ground that would be ten miles wide that you hardly dare set
in once the windy weather commences. Last year we had over $300 worth of nets
lost by the bark, and the year before about $400 worth, and we quit this year in
time. It is a slimy stuff that comes off the inside part of the bark and will break
all the nets you have.

Q. What shape is this bark ?-A. It is the fine bark and is stringy and doubles
across these nets and you can't get it off the nets and they are no more use.

Q. It is a great benefit to the fish I should say ?-A. Well, you won't catch
them then.

Q. You think these are the causes that are spoiling the fishing then ?-A. Yes.
Q. Does that lie on the south shore ? -A. No this bark does not affect the south

shore, that is from Wiarton down to Collingwood they are not bothered with it.
Q. And yet the whitefish have almost disappeared along the south shore ?-A.

L never saw very many around here in my time anyway. Whitefish are hardly
ever taken here on the south shore. There have been very few caught since L have
been on the bay.

Q. Then it could not be the bark that caused the whitefish to leave the
soutb shore ?-A. Well, L don't think it ever was much of a ground for wbitefishing.
November was the month that they did this fishing and they don't fish in Novem-
ber nowadays, and L can't say whether the whitefish are gone now or not.

Q. When do the salmon-trout corne near Squaw Island shore?-A. There is no
spawning grounds at Squaw Island that amounts to anything.

Q. When is the spawning time of the salmon-trout ?-A. I think the average
spawning season in this bay as far as I know has been from the 25th October, to
the 10th of November. I think either before or after that there is very little harm
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to fish by catching. Sore seasons there may be a little difference, but that has
been the time or the average ti me in my experience.

Q. Have you ever had anything to do with the herring business ?-A. Yes, I
have had a little bit on the bay.

Q. What time do they Bpawn?-A. I never paid any attention to them; they
don't seem to be of much value-I could not say anything about herring; I know
they are getting very plentiful on the bay-I have heard they are very destructive
and have spawn inside of them, but don't know whether it was on their own spawn
or the spawn of whitefish.

Q. Well, what do you think now it was?-A. I thought they were whiteflsh
spawn. I have seen as much as a cupfuï in one of them.

Q. Do you know whether they spawn in the fali or in the spring of the yearl?
-A. I think they spawn in the fail, because I have caught theni at ail times of the
year and I don't know that I ever met them yet with the spawn running out ofthem.

Q. What about bass ?-A. I never catch any bass.
Q.- Do you think it right to have some judicious laws for the protection of fish

in the Georgian Bay ?-A. Yes, I think it is right to protect them if there is nothing
else to replace them, there is no way of doing it but by carrying the law out.

Q. What is your idea in regard to these artificial hatcheries ?-A. I don't know
whether they are of any value or not; they claim they are catching twice as many
fish in Lake Erie as before they introduced them. I have never fished where they
have been used-since I was a child they have been catching fish some years good and
some years bad.

Q. The falling off of the whitefish bas been much more than the salmon-trout ?
-A. Yes, that is my experience.

Q. Which is the most valuable fish, the whitefish, or the salmon-trout as a fish.
ing industry ?-A. The whitefish are the most valuable fishery on this bay.

Q. That is the Georgian Bay ?--A. Yes.
Q. And it accordingly ought to receive more consideration to sustain it ?-A.

I think so because it is a whitefish bay.
Q. What is your idea about these two kind of salmon-trout they speak of ?-A.

I don't know.
Q. Do you think there are two or three different kinds of fish ?-A. The salmon-

trout may look different, but i think they are ail the same fish. I never caught a
small fish yet with spawn in it.

Q. Ts that the reason. becauseyou catch them in the suminer ?-A. Yes. I never
catch them on the shoals, these different trout they speak of.

Q. Well, have you ever oaught any of these big trout ?-A. It is ail principally
big trout we get in the falI of the year, except in the spawning season.

Q. And this would be about Outober, you say ?-A. From the 25th of October
to about the lOth of November.

Q. The summer salinon-trout caught in the summer don't appear to have any
spawn in them, do they ?-A. I have never seei any in therm.

Q. Do you think the 4J.inch mesh and 5-inch mesh is about right?-A. I think
the 4½-inch mesh'is the correct mesh for whitefish and salmon-trout.

Q. And for the summer salmon-trout, do you mean ?-A. Yes, I mean summer
trout. These 5k-inch meshes are fitted out with buoys for shore fishing. Mon use
them who do not observe the law, although the regular fishermen do use them for
trout fishing on.the shoals, but these are not an extensive net, but fishermen some-
times use them in the fall of the year to fish on the rocks and shoals and shores.

By Mr. Harris:

Q. What way do you notice that it is an injury to fish, this rafting of logs on
the bay?-A. Because I never yet caught fish where there was a dirty, muddy
bottom. You know that stuff is washed up and fish won't stay amongst it. I don't
think it is injurious to the spawning grounds, but we can't catch fish where it is.

Q. Do you notice that it in any way drives the fish away ?-A. Yes, air, it
drives the fish away from these grounds.
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Q. Do you se any dead fish about it ?-A. No, that rafting injures us more
than it does the fish. It injures our property.

Q. Do you fish at Sq uaw Island during the spring and summer months ?-A. Yes.
Q. Do you catch whitefish there then ?-A. Yes, and the Lake Huron fishermen

come across and fish in the Geor gian Bay.
Q. Canadian fishermen ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you think they have a right to?-A. Yes, I think so. They are Can-

adians; 1 can't see any reason why they should not.
Q. Are there too many tishermen in the Georgian Bay ?-A. I thihk when a

man cannot make a living at it he will quit.
Q. Did you ever hear of the miles of gill-nets there are in the bay ?-A. No, I

did not.
Q. Would you like to adopt the American plans ?-A. It just depends-if I

knew whether these hatcheries were a good plan or iot. If hatcaing is a good plan
I would like their fishing. If the hatcheries are satisfactory I would rather have
their plans.

Q. If they would hatch out as many fish as you catch you would like the
American plan?-A. I would rather have their plan, yes.

Q. Mr. Sanders, have you had any experience with regard to pound-nets on the
American side ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know as a matter of fact that a great number of smali fish are
caught in pound-nets ?-A. Yes, they catch everything.

Q. When you say smatl fish, what do you mean ?-A. I mean whitefish and trout.
Q. What do you mean by smali whiteish?-A. Weil, a whitefish a pound or a

pound and a haIf, or under, are smalt fish.
Q. Are these fish marketable ?-A. No, they are not.
Q. What do they do with them then ?-A. They are generally thrown away.
Q. Thrown out into the water?-A. No, thrown on the shore. The generai

run of the fishermen usually bring them in on shoie and throw-them away.
Q. Can you give me any idea of what'you have seen at one quantity thrown

away that way?-A. I have seen 400 or 500 pounds.
Q. Have you ever seen anything with regard to the kind of pound-nets the

Canadians use here?-A. I don't know anything about them here-I bave never
fished with them here. You see the same reports of the Canadian fish here at the
Manitoulin and Duck Island where Covey has his nets, yet I would like to know if
there was any reason why we were stopped from tishing with trap-nets.

Q. What do you mean by trap nets?-A. I mean what is called the hoop-net or
fike-net. It was theepound-net that they petitioned against and the hoop-net or fike-
net would only be uised for catching rough tish, such as pickerel, bass, pike, etc.

Q. Then you want no way of providing against the use of certain nets ?-A. I
can't answer that question. Thete are a certain amount of men that want to make
a few dollars-.-September is no use, and October is very little better, and also the
last twenty days of November-I don't see why the Government stops us from catch-
ing trout during that time.

6 p.m., meeting adjourned till 8 p.m.

8 p.m. Meeting opened again for business:-

WILLIAM A. CLARK, having been duly sworn, was examined

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. Whei e do you live Mr. Clark ?-A. At Collingwood.
Q. What is your occupation ?-A. I am a fisherman.
Q. How nany years have you been engaged in fishing ?-A. In the nèighbour-

hood of thirty years-all my life.
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Q. Wbat is your nationality?-A. A. Canadian.
Q. What kind of fishery do you follow ? What quality of fish or kind ?-A.

Whitefish and salmon-trout.
Q. What kind of net do you use ?-A. Gill-net and pound-net.
Q. What description of tish are you in the habit of catching most ?-A. 95 per

cent trout and whitefish.
Q. And the balance would be what ?-A. Herring and coarse fish.
Q. Have you done anything in the way of sturgeon ?-A. I have caught some

sturgeon, but very few.
Q. And what in regard to bass ?-A. I have never caught 500 pounds of bass in

my life.
Q. What particular waters are you in the habit of fishing in ? What locality ?

-A. LIake Huron.
Q. What particular description of net do yo use there ?-A. Gill-nets in Lake

Huron and the Geoirgiau Bay; and gill-nets entirely in Lake Superior.
Q. Where do you use the pound-nets ?-A. In the Georgian Bay.
Q. Weil, do I understand you to say that you use pound nets only. There is a

difference botween a trap-net and a pound-net ?-A. I mean pound-nets.
Q. What is the difference between a pound-net and a trap-net?-A. Weil, the

pound-net is on a larger scale, but they are generally used in about the same
locaities. The pound-iiet can be set on a soft bottom with sitakes, and the other
you have to float. (The reason I ask you this question is because there is a
diversity of opinion about these nets.)

Q. Well, is there any difference in the body of the two, or- is one wholly
enclosed and the othernot ?-A. The trap-net is enclosed at the top and bottom.

Q. They have the same kind of tunnel ?-A. Either net may be enclosed alto-
gether ; in a trap-net it is just the same as a money bag, or purse.

Q. Are they otherwise the same ?-A. Pretty near, only the trap is on a smaller
scale.

Q. We are seeking information, Mr. Clarke ?-A. Yes.
Q. Would the trap-net be as destructive as the pound-net ?-A. Yes, the trap-

net is very similar.
Q. Do you say you used pound-nets in the Georgian Bay before the time when

the law stopped them ?-A. Yes.
Q. How many years ago was that, do you recollect ?-A. That was done; I

think the last pound-net fishing was done about seven years ugo in the north
chainel.

Q. Now, Mr. Clarke, you have given a very fair statement of this matter; do
you recollect what the cause of the pound-net being allowed in the Georgian Bay
was ?-A. Yes, it was by representations made by Mr. Gothier; Mr. Gothier was a
fisherman at Sandwich.

Q. Do you know how it was that ho had influence to have all that done ?-A.
I could not say, but I know bis representations were that the principal spawning
grounds of the whitefish were at Killarney. He represented that his men opened
this imaginary line.

Q. Where was this imaginary line ?-A. It was from Cape Herd to Spanish
River.

Q, Then since that time there has been no pound-net fishing east of that line?
-A. Well, of course, that knocked the life out of us tellows; we sold and destroyed
our nets; I did so with mine, and the others did the same thing.

Q. Yon say that this destroyed the pound-net fishing industry in the Georgian
Bay ?-A. Yes, we al turned te gill-net fishing again.

Q. Are you of the opinion that was a correct statement that ail the whitefish
breeding grounds were east of that line ?-A. It was such from the description
given to the Government. It was then represented by Mr. Gothier that the young
whitefish frequented the waters east of this line.

Q. This has always been a puzzle, Mr.'Clarke? I have always been of that
imp)ression myself, but I am glad to hear it endorsed by you that Mr. Gothier
.abolished the use of pound-nets in the east of that line ou the Georgian Bay. Now,
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is it not a fact that the young whitefish largely frequent the waters west of this
imaginary line ?-A. Yes, they do.

Q. What is your reason for that, Mr. Clarke ?-A. Because of the large
quantities of young whitefish caught there, and that come from that locality; they
corne from the fishing stations in that locality.

Q. Would that locality include the Duck Islands ?-A. Yes, the Duck Islands
and the Little Missiasauge.

Q. Would that also take in the fisheries on the north shore of the Manitoulin ?
-A. Yes, on the north shore of the Manitoulin, at Thesion Point and Dollar Bay.

Q. Would that take in Killarney ?-A. No, that is further west.
Q. May I ask you, Mr. Clarke, whether there are many fish taken from the

nets in this channel ?-A. There is a current there that keeps the water in a state
of agitation there and that àtirs up food for them.

Q. Are these waters more protected than the open waters ?-A. Oh, certainly.
Q. And, therefore, the young whitefish prefer it ?-A. Yes.
Q. In what quantities have you seen these young whitefish going to market;

Would they be in large quantities ?-A. I have seen from one to four and five cars.
Q. What, at one time ?-A. Yes.
Q. Well, has this been pretty continuous ?-A. Well, I have taken notice to it

for the last two years. I have been there near the line for the last three years and
have called people's attention to it.

Q. Do you know if these young fish are taken from Mr. Gothier's nets ?-A. I
don't know from wbere they come; I know they are taken, that is all.

Q. Did you ifnow they were pasing through in transit to market?-A. I have
seen them here and in Butfalo and Detroit on the market.

Q. What would be about the probable average size of the whitefish you have
reference to ?-A. From ¾ to 1½ pounds; probably in a whole carload you would
not get one bigger than that.

Q. Are you speaking of whitefish altogether ?-A. Yes, sir,
Q. NQ more than a pound or a pound and a half in a whole carload ?-A. Well,

the whitefish would not exceed that.
Q. Could you give me a rough estimate as to the probable quantity of these fish

that are caught during the season ?-A. No, I could not.
Q. Have you seen them frequently passing in transit ?-A. Yes.
Q. Did you look particularly at them ?-A. Yes,- I generally made it my busi-

ness to look; I have seen them passing in transit and on the market.
Q. Does this same catch of smail fish apply in any way to the salmon-trout ?-

A. There are very few salmon-trout caught.
Q. What do you call a small salmon-trout in the same line as the whitefish ?-

A. Well, a pound ora pound and a half; of course the gill-net men get some, and they
get a cent or a cent and a half a pound, and if they catch 20 or 25 of these small
tr'ut they would consider that a good many to pull out at once; the gill-net men
will not fish where they are small trout, but move to other quarters. This of course
applies to the Georgian Bay.

Q. What is the reason of that ?-A. Weli, they go to other grounds.
Q. Is that by reason of the trout being small?-A. Yes, they won't carry on a

fishery where they are smaîl.
Q. Are thev considered marketable or as eatable, or as good to sell as the

larger ones ?-A. No, they are neither as good for eatable purposes nor for sale.
Q. Are there many of these small whitefish disposed of in the Canadian market ?

-A. No; they mostly all pass through to the American market ; of course there
are a few of these trout packed in with cars of other fish.

Q. Do the young whitefish pass the Canadian market?-A. They pass through
to the American market mostly.

Q. Is this practice carried on in the Georgian Bay?-A. No, not in the
Georgian Bay; this is all done beyond and west of the line, from Cape Hurd to
Spanish River.

Q. None of it done here, you say, from that established western lino ?-A. No;
none of these young whitefish are caught or shipped from the waterà east of thise
lins.
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Q. Would that be from the fact of the gill-nets being set on theý Georgian Bay
east, and the trap or pound-nets being-set on the west side of this line ?-A. Yes,
certainly that is the cause, it is on account of the mesh in the pound-nets.
- Q. Have you any knowledge of the size of the meshes in these pound-nets ?-A.

On an ordinary herring-net the meshes are very small.
Q. That is the body of the net you mean ?-A. Yes, sir. Tie meshes are so

small that they catch a small herring. d
Q. What would you call an ordinary sized herring ?-A. Oh; a half pound.
Q. Then do you think that accounts for all these small fish being caught in the

pound-nets ?-A. Yes, I think that is the cause of it.
Q. Do you use any seines of any kind ?-A. No, sir, I never used a seine in my

life.
Q. What about hoop-nets ?-A. I never used any.
Q. What is the size of the mesh in your gill-nets ?-A. Up to two or three years

ago, since the legal mesh was reduced from 5 to 4j inches, we use the 4½ mesh.
Q. What was it then? What did you use thon ?-A. Yes, I used 4½ and 4î. I

have fished with a mesh smaller than 4î, it was reduced to 4j from 5 inches.
Q Do you think that was beneficial in the interests of the fishery ?-A. No, sir,

I do not.
Q. For what reason, sir ?-A. Because it took the fish before they were matured.
Q. Because the smaller meshes took fish before they were matured ?-A. Yes;

I mean in this locality in the Georgian Bay.
Q. What is your idea with regard to the size of a salmon-trout, that would be

sufficiently matured and fit to lay its eggs on a general average ?-A. Well, that de-
pends on the locality and kind of water it frequents.

Q. Have you got two kinds of trout?-A. Yes, there is a summer fish and a
fall fish.

Q. What is the size of the summer fish generally ?-A. In Lake Huron they
will average from 21 to 4 pounds dressed.

Q. What will the autumn fish average as they are caught ?-A. They will aver-
age undressed from 3 to 5 pounds.

Q. What will the*average of the summer trout undressed be ?-A. From 3 to
4½ pounds.

Q. What would you consider the average fish that would be immature, that is
unfit to lay its eggs?-A. I have never noticed any spawu in what we call deep
water trout. The smallest, would weigh probably from 1½ pounds to 1¾ pounds.

Q. And with the fall fish what would be the smallest size that you would see
eggs in ?-A. Oh; we don't catch one black trout in a thousand in the autumn with
spawn in it.

Q. They are invariably the one size according to the locality-they are larger
than the summer trout ?-A. We cal them summer trout and fall trout. It is
because they frequent the top of the water.

Q. Which kind frequent the top of the water ?-A. The fall fish.
Q. The fall fish feed on what, sir?-A. On herring and flies. Out in deep wqer

he feeds all over.
Q. What does ho feed on in tho autumn ?-A. He goes in and feeds on crabs

and snails, etc.
Q. During the spawning season does he eat very much ?-A. No, I think not.

I have seen spawning fish when their stomach would be full of slime, probably on
outside shoals, slime of the rovks.

Q. What about the summer trout ?-A. He feeds principally on small herrings;
deep water herring-I don't know whether you call them herring or not; we call
them bloaters and ciscoes and herring and other fish. They eat anything they
can get after spawning.

Q. Do you know trout to be very voracious and eat almost anything they can
get ?-A. Yes, I know that the salmon-trout will eat anything they come across
except during the spawning season.

Q. Do they thon eat very little ?-A. Yes, they eat very littie in the spawnmng
season.
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Q. And are you of the opinion that there are two distinct species of trout in the
lake ?-A. I think there are three, just as well as there are English, Irish and
Scotchmen.

Q. What are the distinctive marks in the three different kinds of trout? Are
the summer kind one distinct trout?-A. Yes, sir, known as the top water trout, and
the fall trout. Then there is a run of what we call " mokers "-these are very large
fish.

Q. What are they probably on an average ?-A. Oh, they average some 18
pounds-a boat load will average that right through. Then tbere is the black-or
what we cal1 rock trout-these are fall trout. These are the ones that come in inthe
fall to spawn.

Q. What time do they generally come in ?-A. That depends upon the locality.
Q. Give us one instance ?-A. Well, in Lake Erie they come in about the 10th

September.
Q. When in Lake Huron ?-A. It would be later than in Lake Superior.
Q. Well what is the difference ?-A. There is a month's time between Duck

Island and our town here of Collingwood.
Q. In Lake Huron about what time do they come to spawn ?-A. About 20th

September.
Q. And in the Georgian Bay, when ?-A. Well, there are very few trout south

and east of Cabbage Head before-probably the 20th October.
Q. All these tish come in expressly for spawning ?-A. Yes, that is when they

come on the rock bottoms.
Q. How long are they in the act of spawning before they leave their beds again ?

-A. It don't take them long. They leave in as many more days, some 7 or 8 days.
Q. Does it take them a week ?-A. I think they would get through in twenty

minutes once they get ready and then they leave again immediately.
Q. Do they leave at once for deeper water ?-A. Weil, I think they come to the

surface-these fish I don't think frequent deep water very much-they stay with
the herring principally, and on reaching the surface again begin to feed.

Q. Weil, what do you eall the other kind of trout that you speak of ?-A. There
is another fish in Lake Superior what we call the red fin.

Q. Are the red fins a large or small fish ?-A. They are a smaller fish than the
ordinary Lake Superior fish and run nearly all one size.

Q. Do you know that other kind of trout they call the red salmon?-A. Oh,
yes, there are a few places up there where they are caught.

Q. Do you know anything about the ciscoes up there ?-A. Yes.
Q. What do you know about the ciscoes ?-A. Weil, they frequent deep water

for one thing.
Q. Well, why are they called ciscoes ?-A. I think it is because of their great

fatness. I wish I never saw any of them.
Q. Why do you say you wish you never saw them ?-A. Because they are a very

unprofitable fish.
Q. Are they numerous ?-A. Yes, very numerous.
Q. Are they principally taken in deep water or shallow water?-A. Deep

water, from 60 to 100 fathoms.
Q. Are they much used as an eatable fish ?-A. No, you cannot feed on themr;

if a man gets a feed on them once he bas diarrhœa for three or four days.
Q. What is the cause of that ?-A. I think it is from their oily nature.
Q. Do you think that prevents them from beinga marketable fish?-A. Yes,

I do.
Q. Is there nothing of that kind in the Georgian Bay ?-A. No, I have not

seen them in the Georgian Bay.
Q. Do you know of any distinct difference in whitefish ?-A. Oh, yes.
Q. Is there more than one kind of them ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. How many kinds of these ?-A. I think there are three kinds of whitefish.
Q. How do you distinguish them ?-A. Well, there are fish we catch in from

15 to 20 fathoms; that is the fish we principally fish for.
Q. What are they ?-A. Ordinary whitefish.,
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Q. What is the average size' of them?-A. Well, we catch them with a 4-
inch mesh; they will average from two pounds to two pounds five ounces.

Q. And what is the ,next size ?-A. The larger whitefish-the " moker " white-
fish-the same as the big trout.

Q. Where are they taken ?-A. In the shallower waters.
Q. What will they average ?--A. They will average on Lake Superior-and we

get them here on the Georgian Bay--they will average eight pounds dressed.
Q. What do you take these with ?-A. With large mesh gill-nets and pound-

nets.
Q. Well, these large mesh gill-nets will be about what size ?-A. About a 7-

inch mesh, and a 6-inch mesh.
Q. Are they a marketable fish ?-A. No, they are .not. You can only sell a

limited quantity of them.
Q. Well, now, what about the third kind ?-A. They are these little bloaters,

we catch in pretty deep water; they are a pretty fine fish.
Q. What will they average ?-A. It takes about 40 to 60 to make a package.
Q. Could you give about the average weight at all ?-A. oh, they would not

weigh more than a pound or nine ounces dressed.
Q. Are they as marketable as the others?-A. No, they don't carry well these

small whitefish. I never caught many of them in the Georgian Bay; they are
principally in Lake Superior.

Q. Are there none of any consequence in the Georgian Bay ?-A. No.
Q. Would a 3-inch gill-net catch these small whitefish ?-A. It would stop

quite a few of them.
Q. Would it also catch at odd times some of the medium or summer whitefish

in the Georgian Bay-a 3-inch gill-net ?-A. Oh, yes.
Q. It would catch numbers of the small and immature whitefish ?-A. Oh, yes,

it stops hundreds of them.
Q. And a 3-inch mesh seine would catch them large and small?-A. I don't

think a seine should be used in any case for catching whitefish and salmon-trout
without the mesh being a great deal larger than the gill-net, a quarter larger
anyway. Of course this don't apply to Lake Erie. It is Lake Huron, Lake
Superior and the Georgian Bay I refer to.

Q. Have you formed any opinion as to which is the more destructive, the
pound-net or the gill-net for general fishing in the Georgian Bay ?-A. Weil, where
I have been on the beach with the two nets, the pound-net has always been the
most destructive of the two.

Q. Why is that?-A. We judge on account of the mesh, and also that the
pound-net is used invariably where the young whitefish frequent.

Q. One reason, L suppose, i8 because it is closer to the shore ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, would you say it was on account of the mesh in the pot of the net ?-

A. Yes, I think so.
Q. What is the average size of the mesh ?-A. From one inch and a half to a

two-inch extension.
Q, Will this take any kind of small fish ?-A. It will catch almost everything.
Q. Will it take everything almost from a minnow upwards ?-A. It will take

fish off all kinds that are not marketable, no matter what kind.
Q. Everything that is unmarketable ?-A. Yes, sir. I put in two years on

Whitefish Point, probably one of the largest and best fisheries on the chain of lakes.
Q. Where is Whitefish Point ?-A. In Lake Superior, 40 miles above the Sault,

in the State of Michigan. I have seen probably one hundred thousand young white-
fish destroyed there in a season ; they are carried to the dump and thrown away.

Q. Was it on account of their smallness ?-A. Yes. When they would be put
in with a boat load they would get bruised on account of their softness.

Q. Have you ever seen instances of that kind in Canadian waters at all ?-A.
Yes, sir, L have seen some.

Q. Do you consider this most destructive to the fisheries ?-A. Yes.
Q. Where have you seen this done ?-A. At Thessalon Point.
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Q. Do you think these small fish would bedome good marketable fish if left
there longer?-A. Yes, they would get larger and become a marketable fish in a
year or two, and become able to reproduce their species.

Q. Bave you anything else to mention as to the two kinds of nets ?-A. No, I
think that covers it ail.

Q. In your experience as a fisherman, Mr. Clarke, bave you noticed when fish
may be in their best condition-take salmon-trout, what months are they in their
primest condition for market ?-A. In April and May, and up to June.

Q. What time are the whitefish at their best?-A. In the corresponding months
-any time from New Year out.

Q. Can you give any reason for this, is it because they are farthest from the
spawning season ?-A. Well, that is one cause, and the water is colder.

Q. Then is it your opinion that when the fish are spawning, or approaching to
spawn, they pre in poorer condition than at any other time ?-A. There is no doubt
about it. They are poorer because they do not feed as well in the act of spawning.

Q. Does this apply to all kinds of fish in your estimation ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. When the fish are spawning do they move around much ?-A. No, they do

not; you can go and pick one out for your breakfast or dinner or supper with your
bands.

Q. Would you pick a mother fish or female ?-A. No, a male fish.
Q. Where do you market your fish generally?-A. In Canada and the United

States-about 90 per cent in the United States.
Q. I supp•ose if the demand were all right you would sell here ?-A. Well, the

Canadian price is lower and the demand limited.
Q. Canada is not large enough to carry on the work to advantage ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Are there no large dealers to contract with on an extensive scale ?-A. No,

sir, none that would guarantee employment to the catchers.
Q. Who do you principally seli to bre?-A. I have been selling to the Buffalo

Fish Company, or at least they have been handling our stuff.
Q. Do they furnish the nets and tackle to carry it on, or do you furnish that

yourself ?-A. They advance the money to get the nets, etc., and give us a lino of
credit.

Q. Do they ever deduct anything from you for duty on fish going to the United'
States, or is that ever considered ?-A. No, sir.

Q. Do they all go free into the States ?-A. Yes, sir, they do.
Q. Do you know there is duty on them but they don't collect it ?-A. Well, I

don't wish to say too much on that point from the Canadian fishery standpoint. We
have not suffered from it.

Q. What is the average price that you get for your fish ?-A. Our whitefish
and salmon-trout are about the same thing. They average from 4½ to 5 cents per
pound-but they dropped this fall to 3j cents.

Q. Have you any idea whether that was on account of the extra quantities ?-
A. Yes, we have had heavy catches all through the year, and I think that was the
cause of the fali. Manitoba has to-day probably 2,500 tons of their own stock.
Lake Winnipeg is windy. I had a son on one of the tugs there this summer, and it
seems to me that there is something that the fish take in their stomach there, and
just as soon as the fish die they become swollen and are no good, and that is the
reason, I think, why the pound-net would be botter to keep the fish alive longer. I
think, Mr. Wilmot, it would be but fair and right to give them a chance to see if they
could catch fish with a pound-net in Lake Winnipeg, because from what I can learn,
there is a great deal of current in the lake and that raises a sediment in the lake
which will hide it.

Q. Have you any idea as to the time when the fish are ripest to spawn ?-A.
That depends on the locality.

Q. In your experience, do you find any month in the season when you suffer
from inclement weather more than another ?-A. Oh, yes, the bad weather starts
about the middle of October, and earlier on Lake Superior.

Q. This continues through, I suppose?-A. Yes, invariably.
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Q. And it is during that time you lose most of the nets ?-A. Yes, the currents
are beavy in the 'lakes, then.

Q. Now, what is your idea with regard to the Sunday close time ?-A. Lt is
impracticable-it could not be done.

Q. Have you any knowledge of the Americans fishing in Canadian waters
at ail ?-A. The two years that I fished at Whitefish Point, the half of them were
Americans.

Q. Is this pretty general?-A. Where the boundaries are close together it is.
Q. Then you don't suffer from Americans fishing in the Georgian Bay ?-A. No.
Q. Have you fished in Lake Huron ? Have you noticed this interference at all

there ?-A. Lt is the case when they take tugs at Goderich and at Sandfield, but it
is mostly on the boundary line between the two countries-one will poach as much
as the other, the only difference being that the Americans fish in November and the
Canadians don't.

Q. Do they fish in the close season ?-A. Yes, whilst the Canadian has to
observe one; of course the Government know as we draw their attention to it.
The Americans have no restrictions as to the kind of nets or licenses which is an
injustice to the Canadian fishermen.

Q. Why do you say that is an injustice to Canadian fishermen?-A. Because
they compete in the same market and we have the transportation against us and the
Americans have this to the good.

Q. Have not they got to transp.ort to the States, too ?-A. Yes, but they are
closer and their transportation is easier.

Q. Are you of the opinion that it is judicious on the part of the authorities to
have a proper close season for the perservation of the fish ?-A. That is the material
question.

Q. Do you consider that it is advisable to have properly selected close seasons
to mai'ntain the fisheries of the country ?-A. Well, when I was talking to Mr.
Tupper a year ago or a little better, he said our people were then trying, and had
been trying for a number of years, to bring about an arrangement where both people
could be suited with international arrangements, which would be an advantage to the
country and to fishermen of both countries. I think it is pretty hard to tic the
Canadian up in November, and let the Yankees go ahead, because it don't save the
fish-they are a thing that will migrate and move from one bdy of water to another,
that is the general opinion.

Q. Whether do you think it desirable on the part of this country to have a
closed season or not ?-A. Well, I have given you my view on the matter.

Q. But as a Canadian subject and a person carrying on traffic in the country, is
it right if the Americans have no laws for the preservation of their fish, that we
should have none either ? Take for instance the Georgian Bay, there is no possibi-
lity of the fish of the Georgian Bay going over to the other side? Don't you think
close seasons are beneficial in our waters and lakes that are entirely surrounded,
and are wholly Canadian, such as Winnipeg, Nipigon, and Lake of the Woods ?-
A. Yes, but I think there should be joint action and that the Americans should have
a law to observe the close season also. I may tell you that it is no use to attempt that
matter, as the Federal Government has no control over the individual states. But if
it could be arranged with the Americans that they should have close seasons, I
would say let us have the same thing. If we were the consumers of the fish I would
say close the season, but when we have to sell 95 per cent to " Uncle Sam " I say put
us on equal footing-if the United States have not got close seasons, the Canadians
should have the same fair play, because the Canadian fisherman's market is almost
wholly in the United States, 90 per cent anyway.

Q. When are your nets generally put down first ?-A. About the opening of
navigation-say about the 1st May; it won't vary more than four or five days one
way or another.

Q. When do you take them up ?-A. They remain set then until the close of
the season ; 75 per cent of the catch is completed by the first September when the
fishing business is over.
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Q. The close season would not affect very many then ?-A. No, just a few
fishermen.

Q. Does this apply to the whitefish, salmon-trout, yellow pike, sturgeon and
pickerel fishery also ?-A. Yes, all of them.

Q. Is the pickerel fishery of any consequence here ?-A. Yes, there are very
large quantities caught here, and there is a good demand.

Q. What part of the bay are they taken froin ?-A. From Waubashene and
Thessalon Point.

Q. Well, what do yôu call yellow pickerel ?-A. The regular wall-eyed pike,
as they are calléd in the United States.

Q. Do they run a pretty good size ?-A. Well, late in the season they would
average fully four pounds.

Q. Have you ever seen any blue pickerel?-A. There is no such fish known
here as blue pickerel, I have never seen any of them here.

Q. Are they spring spawners ?-A. Oh, yes.
Q. When do they spawn ?-A. About April and May, part of each month.
Q. Is there any winter fishing carried on here ?-A. No, not in this vicinity.
Q. When you say not in this vicinity, what do you mean?-A. Well, from

Christian Islands north, and right around; of course, there is some done at Wabau-
shene, and Penetanguishene, and among the Islands on the north side of the bay,
a.nd east up to the Mink Islands, and from the Mink Islands to Waubashene.

Q. Do you know of bass fish of any consequence up there ?-A. There are some
bass caught on the north shore, probably 30 tons of bass come through here in a year.

Q. Are they principally' taken with nets, do you suppose ?-A. I think they are.
Q. What kind of nets ?-A. I don't know. they are not takeri with giil-nets, and

pound-nets ain't allowed-some are caught with a troll, and hook and line-I can't
tell you how they are caught, but they come there.

Q. Do you know when they spawn ?-A. Not exactly, I think it is in October,
that is the time they come in on shore.

Q. Do you know of any spearing or shooting of fish being done here ?-A. Tbe
Indians do some spearing of trout, and the farmers do a little spearing, but a speared
fish is not a marketable tish.

Q. What is your idea with regard to artificial production ?-A. I think, by all
means, that the hatcheies are a benefit to the fisheries.

Q. Now, can you give me your idea with regard to the most valuable fish that
frequents this bay. ?-A. Well, the supply is changed, and also the kind in the last
five years, now trout are becoming the most valuable fisi. Yellow pike and bass
bring more money, but there is not many of them caught. There is now so many
summer resorts being opeued up that the trout makes a better dinner. .

Q. Well, how does that make him more valuable ?-A. The demands are greater,
take for instance the State of New York, a single hotel will order five barrels in a
nornng.

Q. Do yo say the people prefer the trout to the whitefish as a dinner fish ?-
A. Yes.

Q. Which of these fish have fallen off the most.in your memory, the salmon-
trout, or whitefish; can you give us any comparison now as with former years ?-A.
I think the trout have fallen off more than the whitefish.

Q. When you say fallen off, in what way do you mean? What would be the
proportion that has fallen off in comparison with eight years ago ?-A. Well, take
it eight years ago and the present time, the falling off on the spring catch is
fully 30 per cent. Now, on the north shore, or any place in the Georgian Bay up to
the lst June, you won't get any whitefish.

Q. Wbat with regard to the autumn catch ?-A. Well, I think this fall I never
got a bigger haul of trout than I got this vear.

Q. Do you think the fall trout are about the same, then ?-A. Yes, about the
same.

Q. How does this compare with whitefish, say now and eight years ago ?-A.
Oh, whitefish have dropped off more than 30 por cent. We don't know what was in
the lake at al], we caught fish 15 and 20 years ago only on the shores.
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Q. Did you fish up near Squaw Island ?-A. Yes.
Q. Weil, were the fish more plentiful years ago than they are now ?-A. Of

course, 20 years ago if a man was to take a gang of nets to Squaw Island, like they
do now, it would take a small schooner to carry the fish away; at ail times summer
fish were plentiful, and the autumn fish were plentiful 20 years ago at certain seasons
of the year along the coast as they were passing.

Q. What time of the year were they the most abundant as a rule ?-A. Weil,
take it in November, the whitefish in this vicinity would be the most abundant.

Q. Salmon-trout, when ?-A. In October they are just as plentiful as ever.
Q. Are whitefish taken on the same grounds, or are they of any consequence at

all here ?-A. There ain't any more whitefish on these grounds.
Q. Have you to go away for them?-A. We don't get them in the fall at all.
Q. Are salmon-trout here yet ?-A. Yes, they seem to be about as numerous as

ever.
Q. Is that in September and October ?-A. Yes.
Q. Do you know anything about the Wiarton fishing grounds at Colpoy's Bay ?-

A. Yes.
Q. What would you call the fish you catch there ?-A. These we call black trout.
Q. Do you say then, generally speaking, the fish have declined considerably

within the last 20 or 30 years ?-A. I would say from 30 to 40 per cent.
Q. Have you any reasons of your own that you could give for this decrease ?-

A. I think the decrease has been caused by overfishing and fishing in the spawning
time.

Q. Then your principat salmon-trout fisheries are in what locality of the bay?
-A. Well, I think along the south shore of the Manitoulin Island and on the east
shore of Lake Huron.

Q. What about the Georgian Bay here ?-A. Weil, we only catch them in any
quantities in May here, and again in September or the fall.

Q. That means in October, does it ?-A. Yes, October and November.
Q. In what localities are the whitefish principally caught?-A. Weil, from the

Western Islands on the Georgian Bay along the north shore and up the north pas-
sage to Thessalon Point.

Q. You say a few on the south shore ?-A. No, none on the south shore.
Q. You said they were taken plentifully at one time ?-A. Yes, in the fall of

the year.
Q. Have you taken many?-A.'Oh, from 1,700 and upwards with one gang

of nets.

By Mr. Harris:

Q. I want you to show me on the map where these fisheries are. (Produces
map and shows Lake Huron.) Where is Duck 1sland in the Georgian Bay ?-A.
Duck Island is on the south shore of the Manitoulin.

Q. Where are your fisheries where you fish With pound-nets and other nets ?-
A. In the north, generally about north-west of Squaw Island, in what we call Caga-
wanuck Bay and Campbell's Point.

Q. And where are they ?-A. North from the Manitoulin Island to the main
shore. It is from one to two and three miles wide and some places ten or sixteen
or eighteen miles.

Q. What is the average depth of the water in that place ?-A. Probably from
eighteen to twenty feet on the north channel, or back of the channel it is from
eighteen to thirty fathoms.

Q. How many pound-nets are there ont there ?-A. I had four.
Q. Had any other persons pound-nets there besides yourself?-A. Yes, the

Noble Brothers.
Q. What year was that ?-A. About seven or eight years ago, up to the time

that this dividing line was run from Spanish River to Cape Hurd.
Q. Where is Spanish River ? Show me it on the map ?-A. (Shows Spanish

River on the map.) All west of that line you can fish with pound-nets, or trap-nets,
but east of it you could not.

215

A. 1893



Ontario Fishery Commission.

Q. Were there seven or eight more pound-nets besides yours ?-4. Yes, there
were quite a number.

Q. What sized meshes had the bodies in these nets ?-A. I think ours was a
two-inch; it would pull about two-inch extension.

Q. That J suppose was about the size as a rule ?-A. Well, I brought mine
from Point Abbey, Lake Erie.

Q. Were none of the other nets any larger ?-A. None that I know of.
Q. What kind of fish would you catch ?-A. Some sturgeon, trout, bass, pickerel,

a general variety.
Q. Any sheepheads ?-A. Yes.
Q. Any dogfish ?-A. Yes. We call them "lawyers " here.
Q. Pretty ravenous, ain't they ?-A. Yes, they are pretty good feeders.
Q. How often do you move your nets?-A. Pound-nets, every other morning.
Q. What depth of water do you put the bodies of your nets in ?-A. Twenty-

eight and thirty feet.
Q. What length of lead ?-A. Perhaps four or five rods.
Q. How close to the shore do they run, in what depth of water ?-A. About four

feet.
Q. Did you fish with a steam tug2-A. No, Mr. Noble used a tug.
Q. Can pound-net fishing be carried on better with a tug than a sail boat ?-A.

Yes, if you bave nets enough to make it pay.
Q. How many pound-nets could a steam tug use ?-A. Oh, that would depend

upon the distance apart.
Q. Well, say a mile apart?-A. Oh, I think, say from 10 to 15. I don't tbink

they would be able to get over 15 nets.
Q. About what distance ought the pound-nets to b apart so as not to injure

the fishery?-A. Probably, I think, about two miles, although most places J have
seen them a good deal closer. They should be further a part in the channel than in
the open lake. I think they should fish in the channe[ without them, they come
on to the beach and dont move much.

Q. Have you an ice-house ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. No freezer, I suppose ? -A. No, not just now.
Q. How near do the gill-net men fish to you when fishing there ?-A. Oh, within

two or three hundred yards around us, and in the shallow water. I have seen it
when the pound-nets would get from two to five tons in a day, and I have set gill-
nets clean around them, and not got 50 pounds.

Q. Have you ever seen nets with the fish dead in them ?-A. No, not unless
something would strike them and kill them, or sometimes in a storm.

Q. Doyou think fishing, as conducted 6 or 7 years ago, was proper?-A. I
think it was, if the meshes were right.

Q. By the mesh I suppose you mean the mesh in the body ?-A. Yes.
Q. What size do you think that mesb should have been ?-A. 1 think it should

have been 4î.
Q. It would then catch whitefish of what size ?-A. From 2j to 3 pounds.
Q. Trout of what size ?-A. About the same, they might be a little smaller, say

2 pounds.
Q. If pound-net fishing were carried on again with that sized mesh, would you

think it less destructive than any other kind of fishing ?-A. I think it a nice way
of fishing. A great many of the fish caught with pound-nets would not be caught
with gill-nets; we never catch yellow pike and pickerel with gill-nets.

Q.' Are the yellow pickerel one of the best fishes in the lake for table use ?-A.
It is the bèst fish it seems, from a dealer's standpoint. It ranks the best; it is a fish
that carries well, and you sell it quick.

Q. Are they pretty plentiful up there ?-A. Yes, in certain seasons of the year,
from spring till about the middle ot July.

Q. Do you call them yellow pike?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are. they a ravenous fish ?-A. Yes; the first thing after spawning the

pickerel is looking for something to eat, and will eat anything it can swallow.
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Q. Would young whitefish be a portion of that fish's food ?-A. I suppose it
would. The herring or the whitefish is just as ravenous as the pickerel at that
season of the year, they will eat other fish as quick as the pickerel.

Q. Do herring eat young whitefish ?-A. Yes, and whitefish eat young herring.
Q. What season of the year are they the most ravenous ?-A. The herring, in the

spring of the year early, and along a bout August you can go down to this dock and
take down a hurdred minnows and you will get a herring, or a half a dozen, for
every minnow you have got, and you will catch an odd whitefish right along with
the herring.

Q. Have you caught whitefish with a hook ?-A. I have caught lots of them
myself with a hook.

Q. Have you seen a considerable number of small immature fish shipped from
this country to the StÉtes ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have these shipments been at various times in large quantities ?-A. Yes.
Q. Where are they principally caught ?-A. In the north channel above Little

Current.
Q. Was that the time the pound-nets were used, or since ?-A. Both at that

time and now. There never was as many caught as the past season.

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. Can you t.ell who caught those small fish, will you tell?-A. Certainly I
will let you know.

Q. Who caught these fish then ?-A. C. Noble, jr., & Brother and Lapointe,
and I think the nets belong to Gauthier and others.

Q. Was it Noble and Gauthier thon that shipped these small fish-down for
where ?-A. Most of them come this way and to Wiarton. The Dollar Bay and Thes-
salon fish have to go through the American channel to DeTour.

Q. Are these Dollar Bay fish caught with nets the same as the other fish ?-A.
No ; there are more or less nets in all these islands, Pike's Bay and Missisagga
Islands in the vicinity of the Manitoulin.
\ Q. Do you know anything about Cameron Island ?-A. No, sir.

Q. Were the Gauthier nets set at the mouth of the Spanish River?-A. Yes.
Q. Do you know that numbers of small whitefish were also caught off islands

at the mouth of the Spanish River ?-A. The fish caught about Spanish River are
principally pike, and sometimes sturgeon are caught in the clear water off the Mani-
toulin Islands.

Q. Are these fish caught in pound-nets?-A., Yes, sir. They have been doing
some nice fishing there with one or two nets.

Q. Where does Gauthier ship his fish ?-A. They go to Detroit, although nobody
will ever know what Gauthier has been doing.

Q. Have you any suggestions to make as to how the catching of these small
fish could be stopped ?-A. Yes, sir. As I told you before, make the crib of the net
not less than 4¾-inch mesh and in the body.

Q. If pound-nets were licensed to responsible parties to fish these waters with
steam tugs, would that be a protection to the small whitefish ?-A. I don't think so.
I would like to give you my reasons, for whenever taking young fish out of pound-nets
of a pound and less in weight, every place a whitefish touches is bruised or hurt,
and in a very short time you will find them dead; and where there are lots of pound-
nets you may dip out a half a dozen nets and inany fish will become putrefied and
rotten.

Q. Would that apply to 4þinch mesh ?-A. Not much.
Q. Are you now speaking of nets with an inch body ?-A. Yes.

- Q. Would all the fish caught in a 4-inch mesh be marketable ?-A. I would
say 4ï mesh would be about right.

Q. Do you say that if a fish sits in this mesh itholds him ?-A. Yes, a fish that
touches it, stays there.

Q. Have some of these small fish been shipped through to Buffalo ?-A. Yes,
plenty of them.
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Q. Would there be any difficulty in making regulations to seize those fish, to
confiscate them, they could be easily traced ?-A. They have all been made away
with now.

Q. If there was a regulation to confiscate immature whitefish, say under two
pounds, and trout under two pounds, what would the result of that be ?-A. That
would rest with the Government. I should think there would be no trouble if a
regulation of that character were established.

Q. Is this fishing done openly and surreptitiously ?-A. Yes, tir, and shipped
along with other fish.

Q. Do you think it would be a benefit if the Governmnent would seize all
immature fish ?-A. Certaiuly, I do.

Q. An immature whitefish, what size would it be generally, and about what
weight ?-A. Generally about one and a haIf pounds or one and a third pounds.

Q. An immature salmon-trout would weigh about what ?-A. About the same.
Q. And do you think a 4¾-inch mesh would prevent their destruction ?-A.

Yes, sir.
Q. Would a 4-inch mesh allow these small immature fish to escape ?-A. No, it

would not, not without hurting themselves.
Q. Do you say about 90 per cent of the 'catch of the fish here go to the States ?

-A. Yes, sir, from the Georgian Bay and Lake Huron, and I might say from Lake
Superior.

Q. Then, if a hatchery is established, 90 per cent of what are hatched out will
go over to the other side ?-A. Well, if we can hatch fish here for ten cents a hun-
drpd and sell them for $12.50, that is a good speculation.

Q. This hatchery, then, would be principally for the benefit of the fishermen ?
-A. Not any more than their American hatcheries would benefit us; of course,, it
would give employment to a large number of people and would bring a lot of money
into our country; there are 150 men in this town that won't do anything else only
follow the water.

Q. Do you think all fishermen would have a larger supply and a greater demand
for their fish?-A. Yes, with a hatchery I can supply Canada with all the whitefish
they want; it would be like a drop of water in a bucket; south and west of the
Canadian Pacifie Railway, that is brought from Sudbury down this way.

Q. Well, looking at it that way, if a hatchery is established and small fish put
in the Georgian Bay, do you think it necessary that some protection should be had
for these fish before they can mature ?-A. The small fish ain't marketable after
you catch them and you would only get an inferior price for them, and if they were
put in trom a hatchery they could be preseived till mature.

Q. How could this be done ?-A. By the mesh of the net.
Q. And by what else ?-A. I think the mesh in the net would be fully as much

as the close season.
Q. What else?-A. This can be obtained by a proper sized mesh, say 4î in the

pound-nets and 4Î in the gill-nets.
Q. Is there any other means by which these little fish could be preserved to

come to maturity ?-A. There is only one way, having a proper close season, pre-
venting the Americans as well as Canadians; we start at Pigeon River, away 150
miles west, and we fish down this way.

Q. Are you talking of Lake Superior, too ?-A. Yes; take from the Sault down
to Kingston, and you can go down as far as Sangeen Bay, it is nearly as big as the
Georgian Bay.

Q. Then you think if these northern waters were stocked with fish from
hatcheries, the most stringent regulations should be made to prevent their destruc-
tion in the Georgian Bay until they arrive at maturity ?-A. Well, in the way I
spoke of formerly, I believe so.

Q. Do you say, Mr. Clarke, they should be taken care of until mature; they are
not a good fish to catch at a pound or a pound and a half ?-A. 1 might just as well
say that I am in favour of the close season and be done with it.

Q. If the Georgian Bay waters were stocked with young fry from hatcheries,
should they be taken care of until matured ?-A. Yes, sir, that is my opinion.218
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Q. Well, what parts of the year are trout caught on the islands in the north
channel ?-A. In the spring and fall.

Q. Are they not there in the summer ?-A. They are there, but they are on
the surface; that is what we call "potguts"; the black trout I don't know where
they go. I have seen these nets get a ton of black trout in a morning and then
they would leave.

Q. Now, when do whiteflish appear about the north channels ?-A. They move
with the moons up and down. They are there sometimes in one locality and some-
times in another.

Q. Where are the whitefish spawning grounds principally ?-A. From the Mink
Islands to Thessalon on the north shore principally.

Q. Where principally would be jhe spawning grounds of the trout ?-A. From
Mississauga to down about the Scotch Bonnets on the east shore of Lake Huron, and
the west shore of the Georgian Bay, and from Tobfrmory to Collingwood.

Q. Now in the event of a hatchery being estabtlished here could you get a plen-
tiful supply of eggs ?-A. Yes, we could have a plentiful supply of trout and white-
fish, we have a steamer for it from both the north and south shore, there is Killar-
ney, Bustard Islands, Byng Inlet, Point Barry, Mink Island and above that also.

Q. Are these ail spawning grounds in the months of October and November ?-
A. Well, it is according to how the moon is.

Q. Are you speaking of whitefish or salmon-trout?-A. At these points white-
fish spawn principally in the fall.

Q. At what distance from the shore ?-A. From one to three hundred yards.,
Q. Could they be easily netted there ?-A. Yes.
Q. What kind of nets ?-A. Gill-nets.
Q. Are they the only kind of nets-the reason why I ask you is because fish

caught in a gill-net would be useless for a hatchery ?-A. You could not use pound-
nets for a hatchery-they would have to be caught with a gill-net.

Q. Would the difficulty with pound-nets be on account of the rocky bottom ?-
A. Yes.

Q. Do yon know anything about Colpoy's Bay ?-A. Yes, the one is a forma-
tion of clay and limestone and the other is clear granite, without you get between
the rocks and the islands. You will readily understand that in catching fish in a-gill-
net you have to haul up the nets at once, before they die; but if caught in a pound-
net they can remain for a week or a fortnight if necessary-before taking the eggs
from them.

Q. Is there a sandy bottom there ?-A. No, it is a curious thing, fish spawning;
the coarser the fish the rougher is their spawning ground, they drop down into the
rocks.

Q. Is there a current there ?-A. Up where these whitefish spawn there is no
current.

Q. What depth is the water ?-A. From one to four feet, and the shallower the
water, the thicker the whitetish,-they spawn on the flat rocks up to twelve inches
in depth.

Q. Are. there any bays or little capes that could be fenced in as a reservoir to
keep fish in when caught ?-A. Yes, there is a belt of land there, six or eight miles
wide, where fish could be kept in abundance ; this, of course, would be of no use
unless caught alive to be put into it.

Q. In the event of a place being found there for that purpose what length of a
trip would it be from there to Collingwood ?-A. About one hundred miles.

Q. The time conting in ordinary weather would be about what ?-A. About ten
hours.

Q. By steamer or by tag ?-A. By our boat, it is a tug.
Q. Where would salmon-trout eggs be got readily ?-A. I think if I was going

to set a pound-net for eggs. I would go to Cape Reach.
Q. What about Vale's Point?-A. It is pretty hard to do much there.
Q. Where is Cape Reach ?-A. It is about 25 miles away. I have been fishing

on grounds, whitefish grounds, ,when the fish would come in in a body and lay their
eggs and disappear just as mysteriously-this year the fish where 15 days late. I
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believe there is more than a month between Manitoba and Ontario. Our bottom is
bad, take it where we had our whitefishing grounds, the bottom of the Georgian Bay is
becorning literally rotten with the bark of those large rafts of timber coming out of
the French River-for instance they start for Lake Huron, the prevailing wind in
this country is from the west and coming frorn different streams of the pineries on
the shores of the bay, I have known a raft to lie for three or four days in sight
right over the principal feeding grounds of the whitefish, and it is both destructive
to the fish and also to the nets, because whon a gang of nets get arnongst them
tbey have to throw them away or take two or three weeks to clean them.

Q. Do you think the natural food of the whitefish is destroyed by these deposits ?
-A. Yes. the fishing grounds are destroyed, besides the destruction of the nets.

Q. You say the natural food of the whitefish at this season is small insets, and
it is destroyed by this broken bark and its effects?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Hence the whitefish leave these grounds ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you refer to rafts that have been towed to Michigan ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you say this bark and these rafts are injurious to fish ?-A. Yes, and a

worse injury to the nets, because you might just as well throw away your net.
Q. Ilow does this bark effect the net ?-A. It gets into it and sticks to the

meshes of the nets and rots the twine.
Q. What may be the size of some of these rafts ?-A. Some of them cover

from fifty to seventy acres.
Q. That is a pretty large raft, is it not?-A. Yes, sir, one raft will cover an

area of from fifty to seventy acres.
Q. Are these rafts very numerous ?-A. You can nearly always see one cross-

ing ihe bay.
Q. To what point do they generally go ?-A. Principally to Saginaw, and

different points in Michigan, and some to Tonawanda in New York State.
Q. Is this traffic increasing in quantity yearly ?-A. Yes, very rapidly; the

last two years there have been immense quantities since the duty was taken off
the logs.

Q. Are you speaking in this case of the feeding grounds ?-A. Of course; these
rafts keep away frorm the shore and do not affect the breeding grounds, as the latter
are near the shore, whilst the other are out in the deep water.

Q. If it has only the effect of driving fish from their feeding grounds, it does
not kill the fish at ail ?-A. No.

Q. It merely makes them Jeave their feeding grounds ?-A. May this be the
reason so many are oaught in the north passage.

Q. Well, how would a hatchery remedy this fault?-A. Which fault?
Q. These logs and debris ?-A. It would not remedy them at all. If the

Government allows them to go on the same as they bave been there -will soon be
none to fish.

Q. A hatchery would benefit some parts of the bay which now seem depleted,
you think ?-A. Oh, certainly, this would be a splendid place for whitefish.

Q. Would it have a tendency to resuscitate the whitefish where they were al-
most gone ?-A. Yes, it would help.

Q. Would this be on the south shore ?-A. I have seen it on the south shore
after a heavy south-wester, the spawn washed up into a lather in spawning season,
especially with a south-west or south-east gale.

Q. What kind of spawn was it ?-A. It was whitefish spawn, I am sure.
Q. What ti me of the year would this be, Mr. Clarke ?-A. Along about the first

of November.
Q. What about the herring spawn ?-A. The herrings are very thick in this bay.
Q. Are they also on the north shore ?-A. Yes, you can take an ordinary

market basket and dip them out faster than ten men would salt them.
Q. How could you discern the difference between whitefish and herring spawn ?

-A. Al the difference in the world. The eggs of the whitefish spawn are as large
as three herring eggs. These whitefish are nearly like the Manitoba fish.

Q. What becomes of the herring eggs ?-A. They go into the rivers to spawn,
and in this end of the bay they spawn on the sand 6each.
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Q. With this destruction of spawn all these arguments are put to show the
necessity of having a hatchery ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you suppose ail fish eat one another?-A. Yes, fish eat fish all the way
through.

Q. Do you say herrings are very destructive to small whitefish ?-A. Yes.
You made an illustration a few moments ago about fish, that before the lakes were
fished out, about there being a better quality, well, I don't quite agree with you, Mr.
Wilmot. I do to quantity, but not to quality; a few years ago I didn'# feel very
well, and I thought I would take a little tour in the way of discovery, and I went to
Lake Superior and went to Bear River and took the Canadian Pacifie Railway down
to Nipigon, and went up the bay ,to the river and made a thorough test and survey
andsounding-this lake is literally alive with fish of an inferior quality.

Q. What-kind of fish?-A. Trput, whitefish and sturgeon, and yellow pike and
pickerel; the pickerel are a good class, but the trout, in 200 of them you would not
get two alike, big heads, humps, small tails, and the whitefish would not weigh more
than l Ibs. a piece.

Q. What size are the trout ?-A. The trout run from ail sizes-from 1 to 25 Ibs.
Q. What condition are they in ?-A. They are a poor fish and eat poor. Near

that is a lake, if there was some fish taken out of it and restocked and crossed by
the breed, it would be better.

Q. What is the size of Lake Nipigon ?-A. Lake Nipigon, as near as I could
guess at it, is about 600 miles around, that is the coast 1ne.

Q. Do you bring this up as an off-set, and say this case is one in which the fish
in their normal state were poor and plentiful ?-A. Yes.

Q. Hence you believe that if a number were caught out that the rest would be
better ?-A. There is no doubt about it. I believe that is on the principle of former
years, the smaller the quantity, the better the quality.

Q. Did you say pike, pickerel, &c., were not a saleable fish at one time here ?-
A. Oh, yes, they were saleable, but the Americans bad enough to supply the demand
at one time. but are obliged to come to Canada now.

Q. What is the average weight of whitefish now ?-A. The average weight of
whitefish now is down pretty small, they will average about 2 lbs. 5 oz., and they
were formerly 2î lbs.

Q. We are informed that there are about 4,000 tons of fish sold here annually,
that is from the north shore of the Georgian Bay, north of the Manitoulin Island,
that number at 2 ibe. to the fish, would be between 3,000,000 and 4,000,000 fish, admit-
ting the addition to be right, now if a fair proportion of these fish were taken when
not spawning, ail right, but if those that escape the nets in the open season are
killed at the spawning time in close season also, you not only destroy these 3,000,000
or 4,000,000 fish, but you destroy the reproduction of those which would have been
saved if fish had not been caught by the fishermen in November when ripe to spawn.

Meeting adjourned sine die.

Capt. McGREGOR'S statements as elicited by interrogations of Mr. Samuel
Wilmot, at Ottawa:

Q. Your name, Capt. MeGregor ?-A. Alexander Murray McGregor.
Q. What is your occupation ?-A. Master mariner.
Q. Are you acquainted with the ,fisheries and fishing generally ?-A. Yes.
Q. HIow long have you been conversant with the fisheries, etc. ?-A. Since 1840.
Q. What countryman are you ?-A. Canadian.
Q Are you acquainted with the various modes of fishing, pound-net fishing, gill-

netfishing, &c. ?-A. Yes.
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Q. What descriptions of fish are you more intimately acquainted with ?-A.
Salmon-trout, whitefish, herring and pickerel.

Q. In what waters ?-A. Georgian Bay and Lake Huron.
Q. Could you give a description of the kind of net that you see used principally

in Georgian Bay?-A. The nets that are used vary in size; the twine is imported
from the old country. The mesh used for salmon-trout and whitefish is generally
4½ inches, but after being in the water for some time it shrinks, so that it becomes
less than 4½ inches.

Q. Then the mesh of 4½ inches after being used becomes actually less than the
legal size ?-A. Yes.

Q. To sustain the legal size the nets should be of what size ?-A, About 4¾
inches.

Q. Do you think they shrink from k to * of an inch ?-A. Yes.
Q. Do you know anything about seine-fishing ?-A. I used to- fish with seines

myself, catching herring.
Q. Do you know the size of mesh of pound-nets used in Georgian Bay ?-A. I

do not know; I never fished with one of these; but they are of different sizes.
Q. With regard to gill-nets, what is the size of mesh used ?-A. From 4-½ to 5

inches. I saw some as large as 5j inches, but they were the exception.
Q. Is there a difference in the size of the mesh used for summer and winter

tisbing ?-A. I do not think so. I think they use the same sized meshes in winter
as in summer.

Q. In your knowledge of the fisheries, are salmon-trout of larger size in the win-
ter than in the summer?-A. Tbey were not so formerly when I was first fishing,
but they are smaller now as a rule than formerly.

Q. Are fish scarcer now than formerly t-A. I think so; certainly the herring
are scarcer. The salmon-trout and whitefish have also fallen off considerably.

Q. To wbat cause do you attribute this failing off ?-A. I attribute it to people
using a greater number of nets than they can attend to. The nets are left in the
water until the fish decay and have to be thrown away. This last fall I lifted some
nets and I think at least a ton of rotten fish had to be thrown out of them.

Q. You know that fact of your own knowledge ?-A. Yes.
Q. What season was that ?-A. in November.
Q. Would that apply pretty generally to the fishing that was carried on through

November ?-A. Yes. .
Q. What was the cause of the nets being left out until the fish became rotten;

was it on account of stormy weather ?-A. That had something to do with it, but
the principal cause was the excessive quantities of nets used.

Q. Do you ihink this a serious matter, and that it will damage the fisheries ?-
A. I think it will deplete the fisheries altogether if allowed to continue.

Q. In what portions of the bay did you find this destructive work going on in
November ?-A. I have observed it in places three miles off shore; three to four
miles; on the honey-combed bottom rocks which are the real spawning grounds of
the fish. This destruction was going on among the parent fish; there was any
quantity of spawn in the fish, and also in the boats.

Q. Do you thirik this is a most serious injury to the fisheries of the bay ?-A.
I certainly do.

Q. Would this destruction be caused by the excessive number of nets apply to
the whitefish as well as tb salmon-trout?-A. Yes.

Q. What is your idea, Captain, as to the time when salmon-trout and whitefish
are in primest condition ?-A. In the spring of the year. In the months of 'May
and June. They become a littie impaired in July.

, Q. What condition are they in at their spawning time ?-A. They are not fit
for food. They are quite a different articleo wbat they are when in good condition.

Q. Yet there is a market demand for them, and they are caught and sold as
food ?-A. Yes, they are caught and placed in freezers, and sold along with other
fish.

Q. Can you tell me what is the size of an immature fish, a fish incapable of repro-
ducing its species ?-A. Anything in the shape of a trout under 2 pounds would be an
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immature fish. In fact, they are very seldom sent to market under that size. As
a rule the small fish when caught are thrown away with the offal, and become a
total loss. They do not keep as long in nets as the larger fish, but often get injured
and become bad much more quickly than the immature fish.

Q. What would you cali an unsaleable or undersized whitefish?-A. The white-
fish vary in size in different places; the average weight is from 4 to 5 'pounds.
Many of them weigh as high as 15 and 16 pounds. A whitefish of 2 pounds would
be an immature fish.

Q. Do you think that if a regulation were established prescribing a mesh that
would allow salmon-trout and whitefish of 2 pounds and under to escape, it would be
beneficial to the fisheries ?-A. Yes, unquestionably, and then there would bo more
fisb in the lakes and of better quality. A 5-inch mesh should be the lowest isize
licensed for whitefish and salmon-trout. By that means the small and immature
fish would escape. I saw pound-nets with small meshes in the neighbourhood of
Cornell and Thessalon, fron which large quantities of small fish wore thrown away.

Q. Is that carried on pretty extensively ?-A. Yes.
Q. Do you know about the Duck Island fisheries ?-A. 1 know the island, but

do not know much about the fisheries.
Q. Have you any knowledge as to the time salmon-trout are ripest for laying

eggs ?-A. From the 5th October to the end of, fovember.
Q. With regard to whitefish, what is the ripest time ?-A. In November; all

the month of November.
Q. Do they approach the shote to lay their eggs ?-A. They come in from

deep to shallow water to lay their eggs.
Q. Do you think it wise and judicious that they should be properly protected

at such times ?-A. Yes, they should be properly protected.
Q. Have you any knowledge of the spawning time for herring ?-A. In

September, continuing more or less to the latter part of November.
Q. Are you acquainted with the fish called " ciscoes "?-A. I know the fish,

but bave never seen them caught. They are not numerous in Georgian Bay. They
are generally mixed with whitefish. In size they run between herring and white-
fish, but are little larger than whitefish.

Q. Do they spawn about the same time as herring?-A. Yes.
Q. Are pickerel caught to any extent in Georgian Bay ?-A. In the spring of

the ycar, when they are spawning, they are frequently caught.
Q. In what month ?-A. Just as soon as the ice leaves.
Q. Do they spawn in the rivers ?-A. Principally at the months of rivers.

The largest quantity I ever saw was on the Whitefish River.
Q. Do you know anything about black bass ?-A. They spawn in the spring.
Q. When you say spring, do you mean May and June ?-A. May is the only

time I bave ceen them.
Q. Do you know anything of the habit of the bass as to taking care of its

young ?-A. I know that they cover up their eggs.
Q. Do they corne in near shore ?--A. They come right into all the little bays,

and every crevice where it is possible for a fish to get into.
Q. What is the value of salmon-trout per pound ?-A. 3 to 3j and 4 cents per

pound.
Q. Will that apply to whitefish ?-A. To either salimon-trout or whitefish.
Q. Do you mean dressed or undressed ?-A. Just as they are taken out of the

water.
Q. Where are the fish caught in Georgian Bay principally sold ?-A. They go

into the hands of fish companies, principally American companies; sorne carried on
by Canadians with American capital. The Buffalo Fish Company is the principal
one. Most of the fish caught about Duck Island go to Detroit.

Q. le not one Gauthier principally interested in the fishing going on at Duck
Island ?-A. It is not under his name.

Q. Do you know whether he has a license from this department ?-A. I could
inot say; I was never furnished with a copy of the license.
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Q. Is there any winter fishing going on in Georgian Bay to any extent ?-A. I
really could not tell you. I know there are parties who have been speaking about
getting licenses to fish through the ice. Some fishing had been done in Lake
Huron.

Q. Do you know whether any quantity of bull heads or catfish are caught in
Georgian Bay ?-A. I am aware there are a great number caught, but do not know
much about them. They are caught with bull heads and fike-nets.

Q. Where are these nets principally used ?-A. I have seen most of them on
the other side of Parry Sound, near Cornell; right in among. the islands.

Q. In your experience, which is the most dangerous month for the fishermen
to continue fishing; when do they lose most nets?-A. In October and November;
rather more in November than in October.

Q, If they were prevented fishing in November, would it be a serious injury to
the fishermen?-A. I do not think so; in that season, however, most of them use
old nets and take their chances of having them destroyed.

Q. If they were prevented from fishing in November, no great harm would
result to fisheries or fishermen ?-A. I think not.

Q. At present, Capt. McGregor, the law says that all nets shall be taken up on
Saturday night and kept up till Monday morning ?-A. There may be contrary
winds on Saturday and it could not be done.

Q. Do you think it would be pretty difficult for the fishermen to carry that
out?-A. I think so.

Q. Would it be easier to carry out with gil-nets than with pound-nets ?-A. It
would be very expensive to lift the pound-nets without leaving the bag and lifting
the pot out altogether.

Q. Could it not be so arranged that the mouth of the pound-net might be cloied
so as to prevent the fish from going in until Monday ?-A. I do not think they could
do it with gill-nets.

Q. Then, upon the whole, do you think that such a close time would be im-
practicable to carry out ?-A. Yes; it might be along the shore in fair weather;
most of the fishermen fish with so many nets; they leave them in the water two or
three days.

Q. Do you thinkthat a close season to protect the fish at the spawning time
would be beneficial to the fisheries ?-A. Yes; catching fish at the spawning time
must result in serious injury to the fisheries.

Q. How early do fishermen generally set out their nets in the spring of the
year ?-A. Just as soon as the ice and weather will permit.

Q. In the summer months in what depth of water is fishing carried on ?-A.
From 50 to 60 and 70 fathoms.

Q. Would that be some distance out in the bay ?-A, In some portions of the
bay it is very deep close to the shore.
- Q. Is fishing carried on out in the middle of the bay?-A. All over the bay in
every direction, 10, 15 and 20 miles out.

Q. What is your idea with regard to the practice of spearing ?-A. It is most
barbarous, as many fish get hurt and escape in a wounded state as are taken. The
fish caught are more or less mangled and torn. The part in which the spear enters
is always torn.

Q. Do you know anything of the habit of shooting fish in the spring on the
spawning grounds ?-A. I never saw it done.

Q. What is your view with regard to the industry of artificial fish culture ?-
A. I think it is beneficial to the interests of the fisheries. I also think that if certain
portions of the inshore places along the rocks were reserved, it would be beneficial
also.

Q. What in your opinion has brought about the falling of the fisheries in a gen-
eral way ?-A. Overfishing and improper fishing. As an instance, a few years ago
some nets were set at the commencement of the close season in the neighbourhood
of Club Islànd and'Lonely Island. Bad weather prevented their being lifted,
and the fish in them decomposed. The result was that the fisheries in that section
were injured for 2 or 3 years. Another cause of injury is allowing men to use more
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nets than they are capable of taking cure of and handling properly. I cannot tell
in what proportion the fish have fallen off, but I am quite satistied they have done
so. In my young days wo used to think nothing of getting up irito a tree near the
shore and watching the men catch fish and load bouts in from 10 to 15 minutes, and
haul then on shore. Very frequently they could not get in to shore at ail on
account of the number of fish.

Q. What is your opinion with regard to the comparative destructive qualities
of the seine, the pound-net, and the gill-net; which, if used, would bring about the
greatest amount of destruction ?-A. I rather think the pound-nets would.

Q. Do you think that the seine would be a very destructive engine if hauled
over the spawning grounds ?-A. Of course, it takes everything with it. .

Q. In taking the grade of fish as to quality, how do tbey stand ?-A. Whitefish
first, then trout, pickerel and bass, sturgeon and catfish.

Q. W hat is the size of the sturgeon caught in Georgian Bay ?-A. I do not know
the average size.

Q. Do you know whether they are sold whole, or do they cure them and take
the eggs to make caviare ?-A. They use the eggs principally; also that portion of
the fish from which isinglass is made.

Q. Do the fishermen cure the eggs themselves to make caviare ?-A. Yes.
Q. Are the eggs themost valuable part of the fish ?-A. I think so.
Q! What are the principal kinds of boats used by fishermen in Georgian Bay?

-A. Large fishing schooners, about 28 or 30 feet long, and manned by two or three
men. I think the boats should all be numbered and licensed, so that it -would be
known to whom they belonged.

Q. Do you think the bouts should be regulated as to the quantity of fish they
should carry ?-A. I should think so. Some regulation should be established which
would prevent excessive fishing.

Q. Are there any tugs used ?-A. Quite a number; 16 or 17 hail from Goderich.
Q. Are they not principally under the control of the Buffalo Fish Company?-

A. Yes. They hire them out to the fishermen, most of whom they pay by the
month. The Detroit Fish Company also hire a great many. A very close super-
vision will have to be kept over the freezing establishments. The fish are caught
in close season and after they are in the freezers a few hours, you could not tell them.
There is an establishment at Collingwood, and one at Wiarton; one at Meaford and
one at Duck's Island. Last November there were from five to six hundred tons of
fish at the Wiarton establishment, which is the principal one; 80 or 90 tons were
shipped out in November.

Q. You think these freezing establish ments are a means of advancing the desire
of the poacher to catch fish out of season ?-A. Yes, that is my experience. A good,
close supervision should be kept over them, and especially during the close season.

Q. Do 3 ou think it advisable that the freezing establishments should be closed
up to ail intents and purposes during the close season ? Would that prevent the
catch of the fish ?-A. Yes, it would.

Q. Have you any suggestion you would like to make yourself as to the pro-
tection of the fish ?-A. The principal thing would be to reserve certain portions
along the shore ut ail seasons of the year. I am strongly of opinion that tho fisher-
men ought to have their licenses taken out in advance of their fishing. Their boats
should have corresponding numbers with the licenses. Then you could always
reach the parties who violate the law.

Q. [lave you any knowledge of Americans fishing in Canadian waters?-A.
They certainly do fish. They send their bouts and fishermen over to fish in our
waters.

Q. Do you know of this being practised anywhere in Georgian Bay ?-A.
Near the lower end of St. Joseph's Island; they run the fish into Detour with their
tugs.

Q. Do you know of its being practised in Lake Huron, at Candle Island ?-4.
I believe it is, but do not know of my own knowledge.

Q. This fishing that you speak of is wholly in Canadian waters?-A. YeÀ.
There is no close time on the American side; they carry on fishing at ail times. If
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the present close season were properly kept it would be very beieficial to the
fisheries; but if it were extended for a longer time it would be of greater service in
certain places.

Q. Do you think that because the Americans have no close seasons or regu-
lations on their side, it affects our fisheries at all ?-A. I cannot say that it does;
the only thing is that they come over here and fish.

Q. Is it not reasonable· to conclude that if we protect our fish we will have
them longer on our shores than the Americans will on theirs without protection ?-
A. Uiquestionably.

Q. Do you think that the fish bred on one side of Georgian Bay ever go across
to bhe American side?-A. No, only when they are taken over in boats.

Q. In order to prevent the destructive work of catching small and immature
fish, do youl not think there should be some sort of inspection at the ports to which
they are brought for shipment and sale ?-A. Yes, that would bo a check.

Q. Do you not think a' penalty should attach to the buyer as well as to the
seller for handling illegal fish ?-A. Yes, the fishermen would not catch what they
could not sell. A Eevere penalty should be attached to catching fish and then
throwing them away. I have seen some magnificent pike thrown out on the rocks.

Q. Upon the whole, do you think thero eould be any valid excuse for the
fishermen on the Canadian side finding fault with our baving a close season, because
the Americans have none ?-A. I do not think so. .

Q. Do you think it is in the interosts of our fishermen that we should have close
seasons though the Americans have none?-A. I think so.

Q. Do you know anything of the practice of killing fish with dynamite ?-A. I
do not.

Q. Do you think the depositing of saw-dust from mills in the rivers is injurious
to fish life?-A.\I think so. There is no question about it. The fish will not breed
in such water. It becomes filled with foul gases. To preserve the fish the water
should be kept as free from impurities as possible.

Q. Are you aware that large quantities of saw-logs are floated across the bay to
the American side ?-A. Yes, large quantities of them. A good many nets are des-
troyed by them.

Q. What extent of water do these large floating bodies of saw-logs cover at a
time?-A. Some of them I think are about half a mile, to. three-quarters of a mile
long. They are kept in sack booms, about a quarter of a mile wide. They are
loose in the boom, and the action of the waves keeps constantly working them about
and the bark gets rubbed off, and sinks. A great many of fthese logs come over from
,French River to Midland, then get into Lake Huron and go by Cape Hurd to
Saginaw.

Q. Do you say that the working motion of these logs causes the bark to come
off, what effect has that upon the fisheries ?-A. I think it has more effect on the
nets than on the fisheries.

Q. Do you think it possible these particles get into the nets ?-A. It cannot
affect the fish.

Q. Fishermen say that this is one of the causes of the fish becoming scarce ?
On account of this stuff falling off the logs ?-A. I do not think that is the cause at
all.

Q. Many of the fishermen in Georgian Bay say that there are four or five differ-
ent kinds of salmon-trout there. Is there any difference except as to size in your
opinion?-A. They are all one and the same kind.

Q. Are their habits the same ?-A. Yes.
Q. Do you think that all these fish come in from the deep waters to spawn ?-

-A. Yes, I think they all come in from the deep water at certain times of the year
to spawn.
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No. 11.-MIDLAND.

MIDLAND, ONT., 8th December, 1892.

The Commission met at the Pub4ic Sehool Hall, at 10 a.n,, pursuant to notice.

Present:

Mr. Commissioner Wilmot and Mr. Commissioner Harris.

Mr. ALBERT HUTCH1INS was duly sworn,-lives in Midland-has been a
fisherman since 1850--is a British subject since thon, though born in the United
States. Has fished here and in the Georgian Bay for fourteen years-balance of the
time in Lake Ontario.

Witness examined by Mr. Wilmot.
I have carried on a fishery for whitefish and trout in the Georgian Bay, but

formerly carried on whitefish fishing in Lake Ontario. The locality in which I fish
is out in the bay in deep water here, and it was the same also in Lake Ontario. I
fish here with·gill-nets, but it was with seines in Lake Ontario, at the Wellington
Beach. 1 do not fish with pound-nets but with gill-nets wholly, except the last two
seasons. The size of the mesh i use is 4Î to 4¾ inches for gil-nets ; i do not like
the small mesh for summer fishing; fali tishing and winter fishing I use a 6-inch
mesh. A 4t and 4¾-inch mesh wili let two-pound fish pass through, a 6-ineh mesh
will let four-pound tish pass through. A 3-inch mesh will take whitefish of oie pound
weight. The above sizes of mesh are the correct ones and the best for the
fishermen. I woAld prefer a 4Ï-inch mesh-some fishermen fish with mesh
of ail sizes, as small as 4 and 4¾-inches ; these meshed nets are injurious
to fishermen and fish dealers-.they destroy too many smail fish, betore
they are useful, and before they are' able to reproduce their species.
Salmon-trout and whitefish are best during May, and up to September, after
that they are preparing for spawning and they are not in as good condition.
Ali fish are not as good in spawning time as before and after. i seil rny fish o the
ground when I catch them to the dealers-they are taken from the pound, and de.
livered at the fish stations on the islands and the maintand. l get about four cents
for whitefish and trout dressed, pickerel the same undressed. The salmon-trout will
average about six pounds as caught-whitefish will average about 4¾ pounds, and
will average about 4 pounds dressed. Fait salmon-trout average froin about
12 to 12J pounds when caught, the fali trout are taken around the islands and shoals
and rocky bottoms,'depth of water about six feet; they go there to spawn about the
end of October and during November. They used to go earlier, about the 20th of
October, but I cannot say this is so now-all trout go to spawn about the same time,
and ail are one and the same fish, appearing differently at different times-as a rule
they spawn ail about the one time. The-heat of spawning is about from the 15th to
20th of this month (November) for whitefish. They corne on the shoal waters gener-
ally to breed-they corne there very thick, and close together, and if caught when
spawning, it is very injurious to the fishery. Pickerel spawn in the spring,
but I do not know exactly at what time. The boats and nets receive the
greatest injury in the fali, in October and November and December-more nets are
lost in these months than the profit made from the fish-a greater loss is sustained
in these last months than the profits from the quantity of fish we catch-fishing in
the fail months is not profitable to me or any other fisherman. With regard to the
small and immature fish, they are caught in pound-nets and seines and hoop-nets-
ail these nets are very injurious to the fisheries as they catch all-large and small.
These nets, under proper regulations, would not be more injurious than gill-nets, if
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the mesh were made large enough-then these nets might do, and the mesh should
be the same as the gill-nets. With regard to keeping the Sunday close season from
Saturday night till Monday morning, it would be impracticable tor me or any fisher-
man to carry out, especially in the outside tishing in the deep water.

Q. What about the propriety of having close seasons ?-A. Close seasons are
most beneficial.if made at the right time. For whitefish, 10 days would be enough;
the same for salmon-trout. I do not think the close season should be given to
salmon-trout, as they destroy so many other fish. Winter tishing is donc under the
ice for pickerel; they are not very numerous now, as they are played out by over-
fishing.

Q. Is there any spearing or shooting of fish done here ?-A. Spearing and
shooting is carried on by Indians up along the north shore; the Indians spear fish
at all times.

Q. What are your views regarding artificial culture of fish ?-A. I believe
artificial fish culture is good and should be carried on in the interests of both the
fishermen and the fisheries. Whitefish are the most valuable fish in the Georgian
Bay-that is for the fishermen-and should be husbanded more than any other, for
they can bc destroyed more quickly than any of the other kinds of fish by reason of
their innocent nature; they are not greedy or voracious, while salmon-trout feed
largely upon-them. Whitetish are not half so plenty now as they were fourteen years
ago, because by overfishing with small mesh in nets, catching small fish in nets and
seines, and killing them in spawning time, they have become very much cleaned
out. Salmon-trout have also been very much reduced to what they were, but not
so much as whitefish.

Q. What description of boat do you fish with ?-A. I use a boat of 18 feet keel,
and employ two men to work it. I fish with 90 feet of web as it is brought from
the factories. Ninie pourds of this web vill make one net of about 100 rods of about
6 feet deep. A big rig would run about 18 to 22 of these hundred rod nets. The
big rig boat would be of about 30 feet keel ; this would take three men to work.
They license for big rigs and little rigs. The license foi- big anéd little riges is the
same, that is $5 each. I find it more profitable to tish the smail rig than the big
one, for when a big rig is used you cannot attend to it properly; a very great many
fish are lost by the nets being out too.long and the fish get spoiled-a great many
of these are useless-some are salted. These big rigs will have four gangs of nets,
that is four strings, but they can only as a rule handle one gang of nets a day, the
others are left over, and if it is sto-my for several days at a time they are obliged
to be left out until the weather moderates. The longer they are left out the more
they fish, and consequently the more dead fish in them. Fish dealers from the
United States will only take the live tish; local men will take the dead fisb if they
are not too bad. Dead fish aie salted, some are thrown away ; these will run up to
considerable quantities in the season with the big rigs. I have fished in Lake
Ontario about thirty years for whitefish and trout, the great majority was whitefish,
and were caught at Wellington Beach. They were caught very niumerously with
seines; as many as from 5,000 to 10,000 in one haul during a night; this was in the
summer time, in June and July. These were salted or sold on the ground to dealers.
I have caught as many in a season as would allow the owners of the seine for their
share about $2,000, the other $2,000 would go to the fishermen. Even more than
this number were caught sometimes. Fishing was carried on in the fall of the year
also. Whitefish were• thick also everywhere in Lake Ontario at that time, I have
known as many as 90,000 to be taken in one haul in one night; I was pi-osent and
saw them counted. I have often known of from 5,000 to 10,000 being taken, and
have taken 40,000 myself in a seine several times; this was in July, at Wellington
Beach. Those that were saved of the 90,000 hauled were salted, many of these were
lost because they could not be taken are of. There was another hail as large as
this taken at West Lake Beach; the net was a 175 rod seine, it was then called
" the sou'-wester." When I left Lake Ontario, some fourteen years ago, there were
no whitefis.h to be had by the fishermen where these great hauls had been made
before, in fact the whitefish fishery had ceased to exist, there was no more of it. I
left Lake Ontario to fish here, and a number of other fishermen also left there for
the same cause.
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The witness thon made the following suggestions:-
The proper way to carry on fishing here is to have a short close season to pro-

tect the whitefish. If money is to be expended, put it in hatcheries. Trap-uets,
pound-nets, and seines are destructive, because they catch too small a fish; licenses
for fishingshould be taken out by every one alike, but agreat manydo fish here with-
out licenses; these men fish only in the plentiful season; a groat many fish without
licenses; Indians and half-breeds do this, and other parties also. A close season for
herring is useless, as these fish destroy all the whitefish fry they can get; they eat
their own fry also as well as other small fry.

Witness in answer to a question by Mr. Commissioner Harris:
I would not catch many trout from the 15th of October to the 1st of November,

when fishing for whitefish. Fishing for whitefish would not interfere with trout
fishing; they do not mix together when spawning; they are not generally on the
same grounds; salmon-trout feed on other fish, and whitefish feed on worms gene-
rally, which are on muddy bottoms. Nine pounds of webwill make fron 125 to 130
rods of net; we never want to fish more than sixteen bags; if more is fished it cannot
be done properly, and many fish are lost and spoilt; the bags are of six pounds
each; nine pounds of web will make about 150 rods of net, as the twine is now very
fine that we use, it being No. 60 to 64.

Mr. CHARLES W. PHILLIPS was next sworn:-Lives in Midland; is a
fisherman, and has been so for the past thirty years; a British subject and a native-
born Canadian.

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. What kind of fisbery do you carry on ?-A. I carry on a bullhead fishory;

bullheads, catfish, and mudpouts are one and the same fish. These are distinct
from the channel catfish. In catching these fish, pike, sunfish, rock fish, yellow bass,
some black bass and dogfish are caught. In fishing for these fish they are not
found in waters frequented by salmon-trout or whitefish.

Q. What waters do you catch the coarse fish in ?-A. Bullheads are always
found in marshy places, and on muddy bottoms in water from eight to ten feet
deep.

Q. Do you fish with. hoop-iiets, if so, describe them ?-A. The hoop-nets in
which they are caught are round nets with five hoops, two tunnels, and two wings,
as described on back shore plan of this sheet (referring to manuscript) is a
sketch of the net used; this is the original net as introduced in the Bay of Quinté,
and used by me there and in the Georgian Bay. They were got up in Albany,
N.Y., as a bullhead net; since thon they have been extended to greater sizes,
and with more destructive powers, by putting more hoops; some with three
tunnels, and with meshes of all sizes; nets are now made as long as twelve
feet, with leaders from twenty-five to forty rods long, and eight feet deep,
with long leaders from the shore, and sometimes with a hoop.net at each end
of the loader; these may be called trap-nets, but they get licenses for
them only as hoop-nets. With a 3-inch and a 21inch mesh in the
hoop-net, we calculate to catch bullheads that wili weigh a quarter
of a pound after beirng dressed; originally the fish would weight half a
pound and a pound, their length would be about ten inches. Taking bullheads under
this size will not pay to catch them. They vary in size accordkng to the bottom
they are on. A blue clay bottom fish is always the largest. They feed upon the
clay in a manner. I do not believe catfish eat the spawn of any other fish. They
are not found whore other fish do spawn. Catfish spawn in June as a general thing,
by going to clay or muddy bottoms. They make holes in those places and grounds,
and lay their eggs and stay there watching them until they hatch out. These holes
are froin four to six inches across and about eight to ten inches in depth. They
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settle in these holes, resting, as it were, on their tails. This is done by the female.
The male is generally near by, and if the female is disturbed he approaches for her
safety. The eggs of the female are let out from the body like other fish. The
males have milt like other fish, and no doubt impregnate the eggs like other fish.
The eggs will take from five to ten days to hatcb out. When the young fry come
out of the hole, the female guards them till about the 1st of September, when the
young fish will be from two to three inches long, perfect in shape, and the brood
will consist of severai thousands. During summer, and after hatching out and until
September, the parent fish are guarding their young. In September they separate
from the parent fish, when the old catfish appear to school together in large numbers
for feeding. Their winter quarters will be in the mud, where they remain covered
up during winter, except in warm, open weather, when they come out. The young
fish grow slowly, taking about four years to grow full size. Catfish fishing lasts
from 1st of March to about the 15th of May, and then again from 20th of September
till freezing up. Therefore the time for catching them does not interfere with the
hatching out of the young. or while the parent fish is with young. This applies
both to the Bay ot Quinté and here (Georgian Bay). Cattish are not saleable, and
should not be caught in the warm weather. These fish were caught in great
quantities years ago ail throughout the Bay of Quinté, and in Weller's Bay, Presqu'
Isle and in ail other bays and marshy grounds. Ten of the single nets will make
five double nets with the leader. Catfish were caught by me froin 17th of -Iarch to
the 14th of May, during which time I caught seven tons, worth about 5 cents a
pound dressed. This was twenty years ago, in the Bay of Quinté. In the same
time when I left, four years ago, only about two and a half tons could be caught
with the same gear. I was almost alone at fi:-st, but soon after many people entered
into bullhead fishing. Mudcat fishing is not as good here as it was on the Bay of
Quinté. The water is colder and the bottom not so well adapted for them. Cathsh
should be protected from 15th of May to the 1st of September. Catfish are always
best for food in the months of October and November. Ali these filsh caught here
go to the United States in a dressed state, that is, with the head, skin and entrails
taken off. The average price received is about three and a half cents per pound
dressed. Regaiding spawning times of fish, the perch spawn in the early spring,
the pike at the same time; catfish spawn in June, maskinongé a little later than the
pike; bass spawn from about the 15th of May to the 15th of July; pickerel spawn
in May; the spawning time of herring I do not know; salmon-trout spawn from
the Tht to the 15th of November, whitetish during the same time. Stormy, rough
weather heips bullhead fishing by stirring up the water and starts them to move
about, otherwise they are dull and very stupid creatures. To obey the Sunday close
time would be most objectionable. The Americans fish largely for the mudcaf in
Canadian waters, about Presqu'Isle, Bay of Quinté and South Bay, by coning over
with their nets and gear and fishing there. They come over and get a Canadian to
ge-t out a license, and get up a sham sale with the Canadian, and then go on fishing
as if they were Canadians. This interfeies seriously with the true and genuine
Canadian fisherman, and it should not be allowed. Close seasons for ail fish should
be adopted and carried out. The Americans are great for protection in their own
way. They passed a law if fish were caught by Americans or with American capital,
they should go into the United States duty free. That is very unjust to the Can-
adian fishing, as they compel the Canadian to pay this duty. To meet this al
Americans ieshing here, or employing others to fish for them, should bc obliged to
pay an export duty, on all fish caught, of one cent per pound. This would cause the
Americans to take off their duty on fish eaught by Canadians. With regard to
artificial fish culture, I cannot say I know anything about it. Whitefish are the
most valuable filh in these waters, salmon-trout come next and pickerel next, then
the coarse tish, but whitefish have fallen off most in these waters, and in Lake
Ontario they are ail gone. The other fish have declined also, with the exception of
herring. The decline is caused by over fishing, too many nets, too many boats,
sizes of mesh being too small has also helped the falling off. The non-observance
af close seasons has also done a good deal to lessen the numbers of fish. I would
suggest that a limit be made to the number of yards of net to be used. This applies
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to all kinds of fishing, and they should not use'less than 5-inch mesh. For coarse
or bullhead fishing not more than ten single nets should be allowed to any one per-
son, that is, hoop-nets, with the meshes to be from 2½-inches to 3-inches. This
fishing would require one boat and about two men to fish. Fish seldom die in
hoop-nots. Sometimes when too many fish are in the net catfish will injure them-
selves, but not to any great extent.

The witness then retired.

SAMUEL FRASER, was duly sworn and examined, by Mr. Wilmot.

lHas resided at Midland since 1840, engaged in farming, has been reeve of the
Townships of Tiny and Tay, and reeve of Midland; has also been practically an
official in connection with the fisheries of the Georgian Bay since 1875, and a
justice of the peace for 30 years; has been know.n particularly as a fishery
guardian, and observer of all matters connected with thefisheries, particularly with
herring, pike, salmon-trout and maskinongé. Is particularly acquainted also with
all fishery matters on the east side of the Georgian Bay from Point Pratt to Moose-
gun Point, and, generally speaking, is well'acquainted with the whole of the bay.

Mesh of Nets.

The gill-nets used here are from 4J to 5-inch mesh for salmoni-trout and white-
fish for the summer and fall fishing. The bullhead net or hoop-net is used for coarse
fish and sometimes for small fish which are destroyed by their being thrown upon
the ice and upon shore ; thousands of the fry of these and other fish are also
destroyed. They will use a net of about 14 to 2 inches, which I do not think is
large enough to use on grounds frequented by salion-trout or whitefish, but rough
fish, such as bullheads and other coarse fish are taken on the marshy and swampy
grounds.

When are Fish in Best Condition?

With regard to the best season in which fish should be caught, I would say that
salmon-trout and whitefish are best in the spring months and alsogood in September
and October ; pickerel are best in winter; herring are best from December to May.
These fish are generally shipped to the United States; some are peddled throughout
the country, as the Canadian detaand for these fish is not very great.

Average Price of Fish.

As to the average value of fish, I would say that for salmon-trout and whitefish,
they will sell at from 4 to 41 cents per pound; pickerel from 3 to 3J cents per
pound; herring, 75 cents to $1 per hundred fish; bullheads, 3J cents per pound
dressed; as for pike, not many are taken. Other coarse fish, such as perch, sun-
fish, &c.,. are sold at 3. cents a pound.

Spawning Time of Fish.

As to when fish are ripest for spawning, I would say for salmon-trout, from 15th
October to 15th November ; whitefish -wili spawn somewhat later-the 1st to 30th
November. Bass will spawn during the months of May and June ; maskinongé the
same time. Herring will spawn largely in November, but they will be about the
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same time as the whitefish. Pickerel will spawn in April, it dependinglargelyupon
the time of the breaking up of the ice. I agree with the statements given by M.r.
Phillips, that mudpouts spawn in June.

Tine when .Nets are Lost.

With regard to the most dangerous month for nets, that is when the nets will
get the most damaged, the fall, particularly the latter end of October and during
November is the worst time. Then many nets will be lost on account of the rough
and stormy weather, as at this time the winds will be very prevalent and strong.
As to the small and immature fish, small fisli are not caught much unless in bag-
nets; not many small fish are caught in the 5-inch gill-net. The pound-net is most
destructive to small and immature fish.

Sunday Close Time.

Regarding the Sunday close time, I do not think it could be carried out, and it
would be quite valueless to do so.

Americans Fishing.

With regard to the United States citizens fishing in Canadian waters, I think
lhey do not fish at the end of the bay as poachers, but the Americans are almost the
principal dealers, and may be called the owners of the largest quantities of nets
and gear in use in Georgian Bay, and they generally take all the fish from the fisher-
men. The local dealers are, as a rule, simply agents for the United States dealers
and companies. The Buffalo Company is the one doing the greatest amount of
business here.

Close Seasons.

As to protection being given to fish or close seasons being abolished, close
seasons are sound in principle ; but from the manner in which they are carried out,
they become neutralized from a lack of ability to enforce thom by reason of the
extensive areas the fishery officers have to supervise and their want of necessary
boats and other appliances to carry out the law. Curtailing the expenses necessary
to perform this important duty has proved to be very injurious to the fisheries.

Time of setting Nets.

As to the time of setting nets in the bay, they are set out in the beginning of
May, and are kept down till the close season sets in; they are only taken up froin
time to time during the summer to clean and mend.

Winter Fishing.

As to winter fishing, I think winter fishing very little done, except in the Mid-
,and Bay-there is what is called "'long line fishing " in winter-that is set lines
with hooks. These are used for salmon-trout from Saw-log Point to Morris Point.
These salmon-trout. so-called, are the largest fish, they will run from 15 to 30 lbs.

Bass Fishing.

Regarding bass fishing, it is carried on largely by tourists and anglers, who
catch them in great numbers and throw a great many on the rocks to spoil. This
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is done by campers out principally. Bass fishing is not carried on here for sale or
export to my knowledge. These fish should require a close guardianship; they are
taken amonget the islands, where they are not observed so easily by the officers.
Bass ,re fished for by hook and line and trolling; an angler may easily get from
40 to 50 a day, if he applies himself. I do not think these tourists are of much
service to the Ilocalities to which they come; they generally bring all their supplies
with them and camp out.

Spearing Fish.

The spearing of fish is done in the summer, and then by Indians generally.
Spearing pickerel is largelydone by the settlers. This is done as soon a% the ice
leuves with torchlight and spear; the1 are also caught through the ice with bait,
and by artificial minuows. The practice of spearing is a vicious one, and active
measures should be taken to prevent it, licenses or liberty of any kind has never
been given here to spear fish.

Artificial Culture.

Artificial fish culture, in my opinion, is good, and should be carried out with
more local hatcheries, some should, I think, be built at this bay, there are some fine
sites for them here in Midland.

Comparative Value of Fish.

The comparative values of the different kinds of fish are that salmon-trout
come first, pickerel next, whitefish next, with herring next, and the coarse fish will
follow these last, but they are becoming pretty scarce.

Falling off of Fish.

The greatest falling off is experienced in whitefish and salmon-trout, this is very
apparent from what they were in former years. The falling off bas been caused by
over fishing, and the fact that there are too many ongaged in the work; the use of
a too small nesh in the nets has also helped to bring this state of things about. The
regulation meish should not be less than five inches for all nets.

Limitation of Nets.

A regulation as to the quantity of yards of net is also necessary; they should be
limited to not less than 30,000 yards to the thirty feet keel boat. Steam-tug fishing
should be stopped, or if tugs are allowed, limit the yards of net and increase their
license fee, but all this will be of no use unless the officers are fully empowered to
carry out laws of this kind in an efficient way.

Fish Dying in Nets.

Regarding the loes of fish by overfishing, I might say that large quantities of
trout and whitefish are caught in gill-nets, when, by reason of stormy weather and
neglect on the part of the fishermen, the nets are not lifted and the fish gilled in
them die; in this case they are unfit for food, but they'are, nevertheless, sold in a
deceptive way out through the country; some are thrown away on the shore; some
are seen floating on the water; these have fallçn out of the nets; sometimes the
gill-nets may bo out a week and longer and some of the nets are never found at all;
I have seen them out in the bay with fish rotting in them. There is avery consider-
able loss of nets and fish in this way late in the fall, when fishermen aro fishing
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along the shore during the close season. The nets used in the close season are
generally sunk, which makes them difficult to find out, and this can only be pre-
vented by the presence of the officers and grappling for the nets with boats.

Illegal Fishing.

This illogal fishing should be suppressed by a more perfect supervision by the
officers, but to do this an officer should not have more territory assigned him than
he can well and successfully oversee. Regarding the usual size of fishing boats, the
largest are about 30 feet keel, other sizes run down to 20 feet keel, and otheis even
less, generally they take three men to work them. The limit of the net should not
exceed six thousand yards, anti no one should be allowed to have more than this
quantity in the water at any one time.

Speckled Trout.

Regarding the speckled trout, they are diminishing rapidly, not so much from
excessive fishing as from the shrinking of the streams from the clearing off the land
and the consequent increased temperature of the water. I would like to make the
following suggestions to the Commission:-

Suggestions.

There should be a reduction of the extreme limits now given to fishery officers
to oversee and supervise. There should also be furnished to the fishery officers a
small steam barge, so that they could run into almost any point or bay where
illegal fishing was being carried on. This would aid most materially in preserving
the fisheries from the present illegal fishing now extensively carried on.

Officers should also be given more discretionary power in the performance of
their duties, and as a requisite more monoy should be allowed them, and a better
lot of men should be selected and employed than are now engaged.

Witness in reply to Mr. Harris:
Small fish are thrown away on the ice below Waubaushene; they are caught in

the bag-nets; and seines, gulls and crows feed upon these small fish when thrown
out. I have lifted the hoop-nets with pickerel in them during the close season.
Hoop-net fishermen prefer to fish only where salmon-trout and whitefish are not
taken. These hoop-nets will catch pickerel now and then, but as a rule they are
not plentiful, where these nets are set fisheimen say they tuin them out. Hoop-
nets should not be set between the lst of April and the 15th May, because pickerel
are on the ground at that time on their way up to their spawning grounds and up
the rivers. RHoop-nets set between the lst of April and 15th of May would catch
pickerel, pike, bass, and the ordinary coarso fish, mâdeats, &c. The proportiois
would be of the catch thus: one mudcat to twopickerel; the number of pike would
be small, but the pike and pickerel would be at this time ready to spawn, and the
balance taken at 10 per cent would be coarse fish. [ have lifted the hoop-net and
found the fish all alive; they were lifted to see what they vere, and they were
generally alive; the fish would be mixed, large and small. In point of fact, pickerel
might possibly be put back alive If the fishermen would do it, but I think they
woùld not do it, because they are fishing for profit, and of course they want all the
saleable fish they can get, right or wrong, and as the pickerel would be the most
valuable fish caught they would not be afraid of the law, because officers are not at
hand to enforce its provisions ; the price of the pickerel is 3½ cents, mudcats about
the same; pickerel are sold whole at 3½ cents; catfish at 3½ cents, dressed; pickerel
will weigh about four pounds, that.is 14 cents each fish; the usual size of the mud-
cat will be about half a pound; that will be 1¾ cents each. The fish caught in close
season are sold to farmers and others by dealers. I do not thirk it would be any
protection to the fisheries to cause pedlars and dealers to take out licenses. Every
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-man here thinks the fishery laws a fraud; they are not in sympathy with the lav.
Gill-nets are generally taken out of the water at the commencement of the close
season. The regulations are adhered to by the regularly licensed fishermen. The
large amount of poachiog, however, during the close season is done by settlers,
half-breeds and Indians. Black bass are not caught in sufficient quantities by the
fishermen to make it pay, and they cannot very weil fieh for the bass, as the bottom
is too rough and rocky, that'is ftor gill-nets, but hoop-nets can catch bass very
largely. I do not know when bass are in their best condition. The setting of hoop-
nets in Septenber and October might interfere with anglers by diminishing the
supply of catchable fish. I do not know anything particular about tug-fishing, only
from hearsay. A great many fish are lost during the stormy weather with the gill-
nets. This is principally during the close season and in nets fished by poachers and
others along the shore upon the spawning ground.

JAMES A. SMITH appeared and was duly sworn, ]ives in Midland, is now a
shipwright and boat builder, but has been a fisherman and tish dealer some 35 years,
is a Canadian by birth.

Examined by Mr. Wilmot:
I have been engaged in fishing for trout and whitefish in Lake Ontario and

have bandled all kinds of fish for the Canadian and United States markets; herring,
salmon-trout, pike, bass and other roukh fish, also ciscoes. The particular waters in
which I have fished and traded in fish, are in Lake Ontario, and at Meaford and
Collingwood on the Georgian Bay.

Description of Net used.

The description of net used in Lake Ontario were gill-nets of 41-inch mesh, also
seines for whitefish with a mesh of 24 inches, and for herring 2 inches in the bag.
I have been buying fish from the pound and other nets, and have also manufactured
nets; I have used as many as 75 hoop-nets at a time and made them myself also;
these were used in Presqu' IsleBay, Lake Ontario and at Waubaushene and Stu rgeon
Bay in the Georgian Bay. I have used the hoop-nets round and square with from 9
to 17 hoops, two tunnels and pockets, the wings were from 7 to 25 yards long; these
were called double-nets and round, with a single leader between, varying from 5 to
30 rods according to location; in the hoops the mesh would be 2 inches, in the wings
and leador it would be larger. These nets weie set in nuddy marshy bottoms, where
bullheads resort to. The square-nets were set off points leading from the shore out-
wards. These nets were set with from 10 to 50 rods of leader from the shore with
corks and sitikers, the pot or trap at the outward end in deep water-after this, two
tunnels, with hollow net bag with double wings, as shown here on the plan., (Wit-
ness here refered to a sketch of a hoop-net shown by Mr. Commissioner Wilmot.)
This net is used to catch coarse fish, or in fact really any kind of tish that might be
coming along the shore; the mesh of the net, pound, and wings were 34 inches,
leaders ran f»om 34 to 6 inch mesh, no kind of fish could escape from these nets;
these were used in Lake Ontario and the Georgian Bay; they are called a '-fike "
or bullhead-net, yet we have had them filled with herring, catching 25 half barrels
at one time in them.

When Fish are in best Condition.

With regard to the months in which the fish are in best condition, I would say
salmon-trout are best in April and May, whitefish the same, pickerel are best in
October and November, pike from October to January, maskinongé the same, herr-
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ing are best in September and October; bullpouts are best in Sep tember on to Jan-
uary, bass from end of July till January, sunfish and perch from June to September,
speckled trout are best froin June to September, mullet and suckers in September
and October; the red sided mullet is a good fish; red finned suckers are good from
June till January.

Size of Mesh.

With regard to the size of meshes: the size of the mesh for salmon-trout should
be from 5j to 6 inches; this would also suit for whiteflsh, and is the proper standard.
for these waters, that is the Georgian Bay. Salmon-trout of 2 pounds and under
will pass through this mesh, whitefish of 1¾ pound and under will pass through the
4½-inch nesh, and pizkerel of 1 pound and under will get through this mesh-some
herring will readily pass through a 3-inch extension mesh; this will catch the largest
and most merchantable fish, that is herring.

Different Kinds of Salmon-trout.

Salmon-trout consist of three or four kinds of families-the large family are
deep water fish, bright in colour, though dark in the fail, and when going to spawn
becomes almost black-the male fish of this kind come first on shore from the 15th to
20th of October. In buying those fish by the ton, three-fourths of them would be
males, then five or six days later these fish would be about equal, male and female-
they all come to spawn-they will run about 9 lbs.-some will even reach 30 lbs.-
they begin to spawn about the 1st of November, sometimes earlier-the spawning
time is for about ten days, or perhaps a little longer, but not much-they then leave
the shores-there is also another kind called " potguts "-they are also deep water
fish and live in muddy sections-their average weight is about 5 lbs., and they run
pretty much about the same size-they are a very soft fish and have a fine flavour, but
they will not keep so well or remain so marketable as the others. The eggs in these
fish leads one to believe that they spawn about the same time as the others-they
are never caught on the shoals, when they spawn I am unable to say-they are
principally caught in the summer months, and are best for food in May. The other
big trout are in the best condition from April to September. There is another trout
that will weigh from about 5 to 6 lbs., having a very thin skin on the belly, very
perishable, and very difficult to put on the market, as they spoil so quickly-they
are caught at Meaford. Yet another trout is caught in Parry Sound Bay-they
resemble brook trout, and are caught in large quantities in the months of September,
October and November-they spawn at the same time as the other trout-they are
red fleshed and spotted all over like the brook trout, on a dark coloured body-their
average size would be about 1½ lb., but they are not known as a marketable fish.

Market Price of Fish.

When I lived on Lake Ontario, I shipped principally to the United States,
though also to Canadian markets. From this place I ship to New York-that is the
large rough fish. As to the prices of fish on Lake Ontario, the whitefish each sold
for from 6 to 7 cents; salmon-trout, 2j to 3 cents per pound; salmon-trout and white-
fish were 3j to 4 cents dressed per pound; pickerelthe same; coarsefish willaverage
about 2 cents; bullheads will bring 3 cents per pound. On Lake Ontario it will be 4
and 5 cents for bulheads. Herrings sold there for 50 cents per 100; they are a larger
and better fish than the herring here. Here they are worth 75 cents per 100 fish.
Black bass 4.cents per lb. I do not know much about green bass,they run the same.
in price as rough fish.
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Spawning Time for Fish.

The spawning time for fish is as follows:-Salmon-trout are ripest from the
10th to 12th of November; some later; some earlier; the greater number will
spawn in iNovember. Whitefish will spawn from the 10th to the 12th, being later
than trout-they are longer spawning than trout-this applies alike to the Georgian
Bay and the Lake Ontario fish. These conclusions of mine are drawn from personal
experiences of fishing for over thirty years. Herring are ripest to spawn in Novem-
ber, and drop their eggs in groups iii mid-water and on sand beds, the same time as
whitefish. Bass will spawn in April and May, not so much in June,they may watch
their beds aid young in June and July, and this would lead to the impression that
they were spawning then. Pike and maskinongé spawn from the middle of April
to the middle of May. Pickerel spawn in April, in rivers and streams, and in some
instances in the bays, as soon after the ice Icaves as possible. Mudcats spawn in the
same time and manner as black bass, also watching their young for some ti me after
hatching out. Speckled trout spawn in October and November. About perch, I do
not know particularly, but I think they spawn in April. Mullets and suckers spawn
early in the spring. As to eels, I cannotsay. Ling come from a salt water species.
In catching 500 whitefish in 1879, the proportion of ling would be only 8 or 10 out
to the 500 whitefish. Four years later it was reversed by their catching 8 or 10
whitefish to every 500 ling. The ling is a good eatable fish, and should be made as
much a marketable commodity as mudcats. I have sold them in Rochester the
same as mudcats, at 4 and 5 cents a pound. There is a tish called the " grey back,"
a species of the whitefish, caught in Lake Ontario, they spawn in the month of
February, and are a very good eatable fish. They are used in place of whitefish
largely, and are about 2½ Ibs. in weight, they originally came from salt water, and
have become known only during the past 15 years. Ciscoes are another fisb, and
are caught some in these waters, they are a fat, nice fisb, and spawn about the sane
time as the other herring family; they are caught here in very deep water.

Most destructive Time for Nets.

The most nets are injured here in the months of October and November during
the year; Novomber is by far the worst time, in this locality it is colder, and this
added to the windiuess makes it bad for fishing and also of course for the nets.

Small and Immature Fish.

Regarding immature fish, there are small fish in Lake Ontario caught in great
numbers; I have seen 25,000 whitefish on the beach in one evening's catch, not one
in 20 of which would weigh 2 pounds, this would be in June-some were salted,
others rotted on the shore and were made into manure; they were so plentiful, that
100 could be bought for 25 cents.

Abundance of Whitefish.

Whitefish were so plentiful in Lake Ontario, that with one seine-I owned half
of it, and it was a 50 rod seine too-we put up in one month 180 barrels fQr our net's
share. The other men, 8 in number, would get the equivalent to 180 barrels amongst
them; this was in the month of June, in 1869 or 1870, and was on Consecon Beach.
There were other seines fishing also, but probably not so large in extent as ours.
The saine year, in November, the fish were very numerous, and all larger fish than
usual, weighing about 2ï pounds; as many as we could barrel we caught and salted,
but a great many besides were lost. Whitefish were so numerous that they were
haulod away for manure foruse upon the farms; the whitefish were so plentiful thatin
hauling the seine they could not pull it in on the shore, they had to simply dip out
what they wanted of the fish with small nets and let the rest go. The fish were-
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miraculously ndmerous, when I left Lake Ontario some 15 years ago, whitefish were
almost exterminated. Four thousand whitefish were many times taken in a haul in
one night; salmon-trout and whitefish in Lake Ontario were vastly more numerous
than they have ever been in the Georgian Bay.

Sunday Close Time.

Regarding the Sunday close time, I think it would be impracticable to carry it
out in the outside fishing.

Anericans fishing in Canadian Waters.

With regard to Americans fishing in our waters, I bave often seen it but do
not know particularly about it. i believe, however, that from Point aux Barques
Americans have fished in Canadian waters for years past, that is, in the Georgian
Bay. With regard to the close seasons, I believe they are right if properly selected
at the spawning times, in order to keep up the supply of fish food tbr the people of
Canada. As a British subject and fisherman, I would recommend that the Govern-
ment take action to induce the United States authorities to make similar laws for
the preservation of fish as we do ourselves.

Artipfcial Fish Culture.

I consider that artificial fish culture is desirable to be carried out in Canada,
and fish hatcheries should be established here on the Georgian Bay as a meains of
sustaining the fisheries of the country.

Black Bass.

Regarding black bass some of thetourists that come over are injurious. I have on
my books some 27 clubs, amounting to 152 persons, coming here to fish. and I have
furnished them with boats and equipments of ail kinds, including fishing gear. I
have found that they catch more bass than they can consume, and that fish wero
left upon the rocks to spoil, sheer, wanton waste. The law in 1892 stopped this
somewhat; they were informed that they could catch all they wanted to eat and no
more. The bass fishing was better this year than they had before. The Ontario
Fishery Laws allowing 12 bass for one person, would create unnecessary slaught er
if there were 6 in a camp. If printed cards were placed on the islands notifying
the anglers that they could not catch more than they could consume or send to their
friends, it would be in the right direction, or if they could sell the surplus fish to
dealers, and if they allowed the fish tospoil, heavy penalties should be enforced.

Comparative Value.of Fish.

The comparative values of the fish are thus: whitefish first, trout second
pickerel third. Pickerel are becoming a vory important fish, that is the yellow
pickerel, cgused by the firmness of their flesh and the consequent ease with which
ihipments of them can be made with safety.

Falling Off of Fish.

The tish have fullen off in this rçanner: whitefisbp mostly brought about by
over fishing.. There were a thousand miles of gill-nets used last year from Mani-
toulin to Midland, and around the bay north and south shores, and some 1,170 fishing
crafts, large and small, used in connection with the industry; 585 men were
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engaged, besides boys employed, in the fishing; that is, the cause of the falling off
is that too much iiet·is set in the water and the fishery caniot stand it; it is vastly
too largely fished and must be reduced, otherwise the fishermen will lose their
iindustry.

Suggestions.

I would like to offer to the Commission the following few suggestions:-
The sail-boats engaged in fishing above 20 feet keel and up to 30 feet should be

limited in the amount of net they should fish, and it should not exceed 5,000 yards
of gill.nets. A sail-boat of 18 feet keel and up to 20 feet -hould not exceed 3,000
yards of gill-ncts, and al sail-boats of less than 18 feet keel should not be allowed
to carry an excess of 2,000 yards of gill-nets. With regard to " fike" or hoop-nets,
they should be permitted to fish from the 15th October to the 1st of April in
grounds not frequented by whitefish, salmon-trout, or black bass. Another matter:
There are lakes in the country where there are no inhabitants, that are fuil of the
very best fish. These lakes, I think, might be fished by fishermen from the 15th of
October to the 1st of April, if not inhabited by whitefish, salmon-trout, or black
bass; gill-net fishing or angling ouly might be allowed under speciat limitations.

Witness in reply to Mr. Harris:

General Remarks.

The facilities of Midland as a fishing centre are fairly good for the shipping of
fish caught at Copperhead Island, Giant's Tomb, Christian Island, and sundry other
places, by capture with gill-nets. These islands are from 15 to 40 miles from Mid-
]and. The value of fish shipped from this place and caught on the above grounds
would be about $35,000, of which the larger proportion would be for Canadian con-
sumption and markets. Last season I saw three large lots or shipments of fish,
principally pickerel, that were not more than nine or ten inches long; this indicates
overfishing and the catching of too smali fish. About speckled trout-there are
several trout streáms in this section that are now fished out; they are not natural
trout streams; the waters are not able to properly raise these fish here, as the
streams are not good waters for trout; they get very low in the summer and the
water gets soft and warm and unsuitable for speckled trout. Fishermen would be
well satisfied if the close seasons were well chosen. As to the sizes of bass:.a 10-
inch bass is not too small to be taken by anglers, none should be caught under If
pounds in weight. No law could be made to limit the number of fish taken, as it
would be broken constantly. Hoop-iets should not be fished or allowed in the
water between the 1st of 4pril and the 15th of October in each year.

The witness thon withdrew.

FRANK BONTER, duly sworn:-Lives in Midland; has been a fisherman for
from fifteen to twenty years ; a Canadian by birth.

Witness examined by Mr. Wilmot:

I carry on a fishery for rock fish and herring, pike, pickerel, bullhoads, perch
and other coarse fish, with gill-nets of three and a half inch mesh, number forty-five
to fifty twine. I fish for them, the herring, in the Midland Bay. The coarse fish
are caught up on the north shore, as far as Point aux Baril, about oighty miles
from here.
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Hoop-Nets.

I use hoop-nets, or rather did use them till stopped, and with which I cauglit
bullheads and other coarse fish. I was stopped by the inspector last year. My nets
were seized and burned by the inspector, F. Fraser. I use round hoop-nets, the
same as are used in the Bay of Quinté. The mesh in the bowl is three inches, in
the remaining part, wings and lead, six inches. From four to six hoops are used,
and two tunnels. The wings are about ten feet long, and the leader from seven to
eight rods long. My nets were "single leads," one " bowl," and were not used
where salmon-trout or whiteflsh frequented. There would be a few bass taken.
The 3-inch bowl would catch catfish, pike, perch, suckers, &c., by the ton. Three-
inch mesh is the right sort to catch cattish,

Markets and Price of Fish.

I sell all ny fish to home markets. Bullheads are worth from four to five
cents; pickerel, three to threc and a half cents; pike, two cents; bass, coarse fish,
suckers, are worth three-quarters of a cent a pound.

Spawning tine of Fish.

The time for spawning is: For bullheads, in June; pickerel, frorn the 151h of
April to the last of the month; pike, very early, os soon as the ice goes out; bass
spawn in June; perch spawn in April; sunfish in May and June; suckers and
mullets spawn early in the spring, up rivers and streams. The hoop-nets are some-
times injured by storms. Hoop-nets only take fish that cannot get through a three-
inch mesh. The close seasons should be adopted for certain kinds of fish. Pickerel
and bass should by all means be protected. I cannot say about bullheads; however,
they might be too. Hoop-nets are generally set early in the spring, and then again
about the 15th of September, and often they can be fished in the wintor time under
the ice.

Artificial Culture of Fish.

With regard to artificial culture of fish, I am not just now prepared to say any-
thing about it.

Bullheads nost Valuable.

The most valuable fish to me are bullheads. I will get as many as $400 worth
in a season here. In the Bay of Quinté I got $7n0 wourth. They are generally
sold to the dealers at 4 cents a pound, dressed. I have got at the Bay of Quinté
and in ,Buffalo as high as 5 cents a pound. Bullheads, like all other kinds of fish,
can be reduced by overfishing.

Boats and Bullheads.

I use flat boats, not the ordinary fishing boat, but much cheaper. I fish from
ten to fifteen singlo hoop-nets. They will cost complete from about twenty to
twenty-five dollars. The twine used is numbers 9, 12 and 16. 'Two men fish a boat.
A boat will cost about from ten to fifteen dollars. I fished hoop-nets for about
twelve years in the Bay of Quinté. I left there about thrce years ago. I have to
suggest that it would be advisable to allow hoop-net fishing where it will not in-
terfere with salmon-trout and whitefish. In inland waters, which are alive with
bullheads, hoop-nets should be allowed to be used. Mudpouts and bullheads are
the same fish, and are also known as catfish, but the real catfish is another fish al-
together, much larger, and by its proper name is known as the " channel catfish."
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General Remarks.

Witness in reply to Mr. darris:

A 3-inch mesh will catch the average sized mudpout, and that is the proper
mesh for the hoop-net. Hoop-nets are set up all round the points on the main shore
and in marshy bottons in dead water.

I have a receipt for the money which 1 paid to get my license, but I got no
notice of an intention on the part of the Government of disallowing these nets.
Whitefish and trout are not benefitted by the killing of bullheadl and coarse fish,
because they are not found in the same waters. A tew black bass only are taken,
and the time to take bass is only before they spawn as they rush to the shore. You
may get four or five at a lift. But black bass (o not pound well. They will not
lead or gill. I do not know if there were any anglers around where I fished. I saw
some boats travelling around and persons carnped out. They would be fishing for
bass or pickerel, but I did not take particular notice about it.

The witness then retired.

JOHN YATES, duly sworn, states he lives in Midland, and has been a fish
dealer for about eleven years; is a Canadian by birth.

Witness examined by Mr. Wilmot:

I deal in ail classes of fish caught in the Georgian Bay, salmon-trout, whitefish,
herring, pickerel, pike, bullheads, bass, perch and suckers-no ciscoes, but there
were ciscoes in the bay some time ago, and a few are occasionally taken. The limits
where my fishing is carried on are from French River to Midland, along the east
shores of the bay.

Description of Nets.

The nets used are principally gill-nets for whitefish, trout and pickerel. I do
not buy fish caught in any other nets except gill-nets. I have tried to use seines,
but they are not successful. I use no pound or trap-nets. I object to them, because
they catch so many fish that are not mature. The " pot" of the nets generally is
the killing part, and meshes there are smaller than those used in the gill-nets. A
pound-net would require a mesh one inch largerthan a gill-net, to let the snall fish
out. The twine used in gill-nets is No. 50 and 60. In the spring and the fali, No.
40. Pound-nets are made of No. 12 and 16 cotton. This is much larger than the
former. Fish are more liable to be gilled in fine twine than in the coarser kind of
twine. Io.op-nets, " fike " nets and trap-nets are not used here illegally. The
hoop-nets, except for catching bass, should be allowed. The place to use them
is so far inland thât bass would not be affected to any extent. Some bass will, how-
ever, be caught in the nets.

Size of Alesh in Nets.

The proper size of mesh for salmon-trout and whitefish is 4ï inches. The best
and most profitable mesh for the autumn fishing is a 5j or 6-inch mesh, and this
should be then used. For salmon-trout and whitefish the present regulation is 41-
inch mesh. It should be 4ï, because the 4½-inch mesh takes too small a whitefish,
ad one which is not as acceptable in the market. Many would also be immature
fish. For fishing in the autumn the meshes should be 5î inches, and the reason why
they should be larger in the fall than in the summer is because in October the trout
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are then on the shoals for purposes of spawning. There is no difference in the
sizes of fish in the summer or fall. We éatch more in the fall with a 5*-inch mesh
than in the summer. The large mesh takes more fish in the falil.

When Spawning Fish come on Shore.

The sexes are about the same in numbers. The male fish come about the 18th
or 20th of October. and the females come in about the 25th of October. Both come
in for spawning purposes only. The present close season of November covers only
about ten days of the actual spawning. Whitefish come in about the 8th or 9th of
November, aid are done spawning about the 15th, or from that to the 20th. They
spawn very quickly.

Condition of Fish when Best.

As to the time when fish are in their best condition: Salmon-trout and white-
fish are best in the spring, and continue good till the lst of October, they are not as
good at the spawning time as before or after it.

Market Value of Fish.

The whole of my market is in Canada, but I cannot supply the Canadian
demand. Salmon-trout and whitefish are sold at from 4j to 5 cents per lb. in the
summer season and autumn; in the winter, from 5j to 6 cents. These are whole-
sale prices. They are shipped as far east as Montreal. and are also sold in many towns
in Ontario. lerring are sold at $1 por 100 fish. Pickerel during last season were
selling for the sanie price as trout and whitefish. We have no blue pickerel here. I
would buy about one ton of bass during a season. The best prices for these fish are
from 5 to 6 cents; suckers are worth about 1 cent; perch, 1 cent; pike, 2½ cents,
and sunfish, 1 cent per lb.

Spawning time of Fish.

Regarding the spawning times of fish: Salmon-trout are ripest for spawning
between the 20th October and the lst of November; some spawn as late as the 10th
of November. Whitefish are ripest from about the 10th to 20th November, a few
days perhaps before and after, but generally speaking, they are over by about that
time. Black bass are ripest from the 1st to the 10th of June; they hover about
their nests to watch their young for a fortnight atter they are hatched out.

Black Bass-their Destruction.

Bass are caught numerously by anglers from both Canada and the United
States-they are caught by rod and line, and by trolling, and are taken for amuse-
ment-and some are shipped away to their friends. My agents have purchased from
the anglers their surplus fish, as high as 150 tons. There bas been great waste by
persons leaving the fish on the rocks to spoil. Bass are fish that spoil very quickly
unless iced at once. They are caught principally between Parry Sound and Midland,
the average weight of these fish would run about two and three-quarters of a pound.
Bass are very numerous indeed on the limits just mentioned, they can be seen there
by the thousands on the main shore down to the Nottawassaga River, Christian
blands, and the Giants' Tomb. Anglers resort here very largely to catch these
bass. A close season for bass and all other kinds of fish should be thoroughly
enforced.
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Destruction of Nets.

We lose most nets in October from rough weather, and also in part of November.

Sunday Close Time.

With regard to keeping the Sunday close time, it would be impossible to carry
it out properly. I do not know of United States citizens fishing in our waters.
With regard to close seasons, they are certainly beneficial if properly chosen.

Artificial Culture of Fish.

Regarding the artificial culture of fish, I cannot say, but until it is ascertained
that artificial culture can fill the blank, the close seasons should be continued and
enforced.

General Remarks.

My nets are set in the summer as soon as the 27th of April, and are kept set
until the 1st of November, when the close season sets in. My experience is that a
3-inch gill-net mesh will catch whitefish of say about one pound and under-a seine
mesh of 3 inches will catch whitefish largely as they run. Winter fishing is carried
on, and quite a lot of fish caught, consisting of pickerel, pike and trout-no white-
fish-ninety per cent of the trout are caught with hooks during the winter. Pick-
erel and pike are taken with gill-nets, and 10 per cent of the catch would be white-
tish. No bass would be caught in the winter. Indians spear without any limit as
to territory, and they catch ail kinds of fish. With regard to the quality of fish,
whitefish stand highest ; pickerel stand equal to them; trout next; pike and other
coarse fish afterwards. The catching of rough fish would not benetit the better fish,
such as whitefish and trout. Pike do not inhabit the same waters as whitefish and
salmon-trout. Whitefish come in shore to spawn in November. The catching of
coarser fish is not advantageous to the whitefish and trout. There are places within
twenty miles of Midland where the coarse fish could be caught with pound-nets.
The bass close season, if extended to the lst of July, would make no difference
whatever to the fishermen.

Storms Destroying Nets and Fish.

There are some nets carried away annually in stormy weather in October;
storms effect the gill-nets more when they are full of fish. The fish are not as good
at the spawning time as for sorne time prior to that time, and there is no objection
to the buying of them by the public if caught afterthat time. No fish were put up
here during that period. It was understood that November was the close season
but not for pickerel or pike. The pickerel close season is from the 15th of April to
the 1st of May, and this I consider the proper time for these fish.

Al Fish have Fallen Off.

Ali kinds of fish have fallen off very much in recent years, especially whitefish
and trout, by reason of the general use of a small-sized mesh in the nets, and there
being more fishing than formerly. If the sizes of mesh had been kept up as
formerly, the destruction of fish would not have been so great. Killing fish at the
spawning time is injurious always and everywhere. I fished with a sail-boat-sizes
22 and 32 feet keel. i did not fish with tugs. Tug fishing would be more bene-
ficial if fishermen could afford to buy and use them.
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Witness in reply to Mr. Harris:

Pike, pickerel, and suckers are taken in the bay; the most of these coarse fish
are pike. Pike are not caught on whitefish grounds; pickerel are as valuable as
whitefish and trout. The " p'ts " of the pound-nets were one and one-eighth inch,
but I do not approve of therm at all. If tue mesh were larger they might do; the
meh for the " pot " shouild be 4½ to 5 inches extension measure. There is no doubt
that some fish become lost to the fishermen by the gill-nets being out during storms.
In the summer season this is unusual. A good many fishermen do not land their
fish at this port; about half land their fish here; somo at Victoria Hlarbour; some
at Penetanguishene. No steamers or tugs are used here; steamboats do our freight-
ing. Our tishing grounds are convenient to the freighting stations. I do not think
there should be any close seasoi for the herring.

The witness hereupon retired.

CAPT. S. WHARTNIAN, of Waubaushene, was duly sworn. A fish dealer
for four years; previous to that time was in the fishing business about twelve
years; a native Canadian.

Witness examined by Mr. Wilmot:

I have been fishing for salmon-trout, whitefish, and all other kinds: herring,
pickerel, pike, buliheads, bass, perch and coarse fish. I have been fishing largely
in the Georgian Bay. I fish with gill-nets and fike-nets or hoop-nets.

Size of Meshes.

Tbe sizes of the mesh I use in my nets for salmon-trout and whitefish are 4ý
to 5 inches in summer fishing-in the fall fishing 5j and 6 inches extension. I use
the same kind of net for pickerel and bass. I tind that a 4½ or 5-inch mesh will let
2½ pound trout pass through. A 4 pound trout and under will pass through a 6-
inch mesh. The fish are much larger in the fall, which is what causes us to use the
larger mesh at that time.

When Fish come in to Spawn.

The salmon-trout come in the fall for spawning purposes, about the 20th of
October, and they will stay there about two weeks or a little longer. Whitefish
corne in on or about the 1st to 5th of November, and will remain for spawning
purposes about two or three weeks; the time, however, for these fish coming in
shore to spawn wili vary from five to ten days, according to the locality.

Fish when Best for Use-not Good in Spawning Time.

I find that these fish are the best in the spring of the year; they are aiso good
in the fall after the water gets cold, say aftet the Lt of November. This applies to
salmon-trout and whitefish; they are not so good in the spawning time as they are
for the month previous; this, ot' course, in a general way applies to all kinds of fish,
none are so good just at the spawning times.

The Price of Fish and their Mtarkets.

Montreal is my principal market for tish, but other towns also buy from me;
some of my fish also go to the United States. During the last two years the
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Canadian market have consumed my supply of fish. The average prices of fish are:-
Salmon-trout, 3î cents, and whitefish, 4 cents per pound; both these are for the fish
dressed; pickerel, 3j cents ; pike, 2j cents; bass, 5 cents; herring, 90 cents per 100
fish; coarse fish, about 1 cent a pound.

The Spawning time of Fish.

Regarding the spawning time of fish, salmon-trout are the ripest about the 1st
of November; whitefish commences about the lth or 12th of November; herring
spawn later; pickerel spawn from about the 20th to the 25th of April; pike spawn
early in the spring; base, in May and June; maskinongé, in May: all theso fish
may spawn some days earlier or some days later. Cattish spawn in the month of
June. I find October and November the worst months for breaking up our nets.
The damage is done also a good deal in May; that is in the outside fishing.

Small Fish destroyed by Seines.

With regard to small and undersized fish, many small pickerel are brought in
as low as a quarter of a pound; they are caught with seines; no small whitefish or
salnon-trout are taken. Seines with a 3-inch mesh will bring almost all kinds of
small fish ashore. Three-inch neshed gill-nets will take a medium sized whitefish.
Seines should not be allowed in the interests of the fishermen, unless the mesh is at
least 4½ inches in the " bag." Pound or trap-nets will take fish more plentiful than
gill-nets, and will take any kind of fish, small as well as large. In the best interests
of the fisheries pound or trap-nets should not be permitted to be used in the
Georgian Bay; they might be used in the small bays where trout and whitefish do
not frequent. IHoop-nets might bo used in such waters as catfish frequent; the
mesh should be 3 to 31 inches, otherwise too small fish wili be caught; seines
should not be allowed, except with restriction as to the size of mesh-that it should
not be less than 4 inches. Herring seines might be fished with 2½-inch mesh, if
not fished where salmon-trout and whitefish frequent. Fishing in the winter is
carried on by gill-nets, and with seines under the ice. Seines catch a number of
small piekerel, bass, sunfish, &c. Spearing is done by the Indians and half-breeds,
generally speaking.

Artificial Culture of Fish.

The artificial culture of fish would be a great thing. In order to keep up the
supply there should be a hatchery on the Georgian Bay, this is necessary to keep
up the standard of fish here. The comparative values of fish are that whitefish are
best, saimon-trout next, pickerel next, bass next, maskinongé next, bullheads, then
herring, after that the coarse fish.

The Falling off of Fish.

In reply to the question as to which fish bas fallen off most, I would say that
whitefish have diminished most by overfishing. Salmon-trout and other predaceous
fish feed largely upon the young whitefish, which are very innocent in their nature.
Whitefish have fallen off fully one-third during rny period of fishing. Salmon-trout
appear to me to be about the same in numbers as formerly.

Salmon-Trout of Diferent Kinds.

I may say there are three-kinds of salmon-trout-one, known as the salmon-
trout proper; another, the "potgut" found in the deep water, and the "sisqua-
haits "-all known from one another by their difference in colour, shape and quality
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of flesh. The salmon-trout proper are best, the "potguts " next, and the "sisqua-
haits " last, and very fat. The salmon-trout will average about eight pounds, the
" potguts " about four pounds, and the " sisquahaits " about the same. The " pot-
guts " and "sisquahaits " spawn in deeper water, if they spawn at all, and it will be
in the fall of the year, later than the other ones.

Deccription of Boats used.

I fish with a sail-boat, 30 feet kel-2 and 3 men fish in this boat with about
200 rods of net. The net will be about five and a half or six feet in depth. The
average catch the last one or two years bas been small to what it was formerly,
caused, no doubt, by overfishing. I fished in Lake Ontarioin 1874 at Presqu'Isie and
Brighton, principally for trout of large size-the mesh used for them would be 6
inches. The fish were quite plentiful then, but I left there in 1878 to come to the
Georgian Bay fishing, because I found that it was better than in Lake Ontario. The
rough fish and whitefish in Lake Ontario have fallen off very much. I have under-
stood from late residents that the fishing in Lake Ontario years ago was very good,
wagon-loads of whitefish were sold there at one time for $1; that, is all done now.

Fishing by Tourists.

I would suggest that fishermen, tourists and arglers should not be permitted to
destroy fish as they do. I have seen thirty or forty bass rotting on the shores,
caught by tourists, and this within four years ago on Jibley Island. I have caught
as many as 75,-25 would be a fair catch in a day. Fishing is done by rod and line
and trolling, and the fly sometimes; bass take tho fly well about the end of June and
July. Taken altogether, the tourists are not objectionable, the better class of them
having some little money to expend-most of them bring their tents and live
cheaply. Some of them have built cottages on the Islands. In legislation the tour-
ists should not bo considered with regard to other fishermen, as the tourist can
take care of himself. Bass spawn about the 15th of' June-they protect and look
after their young for a time-catfish and dogfish do this also. It would be better
to extend the close season for bass till the lst of July. Fishermen can mako good
wages fishing for bass with a rod and lino, he might make $2 a day readily from his
fisli.

General Reniarks.

It would be advisable to allow hoop-nets to catch bullheads in the marshy
waters. When any changes are made by Order in Council or otherwise, previous
notice should be given of ibis announcement for some little time, so that the fisher-
men may prepare for it.. The right size for the mesh of herring seines should be 2¾
to 3 inches-the herring are smaller heie than they are in Lake Erie or Ontario. I
have seen the roe and milt in the "potgut " salmon-trout. A fisherman can handle
1,200 or 2,000 rods of net with a 30-foot keel boat with three men.

Illegal Fishing.

There is a good deal of net set in the Georgian Bay that the department does
not know of. It would be far better for all if they all fished alike as to quantity of
net. It is very difficult for a fishery overseer to cover such a largo territory and
properly attend to it. It would be better to put letters and numbers on the boats
that are licensed to fis-h in order that they might be known. It would be advanta-
geous to have the rougher classes of fish caught as well as the better kinds.
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Witness in answer to Mr. Harris:·
Salmon-trout come to the top in the summer months after herring for food and

therefore are not caught so largely as in the spring and fali. The larger run of
the fail fish are just the same fish as in the spring, but we do not get nany of these
large fish in the spring. Seines are used at Change Beach and Matchedash Bay,
and a couple of seines are used at Point Aubrey. The mesh in the centre of these
seines is 2j to 3 inches. Herring frequent the deeper bays amongst the isiands,
whitefish und trout are not plentiful there, they come in about the 1st cf November.

The witness then retired.

WILLIAM J. HODGINS was then duly sworn. Witness stated he lived in
Midland and had been a fisherman for about 12 years; on Lake Ontario for 2 years,
and for 10 years here in the Georgian Bay; also that he was a native Canadian.

Witness examined by Mr. Wilmot:
I fish for salmon-trout, whitefish, sturgeon, pickerel, bass and coarse fish. My

fishing grounds in Lake Ontario were around the Main Ducks for 2 years, and since
then for 10 years in the Georgian Bay a!ong the north shore.

Size of Mesh used.

I use gill-nets for salmon-trout and whitefish with a mesh of 4½ to 4 .inches,
that is for the summer fishing; I use 5j and 6 inches for the fall fishing. In the
summer, fishing a4ý to 4¾-inch meshwill let tish of2 pounds and under pass through.
A 3 pound fish and under will pass through a 5½ and 6-inch mesh. A 3 inch gill-
net will catch fish from Î of a pound-to a pound in weight, or about half sized fish.
I use both descriptions of nets during the summer and fall. The 5½ and 6-inch mesh
in the summer will catch large whitefish from 4 to 5 pounds each, the smaller fish
will not take so readily in this sized mesh.

When Fish are best.

As to the time in which fish are best, I would say that salmon-trout and white-
fimh are good at all times, there is no time when they are very much better than
another. I narket my tish at Mink Island, where an agent of the fishing.companies
buys them; I sell them to the Buffalo Fish Company, and sometimessell some salted
for local use.

Price of Fish.

The prices of the salmon-trout and whitefish are generally 3j cents all round,
cleaned. Bass and pickerel the same, but pickerel are the most valuable in the
opinion of the buyers.

Wien Fish are ripe to spawn.

As to the spawning times of fish, the salmon-trout are ripest for spawning pur-
poses from the 25th of October to the 10th of Novenber; the whitefish spawn more
freely from the 10th to the 25th November, both of these fish will spawn earlier
and later than the above dates. Pickerel will be found to spawn in the months of
April and May, bass spawn during the months of May and June.
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Loss of Nets.

The loss of nets by fishermen is more particularly in the fall, in November and
October. Fihermen would be able to make something more if they were allowed
to fish in November.

Dealers buy all sizes of Fish.

I do not catch any small fish myself, but ail fish are bought by the dealers,
large and small, fish of¾ of a pou nid ai e not saleable, however, not many are caught

here.

American Fishermen and Sunday Close Time.

It would bc im practicable for ihe fishermen to kcep the Sunday close season,
particularly with the outside fishing in the bay. I do not know of Americans
fishing in our waters, but Americans are, however, said to fish at the Bustard
Islands; they fish with gill-nets and sail-boats.

Close Seasons are Desirable.

I would most certainly say that close seasons are beneficial, and if hatcheries
are built up here they will heIlp keep the fisheries up. Fish will always breed
on certain shoals that fishermen cannot get to; these places should be set aside for
the fish to breed upon. I do not carry on winter fishing; it is, however, done by
other parties with gill-nets through the ice for catching pickerel, salmon-trout and
whitetish, and a sturgeon or two at times.

Hoop-nets take Bass.

I do not think bass fishing is carried on with nets; they are caught with the
gill-nets; they are, however, now I think of it, caught with hoop-nets a good deal.
Nets are set in channels between the islands in shallow waters; they are set with
leaders to take in a part of the channel; other fish, such as pickerel, bullheads, and
in fact any fish that comes along arc likely to be led into the tunnel and taken. i
do not know the size of the mesh usually in use. The sportsmen catch bass with
rol and line about the islands situated about sixty miles from here. The islands are
very numerous. Gill-nets cannot be set back of these islands.

Artficial Breeding of Fish.

I would say that whitefish fish breeding is very beneficial to the fisheries of these
great lakes and other waters and should bc extended to this place, that is, I mean
that a hatchery should be established here, and I know very weli it would be of the
very best assistance in sustaining the fisheries; something should be done to keep
up the fisheries, as they are now falling off very much.

The Grading of Fish.

I would grade the fish in this way: whitefish first, salmaon-trout second, pickerel
third, herring fourth, pike fifth, bass sixth, and then coarse fish. If any effort is
made to keep up the standard of fish, whitefish and salmon-trout should take the
lead by all means.

248



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 100.) A. 1893

Fish have decreased.

Generally speaking, fish have decreased a great deal during my time here, the
cause of which is overfishing, and catching them at the spawning times makes also
a great diflerence. This applies to salmon-trout and whitefish in the summer and
fall fishing.

When Fish Come on Shore to spawn.

Fall trout corne on the shore about the 15th of October; whitefish about the
10th of November; both of these fish come on the shore to spawn, and I do not
think it is wise to catch these fish when they are spawning.

Size of Fishing Boats.

I use a sail-boat 18 feet keel, with one man and a boy, and fish from 10 to 12
nine pound-nets. In 1891 I caught 10 tons, in 1892 sevea tons, that is with a single
rig; formerly, with my 30-foot boat, 1 would use 18 to 21 nets with two or three
mon, and would take 14 or 15 tons of fish. A single rig is most profitable, because
it is easier on the nets, needs less men and less nets. Fish are now one-third less
than fornerlv in my time, but the size of fish is about the same. In 1891 about six
tons out of the ten tons would run three to five pounds each in the 6-inch mesh.
I cannot say positively what change there is (if any) in the sizes of fish, but I know
they have fallen off one-third in quantity. The price now is 3½ conts dressed ; for-
merly they were sold by the piece at 7 and 8 cents each fish; whitefish and trout,
large and small fish, all drew the same price. It is better now, because they are
sold by the pound.

Some Fish are Lost because Bad and Rotten.

Some quantities of fish are lost, a good many by their having too many nets
out and leaving them in the water too long and the fish become drowned and die,
dealers only buying the drowned fish as cuils ; they are. kept separate because the
01 1 )any wants these culis kept apart. Culls will not seli anywhere unless salted;
I would not eat a culled fish myself. Culis salted here may be fit to eat, but I
would not care to eat them; they are soft and flabby and I have no stomach for
them. Yes, sometimes there would be a good many eulis. I have known as many
as 1,400 rotten fish thrown away at one time; they are not thrown in the water,
but are brough. on shore, where the gulls eat them. I know that if dead fish are
thrown in the water it pollutes the fishing ground. I fished in Lake Ontario from
1875 to 1877, and caught whitefish and trout there. Whitefish had become very
scare there when 1 left, and they were very plentiftl there before 1877. In 1856
and 1857 whitefish were very plentiful indeed, and they were then caught in very
great numbers.

Nets-Quantity used.

Regarding the quantity of net used, I would say that 10 and 12 pounds of net
would be used in one boat with threc men. I would put up about 100 packages

or 50 barrels in the month of November. In 1876, near Christmas, I set 5 pounds of
nets and caught 500 whitefish. Whitefish were more plentiful then in Lake Ontario
than I have ever seen them here-that was in 1876. Whitefish within my own
knowledge wei e as plentiful in Lake Ontario as they have ever been here. I left
Lake Ontario to come bore to better my fishing and other fishermen have come here
also with the same intention.
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Suggestions- Using too many Nets.

I would respectfully offer the following suggestions:-I would say that a great
many fishermen are fishing too many nets to their boats. A single rig with an 18
foot boat should fish from 10 to 12 nets of 700 yards each. A double rig, or 32 foot
boat should not fish more than 21 nets of 700 yards each, but the double rigs now
do fish 28 and 29 nets and some of them even 30 nets. There should certainly be a
limit to the number of nets or yards of net fished by single as well asdouble.rigged
boats. A single rig should be limited to 10 or 12 only and the double rig to 20 or
21 nets and no more. Large companies with tugs should bo limited to not more
than 30 nets-some tugs, however, fish as high as 40 nets and even more than that.
I pay a fee of $5 for a small boat and the big boats do not pay any more. Tugs
pay only $10, which is a very unfair rate proportionately with us. Keep the
monh of November closed, and keep out some of the big rigs and tugs and the
fishery will hold good for ail time.

Witness, in reply to Mr. Commissioner Harris:-

The sturgeon are not taken numerously in the Georgian Bay-the best place is
in Nottawassaga River. I have caught them there myself and have seen 100ý
of them taken in one haul of a seine; these would weigh from 30 to 100 pounds.
I have seen them ail along there from one foot in length upwards. Quite a few
rock sturgeon are caught and the small sturgeon are taken out in deep water in
gill-nets, but very few in number, and they ought to be thrown back alive as
being ot no commercial use. Sturgeon under 3 feet in length should not be allowed
to be taken or murketed. Sturgeon spawn in April and May in the rivers. The
whitefish spawn principally from the 10th to the 25th of November; some may
spawn earlier and some after that time. They spawn principally at Mink Island
and Byng Inlet. Heavy winds stop the sail-boats as weil as the tugs. There is
not much difference in the ability of sail-bouts and tugs to lift nets. If the tugs
could lift more frequently, it would prevent the waste of fish, such as now goes on.

The witness hereupon withdrew.

W. W. CHURCH was then sworn. Lives in Midland; is a fisherman, and has
been so for the past forty years, thirty-eight years in Lake Ontario, and the balance
in the Georgian Bay.

Witness examined by Mr. Wilmot:

I have fished for whitetish, salmon-trout, and ail kinds, including pickerel,
bass, mullets, and coarse fish. Formerly I fished in Lake Ontario, and latterly in
the Georgian Bay.

Description of Nets used and Size of Mesh.

I fished with gill-nets of 4¾-inch for salmon-trout and whitefish; in Lake
Ontario with a 4ý-inch mesh, and in the Georgian Bay with a 4, and in the Georgian
Bay with 4¾ mesh. The herring gill-nets would be 24-inch mesh. I have used hoop-
nets in Lake Ontario, and for one year or so here. These nets catch bullheads and
sometimes pickerel and pike, and now and then a bass, but not often. A 4¾-inch
mesh will let a pound and a half fish go through. This will apply to ail fish. A 4¾-
inch mesh is about the right thing.
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When Salmon-trout and Whitefish are best.

Salmon-trout and whitefish are best during the months of June and July; they
are poorest just after spawning time, and are not very good to eat at the spawn-
ing time.

Markets and Price of Fish.

I sell my fish-part of them in Midland, some of them are put up in barrels,
but I cannot say where they are shipped to. Fish were generally salted in barrels
when I fished in Lake Ontario. .Fresh fish were not in demand, as there wero no
freezers at that time, the fish were taken over to the United States for sale generally.
Salmon-trout and whitefish and pickerel are worth 4 cents a pound at Midland.
Whitefish in Lake Ontario fornerly sold at $5 a barrel. Salmon-trout from $8 to
$10 a barrel. In the Georgian Bay the coarse fish, such as pike, are worth 2 cents
a pound; perch and mullets are worth about 1 cent a pound; herring bring 75
cents to $1 for every 100 fish. None of these latter fish were saleable in Lake
Ontario when I fished there.

Spawning Time for Fish.

The spawning time for fish is:-Salmon-trout begin to spawn hero about 20th
of October, and remain on their ground spawning about ten days; some might
spawn later than this. In Lake Ontario it is about the same. Whitefish are a little
later, say ten days later. Herring spawn in November, generally from about the
10th to 20th, and they are the same in Lake Ontario. Pickerei spawn in Lake
Ontario from 25th of April to the 10th of May; bass spawn in the month of June
pike in April; maskinengé about 10th of May; catfish spawn in June.

When Nets are most injured.

The hardest month on nets is September and October, but November is some-
what worse on account of its being colder in conjunction with the storms. With
regard to small fish being thrown away in Lake Ontario in quantities, there might
be 200 or 300 thrown away in one night, but I never saw that done here.

About Close Seasons.

As to the Sunday close time-from Saturday night till Monday morning-it
would be impracticable for the fishermen to carry it out-that is, I mean for the true
fishermen out in the bay. I consider it practical to have a close season, but not to
have it too long-it is proper to have a close season for say ten days, but not much
longer. This would apply to salmon-trout and whitefish-ten to fifteen days should
be sufficient for all kinds of fish to do their spawning in. During this time which
is set aside, no person should be allowed to fish for them in anyway whatever.

Time of Setting Nets and Spearing Fish.

We set our gill-nets about the lst of May, and keep them set until the close
season sets in in November. Winter fishing is carriet on by gill-nots, catching piko,
pickerel, and an odd salmon-trout and whitefish, but no bass, and a few herring. With
regard to spearing, I do not think this is done much, but it is done, principally by
Indians on the north shore of the Georgian Bay. About Shanagonit Bay a good
deal of this kind of thing is done.
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Hatcheries and Fish Culture.

I would say in regard to artificial fish culture that I consider it a good thing,
and I think so from what I have heard of its good results in other places. As to
establishing a hatchery here, I consider that Midland City ought to be as good a
place as any other for a hatchery.

Comparative Standards of Fish.

With regard to the difference in fish, I would say that whitefish would be best,
trout next, pickerel next, herring and bass next; bass are not a profitable fish to
the net fishermen. Fish are getting scarcer every year in Georgian Bay.

Seines Destructive to Fish.

In Lake Ontario, whitefish years ago were caught by the thousands in seines,
from the 10th of October to the 1st of November, along the beach at Weller's Bay
and the Cousecon Bay. At Presqu' Isle, along the shores of the lake, I have known
every.forty rods of the beach for five miles to have a seine. A seine would haul
from 1,000 to 6,000 fish at a haul. These fish were elcaned and salted in barrels.
Seine owners would have some times as many as fifteen persons cleaning and salt-
ing fish, and sometimes many of the fish would he spoilt, they were taken so
numerously. It was about thirty years ago when they began to drop off. When I
left thirty years ago it was not worth while going out with a boat, they were so scarce;
this was caused by catching too many in the summer season. I have known as many
as forty thousand caught in one seine in July. They cleaned what they could, dis-
tributed as many as possible, and great quantities were thrown away on the beach.
These would include all sizes, young and old. They were caught with a seine with
a back of 2ý-inch mesh; the wings were about 3 inches, and the other parts 4
inches. The length of the seine was from eighty to one hundred and ten rods, and
was generally worked with from six to eight mon. This would make a great num-
ber of men to be working at the seines, while as many more, farmers and others,
would be waiting to get a haul. That business is all gone now, not being worth
carrying on at all. As the fish were done out in Ontario, we came up to the
Georgian Bay to fish, and quite a few other fishermen came up here aiso for the
same reason and purpose that I did. Fishing may not decline so fast here as it did
down there, as there are ne seine grounds. Seines are very destructive kinds of
nets, more so than gill-nets. If you surround a school of fish with a seine you catch
them ail, but with gill-nets you will not do this, only taking sueh as will gill them-
selves. One boat is used by me, of 30 feet keel, and worked by two men with
thirty pounds of web of net; nilne pounds of web will make about 100 yards of
net.

Loss of Fish in -ets.

With regard to fish dying in the nets, I must say that sometimes fish are
brought in in a softer state than in others. These are cleaned and salted. Some-
times nets will be out three or tour days; they are though generally lifted every
other day. i fish with a boat under license, and pay $5 for the latter. I do nQt
know what amount of net is mentioned in the license, that is the amount of net to
fish with. When I fished in Lake Ontario the fishing there was very good, and I
have never seen fishing as good, or even half as good as it was in Lake Ontario. I
know this of my own knowledge from having fished in both places.

Suggestions.

i would offer the following suggestions:-I think that fish becarne scarcer in
Lake Ontario, first, because so many young fish were caught in June and July, and
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on account of overfishing during the spawning time. Whitefish and salmon-trout
keep pretty well apart while spawning-their grounds are different. Salmon-trout
spawn in deeper warer than whitetish. I do not know anything about these 'pot-
gut " salmon-trout they speak of. They appear always to be taken in the summer,
though they tell me in the fali thev are larger when they come in to spawn. Thero
are no freezing establishments here, and 1 do not know anything about them. It
would be beneticial to clean out the rough fish by some process. Pickerel bring 4
cents; pike, 2 cents; bass, 4 cents; green bass, 2 cents; bullheads, 3j to 4 cents.
Builbeads, mudpouts and catfish are praetically one and the same fish. SmalI
meshed nets would not gill all fish. Herring would be in the locality where trap-
nets would be set. The mesh to catch herrings should be 2ý-inch mesh. Herring
are smnaller here than in Lake Erie. If pound-nots were set in suitable ground
where salmon-trout and whitelish do not resort, they would not be objectionable.
No illegal fishing is going on bore; no poaching, and ail are pretty honest fisher-
men; in fact there are so many officers and cruisers about here that we cannot fish
without a license. In the close season the non-licensed fishermen fish just as they
please-there is no law to prevent them.

Witness in reply to Mr. Commissioner Harris:

Whitefish were more numerous in Lake Ontario than any other kind of fish.
Pike, pickerel, bass and trout eat young fish, and sone kinds of fish destroy the
spawn. Whitefish nevertheless, held their own in the old days of fishing and sal-
mon-trout were plentiful at the same time. When whitefish dropped off, salmon-
trout were gone into rupre fully, and thon they likewise dropped off. It would be a
benofit if pike and pickerel, bass, eclpouts and dogfish were taken out-it would
benefit the whitefish. The only way to catch the rough fish to make it profitable, a
hoop or trap-net is required. Salmon-trotit begin to spawn about the 20th of Octo-
bor-some whitefish will be mixed with them at that time but not plentifully.

The witness thon withdrew.

CIARLES HILL, dulysworn, lives in Midland, bas been a fisherman for above
forty years and is a naturalized Canadian.

Witness, in reply to Mr. Commissioner Wilmot, said:

I catch mostly coarse fish, and fish for mulpouts principally, of which I have
handled sometimes in one week, as much as twelve tons-this was in Prince
Edward County, on Lake Ontario. 1 have also caught other coarse tish, such as
bass, pike, pickerel, and latterly for the past four years, I bave been taking the
same fish bore in the Gieorgian Bay. I fish with hoop-nets almost wholly.

Corroborates Evidence of Former Witness.

I have heard the evidence put in by Mr. Phillips, and his description of hoop-
nets, with which I agree, but when fishing them myself, sometimes I use a short
leader with a pair of nets-the leader will be from 5 to 6 rods long. I bave tished an
eight foot hoop at the entrance, but think a four foot hoop will do equally as well.
With regard to the size of the mesh for the hoop-nets, I corroborate Mr. Phillips's
statement as being correct. I also corroborate Mr. Phillips's statement as to the
time when cattish are in the best condition. I sell my tish hore to dealers and get
the samo price as given and stated by Mr. Phillips. As to the time and mode of
the spawning of catfish, I also fully endorse the statements made by Mr. Phillips.
The reason why I endorse Mr. Phillips's statements are that we have often fished
together and know each others' views on the subject of the hoop-not and catfish
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fishing thoroughly. With regard to the Sunday close time, I think it would be
seriously objectionable to carry out the law to take up our nets from Saturday night
to Monday morning, iii fact it would be almost impossible to do so.

Americans Ishing.

With regard to Americans fishing in our waters, being an American citizen
when 1 tirst commenced tishing and betore moving into Canada, I may say that I
then used to furnish net gear to the Canadians who fishel, and I took their fish from
them. At that time there was not much of a market on this aide, and I narketed
them in the United States. I first came ino Canada to live about 20 years ago,
and have lived in Canada permanently for the past fi years, 4 years of this time in
Midland, carrying on hoop-net fishing. Some call them trap-nets but they are of the
same description as those described by Mi. Phillips, except that they are square
instead of round and are made of ropes instead of hoops. They are set in the saie
manner as told by him, being raised with corks and leads, for ordinary coarse fish-
ing they are better, but for catfish the hoop-nets are equally as good.

Close Seasons are Right.

I am of the opinion that it is very wise indeed of the Government having close
seasons for the preservation of coarse fish, and the time for these seasons has been
fully described by Mr. Phillips and which I fully endorse. i set my nets about the
1st of April and keep then in the water until the last of May; I then take them
up and set them again in September and keep them in then until it freezes up.

Hoop-nets take Smal Psh, &c.

In these hoop-nets we take sonie small fish, such as sunfish and perch, rock
bass, but hardly any of the black bass. As to winter fishing, Ido not carry on hoop-
net tishing in the winter, it is not protitable, but I fish gill-nets under ice for catching
pickerel, now and then a whitefish may be taken, but no bass, though some pike
occasionally.

Mesh and Gill-nets, and Size of Fish.

The mesh for gill-nets used is a 6-inch mesh. The pickerel we catch will run
about 5 to 5½ pounds each; pike from fi to 8 pounds; maskinongé are very seldom
taken. Whitefish will average from 5 to 9 pounds but they are very scarce. The
quality of fish run thus: Whitefish will be best, salnon-trout next, and pickerel then
next.

Falling off of Fish.

About the falling off of fisb, I have not taken much notice of it, as I have not
been here long enough to notice it, but I have noticed that bullheads are not so
plentiful here as they were in Prince Edward County on Lake Ontario. The bull-
heads and the coarse fish have fallen off a good deal in Prince Edward County to
'what they were at the time I came away.

Size of Boats.

I fish with one boat of 18 feet keel. It takes 2 men to work it. I took on an
average about 3 tons a year since I came here. I would make the following sug-
gestions: In my experience bullheads appear to be more numerous than the other
coarse fish, they come to maturity quickor and it does not seem that they get any
acarcer, but I think they should have a close season as referred to.
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Witness in reply to question by Mr. Commissioner Harris:

The hoop-net is prohibited in these waters in the Georgian Bay; outside they
catch a good rnany small fish during the season. The officers seized some of my nets
and burned them, and I paid a license fee in the spring for the nets. The officer
said he had authority to seize all hoop-nets, officer Fraser seized some and Captain
Dann did so also, and one McDermott did so too. Those McDermott seized, I paid
overseer Fraser $10 tor a license to fish them. Hoop-nets are the only corret nets
to fish with for coarso fish, equally as it is to allow gill-nets for salmon-trout and
whitefish in the outside waters of the bay. The catching of the coarse fish does not
effect the salmon-trout and whitefishi fisheries as they are not on the same grounds
at all. Mudcats are caught in the marshes more than anywhere else. Perch and
sunfish feed upon other fih-perch are very destructive.

Coarse Fish require Regulations like other Fish.

Coarse fish fishing should be put under proper regulations as well as fishing for
other kinds of fish. The coarse fish industry will compare favourably with the
other fisheries outside in the bay.

Difference between Uoop-nets and Trap-nets.

Herewith is a plan of the net: This net has an advantage over the ordinary
bullhead net by having a leader to turn fish in. This is what is called a trap-net,
as used in the Georgian Bay for catching rough fish. The difference between this
and the hoop-net, so called, is that this net is made without hoops, but stretched in
its shape by three stretchers, as shown in the plan, the entrance or mouth of the
tunnels being from top to bottom, whilst the hoop-net entrance is from the contre
of the hoops.

This concluded Mr. Hill's evidence.

WILLIAM GEROW was then duly sworn. Witness stated he lived in Midland
and is a fisherman of about thirty-five or forty years' standing; a Canadian by birth.

Witness examined by Mr. Wilmot:

I fish for salmon-trout and whitefish, and my locality where I do my fishing is
from Moss Point to Point au Sprat, in the Georgian Bay. I use gill-nets of the fol-
lowing descriptions:-I use a 4¾-inch mesh in the suminer and fail for salmon-trout,
and a two-pound and under fish will pass through this mesh. A whitefish of the
same size will pass through. Salmon-trout are in good condition for all purposes,
except when spawning. This applios also to whitefish. I soli all my fish in Mid-
land to Mr. Yates, the fish dealer, who buys on his own account.

Value of Fish.

The value of salmon-trout and whitefish dressed is four cents a pound, and the
average weight of the salmon-trout dressed is three pounds; in the summer fishing,
four and a half pounds undressed. The whitefish are three cents dressed, and wili
weigh four pounds fresh. The fail catch of the salmon-trout will run from seven to
thirty pounds dressed. Whitefish will run from three to four pounds undressed.
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When fish come on the Shore to spawn.

Salmon-trout in Lake Superior come on shore about the 10th of September,
and on the south shore of the Georgian Bay about the 19th of October, and on the
north shore of the bay about the saine time. They come on the shores fron the
deep water for spavning pur)oses. They will remain there from about ton to
fifteen days, and then leave the shore. AIL will spawn in about that time. In Lake
Superior they will get through by the 20th of September, and in the Georgian Bay
about the lst of November. No spawning of any consequence is donc atter the st
of November by salmon-trout. Whitefish go on the shore about the 1st of November
in the Georgian Bay for spawning purposes, and they remain about ten or fifteen
days at the longest. Some will spawn a littie before or after the dates above men-
tioned. Herring spawn in November, and black bass spawn in June. Pickerel
spawn between the 25th of May and the 1st of June. Catfish spawn in June.

When Nets are most injured.

The worst time for our nets while fishing is in September, October and Noveni-
ber. In these months it is almost useless to fish, as we make nothing on account of
the stormy weather injuring the nets. I do not catch any immature or small fish
as a rule.

Sunday Close Time Impracticable.

It would be impracticable for me or any fisherman to carry out what is called
the Sunday close time, that is to take up our nets on Saturday night and louve them
up out of the water until Moiiday morning. Protection should be given in one way
or another for fish during the spawning times. At least ten days should be set apart
for this purpose. Pound-nets are fished in Michael's Bay and along to Thessalon
River by many persons, as many as sixty, so I was told by Captain Dunn. I do not
know of any pound-nets being tished in the Georgian Bay, except at Christian
Islands and Sunday Islands, three or four years ago, fishing for salmon-trout and
whitefish.

When Nets are set, &c.

The nets are generally set as soon as the ice leuves, and are left down until they
are ordered to be taken up at the beginning of Noven ber, which is the begiining of
the annual close season. Some fishing is carried on tor salmon-trout and whitetish
in the secluded bays. A few herrings arealso taken, too-always late in the fall.

Artificial Fish Culture.

I would say on the subject of artificial fish culture that I believe fish hatcheries
to be good things, and we would like very mach to see more of them and less offi-
cers. A hatchery should be built at the Giant's Tomb Island, some sixteen miles
from this place. Salmon-trout and whitefish are both alike as to their values.

Fish Decreasing.

There has been a very big falling off of fish, generally speaking. I have seen
the time, some eighteen years ago, when I caught six thousand eight hundred white-
fish in three weeks, from the 21st of November to Christmas, but we are not allowed
to fish in NQvember now, we are allowed to fish in October and December; formerly
there were fewer fishermen, now there are a great many.
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Boats should be numbered.

Every fishing boat should have a proper license, and it would bu a very good
jhing to have the boats nurnbered so the officer might see whose they were. I have
to suggest that the close season should be between the 20th of October and the lst
of Noveinber for salmon-trout. Salmon-trout and whitefish do not spawn in Novem-
ber or in September-they are all spawned out between the 20th of October and the
1st of November.

The witness then retired.

JOSEPH CUNNINGHAM was duly sworn:-Lives in Midland, and has been a
fisherman for about thirty-two years, ten years of which have been on the Georgian
Bay and the balance on Lake Ontario; is a native Canadian.

Witness examined by Mr. Wilmot:

My fishery consists of whitefish fishery and trout, and it has been the same in
both places--both in the Georgian Bay and on Lake Ontario. I catch somne pickerel
and some bass in Lake Ontario, but I do not get any bere. Herring and sturgeon
are also taken around here-my fishing has been done both in Lake Ontario and the
Georgian Bay.

Meshes of Large Size pay Best.

I fish with gill-nets only that are of 4Ï to 6-inch ,mesh. I use both at the saine
time in the same waters; the 6-inch mesh pays best-they do not catch so many fish,
but what tbey do catch make up in size and weight for their lack of numbers. They
are of the same value per pound, that is, for summer and fail fishing. A 4¾-inch
mesh will let three-pound fish, that is, salnion-trout, bass and whitefish pass through
-these fish would be saleable fisb. In October, I use a 6-inch mesh, because weget
larger fish and more of them.

Potgut Salmon Trout.

There is a fish called " potguts " caught in about sixty fathons of water, aver-
age size about three pounds. These fish used to be caught nurmerously, they are not
at all so numerous now. Some whitefish are caught along with the " potguts." The
greatest quantity of whitefish are caught in the shallow waters at all times; they are
most numerous in the nonths of June and July, few are caught in October.

Whitefish Spawn in November.

In November they gather on the shoals to spawn. Salmon-trout cone on the
shoals in the latter part of October and through November, and these ali come to
spawn. i think the "potguts" spawi in deep water. I have caught some with
spawn in them about 3 to 3j pounds in weight. They spawn in from 30 to 40
fathoms of water. They are caught with meshes of 4Ï inches. "Potguts " are
always good and fat, the other trout are best, except at the spawning time, but after
that are not so bad-not so fat and flabby and soft, that is, the female fish, the male
fisb are always botter. The whitefish in June and October are the same in appear-
ance. When they come to spawn the scales are rough, some are called " bow-backs."
Whitefish and salmon-trout are always better at any other time than the spawning
season. I market my fish in Midland, they are for home consumption in Canada.
The value of the " potgut " and other fish is the saine, also for whitefish ; the price
for all is the same, about three to four cents. In Lake Ontario the trout are what
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we call a deep-water trout, the others are fail trout. The fall trout are always the
best, and it is the same way in the Georgian Bay. I fisbed in Lake Ontario for about
ten years, but could not get enough there to make a living out of it and consequent-
ly came up here to carry on fishing. With regard to the small fish in Lake Ontario,
Seth Green put in what he called menhaden or shad, and these tish ate up all the
fry of the whitefish and salmon-trout. I caught whitefish in Lake Ontario off Am-
herst Island-I caught a good many, something like 1,900 in a haul when first I
commenced fishing there, but got very few when I left there.

Overfishing ruined Lake Ontario.

The whitefish became scarce from the same cause as the salmon-trout, and I
was compelled to come up liere to fIsh. This also applies to other fishermen besides
myself. These fish became scarce there from overfishing. I have seen immense
numbers of smali fish along the shores dead.

Spawning Times of Fish.

About the spawning of fish, I must say that salmon-trout are ripest to spawn
about the 1st of November; whitetish from the 10th to 15th of November. I do
not think they shotild be caught then, so that they may be allowed to spawn. Her-
ring spawn most freely throughout November; black bass spawn in May and June;
pickerel in April and May ; pike and maskinongé, I really do not know when they
spawn. I fish with a sail-boat and gill-nets. I find that September and October
are the worst months for losing nets; November weather is rougher and colder and
also bad on the nets. The Sunday close time from Saturday night to Monday morn-
ing, I consider it would be quite impracticable for the fishermen to carry out.

Close Seasons are Desirable.

I do think that it is desirable to have close seasons, and it is also essential to
set off special grournds for fish to spawn in where they should not be molested. With
regard to artificial fish-breeding, I think it is very good and it should be extended,
but if proper grounds were set aside for the natural spawning of fish a hatchery
would not be required for the great lakes or for the Georgian Bay.

. Quality of Fish.

I would call whitefish the first and most valuable fish, because the most of
these are caught and they are the best fish. There are more fish caught now in the
bay than there were formerly, but there are ten boats fishing now where there was
only one ten years ago, therefore it would be apparent there is no falling off in the
fish; this applies to the salmon-trout and whitetish. I fish with one boat, size 20
feet keel; enploy two men to work it, and use about 7,000 yards of net.

Mauy Fish beeome Bad in the Nets.

A good many fish are lost by drowning in the nets by their being out too long.
If these flsh are found too soft to ship they are salted and they thus go to market,
but otherwise they could not be used. The fishermen would not make as much if
all the nets were taken out on the lst of November; the poor man could not stand
it; the fishermen would not make any money. There are 50 or 75 per cent of the
nets taken up on the 1st of November anyway, but there are lots of people who
could not live if all the nets were taken up on the 1st of November, but if the law
compels one man to take up his nets all should do the same thing. I may say that
as a rule fish' are more plentiful now in appearance than they were ten years ago,
but it is because there are more boats, more nets, and more men fishing for them.
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ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL was then duly sworn, lives in Midland, is a
fisherman, and has been for over ten years, is a native of Scotland.

Witness examined by Mr. Wilmot:

My fishing consists in catching whitefish and trout-no other fish, but he-ring
and some pickerel occasionally. I fish in the neighbourhood of Moss Point in the
Georgian Bay. I fish with gill-nets and nothing else-1 formerly used hoop-nets
but gave them up a year ago. I use a 4¾-inch mesh for small fishing, also a 6-inch
occasionally, but I use a 6-inch mesh in the fail for my fail fishing. A 4¾-inch mesh is
used in deep water for whitefish and trout though in seldom less than 15 fathoms,
and fall fishing in froin 5 to 18 fathoms-we catch the same fish in both the summer
and fall-both alike. The salmon-trout average about 8 pounds dressed, but 10
pound fish are aiso caught. This average is greater than other places. Whitefish
of about three pounds are caught. Whitefish are somewhat larger in the fall on the
average. The large ones corne on earlier than the smali ones--that is for spawning
purposes.

When Fish come near Shore to spawn.

Salmon-trout corne on about the 25th of October, working towards their spawn-
ing grounds-the best catch of these fish was on the 15th of Novemiber, and they
would spawn about a week later, though some were spawning at that time. White-
fish corne on the shoals about the 10th of November to spawn-they get there
quicker than the trout, they spawn principally between the 15th and 20th Novem-
ber, then leave and go to deep water.

Size of .Mesh.

A 4¾-inch mesh is the right one for salmon-trout and whitefish. Smaller mesh
would be injurious because it would catch too smail fish. The small fish will not
stand handling like the larger fish. Salmon-trout of 2 pounds and under would be
immature-a lems size would apply to whitefish. Three-inch mesh would catch
small sized whitefish; that is to say, half grown.

Salmon-trout and Whitefish best in June.

Salmon-trout are best in the month of June-whitefish are also best then-they
are very fair all sumnier, but they are not in prime condition at the spawning time
and some are not fit for use at that time.

Markets for Fish.

My catch of fish is sold in Midland, to go on the Canadian markets as a rule.
Some go to the United States markets-the markets for both kinds of fish are the
same. Salnon-trout and whitefish are sold at about the same price, that is four
cents a pound; pickerel the same; herring are not used tili the fall when they are
soft and worth about 2j cents a pound. Bass are sold for the same price and pickerel
also.

Spawning time of Pish.

As to the spawning time of fish, salmon-trout are ripest to lay their eggs about
the beginning of November. Whitefish are ripest from the 10th to the 15th of
-November, but some will spawn before this and sorne later. About one-third of the
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whitefish and salmon-trout will spawn as late as December-These spawn in the
deep waters. Herring spawn through the month of' November. Pickerel spawn in
the spring before May, and bass may be in May and June.

When Nets are most injured.

I lose my nets and receive more injury in September and October-November ils
a very bad month, being generally rough weather and colder. To take up our nets
from Saturday night to Monday morning would be impracticable to work. There
is no occasion for taking up our nets if the Sabbath is kept otherwise.

Americans fßsh in Canadian Waters.

Regarding Americans fishing in our Canadian waters, I would say tiat I bave
beard of them doing so along the north shore near Killarney and Bustard Island-
they fish with tugs and gill-nets during the summer, but I do not think it is right
for the citizens of the United States to come and be permitted to fish in our waters
-they should be reserved for our own people.

Close Seasons are right.

I believe in close seasons, for tbey are right, if properly selected. It would be
in the best interests of the fishermen and others interested directly, as of the fish-
eries themselves, if the close seasons were maintained, and maintained rigorously.
The setting aside of certain limits for spawning grounds would be a correct
thing, if there were no close seas4ons. I would prefer this, however, to the close sea-
sons. I set iny nets about the lst of May, and I keep them down generally always
till about the 1st of November, and fish more or less through the whole season.
Winter fishing is carried on through the ice with gill-nets for the catching princi-
pally of pickerel and pike-an odd salmon-trout and whitefihh are now and* then
taken.

Indians spear Fish.

I know that the spearing of fish is carried on in the fall and winter-it is car-
ried on by Indians, and the fish caught are sold to the public. I am strongly of the
opinion that the artificial culture is good. Artificial culture of fish is a good thing,
and it should be enlarged and encouraged if the success and resuits of the work
are as good as they are reported to be. There is good water, I consider, for a hatch-
ery here on the Midland Bay-fall and spring-all round, and I would say the fry
should be planted out as far as the Giant's Tomb. The whitefish is the most desir-
able fish for the fishermen in our waters, and should receive the most care to retain
them in good numbers.

Falling off from Overfishing.

I have noticed the falling off of fish. Formerly we used less nets and got as many
fish as we do now with more nets. This statement applies to the salmon-trout and
whitefish alike, and this falling off has been caused by overfishing and the use at
the present time of more numerous and better gear than formerly. I would pAace
the falling off fully at one-third.

Number of Boats and .Nets.

I have fished in about the same grounds as formerly, and I fish with a sail-boat
of about 28 feet keel, and it takes two men to work it. I fish sixteen nine-pound-nets;
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each will have about 240 corks of three yards each to the cork, or about 7,000 yards.
I set my nets in water over 15 fathoms deep; the net is about five feet deep. I
have caught about eight tons of tish, which is about the average caught by the other
fishermen. There are about twenty or twenty-five fishermen that hail from this
port and fish like myself. Ail boats should be numbered and the names of the
owners put on them. This would enable the officer to tel the legal fromn the illegal
¡fishermen, and which is a very necessary thing. I do not know of any steam tugs
ithat fish fron this port. They did about five years ago; at that time there were
two, but they found that it did not pay. I am of the opinion that they (steam tugs)
should be prohibited. I lose only a few fish from my nets remaining out long in
stormy weather. An ordinary tishing boat could fish about twenty-nine pound-nets;
that would make about 250 corks to each net. Each cork is equal to three yards.
Yes, I have thought ont a flew suggestions that might improve matters, and would
suggest as follows:-

Suggestions.

That it is right to have a close season of about the month ôf November,
and to take in the month of November. This would beiefit the fishing and the
fishing interests generally. Herring are only caught in October and November,
and they are very numerous-they are of no benefit to anybody only at that time.
Ierring will foed on small fry of their own, as weil as any other kind of fish. Her-

ring should not, I think, have any close season, as they cannot be killed off. Pound-
nets should not be allowed, as it would create a monopoly and only a few would get
the benefit from them.

Witness, in answer to query by Mr. Commissioner larris:
Fike-nets are set off the shore. I gave them up and went in for gill-net fish.

ing. They took pickerel principally. I tave caught a salmon-trout or so and a few
whitefish, and have taken pike and suckers. I have also caught an odd bass, sturgeon
and maskinongé. The fikze-net is about ten or twelve feet long. I used to go to
them with my sail-boat, and fished three of them at one time. These nets do not
interfere with the salmon-trout or whilefish, aithough these fish could be taken by
them. A steam tug could attend to about thirty or forty of these nets. In fact
there is no limit to what they can attend to. It would not be fair to use these nets,
because they are like the pound-nets--they enable a monopoly to be established.
They can be set in twenty feet ofwater, but I do not think they aie of'any use. I
think the nets should have 4¾-inch mesh, and at much above that as may be. The
5-inch mesh is too large for gill-nets. With two men and a boat I cati catch about
sixteen tons of fish. If the fishing goes on as at present, fishermen cannot live. If
pound-nets were introduced it would interfere most disastrously with the fishermen.
I fish about forty miles from here, in from 18 to 24 fathoms of water. The fish out
in 60 fathons might be in 5 fathoms a few days afterwards. They change about
very fast.

The witness then withdrew.

Mr. THOMAS H. ELLIOTT examined:

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. What is your occupatiôn ?-A. Fishery overseer.
Q. For what section of the country?-A. From Otter Head, Lake Superior, to

French River, Goorgian Bay, including ail the islands.
Q. Have you been engaged in practical fishing at any time ?-A. No.
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Q. Then your knowledge is from your observations of what you have seen as
an officer of the department ?-A. Yes, since the tiine I was appointed overseer.

Q. What is your nationality ?-A. Canadian.
Q. What are the principal kinds of fish caught in the section over which you

have control ?-A. Whitefish, salmon-trout, pickerel, sturgeon and pike. The trade
in catfish has not been opened up; there are none caught in my division.

Q. How is it with regard to berring ?-A. There are none caught in my division.
Q. How far south from the north channel in Lake Huron do you go?-A. To

the boundary line south ot Cockbuin and Manitoulin Island.
Q. What description of nets is principally used in your division ?-A. Pound-

nets and gill-nets ; very few seines. Seines are used on the lower division. An
illegal form of pound-net, called trap-nets, are used very extensively from Algoma
Mills east.

Q. What is principally caught with these ?-A. Pickerel and pike; not many
whitefish or trout.

Q. Then with proper pound-nets are the principal kinds of fish caught salmon-
trout and whitefish ?-A. Yes, and sturgeon on the north channel of Lake Huron.

Q. Is the pot in the pound-nets a perfect trap, that is inclosed all round, top and
bottom ?-A. They are open on top, where used legally ; those that are illegal are
a complete case, and set comnpletely under water.

Q. Are those illegal nets largely used in your division?-A. They have been,
previous to my taking charge of the division; there has not been many since.

Q. Are pound-nets numerous in your division ?-A. I had altogether about 52
pound-net licenses last year; a Mr. Reeves got 16 for his company direct from the
depar tm ent.

Q. With regard to the gill-nets, are they used verv numerously in your section?
-A. Yes. I have no idea of the number of yards used. The license calls for 6,000
yards; but they sometimes use from 16,000 to 24,000 yards. These nets are divided
into four gangs ; three gangs will be in the water and one on shore.

Q. So that the licensee is using 18,000 yards more than his license calls for, and
fishing this excess all the time ?-A. About that.

Q. Has that systen prevailed long?-A. It bas for the last few years. The
fishermen say it is necessary to do this in order to keep up their catch. They have
to increase their plant to catch the same number of fish each year. Where 6,000
yards might have answered some years ago, it takes 18,000 yards now to catch the
same quantity of fish.

Q. What is the size of the mesh in the gill-nets ?-A. 4½ inches, extension
measure.

Q. Will that actually be 4j inches in the water ?-A. I have always found it so.
The twine used is so fine it does not shrink.

Q. Do you believe the 4½ mesh a proper size mesh for the welfare of the
fisheries ?-A. I believe the mesh should be 5 inches for the keeping up of the
fisheries.

Q. Do you think 5 inches should be the minimum size ?-A. Yes.
Q. Would that 5-inch mesh take a marketable whitefish or salmon-trout freely ?

-A. I believe it would.
Q. Would anything under 5 inches kill the young and immature fish ?-A. Yes.
Q. Are you quite of the opinion that there should be nothing less than a 5-inch

mesh used in gill-nets ?-A. Yes. The average size of salmon-trout caught in the
4½-inch mesh gill-nets would run to about 2 pounds. I do not think a 2-pound fish
could pass throngh a 4-1-inch mesh. I do not think a 2-pound fish would gill in a
41-inch mesh, but it might possibly get in far enough and get caught. The fish
caught in gill-nets are divided into two classes, No. 1 and No. 2. The No. i
run from 1 pound to 1½ pounds and upwards. Anything under 1 or 1½ pounds is
No. 2.

Q. What is the proportion of No. 1 to No. 2 caught?-A. Along about Spanish
River there is about one-third No. 2 to No. 1 caught. One firm handled 22 tons No.
2 fish last summer.
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Q. What is the difference in value between No. 1 and No. 2 whitefish ?-A. I
don't think No. 2 brings half as much in price as No. 1.

Q. What size of salmon-trout is called No. 1 ?-A. They call 2 pounds and up-
wards No. 1; under that, No. 2.

Q. What is the proportion of No. 2 to No. 1 salmon-trout caught ?-A. The pro-
portion is a great deal less than whitefish; there are not so many small salmon-trout
caught. The No. 2 salmon-trout bring about half as much as the No. 1.

Q. With regard to the mesh used in the pot of the pound-nets, what size are
they ?-A. From 24 to 3Î inches extension measure.

Q. Will that size mesh catch a great number of small and immature fish ?-A.
It will.

Q. Do you think that this sized mesh is very injurious to the fisheries ?-A. I
think it is very destructive. It kil!s off the young and immature fish. A 44-inch mesh
should be the minimum size for the pot of the pound-net. The mesh should be 4½
inches when in the water. After purchasing them the fishermen tar them, as they
call it, a process which shrinks the mesh. After it is tarred three times, a rresh
shrinks to 4 inches. In order to have it 44 in the water, it should be at least 5 inches
when purchased.

Q. Is the twine in a pound-net much larger than in a gill-net ?-A. Yes, larger
and coarser.

Q. Then the twine that makes the mesh of the pound-net is many times larger
than the twine of the gill-net; is it 4 or 5 times ?-A. About that. It would take
about 10 strands of the gill-net twine to make one of the pound-net twine.

Q. Will the 5-inch mesh of the gill.nets shrink at all when put in the water ?-
A. I have never known it to do so, with the fine twine they use now. They tan the
gill-nets with a liquid which prevents shrinkage.

Q. And your view of the matter is that all meshes of all nets should be calcu-
lated upon what they would measure in the water ?-A. Yes.

Q. The measure when dry would be no criterion unless the shrinkage was
added ?-A. No.

Q. How are sturgeon caught in your division ?-A. In pound-nets. They catch
them from 50 pounds to 150 pounds in weight; from about 3 feet and upwards.

Q. Would a 3-foot sturgeon be capable of reproduction ?-A. I believe it would.
Q. What is your idea with regard to the limit in size of sturgeon thatshould be

caught?-A. No sturgeon should be caught under 3 or 3j feet in length.
Q. When are whitefish in best condition for eating or marketable purposes?-

A. In the spring of the year, about May and June. Along ii November they are a
different fish altogether, they become flabby and soft.

Q. Is this brought aboutby their advanced stage towards reproduction or spawn-
ing ?-A. I think so.

Q. When are salmon-trout in best condition for eating ?-A. About the same
time as whitefish.

Q. When do you think is the principal spawning time of the whitefish ?-A.
November.

Q. Would that apply to salmon-trout as well ?-A. They spawn in October and
November.

Q. And the whitefish principally in November ?-A. Yes; they commence to
spawn about the 12th November.

Q. Then the month of November, which is set aside as a close season for salmon-
trout, would not altogether cover their spawning time?-A. No. They commence
to spawn in October.

Q. Then do you think the close senson for salmon-trout should be the latter part
of October ?-A. Yes. From all the information I can gather from fishermen I
believe they spawn in October.

Q. When are fish caught most numerously in pound-nets?-A. In the months
of May and October.

Q. How about the months of July and June ?-A. Part of June there is very
fair fishing; in July and August there is not much fishing.
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Q. Is it because the fish are scarcer, or because the fishermen take a holiday?
-A. Fishermen say there is a fiall and spring run; when the w ilhor gets warmer
the fish seem to go out into deeper water.

Q. Have you seen many very small whitefish caught in pound-nets and thrown
away ? Have you beard of this being done ?--A. Yes, I have heard of it; I have
seen them at Thessalon packed in barrels like herring. The barrels were the size
of pork barrels; the fish were from 8 to 10 inches in length, perfectly immature
fish. That sor.t of business has been carried on pretty extensively for the last 10 or
12 years.

Q. Are they disposed of in any other way than boing packed in barrels ?-A.
They are thrown away with the offal.

Q. Does that apply to salmon-trout as well as to whitefish ?-A. To both salmon-
trout and whitefish.

Q. Are they mostly caught in trap.nets?-A. In trap-nets and pound-nets.
Q. Is it your opinion that the department should establish a description of net

to be known as a pound-net; establishing its shape and make, the fishermen to use
that kind and no other ?-A. Yes. Trap-nets should be abolished altogether. A
trap-netcompletecostsfrom $40 to $60 and a pound-net from $300 to $350 and $400.

Q. Then the proportion of cost of a trap-net to a pound-net is as $50 to $400 ?-
A. Yes, about that.

Q. Are the trap-nets licensed from the department ?-A. No; all fishing done
with them is illegal.

Q. Is the regulation with regard to pound-nets, that they shall only have one
head, carried out ?-A. There are no double-headed pound-nets in my division.

Q. Where are the small and immature fish shipped to from your division ?-A.
On Lake Superior they ship to Chicago; the Buffalo Fish Company ship to Buffalo.
None of the trade is done in Canada at ail.

Q. Are pound-net fishermen and gill-net fishermen generally the owners of
their own plant ?-A. I think a great many of them own their own plant.

Q. Would some of theom be influenced by American capitalists ?-A. Yes; I
think there is a tendeney for American capitalists to endeavour to get hold of our
fisheries.

Q. Is it a fitet that a large number of fish die in the gill-nets during stormy
weather, when the nets cannot be lifted ?-A. Yes; I have heard the fishermen
say so.

Q. Do you know anything about a trout called the " potgut " trout ?-A. No.
Q. Is there more than one kind of salmon-trout, to your knowledge ?-A. Yes,

in the deep waters of Lake Superior there is a fish called the ciscoette halmon-trout.
Q. Is there two kinds in the urth channel of Lake Hiuron ?-A. I have never

heard of any other kind than the one.
Q. You know only one kind of salmon-trout in the waters of Lake Huron ?-A.

Yes, that is ail.
Q. Have you heard fishermen speak of two kinds, one the " potgut " and the

other the " black " salmon-trout ?-A. No, not with me.
Q. Are the salmon-trout caught in the summer months smaller than those

caught in October, or do they run about the same ?-A. They run about the same.
Q. Are they caught the whole season through about the same size ?-A. Yes.
Q. is there any difference in the size and appearance of whitefish ?-A. Yes;

sorme claim that there are two, and some three different kinds of whitefish.
Q. Are there many seines used in your division ?-A. No. There are some.
Q. What size mesh is used in the seines ?-A. From 3 to about 4 inches exten-

sion measure.
Q. Have you ever received any decided instructions as to the proper sized mesh

for seines ?-A. Not that I know of.
Q. Will the mesh be the saine on its wings as in the bag ?-A. The one l saw

at Rattlesnake Harbotr was ail alike.
Q. What is the usual number of pound-net licenses granted Io fishermen up in

your section ?-A. Reeves has 16, but the usual number granted to other parties is
from three to four.
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Q. Are these fishermen who get from two to four not allowed to go beyond four ?
-A. Five is the limit. This restriction breeds groatdissatisfaction amongst the fish-
ermen. Reeves calls himself a British subject, but represents an American fish
Company.

Q. Has this company been in the habit of getting these licenses for any length
of time ?-A. They got them last year; I do not know how it was before I was
appointed.

Q. low many boat licenses do you issue?-A. Fourteen. These 14 boat licenses
would represent about 84,000 yards of gill-nets, each boat being entitled to 6,000
yards, but I believe they fish about 280,000 yards. Then there are three tugs
licensed, entitled to 25,000 yards each, but they fish at least 175,000 yards.

Q. Do you think it wise on the part of the department to have a close season
for the preservation of the fish at spawning time ?-A. I do.

Q. In your opinion have the fisheries fallen off or improved ?-A. They have
decreased; at the present rate of fishing they are decreasing very fast. Stringent
laws will have to be enforced, or in abont six years from now the fishermen will
have to quit fishing; in fact, some of them have quit now, on the north channel of
Lake Huron. In every case where I have asked the fishermen, they have said that
the fisheries had decreased.

Q. How do you think this falling off has been brou.ght about ?-A. By impro-
per fishing; catching the smalland immature fish, and catching them during spawn-
ing time. I would suggest that in. addition to a regulation as to size of mesh in pound-
nets, there should be a restriction with regard to selling, that tbe buyer should he
equally responsible with the seller for buying small and immature fish; he should
be prosecuted for buying illegally caught fish, and the penalty should be very
severe on both.

Q. With regard to bringing a new law into force regulating the size of mesh,
would twelve months' notice be sufficient to cover the requirements of the fisher-
men to do that ?-A. Twelve months will give them ample time to make any neces-
sary change in the size of the mesh.

Q. What would be the probable cost of putting in a new pot or crib in a pound-
net ?-A. $25 to $40. If any new regu!ations went into force, they would not fall
very heavily on the fishermen. They could easily make it up in one catch in the
spring of the year.

Q. What would you consider a fair average catch in the spring of the year ?-
A. From ½ to 1i tons of whitefish or salmon-trout.

Q. What is the value per pound of these fish when caught ?-A. Two and one-
half cents on Lake Superior ; 3½. on Lake Huron.

Q. Then, according to that, one catch in a pound-net in the spring of the year
would more than pay for the outfit ?-A. Yes, that net I seized last summer, when
they lifted it, every night, they got from 1,200 to 1,600 pounds of fish.

Q. These fish would average about what weight ?-A. Fron 1¼t to 2 pounds.
Q. Are salmon-trout and whitefish sold at the same rate per pound ?-A. Yes,

about 3 cents.
Q. Have you any information or any knowledge with regard to artificial fish

culture ?-A. I beiieve it is the proper means of assisting and keeping up the
fisheries.

Q. Are you of the opinion that the natural and artificial mode of producing fish
should go together?-A. Yes; one will assist the other.

By Mr. Harris :
Q. Are there any gill-nets under 4þinch mesh used in your division ?-A. Not

in my division.
Q. What effect would it have on the fishermen if the small fish caught*were

Seized ?-A. They would not catch them, I suppose.
Q. What do they do with these small fish-A. Sell them for whatever they

Can get.
Q. Would it make any of the fishermen stop fishing, if they were prevented

from telling the small fish?-A. I believe it would not. Some of them would stop.
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Q. Do you think it right to prevent the handling and marketing of these small
fish ?-A. I do.

Q. How much territory do you supervise ?-A. Probably about 1,600 miles of
coast line.

Q. What duties do you perform ?-A. I have to prevent illegal fishing; see that
the fishermen fish no more nets than they have licenses for; sign licenses and
deliver them to fishermen ; watch that the gill-net mesh is of the proper size, &c., &c.

Q. Do you sec that the regulations of the Fisheries Department are obeyed ?
-À. Yes.

Q. What means have you at your disposal to go about this 1,600 miles of terri-
tory?-A. I have a sail boat, which belongs to the Government.

Q. Can you supervise all that territory ?-A. Not so thoroughly as if I had a
small steatm launch; then I could do the work a great deal better.

Q. How many points are there in your territory where they land fish ?-A.
About fifty.

A. At bow many of these points is there railway communication ?-A. They get
the fish away from the other places by boat; they do not ship any fish by rail.

Q. Where do they go to when shipped by boat?-A. The Lake Superior fish go
to Chicago; the other fish go to Buffalo, I understand.

Q. Are there several points where the young and immature fish could be
seized ?-A. Yes.

Q. If seizures of these small fish were made, do you think it would stop the
traffic?-A. I do.

Q. Have you ever had any orders to seize them?-A. No.
Q. Have you ever heard of its being done by anybody ?-A. No.
Q. If the smalil fish now caught were seized, would the fishermen continue to

fish with the nets that caught them?-A. No.
Q. What fish would they fish for with trap.nets?-A. Pickerel and pike.
Q. Are there manîy loca'lities where these illegal trap-nets can be used where

there are no whitefish or salmon-trout ?-A. Yes, a great many; they are fished to
a considerable extent on the broken shore of Lake Huron, near Spanish River.

Q. Do they call them rough or coarse fish where no salmon-trout or whitefish
are caught ?-A. Yes.

Q. Would this fishery be of considerable value, if properly regulated ?-A. Yes,
I believe it would, if properly regulated.

Q. Are these rough and coarse fish the spring spawning fish ?-A. Yes.
Q. Would these rough and coarse fish be in best condition when the salmon-

trout and whitefish were in bad condition ?-A. Yes.
Q. Would trap-nets be better than seines for that business ?-A. You could not

fish with seines on that broken bottom ; there are very few places where they could
use seines in my division.

Q. Are the trap-nets usually lifted when boats come along to receive the fish ?
-A. A great many of them are lifted in the night. They are lifted at night when
fishing illegally ; if fishing legally, they would be lifted to supply the boats.

Q. Do you think it possible that one man with a sail-boat can supervise 1,600
miles, so as to stop illegal trap-net fishirg?-A. There is no trap-net fishinîg doue
on Lake Superior.

Q. It might be if legalized ?-A. No, the water is too deep. They are few bays,
and the shores are too bold.

Q. How mach (o you get for your services as fishery officer?-A. $300 a year.

By Air. Wilnot:

Q. Do fish within your knowledge have certain resorts which they generally
come to more numerously at certain seasons of the year than at others ?-A. Yes,
when they come to spawn.

Q. In places where fish have been very numerous at one time, can the fishing
be wholly destroyed in a few years by overfishing and improper fishing ?-A. It
can, and has been done.

266



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 10c.) A. 1893

Q. Can you name an instance ?-A. Yes, at Batchewan, around Sandy Island
Shoal.

Q. Iow do you know it has taken place there ?-A. Fishermen all tell me that
some 12 years ago they caught whitefish there as high as 16 pounds in weight, of an
average from 10 to 15 pounds, and they could fill a boat in one night with a couple
of pieces of net; now with 4 or 5 pieces of net they cannot catch the same quantity,
and the fish weigh only from 2 to 3 pounds.

Q. It is then within your knowledge that some sections have been almost de-
nuded of fish by overfishing and illegal fishing ?-A. Yes.

Q. Can this be donc by legal fishing as well ?-A. Yes.
Q. Have the fishermen any device they put the pot of the pound-nets by which

they cat catch all the small fish ?-A. Yes, they have what is called an apron. It
is a piece of net the same size as the back of the pot, of about 2-inch mesh. They
drop that down into the back of the pot, and afterwards work the fish on itand then
draw them up.

Q. Would this 2-inch mesh in these aprons lift all the small fish from the pot?
-A. Everything.

Q. Will these small fish, when they get in the pot in the first place, remain
there if not molested, but when they begin to lift the pot the small fish run out ?-
A. Yes; they run out; and to avoid this they use theapron with small mesh to catch
them. The penalty for using this apron should be very severe; the license of the
fisherman found using it should be cancelled.

Q. Do you believe that the contemplated change in the mesh of gill-nvets to
come into force in 1894, will result to the benefit of the fisheries and fishermen ?-
A. In the long run I believe it will benefit the fisheries and fishermen.

Q. Do you think the expense attending the change would be serious to the fish-
ermen?-A. No.

Q. Do you believo that the fishermen would be benefited and the fisheries im-
proved by the change ?-A. I do.

No. 12.-BARRIE.

BARRIE, 5th December, 1892.
A meeting was held in the office of' C. H. Ross, P. M., on Mondaiy, by Messrs.

Wilmot and Harris, Dominion Fish Coimmissioners, who were appointed by the
Department of Fisheries at Ottawa, for the purpose of making investigations into the
fresh water fisheries of Ontario. The object of their visit was to obtain ais much
practical information as possible concerning the close seasons, and the regulation for
nets, as now in force in the province of Ontario. Many of the leading sportsmen of
the town gave evidence and stated it as their opinion that the close seasons were
not long enough, and that protection against poachers should be enforced by the
Dominion Government by giving the fishery officers sufficient remuneration to
enable them to devote their whole time to the enforcement of the law, and provide a
steam yacht for that purpose to protect the waters of Lake Simcoc.

The following evidence was voluntarily given under oath by the following
gentlemen for the benefit of the Commission:-

-Mr. Huggard was chosen as secretary pro tem, who took the evidence by
stenography.

ALEXANDER B. McPHEE, sworn, deposed as follows:-

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Where is your residence, Mr. McPhee ?-A. Here in Barrie.
Q. And your occupation ?-A. Well, I am a clerk in the registry office.
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Q. What residence have you had here, how long ?-A. About 35 years.
Q. What is your nationality ?-A. A Highland Scotchman.
Q. Are you engaged in any description of fishing yourself now ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Are you acquainted with the description of net regularly used here ?-A. I

don't know anything about them.
Q. Have you had any experience with regard as to when fish are in their best

condition; take, for instance, salmon-trout for edible and marketable use ?-A. The
spring months, I think.

Q. What.do you give your opinion from; what months ir. the spring?-A.
April, May and June; May and June is the time we used to catch them biere.

Q. What is your opinion with regard to the whitefish ?-A. I don't know much
about whitefish.

Q. Have you bass in the lake here ?-A. We hhve.
Q. When are they in their primest condition for eating?-A. In the month of

August.
Q. Are you quite certain of what you say about that ?-A. To the best of my

knowledge.
Q. Now, what do you say about herrings?-A. I doi't know about them; I

have never fished for herrings.
Q. What other fish have you a knowledge of?-A. Maskinongé.
Q. What is your idea as to maskinongé ?-A. Well, I think in the fall of the

year; September is their best time. I have caught them in the spring of the year,
but those in the fall of the year were in their best condition.

Q. Is there any particular market for fish caught here in this lake ?-A. 1
think now the market is principally local; I don't know anything about that; I
never sold a fish in my life.

Q. Have you any idea of what the fish may be worth here in the local market ?
-A. Well, it depends upon its size; the only salmon-trout I see now comes from
Lake Huron.

Q. I am speaking of your own fish in Lake Simcoe ?-A. I have no knowledge.
Q. What about salmon-trout, whitefish, bass and herring ?-A. I have seen them

selling at about 20 cents a dozen, that is the herring and salmon-trout that would
weigh 3½ pounds at 35 cents, and I have seen herring at 25 and 20 cents a dozen.

Q. What are salmon-trout sold at ?-A. Salmon caught in the lake here sell for 7
cents a pound.

Q. What about the bass-are they saleable in the market here ?-A. I have not
seen any sold.

Q. Can you give us any information when your fish are what we cail ripe for
spawning-take for instance salmon-trout ?-A. I don't know anything about that.

Q. Do you know anything about whitefish in that respect ?-A. No.
Q. Nor herring ?-A. No.
Q. Do you know anything about bass ?-A. Ail that I know about bass is that

the close season is from the 15th April up to the 15th June.
Q. What is your idea as to when they lay their eggs ?-A. I have no idea.
Q. Do you know if it is the habit to catch small immature whitefish here in the

lake, or black bass and salmon-trout?-A. I could hardly answer that question be-
cause there are small fry caught here for fishing with, and they may be herrings or
whitefish.

Q. Do you know anything about the period for spawning of the speckled trout?
-A. Well, I ihink they spawn in the month of September-it depends upon the
water; some spawn earlier than others.

Q. In the month'of September you say ?--A. Yes, in the fore part of September;
I have caught fish in September that were not fit for tood.

Q. What is your idea with regard to the protection of fish by close season-
do you think it is a good thing ?-A. I do.

Q. Do you think protection should be given by fixing a proper close season ?-
A. Yes.

Q. Do you know whether the close season here is obeyed or not, as a rule with
regard to the taking of fish in the streams ?-A. I have seen fish taken during the
close season.
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Q. Do you believe the close season has been violated and is still violated ?-A.

Yes, t think so.
Q. Do you think it advisable to set apart any portion of the lake for the spawn-

ing season in which no person should be allowed to fish?-A. I believe if a close
season is properly looked after by an efficient officer and properly paid for doing so,
it wvould be of value, but the paltry sun now given by the Government would not
pay them and they cannot do the work properly.

Q. Is there any winter fishing carried on here or not ?-A. Yes, there is fishing
done through the ice with a hook and line.

Q. s hook and ine fishing through the ice practised ?-A. Yes.
Q. How is this done: is it with live bait, dead liait or imitation bait ?-A.

Well, I suppose some use live bait if they can get it, and others use dead bait.
Q. What kind of fish are caught here in the winter, principally ?-A. I believe

the principal kind of fish caught bore in the winter are herring; there may be an
odd salmon-trout and now and then a whitefish.

Q. Any bass caught in the winter months atall through the ice?-A. No, never
to mY knowledge.

Q. Do you know of any bass fishing being carried on to any extent by anglers
in. the lake or otherwise?-A. Well, I don't know of any, with the exception of
anglers only that go up the bay fishing.

Q. The object is to know whether there are bass to any extent in the lale, and
if there are any caught bere we want to ascertain-we would like to know whether
bass fishing is carried on by regular fishermen or by anglers only ?-A. Well, there
is a good deal of bass fishing done, but it is just for their own use, it is for their
own donestic use.

Q. Is this bass fishing worthy of the attention of the department for its protec-
tion-that is, in proper close seasons ?-A. Oh, yes, I think so; I think it ought to be
protected.

Q. If bass were more plentiful here, would it be any inducement for visitors and
tourists to come here for the purpose of catching thern for sport?-A. Oh, yes.

Q. Would the people derive any benefit from their presence here ?-A. Yes.
Q. In what way ?-A. Well, I think the hotel men in the first place, and all

other people besides.
Q. Then you think these people render assistance to the place by the expendi-

ture of money ?-A. I do.
Q. Which is the most valuable description of fish you have got in this lake?-

A. Well, I suppose the salmon-trout are the most valuable.
Q. How do you place the whitefish, comnercially, or for domestic use ?-A. Well,

for domestic use, I would rather have bass than either of them.
Q. Now, have you any knowledge with regard to the decrease of fish from

former times in this lake ?-A. Well, not outside of this bay.
Q. What knowledge have you of any part of the lake ?-A. Well, in this bay

some years ago, the fish were very plentifut.
Q. When you say fish, what kind do you mean ?-A. Salion-trout and white-

fish.
Q. Salmon-trout, whitefish, and what other kinds ?-A. Well, I won't say about

whitefish, but we used to be able to go out and get whatever fish we wanted.
Q. What is the position as to the quantity of the fish now ?-A. Well, last spring

I was out trolling, and I could not get one at ail.
Q. Then they have greatly fallen off, have they ?-A. Yes.
Q. When you speak about their being formerly plentiful, what do you mean ?-

A. There was no netting allowed in the bay at that time.
Q. What quantity would you call plentiful ?-A. Well, my recollection some

years ago is that I would go.out in the morning, from daylight up to about half-past
seven, in April, and catch as many as sixteen in the morning. That was in 1862.

Q. Well, what about netting ?-A. I don't know anything about netting; there
was a license for netting.

Q. Have you tried the lake this last year to catch any that way ?-A. No, not.
within the last two years.
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Q. What was your success then ?-A. Oh, you might troll five or six days and
not get nerhaps one fish.

Q. Then you say the falling off has been very great ?-A. Yes.
Q. What do you attribute the falling off to ?-A. To illegal netting-netting the

fish on the*hoals when they were spawning on their beds.
Q. What time of the year would this illegal fishing be principally carried on ?-

A. In the latter part of October, and in the month of Novem ber.
Q. Would this be their spawning time ?-A. Yes, I think so, because I have seen

fish coming from the nets full of spawn.
Q. What are the remedies that you could suggest for this state of things ?-A.

[ told you that before.
Q. Then you would go back to the question of artificial breeding, do you think

that artificial stocking would be beneficial ?-A. I do think so.
Q. Stocking from hatcheries would assist in replenishing the fish?-A. Yes, I

think so.
Q. What is your idea with regard to speckled trout-have you fished them

much in this neighbourhood ?-A. Yes, I have a great deal.
Q. What is the state of the streams with regard to the speckled trout now, and

what they were formerly ?.-A. Weil, they are nothing to what they used to be
formerly.

Q.. What do you attribute that to,?-A. Well, in some respects the country is
getting cleared up and the retreats of the fish being cut off; and in some of the
streams by dams and mill-ponds, and the chubs and suckers have become very
numerous.

Q. Is that the cause you attributeto the falling off of the trout?-A. In part-
and parties catching them within the close season for commercial purposes.

Q. Was the close season violated in those days altogether ?-A. Yes, sir; that
was years ago.

Q. Do you think it is possible to renew theso places with fish again ?-A. No, I
don't-the streams have become slushy and foul, and chubs and suckers have got in,
and the trout won't stay where they are.

Q. Is this principally on account of the changes of the climate ?-A. Yes, the
climate is one cause, and the filthy, dirty water is another.

Q. Have you any suggestions to make yourself, Mr. McPhee, with regard to any-
thing for the improvement of the supply of fish ? Have you any suggestions to rnake
with regard to this lake in bringing about a more satisfactory state; I suppose it is
ail embodied in the evidence already given ?-A. Yes, sir, I think so.

Q. Do you feel disposed to make any special suggestions yourself ?-A. Well,
the only suggestion J would make in regard to speckled-trout, I would like an open
season from the lst of May to the lst of September, and a close season from 1st
September to 1st May.

Q. Have you any suggestion to make with regard to the salmon-trout of this
lake ?-A. No, I don't think so.

Q. Nor for bass ?-A. Well, I would like to see the close season for bass extend
to the 1st of July, because the fish if you catch them, as I have often done, are sluggish
and not asgood for food tili after that time.

Q. Well, what do yon think about a close season for herring ?-A. I think the
herring ought not to have a close season, that is for angling.

Q. Would yon say anything should be done, in the interest of the fishery in your
lake, towards hindering netting ?-A. I would like to see a close season for herrings,
that is for netting, but not for angling.

Q. Anything further ?-A. No; I am done.

By Mr. Harris :

Q. What do you understand the present close season is ?-A. I understand the
close season is from the 1st November till the lst December.

Q. Yes, that is right, because there was an order put out making it from the 15th
October.
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Q. What is your idea generally with regard to proper close seasons for per-
servation of fish ?-A. Weil, I can't say as to all kinds of tish.

Q. Can't you say anything about the close season for salmon-trout and white-
fish ?-A. No, I cannot say anything about this. I have caught some very good
salmon-trout here in the bay in the fall.

Q. What time in the year do the sporting men generally come around this
locality to fish ?-A. In July and August.

Q. What time do the strangers-the Americans-come ?-A. July and August
too.

Q. Do these tourists leave a good deal of money here when they come around ?
-A. Yes.

Q. Do you know any owners of property in this locality who preserve game for
these streams?-A. There is a pond on the other side of the lake owned by Mr.
Burton-l understand he has stocked it.

Q. Do you know the country pretty well ail around here for say 30 miles ?-A.
Yes, I do. I know other points where there are speckled-trout, where the owner
will hire you a privilege at so much a day for fishing, but Mr. Burton's is, I under-
stand. a private pond.

Q. Are there many streams suited for trout if they were supplied again ?-A.
There are a great many. Ail the headwaters of the lake are good. The Coldwater
River ought to be good for speckied-trout. There are ponds in the country that
ought to be good. Mr. Hough has a little pond where he used to allow nobody to
fibh there except what be invited to come and fish.

Q. Were there speckied-trout at one time in this lake ?-A. Yes, I have caught
them myself. In the springs leading into the lake we have caught a good many.
There is a spring on the other side of' the brewery. There is another near Dyment's
mill, and another near the station at Allandale, and in the spring of the year I used
to catch any amount of speckled trout in them.

Q. Do you think there are pienty of places that fish would thrive in now ?-A.
1o, I don't think so now.
Q. Why ? Is it on account of the sawdust ?-A. No, but the water has got

sluggish and warm and dirty.
Q. Are they dried up altogether ?-A. No. I don't say dried up altogether. i

don't attribute the disappearance of the speckled-trout altogether to illicit fishing.
I am of opinion that the chubs and suckers are the greatest enemies of the speckled-
trout.

Q. Were you speaking of catching speckled-trout at the mouths of the streams
leading into the lake?-A. Yes.

Q. Do you know much about bass ?-A. I have caught a good many.
Q. Did you ever catch them on their spawning beds ?-A. No, I never did; I

have caught them just afterwards, but I never caught them on their spawning beds.
Q. What condition are these fish in just after spawning ?-A. Well, on the 1st

July the fish are soft and flabby immediately after spawning. I do not consider
they are in good condition the lst July. I have caught them, but don't consider
them good.

JOHN STEVENS was sworn, and deposed as follows:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Are you a resident of this place, Mr. Stevens ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Of how long standing?-A. About twenty years.
Q. May I ask your occupation ?-A. Photo artist.
Q. An4 your nationality ?-A. Irish.
Q. Are you engaged in any fishery of any kind ?-A. Yes, for amusement, and

s an angler. 271
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Q. Do you fish throughout the whole of the lake or the bay only ?-A. Weil, I
fish in both Bay and Lake Simcoe.

Q. Do you ever fish with a net of any description ?ý-A. No, sir.
Q. What do you fish with ?-A. A roi and line, and I troll somotimes.
Q. With live minnow or imitation?-A. With live minnow and with imitations

both.
Q. What fish do you catch in that way? Herrings, whitefish and saimon-trout?

-- A. 'No, I catch salmon-trout sometimes; I sometimes catch them trolling in this
bay, but mostly with a rod and line for bass.

Q. Do you fish with a gang of hooks, or how many ?-A. Well, the ordinary
troll spoon has three hooks.

Q. Do you catch them to any extent in that way?-A. Well, no, very few.
Q. About what number would you get in that way ?-A. Well, if I caught a

dozen or two herring I would think I was doing weli.
Q. Would that occupy a whole day ?-A. No, sometimes half an hour in the

morning, and perhaps half an hour in the evening. We generally take about a
week's tishing in the summer time at Strawberry Island.

Q. Do you catch bass in any quantities?-A. I do not think this year thut we
dore any better than any other year. We have not had as good success the last five
or six vears as formerly. There are generally four of us go together, and the four
of us last yeur caught about 50 bass.

Q. That is at the present time ?- A. Yes.
Q. What might have been your success years ago when the fishing was more

plentitul?-A. Well, we never made such good fishing as that before. These 50 or
53 bass were among ourselves.

Q. Was that in a single day ?-A. Yes, but you would not get that every day;
you might go out and not catch any at ail another day.

Q. Can you give me any idea about what you know as to the exact spawning
time of this fish ?-A. I don't know anything about the spawningof fish at ail; I am
guided by the law; Iobserve it when it comes in, and that is about ail I know about it.

Q. Are there many of the littie snall immature bass caught here in fishing as
a rule ?-A. We never see any small bass.

Q. What might these 53 bass you caught average?-A. Two, three, four and
five pounds.

Q. Are they the black bass?-A. Weil, as near as we could say they were the
black bass, that is, what wie cali the black bass. We never get any here, but get
themt at Strawberry Island.

Q. What is your idea as to the " close season do you think it correct that a
proper close season should be upheld ?-A. I think it is right to have close seasons
in the proper time.

Q. Do you think it is wise to kill fish wben they are spawningA. No, sir, I
do not.

Q. Well, then, the close season would be a protection, would it not ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you think fish should be killed at spawning time ?-A. No, sir-, I do not.
Q. Are you prepared to give any idea as to when that close season should be ?

-A. No. I don't know.
Q. Do you know whether any fishing is carried on through the ice ?-A. Some

herring fishing is done.
Q. How do you catch the herring, is it through the ice by spearing, or netting,

or what ?-A. By hook and line; we never see anybody spearing here; they ail fish
with a hook and line.

Q. What do you bait with ?-A. Dead and live minnow both ; sometimes throw
them a perch ; when we canf6ot get a minnow we catch them with a bit of meat about
the size of a pea, and sometimes use a bit of a perch and sometimes a bit of fat
pork.

Q. Well, in fishing through the ice is it done by sportsmen or fishermen ?-A.
Yes, by both.

Q. What would be the average catch of fish caught in this way ?-A. Oh, I
don't know, some persons stop at it all day.
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Q. What would be the average catch in the morning ?-A. I don't know. I do
-not think they would catch more than 3 or 4 dozen ina whole day.

Q. Do those people that catch them, that is, the poor class, seli them in the
market?-A. I think they do sel them around at the houses.

Q. What are they worth ?-A. About 20 or 25 cents a dozen.
Q. Your bass fishery I think you said was more particularly at Strawberry

Island ?-A. Yes, at Strawberry Island.
Q. Ib there none particularly in the bay hore ?-A. Oh, there is an odd one. I

have heard tell of thern being caught, but I never caught any of them.
Q. Do you know anything of shooting or spearing fish being practised here ?-

A. I never saw any one shooting fish in my life.
Q. Have you no suggestions to make of your own as to what you think would

be beneficial to this lake?-A. Nothing more that I know of, only to enforce the
law and establish hatcheries.

Q. If I am not mistaken, you said something about the close season ?-A. Oh, I
am of the opinion that the close seasons are ail right during the spawning season.
I think it is not right to use the net at ail.

Q. Do you think net fishing should not be allowed?-A. I think not; I think
it should be abolished.

Q. Do you think angling and trolling should be the only way of fishing allowed
on this lake ?-A. I think so.

By Mr. Harris:

Q. What is the best month in the year for salmon-trout?-A. Weil, we start to
fish as soon as the ice gets off; generally about our tine for trolling is in May, that
is ail we ever do; we do very little in the fall; about May is the time we generally
troll bore.

Q. Is October the best time to catch fish ?-A. No, they do very little. I went
up to Strawberry Island in the fall of the year, but the fish up there at that time
began to get on the shoals and we cannot do any fishing then and have to quit.
The close season used to be from the lst to 30th of November, but the last few
years they have extended from the 15th October to the 30th November.

Q. Did you ever catch salmon-trout with a fly?-A. I have heard tell of it.
Q. Do you believe it ?-A. I do; I have caught a good sized bass with a fly.
Q. But you have never caught a salmon-trout with a fly ?-A. No, I didn't.

(Mr. Samuel Lount interrupts and says that ho himself had caught a salmon-trout
with a fly).

-Q. What do you bait with for black bass ?-A. I told you that before, at least
I told Mr. Wilmot; we go down for a week, four of us, and generally have a good
time. -

Q. I suppose you generally eat what you catch ?-A. Sometimes we bring some
home.

Q. When are they in their best condition for edible purposes ?-A. Well, I
could not tell you that, but the time we went to fish is about the middle of July.

Q. Do you never lish before the 1st September, that is, in ail August?-A. I
have myself for a week, but the fish are stupid and poor till in the latter end of
August.

Q. Have any artificially hatched fish ever been put in Lake Simcoe?--A. I
have heard tell of it being done; we always get an account of it in the papers.
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SAMUEL WESLEY, sworn, said as follows:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Do you reside here, Mr. Wesley ?-A. Yes.
Q. And your occupation ?-A. Publisher.
Q. Are you a resident bore for any length of time ?-A. Yes, about 42 years.
Q. Are you a native of this place ?-A. Yes, a Canadian, I was born here.
Q. Bave you anything to suggest yourself, Mr. Wesley, or shail we pick out

some of these questions for you to answer ?-A. Well, I guess you had better ask
the questions.

Q. Do you carry on any fishing yourself ?-A. Yes, just as a sportsman and in
the summer time for amusement down the lake.

Q. Any particular portion of the lake ?-A. No, just wherever we can catch
any fish.

Q. What description of fishing gear do you use ?-A. Well, just trolling and
book and line.

Q. What do you generally catch ?-A. Perch.
Q. In trolling what do you catch ?-A. Salmon-trout somEtimes; the last I

caught is about three years ago.
Q. Weil, what other kind of fish do you get ?-A. Catfish, bass and perch.
Q. have you ever taken notice as to when fish are in their best condition for

edible purposes?-A. I find that in the month of May they are better; our ice don't
go off here until about the 25th April or the lst May, and our trout here are hard
and good then.

Q. What about the bass ?-A. The bass I find best in September.
Q. Is bass fishing or trout fishing ever carried on by parties here for commercial

purposes ?-A. Yes, there was a man by the naine of James Windsor, and ho had a
license here, and I think a man by the name of John Boon bad a license here also
for quite a while.

Q. What did these men that fished for commercial purposes catch?-A. White-
ish and trout.

Q. To any extent ?-A. Well, Windsor supplied himself and supported himself
and family.

Q. Did ho catch them in any quantities ?-A. Yes.
Q. What would be his possible catch ?-A. Well, he would bring up a boat load.
Q. Then, they were caught in considerable quantities at one time?-A. Yes.
Q. What we want to show is the comparison between former years and the

present time. Was this catch only in certain portions of the bay ?-A. Yes, princip-
ally around the mouth of the bay.

Q. Would that be at the head of this bay ?-A. Yes, about nine miles down at
the outlet of this bay and at Cartbew's Bay, about 14 or 16 miles from here.

Q. Would this apply more particularly to what kind of fish ?-A. Trout and
whitefish only. Herrings at that time, I remember, were caught by Collingwood
Harris, and we never had herring to catch in this bay until Collingwood Harris
died; he used to catch the small herrings by the hundreds of barrels.

Q. About how long ago was this?-A. About ton years ago, and ho sold them
on the market here.

Q. What would they bring per barrel at that time?-A. I don't know.
Q. What is done now in the same locality: are there any caught there now?-

A. No, there is none caught there now.
Q. What is the reason ?-A. Well, I tbink it is poaching in the close season.
Q. Do you think the great scarcity is brought about by poaching ?-A. I know

that fishing is done there now, because I smashed a fishing reel there myself in
Carthew's Bay this fall. I think it is on account of poaching in the close season.

Q. The object we want to arrive at is this, if the fish were plentiful at one time,
and they are scarce now, what has brought this about?-A. Well, I might say that
when the License Commissioners were around bore, they looked after poachers
and looked after the close season, and there were more fish then.
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Q. Do you know anything about trout, when they are most free for laying their
eggs, when they drop them freely ?-A. No.

Q. Do you know anything about whitefish ?-A. No.
Q. Do you know anything about the spawning of black bass ?-A. No; I under-

stand they spawn in the spring.
Q. What do you think about herrings?-A. I don't know; I think they spawn

in the fall.
Q. Can you designate any particular month that they spawn in ?-A. No; they

are caught now, I think, with spawn in-them when the close season is over. I think,
in this lake it would be a benefit to extend the time of the close season from the
1st October-extend it both ways from wbat it is at present. It should be extended
from the 1st October to the end of December.

Q. Will that apply to salmon-trout. whitefish and herring ?-A. Well, par-
ticularly trout and whitefish; I don't care about herrings.

Q. Have you pickerel-do you know anything about pickerel ?-A. No, there
is none in this lake.

Q. Have you embodied your ideas so that you think the close seasons are bene-
ficial ?-A. Yes, I do.

Q. Have you any remarks to make as to how close seasons should be carried
out ?-A. Weil, I think the Government ought to pay a man to look after it, so that
be could devote his whole time to it, and supply him with a steam yacht to enable
him to look after the fisheries during the close season, and I believe until that is
done it will never be properly looked after, and the fine or penalty should be $50,
especially with a net. I would also recommend that Lake Simcoe be mado a closed
lake against nets entirely.

Q. Do you say that Lake Simcoe should be made a close lake for nets ?-A.
Yes, closed against nets at all times.

Q. Have you anything further to say with regard to protection to this lake ?-
A. No, I have not.

Q. What have you got to say with regard to artificial culture of fish ?-A.
Well, I think it would be very beneficial and should be extended to this lake.

Q. Do you mean to say more largely than it is ?-A. Yes.
Q. Have you any idea what would be the most valuable fish for the waters of

this lake ?-A. No, I don't know anything more valuable than those formerly
pointed out.

Q. That is why I asked you what about sturgeon; do you think they would
thrive bere? How long is your bay here ?-A. I guess it is about 12 miles long,
It is about 12. I guess this kind of fish would thrive here.

Q. What is your idea with regard to the speckled-trout, is the close season as
at present established the proper time ?-A. I think so; the close season as at present
is correct, I think it would be a hard thing to deprive poor peoplewhen fish are
highest in the market.

Q.' Now, have you any other remarks to make?-A. No, I don't think so. I
think the only way to preserve the fish in this lake is to have the law thoroughly
carried out.

Q. Do you think the great requisite for this lake is to have the close season
rigidly enforced?-A. I think if that was done, in the course of 4 or 5 years we
would have the old time fishing. There was not a morning that I could not go out
at one time and get 2 or 3 or 4, and now I might go out and ply clean around the
lake and not get a single bite.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. Any dogfish here, Mr. Wesley ?-A. Yes,.any amount of them. Of course

they used to be caught and killed, but now they have things ail their own way.
Q. Have you any idea how they could be destroyed ?-A. I have not.
Q. Any perch ?-A. Yes. A great many.
Q. Any pike ?-A. No; no pike.
Q. Any pickerel ?-A. No.
Q. Have you any sunfish ?-A. Yes.
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Q. What do you know about maskinongé, Mr. Wesley ?-A. Not very much.
Q. What do you think about black bass up to the 1st of July ?-A. Well, I think

that would be a benefit. If there is anything that is going to make our fisbing
grounds better, I am willing to advance it, because, as a general thing, our bass
here in this lako won't bite at a book and line before the 1st July, and if you do
catch them then they are sleepy and poor.

Q. Do you know anytbing about the maskinongé ?-A. No, the only thing I
know is that they are plentiful down in Cook's Bay on account of their being so
close to this river.

Q. Is that the IHoliand River ?-A. Yes, and they would be more plentiful if
the law was enforced. They begin spearing them there in the spawning season,
when they go up the river with their jack lights. Mr. Lennox, I guess, could tell
you more about that.

Q. What time of the year is that when you catch them in shailow water ?-
A. ln the spring.

Q. Does this mode of catching fish refer to pike as well as maskinongé ?-A.
No, there are no pike in this bay. We bave a little mud lake up back of Barrie
that has plenty of pike in it. though.

Q. Does this mud lake connect with this water?-A. No, it empties into the
Georgian Bay.

Q. Then do you think that the Government ought to be more particular to carry
this scheme of protection through ?-A. Yes, that is the point.

Mr. STEVENs desires the Commission to note that he wants to endorse Mr.
Wesley's views with regard to the pay ment of a proper inspector, and if not properly
paid the laws cannot be properly enforced, as no man can properly attend to his
business and look after that too.

JOHN UNES, sworn, replied as follows:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Where is your residence ?-A. lere in Barrie.
Q. What is your occupation ?-A. Labourer and fish warden.
Q. Are you a resident here, and for what length of time ?-A. Well, with the

exception of about three years, I have been a resident here for about thirty years.
Q. Is your nationality a Canadian ?-A. Yes, Canadian.
Q. Have you been engaged in fibing yourself ?-A. No, nothing more than for

pleasure.
Q. Where have you been fishing?-A. On the Georgian Bay.
Q. What kind of fishing used you to carry on there?-A. Trout, whitefish,

pickerel and sturgeon.
Q. What part of the Georgian Bay did you fish in ?-A. At the mouth of the

Muskoka River and Blind River.
Q. Are they on the north shore ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where ?-A. About sixty miles from the Sault.
Q. What description of net did you fish with up there ?-A. We fished with the

gill-nets altogether.
Q. What size of mesh did you use in your gill-nets ?-A. Well, now, I am not

positive. It was the usual size, I think.
Q. Was it 4 or 5 inch ?-A. I could not say. I cannot make a net myself.
Q. What size fish would you catch in your nets?-A. I don't know. I know

we used a smaller net for the pickerel, and we had a larger net for salmon-trout
and *whitefish.

Q. For- pickerel, what would be your size of mesh ?-A. I think it was 2j.
Q. Was that extension measure ?-A. Yes.
Q. How long ago is it since you fished ?-A. It is about nine years.
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Q. When do you consider fish in their best condition-that is, salmon-trout and
whitefish, for instance?-A. We consider the latter the botter.

Q. What time of the year do you consider them the best for eating purposes ?-
A. October and the beginning of Novomber.

Q. What about May and June ?-A. I never caught any salmon-trout or white-
fish in May or June. I have caught whitefish here in April.

Q. At what time?-A. In April.
Q. Where did you generally dispose of your fish in those days?-A. We sold

them to Talsman & Co.
Q. Did they take them to the States ?-A. Yes. He kept a tug running

constantly.
Q. Do you catch any fish here for the market too ?-A. No, I have never fished

much here. I have never put a line out het'e in my life.
Q. When do you think the salmon-trout are ripest for spawning?-A. I think

the last of September and the first of October, you will get them on the spawning
beds in hundreds, and perhaps you could not see one a week before. You might go
along on the sandy shoals in the Muskoka River and you wýould not see one, and go
along again in a week and get a terrible catch, about that time of the year. About
the 15th October you could get them thick. Often you might fish these shores the
end of September and the first week in October and not get any fish, and then the
end of October and beginning of November come on in great quantities. I have been
with the lumbermen the most of my life. I have always noticed about the middle
of October you would always see the Indians striking for the spawning beds, and
down here in this lake. I wonder some of those gentlemen never spoke about the
Rama Indians and Snake Island Indians. They follow fishing all the year round on
the other side of the lake for salmon-trout and whitefish. They catch a terrible lot
of fish, and there are parties at the other side of the lake that do nothing else but fish.

Q. Do these Indians catch them during the spawning times ?-A. Yes, the
Indians do, and the whites do it too during the spawning times. It is too far away
for the officers to go with their present remuneration. I know parties myself that
come down here to getfishing tackle and nets, and an old man out in the country
makes it his business to make nets for them.

Q. During the close time ?-A. Yes, to fish generally, as well as at close times
-this lake is closed to net fishing all the time. They have a way of getting their
nets under the ice and fishing, that is catching fish all the time in the winter.

Q. What do they catch then ?-A. They catch salmon-trout, whitefish and
maskinongé, and they spear a great many maskinongé, using little woodeu fish to
lure them.

Q. Have they houses built on the ice ?-A. Yes, sir. This fishing is extensively
followed on the north shore of the Georgian Bay, at Thessalon and Bruce Mines. I
was up there with the lumbermen three years, and you could buy them at 2 cents
a pound or less; we used to change with them and give them pork for fish; we get
them from the Indians and half-breeds there. I have bought lots of them myself in
the middle of winter.

Q. Have you seen any pound-net fishing carried on there ?-A. Oh, yes, very
extensively. A few years ago half of the inhabitants lived by fishing on St. Joseph's
Island and in the neighbourhood of Bruce Mines.

Q. Have you any knowledge of what sized mesh was in their nets?-A. 14o, I
could not say, they were usually pound-nets, and I suppose they were about the
same mesh.

Q. Do you suppose they took many immature small fish ?-A. Not so many. I
was up there and saw Talsman have lots of pickerel and small whitefish.

Q. Have you any idea what the size of these pickerel and small whitefish
were ?-A. They were down to a pound and a half pound, very small.

Q. Are these as marketable as the others?-A. Well, they all go, they are all
put together, and are packed in a case.

Q. Are they shipped away ?-A. Yes, shipped to the other side.
Q. What port do they go to?-A. They go to Chicago and other ports. He

had a tug and done nothing else only transport them.
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Q. When they were taken from the fishermen, where did they go to first ?-A.
They went to Cockburn Island and Killarney. He had buyers at Killarney, and
then there are other fishermen that bring them to Collingwood. There is extensive
fishing going on now by parties living up here at Midland, Waubsushene and Pene-
tanguishene-they fish a great deal, and they don't stop at al], and didn't stop, to my
own knowledge, this year in the close season.

Q. Do you think the close season is generally fished right through as a rale?-
A. Well, the settlers up there on the Severn River stated that they had been fishing
there for fifteeni years, and nobody interfered with them, and all the claim I had on
them was for fishing in inland lakes from the local authorities.

Q. Did you seize the nets for fishing on inland lakes?-A. No, they stated that
they had been practical fishermen there for fifteen years, and had never been inter-
rupted. The settlers and lumbermen claimed that there is a lake there called the
Six Mile Lake.

Q. Did you take any steps to fine them for this?-A. I took them before a
Justice of the Peace, and they were fined $5 apiece and costs.

Q. Under the Dominion law ?-A. Yes.
Q. Couldn't they be tried under the Ontario law ?-A. Well, I was under the

instructions of the Ontario law, but the two magistrates claimed that they had a
right to refer back to the Dominion law if they saw fit-this was to let them out
easily.

Q. Was the penalty higher under the Ontario law ?-A. It is not less than $10
for the first offence, nor more than $30 for the second offence.

Q. What was your excuse for trying them under the Dominion law instead of
the Ontario law ?-A. This was done because the fine was lower, and I think they
were quite able to pay the fine-I would have had 32 cases of fish.

Q. Did they pay you your fees ?-A. I got half the fine-hardly enough to board
me while up there. 1 understand froni the settlers up there and others, that the tourists
there comprise several clubs of Arnericans-one called the Buckskin Club from
Buffalo, and they corne up in the summer and catch large quantities of bass. They
corne up to the Severn River. There is one place there that is about 5 miles long,
and there are several islands on it.

Q. How do they fish there ?-A. They fished principally with hook and line.
The settlers said they caught them in piles and let them lie on the rock, left some
places where they were stinkirig with fish-just caught them for sport.

Q. Do you say these men had licenses?-A. Oh, yes, the Americans have
license for hunting.

Q. Well, license for hunting would that cover fishing too ?-A. No.
Q. Had they no license for fishing ?-A. No.
Q. Did you inquire if they had license for fishing ?-A. No; they said they

were not fishing. I saw no signs of any reels or nets there.
Q. There were fishermen there from Port Hope, you say ?--A. Yes, they were

there tishing with nets in this little lake for salmon-trout, that is, Six Mile Lake.
Q. Did they get many ?-A. I could not say how many they got, I believe they

sent several boat loads-some in cases and some in boxes were shipped oUt to Wau-
baushene to go down on the train, but I could not say where they would go to from
there.

Q. Had these fishermen licenses ?-A. No, they were Canadians.
Q. Had they nets there?-A. Yes, they had nets out drying around their tents.
Q. Couldn't you seize them ?-A. No; I had no authority to seize any nets, only

what I could catch in the bay. They were there, and signs of fish such as heads
and scales. The justices said that unless I could find the nets in the water I had
no business to seize.

Q. Do you know their names?-A. One of their names was Mr. Kitchin.
Q. And who was the other?-A. Mr. Lovering, both of the township of Matche-

dash. I wanted to go back and seize their nets; but they ruled and would not let
me.

Q. Is the Severn River the outlet froin Lake Simcoe into the Georgian Bay ?-
A. Yes, sir.
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Q. How far would that be from Midland ?-A. Well, it is only a short distance
from Midiand. The mouth of the river is only 3 miles from Waubaushene, and I
think Midland is only about 3 or 4 miles further, or something like that.

Q. What do you think about protection of the fish-do you think it is right ?-
A. I think the close season is not long enough; I think there ought to be a longer
time; I think it should commence for salmon-trout and whitefish about the 1st of
October.

Q. And run till when ?-A. Till the lst December.
Q. Do you say fish are then spawning freely?-A. Yes, sir, that is, in October.

We bought some last season in October from the Indians, and they were full of
spawn.

Q. What time in October?-A. About the 9th of October.
Q. Do you say that you saw fish speared on the 9th October?-A. Yes, sir, and

on the 10th that the spawn was running out of them. When we opened them we found
lots of spawn in them.

Q. Was the spawn ready to lay ?-A. I think they were. The Indianswere there
then catching them on the spawning beds-you know that is the only time you can
spear them there.

Q. Is this the reason why the fish become depleted with such work ?-A. It
makes a big difference here.

Q. What do you know about Lake Simcoe years ago ?-A. I know that fish
pedlars have made a business peddling from this lake, and fishermen could make lots
of money in former years. I have seen old John Boon and Summerset come in
with a wagon load right here in Barrie, about fourteen years ago.

Q. What fish were these ?-A. Trout and whitefish and maskinongé. The
maskinongé are about the mouth of the Bradford River.

Q. What time in the season would you see these brought in here ?-A. In the
fall of the year.

Q. How are they now ? Do you see the same thing nowadays ?-A. No, not at
all. There are few trout and whitefish caught now. I see a good many whitefish
speared when the ice is going out.

Q. How are the whitefish and trout caught nowadays?-A. Any that I see now
are speared down about Big Bay Point.

Q. Do you say the fish have fallen off very much, then ?-A. Yes, very much
here. Fishermen that used to be here and in the Georgian Bay are resorting to the
inland lakes. Thore are parties up the river who told me themselves that they had
been up since the last week in August. They didn't know what I was, and they
told me they had been fishing since August until the 20th of November.

Q. Were these principally Americans, you say?-A. Not that were fishing.
Q. But these men coming down on the train ?-A. Oh, they were from Port

Hope and men from Mount Albert.
Q. What do you think about the close season?-A. I think it commences ton

early for speckled-trout.
Q. What do you know about brook-trout?-A. Well, I know we cannot catch

as many as we used to.
Q. Do you say brook-trout are gone?-A. Very near. I heard Mr. Wesley

speaking of their being in the streams here, and could not account for it unless it is
the muddy water. What has brought about the reduction a great deal is the flith
of the streams, saw-dust in the streams by shingle mills and saw mills.

Q. Do you think fishing through the close season assisted it too ?-A. Yes, that
has done quite a bit too.

Q. Do you think the close season should be kept ?--A. Yes, by all means. I
think the close season for brook-trout should commence the 1st of September, be-
cause I have caught them on the spawning beds, and I think speckled-trout should
commence the lst September and run till the lst May.

Q. I think you have told us about salmon-trout and whitefish ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What about base here ?-A. J never went fishing for bass.
Q. Is there very much of this spearing and shooting of fish going on here ?-A.

I don't think so here. There is at Bradford and at Cook's Bay.
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Q. Have you formed any estimates of the benefit to be derived from artificial
fish culture?-A. No, sir, I have not given it a thought.

Q. Which do you consider the most valuable fish in this lake to preserve?-.A.
I think it is about at par between the whitefish and salmon-trout. I think there
are more whitefish than trout by about fifty to one.

Q. Do you say there are fifty whitefish to one trout ?-A. Down about Sandy
Cove there is a lot of spearing there in the spring. I went down there myself one
day three years ago and we caught sixty-four whitefish and only one salmon-trout.
There were four of us, and that was ail the trout we saw.

Q. Were you spearing themn ?-A. Yes.
Q. What time of the year was that ?-A. It was very early, I fancy about the

last of Marvh.
Q. Could you do that now ?-A. Weil, they catch great quantities there every

spring and bring them right in here and peddle them. They are whitefish
principally.

Q. Hxve you any suggestions to make about anything yourself?-A. Well, I
think it is very necessary that something should be done in the line of protecting
the fish by paying some inspector proper wages. This is most necessary to prevent
poaching and illegal fishing, and I think the lakes up north are in need of protection
more than this. Of course bere at home is where they are doing their great
slaughtering, but we could go there in season and catch them. There are a great
many caught on the opposite side of the lake; there is a terrible lot of illegal fishing
going on there.

By Mr. farris:

Q. What other occupation do you follow besides fish warden ?-A. Oh just a
labourer go-as-you-please.

Q. Have you been in these localities where illegal fishing is carried on ?-A. I
have been a lumberer most of my days, and a bush ranger.

Q. How recently?-A. Well, I have not been in the lumber trade for the last
seven years.

Q. Then, are you speaking largely in reference to what took place seven years
ago ?-A. I saw a good deal of it this fall.

Q. What month ?-A. In the month of November and the last week in October.
Q. Then I suppose you were deer shooting ?-A. Weil, I was looking after

them that were deer shooting.
Q. Did you shoot any yourself?-A. I shot one this fall; two years ago this

fall I shot five in one day.
Q. Did you give any evidence before when the Ontario Commissioners were in

the country ?-A. They didn't come here; we only had a lot of papers sent here to
fill up by the sportsmen.

CHARLES H. ROSS was sworn, and replied as follows:-

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. What is your occupation, Mr. Ross ?-A. I am a broker.
Q. Do you merely wish to corroborate Mr. Wesley's views?-A. Yes, they are

exactly with mine.
Q. Yon say you are a broker here, and your residence, how long ?-A. I am a

resident here since 1846.
Q. Now, do you wish to state that you corroborate exactly the views expressed

by Mr. Samuel Wesley, the editor of the Advance ?-A. Yes, with one addition to it
that I might suggest, and that is in relation to a certain question put to Mr. Wesley
regarding the fisheries. I have one suggestion that I would like to add to it, and
that is, that the fine imposed for poaching be not less than $50 for the first offence
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nor more than $100, and that the informant get tne one-half of the fin'es after con-
viction.

Q. Have you anything more to express ?-A. No; nothing more; my views
were expressed from the beginning to the end by Mr. Wesley. We have both been
here about the same time.

Q. I desire to ask you this question, Mi. Ross, as you are an old resident bere:
Do you know of the salmon-trout being pretty plentiful in bygone days ?-A. Oh,
yes, you could go out here in the morning and stop out a couple of hours and catch
from 10 to 15; it was no trouble to catch them at ail.

Q. Were they, as compared with the present time, more plentiful then ?--A.
There are none to be had at ail now; you might catch one now if you fish a whole
day.

Q. Would you give your views as to whether the falling off bas been gradual or
not?-A. Oh, I attribute a great deal ofit to overnetting; I think netting is prin-
cipally the cause of it.

Q. By overfishing and netting ?-A. Yes, by overfishing with nets.
Q. Was that done at ail times?-A. Yes, at ail times, and there is any amount

of tishing going on at the present time. In the spring of the year there 1is a good
deal of spearing done about Big Bay Point. In fact, about two years ago, we had a
man up for spearing, but could not prove it. They were fishing with light jacks
around that cove, what they call Sandy Cove.

Q. How far is that from here ?-A, It is about 13 miles from here.
Q. Is it quite clear to you that the fish were plentiful here formerly ?-A.

There is no doubt of it.
Mr. HINES says there is one man willing to pay a license of $50 to be allowed

to fish for dogfish in the lake, that is, Lake Simcoe.
That will do, Mr. Ross.

No. 13.-TORONTO.

The Dominion Fisheries Commissioners, Messrs. Wilmot and Edward Harris,
met this 16th day of December, 1892, at the Queen's Hotel, Toronto, to take evidence.

WILLIAM MONTGOMERY was called and made the usual solemn affirmatioli
to answer ail questions put to him by the Commission, to the best of his knowledge
and belief.-He replied to questions as follows:-

Q. Where is your place of residence ?-A. Eastern part of Fisherman's Island,
Toronto.

Q. What is your occupation ?-A. Fisherman.
Q. For what length of time have you followed that occupation ?-A. I have

beeà fishing now on and off since the time I have been a boy, 26 years ago.
Q. What is you r nationality ?-A. Canadian born.
Q. What kind of fishery have you carried on ?-A. Salmon-trout, whitefish,*

ciscoes, blue back herring, pike, pickerel. I have caught every kind of fish that
bas been caught in the lake here.

Q. What localities have you fished in ?-A. Lake Ontario and Toronto Bay.
Q. Have you fished at ail in Lake Erie or Lake Huron ?-A. No, never fished

there.
Q. What description of net do you use at the present timo ?-A. Two and a

half and 2# mesh, extension measure.
Q. What is that for ?-A. For the ciscoe fishing.
Q. Is it for ciscoe and herring both ?-A. Yes. Then on in the sunmer wè fish

3 and 3. mesh, that is for large ciscoes and large blue back herring.
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Q. Do you catch any whitefish at ail ?-A. I do in the summer; I use a drag-
net or seine for that.

Q. Do you mean seines ?-A. Yes. Seines are used in the summer during May,
June and July for catcbing whitefish.

Q. Do you ever use a pound-net?-A. No, never owned one.
Q. Iloop-nets or anything of that kind?-A. No.
Q. When do you find that the fish that you are catching are best conditioned

for table use; we will say when the whitefish are in their best condition ?-A. We
don't catch whitefish only in the months of May, June and July.

Q. Are they best in those months ?-A. Yes, that is the only time we catch
them.

Q. The ciscoes, when are they best for table use ?-A. I couldn't tell you that,
it is a thing we hardly ever eat.

Q. The market would be your criterion, then; when are they most acceptable
for market ?-A. It doesn't seem to make much difference once we start; we gen-
erally start about the lst of September. There seems to be a good demand for
them ail the time right up till May.

Q. What about the herring ?-A. We never catch many herrings proper, we
catch the blue back herring. The large ciscoes we don't get a great quantity of
them.

Q. When do you think tley are best ?-A. Best in May.
Q. Do you ever catch any salmon-trout ?-A. No, not of late years.
Q. In former years when you did fish for them, when did you consider the

salmon-trout were in best condition ?-A. I couldn't say, the fishermen did not catch
a great quantity of them.

Q. Do you think generally that fish are better away from the spawniug time ?-
A. I think away from the spawning season they are agreat deal better than through
the spawning season.

Q. Generally speaking, are all fish better at a distance from their spawning
time ?-A. I think so.

Q. Where is your market for your fish ?-A. Ail to Mr. Bray, the fish dealer
here. Ile bas handled ail our fish for the last three years.

Q. Are none sent to the United States ?-A. I can't tell where he sends them.
Q. What might be the average price of the flish to the shippers; whitefish, what

are they worth ?-A. We have got from 10 to 15 cents apiece for them.
Q. Do you not soli them by the pound ?-A. No. Sometimes we have got

more. They average about 20 cents apiece.
Q. What might the average weight of these whitefish be ?-A. I never

weighed any, perhaps about three pounds. Some of them are very large, and others
quite small. We sell them just as they come out of the net.

Q. Are whitefish, ciscoes and horring your principal fish ?-A. Yes.
Q. How do you soll your ciscoes as a rule; what do you get for them ?-A.

Smoked ones $1 a hundred; and if we make kippers sometimes we get 2 and 2j
cents apiece for them.

Q. Are the kippers the larger ciscoes ?-A. They are large ciscoes, a mixture
of large ciscoes and large herring.

Q. Do you think herring and ciscoes are the same fish ?-A. There is a differ-
ence between the biue back herring and ciscoe herring.

Q. Are the ciscoe proper and the ciscoe herring one and the same ?-A. I don't
hardly know.

Q. What do you call the blue back berring ?-A. They frequent the shallow
waters, they are not the same sort of fish at ail. There is the small ciscoe and the
large ciscoe; they are both the same fish.

Q. Is there a large and small ciscoe herring ?-A. That is what we call them.
They are called the ciscoe herring. Before they started to smoke them, they used
to be called here "creek herrings."

Q. Then there are two kinds called large ciscoe herring and small ciscoe her-
ring ?-A. Tes. They run together.
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Q. What will be the average size of what you call the large ciscoe herring ?-
A. I suppose the large ones will go from a pound and a half, up to two pounds, as
taken out of the nets, and the small ones will run about from 7 inches upwards.

Q. What will a hundred of them weigh ?-A. I don't know; I never weighed
them. We sell them by the hundred, we never have to weigh them.

Q. Now, your blue batk herring, what is their size generally?-A. They are very
smrall bore and would be about the size of the small ciscoe herring. The ciscoes are
worth -about a dollar a hundred fish, and the kippers or the larger ciscoes from 2 to
2j cents apiece, and the blue back herring, in the summer fishing, large ones run
from 3 to 6 and as high as 8 cents each; it depends on the market, sometimes the
market is up and sometimes down.

Q. When are whitefish ripest for emitting eggs from their body ?-A. I couldn't
tell you anything about that; at the time they corne there is no sign of eggs in
them; in the months of May, June and July they do not have oggs in thern; they
spawn in the fall.

Q. With regard to your ciscoe herrings, large and small, wben are they ripest
to lay thoir eggs?-A. Eggs are in thom all the year around, but I know there is a
time when the spawn runs out of them freely; that is generally in the fall, in
November, and in January the same way.

Q. Did you say you were not engaged in salmon-trout or bass fishing ?-A. No.
Q. When do the bass spawi ?-A. I would say it would be in the spring.
Q. When do pike spawn ?-A. It depends greatly on the spring; if it is an early

spring it is early, if it is a late spring it is late when they spawn.
Q. Do you know when bass lay their eggs ?-A. I think it is in the spring, and

catfish spawn in the spring, too.
Q. In what month do you lose your nets mostor receive most injury in fishing?

-A. More nets are damaged in the fall, and November is about the worst.
Q. Which do you consider the most valuable fish within your fishery for your

business ?-A. Of course the whitefish, but they don't stand any length of time;
after the whitefish, then ciscoes and herring.

Q. Which of the kinds of fish that you are acquainted with have fallen off most
in your recollection bore ?-A. As I told you here yesterday, when we were speak-
ing of it, these ciscoes about 15 or 16 years ago went away as'they have done now.

Q. Do you say that ciscoes were plentiful years ago ?-A. They were plentiful
years ago and they fell off, just went away to nothing the same as they have done
this while back bore, and thon came on again pnd as thick as they could be, and
they are now off again.

Q. How long have you been fishing here for ciscoes particularly ?-A. I sup-
pose 21 or 22 years or more; I have taken a license out for myself for 21 years.

Q. What would be the probable catch of your ciscoes, say 15 or 20 years ago ?
-A. We .d not use as much nets; we used to get from 2,000 to 2,500 at a lift;
that wou be two iights.

Q. During 48 hours?-A. Yes.
Q. What have you caught during the last year or so, what would you get with

the same nets now and in the same time as 15 years ago ?-A. Of course we are
fishing more nets now, but never reckon on picking up our nets now as often as we
did thon.

Q. What will be the catch now in 48 hours ?-A. I don't take themr up in 48
hours; we leave them out about four nights; the catch would be about 4,000. Three
years ago this fall we used to pick them up every two or three nights and used to
catch six or seven thousand.

Q. Have they fallen off in your eètimation in quantities ?-A. Yes.
Q. Does that apply to the herring, too?-A. It apphies to the herring, too.
Q. Have they fallen off in size ?-A. No; just about the one size; the size

doesn't seemto change.
Q. What sort of a boat do you fish with, what keel ?-A. A 28-foot boat.
Q. Iow many mon do you require to work that ?-A. Only my brother and

mne this year on account of the way the fishing is.
Q. What quantity of net do you use ?-A. About 4,200 yards of net.
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Q. low much do you keep in the water as a rule ail the time?-A. Keep 2,100
yards, keep one-half in the water al[ the while.

Q. Do you at times lose your nets, fish and all in stormy weather ?-A. Some-
times lose the nets; fish and everything would go with them.

Q. Is this frequent?-A. No that is only in case of heavy stormy weather.
Q. Have you any suggestions to make yourself besides the replies yon have

given with regard to the fishing and nets and ail that sort of thing ?-A. I don't
know; I don't think it could be made much different. Of course, there might be
made a little difference iii the mesh of the nets.

Q. What do you say about the mesh ?-A. I don't think there ought to be any-
thing smaller than 2j-inch nesh. That is for gill-nets.

Q. What about your seines, what do you think the mesh ought to be ?-A. A
mesh of 4-inch in the bag, I think, it gives no chance of getting any fish at all ; our
nets stretch all the time. Four inches is rather large. They ought to allow it to go
at 3½-inch mesh. You see with our drag-nets it isn't all the one size. The drag-net
I have is 5 inches in the wings, and the sheets are 4½- inches.

Q. What size whitefish will pass through a 3-inch mesh freely ?-A. Quite a
large one. I think a half-grown whitefish would go through with very little force.

Q. Now, have you any other suggestion to make ?-A. Not for the outside fish-
ing, I haven't.

Q. What about inside fishing ?-A. I would like to see if we could get the inside
fishing.

Q. Do you think fishing should be allowed in the bay ?-A. Yes; it was allowed
a few years ago, with drag-nets or seines.

Q. Fishing, you say, should be allowed in the bay with nets, to catch what?-
A. Pike and suckers, and other coarse fish.

Q. By what authority are you forbidden ?-A. I got a letter from headquarters
-it was sent to me.

Q. Are the people forbidden to catch fish with book and line ?-A. No, they
can catch ail they like with a rod and line.

Q. Why do you suggest that net fishing should be allowed in the bay ?-A. It
is this way: the fish come to the top of the water dead. *I don't know why it is. It
would be a great deal better for some one to catch them and sell them, than to see
them floating on the top of the water dead.

Q. Have you any idea what is the cause of these fish dying ?-A. I don't know
just what; there doesn't seem to be any serious disease; whether it is that the fish
are so plentiful or not, I don't know.

Q. What kind of fish principally ?-A. Suckers and pike.
Q. What time of the year is this principally ?-A. They come on just in the

summer months, say in June, July and August, and September and October.
Q. Have you uny other suggestions that you would like recorded ?-A. No.
Q. What time does your seine drawing begin ?-A. Last year it began on the

6th of May, and the year before that it was on the 19th of May, and kept on till
20th July, and we wouldn't have stopped then but the fish stopped. That was for
whitefish only.

Q. What is the extent of the seine fishery around here-how many use them?-
A. Ward bas one, Charley Nurse has another, and I have another. They are from
300 to 350 yards in length.

Q. How far down the lake is it before there is another seine ?-A. Frenchman's
Bay-I think the first seine is at Frenchman's Bay, between 20 and 22 miles from
here.

Q. Westward, towards, Hamilton, where is the first seine that way ?-A.
After you leave Toronto, the Hum ber is the first. I don't think there are any more
till you get to Hamilton. This only refers to whitefish nets.

Q. What gill-net fishing is there here besides yours in these waters?-A. Mr.
Macdonell here is fishing, and I think Charley Nurse is fishing. Ward isn't fishings
this year at al1. Ail told in the Toronto fishery, I suppose therawould be about six
or seven thousand yards; I don't know exactly.
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Q. Now, what was the extent of this fishery formerly; how many nets were
used in former years, within your experience ?-A. There is as many nets now as
ever there was. Just as much twine, if not more than years ago.

Q. Is winter fishing the best now ?-A. It has been all the time the best for
ciscoe fishing.

Q. Was ti:ere any time since you have been a fishermen when the summer fish-
ing was good ?-A. There was a time we never botE.ered with the ciscoe fishing at
ail after May. We then start on the whitefishing and as soon as we get through
with that we would start in again with the ciscoe fishing. About the lst of October
the ciscoe fishing starts and is kept up till the 1st of February. We never depended
on the ciscoe fishing'at ail when there was other fishing that paid better.

Q. Now, you say the summer fishing is ail done ?-A. Yes, only what we get
of these ciscoes and these whitefish at the time they aie on.

Q. Do you catch ciscoes in the summer, too?-A. Yes, catch large ciscoes in the
sumnier. There are three months we follow the whitefishing; it is the principal
fishing for the summer.

Q. What was the most whitefish you ever caught in a season in former days ?-
A. I wasn't running a net for myself then, but I suppose there would be perhaps
$100 or $150 worth in the week at that time. You had to catch a great quantity of
fish to make a hundred dollars worth then; I never counted them; they were ail
sold by bulk; it is different entirely now the way the fish are sold to what it was
then.

Q. In those days when the whitefish were so plentiful would they bring 3 or 4
cents each on an average ?--A. I don't know as they would. They used to haul
them in, large and small ones. It is so long ago; it is as much as I can mind of. There
were five boats in all coming into market. The fish were very plentiful at that
time.

Q. What are the same fish worth now?-A. The same fish are worth now 15 or
20 cents.

By Mr. Barris:

Q. Iow long ago is it these large whitefish catches were made; how many
years back?-A. I suppose about 18 years ago.

Q. How do you account for the falling off in the whitefish ?-A. I could not
account for it.

Q. All you know is they have disappeared ?-A. Yes; but they are more pie -
tiful within the last two years than they have been fer some years. The only reaso
I could give is, they have been putting in the fish again, the fry from Newcastle and
Sandwich hatcheries.

Q. The fry has been put in from the hatcheries?-A. Yes.
Q. About these seines in the bay, what fish would you catch there?-A. Pike

and suckers now.
Q. No black bass ?-A. No.
Q. Were there black bass in the old days?-A. There have been a few caught

with a rod and line. I have seen what they cal green bass. Pat. Gray, he used to
catch quite a few of them. * That was in Block House Bay, opposite where Hanlan's
house was.

Q. Are there any mudeats in the bay ?-A. Yes, any amount of them.
Q. Are they good qish ?-A. I don't care about eating them.
Q. Would they be saleable if you caught them here ?-A. One could sell them.
Q. What would be the best season of the year fer drawing in the bay with

seines ?-A. If I had the doing of it I would like to bave in the spring and fali when
we can't go to the lake on account of the rough weather.

Q. Wliat time does the ice go off, as a ruie? You say you begin fishing out in
the lake after May ?-A. In the winter we fish for other fish.

Q. I am asking about seines ?-A. We never use seines only for the whitefish.
Q. How early could you begin fishing in the bay with seines?-A. I could have

fished in the bay this last year in March.
Q. Would it pay you to fish with a seine until the 15th of April ?-A. Yes.
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Q. And thon stop ?-A. Yes.
Q. And then begin again on the 15th of September ?-A. Yos.
Q. And fish the fall ?-A. Yes. I would be satisfied to pay a license for it.

HECTOR MACDONELL called and made his statement:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Will the statements you are going to make be as true as if you swore to

them ?-A. Yes.
Q. And do you consider them as binding upon you as if sworn to ?-A. Yes,

I do.
Q. Where do you live, Mir. Macdonell ?-A. 427 Frònt Street East, Toronto.
Q. Are you a fisherman ?-A. Yes.
Q. For how long ?-A. Pretty near ever since I was able to walk. I have been

knocking around with fishermen ail my life.
Q. Are you a Canadian ?-A. Yos.
Q. Where have you been engaged in fishing ?-A. I have been engaged in the

Georgian Bay, salmon-trout fishing only.
Q. Have you fished bore ?-A. I never caught any fish here, only ciscoes and

whitefish in Lake Ontario.
Q. Then your principal fishing has been salmon-trout in the Georgian Bay and

ciscoes and whitefish and herring in Lake Ontario ?-A. Yes.
Q. What sort of nets do you use ?-A. I use the same sort of nets as Mr. Mont-

gomery, with gill-nets and seines.
Q. What sort of meshes do you have in your gill-nets ?-A. 2 and 2¾, extension

measure.
Q. What did you use in the seines ?-A. I think it was a 3j bag, I wouldn't be

positive.
Q. And the wings would be, what ?-A. The wings would be 4 inches.
Q. Do you recollect the size of the twine you used in the gill-nets, do you know

anything about that?-A. I think it is No. 60, 2 cords, and the seine twine of
No. 12 cotton. Some make them out, of 12 and 16.

Q. Now, what is your experience in regard to the time in which fish are in the
best condition. You say you formerly fished for saimon-trout in the Georgian Bay-
what about tbem?-A. I thought they were best in the middle of the summer, I
always tound them the hardest and firmest then.

Q. Did you catch large quantities of them there ?-A. Sometimes we would
catch quite a large quantity of them. I have seen us bringing in from 150 to 200
at one haul. It is a good while ago, about 12 or 14 years ago, and they would gen-
erally run from about 4 pounds up. This I guess would be 14 or 15 years ago, and it
is about 12 years since I was there.

Q. Were the fish getting any less at the time you left there ?-A. No; they
seemed to be as plentiful, but I got a roaming notion in my head and came bere.

Q. With regard to these ciscoes, when do you think they are in the best con-
dition, ciscoes and herring ?-A. I think they are in good condition ail the time, as
far as my knowledge goes; I never saw any difference in them.

Q. Do you think they are as good in the spawning time as any other time ?-
A. Yes, no matter when you catch them they are full of spawn.

Q. When do you find the eggs run most freely from them ?-A. I don't know;
1 think about November.

Q. Is yours a local market; do you soli them altogether in Toronto ?-A. Sell
them ail in Toronto to Mr. Bray, a dealer hore.

Q. Is the average value about the same as your friend gave there ?-A. Yes,
just the same.
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Q. With regard to this Sunday close time, what do you think about that ?-A.
I think it is an impossibility.

Q. Did I hear you speak at one time about Americans fishing on our shore ?-
A. No, I don't know only what I have heard other people talk about. They say it
was in neutral waters, that is, both get the fish where they like.

Q. What do you think about close seasons-do you think it is correct to have
proper close seasons for the protection of fish when spawning ?-A. Yes, if properly
carried out, and make ail obey it. Some do fish and some don't, and it is not proper
to stop one man and let another man fish. They should ail be put on the same
footing.

Q. Have you formed any estimate about the artificial culture of fish, whether
it is beneficial or not?-A. 1 don't know. I never took much interest in it.

Q. Is it correct what Mr. Montgomery says, that fisi are more plentiful now,
and he assigns a cause for it that it may be from the fish hatcheries; what is your
opinion about it ?-A. I think lie is about right as far as the whitefish are con-
cerned, that they may have increased, and it may be attributable to the fish hatcheries.

Q. What sort of boat do you fish with ?-A. The same kind of boat as Mr.
Montgomery, a 30-foot keel boat, and there are three of us to man it.

Q. What quantity of net do you use in that ?-A. 3,000 yards.
Q. How much do you keep in the water ail the while?-A. Keep 1,500 yards.
Q. Do 1 understand from that that you start out in the morning, we will say

with 1,500 yards of net, and you take up the 1,500 yards that you set ont the day
before, and you bring the 1,500 yards home, fish and ail.

Q. Have you any suggestions that you would like to make yourelf with regard
to your fishery ?-A. Nothing more than Mr. Montgomery, only something about
the bay. I would like to fish in it.

MICHAEL DOYLE sworn:

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Is your residence in Toronto?-A. Yes.
Q. And is your calling a fish dealer ?-A. Yes.
Q. How long have you been engaged in this occupation ?-A. Thirty years, all

of that, or over.
Q. Are you an Irishman?-A. Yes.
Q. What kind of fish business are you engaged in ?-A. Ail kinds.
Q. What is your principal business; with what sort of fish ?-A. In summer

tithe, whitefish, salmon-trout, sea salmon, codtish and haddock, those are the princi-
pal kinds.

Q. Do you do anything in the line of ciscoes and herring ?-A. Yes; I deal in
fresh herring; in bass, when I get them, and aIl kinds of fresh water fish.

Q. Now, where do you principally get your whitefish from ?-A. Well, I got
the biggest part last summer from Collingwood, both salmon-trout and whitefish.
I also get some from Southampton and from Goderich, and from Manitoba or Lake
Winnipeg in winter time.

Q. Have you any knowledge of the derscriptio, of nets ?-A. No, sir, I don't
know anything at ail about them. I have a knowledge that they are catching.un.
lawful fish and have been for years.

Q. You say you don't know about the nets otherwise than that they catch illegal
fish?-A. Yes, Ur. Wilmot, you have been busy putting in the fry and they have
been busy taking them out. I would prohibit them now for thrae years fishing.

Q. Is it your opinion, with regard to the nets, that they must be too smail
meshed ?-A. Yes; if they are lawful nets they won't catch those smal fish.

Q. Do you ship from here ?-A. No; they are ail used for home consumption
and go to the hotels and saloons and other customers.
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Q. About the value of these fish ; take, for instance, salmon-trout and whitefish,
what is their value here on the market ?-A. We cannot sell them profitably less
than 8 cents a pound to the retailers. Wholesalers get them at 7 cents.

Q. What, with regard to the coarse tish, that is including pike and pickerel ?-
A. I don't handle many of them.

Q. What are bass worth ?-A. Bass are worth 5 and 6 cents a pound wholesale;
we pay that for them. We sell them at 9 and 10 cents, which is the regular price
in retailing them. If they come in bad order they are not worth so much.

Q. What about your sea salmon, what do they retail at bore ?-A. I am retail-
ing at 18 cents for Restigouche. I got three boxes this week, two fron Quebec and
one from St. John.

Q. What is the usual price of herring?-A. 25 cents a dozen,that is the average
price, and the same for the ciscoes too, when fresh.

Q. Do you get your ciscoes and seli them fresh, or do you get them smoked ?-
A. I. haven't done anything this couple of years with them. There are the blue
back herring, or common run of berring, we sell them at 25 cents a dozen whole-
sale.

Q. With your experience you will have some knowledge when fish are ripe to
spawn, can you tell me when you think salmon-trout spawn ?-A. That is just what
I was thinking of myself; I don't think they spawn at the one time ail over, nor do
the whitefish.

Q. What months do you think their spawning season would cover ?-A. I can't
tell you. You sec we have caught no fish here this long time to signify anything.
They have their time of spawning in different places, just liko the sea salmon.
When they begin to corne in thiek, they come to the spawning ground.

Q. Do you get any whitefish or salmon-trout in the months of October and
November ?-A. November is the close season.

Q. Do any corne into the market in October ?-A. Yes.
Q. What state are their eggs in then ?-A. I never saw any spawn in them, as

they are dressed before they corne in.
Q. Have you formed any estimate about when the herring spawn ?-A. No, but

I think they kill the herring when they are spawning.
Q. Have you formed any idea about the bass when they spawn ?-A. No, I can't

say.
Q. Can you give an opinion of when it is the most dangerous month for the

fishermen to be engaged fishing, when they lose most nets and fishing ?-A. No, 1
can't tell you.

Q. What about the quantities of small immature fish that are brought into the
market from the western lakes ?-A. There are a good many small whitefish, and I
don't think they are caught in lawful nets. Southampton is a great place for them.

Q. Does this apply to salmon-trout ?-A. Yes.
Q. Do they arrive here frozen ?-A. No, fresh.
Q. Do these small whitefish corne here f resh ?-A. Yes, and dressed.
Q. Are they packed, in ice ?-A. Yes, ail packed up together. There are more

small ones than big ones. I forget the name of the place where these fish are sent
from; the same stock come from Southampton.

Q. Do they corne largely fron Southampton?-A. No, but the same stock does;
the small ones, last summer came from there, from Donald Macdonald. They catch
the saine quality at Southampton.

Q. What would be the probable size of these salmon-trout-what would you call
the smalt ores ?-A. From a pound to a pound and a half; the whitefish do not
weigh that much, nothing more than a good-sized herring.

Q. Then, they are not as saleable as the larger fish ?-A. No; they are not fit
to be killed, they should not be caught.' They should prohibit their catching them.

Q. Now, about these whitefish, you say they are s mal ?-A. They are small.
Some of them caught in some places show that they must be fished with very smatl
nets, nets smaler than the law allows.

Q. What would you say the size of these might be?-A. A pound and a half,
that would bo an average weight. Two, and a half pounds is little enough for a
whitefish, that is a good fair weight.
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Q. What do you say about these ciscoes and herringswith regard to their size ?-
A. They have been catching ciscoes for years past not fit to be sold, some lawful
ones, but more unlawful ones.

Q. Do you consider them marketable ?-A. No; some are not more than four
inches long; they should not be allowed to come to market; they should not be
killed; the man that catches them ought to be fined for it; there will be nothing
done dntil these unlawful nets are put a stop to; take their nets from them and%
they will be more careful.

Q. Are any of these fish thrown away on account of their smallness ?-A. I
don't know; I don't suppose they will throw them away if they can sell them.

Q. Are they brought to you sometimes ?-A. No; I have bought them and
kicked against paying for them; they were so small.

Q. Do you think it is unwise to allow these small fish to be brought into
market ?-A. Yes, and unwise to allow them to be caught at all. I think if there
was a heavy fine for catching them with these small nets it would put a stop to it,
but nothing else will; I think they ought to have a man to go around and measure
the nets.

Q. And you think a proper officer should be appointed to go around and inspect
the nets and fish ?-A. Yes.

Q. Are you prepared to say anything about Sunday fishing ?-A. I don't think
they do anything like that.

Q. Have you any knowledge of Americans fishing anywhere within our terri-
tory ? -A. No; they are fishing in the upper lakes; they own Squaw Island; they
bought the boats and nets and everything, so that the fish are their own; they take
them in free ofduty to the States.

Q. Do you say the Americans have bought out the boats and nets at Squaw
Island, on the Georgian Bay ?-A. Oh, yes, we all know that.

Q. Are you of the opinion that there should be proper close seasons to protect
the fish while they are spawning?-A. Yes; the only trouble is to find out when
they are spawning in these different places; when fish are spawning they are not
fit to be eaten; it is like killing a cow in calf; they have neither taste nor flavour.

Q. Can your customers detect the difference between spawning fish and others ?
-A. We haven't handled any of them.

Q. Then you don't keep them on hand?-A. No.
Q. And wouldn't you buy, thon ?-A. No; I don't keep them; I keep those

that are caught in season.
Q. Do you know whether there is any winter fishing carried on here of any

consequence ?-A. No, without these ciscoes, there are no fish running here;
ciscoes are the chief fish that are here until the seine fishing comes on; I think it
Sometimes lasts into June and July.

Q. Is winter fishing carried on, catching ciscoes by gill-nets ?-A. Yes.
Q. Do you know anything about bass fishing here ?-A. No; I don't think

they do anything at it here.
Q. Do you know anything about this system of spearing and shooting fish in

the marahes ?-A. I think they spear some through the ice down at Ashbridge's
Bay and those places; they are poachers; there is a man paid for looking after
them, a Mr. Ward.

Q. You have been speaking of this artificial breeding of fish, what ii your
opinion of it?-A. I think our lakes must have been benefited by it.

Q. Do you think artificial broeding is good ?-A. Certainly; I think our laker.
rust have been well supplied with these fry; I know them by their size, and I saw

them brought in just like herring.
Q. Do you think the artificial breeding of fish is a good thing so far as the work

is concerned, but they are not preserved afterwards ?-A. There should be a law to
prevent killing these fish for three years until they attain their regular growth,
their full growth.

Q. Do you think it is a desirable work to carry on ?-A. Yes, if they are pro-
tected, if not it is in vain.
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Q. With regard to the fish business in which you are engaged, what do you
consider the most valuable fish in Canadian waters which you purchase ?-A. I pay
more for whitefish and salmon-trout.

Q. What will stand next after them.?-A. Bass, if we get them. They are the
dearest.

Q. What is the next fish ?-A. Herring.
Q. Come down to what other fish, you have coarse fish, pickerel?-A. We get

an odd pickerel not worth mentioning.
Q. Which of the kinds of fish bave fallen off most to your knowledge ?-A.

Whitefish and trout bave both fallen off. When I came here fishermen would bring
in boats loaded down to the gunwale with them.

Q. Are you relating this of the fish on Lake Ontario that they used to catch ?
-A. Yes, on the island here. They don't catch any except the smail whitefish that
you breed from the hatchery.

Q. Then at the island here the large fish have fallen off altogether?-A. Yes,
they have fallen off altogether.

Q. Could you give us a description of what you have seen in former times of
the quantities caught ?-A. They brought in so many we couldn't get room in the
market for them. We used to pile them outside. Theyglutted the market. There
were piles outside on the board walk on the street, they were that plentiful here at
one time. Boats came in loaded down to the gunwale. We had so many brought
in here at one time that we had liberty to sell till Sunday morning at 10 o'clock,
the fish were that thick here.

Q. Did this apply to the whitefish particularly ?-A. Yes, and they used to
catch a good many salmon-trout with gill-nets. They were al[ sold by the piece.

Q. What were the fish sold at at that time?-A. Half a dollar a dozen, 4, 5 and
6-pound weight each.

Q. What was the value of salmon-trout at that time when they were so plenti-
fui ?-A. Fifty cents apiece.

Q. Whatwould these generally weigh ?-A. Eight, 10 and 12 pounds-some more.
Q. What is the state of things now ?-A. None of these tish are ut ail to be had

now. They have disappeared or have been killed off, or something bas happened
to them.

Q. What do you think, in your judgment of the matter, bas caused this great
falling off?-A. I can't tell.

Q. Can't you form some idea how it is this great change bas taken place? ls it
from overfishing and using too much net ?-A. I guess it is, a good deal of it. 1
know the catching of salmon-trout here is done by parties fishing with small
meshed nets.

Q. Would it be safe in saying it was eaused by overfishing also?-A. I think so.
Q. Would you add by improper fishing and fishing ut wrong times ?-A. Well,

I don't know. There was no hindrance at that time, but they fished with nets with
smali meshes at ail times.

Q. Were these whitefish caught in seines ?-A. Yes, ail at the lighthouse and
the point.

Q. Were the salmon caught in gill-nets there too ?-A. No. out in the open lake.
Q. Do you think a stop should be put to the use of seines ?-A. Yes, and drag.

nets too for three years.
Q. What do you mean by drag-nets?-A. There are some that put unlawful

bags into them when they are fishing. If you come along they put the lawful one
in. If you are not there they put the unlawful ones. I wouldn't let them put a net
in the water for three years. They catch young fish that are unfit for use or
market.

Q. Have you known any quantities thrown away in those times ?-A. Large
quantities have come in here; 1 sold them myself; there was no hindrance; they
were not fit to be sold.

Q. Were these young whitefish about the size of herring ?-A. Yes, of good-
sized herring.

Q. Did you ever furnish nets or boats yourself to the fishormen ?-A. No.
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Q. What do you think about the speckled trout, have you had any experience
with them ?-A. I have handled some.

Q. What do you mean by handled ?-A. They were sent to me.
Q. Handled them for sale ?-A. Yes.
Q. Where did you get them from ?-A. Down east, from Peterboro'.
Q. Did you ever get any from the province of Quebec ?-A. Yes.
Q. Was this in former times ?-A. I get some mostlyevery winter from Quebec

now.
Q. What are they worth here, in price?-A. Twenty cents-15 and 20 cents a

pound.
Q. Do they come here in considerable numbers ?--A. I used to get a barrel or

two at a time from Quebec in the winter time.
Q. What size will these trout be ?-A. They are a good size.
Q. Would they be the size of herring ?-A. We get both kinds, what we call

brook trout and sea trout. The sea trout run large: the brook trout are smail, like
any common brook trout.

Q. What time of the year do you generally get them ?-A. I can hardly tell you
now.

Q. Would it be the winter months ?-A. I think so, when ours are out of season,
I think the Quebec trout come in. I haven't got any for a long time.

Q. Do you get ready sale for them ?.-A. Yes, I generally sell what I get, to the'
chop houses.

Q. Now, do you wish to make any suggestions of your own, or will what has
been taken down answer all purposes ?-A. I think so. I would like to see Lake
Ontario get a chance to see if the fish would not accumulate again, and there is no
way of doing that excepting prohibiting fishing altogether for threeyears. If they
do not accumulate in that time, they iever will; I would let them go ahead. I
think the worst place is Niagara and Toronto. They should shut off seine fishing
for three years, and all unlawtul nets, and fishing with small meshes.

Q. Would you go further than that and say, they should be protected during
the spawning time ?-A. Yes, ait over. Find out from the fishermen when these
fish are spawning. I would strictiy protect all kinds of fish during the spawning
season. When fish are spawning they have neither taste nor flavour. I think the
laws should be strictly enforced; there may be plenty of law, but it is not stringent
enough.

Q. Then fishing is no doubt carried on illegally and the fish are sold?-A.
Certainly.

Q. Do you say that fish are caught and sold during the spawning season ?-A.
They have been; I am telling you what I know is true, I have done it myself.

Q. Have you any other remarks that you would like to make ?-A. No, sir, not
any more.

By Mr. Harris;
Q. When does the greatest supply of herring corne into market, what month ?

-A. I couldn't tell you. I have sent for herring now; they are not bere yet. I
expect them every day. These fishermen are commencing to fish and will catch
herring now.

Q. Can you say what month the largest supply comes ?-A. No, I haven't
been handling those fish lately.

Q. When they come in, are they mostlyfull of spawn ?-A. Sometimes, I can't
exactly tell you the time.

Q. What months are these small whitefish brought in ?-A. I think itis inJune,
the latter end of June and July; they catch them here off the island; the small imm
ture fish are Mr. Wilmot's fish, they won't stand, they won't keep; they are too
young and delicate.

Q. When you speak of 2j-pound whitefish being about the market size, do you
mean cleaned or round ?-A. Cleaned, insides out, that is a good fish.

Q. Would that be equal to 3 pounds round ?-A. Yes, 1 wouldn't complain of
2 pounds dressed.
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By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. Do you mean heads off ?-A. No.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. You spoke of some very large catches of whitefish in the past, what locality

was that in ?-A. Right at the point of the island and at the lighthouse.
Q. Could you tell us about what time that was?-A. I suppose 35 or 37 years

ago. Stroger fished there, and the Ports fished there; Ward fished there also.
Q. Do you handle any black bass ?-A. Ye8, when [ get them.
Q. What season of the year are they a good marketable fish, when they are in

season ?-A. I handle them at times when they are in scason. I get some bass
from Peterboro'. I cannot fix the month when they are in first-rate condition.

Q. Do the general public, your customers, as a rule, understand that spawning
fish are unfit for food, or do they trust wholly to you?-A. They trust a good deal
to myself. I leave fish at the Queen's Hotel first, and then at the Rossin House.

Q. Would you expect to lose their custom if you sent them spawning fish ?-
A. I wouldn't send it; they don't want it themselves. They are very exact, but not
half as exact as the club houses.

Q. Do you consider it an injury to the fish trade to have spawning fish put upon
the market?-A. Yes, I wouldn't handle them if I knew it.

Q. Do you consider that it is an injtnry to the honest trader to allow gravid
spawning fish on the market?-A. Yes, I do.

Q. Do you think the business of the fisherman and fish dealer will soon be at
an end if proper regulations are not made to preserve fish and prevent the destruc-
tion of them at improper times, and when spawning?-A. Yes.

DAWSON W. PORT sworn:

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Are you a resident of Toronto, Mr. Port ?-A. Yes.
Q. And are you a fish dealer, and were you formerly a fisherman ?-A. I was

in Collingwood and carried on fishing there, and had men and boats under me.
Q. Of how many years standing ?-A. Thirty years, operating in Lakes Huron,

Erie, Michigan, Superior and the Georgian Bay, and British Columbia.
Q. Did* you operate in Lake Ontario also?-A. Well, yes, I handled some there.

We don't get many from Lake Ontario now.
Q. What is your nationality ?-A. I am Irish.
Q. What kind of fishery have you carried on ?-A. Salmon-trout, whitefish,

herrings, ciscoes, bass, pickerel, pike and other coarse fish.
Q. Do you also get fish from Lake Winnipeg ?-A. Yes, and also deal in salt

water fish, such as salmon, codfish, haddock, herring, mackerel, smelts and so forth.
Q. Are the smelts coming in.at this time ?-A. They are now sending a few by

express, caught principally in the rivers in the lower provinces.
Q. Do you deal in sturgeon at all?-A. A little. There is not much demand

for them here in this city.
Q. Do you know anything about the description of nets that are generally used

in fishing?-A. The fish are caught principally with gill-nets, pound-nets and
trap-nets.

Q. Before we go any further, can you describe the difference between the
pound-net and the trap-net. or do you know the difference ?-A. The way I under-
stand it is that the trap-nets are anchored and not staked down, and they are a
smaller kind than the pound-net, yet they are the same description of net, only a
s4maller contrivance. There are pound-nets, trap-nets, seines and hoop-nets and fike-
nets we get to fish with. The hoop-nets and fike-nets and night lines are used on
the north shore.
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Q. What do you call night linei. What do you mean by the books ?-A. They
fish through the ice sometimes with books and night lines.

Q. Have you any knowledge with regard to the meshes that are used in these
nets-take, for instance, the gill.nets?-A. For trout and whitefish they are using as
small as 4j-inch mesh, and for herring and ciscoes, 24-inch, all extension measure.

Q. How. are these pike and coarse fish caught ?-A. With seines, gill-nets, hoop-
nets and so forth.

Q. Do you know what the mesh is in the seines that they use for this purpose ?
-A. No, I couldn't say. The ordinary seine mesh, I suppose.

Q. Is this 44-mesh the right mesh for catching for the market, the proper stand-
ard of fish ?-A. No, I think it is too small, as it catches the half-grown fish that
have not yet come to maturity.

Q. Have you concluded from your long experience and observations of these
matters, what mnesh would be a fair sized one to take fish for the market ?-A. I
would recommend at least 4Î or 5-inch. I would say 4Î, that gives a little for the
shrinkage in the nesh. I mean from knot to knot.

Q. What about the herring and ciscoe mesh; what do you think about it ?-A.
For berring and ciscoes I would recommend 3-inch mesh,,which will take a fish of
the size of half-pound weight, either herring or ciscoe; they can't run through it.

Q. Speaking about gill-nets now, will a 3-inch mesh gill-net catch an ordinary
medium sized whitefish ?-A. No; only a very small one.

Q. How small would that be ?-A. A pound and a half, I should judge, and will
take salmon-trout from one pound upwards; they generally run in and are caught
with their teeth in them.

Q. Now, with regard to the times in which you think fish are really in the best
condition, when do you think salmon-trout are really in their primest condition ?-
A. When we can get a quantity of themin the fall they are in about the best condi-
tion, sometime before spawning.

Q. Are they best always before spawning ?-A. Yes; the run of trout we get
in the fall are in prime condition, previous to the 15th of October.

Q. How will that apply to whitefish?-A. Whitefish are in good condition up
to the Ist of'November, which is before their spawning; say from the 10th to 30th of
November. They are in good condition all summer.

Q. When do you think the bass are in best condition ?-A. Through the winter
they are the best, as are also pike and maskinongé; the bass, and pike and maski-
nongé are in good condition also in September and October.

Q. How are they in the spring of the year when they are spawning ?-A. We
don't consider them good in spawning time. I don't think any fish are good at
spawning time.

Q What about the ciscoe and herring, what do you think is the time they are
best ?-A. I think they are good all through the season except spawni'ng time.

Q. Where are your markets principally for fish ?-A. Principally in Canada,
bere in Ontario. From London down to Kingston. We used to send a great many
to Montreal. Now they generally go from Lake Superior on the C. P. R., as the
express charges are the same to Montreal as to Toronto. W. cannot get them he
and re-ship them to advantage.

Q. Do yon ship any to the United States of any consequence ?-A. Only afew,
princip.lly salmon now.

Q. Would those be British Columbia salmon ?-A. Yes.
Q. What might be the average value of fish, salmon-trout and whitefisb, are

they about the same ?-A. Yes. From 6 to 7j cents per pound.
Q. How do you sell the British Columbia salmon ?-A. British Columbia salmon

vary in price a good deal. from 13 to 20 cents a pound, herring sell from $2 to $2.50
per hundred fish; ciscoes from $1 to 83, according to size.

Q. What is the material difference between the herring and the ciscoe as a fish
for.consumption here ?-A. The herring are principally used fresh, they are not so
fat a fish as the ciscoe, but when fresh are more valuable than the ciscoes.

Q. Are the ciscoes more valuable when smoked ?-A. Theciscoes being very
rich or fat are more valuable if cured or smoked, and they are greatly in demand.
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They send from Ottawa and Montreal up here for them. The herring, when smoked,
are dryer and are not liked as well as the ciscoes.

Q. What are bass worth with you here ?-A. From 7 to 9 cents per pound, and
pickerel from 6 to 7 cents. Pike would be from 4 to 5 cents. Blue pickerel, we get
them from Lake Erie and sell them from 2 to 4 cents, according to the supply of
them. They are quite inferior to the yellow pickerel. The other coarse fish are
worth from about 2 to 3 cents.

Q. Do you know anything with regard to the regular spawning time of fish.
Take salmon-trout, when do you think they are in the heat of spawning, that is
when the eggs flow most freely from their bodies, as that is the time when their eggs
are ripest ?-A. Well, from the 25th of October to the 5th of November, I would
say. Some are later and some are earlier, according to the locality. Whitefish
spawn from the 15th of November, and in some places earlier, up to the 10th or
15th of December.

Q. When do you think the herring or ciscoes spawn ?-A. It is pretty hard to
state that. I should say from the 15th of October to the end of November.

Q. Could yon not state it any closer than that?-A. No.
Q. Now, what is your time for bass spawning ?-A. They spawn in May and

June; I could not give you the exact time though. Pickerel spawn a little earlier,
in April and May. Pike and maskinongé are spawning about same time as pickerol.

Q. As you have had a good deal of experience, can you state the time in which
fishermen experience the most loss with their nets and the greatest injury in their
fishing gear ?-A. There is greater risk during the equinoctial storms in September;
as a rule after the 1st of December it is risky fishing; there is very little money
made; the losses are equal to anything they catch.

Q. How is November with regard to stormy weather?-A. It is generally a
stormy month.

Q. We would like to learn from you, if possible, about these immature fish that
are so largely taken; are you aware of the smali, immature fish coming into the
market ?- A. Yes; there is a large quantity of small half-grown fish caught and
shipped to the market, salmon-trout and whitefish principally.

Q. What do you mean by half-grown fish ; what size might they be; take a
half-grown salmon-trout, what would be its weight ?-A. They would be from two
pounds to two and a half; from one to three pounds is a small trout.

Q. What about a half-grown whitefish ?-A. Well, pretty near the same, one to
two pounds.

Q. Would you consider these to be immature fish ?-A. Yes, and they are soft
and easily bruised; they are easily injured in keeping or handling.

Q. Are they to a certain extent unmarketable ?-A. They are not as saleable as
full-grown fish and are brought into the markets largely, principally from the
Georgian Bay and Lake Erie for the whitefish, and the head of Lake Superior for
the salmon. A great many of the salmon-trout and whitefish are from Port Arthur.
They come dressed and packed in ice with the larger fish.

Q. In what state are they when thev arrive here, as a rule ?-A. Often crushed
by reason of the weight of the ice, from their softness.

Q. With regard to the prices of these small fish, what proportion in value do
they bear to the full-grown fish ?-A. Sometimes if they are not in good order they
are not saleable at all; they are not as acceptable on the market as the others;, if
saleable, we sell them from one to two cents less per pound.

Q. How is it with regard to your ciscoes and herrings; yon say a great many
are brought in ?-A. The small herring are not saleable; if sold at ail, it is at
greatly reduced prices; very smalt ciscoes are not in demand; they are not sale-
able; they will not bring a good price.

Q. What is your impression with regard to these small fish-should they be
caught or marketed ?-A. No. They should not be caught or allowed to be sold, as
it causes great waste of the fish, the small fish not having come to maturity and not
having spawned, causes great diminution to the fisheries.

Q. Would you. recommend, to prevent this, the use of any special nets or any-
thing else; how could this be overcome?-A. I have given my recommendation
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here (produces document). It should be overcome by the use of larger sized mesh
in the nets, and prohibiting thcir sale; I think that will have to be done.

Q. Are you aware that quantities of these are caught sometimes by the fisher-
men and thrown away, because they cannot sell them ?-A. Well, I am aware of
herring being thrown away, I could not say about trout or whitefish. They try to
ship all sizes when they get them. Most of the small salmon-trout and whitefish are
mixed in with the big fish and sent to market.

Q. What is your opinion of this-is this a crying evil with regard to the fish
industry and fish trade generally ?-A. I think it bas largely destroyed our lake
fish.

Q. And do you go further than that, and say that there ought to be stringent
measures introduced to prevent it?-A. Yes.

Q. Do you mean on behalf of the fish industry and fisherman and fish dealer
combined ?-A. Yes, and the community at large, because if the supply is cut off it
will affect them too.

Q. Do I infer from what you have said, Mr. Port, that this killing of small fish
and killing fish at the spawning season are the two great evils we have to contend
with ?-A. Yes, I think so. I don't go for a long close season.

Q. Killing at the spawning time, I mean ?-A. Yes, it is.
Q. Could you give an opinion with regard to this Sunday close time business ?-

A. For gill-nets, it is impracticable ; with seines or drift-nets, [ think it should be
eiforced.

Q. How does that apply to pound-nets ?-A. They couldn't apply it to pound-
nets.

Q. Have you any knowledge about this reported statement which goes the
rounds pretty largely, that the Americans come and poach in our waters with their
tugs and nets ?-A. I know the bulk of our fish are taken to the United States by
Americans, or men supplied with American capital, and thus taken in without pay-
ing the duty.

Q. That is thice-quarters of a cent a pound, isn't it?-A. Yes.
Q. What I wanted to know much more particularly is this: are you aware of

any American fisbermen that come across and fish in our waters ?-A. Yes, they
do, the Americans fish in Canadian waters all along the lakes.

Q. This you consider is an interference with the Canadian subject and the
Canadian fisherman ?-A. Yes, as the Canadian fishermen are charged a license for
fishing, and have to pay duty on their fish going to the American market.

Q. As to the general subject of protection, are you of the impression thatclose
seasons are beneficial for the preservation of the fisheries ?-A. Close seasons are
good if properly selected and enforced.

Q. Do you know anything about winter fishing here; is it of any conse-
quence ?-A. There is very littie winter fishing, I might say, in the lower lakes.
There is a good deal done at Port Arthur and Lake Superior; they fish there all
winter through the ice.

Q. What do they get there ?-A. Get a large quantity of the small sized white-
fish, a few trout, but not many.

Q. Do you think this is injurious to the trade?-A. Catching the small fish.
Q. Is there any bass fishing of any consequence carried on here?-A. In the

inland lakes, back of Peterborô', there is. They are brought to the market here.
They are caught more especially in the neighbourhood of Peterboro'.

Q. What time are they brought bore, principally ?-A. Principally in the
winter, and are good black bass of fair size; but none of any consequence are caught
here.

Q. Are you aware of anything like spearing or shooting being practised here in
the marshes in the spring of the year ?-A. Well, I don't think it amounts to much
here.

Q. What are your views thon about the artificial culture of sh ?-A. I think
it is a good thing; it is required, for there are so many fish caught that they
should be propagated artificially.
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Q. Is artificial culture good and should it be extended ?-A. Yes ; more par-
ticularly where there are large fisheries and a great many fish taken out; especi-
ally in the large fishery stations.

Q. What sort of fish do you consider best for the market or for general pur-
poses ?-A. Salmon-trout and whitefish stand No. 1. Herring are greatly used. I
would put herring next, then ciscoes, yellow pickerel, and black bass are certainly
good, but they are not so plentiful; thon blue pickerel, pike and maskinongé; then
the coarser fish.

Q. What do you say about the bullpouts ?-A. There is a great demand for
catfish in the American market; they are not used so much in Canada.

Q. Which of the kinds of fish that you have been dealing in for a long period
of years have fallen off most in Canadian waters; which shows the greatest decrease
comparatively from what they were formerly?-A. Whitefish, by ail odds; and
salmon-trout are not go plentiful as formerly, but they do not show so much of a
decrease.

Q. And with regard to the general preservation, which would you recommend
should receive the greatest attention ?-A. I think whitefish principally. I think
salmon-trout can take care of themselves botter. Whitefish should receive the
greatest amount of attention by the general public for preservation.

Q. Can you give us any description of the possible falling off in your memory
with regard to.the whitefish in Lake Ontario; what quantities have you known to
have been caught in Lake Ontario in years back ?-A. Lake Ontario principally
supplied the Toronto market in years past, and also the Canadian market east with
whitefish and trout.

Q. To what extent were they caught, can you give usa rough estimate?-A.
They were caught in large quantities with seines along the shores of Lake Ontario
about Weller's beach, and on the Toronto Island they were largely taken at the
eastern and western ends of the lake. but now thore are only a very few brought to
this market from Lake Ontario..

Q. Are you depending wholly on the western lakes now ?-A. Yes.
Q. What is your idea with regard to the principal cause of thisfalling off ?-A.

I think the principal cause is catching small or immature fish and overfishing in
some localities, and taken too numerously when spawning. They caught them in
spawning time principally. Perhaps caused by navigation to a certain extent,
navigation increasing on the lakes. I think that has had something to do with it.
I know that fish run a great ways from steamers.

Q. Do you do any thing in the speckled trout line at all ?-A. I handle a very few.
Q. Where do you get them from principally ?-A. From Lake Superior, about

the only ones. They are the same class as the Nepigon fish. They come here
through the summer months and the fall, but only in small quantities. They are
more of a sporting fish. These speckled trout are worth here from 15 to 20 cents
a pound.

Q. Have you any knowledge of the loss of many fish by nets being carried away,
and fish being left out too long in the nets and becoming half decayed ?-A. There
are large quantities of fish destroyed by them dying in the nets when left out for
three nights, I would say. This is caused by men trying to handle too many nets,
and by stormy weather.

Q. When fish die in that way what becomes of tbem ?-A. If not altogether
spoiled they are generally salted. They are cured with sait as they are unfit to sell,
as we get them for fresh fish, aud they are sometimes frozen and sent to the market,
but they are worthless. Sometimes they are sold at reduced rates, but lately the
people won't touch them. They are not saleable.

Q. Have you any suggestions to make that you would like to have recorded ?-
A. From the full knowledge of the fishing business, being connected with it for
thirty years, and knowing most of those engaged in it on our great lakes, I would
recommend as follows: First, that laiger sized mesh for- catching trout and white-
fish, herring and ciscoes be enforced as soon as practicable. say by the 1st of Novem-
mber, 1893; that after that date the minimum size of mesh allowed for catching sal-
mon-trout and whitefish be 4î inches, extension measure, and for herring and
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ciscoes 3-inch extension measure. This to apply to gill-nets of aIl kinds, and to the
pots and pounds of trap-nets and to the bag or the centre of seines or hauling
nets. Third, to bring this about without unnecessary hardship or loss to those en-
gaged in the business, and having smaller nets on hand, I would recommend that
all nets for trout or whitefish under 41-inch mesh, and for herring and ciscoes under
2i-inch mesh be at once deciared illegal and their use prohibited, and that all
parties having such illegal nets in their possession be notified to surrender them to
the proper officers before the 1st of May next, and that such nets be valued by
experts, and the Government compensate the owners thereof. Fourth, that after the
lst of November, 1893, all nets for catching trout or whitefish be at least 4î-inch
mesh, and for herring and ciscoes, 3-inch mesh, and all else be prohibited ar.d con-
sidered illegal. Fifth, after the lst January, 1894, no salmon-trout or whitefish
weighing less than two pounds, or herring or ciscoes weighing under half a poutid
before dressing, be offered for sale, and all under that ought to be liable to seizure.

By Mr. Harris :

Q. Are black bass a fish your customers will take w heu in good condition ?-A.
Yes, and I regard it as a good fish that ought to be preserved for the public by having
proper regulations.

Q. About ciscoes, ought they to be put under regulations to preserve them ?-
A. Yes; they are avery saleable fish and largely in demand, and much inquired after
by the public.

Q. Do you handie many speckled trout ?-A. No; it is a fish that is nearly gone
as far as the publie is concerned, for it is not generally sent to the market for sale,
but some smali quantities may come to market.

HORATIO JOHN BRAY sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Where do you reside ?-A. In Toronto; I am a fish dealer. I really can't
say I am a fishermen, but I am interested in the fishing business; I supply nets and
am interested in fishing generally, and have been engaged in this business about 20
years in Toronto. I am an Englishman y birth.

Q. What description of fish have you been engaged in ?-A. I handle fish of all
descriptions, whitefish, salmon-trout, herrings, ciscoes, pickerel, bass and all kinds
of fresh and salt water fish. I am a general merchant as far as the fishing trade is
concerned; the principal portion ot my business during the season of open water is
the whitefisli and trout and ciscoes.

Q. What particular waters do you get your fish from, as a rule ?-A. The white-
fish and trout I handlie, I get froni Port Arthur mostly, and fromMidland, but not so
largely. The principal portion of my fish come from Port Arthur, that is whitefish
and trout. Herrings, I get from all points on Lake Erie, from Leamington through
to Port Colborne. There are very few herrings caught in Lake Ontario for this
market. Ciscoes are exclusively confined to Lake Ontario.

Q. Where do you get your bass principally from, or do you deal in bass ?-A. I
get quite a number of bass during the winter season-in fact we get very little'dur-
ing the summer-I get bass fron Lake Scugog and those smaller lakes back of Port
Perry, Lindsay and Peterboro' and the back lakes ; there are so many little places
it would take a sheet for me to tell them all.

Q. Do you know. anything about the nets in which fish are caught, the
gill-nets ?-A. Oh, yes, there are different sorts of nets. As far as the nets are con-
cerned, I believe they are fishing with smaller meshed nets thain they did in former
years. They now use 4j, I believe.
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Q. iave you an idea with regard to what would be the proper measurement?
-- A. I have a very decided opinion about that. Personally, I wouldn't like to see a
mesh anything less than 5 inches used, extension measure.

Q. Is that for salmon-trout and whitefish ?-A. Yes. I will explain my reason:
The fish we are getting now-I am alluding to the trade generally-are fish that are
not saleable; they are too small for use; they are too small to be merchantable-
that is, with the exception of a few odd ones. We have to apply to Manitoba for
our whitefish, which are really marketable fish.

Q. Are you acquainted with the pound-net at all ? What is your idea with re-
gard to the difference in the quality of fish caught in a pound-net or a gill-net-any
kind of fish ?-A. There is some distinction. My idea as to pound-nets for salmon-
trout and whitefish is that the bag should be the sane; the pound-net pots should
have 5-inch meshes also; the mesh should be large enough to give the smaller fish
a chance to get away and give us the older fish for market.

Q. What do you say about the gill-nets for ciscoes and herring?--A. As far as my
opinion is concerned you will have to take the herring by itself. The tendency bas
been for the last 3 or 4 years to decrease the size of the mesh for herrings which is
a great mistake. My reason for saying so is that when the herrings are below a
certain size they are unsaleable.

Q. What might you call that size of the herring ?-A. I can hardly tell you. I
can explain it to you in this way: A barrel of herring-a sugar barrel-running
350 fish would weigh about 250 pounds; that would be saleable fish. I receive
many barrels with 600 or 700 herrings, and they won't pay the freight or express
charges when they come to my place; they are perfectly unsaleable, I can't do any-
thing with them. Take a barrel of 350 and sell them for 82 or $2.50 a hundred, and
the 600 or 700 herring to the barrel you can't sell at all. You may possibly get 50
cents a hundred and you may not. You may sell a few, but we have to dump the rest.

Q. Now, what about the ciscoes ?-A. My suggestion would be that nothing
less than a 3-inch meshed gill-net should be used for catching herrings.

Q. Will you take up the ciscoe question, and will you make a similar statement
with regard to the ciscoe ?-A. I was the first man on Lake Ontario to handie cis-
coes smoked. That will be 16 or 17 years ago. At that time the mesh was 2¾ exten-
sion measure. In later years they have got the mesh down as low as 2¾.

Q. When they had the 2# mesh were the ciscoes caught then good and saleable ?
-A. Of good size, but now the mesh is reduced and my men don't fish anything but
2f. The fish are getting so small it is hard work to sell them. If they were any-
thing else but ciscoes they wouldn't sell at all.

Q. What would you recommend for the ciscoe mesh ?-A. As to ciscoes, it is
impossible for a large fish to get in a small mesh. If the mesh would be nothing
less than 2j inches, the fish would be better, more saleable and more profitable for
the fishermen.

Q. Wouldn't it be the means of keeping up a better standard of the fish ?-A.
Yes, it would virtually preserve the small fish until they get sufficiently large to be
caught, suitable for market.

Q. With regard to salmon-treut and whitefish, whon do you consider them in
the best condition for general consumption-what month ?-A. MIy experience is
they are not good when they are getting soft and are preparing for spawning. Fish
do not all spawn together, it takes one or two weeks.

Q. Well, what about the ciscoes, when are they in best condition, do you
think ?-A. Ciscoes appear to be in condition all the year around. They are always
full of spawn when they bring them in fresh.

Q. Would a ciscoe be in as good condition in its spawning time as before or
after?-A. Yes, I have handled many and many tons of fresh ciscoes, and at all
seasons of the year, and they always seemed to be spawning, they are always full. I
would wish you to understand there are no ciscoes fished for from about the 1st of
June until about the lat of October; the dealers, by mutual consent, close the fisher-
men down, they won't handle them. They are a delicate fish to handle, and they
spoil too quickly during the hot weather. They are not caught duringthatseason-
not fished for.
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Q. They evidently do not spawn thon, do they ?-A. We can't tell what they
are doing; we don't catch them. You will find all through the season, one portion
of them, the female portion, always seem to be full of roe.

Q. What do you say about herring, when are they in the best condition ?-A.
In the spring of the year.

Q. That would include what months ?-A. That would include from the com-
mencement of the fishing season until about the 1st of June, and in the fall as SOon
as the weather gets cold again. It depends altogether on when the water gets cold.

Q. Do you know anything about black bass, when are they in the best con-
dition ?-A. They are in the best condition in the spring of the year, if you can catch
then.

Q. What do you mean by the spring of the year, April and May ?-A. Yes, just
as soon as the ice leaves, and they catch them by hook and line.

Q. Do you know anything about their quality in September, October and
November ?-A. We don't get any black bass then. I presume that I handle more
black bass than all the dealers in Toronto put together.

Q. Where are your markets principally?-A. They are confined now to thecity
of Toronto and smaller places outside. I used to have a large market on the
American side previous to the McKinley tariff, but now, on account of the discrimi-
nation in favour of the American dealer, we can do nothing.

Q. Take the salmon-trout and whitefish, what does the selling price average ?-
A The selling price in Toronto is 6 to 7 cents a pound, that is for whitefish and
salmon-trout; I am alluding to wholesale prices strictly.

Q. Well, what are herring worth ?-A. Herring are worth from 2 to 2j cents
each; that is for saleable herring. Unfortunately there are more poor herring
come into the market than really good herring.

Q. Is what you mean by poor, undersized ?-A. Yes, unsaleable fish.
Q. Bass, what are they worth ?-A. Wholesale, they are worth from 7 to 7½

cents, and 10 cents is the retail price.
Q. What is the retait price of salmon-troutand whitefish ?-A. Eighteents,express

charges are 2 cents a pound, bringing fish to Toronto; and the contract price for
ciscoes is $1 per hundred smoked. The fishermen seil me their catch for the
season. It is a recognized price between us ail. They are sold by dealers to the
trade for $1.25.

Q. With regard to the spawning and breeding: when do you think the salmon-
trout are actually engaged in laying theireggs-when are theyripestforspawning?
-A. The close season as it is at present seems to be the nearest approach to perfec-
tion that you can get.

Q. Do you think that salmon-trout spawn through November ?-A. Yes. I
would be an advocate of extending it for two weeks longer at the end of the season,
two weeks in December. I got fish this morning from Midland. The whitefish
hadn't s pawned at ail; just ready; they were jammed full.

Q. What about whitefish ?-A. The whitefish and salmon-trout spawn about the
same time. I got some trout; they were thin; if they swam for two or three
weeks more they would be fat again.

Q. When do you think the herrings spawn ?-A. Like the ciscoes, nearly all
the time.

Q. Is there any special tine when they are riper than others ?-A. No, I don't
think there should be a close season for them; they spawn like ciscoes, apparently,
at ail seasons of the year, neither should have a close season, according to my
opinion. I would alter the size of the mesh in order that the smaller ones would be
allowed toget out. I have seen at Port Stanley tons and tons of littie bits of her-
rings they had dumped out on the ground. A larger sized mesh would be the best
preservation for these fish, say 3 inches at least.

Q. What is your idea about the spawning of yellow pickerel or doré ?-A. About
April or May.

Q. What about pike and maskinongé, do you get any maskinongé ?-A. Very
few maskinongé; pike, I get many tons of them. Pike spawn very early in the
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spring. Pike, in my judgment, should not be preserved at all; they eat everything
t.hey can get hold of.

Q. Do you know anything about catfish ?-A. Yes, but I couldn't tell you when
they spawn.

Q. You said you had men actually engaged in fishing with nets? Now, when
do you think the greatest losses occur to the fishermen, that is, with nets ?-A. The
fall'if the year, as we get the equinoctial gales in September, October and Novem-
ber. After that the weather gets more settled.

Q. Do you know of any quantities of immature fish being caught?-A. Yes,
and destroyed. I am alluding to herrings; they are caught in pound-nets and
small sized gill-nots and dumped. Some are used for manure and tbe rest thrown
away; but this does not apply to whitefish.

Q. Where is this destruction donc principally ?-A. Principally where the
pound-nets are worked; where the fish are cauglt. This is done sometimes by the
receiver; they are unsaleable in consequence of their size being too small. This
does not apply to the ciscoes. Ciscoes are never lost; they are always used. The
trouble with respect to ciscoes is, they are getting too sinall to be saleable.

Q. Are ciscoesgenerally sold fresh, or how ?-A. All smoked, I might say. Soine-
times they bring in fresh ones. That is how I know about the fresh ciscoes. The
ciscoe is intended and actually is used as a smoked fish.

Q. Are herrings sold fresh ?-A. Yes; the smoked herriug are not as saleable
as ciscoes.

Q. You spoke about the ciscoe being large in former years ?-A. Yes; what we
call large ciscoes, running from a pound to a pound and a half, but we don't get them
at all now.

Q. Now, with regard to these fish that you say are dumped or thrown away,
what would you call large quantities ?-A. Two or three tons to a lift. This is
principally in Lake Erie. We have no pound-nets on Lake Ontario for herring fishing.

Q. Does the remedy for the preservation of these small fish, salmon-trout, white-
fish, herrings and ciscoes, being taken lie in the size of the mesh ?-A. Yes, in the size
of the mesh.

Q. Do your fishermen keep Sunday close season; are the nets taken up from Satur-
day night to Monday morning ?-A. It is understood that they always do that, but it
is impracticable with pound-nets, of course.

Q. How does it apply to gill-nets that are set out for salmon-trout in deep
waters ?-A. If they can they take the net up, and if they can't they leave it there.
it is almost impossible for them to do it always. I believe the fishermen comply
with the law as near as it is possible for them to do so.

Q. Do you know anything about the Americans fishing in our waters or poach-
ing?-A. Yes, they are fishing in our waters by their capital. It is a pretty hard
thing to explain; I should say, by subsidizing the Canadian fishermen, nominally
taking possession of boats and nets, and virtually not doing anything of the kind
themselves. This is doue with a view to avoiding the duty, and also preventing
Canadian dealers from being able to continue their business.

Q. Do you consider this a crying evil so far as the Canadian fishermen are con-
cerned ?-A. It is an injustice to Canadian dealers, and it is of no benefit to Cana-
dian fishermen. I might also say that the Canadian fishermen received as much
money for their fish ten years ago, when it was exclusively in Canadian hands, as
they do to-day when it is monopolized by American fish dealers.

Q. #Do you mean they dictate the market prices?-A. Yes; they dictate the
market prices altogether to Canadian fishermen.

Q. What is your opinion with regard to the close seasons; do you think they
are properly selected and are judicious ?-A. Yes; with the exception, as I stated
before, that I think two weeks longer in the winter season would be better for
whitefish and salmon-trout.

Q. Is winter fishing principally the ciscoe business here ?-A. On Lake Ontario,
yes.

Q. l winter fishing carried on anywhere else excepting Lake Ontario?-A.
Yes; it is carried on very largely in the back lakes, principally for bass and some
pickerel; in Lake Superior, whitefish and trout.
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Q. The whitefish and trout caught in the winter, how do they compare with
the summer fish ?-A. Exactly the same.

Q, Are they not smaller ?-A. No; just caught in gill-nets; they are, if any-
thing, better in the winter than in the summer; of course the weather is colder.

Q. Is the bass fishery principally confined in the winter to the back lakes?-
A. Yes; the smaller lakes in the back portion of the province.

Q. Do yon know if spearing or shooting of fish is practised at ail ?-A. I don't
think at ail in this district.

. Q. What is your view with regard to the artificial breeding of fish ?-A. I arm
quite an advocate of it as being very beneficiai to the maintenance of the fisberies.

Q. Which of the fresh water fish that you deal in do you consider the most
valuable for general purposes ?-A. Whitefish, though black bass is really the most
valuable.

Q. Taking them both as to value and as to quantity ?-A. Whitefish is the,
most valuable all-around fish, the next is salmon-trout, then herrings and pike, and
pickerel are really the best for future protection or improvement.

Q. How do ciscoes come in ?-A. They are valuable in a way, but they are not
a marketable fish if they are caught in large quantities.

Q. How do the bass come in ?-A. They are more valuable than whitefish;
they don't enter into the composition of a man's business.

Q. Which of the kinds of fish which you have been dealing in have fallen off
most from the foimer catches ?-A. Whitefish and salmon-trout have fallen off con-
siderably, not in respect so much to quantity but in respect to quality and size; we
used to get really good large fish.

Q. How is it in Lake Ontario ?-A. Lake Ontario fishing has been better the
last three years; Lake Ontario whitefish are only half grown.

Q. Take them ail around, have whitefish, in your memory, fallen off in the
waters of Lake Ontario in numbers ?-A. In Lake Ontario, yes.

Q. Have salmon-trout fallen off?-A. Yes; I am alluding now to Lake Ontario.
Q. Have the western lakes shown a falling off also?-A. Not in respect to

quantity, only in respect to quality and size.
Q. What do you say is the cause of this falling off in Lake Ontario ?--A. As

far as I can judge it is to indiscriminate use of seines; yes, the indiscriminate use of
seines or drag-nets. I am referring now to 14 or 15 years ago.

Q. Do you attach anything to improper fishing at the close seasons ?-A. No,
not in reference to whitefish or trout; they do not fish but very little for whitefish
and trout. I remember some years ago they put a lot of whitefish in over at
Niagara from the hatcheries, and some seasons after the men about Niagara dragged
in whitefish with drag-nets. I was handling ail the fish that was shipped over here,
and we started to soit at 38 a hundred, but they shipped so many we couldn't get
that long. They caught as many as from 40 to 50 barrels a day with seines. These
whitefish were in size about ¾of a pound, from that perhaps to a pound. They glutted
the market to such an extent that they were almost valueless. It might have been
two seasons or more after the fry were put in.

Q. What has been the consequence since ?-A. They haven't had any since to
speak of.

Q. Do you know anything about the loss of fish in nets that are set and kept
out too long, and the fish die ?-A. It would depend altogether on the men that
would catch them. Fish that are dead in nets they split and are generally salted
and cured ; the reason for salting them is because they are not fit to eat fresh. They
are unsaleable fresh, they wouldn't carry. A dead fish may be ail right when it is
split where it is caught; it would not carryto the market. They are unsaleable as
freh fish, because they are soft.

Q. Have you any suggestions to make or is there anything you would like to
state yourself we would be very glad to receive it ?-A. I would like to make one
suggestion in reference to the method in which the American Fish Companies are
doing business in Canada. My suggestion is this: It would only be in common jus-
tice to the dealers in Canada that an export duty should be charged on ail fish
caught by Americans, and by American nets fishing in our waters, and thatthe duty
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be equal to the McKinley tariff. and as an offset to the duty charged to Canadian
exporters of fish.

Q. Have you any other suggestion you would like to make ?-A. Nothing else
I know of particularly.

By Mr. Barris.-
Q. Do you deal wholesale ?-A. Both wholesale and retail.
Q. What should be the smallest weight of a yellow pickerel for marketable

purposes ?-A. Two pounds should be the smallest.
Q. Would a 3-inch mesh do to catch ciscoes ?-A. Two and a half should be for

eiscoes.
Q. Well, then, if they fished with 2*-inch mesh for ciscoes, would they not catch

undersized herrings ?-A. No, because the ciscoes and the herring do not swim
together; the ciscoe nets would be set in deeper water, further out. They never do;
they fish for blue back-that is the herring-in near the shore, and they fish for
ciscoes outside of a certain limit.

Q. Do you think the ciscoe is worth preserving and protecting? Do you
regard it as a valuable marketable fish ?-A. Yes. Just as much worth preserving
.as any other-fish. They should not be destroyed by small meshed nets.

Q. How is it you don't deal in black bass in the fall ?-A. We can't get it. My
.opinion is that the fish get into places where they lie dormant. They are noteaught
in the fall.

Q. Are lhey caught during the summer months, during July and August, and
are the fish good for anything at that time ?-A. No. They eat them.

Q. Do you regard them as a proper fish to handle in June ?-A. No, we are
not allowed to handle them then.

Q. Yes, you are after the 15th ?-A. We do not get any after the close season.
I don't get 25 pounds of bass a day here then, but during the winter I will handle
as much as half a ton a day.

Q. How are they caught in the winter ? Is it by spearing or nets ?-A. Through
the ice by hook and line. I know a speared fish when I see it.

Q. You begin to get them as soon as the ice gets firm ?-A. As soon as the ice
gets hard enough. They are not caught by gill-nets under the ice.

Q. What do you think is the right close season for salmon-trout ?-A. The close
season dates, I think, are about right 'now, from the last day of October until the ist
day of December, with the exception, I would extend it for two weeks longer at the
end of November. I don't think all the fish get spawned out and fit for use after-
wards, by the 1st of December.

Q. Should it be the same with the whitefish ?-A. Oh, yes, the close seasen
might run to about the 10th of Deceinber, as it would tend to the preservation of
the fish.

Q. Still you regard the most important thing of all is regulating the size of the
mesh ?-A. Yes, that is the most important. It depends on that a great deal more
than anything else.

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. When you say that ciscoes should be protected, do you mean by that there

should be a close season for them?-A. No, but I mean that ciscoes should be pre-
served by proper meshed nets, and that a right sized mesh should be used to
prevent the over destruction of the ciscoes.

By Mr. Harris :

Q. About speckled trout, do you handle many ?-A. Some. We get them all
from Quebec, from dealers. We get some from Ontario occasionally, very few.

Q. As a fish for the public it is about extinct ?-A. Yes.
Q. If capitalists were to preserve trout, raise trout, do you think it would be a

profitable thing ?-A. Yes, if they could preserve the ponds that the fish are in.
Q. Do you think there would be less difficulty raising the fish than in preserv-

.ing them afterwards ?-A&. Decidedly.
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Q. Do you mean on account of the weakness of the law ?-A. No, it would be
more owing to the fact that parties knowing there were speckled trout there, they
would go and get them.

Q. And is the law not sufficiently strong to keep the public off?-A. I don't
know what the law is, in other words, I don't think the capitalists could invest their
money in raising trout; because the boys and others would steal them.

No. 14.-HAMILTON.

The Dominion Fishery Commissioners met this 13th day of December, at the
Royal Hotel, Hamilton. Mr. Samuel Wilmot and Mr. Edward Harris, Commis-
sioners, present.

Mr. WILMoT, as Chairman, explained to those present the nature and import-
ance of the work to be done.

DANIEL McGWYN sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Where is your residence ?-A. Burlington Beach.
Q. Your occupation ?--A. Fisherman and gardener.
Q. How long have you been engaged in fishing ?-A. Fishing since 1857.
Q. What is your ntionality?-A. Irishman.
Q. What kind of fishery have you been engaged in ?-A. We have different

kinds of fishing done on our lake, whitefish, salmon-trout, ciscoes and herring.
Q. Have you been engaged in whitefish fishing, salmon-trout, ciscoes and her-

ring in Lake Ontario ?-A. Yes, and in Lake Erie I fished a littie also, and a few
sturgeon and other coarse fisl and pickerel.

Q. What particular waters have you fished in ?-A. Burlington Bay and Laký
Ontario.

Q. What kind of nets have you used ?-A. I have used draw-nets and seines
for herring and whitefish, and also gill-nets for both purposes. I do not use pound-
nets, or fike or hoop-nets.

Q. Could you give me the size ot the mesh you have used in your herring, trout
and whitefish nets ?-A. Whitefish, 5-inch mesh; trout, 7-inch; for seines, 4-inch, ail
extension measure.

Q. In your kind of fishing, what size fish will pass through the 5-inch gill-net ?
-- A. Two-pound fish and under, and one pound and under will pass through the
4-inch mesh.

Q. In your gill-nets what size twine do you use ?-A. In seinos we use from 12
to 16; the seine is cotton and our gill-nets is linen. Our nets are imported from
Scotland.

Q. In your fishing when do you consider the fish in their best condition, that
is, for table use?-A. Well, it depends on the tish; salmon-trout are good at ail
times, except spawning. In summer months we consider them the best of any. It
depends a good deal on the water; if we get cold water they are good at ail times;
they are best in May and June.

Q. With regard to whitefish, when are they in best condition ?-A. I should say
at ail times. . Some people like them at all times; they are the same as salmon-
trout; best in May, June and July, they can't be beat. Herring in September and
October are good, and most any month, excepting in warm weather; in August and
July I should say they are not so good; they are best in spring and winter.

Q. Ciscoes, when are they best ?-A. Ciscoos are counted a good fish at ail times
of the seaéon as a cured fish, that is, corned and smoked.
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Q. The bass family, what do you think of them; when are they best, in the
spring or in the fall?-A. From now out till the month of May; when the water
gets warm they are no good; they are not fit to use in July and August, they are
soft. No fish in the bay in those months are fit to use.

Q. What do you think about pike and pickerel ?-A. There is none of the big
yellow piekerel now. There are a few blue pickerel. We call them sand pike.

Q. What do you think of them as a fish ?-A. They are very good, but not
numerous.

Q. Where do you usually market your fish ?-A. In Hamilton, for home con-
sumption, a few of the ciscoes are shipped. but not by me. Smoked herring and
ciscoes are shipped, but the particular fish for home consumption is herring.

Q. Did other fish abound here formerly?--A. We had them quite numerous,
but not for 12 or 13 years; our fish have been falling off.

Q. What is the average value of your herring ?-A. The market value a hundred,
fresh or cured, is $1 to $1.20, and ciscoes average from 81 to $1.50.

Q. As far as you are concerned, do you say the saimon-trout and whitefish are
out of the question now ?-A. It âon't pay a man to fish for them, nor for sturgeon,
nor pickerel. They spear a few in winter time if they are allowed. I deal in
them if I can buy them. These will cover ail the fish I deali, that is in my
business. whitefish, salmon-trout, ciscoes and herring, and some bass and pickerel.

Q. The bass, what are they worth, sir ?-A. Bass are worth about 6 cents a
pound.

Q. Can you give us a little information on the following questions:-When do
you think the herring are most free to spawn ?-A. I can answer that question if
anybody can; I bave had a good experience. They spawn most freely from the
18th till the 27th of November.

Q. With regard to your ciscoes, when do they spawn most freely ?-A. That is
a question that I can hardly answer satisfactorily; but from the 25th of December
I should say, till the middle of January.

Q. When do you think the salmon-trout spawn ?-A. I think from the middle of
October till the end of November; during the month of November, and whitefish
are most free to spawn about the same time; and bass spawn in the spring of the
year during the months of May and June, and pickerel and pike, I should say in
April and May.

Q. When do you find that it is most unprofitable for you to use your nets; at
what period of the year is it hardest upon the nets ?-A. Well, I should say
January and February is the hardest months we have. That is when we fish in the
winter. But in our summer fishing, taking it from April to December, November
and December are most likely to injure our nets.

Q. Have you any knowledge whether many immature young fish are caught,
making it injurious to the fishery ?-A. They have been ; certainly it is an injury to
the fishery, but the mesh we have at the present time I should say we could not
better it.

Q. Do you think it is an injury to catch the small or immature fish ?-A. Yes,
certainly, but the nets we have will let the smali fish get through. The nets we use
are regulated not to catch these fish, and they let these small ones get through.

Q. There is a law that nets are to be taken up on Saturday night and kept up
till Monday morning; is it kept ?-A. Weil, it stops us of two nights' fishing, and it
is impracticable to be carried out, in the inter-ests of the fishermen.

Q. Upon the general principle of the preservation of the fisheries, do you
think it advisable that there should be properly selected close seasons for the spawn-
ing times of fish ?-A. Yes, I think it is right, and I should say from the 15th of
November to the 1st of December; 15 days is sufficient.

Q. When do you generally set your nets out heire, how early?-A. About
March or February, in fact we fish ail the year around when the weather permits,
winter fishing is carried on here by gill-nets running from 8 to 18 miles out in the
lake ; we take eiscoes and herring, and those are the only fish up this part of the
lake that we make a living by.
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Q. Are there any quantities of bass of importance caught here ?-A. No, they
are caught in the sumnier fishing when they are not fit to use ; we have speared a
few of those mud bass in the winter.

Q. Is shooting or spearing fish practised much here ?-A. Spearing is done
when allowed, and the water is clear ; very little shooting is done.

-Q. Have you any knowledge with regard to this new system of supplying the
waters by artificial breeding?-A, Really I could not say; I don't know as it is
helping us any.

Q. How long since you got as many as 200 and 300 fish at a haul, that you spoke
of ?-A. In 1860 we would catch that many in a haul; I caught, I thiîik, it was 680
we counted; in 1866 we got as many as 680 trout and whitefish at one haul of the
seine on Burlington Beach-that was on the 18th of June, to the best of my knowledge.
This was pretty common at that time; whitefish were taken pretty generally then,
as many as 100 and 200 and 300 in a night.

Q. What would you catch now ?-A. None at all, at present time no whitefish
are taken, the nets have been laid up for the last five years, I haven't wet them in
five years.

Q. Now can you tell us the cause of this falling off of whitefish?-A. I can't
give you any reason unless they are caught off.

Q. Have you no idea in your own mind ?--A. These little shad, as they are
called, that we have in our lakes, eat the food of the whitefish and they have taken
some other route and don't come to our shores. There is a few caught, but nothing
to signify.

Q. Are these little shad fish plentiful ?-A. Yes. The township has to pay for
removing them, the stench from them is so great in the month of July and August
they have to be shovelled off the shore or buried.

Q. Do you say this affects the salmon-trout and whitefish alike ?-A. I can't
say for certain, but that is my opinion.

Q. Now, do you think there has been any other cause, such as overfishing and
fishing at the spawning time, which has helped to produce this ?-A. Certainly. lu
time gone by, overfishing has helped to do this; yem, I should say 8o.

Q. Do you think the use of too small nets of any kind would have that effect
also ?-A. We had a regular net since '57, that is since we first began to pay a license.

Q. Do you use gill-nets for salmon-trout or whitefish ?-A. Yes, sometimes we
use 4-inch mesh now.

Q. Well, then, you do think that catching them on their spawning grounds had
something to do with diminishing them ?-A. Certainly, it would help. We often
caught them in close seasons 25 years ago.

Q. When you speak about the falling off of fish, how is it with regard to ciscoes ?
-A. They are not as numerous as we have had them. Ciscoes have fallen off con-
siderably during the past four or five years. I think they are caught off with too many
nets and too many fishing for them. Some have got three gangs of nets, or two or
three miles, not in our part, but at Bronte. That is what I have been told. I think
that overfishing would tend towards bringing them down.

Q. With regard to ciscoes, as to size, is it what it was in former years ?-A.
No; the size of the ciscoe is now about the size of the herring, and it was the size of
them in former years.

Q. Have they not reduced in size at all at the present time ?-A. Oh, no. The
size of the ciscôe at the present time is about the size of the present herring. We
sometimes get a herring that weighs 2 or 3 pounds, but the general run of ciscoes
is about the usual size of herring.

Q. Have they fallen off either in number or size ?-A. No; I could not say
about the size, we don't get as many at once now ; in fact, we don't get as many of
any kind of fib.

Q. Well, what is your view of the ciscoe, is it a separate species ?-A. Ciscoe is
a family by itself I should say, it is different from a whitefish and from a herring.
They are a superior fish to a herring.

Q. Are they a botter fish than a herring ?-A. Yes, in a cured state, but they
are not better when fresh.
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Q. They cure better on account of being a fatter fish ?-A. Yes; much more so
than a whitefish or herring.

Q. Weil, is the herring not put up in the same manner as the ciscoe ?-A. Her-
rings are smoked principally, the biggest part of them, and bring as much in the
market as ciscoes when ciscoes are not in. Herring are also cured and smoked, and
are also qold at the same price in the market as the ciscoes.

Q. Then the loss of the ciscoe is not so very great if the herring fills up its
place?-A. Well, they have to take something, and the herring takes the place of
the ciscoe largely.

Q. Where do you catch the ciscoes principally ?-A. From 6 to 18 miles out in
the lake, sometimes we go out about 6 or 8 miles, sometimes 10.

Q. When are they principally caught ?-A. Principally from Ist November to
1st May.

Q. When do they come along the shore for spawning purposes ?-A. Ciscoes do
not go near our shore at ail, they spawn in deep water. They must spawn in deep
water as you don't seo them on the shores, if they did we would catch them; they
act like the herring, which go from three to six miles out and spawn on the weedy
bottom. Our shore is clear sand bottom. That would be something like the same
place as the ciscoes spawn, only I think the ciscoes go further out, for we don't catch
a ciscoe within three miles off shore.

Q. Which is your most valuable fish here,.is it herring or ciscoes?-A. We de-
pend more on herring than any other fish generally for home consumption; some
are shipped by dealers.

Q. Now, in former years, when the whitefish and salmon-trout were plentiful,
were the herring of much account ?-A. No, not much; we caught them numerously.
We used to handle a good many herring.

Q. Which do you think was the most valuable fish in Lake Ontario formerly?
-A. Whitefish and salmon-trout; wo used to make no reckoning on herring; still
we used to catch them ; our main fishing was whitefish and salmon trout.

Q. Do you say that whitefish and salmon-trout are practically gone for fishing
purposes now ?-A. Yes, it does not pay for one to folIow it up; salmon-trout and
whitefish are ail gone, and now we have to resort to herring and ciscoes to take
their place. I have been at it now 33 years, and these last two falls are the best I
ever put in for herring; our herring gill-nets are 2# and 24 mesh; that will catch
ail good-sized herrings, and ail small herring will pass through that, and ail we
catch are saleable fish.

Q. Do you fish with a sail boat or any other boat ?-A. We use a sail boat for
outside fishing; an open boat for shore fishirig. My boat is 22i-fodt keel; it is
manned with two or three men; and the small boats or skiffs are about 16-foot keel,
and can be used with one or two men.

Q. How many yards of net can you fish with your 21-foot keel boat ?-A.. Two
men can handle 2,000 yards; that would not be too much for a boat; some use a
good deal more and carry four men and use double that quantity of net.

Q. Should there be a limit as to quantity of net used ?-A. Yes, I think some
boats should be shortened; we set a gang of nets and lift one and set ont another at
the same time; 2,000 yards are kept down ail the time by some; others won't have
so much; some wilI have more; some keep in the lake three gangs, and 2,000
yards is what we cali a gang; then they would have out 4,000 yards.

Q. Is 2,000 yards sufficient, do-you think, for two men or a boat ?-A. Yes, I
should say so; a man may have 10,000 yards if he is fishing at home, but I think
2,000 is ail he çan attend to.

Q. What depth do yon have your net, as a rule?-A. About three to four feet,
about 25 meshes deep, with about 1*-inch bar, or 2j extension measure.

Q. How long after a net is set out before it is taken up ?-A. When set in
November or December, usually from two to three nights out. Generally we leave
them two nights, but sometimes more on account of the weather. They are usually
taken up 'every third day if the weather permits.

Q. If they stay out longer than that what is the consequence ?-A. I have had
them out twelve nights, and the fish were still good.
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Q. I suppose those caught first would be dead ?-A. They live quite a while if
not strangled in the net; one-third of ther might be dead. Somotimes nets and fish
are lost altogether.

Q. Have you lost any of any consequence ?-A. Oh, yes, I have lost whole
gangs, but not of late; I have lost whole nets, fish and all; we have some very
severe storms here. As I said before, the herring don't spawn oti the shore where
we catch them, but they go out from two to six miles. They leave the shore about
the 15th of November; out till the 20th they are gone from the shore.

Q. What do they come along the shore for ?-A. For to feed; they keep out-
side during the spawning time, and October and November are our two months for
fishing along the shore; our herring fishing is done in themr two months ; if we are
deprived of them we might as well quit; in the close season we are deprived of
quite an item; in fact, it is the only month we have to fish ; the two months is the
only two months that we do anything; I only fish in those months.

Q. Ciscoes, do you fish them ail the year around ?-A. No, in hot weather in
May, June, July and August they are too oily; we commence in Soptember and fish
ail the year round, except May, June, July, August and September.

Q. Which is your best month for the ciscoes ?-A. December is about as good
a month as we have; it is the best month.

Q. December and January are best fishing for ciscoes ?-A. Yes, I should think
that would be the best.
e Q. Have you any suggestions to make ?-A. As far as herring is concerned, that

is ail. But I was going to speak about this spearing up here.
Mr. WILMOT.-This Commission has no instructions about this spearing busi.

ness; other parties will attend to that hereafter; but do you think spearing should
be allowed ?-A. Yes.

By Mr, Harris:
Q. I want to find out about these black bass: do you say they are not fit to use

in July and August ?-A. They are too soft.
Q. And is not that the time they are pretty much ail caught?-A. Yes, you

can buy themin i our market for 2 cents a pound; sometimes we have to hire
carters to take thom away. They are not good; they are not fit for table. There
is what we call the big mouth bass and mud bass; those black bass will hardly
ever catch a spoon; they keep in weedy bottoms where they catch with the troll-
ing; it is on a clear bottom these big mouth bass are caught.

Q. Do you say none of them are good in July and August ?-A. You would
not eat them, sir; you would not. You would sooner eat a sucker out of the lake
water than a bass out of the bay water.

Q. Are those bass when caught in September or October good fish ?-4. The
best time is from November up to the month of May; the other months they are
not so good.

Q. Then, as a fisherman, do you regard this catching of black bass fromn the
15th of June until the middle of August as wasting the fish ?-A. It is really; it is
not the fishermen who catch them, it is the sports; people who catch them with
trolling spoon, and seli them for 4 and 4j cents a pound; I have seen them sold
for 1 cent a pound. They ought to be protected in these months above aIl others,
because they are not fit for use.

Q. Do they seli readily among the class of people who use these fish when they
are in a good condition ?-A. Yes, in the winter at 10 cents a pound; in fact I have
known them 12J cents a pound.

Q. Are they a good fish; and do you regard it as a fish that is well worth
preserving for the public ?-A. Yes, but in the summer season they are useless.

Q. Have you any business connection with Buffalo or the States with your
fishery ?-A. No, sir.

Q. And is there no sale for mud fish in Canada ?-A. Of course you know
they seli in the States, but we have no connection with them. The local demand here
is sufficient to take ail we have, and more too.
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Q. How are those black bass to be caught in the autumn ?-A. The only way
we can catch them is with a spear; we can't catch them by net; they won't bite; I
never caught but one in my life with a book. Sometimes you catch a little one,
but io large ones; the big mouth bass will catch with a hook and lino, but not the
mud bass.

Q. Have you fished for the whitefish and salmon-trout, too, with gill-nets ?-A.
Yes, with gill-nets and drag-nets, both.

Q. Have you seen those fish exterminated ?-A. Yes, they are a thing of the
past.

Q. Is it your conclusion that they have gone somewhere else ?-A. No, I think
they have gone to market, they have been destroyed, they have been caught off
with the nets ail thl'ough the whole lake.

Q. What I was leading up to was, whether you consider the present roduction
in numbers of the ciscoes as if» they were going the same road as the whitefish, just
a repetition of the others ?-A. Yes, sir, I do, and herring is our principal fish; I
have known herring leave here for a year or two, and very likely ciscoes may do the
same; ciscoes are falling off.

Q. Do you fish for ciscoes all winter, from November till May ?-A. Yes, when
weather permits we fish thom about six or seven months, until May.

Q. Why don't you fish for the eiscoes after that in the summer months ?-A.
We have to go a long ways out and when we would get home they would be spoiled,
and if we would have to take ice that would not pay, we have to go so far out in the
summer.

Q. Do they begin to go on shore in November, the time you begin to fish ?-A.
They don't go to the shore at all, sir.

Q. For ciscoes, in how many feet of water do you fish ?-A. About 50 fathoms,
300 feet, and the nearest we get the ciscoes to the shore is about from 5 to 6 miles, I
should say, sir, in about 100 feet of water.

Q. Have you no idea when they spawn ?-A. Oh, yes, I have an idea; about
January is the principal month, but some say they spawn the year round , more at
that time of the year than any other.

Q. Do you think that is the general opinion among the fishermen as to the spawn-
ing of the ciscoes ?-A. Some of them seem to think that they spawn the year round,
but I do not, for that is a little too much for me to believe.

WILLIAM DEPEW sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Do you live in Hamilton ?-A. No, sir, on Burlington Beach. 1 am a fisher-

man tor thirty years, and a Canadian.
Q. Have you carried on ciscoe fishing ?-A. Yes, sir, ever since I have been

able, and I fish for ail kinds of fish; whitefish and trout; when there are any. I
fished in Lake Huron at Goderich, and in Lake Erie.

Q. What kind of nets did you fish with ?-A. Seines and gill-nets, no other kind.
Q. What is the size of mesh you use to gill fish?--A. Five-inch for salmon-

trout up to 6 or 7 inches, and for ciscoes, 2# inches, al extension measure, and for
herring, the same.

Q. Do you get your nets made that way ?-A. Yes, we get them from Scotland.
I do not fish with pound-nots as well.

Q. What size whitefish would pass through a 5-inch mesh?-A. A two-pound
fish would pass through quite handy, and a 3-inch gill-net would let through a
pretty good sized fish, a fair marketable whitefish that will weigh about a pound,
and it will cAtch them about a pound to a pound and a half.

Q. When do you consider your ciscoes are in best condition ?-A. Any time in
the winter. I never can see any difference in them then. In the summer, May and
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June, they begin to get soft. They are to be caught in May and June in deep water
just the same, and sometimes in shallow water, but not very often, from 10 to 15
miles from our shore and 6 to 8 mlies from the main land. One fali, the only time
I ever remember, I caught them within 200 yards of shore. Along in July we
never catch them near the shore in November.

Q. Do the ciscoes frequent the same places and waters that the whitefish do ?
-A. No, they keep out in deep water. They are a deep water fish.

Q. When do the herritgs spawn ?-A. From the 22nd November to lst Decem-
ber, perhaps a little longer.

Q. And when do you say the ciscoes spawn ?-A. The biggest part of them in
February.

Q. Don't you fish for them now, your nets are out now ?-A. Yes, at Burlington
Beach. We expect to take them up to-morrow if we can.

Q. And you never see spawn in them in November and December?-A. Only
in November and December.

Q. And you say the eggs are very plentiful in the boats in January ?-A. In
the latter part of January, not in the first part; the latter part of January and
February.
- Q. Therefore, you think that is the principal time for them to spawn ?-A. Yes,
I an pretty sure of it, I have noticed it every year yet.

Q. And you say you have seen eggs in them in November and December ?-A.
I have seen them in May, but not ripe.

Q. Well, then, you have seen eggs in them at all times?-A. Yes.
Q. What du they resemble most, a whitefish or a herring ?-A. They resemble

a whitefish more than a herring; they are a good deal better tish than a herring
when they are eured.

Q. You say the herring are botter fresh ?-A. Yes. But the ciscoe is best when
cured. The ciscoe is a soft fish and don't eat well fresh at all; they require to be
salted to make them harder and then smoke them.

Q. How do you compare the ciscoes and herring in size and weight ?-A. Her-
ring and ciscoes are about the same size.

Q. Which is the most numerous of the two ?-A. Herring are the most numerous
here. They are both worth about the same price when cured.

Q. Which brings the most when fresh ?-A. Ciscoes can't be sold in the frosh
state; they are too soft to keep.

Q. Take them as they are, which is the most valuable fish, ciscoes or herring ?
-A. Ciscoes I think would be, but take the herring and the ciscoes as we catch
them now, the herring is, because they are more numerous; they are more numerous
than ciscoes now, and because they can be sold fresh and the others can't.

Q. Are the ciscoes as numerous as they were formerly ?-A. No, sir, not nearly
so numerous. The reason of that is they have been overfished.

Q. What size mebh do you use for them in your nets?-A. Twoand one-fourth-
inch mesh, which is not too large-it is just right.

Q. Have they not been reduced by the size of the net mesh ?-A. No, only by
overfishing; we catch them the most numerously in December, January and
February.

Q. When is their spawning time?-A. I should say about February; they do'
spawn some in January, but not to much extent; February is their principal spawn-
ing month.

Q. Don't you think then that fishing at that time must help to reduce them
very much ?-A. I don't see why it would not.

Q. You say you fished for salmou-trout and whitefish in Lake Ontario and they
were plentiful, when was that ?-A. Not over 10 years ago, and they were plentiful
15 years back.

Q. Where did yon principally catch them?-A. Down towards Winona; just
this side of Grimsby; down by the south shore; close in the rocks; along the main
shore, with gill-nets, and with seines along the beach in July, and with the gill-nets
along in September, October and November; a few in the summer, but that was the
biggest part of the fishing.
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Q. What were they doing along the shore in November?-A. Spawning;
whitefish and salmon-trout spawn in November.

Q. Have you ever formed any idea of what has become of ail the whitefish and
salmon-trout ?-A. They were caiight out; these fish are actually gone; a few of
course are left, but nothing like they used to be.

Q. Do you say these tish are actually gone at the present time, so that nobody
could make anything out of the fishing ?-A. Yes, sir, the falling off, I think, is
caused by overfishing at ail times, including the spawning time.

Q. What size mesh did you fish the gill-nets with ?-A. Inch in the centre-
that did for whitefish and everything, and we would catch young whitefish, too.

Q. Did you catch the young whitefish numerously ?-A. Oh, yes, by the thou-
sands, and piled them up on the beach and left them there to spoil, and the pigs ate
what they wanted of them.

Q. Do you think that fish during the spawning time should be protected ?-A.
I think so.

Q. Do you think the herring spawn in November ?-A. Yes. in November,
about the 20th November, and ciscoes in January and February, the latter part of
January.

Q. Well, now, if you fish for ciscoes in November, would you catch herring ?-
A. Yes, certainly; but I don't think there should be a month for close season on the
herring, 10 or 15 days is plenty; I think it would be ienty; I am quite certain of it.

Q, If preservation was to be extended to the ciscoe or the herring, or if any
close season was established, should it be in favour of the herring or the ciscoe ?-
A. Well, I don't know.

Q. Is the preservation of the berring of greater importance than the ciscoe ?-
A. Well, yes, it is to us; they come closer to the shore. The preservation of the
herring is of more importance to the fishermen than the ciscoe.

Q. Are you quite sure that the ciscoe spawn in January and February ?-A.
Perfectly sure of it. They spawn more freely then than at any other time. Febru-
ary is the principal month.

Q. Have you formed any idea at ail about the artificial culture of fish, whether
it is beneficial or not ?-A. I don't know; I don't see much benefit from it.; there
were quite a few more whitefish last summer than the summer before, but I don't
know whether it was due to that or not. This was along the Bui lington Beach.

Q.. Have the whitefish bien planted there from the artificial hatcherie.s ?-A.
Yes, 1 think so. Wbitefish and saimon-trout have been put in these waters for
some time past, and I think this will no doubt in time render service. I don't see
wby it should not.

Q. What sort of a boat do you use in fishing?-A. A Mackinaw boat of 22 feet
keel, and I take three men to it. and use 2,000 yards of net at a time, or about one
gang or 2,000, and I use this 2,000 yards of net for catching herring and ciscoes just
the same.

Q. In setting your nets in stormy weather, do you meet with many losses ?-A.
No, I have not had any losses for the last three or four years, but losses do occur
with nets and fish at storny times. Sometimes the whole gang is carried away-
fish and ail.

Q. What is the usual time for taking up your nets?-A. The usual time for
taking up nets is about three days, if the weather will permit, but frequently it
runs to five or six nights, sometimes more.

Q. Now, in this case, what state are the fish in ?-A. They are all right at this
tine of the year.

Q. But would these fisb be all right to seli now ?-A. Yes, just as good as one
night out; that is, at this season of the year; but it would not do at all in
summer, they would be ail spoiled.

Q. Can you give us any idea about the bass, do you catch any at all ?-A. When
we are allowed to spear them; in the winter we get mud bass, or black bass as
we call them, but not a great many. The black.bass here are the large mouth
basa.
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Q. What other kind of fish do you spear through the ice ?-A. Pike and a few
sunfish and perch. We get no pickerol, nor maskinongé, nor eels, nor suckers in the
winter.

Q. Are the black bass caught here in the summer ?-A. Yes, in deep water,
out in the bay. That is, the small mouth bass; they are caught in the summer,
with rod and line and troll. The quantity depends on the season; quite a few
sometimes.

Q. What about spearing the herring through the ice?-A. They don't do that;
the herring are speared through the bay in the fall bere.

Q. Would you like to suggest anything yourself ?-A. Yes, about the herring.
I think from the 15th November to the lst December is plenty long enough for
close season.

Q. Would that apply only to the outside in the lake?-A. We have nothing to
do with the bay ; we are not allowed to fish in the bay.

Q. But there are herring in the bay, are there not ?-A. Oh, yes, there always
have been.

Q. Then you mean the herring should be preserved from the 15th November to
1st December in the lake ?-A. Yes, I think that is plenty long enough.

Q. What number of boats are there engaged in the ciscoe fishing here ?-A.
There are only f>ur of us engaged in the ciscoe fishing; only two of us are of any
account. There are only four boats that fish for ciscoes from this place.

Q. How many would there be engaged in the herring fishery ?-A. Well, I
can't tell you ; there are a great many more in that. Yes, four times as many;
about 18.

Q. What were there in the ci-coe business formerly?-A. About ton or twelve
boats at one time. All the fishermen here were ciscoe fishermen at one time, but
they have ail dropped out of it and now it is reduced to about four, because they
find it unprofitable on account of the ciscoes being so scarce.

Q. Will they run out altogether pretty soon ?-A. I don't know. One winter
we do not catch any, and the next winter they were quite thick.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. In fishing for ciscoes in November and December, what proportion of the

catch would be herring ?-A. Sometimes one-third of them. A very considerable
number of them would be herrings, one-third herrings aud two-thirds ciscoes.

Q. Would there be other localities at that time where more herring could be
caught, where herrings would be in greater numbers ?-A. Not up hore. Some-
times we would happen to get thom and sometimes we would not. Yo could not
depend on them.

Q. Are black hass caught in July and August ?-A. No, not at all, nor are the
green bass caught in July and August.

Q. Are they worny ?-A. I never noticed that. From a fisherman's point of
view we count catching black bass in July and August simply a wasting of the fish.
They are not fit to eut.

Q. When do they spawn and watch their young ?-A. Some time in Jane, but
I don't know how long they guard their young.

Q. When do you think the close season for black base ends ?-A. The 15th
June, I think, and that is about right.. The close season should begin along in May.

JONATHAN COREY sworn and examined

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. We have certain questions which we ask, or if you would prefer giving some

statement yourself, do so. In the first place we would like to kiow your residence
and calling ?-.A. Burlington Beach is my residence, and my occupation is as a fisher-
man for some 25 or 30 years, and I am an Englishman.
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Q. What kind of fishery have you been engaged in ?-A. Mostly in herring, and
I have caught whitefish and salmon-trout; have fished for pike and bas$ in the
winter, and pickerel onve in a while, and also get some coarse fish, such as sunfish.

Q. Do you do anything ut all in the way of catching ciscoes ?-A. Yes, sir, we
fish for ciscoes.

Q. Which are the particular places that 'you fish in, what waters ?-A. Lake
Ontario altogether, off Burlington Beach.

Q. What kind of nets do you fish with ?-A. Gill-nets altogethor now, but about
five years ago I fished with seines. I never use the hoop-nets or pound-nels.

Q. What size of mesh do you use in your nets?-A. Inch and one-quarter to
inch and th ree-eighths, bar measure, that is 2j to 2î mesh extension for herring and
ciscoes, the same mesh for both.

Q. In fishing for whitefish and salmon-trout, what mesh did you formerly use ?
-A. I never fished for them.

Q. Welli, now, at what time of the year do you find the herring and ciscoe in
best condition for general use ?-A. Herring are best at the present fime, December
or any time along in the cold weather, but in the hot weather they are not so good.

Q. Bow are they in November ?-A. They are all right in November, Decem-
ber and through the winter.

Q. Does this apply to the ciscoe as well?-A. Yes, the ciscoes are the same.
Q. Where do you sell your fish ?--A. Mostly in town, here.
Q. What prices do yon generally get for them-what do you get for herring, for

instance?-A. $1.10 and $2 a hundred, and ciscoes the same price.
Q. When have you found that the herring are in a ripe condition to spawn;

when do the eggs flow from them most freely?-A. Well, about the middle of Nov-
ember.

Q. The ciscoes, when do they spawn ?-A. Well, I think about the same; when
we are catching them they seem to be full of spawn but not ripe enough. I think
they both spawn some time in November.

Q. What about bass, have you been.catching any bass of any consequence?-
A. No, not foir some time.

Q. Have you any idea when the basé spawn ?-A. No, I don't know exactly;
in the spring, I think.

Q. Have you ever taken notice when the catfish or mudcats spawn ?-A. In
April.

Q. What month do you find the most ruinous to your nets in fishing ?-A.
About the middle of winter and in October, November and December; it is hai d on
them then. The most loss is in October.

Q. Now, do you catch any very small fish in your nets that are unsaleable ?-A.
No, sir, all the fish we get we sell.

Q. Do you know of any fish being thrown away from being too smali or spoiled?
-A. Not from being too small, but some are spoiled.

Q. What do you think about the law that requirea you to take up your nets on
Saturday night hnd keep them up till Monday morning ?-A. I think that is all
right.

Q. What is your idea with regard to having proper close seîsons; do you
think it is wise to have good close seasons ?-A. Yes, I think it is right.

g. When do you generally put your nets out?-A. We fish all the year round
if we can, if the weather will let us, except the close seasons. I generally quit
about New Year's and Christmas. The winter fishing is intended for ciscoe and herr-
ing; we don't catch anything else at that time.

Q. When do you catch the herring most numerously; when do you find it best
for your fishing ?-A. September, or along there, and October and November.

Q. Is it the same with the ciscoes?-A. Yes, but we have not got many ciscoes
nowadays, just about the same; we bave to go a long ways for them.

Q. Do you know of any quantity of basa being caught in any way bore ?-A.
No, sir, not in the bay, but they catch the most right along in the summer time,
but I don't know what months exactly, with trolls.
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Q. Who are the parties that geneally fish for them?-A. Mostly city people;
our net fishermen hardly ever fish for them; they are caught in the summer time
when the weather is warm; they are not good to eat in June and July.

Q. Is spearing carried on to any extent here ?-A. Well, yes, when we used to
spear it was carried on quite a bit; fishermen used to make a very good living out
of it; it was carried on pretty largely in the winter through the ice in the bay.

Q. What other fish do you principally catch then ?-A. We catch pike and
bass, sunfish and perch.

Q. What do you cal] speckled bass ; what are they like ?-A. Like black bass,
only not so large ; the black bass will go to five, six and seven pounds each; pike
run a pretty good size, from twenty pounds down to five, six and seven, all sizes
between that; the speckled bass ran about a pound and larger, I guess.

Q. Now, what are these basa worth in the market in the winter when tbey are
in superior condition ?-A. Well, from five, six and seven cents; the average market
price for bass and pike is about six cents.

Q. By whom do you say these fish are caught principally ?-A. By ail, by city
persons and fishermen.

Q. What sort of a building do they fish in through the ice ?-A. Just a small
house, from five to six feet square, placed on runners or wheels and some on sleighs;
they have a sort of bunk and a stove in it, all covered in, dark, no light let in; a hole
is cut through the ice a couple of feet across or more.

Q. HIow do you entice the fish to the hole ?-A. By a wooden decoy fish, when
they are caught with a spear.

Q. Have you any particular kind of spear ?-A. Most of them have seven
prongs.

Q. Some of the fish are lost sometimes ?-A. A few will escape from the spear,
some of them are eut up pretty well with the spear.

Q. When you sell them do they reduce the price when they are cut up much ?
-A. No, sir, they are never cut up enough for that.

Q. In wbat months is the spearing done most?-A. Well, I could hardly say-
whenever it freezes up; someyears it is later freezing up; it is done during the winter
when the ice is good, usually in January or February, and up to Marih.

Q. What would be the usual catch of a man per day in the winter season ?-A.
Well, he might get five or six pike, and the same of bass, and perhaps more than
that.

Q. Take a season through, what will a man catch, what quantit'?-A. Well, I
could hardly say.

Q. How many actual fishermen do you suppose are engaged in this work in the
winter; I don't mean the town people ?-A. About 12 or 14, I suppose, real fisher-
men.

Q. How many houses may there be on the bay at a time in the winter?-A. A
couple of hundred or more. The rest of the fishing beyond the 12 or 14 fishermen
is doue by the townspeople and farmers around.

Q. Are you one of the members of what they call the Spearmen's Club ?-A.
No, sir, that is some kind of a club that is got up for spearing, I suppose.

Q. Have you heard about this artificial breeding of fish-do you'think it is a
good thing to have done?-A. Well, I don't know much about it; I don't see any
difference since it has been started; 1 haven't seen any of the flsh.

Q. Has there not been a few more salmon-trout and whitefish caught here than
formerly ?-A. Well, there has been a few more whitefish, but not much more
salmon-trout caught during the last two or three years. More last Vear than the
year before, but still some five or six years ago there was far more caught than now.
There were inore than usual caught last year.

Q. Don't you think that is a pretty good sign that there is more now. Do you
know whether there has been a lot of young whitefish put here in the lake and bay ?-
A. Well, I don't know whether they were whitefish or not, but a lot ofyoung fry
from the batcheries were planted here during the past years, and there were some
put in this last summer.
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Q. Which do you call the most valuable fish for your purposes as fishermen at
Burlington Beach ?-A. Well, if there were whitefish and trout, they would be the
most valuable fish.

Q. As it is at present, which are the most valuable ?-A. Herring-the ciscoe
and herring are the most valuable, we can catch the most of them.

Q. thich of those two are the most valuable?-A. Well, the ciscoes sell more
freely than the herring; they seem to take the best in our city and around other
places, they both bring the same price, but still the ciscoe is the best fish.

Q. Which is considered the best fresh, herring or ciscoe ?-A. Herring are best
as a fresh fish, better than the ciscoe. The ciscoes are best salted and smoked, yet
they both bring the same price, and are just about the same size; some ciscoes run
large like our large herring.

Q. Are the herring more plentifully caught than the ciscoes ?-A. Yes, sir, and
these two fish are the dependence of the fishearnen here principally.

Q. Under these circumstances, don't you think they should be maintained and
preserved as much as possible ?-A. Yes, same as whitefish and trout. I mean by
that by having a proper close season, same as salmon-trout and whitefish ; but the
whole month of November is a little too long-12 and 15 days is long enough.

Q. Do you think then from 12 to 15 days will be enough for them to spawn in ?
-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, which of the kind of fish that you have been engaged in catching
have fallen off most ?-A. Whitefish and trout have fallen off most ; they are about
done. When I was about 15 and 16 I could catch any amount of fish, from 500 to
600 at a haut with a seine ; that was off Burlington Beach. Now you can haul, and
if you get 40 to 50 at a hatil, you think you are making big fishing.

Q. What time of the year was it you caught this 500 or 600 at a haul ?-A.
That would be about May or along there; they used to fish them days with 1-inch
mesh ýin the bar, or 2-inch extension; large and small were taken; the small
were so numerous we had to throw them away; have seen 300 or 400 small fish
thrown away. The small ones were so numerous they were thrown away in piles
on the beach. That wouid be from 20 to 30 years ago.

Q. And now do you say, comparatively speaking, there are none ?-A. Ever
since they put in the 2-inch bar mesh they catch none of these small fish at all.

Q. The meshes ait present, what size are they?-A. Four inch extension; 2-
inch bar; they don't catch any small fish, nothing unless what we can soil. There
may be some small ones.

Q. What do you think is the cause of this falling off of the whitefish at the
present time ?-A. Well, I could not say whether they have beeri caught off or
whether they have gone to other parts of the lake.

Q. Do you think the falling off may have been caused by overfishing ?-A.
Well, J think with the whitefish it was, and catching in spawning time, overfishing
and killing too many small fish.

Q. What sort of boat do yo fish with ?-A. My boat is 24-foot keel and 10-foot
beam, and worked with two to three men, using about 2,500 yards of gill-net.

Q. Would you have that much in the water ail the while ?-A. No, sir. We
had about half in the water all the time. We would lift one gang and set another at
the same time.

Q. When fishermen use too much net and get too many fish, are they not
wasted ?-A. Yes, when they set so much they can't get rid of the fish they lift.
From 15 to 20 pounds is enough for any man to set out. I think that 1,500 to 2,000
yards is quite enough for one bout to fish. A boat could fish 3,000 yards, but some
fish might be spoiled and it would not be as profitable. A great many fish would
spoil before they got them out of the net.

Q. Are many fish lost by the nets drifting away in storms ?-A. Yes, sir, there
must be quite a lot. We lose often quite a flew. Quite a lot of fish are lost, nets
and all, along in January and February, and I have lost two gangs, about 2,000
yards of net, fish and alil.

Q. How long do the fish remain sound in the net in good weather ?-A. They
will remain in the net about six or seven days good, that is in cold weather. In
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warm weather they won't remain there long. They would spoil at once in the
summer if left out two or three nights, but our nets have been left. out 12 to 14
nights in the winter time and fish would be good then. If the fish are in too long
they swell up, and when they get swelled up they are not so good.

Q. Now, have you any suggestions to make yourself that you would like to put
down with regard to your fishery ?-A. I don't know as I have. I have embodied
all that in what I have answered.

By Mr. Harris.:
Q. What do you regard as the best fishing month ?-A. November and Decem-

ber, that is, for quantity.
Q. When did you first hear the ciscoe spoken of as a good fish ?-A. Thirty-

three or thirty-four years ago.
Q. Was it shortly after the whitefish played out?-A. A long while before the

whitetish played out. My father was about the first one who caught ciscoes; he was
fishing for whitefish and trout then, and he used to get these ciscoes in the whitefish
nets.

Q. About how many more herrings than ciscoes do you catch now ?-A. Con-
siderably more herring than ciscoes; herring are twice as numerous as ciscoes.

Q. Have you seen the whitefish and trout fished out, and do you think the cis-
coes are going the same road ?-A. Vell, there are plenty ciscoes, but we have to go out
further for them, and I can't say whether the ciscoes will play out like the whitefish
and salmon.

Q. How often do you lift your gill-nets ?-A. Lift them at from three to four
nights out, that is if it is not too rough.

Q. Do you know anything about the Port Dalhousie fishery at ail ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Have you ever seen any tug fishing done ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Are you wholly employed in fishing?-A. Yes, sir, and no other occupation.

air. Q. Do you ish during the summer months, that is, July and August ?-A. Yes,

Q. Have you an icebouse?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you a single or double gill-net?-A. Double.
Q. Are the black bass good for food in August?-A. No; bardly good then,

but first-rate fish in Septebmer, October and November.
Q. Do you think they should be supplied to ihe public as food before Septem-

ber ?-A. No, sir, I don't think they should; the water is too warm in our bay here
to get good fish before September.

Q. Are these fish houses run, as a rule, for profit or flor sport, that is, the fishing
through the ice ?-A. Wei, the fishermen are tishing for profit; they fish to make
a living. The proportion of fishermen's houses will be about 12 or 14 and the rest
are town people or farmers.

Q. Have you a good opportunity of knowing the facts about spearing on the
bay ?-A. Weil, I have speared on the bay and used to make a very good living in
the winter time; got from 5 cents to 6 cents a pound for the fish.

Q. Did city people ever go down and offer you money to be allowed to spear
for half an hour or so ?-A. No, sir; but some of them troll in the summer and then
throw away the fish.

Q. Do you say that winter fishing is now stopped, but the city people catch
these fish troiling in the summer ?-A. Yes, sir, and they throw them away; some
are put on the market, but most of them are thrown away.

Q. Then you think thére should be no trolling for bass until September ?-A.
Yes, sir; no fishing for bass or pike should be allowed until September. Then the
fish are good until March.

Q. What months iii the year do the fisherinen generally spear on the bay ?-A.
Just as soon as the ice gets hard. That would be about January.

Q. When you spoke of a 2-inch mesh in your evidence, do you mean bar or ex-
tension ?-A. Extension ail the time. In whitefish I mean 2-inch bar.
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JOHN DAVIS sworn

i By Mr. Wilnot:
Q. Are you a resident of Hamilton ?-A. Yes, sir, and a fish dealer for some 38

years, and my nationality is English.
Q. What kind of fishery have you carried on, what description of fish have vou

been dealing with ?--A. Every kind of fish, including salmon-trout, whitefish,
herring, pickerel, bass and all other coarse fish, and ciscoes.

Q. Have your transactions covered the waters of Lakes Ontario, Erie, Huron
and Georgian Bay?-A. Yes, sir, and now we are getting fish from Lake Superior,
and some from Manitoba in the winter.

• Q. Have you any knowledge of the description of nets that these fish are caught
with, or is that in your line at all?-A. Not a great deal in my line, but I think
their mesh is too small, altogether too small. Why, these fish are getting down low
in Lake Superior, where the fish are abuidant; they send us down smal[ fish.

Q. Then do you conclude the mesh is too small on account of the small fish
brought on the market ?-A. Yes.

Q. With your experience, when dIo you think fish are in their best condition;
we will take, for instance, the salmon-trout-when are they in best condition for
table use?-A. Well, they start anywhere in the beginning of the year, from the
spring until the middle of October, or Ist Octobeil it you like, becauso ais quick as
they begin to get full of spawn they get soft and flabby, and that i:s My experience
with regard to the whitefish also.

Q. What i' your experience about the bass-when do you think they are in
best condition for consumption ?-A. Just right through the winter; bass and pike
too; on tili about March or so, and pickerel come in the same list. We can use
them most any time except their spawning time.

Q. What about these ciscoes, when ai e they at best ?-A. Ciscoes are good at
most any time; I hardly know when their spawning time is, for my part; they are
getting played out-fished out.

Q. Do I understand you that at present ciscoes are only saited, cured and
smoked?-A. Yes, they are so small and soft, there is no use trying them fresh.

Q. Do you ever have any sturgeon ?-A. I don't handle them much.
Q. Are your sales principally for home market, or American market ?-A. My

sales are ail home market-all for home econsumption.
Q. Could you in a rough way state the probable amount of Bales in a year that

you make?-A. I suppose I seil about 30,000 pounds a week, take the year through,
sometimes more.

Q. Do you extend your market as far as Montreal ?-A. No; sometimes to
London, BrantIord and Paris; the market is almost a home one for this part of
Ontario.

Q. Would you object to tell what the average price of the fish may be-would
you place salmon-trout and whitefish in the same list ?-A. Certainly, just about the
same money, and worth about 8 cents retail.

Q. When you come down to bass, and fish of that kind, would you call those
under the heading of coarse fish ?-A. Yes, bass and piekerel, and pike, sunfish and
rough fish, are worth about 4 cents a pound.

Q. What about herring and ciscoes ?-A. They sell by the hundred; they
average about 81 a hundred, from Lake Ontario; and from Lake Erie and Huron,
81.50, because they are so much larger. The ciscoes are more particularly caught
in Lake Ontario, and are worth the same as the herring.

Q. Have you taken any particular notice, in your experience, about when these
different kinds of fish are ripest for àpawning; take, for instance, the salmon-trout
and whitefish, are they the same lime spawning ?-A. I don't think there is much
difference at all. They spawn principally in the latter part of October and aIl
through November.

Q. What about bass, do you know when they spawn pirticularly ?-A. Not
much about them, but I think along about April, I should judge, or May.
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Q. With regard to your herring, will herring and ciscoes spawn about the same
time ?-A. I cou ld not tell you; about ciscoes, they are brought in cleaned, but her-
ring, I think, spawn about November as a general thing.

Q. Do you do anything in the catfish line at ail ?-A. No, sir.
Q. There is rather an important question about immature fish; do you say you

deal largely in these fish, where from ?-A. Lake Huron and Lake Superior,
Georgian Bay; that is ail from the west; that is where we get the principal fish
from now; we get nothing from the east.

Q. Do you find great numbers of what you call small, immature fish sent to
you ?-A. Sometimes quite a number are shipped to us; they consist of small
salmon-trout chiefly, and small whitefish, and these small salmon-trout are unsale-
able to a certain extent; they don't command as high a price as the large ones;
less than a three-pound salmon-trout is not wanted; a three-pound salmon-trout
should not be caught.

Q. What do you say about the size of whitefish ?-A. Whitefish run a little
smaller; you can go down to two pounds for whitefish, and under that should not
be caught.

Q. Do you say this in the interests of the fishermen and dealers and ail con-
cerned ?-A. Yes, sir. Whitefish two pounds and under should not be caught or sold.

Q. Where do you principally get these small fish from?-A. From ail ovAr
pretty much, Georgian Bay, from aIl the western fisheries, from the fisheries in
Lakes Huron, Superior and Georgian Bay.

Q. And are they principally sent in the summer months ?-A. Yes, sir, in
June and July.

Q. Now, what would you say in your view would be a remedy to prevent this
excessive catching of the small fish ?-A. Well, I can't see any remedy except hav-
ing a larger mesh; that is ail I know, by establishing a larger mesh both in gill-
nets and pound-nets.

Q. What is your idea if this is not done, what will be the result?-A. The fish
will play out; nobody will be able to live in the fishing line; I mean by that, that
both the business with the dealers and the fishermen will become so very much
lessened.

Q. Did you say that during your experience of 30 years Lake Ontario has been
depleted almost entirely of fish ?-A. Yes; 30 years ago you could not put a net in
the wrong place to catch fish, and now you can't put one in the right place to get
fish. Fish were very numerous formerly in Lake Ontario, principally salmon-trout
and whitefish.

Q. Salmon-trout and whitefish, you say, were numerous in Lake Ontario; could
you give us any idea of what quantities were taken, or where they were taken ?-A.
Anywhere on the south shore, and on the north shore down as far as Cobourg; tQ
my knowledge there was an abundance of fish on either shore, ail along the beach.

Q. Could you give any sort of idea of what you would call abundance in the
way of catches ?-A. Well, no, I never kept account.

Q. What is the state of the whitefish and salmon-trout now ?-A. There are
none, not worth speaking of.

Q. What is your idea why they have fallen of ?-A. I can't tell you that.
Q. Weil, have you not formed in your own mind some idea how it is these fish

have fallen off in Lake Ontario?-A. Well, I don't know, I am sure; overfishing, I
think, and killing the young and immature fishes-killing the young fry.

Q. And catching them in the spawning season ?-A. But that was a long time
ago, and that has brought about this result now.

Q. Do I understand you to say that if the sane reckless system is pursued in
the western lakes there would be the same result ?-A. Oh, yes, it i8 getting that
way every day; the cause is overfishing, killing the young fry and catching
them during the spawning time; this wili bring about the same result in western
waters, and it is being felt in many of them, already.

Q. What is the price of fish now to what it was formerly ?-A. It is double
to what it was 20 or 25 years ago, but a good deal of them is shipped on to the
American markets. It is now double the price, brought about by the greater demand
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and the scarcity of fish. A. I don't know that the demand here is so much
greater; but the price i8 so high the poorer class can't buy them; when they get
up to 8 and 10 cents per pound, poor people can't use them.

Q. Do you state that the views you have given here are merely in the interests
of the industry and of fishermen; but not frorm any desire to make any special
restrictions, but in the general interests of the industry ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. What are your views with regard to proper regulations and for close seasons
to protect the fish ? Do you think it is necessary to have close seasons and that
they are desirable ?-A. Oh, yes, I think that close seasons are desirable to protect
fish at their spawning times ; the fish are not good any way at that time and should
not be caught then, for it not only prevents their reproduction, but because the fish
are not in a proper state for food at that time. The people don't want fish then, they
are too soft.

Q. Is that what your customers say: Don't give us fish at the spawning time ?-
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know if winter fishing or spearingis carried on to any extent here ?
-A. Only a little spearing. There is nothing else that will pay, but it is amuse-
ment for them more than anything else; those who have nothing else to do.

Q. Then you think spearing is carried on in the winter more as an amusement,
as it will not pay ?-A. They don't get enough to make wages out of it, that is what
I mean. As far as the sales go, it don't amount to much ; not in this bay.

Q. What kind of fish do they catch spearing ?-A. Principally pike and bass
there used to be any amount of pickerel here, but they are not here now ; they are
gone like the rest of them.

Q. Do you say there was at one time plenty of pickerel, but are all gone now ?
-A. Yes.

Q. Did salmon-trout and whitefish at one time frequent this bay?-A. Not to
any extent.

Q. Did herring and ciscoe formerly frequent this bay ?-A. Herring in any
quantity, but not, ciscoes.

Q. Do you know of any bass fishing carried on here to any extent, by trolling
or otherwise?-A. In the summer time a little, not much, principally by the town
people, not by dealers at all; there are quite a few pike caught in the summer time,
trofling.

Q. Have you formed any estimate, in your reading or practical knowledge, about
the artificial culture of fish; is it desirable or otherwise ?-A. The hatching of fish,
oh, yes, I think it is a good thing; I don't know where the fish go to just the same.

Q. Is it a fact that more whitefish and salmon-trout have been caught here this
last year or two than usual ?-A. No, I don't think so. Some of the fishermen say
they have caught more than usual, they may a little, but the numbers are very
small and the fish also, if they are caught.

Q. What do you consider the most valuable fish in the waters here ?-A. The
whitefish first; next, salmon-trout; next, piekerel; next, bass.

Q. Would herring and ciscoes come in ?-A. I guess so, and also some coarse
fish.

Q. Are the fish that have fallen off most whitefish and salmon-trout ?-A. Yes,
sir; 20 to 30 years ago we got 10,000 to 15,000 pounds of salmon-trout. That was at
Port Credit.

Q. And now what is the consequence, what is the catch now ?-A. I have not
had a fish for five yeurs from there, but they might catch a few and send them to
Toronto; they can get better prices there; but the catch don't amount to anything.

Q. What is the position of the ciscoes here now; are ciscoes decreasing, or have
they decreased ?-A. They are decreasing in numbers and size greatly.

Q. And do I uuder stand that the ciscoe and the herring are about the same
value?-A. Per hundred, yes; that is the herring they catch here on the beach;
worth about 8I a hundred, both of them, and that has always been the case,
about the same value, not much difference.

Q. What do you attribute the falling off of the ciscoe to ?-A. I don't know, un-
less it is the amount of net that is put in and overfishing, Lauppose. I don't know
anything else.
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Q. Did all the fishermen engage in ciscoe fishing here a few years ago ; there
seems only a few engaged in ciscoe fishing now ?-A. There are a good many here
now.

Q. Is there no other fishing of any account carried on here except ciscoe and
herring ?-A. Fishing of ail kiods except ciscoe and herring has really become out of
date.

Q. How are the fish shipped to you generally from other places ?-A. In bar-
rets and boxes. They are generally frozen. Fish received by us from the Upper
Lakes are generally packed in ice until the close season commenced, and then they
take some out of the freezers and send them over.

Q. You say you don't know anything much about the nets; the only opinion
you express to prevent the small fish coming into the market so numerously
would be to have larger mesh nets?-A. Yes, the proportion of these small fish
generally in the receipts by me are pretty considerable; they run as low as one-half
pound, both trout and whitefish.

Q. Do you bave to give them away or sell them for lower prices ?-A. A good
many of them don't go for anything; they are unfit for sale when they come here;
the big fish mash the littie fish, and we need a spoon to take them out of the barrel:
they are unfit for use when they get here, they get so mashed up in the ice boxes.

Q. Now, would you like to make any suggestions of your own with regard to
any matters relating to the fisheries that would be conducive to the good of the
fishing industry gencrally ?-A. I don't know, unless you make a proper size mesh
for nets and a right close season ; I don't know anything else to say about it.

Q. Now, will this cover your views: to prevent this destruction and to maintain
the fisheries, that proper sized meshes should be established, and that close seasons
should be made to protect the fish at their spawning times?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you formed any preference in your business between fish taken in gill-
nets and pound-nets?-A. Well, I can't tell much about that.

Q. You say the gill-net catches the fish by the gills, and he dies in the water,
and the pound-net is supposed to keep them alive until they are taken out of the
water ?-A. Wel, I hold to the pound-net; there are a great many fish destroyed
in the gill-nets, and then these fish are not fit for food that have been lying in those
gi-nets for four or five days, whether they are herring or whitefish, or anything
else; and I say that spearing should be done here in the bay, because it is the only
season fish is any good in the bay.

By Mlr. Barris :

Q. Where does the greatest quantity of small fish come from ?-A. I could not
exactly tell you that; they come from Collingwood and Wiarton.

Q. Is it likely these small fish are the fish that the dealers at Collingwood con-
sider unmarketable in American ports and therefore ship them here ?-A. I don't
know; they catch a tremendous lot of small fish in Southampton, and they must
have small nesh nets.

Q. Do you think it is worth while to preserve the black bass?-A. Yes, they
are a gond fish'; any month after lst July, and then on again till lst Maich.

Q. Are there perch in the bay here ?-A. Very few now; there used to be
considerable caught in the herring nets formerly.

Q. Do you ever buy any blue pickerel?-A. Oh. yes. I first began to know
that tish 30 years ago; there used to be lots here; they called them then only
pickerel.

Q. Do you look upon them as an entirely different fish from the wall-eyed
pike?-A. Oh, yes; I never saw any large ones; they were caught in the lake
and the bay as long as 30 years ago. I think the pike did away with them.

Q. There are a great many in Lake Erie, is there not ?-A. Yes. The usual
size of the blue pickerel here is about 2 pounds. They are a marketable, very
sweet fish, worth about 6 cents a pound, and keep well.

Q. You regard it as a very good marketable fish ?-A. Yes.
Q. Do you say the yellow pickerel are gone from here ?-A. Yes, and the blue
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Q. Are your customers as a rule quite ignorant of the habits and conditions of
fish ?-A. Oh, I think so, and they depend on the dealer. As a rule, they don'p
know anything about when they spawn or are fit for use. And the reputation the
dealer has for supplying good fish is betterthan his capital.

Q. Do you think it is the duty of the Fishery Department to make regulations
to prevent the public from getting fish out of season ?-A. Certainly, and everybody
will be the better for it in the long run.

Q. Has the curing and smoking of the ciscoe tended to make the demand for
cured herring greater ?-A. No, I don't think so. Ciscoes are preferred salted to
herring. The ciscoe trade has fallen off very much, but it might not fall off if we
could get them.

Q. Do you think it possible to make any improvement in the curing of the
herring and smoking of then ?-A. No, I don't think so; I think there is onlly one
way to do them, and that is the way they have now.

Q. Do you think the ciscoe is distinct from the herring or whitefish ?-A. Yes.
Q. Do you know anything about the salmon-trout caught up in Lake Huron ?

-A. That is just the trout, not the salmon.
Q. Don't you know the salmon is a distinct fish from the salmon-trout and

were caught at Bondhead, Newcastle and Cobourg, in Lake Ontario ?-A. Yes;
they were caught in the early spring months.

Q. What quality of fish did you call them, a No. 1 ?-A. They did not run very
large, from 5 to 15 pounds, they resembled the salmon of the sea, but they were a
lighter colour ; readily sought for; in great demand; but there are none whatever
to be had now.

FREDERICK COREY sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. Where is your residence ?-A. Burlington Beach; my occupation is a
fisherman of 60 years, and I am a Canadian.

Q. What sort of fishery have you been engaged in ?-A. Whitefish, trout, her-
ring, ciscoes, bass and pike, and other coarse fish, suckers and pickerel.

Q. Where have you fished for these principally ?-A. Well, in Burlington Bay
for the rough fish, but we are deprived of that now.

Q. Do you fish in Lake Ontario, too ?-A. Oh, yes, and in Lake Erie, and a
short time on the peninsula in Lake Huron, at Stokes' Bay. t

Q. What kind of nets have you been using?-A. Draw-nets, or seine-nets in
former years, not lately.

Q. What is the size of the mesh you use in your gill-nets ?-A. Four-inch
extension for catching whitefish.

Q. What do you use for catching salmon-trout ?-A. Well, I haven't fished for
salmon-trout for a good while; we used to fish with hooks and night lines for
salmon-trout; we set them down at Port Credit on the rocks.

Q. What did you use for ciscoe and herring ?-A. Two and three-dighths inch
extension mesh.

Q. And for your coarse flsh that you fished foi, such as bass, pike and pickerel ?
-A. We catch them with the draw-net or seine, same as whitefish net; we used to
catch thousands of them; we used to catch 1,000 pickerel in one day, in 1840, in
the bay, but there are none now, only a few sand pickerel, but I don't fish for them.

Q. What sort of a net do you fish with in Lake Huron ?-A. Gill-nets with
mesbes 5j and 6 inches for trout; for herring 21-inch, both extension measure.

Q. When do you consider the salmon-trout as being in the best condition during
the year?-A. Ail seasons of the year, except from lst October to Ist November.
October is their spawning season.

320



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 10c.) A. 1893

Q. What about the whitefish, sir; what time do you think they are in best
condition ?-A. I think through the summer season, from May tillJuly, and at
spawning time not so good.

Q. When have you found the pickerel to be best ?-A. Well, I never had much
experience in them, though we used to catch them in thousands in the spring-
spawning time-about the last of March or middle of April. Pickerel were always
caught at the spawning season in the bay during that time, and it will also apply to
bass, as that is the time of the year to catch them, and that is the time we catch
pike also.

Q. What about the ciscoe?-A. Well, the ciscoe we catch them in the winter
season; we commence about now for the ciscoos. We consider they are 14est for
curing purposes just about now; they are best from October out, and that is the
only time we catch them. The ciscoe fish are always cured, not used fresh.

Q. Do you ever deal in the catfish line at ail ?-A. Well, we used to catch them
in thousands. We get about a dollar for them a hundred. There arg no catfish
caught here now of any consequence.

Q. Where do you generally market your fish ?-A. In Hamilton, ail here, to
Dixon Bros., who market them in Canada principally, as the market value of the
fish is about the same here as in the United States, generally speaking.

Q. Do you get any whitefish now ?-A. Yes, we get whitefish and we get 6
cents a pound wholesale.

Q. Do you think you are catching some of them now from those planted from
the hatchery ?-A. Yes, sir, and their size will be from 2 to 5 pounds. Wo catch
them starting about the latter part of May to 15th July, in seines with 4-inch mesh,
along the shore at Burlington Beach. *

Q. Are other people catching them there besides yourself ?-A. Only one
other man; more fishing for whitefish with the seines.

Q. Now, when you are in the habit of catching salmon-trout, when do you
consider they are ripest for laying their eggs?-A. They commence about the 1st
October and finish about the last of it. I don't think they spawn much in Novem-
ber, there may be an odd one, but not many.

Q. What about whitefish, sir, spawning?-A. They commence about the 20th
November and finish about 10th December. I think this is the same in Huron as
here and in ail fresh water lakes.

Q. Have you any idea when the bass spawn ?-A. Yes; they make their beds
about the 20th May and spawn about the 1st June. They watch their young until
they come out of the bed.

Q. What about herring spawning ?-A. They spawn about the same time as
whitefish, 20th November to 10th December.

Q. What about the ciscoe's time of spawning ?-A. Ciscoes commence later,
about the last of this month, December, and spawn on till April.

Q. Have you taken any notice when pickerel spawn ?-A. Yes, about the last
March or lst April; only ten days.

Q. Do you know anything about the catfish spawning time?-A. Yes; when
they spawn, they make their holes in the latter end of May and spawn in June and
the young ones run along with them until they get a couple of inches long before
they leave them ; this will be about the last of July before they leave them.

Q. Now, with your experience of fishing, what about the loss of your nets;
when do storms affect you most ?-A. In the months of October, November and
December, and we have lost them ail through the winter with the ciscoe fishing.

Q. Have you lost to any extent ?-A. Oh, yes, we have lost ail our nets some-
times at once. These losses are great at times, losing nets and fish together. Our
farmers along these shores injure us a good deal by throwing apple brush and grape
trimmingsin the water.

Q. Now, with regard to the small and immature fish, I want you to go back to
the time when you caught salmon-trout and whitefish; were there many of these
small fish destroyed then by being brought to shore?-A. Yes, young whitefish.
There was no law to prohibit us fishing with any sized mesh, and we did not know-
the harm we were doing catching small fish, and we caught many thousands that
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we iever used. These thousands were unfit for use. We let them lie on the beach.
I am speaking of50 years ago. The size of the little whitefish we threw away would
not weigh over a quarter of a pound, some half a pound.

Q. What would be the average size of the parent fish in those days ?-A. The
size of the mature fish would run up to 4 pounds.

Q. Where did you sell them?-A. In Hamilton we got for our whitefish in
those days about $3 a hundred fish, and we peddled them through the country in the
back townships, too. They sold at the same rate.

Q. With regard to this law about Sunday close time, how would that affect you?
-A. i will just tell you how. There were quite a few of these summer residents
on the beach, and they would come every night and want me to have one more try
of the seine.

Q. With regard to a seine the law does not now affect you at ail ?-A. We are
not allowed to fish at ail on Saturday evening, nor on Sunday, or until early Monday
mornng.

Q. How would the Sunday close time affect you with regard to gill-nets ?-A.
If we had to lift them on Saturday night that would affect us, they are so far out.
We could not lift our gill-nets to comply with the law without suffering great loss.

Q. What is your view with regard t close seasons for the protection of fish ?-
A. I think it would do to have close seasons if we could get them just the right
time.

Q. How early do you begin to set your gill-nets in the spring, and seine-nets
also ?-A. I don't commence with seines until the last of May ; the gill-nets we
commence earlier in the spring and keep on till June or the latter end of May.
Then we don't s't them down again until the 1st October or latter end of September,
and fish on during the winter.

Q. Your winter fishing consists of catching what ?-A. Ciscoes, and a few
common herring, but ciscoes principally in the gill-nets out in the lake from 5 to 20
miles.

Q. What is the state of the ciscoe fishing now to what it was some few years
ago ?-A. Very few caught just now; very little caught this fail so far; tbis is
about the time though they commence; there was very little caught last fait; very
few caught last fait and so far none this fall.

Q. What might you have caught in forrmer years ?-A. Ciscoes; we used to get
fron 200 to 300 with a pound of thread, that is o300 feet of net; I have known 800
and 900 to be caught in 100 yards of net. Weil, we have not set our nets yet, but
of late years they have fallen off very much ; if we get 50 to a net we do well to the
100 yards.

Q. What do you think was the cause of this falling off ?-A. I think they have
been caught off; too largely caught, with too much net and too much fishing. I
don't think the size of the mesh would have anything to do with getting the fish
away too fast, but catching them in the spawning time would have the effect of
reducing them.

Q. Do the herring hold out as well as ever?-A. They have been pretty good
this fait; herring hold out pretty well.

Q. You spoke of catching salmon-trout in former days with books and after-
wards with gill-nets, what do you say about them, are they in here now at ail ?-
A. Weil, not to make much of a business of, not worth while fishing for; formerly
I have seen 250 caught from 300 books set out; the size of those salmon-trout would
be generally from six to twenty pounds each.

Q. Were these salmon-trout caught ail along the lake at that time?-A. Yes, sir,
ail the year round; they were caught during the whole fishing season with hooks
set out in the lake; they were not caught in those days with gill-nets; the first gill-
nets we used was in 1853; gill-nets were introduced in 1853 for whitefish and
salmon-trout. There was not a large business done catching with gill-nets at that
time; there was just the farmers who introduced them.

Q. The farmers used these nets, did they, and what would they catch with
their nets --A. They had about 44-inch mesh and they caught whitefish, and good
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sized ones, too; they caught lots of whitefish; they did not catch salmon-trout at
this time.

Q. When were those whitefish caught, about what time of the year ?-A. About
the 20th November on the rocks when they were spawning.

Q. Is this ail done away with now ?-A. Nothing of the kind is done; the fish
are all gone, and this a'plies to salmon-trout also.

Q. Is there any bass fishing done here of any consequence ?-A. Nothing only
just in the bay. We used to catch a few through the ice. The fishermen never get
any only through the winter.

Q. The actual fishermen, do you mean ?-A. Yes, sir; there are not many, just
those on Burlington Beach. There would not be over 20 or 25, 20 probably. Of
course there was no great profit in it, and it was sport as well as gain. The rest of
the fishing is done by town people here, who fish in the winter, also in the summer
by trolling.

Q. Rave you taken any observations with regard to artificial breeding; do you
think it has done any service ?-A. I think that is the only way to replenish our
lakes. I have thought theso last few years that it bas done good. The method
produces a greater percentage of fish than is produced by natural means.

Q. What do you call the mo'st valuable fish, all round, in this lake ?-A. White-
fish, then salmon-trout, and the third would be ciscoes, then herring, and then
pickerel will come in. They are a saleable fish because they are large, and of alt
these fish whitefish and salmon-trout have fallen off most.

Q. What do you fish with, what sort of a boat ?-A. We have two different
boats, one 16 feet and one 25 keel. They use three men and various quantities
of nets.

Q. What would you say to 25-foot boat, what net would you use in it ?-A. 45
pounds, or about 4,500 yards. This is fally more than we can conveniently work.
The fair thing for our 24-foot boat would be about 40 or 45 pounds of net, or 4,000
yards.

Q. Have you any suggestions to make yourself?-A. What we want is the close
season for the whitefish and herring and trout about the time I have mentioned. I
know that time is about right, which time for salmon-trout is from the lst October
until the 20th, and for whitefish from the 20th November till the 10th December,
and herring, same time as whitefish, and I think the ciscoe don't want a close season
as there are so few of them.

Q. Have you any other suggestions to make ? What about the mesh of nets ?-
A. I think our herring nets ought to be 2¾-inch mesh; whitefish, we don't use them;
we don't try for whitefish only with the draw-nets or seines, with 2-inch mesh in the
bars or 4-inch extension. Less than this size will kill young fish.

By Mr. Barris:

Q. Did you say that the close season for whitefish should be the 20th November to
10th December; don't you think that is a little late ?-A. No, sir, I don't. I have
tried it so often that I know just when to put my nets down for whitefish; if I want
to catch the male fish, I went there about the 10th and set them down, then about
the 20th the female fish come in, and we catch them from that till the loth Decem-
ber. That was at the Beach; and that was yearly.

Q. Would the fishermen make it pay to fish for herring in December alone, if
there were no ciscoes ?-A. Not the way it has been this year; our principal month
is October and till the middle of November; those are our herring months.

Q. Are the nets more easily carried off and affected by the storms when they
are full of fish ?-A. If the nets are on the rocks they are sure to get cut to pieces.

Q. Were there ever any maskinongé in this bay?-A. No.
Q. Did you ever come in contact with the blue pickerel when you were fishing

in the old days ?-A. I don't understand these blue pickerel; I have seen 50 years
ago, in March, catch from 0 to 200 and 300 in one haul, and there would be some
of them as blue as ever they could be, and others yellow, but I did not see any
difference in the flavour of the fish; they were just the same, only one blue and the
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other yellow; we caught another pickerel we called sand, about 1 pound; those wall-
eyed pickerel I would call them all wall-eyed.

Q. Where have you seen pickerel caught?-A. Burlington Bay and Lake
Ontario.

Q. Do fish change their colours from the water they are in ?-A. Yes, sir,
they do.

Q. If proper close seasons had been established in former years, do you think
we would have plenty of fish yet ?-A. Yes, sir, I think so.
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R E POR T

OF

MR. SAMUEL WILMOT AND MR. EDWARD HARRIS.
Fishery Cominissioners

Appointed by the Dominion Government to inquire into and report upon the description

of nets used, the spawning periods of fish, and other matters connected with the
Fisheries in the various lakes and other waters in the province oj Ontario.

To the Honourable
Sir CHARLES HIBBERT TUPPER,

Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
Ottawa.

SIR,-Your Commissioners submitted a report on the 1st March, 1S93, Part I., on
the fishery matters referred to in the general preamble, which contained the evidence
of numerous fishermen and others taken by your Commissioners up to the closing
in of fishery operations in November and December 1892.

The first report, Part I., besides giving the full minutes of all evideDce taken up
to that time, also contained a synopsis of that evidence for a more ready reference.

There will also be found in the first Report of March, 1893, Part I., under certain
headings numbered one to fourteen inclusive, matters of considerable importance to
which attention is directed, as the several clauses bear in a large degree upon vital
subjects regarding the wolfare of the fishing industries generally throughout
Ontario.

The work of the Commission at the setting in of winter in December 1892 was
indefinitely postponed. In October, 1893, the investigations were again resumed by
first visiting parts of the Bay of Quint4 under directions from the Department.
After completing the evidence submitted there, the Commissioners proceeded to
Lakes Superior and Huron, and held meetings of which timely notice had been
previously given, at the following places: Port Arthur, Thessalon, Gore Bay, Little
Carrent, Killarney and Sault Ste. Marie.

The full minutes of the evidence taken from the fishermen at each of these
places are hereto appended; being somewhat voluminous, a synopsis is given of the
statements made by each fisherman examined for more ready comprebonsion.

Your Commissioners have also attached to this report a précis of the evidence
given by each fisherman regarding his views as to the spawning times of the several
fishes referred to. It will be found in this summary that the variations of time
given by the several witnesses are not so wide apart as to prevent ready conclusions
being come to for establishing proper close seasons for the several kinds of fishes
under consideration.



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 10*.) A. 1893

Your Commissioners now submit this their final report framed upon the
additional evidence taken in Lake Superior, and the North Channels of Lake Huron,
and the Georgian Bay, Sault Ste. Marie, Manitoulin Islands and the Bay of Quinté-
The evidonce tends throughout to confirm the views of your Commissioners as ex-
pressed in their first report of March, 1893, Part I.

2.-CLOSE SEASONS, EVIDENCE OF.

Based upon the general evidence contained in Parts 1. and Il. of this report
certain close seasons for the several descriptions of fish are recommended as being well
adapted for their protection at their spawning times. The conclusions are come to,
from the epitome of the evidence herewith, which gives numerical data in re-
lation to the amount of evidence given in each case, as to the periods in which each
of the species of fish named are engaged in their spawning operations.

This epitome of the evidence regarding the periods in which the several
kinds of fishes deposit their eggs, is here given to substantiate the suggestions which
are offered for the adoption of certain close seasons, as asked for in the letter of
instructions of 29th September, 1892.

Close Season for Sturgeon.

Of the eleven witnesses who gave testimony with regard to sturgeon spawning,
there were:-

4 gave the period between the 15th June and 15th July.
3 do to be in June alone.
3 do do July do
1 do do May do

The Order in Council of May 5th, 1891, which was suspended for the time,
established the close season for sturgeon between the 15th May and 15th July.

If it be considered advisable to re-establish this Order in Council it would not
be far out of the way for covering the spawning time of sturgeon.

If on the other hand any change be considered necessary, then an Order in
Council might be framed for the close season of sturgeon between the 1st of May
and 15th of July.

Close Season for Herrings.

Of the 50 witnesses who gave testimony with regard to the periods in whicb
herrings spawn, the times are as follows:-

42 gave the period for the month of November only.
4 do November and December.
1 do November and January.
1 do November and February.
1 do October and November.
1 do during winter.

The Order in Council of September 22, 1891, which was suspended for the time,
established the close season for herrings between the 15th of October and 30th of
November. The date of the 15th of October was then fixed to correspond with the
close season for salmon-trout, and whitefish established by Order in Council of
September 29th, 1891, it being considered advisable that the same period, 15th of
October to 30th November, should take in these three descriptions of the salmonoid
family, whose characters and habitat were very similar; more especially as the one
could not be fished for without taking some of the others.
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The herring are becoming a very valuable fish for domestic uses, and commerce,
and are therefore entitled to receive thorough protection at their spawning time,
else their final extermination will sooner or later be reached in like manner as
experience bas shown the same result in other cases.

The protection of the herring family will be found to be more far-reaching in
its beneficial results than the mere application of such protection for the mainte-
nance*of the herring itself for domestic and commercial uses. The herring is the
staple food for the sustenance of many other and larger kinds of fishes, which, if cut
off or lessened, will materially affect the growth and condition of the salmon-trout,
pickerel, and other voracions species which invariably frequent the same waters as
the herring.

Under such circumstances it is recommended that the close season for herring
should be established to cover its breeding time, which is so conclusively shown to
be during the whole month of November by the evidence referred to, as well as by
former recommendations from officials in the department.

Close Season for Whitefish.

Of the 104 witnesses who were examined and gave testimony in relation to
the spawning times of whitefish ; taken in the waters of Lake Erie, at Port Dover,
St. Thomas, Leamington and Detroit River; and of Lake Huron, at Sarnia, Goderich,
Southampton; and of the Georgian Bay, at Owen Sound, Meaford, Midland; and of
Lake Superior and north channel of Lake Huron, at Port Arthur, Thessalon, Gore
Bay, Killarney, Sault Sto. Marie; and of the Bay of Quinté, at Belleville, Napanee
and Hay Bay,

93 gave the spawning time to cover the month of November.
7 do do parts of October and November.
3 do do do November and December.
1 do do to take place in October only.

104
The close season as at present established by Order in Council, for protecting

whitefish at the spawning time, is from the lst to the 30th November, both days
inclusive.

It will therefore app ear from the mass of evidence given, and froin former
recommendations, that the month of November bas been properly chosen for the
close season for whitefish, and should be continued; with the further recommenda-
tion that the month of November should be set aside to include whitefish, herrings
and ciscoes.

Close Season for Salmon-Trout.

There were sixty-five persons who gave evidence as to the spawning times of
salmon-trout, they were fishermen and dealers in fish hailing from the fpllowing
fishing centres on Lakes Huron, Superior, Ontario, Simcoe, and the Georgian Bay,
namely: At Sarnia, Goderich, Southampton, Owen Sound, Meaford, Collingwood,
Midland, Barrie, Hamilton, Toronto, Belleville, Napanee, Port Arthur, Thessalon,
Gore Bay, Killarney, and Sault Ste. Marie. Of these sixty-five witnesses, the evi-
dence was that

31 gave the spawning time between 15th and 31st October.
26 do do 15th October and 10th November.

7 do do for the month of November.
1 do do for the month of September.

65
The Order in Council of 29th September, 1891, which was suspended for the

time, establisbed the close season for salmon-trout between the 15th October and
30th November, both days inclusive.
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The close season at present in force for salmon-trout under consolidated Orders
in Council for Ontario of 18th July, 1889, is betweeu the 1st and 30th November,
both days inclusive.

This Order in Council is evidently incorrect and useless for the protection of
salmon-trout at their spawning time, as it is clearly shown by the evidence of the
fishermen themselves, and by previous recommendations, that the actual spawning
time of salmon-trout is almost wholly from the 15th to the 31st of October, and in
some cases running on till the 10th of November.

From this it will appear that for many years past, and prior to the Order in
Council of 18th July, 1889, there has been no proper close season whatever to cover
the spawning time of the salmon-trout which stands second to none other of the
commercial fishes of the great lakes of Ontario; and the fishermen have been killing
this valuable fish indiscriminately at the very time when they were most busily
engaged in laying their eggs; and from this cause may be reasonably attributed the
great falling off in the general catch of salmon-trout in localities where they were
formerly very numerous.

From the evidence as shown and the views above enunciated, it would appear to
be wise to have the Order in Council of 29th September, 1891, now under suspension,
re-established, making the close season for salmon-trout between the 15th October
and 30th November, both days inclusive, in order that this bighly esteemed fish
shall receive proper protection during the spawning time.

Close Season for Pickerel.

Of the thirty-five fishermen who gave testimony in relation to the spawning
times of pickerel (" doré ") in many of the principal waters of Ontario, the follow-
ing was the result:-

24 gave the spawning time to cover the month of April.
7 do do May.
4 do do April and May.

35

The present close season for pickerel ("doré"), as established by Order in Council,
is between the 15th of April and the 15th of May.

This Order in Council doos not take in a sufficiently early period, for pickerel
commence their spawning operations, as stated by some of the evidence very cor-
rectly, "just as soon as the ice breaks up," in order then to meet this case, the close
season should commence for pickerel ("doré") on the 1st April and end on the
15th May.

Close Season for Bass.

The present close season, established May 13th, 1893, for the protection of bass
at the spawning times, is between the 10th of May and 30th of June, both days
inclusive. This appears to be the proper close time for these fish, and should go
remain.

Close Season for Mudcats, Bullpouts, Catfish.

This hitherto somewhat despised fish bas of late years come into great demand
for the American markets, and the mudcat fisheries have in many localities reached
considerable magnitude and commercial importance.

This class of fishes have not hitherto received any consideration or protection
during their spawning times. The general opinion given by those fishermen engaged
in this description of fishing was, as shown by their evidence, that with the view to a
maintenance of the mudcat industry a close season should be established for their
protection at their spawning time. The weight of evidence went to show that a
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close season for mudcats, or mudpouts or bullheads commonly called catfish
(which are all one and the same fish) should be fixed between the lst of May and
the 31st of August in each year; as during this period these fish are either nesting,
laying their eggs, or guarding their broods of young; and it was agreed by all
fishermen engaged in the mud cat business that these fish at this time were un-
wholesome and unfit for human food.

It is therefore recommended that the close season for mudcats be established
by Order in Council between the lst May and 31st August, both days inclusive.

3.-SYNOPSIS OF EVIDENCE TAKEN IN OCTOBElR AND NOVEMBER, 1893.

BAY OF QUINTE.

Daniel Bellknapp. Whitefish spawn from lst to 10th November. They come
into the Bay of Quinté for that purpose about the 15th or 20th October. About the
15th of November they then leave in a body for the lake. They are not in the bay
at other times. Bullheads spawn in June, also bass. All the coarse and predaceous
spring spawning fish are numerous and preponderate largely over whitefish. They
feed upon the eggs of the wbitefish for six months.

Peter Weese. Fishes seines. Begins to catch whitefish about 12th October; used
to fish a good deal on the bars, and found that was the time they were there.
Herring come to spawn after the whitefish; they spawn about the end of November.
Pickerel and mudpouts spawn in May, aliso pike; bass in June. Whitefish come
into the bay to spawn; think the fisheries should be preserved for the people;
caught about 500 pounds weight of fish last season.

Wesley Weese. Fishes with seines and hoop-nets, catches whitefish and herring,
15th to 31st October. Whitefish are most plentiful about 10th November, when
spawning; they come in the bay from the lake expressly for that purpose; they
spawn from 1st to ilth November; herring later; no salmon-trout; pike spawn
as soon as the ice leaves; pickerel, ist May, or as soon as ice leaves the rivers ;
mudpouts in June. His fishery only worth about $8 or $9 a year profit; wants the
department to give longer time to fish to make more money.

Robert McDonald. Fishes seine, gill, hoop and bullhead nets; catches whitefish,
herring, sunfish, pike, perch, and coarse fish; whitefish are in the thick of spawning
lst to 8th November; never saw them spawn before that date; but has seen them
playing by the hour on the bars; they come up from the lake to the bay to spawn;
they come straight for the bars: there are thirty miles of spawning grounds, and
the whitefish come right to the shore; we fish on the breeding grounds; herring
come after the whitefish; whitefish do not remain long after spawning.

George McDonald. Spawning time for whitefish 1st to 10th November; fished
with a seine forty years ago : no close season then; whitefish were scarce forty
years ago and plentiful now.

Samuel Geddes. Fishes, seines and farms; whitefish and herring come into the
bay to spawn about 1st October, and we continue catching them until lst November;
they begin to spawn (whitefish) lst November and end 10th November; whitefish
and herring are as plentiful now as thirty years ago. The department should make
proper regulations to preserve the fish. My fishery produced between $200 and
$400 last fall. Fishes three seines, and the men employed get half.

Henry B. Brickman. Whitefish ready to spawn end of October; whitefish and
herring come into the bay once a year, and then to spawn. Thirty-five dollars was
the value of my catch last season. The nearest point towards the lake that white-
fish are caught in the spring and summer months, is the Gaps.
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Yicholas McDonald. Whitefish close season should be from lst to 10th Novem-
ber; best catch of herring is in November, their spawning time, and there should
be no close season; uses hoop-nets to catch mudcats, pike, suckers, &c.

David Gerow. Fishes seines and hunts at Massassaga Point. Whitefish the most
valuable catch, both in money and quantity; but catches herring, pike, pickerel,
perch, suckers, and some basa and mudcats; herring come next to whitefish; white-
fish spawn lst to 10th November; previous to lst November they are running up
the bay hunting for spawning places; they leave the bay after spawning, and they
cannot be caught after that. The herring come on to spawn after the whitetish
leave. Pickerel spawn as soon as the ice goes. There should be close seasons for
fish at the spawning times; whitefish are as numerous as twenty years ago. It is
the gill-nets, not seines, which destroy the whitefish coming to spawn. Gill-nets
follow them to the bars, but seines cannot. His fishery netted $4.80 last season after
supplying his family and hands paid; bas nothing else to do but hunting, so be
fishes.

William Black, fish dealer and fisherman. Whitefish spawn l0th November;
some earlier, some later; herring a little later ; they are not increasing; whitefish
begin to come in to spawn 12th, 15th and 18th October; pickerel spawn in May;
bass in June; pike increasing; also eels.

Thomas McDonald, fisherman, fished five summers, dating fron 1845. The
small and large whitefish run together in July and August. After August the im-
mature fish go to deep water; and the mature fish collect to spawn, and begin to
spawn lst November. After the 30th November the whitefish leave for deep water.

Felix Mellow, fisherman and farmer, fishes hoop.nets, ctches bullheads, eels and
pan fish. Mudcats spawn in June.

James Pollard, fisherman at Long Reach, fishes gill-nets for whitefish, herring,
pike and pickerel; whitefish come into Hay Bay lst October, and remain until 30th
November, when done spawning. They come from the lake. Herring are only in
the hay in November, they come to spawn. Whitefish were never gilled in herring
nets, with mesh 3j inches. There is a smaller size run of whitefish which spawn
later than the larger ones, and thinks they are a different species.

James Sharpe fishes gill-nets; thinks they should be allowed to catch pickerel
and pike from 15th May to 15th June, as well as at other times, except when
spawning.

Seth Benson, fish dealer, handles about 75 tons; caught in Bay of Quinté; j
whitefish; 1 pan fish, such as perch, rockfish, sunfish and suckers; the balance,
herring, pike, pickerel, coarse fish, &c. There are other shippers, but handles most of
the whitefish. In July and August pickerel are caught in the lake; whitefish begin
to come into the bay lst September, and keep moving up the bay until they leave
about. 15th November, after spawning. Whitefish sell just as well when caught
spawning; medium-sized fish sell for the best prices, but whitefish, large ard small,
sell the same. Thinks good regulations should be made to protect fish in Canadian
waters.

.Nelson Instant fishes whitefish and salmon-trout, gill-nets. Thinks thero
are three kinds of whitefish-large, medium and small. The fish 2 pounds and over
begin to come in lst September to spawn in the bay; the small kind stay ont and
do not come into the bay. Begins to catch whitefish and trout as soon as the ice
goes out. Fishes in Lake Ontario. Thinks whitefish and salmon-trout should not
be caught going to and coming from their breeding grounds.

Thomas -Howard. Fishes a 4Î-inch mesh for whitefish only; whitefish come in
the upper gap, and then go up and down the bay to spawn; these fish should not be
caught in sþawning time, and the present close season is correct. The month of
November.
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George Lindsay. Fishes hoop-nets; catches pickerel and base, also a full line of
coarse fish, bullheads, eels, suckers and pan fièh, &c.; mudeats average three to the
pound cleaned and dressed. Sets nets in January and stops 15th April; begins
again in October and fishes to end of the year. Mudeats are in best condition from
middle of Marih to lst May; they spawn in June and eggs hatched out in July; the
male and female make a nest, guard the eggs until hatched and protect the young
until August; the horns are then grown and the young are safe from predaceous
fish. There would be 150 to 200 to a nest. The black water snake is their worst
enemy. Where the water is warm the spawning fish are not fit for the marketuntil
October. The close season should begin 1st May, not 15th April, for these fish.
One man can attend to five or ten hoop-nets. Bullheads, catfish and mudeats are
the same fish; the channel cat is a different fish, they go in deeper and cleaner
water.

William Davey gives the same evidence as Lindsay.

Thomas Vanorder fishes whitefish gill-nets and pickerel nets. Pickerol spawn
as soon as ice leaves, in April; and we catch them in March going to spawn.
Whitefish spawn about 15th November, and are done by the 25th. After spawning
they leave. Salmon-trout do the same; abont three weeks after spawning they are
caught in the gap going to the lake; coming from the lake they get to thegap about
the middle of July, and then work up into the bay to spawn. There is 100 feet to
150 feet of water in the gap, and whitefish congregate there intending to spawn.
They are all in the bay for spawning 10th or 15th October; they then look for the
bars and shallows, spawn and return to the lake. There are three kinds of white-
fish-the whitefish proper or large sort which come in to spawn, and two smaller
kinds which if they spawn at all spawn in deep water. It will be to the interest of
the fishermen to have fish proteeted during spawning. If the 5-inch mesh as a
minimum comes in force for whitefish, fishermen could not live.

Milo Parks. Fish are not as plentiful, barely half. Killing the fish while spawn-
ing bas much to do with it.

Charles Parks. Blackbass and pickerel are about extinct, as compared with
former years.

PORT ARTHUR, LAKE SUPIRIOR.

W. C. Dobbie, merchant, formerly fishery overseer. The larger salmon-trout
and whitefish come to the shores about the close of navigation. The medium and
smaller fish are caught during the summer, a 4½ to 5-inch mesh is then used, and
from 5-inch to 6-inch in fall. The 10-pound and 12-pound fish are usually taken in
October, November and beginning of Lecember; most of the salmon-trout spawning
is done from 15th October to 10th November. The red salmon-trout come in later.
The close season for salmon-trout in Lake Superior should be from 1!>th to 20th
October until lst November. They begin to congregate and are in the most con-
centrated form about 15th October. Whitefish spawn from 25th October until 10th
November. It is contrary to the laws of nature that fish should be fit for food
while spawning. The fishing is getting further off all the time from here. The
fisherinen keep moving to new grounds. Herrings are plentiful but are of no
account in this lake.

John Maloney. Fishes pound and gill-nets. Whitefish are caught in pound-nets
in June and July, and salmon-trout in September and October in gill-nets. The
trout thon average 10 pounds or 12 pounds. Whitefisb begin to come in about 20th
to 25th October, and move out from the shore 10th to 12th November. Trout come
in to spawn during the monthe of September and October. Both salmon-trout and
whitefish are in better condition before the spawning time. After spawning they
are soft and flabby. There is, however, no difference in price, they sell just as well,
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they are sent to the United States. Yellow pickerel (wall-eyed pikel are caught.
Catches suckers, they eat the trout eggs, but we let them go, we can't sell them.
Fish have fallen off from over-fishing and the close season not being the right time.
The close season for whitefish should be from 20th October.to 10th November. Trout
are ripe for spawning Oth September and spawn to 30th October. Lake Superior
pound-net pots have 3.inch mesh. A 2-pouid trout will go through, and a 11-pound
to 1½-pound whitefish. Pound-net fish are always good and fresh. If gill-net fish are
stale they are salted. The drowned fish from the gill-nets are sold at a reduced
price, when prevented from lifting the gill-nets, there are a lot of bad ones which
are thrown away. Prefers pound-nets as there is no waste as in gill-nets. 4¾-inch
mesh is the largest that can be used in gill-nets for whitefish. Does all bis gill-net
fishing in December. Has seen a number of hoop-nets but does not use them. This
is a good fishing bay but there are too many suckers eating the spawn.

Renry Servais, fishes pound-nets 3i-inch, pot and gill-nets 4¾-inch, and a 6-inch
mesh trout net for late in the fall. There are three runs of trout from 15th Septem-
ber to 1st November. Catches whitefish in June and July in pound-nets. No gill-
nets are put down in the summer months; that fishing is done in the fall and win-
ter. Very few whitefish are caught in a 5-inch mesh, it does not seem to work. We
do not fish our 6-inch trout nets at the same time we fish a 4Î whitefish net. The
December fishing is done with a 4½ and 5-inch mesh. The trout come in earlier
than whitefish and begin to spawn lst October. For the Thunder Bay section
whitefish corne in to spawn 20th to 25th October and are engaged in spawning
until 10th or 12th November-that is the bulk of them. Has caught whitefish
having eaten spawn and mixed up in their stomachs with gravel. Salmon-trout
concentrate for spawning 15th to 20th September; they go out again and return to
spawn from 1st to 10th October, the bulk of them at the end of October. June,
July and August are the principal months for catching pickerel. They are caught
on muddy bottoms in Black Bay, Nepigon Bay and such places. They spawn in
the early months. Pickerei average 3 pounds to 4 pounds. Whitefish have fallen
off, not trout. The great destruction of fish and waste took place several years
since when much irregular fishing and waste was permitted. Gill-nets are more
destructive than pound-nets. There is great waste in gill-nets. Deep water fishing
in Lake Superior does not pay. Sturgeon spawn before June, they are caught in
June, July and August. Herrings are in great numbers, they spawn in November,
it does not pay to fish for them. A 2 pound whitefish will pass throught my 34 pot
net; a I¾ pound fish would get through without hurting himself. A 2j pound trout
would get through this mesh; a 1¾ to 2 pound whitefish will pass through a 4î
gill-net mesh; a gill-net catches a smaller fish than a pound-net with same sized
mesh for it catches herrings and a pound-net will not. A 2 pound fish will pass
through a 5-inch gill-net mesh if not tangled up. Trout are often caught by the
teeth. Thinks a 3 pound trout would pass through a 5-inch gill-net mesh; our
pound-net pots are 3j inches after tarring, the effect of tarring by shrinkage is
greatly exaggerated. Whitefish and trout as a rule do not frequent the same
localities. It would not pay to fish these waters with a 4-inch pot. All our pound-
nets are out of the water by 1st November, the weather forces it. There is a re-
sistance in a pound-net which allows a large sized fish to pass through. Gill-nets
hang loose. A 4-inch pot would not catch enough in this lake to pay the license;
4î-inch is as large as this lake will stand for gill-nets.

E. J. Nuttall. Fishes pound-nets in summer; gill-nets in fall and winter;
pound-net mesh 3Î inches, and some 4 inches in pot. The 4-iuch is useless; 3¾-inch
is too big; î of an inch makes a big difference in a pound-net. Was a new beginner
and overseer recommended those sizes; would not now take out a license for a 4-inch
pot; uses 4¾-inch gill-nets in December, January and February for whitefish; very
few trout; also catches pickerel, sturgeon, suckers, pike, ling, &c. Salmon-trout
spawning is about done last week in October; whitefish come in to spawn end of
October; cannot set nets before pickerel have spawned; close season for salmon-
trout should be 15th to 31)th October; whitefish 20th October to 15th November;
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would like a close season from 15th October to 15th November; herrings are a curse
to us in the gill-nets; we have an awful time with them; they are worthless and a
nuisance; there is no sale for them, and the lake is full of them; sells everything to
the American fish company ; we have to take just what they have a mind to
give us.

J. R. Walker. Fished as far back as 1848, first in Lake Ontario, then in Geor-
gian Bay and Lake Huron, and finally here. In November we used to catch thrce
tons of whitefish at a haul of a seine in Lake Ontario ; the fish were then concen-
trated for spawning; fish are perfectly good within twelve days of spawning; they
feed up in ten days after spawning; seines are the most destructive on immature
fish. The great increase in pound-nets in these waters began after the opening of
the Canadian Pacific Railway, about five years ago; the decrease in the fish was very
apparent before that.

THESSALON.

Thomas Strain. Fishes pound-nets, 4-inch pot, gill-nets 4j and 4¾ inches;
catches whitefish, trout, pickerel, sturgeon, and some coarse fish; ail fish taken to
the States in tugs and steamers. Whitefish spawn middle of November; some
earlier; some later. Salmon-trout come on the shoals 1st October to spawn. Pound-
nets are best for fishermen and the public ; approves a 4-inch mesh in pots. Close
season for whitefish should be 15th November to 15th December. The close season
for trout should be in October. Suckers are plentiful. Coarse fish are taken in
hoop-nets here.

Laurie King. Pound-net mesh of 4 inches large enough; could not make a
5-inch pay. The fishing has been ruined within twelve years. Fished twelve years
ago with 4¾ and 5-inch mesh, and the 4¾ inch would catch double the number the
5-inch would. Formerly there were but ten days' close season. No close season is
required for saimon-trout, as the winds will protect them. Pound-nets are now ail
out of the water; would not take out a license if the pot was 4½ inches.

James B. Dobbie. Formerly a fieberman; fished pound-nets, 4-inch pots. Fish
taken to States. No entries made on departure or arrivai of boats. No duties paid.
Whitefish spawn about middle of November; some earlier; some later; saimon-
trout about middle of October. The old close season of ten days was pretty nearly
right. The great catch of fish is in the early summer months; they are then better
for food and more marketable. Gill-nets are hardest upon the fisheries. There is
room for more fishing in certain localities. Fish are driven away by refuse of pulp
Wood and rafting logs. No effort is made to catch coarse fish. Herrings are plen-
tiful, but fishermen do not want them.

John Sullivan. Fishes pound and gill-nets. All fish caught sold to Americans.
Whitefish spawn largely about 15th November, taking ten days. Salmon-trout from
mniddle to end of October. There is no occasion to change mesh in pound or gili-
nets-that is 4-inch pots, 4i-inch gill-nets.

David Bellrose. Fishes pound-nets, 4-inch mesh. Whitefish come on the shore
for spawning about 15th November. In former days the great catch was while
spawning. Salmon-trout spawn latter part of October; some in Novembei. Fish
have fallen off, but whitefish most.

Stephen Fourchette. Fishes gill-nets in Lake Huron, and pound-nets in the
North Channel. Gill-nets have 4½, 4t and 4finch mesh. Whitefish spawn in two
runs, lst and 15th November. Salmon-trout come into the bay beginning of October
and spawn in ten days. Another run of outside trout spawn 15th to 30th October.
Pound-nets are best for the fishing industry; 4 or44-inch pot in Lake Winnipeg is
about the same as a 4-inch in Georgian Bay. They tish with a 5-inch mesh in Win-
nipeg, and the fish are largely gilled. If the whitefish are gilled in a pound-net they
spoil sooner than in .a gill-net. A 4i-inch pot in Winnipeg would be about right.
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The best catch of whitefish is about beginning of May. A larger mesh than 4 inches
would not do for pots here.

Abraham King. Fishes for Reeves, of Grant Island, who bas fifteen boats, four
tugs, and a great number of pound and gill-nets. There should be no close seasons.
The Government should build hatcheries and not have cruisers; we are too near the
Americans; they can fish right along and we can't; American fishermen used to
come to our waters and set sixty or seventy gill-nets and catch 6,000 pounds to 7,000
pounds at a haul in our close season, and we are not permitted to fish. This was
three or four years ago.

GORE BAY.

William W. Ilolden. Fishes pound-nets, 4-inch pot. Sells to the Buffalo fish
company, who call for them with their tugs. The principal whitefish spawn in
November. Salmon-trout come in to spawn 5th to loth November, and leave fbr
deeper water about the 25th. They sometimes come in the end of October.
Herrings are plentiful, but not fished for. They are smaller than in Lake Erie;
could not use larger than a 4-inch pot; a trout of 3 pounds or 3j will go through a
4-inch pot, also a 2-pound w.hitefish, but many will be taken. The average size of
whitefish is 2j pounde ; salmon-trout average 4 pou nds ; pound-nets are best; in gill-
nets many fish die, and are unfit for the market. Nets all out by lt .November;
would not fish a 4i-inch pot.

Angus Matthewman. Fishos gill-nets for Reeves of the American company; hias
seen six or seven nets catch more fish in 186 than are caught with thirty-five in
1893; no need of a close season if hatcheries are buitt.

John Lapointe. Fishes by the month; whitefish corne in to spawn always in
November; salmon-trout somewhat earlier, towards the middle or end of October;
both fish are much scarcer than they were ten years ago; gill-nets are much more
destructive than pound-nets; there were a couple of hundred gill-nets lost this fall,
and all the fish in them wasted.

James Purvis. Fishes in North Channel at Duck Island and south side Mani-
toulin; sells to Buffalo company; whitetish spawn 10th to 28th November; salmon-
trout end of October and in November; herrings are plentiful, but not caught: no
market tor them. Whitefish are not plentiful as in former years; would prefer
pound-nets to gill-nets; would want fifteen to twenty pound-nets to give up his
15,000 yards of gill-nets. The expense of lifting 10,pound-nets about the sarne as
lifting two.

James Noble. Fisherman and fish dealer; fishes gill-nets; a whitefish of 2
pounds will pass through a 41-inch gill-net mesh, and a salmon-trout of 3 pounds.
Whitefish spawn in November; salmon-trout a littie earlier, but nearly the same.
Herrings are pientiful, but not caught; whitefish have fallen ofl; salmon-trout,
pickerel and sturgeon are about the same; pound-nets are less destructive than gill-
nets; recommends 4-inch for pots, and 4j for gill-nets.

KILLARNET.

Thomas Boyton. Fished gill-nets, 4j inch mesh. The Buffalo Fish Company do
almost all the trade here. Whitefish corne in to spawn from 8th to 20th November;
they then leave. Salmon-trout come in to epawn from 25th of October to 15th of
November; pickerel spawn f rom 15th April to 15th May; herring spawn in Novem-
ber; base about June. These fish come into the bays and on reefs and shoals at the
times above mentioned to lay their eggs. .They are not found at these places at any
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other time, except an odd one. Fishormen do not fish for any of the above fish at
the places mentioned, in the summer time. In 1857 there was no close season. The
5-inch gill-net mesh is of no use in the summer.

Ned Fourcheau. Fishes gill-nets, 7i-inch mesh; some larger. Present white-
fish close season is right. Salmon-trout spawn a little earlier; prohibited from
fishing trap-nets, which he fully describes.

James Noble. Fish dealer; firm of J. C. Noble; fishes gill-nets. The 5-inch
mesh was not sufficiently profitable. The 4j-inch takes more of the smaller fish.
Catches trout and whitefish; ships to the Buffalo company, but supplies the Cana-
dian Pacifie Railway steamers. The Buffalo company have two tugs which they
send around to gather the fish from other companies in these waters. We gather
our own; acts as a general supply bouse for the fishermen ; does not expect a con-
tinuance of their business, as there is a considerable decrease in the fisheries; thinks
strong measuros should be brought to bear to protect the fisheries, otherwise the
formerly great fisheries in this section must soon pass away. Fishing might bo
judiciously diminished. Shore whitefish lay their eggs -early in November; what
are called gill-net whitefish spawn on muddy bottoms in deep water at the end of
November into Decembe; salmon-trout come to the shore and reefs about 15th
October, and lay eggs until 20th November. Trout are sometimes caught in con
siderable quantities on these shoals in Deoember. lerring should have a close
season in lNovember. The trade in this fish is just commencing; even the coarse
fish require protection. Trap-nets might be used under licenses, as -they will be
fished with any way. Pound-nets should be more generally fished in the G+eorgian
Bay. Fishermen could not stand a 5-inch mesh now, not if they were given three
years to make the change. They would not take out licenses. Four-inch is the
proper pound-net pot mesh. As fish become scarcer many fishermen will be obliged
to give up fishing; in that case the fisheries will get into botter hands; those per-
sons will thon take greater interest in preserving the fisheries.

Nelson Karman. The fishing trade was at its height on the north shore of the
Georgian Bay in 1885, the fisheries had then been depleted in Collingwood Bay, and
the fishermen came north. Whitefish come in to spawn about 1lth November, and
continue on the shoals about ten days. Salmon-trout come on about 15th October;
pickerel 15th April. lt is of the greatest interest to all gill-net fishermen to pre-
serve the fisheries by all judicions means. If the fishermen on the south shore of
the Georgian Bay were restricted to their own side, they would give up fishing
altogether. There was good fishing on the south shore atone tirne, but it was fished
out. Whitelish close season should be the whole of November; October fishing is
for trout, not whiteflsh. Trap-nets might be introduced into these waters to catch
coarse fish. Trapu would become nulmerous if they were licensed. Twenty or more
have been taken or burned during the paut season. If a man got a certain district,
ho would look after it and prevent others from fishing bis grounds.

George Larouche. Fishes gill and pound-nets, gill-nots, 5 inches and 4î and 4¾-
inch meshes; pound-net pot 4-inch. Whitefish spawn from the 17th to the 20th of
November; some earlier; some later. Pickerel spawn from April to June.
Fish are scarcer; they and the suckers destroy the spawn; the present close
season for whitefish is rig ht; salmon-trout spawn 15th to 20th October: fish
die in gill-nets in considerable numbers and are thrown away. The pound-net is the
best and safest for the fishermen, the fish are taken alive and go to the market in
botter condition; they are beginning to soli herring now ; they are caught at Bad
]River and should now ho protected at spawning time; it would be all right if the 5-
inch mesh were put in force; were two years, time given to use up the 2j web ;
licenses should be granted for pound-nets wherever practicable to fish them; does
not know any place where trout and whitofish have increased.

Joseph Rocque, fishes gill-nets 4½ mesh, whitefish begin to spawn early in Nov-
ember; salmon-trout about one week earlier; pickerel spawn in April, bass in June,xv
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herringspawn same ag whitefish. For catching coarse fish the trap-net is the best,
the mesh should be 2½ inches ; two men could fish 20 trap-nets ; should be allowed
tofish present gill-net mesh for two years to use them up before any change ismade.

Adolphus Martin. Fishes gill-nets 4½ meshes ; whitefish spawn about the 15th
November and come into the shoals about 25th October; salmon trout about two
weeks earlier ; they only come to spawn and are not on the reefs and shoals at any
other time ; pickerel spawn about 25th April and in some places not until May; if
the 5-inch mesh comes into force two seasons should be allowed to use up the pre-
sent nets ; salmon-trout and whitefish do not spawn on same grounds; gill-nets aie
usually set on the bars where whitefish spawn and just before the close season begins.

SAULT STE. MARIE.

Nelson Couture. Fishes pound-nets in North Channel, Georgian Bay; sells for
shipment to the States; the fishermen were frightened this season and did not catch
immature fish ; whitefish are best in June, July and August: when spawning in
November, they are soft and lean and feverish; they are not good, whitefish spawn
from 1st to 15th November, some before some after; salmon-trout spawn 20th
October to 10th November, pickerel begin to spawn 15th April and another run 1st
May till about 15th May ; a 4-inch pot will allow a 2-pound whitefish to escape,
same with salmon-trout ; a penalty should be inflicted on dealers for purchasing and
selling immature fish ; fish dealers will not buy our coarse fish so long as they can
get whitefish and trout of any size ; sets out pound-nets 15th May, best catch of
whitefish end of June to middle of July ; this year the fishing failed, September and
October are the best fishing months for salmon-trout, only a few are caught in the
spring months ; the coarse fish here are pike, mullet, suckers, ling perch, channel
cats, mud-pouts, &c., does not fisb for them ; poor people with families should be
allowed hoop-nets to catch fish for food and sale.

William Kimball. Fishes gill-nets, 41-inch mesh, in Georgian Bay and
North Channel; ail fish go to the States; the large whitefish spawn 10th to 20th
November, some earlier, some later; the smaller fish about 20th November; the
largest run of salmon-trout (and the largest flsh) begins 15th October; they have
done spawning and leave about the 25th October, some earlier, some later; the
smaller salmon-trout come in later and spawn until 15th November; herrings are
abundant in Lake Superior; there is no demand for them and they are not worth
catching; they spawn in November; the smaller salmon-trout will spawn in 10 and
15 fathoms ; fish have fallen off, caused by waste improvidence and irregularities of
former years; certain fishery reserves might be set apart (see evidence); thinks the
department should prevent American influence controlling the fisheries; if the 5-inch
mesh were enforced it would do much harm; 4î would be about fair.

Joseph Ganley, of the firm of Ainsworth & Ganley. fishermen and dealers;
fishes in Lake Superior; pound-nets, 4-inch pot; gill-nets, 4j; the smaller whitefish
come on to spawn in two to 20 fathoms of water, about 5th December; spawn about
20th December and then scatter out; the larger whitefish come on the shoals about
20th November and lay eggs until end of November and then leave ; the large fish
are the more valuable.

There are two runs of salmon-trout, 20th to 25th Septembor, in shallow water,
and smaller trout 18th to 28th November, and spawn in 25 to 40 fathoms of water;
recommends a close season for whitefish and deep-water trout, from 15th November
to 1st January; the large salmon-trout should have no close season; if a hatchery
is established there should be no close season for large whitefish; suckers destroy
vast quantities of eggs; gill-nets more destructive than pound-nets; nothing larger
than a 4-inch pound-net pot can be fished; in gill-nets 4j is right; Americans fish
and trespass in our waters and laugh at us.
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Anqus McLeod. Knows 100 miles north shore Lake Superior; fishes gill-nets,
mesh 4½ and 4Î; sells to Ainsworth & Ganley; deep-water salmon-trout spawn 1st
Novem ber and on for ten days; the big salmon-trout spawn near the shores the last
ten days of November; Americans trespass in our waters and fish during the close
season.

James Garratt. Fishes in Lake Superior; bas also fished in Lakes Huron and
Michigan; fishes gill-nets; brought the 5-inch mesh from Lake Huron; it did not
answer in Lake Superior, the fish being smaller; sells wholly to Ainsworth &
Ganley; whitefish spawn 20th November, some earlier, some later; salmon-trout
the sane as whitefish, except the large trout, which come in earlier; they only
come to the shoals and shores for spawning purposes; they are only caught in those
places in the fall; if the same practices are carried on in Lake Superior as were done
at Alpena and Lake Michigan, the fisheries will play out; the American waters
being fished out we all came up here to try our luck; we must have close seasons,
proper sized mesh and hatcheries.

Joseph Wilson. Was fisbery overseer twenty-five years, customs officer forty-
three years; attributes the decline in the fisheries largely to irregularities and im-
provident fishing in the past; wherever the fishermen found the fish, there they
went in a body; the Georgian Bay fishermen fished wherever they pleased; it is
much easier for an overseer to watch pound-nets than gill-nets; any competent over-
seer should be able to watch pound-nets and prevent illegal fishing; it is very diffi-
cult to watch gill-nets; pound-nets take coarse fish and they should be caught as
well as the finer sorts; this would be beneficial to the fisheries; the Canadian fish-
ermen cannot,as a rule,afford to send their fish to the American market,unless they
fish on a large scale; the Americans have done the carrying trade as well as fur-
nishing the supplies to Canadian fishermen.

William McLeod. Fishes at Pilot Harbour; uses gill-nets 4Î mesh, finds it
answer his purpose quite as well as the 4j mesh; a 5 inch mesh is to large; the finer
twines have a tendency to catch the smaller fish. The large rock trout are taken
when they come on the shoals in September and October to spawn, and are eaught
in the summer-time in 20 or thirty fathoms or more; sells his fish for 2½c per lb.
dressed; the large trout bring ½c less, being caught late in the fall coming to spawn;
sells to Ainsworth and Ganley, their tugs take them direct to the American Sault
for distribution in the States; whitefish and salmon-trout only come in from deep
water to lay their eggs. The fishermen are in danger of having their industry
ruined. Hatcheries; better guardianship ; regulation of meshes; and proper close
seasons must now be attended to. If these things are not done and quickly too, the
waters will be fished out; our fishermen not only sell their fish, but seli themselves
and their licenses to benefit American dealers.

Thomas H. Tretheway is a mining engineer; gill-nets usually measure 4j inches
in the mesh, this is about right if adhered to; fish are all sold to American dealers.
American boats take all the Port Arthur fish to Duluth, and at the end of the lake
to the American Sault.

Whitefish spawn latter end of October and in November. Salmon-trout begin
to spawn 15th October. Fishing should be permitted in winter in any reserves.
Pickerel, pike, perch, suckers, and the general run of coarse tish should be caught,
they live on the young of other fish; suckers are spawn-eaters.

James Gauley. Fishes in Lake Superior with 4 gill-net, and 4î at Lizard Island
for whitefish and the small deep water salmon-trout. Whitefish came in to spawn,
about the 25th November and spawn up to the 10th December; the smaller white-
fish come in the middle of December to spawn and lay eggs for two weeks. At Lizard
Island trout come to the shore about the 25th October and lay eggs to 5th November;
they all come from the deep water and return after spawning; herrings are abundant,
we do not catch them.
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Michael Neville. Fishes in Lake Superior with 41-inch gill-net; salmon-trout are
ripe for spawning 25th September; whitefish 25th November to 15th December.
The fish have fallen off in size and numbers.

Frank Scott. Fished a 5-incb mesh, but now fishes a 4j; it will catch more and
smaller fish; fishes in Lake Superior; whitefish come in to spawn 18th to 20th
November, and spawn until 10th or 12th December. Salmon-trout begin to spawn
5th October, and keep on for three weeks. There are too many nets fishing through
the whole of the spawning time; honest fishermen had no protection until of late;
fishermen feel the reduced catch very severely; gets the same price for large and
small fish; we fish on the shoals for trout and whitefish while spawning, about three
miles out; if the 5-inch mesh is introduced, we will have to give it up, as we can
barely live now using a 4½-inch. It won't be long, if the fisheries go on decreasing,
before we will have to go semewhere else.

James Glanville. Fishes on Fresh Island, North Channel, with pound-nets,
4½-inch in pot; catches sturgeon, whitefish, trout, pickerel, bass, suckers, mullet,
channel cats, pike, &c.; ail go to the States. Whitefish spawn all through Novem-
ber; they are easily caught there; salmon-trout come in earlier, about the middle
of October , but mostly spawn at the end of October; they spawn in three or four
feet of water ; all the various kinds of salmon-trout mentioned by fishermen are one
and the same kind; pickerel spawn about lst May. Fish have decreased in num-
bers; the mischief was done in the puat. The fishery regulations are better enforced
now. Takes pound-nets out of the water last week in October, when the gill-net
fishermen come to the shoals in October for trout; they do not catch whitefish;
the whitefish are then in deep water.

Peter Calgiosgie (Indian.) Fifteen or twenty years ago could catch plenty of
whitefish in the Soo rapids; they are nearly ail gone now; a few smail ones left;
hardly worth fishing for. Formerly the whitefish caught here were very large;
whitefish spawn the whole of November; salmon-trout begin to spawn 15th October,
and spawn till 15th November.

4.-SPAWNING SEASONS.

A synopsis of the evidence given by the fishermen and others in relation to the
spawning times of fishes-collected from the minutes of proceeding taken in Novem-
ber and December 1892, also in October and November, 1893.

LAKE ERIE-PORT DOVER.

W. H. Ansley. Whitefish, ripe in November; herrings, 15th November to 15th
December; sturgeon June and July.

Frank Jackson. Whitefish, 15th October to lst December; herrings, June and
February; bass, between lt and 15th June.

Captain E. S. Allen. Whitefish, lst to 10th November; herring, later on; basa
in June, pickerel in April.

W. F. Tibbits. Herring spawn in winter, whitefish end of November.

David Low. Whitefish in November.

James Low. Whitefish, 10th to 15th November,

ST. THOMAS.

C. C. Bates. Whitefish and herring in November.

William Cudney. Whitefish and herring in November.
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A. C. Brown. Whitefish, latter part of November; pickerel in April.

W. G. Emery. Whitefish and herring spawn in November; blue pickerel in
April and May.

Daniel Lang. Whitefish, 10th November till December; herring, end Novem-
ber till January; pickerel in April.

William Backhouse. Whitefish, end of November; herring the same; blue and
yellow pickerel in March and April, according to season; sturgeon spawn chiefly
in July and June.

Benry Swan. Whitefish latter part of October and in November; berring the
same ; blue and yellow pickerel in April.

John Ellison. Whitefish, 15th to 20th November; herrings later, until January;
pickerel spawn in April.

LEAMINGTON, ESSEX COAST.

W. H. Black. Whitefish and herring, 15th November; pickerel March or
April.

W. D. Bates. Whtefish and herring are in the height of spawning 25th
November; bass 24th May to 15th June.

Ira Loop. Whitefish, 20th November to 1st December; herring same; sturgeon
20th June to 1st July ; bass same.

Gilbert DeLaurier. Whitefish commence 15th November; herring the same;
sturgeon early in July; pickerel end of March or early in April.

William Grubb. Whitefish 20th to 30th November; herring the same.

Phillip DeLaurier. Bass spawn June 20th through July.

Henry Hébert. Whitefish 18th November or earlier; sturgeon in May.

Henry Smith. Black bass spawn lst June through July.

John DeLaurier. Whitefish 18th to 26th November and before and after;
herring, October and November; black bass Ist June; pickerel in May; sturgeon
in June.

DETROIT RIVER.

Noah Jolie. Whitefish, 15th November; some after, some before; herring
later than whitefish; sturgeon, in spring; spawn mostly in June.

Remi Laframboise. Whitefish in November.

Daniel Maloche. Whitefish, 12th to 20th November.

J. W. Post. Whitefish, 20th November. Herring, 13th to 17th November, and
on to December; pickerel as soon as ice leaves; maskinongé in spring ; sturgeon
more freely in June and July.

John A. Burton. Whitefish, lst November; herring later; sturgeon latter
part of July; pickerel done by 1st April.

Joseph Maloche. Wh itefish commence to run to Detroit River 10th October;
spawn in November; herring spawn same time as whitefish.
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Joseph Allen.-Whitefish, 10th November; some before, greater part after.
The bulk from 18th to 20th November; herrir.g the latter part of hovember;
sturgeon particularly in June.

Charles Gauthier.-Bulk of sturgeon spawn 15th June to 15th July; white-
fish from 1st November ; herring, later.

LAKE HURON.

Sarnia.

Marquis A. Hitchcock.-Pickerel, 15th April; herring, ripe in November and
December; sturgeon in July.

John Lang.-Salmon-trout in November, ripe latter part of October; white-
fish in November; herring, October and November, spawned out in November.

GODERICH.

John Cragie.-Whitefish, 10th November; salmon-trout, 1st November.

James Clarke.-Salmon-trout, beginning of November, some earlier; big trout
15th October; whitefish in November.

Capt. James Inkster.-Salmon-trout from September until November; herring
from 15th November until 15th December.

BH. W. Ball.-Herring, Tst November till December; pickerel done by 15%h
May; bass done by 15th June; salmon-trout ripe 27th October; whitefish ten daye
later.

Malcolm McDonald.-Whitefish, 15th to 20th November; salmon-trout, earlier.

SOUTHAMPTON EVIDENCE.

Donald McCauley.-Salmon-trout came in to spawn through October, and
earlier, and later about 15th October; and spawn to 8tb or 10th November; white-
fish spawn all through November.

Malcolm McKenzie.-Whitefish and salmon-trout spawn all through November.

Daniel McCauley.-Salmon-trout in November; whitefish later in November.

Finlay McLennan- lerring in latter part of October and November.

Dougal McAuley.-Salmon-trout, 10th November; whitefish later in November.

GEORGIAN BAY.

Owen Sound Evidence.

Captain Dunn.-Salmon-trout latter part of October and in November; white-
fish i ater in November.

James Telford.-Whitefish and salmon-trout spawn end of October.

Robert McKnight.-Whitefish throughout November.
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John McKenzie.-Salmon-trout, 15th September to 15th October.

James Pilgrim.-Salmon trout, ripest time 10th November; whitefish, 20th
November to lst December.

Gilbert Peter Mclntosh.-Salmon-trout and whitefish spawn 10th November,
the hottest time.

Adam H. Stephen.-Salmon-trout 28th October to 5th November; whitefish
20th November through December.

John lelson.-Salmon-trout, first run 1st October to 20th October.

John McCrae.-Salmon-trout. 20th to 25th October.

Alexander McPhee.-Speckled-trout, some as early as September.

BARRIE.

John Eines.-Salmon-trout ripest lst October; close season for salmon-trout
and whitefish should begin 1st October; brook-trout 1st September.

MIDLAND EVIDENCE.

Albert Butchins.-Whitefish, heat of spawniL*ng 15th to 20th November, con-
gregate about 20th October; salmon-trout, end of October.

Charles W. Phillips.-Catfish spawn in June; close season should be 15th
May to lst September; maskinongé spawn a little later than pike; bass 15th
June to 15th Jaly; pickerel in May; sAlmon-trout, 1st to 15th November; white-
fish same time.

Samuel Fraser.-Samon-trout 15th October to 15th November; bass in May
and June, also maskinongé; herring largely in November about the same as white-
fish, which spawn later than salmon-trout; pickerel in April, as soon as the ice
breaks up; mud-pouts in June.

J. A. Smith.-Salmon-trout, 15th to 20th October, on into November; large
black trout ripest 10th 12th October; pot-guts about the same, but spawn in deep-
er water, not on the shoals ; whitefish, ripest 10 to 12th November, a little later
than salmon-trout and take longer to spawn; herring in November; bass in April
and May and on into June, they guard their spawning beds and young in June and
July; pike and maskinongé, middle of April to middle of May.

Frank Bonter.-Bull-heads in June; pickerel from 15th to end of April; pike
earlier; bass in June; suckers and mullet early in spring up the rivers and
streams.

John Yates.-The male salmon-trout come on 18th to 20th October, females
follow 25th October, the month of November would only cover ten days of their
spawning time; whitefish 8th to 9th November, done spawning 15th to 20th,
they spawn very quickly; black bass 1st to 10th June, and watch their nests for
two weeks.

Captain Whartman.-Salmon-trout, 20th October to 5th November; whitefish,
lst to 20th November, ripest 10th to 12th November, with variations of five days,
according to locality; herring spawn later; pickerel, 20th to 25th April; pike
earlier; bass in May and June, the bulk 15th June, and then watch their young
fry; mud-pouts in June, they also watch their young.
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William Hodgins.-Salmon-trout ripest 25th October to 10th November ;
whitefish, 10th to 25th November, but both species spawn earlier and later; pick-
erel, April and May; bass, May and June.

W. W. Church.-Salmon-trout, 20th to 30th October, some later; whitefish ten
days later; herring in November, 10th to 20th. Same dates for Lake Ontario ;
pickerel in Lake Ontario from 25th April to 10th May; bass in June; pike in
A pril; maskinongé, 10th May; catfish in June.

W. Gerow. Salmon-trout in Lake Superior come in to spawn 10th September,
and on south shore of the Georgian Bay 19th October; north shore about the same;
they remain about fifteen days and then leave the shore; in Lake Superior they have
done spawning by 20th October, and in the Georgian Bay about 1st November; no
spawnrng of any account is done by salmon-trout after lt November. Whitefish
come to the shore to spawn about 1st November in Georgian Bay, and remain ten
to fifteen days, some spawn before, some after; herring spawn in November; black-
bass in June; pickerel between 25th May and 1st June; catfish in June.

Joseph Cunningham. Whitefish gather on the shoals to spawn in November;
ripest 10th to 15th. Salmon-trout come in latter part of October and through
November; ripest about 1st November; herring throughout November; blackbass
in May and June; pickerel in April and May.

Archibald Campbell. Salmon-trout begin to work towards the shore to spawn
25th October, ripest Tht November; best catch 15th November ; whitefish come on
10th November; they take less time to spawn than trout, and spawn principally be-
tween 15th and 20th November, ripest 10 to 15th. and then leave for deep water;
herring spawn in November; pickerel in early spring; bass in May and June.

LAKE ONTARIO.

Hamilton Evidence, Burlington Bay.

Daniel McGwyn. Herring spawn 18th to 27th November; ciscoes,25th December
to 15th January; salmon-trout, middle of October to 30th November; whitefish
about the same; bass in May and June.

William Depew. Herrings spawri from 22nd November to lst December, per-
haps a little longer; ciscoes, latter part of January and in February; whitefish and
salmon-trout spawn in November; bass in June; proper season for herring, 15th
November to lst December.

Jonathan Corey. Herring latter part of November.

Frederick Corey. Salmon-trout in October; pickerel, March and April; white-
fish, 20th November to 10th December; herring the same; bass, lst June; ciscoes,
December till April; catfish, end of May and in June.

BAY OF QUINTE.

Daniel Bellknapp. Says whitefish spawn from lst to 15th November; bullheads
in June and July; bass also spawn in June.

Peter Weese. Whitefish come into the bay and spawn in November; herring
spawn about the end of November; pickerel and mudpouts spawn in May; pike and
basa spawn in June.

Wesley Weese. Whitefish spawn from lt to 10th November; herring spawn
later; pike as soon as ice leaves; piekerel in May; mudpouts spawn in June.
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Robert McDonald. Whitefish spawn freely lst to 10th November; herringa
come in after whitefish.

George McDonald. Whitefish spawn Ist to 10th November.

Samuel Geddes. Whitefish spawn 1st to 10th November.

Nicholas .McDonald. Whitefish spawn lst to 10th November; herring, should
be no close season.

David Gerow. Whitefish spawn 1st to loth November; herring spawn after
the whitefish; pickerel as soon as ice leaves.

William Black. Whitefish spawn 10th November, some earlier, some later;
pickerel spawn in May; bass in June.

Thomas McDonald. Whitefish spawn 1st to 30th November.

James Pollard. Whitefish corne into the bay 1st October, and remain till 30th
November, when done spawning; herring come to spawn in November.

Seth Benson. Whitefish come up tho bay, and leave about 15th November after
spawning.

.Nelson Instant. Whitefish and salmon-trout should not be caught going to
or from their spawning grounds.

Thos. Howard. Whitefish should not be caught in spawning time; the present
close season (of November) is right.

George Lindsay. Mudcats spawn in June.

Thomas Vanorder. Whitefish spawn about 15th November, are done about
25th November; salmon-trout the same; pickerel as soon as ice leaves.

Milo Parks. Killing whitefish at spawning times has much to do with their
reduced nurnbers at present time.

LAKE SUPERIOR.

Port Arthur.

W. C. Dobbie. Salmon-trout spawn 15th October to 10th November; whitefish
from 25th October to 10th November.

John Maloney. Salmon-trout, 20th September to 30th October; whitefish from
20th October to 20th November.

Benry Servais. Salmon-trout spawn 10th October to 31st October; sturgeon
spawn in June; herring in November.

E. N. Nuttall. Salmon-trout spawn 15th to 30th October; whitefish from 20th
October to 15th November; whitefish from 20th October to 15th November.

J. R. Walker. Whitefish spawn in November.

LAKE HURON-NORTH CHANNEL.

Thessalon.

Thomas Strain. Whitefish spawn 15th November to 15th December; salmon-
trout spawn in October.

Laurie King. No close season wanted.
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James B. Dobbie. Whitefish spawn middle of November; some earlier, some
later; salmon-trout middle of October.

John Sullivan. Whitefish spawn about 15th November to 25th; salmon-trout
from 15th to 30th October.

David Bellerose. Whitefish spawn middle of November ; salmon-trout latter
part of October.

Stephen Fourchette. Whitefish spawn from 1st to 15th November; salmon-trout
from lst to 30th October.

Abraham King. There should be no close seasons.

Gore Bay.

Wm. W. Holden. Whitefish spawn in November ; salmon-trout from 5th to
25th November; sometimes in October.

Angus Mfatthewman. No close season required.

John Lapointe. Whitefish always spawn in November; salmon-trout from 15th
to 30th October.

James Purvis. Whitefish spawn from 10th to 28th November; salmon-trout
end of October and beginning of November.

James Noble. Whitefish spawn in November ; salmon-trout spawn earlier.

Killarney.

Thomas Boyton. Whitefish spawn 8th to 20th November ; salmon-trout from
25th October to 15th November ; pickerel from 15th April to 15th May ; herring
in;November ; bass spawn in June.

JVed Fourcheau. Whitefish, month of November; salmon-trout spawn earlier.

-James Noble. Whitefish spawn in November; salmon-trout from 15th October
to 20th November ; herring in November.

Nelson iarman. Whitefish spawn from 1lth to 25th November (should be
the whole of November); salmon-trout from 15th October till November; picker'el
15th April.

George Larouche.-Whitefish spawn 17th to 20th November; some earlier,
some later; salmon-trout. 15th to 20th October; pickerel from April to June.
Herring should be protected.

Joseph Rocque.-Whiteflsh spawn early in November ; salmon-trout about a
week earlier; pickerel spawn in April; bass spawn in June; herring spawn same
as whitefish.

Adolphus Martin.-Whitefish spawn about 5th November; salmon-trout about
two weeks earlier; pickerel froni 25th April to May.

SAULT STE. MARIE.

Nelson Couture.-Whitefish spawn from Ist to 15th November, some earlier, some
later; salmgni-trout from 20th October to 10th November; pickerel spawn about
15th April to 15th May.
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William Kimball.-Whitefish spawn 10th to 20th November; iome earlier, some
later; salmon-trout, 15th to 25th October; some earlier, some later; herring spawn
in November.

Joseph Ganley.-Whitefish spawn from 5th to 20th December; some spawn
20th to 30th November; salmon-trout aRd whitefish close season should be from 15th
November to Lt January.

Angus McLeod.-Salmon-trout spawn lt to 30th November; whitefish, same.

James Garratt.-Whitefish spawn 20th November; some earlier, some later;
salmon-trout somewhat earlier.

William McLeod.-Salmon-trout in September and October.

Thomas H. Rethanay.-Whitefish spawn end of October and in November;
salmon-trout begin to spawn 15th October.

James Gauley.-Whitefish begin to spawn 25th November and on till 10th
December: salmon-trout, some begin 25th October and end 5th November.

Michael Neville.-Whiteflsh are ripe from 25th November to 20th December;
salmon-trout are ripe 25th September.

Frank Scott.-Whitefish come to spawn 18th November till 12th December;
salmon-trout begin 5th October, and last three weeks.

James Glanville.-Whitefish spawn all through November; salmon-trout from
15th to 31st October; pickerel spawn lst May.

Peter Calgiosgie (Indian).-Whitefish spawn whole of November; salmon-trout
begin 15th October and on till 15th November.

5.-PROPOSED RESERVATIONS FOR THE NATURAL BREEDING OF
FISH, AND FOR ANGLING PURPOSES ALSO.

Reference being made in the body of this report for the reservation of spawning
grounds in certain localities, the following limita for that purpose are herewith
suggested: They are somewhat extensive in their limits, the area will take in the
narrower parts of the east and north shores of the Georgian Bay and North Channel,
which are studded with countless small islands, forming innumerable small bays
and inlets, to which nearly all the various species of fishes indigenous to the waters
of the Georgian Bay go for spawning purposes. It may, and no doubt will, be
considered by many a somewhat drastic meaure, particularly by those who have
been continuously using all kinds of fishing engines of an illegal character, and
killing fish in season and out of season within these limits. Amongst these numerous
groups of islands every facility is afforded for illicit fishing on the most extended
scale, and whilst net fishing of any description is permitted under the regulations
amongst these islands, it will be almost an impossibility to stop the poaching now
so extensively carried on. But if these limits are wholly set apart as a reservation
for spawning grounds of fishes of the various kinds which frequent these naturally
ada pted places for their reproduction, and net fishing prohibited therein, no pretext
could be set forth by any one found fishing, or in possession of fish or fishing gear
within these limite, that because he had formerly obtained a license to fish in the
Georgian Bay waters he might also be entitled to fish in these natural spawning
grounds as now proposed to be reserved.

The proposed reserved limits are as follows : Commencing on the shore of
Matchedash Bay at the south eastern extremity of Georgian Bay, thence in a north-
westerly line taking in the easterly shore ofthe Bay with all the islands up to Black
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Bell Island; thence easterly to Point Aux Baville; thence north-westerly in a
straight line to the north side of the main Bustard Islands; thence easterly in a
straight line to Fox Island; thence in a straight line to Killarney,-and from Killar-
ney across Frasers Bay to Point Mary on Cloche Island ; thence following the north
shore of Cloche Island to its extreme north-western points; thence in a straight lino
to the south-eastern extremity of Aird's Island; thence following the north shores
of Aird's Island, and John's Island to the most westerly point of John's Island;
thence in a straight lino to Bassett Island; thence to Sandford Island; thence to the
east end and along the north shore of Hennepin Island to its western point ; thence
in a line to the extreme end of Thessalon Point.-All the waters, bays, iilets and
islands east and north of the above described lines and limits, and reaching the
main land, are hereby recommended to be reserved from any description of fishing
whatever, except for angling purposes only with rod and lino, or trolling, pro-
vided that such means of fishing by angling only, shall not be allowed during the
periods which are now or may be hereafter set aside as close seasons for the pro-
tection of all or any of the kinds of fish frequenting the waters within these limits
proposed to be reserved.

A reservation for Lake Huron to commence at the south end of French Bay
below Sable river, on the east shore of Lake Huron thence north in a straight lino
up the line to Greenough Point, taking in all the waters and islands between the
said lino and the mainland.

6.-INJURY TO THE FISHERIES FROM THE EXPORTATION OF
SAW LOGS.

SYNOPSIS OF EVIDENCE GIVEN THEREON.

James B. Dobie, of Thessalon, said: There is a serious obstacle to the fisheries
here from the rafting of saw logs across the bay; another injury is the loading of
vessels along the shore with pulp wood for the United States; they dump the refuse
stuff in the water which pollutes the bottom and drives away the fish and destroys
the fishing nets. This is done by American vessels coming here for cargoes of pulp
wood; this is extensively done all along the shores at the mouths of rivers; this is
a general complaint of fishermen as seriously affecting their nets ; the pulp wood is
mostly spruce in the rough state. It is shipped to Detroit; it is also rafted in somo
cases.

David Bellerose, of Thessalon, said : When I fished gill-nets, I lost ont of seventy-
five nets thirty-nine from bark and fibre which clung to them in such a manner that
I had to throw them away. This bark and fibre comes from the pine logs which
are towed across the bay; they are towed in large rafts or booms, and when rolling
about in these booms by the action of the water, the bark and fibre is rubbed off and
settles upon the nets and ruins them. This stuff also spoils the breeding and feed-
ing grounds of the fish. It ought to be stopped in the interests of the fishermen.
This great loss bas only been felt by fishermen since the logs and pulp wood have
been taken across the bay to the United States free. If it is continued our fishermen
will be ruined.

Stephen Fourchette, of Thessalon, said: Have fished for thirty years; the saw
log towing is not injurious here; there was a fishing ground in Massasagua Straits
that was actually ruined, it was at one time a first-class ground; I went to fish there
this year, but got no fish; the fishing ground was covered with bark which drove
the fish away; these logs came from the north shore rivers and are towed to Bay
City in the United States. I have seen rafts half a mile along by a quarter mile
wide, some eighty acres, principally pine logs; the bark and fibre are rubbed off by
the rolling of the logs together when being towed, this falls upon the nets and ruins
them, so they cannot be fished again; these rafts are sometimes anchored on the
fishing grounds for tbree and four days, during this time they are constantly rolling
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together, rubbing off the bark snd fibre wood which sinks to the bottom, fouling the
fishing grounds and making the nets useless.

Abraham King, of Thessalon, a fisherman of thirty years, said: A great in'ury is
felt by fishermen and much damage done to the fisheries by the rafting and oating
of saw logs across the bays and lake; I bave seen twelve sets of gili-nets destroyed
by the bark and other stuff which cornes off the great tows of logs going to Bay
City, in Michigan, from the Spanish and other rivers on the north channel. The
logo are got out on the north shore, floated down the rivers, and then boomed
together and towed by steam tugs over to Bay City and other American ports.
These tows or booms in some cases will cover a space of five and ten acres and
more. These logs keep constantly rolling together by the action of the water which
rubs off the bark and fibre and stringy parts, it floats about for a while and then
sinks and collects on the nets, tangling them and turning them, the nets cannot be
fished or cleaned again, and are thrown away. It should be the duty of the Govern-
ment to bave the export of saw logs in rafts acrose the fishing grounds stopped. If
the Anièricans want the logs, they should be compelled to take them across our
fishing grounds in tugs or steamboats, and not float them in rafts or booms. If this
is not done another great injury will fall upon the fisherman and add further to the
destruction of the fisheries.

William W. Holden, of Gore Bay, fished for ten years, said: The export and
towing of saw logs is becoming most injurious to the fisheries; the gill-net fisher.
men complain most as their nets are injured by the bark and fibre wood; these loge
are towed across the bay in booms by tugs. They travel slowly from one to two
miles an hour; these rafts are very large, some three and four millions of feet.

Angus Matthewman, of Gore Bay, a fishermau for 25 years, said :-There is great
injury done to the fisheries and to fishermen from the bark, and fibre wood from the
saw logs which are towed across the bays ; These logs came from White-fish,
Spanish, and Serpent rivers, and are taken to the American side at Bay City, Saginaw
and other places ; they are towed during the whole season in rafts from ten to
fifteen acres each, principally pine logs ; When towing these logs roll about and rub
off the bark, and the fibre next to the bark, these settle to the bottom, get into the
nets and,destroy them. It hunts the gill-nets most ; Whitefish will not stay where
this bark and dirty stuff is. It is destructive to the fisheries in every way ; The
rafts travel slowly from 1½ to 2 miles an hour, during bead winds théy have to turn
back and take shelter, they are still grinding off the bark, ail the while; I have
experienced this injury at Saginaw Bay, in the United States, and it is the general
opinion of fishermen, there as well as here, that this log rafting business will ruin the
fisheries completely if it is allowed by the authorities to be continued.

John Lapointe, of Spanish River, has fished for 25 years, said :-Whitefish and
salmon-trout are much scarcer than they were 10 years ago ; in 1882, I took 100
tons with six nets ;« 40 tons would be a large catch now, as by the same num ber of
nets ; this falling off has been caused in part by too much fishing. The bark from
saw logs has done great harm.

James Purvis, of Gore Bay, fished all his life, about 24 years, said :-We find the
saw log business very injurious to the fisheries from the bark and soft wood which
is rubbed off in towing the logs to the American ports; these rafts are very large,
covering sometimes 10 acres and more; the constant rolling caused by the action of
the water, rabs these logs tôgether and grinds off the bark and soft wood which fall
to the bottom, when the currents and winds drive this stuff into the nets making
them worthless. This is a great evil to the fisheries ; this bark from the logs does
not work up on the shore.

James Noble, of Cook's mills, fisherman and fish dealer 12 years, said :-This
year whitefish are scarcer by reason of the bark and stuff from the saw log rafts and
booms which seen to drive them away. This stuff also effects the nets and prevents
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their catching fish as well. The meshes get clogged up with this refuse, and fish
wont enter them as freely as they otherwise would ; it is next to impossible to get
this stuff off the meshes of the nets, it is actual ruination to the gill-nets. This
stuff comes froma the saw logs when being towed across the bay; the constant rolling
together rubs off the bark and fibre and causes the damage to the nets ; these rafts
are very numerous, the logs come from different rivers on the North Shore, they
are put together in large booms and towed by tugs. They go slowly, they are all
sizes, they may be a quarter to half mile in length and nearly the same in width ;
they are taken to Bay City, United States, this is done since the duty bas been taken
off logs; it is causing rapid destruction to the fisheries here and is also keeping
thousand of men out of employment in working in the millis as they are now nearly
all closed up; if this is allowed to continue the whitefish fishery will be destroyed
very soon.

Edward Fourcheau, of Little Current, fisherman for 10 years. Whitefish and
salmon-trout have fallen off during my fishing operations; it is caused by the changed
state of the water, and from the effects of towing saw logs, and pine refuse from
mills; the sawdust has done a great deal of harm, but latterly saw logs are doing a
very great injury. In towing them across the bay in rafts they roll about from the
action of the water and the outer and inner bark is ground off when it becomes
water soaked and settles to the bottom and catches upon the meshes of the nets, and
when the winds blow it is also stirred about and is washed into the nets ; this
besides destroying the nets, also drives the fish away ; some nets become perfectly
useless ; a great many have to be thro*n away, the corks and leads are the only
part of the net than can be saved ; this damage is general in the north channel;
these saw log rafts will take 2 tugs to tow them, and are so large as to cover 50 and
100 acres of the surface of the bay; they have to remain some time on account of
head winds; all this time the grinding of the bark and softs parts is going on, this
stuff gets water soaked it wont float to shore but sinks and becomes distributed all
over the bottom, and is driven into the meshes of the nets ; this damage to the
fisheries was not felt in former years nor before this saw log towing took place. The
taking of the duty off saw logs has largely interfered with labour about here, most
of the saw mills are closed up, and the saw logs are towed over to the United States.
If the duty were put again on the logs, more saw mills would be built here to cut
up the logs in our own country ; American tugs and labour take saw log rafts across
to the United States.

James Noble, of Killarney, engaged in fishing and dealing in fish for 17 years,
aaid :-[f this excessive fishing goes on, and this new calamity from the saw log
business is not stopped the fishing industries in the Georgian Bay and north channel
cannot last long; unless some strong measures are brought to bear to protect the
fisheries, the formerly great fisheries in this section of the Province must be soon
doue away. The way to remedy these difficulties from the saw log question is to
put au export duty on the logs, this would stop the great outlet of logs from this
section into the United States; This would also give employment to thousands of
Canadian hands, and open up again the saw mills, which are now shut up ; and also
stop the great evil to our fisheries which come from the refuse matter off the saw
logs in their transport in rafts to the United States; these rafts cover 15 and 20
acres taking 2 large steam tugs to tow them, they go very slowly only from 1 to 2
miles an hour. The logs are continually grinding together, rubbing off the outside
and inside bark, which sinks to the bottom getting on the nets and destroying both
the nets and the feeding and breeding grounde of our Bay fisheries.

Nelson Harman, of Collingwood, fishing off and on for 20 years, said:-Fishing
is greatly injured from the rafting of saw logs in such great numbers which are now
towed across the lake to the United States. This injury is caused by the outside
and inside bark ground off the logs which forms a sort of stringy substance which
settles upon the nets and clogs np the meshes making the nets useless. Nothing
will clear this stuff off the nets except pushing off the particles with your fingers,
this causes so much expense and time as to make it better to throw the nets away
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and get new ones ; this rafting is very great, they are towed by tugs, covering 4, 5
and more acres. Their motion in the water works off the outer and inner bark
which setties to the bottom, and besides injuring the nets it also destroys the fishing
grounds by driving the fish away ; this log difficulty has been noticed by me some
years but only these in small spots caused by the local towing of logs for home
work, of some saw mille, but since the duty has been taken off logs, this evil has
grown to great magnitude and threatens the fishing industry most seriously; the
rafts are generally towed by two large tugs, which are owned by Americans. The
nets would last about two years before this bark difficulty came up, but now the
whole net will only last one year with this stuff. The rafting of these saw logs
across to the United States employs hardly any Canadian hands. The United States
dealers bring their men and tugs with them; if these logs were sawn in our own
mills in our own country a large number of Canadian workmen would be employed.
As it is these milis are shut up and this labour to our people is lost; many of our
former mill hands now follow these logs to the United States to work in the milîs
there.

George Larouche, of Little Current, fisherman for 7 years, said :-The towing of
saw loge is destructive to the nets and the fishery, but this did not accur in Mudge
Bay, it is felt in the North Channel and in Georgian Bay ; the bark and the rind
next to the bark is ground off by the rolling and rubbing of the loge together when
towing. This stuff fails to the bottom and catches on the meshes of the nets, it is
most injurous; these rafts cover a surface area of as much as ten acres at a time ;
since this injury to the fishery by saw logs has taken place, I do not know whero the
fish have been driven to, it certainly is a great injury to the fishermen. The rafting
of logs did not exist here some time ago, it is only since the duty was taken off logs.

Joseph Rocque, a fisherman of 14 yeairs' experience, said :-The present rafting
and towing of saw logs, which casts off the bark and rubbish has had the tendency
to injure and reduce the catch of fish and to destroy the nets ; I have had my nets
destroyed by the bark and soft wood inside, which is rubbed off these logs when
being towed; some of these rafts are about three-quarters of a mile long, some of
then when boomed will cover 3 or 4 acres. Before this rafting commenced the nets
were not injured, but now the nets become useless and are destroyed for fishing
purposes ; if this rafting goes on the fisheries will become ailmost ruined. The
feeding as well at the breeding ground of the fish are most seriously injured, by this
stuff.

Adolphus Martin, fishing in Georgian Bay and at Killarney, for 6 years, said:-
Whitefish and salmon-trout have fallen off at the present to what they were in former
years caused by the injury derived from saw logs being towed over the lake covering
the spawning ground with bark, and the small wood next the bark which le ground
off by the rolling of the logs together while being towed by American tugs ; these
loge come from alt parts of the Georgian Bay and are towed to the American side;
the bark and stuff ground off setties on the feeding and breeding grounds of the fish,
and collects on the nets; this drives the fish away and starves them off their feeding
places, so that they cannot be caught here as they used to be. I lost seven pieces of
net last season with this stuff getting fastened to the meshes and making the nets
useless. I lost 300 yards of net, other fishermen lost nets in the same way ; the rafts
are quite numerous and very large sometimes covering five acres square, at other
times î to 1 mile long; they are towed by tugs about 2 miles an hour. They are
sometimes delayed by windsand shelter in bay or behind islands; all this time the
rubbing and grinding is going on, and the bark and soft parts settle to the bottom,
it won't drift on shore, it gets water soaked and sinks ; this rafting has been going
on for past 6 years, but more largely of late; this was not done much before the
duty was taken off saw loge ; this sending the loge to the United States does great
harm to the working people, as the saw mill owners have shut down, that stopping
a great trade here; the government should take early steps to stop this evil which
is doing so much harm to the fisheries and the fishermen, and to the inhabitanis
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generally, this is the general opinion amongst all fishermen and the publie on the
North Shore.

Nelson Couture, of Spanish River, a fisherman for 22 years, said:-Whitefish are
more scarce than they were; the wator has become dirty and their feeding grounds
are injured from the bark and fibre wood ground off the logs that are rafted across
the bay; these rafts will cover 10, 15 and 20 acres of water; they are towed about
1 mile an hour, all this time the logs work and rub together grinding off the bark,
and sappy wood parts in great quantities which settles to the bottom spoiling the
feeding ground of the fish, and lodging in the meshes of the nets destroying them.
This log rafting has been going on for some 5 years, and is increasing every year
very largely, and destroying the nets of a great number of fishermen; these logs
come down all the rivers and are rafted and towed across te the United States.

James Glanville, of Sault Ste. Marie, fisherman for years, said :--Bark and the
soft wood on the legs which bas been found to be very plentiful in the water, since
the exportation of saw legs, bas taken place is injurious; this stuff rubs off by the
motion of the legs while being towed across the bay to the United States. The rafts
are very large and great damage is done te the meshes of the nets it is much more
injurious te gill-nets than pound nets. If these logs are allowed to be towed over
our waters this difficulty will increase, and the prospects for the fisheries in the
future will net be very encouraging te the fishermen.

P. Sullivan and Sons, of Spanish Station, write as follows :-In regard to the
number of rafts which left here this summer of 1893, there was two hundred and
ten millions legs came down the Spanish River; out of that there were about
.30,000,000 manufactured in this district and there are still on hand about 20,000,000
rafted up in store-booms, te leave here the first thing in the spring; that leaves
160,000,000 which were rafted and towed to the other side (United States) this
season, as near as can be ascertained these legs left here in about 40 or 45 rafts and
and would cover from 20 te 25 square miles of water

The above facts have been ascertained respecting the number of logs passing
between Spanish River and the Georgian Bay. There are eight different streams and
each one is used for the flowing of legs ; the French River I am told passed even
more legs them the Spanish, and my opinion is that the bottom of the whole lake
from Georgian Bay te Missasaugua is teeming with bark ; it is 18 miles across te the
Manitoulin and rafts pass in three different directions se that the bark is spread
every way; this bark in the course of time forms into a kind of slime, and fish will
net stay on that ground ; there were five boats fishing from here four years ago,
since then they have left as fish got se scarce, and in a very short time I believe
there will be no fish at all;

On September 26 " last, I had 36 pieces of nets utterly destroyed by this bark,
-each piece of net was 180 yards long (in al] 6,480 yards) and was loaded se heavily
with bark as te break the web; I had also six other pieces similarly loaded with
bark the last week in October. I am sending a sample of net as we took it out in
<October."

7.-CLOSE SEASONS RECOMMENDED.

The following code of regulations is recommended for adoption based upon
the evidence obtained from the fishermen examined, as shown in the foregoing
-epitome, and in the full minutes of evidence appended te this report:-

STURGEON.

Between the 15th of May and the 15th of July, both days inclusive.

HERRINGS, WHITEFIfH, CISCOEs.

Between November the lst and November the 30th, both days inôlusive.
xxx
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SALMON-TROUT.

Between the 15th of October and the 30th of November, both days inclusive.

PICKEREL, DORÉ.

Between the lst of April and the 31st of May, both days inclusive.

BLACK BASS.

Between the 10th day of May and the 30th day of June, both days inclusive.

NOTE.-This close season for bass is already established.

SPECKLED TROUT.

Between the 15th day of September and the 31st day of March, both days in-
clusive.

MASKINONGE AND PIKE.

Between the 1st day of April and the 15th day of June, both days inclusive.

MUDCATS, BULLPOUTS, CATFISH.

Between the 1st day of May and the 31st day of August, both days inclusive.

NOTE. -Comumissioner Harris thinks the close season for sturgeon should be f rom the 15th June to the
15th July ; and the close season for herring should be f rom the 15th November to the 15th January.

8.-MESHES OF GILL-NETS.

Further evidence has been obtained from practical fishermen and fish dealers
relating to the 4tinch extension mesh used in gill-nets for capturing whitefish and
salmon-trout. This evidence may be condensed as follows :-

Should the present 41-inch mesh be enlarged in size, a number of fishermen
will be somewhat affected by it, in consequence of not being permitted to catch the
smaller, under-sized and immature fish ; and on the other hand unless the 4-inch
mesh is condemned and the 5-inch mesh re-established as the regular minimum size,
whitefish and salmon-trout will in a few years become extinet, and the publie will
be deprived of that valuable fish food.

9.-RESERVATION OF SPAWNING GROUNDS FOR FISH; ALSO FOR
ANGLING PURPOSES ONLY.

On this subject very little information could be obtained from the witnesses
examined. Suggestions were however given by Capt. Dunn and others from which by
examining the map or chart of the east and north shores of the Georgian Bay and
North Channel thereof, it will be found that the whole of this coast is studded with
innumerable islands which form immense numbers of bays, inlets, channels and
intricate passages; all of these are the reSort of various kinds of fishes for breeding
purposes; and the feeding grounds also of the young of manyof the more important
commercial species. These latter kinds when matured roam throughout the water
of the Georgian Bay and Lake Huron for feeding purposes when away from their
spawning grounds.

The reservation of the limits which have been described will cover a very large
area of the breeding grounds of the fish which inhabit the Georgian Bay and North
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Channel thereof. Within this limit it bas been suggested that net fishing of every
description, as well as the use of spears, or any other fishing gear-, except angling
with rod and line, shall be wholly prohibited. Witbin this limit angling shall only
be allowed under licenses to be first obtained from the Department of Marine and
Fisheries on the payment of a fee for cach rod, or troll, with a discrimination in
the amount of the fee as between the British subject and the foreigner.

10.-CONCLUSION BY COMMISSIONERS.

While various explanations are given to account for the depletion of the fish-
eries, your Commissioners can arrive at no other conclusion than that, the prime
causes for it are (1) Fishing in the spawning seasons, and while fish are congrega-
ting for that purpose, going to and returning from the shores, bars, bays, reefs and
rivers which are their breeding haunts; (2)* The great destruction of immature
fish in pound and gill-nets and seines; (3) The waste of great quantities of fish in
the use of unlimited lengths of gill-nets; (4) The use of too small meshes in all
nets; (5) The great deposits of refuse matter from sawmills, and from the towage
of immense rafts of saw-logs across the fishing grounds into the United States.
These causes each, or combined, are in direct violation of nature's laws in not giving
to all fish full freedom to replenish the waters at their spawning times, and killing
them before reaching maturity for reproductive purposes.

SAMUEL WILMOT,
Chairman.

EDWARD HARRIS,
Commissioner.

*NOTE.-In section (2) Commissioner Harris thinks "Pound and gill-nets and seines " should not be
mentioned.
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DOMINION FISHERY COMMISSION
FOR TUE

PROVINCE OF ONTARIO.

No. 1.-BELLEVLLLE.

Evidence of DANIEL BELLKNAPP taken before Fisbery Commissioners WILMOT
and HARRIs, at the city of Belleville, the 9th day of October, 1893.

Mr. WILMoT.-Have you any statemuent you desire to make?
Mr. Chairman and gentlemen:-We, the fishermen of the Bay of Quint4, wish

to protect the fish and there seems to be some mistake in the department that we
want to fish during the spawning season. We claim that the time for close season
for whitefish in this bay, which is 30 days, is too long, as the fish do not come into
these waters before the spawning season. For my part, I think that the fishery
overseer should be the one to determine the spawning time. We claim that white-
fish spawn in these waters between the 1st and 10th of November inclusive, and we
have to fish for same with 3j extension meshes at present, which is altogether too
large. We think 2¾ ehould be the extreme size. We think a close season of ten
days would be plenty for whitefish to get through spawning. After they get through
spawning they leave the bay and we see but very few. There are plenty of herring
caught in gill-nets after the whitefish are through spawning, but very few of the
whitefish. We claim that we should be allowed to fish for herring during the
month of November, but now, when the close season comes, we bave to hang up our
nets, for the first man we see is Overseer Clarke. I may say here that we consider
him one of the best officers, and what is more, he is fair to ail and treats all alike.
It does not make any difference who it is that is fishing out of season be is punished.
As regards the fish hatcheries, I believe it is a grand success and is money well ex-
pended. As regards the whitefish, if Mr. Charles Wilmot informs me right, it re-
quires six months to hatch.

Q. I might ask you Mr. Bellknapp, when do the whitefish come in this bay or
are they here ail the year round ?-A. No, sir, they are not here ail the year round.
They corne in about the lst November or about the 2uth October.

Q. What do they corne here for ?-A. I think they come here to feed and that
during the time they are here they lay their spawn.

Q. And also spawn, is that right?-A. Yes, sir, also spawn.
Q. When do the herring come into this bay ?-A. About the lst November or

last of October.
Q. What do they come here for ?-A. I suppose the same as the whitefish come

for.
Q. To feed and spawn ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Is there any feed in this bay during the rest of the year?-A. That is a

question I cannot answer here. They feed upon something or they could not liye.
Q. Your impression is they come in during this time merely to feed and spawn?

-A. Yes, sir
Q. Where are they at the other times?-A. Out in the lake.
Q. Then the result of all is they corne to spawn ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. When is the time they are more plentiful, schooling together ?-A. I speak

the whitefish. About the 5th and 10th November. I think from the lat to the
th November would cover the whole thing.
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Q. You think all whitefish come from Lake Ontario?-A. Yes, and spawn in ton
days.

Q. In any year do they spawn before or after those dates?-A. I never remem-
ber them spawning before the lst of November.

Q. The whole of their spawning is done between five or ton days ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do they remain here in the bay after that?-A. No, they leave directly after.
Q. They all leave after the 10th November ?-A. Yes, sir, in a body.
Q. What about the herring, do they leave at once ?-A. No, sir, they stay until

it nearly freezes up.
Q. At what season do the herring spawn ?-A. I do not remember.
Q. You do not know anything about herring spawn, is that what you mean, sir ?

-A. Yes, sir. I do not know what time they spawn.
Q. What style of net do you fish with ?-A. Hoop-nets.
Q. Do you know anything about gill-nets ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Do you catch wbitefish ?-A. I think it is 1888 since I have fished for them.

I fished for them before there was any close season.
Q. When they were caught very numerously here ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Were they caught very numerously bere about eight years ago ?-A. They

were not. I don't think there has been as many whitefish for the last 20 years. We
were not allowed to catch them last year in November. The whitefish come bore
for feeding and breeding and other purposes and the time they spawn in is between
the 5th and 10th of November and consequently are done in November.

Q. Could there have been as many caught in the bay if you had fished ?-A.
Well, the fish were here last fall.

Q. How did you know they were as numerous here ?-A. You could walk along
and see thom, and the whitefish plays upon the top of the water when it spawns.

Q. Lt was in the month of November you saw them on the top of the water,
which indicated they were spawning, is that what you mean ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. What do you fish for principally ?-A. Bullheads.
Q. When and where do they spawn ?-A. In the month of June. I can prove

that.
Q. In marshy ground ?-A. In very shallow water.
Q. I suppose you are aware there is no close season for bullheads ?-A. There

is a close season for bullhead-nets.
Q. What do you cal a bullhead-net ?-A. A hoop-net.
Q. Are you forbidden to catch builheads in June ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Do you think you should be ?-A. Yes, sir. A elose season for bullheads

should be from the 1st May to the 1st September. They should be protected as well
as the pickerel and bass.

Q. Do you know anything about bass?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are they a gamy fish?-A. Yes, sir. And they are caught for domestic

use and 8ell well in the market.
Q. When are they in the best condition ?-A. I should say about the 1st of May

and again in September, and they spawn in June.
Q. Do you know the habits of the bass ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are they like other fish ?-A. Not very much. They go on gravelly places

and deposit their eggs during the month of June.
Q. Do you know what fish takes care of its young ?-A. I don't think any fish

takes care of its young except the bullheads.
Q. Well, then does a catfish or bullhead take care of its young ?-A. They take

them out in deeper water.
Q. What close season should there be for the bullhead ?-A. The month of June.

I would give them a full month for their spawning.
Q. Do they take care of their young after that ?-A. I don't know anything

about that.
Q. There is another fish called the sturgeon. Do you fish for them at all ?-A.

No, sir.
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Q. Do yon know anything about their habits?-A. I have fished for them in
years gone by.

Q. What other fish do you catch in your hoop or bullhead-nets ?-A. Perch,
suckers, sunfish and bass.

Q. A spawning season from the 1st of May to Tst September will cover perch,
bullhead, bass, suckers, mullets and sunfish ?-A. Yes, it would cover pickerel as
well as the others.

Q. How soon does the River Moira open up hure ?-A. About the latter part of
April. As soon as the ice is out the pickerel make for the river.

Q. What other kind of fish do you have here ?-A. Bass, perch, suckers, mullets,
herring and whitefish. These are the principal fish in these waters.

Q. When should the close season for whitefish and herring be ?-A. I am not
going Ito inform you regarding whitefish, but I think from the 1st to the 10th of
November.

Q. How long since you did any fishing for this fish ?-A. I have not fished for
this for 15 or 16 years. For 19 years I have fished bullheads with hoop-nets.

Q. What part of the bay do you have your nets in ?-A. In Mosquito Bay, and
I fish with ten sets.

Q. What do you mean by a set of hoop-nets ?-A. Two nets and a leader, and
the length of the leader is thirty yards.

Q. What is the size of mesh ?-A. A 2j inch pot, and the end is larger. The
leader is three inches.

Q. Now, what quantities may you catch ? Give a rough estimate ? What
would be a catch of bullheads in a haul ?-A. The season's catch is from 1½ barrels
to 3 or 4 barrels a week.

Q. What will half a barrel weigh ?-A. One barrel weighs 300 pounds.
Q. Have you any idea what the catch during the season amounted to ?-A.

I have never made an estimate.
Q. What is the size of twine you use ?-A. Nine, twelve and fifteen tread.

Some use eighteen. I use fifteen; twelve for the wings and fifteen for the bag.
Q. What is the length of the hoop part of it ?-A. I suppose about 9 feet.
Q. Now, do I understand you to say that whitefish were as plentiful here last

season as they were twenty years ago ?-A. Yes, sir. I got this from fishermen,
too.

Q. A new era is coming on here surely with whitefish ?-A. I think it seems to
be that.

Q. Do you really say whitefish were as plentiful here last season as twenty
years ago?-A. You understand fishing is like farrming, it is not always the same.
Some might only catch a few, and some three times the quantity the year following.
It is owing to the weather.

Q. But were they as plentiful last year as twenty years ago ?-A. Yes, sir. There
has been no gradual falling off of whitefish here. I don't think so, not to amount to
anything.

Q. How is it we get any amount of evidence to the contrary ?-A. We know the
fish were here.

Q. What is the value of whitefish here ?-A. I do not catch them.
Q. What is the value of bullheads ?-A. Four and one-half cents a pound.
Q. Is that the average ?-A. No, about fÉour cents is allowed us. Bullheads is

my fishing.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. Do you draw seine in these localities ?-A. No, sir.
Q. You use hoop-nets ?-A. No, sir.
Q. What kind of nets do you use ?-A. Gill-nets.
Q. Are they herring-gill?-A. No, sir, herring and whitefish gill-nets will not

catch them.
Q. Do you catch any mooneyes here?-A. I don't know anything about them.
Q. Or eel pouts ?-A. Yes, sir
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Q. Sheepaheads?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Gar pike?-A. We catch very few.
Q. Suekers and perch ?-A. Yes, sir, full of them.
Q. Do you know whitefish to run in these waters ?-A. No, they do not stay here.
Q. You never catch them in herring gill-nets ?-A.-No, sir.
Q. Now I notice hore in the report that you catch 3,800 pounds of base. Do you

catch any other kinds except black bass?-A. Yes, sir, there is one called swamp,
and another rock bass.

Q. 3,800 pounds covers the whole basa tribe?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, by what nets are these bass caught ?-A. In the seines.
Q. Do they go in the hoop-nets much ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Now what length of seine do you fish with here?-A. I suppose about 30 rods.

That would cover the average.
Q. Give the size of meshes in the centre.-A. Two and a half inches for herring

and coarse fish.
Q. What mesh do you use in herring-nets?-A. Three inches, most of the

fishermen 24.
Q. Theusual length of haul is what ?-A. Some more or less. Some 10 and

some 40 rods each. Not more than 40.
Q. About the season for black basa, does it extend from the first May to the 15th

June, is that right?-A. I think that is right.
Q. Now, when are black bass in the best condition for food ?-A. When the

water is cool. They are in good condition in May and in September.
Q. Are the whitefish caught in gill-nets ?-A. No; principally in seines in

this bay. I am speaking of the locality where I live.
Q. Are they in these waters al the year round ?-A. It is a rare exception.
Q. What season of thè year are they caught at all ?-A. About the 15th or

20th October, and the latter part of October they do the seine fishing. The heft of
it is depe then.

Q."Are there any spawn in fish caught in that season ?-A. None.
Q. When do they come ?-A. 15th October. I might be safe in saying about

the 15th November they are all gone.
Q. And you do not see them until the next year ?-A. No, sir.
Q. About the catch of fish in this bay-it is put down at $17,000 in report of

1892. Do you think that is about right ?-A. I cannot give you any information
about that.

Q. Well, you catch about $9 worth of other fish to $1 worth of whitefish ?-A.
I think that is what it would be. We catch a lot of coarse fish here.

Q. Then you could not live if it was not for the coarse fish ?-A. We want
them, but still we do not want you to think we do not want a close season.

Q. Then you could not live at all in these waters if you were not allowed to
catch the coarse fish ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. And they are in the best condition in November ?-A. In good condition
from September to the spring.

Q. Among these coarse fish are what is called bullheads ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. And they make a pretty large quantity of your coarse fish ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you skia them here ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where do you send them to?-A. Buffalo. Worth about 4j cents when we

started, I don't know whether they will stay up or not rest of season.
Q. Who do you send them to there?-A. The Buffalo Fish Co.
Q. Do you catch your maskinongé in the spring or fall ?-A. Mostly in Sep-

tember, but sometimes during the spring.
Q. Do you catch quite a number of pickerel here ?-A. Yes.
Q. Yellow kind, or blue ?-A. Yellow. Never heard of the blue except in

Lake Erie.
Q. Pickerel, I suppose you catch right up to the time the ice comes ?-A. Yes,

air.
Q. Ever draw seines under the ice?-A. They do in the lake but not in the bay.

A. 1893



Ontario Fishery Commission.

Q. Taking the entire fishing here, do you regard November fishing the best
available month ?-A. Yes, sir, for coarse fishing, such as suckers, pickerel, herrings
and bullheads. October and November is a good time for bullheads.

Q. Are there any gar pike here ?-A. Quit:e a few.
Q. Auy large kinds ?-A. About 4 or 5 pounds is the average, but have some

that go to 10 pounds.
Q Are they a fall fish ?-A. They stay with us all the year around.
Q. All these coarse fish we speak of except the bullheads, are they in the best

condition in the fali of the year ?-A. Yes, up to the spring, and the bullheads from
November to spring.

Q. Where do you catch catfish here ?-A. Around the bay in different places.
We cal] them channel fish.

Q. Is not a channel cat like a catfish ?-A. It is a different fish altogether.
Q. Do you regard them as different fish ?-A. Yes, different in colour and they

are larger.
Q. Do you consider there is any difference between the bullhead, mudpout and

channel cat ?-A. Yes.
Q. is the bullhead and the catfish the same fish.-A. No, I have caught cat-

fish that when they were dressed they weighed 22 pounds.
Q. Then the bullheads, you think, are there in the fall ?-A. They stay with us

all summer.
Q. Will they average about half pound when clean ?-A. Hardly that.
Q. Are there any salmon-trout caught in this bay ?-A. Not one in a year.
Q. With regard to the pike, when is the season you think the pike in the habit

of spawning?-A. The same as the pickerel. I think in June.
Q. When do you think the maskinongé ?-A. I think the month of June.
Q. Has it been the habit in years past to shoot the pike and maskinongé when

the ice goes ont of the marshes ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know anything about the salmon proper ?-A. I bave heard of their

being caught here, in the Salmon River, Trent River and Belleville River. I cannot
recollect the year, but since the mille were built they have not been seen.

Q. With all these coarse fish you speak of here, do you think they prey upon the
whitefish, or do you think they could live in this bay along with the coarse fish
here ?-2A. I think not. Thiese waters swarm with coarse fish, and as it takes six
months for the whitefish to hatch, they prey upon these eggs for six months. We
have a pike here that will fill himself with spawn clear to his chin from morning to
night. The pickerel feed upon the eggs of coarse fish.

PETER WEESE sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Your residence ?-A. Rossmore.
Q. What is your calling ?-A. Merchant and fisherman.
Q. How long have you been engaged in fishing ?-A. I have fished all my life.
Q. Where is your fishery?-A. Zwick's Island.
Q. Any other locality?-A. Nowhere else.
Q. What nets do you use ?-A. Seines altogether.
Q. What size of mesh is your net ?-A. Two and a half extension bag, and then

3 and 4 inches.
Q. What is the size of the twine ?-A. Twelve is the average, probably we put

on a little this fall of 9 to make it a little cheaper.
Q. What kind of fish do you catch ?-A. We catch all kinds in the bay; prin-

cipally whitefish, herring and pickerel, and basa sometimes.
Q. To whom do you sell your fish ?-A. Generally to Mr. Black, in the town

here.
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Q. What is the usual price for fish ?-A. Of late years 4 cents, and for herrings
50 cents per 100 pounds; as for bass, we do not have them; for our coarse fish,
half a cent a pou nd.

Q. When do you think these fish are in their best condition for consumption ?-
A. When they are going up the bay.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. What do you call coarse fish ?-A. Suckers, mudcats, sunfish, perch, pike

and ail such fish as that.

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Are there parts of the year in which these fish are in better condition than

others ?-A. I suppose ther-e are. I thinkin November they are in good condition.
I find the male whitefish are better than the she ones.

Q. Why do you think the male fish is in better condition than the female ?-A.
H1e is generally plumper than the female. We never catch a great many fish there
when they are spawning. Our grounds are in deep water, and what fish we gene-
rally get is after that. They catch some on the other side of the bay.

Q. When do you catch your whitefish principally?-A. From about the 12th of
October we begin to catch a few, and we end when the law shuts us off; we never
catch whitefish in November there.

Q. Your fishing then is from the 12th of October to the end of October ?-A.
Yes, and it is after that to the middle of November we generally catch herring.

Q. When do you think that whitefish are in the act of spawning ?-A. I should
think from the lst to the lth of November. I used to fish a good deal on bars, and
found that was the time they were there, and herring spawn somewbere along the
end of November.

Q. When do you think pickerel spawn ?-A. In the spring, along in May.
Q. When do you think the black bass spawn ?-A. lu June, and pike in May.

I don't know anything about maskinongé, we very seldom get hold of one. The
mudpouts spawn in May.

Q. Do you think they spawn in June at all ?-A. I don't think so. They might.
I see them going up the marsh in May.

Q. Why do these whitefish and herring come up this bay ?-A. To deposit their
eggs; they don't remain long, they generally get up here about the 12th October
and remain about a month, and they leave immediately after spawning.

Q. What is the position of the whitefish and herring now in numbers to what
they were a few years ago ?-A. If there were not more nets in the water now than
30 years ago, there would bc 10 fish to one in my opinion, because there are 20 nets
now to one then.

Q. You mean to say that if there were no more nets now than 20 years ago the
fish would be taken more plentiful?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Would that apply to ail kinds of fish ?-A. I don't think there is as many
pickerel as there used to be. There are as many pike and fully as many suckers.

Q. Do you think the nets below stop them from coming up largely ?-A. Yes,
if they catch a thousand there they cannot come up here.

Q. Do you not think there should be proper close seasons established for the
preservation of fish?-A. Yes, sir, and the close season for whitefish should be from
the 1st to the 10th of November.

Q. What about herring ?-A. If there is any at ail it should be about the last of
November. They do not spawn until the last of November or first of December.

Q. With regard to these other fish, pickerel, base, pike and mudpouts, should
they have their close season at any time?-A. Yes, I think they should, and I think
ail coarse fish should have a close season.

Q. What is your impression in regard to fish generally in the act of spawning,
are they in as good condition before as after ?-A. I don't think the whitefish are,
as I think the.y are fatter before than after spawning, and it applies.to almost every-
thing, fish or animals of all kinds when breeding.

8
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Q. Now in regard to applications for licenses, do you think there should be an
increase of licenses in this bay ?-A. No, I think there is fully plenty now, the pre-
sent number of licenses is sufficient.

Q. What effect would it have if the number were doubled ?-A. It would be in-
jurious to the fishermen, they would not get as many fish.

Q. Now, with your experience in fishing, what kind of net is the Most injurious
to the fisheries?-A. I do not know. The gill-net is the worst net there is for bass.
Any one is bad enough, but pickerel is a fish pretty hard to gill. I think seines are
more destructive for gilling fish, that is, we catch more fish with them.

Q. The seine then where the fish are would be more destructive than the gill-
net?-A. Yes, it would get what fish there are where it is hauled.

Q. Now are you of the impression that it is proper for the government to have
these fisheries protected in the interests of the fishermen?-A. Yes. I think they
should be preserved for the fisheries and the people; don't believe the protection
laws should be abandoned.

Q. What is your opinion now in regard to fishing some years ago, are the fish
as plentiful now as then ?-A. Forty years ago, fish of all kinds were very plentiful.

Q. Do you think they are equally as plentiful now ?-A. Yes, I think they would
be if there were not so many caught in the lower part of the bay.

Q. Then your conclusion is, that they would be as plentiful now if they were
not caught below ?-A. Yes, if they were not taken out by the thousands there;
were they were not taken out at all in former years-I mean down near the Gaps and
lower part of the bay, where they catch them by the thousands before they can get
here-they don't allow us fellows to get them here at all now.

By Mr. farris :
Q. Is your seine license in your name?-A. Half is, and I work it on shares

with my brother; we employ the men and give them half for thoir share; we sel
altogether and get a half all round; we don't get very much, as we fish only about
a month.

Q. How many pounds of fish do you think you catch ?-A. I cannot remember,
but I know it was very small last year; I think about 500 pounds of whitefish.

Q. When they were catching so many whitefish 40 years ago, did they catch
many coarse fish then ?-A. I think as many as they do now.

WESLEY WEESE sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. Your residence, Mr. Weese?-A. Rossmore.
Q. What is your calling ?-A. Well, I do a little of everything, a little fishing,

soldering and farming. I am a jack-of-all-trades and making money for my living.
Q. How long have you been engaged in fishing?-A. 15 or 16 years. I fish at

Rossmore across from the town.
Q. What do yon fish with?-A. With seines and hoop-nets.
Q. What is the size of mesh in the seine you use ?-A. 2½, 3, and 4 inches, and

with hoop-nets the mesh is 2J in the bag and 3 for the leaders.
Q. What kind of fish are you in the habit of getting?-A. Bullheads, sunfish,

perch in the hoop-nets and in your seines. Not much of anything of late years, for
when the law allows us to use them, the fish were not here the last years.

Q. What do you use your seines for thon ?-A. For catching all kinds of fish,
for catching whitefish and herring only in the fall of the year.

Q. What time in the fall do you fish for these herring and whitefish ?-A.
About the 15th October till 31st October.

Q. Have the fish gone away pretty much then ?-A. No, sir; they are plentiful
at the end of October, generally until about the 10th November. when they are most
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plentiful here and they are spawning then, and they come in the bay expressly for
that purpose.

Q. When you say they come in the bay you mean from Lake Ontario ?-A. Yes,
sir; I mean from Lake Ontario.

Q. What is your experience in regard to the condition of the whitefish and
herring, when are they best for eating purposes ?-A. Well, of late years they have
not been caught in spawning season, but I think before they spawn they would be
better than in the spawning season. And I should think they would be better after
spawning than when spawning. Our fish are very fat here when spawning.

Q. When do you think whitefish spawn?-A. Prom lst to 10th November. I
don't know so much about herring, but I think later.

Q. Are there no salmon-trout here?-A. No, sir,and only very few pickerel and
a black bass once in a while, also a few pike, no maskinongé.

Q. When do you think the pike spawn ?-A. Just as soon as the ice leaves, and
the pickerel I think spawn about the 1st of May, just as soon as the ice leaves the
rivers.

Q. Well, about these mudpouts, when do they spawn ?-A. In June. There is
a pretty large trade carried on bere in these mudcats, they are shipped generally
to Buffalo, I think ail go to American markets.

Q. Have you any idea what the value of these mudcats are ?-A. About 5 cents
a pound here, I tbink.

. Q. Now, in your experience do you think the catfish and the whitefish and ber-
rings are less numerous now than they were 20 years ago?-A. I don't know about
20 years ago, but I ihink they are as plentiful, as I can remember when I commenced
fishing about 15 years ago.

Q. Have the other kinds of fish fallen off ?-A. No, sir, I think they have increased
if anything.

Q. Do you think there should be a close season for fish ?-A. Yes, sir, at their
spawning time.

Q. And you have told us that fish when they are spawning are not in good con-
dition ?-A. I do not think they would be as good as at other times.

Q. What do you think about granting more licenses than there are at present
in your immediate neighbourhood ?-A. I say there are enough for the fisheries. i
would like to see every man who cares to fish allowed to do so.

Q. Do you think the grounds are ail taken up now ?-A. :I think the fishing
grounds are ail taken up now and if more licenses were issued it would be injurious
to the other fishermen.

Q. How is it with the grounds generally. Do you own the ground yon fish
upon at Rossmore? A. No, sir, I buy my license of the government, and I have the
sole right to fish in that as most every one else does who bas lands.

Q. Does that license run into the bay ?-A. Yes, sir. It does not say how far.
Q. And suppose a man goes out and sets a gill-net upon your seine-net ?-A. I

would catch him and prevent him.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. Is there about 20 feet of water where you draw your seine in ?-A. Yes, sir,

that is deeper than it is anywhere else.
Q. On your limit is there also a license granted to another party ?-A. No, sir,

I am on a point.
Q. Where is your limit, sir?-A. Front of lot number 60, township of Amelias-

burg.
Q. Any fishing on 61 ?-A. No, sir, there is no fishing.
Q. Your lot is number 60, and your license runs out into the bay ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, do you fish to Cow Island ?-A. No, sir, I run straight north.
Q. How far down the bay from your station to where you come to the next

man's ?-A. Cow Island, about a mile.
Q. How many are there between Massissauga and yours ?-A. Three, besides

mine.'
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Q. Is there any seine license beside you?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now you say between tho station you have on lot 60, in Ameliasburg, and the

point there are four stations ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Al east of you ?-A. Yes, sir, all to the east.
Q. Then you say from your station to Massissauga Point all the stations put

together will amount to four. Is that it ?-A. There will be six.
Q. Ail seine licenses ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you think there should be any more between these two points?-A. I

don't think so.
Q. Could any more be worked ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Now would it be unwise to grant any more licenses between these two

points?-A. I suppose it would hurt the other fishermen. I don't think it would
be right.

Q. Would you think it wise to have any more licenses between your point and
Massissauga Point ?-A. I don't know whether it would or not.

Q. Well, now, is it possible to use fike-nets or hoop-nets in these two limits,
between your point and Massissauga Point to catch all kinds of fish ?-A. Yes, sir,
there are licenses in there now; only one I think.

Q. Are these seines and one hoop-net enough between these points ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. If any one who never had a license before should get one, how would that

affect you ?-A. I cannot tell until I see.
Q. What is the distance from your point to Massissauga Point, how many miles?

-A. Four miles, and in the limit there are seven licenses, six seines and one hoop-
net.

Q. Then your reply to my question is there should not be an increase of licenses
within the limit, all other persons apply ing should not be allowed to get them?-A.
No, sir, every one should not be allowed to get them.

Q. Should the department take care of the fisheries with a view to protect
them or should they be abandoned ?-A. There should be a protection force when
they are spawning.

Q. What probable quantity of fish did you catch during the last few years ?-A.
I don't know exactly; about $8 worth a year.

Q. Do you pay for your licenses? What amount ?-A. Five dollars.
Q. Now you are not giving me this statement fearing to come in contact with

the returns already made; have you really only made $8 ar 89 a year out of your
fishing ?-A. Yes, sir; that was everything I got; the whole gross amount.

Q. You say you want to continue this because you want to fish ?-A. No; I
hope the Government will give longer time to fish.

Q. Have you anything to suggest yourself, sir ?-A. I don't know as I have.
Last year was an exception to the rule, and we never get the whitefish until the last
day.

Q. Did you ever see whitefish caught in a seine ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Would there be any difficulty throwing them back into the water without

injuring them ?-A. No, sir, they can be handled and thrown back in the water with-
out being injured.

Q. If that is possible. Do you think the fishermen could be trusted to do that?
-A. I don't know why they would not; if there was a severe punishment, such as
absolute cancellation of license, I think it would be followed.

Q. If the regulations were made, do you think the rules would be obeyed ?-A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Do yon mean to say that the cancellation of licenses for the breaking of the
rules and regulations would be beneficial ?-A. Yes, I think it would.

Mr. WILMOT asked Overseer Clarke at this stage of the proceedings, if ho kn3w
what the grievances of the fishermen were.

Mr. CLARKE.-I suppose you are aware of what the general complaint is here,
and what they wish to have redressed. I think they would like the privilege of
fishihig the last 15 or 20 days in November. They claim that the whitefish have
spawned and gone by that time.



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 100.)

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. They ask the privilege of fishing the last 20 days in November, on the grounds

that the whitefish have spawned and gone by that time, is that all ?-A. As near as
I know of.

Q. Is it with reference to whitefish fishing only ?-A. For whitefish fishing only;
as herring have no close seaÉon, they ask the above privilege to catch herring and
other fish at that time.

Q. Then they are embodied in the above two paragraphs?-A. Yes, I think so.

ROBERT McDONALD sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Your residence ?-A. Point Ann.
Q. Your calling ?-A. Fisherman.
Q. How long?-A. Forty-six years.
Q. Where have you fished principally ?-A. I have fished now for 44 years on

lot 16 and 17, township of Thurlow, Point Ann.
Q. What description of net do you use ?-A. I have a seine and bullhead-nets,

hoop-nets and gill-nets.
Q. Size of mesh in seine is what ?-A. Two and a half is for the bag; 3 inches

for the wings; 4 is the outside.
Q. With regard to the hoop-net, what size of mesh do you use ?-A. The same

as in the seine and in gill-nets, from 2½ to 2î.
Q. Do you buy your nets 2j inches fron the makers ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. When it is put in the water what size will it be ?-A. It does not shrink

any, I think, it is linen.
Q. What will the 2j inch in the seine be; will it contract in fishing ?-A. It

will stretch with the heft of the fish.
Q. Will it stretch all the meshes in the nets at once ?-A. Yes.
Q. What kind of fish do you catch principally ?-A. Whitefish, herring, sunfish,

perch and coarse fish.
Q. Are your hoop-nets used principally for catching bullheads?-A. Yes, sir,

and eels.
Q. Where do you sell your fish generally ?-A. In Belleville. They are sold for

the American market, but our herring are for home use.
Q. What do you say, with your knowledge and experience, when are the white-

fish in the hottest of their spawning time ?-A. From the 3rd to the 6th November.
They will begin about the lst and are through by the 8th.

Q. Do any spawn before that?-A. I have never seen them on the bars before
that, for I have stood and watched thein play for an hour.

Q. Then, they all come up in a body to spawn, but where are they before the
1st and after the 8th do you suppose ?-A. In the lake, I suppose.

Q. Do they remain outside their, spawning bars any time before they go on
them ?-A. No.

Q. Where you fish you say they come on the bars to spawn from the lst to the
8th November; now, where are they before that time ?-A. I suppose on the edge
of the bars before the lst of November, and outside these bars in deeper water.

Q. What is the size of these spawning bars they come upon ?-A. Some places
right upon the shore-half a mile long and some places three or four miles long.

Q. How many miles would the whole spawning ground cover?-A. Over 30
miles.

Q. Then yoa fish on a breeding ground. You say the whitefish come there and
breed from the Jt to the 8th of November. What is the extent of this breeding
ground you fish upon ?-A. It is only a small part-about an acre.
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Q. Then you don't fish on the whole ground you speak of ?-A. No, sir.
Q. You say the whitefish spawn in your estimation from the lt to the 8th

November, and you never saw them before or after that time as they are in deeper
water outside the bar before this ?-A. Yes, sir, and the extent of the bar is about
10 miles. Some places, is about j mile and some places about j mile wide.

Q. How large is the property you fish upon ?-A. The width of 200 acres.
There is no spawning ground upon that place.

Q. Is it a spawning ground at any time ?-A. I don't know, there is from 60 to
70 feet of water.

Q. Now what about the time for herring spawning ?-A. I never saw a her-
ring spawn in my life. I don't know anything about them.

Q. When do they come near the shores ?-A. Ail I know is when they come
up the bay is after the whitefish, which is from the lt to 5th or 6th of November.
The herring come up after the 8tb.

Q. How long do the whitefish stay after they are done spawning on the
grounds ?-A. Not very long.

Q. Do you believe there should be close season for the-protection of the white-
fish ?--A. Yes. About the lst to the 9th or 10th of November.

Q. What about a herring close time ?-A. Well there never was any close
season on herring.

Q. Now what condition are the fish in generally speaking at the heat of spawn-
ing ?-A. They are fattest at the time of spawning.

GEORGE MoDONALD sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. Have you anything to suggest, sir ? -A. In regard to close season for white-

fish, I think about the lt to the 10th of November is about right.
Q. Why do you say that? Is that their spawning time ?-A. I think it is.
Q. Do you suppose any spawn before or after that time ?-A. That is about

the time.
Q. What about herring? Do you know anything about them?-A. Not parti-

cularly. There were as many whitefish in the bay last fall as any previous years
or 40 years ago, as I fished on the same grounds then, but I did not have a seine.

Q. How did you catch them 40 years ago ?-A. With a seine. There was no
close season at that time.

Q. How do you know they were not as plentiful then as now ?-A. I have
tested. That year we did not see then until the 27th October. That was the first
whitefish.

Q. Did you say they were more plentiful 40 years ago ?-A. No, I say they
were scarce 40 years ago.

Q. But now they are plentiful you say ?-A. Yes.

SAMUEL GEDDES sworn:-

By .Mr. Wilmot :
Q. Where do you reside ?-A. Tyendinaga.

*Q. What is your occupation ?-A. I fish part of the time and farm part of the
time.

Q. How long have you been engaged in fishing ?-A. About 35 or 36 years.
And farming the same time.
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Q. In what part of the bay do you principally fish ?-A. I fish two or three
different stations. One at Salmon Island, one down near the lighthouse and one at
Bluff Point. About three miles apart each. Six miles would cuver the whole of it.

Q. What nets do you fish with ?-A. Seines wholly.
Q. What is the size of the mesh ?-A. The centre is about 2j inch mesh and the

wings are from 2j to 4 inches, and the other parts run 2¾ and 5 and 6 inches.
Q. Now what kind of fish do you catch with these seines ?-A. Herring and

whitefish are about equal, also pike, pickerel and some bass and sometimes
bullheads.

Q. What is the usual size of the whitefish ?-A. About two pounds. And the
herrings run about half a pound, a little under half; 100 will weigh 45 pounds.

Q. What would be the size of the pickerel ?-A. From ï to 7,8 and 10 pounds.
Q. Do you know the pickerel of ï of a pound are incapable of spawning ?-A.

Yes, sir, and 1 never saw any of a pound weight spawn.
Q. Where do you generally seli your fish ?-A. Some I sell home, and some I

ship. About as much one place as the other.
Q. The whitefish and coarse fish go to the States ?-A. Yes, sir, and the herring

are sold at home.
Q. What is the usual price you get for whitefish ?-A. About,10 cents a pound.

Herring I sell by the 100 in count, they average 50 cents a 100.
Q. What do your coarse fish bring?-A. Pike brings about 2 eents, pickerel

5 cents and bass 5 cents. Other coarse fish 1 cent.
Q. Have you made any observation when the different kinds of fish are spawn-

ing ?-A. Yes, sir. The herring and whitefish come in the bay from the lst October
to the 7th and 10th, sometimes 15th, pretty near the 20th, and we continue catching
them until close season, the 1st of November.

Q. What do they come in the bay for ?- A. I suppose to spawn ; they begin to
spa\vn about the 1st of November, terminate spawning about the 10th November,
that is close season.

Q. How do you know they spawn between the 1st and 10th of November ?--A.
If you catch them before the lst they are full of spawn. If they are caught after
there is no spawn in them, I never noticed any spawn in them after the 10th.

Q. And do I understand you to say that you never caught any fish after the 10th
that ihad any spawn in them ?-A. Not that 1 remember.

Q. Why did you pay this particular attention to them that they did not have
any spawn in them after the 10th and before the lst ?-A. Just to see if they had
any spawn in them; they had noue before and none after, and in nine-tenths of cases
I did not notice any, they stay after spawning just a short time.

Q. Do you mean to tell me no whitefish get in the nets after the 10th ?-A.
Yes, sir. There may be an odd one, probably in a haul you catch 100 herring, and
one whitefish.

Q. How do the whitefish stand in regards to numbers, and herring also in
regard to former years?-A. There are as many as 30 years ago.

Q. What kind of net did you fish with 30 years ago ?-A. A seine, and we daught
quite a few. sometimes 40 or 50, and sometimes noue. Sometimes we would catch
100 and 200. I don't know as I ever caught 300.

Q. So you don't know what you. might catch now, as you cannot fish ?-A. No,
not wheu the whitefish are plentiful.

Q. How do you know they are just as plentiful now as then ?-A. I think they
are, but then you see the time we used to catch them we are prohibited from now.

Q. Why do you make that statement ?-A. Because we catch a hundred at a
haul before the close scasons.

Q. When do you catch as many as 40, 50 and 100 at a time like what you caught
30 years ago ?-A. Yes, at the same time fishing and they are all caught in a seine.

Q.. What is the size of the seine now ?-A. About the same. About 30 ro'ds is
the general size.

Q. Are there as many fishermen engaged in fishing now as then ?-A. I think
and as many more, double the number.
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Q. What was the size of the mesh 36 years ago ?-A. About the saiae nets and
size of mesh as now.

Q. Do you think it desirable to have a close season for whitefish and herring?
-A. Yes, for whitefish, I don't know for herring.

Q. Why should there be a close season for whitefish ?-A. I think they should
be protected while spawning.

Q. And do you say there should not be one for herring?-A. I do not say that.
They seem to be as numerous as other years.

Q. Should there be a close season for herring when they are spawning ?-A. I
don't know that they are diminishing any or not. Well, I suppose they should be
protectei.

Q. Should pickered be protected during their spawning season?-A. Yes, sir,
and I think bass should be protected, and I suppose maskinongé should be protected.
I don't know about pike they seem to live on other fish.

Q. Now you go in for protection for whitefish, pickerel, bass and maskinongé?
What about mudcats, should they be protected ?-A. Yes.

Q. Of all these classes of fish which do you catch the most of ?-A. The most
are herring.

Q. And the very fish you catch the most of, you don't want protected ?-A. They
seem to stand iL.

Q. What time should pickerel be protected ?-A. At the time the close season
is now, from the 15th April to 15th May.

Q. Maskinongé and pike, what about them and mudeats?-A. 1 have never
caught any maskinongé, but mudcats spawn in the last of May. Sometime in May
anyway.

Q. What condition are the fish when they are in the spawning time, are they
as good then as before ?-A. Not much difference, I think.

Q. Do you think any animal is as good at that time ?-A. Yes.
Q. Do they sell as well in the market at the spawning time ?-A. There is no

difference that I know of.
Q. Do you think there should be, any additional licenses issued in your neigh-

bourhood ?-A. I think there is quite sufficient.
Q. You don't think they should be unlimited ?-A. I don't think that everyone

who comes along should have one. There should be discrimination in favour of the
old licensees.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. Well, when you say in favour of the old fishermen, are there not a class who

fish in your section fishermen and farmers?-A. I don't own a farm, sir, I rent one.
But it is customary to both farm and fish together.

Q. When is fishing carried on ?-A. Generally about 1st of October, from that
time out.

Q. Do you think the department should take steps to preserve the fish for the
fishermen generally ?-A. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. Do you think the department should protect the fisheries by additional

regulations ?-A. Yes, sir, in regard to close time and nets.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. I want to ask you the quantity of fish you disposed of this year ?-A. I cannot

tell you. It was between $290 and $400 last falil.
Q. Weli, did you get the whole of this amount ?-A. No. The men got half. We

fish with three seines and the men get half ; it is the rule to give them haf.
Q. How far do you draw your seines ?-A. On from 120 to 240 fathoms.
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HENRY B. BRICKMAN sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Have you something you would like to mention yourself ?-A. I have fished

since 1881, and I think the fish more plentiful now. In 1881, I got 400, in 1887, I
got as many as 2,000, 1882, I only got 5 whitefish.

Q. Can you give any cause for this increase in 1887 ?-A. The artificial
hatcheries are the cause of this increase.

Q. Can you not think of any other cause besides the artificial hatcheries ?
You caught 2,000 fish in 1887, and 5 in 1882. Did you use the sane nets ?-A.
Same nets, and in the sane waters at Niger Island.

Q. Where you caught these 2,000 fish in 1887 ? There was no close season
in 1887 ?-A. They were caught in October.

Q. In what state were they then as far as spawning was concerned ?-A. This
was from the 15th to the last of October when they had not spawned.

Q. When you cleaned them was the spawn far advanced ?-A. About ready to
spawn at the time we quit. Some were ready to spawn at the end of October, they
generally spawn most freely about the lst to the 10th of November. There might
be a ferspawn before, and a few spawn after.

Q. What kind of fish do you principally catch after the 10th of November ?-
A. We do not fish after the lst, but some do for coarse fish.

Q. Are herring caught in your fishing ground?-A. They do not seem to get
up the bay that far.

Q. Are herring not caught in any quantity about Nigger Island ?-A. No, not
like they are in some places, such as down the bay. I have seen them from here to
Rednersville. At the lower parts of the bay they catch some.

Q. Can you tell me what the fish come up for ?-A. To spawn. They only
come once a year.

Q. Do you think fish ought to be protected while they are spawning ?-A. Yes,
all fish such as herring and whitefish during the spawning time. If one should,
they all should.

Q. Now do you catch any other kind of fish except whitefish and herring ?-
A. Oh, yes, pike and suckers.

Q. What is the usual weight of the whitefish you catch ?-A. About 2 pounds
is the average, sometimes a little under and sometimes a little over.

Q. Have you any idea about what size fish would not spawn ? Should they be
2 pounds before they spawn ?-A. I think so.

Q. Now, do you think that 2 pounds and under would not be spawning fislh?
-A. I would not be certain about that.

Q. Do you think the department ought to protect fish generally in the interests
of the fishermen and fisheries?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Am I right in saying then, it is the duty of the Government to protect the
fish with proper regulations as to the close time and description of nets, is that it ?
-A. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. What was the quantity of fish you caught last season ?-A. 835 was last

year's catch, 835 was the total proceeds of my fishing.
Q. What was the cause of that small amount, do you suppose ?-A. I cannot

tell, unless it was a difference in the running of the fish.
Q. Where is the nearest point to this that they catch whitefish in the spring

and summer months ?-A. It is in the Gaps, about 42 miles below, towards Lake
Ontario.
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NICHOLAS McDONALD sworn:-

.By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Now, sir, what statement do you wish to make ?-A. I want to say about

the close season and for what kind of fish.
Q. What fish do you say there should be close seasons for ?-A. For black bass,

whitefish and maskinongé, but pickerel destroy others.
Q. What about the othei; kinds of fish, what of herring ?-A. No close season

for herring, I know no differeice between them to-day and years ago.
Q. When would you have the whitefish close season then ?-A. From the 1st to

the 9th or 10th November.
Q. When do you catch herring most freely? When are your best catches of

herring?-A. In November.
Q. Therefore you don't want a close season for them at their spawning time, is

that it ?-A. That is it. We catch some in November, but not very many.
Q. Now, what about the size of mesh you use ?-A. About 2j for the seines in

the bag, 3 inches is the next, and the outside is about 5 inches.

By Mr. Harris:
Q.' Do you use fike-nets at all ?-A. I use the hoop-nets.
Q. Hoop-nets are used by you to catch what?-A. To catch mudcats, pike and

suckers.
Q. What size mesh do you use ?-A. About 2-inches in the hoop.
Q. What in the sides ?-A. Two and a half in the wings.
Q. And what in the leader ?-A. Three inches.
Q. You use double nets ?-A. Yes, sir.

DAVID GEROW sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. Your residence, Mr. Gerow ?-A. Prince Edward.
Q. What is your occupation ?-A. Fishing and bunting.
Q. How long have you been engaged in fishing ?-A. Off and on, 40 years.
Q. What particular part of the bay do you fish in ?-A. Mississauga Point.
Q. Is there many other fishing stations alongside of you?-A. There is one on

top of me; he gets the most; he is on the west side of me.
Q. How many nets are there within half a mile of you, on each side of you ?-

A. There are two, two above me, but none below. They are within a space of
about half a mile; three within half a mile, near Mississauga Point.

Q. What sort of nets do you fish with ?-A. Seines, and nothing else.
Q. What is the size of your mesh ?-A. Centre is about 3 inches, and I he sides

4, about 4j and 5 at the end.
Q. What is the length ?-A. Twenty-eight or 30 rods long, and about 11 feet

deep when fishing.
Q. Are the other nets the saine in your neighbourhood ?-A. Largely the same

mesh, but some of the other nets have smaller meshes.
Q. What kinds of fish do you generally catch ?-A. All kinds, whitefish, her-

ring, pike, pickerel, now and then perch and suckers, and bass very seldom.
Q. During the season do you catch a num ber of mudcats, how many altogether ?

-A. I don't suppose I catch 100.
Q. Of those fish you have enumerated which are the most valuable to you?-A.

Whitetish are the most valuable, both in money and quantity in my fishing.
Q. What comes next to the whitefish ?-A. The first yield is whitefish, the

second, herring, and the coarse fish come last.
17
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Q. The value of the whitefish is what?-A. Four or 5 cents a pound; for the
herring, we seil them for 60 cents a hundred.

Q. And the coarse fish, what do they average a pound ?-A. Pickerel are a
valuable fish, and we get for them the same as whitefish, 5 cents a pound; and for
coarse fish we get ý cent a pound; 3 cents for pike and 5 cents for bass.

Q. Your suckers and mudcats, what do you get for them ?-A. One-half cent for
mudcats; we don't seli mudcats generally, we put them back in the bay, to eat up
other fish.

Q. Where do you sell yourfish principally ?-A. Iight on theground to dealers.
Sold from the nets to Canadian dealers, who send theni to the States.

Q. Have you any idea what these Canadians get for their fish in the States ?-
A. I have not, sir.

Q. Is there any difference made in the price of your fish ?-A. No, sir. All are
bought at any time irrespective of quality, except in close season.

Q. Have you any knowledge relating to the time these fish are spawning ?
When are the whitetish spawning ?-A. Generally from the lst to the 10th of
November, I have seen them on the bars. I have seen the spawn after they have
laid it.

Q. What is the usual size of the spawn ?-A. About the size of a pin head.
Q. And you say you have seen the eggs in the water after their spawning ?-

A. Yes, when they are there on the bed.
Q. Are the tish on the top of the water or the bottorn when spawning ?-A.

Bottom, sir. They drop their eggs on the bottom. Always on the earth near the
bottom. They come to the top and give a flip on their belly and go to the botton,
and I have seen the eggs on the bottom.

Q. You don't know, then, whether they lay their eggs near the top or on the
bottom ?-A. I have seen the eggs at the bottom.

Q. Then you think whitefish spawn between the lt and 10th November ?-A.
Yes. sir. We know they do not go on bars and shoals until that time.

Q. Then the reason they spawn from the Ist to the 10th is that they are only
seen by you on the bars at that time, is that what yon mean, sir ?-A. That's it, and
previous to the lt of November they are running up the bay, and hunting for
these places I suppose.

Q. When they find their spawning ground do they go immediately upon it, or
do they not ?-A. I think they do. They come upon the ground and spawn between
the 1st and 10th November, and they leave the bay and we seldom catch one after
that.

Q. Do I understand you to say you want to have from the 10th to the 30th
November to be allowed to fish ?-A. Yes, for herring, as we very seldom catch any
whitefish at all at that time, and we never catch any herring at all until the white-
fish have left us.

Q. Then the reason you ask to fish 20 days in November is to catch herring ?-
A. Yes, to catch herring here, and we fish suckers and such kinds of fish after that.

Q. Do you catch many whitefish before the lt of November ?-A. We don't
catch a great many, 50, or 60 at a haul, sometimes we only get 2 or 3, sometimes 5,
6, 10, 12, 14, along there.

Q. Have you ever cagght, before the lst October, one hundred or two hundred
whitefish.-A. Yes, sir, about two years ago. I don't know as I ever got more in this
bay, but I have caught 1,000 at Weller's Beach, 25 or 30 years ago.

Q. Have you known other fishermen to catch many more than that in the fall, in
October ?-A. In November, that was the month.

Q. What were they supposed to be there for at that time when you caught
these ?-A. I cannot say, but they spawn here now from the lst to 10th November.

Q. Do you know more about the fish now than then ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you never observe whether they were spawning at that time ?-A. Yes,

the spawn was loose in them. In November, when they were spawning, the eggs
were running freely from some of them.
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Q. Those fish you caught in former years at Weller's Beach would be in Novem-
ber?-A. Along the lst of November. 1 cannot say exactly. About the 1st No-
vember, and we caught them ail through November, that was about 20 or 22 years
ago.

Q. Then you used to catch a thousand fish at a haul, in November, when they
were spawning, eggs running frecly from them about Tst November, and caught
them all through November about 20 or 22 years ago ?-A. Yes, sir, I think about
then.

Q. And now you say the fish come up on the bars here about the lst Novem-
ber. And they leave on the 10th and they are all done spawning then you say ?-
A. I never saw whitetish caught after that. They are through spawning.

Q. How would you know that, sir, if the close season Say@ they are not to be
caught in November ?-A. Because we used to catch them then when there was no
close season.

Q. Then you are not prepared to say positively there are no eggs in the white-
fish after the 10th of November ?-A. I won't say that, but I never saw any.

Q. Now come down to the herring. Do you know anything about the spawn-
ing of the herring ?-A. I don't, sir. I don't know when they spawn. I catch quite
a few herring, principally along about the 12th to 15th of November, they are in the
heft of spawning and when the ice forms they are spawning yet.

Q. Then you commence your herring fishing about the 10th Novemberaand con-
tinue until the ice forms ?-A. Yes, sir, and they are full of spawn all this time.

Q. When do you see this spawn running out of them like you do the whitefish ?
-A. I cannot say. I never saw it running out of them like the whitefish anyway.

Q. When do you tbink they spawn ?-A. i cannot say, sir.
Q. You say that in some of them the spawn will run out ?-A. Once and a while

the spawn will run out of them.
Q. You cannot say when they principally spawn ?-A. I cannot, sir, nor where

they go to spawn.
Q. How is it you know where the whitefish go to spawn and the herring you

know nothing about?-A. I have seen them.
Q. When they come on these places you saw them ?-A. I suppose coming up

the bay.
Q. Do you catch them all the year around ?-A. No, in the fall principally.
Q. Do you pretend to tell me you do not know what they come there for ?-A.

No, sir, I cannot say.
Q. Did you ever see herring eggs in the water ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Ever try to see them ?-A. Yes, sir, but you cannot see them in deep water.

That is the only place I ever see herring in deep water.
Q. lis it correct when all these other fishermen say that the herring come in the

Bay of Quinté to spawn ?-A. I cannot say, sir.
Q. Do you not know whether the herring come for that purpose or not ?-A. I

do not know, sir.
Q. Do they all come in together as a rule ?-A. I cannot say that.
Q. Do the herring come in later than whitefish ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now what about the pickerel spawning?-A. They spawn just as soon as

the ice goes out. I have not seen the spawn running out of them. I do not know
anything about them, only they spawn in the spring. They go in the rivere, but I
never fish in the rivers.

Q. Now what about the bass spawning time?-A. I think they spawn along in
June, the last of May and 1st of June. I have seen their beds many times. On the
bars along the shores in shallow water.

Q. Do you think it right to destroy them when they are spawning?-A. No,
sir; I do not, nor any fish when spawning,

Q. Therefore do you think there should be close seasons for fish ?-A. Yes, I do,
and always did at the proper time when spawning.

Q. What is the state of the fishing at present in the Bay of Quinté in regard to
whitefish, and herring as to quantity, as formerly ?-A. I cannot say as to that.

19
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Q. Are they as numerous here as years ago?-A. I think they are and more
s0.

Q. Whitefish are as numerous as formerly ?-A. Yes, as many here as 20 years
ago.

Q. Now the impression is that whitefish are falling off everywhere. Can you
give a reason why you say they are so plentiful here ?-A. Close seasons, and putting
the fry in here from the tisheries, I suppose.

Q. Now in your locality you say there are three licenses ?-A. Yes, sir. One
of them is a little nearer than I would like to have it.

Q. Do you think it would be advisable to grant any more licenses for that
neighbourhood ?-A. I do not, sir; I think there are more licenses issued now than
there ought to be.

Q. In yourt own section or in the bay generally do you mean ?-A. The whole
bay, and I think it would be wise to decrease instead of increase the licenses of the,
bay.

Q. Are there many persons who get licenses that should not ?-A. I think there
are, and the farmer that has land and farms should not be entitled to his licenses as
well as the fisherman.

Q. You say "you cannot fish your seines where the whitefish come to spawn "?
-A. No, and I don't suppose there are three seines in the Bay of Quinté that can,
because the fish spawn on the bars.

Q. Can gill-nets catch tish right outside the bars where they come to spawn ?-
A. Yes, sir; and the whitofish are captured before they can get over them to spawn.

Q. Can gill-nets also get them on bars ?-A. Yes, sir, I have seen them go in
among them on bars.

By Mr. Harris:

Q. If you did catch them in the seines at that time couldn't you returri them to
the water without injury ?-A. Just as easily as black bass.

Q. And if the gil-nets catch them at the same time will they be drowned and
dead ?-A. Yes, sir, and they cannot get them out without destroying the gills.

By llr. Wilmot:

Q. If you caught in gill-nets do they all die ?-A. Yes.

By Mr. flarris:

Q. If the gill-net men catch fish they are in boats are they not ?-A. Yes.
Q. They eould smuggle these fish away better than you can ?-A. Yes.
Q. Would it be possible to ascertain whether the fish were thrown back or not,

1 mean for the fishery overseer?-A. No, it could not be. lie could not be all over
at one time. I know that by experience.

Q. Then you say it would be impossible for any fishery overseer to see that
the whitefish or other fish taken are returned to the water ?-A. He could not see it
ail ovir his district at one time.

Q. His limits are so large he could not do it?-A. Certainly not.

By Mr. Wilmot :*

Q. In your experience of fisheries generally do you think the fishermen would
be honest enough to turn them loose if they caught them ?-A. I cannot say.

Q. Can you say that fishermen could not be relied upon to return all fish ?-A.
I cannot sav for all, I could say for some of them.

Q. Fishermen are not all to be relied upon, to return the fish generally to the
water?-A. Yes, that is what I mean.

Q. What quantity have you taken during the season, what was your catch last
year ?-A. Last year about 250 whitefish and about 3,000 herring, I guess, and I
caught about one dozen pickerel, and all the other coarse fish put together. I might
have got 100 to 150.
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Q. How many seines do you fish with ?-A. One.
Q. Now, what probable receipts did you get for ail you fishing ?-A. $9.60 were

the profits received after supplying my family with fish. That is what I sold, after
paying the hands and ail.

Q. Would the hands receive half?-A. Yes.
Q. Have you any idea what the receipts of your hands were ?-A. Yes, $1.50 a

piece.
Q. You only sold $9.60 and the helps got half of that ?-A. Yes my own chi-

dren got it.
Q. What keeps you on fishing for this small catch ?-A. No other way to make

a living.
Q. Those that fish with you what do they do?'-A. They work out in the

summer time.
Q. You say Mr. Black comes to buy your fish. How much do you get from

him daily or weekly ?-A. Sometimes 20c., 30c., 50c. and $1, and sometimes I have
nothing fron him.

Q. Does this man Black do any other business except getting fish ?-A. Nothing,
I guess.

Q. You say you have 3-inch centre in your seine ?-A. Yes, mostly; all have
the same, but some have 2½-inch mesh.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. Is a 3-inch mesh quite small enough ?-A. No, 2½ is small enough.
Q. You would rather have a snaller mesh would you ?-A. Yes, 2j is small

enough and large enough.
Q. You say the herring is the most valuable fish next to the whitefish ?-A.

Yes, and I sell them for 60 cents a hundred, and I find this more profitable to bar-
relling them.

Q. Do you catch any black bass or other fish ?-A. Very seldom a bass, one or
two.maskinongé aid very few bullheads. The herring is my principal catch.

Q. Do the bulk of the fish here go to the Buffalo Fish Company?-A. I suppose
their agent here, Mr. Black, buye them, and I think Thomas McDonald buys, but he
does not live in Belleville; but he does his shipping and packing in Belleville. But
Black lives in Belleville.

Q. Do any American boats fish in the waters off here in the lake ?-A. I don't
know. Yes, there is a tug, and that tug could take fish from the gill-net men very
easily. Yes, and there is quite a lot done no doubt.

By M1fr. Wilmot :
Q. Does Mr. Black take from you the duty that goes to the United States?

Does he ever say he gives you less on that account ?-A. No, I know nothing about
that.

Q. Are you aware there is a duty on fish going into the United States ?-A. I
have heard there was, but it does no affect me.

By Mr. -Harris:
Q. Do the fishermen here make contracts for the season's catch ?-A. I never

contract my fish to any man, but many of the fishermen do that I think.
Q. Do you know ofany case here where the agent has paid the money for the

licenses here ?-A. No, I do not, all the fishermen here take out the licenses and
pay the fees themselves.

Q. The fee for a seine is 87 is it not ?-A. Yes, some are not, they are different
prices here. I pay $5.

Q. What is your business besides fishing?-A. Tell, nothing except hunting.
Q. Are you what they call a sport ?-A. I am Robinson Crusoe, as I live on an

island.
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WILLIAM BLACK affirmed:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Do you reside here, sir, and what is your calling ?-A. Yes, sir, in Belleville,

and I am a mariner and fish-dealer.
Q. How long have you' been engaged in the business ?-A. About 28 years,

something like that. I cannot telr exactly.
Q. What sort of business are you doing in the way of fish dealing ? Do you

catch fish yourself ? What kinds ?-A. I catch bullheads, and other kinds of fish,
suckers and coarse fish, but no whitefish or herring of late years.

Q. Where are you fishing, what part of the bay ?-A. In Mosquito Bay, and
there are nets near mine, hoop-nets above and below the island, ail are in the same
bay.

Q. How nany nets are set in that fishing ground ?-A. I could not say how
many are set, but I set two double sets with two hoop-nets, and a leader between
thein. The length of the leader is about 30 rods.

Q. Do you fish with any gill-nets or any other kind of nets ?-A. No, sir.
Q. And the fish you catch are what ?-A. Bullheads and rough fish, such as

perch and sunfish. No bass. The nets are set where black bass and pickerel do
not frequent that water at that time of the year, nor while I am fishing.

Q. Do you say you are a fish-dealer, and do you buy from other fishermen in
this section, and do you generally take out ail their catch ?-A. Yes, about all their
catch, ail I can get.

Q. Is there no other person buying besides yourself ?-A. Yes, Mr. McDonald
is in the same business. Without interfering with my business, I think I do the
largest.

Q. How do you buy the fish ? Are they brought into you and delivered to
you here ? Do you go after them ?-A. I go for some, and some are taken at the
fishing stations, and some are brought to me in Belleville.

Q. In what condition are they brought?-A. Builheads are dressed, the other
fish are not. I buy by the pound, ail but the herring and we buy them by the count.

Q. What is the usual price for bullheads as you buy thein ?-A. 4j cents for
bullheads, pike 3 cents, bass and pickerel 5 cents, herring60 cents a hundred by the
count, sunfish and suekers and perch and sheepsheads j cent a pound, they ail go
to the American market, we send them in ice, we furnsh the ice and pack them
ourselves for the Buffalo markets.

Q. Do you go there with them ?-A. No, sir, we send them, sometimes by ex.
press and sometimes by freight, there is no middleman between us and the Buffalo
people, we consign them to the Bliffalo Fish Company, they pay all charges and they
pay the duty also, I suppose, 1 pay no duty.

Q. Have you ever had any conversation with the Buffalo Fish Company about the
duty?-A. No. I understood there was ¾ per cent duty on Canadian fish going into
the United States, I express them to the Buffalo Fish Company, and I know nothing
about paying the duty.

Q. Do they pay you here on delivery of the fish ?-A. I draw on them and
any charges they pay them and [ get so much a pound for buying them.

Q. Then you buy on a commission, you are actually their agent here. You
buy for them and are paid a commission by them, and you never had any conver-
sation with the company in any shape or manner with regard to the duty?-A. I
would not answer that question.

Q. Did they ever tell you if you bought these fish for them you would be free
from the duty ?-A. I would not answer that question.

Q. So you won't say whether the company has made any offer to you about the
duty or not?-A. I won't say.

Q. You have got 10 sets of nets you say. Are you the actual owner of these
nets ?-A. Yes, I own them myself.

Q. Have the Buffalo Company or their agents any claim on them in any way?
-A. I am the owner of the nets.
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Q. No understanding between you and the company?-A. I won't answer that
question.

Q. You don't know what I am going to ask you. You own the nets, and you
say there is no understanding between you and the company about these nets ?-A.
I won't answer that.

Q. You won't say there is no understanding about these?-A. I won't answer
that.

Q. Do you know whether there is any understanding between the company and
any of the other fishermen about their nets?-A. I don't know.

Q. Do you deliver any of these fish to any tugs or vessels belonging to the
company that come here?-A. They have no tug on this lake, they all go by train.

Q. And the company have no tug by wbich they carry away fish on this bay,
and are you prepared to say that McDonald sends his away the saine as you do ?-"
A. I cannot say, but all my fish go by express and freight.

Q. Do you know if they were your own fish and you shipped them direct,
you would have to pay duty on them?-A. I never paid any duty on tish.

Q. Rave you any idea of the quantity of fish shipped byyourself over there?-A.
No, I cannot just now, not very well.

Q. Could you give it to Overseer Clarke any time, so we might ask for it for last
year ?--A. Yes.

Q. Is there any other American company dealing here besides the Buffalo Com-
pany ?-A. I don't know. Yes, there is the Cape Vincent Company, and McDonald
buys for them. They ship by Grand Trunk to Buffalo.

Q. Do you get fish up from Hay Bay ?-A. No. My district is around here.
All in Mr. Clarke's division.

Q. Do you catch many cels ?-A. Yes, quite a few. Some in hoop-nets, but not
a great many eels. They are worth 4 to 4½ cents a pound, just as they are caught.

Q. Is there a pretty big trade in eels among the other fishermen here ?-A.
Yes. There is a large fishing for eels by night lines. Eels are caught largely by
night lines, by a number of the fishermen.

Q. Are you catching more eels now than formerly ?-A. Yes. It is on account
of the trade demand for them, that is why they are increasing, but I think they
corne through the Murray Canal now.

Q. Then you are not interested in whitefish fishing lately, only that you buy
them ?-A. No, I am not fishing for any.

Q. Are you prepared to say what you get for your fish in each class from the
Buffalo people ?-A. I don't think I ought to. Yes, I can tel] you.

Q. Does the company make any difference with you as to the quality you send
them, or do they take all fish, at all times, in all conditions ?-A. Yes, as long as
they are good sound fish.

Q. What do you mean by the words sound fish ?-A. Not spoiled.
Q. Do they make any difference between fish that are heavily laden with spawn

or not?-A. They don't get them, but it makes no difference with them, no matter
in spawn or not, it never has.

Q. Well, have you any idea whether fish are in better condition sometimes than
others?-A. No, I don't know as I have. I don't think there is. I don't see any
difference. I have eaten them when they were full of spawn. In my choice I
never noticed any difference in the flesh.

Q. You ought to know something about the spawning time of fish. When do
the whitefish spawn in your estimation ?-A. I don't know, as I do not handle them
during spawning season.

Q. There is a season in which they do spawn ?-A. I think the bulk is qver by
the lOth of November. Some spawn before and some after. I never ship fish dur-
ing illegal times.

Q. Well, what is your idea about the herring? When are they in spawning
season ? Do they spawn about the same as whitefish ?-A. A little later. The
whitefish are about through when the herring are commencing, sometimes before
the herring are ready.
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Q. Are herring like other fish sent to Buffalo?-A. No, the herring is kept
here and sold around these parts of the country. Sold here in the country to the city
people or farmers.

Q. The herring come then the same time as the whitefish ?-A. Yes, the white-
fish come ahead, about the 12th and 15th October, about the same.time but nothing
to speak of.

Q. What do the whitefish and herring come in the bay for ?-A. I suppose for
shelter, feeding and spawning.

Q. Why don't they come in earlier for food and shelter?-A. I suppose the later
it gets the rougher it gets, and I suppose they come for to spawn.

Q. Do you know anything about the pickerel spawning ?-A. Yes, they spawn
in May and the bass spawn in June. They run together in May sometimes and pike as
near as I know, spawn in May, and mudcats spawn about the last of May and in June.

Q. How long do the whitefish generally remain in the bay ?-A. Till after they
leave the bars, about the 10th of November they leave then for the lake, and the
herring they stay until the winter sets in, sometimes lst Dècember.

Q. What is the state of the fisheries now compared with former years?-A. I
think it is about 28 years since I commenced fishing, and the whitefish are thicker
now than the first fall I fished.

Q. What is the reason of this do you think?-A. The hatcheries and by pro-
tection and by the close seasons.

Q. What about herring, are they as plentiful. Are herring less numerous than
28 years ago ?-A. 28 years ago. I did not know anything about them.

Q. Are they falling off or increasing ?-A. They are not iincreasing any that I
cai see.

Q. What do think about the pickerel ?-A. Just now they are nearly gone.
They were caught very numerously years ago in May both in the river and bay: they
came to the rivers to spawn and were caught very numerously and the great catch
was when they came up the rivers.

Q. Do you kiow anything about how it is with the bass ? Are they as plelntiful
or are they scarce ?-A. Bass arè not as plentiful, my opinion is they are not.

Q. Are there a good many caught by anglers ?--A. Yes, some got as many as
40 a day with a hook and line.

Q. What about your pike and maskinongé, are they falling off too ?-A. No, the
pike were thicker last spring than for years. I don't know anything about
the maskinongé.

Q. What about the mudcats ?-A. They are not as plentiful as they used to be.
We used to fish by the ton for thern. I think that was a mistake, as we were allowed
to fish too long in the spring for them.

Q. Was it the over catch that brought them down ?-A. Yes, and fishing at the
spawning time.

Q. In regard to the other coarse fish, are they increasing or decreasing ?-A.
Eels are increasing. Sunfish and perch I don't think they are decreasing. Suckers
are about the same as they were.

Q. What do you think about these licenses, should there be any increase or
decrease?-A. I thinkthereis enough. Some of these men now don't make very much.

Q. Are you of the impression there should be a decrease ?-A. I don't want to say.
Q. What is your private opinion ?-A. I would not want to say.
Q. Do you think the bay at present is over-fished ?-A. I would not say. I

don't think it is. Bass and pickerel should not be fished in the summer.
Q. The bay is over-fished for pickerel you say ?-A. Yes, with nets in the sum-

mer season.
Q! You say they should not be caught by nets at all ? You cannot catch them

except by nets ?-A. They should not be netted for in the summer months, not
until the lst October. These pickerel were plentiful not a great many years ago,
you could count a hundred shanties on the ice fishing for thern, and these men got a
living out of it. Now they cannot get any to speak of. I know they don't get one-
tenth what they used to. These pickerel are not in this bay.
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Q. Are they about one of the best marketable fish you have got here ?-A. Yes.
'They are a firmer fish and at the New York market the choice seems to run on this
fish, we have no blue pickerel here.

Q. Of the different kinds of nets, there are seines, gill-nets, fike-nets used here,
which of these three kinds of nets are most destructive in catching fish ; most des-
tructive towards the fishing interests?-A. I don't know. I cannot say which is
the most destructive net.

Q. Do you think it desirable that there should be a close season for fish during
the spawning season ?-A. Yes, I do on certain kinds of fish, on pickerel, whitetish
and salmon, but not for herring, pike and bullheads.

Q. Should there be any close season for bullheads?-A. Yes, I think it would
be of benefit for the fishermen.

Q. You want no close season for herring, suckers, eels, sunfish and perch?-A.
Yes. It is herring we want to catch for our people here.

Q. Do you think the department should take care of the fish in the interests of
the fishermen as well as the fisheries?-A. Yes, I think the fishermen all want to
protect the fish. The department should care for the fish in the interests of the fish
and fishermen by close seasons and proper regulations.

By Mr. Harris:

Q. What commission do you get on your work buying fish ?-A. One-half to
three-fourths of a cent. I cannot tell what proportion of the catch I handle.

Q. Aro inany of the fish sent direct across the lake to the American States in
boats?-A. Yes, a great many of these boats are around here to take these cargoes
all summer.

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. Do they come into the bay?-A. Yes, around Bath.

By Mr. farris:

Q. Do they come within reach of the fishing by the Bay of Quinté fishermen ?
-A. Yes, they come to the gap in the summer, in August.

Q. What class of fishermen do these American boats get their fish from in
greatest quantities-the gill-net orthe seine men ?-A. The gill-net men supply them
with a good many fish. I think they get all the catch.

Q. I suppose that catch would hardly be reported by the inspector here ?-A.
By the inspector in that district, one at Bath and one at Prinyer.

Q. Do you think these boats would report and make an entry witb their cargo?
-- A. They would have to enter and clear. We enter all fish here that we ship.

Q. In the interests of the fishermen what do you think would be the best plan
of fishing in this bay ; which nets ?-A. Well, seines, and gill-nets for whitefish,
and herring, and pickerel.

Q. Is there any way the bay could be improved to increase the profits of the
fishermen ?-A. I cannot say without it is to enlarge the hatcheries.

Q. Have you any idea the hatcheries could be made so as to keep up the fisher-
eries altogether ?-A. I think they could get along with close seasons being kept.
I want protection and the hatcheries.

Q. Would the majority of the fishermen here be better off if they followed
-other vocations ? Are any of the fishermen making a living by their fishing only?
-A. Oh, yes, they all make a living by it, but there are some who have Emall farms.
As a rule tbey are all pretty rugged men.

Q. Do you make most by your fishing or by your commission ?-A. It just
depends on what I get.

Q. Are herting largely bought by the people herc?-A. Yes, sir ; we regard
them as the poob man's fish. The people look for a supply of these fish when the
winter commences here in the fall, and a good many are distributed among the
farmers.
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Q. Are the black bass generally caught in seines ?-A. Yes, sir, and many in
hoop-nets. In some localities they go in these hoop-nets.

Q. What is the greatest number of bass you ever saw caught in a seine in one
haul ?-A. I cannot answer,'I never saw more than five or six caught. A man may
make a haul an hour and might not get any bass in a week.

Q. What number of bass do the sportsmen catch here in a day ?-A. I have
heard of 40, but I never saw them. There are a good many sportsmen around here
catching bass.

Q. Do you think more are caught with the rod than the seine ?-A. Yes, sir;
double as many more; a fishing rod can go anywhere and the seine cannot.

Q. What month do sportsmen generally fish for bass ?-A. Just as soon as close
season is over they commence and they obey the season pretty well, they fish in
July and August and part of June.

Q. Are the seines drawing at that time ?-A. No, sir; not here, the seines begin
to draw about the lst of October, and some commence in September.

Q. In former years did you ever hear of fishermen transferring their licenses to
the American companies ?-A. I cannot answer that question or whether transfers
arc made to the Americans now.

The Commission then adjourned to meet at Napanee on the 12th inst., and to
make an inspection of the fisheries there and at Hay Bay.

THOMAS McDONALD, fisherman, submits the following to the Commissioners
by letter under his signature of 14th October, 1893:-

In the year 1845, the first fishing was done in Lake Ontario. I fished there
for five summers. The small whitefish and large whitefish run together in July
and August: after Aiigust the young whitefish keep out in deep water and the large
whitefish strike for the spawning grounds and commence to spawn about the lst of
November in Lake Ontario on the shoaly rock bottoms, and they also spawn in the
Bay of Quinté at the same time, on the same bottoms. They spawn between the 1st
and 15th and the 30th November, and after the last of November the whitefisli all
make for deep water.

1 have fished all over the lakes and bays, and the whitefish spawn between the
first and last of November. They spawn in Lake Ontario the same time they
spawn in the Bay-of Quinté. They are the whitefish which Mr. Wilmot put in ten
years ago. We cannot fish our seines during the month of November without
catching some whitefish. Since Mr. Wilmot commenced breeding and planting fish
they are getting more plentiful. The close seasons for whitefish are all right. The
bar whitefish spawn between the 1st and 15th of November and the deep-water fish
spawn between the 15th and 30th November.

(Signed.) THOMAS McDONALD.



Ontario Fishery Commission.

No. 2.-NAPANEE.

Evidence taken before Fishery CommissionersWILMoT and HARRIs at the Town
Hall, Napanee, the 12th day of October, 1893.

Mr. WILMOT, chairman; and Mr. DIAMOND, acting stenographer.

Evidence relating to the fisheries in the Bay of Quinté, was asked for when

Mr. FELIX MELLOW came forward and was sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q Do you desire to mako any suggestions yourself, sir ?-A. Well, yes, I might

say I have followed this vocation about 10 years, and I find the business just as
profitable now as when I began. The first trouble that arose was the orders in
council. The first order that troubled us was an order that we should use a mesh
of 31 inches extension measure.

Q. Are you referring to hoop-net fishing?-A. Yes, sir. It is a well established
fact the mesh is too large. The fish in the bay are smaller than the fish from the
lake.

Q. The fish are smaller in shallow water?-A. Yes. When that order was
passed in council, we had a stock of nets that were 24 inches in extension and the
order wanted them made 3f, and therefore we had to throw away our nets and get
new ones. We cannot follow that vocation for the bullheads with 31 inches, they
drop through it like pease through a sieve. Then, I think about that time we got up
a petition and sent it to the Minister asking the mesh be changed back to 21 inches,
which was allowed. Then, the next order in council was we should not use a leader
to our bags. Well, that would be useless to set a net without a leader, and finally that
was changed and we were allowed to use a leader. This last fall we got word that we
could not set our nets as our licenses had run out. Since then that has been rectified
and we are fishing at present, some of us who were fortunate to secure our licenses.
Ithink that is about all. We have another grievance. We think the close season on
pickerel is too long, and our nets should be licensed to catch bullpouts and eels.
There aire no eels there. I don't think we catch 100 pounds of eels during the
season. The close season on pickerel begins, I think, the 15th April and extends
to the 15th of May. Well, then the close season on bass begins on the 15th of April
and extends to the 15th of Jure. That bars us out o! catching any eels at all. We
would like to have the close season on bass did away with entirely and the close
season on pickerel we would like to have it shortenel some. We think it necessary
to have a close season on pickerel, but I don't think it necessary to have a close
season on bass in the waters of Hay Bay, in the eastern parts. We would like to
have an established law to fish and know whether we are going to be able to fish
one year after another.

Q. Do you say you want no close season in Hay Bay for fish ?-A. We don't
want close season for bass at the west end, and we would like to have the close
season on pickerel shortened up some.

Q. Your iesidence ?-A. In South Fredericksburg, and I have a small farm. I
think my chief calling is fishing.

Q. Are you a fisherman and a farmer?-A. Yes, sir, I farm in the summer
season, and fish when they let me. I have been engaged in fishing in the eastern
part of Hay Bay with hoop-nets altogether, with a double set of hoops and leader.

Q. What is the size of the mesh you use in the hoop-nets ?-A. Body 2j, and
3j in the other part. The first hoop 3. and the second 3, and the other 2½, that is
the body, and the wings 34 and leaders 3j

Q. What kind of fish do you catch ?-A. Bullheads and eels and pan fish, that is
rockfish, perch, and we catch pickerel in those nets, and pike. We catch occasionally
a bass, the black bass.
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Q. Do pickerel get gilled there too ?-A. No, mostly pike and perch.
Q. Where do you principally sell your fish ?-A. I soli them di cet to the

Bhffalo Fish Company. I am their agent here.
Q. Do you buy generally from other fishermen in your neighbourhood ?-A. I

do, but I don't buy ail the fish caught in Hay Bay. I buy about one-half as near as
I can come at it. I buy on commission, or rather I get a commission on ail I buy,
and I buy on my own account also.

Q. What charges or duty do you pay on your fish going to the Buffalo Com-
pany ?-A. I don't have anything to do with the charges or duty.

Q. How do you get your fish into the United States when there is î per cent
duty on them, smuggle them in ?-A. I don't understand that part of it. I don't
attend to that part of it.

Q. Do you send the fish there direct yourself, for if you did you would have to
make some entry. Do you ever make an entry ?-A. I make out the invoices and get
out outward reports, but I don't pay any duty or carriage fees, and get my commis-
sion on the amount. And now, I would like to make a statement bore why we don't
catch pickerel. Pickerel would be caught in these nets if they were in the bay,
but close season commencing the 15th of April we don't get any pickerel. You
cannot get a whitefish in a hoop-net as they won't go in it. Pickerel will run in
a hoop-net.

Q. Then ail these fish will run in hoop-nets ?-A. Yes. I mean ail these fish
will run in the hoop-not, and ail the fish that run in the hoop-net we catch them,
that is what I mean.

Q. You principally catch ail these fish you have enumerated and if other
fish run in you take them also ?-A. Yes. I mean the hoop-net will catch ail these
kinds of fish.

Q. If the pickerel get in at the proper season what do you do with them ?-
A. We keep them. Yes, L want to explain a point here. About the first run of
pickerel in the waters of Hay Bay is when the ice is about leaving or breaking up,
and sometimes it is impossible to fish without getting a few pickerel in, which are
out of season, and these fish liet loose.

Q. Ali such fish you catch you let them out?-A. Yes, sir. We set where thore
is no pickerel. Where they do not certainly come. We set on what is called the
mud flats.

Q. When do you think the fish caught in your nets are in the best condition
for the market?-A. The bullheads and bass any time after the lst October, as
soon as the water gets cool, and pickerel also, and I think when the water is cool
they are in botter condition. I think that will apply to ail cases. They are ail best in
winter, but 1 have not much experience about pickerel and bass as I have with some
of the other fish. Let me make a statement here. The pickerel come in Hay Bay
in two seasons of the year, if I understand it right. I never fish gill-nets, I only
fish bullhead-nets. The pickerel come in the spring and they return again in June.
I would rather not give evidence in regard to pickerel or bass.

Q. When do the pickerel come in your nets first ?--A. About the 15th April,
but very few indeed, and they are most numerous about 25th April, and the second
time they come is about the middle of June and some are taken then with the gill-
nets, not with hoop-nets.

Q. That i8 your conclusion about the pickerel ?-A. I think so.
Q. When is your greatest catch of bullheads? When are the coarse fish, such as

bass, perch and sunfish caught?-A. Well, I would say in April. The best catch
of the coarse fish in the bullhead-nets is in April. The month of April would cover
it. Pike in April. No bass at ail. It is pretty hard to cover three classes of fish
within one month.

Q. Now it is your opinion there should be close seasons for fish in the interests
of the fishermen and the fisheries generally ?-A. It is.

Q. Well. are you prepared to give your opinion when these close seasons should
be ? When should the close season for mudeats be ?-A. From the 1st June to the
lst of October. They spawn in June. I would not let them be caught in June.
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Q. When should the close season for pickerel be?-A. I think it should begin the,
first of October ?-A. I think hoop-nets should be pulled out from 20th April until
the first of May for a close season for pickerel, and then be allowed to fish during
May for eels.

Q. When do you think the close season should be for biack bass ?-A. None at
ail in Hay Bay, in the eastern end.

Q. Might there be anywhere else?-A. I don't know anything about the other
waters anywhere. I never fished in any other waters in my life.

Q. Do you know anything about the whitefish ?-A. I don't. I never caught
but one whitefish in a hoop-net in my life.

Q. Now do you think it is in the interests of the fishermen generally that the
Government should take care of the fish for the benefit of the people ?-A. I do.

Q. You say you have fished here about twelve years. Now, is there any falling
off at al] between now and that time; have fish fallen off in any way; are they less
in number than when you first commenced ?-A. The mudcats, I think, are just as
plentiful to-day as they were twelve years ago.

Q.. What about pickerel ?-A. I think the pickerel are becoming more plentiful.
I am speaking of the run in lay Bay.

Q. What about the bass?-A. I think they are pretty much the same. I don't
know, there are very few of them netted. Bass seem to want a hard bottom if I
understand them anv.

Q. What is your opinion regarding the fish when spawning. Are they as good
when spawning as before or after?-A. I think they are better before and after
spawning and this refers to ail the fish.

Q. Do the purchasers or your company make any difference in regard to the
price of fish when they are in condition or not ?-A. No. When the fish are
spawning they are more plentiful, and I think from the quantity of fish caught then,
the price may go down some.

Q. Do you think fish should be taken when they are engaged in spawning ?-
A. No, I do not.

Q. What quantity of fish have you taken this year altogether, caught by your-
self and bought ?-A. That is a pretty hard question to answer. I would say about
$3,000. Ail my sales would amount to about $3,000 and these all went to the
United States. Principally to the Buffalo Fish Company. Yes, ail.

Q. What price do you get for the fish you sell here, mudcats and ail ?-A. I get
4j cents, that is cleaned, and for pickerel about 5 cents for what we catch; for bass,
we don't handle any.

Q. What about the coarse fish generally speaking, pike, &c.?-A. About 5 cents
for the pike and from 1½ to 2 cents on an average.

By Mr. Barris:
Q. Have you two hoop-nets or more?-A. I have five sets.
Q. Do you ever have any trouble with the government about your license ?-

A. No.
Q. W hat time of the year do you put these hoop-nets in ?-A. 1st of October,

and we leave them in ail winter, we set them under the ice and leave them in ail
winter.

Q. Tell us about the value of the catch in your five sets, gross value?-A. About
$300. That is about what the tish were worth at the price given for fish here.

Q. How much license do you pay for each set ?-A. 85 a set. That is $25 a
year.

Q. Who looks after these nets ail winter ?-A. I look after them myself.
Q. You have a farm besides, you say ?-A. I have, and I look after the farm

myseif also; but I have to hire some help.
Q. Do you fish frorn 1st October to lst April ?-A. Yes, 15th April.
Q. Only these months, and do you lift every day ?-A. No, we don't; we lift

sometimes twice a week, and sometimes once a month. Those nets last about six
years.
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Q. Now, what do you think is the actual profits of these hoop-nets, altogetber ?
la it enough to support vou and your family ?-A. I have no family. It is enough
to support me; just enough. I think a dollar a day.

Q. The sales to the Buffalo Fish Company are $3,000 ?-A. I think so. The
commission 1 get is ½ cent a pound.

Q. For how many pounds do you soeil ?-A. I don't know.
Q. Do you probably get 10 per cent commission on them; or do you make

more on them ?-A. We don't make anything on them, but indirectly in this way.
Suppose a dozen men set their nets on the lst of October, and there are half a dozen
buyers, sometimes we pay ail they are worth and they sometimes catch more fish
than we can handle.

Q. With your commission business, what is a fish commission business worth
here ?-A. I think it is worth $200 a year. I want you to understand we have lost
on these fish sometimes. I have lost $50 a day buying fish.

Q. If you had your choice of giving up your fishing business with your fivo
hoop-nets and the commission business, which would you give up ?-A. I would
rather run the nets.

Q. Now, what kind of fish do you catch with your nets?-A. We catch bull-
heads. The weight of the bullheads during the winter is about a pound weight.
The gross weight, I can't say; I do not keep any books about those weights at all.

Q. How many years have you been in the business?-A. Ten or twelve years.
Q. And keep all your business in your head ?-A. Yes.
Q. Weil, there let us have it out now ?-A. I cannot give you an answer. I

want you to understand the fish in October are more plentiful than in April.
Q. I want to know the amount of fish you get in your nets from lt October to

the 15th April, in your five hoop-nets ?-A. I should think about two tons, or 4,000
pounds-that is my bullhead catch principally.

Q. What comes next to the bultheads ?-A. I think perch.
Q. Do you catch eels thore ?-A. No. I want you tounderstand we cannot catch

eels on account of the close season on bass.
Q. You want the close season taken off black bass, why ?-A. We want to catch

eels. We cannot catch eels on account of the close season on bass.
Q. They don't make you take your nets up on account of the close season on

basa ?-A. Tha, is just what they do.
Q. Would you fish here in the summer months if you could with your hoop-

nets ?-A. I would fish in May if I could-the whole of May. I would not fish in
June.

Q. That is the month the bass are protected ?-A. The close season on pickerel
is from the 15th April to the 15th May. We have to take up our nets and do not
put them in again.

Q. You would not fish in June, July, August or September if you could ?-A. I
would not. I think it would be botter for the interests of the fish on account of the
warm water, particularly if the weather is warm.

Q. Then, if you bad the right to fish with your hoop-nets you would not put
them in ?-A. I would to secure my position. I would rather not fish in September.

Q. Well do you want to leave your nets in for one month in the spring so as to
catch basa ?-A. I did not say that. I want to leave them in to catch eels in May.

Q. You want to be able to do that without catching the bass and pickerel too?
-A. That would be it.

Q. Why don't you leave them in ?-A. The Inspector compels us to take them
up.

Q. Do you say the basa and pickerel are just as plentiful now as before ?-A. I
think the pickerel are more plentiful.

Q. And the basa just as plentiful?-A. I cannot see any difference.
Q. Are they fished for by sports here ?-A. By American sportsmen principally.
Q. Do they spend much money when they are around here ?-A. Spend quite

a bit in drinking, they are not desirable to encourage. They leave the fish sometimes,
when they catch a lot on the shore to rot.
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Q. How do you account that all this catching by the sports and all those catching
with the nets, still leaves fish about even, or as they were before, or might it be the
result of judicious protection ?-A. I think so. It might be some hold. I believe
the law is very weil carried ont.

Q. When you fished first with 34 inch meshes did the fish escape or gill ?-A. The
perch gilled numerously and the bullheads got free, and we never could get an eel
in them.

Q. Now what is the value of a hoop-net, one hoop-net?-A. About $25.
Q. Pid you throw the whole net away or part?-A. We throw them away, the

whole thing, except the leader.
Q. About this bass business. Do the Buffalo Fish Company still take these bass

in June and give you a fair price for them. Do they want these bass ?-A. They
have written to me it was close season, and I think they said it was close season
there.

Q. Don't you know that the Americans say that the bass are fit to eat, and they
want them in June, July and August?-A. I don't ship bass.

Q. You said the bass do go into a hoop-net ?-A. Very seldom and they don't get
out. They are not all caught in hoop-net fishing.

Q. Do you like the license system of this country instead of the American
system, of letting everybody fish ?-A. I do, and I approve of our system.

Q. And that it becomes the Government's duty to make regulations useful to
the whole of the country, and make fishing a continuous business ?-A. I do.

Q. Do you think that could be donc without giving every fish protection when
it is producing its young?-A. I think not. They would get very scarce if not pro-
tected.

By Mr. Wlmot:

Q. You said you paid $5 a license for your hoo p-nets and you had 5 sets of them,
and you set them on the 1st October and leave them in until the 15th April. Are
you not breaking the law after the 1st of January?-A. We get a new license in
January generally.

Q. You say you lost $50 a day on some of the fish. Explain how you lose $50
on the fish ?-A. Sometimes the fish barrel wouid be held too long and the fish
would spoil and other times the fish would diop in price.

Q. How would the fish spoil ?-A. Through decay and being kept too long in
the barrel.

Q. No injury to the fish by the fish being kept in the net ?-A. No. I want to
explain. In the bogs surrounding the shores during the winter there is bad water
starts out from them and when it gets to the fish it destroys them, and it will do
that in an hour's time if they are kept in the hoop-nets.

Q. Do you leave them in the water and not go to lift them and attend to them
for a month?-A. Yes. That is in the severe weatber.

Q. You say the Americans come here and catch fish and throw them away.
How do you know that ?-A. They keep them on board the boat without ice and
they spoil and they have to throw them away. That is the reason. There has been
hundreds of pounds lost that would not have been if they were fished properly.

Q. Do these Americans fish under a license here ?-A. They don't, not that I
know of.

Q. Do you think they should be licensed for fishing?-A. I think they should
be kept out entirely if it is possible. The anglers should be kept out of our waters.

Q. Should this apply to the commercial buyer from the States also?-A. No.
Q. Is it your opinion if the American anglerwants a license he should be allowed

to fish here ?-A. No. You understand what I would like represented to our Minister.
I would like it to become a Dominion law to set out nets on last of April and be
allowed to fish for eels in May, as we cannot catch them anyother time of the year.
I think May would be enough.
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JAMES POLLARD sworn

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. Your residence, Mr. Pollard, and occupation ?-A. Adolphustown. I am a
fisherman altogether for fifteen years at the Long Reach, and the mouth of Hay
Bay.

Q. What sort of nets do you use ?-A. Gill-nets, and fish for pickerel, pike,
whitetish and herring.

Q. Have you any remarks you wish to make?-A. My complaint is that in
1894, as my notice reads, wu will be compelled to tish five inch meshes for white-
fish.

Q. You are talking about the license to be issued for next year. You say the
meshes are to be 5 inches extension measure ?-A. Yes. The mesh is too large,
the whitefish will not gill in them. I think the presont nets we are using to-day
are plenty large enough, the size is 4î inches extension.

Q. Do you only use 4j inches mesh now ?-A. Yes, and if we put on another
i inch we won't catch anything.

Q. What is the average weight of your whitefish here ?-A. About 2½ and 3
pounds is the average weight of whitefish in lake Ontario.

Q. Do you fish here in the autunu only ?-A. I fish all the year around and I
generally go below and fish in the lake about the middle of August.

Q. The average weight of your whitefish run from 2½ to 3 pounds. What is the
average fish you catch in the bay of Quinté ?-A. About 2 pounds.

Q. Do you ever catch any about 8 or 9 pounds?-A. Never caught one in my
life that size, but I saw some that catch from the west.

Q. Where do you sell your fish principally ?-A. At home for local consump-
tion, and some are shipped by the tug and some to Mr. Benson, who ships them to
the United States.

Q. Are they principally for the Cape Vincent market or Buffalo?-A. I don't
think he ships to any company.

Q. What do you get for your fish ?-A. 5j cents for whitefish and 7 cents for
pickerel now.

Q. What do you get for herring ?-A. We don't catch many, when we do, we
get 2 cents and 2 cents a pound.

Q. When do you think the whitefish are in their best condition for eatable
purposes or for sale ?-A. Any time after they are spawned until they spawn again,
only during the hot weather in summer. IL never handle them in summer.

Q. Are they better before than after spawning, or at the spawning time?-
A. They are not so good at the spawning time.

Q. When do you generally get your whitefish and herring in the bay here?-
A. About the middle of August. The whitefish come in sometime about the 1st
September, and they remain in the bay until done spawning, about the last of Nov-
ember. They all come from Lake Ontario.

Q. What do they come in the bay for ?-A. To spawn, I suppose, and the herr-
ing do the same thing.

Q. The month of Novemnber being a close month, as it is the spawning month,
yet you think you should be allowed to fish then ?-A. I don't think we should fish
the whole month, but I think it should be shortened, as 30 days is too long.

Q. How do you compare the quantity of fish now to years ago ?-A. I caught
as many fish last fall as I have caught any year I have fished. More pounds and
botter prices.

Q. What quantity of net do you fish ?-A. 200 rods in the water, and 200 rods
out, 200 in at one time. I use two gangs at 200 rods each.

Q. Do you recollect the quantity of net you fished some years ago ?- A. Yes, sir.
We fished about the same amount then as now., and fished in the same place.

Q. What is your exact location for fishing ? Do you cover much of the bay ?-
A. From the Bay of Quinté to Hay Bay down.

32



Ontario Fishery Commission.

Q. What might be the quantity of fish you have taken in the last year or so ?
-A. Last year myself and my partner, putting all our fish together, got about
$600 worth ; we got 5½ cents for whitefish.

Q. Then whitefish is not the whole amount of your fishing ?-A. About $300
worth of whitefish, and the same of pickerel. The catch of herring was very small.
The reason was that we were not allowed to put any nets in the water during the
month of November, and that is the only month we can catch herring in the Bay of
Quinté, and I think this is a grievance.

Q. Are they only here in the month of November ?-A. That is the only
month; they come here to spawn.

Q. Don't you think that would be injurious to take them then ?-A. We cannot
catch them at any other season, as they don't come here any other month.

Q. When do you think the pickerel spawn ?-A. I think about the 20th to 25th
April in these bays, and they generally get through about the 1st of May, they go
to spawn principally on the hard bottoms of the bay, close to the shores.

Q. Don't they go up the rivers to spawn ?-A. I don't know, but I have heard
they spawn in these rivers largely.

Q. And are they caught as numerously by you as formerly ?-A. Yes, I make
more in money during two nonths now than I used to.

Q. Is it the big price now ? How much did you used to get ?-A. 3k, 4 and 5
cents. Sometimes then I got 400 pounds a day.

Q. What is your impression in regard to close seasons ?-A. I think there
should be close seasons for fish during their spawning time. When I say there
should be close seasons for fish, I mean generally. I believe there should be a close
season for all kinds of fish during the spawning time.

Q. Are fish in as good condition when spawning as before or after?-A. They
are not.

Q. What is your opinion in regard to the increase of licenses ? Should they be
increased or granted as any man wants them ?-A. I think there are enough nets
licensed now to cover the fishing in this bay. I think it would be injurious to issue
more.

Q. Do you only fish with gill-nets ?-A. That is all.
Q. What is the usual depth of the fish-net you use ?-A. The top of the net is

12 meshes. That is extension for the body.
Q. Iow long is your net?-A. 200 rods, and I pay for that $6.
Q. Is that for whitefish ?-A. That is for the whitefish and pickerel net only.

The herring net will be 3-inch extension mesh with about the same body as the
other.

Q. What size fish can you catch in 4½ inch mesh, and how small a fish will it
let througb ?-A. It will let through any whitefish that will weigh 1¾ pounds.

Q. And what size fish will 3-inch extension mesh catch ?-A. It will catch
herring, but it will not catch a 1¾ pound whitefish. I never caught them in it.

By Mr. Harris:

Q. You said you are a fisherman wholLy ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. You begin when ?-A. I begin all times of the year, sometimes April, for

catching pickerel and pike. I don't fisli for mudcats at all.
Q. What kind of nets do you begin to fish with that early ?-A. Gill-nets. The

size mesh for them is 4½ inches and I go out in boats with one man.
Q. What length ofnet have you got ?-A. 200 rods.
Q.' Would you like to bave more net than that ? Would it pay you to have

more net than that?--A. I could not handle much more than that.
Q. Would it pay you to have a gill-net crew ?-A. I do not know that here.

I do not go in Lake Ontario at all.
Q. You say the department has increased the size from 41 to 5 inches, and you

don't like that ?-A. No, I don'-t like that.
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Q. Would you catch as many fish with the 5 inches mesh ?-A. I never fish
that mesh.

Q. If you did you would not catch then. When the department made that
order increasing that mesh they ought to allow the gill-net men tohave more
length to even up ?-A. No, that would not even up, even if they had given more
twine we would not be satisfied.

Q. Then you think 5 inches is too big for vour fishing?-A. I don't think so, I
know it. There is no plan they can make to equalize it at all.

Q. Have they stopped your fishing for herring in November here ?-A. Yes,
sir, they have done that and I don't know why.

Q. Are there any whiteish to be caught where you catch the herring?-A.
No, sir, the whitefish are on the shoals in the spawning season, and they are not
where the herring are.

By Mr. Wilnot:
Q. Where do the herring spawn ?-A. In Hay Bay in the mud.

By Mr. Harris :
Q. Do the whitetish gill in the herring-nets ?-A. Never caught any. The

net we fish with 3- inches; never have whitetish caught in them.
Q. Do you know whether any fish that are caught here are put in boats and

shipped direct to the United States without being landed here at all ?-A. Not that
I know of, only by the dealers and anglers.

Q. You never saw any American boats come over here to buy fish in a com-
mercial way ?-A. I ihink they do.

Q. Do you know whether they ever get fish from the fishermen without the
fish being landed on our side and they are taken (lirect over to the States ?-A. I
could not say whether it is an American or Canadian boat that runs. The Lake
Ontario Fish Company has a boat that comes here and takes fish.

By Mr. Wilnot;
Q. Now, is there more than one kind of whitefish in this bay and lake?-A.

Yes. I think two or three kinds. Two kinds anyway.
Q. What is the difference between them ?-A. There seems to be a winter white-

fish. A kind of small round whitefish. Those that come in the fall are a larger
size. These come from the lake. Cannot describe them any better.

Q. How do you know there is more than one kind; how do they differ?-A.
They are smaller than our kind of whitefish, and all come in the fall of the year.
The winter fish are smaller and round in shape, and the fail fish are deeper through
and longer, but both are the same quality, they never run larger than two pounds.

Q. Your opinion is there are two kinds of whitefish ?-A. Yes, sir. The winter.
fish are caught in the winter and in the spring. From the time the ice goes out up
to June, in the bay, down near the gap. They don't catch thein up above in the
bay. The average weight of the winter fish would not run over 1½ pound; not any
more, and the others average 2 pounds.

Q. Now, are you sure they are not the same kind, only one larger and one
smaller ?-A. They don't look alike. They are of a different shape. One is more
up on the back. That is the larger kind.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. Did you eter have any difficulty getting yoar license from the government?

-A. No, sir.
Q. Is there any difference between the male fish and the female fish in the

latter end of October?-A. The 'male fish is rougher in his scales and the nearer
the time comes to spawn the rougher he gets.

Q. Has he a larger hump on his back ?-A. I don't know, I never noticed that.
I know the scales are rougher.

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. Have you anything else to say ?-A. No, sir.
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-JAMES SHARPE sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Give your residence and occupation ?-A. South Fredericksburg. I am a

fisherman, altogether for about eight years, I think.
Q. What kind of fishing do you carry on ?-A. Gill-net fishing, my license

specifies beside the Flats, in Hay Bay.
Q. What size of mesh do you use in your gill-nets?-A. I use 3ï and 4½ inch,

the 3ï is for pike and pickerel, and the 4j inch I got for other fish this fall. 1 never
have tished for whitefish before.

Q. Have you any suggestions to make about the bay fisheries?-A. Well,
only that I think from the 15th of May until the 15th June in which we have been
barred during the last few years from catching maskinongé, that is not right, and
the reason is we do not catch any. I don't, and I say it should not be. There is no
bass or niaskinongé to be caught there in that time of the year. I claim it is not a
spawning ground for them.

Q. And you say they are not there at that time ?-A. If they are I don't catch
them. It hinders us from catching pickerel or 1)ike from the 15th May to the 15th
of June, and all we catch after then is black suckers. There are no pickerel there
to be caught. We could catch pickerel after their close season is over to the 1st of
June, and we are now barred out for pickerel all through bass and maskinongé
season.

Q. You say there should not be any close season in these waters for bass or
maskinongé as they are not there to be caught ?-A. That is it, and the principal
fish we catch are pike and pickerel, and some coarse fish, such as perch, rock fish
and suckers.

Q. What other remarks do you want to make ?-A. I think that is alil.
Q. Have you noticed two kinds of whitefish here ?-A. I never fished for

whitetish. I do not know anything about the whitefish.
Q. What is the value of your 1)ike and pickerel ?-A. Well, their value differs

in price, the average price for the pickerol and pike is somewheres about 4 cents, 3j
cents for pike and 7 cents for pickerel.

Q. Do you ever get what is called the large red fin sucker ?-A. No, sir, I have
not, but I have seen them caught, not to any extent, but not in our bay.

Q. Are you aware that they were plentiful in those rivers at one time?-A. I
know nothing about these rivers, but if I remember, they were at one time. There
does not seem to be many of them in this bay where I am fishing.

Q. When do you find your pike and pickerel in the best condition for food or
sale ?-A. I would say about this time of the year. I should say about this time
of the year, October or in June the pickerel is good. They are very fat in June.

Q. How are they at the spawning time ?-A. I don't know very much about
them then, but I don't think the fish when spawning would be a good fish then. I
have not fished for them in the spawning time.

Q. You say you do not know anything about whitefish, well then, have you
ever fished for herring ?-A. No, sir. We have never been able to get a license. I
think we should get them here.

Q. Are the tish as numerous*in your fishing station as they were years ago ?-
A. 1 don't know but they are. I cannot see very much difference.

Q. Should there be any close season for fish at all, sir ?-A. Yes, I think there
ought to be.

Q. When should there be a close season for- the fish you catch, such as pike and
pickerel ?-A. I should think about ton days. Pickerel spawn along our shores
from the 20th to 30th of April and thon they are gone. I think pike spawn earlier,
I do not catch mudcats.

Q. Do you know anything about bass? When do they spawn ?-A. I do not.
I simply think they spawn on hard bottom, and this Hay Bay is a mud bottom. But
I don't know very much about them.
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Q. What do you think about this question of licenses ?-A. I don't know, be-
cause I do not want to interfere with any other man. The waters are fished
enough without any additional licenses for my benefit. I should think there are
enough licenses.

Q. What quantity of fish do you catch ? What is your year's catch ?-:A. I can
hardly tell you that. The tug comes and gets my fish generally, and the fish
dealer comes also. We vary in catches from 100 to 200 pounds.

Q. Is this the system observed generally " the fish dealer comes to the fisher-
men and gets the fish " ?-A. Yes, sir; always so.

Q. Have you anything more to say ?-A. I don't know of anything, I am
through, but there is one thing that I care about, and that is the month of close
season. I think this is unnecessary for this bay.

By Mr. Harris :

Q. Have you any whitefish in your fishery in the spring and summer months?
-A. No, not any.

Q. Do you fish with a whitefish net?-A. Yes, sometimes about now, in the
mouth of Hay Bay.

Q. Are there any restrictions here about catching coarse fish in November ?-
A. We have no right to catch them, they stop our fishing altogether in that month,
but we can fish right on to December now.

Q. These whitefish, I suppose are spawning in your grounds are they ?-A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Now, if you put out your gill-nets, what will you be fishing for?-A. Pike
and pickerel.

Q. Do you not think you will come in contact with these whitefish when
spawning ?-A. No, not where I fish.

Q. Won't they gill in your pickerel-nets ?-A. Very seldom, once in a vhile.

By Mr. Wilnot:

Q. Then they will gill in your 4j inch nets, will they ?-A. Yes.

By Mr. Harris:

Q. Those pike and pickerel you fish for, are they in good condition for food?-
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do they prey upon the young whitefish ?-A. I suppose any fish they can
get hold of.

Q. Have you ever had any difficulty with the Government about getting your
license?-A. No, sir. The only grievance I have is stopping us from fishing in the
month of June, and this is the very best time of the whole year for to catch pickerel
after the spawning time, and they stop us on account of this being close season for
bass and maskinongé.

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. How would it affect you if you could fish in June, that is the close season
for bass ?-A. I have not fished after the 15th of June for 2 years.

Q. How would it affect you if there was no kind of net fishing from the 15th
June to the 1st September ?-A. That means the business of the fishermen would be
baulked. I live wholly on fishing, for I have no other way of making a living, and if
they stop me and only allow me to fish a month at the spawning season to make a
living, I have only got two months to support my family.

Q. Suppose you were permitted to fish freely and generally from the 15th
September to the 1st April, how would that affect you ?-A. I don't think so. We
have July and August now.

Q. Do you do much fishing in these times ?-A. Yes, sir. I catch pike and
coarse fish, Our fishing time for a man to make a living is very short anyway,
two months in the former part, and one in the fall.
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Q. But how would it affect you and others generally ?-A. I think it would.
Take two months off, the most fishing I have is in June.

Q. I am asking now, if May is the spawning month for pickerel, should they be
destroyed at their spawning time ?-A. But I cannot sce why they want to stop us
in July and August.

Q. If you fished from the first September to the 15th April with your nets ?
You aiso want part of May when the pickerel spawn, and after which the fish are
not fit because of the warm water?-A. Then I think this must be asked for by
some man who does not fish for a living if he says this. Pickerel was worth 7 cents
a pound, I don't want any other price. In July we got 7 cents for pickerel and that
is a good price for fish, and if they are through spawning they might just as well
be caught in July as in September. I cannot see what benefit it is to be stopped two
months.

SETH BENSON sworn :-

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Where do you reside, and what is your occupation ?-A. At Deseronto.
Dealing in fish.

Q. How long have you been engaged in this work ?-A. About 5 years. I am
selling on my own account and we distribute to different points, Buffalo principally.

Q. Do you ship to the Buffalo Fish Company or is it on your own account ?-
A. What fish we ship to the Buffalo Fish Company we act as agent.

Q. You say we. Are you in partnership with any one ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Do you ship to any other company besides the Buffalo Fish Company ? Cape

Vincent Company and Rochester?-A. We ship to other people who are dealers.
Q. Do you do any of your work on commission ?-A. We do some with the

Buffalo Fish Company.
Q. In shipping your fish do you pay the freight and duty in going over to

Buffalo ?-A. No, sir. They attend to that part of the business. The consignees
attend to this.

Q. Do you know at ail that the duty is paid on ail the fish ?-A. We don't
always know in regard to that.

Q. Do you not know if your tish pay duty there ?-A. I understand this Com-
mission is here to ascertain something in regard to fish instead of dealing with this
question. We are here to explain ail in regard to fish, but we decline to answer how
these charges are arranged.

Q. I am not asking about these charges at ail. Do you know about any of your
fish paying duty upon going to the United States ?-A. We decline to answer your
question. I cannot sce how that affects the Commission at ail.

Q. Do you know there is a duty upon fish going in the United States ?-A.
Yes, sir.

Q. On Canadian fish you mean, sir ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Is this duty payable by the sender or by the buyer ?-A. By the consignee.
Q. Where do you purchase generally, in what section ?-A. Well, between

Belleville and the gap is the limit, including Hay Bay.
Q. Then, you buy principally throughout the whole of the Bay of Quinté ?

From Belleville down. Between Belleville and the gap, including Hay Bay?-A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Are the fish brought to you or do you collect them ?-A. We collect them
with a small steam vessel, the " Hydria."

Q. Where does she hail from?-A. Trenton, and is owned by myself, and she
i not engaged in any other trade besides the fish business.
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Q. What are the principal ports she goes to in the United States ? With her
fish ?-A. She does not go aero-s the lake, the " Hydria " delivers them in Dese-
ronto.

Q. And how are they taken to the States from Deseronto then ?-A. By express
and by freight principally, we have no cold storage, we ship fresh in ice.

Q. Might I ask you the probable quantity you shipped this last year ?-A.
Perhaps about 75 tons.

Q. What proportion of these would be whitefish ?-A. Well, perhaps one
quarter. The rest may be herring, pike, pickerel and coarse fish. About a quarter
are pan fish and suckers I should judge. By pan fish, I mean perch, rock fish, sunfish
and suckers.

Q. Are there any other persons engaged in this work that ship from Deseronto
besides yourself ?-A. Mr. Mellow and Mr. Perry, they ship also, in what quantities
I cannot say. They ship at times.

Q. Can you approxinate the quantity they ship from there ?--A. I cannot give
any estinato what the other ship.

Q. Do you suppose their proportion of the coarse fis., and whitefish would be
about the same ?-A. I don't think they vould handle nearly as rnany of the white-
fish.

Q. What is the usual price for whitefish ? What do you usually pay for white-
fish ?-A. About 5 cents for whitefish ; pickerel, from 4½ to 7 cents, it depends upon
the season ; they are worth 7 cents through July, August and September, and 4½
cents earlier in the season.

Q. Why are they only worth 4ý cents earlier and 7 cents later ?-A. Owing to the
markets entirely, I suppose. The western fish corne in quite largely at these times
and this is at that season of the year. That is the only reason I cau give.

Q. De you get far more in the spring than you do in the fall for the piekerel ?-
A. We get the nost in June. The pickerel seems to be a sort of transient fish.
Whe we don't get any here the lake fishermen get them.

Q. And they seem more plentiful here in the spring than in the fall ?-A.
Through June they are more plentiful. July and August they usually go out in the
lake, and are taken by the lake fishermen.

Q. How early do you catch them in the spring ?-A. A few weeks before close
season.

Q. Iow early is that ?-A. We formerly got them the 15th April.
Q. Don't you get them now before that time ?-A. Sometimes when the ice

breaks up.
Q. When do you get the whitefish principally?-A. Whitefish are caught frorm

about the 1st September and last of August, and mostly move up the bay until the
10th and 15th November. They leave about the 10th and 15th November.

Q. What do they comne up the bay for, do you know, sir ?-A. Spawning, I
suppose.

Q. Do you find fish as good at that season of the year as before ? When do you
find the whitefish in the best condition ?-A. I don't see any difference in regards
to fish, only in the spawning season they are softer at that time.

Q. Then the whitefish are not in good demand at the spawning time?-A. Yes,
sir. E-pecially the females.

Q. Do you think this applies to all kinds of fish generally ?-A. I should judge
so, especially after they have spawned.

Q. Is the tish improving or decreasing in quantity ?-A. They are decreasing.
Our business fluctuates. Soine years they are more plentiful and some years they
are scarce. As I said before, at certain times of the year the business here is not
good but it is outside.

Q. On the whole during the tive years you have been here has it been increasing
or decreasing ?-A. I cannot say. There is no difference in the supply of fish. The
average is fully as much now as when we lirst began our business. Two years ago
we had a very large run of pickerel, and in June and July the fishing outside was
very poor. Since then the lake fishermen have taken more pickerel than the bay
fishermen.
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Q. Doyoufurnish nets to the fishermen ?-A. At times, yes, sir, and we usually
seli them to them trusting them for the pay.

Q. Do you claim the fish caught by these nets are yours ? Are any arrangements
made with these men ? When you give them their nets that they give you all the
fish ?-No, sir.

Q. If an execution were issued againEt these men for goods and chattels would
you claim the nets ?-A. We should not, we have no lien upon them, neither are they
bound to give us ail the fish.

Q. Do you ship them as Canadian fish or American fish ?-A. Before we go any
further I may say, I am perfectly willing to give you any information in regard to
fish, but I decline to give any information in regard to these affairs.

Q. Are these fish shipped as Canadian or American fish ?-A. They are all
Canadian fish. They are shipped as Canadian fish and marked as fish taken from
Canadian waters.

Q. Do any of the shipments go to the United States as American fish or 'ail
Canadian fish ?-A. I do not understand how you can make any fish taken in Cana-
dian waters an American fish.

Q. Are these fish ail caught with Canadian nets ?-A. I don't say whether they
are or not.

Q. Do they at times transfer them to you ?-A. To Americans but not to me.
Q. Why do they transfer them to Americans ?-A. We decline to go any further.
Q. Do you know what for ?-A. Yes, I do.
Q. What is it ?-A. I decline to tell you what it is for.
Q. You know what for, but you won't tell?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do they do it for the purpose of avoiding the duty ?-A. I suppose they do.
Q. Are you a Canadian subject or American ?-A. British subject, sir.
Q. Now there is no harm in answering this question. Do you furnish money

to the fishermen to enable them to get their license ?-A. I do not, sir.
Q. In the transaction of tish buying which you are engaged in, do you thinlk it

advisable to have close seasons at the spawning time ?-A. I do, sir.
Q. Are you sufficiently acquainted with the habits of the fish here to give us

your ideas when the close seasons should be ?-A. From ist to 10th November
should be the close season on whitefish and I should say from the 10th to 25th of
April on pickerel.

Q. What do you think about herring ?-A. Well I would not venture any
information on herring as I cannot say.

Q. Have you any knowledge of the bass then ?-A. Well, no, we don't pretend
to know much about the bass.

Q. Do you get any bass at ail ?-A. Very few. I should say the bass can take
care of theinselves. It is a brighter fish than most of them and a difficult fish to
take in nets. We have handled the fish from the waters of Hay Bay through June,
and I think the average catch ail told would be from 1,500 to 2,000 pounds of pike
and pickerel, and we don't get 8 pounds of bass.

Q. I think you told me that a fish in spawning time is not as good as any
other ?-A. Yes, but I don't know that it affects the price of fish in any way.

Q. How for your own eating ?-A. I would prefer fish out of spawning season.
Q. Otherwise you say fish in the spawning season seli as well as any other ?-

A. Yes, for foreign markets. At least the price is not lower at that time because
they are spawning. The price is regulated entirely from the quantity and supply.

Q. Is that because the people don't know it ?-A. J presume so.
Q. Have you any opinion to give us as regards the class of nets that should be

used ? Does it make any difference in the price of fish whether they are caught in
one description of net or another ?-A. The size of the fish affects the price.

Q. Well are the small fish less valuable ?-A. The extremes are less valuable
than the mediums. The very large pickerel is worth less than the medium, and the
very small are worth less.

Q. Then the extremes in size are worth less than the mediums ?-A. Yes, in
the rough fish, such as pickerel and pike.
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Q. How is it in regards to the whitefish ?-A. Well a whitefish is a whitefish
the whole world over. Whitefish large and small are worth the same.

Q. Do you mean to say they are worth the same price per pound or apiece ?
Do they grade yours one and two?-A. The Lake Ontario whitefish all go at one
price, but the Lake Erie fish are divided in two classes. We ship to dealers who
say the Erie fish bring a larger price, because they are larger.

Q. Do you know the usual size of the Erie whitefish ? Have you dealt in them
at ail ?-A. No, sir, we have not dealt with them.

Q. What is the usual size of the whitefish caught in Lake Ontario that you pur-
chase ?-A. About 2 pounds or 1¾ is the average size.

Q. What is the average of whitefish in the Bay of Quinté?-A. In my judg-
ment perhaps they may run larger.

Q. Do you think there are two kinds of whitefish that frequent this bay ?-A.
I am not well enough posted to answer that.

Q. Do vou think there are two kinds or do you think they are one family ?-A.
I have been told there are three kinds.

Q. In purchasing do you make any difference ?-A. No, sir. In purchasing
whitefish we make no difference as to kinds, which the fishormen allege to be three
kinds. Lake fishermen claim that, I never heard the argument used here.

By Mr. Harris :

Q. Do you prefer gill-net fish, or seine fish, or pound-net fish ?-A. We make
no difference in the price of fish no matter how it is taken.

Q. Do you know that they are classed when they get on the other side on
account of the size of them ?-A. No, sir, they are not classed. I don't know as
they are. They may be. The retailer makes no difference. I think it makes a
difference in New York. It don't affect our fish here.

Q. Do you know whether there are any fishery regulations in the United States
across the lake ?-A. Yes, sir. They have had them there, but with regard to
whitefish, I cannot say. I think not in regard to whitefish.

Q. Do you think it judicious to have good regulations to protect the fish in the
Canadian waters ?-A. Yes, I (o.

NELSON INSTANT sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Your residence and occupation ?-A. Amherst Island. I fish myself and my
boys farm. I have been engaged in fishing all the days of ny life. Since 35 years ago.

Q. Where do you fish, what places ?-A. In the Bay of Quinté and Lake Ontario.
My license covers the Bay of Quinté, and out in Lake Ontario four miles.

Q. What sort of nets do you use ?-A. Whitefish-nets, and salmon-nets, all gill-
nets.

Q. What is the size of the mesh for your nets ?-A. 4± for whitefish and 7 inches
for salmon.

Q. What length of net do you fish with ?-A. About 100 rods I generally use.
Q. What is the depth of your net ?-A. Twelve measures, that will be bar size of

the mesh measured from.
Q. Does bar measure mean the square of the mesh measured from corner to

corner diagonally?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you anything you wish specially to say to the commission ?-A. Mr.

Pollard gave good evidence here, only le did not class the fish properly.
Q. Then you agree with Mr. Pollard's evidence ?-A. I do, except the fish, we

have a certain kind of fish in the Bay of Quinté that follows the channel, and the white-
40
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fish differ. I say channel whitefish weigh about 1½ pounds and you get them always
the same size. We never get them of any account off the shoals. Then we have
what we call the Huron whitefish. They will go through a 2 inch mesh.

Q. What other kind have you got?-A. The Lake Ontario whitefish. A fish
that will go 2 pounds and over at its best and we have caught them as high as 8
pounds, but that is an exception.

Q. Then you think there are 3 kinds of whitefish ?-A. I do, sir, these fish that
are 2 pounds and over, are caught outside in the lake. They come in during August
and ist September and come through the upper gap.

Q. What do they go through there for?-A. To spawn in the Bay of Quinté.
Q. What becomes of these little fellows, the 1½ pound whitefish ?-A. They are

always there in the channel. We call them dipper bellies. They are not the same
kind of fish, they are a fish with a very small head. From the back to the side fins
they seem to swell out, and then taper off towards the tail.

Q. Well that is no distinctive difference. What colour are they ?-A. Almost
the same as the other fish but a littie lighter in colour.

Q. The other kind, the Lake Huron fish, what about them ?-A. The Lake Huron
whitefish looks almost like a sucker.

Q. Are you sure it is not a sucker?-A. I know that all right, we catch them
amongst the rest. They are about 2 pounds. We don't get then very often.

Q. Do they go up the bay the same as the others to spawn?-A. I won't say
that. We catch them dowit among the other whitefish.

Q. Are you prepared to say the others come up to spawn ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. But you cannot see whether they come up to spawn or not ?-A. No, not

these round bellies.
Q. Now when are these Lake Huron fish seen by you mostly ?-A. It is like

this, you see them generally when a good run sets in off the lake in August and
September. They are mixed up with the other fish.

Q. Then this is your history of these three kinds of fish ?-A. Yes, and I think
1 can prove it by men here.

Q. What do you think about the close seasons for fish?-A. I think there should
be close season and they should be well enforced too. Principally for whitefish
and salmon-trout and all other kinds, because I am a great hand to defend the fish.

Q. The fish you catch, do you catch them in May, June and July, that is white-
fish and salmon-trout?-A. We will catch them as soon as the ice goes out.

Q. Where is your whitefish fishing carried on ?-A. It is along Lake Ontario.
Al through the summer season and fall months until the close season sets in. Our
men make it a business of fishing all through until lst November.

Q. Where do you think the fish you are in the habit of catching go to spawn ?
-A. Whitefish go up the bay some place. I cannot tell you exactly. I never
fished up there.

Q. Where do your salmon-trout spawn ?-A. On our bars around Nut Island,
and Amherst Island.

Q. If the whitefish were caught in November up the Bay of Quinté how would
that affect your fisheries?-A. Well, of course there would be no fish. It is like this,
a hundred fish will pass over a gill-net where there will be two caught.

Q. If the male and female fish are caught, when they go up the bay to spawn,
will it not affect your fishing?-A. I think it will. In regard to the net business.
With our gill-nets when the fish pass in outside of Grape Island, there will be a
thousand fish pass over the nets and there won't be one caught if the current is
going out.

Q. Do you think the present close season is right ?-A. I do as far- as I know
about our salmon and whitefish.

Q. Do you fish for herring ?-A. No, sir, only whitefish and salmon-trout.

By Mr. Harris :

Q. Do whitefish stay longer than three or four months. How long do they
stay ?-A. Until April or May.
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Q. Do you ever fish any in December with gill-nets or the end of November ?-
A. Never did. I have heard men say on the upper end of the Island they have
caughtthem in December, off their spawning grounds then.

Q. But they would not catch them in that locality in the spring and in July
and August?--A. Yes, Io a certain extent, but not so plentiful as in September and
so on.

Q. Then what you mean to say is this, that at the time you get your salmon-
trout and whitefish they are either on their breeding grounds or going on their
spawning grourids, and they should not be caught then ?-A. Yes, I think they should
not. All kinds of fish should be protected then.

Q. Where do you sell your fish ?-A. Part at home, and part at Bath to Cana-
dian dealers.

By Mr. Harris:

Q. Never had any difficulty in getting out your license ?-A. No, sir.

THOMAS HOWARD sworn:-

By Mr. Wmot:

Q. Give your residence and occupation ?-A. At Bath, and I am a fisherman for
38 years, and I fish just in the upper gap, and in the bay, and up the bay sometimes.

Q. What sort of net do you use ?-A. Gill-nets for whitefish, I do not fish for
salmon-trout, the meshes are 4½ extension.

Q. Where do you sell your fish mostly?-A. I sell them on the grounds to Cana-
dian buyers, and got 5 cents a pound this season.

Q. Do you corroborate what this gentleman, Mr. Instant has just said,or do you
wish to relate it?-A. Yes, I corroborate what ho says.

Q. As you corroborate what Mr. Instant bas said, do you wish to say anything
more ?-A. No, sir, no more, except when the fish come up to spawn. They corne
through the upper gap, all I can say, is that the whitefish come in the upper gap,
and then they go up and down the bay to spawn.

Q. Are you satisfied with the present close season ?-A. I am, and believe it to
be correct.

Q. Do you think it right to catch fish at the spawning time?-A. No, sir, I do
not.

Q. Have you anything further, you want to say?-A. Nothing more.

GEORGE LINDSAY sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. Where do you reside ?-A. About four miles from here on the Napanee river,

my occupation is a fisherman only, and have fished four years in the Napanee river
with hoop-nets, two double sets with 4 hoops and 2 leaders.

Q. What is the size of the mesh ?-A. 1¼ in the bag, 2½ all through wings, and
leaders the same.

Q. What kind of fish do you catch ?-A. Bullbeads, eels, suckers and pan fish or
coarse fish. We don't include pickerel and bass as the coarse fish.

Q. What is the average size of your mudeats?-A. About 3 pounds to the dozen,
about 3 to the pound, some where about that, that is cleaned and dressed.

Q. What do you get for them ?-A. Well, some times 4½ cents, some times 5
cents and some times 6 cents.
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'Q. When do you usually set your net?-A. In January, and stop 15th April,
when we take them up until the month of October, when we set again and fish on
until the end of the year.

Q. What do you pay for them, what license fee ?-A. $5.00 a set.
Q. Who do you sel] your fish to?-A. Sometimes to Mir. Benson and sometimes

to Robert Perry, both local dealers.
Q. Do these dealers ever furnish you with money to get your license?-A. No,

sir, no agreement is made between us and the buyers in any shape or manner, we can
seli to whom we like.

Q. When do you think these mudcats are in the best condition ?-A. About
the middle of March up to the lst of May, after that we do not fish aiiv you see.
They are spawning then and in June, and in July, the egg is hatched out in July.

Q. lIow do they spawn? What sort of nest do they make?-A. They go and
dig a hole in the mud and go in the hole and lay their eggs and stay in the hole
until the eggs are hatched they dig a round hole, about 1 foot, 1½ to 2 feetdeep about
4 inches across.

Q. What position do the fish get in there to lay their eggs ?-A. They seem to
lay in there backwards with their head towards the hole.

Q. Do they lay their eggs while standing on their tails ?-A. Pretty nearly, the
hole is a little slanting.

Q. How long are they in that hole or nest ?-A. 1 think about 3 weeks, between
3 and 5 weeks, the female is relieved by the male, the little fish corne out then and
the parent fish male and female stays with them until along about August, when
they get to be 1½ inches to 2 inches long.

Q. What wotuld be the probable number of the young fellows ?-A. I would say
there would be 150 to 200 to each clutch.

Q. Do they take special care of the young if anything cornes near them ?-A.
Yes, sir, they do. There is no other fish that eats them on account ofthe horns, on
the little ones.

Q. Are they bred in the forn of the old fish ?-A. Yes, sir. The only thing
that will destroy them is the black water snake.

Q. Where do the littie fish go when they separate fron the old ones ?-A. Among
the weeds and grasses. The older fish go away from them.

Q. What condition are the old fish in at this time ?-A. Well, they are not in
very good condition I think, they are in good condition again in about 3 months.

Q. Do you mean it takes about 3 months to get them fit for the market ?-A.
That is the meaning of it.

Q. Then do I understand you to say the water being warm they should not be
caught until the lst October ?-A. No, sir. I say October altogether.

Q. Then you catch no other kinds of tish w.orth mentioning, but now and then
a few other kinds of fish ?-A. I get no bass, no pickerel.

Q. Do you say that the catfish are not fit to eat from the time they lay their
eggs until the 1st of October?-A. They may be in condition but not good.

Q. Well, would these dealers buy them duirig that time?-A. L don't think so,
dealers don't care about buying them.

Q. Have the catfish of late years been faIling off in quantity?-A. I don't know
as they have, they are about the sarne as they were then.

Q. Should close seasons be established for them ? What should be the close
season from therm?-A. I don't know that a close season is right for them, a close
season from the 1st October is about right.

Q. The present close season from the 15th April to the Ist October is correct,
but you would like to have it commence the lst of May, is that it?-A. Yes,
sir. The ice is so late going out of this river.

Q. Do you think there should be any more licenses granted for mudcats in the
river than at present or do you think there are enough ?-A. [ don't think it would
matter particularly, I think there is enough in the river for the size of it.

Q. What quantity of fish did you take last year ?-A. Well, I can hardly tell
you. I did not keep a memorandum of it. Somewheres about $150 to $200 at 6
cents a pound.
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A set of hoop-nets is what? What do they cost ?-A. They consist of 2 hoops
and one leader and 4 wings, and will cost about $20 all told.

Q. What is your grievance ? What do you complain of?-A. About my license.
i paid $10 to Mr. Silis and have not received anty license since the 1st of April.

Q. Have you fished at all during the season ?-A. We fished up until we paid
our money. From the lst of January to the lst of May; the time was extended.

Q. Then you fished froni the 1st of January until the lst May without a license?
-A. Yes, but we had paid our money.

Q. Did you pay your license on the Tst of April?-A. Yes, sir, we could not
pay it any sooner.

Q. Did you offer to pay before that ?-A. Yes, sir, in the fore part of February,
but it was refused. Refused bv Mr. A. D. Sills, the former overseer.

Q. Why was it refused ?-A. Because he did not know, there was some dispute
and he could not take it.

Q. You inay say that Mr. Sills said lie was suspended and could not take the
money, and that you afterwards paid the money to the young Mr. Sills about the
Tst of April ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. You paid Sills, the younger, what did he do with the money, did he send it
to Ottawa ?-A. I think not, sir; he put it in the bank.

Q. Did he inform you that he put it in the bank to the credit of the Govern-
ment ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he tell you he informed the department, and that ho put the money in
the bank ?-A. No, otly lately.

Q. You say be informed you he paid the money into the bank for the Receiver
General for your liceuse ?-A. He told me he paid it into the bank.

Q. You say the license has never come to hand ?-A. No, sir.
Q. And you now ask for the tnoney or the license ?-A. I don't care about the

moiey, I want the license.
Q. And if it cannot be granted do you want the money back ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Any further grievances to make ?-A. Not that I know of.
Q. And that is as near correct as you can give it to us ?-A. Yes.

By Mr. Ilarris:

Q. Can one man attend to more than one set of hoop-nets ?-A. Yes, sir, 5 or 10.
Q. Would you be glad to fish with more if you had them ?-A. If 1 was able to

get them.
Q. Do you think it better for the fisheries if the department encouraged men to

devote themselves to fishing wholly like youirself ?-A. I don't know.
Q. How far apart should the nets be between them ?-A. The length of the

leader, about 70 feet.
Q. Are bullheads and channel catfish the same fish ?-A. Different fish alto-

gether; quite different fish.

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. These fish are commonly called mudcats, bullheads and catfish ?-A. Yes.

They are one fisi except channel cats.

By Mr. Harris :
Q. What depth of water are your hoop-nets in ?-A. Six feet, but seines could

not be drawn in that water, it is weedy bottom.
Q. Mudcats, bullpouts, and catfish are the same fish, but thero is another fish

like the catfish, called channel catfish, which is a different fish altogether?-A.
Yes, sir, but channel cat is a different fish altogether.

Q. Where are these large channel cats caught ?-A. In the same place we catch
the small catfish on liard bottom sometimes, but they go in deeper and cleaner water
generally.
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WILLIAM DAVEY sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Are you residing in the same place, fishing in the same way as Mr. Lindsay,

and in the same position ?-A. Yes, and there are some other men in the same
position. Their money has been paid and sent, and the license is held back.

Q. You paid your money in the same way ?-A. Exactly.
Q. And do you corroborate all that Mr. Lindsay has said in every respect?-

A. Yes, sir.

THOMAS VANORDER sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Give your residence and occupation ?-A. South Fredericksburg. I have

lived there nine years. A fisberman, only for part, 20 years about.
Q. What sort of net do you fish with ?-A. Whitefish gill.net, and pickerel

nets, ishing in the main part of the Bay of Quinté from the upper gap up. I have
had a license to fish in the lower gap also, up to Thompson's Point.

Q. Then you are in Finkle's division, are you not ?-A. No, sir, in Mr. Sills's.
Finkle comes half way to the upper gap.

Q. What size mesh do you use in your net ?-A. 4î and 6 inches, 4* for white-
fich and pickerel, and 6 for pickerel also, we fish both kinds for pickerel. If we
want to catch the small ones 'we use 4j mesh, some seacons we use 4½ and some 6
inches mesh.

Q. When do you use the 4- mesh ?-A. About the middle of September. and we
use the 6 inch after the close season and in the spring; after the15th of May we use
this large mesh to the last of July.

Q. How do you account for the fish being cmaller when you use the 4j mesh ?-
A. We formerly fished in the lower gap from the lst of May up to the last of July,
then we come in the bay and fish for pickerel, and we catch a smaller clas in the
bay than in the lake.

Q. Where do you use the 6 inch mesh after the 15th May ?-A. In the lower
gap, in Keil's division, and the 4j mesh in the bay here.

Q. Do you fish all over then ?-A. Yes, wherever we get a license.
Q. And do you get a license from both Fishery overseers ?-A. Mr. Finkle and

Mr. Keil made arrangements between them if I took out a license in Finkle's division
and one in Keil's, I have a right to fish in each. I take out a license in this division
and also in Keil's.

Q. How many licences have you?-A. I have two and I fish in two divisions.
Q. I think you said you went down to Keil's for a license?-A. No, I got a

license from Mr. Finkle to fish in Mr. Keil's division.
Q. You fish for salmon-trout and whitefish ?-A. Whitefish and pickerel, very

few salmon-trout.
Q. The fish you catch with the 6 inch mesh what size would they be ?-A.

About 7 pounds a piece.
Q. When do you think these p ickerel are iii their best condition ?-A..I never

fish for them until after the 15th June, from that until it freezes up or until they
spawn. Pickerel are good except at spawning time.

Q. When is their spawning time ?-A. They spawn in April. I claim that
pickerel spawn just as soon as the ice is out of the bay, and it is generally out of
these bays about the 15th of April, and from that until the 1st of May will take in
the spawning time. You will find the pickerel on the shore àbout the time the ice
is out. We catch them along in March and they are going up then.

45



56 Victoria. Sessional. Papers (No. 10e.) A. 1893

Q. What about the whitefish spawning time ?--A. About the 15th November
they start to spawn in the Bay of Quinté. They generally get through their work
ail in 10 days, from the 15th to the 25th.

Q. Do they return inmediately theti o the lake ?-A. That is a question I
cannot answer, but when they leave the bais tbey are gone. You cannot catch them
and salmon-trout are the same way. After they get through spawning they are
gone. They come into the bay out of the lake.

Q. Then they must go into the lake after spawning ?-A. Yes, in about three
weeks you catch them in the gap.

Q. Is there 100 feet of water in the bay here, is it deep ?-A. Yes, 100 to 150 in
the gap, and at the stone milis. The stone mills are from Picton about 5 miles.
There is 150 feet in the channel, They cannot be caught after they leave the spawn-
ing bars until about three weeks atfter, when they are caught in the deep water in
the bay and lake.

Q. You say they come in this bay from the lake about when?-A. About the
middle of July, they get in the gap first.

Q. Then they come in from the lake, and are caught in the upper gap ?-A.
About the middle otJuly. They are first caught there. Tbey come up the bay, as
far as the deep water comes and are there three months. There the deep water ends,
about 5 miles below Picton. They go frorn there. Take it on an average the ]Oth
or 1 b October, on up the bay in shallower water as far as Trenton.

ý. Then after they reach there what then ?--A. They turn around and corne
back again and spawn ail along on these bays here and points on the shoals and
roofs in the shallow water about four feet deep, but in the lower gap you won't
catch them in that water. They spawn in deeper water. They spawn there from
15 to 20 feet.

Q. What is the time they do this?-A. From the 16th to the 25th November
or along the last of November. They do not spawn before the 15th and that is the
end of them for that year.

Q. Have yon any idea how long the eggs are hatching out ? Do you know ?-A.
About 90 days, and ail I know is from what I have read.

Q. What is your opinion with regard to the quantity of the whitefish now and
what they were 15 or 20 years ago?-A. They are just as thick this fall as 20
years ago.

Q. What do you call a good lot of fish at a haul ?-A. 150 to 200 at a haul, I
call that good fishing. Iii the gap fron Indian Point up.

Q. Do you ship your whitefish fresh ?-A. All fresh to Lake Ontario Fish
Company, at Cape Vincent, U. S.

Q. You get how many ut a good haul did you say ?-A. 200 whitefish. This
was about the lst September thisyear and right alonguntil there came a wind which
drove then away.

Q. They do not come back again you said after leaving the grounds ?-A. Yes,
they are corning back and we catch about 60 or 70 at a haul.

Q. What is the aver-age weight of these whitefish ?-A. About 2 pounds apiece.
Some hauls you will get some that will run a little over but on an average they
run 2 pounds.

Q. Do you say there are 2 or 3 different kinds of whitefish ?-A. I say there
are more than one. I know there are several different whitefish but cannot tell
you exactly the difference. There is the Lake Huron whitefish, and lake whitefish.

By Mr. Barris :

Q. You say there are three kinds of whitefish. What do you call them ?-A.
The Lake Huron whitefish is a round whitefish and longer than the others generally
and is a light colour.

Q. What will it weigh generally ?-A. A pound and a half apiece.
Q. What is the quality of this Lake Huron whitefish ?-A. I would not have it

at all. You cannot get any price for them. The most are caught at Point Traverse.
They spawn around in November and December, they are not plontiful now, they
were plentiful formerly.
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Q. Where have they gone to? When do they spawn ?-A. I don't know where,
they tell me they catch them at Point Traverse about the 1st of December, and they
spawn then.

Q. The other kind called lake whitefish ?-A. Is a deep water fish. They go
deep in the lake and bay, they are a light yellow colour. The usual weight of these,
is about one and a half pounds.

Q. And are these round ?-A. No they are not round like the Lake Huron
whitefish.

Q. When do they spawn?-A. That is someting I cannot tell you. I never
caught them on the bars. I have seen the spawn in them in the summer time. I
suppose they spawn through the summer, in the deep water, out in the lake and
in the bay.

Q. They bring'about what price ?-A. As much as lake whitefish. About 5
cents a pound, they are plentiful at certain seasons of the year. Generally speaking
they are plentiful.

Q. Then they ought to be taken care of at the spawning time?-A. Yes, if a
man cai tind their spawning time right. They are like the bass. I think the bass
close season is not when they are spawning.

Q. Now, what are these other fished called, the third kinid ?-A. I cali them lake
whitetish; the true whitefish; they corne in from the lake about the middle of July,
and spawn in November, about the 15th November. I don't think there are any
spawn before that season; from the 15th to the end of November is the right time.

Q. What will these weigh, the third kind ?-A. 2 poundsapiece,and the colour
of these is pretty black, pretty dark.

Q. is there any difference in the appearance of these fish, the male, from the
female ?-A. Not that I can see, only the roughness of the scales on the he one, and
he don't get rough until about 3 weeks before the time they spawn.

Q. Then of these threc kinds number three is the best ?-A. Yes, but number
2 is just as good for sale. They are not the same size, number two is about 1i
pounds, and the other is about 2 pounds, but I cannot say that they spawn the
same time.

Q. Are you of the opinion there should be a close season for whitefish and all
other kinds of fish when breeding ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know anything much in the herring line?-A. No, I can never get
a license to fish for herring. I fished for them with a license years ago. Lately
they won't grant a license to fish for herring.

Q. Are fish in as good condition at spawning lime as before or after ?-A. I
don't think tbey are. They won't keep as long they are softer.

Q. With regard to licenses are you of the impression there should be a greater
number of licenses issued than at present ?-A. That is providing the men who are
generally fishing have got their licenses then there are enough licenses in the bay.
What I mean to say the number of licenses heretofore granted is quite sufficient
for the bay.

Q. Do you think the Department of Fisheries should use what exertions they
can to protect the fisb from being over-fished and destroyed ?-A. Yes, I think they
should. The close season should be looked after and care given to the fish at the
spawning season ; this would be in the interest of the fishermen as well as the fish-
eries generally and the general public.

Q. Can you give us an idea of what quantity of fish you may have caught last
year altogethe ?-A. I suppose about 800 pounds a week while we fished for whitefish,
which was about 4 weeks in the spring from the time when the ice goes out.

Q. And you caught about 800 pounds a week from the lst of April to when ?--
A. Yes, to the last ot June, then we catch again from the 15th July to the 31st of
October. We averaged that right straight through last season.

Q. With regard to your pickerel, what catch did you get bf them ?-A. We
averaged about 600 pounds a week while we fished for them.

Q. And you commenced fishing for the pickerel when ?-A. Along about the
middle of June, to the last of July, and then we commenced again the next spring;
our pickerel fishing is from the 15th June to the 31st July.
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Q. How (o you dispose of them ? To whom do you sell ?-A. To the Laker
Ontario Fish Company at Cape Vincent, New York State, U. S., they have a man
here and a boat that picks them up from where we take them ashore, and he takes
them over to Cape Vincent and he brings the money back from the company to us.

Q. Do you pay any charges or duty on them?-A. We have nothing to do with
that. They pay us five cents a pound when we bring them ashore and we don't see
them any more and this is the system carried on with the other tisheimen in this
neighbourhood.

Q. Then they are sold as they are taken from the net?-A. Yes, sir, except in
the summer months, from the time we start in the spring up to the middle of August
or 1s of Sèptember.

Q. What size mesh do you use?-A. A 4j and 6 inch mesh, but if the 5 inch
mesh comes in force the fisheimen would have to quit, it would ruin the fishermen,
they would not make their salt.

Mr. M ILO PARKS, of Hay Bay, one of the oldest inhabitants, 80 years of age,
bad lived all his life on Hay Bay, made the following statement:-

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Do you think fish are as plentiful now as years ago ?-A. I don't think the
fish are as plentiful. We had two to one then easily enough. I can remember when
we could go out and get all the fish we wanted without any trouble.

Q. What kind of fish were they when you first fished here ?-A. Pickerel, bass,
maskinongé, pike, suckers and a very few whitefish in this bay, herring were not
very plentiful.

Q. I suppose at the time you speak of you did not have all the appliances to
fish with that they have now ?-A. No nets at that time. We could go out and in
a little while we could get 10 or 12 pickerel and that was all we needed.

Q. Do you know if whitefish were plentiful up the reach at that time ?-A. I
am not well posted in other parts of the bay. About the head at Adolphustown,
they used to set nets. and get some whitefish there.

Q. When did you settle here?-A. I was born and brought up here.
Q. One of the old stock then ?-A. One of the youngest of 18 of a family.
Q. Where are they all scattered over now ?-A. They aie all gone but myself.
Q. Then you must be how old ?-A. 81 past. In those days the fish were

plentiful where I fished.
Q. The principal fish were pickerel, bass, maskinongé and suckers ?-A. Yes,

and pike and red-fin suckers. There was plenty of red-fin suckers.
Q. Were black bass pretty plentiful ?-A. Yes, in an hour we could catch 10 or

15 black bass, in fact all we wanted.
Q. And how did you catch the fish in those days ?-A. With spear and hook

and line, very little netting done.
Q. But there might have been whitefish here and you could not catch thema

with the hook and line ?-A. I never heard of them being here. The principal kind
of fishing was hook and line and spear. They used to come in the spring of the year
and draw seines and catch hundreds of pickerel. In the spring, about the time they
were spawning, about the lst of May.

By Mr. Harris :

Q. Can you place the time at all when seine fishing was first began here ?-A.
Occasionally they carne up here with seines some 50 years ago.

Q. Was it about 20 years ago, seine fishing was commenced here for commercial
purposes ?-A. I think it was about that time.
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Q. When you first came here did you care for mudeats at ail ?-A. No, sir.
Mudeats as a rule were not caught here for any purpose at ail until the last 10 or
15 years.

Q. You think the fish you have referred to, at least the maskinongé and bass,
are very small in numbers to what they used to be ?-A. Very few to what there
used to be.

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. Have you formed any idea yourself how this falling off has taken place ?-
A. I cannot tell you unless it is on account of the number of nets in the bay. Boats
come up here every day catching fish and selling them, and I think killing the
mother fish while spawning bas had much to do with it, it bas been one of the
principal causes.

Q. Your opinion is just the same as we have heard from ail other intelligent
persons, that it is the excessive and over-fishing of fish at the spawning time that
has brought the fish down so low in numbers at the present time ?-A. That is my
opinion, sir.

CHARLES PARKS, son of Milo Parks, made the following statement:-

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. How many years do you recollect back ?-A. About 30, and I should judge
the first net we hauled was about 10 rods long, and we could catch ail the fish we
wanted for family use. All the fish that we needed of pickerel, pike and bass. We
caught them right along any time during the spring and in May, June and July,
and in the fall of the year also.

Q. Would you be able to catch plenty of black bass ?-A. Yes, 8 or 10 in a
little while, that is ail passed by now. Sometimes we catch a few, but not as many
as there used to be years ago, there were no hoop-nets, none thon. I don't think the
hoop-nets were fished until about some 20 years ago, there were no gill-nets then.
Fishing for export commenced about 20 years ago.

Q. Are you convinced in your own mind that there are not as many fish here
as in former years?-A. Not one-third. They were then so numerous that we
caught ail we wanted, but now it is difficult to get any, we could have made our
fortunes if we had bad the nets then that they use now.

Q. With regard to Hay Bay, what little you know of the bass were they more
plentiful then ?-A. Yes, we used to go out along the shores any where and get from
50 to 60, but you cannot catch one at ail now. I have not caught more thon 2 or 3
in five years past.

Q. What is your view regarding this falling off ? Of bullheads?-A. Hoop-nets
every where.

Q. Are these fish numerous yet at the head of the bay?-A. No. They cannot
catch one now where we caught a dozen then.

Q. Have you got the whitefish here now ?-A. No, they do not come down this
far now, not further than the Island over there, quite a number were taken there
some years ago.

Q. Were the nets they used then anything like the nets they use now ?-A.
Yes, gill-nets, but there are 10 times the nets used now as there was twer.ty years
ago.

Q. Was it not known that in former years the whitefish frequented here for
spawning purposes ?-A. Only once and a while you would hear of one being caught,
but my impression is the whitefish are nothing now, to what they were formerly,
not one now where there would be three. I don't know much about the whitefish.
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Q. Were herring here at all in your early time ?-A. We used to catch a few,
I think they are all cleaned out now by over-fishing at the spawning times, I think
all hoop-nets should be taken out of the water.

Q. Do you think the fish should be protected at their spawning time ?-A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Do you think pickerel spawn in this bay ?-A. Yes, sir, I think they do.
Q. Never knew of any salmon-trout being caught here?-A. Not of late years.

Once and a while at the reach.
The Commission then adjourned sine die-with the view of going westward to

holl meetings at Port Arthur, Sault Sainte Marie, and other important fishing points
on the shores of the great lakes.

3.-PORT ARTHUR.

The Fishery Commission met at Port Arthur this 26th day of October, 1893, at
2 o'clock in the afternoon, according to previous notice.

Members present: Samuel Wilmot, Esq., Edward [Harris, Esq., Thomas Marks,
Esq., and Miss Kittredge acting as stenographer. Mr. Wilmot, as chairman, opened
the meeting, and the following proceedings took place.

The purport of the Commission was explained by Mr. Wilmot, followed by a
few remarks from Mr. Harris.

Mr. W. C. DOBIE was called and sworn:-

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. Where is your residence ?-A. Port Arthur.
Q. Your calling ?-A. I am a merchant.
Q. How long have you resided here ?-A. Twenty-one years.
Q. Be good entough to give us any information you can regarding the fisheries ?

-A. The reason why my name has been mentioned here I presume is owing to the
fact that three*yeai-s ago I was fishery overseer. While in that office I had the
pleasure of meeting you. I made investigations and know something of fishing I
presume, I hope I filled my office intelligently.

Q. Do you prefer having questions asked you ?-A. Yes, I think that the better
way.

Q. Do you know the description of nets used here ?-A. Yes, gill-nets and pound-
nets.

Q. What size of mesh do you use in gill-nets ?-A. From 4î, to 5, and 6 inch
mesh.

Q. Why the difforence in size?-A. Owing to different localities I believe, that
is to catch different sizes of fish in different localities.

Q. It is not to suit different periods of the year ?-A. Well, I really think some-
times larger tish are caught at some parts of the season than others.

Q. Well, what season are the larger fish caught ?-A. In the fall.
Q. Are they more numerous then than at other times ?-A. Generally speaking

I think they are.
Q. When are the medium size trout particularly caught ?-A. During the

summer season.
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Q. What description of net and mesh do you use there?-A. From 4j, to 5, and
6 inch in the fall, 5 or 6 inch mesh. I am speaking in regard to my remembrance
at the time I was overseer.

Q. The 4j mesh in summer, catch medium trout, and 5 to 6 inch mesh for large
ones ?-A. Yes.

Q. Is there any perceptible difference in them as trout ?-A. They are all one
and the same fish, the trout that comes late in the season here, is called the genuine
salmon-trout, a very large one coming about the close of navigation.

Q. What are the others?-A. The others are called lake-trout.
Q. When are these lake-trout taken ?-A. About the end of November towards

December. There are very few caught because of the stormy weather at that
season. Pie Island is a good place for that species of fish.

Q. What do they generally average ?-A. From 8, to 15 and 25 pounds, average
say about 10 and 12 pounds, caught as high as 25 pounds, in fact the average is 12
pounds.

Q. Now, about the lake-trout, what is the average size of the lake-trout ?-A.
The summer-trout, about 7 or 8 pounds. I don't know whether that is too high or
not for these trout in the fall.

Q. No perceptible difference only one is larger than the other ?-A. Yes, they
seem to be the same species.

Q. Where are the summer-trout caught?-A. Along the shores of the bays, not
in deep water. There is very little deep fishing done. It is not practiced so much.
There is greater danger and expense I presume fishing in deep water.

Q. Where are the 10 or 12 pound fish principally taken ?-A. In Thunder Bay
under the lea of Thunder Cape. When I was overseer there were licenses granted
there on ground not fished before. We found they caught large fish there and no
,other part of Thunder Bay. The large fish were taken under Thunder Cape and
down by Ross Point to Cape Caldwell.

Q. What part of the year in particular ?-A. In the close season, and I presume
a littie before. In the months of October and November and the beginning of
December.

Q. Which particularly ?-A. The end of October, and from the lst to about the
20th November.

Q. What do you suppose they come along the shore for ?-A. I presume they
come to spawn.

Q. Have you any idea of the time they spawn more particularly ?-A. From
the 15th October to November. Most of the spawning of salmon-trout is dond from
the 15th October to 10th November.

Q. What size mesh is principally used to catch the large fish ?-A. They have
a net called the trout-nets with large mesh.

Q. When do the trout called the red salmon come in ?-A. Later, in December
I believe.

Q. Do they seem to be a different species ?-A. They have an arched shoulder
and some scales, a larger, plumper fish like salt water salmon, and the meat is quite
red in colour. The others are generally only a slightly reddish colour.

Q. These salmon are not so largely taken as the others are they?-A. No, they
don't seem to be so plentiful. They come in later and seem hard to get at.

Q. Should they not increase more largely than others ?-A. They should, but
so far as our locality is concerned they come near Pie Island which is reserved and
has been for three years by Order in Council. It waa done while I was overseer.

Q. Are they not caught anywhere else ?-A. That is their ground. The fisher-
men have no chance to go there.

Q. They should be the most iumerous fish here?-A. They come in at that
season to spawn but don't remain long there, they are not molested there. I could not
say if they are increasing in quantities, the fishermen could tell. There are two kinds
of trout here.

Q. You have no other kinds ?-A. I preaume there are, but cannot give their
'names.
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Q. Where are the fish generally sold that are caught here ?-A. I think they
are sent to the American side by our dealers.

Q. Is there any more company than one ?-A. The Port Arthur Fish Company.
Q. Are the salmon-trout sold for foreign countries from here ?-A. Yes, for the

States. The steamer " Dixon " calls and takes them away. The Port Arthur Fish
Company are the particular parties. The representatives are here.

Q. Do the Booth Packing Company have anything to do with them ?-A. I
think that the Port Arthur Fish Company sell to them.

Q. Do the Booth Company engage in fishing personally ?-A. Not that I know
of. They are simply fish dealers.

Q. What is the usual price of salmon-trout as lrought in for sale ?-A. The
fishermen get 2j to 3 cents a pound, cleaned that is. The entrails are always taken
out, sometimes the heads are taken off. They are called dressed fish. A very large
trout has a very large head and they take it off.

Q. What is your idea with regard to the present quantities of fish taken here.
What is the comparison between now and say 10 years ago ?-A. Fish are not so-
numerous now, and, generally speaking, are smaller in their average size.

Q. What do you attribute this to?-A. There are several reasons. In the first
place, fishermen are more numerous now than when I first came here. Then, as to
size, the same thing would apply, as the larger fish have been caught.

Q. Have the nets smaller mesh now ?-A. No, but more fish are caught, because
there are more fishermen engaged in the work. Another reason is, I think, the
close season is at the wrong time. I think this ail helps to bring this scarcity
about.

Q. What has been the close season?-A. It was, at one time, from the lst Nov-
ember to the 10th, and now from the 1st to the 30th November.

Q. Why do you think it improper?-A. Because it is too late. It doos not
commence soon enough. It should commence about the 15th or 20th October.

Q. Have you any idea when the close season should end ?-A. About the 10th
November, the whitefish and trout are both through spawning then. So in my
opinion, the close season doesn't begin till they are through spawning. I think the
trout are principally spawning in October.

Q. Thon do you think the remedy would be that the close season should be from
the 15th or 20th October to say the 1st of' November ?-A. For salmon-trout, yes.

Q. What about whitefish, when in particular do they spawn ?-A. They begin
to spawn now, 25th October, or in a few days and continue tilt the 10th November.

Q. Do you think all whitefish perform that duty in that period of time ?-A. I
think the bulk of them do. They take about the same time as the others.

Q. How do you come to this conclusion ?-A. From personal observation. I
enquired into this when I had the position, and by talking with the fishermen.

Q. What is the evidence of fish being ripe for spawning ?-A. When they hold
it up the spawn will run clean out of the fish. So they come in with a boat load of
fish, and half a boat load of spawn.

Q. Hardly as much'as that ?-A. Well, hardly, but in any case there is a great
deal of spawn there.

Q. A large quantity of eggs is to be found in the boat ?-A. Yes.
Q. What is your idea with regard to these fish after the 10th November, where

do they go?-A. To deeper water and where they catch them in the summer.
Q. Is it your opinion there should be a close season ?-A. I think so. But it

sems almost useless for Canadians whei Americans do not have any. If the
Amorican Government could only be induced to bave "close season " at the same
time as Canadians, thon it would be practicable.

Q. You say there should be a close season but it should be done by the Ameri-
cans as well ?-A. I think it would be advisable.

Q. Suppose they don't do this, do you think Canadians should not have one ?-
A. I believe in close season, I think the Government should do everything to get
the Americans to do it.

Q. You mean this to apply to ail fishing ?-A. Yes, during the breeding time.
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Q. Have you taken any notice when the salmon-trout are in the best condition
for food?-A. I don't know as I could give any opinion, they are always good
with us.

Q. Do you think them as good when laying their eggs?-A. No.
Q. Are the salmon-trout as good when spawning as at other times fo, food ?-

A. I cannot say, I leave that to the fishermen. They should not be as good in my
opinion. I presume it is the law of nature, that is why I think they are not fit for
food. This applies to all kinds of fish, salmon-trout, whitefish and all.

Q. Well, what about the whitefish, are they falling off in quantity to what they
were some years ago ?-A. I think so.

Q. In what proportion are they falling off; give a rough estimate; are there
<ne-half as many or more ?-A. Well, not a half, but at least one-fourth to one-
third. This is caused by a larger number of fishermen.

Q. And catching them in November ?-A. Yes, that would help. With regard
to fishing in bays. I mean fish are driven out of such bays by the noise of boats, &c.
I think that the noise of railways and vessels in the water drive fish out of the bays.

Q. Suppose we told you fish have no sense of hearing?-A. I would not accept
the statement, for I know better. We had fish driven out of Thunder Bay by
blasting.

Q. Where do they go to?-A. To the deeper water, and they come back again.
Q. Now what is your ide'i as to licenses. Do you think there are a sufficient

number of licenses in this section of the lake. Should tbey be issued indefinitely?-
A. [should say not, I mean to say that the issuing of an over number of licenses
should be guarded against. Too many men should not be allowed to engage in it.

Q. What is your idea about granting licenses?-A. Well, when I was fishery
overseer I had limits laid out and each man to be kept on his own limita. I thought
it preferable.

Q. You say the limits should be given each fisherman in his license?-A. I
think Po.

Q. Have you had any knowledge or taken in any observation with regard to
the breeding of fish ?-A. I think it commendable and should be persisted in. I
think hatcheries should be started.

Q. Is the fish known as the wall-eyed pike or pickerel sought for here, are they
saleable ?-A. I think so, and they go by the name of pickerel.

Q. Where do they spawn in your knowledge of these fish ?-A. I really cannot
say, 1 don't know anything about the pickerel, but I thought in June.

Q. Do you think they come to the bays at that time for any special purpose?-
A. I presume they come in to spawn, but as far as pickerel go they are a side issue.

Q. What about speckled-trout, are they of any consequence here ?--A. They
are pretty well fished out in the immediate locality. They were very plentiful at
one time in Carp river, 12 miles from here west, and in al! the streams.

Q. What do you suppose was the cause of their falling off ? Were they netted ?-
A. I don't think so, a persistent fishing with hook and line, but I have not known of
their being netted.

Q. Do you think it a great want here? Is it considered a serious matter that
they are caught out ?-A. I don't think so.. There is not as much sport as there
used to be that is all.

Cross-examined by Mr. Harris:

Q. Where do the principal fish come from ?-A. From Rossport and Black Bay.
About forty or fifty miles below here.

Q. Have you had many year's experience ?-A. I have been in the place over
twenty years. But have not fished much.

Q. When you first had knowle.dge of the fishing here, where was it then ?-
A. It was down in Thunder Bay, and out down towards Black Bay.

Q. Is the fishing getting farther off all the time from here ?-A. Yes, they must
get on the new grounds as much as possible.
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Q. You speak of steamboats, &c., driving fish away, that could only apply to
one or two localities ?-A. Yes, to this bay and to this side of the bay.

Q. The 4j, 5 and 6 inch mesh is the gill-net mesh you speak of is it. Do you
use the same twine ?-A. No different for all.

Q. Is it necessary to use small twine or is it done foreconomy?-A. Principally
that and there is a difference in the price of the web of about one.half.

Q. Are small fish caught by the teeth ?-A. Not to my knowledge. No, I don't
think so.

Q. Are there any salmon-trout in quantities brought in weighing 1 to 1 pounds?
A. No, the smallest brought in 4 to 5 pounds is the average.

Q. One of the large fish dealers in Toronto gave evidence to this effect: mature
salmon-trout come to this market very flabby and usually bruised and not as saleable,
from Superior, Georgian Bay and a good many from Port Arthur. Do you know if
that is true ?-A. I do not know anything about that.

Q. You 'say sometimes trout come in to spawn from the 15th of October to the
20th of November. Now, how do you notice they come in then ?-A. I said that
trout spawn between the 15th of October and the 10th of November. That covers
the spawning t.ime.

Q. You say they spawn from the 15th October to the 10th ofNovember. Then
on the 15th October they begin to get in a concentrated form?-A. Yes, with white-
fish.

Q. How long do they stay here after spawning ?-A. There are some fish all
the time. A great many return after spawning to the lake.

Q. They come into spawn on the bars and pretty close to the shore do they ?-
A. Yes, on the reefs in four or five or six feet of wator.

Q. I suppose the time they would be most concentrated would be after the 20th
November. It would be on the return ?-A. Both going and coming I should aay.

Q. Then you think it likely they would stay in shallow water after it freezes
up ?-A. No, they would have to go pretty quick from shallow water.

Q. Do you think it likely they would be in a more concentrated form on the
return than coming in ?-A. I don't know, I wouldn't say that, I believe they would be
more concentrated in coming in.

Q. Salmon-trout are 2î to 3 cents cleaned, who gets that ?-A. The fishermen.
Q. Where do they clean the fish ?-A. On their tishing grounds, I believe they

corne into this dock clean. Sometimes they clean them on the dock. I think the
bulk are cleaned away.

Q. Are they gill and pound-net fishermen ?-A. Yes, the pound-net fish would
not be cleaned before coming to the dock and it depends what kind of boat they have.
Sometimes they cean them coming in.

Q. What about the offal ?-A. They put the offal in barrels.
Q. You think it is pretty strictly adhered to ?-A. I do think so.
Q. What is the usual mesh in pound-nets ?-A. 34 inches.
Q. Would that catch a two pound fish ?-A. I think so.
Q. Will it hold a two pound salmon-trout ?-A. I think so. I am not a practical

fisherman and an not so sure of these things. These practical fishermen will give
you botter answers than I can in regard to that.

Q. Do the principal fish go to Duluth ?-A. Yes, I think so.

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. In regard to pound-nets, in the pot, the mesh is 3 inches. They are larger

in the hearts and leaders. Do you know the size of the twine used ? Is it all the
same?-A. I think number 15.

Q. What about herring, are they of any importance here ?-A. No, I think they
might be allowed to catch in the fall. They are .not caught for generr1 purposes.

Q. Are herring pretty numerous in the lake?-A. Quite, in the present close
season in November.

Q. Wbat do they come in for in November ?-A. I cannot say, they are not here
in the summer months, not in any quantity.
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Q. Are they very numerous in November ?-A. Yes, we can form no estimate
why they come ? Herring are totally lost sight of, they are not taken account of.
They don't seem to want them, they are not in general use here ? I think they retail
about 10 cents a dozen. I don't think they salt them, they don't ship them ? I have
never soem quantities shipped.

JOHN MALONEY called and sworn:-

By Air. Wilmot:

Q. Where is your residence ?-A. Port Arthur.
Q. Your oecupation ?-A. Fisherman.
Q How long ?-A. Eighteen years.
Q. Your nationality ?-A. Canadian.
Q. What sort of fishing do you carry on ?-A. Pound and gill-nets.
Q. What is the size of the mesh in your pound-nets ?-A. 3j hearts, and leaders

6 inch.
Q. What is the size of your mesh in the gill-nets?-A. 4j to 6 inches.
Q. What is the principat kind of fish caught in the pound-nets ?-A. Mostly white-

fish, still I take other fish.
Q. What time of the year are whitefish taken most numerously in the pound

nets ?-A. June and July.
Q. When are salmon-trout caught most ?-A. In September and October.
Q. In catching whitefish in June and July, do you ever catch any quantity of

salmon-trout ?-A. Very few, we sort out every fish.
Q. How long are the leaders of pound-nets ?-A. 50 to 60 rods.
Q. Where do you set the gill-nets ? In Thunder Bay mostly. In a depth of

water ?-A. From ten to thirty fathoms. I don't fish gill-nets in summer, I fish them
in September and October.

Q. And in these gill-nets what fish do you catch ?-A. At that time of the year
mostly trout.

Q. What is the average size of trout in September and October ?-A. About
10 and 12 pounds, and I catch very few whitefish at that time.

Q. Whens do the whitefish begin to come in ?-A. About the 20th and 21st of
October.

Q. How long do they seem to remain inside ? Is it until it freezes up ?-A. They
start to move out from shore about the 10th to 12th of November.

Q. What do they come in there for ?-A. To spawn, I believe.
Q. You say salmon-trout begin to come in about the loth September ?-A. Yes,

about the first part of September and are on and off all the month of September and
October, they come to spawn I believe.

Q. What is your view as to their condition when they come in to spawn ?-A.
In my opinion they are better before the spawning time.

Q. Does that refer to salmon-trout and whitefish alike ?-A. Yes.
Q. What is the condition after spawning time is over ?-A. They are soft and

flabby, yet there is no difference made with the dealers.
Q. What is the price you generally get for your salmon-trout ?-A. Three cents

this year and the whitefish are the same as the salmon-trout.
Q. Who do you sel[ to ?-A. To the Port Arthur Fish Company, the manager

we sell to is Mr. Brimsen, who also sells some fish for home consumption.
Q. But they are principally sent to the United States market are they not ?-A.

I think the whitefish are mostly sent away.
Q. Some of the salmon-trout are sold here are they ?-A. Yes, some of both

kinds are sold here, but the whitefish are principally sent to the United States.
Q. Do you catch any other kind than salmon-trout ?-A. Some pickerel.
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Q. What is the usual size of the pickerel ?-A. They average about one pound,
1½ or 2 pounds, these are the yellow pickerel or wall-eyed pike, we have no blue
pickerel here.

Q. Do you catch any maskinongé or bass ?-A. Not worth mentioning.
Q. In your pound-net do you catch many suckers ? Are they numerous ?-A.

Quite a few suckers, we let them go again.
Q. Are you under the impression that suckers eat the eggs of other fish ?-A.

I believe that suckers do eat trout eggs.
Q. Why do you let them go then ?--A. We can't do anything with them.
Q. Why do the whitefish and salmon come in shore at this time of the year ?-

A. To spawn.
Q. Have the fish fallen off in quantities during the last years ?-A. The white-

fish have to what they were formerly.
Q. Well, iiow in what proportion from your own experience could it be ?-A.

I should think about one-forth or one-third.
Q. What do you attribute this to ?-A. I think it is on account of fishing too

much.
Q. Would that also include fishing with too small mesh nets ?-A. No, I don't

think so. I think another thing is the close season is not at the right time.
Q. When is the close season now ?-A. From the 1st November to the 30th, that

is not the right time; it should be from the 20th of October to the 10th of November.
It is whitefish we are speaking of now.

Q. How does this time apply to salmon-trout ?-A. They start to spawn earlier,
generally about the 20th September they start to spawn, they spawn right along to
about the 20th October.

Q. What is the usual size of salmon-trout here ?-A. They average from 10 to
12 pounds.

Q. What is the usual size of whitefish ?-A. Average about 2 pounds.
Q. Is not that pretty small for them?-A. That is about the average size.
Q. What is the usual size of pickerel ?-A. From one and a half to two pounds.
Q. Now with pound-nets with 3j inch mesh in the pot, how large a fish will

pass through ?-A. A 2 pounds trout will go through and a whitefish from about
1f to 1. pounds. That is because of the formation of the whitefish heing different.

Q. Is there any difference in the price of a 1i pound whitefish or a 2 pound
one ?-A. They are all the same price, and a 2 pounds salmon-trout as a 10
pound one, are the same price per pound.

Q. Don't they designate them as No. 1 or No. 2 fish ?-A. No, if not No. 1, they
throw it out. A No. 1 fish is not according to size, it is if they are fresh.

Q. Have you Nos. 1, 2, or 3, of fish not fresh ?-A. No, fresh fish only are taken
by the dealers they must be perfectly fresh and firm.

Q. Are these from the gill-nets ?-A. No from pound-nets.
Q. Do you ever find many dead in the pound-net pots ?-A. No, sir, very few

fish are found dead or in a bad condition in the pot of the pound-net.
Q. Is there no distinction between the fish taken in the gill-nets ?-A. In gill-

net fish, vhat won't pass as No. 1, we salt, as there is a company buys them here, it
is the Port Arthur Fish Company.

Q. What do you get for these gill-net fish salted ?-A. Two and a half cents a
pound.

Q. When are the gill-nets set for salmon-trout?-A. About the lst of September.
Q. How often do you take the nets up ?-A. Three times a week generally.

That is when the weather lets us.
Q. Now, if you only take them up twice a week what is the condition of the

fish ?-A. There are some drowned fish. These drowned fish we salt, and are sold at
a reduced figure.

Q. What reduction will there be ?-A. We get 2j cents when salted.
Q. Are any taken out of the net after four or five days so bad they cannot be

used ?-A. There is an odd one, not many, but if the net is out for a week there are a
lot of bad ones, not fit for use at all and are thrown away; we throw them away on
shore. We generally throw them away in the bush.

56



Ontario Fishery Commission.

Q. What difforence is there between the two modes of fishing gill-nets and pound-
nets. Which is the safest for the fishermen and the fisheries ?-A. I believe the pound-
nets. There is no waste in pound-nets and the gill-nets have considerable waste.

Q. Have you instances here when the nets are out a week of the fish being bad ?
-A. There would not be more than half bad. The water is pretty cold, but in
summer about one-half would be bad.

Q. Are you of the impression there should he a close season for fish ?-A. Yes,
I believe in a close season and that there should be a hatchery here.

Q. What do you think about licenses. Are there sufficient number granted in
this section ?-A. In some parts I believe there is enough.

Q. Do you think the licenses now issued in your locality are sufficiently numerous?
-A. I think there is room for some more.

Q. How is your license granted? Is there a limit ?-A. My limit is five miles
square.

Q. Does this apply to other fishermen ?-A. Yes, all the same, that is the gill-
net fishermen.

Q. On this five miles, how many boats do you use ?-A. It covers one boat with
my three gangs, generally the three gangs are all in the water at once.

Q. How do you manage when you take up the net full of fish ?-A. We set the
same nets back again.

Q. What number of yards or fathoms in three gangs when set ?-A. There are
four boxes to a gang and 400 yards to each box, in all 4,800 yards; the size
of twine in trout-nets is No. 25, and I use the same number of gangs for whitefish,
and this twine is No. 40 to 50.

Q. Where do you get the twine ?-A. In town here, it is Scotch make and it is
white when we get it.

Q. Is the pound-net less injurious than the gill-net ?-A. That is my opinion,
and this is brought about by the fact that the pound-net does not kill the fish.

Q. What is the quantity of whitefish you caught last year, in 1892 ?-A. I sup-
pose about 45 tons of both kinds, but more whitefish.

Q. Have you formed aiy opinion about the artificial breeding of fish ?-A. Only
from hearsay.

Q. In fishing your pound-net do you use any other except the actual pot, or do
you use some artifice besides ?-A. The plain pot is set down. I do not use any
apron or bag to catch fish within the pound.

Q. Are you under the impression there are two or three kinds of salmon-trout
in this lake?-A. There is two or three different kinds.

Q. What do you call one kind ?-A. The salmon or red trout, and they average
about 12 to 15 pounds.

Q. What is the next kind ?-A. The lake trout, they average from 5 to 6 pounds.
Q. What is the third kind ?-A. The deep-water fish, half-breeds, they will

average about 3 pounds.
Q. Are you of the impression that these deep-water fish or half-breeds are large

enough to produce their young by laying spawn ?-A. I think so, all these of the
above size are capable of spawning.

Q. How much smaller than these would have no spawn in them ?-A. I cannot
say. I have seen some about three pound weight of lake trout with spawn in them,
but not prepared to give a positive statement.

Q. Are there more kinds than one of whitefish ?-A. No, only a difference in
their size.

Q. Do the deep-water trout or half-breeds ever come on shore to spawn ?-A. I
have never caught them on shore like the larger fish, the large ones come on shore
only to spawn.

Q. Then, you think there are not two different kinds of whitefish ?-A. I don't
think so.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. Have you ever gilled any fish in the pots of your pound nets ?-A. Very

few whitefish, of about one and a half to one and three-quarter pounds.
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Q. How, often do you lift your net?-A. Twice a week.
Q. What size mesh in the pot of a pound-net would gill a three pound white-

fish ?-A. About three and three-quarters mesh I should think.
Q. Now, for the gill-nets what is the largest mesh you should use profitably for

whitefish ?-A. Four and three-quarters inch mesh.
Q. If you used a five inch mesh what sized fish would go through ?-A. Most of

the two pound whitefish would escape.
Q. Did you ever fish with a five inch extension mesh ?-A. Yes,.but it did not

pay, it is not suitable for these waters, four and three quarters is the largest used
for catching whitefish, a five inch mesh loses most of the fish.

Q. Have you a tug ?-A. Yes, and I am a practical fisherman, and in December
I fish gill-nets all with my tug.

Q. Do you ever catch rough or coarse fish ?-A. Very few. Also a few
sturgeon, I use nine pound-nets.

Q. What does the sturgeon catch amount to ? Have any of you caught 200 at
a lift ?-A. It would be a good one.

Q. From Pigeon River to Otter Head, Michipicoten, the returns say there are
31,000 sturgeon caught. Where principally ?-A. Nepigon Bay, I think, is the best
sturgeon locality. Black Bay, has quite a number of sturgeon.

Q. Do you catch sturgeon any months besides June and July ?-A. There is
sturgeon in the spring in Black Bay from the middle of May to the first of July,
then it is over.

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Why are the sturgeon, there at that time ?-A. I understand they go there

to spawn.
By Mr. Barris:

Q. Do you make caviare ?-A. No.
Q. Has fishing been as good here this year as last ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Was it as good last year as the year before ?-A. No, it has fallen off since,

for most kinds, but not much difference in trout.

By Mr. Wilmot:
Q. Do you fish with nine pound-nets. What license fee do you pay ?-A. Yes,

and pay $50 for each.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. Don't you catch bass on this bay ?-A. Not at al], we catch some mullet,

in the pound-nets.
Q. Are there no bays or marshes between Pigeon River and Michipicoten where

rough fish could be caught ?-A. There is some. But the bays are not large enough
for any quantity to be had, for commercial purposes.

Q. Are there any catfish here ?-A. An odd one.
Q. How about bullheads? Do you get any of them ?-A. No.
Q. How big is the catfish ?-A. About 6 or 8 pounds with a large head.
Q. Has he a square end to his tail or is it forked ?-A. I don't know. Mr.

Wilmot here informed the meeting that the fish known as the channel cat is not
the same as the " bullhead" or "mudpout,"-the former grow to a large size,
sometimes 40 to 50 pounds and frequent the deeper water, the latter never exceed i
pound when dressed and live in shallow marshy places.

Q. Has there ever been licenses for fishing with a hoop-net here ?-A. No.

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. Do you know what a hoop-net is ?-A. I have seen a number of them.

By Mr. Harris :
Q. What is the farthest point that fishermen go from here? Do they go as far

as eighty miles ?-A. No, about seventy miles.
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Q. Do they go farther off every year as fish get scarcer? I mean gill-net men
of course ?-A. No.

Q. Are the fisheries which are close at hand pretty well fished out?-A. These
grounds right bere by Port Arthur are about as good as any, and they have always
been fished on for whitefish.

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Pretty well fished out bore, are they ?-A. There is not as many as there
was.

By Mr. Harris:

Q. Do you hear of small or immature whitefish or trout brought to this market?
-A. Very few. The most numerous would be whitefish.

Q. Do you know any beaches or localities where whitefish frequent in the
summer months ?-A. No, but I know there is one place in the mouth of Black Bay
where they do come and some come into this bay in the spring.

By Mr. Marks:

Q. In speaking of the distance you go out, I think you misunderstood Mr.
Harris. How far out do you go in the lake ?-A. Not more than two miles. We
can't fish near Isle Royal, the water is too deep.

Q. In speaking of the bize of whitefish passing through the mesh, what size
whitefish are marketable?-A. About one and three-quarter pounds.

Q. low do you throw them away ?-A. In the water. A 2 pound trout will
go through a 3½ inch mesh in the pot of a pound-net.

Q. Do you catch small fish in pound-nets?-A. What are caught are caught in
pound-nets, not in gill-nets.

Q. Do you ever get brook-trout in your pound-nets here ?-A. Sometimes, and
these generally follow the shore, we catch an odd one when we fish for shoal-trout
in the gill-nets.

Q. What about hatcheries?-A. From what I have heard, I think it would be
good, and I think this is a good place. The feeding ground is good and other things.
There is so many suckers who eat the whitefish spawn. I think it would be a first
rate bay,

The meeting was then adjourned till the following day.

The Commission was declared open at ten o'clock this 25th day of October,
according to previous adjournment.

HENRY SERVAIS was called and sworn

By Mr. Wilmot :
Q. Your residence ?-A. Port Arthur.
Q. Your occupation ?-A. Fisherman.
Q. How long ?-A. Nineteen years.
Q. Where fishing ?-A. Black Bay principally and Thunder Bay.
Q. What kind of fishing are you engaged in ?-A. Pound-nets in the summer

season, gill-nets in the fall.
Q. What kind of fish do you principally catch ?-A. Whitefish, trout, pickerel,

and sturgeon.
Q. What size mesh do you use in the pot ?-A. 2f inch, and hearts and leaders

six inch.
Q. And in the gill-net?-A. I hava been accustomed to use 5, I have used 4ï

the last couple of years, have done very little, and for trout-net 6 inches for 4 weeks
in the fall.
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Q. At what time doyou catch trout principally ?-A. From the 15th September
to lst of November.

Q. Do you not catch them any other time of the year ?-A. No, not in those
nets. We catch them before then in pound-nets.

Q. These are the large trout are they ?-A. Yes, sir, they run from ten to twelve
pounds, at least there is a couple of schools of different trout. The black trout are a
little smaller and what we call the large is the red trout, they come on and spawn
late in October.

Q. Then there are two or three kinds of salmon-trout are there ?-A. Yes, four
or five.

Q. Well, how do you distinguish them ?-A. The red trout by the red fins.
They come on in the fail, about the 20th of October to the 1st ot November. The
black trout comes on about the 15th.

Q. And the salmon-trout come on when ?-A. There are three runs of trout
comes on between the 15th or 20th September to the Tst November.

Q. The salmon-trout are the rock trout or black trout are they ?-A. Yes, and
come on from the 15th September to the lst November.

Q. What other kind have you ?-A. The small lake trout caught in the summer
time and they don't come on in the fall.

Q. What size are they ?-A. From 2 to 4 pounds, average 2j to 3. They are
caught in pound-nets, fai out in deep-water, from 20 or 30 feet. We never fish for
them in the fall as we fish with 6 inches mesh, then they would not be caught in
that net. There is the " puncher trout " caught in the fall.

Q. What is their character ?-A. They seem to be a cross between the siskiwit
and the red trout. They are fatter than any other except the siskiwit. Thy are
from 3 to 5 pounds I should judge. They are only caught in deep-water about 50
fathoms, some times in 30 fathoms.

Q. Do you get many of these fish ?-A. Not many persons fish for them. They
are not a good marketable fish. They only sell when good fish are scarce.

Q. Can you give any reason for this?-A. Lt is on account of being too fat.
The siskiwit we can't sell at all.

Q. Well, when do you get whitefish most?-A. In June and July, with pound-
nets along the shores of Thunder Bay and Black Bay, all caught in pound-nets.
There is no gill-nets put down in the summer months. They are atso caught in
December and winter fishing in gill-nets.

Q. What is the usual size of your whitefish ?-A. I should judge they average
2 pounds. but not more than that.

Q. With what size gill-net do you get the whitefish ?-A. 4ï, some with 5
inches but very few. Lt don't seem to catch them as well. The size of twine is from
No. 45 to 50 for whitefish.

Q. At the same time you have gill-nets fishing for whitefish do you have a
salmon-trout 6 ineh mesh?-A. We do not have them fishing at the same time.

Q. Don't you catch some in the fall of the year along with whitefish ?-A.
Yes, in December, and these are caught in 4j and 5 inch mesh.

Q. Do you catch salmon-trout at the sarne time?-A. Very few. They don't
come in here much except around Thunder Cape.

Q. What kind are the trout, that is the few you do catch ?-A. Some seem to be
the deep-water fish, which we get before the close of the season.

Q. Where do you generally sell your fish ?-A. To the Port Arthur Fish Com-
pany. Last year I sold through Canada. I shipped myself.

Q. Now, you spoke about these trout coming on shore at certain dates. Now,
what do these whitefish and salmon-trout come on in the fali for?-A. They come
to spawn, but I don't think that when the trout come on at first they spawn. They
come on and go back. I don't think they settle down to spawn until the first of
October. Whitefish come on in Thunder Bay from the 20th to the 25th October,
and are engaged in spawning till about the 10th or 12th November. That is the
bulk of them.
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Q. Do none spawn later do you think?-A. Well, I was authorized by the over-
seer some year ago to set a net on the 16th November and I caught 600 pounds, all
were through spawning. The overseer was to send same fish to the department.
They were ail through spawning. The only spawn in them was what they had
eaten.

Q. What kind of spawn was that ?-A. It seemed to be small like herring
spawn, I should judge, but can't tell whether it was herring or whitefish spawn.
There was two dozen brought here to be sent to the department at that time.

Q. Now do you say that the spawn or other stuff you found in these fish at that
time was in their stomach ?-A. Yes.

Q. Where the eggs perfect?-A. No. I found it in their stomach. It was not
as natural as before theyspawn. It seemed to be mixed up with gravel and spawn.

Q. What size was the gravel? Was itthe size of the spawn ?-A. Well it might
be fle or large. There was not as much gravel as spawn. I did not dress the ones
I brought here. The overseer saw them. i was authorized to set these nets. It
was about 7 or 8 years ago. It was 6 years ago.

Q. When do salmon-trout come on to spawn ?-A. Well, they begin coming on
from the 15th to the 20th September. But they don't remain on shore. They go
out again and them come in again. If there is a big storm it will drive them away
longer. I think they spawn from the lst to the 10th October, and the bulk of them
at the end of October.

Q. Do these fish leave the shore then ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. On what kind of ground do they spawn ?-A. Shoals, rock and pebbles.
Q. Have you honey.comb rock here ?-A. A little.
Q. Generally about what depth is the spawning ground.-A. From 2 fathoms to

10 and 15.
Q. From 10 to 15 fathoms ?-A. Yes, sir. Is not that pretty deep for spawning

purposes ? Sometimes you get them in 25 fathoms.
Q. Where do whitefish spawn, is it on the same kind of ground as trout ?-A.

No, sir, they spawn mostly in sandy bottoms.
Q. On reefs and places of that kind ?-A. Yes, if sandy and fine gravel. Sand

and mud bottom is the principal kind.
Q. What depth of water ?-A. They start in about 2 fathoms. From 2 to 10

and 15 I should say.
Q. And they come about when ?-A. 20th or 22nd of October.
Q. How long are they engagzed in this work ?-A. I think about twenty days.
Q. Do they remain on the spawning ground about 20 days ?-A. Yes, sir. Of

course they may spawn earlier and some later. That is about the right time. They
are never very much earlier or later than that around Thunder Bay.

Q. Now, what about your pickerel, are they caught in pound-nets or gill-nets ?-
A. In pound-nets as a rule, and August is the principal month.

Q. Where are they caught?-We catch them right along, but the principal
months is June, July and August, in Black Bay.

Q. On what sort ofground do you catch then ?-A. On muddy bottom, in Black
Bay, Nepigon Bay, and all those places.

Q. When do they spawn ?-A. Well, they seem to go up in the spring and don't
come back till August.

Q. What size are the pickerel ?-A. Well, I should think about 1¾ pounds. They
are the yellow or doré ?

Q. Have you any blue pickerel here ?-A. No, sir, I have never heard of them.
Although what I catch resembles what Mr. Harris was telling me about yesterday.

Q. Is it when dressed ? They average 1¾ pounds ?-A. Well, the pickerel I get
don't average more than that not dressed. But there is different sizes. In Thunder
Bay they average 3 or 4 ponnds and in Nepigon Bay.

Q. Do you never get them weighing 10, 12 and 15 pounds ?-A. I have never
seen them.

Q. What is the value of pickerel ?-A. 2â to 2ï cents.
Q. Do you calculate j and î cents among your fishermen ?- A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Do you get any specked-trout at ail iii your nets ?-A. I think I got one this
year, but not worth mentioning.

Q. Now how long have you been fishing, how many years ?-A. Nineteen years.
Q. What is your impression as to the number of fish you get now and when

you commenced ?-A. I fish with more nets now than formerly.
Q. What is the position of them now to what they were years ago ? Have they

fallen of?-A. Yes, except the big trout. The medium trout and whitefish have
fallen off one-third. I have a mau getting the big trout, who has caught as many
as he did years ago.

Q. Well, now with what quantity of net doyou fish to catch. This refers to the
same kinids of fish that have fallen off so much ?-A. Well, between me and my
brother we have eleven pound-nets between two of us.

Q. WelI, these are the ones that you fish with now, what about ton or fourteen
years ago ?-A. Well, I had seven years ago, gill-nets particularly.

Q. What is the difference between the quantity of nets now and long ago ?-A.
There was no pound-nets used then. Only a few Americans used them.

Q. Suppose you used pound-nets ten years ago when you commenced fishing,
same as you do now, what would be the quantity of fish as compared with now ?-
A. Well, I don't believe there would be very much difference.

Q. How do you come to that conclusion ?-A. Well, I have my ideas.
Q. You say the fish are one-third scarcer now than thon; what is the reason?

You tish with pound-nets ?-A. We catch more fish with pound-nets.
Q. Now if you had eleven pound-nets thon the falling off would be groater now ?

-A. Yes. But I don't think pound-nets are good for fall fishing.
Q. What is the cause of the falling of ?-A. I suppose through fish caught out

of season a little, and a few years ago there was a lot of foreigners allowed here who
monopolized the county with gill-nets and left the fish offal on the ice and in summer
threw it off their boats. I don't think it has been done of late years though. The
nets were left in the water that were never lifted. They had more than they could
run. Theybought them and couldn't pay foir them. They bought them from Mr.
Marks here, and the fish offal was left in stacks.

Q. Thon you think it was a wanton destruction of fish at that time ?-A. Yes,
sir, and in late years there was a considerable lot of suckers. If we caught a lot
of suckers we pitched them overboard. Of course they were alive, but some may
have been dead too. I was no better than the rest of them.

Q. Who do you call the foreigners ?-A. Principally Finlanders.
0. Where do they come from, direc t here ?-A. Some had been around the

States for a number of years. When they got fished out there they came away here.
Q. I suppose ail the rest of you sat looking on and never said a word ?-A. Yes,

there was quite a bad set of them.
rItI Q. This improper fishing brought this about?-A. Yes, sir, and the quantities
caught in close season would decrease the fish; every thing helps.

By Mr. Marks:

Q. What year did they do that ?-A. Five years ago, I think.

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. This excessive fishing was when do you say ?-A. About six or seven years
ago.

Q. What is your idea with regard to the quality of fish. Are they in as good
condition in spawning season as at any other time ?-A. Well, just before they are
spawning they seem to be quite firm and hard. After spawning there is very little
difference that I can tell, unless fish getter lighter in weight.

Q. But the quality of the fish, is it in a good condition to eat when spawning ?
-A. I can't say.

Q. Generally speaking, do you think fish should be taken when spawning as at
any other time ?-A. I think they would be as good eating as at any other time.
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Q. When then are they not good ?-A. Well, of course when they are spawning.
Q. You said before spawning they were good. When are they not good ?-A.

I didn't say any time they were not good, Idon't know when they are better at one
time than other. They sell for the same price anyway.

Q. Now with regard to licenses, do you think the ground is sufficiently fished
here, or would it admit of more licenses ?-A. I don't think in my neighbourhood it
would allow of any more fishing being done.

Q. What do you call your section ?-A. Ten miles. Five miles each for myself
and my brother. Twenty-five miles square.

Q. Do you think it best to fix each licensed ground on limits for fishing ?-A.
I think for gill-nets let them go freely wherever they choose. Pound-nets is a little
different.

Q. Pound-nets should be limited as to their station you think ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Which description of net do you think is most destructive in catching fish.

Which of the two nets does the greatest amount of injury to the fish ?-A. I think
gilt-nets do most harm : If the pound-net mesbes are not too small they are best.

Q. Why ?-A. Because there is many a gill-net left in the water and lost. The
fishermen can't find them, with the rotten fish in them.

Q. Do the fish die and becomes lost with the net ?-A. Yes, sir. I also think it
would scare other fish away.

Q. How long do you think fish remain sound in gill-nets ?-A. It depends on
the time of season, in the fail longer than in the summer.

Q. Do you think the water is colder now than a month ago ?-A. Not now, but
it is in December.

Q. Do you think it changes in December from now ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What difference in temperature in 50 or 60 fathoms than in summer ?-A.

We don't catch in 50 fathoms. We generally fish in 3 to 10 and 15 fathoms. We
can't go down here any distance. We get nothing but siskiwit and they are not
saleable.

Q. Pound-nets preserve the fish and keeps them alive ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, is there any difference in the value of fish caught in gill and pound-

nets ?-A. No, sir, there should be, for those in pound-nets are always fresher, always
.alive as a rule.

Q. Are gill-net fish invariably dead ?-A. Well, in the fall of the year after a
storm, if the nets is left too long there is some dead.

Q. Where are your gill-net fish usually caught ? By the gill or shoulder ? Which
principally ?-A. Well, trout get caught by the teeth.

- Q. What quantity of fish did you get last year ?-A. 60 tons, whieh includes
whitefish and salmon-trout, and it includes sturgeon and pickerel also.

Q. Can you give us an idea of the proportionate difference in the quantity of
whitefish and salmon-trout ?-A. Yes, sir, the whitefish are about one-third and the
balance will be of the other fish.

Q. Then your greatest catch is the whitefish ?-A. Yes, sir, of course we get
more trout, pickerel and sturgeon combined than whitefish, but we got more white-
fish than any of the others singly.

Q. What proportion of sturgeon do you get ?-A. I forget exactly, about 6 or 7
tons.

Q. Do you catch sturgeon in the pound-nets ?-A. We always get them in that
way.

Q. Now what is the usual size of sturgeon ?-A. From 20 to 40 pounds or 60,
the average about 40 pounds.

Q. Wel, do you take ail sturgeon, little and big ?-A. Well, the smallest ones
we get are about 15 pounds, the smaller sturgeon, we don't get thom. Only rock
sturgeon, there might be one or two of those we lift. The smallest run about 10
pounds.

Q. Do you make use of the eggs of the sturgeon ?-A. We did a few years ago.
Sturgeon we sell by the pound and get one and a half to two cents cleaned.

Q. What do you mean by cleaned, do you eut the heads and tails off ?-A. Yes,
sir, a 40 pound sturgeon when cleaned will go about 30 pounds. Sturgeons are not
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as plentiful as they used to be, I guess too many have been caught where I fish.
There is other places where they are more plentiful.

Q. Have you any idea whon the sturgeon spawn ?-A. I think they spawn in
the spring. I guess the latter part of April or May, I would not say they spawned
ail the year round, but there is spawn in them always.

Q. When have you found the eggs ripe in sturgeon ? You know what I mean by
ripe? That is separated free to run from the body ?-A. Well, where I have been
accustomed to fish, the fish are through spawning when they come there. They go
into these bays before I set my nets and have very little spawn in them. That is
the only chance I have of getting pickerel and sturgeon after they have spawned.

Q. When do you catch them ?-A. Principally in August. But we catch them
in June, July and August.

Q. Thon the sturgeon ail spawn before that time ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Is there no traffic in selling eggs for caviare here ?-A. No, sir, very little.

It has been done a few years ago. Wo never use the eggs for caviare, not in large
quantities. Probably a few hundred pounds of eggs manufactured. I don't think
they could get sturgeon enough here to make it pay.

Q. You say they left and went where ?-A. I think they went to the Lake of
the Woods. I heard Bo.

Q. Did I ask you vhether there should be close seasons for fish, what is your
idea ?-A. I think so. For the preservation of the fish, but not for my own inter-
est. That is if we have got to have it. It is hard when the Yankees fish alongside,
but my idea is that close season should be established.

Q. Do you think there should be a regulation as to the size of the mesh ?-A.
Yes, sir, in certain places, but not ail alike; because of the suckers, but [ am speak-
ing from my own standpoint as formerly.

Q. What about herrings, are they numerous here ?-A. Yes, sir, thousands,
millions and billions; their usual size, I should judge, is about j pound, or I don't
think they would average that, about three to the pound.

Q. Are they caught in quantities ?-A. No, sir, there are a few who fish for
them in the close season of November, because they cannot afford to be idle. But
there are very few people who fish for them any way.

Q. Do you know when they spawn ?-A. I think they spawn in the latter end
of November and in December.

Q. Don't you think they deserve attention as well as other fish to have them
preserved in the future ?-A. I think herring will become valuable, and I would not
like to sec the fish cleaned out. There is a decrease from year to year.

Q. As yourpound-netpot is 3j inch mesh, whatsize whitefish will pass through
that ?-A. 1 think a 2 pound whitefish can work through it. Of course they
work themselves through, but 1Î pound fish would get through without hurting
himself. A big whitefish will work through a pretty tight mesh sometimes; a 2j
pound trout wili run through a 3ý inch mesh; a trout will go through easier than
whitefish.

Q. As your gill-net mesh is 4¾ or 5 inch, now what size whitefish will get
through it?-A. Weil, I suppose a 1¾ or 2 pound whitefish will get through a 4ïgill mesh. But they never go through freely. A gill-net catches smaller fish than
pound-nets, because it catches a herring and a pound-net won't.

Q. What size fish will escape and pass through a gill-net of 5 inch ?-A. Well,
I should say 2 pounds, that is if they were not tangled up.

Q. With regard to salmon-trout will that apply in the same way ?-A. Well,
trout are often caught by the teeth.

Q. Your gill-net is set, and it is a 5 inch mesh and No. 50 twine, what size fish
would pass through as a rule ?-A. Well, I think about a 3 pound trout will pass
through a 5 inch net, yes or 2j anyway. Of course it depends if the net is newly
set and tanned it would keep smaller fish from going through.

Q. Weil, if you buy a 5 inch net, does it change when you set it ?-A. I
think so. .
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Q When you talk of setting a 3j pound net mesh what is its size when you
buy it?-A. It comes tarred.

Q. Is that the usual practice ?-A. I have done it for three years.
Q. When you buy a 3j inch mesh-pound-pot-and when it comes to you, you

say it is tarred, rcady for the water. Now will it measure 3j then ?-A. Yes.
Q. But if not tarred what will it measure?-A. If not tarred it will be stretched

a littie more, you can get it 4 inches, but when treated you can't stretch it. If green,
that is not tarred, the fish will stretch it.

Q. Yes, but there is a trade in selling nets, and the fishermen engage to buy,
and the Government establish a size. When the Government say you must use 3½
inch mesh for pound-nets what do you mean by that ?-A. That is not the way we
order it. If the net has been used for a year and thrown on land, it shrinks up.
There is no différence scarcely.

Q. But if the Government say 3j and yon buy a net would it mean 3½ tarred,
or green and untarred ?-A. I would expect it 3j tarred.

Q. One-eightb of an inch will make a good deal of difference, will it not ?-A.
Yes, sir.

Q. If you bought it 3½ green and tarred it yourself, what difference would there
be ?-A. Well, I don't think it would be very different. When green the fish would
get through it, it would shrink on land but not in the water. It shrinks a little in
the water by getting tarred up.

By Mr. Harris:

Q. Does cotton twine shrink more than linen ?-A. I have never known gill.
nets to shrink.

Q. Does your idea indicate that it shrinks the mesh when tarred ?-A. No, sir,
we have different ways of tarring nets.

Q. When do you give them the second tarring ?-A. We never tar but ouce.

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. We know in Georgian Bay and Lake Huron the fishermen say there
should be a difference in tarred and green. It should be of such a size as not to bc
less with the original intention. But if you buy a 3j inch net it won't stand 3j
when fishing ?-A. Weil, I get them tarred and overything.

Q. Well, if a regulation was passed that a net shall be 3j inch mesh it meant
3j inch mesh full in the water fishing. Now, we all know 3j pound-net will
decrease * of an inch when put in the water. Won't this make a wonderful differ-
ence in the catch and size of the fish ?-A. Well, I don't think the difference is very
much. It might be as yeu say k, but they are always big enough for me.

By Mr. Harris:

Q. You said you had some seines ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Where do you think the principal spawning grounds are in this district for

whitefish ?-A. I think it is al] along among these islands from Pigeon River down
to Jackfish Bay.

Q. Where for trout ?-A. On the outside of these islands; a different bottom.
Q. Then the two fish don't take the same localities ?-A. No, sir.
Q. What class of net do you think most destructive to the smaller fish?-A.

Well, I dare say the pound-net if the mesh were not big enough. At one time here
the mesh was not more than 2j inches. Some Americans used them, I think a good
many small fish were destroyed by them.

Q. How long ago ?-A. Up to six or seven years ago, and there might be some
since, but I am not sure it is, the pot does the damage, but if you have small tackle,
it will do damage as well as the pot.

Q. About six or seven years ago, do you think many small or immature fish
have been caught here ?-A. I guess there has been some but not in quantities.
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By Mr. Marks:
Q. Don't you ever get fish not marketable ?-A. Not many. I have often lifted

my net having small fish in it.

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. What effeet would it have on you, if the pot was established at 4 inch ?-A.
It would stop my fishing I think. I would not fish where 1 am, because I could not
catch enough fish.

By Mr. Harris:

Q. Are not licenses issued in this district from Pigeon River to Michipicoten,
to Georgian Bay fishermen ?-A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where is their home ?-A. Port Caldwell, Peninsula Harbour, Jackfish Bay.
Q. Do they reside on the Georgian Bay or Lake Huron ?-A. No, they reside

here, but have fished down there. Some from Goderich. They live on Lake Supe-
rior now.

Q. Did they tish out their own waters and then come up here ?-A. Yes, it
looks like it.

Q. You have eleven pound-uets, have you ?-A. Yes, between me and my
brother.

Q. Have you a tug?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What do you get for salmon-trout and whitefish ?-A. 2ï to 3 cents cleaned.
Q. Do you collect, clean, and deliver for this price ?-A. Yes, sir. That is the

price of ail fish here.
Q. Have you a pound-net scow for driving stakes ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. How many pound-nets have you got in the water now of these eleven ?-A.

There is now two and probably none at ail.
Q. When did you begin to take them out?-A. Eight days ago.
Q. Why do you do that ?-A. We want them out for the first of November.
Q. Why by the 1st November?-A. It is the close season, we are not allowed

to have them in the water.
Q. Is it necessary to begin to take tham out eight days ago ?-A. Woll, I have

only two men.
Q. Are you compelled to have your nets out by the lstNovember?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Would you like to fish up to the 1st November ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. But you cannot if you take the nets out ?-A. I can't take ail out in one day.
Q. You can lay down the tunnel, can't you ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Would that damage the pot ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Do you claim the order forces you to take up before lst November?-A.

Well, the order and the ice force me.
Q. Has the ice most to do with it ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are you frightened out by the weather ?-A. Yes, sir. Each of my pou nd-

nets is set out from a point, and inside this point there is a bay, and generally along
about the 1st November or the 25th October we get ice. This goes through my net
and cuts it.

Q. If there was no close season in 1November, would you begin to take nets out ?
-A. No, I would sink them.

Q. Would 4½-inch mesh answer in your pound-nets ?-A. No, I would catch
perhaps a few sturgeon, and j of the big trout.

Q. What size whitefish go through that 4+-inch mesh ?-A. About 4 pounds;
3j any way.

Q. Would they squeeze through ?-A. I think so; especially if green or
untarred.

Q. That is caused by the resistance of twine?-A. Yes, sir, they can work out.
Q. Are pound-nets fastened down by a pully, and set firm in the water, so the

fish can squeeze through better ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. And would they not with gill-nets of the same mesh ?-A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Then, you can work with a 4-inch mesh ?-A. I don't think I would try it.
I have seen it tried and they were glad to pull it out. It don't catch enough to pay
the license.

Q. Would you be content to fish 5-inch mesh in gill-nets?-A. I would not be
unless I had to. We might fish 5-inch, but 4½, 4ï are the best nets to fish with here.

Q. Have you ever seen any considerable take of small whitefish?-A. No, sir,
there might have been one or two mixed up.

Q. How many have you on your tug when in fishing trim ?-A. Generally four
or five, it depends on the fishing. Some time, if calm two, some times three if rough.

Q. Well, about as near as I can make out 2½ cents a pound is the average that
you get for ail your fish ?-A. We get more than that. We get 3 cents average ail
round, and 3¼ in the winter

Q. What is the value of your tug ?-A. $5,000.
Q. Does fishing just about pays you and no more ?-A. Well, it does not pay

much this year.
Q. How much do you get ?-A. I can't say. I got last year about 60 tons, this

year not as many, it has fallen off.
Q. Could you attend to more pound-nets with that tug ?-A. I have not had a

tug attending to them. I have had my tug freighting.
Q. Then you are not collecting your own fish for that price ?-A. Not myself.

But that is the price I get. I pay freight.
Q. So you get an average of 3 cents delivered at the Company's doek Delivered

here at the dock ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. I thought the Company's tug collects that?-A. We allow j cents. This

year I have had my fish freighted, but I got some other work for my tug.
Q. So the Fish Company have the tug boats in use you had formely ?-A. One

of them.

By Mr. Wilmot:

Q. Besides the pound-nets, are there any trap-nets here, or are there nets used
similar to pound-nets and anchored out without stakes?-A. No, sir.

Q. Then you are not aware of trap-nets being used ?-A. No, sir.
Q. You say you have eleven pound-nets between you and a tug and boats and

ail machinery adapted for catching fish ?-A. Yes.
Q. Are you the exclusive owner ?-A. No, sir, owned by my brother and myself.
Q. Is there no lien on the part of any company ?-A. No, sir, we are independent

of any company.
Q. And do you enter into a contract with the Port Arthur Fish Company that

you shall deliver to them ail fish caught during the season ?-A. Yes, sir, we must
sell to the Company.

Q. Is that the arrangement with the rest of the fishermen ?-A. Some of
then.

Q. You make a contract in the beginning of the season with the Port Arthur
Fish Company, that ail the fish caught shall be given to them, and you will get so
much ?-A. Yes, sir, and they must take them, they don't refuse at any time, we
don't sait any fish at ail, no more than for our own use.

Q. Are there any fish styled as No. 2 salted by the Company ?-A. No, sir. I
probably sait a couple of packages myself.

Q. Are you aware that the Company salt No. 2 fish at ail ?-A. No, sir. I an
aware they do sait fish to sell at a distance.

Q. What condition will they be in, to ship ?-A. They ought to make pretty
good fish out of some of them.

Q. Have you ever had any conversation with the Port Arthur Fish Company in
regard to reduction of duty ?-A. No, sir, Idid not know whether they paid duty or
not.

Q. Were you aware they had to pay duty ?-A. I always thought they had to
pay. But we are not supposed to know; if Booth buys from this Company and has
to pay duty, it is nothing out of our pocket.
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Q. Then there is nothing said about duty at ail to you ?-A. No, we have
nothing to do with duty.

Q. Have the Company told you they must give you less because of the fish
going to the States ?-A. Yes, sir. On account of duty we get less price for our fish.
Sometimes we strike for higher prices as at this time, and if the duty was paid by
us there was nothing made out of them.

Q. If you ship direct from here would you have to pay duty of î cents?-A. Yes.
But when we sell to this Company we don't pay duty, at least we don't know if
they take it from us or not, but when I shipped on my own hook I had to pay this
duty.

Q. Do you know whether directly or indirectly that the Company get their
fish in free of duty ?-A. I don't know how they do it, but our fishermen say hard
things. When they can't seli their fish without duty, and these men can do it, well
we think it unfair towards Canadians.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. You and your brother fish together ?-A. Yes, and I do the financial busi-

ness and pay $50 each for our pound-nets.
Q. Does nobody advance the money ?-A. Sometimes we borrow it just where

we can get it. It has been advanced by the Company sometimes. I would not be
sure there is no understanding now that they should avance money every year ? the
Company does not pay the licenses for us and never did.

E. J. NUTTALL called and sworn:-

By .Mr. Wilmot :
Q. Your residence?-A. Port Arthur.
Q. What is your calling ?-A. Fisherman.
Q. How long engaged in that work ?-A. Eleven years.
Q. What description of fishing are you engaged in ?-A. Whitefish and trout.
Q. Where have you principally fished ?-A. Mostly in Thunder Bay.
Q. Have you any par ticular section laid out ?-A. Yes, I have leases in the bay,

three in the bay, we get the boat leases from the Fishery Overseer, the section is
about five miles. I am one of a party of three or four. A whole section is not given
to each.

Q. What sort of nets do you use ?-A. Pound-nets and gill-nets. Pounds in
summer and gill in the fali and winterseason.

Q. What is the size of the mesh in the pound-nets ?-A. Mine is 3 and 3ï and I
have some that is 4 inches.

Q. That is a different size from your neighbours' pound-nets ?-A. Well, there
was a great talk of getting big mesh and I got it and tried it and never got enough
fish to make it pay. I have been using 3 and 3t and 4-inch, the 4-inch is proven to
be useless.

Q. Did you catch any fish with it ?-A. Well I caught big ones, big whitefish
and big salmon.

Q. And you think a 4-inch nesh too large for pound-nets ?-A. Yes, I don't
want any more, j of an inch makes a big difference in a pound-net mesh; 3 and 3î
mesh is too large.

Q. Why did you start 3¾ mesh ?-A. I was a new beginner of pound-nets and
the fishery overseer recommended that size, and I did not want to get a net I would
have to throw away.

Q. Do you catch very fair quantity in 3j mesh ?-A. Yes, sir, out where there
is no small fishing. Away out in the lake, not in the bay. Of course, outside, the nets
can stand being bigger.
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Q. Well, what about gill-nets?-A. I have used nothing under 4ï. I don't use
that in the same locality, I use that in the bay, that is Thunder Bay. I hardly ever
set gill-nets outside the bay.

Q. What time of the year do you use the 41-inch mesh ?-A. In December,
January and February, not in September and October. I catch whitefish, but no
trout caught then, perhaps a few. The whitefish are ail large; the usual size in
December and January we can count they will average about 2j clean, uncleaned they
will be 3 pounds I should say. There must be j pound wasted in cleaning.

Q. You say you also use 5-inch mesh in gill-nets in the same place and have
tried the two different nets ?-A. Yes, sir, used them in the same place and caught
the same fish.

Q. What is the effect of the use of the two nets?-A. Well, I don't know. Of
course we catch summer fish with the 4¾ mesh and these average about 3 pounds,
when dressed.

Q. With the 4¾ and 5-inch mesh, what description of salmon-trout do you get with
them ?-A. I never did nuch salmon-trout fishing.

Q. Would you call a 3-pound whitefish a fair average ?-A. Well, yes, I say
about that, but I have caught them weighing 12 pounds, but these are exceptions,
that is the winter run of fish. These big whitefish are different, they have a different
scale on.

Q. Are they different for eating purposes ?-A. I don't know as to that.
Q. Do you think the fish you get in December the same kind you get ail

summer?-A. Yes, sir, but one is a lean fish and the other is chunky. The summer
one is lean.

Q. But those caught in summer should be best, should they not ?-A. Thoy are
not ail the saine.

Q. Do you catch any other kind ?-A. Pickerel, sturgeon and any amount of
suckers.

Q. Do you catch these in the summer or fall ?-A. Summer-nets, pound-nets.
Q. What is the usual size of the pickerel ?-A. We get them large. The usual

size is 3 or 4 pounds.
Q. And your sturgeon, what is the usual size of them ?-A. Well, some are

pretty large, they are about 35 pounds average, all cleaned, we sell them at 3½ to 4
cents. We don't cut the heads off any but big ones.

Q. Do you make use of the caviare or eggs at ail ?-A. No, sir, the sturgeon
eggs are not used.

Q. Then you also catch salmon-trout, whitefish, pickerel and sturgeon ?-
A. Yes, Eir.

Q. When is it your impression salmon-trout spawn ?-A. Well, I think they are
pretty well through now.

Q. Do you think the fish are done spawning now ?-A. Yes, sir, and the fisher-
men are done fishing because the fish have left the grounds.

Q. If there was no close season in November would they keep on fishing for
trout ?-A. No, there is no more to be caught at this time.

Q. When do they come on shore ?-A. About the lst of this month, of October,
but I am not well posted, I never did much trout fishing.

Q. Then you think they come about the lst of October to spawn and remain on
shore till the end of the month, and leave about the lst of November ?-A. I
think so. Weil, you see now the fishermen are coming in, they are quitting the
shoals. There are no more fish on the shoals.

Q. Does this apply to whitefish also ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Do they leave off fishing for salmon-trout because the fish have left ?-A.

Yes, sir.
Q. What kind of ground do they come on to spawn ?-A. Shoaly ground, rocky

ground, near the shore or near the islands and reefs.
Q. What kind of bottom? Is it honeycomb? You know what I mean by

honeycomb? There are certain places in many other localities where the bottom of
the lake is apparently covered with rock full of littie holes like the comb in a bee-
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hive ?-A. No, sir, on rocky, gravelly bottoms that have a depth from 2 fathois to
15, where they spawn.

Q. Now, when do you think whitefish spawn ?-A. Well, they begin to come on
shore, I guess. about the 1st of November or the latter end of this month.

Q. When you talk of coming on shore, do you mean on their spawning grounds ?
-A. Yes, sir, about the 20th or 25th October, I think they stay quite a while.

Q. During the whole of the month of November ? What is the principal season
of the year for catching whitefish along the shore ?-A. We have to go to deep
water in summer and the fishermen fish right up to the close season for these white-
fish and they quit it then.

Q. Well, what condition are these whitefish in? Are they in as good condition
now as in the summer months ?-A. I think as good, because the whitefish aregood
at all times, but 1 don't catch them when they are spawning. only up to the latter
end of this month of October.

Q. Then do you think there is no difference in the quality of whitefish at
spawning than at any other time ?-A. Oh, I think they are better in the winter than
in the spawning time.

Q. Then what you mean to say is, they are better before and also after their
spawning time ?-A. Yes. Of course, but I can't say about whitefish in the spawn-
ing time, I don't know, as [ don't catch them then.

Q. When do you consider your pickerel are spawning ?-A. I can't tell that.
But they spawn before we catch them in the spring. We can't catch them before
they spawn. In April and March, we can't get the net set before they are all
spawned. I never caught pickerel spawning.

Q. What about your sturgeon, have you any idea when they spawn ?-A. I
have no idea much about it, but we catch a few every lift fron 2 to 15, but no
great amount of sturgeon during the whole year, or in pound-nets in the summer
nonths. I don't know when they spawn.

Q. Then what is your opinion with regard to all these fish coming on to the
shores at this times of the year? What do they come for, is it for spawning pur-
poses?-A. Certainly, I think so.

Q. In your fishing pursuits have you noticed any falling off of fish to any
extent ?-A. Well, I can't say as to that. Some years they are better than others,
and to take it right through during the nine year's time, I would say that they have
not decreased a great deal, they may have a little.

Q. Do you say they have fallen off somewhat during your tine of fishing ?-A.
Yes, they may have fallen off some.

Q. Now, can you assign any probable cause for the fish being less in quantity
now than in former years ?-A. No, I don't know that I can.

Q. Do you think the close seasons should be kept thoroughly?-A. Yes, if put
in the proper time. If they would have from the 15th of this month (October) to
the 15th of next month (November) they would cover the right close season here.

Q. Well, what is your idea for a close season for salmon-trout, when ?-A. Well,
I should say from the 15th of October would catch them all right till the 30th of
October.

Q. Well, now for whitefish ?-A. Well, it ought to be from the 20th of this
nonth of October, till the lth of next month, November.

Q. Have you anything to say with regard to herring?-A. I know they are a
curse to us in the gill-nets. We have an awful time with them. They bother us
very much.

Q. Do you consider them worthless here ?-A. I do, they are a nuisance, there
is no sale for them and the lake is full of them.

Q. Suppose they were altogether out of the lake, don't you think it would
affect your fisheries generally ?-A. Well, they feed the trout, but the trout don't
come here to catch them.

Q. What do you think trout live on principally ?-A. Weil, on the rest of the
fish I guess.
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Q. Do you say you can't sell herring at ail ?-A. Oh, we sell a few, perhaps a
dozen, but if we caught any quantity at a lift it would block the market.

By Mr. Marks:

Q. Don't the fish Company buy any ?-A. Oh, a few.

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. Do you think in the interest of the fisheries there are enough licenses issued
in the fishing grounds now, or could they be increased to any extent ?--A. I think
there is enough fishing here at present.

Q. Which is the most destructive netusedhere? Which will kill oi catch the most
fish ?-A. Well, the pound-net if set in a good place. The fish are better caught in
the pound-net. than in the gill-net, they rub no scales off, or otherwise injure
them.

Q. Are many fish lost in the gill-nets ?-A. Some times there is. But now and
then there are times a man can't lift his net there, there is too rough weather.
Sometimes it happensyou can't get out for three or four days and the fish, if not ail
dead, a good share of them will be.

Q. What quantity of fish have you caught, say in 1892?-A. Weil, fifty tons
including my sons with me, fishing five pound-nets, but not any gill-nets.

Q. Your five pound-nets caught about fifty tons-what were they composed
of?-A. Whitefish, salmon-trout, pickerel and sturgeon.

Q. Which were the greatest quantity ?-A. Well, most with us is the trout, as
we are in the trout region; the next would be whitefish, then sturgeon and then
pickerel.

Q. Then with these five pound-nets had you a tug to fish vith ?-A. Yes, a tug
and a pound boat and five men.

Q. What is the tug worth?-A. Well, I could hardly say, $700, or $800, I sup-
pose. The other boat is worth, about $30, to $35, and a pound-net is worth, the size
lise, about $140, to $160, they will average $150.

Q. How long does the pound-nets last ?-A. Not over three years with careful
usage.

Q. Are you in partnership with any one else in catching these 50 tons ?-A. Yes,
my two oldest sons, they share with me and we manage ail ourselves. There are
generally five on board the tug; we go out about thirty-five to forty miles west from
here.

Q. Your market is here, is it ? To whom do you sell ?-A. Yes, and we sell to the
Port Arthur Fish Company.

Q. Do you make a contract with them to sell ail ?-A. No, I make no contract.
We have got to do as they say, we have to take just what they have a mind to give us,
they never make any offers in regard to furnishing money for carrying on the work,
we do it on our own hook.

Q. Have they spoken about this American duty they have, or have not to pay ?
-A. Oh, yes, but it makes no difference in the value of our fish, they tell us they
can't give us more, and they can't pay more than they are paying because of the
duty.

Q. Do you know what the duty is ?-A. Well, it is supposed to be half a cent a
pound, but it is three-quarters. We have never tried to ship our own fish to the United
States before dealing with this company ; all business is done with this company,
there is no chance. A man has either got to do it or quit. Their fish go in free of
duty.

Q. Who told you this? How do you know they pay no duty ?-A. Well, I know
there was one time when to overcome this duty, the fishermen made an assignment.

Q. Some fishermen have been obliged to make an assignment have they to this
Company ?-A. Yes, an assignment to the American Company.

Q. Well, do you mean by the Port Arthur Company, the American Company ?-
A. Yes, the Booth Company.
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Q. Then some have been compelled to make an assignment to the Booth
Company ?-A. Yes, or take three-quarters of a cent less.

Q. When you say you made an assignment, do you mean of nets and boats to the
Company for that purpose ?-A. Yes, we got out a bill of sale, it was not to be
lasting, only temporary, and they took it at a nominal sum, not value. This was
merely done in order to avoid paying duty.

Q. Well, in getting your licenses, you fished with five pound-nets, was the
money furnished also for the licenses by the Company ?-A. No, we have to pay
that ourselves. The license money was paid by the fishermen.

Q. But the nets, boats and apparaLus were transferied by bill of sale?-A.
Well, I can't say about boats, perhaps they were not put in the assignment.

Q. Then you did not transfer nets and things to this Booth Company when
they paid ¾cents less per pound ?-A. I don't think so. I think there is many in this
region that do not assign their nets over and get the same as those that do.

Q. I can't see what the object was unless that the Americans say the fish caught
with American nets will go through without duty. Canadian fish caught with
Canadian nets have to pay ï cent. Otherwise speaking, they say you have made a
transferto us noninally of your nets and gear. This is done only that we may take
them to the American market and call them American fish ?-A. Yes, sir, that is
the case.

By 31r. Harris:

Q. Is there any particular cause of complaint that you can tell me, no distress of
any kind? Nothing you would like rectified ? No suggestion you can give me?-
A. Well there is one thing I would like, to change the close season a little. Start
with the 15th of this month, October, and end with the 15th of November.

Q. Well, now I will tell you something that may be of use. I ship from my
fishery about 70 to 80 perhaps 100 tons of fish. Now, I don't think there is any
buyer shipping fish from this country to the States that pays one dollar of duty. I
don't pay any duty, and the men that buy my fish don't pay any duty. So
if a buyer tells you there is a duty, I can't say positively, but am pretty certain
there is not a dollar paid on any fish going to the United States from Port Arthur.
So ifthey tell you that, they should give you that much more. They would have to
show me receipts for the money ?-A. Another thing, I think they should reduce
the sizo of meshes of these pound-nets.

Q. Would 4j mesh answer ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Would 4?-A. No, sir, I am done with fishing then, I would'nt take out a

license.
Q. Are there good spawning grounds near you? Where is the nearest ?-A. I

think this bay is. I think where we are is, this side of Flatten Island is where
whitefish spawn, but not for the trout, it is too deep water for the trout.Q. Are pound-nets as a rule located along these spawning r-uns ?-A. No, not as
far as I know, the nearest pound-net is one I have got within 1½ miles, but we get
nothing but trout except at a time in June, we also get a few of these big whitefish.Q. How many pound-nets have you ?-A. Two at present. I have no interest
in an more.

Q How do you collect the fish ?-A. With a tug of my own, its value is from
$700 to $800, it has a 30-foot keel, about 35 to 40 over all.

Q. When do you begin to take the nets in ?-A. We had one up, and the other
out the first of the week. We have a scow and pull them out. We take them out
on account of the close season. They are no use there for the ice would shove around
and cut them up.

Q. When fishing do you get suckers in the pound-net ?-A. Yes, and a few pike
and some pickerel, the other coarse fish are not of any amount; we get a good many
ling; and some get ling pretty numerously.

Q. These Jing what do you suppose they live on ?-A. I couldn't say, I suppose
the spawn of some kind.
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Q. Do the pound-nets catch these coarse fish ? Don't you think they would be
less destructive than if they just took out fine fish, as trout and whitefish ?-A. I do.
You may once in a while get a fish stuck by the gills and they die in the pound, but
in the gill-nets lots are dead.

Q. These ling, suckers, pike and pickerel as a rule hug the shore, don't they ?-
A. I think lings takes deep water. We catch them in 20 fathoms of water, the most
I catch is in that water. I never fish in Black Bay.

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. If you were to propose yourself, what would you suggest as the proper way
to keep up and maintain the fisheries for the benefit of the fishermen ?-A. I should
say fix the close season to the proper time, and put in hatcheries, and that would
keep things in good shape.

Q. Then your recommendation so far as the preservation of the fisheries for the
interest of the fishermen is concerned is a proper close season, with properly regu-
lated meshes in nets not to catch too small fish, and the putting up of hatcheries ?-
A. Yes, that is what I say.

Q. Don't you think it is just as injurious to kill immature and young fish before
they are capable of breeding as to kill the parent fish ?-A. Oh, yes. Not until they
are fit for use an<t able to breed.

Q. They may all be fit for use, but the question is to maintain the source of
wealth of the fisheries. If you kill the snall ones you are doing more harm than if
you kill the big ones, because the small can produce their kind and you are exter-
minating them prematurely ?-A. Yes, that is right.

J. R. WALKER called and sworn

By Mr. Wilmot :

Q. You reside here ?-A. I reside here. I am a native Canadian.
Q. What is your occupation, sir ?-A. At the present time I am a prospector,

before that I was following the fishing business since 1848, more or less all the time
and left off two seasons ago.

Q. When fishing where did you fish ?-A. I commenced in Lake Ontario, also
fished in Georgian Bay and Lake Huron, finally finished in Lake Superior.

Q. What description of nets were used in those days ?-A. The gill-net.
Nothing outside the gill-nets and the seine. The seines wero used in Lake Ontario.
Somewhere about 1852.

Q. What did you catch with seines then ?-A. Whitefish and herring, no other
kinds of fish. Very seldom, nothing else unless perch.

Q. Have you any recollection of the quantityof whitefish caught with seinesin
Ontario at that time ?-A. They were very plentiful.

Q. Can you give me an approximate number of what you calt a good catch ?
-A. Well, I have known as high as 50 or 60 packages. That would be 5,000 or
6.000 pounds at a haul; the time of the year would be in November, the latter part.

Q. Would you call that time the spawning season ?-A. December is the proper
spawning season there. But the fish were preparing for spawning in November.

Q. Can you recollect the localities ?-A. Grimsby Bay, off Wellington.
Q. Was this catch pretty general among the fishermen ?-A. Yes. At that

season of the year and that wou ld be the usual catch there.
Q. Have you any idea what sort of fish are there now ?-A. I have not.
Q. Are the Lake Ontario whitefish the same as those here ?-A. Well, some are

the same, but we have three different kinds of whitefish here, some are similar to
those in Ontario.
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Q. The package of 100 pounds, you spoke of, what was the package worth ?-
A. Well, I couldn't tell. In those days you couldn't get cash for fish. It was all
trade that you could get.

Q. Were herring of any value then ? Were they plentiful ?-A. Very little
value, they were very numerous; a great many were got, most in June and July,
more so than later in the season.

Q. You say they were very cheap, can you say what price ?-A. In Weddling
we got for a wagon load $8, or $9. There was no counting.

Q. What did you catch in gill-nets in Lake Ontario ?-A. It was whitefish, we
did not catch salmon-trout with gill-nets, we were fishing too near the shore for
trout. The trout was taken with night lines.

Q. Were the salmon-trout a good size ?-A. A nice size, about twelve pounds,
we called them salt water salmon, they were naturalized.

Q. Well, you*have given your experience in Lake Ontario, next you came to
Georgian Bay did you ?--A. Yes, sir, in order to take up land. I did not louve
Ontario on account of the fishing. I went west and then came back to Georgian
Bay.

Q. What did you fish with in Georgian Bay, gill-nets ?-A. Yes, I used gill-nets,
and caught whitefish, trout and pickerel, but not many.

Q. Were they caught numerously ?-A. Yes, quite numerously at certain seasons
of the year.

Q. What would you call numerously with gill-net fishing for whitefish ?-A.
An average of about 1,200 to 1,400 pounds with 4 or 6 boxes of nets in summerfish-
ing. The four boxes are equal to 28 pounds of net or fifteen hundred yards in ail.

Q. Then you fish with gill-nets which consist of 1,500 yards and catch an
average of 1,200 to 1,400 pounds?-A. Yes, they average about that in summer
tishing.

Q. Now, then you say you tished also in Lake Superior ?-A. Yes, for nineteen
years.

Q. Why did you leave the Georgian Bay ?-A. I was wandering around, the
mines brought me here, direct to Port Arthur, and fished in the bay here and up to
Nepigon straits and fished with gill-nets and caught whitetish, trout and pickerel
with 4¾ and 5-inch mesh nets.

Q. What would be the extent ? IIow many boxes of nets ?-A. Twelve boxes.
Q. If 4 boxes contained 28 pounds net, then 12 boxes would be three times as

large as what you fished in Georgian Bay ?-A. Yes. We used finer thread, the same
quantity would make more net, in all about 5,000 yards.

Q. What was the usual catch with these nets?-A. A very heavy catch when
1 first commenced in the fall. I used to land 4 boxes, and bring in one ton to one
and a half and two tons in one night's fishing, seldom less than one and a half tons.
That was when I first came hore. I have fished for seventeen years here.

Q. When you gave up at the end of the seventeen years, what was vour catch ?
-A. It was very light to what it was when i commenced.

Q. Well, was fishing carried on pretty largely by all the others as well as your-
self ?-A. Yes, they used about the same amount of net, but bad not as heavy catches
as I had as a general rule.

Q. When you stopped fishing you say it was very small, can you approximate
it ? When you quit what was the number as compared with the former years?-A.
With the same nets, and the same mode of tishing, the returns would not be more
than one quarter of when I commenced.

Q. Why is this falling off, do you know ?-A. In the first place at that time
there was very little summer fishing done. Since thon the pound-net has been
established. This has helped the falling off; and the throwing of« offal in the bay
has done harm, using pound-nets in the bay and catching during the spawning
season. I bolieve that is about all.

Q. The meshes of the nets used in the pound-nets, how large were they ?-A. I
did take the-Inspector to measure a net in Black Bay. I think it was î of an inch
on the square on the pot of the net. That would be 1¾ inch extension measure.
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This mesh was ruinous in catching too small fish. They were no use. Even it th rown
away they would die anyway and they were too small for sale or use.

Q. Then these are the most rational grounds for the falling off of the fish so far
as your knowledge is concerned, and from the experience you have had in these
lakes i ou consider the falling off has been every great, and that it has been brought
about by using pound-nets in the bay, catching fish during spawning season; nets
of 1¾ extension mesh, taking fish too small for use or sale and if thrown in the water
again would not live. This is the cause of the falling off you say ?-A. I think so,
and I think they will have no fish here in a short while if they continue as they
have been doing these last years back.

Q. If this system is permitted the fish will be caught or driven away ?-A. Yes,
sir. It will reduce their catch here. If they throw the offal in it will drive them
away from their breeding and feeding grounds, as fish will not spawn on dirty
ground.

Q. From your experience do you think it correct to have a proper close season ?
-A. I do if our American cousins do the same.

Q. What do you think of the condition of fish in spawning time ? Are they as
good ?-A. I think up to within ten or twelve days; they are better before
spawning, than just shortly after spawning. There should be about ten days allowed
for fish to feed up.

Q. In your experience, as you have fished with both seines, and gill-nets, and
from your knowledge of pound-nets, which do you consider the most destructive
net in the fisheries?-A. The seines. The pound-nets will take most fish, but the
seines are the most destructive to the young and immature fish.

By Mr. Harris:
Q. Mr. Walker, you say you commenced here about seventeen years ago?-A.

About nirieteen years ago.
Q. Well, were there many people fishing at that time ?-A. Quite a few, but as

compared to now, nothing like the present day. Not one-fifth of the number. I
suppose only twelve to thirteen or fourteen boats were fishing them.

Q. Had they as large nets then as now?-A. No, they didn't use as large as at
present. That was with gill-nets.

Q. Where did pound-nets first begin to fish and when ?-A. In Black Bay,
about twelve years ago. The next year in the Nepigon Bay they were used.
There were four, and I helped set them, and they increased rapidly. There was a
few years after no increase in them, but they have increased of late years.

Q. There are now I believe about 50 or 90 pound-nets in 150 miles or so ?-A.
Yes, you will find 60 pound-nets within 75 miles if they were looked up.

Q, From the coast extending from Pigeon River to Michipicoten, there would
be 160 miles. Now, how many pound-nets are there from Pigeon River to Michi-
picoten ?-A. I don't know anything about from below Nepigon Bay. I can't say
exactly, but I should judge about 70.

Q. Now in what year did the very considerable increase in pound-nets begin ?
-A. Was it after the opening of the Canadian Pacific Railroad ?-A. Oh, yes, about
five seasons ago, I think.

Q. Did the decrease in the amount of fish become apparent before that time?
-A. Well, yes, it did.

Q. Now, the fish were pretty plentiful nineteen years ago. What did you do
with them ?-We salted them and sold them for about $2.50 a hundred pounds, about
the same Drice they get now. That included the package.

Q. They were all salted ?-A. Yes. when I first commenced fishing.

SAMUEL WILMOT, Esq., PORT ARTHUR, 28th October, 1893.

Chairman of the Fishery Commission,
Port Arthur. Ont.

The fishermen of the Port Arthur Division have been much pleased by the
impartial way, you have conducted the investigation just closed, and trust it will
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be highly beneficial to the best interests of the fishermen and the industry in general.
Our most urgent needs can be summed up in the following items, viz.:-

1st. We require a fish hatchery, to assist nature in the production of young fish
to replenish our waters in this vicinity.

2nd. That our close season shall be changed to read from the 15th October to
the 10th of November, and that it be strictly enforced by the overseer in charge.

3rd. That the mesh for pound-nets shall be 3j inch mesh in the pots and no
more, or no less when tarred, the other portion of the net shall be not less than
6-inch mesh.

4th. That the mesh for gill-nets shall not be less than 4¾ inches extension
measure.

5th. That the fee for pound-net leases be reduced to $25.00 each net, thepresent
amount (viz., $50.00) is too high for the amount of fish caught. In many cases the
catch will not pay for the lease, and wear of the nets; and that gill-net leases be
reduced to $10.00 in all cases.

6th. That we be permitted to fish for herring during the close season for other
fish, as we have a very abundant supply, and by being allowed to catch them during
prohibited seasons for other fish, in many cases poor fishermen are able to find
employment and make a livelihood, whereas if not allowed to fish for herring would
of necessity be idle.

Signed on behalf of the fishermen of the Port Arthur District.

ROBERT SMITH,
Jos. SERVAIS,
J. G. AsHFORTH,
HARRY SERVAIS,
JOHN MALONEY,
J. BINN & SON.

The Commission was adjourned at five o'clock till ten the next morning, when
no one appeared to give evidence, and proceedings were closed at Port Arthur, in
order to hold meetings at Sault Ste. Marie, Thessalon and elsewhere on the North
Channel of which previous notice had been given.
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THESSALON.

Evidence taken by the Fishery Commissioners at Thessalon, District of Algoma,
Ontario, on the 3rd of November, 1893.

Present: Mr. Commissioner WILMOT, chairman, and Mr. Commissioner HARRIS.

Mr. THOMAS STRAIN was duly sworn and examined.

By Mr. Wilmot:

Am a Canadian, live at Thessalon, have fished for the past three years, fish
with Pound-nets at Grand Batture and gill-nets in the North Channel. Pots of

poun d-nets, four inches, hearts and leaders seven inches. Gill-nets formerly 4¾
inches, latterly 4½ inch mesh.

I catch whitefish, trout, pickerel, sturgeon and some coarse fish. I sell to S.
T. Reeves and Noble Brothers, deliver the fish to Noble and Reeves, some miles be-
low. They take them away in tugs and steamers.

Size of whitefish usually for No. 1, four pounds, No. 2 would run about two
pounds.

Salmon-trout usually run from five to fifteen pounds, dressed.
Pickerel, from two to three pounds whole.
Sturgeon run from thirty to sixty pounds whole.
Whitefish sell for 3½ cents per pound, dressed.
Salmon-trout sell for 3j cents, dressed.
Pickerel soli at 3j cents per pound, undressed.
Sturgeon sell at 3 cents per pound, dressed.
Caviare is not obtained as the sturgeon are not numerous enough to gather eggs

from.
Whitefish are best from early spring till the end of August.
Salmon-trout are good ail through the summer months.
Pickerel. I don't know anything about.
Sturgeon are in the same condition ail the time.
Whitefish spawn most freely in the middle of November, some corne on earlier,

and some continue into December.
Salmon-tront come on the shoals in October. About the 7th of October and get

through about the middle of October, sometimes near the end of October.
Pickerel spawn in the spring.
Sturgeon, I do not know when.
All the above fish come in these bays and shoals to spawn, when caught they

are full of ripe eggs. That is the eggs run out of the body. They leave after this
for deep water.

Whitefish are less in number now than they used to be.
Salmon-trout, I cannot say.
There are enough licenses issued now in the interest of the fishermen and

fisheries.
In regard to the difference between pound-nets and gill-nets, the pound-nets are

best for the fishermen, and save most fish, and put them into the market in better
condition. If a four-inch mesh is used in the pot the small fish would escape, both
whitefish and salmon-tiout.

My gross catch in 1892 was ton or eleven tons. Whitefish were in the greatest
numbers. Whitefish are the most valuable fish here, salmon-trout next, then stur-
geon and pickerel.

The Government should make proper regulations, but they should not make
them in favour of too small a mesh.
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The close season for whitefish should be forom the 15th of November to the 15th
of December.

The close season for salmon-trout should be in October.
I have seen quite a lot of small whitefish and trout that were caught in the

pound nets, fished by Mr. Gauthier at Grant Island, these were thrown away in the
gut tubs. This is most injurious to the iaw-abiding fishermen and to the fisheries
generally. These were taken in pound-nets with 2j and 2¾ inch mesh, ex-
tension.

By Mr. Harris:

I fish two pound-nets. I buy my twine from Noble Brothers, I have no tug,
only a fishing boat. Enploy two men besides myself.

I have my headquarters at Grant Island, live in a shanty there. I lift my nets
and deliver my fish to Noble, and Reeves. I keep no ice nor ice, house or fish boxes,
carrying my fish in a fishing skiff. I lift nets every other day, weather permitting;
Messrs. Reeves & Co., send the fish to Detroit. Nobles send their fish to Colling-
wood. All fish got here go to the American market. No local demand.

Pickerel not at all numerous. Suckors plentiful. The coarse fish are taken in
hoop-nets here, not seines.

LAURIE KING was duly sworn and examined.

By Mr. Wilmot:

I am a Canadian, have fished for 17 years in the North Channel and at Duck
Island.

I think the pound-net mesh of 4 inches is large enough if it is properly enforced,
but it has not been kept in force. Some fishermen have fished with less sized mesh,
I have myself in former years. A larger sized mesh would be injurious to the fisher-
men, because it is too large to take ail of the marketable fish, too many fish would
pass through. A 4½ inch mesh, in gill-nets is large enough. 1 could not make it
pay if I fished with a 5 inch gill-net mesh. I fished here twelve years ago (before
the fishing was ruined) with a 4î and 5 inch mesh, and the 4î inch mesh would catch
double the number of fish that the 5 inch mesh would. At that time the fish were
very plentiful to what they are now. This reduction has been caused by the use of
pound-nets with small meshes in the pots. These pots will take all kinds of fish
both large and small. Some of the pots used would not be more than 1½ inches
extension. These nets were principally used by the Glauthier Company, and they
slaughtered the fish in vast numbers. This fishing was carried on by Gauthier fron
Grand Batture down to Massissauga on the North Shore. These nets took fish as
small as 8 and 10 inches, and smaller than herring, principally young whitefish.
These small fish were thrown away as offal, and cast on the shore being unfit for
market. This system has brought about the present great injury to our fisheries,
and from allowing fish to be taken at their spawning times. In those days there
were only 10 days close season. Some ten years ago when Gauthier set his nets at
the places described, he loaded a large tug full of fish with 3 pound-nets at one lift,
and with 100 pound-nets he would not do the same thing now. The small mesh
has been the great ruination of our fisheries, I sold my fish to Gauthier & Company
about 5 years ago. I think some of the close season should be taken off in Novem-
ber, and give us a hatchery instead, as lots of eggs can be gathered here. This
refers to whitefish. No close season is required for salmon-trout as the winds will
protect them.
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By .1r. -Harris:

I fish two pound-nets, bought from Simms at Detroit, I generally set them in
May. My nets are ail out now this 3rd of November. I took the pots off on the
2nd instant, the tunnels are yet out. Stakes are not pulled out yet. My stakes are
pulled out with a tug. 1 would not take ont a license if the pot mesh was 4½ inches.
I catch some pike, suckers, &c. No bass, no hoop-nets fished here.

Mr. JAMES B. DOBIE, was duly sworn, and examined.

By Mr. Wilhot :

Am a Canadian. Reside at Thessalon. Am a merchant. Have been in the
fishery business for many years. I am a fish trader and dealer, and formerly leased
a fishery.

I fished in the fishery opposite this place called Grand Sauble Station. I fished
with pound-nets mostly 4 inch pot, 5 inch tunnel, 5 inch leader. I fished for white-
fish and trout, I caught some sturgeon and a few pickerel. The price for whitefi8h
and salmon-trout is 3 and 3j cents per pound. Pickerel and Sturgeon from 2 Io 3
cents per pound. Eggs of sturgeon are not used for caviare.

All fish were sold toAmerican buyers. These buyers came here for our fish and
took them from our sheds. The fish were taken away with sail boats to Detour,
United States. No entries were made upon arrival or departure of these boats. No
duties on fish when I fished. The same practice is carried on now by the fishermen.

Whitefish and salmon trout are best in early summer months. They are not so
good in the fall, especially at spawning months.

Whitefish spawn-about the middle of November, some earlier, some later.
The old close season of ten days was pretty nearly right, salmon-trout are earlier,

they spawn about the middle of October, both these fish come to the shores very
numerously about these times for spawning purposes. A great many fish are caught
in the early summer months, they are then better for food, and more marketable.
I do not know when pickerel or sturgeon spawn.

Whitefish are not as plentiful now as they were, they have fallen off one-third or
one-fourth at least. There is not much variation in the take of salmon-trout.

The number of the fishermen now is about the same as it was. But it was ait
gill-nets which were fornerly used and now a large proportion are pound-nets. The
gill-nets are hardest upon the fisheries. The pound-net is the best net for the fisher-
men and the fisheries, besides the fish are taken alive and in better condition. The
pound-nets do not destroy or bruise the fish as the gill-nets do, that is if the pound-
net pot is not less than 4 inches. A great many fish are lost in the gill-nets by
storms, in which case the fish swell up and die, and become unfit for food and .are
not marketable. Yet numbers of these bad fishget into the markets, fish have fallen
off here on account of illegal fishing, and the use of too small meshes in the pots.
In the pound-nets they were used as small as 2 and 2j inches meshes extension
measure ; also by many fish being killed and rotting in the water in the gill-nets.
This drives the fish away and spoils the fishery.

There should be proper close seasons for protecting fish at their spawning time,
especially where there are no hatcheries. If the fisheries were stocked with young
fry from hatcheries, and the fishermen were cdmpelled to put back all smail fish
from their nets, it might do away with the necessity of having a close season. If
these methods are not adopted to keep up the supply, then there is a decided
necessity for protecting the fish, at their spawning times. Fish are not in good condi-
tion at spawning time, they are flabby and inferior and should not be caught then.
The whole of the north shore is a spawning ground for whitefish and trout and
they come here to spawn in the fall months.

There is room for more fishing bere in certain localities, but it would require
more protection and better guardianship to sustain the laws if the fishing was in-
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creased. The limit of five-pound nets to any one fisherman or any one company, is
sufficient. There is a great monopoly of nets held here by an American company
who fish at the Ducks and at Cape Roberts, that sBhould not be allowed. This mon-
opoly is most objectionable, and all fishormen complain of it and find fault with the
department for making this discriminaLion in favour of this American company.

There is also a serious obstacle to the flisheries here from the rafting of saw-logs
across the bay. Another injury to the fisheries is the loading of vessels along the
shore with pulp wood for the United States; they dump the refuse stuff in the
water, which pollutes the bottom and drives away the flsh and destroys the fishing
nets. This pulp business is done by American vessels coming here for cargoes of
pull) wood. This is extensively done all along the shore at the mouths of the rivers
and streams. This is a general complaint made by the fishermen as seriously
affecting their fishing.

From a commercial standpoint whitefish are the most important fish, then
salmon-trout next. The falling off of those fish here would be a most serious calam-
ity for the country, and consequently should be looked after by the department
with great care for their preservation.

Another great grievance is felt here by the fishermen who, from the great
monopoly of the fishing grounds by this American company, which is managed by a
Mr. Reeves, of Detroit, who obtains large numbers of pound-net and gill-net licenses
from the department, while the resident Canadian fishermen cannot get but a few
licenses. This company employs some of the men here who cannot get licenses,
and by a system of shuffling and promises do not pay their fishermen their wages.
The company should not be placed in this more favourable position by the depart-
ment to the detriment of our loyal resident fishermen. If these extra number of
licenses which are given to this American Company and to Mr. Reeves, were fairly
distributed amongst our own Canadian fishermen, this great complaint here would
be overcome.

In my reference to illegal fishing it referred to former years, but now the fish-
ery is carried on here to comply with the law as nearly as can be.

By Mr. Harris:

The pulp wood is mostly spruce in the rough state. It is shipped to Detroit on
vessels. It is also rafted in some cases. Fishermen are fairly prosperous. Com-
plaints exist only when not paid for their work.

Coarse fish are not numerous; no effort is made to catch them except with gill-
nets.

The only fishing is for trout and whitefish. Herring are not fished for here.
They may be plentiful but fishermen do not care to fish for them.

Mr. JOHN SULLIVAN was duly sworn and examined.

By Mr. Wilmot :
Am a Canadian ; I reside at Thessalon; have been a fisherinan for eleven years;

I fish opposite this place; I fish with two pound-nets; the pots are 4 inches; hearts, 5
inches; leaders, 6 and 7 inches mesh; and No. 15 twine.

I also fish with gill-nets with one boat, with only 600 yards of net; it is a small
rig. 1 got the net from Mr. Simms in Detour, Michigan; he is an American. I can
do better with him than here. We agree to give him all the fish caught with these
nets. Mr. Simms comes here for the fish in a sail boat. I deliver the fish on his
boat, and he goes right off to Detour with thom, which is about twenty-4hree miles
from here. He does not go to any Customs officer in Canada, but he goes direct to
Detour. The size of Simms' boat is 30 feet keel. I pay no duty on my fish given to
Simms. Simms fixes matters at Detour to blindfold the United States authorities,
and they don't trouble us at ail about duty. There are three gangs here that carry
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on their trade with Simms of Detour. If I took my fish to Detour, I would have to
pay duty. Simms pays no duty.

Mr. Simms brings our twine or nets here, and enters them at Bruce Mines in
bis own name, and hands the nets over to me, and I fish them, and he gets the fish,
we pay himi from 40 to 41 cents per pound for the nets, and he gives us time, and
we puy him in fish. There is no one here to supply us with nets. The fishermen
have dealt with Mr. Simms in this way for some years past.

The size of mesh in gill-nets is 4½ inches. A 2 pound fish is about the smallest
we get in our gill-nets. We get some smaller fish from the pound-nets if we get a
large lift.

The price of salmon-trout, whitefish and pickerel is 3î cents per pound. Stur-
geon are 3 cents per pound, dressed. The usual size of No. 1 whitefish is 4 pounds.
No. 2, few are caught. No. 1 are principally taken in October. The fish from this
place are larger than those taken at Detour in the United States. This is caused by
the Americans having fished out their waters. Before the fry from the hatcheries
were put into the lake at Detour, their whitefish had given out, they did not then
take enough to eat, but they have become more plentiful at Detour since the planting.

Salmon-trout run from 2 up to 5 pounds.
Whitefish come in to spawn about the 15th of November, some spawn before,

some after that date ; they take f rom seven to ten days to spawn.
Salmon-trout spawn most freely in October, and also early in November.
I have fished at the Duck Islands on the grounds which Mr. Gauthier said he

leased from the department. Salmon-trout spawn there in November. I bought
my rig from Mr. Gauthier and sold him my fish. I used 4t and 5-inch mesh in my
nets.

Mi. Gauthier used pound-nets and caught 13 tons of whitefish from one net, all
No. 1 fish. The 4-inch pot mesh was used then. I also fished for Gauthier at Grant
Island, inside Manitoulin Island, and caught whitefish and trout. My nets were 4¾
and 5-inch mesh. Have seen great numbers of whitefish taken by authier in his
pound-nets. The No. 2 fish from 8 to 10 inches long would be frozen, and the
smaller ones than these would be thrown into the gut tub or oil factory. The men
would stand up to their ankles or knees picking out these small fish and throw them
away. No. 1 were sold fresh. No. 2 were frozen. All under that were thrown
away. I have seen a great many thrown away in that way.

The tishing was very good at that time, but it is very poor now, because every-
thing was taken at that time, large and small.

Nine years ago I have seen at the docks there a boat with a capacity of twenty
tons and a fish car of 2,000 pounds loaded with fish inside of one week. This season
they did not catch there hardly any. With three fishermen theydid notgetenough
to pay expenses there this season.

The fishing carried on by Gauthier was most ruinous to the fishery. Whitefish
were caught by Gauthier principally off Grant Island in the latter part of October.
Small fish were caught most in July. Fish taken during the past five seasons at
this place (Thessalon) are about the same; previous to that they were very much
more numerous. The cause for such a difference is from the use of small mesh nets
and too much fishing done.

I do not think fish are as good at spawning time as before; they are softer.
They won't stand the same handling. In June, July and August they are the best
and firmest. There are many good spawning grounds for whitefish from Bruce
Mines to Massissauga River.

I took between 35 and 40 tons of fish, in 1892. Whitefish formed the greatest
part of the catch, fully three-quarters; salmon-trout made up the rest.

Whitefish are the best and should be protected most. -Whitefish are caught
nearer shore than salmon-trout.

By Mr. Harris :

There is no occasion to change size of mesh in pound or gill-nets; that is, 4
inches for pound-nets and 4j for gill-nets.
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Mr. DAVID BELLEROSE was duly sworn and examined.

By Mr. Wilmot:
I am a Canadian; have fished for the past 28 years; I reside at Thessalon; I

have fished in the waters opposite this place for the past eight years with pound-
nets; I use a 4-inch mesh in the pot, 5 inches in the hearts and 7-inch
mesh in the leaders. I catch whitefish mostly, also some trout, pickerel and stur-
geon. I seil the fish to Thomas Simms, of Detour, in Michigan, United States. He
comes for them here at my shed with a sail-boat and takes them direct to Detour.
I buy my nets from him, and he delivers them to me here in the twine state, and I
put them together to fish. I am allowed to sell my fish to whom I choose, but I
find it to my interest to sell to him. I pay no duty; Mr. Simms attends to the duty
that bas to be paid. I get 3¾ cents per pound for all fish, except sturgeon, in the
dressed state.

Pickerel are not dressed; if anybody here in town wants fish he can get them
by paying 5 cents a pound. The reason why I charge our own people 5 cents and
sel them to Mr. Simmrs for 3ï is that our own people do not buy a sufficient quan-
tity to make it worth while to sell under 5 cents.

Fish are in best condition when not spawning; they are softer then and do not
keep as well for shipping.

Whitefish come on the shore about the 15th of November; they were taken
most numerously at that time in former years, as we were then allowed to fish.
Some whitefish will spawn before, some after the 15th November.

Salmon-trout will spawn in the latter part of October and also in November.
Whitefish will leave the shore about the end of November, and salmon-trout

will leave the shore earlier.
Whitefish have fallen off most. They are not as numerous as they were ten or

fifteen years ago, they have fallen off fully one-third if not more.
Salmon-trout have fallen off in the sane proportion. They were so thick at

one time they were killed with our paddles, but that cannot be done now.
I have heard of whitefish being caught up the Massissauga River in former times,

but there are none taken there now.
Fish should be preserved and not killed at their spawning time, it is ruinous to

do so. The present limit of five pound-nets is not enough for any one fisherman.
I took upwards of 30 tons of fish with my partners with four pound-nets. These
were sold to Mr. Simms, at Detour.

When I fished gill-nets three years ago, I lost out of seventy-five nets, thirty-
nine from bark and fibre, which clung to them in such a manner that I had to
throw them away. This bark and fibre comes from the pine logs which are towed
across the bay. They are towed in large rafts or booms, and when rolling about in
these booms the bark and fibre are rubbed off, and settles upon the nets and ruins
them. This stuff also spoils the feeding and breeding grounds of the tish, and it
ought to be stopped in the interest of the fishermen. This great loss bas only been
felt by the fishermen since the logs and pulp wood have been taken across the bay
to the United States. If it is continued our fishermen will be ruined.

By Mr. Harris:
Whitefish and trout are dressed by taking out the entrails, only leaving heads

and tails on. I fish four nets with my partners. We fish two nets each with four
men. We have some extra help in the spring in setting the nets. 1 have no tug,
i have a pile driver. We set our nets with a pound boat, and we work them with
it also.

Five pound-nets are enough for any one fisherrman. The Detour contractor
comes here and takes our fish from our sheds in the river. Mr. Simms would not
come bore for my fish and take them to Detour unless lie made inoney out of them.
Mr. Simms buys fish from two fishermen that I know of, besides myself.

If a number of fishermen would join and take their fish in a lot to Detour, they
might make as much as Mr. Simms does out of them, if they had not to pay the
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<uty. I do not know whether Mr. Simms pays duty or not. If I could get more
by taking my fish to Detour than Mr. Simms gives me, I would certainly take them
there.

Mr. STEPHEN FOURCHETTE was duly sworn and examined.

By Jr. Wilmot:

I an a Canadian; live at Thessalon; have been a fisherman for 30 years; I
fish pound-nets and gill-nets; 1 use gill-nets in Lake Huron, and pound-nets in the
north channel.

I fished four nets about five years ago, and also used about twenty-five setts of
gill-nets of 150 yards each, or in all 4,000 yards, catching principally whitefish,
with some trout and a few pickerel.

The size of mesh of gill-nets was 4j, 4¾, and 4¾ inches. The usual size of white-
fish taken in the 4i-inch mesh is about 2* pounds, and the whitefish and trout in the
4Ï-inch mesh is about 3* all dressed. General average will be 3 pounds for white-
fish and 5 pounds and upwards for salmon-trout.

I sel my whitefish and salmon-trout for 3f cents a pound dressed. I sell to
McLean and Belliere and Sullivan, here in town.

Whitefish are as good at the spawning time as before for domestie or market-
able purposes.

Whitefish spawn in two runs. One comes in in the beginning of November.
'The other or larger fish corne in about the 15th of November, they all corne in to
spawn.

Salmon-trout corne in the bay in the beginning of October and spawn in about a
'week or ten days, and sometimes sooner. The other, or outside trout, spawn from
the 15th to the 30th of October. These 'are the larger trout called rock trout.
They are much larger fish. Same price is given for both kinds by dealers.

Herring are very plentiful inside the bay, and outside in the lake, and spawn in
November, the same time as the whitefish. They are not fished for market here.

Whitefish are not nearly so plentiful as they were some years back, nor are
the trout. This reduction has been caused by the small mesh in the pound-nets,
and taking them, formerly, during close season or spawning time. There should
be proper close times to protect the fish when spawning.

There is room for more licenses to fish in the bay and in the lake. If more
licenses were given, more guardianship would be required.

Pound-nets are the best for catching fish with, and for the fishery industry, as
the fish are taken out alive and in a healthy condition, but in the gill-nets many
die, and become useless, more particularly in the summer time, when many spoil in
the nets and are thrown away.

I was late in starting with my gill-nets, and have taken only about three tons
this season. In 1892 I fished by the month for C. Gauthier & Co., or Reeves; I was
sent to Winnipeg, and I fished for them there. I went there to make experiments
with pound-nets, for the Manitoba Fish Company, or Gauthier & Co. The pot used
,was 5-inch, and we caught a very great many whitefish. The net would get quite
full, but three quarters of them got out through the 5-inch mesh. A 4ý or 4î-inch
mesh in the pot there, would be equal to 4-inch mesh here; a great mary fish were
gilled and were spoiled and were thrown away. They fish with 5-inch mesh in gill-nets
there, and the fish are all gilled. If whitefish are gilled in a pound-net they spoil
sooner than in a gill-net.

A 4i-inch mesh in a pound-net, in Lake Winnipeg, would be all right. The
pound-net would be the best, and should be used in Lake Winnipeg. There were
thrown away from the gill-nets at one time 15,000 whitefish, ail large fish, many
frorm 4 to 6 pounds, this was at the Manitoba Company's nets. Losses of this kind
occur very often. The Fishery Inspector carne out and saw the fish gilled in
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the pound-nets. He said the 5-inch mesh in the pot was too big. (Laurie King,
previously sworn, said that he saw four boat loads of whitefish thrown away; he
was in one of the boats himself. These fish were all taken in the gill-nets by the
Manitoba Company. They were all large fish which were taken in the gill-nets,
and so spoiled were they, that some were dumped in the lake, and some cast away
on the shore.) Many of the whitefish taken in the gill-nets in Lake Winnipeg are
nearly rotten when taken out, but are nevertheless put in the freezers and frozen
and put on the market.

The saw-log towing is most injurious bere. There was a fishing ground in
Massissauga Straits that -was actually ruined, it was at one time a first class ground.
I went to fish there this year but could get no fish. The fishing ground was covered
with bark which drove the fish away. These logs come from the North Shore
Rivers, and are towed to Bay City, in the United States. I have seen rafts half a
mile long by a quarter of a mile wide, about eighty acres, principally pine logs.
The bark and the tibre is rubbed off by their rolling together while being towed,
and gets upon the nets and ruins them, so that they cannot be fished again. These
rafts are sometimes anchored on the fishing grounds for three or four days, all this
time they are constantly rolling and rubbing the bark and fibre wood off which
sinks to the bottom, fouling the fishing ground and making the nets useless for
fishing purposes.

Fishermen here are not served alike. Some get two licenses, some three, and
Reeve's Company (American) gets twelve or sixteen or more, and some of the men
raised and bred here, can't get a license at all.

If the limit is two or four nets to one native fisherman here, this American
Company should not get twelve and sixteen. Sometimes storekeepers and others
get licenses when the actual fishermen cannot. This is wrong. The Reeve's Com-
p any are allowed too much ground-they fish at the Ducks Island, Green Island,
Barrie Island, Spanish River, Cape Roberts, Grant Island, Massissauga Straits, Thebo
Island and Washburn Point. This company fishes 60 or 70 miles of ground. They
buy no fish from us. They take all their fish to the Detroit market, paying no duty.
It is understood that Charles E. Gauthier is the principal man in this company, and
the company is composed of American citizens of Detroit. This company, under
Mr. Gauthier, were the persons that used the small mesh pound-nets so extensively
in our waters, and they were in the habit of throwing away great lots of young
whitefish, the size of herrings and smaller.

One, Ray Hill, an Américan, now holds pound-nets license, using four here in
our waters. This is unfair to Canadian resident fishermen.

When a limit of nets is fixed, we should all be used alike. Some new licenses
were issued in 1893, when old fishermen were refused thei.

By Mr. Harris :
Timber Bay runs from the east end of St. Joseph's Island, my nets were in

Timber Bay. There are about seven nets in Timber Bay. On the American side
there are thirty nets. The best catch of whitefish is about the beginning of May.
A mesh of 4 inches is best for the pot in a pound-net, a few will always gill. A larger
mesh than 4 inches would not do for pots in pound-nets. The Winnipeg fish were
gilled around the gill, very few were caught by the body.
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Mr. ABRAHAM KING was duly sworn and examined.

By Mr. Wilmot:

I am a native Canadian; I live at Thessalon. I have fished for thirty years. I
have fished at Ducks Island and in the north channel of Lake Huron.

I have only fished gill-nets of late years. I fish by the month for other parties,
for Mr. Gauthier and Mr. Reeve at Grant's Island with two boats. I was running a
boat for Mr. Reeves, at Grant's Island in 1893. Reeves fishes fifteen boats and four
tugs, with a great number of pound-nets and gill-nets. More licenses were given to
Reeves than to any other fisherman. Whilst our fishermen can only get three or
four nets, Reeves can always get four times as many more pound and gill-nets than
we can. Reeves should not be allowed to take out these licenses for his American
Company in Detroit, wheni he will not pay those Canadian fishermen who work for
him their wages.

There should be no close seasons. It would be better for the Government to
build hatcheries and not have cruisers on the lake, as it would be better for the
fishermen. We are near the limits of the Americans, and they fish right along and
we can't. I have seen the Gauthier Company catching small whitefish in the pound-
nets in large quantities, 500 and 600 at a time. These are thrown away along with
the offal of the other fish. These fish would be about 8 or 10 inches long, even
smaller than herring. They used nets with 1, li and 2-inch meshes extension, in
the pots. I fished with them in 1893, and the quantityof fish taken was very much
less than in fo-mer years. Not one-half as many as when I was there before. This
is caused by killing so many small fish before they could get to maturity.

American fishermen used to come on our waters and set 60 and 70 gill-nets, and
I have known them catch 6,000 and 7,000 pounds of whitefish in our close season
ut a haul, when we were not permitted to tish. This was 3 or 4 years ago. These
American fishermen were from Detour. They came with tugs, and sail boats, and
went directly back with their fish to Detour. I have given this information to the
Governmerit before, but never got any consideration from them.

By Mr. Harris:

I do not know whether returns of fish are made by officer Elliott. I fish by
the month sometimes.

Whitefish whole are worth about 4 or 5 cents. This is after the close season.
In the summer when dressed, they are worth 3 to 3½ cents per pound.

A great injury is felt by fishermen, and damage done to the fisheries, by the
rafting and floating of saw-logs across the bays and lake. I have seen twelve gill-nets
destroyed by the bark and other stuff which came off the great tows of logs going
to Bay City from Massissauga, Spanish and other rivers in the North Channel. The
logs are got out on the North Shore and floated down the rivers, and then boomed
together and towed by steam tugs over to Bay City and other American ports.
These tows or booms in some cases will cover a space of from five to ten acres and
more. These large bodies of logs keep lolling together by the motion of the water,
which rubs off the bark and the stringy part of the wood fibre next to it and floats
about for a while and sinks to the bottom, and also collects on the net, tangling it
and ruining it. so that they have to be thrown away, as they cannot be fished or
ecleaned again, from this woody matter which clings to the meshes. It should be
the duty of the department to use its influence to have this export of logs in rafts
across our fishing grounds stopped. If the Americans want the logs they should
take them across our fishing grounds in tugs and steamboats and not by rafts.

If this is not done another serious injury will fall upon our fishermen and add
still further towards the destruction of our fisheries.

The commissioners then adjourned to meet at Gore Bay, previous notice of
which had been given.
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5.-GORE BAY.

Evidence taken by the Fishery Commissioners at Gore Bay, District of Algoma,
Ontario, on the 6th of November, 1893. Mr. Elliott, Fishery Officer, in attendance.

Present.-Mr. Commissioner WILîoT, Chairman, and Mr. Commissioner
HARRIS.

Mr. WILLIAM W. HOLDEN was duly sworn and examined.

By Mr. Wilmot :
I am a Canadian and live at Gore Bay. Have fished for ten years. I fish in

the North Channel and use pound-nets. Pots, 4 inch mesh. Hearts, 5 inch, and
leaders, 6-inch mesh, all extension measure (green), that is when purchased new.
The nets will shrink about a quarter of an inch the first year, if tarred again will
shrink a little more.

No. 15 cotton is my twine. It cornes from Boston. I got it through the
Buffalo Fish Company. They delivered it here, and we made it up ourselves. It is-
worth about 40 cents a pound; there is no duty on it.

I catch whitefish, trout, sturgeon, and a few pickerel. Very few coarse fish, I
may say none.

I sell my fish on the docks here to the Buffalo Company, who come here for
them in their tugs. They take them to Wiarton, packed in ice in fish cars. These
cars hold about half a ton each. The Buffalo Company have freezers, &c., at Wiarton
to carry on their business, which is very large. Mr. James Clarke is manager
there. The company makes no deduction on account of the duty, they arrange the
duty. I sell direct to then here on the dock.

The price of whiteflsh, trout, sturgeon, bass, and pickerel is 4 cents a pound,
all dressed (except pickerel and bass). There is nothing donc with sturgeon eggs
or caviare here. I do not know of any trolling for bass here.

Fish, such as whitefish and salmon-trout are best in the early months of spring
and summer. Fish cannot be as good when ready to spawn, or at the time of*
spawning, as they were before. They generally bring the same price all through
the season.

Whitefish come on the shores after the lst of November; they come to spawn.
Their principal spawning time is in November, and after spawning they leave for
deep water.

Salmon-trout commence coming on the shores from the 5th to the 10th of'
November. They come on then for spawning, and leave about the 25th of Novem-
ber for deeper water. They sometimes come in in the end of October. Pickerel
spawn before May. They mostly go up the river to spawn-Spanish River and
other rivers.

Herring are plentiful here, but are not fished for commercial purposes. Herring
are smaller here than in Lake Erie.

I cannot tell when sturgeon spawn.
Whitefish and salmon-trout are getting scarcer than formerly, fully one-quarter

less, caused by over-fishing and the effect of towing logs. This is feit by gill-net
fishermen more than by pound-net fishermen. The small meshed nets that were
used formerly were very destructive; they are not used now.

I could not use less than a 4-inch mesh in pots with any profit. A trout ot 3
and 3½ pounds and under will get through a 4-inch mesh. A 2 pound whitefish and
under will get through a 4-inch nesh, but many will be taken. The usual size of
whitefish will average about 2± pounds whole. Many are taken larger. Salmon-
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trout average about 4 pounds, undressed. Pickerel will run about 3 pounds-
Sturgeon will run about 30 pounds.

Pound-nets always give the best fish for market, as they are taken out alive.
With gill-nets many die, and are unfit for market.

The export and towing of saw-logs is becoming injurious to the fisheries. The
gill-net fishermen complain most as their nets are injured by the bark and fibre
wood. These logs are towed across the bay in booms by tugs. They travel at
from 1 to 2 miles an hour. These rafts are very large, some 3 or 4 millions of feet.

My catch of fish this year is very small, not more than 15 tons. The weather
has caused this, and heavy winds. The whitefish would be over ten tons. The
balance would be salmon-trout and sturgeon.

I have heard by report of Americans fishing in Canadian waters, but do not
know it myself.

By Mr. Barris:

A net of 4-inch mesh when green will shrink 1 of an inch when tanned and
used. I have fished nets about ten years. A 4-inch gill-net mesh will catch smaller
fish than a 4-inch mesh in a pound-net. Fish are not gilled to any great extent in
the pote. If gilled it is in lifting the net, the fish being frightened they try to es-
cape. A great majority of the gilled fish are alive. I -would not fish if a 44-inch
mesh was established.

I have not heard of any increased catch of salmon-trout or whitefish in the
Georgian Bay this year. In this section of the North Channel the gill-net fishermen
can fish anywhere within this division under his license. He naturally fishes in the
best places he can get.

Black bass are very scarce here. Neveu saw many in former years.
I have never used 2-inch mess in my pots, have heard of them being used by

others. Have heard of small whitefish and trout being caught. The small fish run
about the 1st July, 1 quit fishing pound-nets in August and September, no fish to be
taken then. This is not general, other fishermen do not take up their nets then. My
nets are all taken up on the lst of November. I fish four nets, two were set after
August, and these were taken up in one day on the 1st of November. The nets
are about six miles apart. The four nets, run about three miles apart. The next
pound-nets to mine are about seven miles. I never saw trap-net fishing.

Five years ago I fished with C. W. Gauthier & Co., at Duck Island with gill
and pound-nets. I worked as book-keeper, I saw quite a few small whitefish
caught, they were packed and shipped, the size of this fish was about 1i pounds
and under. I have seen young whitefish taken there the size of herring, all shipped
in ice, I never saw any thrown away. But I have seen some put in the gut-tubs,
when unsound.

ANGUS MATTHEWMAN was duly sworn and examined:

By Mr. Wilmot:

I am a Canadian and reside at Gore Bay; am a fisherman and a sailor. I have
been fishing about twenty-five years. I have fished in Lakes Erie, Huron,
Michigan and North Channel of Lake Huron. I fished at Duck Island in 1893. In
1892 I fished here in the channel. I fished Duck Island with gill-nets. I used about
100 nets of 40 fathoms each. I used from 4j to 6-inch each. No. 60 and 41 twine.

I catch whitefish and trout. More trout than whitefish. The usual size of
whitefish is three and four pounds.

The salmon-trout run in size from 4 to 15 pounds. The rock trout, or black trout
are largest and most numerous on the shoals when spawning. Al trout are the
same, only one is larger than the other. AL sell alike. I am furnished with nets
by Mr. Reeves, of the American Company. I was employed by Mr. Holden to go
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and fish for Reeves this fall, to be paid by the month as a fisherman. Whitefish and
trout are taken by the Reeves Company. Their catch this fait was not very bad.
They fish with pound-nets largely. I do not know the size of mesh. I have seen
the fish caught in their nets. The fish this fait was very good fish. They fish with
gill-nets largely for whitefish and trout. Quite a few fish are lost in these nets.
Several gangs of nets here were lost, fish and ail. A small boat gang is from 1 to
2 miles long, using 4 gangs. A tug fishes from 5 to 8 miles length of net, and will
use 4 of these gangs. I fished for the Gauthier Company in the years 1886 and 1889.
Whitefish were then taken largely. The meshes then ran from 2j to 5 inches in
extension measure, but most of the nets used were of 3-inch mesh. There was a
man came up from the departnent to see the nets, he was only shown the 5-inch
mesh. Other nets were not shown to him. I took him out with Mr. Gauthier, this
officer told Mr. Gauthier to put in a new back in the 5-inch mesh and make it 3
inches. I thon went on fishing with the 3-inch mesh. In 1886 and 1887 they fished
ail November. After this a close season of ton days was made. We kept no close
season before that. The 2j and 3-inch mesh caught herring. They were herring
nets formerly used in Lake St. Clair. When the herring were around we caught as
many herring as whitefish, both large and small. I have seen whitefish caught
there and at Cape Roberts that would weigh about 4 pound. I have seen quantities
taken at several times at Cape Roberts, and thrown away by the barrel full, they
were too small to freeze. Great numbers of them were so taken and thrown away
at different times. This killing of young fish is most injurious to the fisheries. I
have helped to scoop out of the nets small fish by the hour and throw them back
into the lake, but none of them would live. They were lifted out of the pots in the
nets and thrown into the boats, the big ones picked out and ail small ones thrown
away. This was done also at the dock sometimes. One year at the Duck Islands
the fish were thrown on the shore and rotted. They were takon in big boats to the
beach and thrown on the shore to rot. These were all first-class markotable white-
fish and salmon-trout, they were too numerous and Gauthier's men did not take
proper care of thom, and tbey spoilod.

Those whitefish are caught principally in the fail of the year, in October and
November. Whitefish come there from the 1Oth to the 15th of November, and they
come later to spawn. I have seen the spawn running from the fish when taken out
of the nets.

Salmon-trout corne in to the Duck Islands from the 15th of October to the lst
of November, they also corne there to spawn. The Duck Islands are great spawn-
ing grounds for whitefish and salmon-trout, and also all along the south side of
Manitoulin and Cockburn Island. Fish are not as good or firm at the spawning
time as in the earlier months. The fish are soft and not good to eat at this time.
In handliiig they are quite soft. Lots of herring were caught with other fish in the
24 and 3-inch mesh nets. All these nets were brought up from St. Clair by Mr.
Gauthier, and were called herring-pounds, and caught ail fish large and small, but
the small whitefish and the herring were always thrown away.

The quantity of whitefiah and salmon-trout are now nothing like what they
wore at that time.

I have seen six and seven nets catch more fish in 1886, than are caught with
thirty-five nets in 1893. The falling off is very great. This is caused by over-fish-
ing, taking the young fish, and taking them when spawning.

Fishing with a tug gang means fishing with from five to six miles of nets. The
same tug will use four of these gangs. In ail, this tug will fish from twenty to
thirty-two miles of nets. A sait boat gang is from one and a half to two miles, and
it fishes four of these gangs, which amounts to six or twelve miles to the boat. I
do not think there is any need of a close season, if a hatchery was put up here.

The American Commissioner from the State of New York came to Cookburn
Island to gather trout eggs for their hatcheries. They came about the latter part
of October. The eggs are taken from the fish as they are brought in from the gill-
nets-about half a barrel of eggs would be taken.
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There is great injury done to the fisbery and fishermen from the bark and wood
from the saw-logs which are towed acrose the bays. These logs come from White-
fish, Spanish and Serpent Rivers, and are taken to the American side at Bay City,
Saginaw and other places. They are towed during the whole season, and they are
made in rafts from ten to fifteen acres each, principally pine logs. While towing,
these logs roll about and rub off their bark and soft wood, this settles to the bottom,
and gets on the nets and destroys them. It hurts the gill-nets most. Whitefish
will not stay on the bottom, where this bark and dirty stuff is. It is, therefore,
destructive to the fisheries in every way. These rafts are towed at a slow rate, from
one and a half to two miles an hour. Some days, with head winds, these rafts will
be obliged to go back and take shelter, and there, they keep grinding off their bark
all the while. I have felt this injury when fishing at Saginaw Bay, in the United
States, and it is the general opinion of fishermen at Saginaw as well as here that
this log business will ruin the fisheries completely if it is allowed by the authorities
to continue.

Mr. JOHN LAPOINTE was duly sworn and examined.

By Mr. Wilmot :

I am a Canadian and live at Spanish River. I have fished for twenty-five years.
I have fished in Lake Huron, North Channel, and at Saginaw Bay, United States.

I have been fishing for other parties by the month. I fished nets for myself, but
do not own the license. I have fished pound-nets for the past twenty years, catch-

ing whitefish, trout, pickerel, sturgeon, and a few coarse fish, such as suckers, perch,
etc. I fished a 4.inch mesh in the pots, in the tunnels 4 inches, and leaders, 7 inches.
This mesh has been used for the past four years. I also fished a 2-inch mesh in
the pots. These nets, with the small mesh, were brought up from Saginaw Bay. I
fished these small meshed nets for C. W. Gauthier. I acted as his foreman, and
looked after from four to six of these pound-nets. I caught whitefish, trout and
pickerel in these nets. I had no share; I worked as foreman. The fish were sent
to Detroit by his steamers. It was said that he was connected with a Detroit Fish-
ing Company.

The whitefish would average about 2 pounds for the 2½.inch mesh nets.
These fish would run larger since a 4-inch mesh was used, say about 3 pounds.

All fish, large and small. The usual price was about 3j cents. Salmon-
trout and pickerel were the same price. Since I fished for myself during
the past three years, I have used a 4-inch mesh, and sold the fish to Mr. Noble. I

got 3j cents, and delivered them to the Nobles at Newport. White-
fish are always in the best condition when they are not spawning. This applies to
salmon-trout and all kinds of fish. They sell, however, at the same price.

Whitefish come on to the shores to spawn always in November; salmon-trout
come in somewhat earlier towards the middle and last of October and in November.
Pickerel spawn in the spring, in April and May, it depends upon the breaking up of
the ice.

Whitefish and salmon-trout are much searcer than they were ten years ago.
In August, 1882, I caught a great many fish. I had six nets and took about 100
tons of fish for Mr. Gauthier. I could not get half that many now with the same
number of nets, forty tons would be a large catch now with five or six nets. This
applies to all kinds of fish. There are not nearly as many caught anywhere, now,
as at the time I speak of about ten years ago. This falling off has been caused in part by
too much fishing. The fish also may have been frightened away with the running of
boats, and general traffic on the water. Small meshed nets may have helped also.
Catching the fish at the spawning time has done great harm. The bark from saw-logs,
and fouling the water with many things. The more you catch fish the less there will
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be in the end. There should be a close season for protecting fish at their spawning
time.

More fish are lost with gill-nets, than with pound-nets; pound-nets do not des-
troy any, or, at least, very few, but gill-nets, with all the fish in them, are sometimes
lost. There must have been a couple of hundred gill-nets lost this fall, and all fish
in them were wholly lost. This was caused by stormy weather. A great many
fish are lost in gill-nets in the way above described.

I caught about fifty tons of fish last year with four pound-nets, using one tug,
and employed on an average, about six hands.

I think the size of mesh in pots of pound-nets should not be more than the
present size of 4 inches extension.

Mr. JA.MES PURVIS was duly sworn:

By Mr. Wilnot
I am a Canadian. I am one of the firm of Purvis Brothers. I live at Gore Bay.

Have tished all my life-about twenty-four years. I fish in the North Channel,
Lake Huron, at Duck Islands and south side of Manitoulin. I use gill and pound-
nets. The size of mesh in gill-nets is 4j and 5 inches, and in pound-nets the mesh
is 4 inches in pots, and 5 and 6 in hearts and leaders. I use pound-nets and gill-
nets outside the bay, and gill-nets inside. I catch whitefish and trout outside and
the same inside. In fact, I take whitefish and troutaltogether, but now and then a.
sturgeon. I sell our fish to the Buffalo Company, delivering them at the Burnt
Island Station. We pack our own fish there in the usual fish cars in ice all season
through. We keep no freezers there, only an ice-house. We fish with tug and
sait boats using two pound-nets, and 150 gill-nets of 6 pounds each, of 100 yards, in all
about 15,000 yards of gill-net. We sell the Buffalo Company all the fish we catch
delivered at Burnt Island for 3½ to 4 cents, dressed. The company take these fish
to Wiarton, and ship on to Butiffalo. We have nothing to do with the duty, or any-
thing else after we deliver to the company at Burnt Island. They attend to every-
thing after that. Some fishermen ship their fish by steamer themselves, we do not.
The Buffalo Company do al the fishing trade on the north shore. We do not seli
any fish at home, or for Canadian markets.

The value of our tug is $3,000 and our sait boats are valued at $150 each. Our
gill-nets are worth $4,000, pound-nets $350 each or $700 for both. Employ, all told,
about ten men.

Fish are about equal in quality all season through. Whitefish come on to spawn
about the 10th of November, ending about the 28th. They spawn during the month
of November,

Salmon-trout come in earlier and spawn in October and November.
Herring are plentiful here but are not caught by us. They are not marketable

here. Or at least no market is yet opened to them.
Whitefish and salmon-trout come near the shores for spawning purposes, and

soon leave after spawning for deep water again. Our nets are first set about the
lst of May, and we keep fishing until the close season sets in.

Whitefish are not as plentiful as in former years, caused by being too largely
caught, and by this bark and wood from saw-logs which drives them away or kills
them. Dead fish will seriously damage a fishery. The use of small meshes in the
pound-nets which were used some years ago bas helped to ruin our whitefish fish-
eries. If the mesh had been 4 inches as at present, the fishery would have been
better sustained at the presont time. I did not fish pound-nets until the last four years.
I have known of great numbers of small whitetish and trout caught in these small
meshed nets, they were taken at Duck Islands, and Cape Roberts. These were
caught by the C. W. Gauthier Company in their small mesh nets. Lots of these
young fish were caught that were not sent to market, they were thrown away as

90



Ontario Fishery Commission.

offal. I have seen baskets and baskets, which hold 100 pounds each taken out of
these nets and cast on shore, these were nearly all young whitefish. This would be
in July and August.

This company would use about 30 pound-nets as well as their gill-nets. C. W.
Gauthier was at the head of this company. He has carried on illegal fishing in agreat
degree, ever since I have known the fishery. He fished with more nets than he had
licenses foi', and used small meshos and killed vast numbers of young whitefish.
This company bas done much harm to the fisheries here. At present, the saine
company with .9r. Reeves as manager, gets 16 licenses for pound-nets when native
Canadians like ourselves eau only get one. This is a great grievance to the Can-
adian fishermen, and the licenses should be more fairly distributed and the system
changed.

I think there should be proper close seasons for protecting fish while spawning.
A limit of five pound-net licenses is about right for one actual fisherman. The gil-net
licenses might be unlimited. The present limit of 4-inch mesh for pound-nets and
4½ for gill-nets is also right.

I cannot say which kind of net is least injurious to the fishery. We caught in 1892
about 50 tons of fish. Salmon-trout were the greatest in number. Whitefish next,
about one-third were whitefish. Our catch this year is about the same as last year.

We find the saw-logs business very injurions to the fisheries from the bark and
soft wood which is rubbed off in towing them to the American ports. These rafts
are very large, covering sometimes 10 acres or more. The constant rolling caused
by the action of the water works these logs together and grinds off the bark, and soft
wood which falls upon the bottom, and the current and wind carries this stuff into
the nets and makes the nets useless. This is a great evil to the fishery. I would
recommend that fish hatcheries be built to help to keep up the standard of fish which
is now being much reduced.

By Mr. Harris :

Our two nets are five miles apart. The next nearest nets are about five miles.
I think the pound-nets the most profitable and less expensive to run, when once got
up. If we could get enough pound-nets would prefer them to gill-nets. We would
want some fifteen or twenty pound-nets to give up our gill-nets of 15,000 yards. We
could fish five or six pound-nets in our waters, which extend about 12 to 15 miles, it
would depend on the nature of the shore as to how far pound-nets could be set apart.
By the Beach lne, the present twelve miles would make twenty miles. The exponse
of lifting ten pound-nets would not be any more than lifting two. The Reeves Coin.
pany lift their pound-nets with sail boats. Their gill-nets with tugs. Their terri-
tory is so large that they keep men at different points to work their pound-nets.
They do not buy from other fishermen. Reeves fishes eighteen boats and four tugs,
one of these was fished under Mr. Holden's license. The bark from the logs does
not work up on the shore. The salmon-trout that come in to spawn in the bay are
the smallest. These trout are called red fins or rock trout in Lake Huron.

A 4-inch mesh in green nets will contract or shrink when tanned, and become
less when dry, but it will become its full 4 inches again when wet and fishing.
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Mîr. JAMES NOBLE was duly sworn and examined.

Bq Mr. Wilmot:
I am a Canadian and reside at Cook's Mills. I am a fisherman and fish dealer

for twelve years. 1 fish in the North Channel. I deal in fish at Newport. I have
stores, ice-houses, freezers and other appliances for carrying on the fishing business.
I catch fish with my own gear, and also buy generally from the fishermen. I take
in a circuit of about forty or fifty miles of the North Channel. I reach from
Thessalon down to Spanish River. I used to fish pound-nets but now only use gill-
nets. The mesh of the gill-nets is it inches. I catch whitefish and trout. White-
fish run about 2½ pounds, cleaned. Salmon-trout run about 4 pounds, cleaned.
A whitefish of 2 pounds and under will pass through a 4j-inch mesh. A salmon-
trout of 3 pounds will readily get through a 4þinch mesh. I buy fish from
the fishermen and pay 3¾ cents per pound for whitefish, salmon-trout, pickerel
and sturgeon. The proportion will be greatest of pickerel, next sturgeon, then trout.
This year whitefish are scarcer by reason of the bark and stuff from the saw-logs,
which seems to drive thom away. This stuff also effects the nets, and prevents their
catching fish as well, the meshes get clogged up with this matter and the fish won't
enter them as freely as they otherwise would. It is next to impossible to get this
stuff off the meshes, it is actual ruination to the gill-nets. Pound-nets are not so
much affected by this bark stuff.

This refuse cornes from saw-logs when being towed across the bay, the constant
rolling together rubs off the bark and wood fibre and causes the damage mentioned.
These rafts are very numerous and corne from the different rivers on the North
Shore, and are put together in large booms and are towed by tugs. They go very
slowly, from a half to two miles an hour. These rafts are ail sizes, some may be a
quarter to a half mile in length, and nearly the same in width. They are taken to
Bay City, in the United States, since the duty bas been taken off. This is causing
rapid destruction to the fisheries here, and is also keeping thousands of men out of
employment in the working of the saw-mills, as they are nearly ail closed up now.

If this is allowed to continue the whitefish fishery may be diestroyed very soon.
I do not catch or buy black bass to any extent. They are at present known to be
very scarce here. If there is any angling for black bass here, it is done in the
small lakes int the interior. I ship my fish to Collingwood, consigned to the Buffalo
Company. This company takes them off my hands at Collingwood, and settles with
me for them at that place. We get from 83 to $4.70 per 160 pounds. I have
nothing to do with the duty, this company attends to everything after my delivery
at Collingwood. This company handles almost the whole of the catch of fish on
Georgian Bay and the North Channel; some of these fish go to Wiarton, thence to
Buffalo. Mr. Montgomery is the agent of the company at Collingwood. From
Newport I ship my fish by steamer to Collingwood, in the usual fish cars, which hold
about half a ton each ; they are packed in ice. All go as No. 1 fish, no distinction
made as to size. Large and small go as No. 1. Whitefish under 1½ or 2 pounds are
seldom caught, and salmon-trout under 2j or 3 pounds are not general ly caught
or shipped. I do not notice any difference in quality of fish during the whole
season.

Whitefish come in to spawn in November, and salmon-trout about the same, but
in some places a little earlier. They are about alike.

Pickerel come here to spawn in the spring. The present close season is about
right, 15th of April to the 15th of May. Sturgeon seern to have their eggs ripe at
all times, but I do not know much about them. Herring are plentiful here, but are
not caught for the markot. Whitefish and salmon-trout corne into the bay at the
times mentioned, only to spawn. They leave the shoals and are caught in deep
water in December, after spawning. There is a decided falling off in whitefish the
last year as against former years.

Salmon-trout have also fallen off but not so much as whitefish. Pickerel remain
about the same, and sturgeon are the same.
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Much smaller meshes in pound-nets were formerly used/, and may have some
effect on the falling off, by killing too many small whitefish, and trout. Some illegal
fishing at spawning time will also have helped the falling off.

There should be close seasons to protect fish during the spawning time, and
there should be proper regulations fixing the sizes of meshes in nets.

I think there are enough licenses issued now in the interests of the fisheries
and fishermen.

Pound-nets are the best nets to be used as they take the fish alive, and they are
more marketable. Gill-nets often destroy a great many fish, which become unfit for
sale, and many have to be thrown away as useless. I took, between catching and
buying about 120 tons of fish. Pickerel stood first, trout or sturgeon next, thon
whitefish, for the year 1893. In 1892 the greatest quantity taken were whitefish.

I would recommend that pound-nets meshes be 4 inches in the pot, which is
the present size. Gill-nets should remain at 4î inches, both extension measure.

By Mr. Harris :

There were much fewer whitefish this year than last year, and also than in
former years.

The Commission thon adjourned to meet at Killarney on the 8th November in
accordance with public notice given.
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6.-KILLARNEY.

Evidence taken by the Fishery Commissioners at Killarney, District of Algoma,
Geoirian Bay, Ontario, on the 8th and 9th of November, 1893.

Present :--Mr. Commissioner WILMOT, Chairman, and Mr. Commissioner
HARRIS.

Mr. THOMAS BOYTON was duly sworn:

By Mr. Wilmot:
I am a Scotchman; live at Little Current; have been a fisherman for 38 years. I

have fished at Meaford, Collingwood, Cape Rich and throughout Georgian Bay, also
in the North Channel and in Lake Michigan.

I fished last at Little Current; I use gill-nets, the twine is No. 60, with 4½-inch
mesh ; I catch whitefish and salmon-trout, and sometimes pickerel.

I have sold my fish for the past five or six years to Noble Brothers, formerly
to Davis, in Detroit, and to M. Doyle, in Toronto.

The price I got was 3î cents a pound for ail dressed fish, except pickerel.
The whitefish run from 2 to 2ï pounds ; salmon-trout from 4 to 5 pounds; gray

or deep water trout or " pot guts " are different from the others. They inhabit deep
water, that is my reason for calling them a different family.

The " pot guts " spawn outside, about the month of August. This is something
quite new to me, until some 4 or 5 years ago, when the fishermen catching them
told me the spawn was running quite freely, but I do not know this myself as I have
not fished in deep water.

The usual size of pickerel is 3 to 5 pounds, whole. I sold to J. and C. Noble of
this place.

This company has stations, and I deliver the fish there. The company furnish
the fish cars, ice and men to pack them, and they ship them to Wiarton and Colling-
wood, and then to the Buffalo Fish Company.

The Buffalo Company do almost ah the fish trade here; Davis of Detroit does
somo also, dealing in the same way as the Noble Company.

Fish are just as good at spawning time as at any other because they are cold
blooded.

Whitefish come on the shore to spawn from the 8th to the 20th of November,
they then leave, as the spawning is done within this period.

Salmon-trout come in from the 25th of October to the 15th of November, they
spawn within that period.

Pickerel spawn in the spring from the 15th of April to the 15th of May.
Sturgeon; I do not know.
lerring spawn about the same time as whitefish, in November.
Bass spawn about June.
These fish come into bays, reefs and shoals at the times above mentioned to lay

their eggs : They are not found at these places at any other time, except an odd one
or so. Fishermen do not fish for any of the above fish on the grounds mentioned in
the summer time.

Fish have fallen off of late years to what they were, in some places more than
in others. lt is caused by seine fishing at the Sauble Beach, and other places on the
east shore of Lake Huron, which are a natural spawning ground. This seining was
done at the close time in former days, but it is not carried on there now to any
great extent, and the action of the department stopping seining there is a good
thing. Small meshes in the pound-nets have also been the means of reducing the
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quantity of fish. The 2 and 2ý-inch mesh in the pots have destroyed the small and
immature fish in great numbers. The killing of Young fish is more dangerous than
killing the parents.

The Americans grade fish as Nos.1, 2 and 3, running from i to 2j pounds; here,
only one number is established. The market won'tgive as much for 100 pounds of
small fish as for 100 pounds of the large fish.

If a proper close season as laid down by the department were kept up for some
years, and hatcheries put up, a close season would not be required afterwards. There
is quite enough fishing at present in these waters. There are enough licenses issued
noW.

The pound-net if ised with a 4-inch mesh would stand on the same footing as a
gill-net of 4½-inch mesh. The quality and size of fish from both these nets would be
the same. Gill-nets will lose more fish by reason of storms, when there will be some
dead ones taken.

I know of Lake Ontario fishing, at one time it was a great fishery for salmon-
trout and whitefish. I have heard of 80 and 90,000 whitefish being taken at one
haul. Another man took 70,000 at one drawing, both were seines at Weller's Beach.
Now, they catch nothing there whatever.

This was over-fishing with seines. It cannot occur here as we have not the
seining ground, and it is wise to stop seine fishing anyway.

By Mr. Harris :

I prefer whitefish as best, I eat them constantly. When there was no close sea-
son we shipped our fish in barrels, frozen. The first freezer put up was some twelve
years ago at Meaford. In 1857 there was no close season; I think the present regula-
tions as to meshes of nets should be changed. The 5-inch mesh is of no use in the
summer, but it will do in the autumn foi trout.

A 2 pound and under whitefish or salmon-trout will pass through a 4½-inch
mesh in gill-nets, the same fish could not passthrough the 4-inch mesb in pound-nets.

Licenses should not be issued to any other person but actual resident fishermen
and a British subject. The pound-net limit of license should be five to any one per-
son as it is enough. Trap-net licenses might be allowed under certain restrictions

•with a fee of $10.00 for each net. I have never fished with pound-nets nor have I
ever seen one lifted.

Mr. NED FOURCHEAU was dully sworn:

ByMr. Wilmot :

I live at Little Current, am an Englishman, a fisherman for some ten years;
fished in the North Channel and at Detour, in Michigan, U.S. I use gill-nets with
mesh of 4j inches, some are larger-being old ones, got before the 41-inch limit
was passed.

I fish for whitefish and salmon-trout.
With regard to seine tishing, I quite agree with the former witness, Mr. Boyton,

as to the stopping of seining.
I sell my tish to same parties, and in same manner as described by Mr. Boyton.

My prices range the same.
The present established close season for whitefish will take in their spawning

time. Salmon-trout spawn a little earlier than whitefish.
Both salmon-trout and whitefish come on the reefs and shoals and around the

Islands to spawn in autumn, and are only caught at these places at these times.
Only a very few fish are caught at these places at other times than when spawning.

Whitetish and salmon-trout have fallen off during My fishing operations. It is
caused by the changed state of the water, and frorn the effects of towing saw-logs
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and pine refuse from saw-mills. The saw-dust bas done a great deal of harm, but
latterly saw-logs are doing a very great in.jury. In towing them across the bays in
rafts the action of the water rolls them about so that the outer and inner bark gets
rubbed off, this being water soaked, setties to the bottom and catches upon the
meshes of the nets, and when the winds blow this refuse matter is stirred about,
and besides destroying the nets it also drives the fish away. Some of the nets are
so filIed up with this stuff they become perfectly useless. A great many nets are
therefore thrown away, the corks and leads are the only parts that can be saved. This
damage is general in the North Channel. These rafts will sometimes take two tugs
to tow them, being very large, and will cover from 50 to 100 acres of the surface
of the bay. They tow them very slowly, about one to one and a half miles an hour.
Sometimes these tows have to stay in one place on account of head winds for some
time, when the grinding of the bark off the logs is going on continually. This stuff is
so water soaked that it won't drift on shore, but sinks almost immediately, and the
motion of.the water distributes it ail over the bottom, and drives it into the meshes
of the nets. This damage to the nets and the fisheries has been only felt since the
duty was taken off saw-logs, when the lumbermen began to ship their logs across to
the States. This damage to the fisheries had not been experienced in former years,
nor before this saine log towing took place.

Some years ago the pickerel were so numerous they could be seen quite thickly
about the docks and other places about Mudge Bay, but since the saw-dust came
down from the mills up the river scarcely any pickerel are to be found there, and
therefore none are caught there now. This bas most seriously injured the fisher-
men. The fisheries have no doubt been also injured from taking fish too numerously
at spawning time.

I agree with Mr. Boyton as to the spawning time of fish and to having close
seasons. I at one time fished at Detour with five pound-nets and fifty pieces of gill-
nets. That was about five or six years ago. It was very hard to make a living by
fishing there. The Americans star ted to breed fish in the hatcheries, and they
planted them in the waters in the neighbourhood of Detour, and since then the
majority of fishermen have done better.

Whitefish are ail right till at and after their spawning time when they are not
in as good condition as they are before. I think there is as much fishing going on
now as the fisheries will properly sustain.

It is claimed by many that the gill-net fish go into the market in better condi-
tion than pound-net fish, but 1 know that sometimes fish are found dead in gill-nets
and are thrown away.

I have 40 pieces of nets of 3 and 3j pounds of web, in each about 1,200 yards.
I fish with one sail boat and latterly a small tug. I employ two men ail told. I
set my nets as early as the ice will let me, about the lst of May. I fish ail through
the season until the close time sets in.

I caught about $500 worth of fish in 1892, and I got 3½ cents a pound, but with
the same fishing rig I got much less in 1893. This year the fishery is considerably
less than last year.

I started to fish with four trap-nets this year, and the officer seized them. I
had a trap-net license in 1891 and paid $15.00 for the license. ln 1892 I put my nets
in again without license, and some one pulled them out, and left them on the beach.
I got the nets and set them again in 1893 and they were seized and burnt by the
fishery officer. I think the department should have notified me that they would
not grant licenses for trap-nets for 1893. A trap-net is made with a leader of from
6 to L0 rods, according to the water; at«the end of the leader are hearts similar to
the pound-nets, only smaller, a pot of about 8 or 10 feet square is put on this which
is the trap. It is set without stakes, and fastened down by stones for anchors, ail
under water. The trap is covered with net, top, bottom, sides and ail around; the
meshes are 3 inches extension measurement. The leader bas about 5 or 6-inch
meshes, and the heart bas 3-inch mesh, the same as the trap.

These nets should be allowed anywhere they can be set with the leaders from
the shore. The license fee should be about $10.00. They are used to catch pike,
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pickerel, bull-heads, some bass and coarse fish. These nets should be set after the
close season for pickerel is over, and fished only until the close season for salmon-
trout and whitefish sets in.

I give herewith a plan of this trap-net.

By Mr. Harris:

The taking of the duty off saw-logs has largely interfered with the labour
about here, as most of the saw-mills are closed up, and the saw-logs go over to the
United States. If the duty was again put on the logs, more saw-mills would be
built to cut the logs in our country. American tugs and labour take these rafts of
logs across to the United States.

My trap-nets are set in 14 feet of water, sometimes in 15. Don't know whether
they would catch herring or not, they would catch herring if the mesh was small
enough. A 3-inch mesh-net will catch some of the larger herring. I never fished
with hoop-nets. If licenses were issued for trap-nets by the department, they
could be put under proper regulations like other nets for catching coarse fish,
pickerel and pike.

If these fish were caught it would be better for the finer qualities of fish. The
trap-net can be fished under the ice in winter, but they would not pay then, as there
would be no market for the fish if they were caught in the winter. I would only
fish them from the 15th of May.

If we were allowed to catch whitefish and salmon-trout in November, we would
also try to catch these coarse fish at the same time. We can't catch these coarse
fish in October and November, it would be no use to set the nets then. We are
willing to take up the trap-nets in October and November, and to fish trap-nets
alone would not pay. The person getting pound-net and and gill-net licenses should
also be allowed to get trap-net licenses.

Trap-nets would add to the business of the fisherm.en and be a benefit to the
fishery; black bass are not plentiful in the outside waters, they are to be had in the
small inland lakes.

Mr. JAMES NOBLE, of the firm of J. C. Noble, of Killarney, Ont., was duly
sworn:

By 4fr. Wilmot:

I live in Killarney; engaged in fishing for the past 17 years; I am a dealer in
fish also, and carrying on fishing at Byng Inlet,the Bustard Islands and North Chan-
nel of Lake Huron, also at Squaw Island and other places.

We use gill-nets wholly; the size of mesh at present here is 4½ inches. In
former years we used 5 and 4Î inches; the mesh was reduced in size in order to take
more fish. The 5-inch mesh was not sufficiently profitable. The 4i-inch mesh
takes more of the smaller sized fish than the 5-inch mesh.

We catch trout and whitefish wholly so far as our own fishing is concerned, but
we buy pickerel, sturgeon and all other kinds of fish from the fishermen. We ship
our fish direct to the Buffalo Company, via Collingwood. We also sell in Canada to
the Canadian Pacifie Railway Company for their steamers. We pay for whitefish,
trout, pickerel, and black bass the same price, viz.: 3Î cents per pound tothe fisher-
men. We consign all fish, as before stated, to the Buffalo Company, and sell also
about 600 pounds a week to the Canadian Pacifie Railway, and about three tons to
the line boats, the balance goes to the Buffalo Company, at Buffalo. We make con-
tracts to furnish this company with about 600 tons and more if they will take them.
Last year we sent the company 700 tons, but this year we ran about 75 tons short,
as there were not as many fish taken as usual. No arrangement is made with this
company regarding duties in the United States. They take our fish at a certain
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price per ton on board of steamer, and we deliver them at Collingwood, our trans-
action ends then, except in getting our pay.

There are other companies on the Georgian Bay which sell to the Buffalo
Company, namely, C. Duffy, of Byng Inlet, and Purvis Bros., at Gore Bay. The
Buffalo Company have two tugs which they send round to gather fish from the other
companies, but not from us. Our contract calls for 800 tons, including my son's
take at Newport on the North Channel. Roughly speaking, the Purvis and Duffy
sales to the Buffalo Company would be from 250 to 300 tons. Our sales would also
include the fish taken in by Alexander Clark, of Collingwood. The fish taken by
James Clark at Wiarton and Goderich are not included in our company's sale or the
sale of the Georgian Bay district. We furnish the fishermen with such fishing gear
as they may want, that is in boats and nets, and we seil them provisions also. Generally
speaking we eupply them with all they want. Our business was first commenced
about fifteen or sixteen years ago, increasing every year since. The general busi-
ness of our firm when we first began was with a Canadian Company, we sold to them
for $45 a ton. We then bought fish for 4j cents each fish, that was for whitefish and
salmon-trout; we dressed the fish when we sold them to the Canadian Company.
We only traded with the Canadian Company for one year to the extent of 100 to 150
tons; they were delivered by steamer at Collingwood. This company sent fish
throughout Canada and aiso to the United States. The trade then was comparatively
small. The following year wo contracted with the Buffalo Company. and sold over
50 tons. We bought fish from the fishermen at 4j cents each. The Buffalo Company
appointed a man to inspect ail our fish on the docks at Collingwood, and all fish
passing the inspector relieved us from any further responsibility. Our general
business for some years up to the past three or four years did not exceed 300 tons.
During these later years it has run up to 600 and 700 tons. This increased business
has been produced by extending our business, employing more fishermen and catch-
ing more fish. We do not expect a continuance of this business, as there is a con-
siderable decrease in the fisheries. We all know that well.

When we were selling the 50 tons and 300 tons supplies of fish in former years,
the boats and fishermen were catching more fish than now per boat. It was the
increased number of boats and fishermen that gave us the great increase in sales of
600 and 700 tons. It was not because the fish were actually more plentiful to make
this large export sale, but it was because more fishing was donc and more energy
was given to obtain them, also better fishing craft and appliances of ail kinds, and
more expertness used in catching them, and more capital also brought to bear to
capture them. If this excessive fishing goes on at the same rate, and this new cal-
amity from the saw-log business is not stopped, the fishing industries in the Georgian
Bay and North Channel cannot last long. Therefore, we think some strong measure
must be brought to bear to protect the fisheries, otherwise the formerly great fish-
eries in this section of the province must be soon done away.

The way to remedy these difficulties, so far as the log question is concerned, is
to put an export duty on the logs, which would, in a measure, stop the great outlet
of logs from this section into the United States. This would be the means also of
employing thousands of Canadian hands, and open up again the saw-mills which are
now shut up, and also stop this great evil to our fisheries from the bark refuse
which comes from the logs in their transport in rafts across our waters to the United
States. These rafts will cover the water to the extent of 15 to 20 acres, which takes
two large steam tugs to tow them. They tow very slowly, only from one to two
miles an hour, and the logs are continually grinding together, so that ail bark and
inside soft wood is rubbed off and sinks upon the bottom and setties on the nets,
destroying both the nets and injuring the feeding and breeding-grounds of our bay
fisheries.

Another remedy to sustain our fisheries would be to have fish hatcheries put up
on the bay, to help the natural production of fisb, and to enforce the close seasons
at the spawning times of fish, and to regulate the sizes of mesh to prevent the young
and immature fish being taken.
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The pound-nets with 1 and li-inch mesh in the pots have destroyed immense
quantities of young fish of ail kinds. This should be prevented, as it is one of the
greatest evils.

The fishing as now carried on should not be increased, but might be judiciously
diminished, as fishermen die out or go away. If more yards of net are used than at
present it will not be in the interest of the fisheries or the present fishermen.

Fish at the spawning time should be cared for, as they are not as good as at
other times. In this state they become softer, with more slime upon them, and are
not so suitable for transport or for packing; they spoil much more readily at this
time. Whitefish come on the shore at two periods, one kind of whitefish called
shore fish that are caught in pound and other nets used along the shores, come on
early in November and lay their eggs in about 10 or 15 days in from 10 to 12 feet
of water; they then disappear. The other kind are called gill-net whitefish, and do
not come on the shore to spawn; they spawn in deep water on mud bottom, from 40
to 50 fathoms of water. These fish spawn from the middle of November into
December, and are not generally as large as the shore whitefish; they will run from
21 to 3 pounds, while the shore fish will run from 3 to 5 pounds.

Salmon-trout are of two kinds, one is called the rock or black trout, which
comes on the shore or reefs about the 15th of October, and they lay their eggs until
the 20th of November. Some on honeycomb rock bottom at about 10 to 15
fathoms, and some lay their eggs right on the shoals in water from 4 to 6 feet deep,
they disappear after that, but trout are sometimes caught in considerable numbers
in December on these shoals.

The other trout are called pot guts, or deep water trout. They do not come
on the shores, they spawn in deep water the latter part of November, in from 40 to
50 fathoms. They never seem to come near the shores at any time. It it only the
large rock or black trout that come on the shores. At any time these latter trout
are found on the shores.

Pickerel spawn about the time now set aside by the close season; they
spawn generally in rivers or rapids.

Black bass are scarce, the catch for the season not exceeding a ton; they spawn
in June.

Hie-ring are very plentiful here, and at Bad and French Rivers, they are taken
in large quantities. The trade in this fish is only just commencing, a large lot are
being taken this fali amounting to some 600 packages of 100 each. They are taken
this season at French River. The herring generally spawn in November, and
should receive protection by a close season like whitefish and other fish. Even the
coarse fish require protection at their breeding time to keep up the great demand
there is for fish food.

Whitefish and salmon-trout come on the shores almost wholly for spawning
purposes, yet some are caught on these shoals at other times, but not generally
speaking.

There should be a close season for ail kinds of fish, and some effort should be
made to induce the Americans to have close seasons as well, which would give more
satisfaction to our fishermen.

Trap-nets might be used under licenses, as they will be fished with anyway.
They can be put in such places that it is very difficuit to stop them fully.

Pound-net licenses should be allowed on the Georgian Bay waters, as well as
the waters west of the present prohibited line from Hurd's Head to Spanish River.
It is discriminating too much to allow pound-nets to be fished at the Duck Islands
so largely and not allow them to be fished in Georgian Bay.

The Duck Island fishery has been principilly fished by C. W. Gauthier; I have
known him to get a license for ten nets, and actually fish a great many more. I
saw a tug with Officer Joseph Wilson take some of these nets, he washed them and
stored them away in the Gore Bay storehouse. le gave the fish taken in them to
the poor; they were principally pickerel and sturgeon. The meshes in these nets
were only 1½ to 2-inches extension in the pots. There have been lots of young
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whitefish and herring taken in these pound-nets so numerously that they were left
to rot on the beach.

All fishermen should be served alike in getting licenses. One man should not
get fifteen or twenty pound-nets when the rest are limited to four or five, which are
enough for any one fisherman.

There is a serious complaint made by all fishermen against the Reeves Com-
pany getting these large number of nets, especially as be is manager of the Detroit
American Fishing Company, this is unfair to the truly Canadian subject and to the
fisherman.

By Mr. Harris:
Fishermen could not stand a 5-inch mesh now, not if they were given 3 years

to make the change, they could not make it pay. It would drive fishermen away.
They could not take out licenses.

The present close season for whitefish is correct for November. For salmon-
trout it should be for part of November and part of October.

Whitefish cannot be fished without taking some salmon-trout, Whitefish are
the most valuable tish; salmon-trout next, then bass, next is pickerel.

Pound-net pots were used with 1 and 1i-inch meshes about eight years ago,
the mesh of the pots should be 4 inches. A 3-inch mesh was used on one side of
the pot, this mesh would not catch any herring.

The Lake Huron or Georgian Bay license allows the fishermen to fish in those
waters and also in the North Channel, numbers of those fishermen now come up
bore to fish. There should be no restriction for fishermen to fish anywhere under
their licenses. As fish become scarcer many fishermen will be obliged to give up
fishing, and therefore the few left may do better and then the fishing may improve.
In that case the fisheries will get into botter hands and the fisheries may thon re-
cuperate. These persons will thon take greater interest to preserve the fisheries.
The fishermen will thon be in botter circumstances and will proteçt their own
interests.

By Mr. Wilmot:
Aprons or false pieces of nets are used as a device to prevent detection of

illegal work by pound-net fishermen, these aprons have much smaller meshes than
the pot and are put down very quickly when the pot is full of fish, small and large,
and all of them are lifted out in order to separate the small fish from the large
ones. The apron is thon put aside so that when the officer or other persons are
around inspecting the net, only the usual legal sized net appears. The aprons have
much smaller meshes to lift in the small and immature fish. I never saw them
myself, but I know this to be done from many fishermen who bave seen them.

Mr. NELSON HARMAN was duly sworn.

Am a Canadian; live in Collingwood ; have been fishing off and on for 20 years
and upwards. My father was a fisherman and I have been almost brought up to
fishing from my youth.

By Mr. Wilmot:

Have fisbed in Georgian Bay, Lake Superior, north shore of Lake Huron. I
have bought and sold fish on Lake Ontario, at Rochester. United States, brought
from the Canadian side, also handled fish brought from Georgian Bay and great
lakes. I have only fished gill-nets in a business way, I have also hauled seines
under the ice in winter at Waubausbene, Georgian Bay.

I have dealt in and fished for whitefish and trout, and in this business have
bought and sold all kinds of fish. Whitefish and salmon-trout were caught in
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such quantities in 1877-78 on the north shore of the Georgiari Bay, and put on the
market in such numbers, that they became almost valueless, and the fishermen
could hardly sell them. The competition among wholesale dealers at Buffalo was

so great, that they would often sell these flsh simply to cover freight. Whitefish,
and trout were sold as low as 1½ and 2 cents a pound, and if they could not sell them
they would throw them away.

When in business I gave away a whole cargo of fish, consisting of several tons
to the poor master for distribution amongst the poor. These fish were examined
by the late Seth Green, who pronounced them as sound fish. This statement is

given only to show how numerous fish were at that time, almost a drug in the
market.

I sold out my business and came to the fishing grounds in Georgian Bay in
1880, and found that the fishermen were largely in debt, and they were only just
then beginning to get something for their fish. Salmon-trout and whitefish were
being bought at that time from 5 cents to 6 cents each, and not by weight but
whole. Then at these low prices a fisherman could pay his debts on his fishing
rigs in about six months. The fisherman with his catch of a season at that time and
these prices would make from $900 to $1,600, and in some instances gill-net boats
would make $2,000. At that time there were few outtits to what there are now.
Many of the young farmers and others then commenced to fish, and could get their
tackie readily from the dealers. The consequence was that a large number of
fishermen commenced fishing in the bay. Boats also came from Lake Huron into
the Georgian Bay, and the fishing business began to be enlarged, and as the profits
increased the number of fishermen also iiicreased greatly, and the consequence the
catch of fish began to lessen, and then in order to meet the demand for tish in the
markets the fishermens' rigs, boats and gear of ail kinds here, largely increased.

At this earlier period the twine or thread used was very heavy and coarse.
Nets could Ihen be run for 3 or 4 seasons without renewing. This heavy fishing
greatly lessened the number of fish in these waters, and the fishermen getting more
-expert in fishing introduced a much finer twine, and began to use more nets and
more boats.

In. 1885 the fishing trade became very large, it was, it may be said, at its height
in the Georgian Bay.

At this time very few fish were to be had in Collingwood Bay, as the excessive
fishing before that time had depleted it, and the fishermen had gone to the North
Shore to carry on their calling. As this trade enlarged during the previous
years, the fishing industry became more general, and steamers were put on to further
the trade in transporting the fish, so much so, that there was greater competition
with dealers, prices became larger and caused over-production. Thus commenced
a complete network of fishing to such an extent as to cause five or six gangs of nets to
be across each other. The fishermen would have miles and miles of nets. In fact
the Georgian Bay was completely covered with nets, so much so, that it is the
cause of the present scarceness of fish which is now experienced.

With the then excessive fishing, which is now also continued, together with
other causes, such as bark, small meshed pots in pound-nets, killing fish at spawning
lime has reduced the fishermen in Georgian Bay. I have, with twelve runs of nets,
*cauaght as many as 9,000 whitefisb and salmon.trout in one month, seven-eighth of
these would be whitefish, and as many as 3,000 in one week, and the nets would not
be set more than five nights in the week. I made about four lifts a week. this with ail
gill-nets with meshes of 4¾ inches, the twine was No. 50 and No. 60. Other fishermen
at that time were using coarser twine generally, about No. 45. The gangs would con-
sist of about five in number each. The length would be 6,000 yards, some rigs were
larger and a great many less. 6,000 yards was the average rig then.

The fish at that time were ail larger than at the present time. The whitefish
would be counted at the rate of 2J pounds, dressed, and salmon-trout would run
about 5 pounds. Some trout were taken, which they called " mokers," that woul4
run 30 and 40 pounds; they were scarce.
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At the present time the same rigs of net of 6,000 would not catch more than
3,000 pounds in a month, and all fish would be of a smaller size, and the fishing in
Georgian Bay has decreased in the sarne proportion generally.

Whitefish came on the shoals to spawn earlier in November in former years
than at the present time, they come in about the lth of November, and continue on
the shoals about ten days. They were on much longer in former days; this would
be causod by the greater number of fish frequenting thespawning grounds in former
times.

Salmon-trout come on the shoals through the month of October to spawn about
the middle of October.

Pickerel will come in about the middle of April to spawn. I have caught as
many as 1,400 at a haul under the ice, just as the ice was breaking up.

Whitefish and salmon-trout come on the shoals from the deep water at the time
mentioned above to spawn. They are never caught on these shoals only at spawn-
ing time.

It is highly necessary that a close season should be established to protect fish
at the spawning time. The condition of the fish at spawning time is not as good as
earlier, they won't stand shipping as well in the cars. They are softer and more
slimy. and won't stand shipment as well.

Whitefish for eating purposes are altogether better in the summer, when in deep
water, than when in the shoals and spawning.

From my experience I would not take 6,000 yards of net as a gift to fish with,
and be confined to that amount, as it would not pay now, whereas in former years
6,000 was actually as much as a crew could handle, as the fish were then so numerous.
They were then sold for 5 cents apiece.

If the number of fish were calculated at say 10,000 pounds, more fishermen
would get a living from catching this number of fish than would be the case with
the pound-nets. Gill-nets require some skill in fishing. Pound-nets do not require
so much skill.

Fishing is greatly injured from the rafting of saw-logs in such great numbers, as
they are now towed across the lake to the United States. This injury is caused by
the inside bark which is ground off the logs and forms a sort of stringy substance,
which settles upon the nets and clogs up the meshes, making the nets useless.
Nothing will clear this stuff off the nets, excepting picking it off with the fingers,
which would cause such expense and take so much time, as to make it better to
throw them away and get new nets.

The extent of this rafting is very great; they are towed in large rafts, some-
times covering a space of four and five and more acres. The logs are constantly
rubbing together by the motion of the water and working this inner and outer bark
off when it settles to the bottom. Besides injuring the nets, it also destroys the
fishing ground by driving the fish away.

This log difficulty has been noticed by me just about nine years ago, in small
spots only, by the local towing of logs for home work of some saw-mills, but since
the duty was taken off logs this evil has grown to great magnitude and threatens
our fishing industry most seriously. These rafts are so large as to require two
powerful tugs to tow them. These tug-boats are owned by Americans.

From 1880 to 1885 the greatest fishing was done on the north shore of Georgian
Bay. The fish, before that, were quite as numerous, but fishermen did not enter
into the fishing business so fully or have as complete a system to handie and catch
the fish. The industry then became profitable and more people went into it, and as
the fish decreased the fishermen increased in order to work up the supply of fish
for the markets.

Then the mesh of nets was larger than now. I remember the time when no
nets were used with less than 5-inch mesh; they began later on to fish the 44 and
4f-inch mesh. The catch of the fishermen at the present time at Byng Inlet had up
to the middle of July, been only 8 or 10 tons. The fishery will amount to about
$700 or $1,000 in a season, with their rigs, consisting of a sail-boat, 2 men, and from
15 to 20 thousand yards of net. The $700 and $1,000 is the price of the gross catch
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as sold to the dealers. Their fishing twine will last about two years. If the fishing
keeps on decreasing the fishermen will have to give up the business; the two year's
life of twine applies to the time before this bark difficulty came up. A man may
lose his whole twine in one year with this stuff. If the fishing industry came to an
end, the fishermen would go to lumbering camps or elsewhero to get a living. The
rafting of saw-logs across to the United States employs hardly any Canadian work-
men. The United States dealers bring their men and tugs with them.

If the loge were sawn in our- own mills a large number of Canadian workmen
would be employed, as the mills are now mostly all shut up and this labour is lost
to Canadians. Many mill hande formerly employed here now follow these logs to
the United States to be employed in the mills there.

I don't think if the fishing ceased here the fishermen would get any more work
on the south shore of Georgian Bay than they would get here. It has followed that
as the fishery decreased the fishermen muet use more twine and smaller meshes to
make up the difference, and consequently catch more small fish. The fishermen
who are desirous of using pound-nets here no doubt think it more profitable or else
they would not do so; this applies to them as individuals. The decrease in the fish-
eries will affect more gill-net fishermen than pound-net fishermen, as there are so
many more giL-nets used.

It is of the greatest interest to all gill-net fishermen to preserve the fisheries by
all judicious means. The gill-net fishermen of the Georgian Bay believe that pound-
net fishing is the most injurious mode of fishing.

The fishermen of the south shore of Georgian Bay come here to fish, also the
fishermen from Southampton and Goderich. If the fishermen of the south shore of
Georgian Bay were restricted to the limite in which they live, they would have to
give up fishing altogether. These men had good fishing at one time on the south
shore, but they fished it out and are now obliged to come here.

Whitefish close season should be during the whole month of November because
they come in in some places in the beginning, in other places at the middle, and other
places the end of the month. All fishermen fish during the month of October and
set their nets on honeycombed rocks along the shores. The whitefish do not come
from deep water tilt the beginning of November. The gill-nets are set in deep water
near the shoals in October for whitefish, they fish just wherever they can catch them
tilt the close season sets in.

The fishermen lay their nets along the shores to catch fish when they are com-
ing on their spawning grounds and catch them tilt the close season sets in.

Al fishermen expect to take a large catch of trout in October; they do not
expect as good fishing for whitefish in October, as the whitefish don't come in so
freely in October as in November.

Trap-nets might be introduced in these waters to catch coarse fish, but it would
be bard to regulate them. The regular fishermen would not apply for these nets,
only the men who live on the shores, and every man would want to get a trap-net
license, and consequently more fishing would be done by everybody, as the net is a
cheaper one and easier worked than the other nets, and the fishery officer could not
watch this trap-net fishing very well, as these nets can be set in nooks and corners
where other nets are not, or cannot be set. A trap-net can be set in half an hour
and can be fished in about three hours. A trap-net will make a bundle the size of a
flour barrel. There are no stakes to set it with, it is sunk and set with stones, and
can be lifted up in 20 or 30 minutes. There have been a considerable number of trap-
nets set hère, some 20 or more have been taken and burned during the past season.
There have been a great many of thèse nets set in this section of the ay. They
would become very numerous if they were licensed. Illegal fishing would greatly
increase if the fishery officer did not prevent the use of these nets. If made legiti-
mate it would take many more officers to look after them. If a man got a certain
district hé would look after it and prevent his neighbours from fishing in his grounds.
By a district I mean a certain extent of the shore, but it would not be easy te lay
out the districts on account of the numerous islands.
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Fishermen get fair prices for thoir fish here. There are few fishermen capable
of shipping on their own account, and the middleman is therefore necessary. A
fisherman cannot well fish and ship his own fish from this shore. Shipping the fish
in small quantities, as would be the case by a single fisherman, many fish would be
lost. Fishermen might combine, but it is doubtful whether it would be done.

Mr. GEORGE LAROUCHE was duly sworn:

I am a Canadian ; live in Little Current; have been a fisherman for seven years.

By Mr. Wilmot:
I fish at Mudge Bay; I fish with gill and pound-nets; the size of gill-net mesh

is 5 inches and 4Î, and 4½ inches ; size of mesh pound-nets 4 inches and 2j inches.
I caught whitefish, salmon-trout, pickerel, sturgeon, bass, pike and coarse fish ; the
most fish were pickerel, then sturgeon, next whitefish, then bass and pike, and the
rest were coarse fish, bull-heads and perch; I took some herring, all were caught in
Mudge Bay.

I sold my fish t> Noble Brothers; this company had a station at Mudge Bay,
where they bought all fish they could. I dressed the fish and delivered them to the
company, who packed them in ice, and shipped to Buffalo bysteamer. I got 2½ and
2ï cents a pound dressed, except pickerel. The coarse fish were not bought from
me as they were not considered marketable. The usual size of pickerel is 2j pounds;
whitefish, 2½ pounds; salmon-trout, 3 pounds (all dressed); sturgeon, 30 to 40
pounds; caviare not used bere.

Fish are different altogether at spawning time, not nearly so good as at other
times; they are soft and flabby when spawning; this applies to all fish.

Whitefish come on shore about the 17th to 20th November for spawning pur-
poses, some earlier, some later.

Salmon-trout come to spawn about the 15th to 20th of October, and will remain
until early in November.

Pickerel s pawn in the spring from April to lst of June.
Ali these fish come in from deep water at the above period for spawning pur-

poses only.
Fish have fallen off quite a lot since I fished in Mudge Bay. Caused by illegal

fishing, and catching them at the spawning time. Suckers also destroy the spawn;
can't say what else, but I know that fish are actually much more scarce than they
were.

I think fishing with too small meshes is injurious to the fishery. The towing
of saw-logs is destructive to the nets and the fishery, but this did not occur in
Mudge Bay. But it is much felt in the North Channel and in Georgian Bay. The
bark and the rind next after the bark is ground off by the logs rolling and rubbing
together. This stuff fallis to the bottom and is caught in the meshes of the nets,
this is most injurious. These rafts cover the surface of the water as much as ten
acres at a time.

I think there should be a close time to protect all fish at their spawning time,
the present close season is about right for whitefish.

There is quite enough fishing carried on now in this North Channel, more fish
are destroyed by gill-nets than pound-nets during stormy weather. They die in
these nets in considerable numbers, and I have known as many as 300 fish thrown
away at one time from one net.

The pound-net is safest and best for the fisbermen, the fish are taken alive, and
go into market in better condition.

There are some well known spawning grounds for certain fish which might be
set aside as beneficial to the fisheries.
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Herring are plentiful in some places here; they are not generally taken for
marketable purposes, but this fail they are being caught at Bad River in great
quantities by scooping them out, and also with gill-nets. They can sell herring
now, they could not before. The price is now inducing fishermen to catch them;
they are sold from $3.50 to $4 a package of 100 pounds; they should therefore be
protected at their spawning time.

By Mr. Barris:

I fished gill-nets and used 5-inch mesh about 1885. Some use 5-inch, some use
a less size. I have heard that the department intends establishing the 5-inch mesh
again. I have talked with many parties here in Killarney who say they would not
use anything less than 5 inches mesh. There are more nets used now under 5-inch
mesh than over 5 inches. It would benefit the fishermen to have several years to
reduce their twine, the webb will be used up in about two years. It would be ail
right to give a couple of years notice if the 5-inch rnesh was to be put in force.

No. 60 thread is worth $2.40 per pound. Pike are valued very low, only
about I cent 'a pound. Bass are worth from 2j to 3 cents a pound, the other coarse
fish are not saleable.

Below a certain line on Georgian Bay, pound-net fishing is proscribed and
licenses are not granted. Licenses should, however, be granted for pound-nets
everywhere. Whitefish are caught in the prohibited limits by other nets in May,
June and July. They are then in their best condition.

Pound net licenses should be granted east of this proscribed boundary in the
Georgian Bay. There is plenty of ground where hoop-nets could be fished. I do
not know whore the small sized whitefish are found or where they go to. Some
are caught as low as half a pound. Before this proscription was made, small
mesh pound-nets were used there.

Wh at I mean by illegal fishing is fishing at spawning time with improper nets
and without licenses.

Since the injury to the fishery, by saw-logs has taken place, I do not know
where the fimh have been driven to. It certainly is a great injury to the fishermen.
I do not know mach about the Collingwood fishing, but there is very poor fishing
done there now. Most of the fishing that was done on the south shore is now
removed to this section. The rafting of logs did not exist there some time ago,
only since the duty was taken off saw-logs. I do not know any place where
salmon-trout and whitefish have increased.

Mr. JOSEPH ROCQUE was duly sworn and examined.

By Mr. Wilmot :

Am a fisherman. Have fourteen years' experience in the North Channel and
in Lake Huron. I fish up and down the shore near the places mentioned.

I use gill-nets with 4j inches mesh and fish 8,000 yards of net with one sail
boat of 24 feet ktel and two men all told. I set my nets in April and fish through
the whole season until close season sets in. I fish the whole 8,000 yards of net
in the water at one time.

I catch whitefish and trout, sometimes pickerel; the usual size of whitefish
is 2 pounds and salmon-trout 3 and 4 pounds, ail dressed. They fall off in weight by
dressing by about 1 pound. 1 sell my fish at 3Î cents a pound to Noble and Jackman,
they ship their tish to Collingwood and thence to the Buffalo Company in the
United States.

Fish are about the same ail the time, but fish caught in October are not quite
so good.

The October trout are larger and are called rock trout. The large trout will
run about 6 pounds; these are not caught in the summer, because they are then
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swimming on the surface, they are to be seen at times on the surface, they are
feeding on herring at this time.

The gill-nets which are set on the bottom in deep water being only five or
six feet wide, do not catch these large trout that are feeding on top of the water.
Only an odd one of these big trout is caught from April to September. In Oct-
tober they come on shore to spawn. The smaller salmon-trout that will run
about 4 pounds in weight are caught in deep water from April till October.

These small trout do not come to the shores to spawn, but they do spawn
somewhere. Sometimes we see a few eggs in these small trout beginning to grow
about July, in September and October they are larger. We only catch them in
deep water. I don't know where these small trout spawn. I never saw them
spawning, yet they may spawn and I not see them.

Salmon-trout and whitefish come on the shores, that is on the shoals and reefs
in shallow water to spawn. These fish are not caught on these grounds during the
whole year except at their spawning time.

Whitefish spawn on their grounds from the beginning of November. They
spawn during this time only, none before, none after.

Salmon-trout come in about a week earlier to spawn, both leave shortly after
and go to deep water again.

I fish with trap-nets also, and catch pickerel, some bass and pike; and some
channel catfish, which are larger than mudpouts, and weigh about 4 and 5 pounds;
they are not the sarne fish at all as the small mudpouts.

Pickerel spawn in April and May in the rivers and also in bays.
Bass spawn in June.
Herring spawn the sane time as whitefish, they are not caught here much,

there is no sale for them at present, they are, however, quite plentiful.
Fish are not quite as plentiful as they were, particularly whitefish and salmon-

trout.
Pickerel have not fallen off as much as the other fish, this is caused by over-

fishing and too many fishermen. Also catching them too largely in small mesh
pound-nets.

The present rafting of saw-logs which casts off so much bark and rubbish, bas a
tendency to injure and reduce the catch of fish and to destroy the nets. I have had
my nets destroyed by the bark and the soft wood inside, which is rubbed off of these
logs when being towed; some of these rafts are about three-quarters of a mile long
and about 60 feet wide, some of the rafts are boomed around and will cover three
acres or more. Don't know how many feet of lumber. They are very large. This
rafting bas been going on for three or four years. Before this rafting commenced
the nets were not injured. The nets now become useless and are destroyed for
fishing purposes. 1 am of the opinion that if this rafting goes on the fisheries wilL
become almost ruined, the feeding grounds as well as the breeding grounds of the
fish are being seriously injured by this stuff.

I think there should be a close season to protect fish when spawning, but we
want hatcheries too, to keep up the fish in our fisheries. I think there are enough
licenses issued now for the fishing, no more new-licenses should be granted. I want
to see trap-nets allowed. I fished four trap-nets but they were seized. Boat and
all, and I %as fined $80 for this fishing. I caught quite a few fish with these trap-
nets, probably about four tons, all pickerel and pike. It will cost about $65 to make
and set a trap-net, and the cage is from 6 to 10 feet square on the net.

For catching coarse fish the trap-net is best. Pound-nets are best to catch
whitefish. Gill-nets are best for trout. I don't think pound-nets should be used.

There are many fish die and become bad when the gill-net is out too long in a
storm.

I caught about ten tons of fish of all kinds in 1892. My catch this year is al-
most the sane as last year. I find ready sale for al coarse fish, price 1½ cents per
pound. Pike and bass bring 31 cents, sturgeon the same. I can't sell the suckers.
Sometimes they are put back in the water and sometimes put on the shore, those
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that are dead. I sometimes take 200 or 300 suckers. More are taken in the trap-
nets. As.many as 200 or 300 at one lift and let go.

Would like to have trap-nets, because I could set them after the close season of

the pickerel, and take them up about the beginning of close time of salmon-
trout and whitefish, but would rather fish them right through the whole season.
The size of the mesh in the trap-net should be 2½ inches.'

By Mr. Harris:

I use a boat to fish the trap-net and two men to set and work it, they could

manage and fish 20 trap-nets. Sometimes they are set 100 feet apart, sometimes
two or three miles according to the situation of the place. Nine or ten trap-nets
might be fished in ten miles of water, the next net should not be nearer than one
mile.

I notice the whitefish first come into the shore about the lst of October. they
come in thicker after this and get on their spawning grounds to lay their eggs in
about 5 days from 5th to the 10th of November. After that they work out to deep
water and after the 12th of December we get a few good hauls during this time, and
and after this they get away from us altogether, and I do not catch them again
until spring.

W1hlitefish should have about ten days close season to suit me from lst to 10th
of November. I don't catch many whitefish in October. We set for whitefish in
the shoals about the 28th of Octoberand fish until the lst of November, then I quit.

I fish from the lst of October to the 28th in deep water, and we catch salmon-
trout also on the shoals in October.

The shoals where we begin to fish for whitefish about the 28th of October are
about one-half to two miles from deep water. After fishing in deep water, we take
up our nets, wash and dry them, and then set our poorest nets on t he shoals to catch
these fish which have come near the shores for spawning purposes.

The fishermen from some parts of Lake Huron, south of the Manitoulin Island,
came over here to fish. They come here also from Meaford and Collingwood fishing.
They would no doubt fish nearer home if there were any fish worth while to catch.
I do not know anything about Collingwood, Meaford, or Lake Huron whitefish
fisheries.

We should be allowed to fish our present gill-net mesh for two years before any
change is made. I have nets that I have fished four years, and some are pretty good
yet; it would be a loss to throw them away.

Mr. ADOLPHUS MARTIN was duly sworn and examined.

By Mr. Wilmot:

Am a Canadian, and have been fishing for six years. I fish on the north shore
of the Georgian Bay and at Killarney.

I flsh with gill-nets. Size of mesh 4j inches. I catch trout and whitefish;
average weight of whitefish, 2j pounds; trout, 4 pounds dressed, that is all through
the season. These fish are heavier, however, in the fall, being full of spawn.

The female whitefish are a half pound heavier in the fall than in the summer,
as is also the female trout, when spawnng.

I sell my fish in Killarney, to J. & C. Noble; price paid for my fish is 3¾ cents
clear, all dressed. There is a difference in the condition and appearance of fish at
the spawing time and when they are not spawning.

The differenco in appearance is by the roughness of the scales of the whitefish,
and their flesh is better about two or three months after spawning. About one
month before they spawn, the flesh seems to get softer. I can't say what they may
be at the spawning time, but they must be much softer than the month before.

Salmon-trout are about in the same poor condition at the breeding time, as the
whitefish just referred to.
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Whitefish first come into the shoals about the 25th of October-only a
few about that time, and they keep on increasing until their spawning time, which
is about the 5th of November. On the 10th, there seems to be no more whitefish
on the spawning grounds; they appear to strike for deeper water again.

Salmon-trout come on about two weeks earlier than the whitefish, and they
lay their eggs about the 16th November, and they leave after that for deep water
agai n.

Salmon-trout and whitefish only come to these reefs .and shoals at the times
above mentioned, to spawn. They are not found there at any other time.

I do not know anything about herring or their spawning time; neither do I
know about sturgeon.

Pickerel will generally spawn about the 25th of April in most places. But in
some places they do not spawn until the 1st of May.

Whitefish and salmon-trout have fallen off at the present time to what they
were in former years. This falling off bas been about one-eighth or more, caused
by other fish eating the spawn, and also the injury occasioned by saw-logs being
towed over the lake, covering the spawning grounds with bark, and the small parts
,of soft wood next to the bark, which is ground off by the rolling of the logs together
while being towed by the tugs, which belong to Americans. These logs come from
all parts of the Georgian Bay, and are taken to the American side. This bark and
stuff setties on the feeding grounds and also upon the breeding grounds of the fish,
and also collects on the nets. This drives the fish away, or starves them off their
feeding grounds, so that they cannot be caught here as they used to be.

Ilost seven pieces of net last season with this stuff becoming fastened to the
meshes, which made the nets useless. This would be about 300 yards of gill-net.
i know that other fishermen have lost nets from the sane cause. These rafts are
quite numerous and very large, sometimes covering a space of five acres square, at
-other times they are from three-quarters of a mile to one mile long, with a width of
about seventy-five feet. These rafts are towed by steam tugs, at fron one to two
miles an hour. They are sometimes delayed by head winds, and they then go into
the bays if they can, if not, they get in lee of an island, and remain there until tliey
.can go on again. Ail this timo the rubbing is going on, and the stuff setties to the
bottom. It does not drift to the shore; it is heavy and water-logged. This rafting
bas been going on for the past six years, but more largely of late. It was not
known much before the duty was taken off the saw logs. This sending away of the
logs does great harm to the working people bore, as the saw-mill owners have shut
up their mills, thus stopping a large trade in this part of the country. The Govern-
ment should take early steps to stop this evil which is doing so much harm to the
fishermen and the fisheries, and the inhabitants generally, this is the general opin-
ion amongst aIl fishermen as well as the public on the North Shore.

Another cause of the falling off of the whitefish and salmon-trout is the quanti-
ties of pike, pickerel and suckers that eat the spawn, these fish should be caught by
trap-nets, which the departnent should grant licenses for to such fishermen as
might want them. The number of licenses should be limited to each fisherman, not
to exceed ten apiece. The meshes should be 2j inches in the trap, which should not
exceed 12 feet square. Pound-nets have also helped this falling off of fish by fishing
too many nets with too small meshes in their pots, which bas destroyed too many
small fish. The law which forbids their use at present should be continued, but
wherever they are allowed the mesh of the pots should not be less than 4 inches
extension.

Another remedy is required in having each fishing boat use the same number
of yards of gill-nets, the limit not to exceed 15,000 yards, the mesh should not be
under 4j inches.

There should be a close season to protect fisb when spawning, because at present
there are no hatcheries bore to help sustain the fisheries, and the close season should
not be any longer than from let to l0th of November, and this law should be carried
out stringently against every one.
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The licenses now granted are sufficient for these waters, more would over tax
the fisheries in this section.

The price for these licenses should be in proportion to the rig they fish with. For
a boat with 15,000 yards of net a fee of $5.00 is plenty. A small boat fishing a

quarter of that, should not pay as much. Each boat should have a number, or some
mark upon it to show that they have been duly licensed.

I caught about 5 tons of fish in 1892. This year about 4 tons, fishing with the
same nets and gear. I fished about 1,500 yards, this year about the same. I use

one boat with 20 feet keel worked by myself and a boy.

By Mr. Harris:

The nets I have on hand will last me three years. If the 5-inch mesh comes

into force it would injure me and make me cast the old ones away. At least two
more should be allowed to fish them out.

Trap-nets would be generally applied for if the department allowed them; a $10

seasons fee would be enough for them.

Pike, pickerel and other coarse fish frequent the bars where the whitefish and
trout spawn.

Salmon-trout and whitefish do not spawn on the same grounds. I do not know
how long the eggs of whitefish take to hatch out. I never saw the young fish when
hatched, and I dare say the coarse fish may eat the young fish if they could find
them.

The nets are usually set on the bars where whitefish spawn just before the close
season, and the nets are frequently destroyed there and elsewhere by the refuse of
the saw-logs.

I have fished in Lake Ontario, but never on the south shore of Georgian Bay.
I have heard of no increased catch of salmon-trout or whitefish anywhere during
this past season, and the bay is fished all over. I do not know where the fish have

gone to that have left here.
The whitefish swim on top of the water and therefore cannot be caught with

gill-nets. I have seen them by thousands on top of the water in August, they were
swimming along. These fish were not herrings. They were whitefish. I don't
know that a 5-inch mesh was ever used here, it would be too large during the sum-
mer season, but it would not be too large in the fail. The fish are too small to catch
with a 5-inch mesh in the summer.

The Commission having closed its business at Killarney, adjourned to meet at
Sault St. Marie on the 10th as per notice given.
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7.-SAULT STE. MARIE.

Evidence taken by the Fishery Commissioners at Sault Ste. Marie, District of
Algoma, Ontario, on the 10th of November, 1893.

Present:-Mr. Commissioner WILMOT, Chairman, and Mr. Commissioner
HARRIS.

Mr. NELSON COUTURE was duly sworn and examined.

By Mr. Wilmot:

I live at Spanish River, North Channel. Have been a fisherman for 22 years.
Fished in Saginaw Bay, United States, North Channel, Lake Huron, for eight years
past, also two seasons cod fishing in the sea. I am a Canadian by birth. I tished
pound-nets only at Turnbull Island and east end of John Island, in the north channel.
I catch pickerel principally, also sturgeon, some whitefish, and trout. The white-
fish and trout have been limited in quantity lately. I sell the fish to Mr.
Noble, at Newport. I get 3î cents a pound in the spring and afterwards 3¾ cents,
and this price is for all fish except sturgeon, which is 3j cents; and for a few pike
1½ cents. Bass and maskinonge are not worth mentioning. These prices are for
dressed fish except pickerel. The most fish taken were pickerel, next sturgeon,
next salmon-trout, then whitefish, the rest are coarse fish, such as carp, suckers,
&c. The usual average weight of the whitefish is 3j pounds; salmon-trout, 6 to 7
pounds; sturgeon, 40 pounds and sometimes 100 pounds; pickerel, 3 pounds.
Noble & Co. buy and ship them to Collingwood. and then they go on to the Buffalo
Company. I deliver the fish on the dock to Noble & Co. They pack and ship them.
We only sell to Noble & Co. the No. 1 fish, that is from 14 to 1i pounds and up-
wards; under these weights are No. 2, which are small in number on account of the
large size of the mesh. The few we catch of No. 2 are used by ourselves. The
Noble Brothers did not take No. 2 fish in 1893. They took nearly 20 tons of No. 2
in 1892. They also took them readily in former years. Ail the fishermen sold to
Noble Brothers these No. 2 fish freely in former years. No. 2 whitefish are fish
under 1 pound, sometimes as low as t pound. These young whitefish are too small to
breed. No. 2 salmon-trout would be about 1½ pounds and under. Many No. 2 w hite-
fish were formerly caught, but in 1893 the fishermen were frightened and did not
sel] them. I do not know what other fishermen did with their No. 2 fish in 1893.
I put mine back in the water. No. 2 fish are sold for half the price of No. 1.

Whitefish are best in June, July and August. Whon spawning in November
they are soft and lean and feverish; they are not good. Salmon-trout are in the
same poor conditión at their breeding time, in fact no fish are good in their spawning
time.

There are very few herrings in the North Channel, but there is a fish known as
black fin whitefish called ciscoes, but they are not numerous. They come in the
bays to spawn about the same time as whitefish.

The whitefish spawn from the 1st to the 15th of November, some before, some
after. The above is the hottest time of their spawning. Salmon-trout spawn
earlier, coming in about the 20th of October and they spawn till about the 10th of
November.

The first run of pickerel begin to spawn about the 15th of April. Another run
commences about the lst of May, and keeps on till about the 15th of May. For-
merly spawned up the river, but of late the logs are so numerous in the rivers that
they stay out in the bays, and spawn in very shallow water about one foot deep.
They lay their eggs freely there. They collect close together in large quantities.
Salmon-trout and whitefish also spawn on shoals right on the shore, and collect
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fogether in great numbers. If fished for then they can be easily taken in very
great quantities. I have seen C. W. Gauthier catch from 5 to 7 tons in a pound-net
at the spawning time and during the close season too, at the mouth of Spanish
River. This was done regularly during 4 and 5 years past. All these fish come on
the shores and shallows only for spawning purposes. At other times they are in

deep water and are spread about more, whilst at the breeding grounds they all
huddle together to spawn. After spawning they leave the sallows and go into

deeper water. Whitefish are more scarce than they were. The water has become

dirty and their feeding grounds are injured from the bark and fibre wood

ground off the the saw-logs that are rafted across the bay. These rafts will cover a

surface of 10, 15 and 20 acres of water. They are towed at the rate of 1 mile per

hour. These logs so work and rub together as to grind off the bark and the sappy
wood in great quantities which settles to the bottom and spoils the feeding grounds
of the fish and also lodges upon the nets and destroys them. This log rafting
business has been going on this last 5 years, and is increasing very largely every

Tear. Great numbers of the fishermen's nets are destroyed in this way. These

ogs come down all the rivers and are rafted and towed across to the United States
side.

The whitefish fisheries have also been seriously injured by killing the fish too

largely by small meshed nets. The Gauthier Company formerly used from 2 to 3-
inch mesh extension measure in their pound-nets. In 1893 the mesh was about 4
incbes, less than a 4-inch extension mesh is too small for the safety of the fisheries,
as these smail fish are unable to breed and are unsaleable. A 4-inch mesh will allow
a whitefish of 2 pounds and under to pass through. Salmon-trout the same.

There should be a close season to protect all fish at spawning time, and should
be strictly kept.

The big fish dealers and companies should not be allowed to buy fish during the
close season; nor to purchase at any time small, undersized, and immature fish. If

they buy these fish or have them in their possession a heavy penalty should be
inflicted. The fishermen would not catch these small fish at the close time if the

large dealers did not buy them. This would protect the poor fishermen as well as
the fisheries from running out.

Regarding licenses in former years, the fish dealers used to get the licenses.
The fishermen did not get them. The limit should notexceed five pound-nets to a
fisherman if he wants that many, and they should be given to the practical fisher-
men only. It is not fair that large companies or corporations should get the
licenses instead of the regular fishermen. These companies and dealers get these
licenses and sell or transfer them to the poor fishermen, and they sometimes give
them or transfer them to Americans who live in the United States. These licenses
should only be given to resident British subjects, who will use and fish the stations
themselves.

There should be more hatcheries built by the government to help sustain the
fisheries. There is a class of coarse fish which follow the spawning fish and eat a

good many eggs. These coarse fish, such as suekers, &c., are caught with the
whitefish and salmon-trout, and the fishermen let them go again, only keeping the
better kinds; this helps to reduce the supplies of the better kind of fish. There is
io inducement haro to catch those coarse fish, as the dealers won't buy them. In
the United States all these coarso fish bring a fair marketable price, but the dealers
here won't take them, but if they did the fishermen here would catch these coarse
fish; as it is now, they have to throw them back into the water again.

By Mr. Harris.

I fish four pound-nets, I have a hand pile driver. I work it on a small raft with
a 200 pound hammer. C. W. Gauthier used a steam pile driver, but our fishermen
do not. I have no ice-houses or fish-boxes. I have no tug, but hired one this season.
It won't pay to have a big rig of the above kind to fish only four pound-nets. I can
handle my fish on my grounds, but others have to get help. I could furnish all
these things but find it better to sell outright, as I have Only just commenced. I do
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not think I would do as well by taking my fish to Detour, United States as selling
them to dealers here. We get the same here for fish 3ï cents per pound as they get
at Detour, but deliver them right here on our own grounds to the dealers.

The steamers "Atlantic " and " Pacifie " take the fish down to Collingwood.
We sell to Noble Brothers, a Canadian firm. They bave a contract with the Buffalo
Company to furnish about 700 tons a year. I did not fish in August. I took up my
nets that month and set them again the first part of September. I fished in July.
The fish have to be packed in ice all season through. I only know that they go to
a Buffalo Company. I can't tell whether the Nobles are buying wholly for them-
selves or not. I never tried to sell to the Buffalo Company. My pound-nets are set
in 15 miles of water all about Islands. My nearest fishing neighbour is about 2j
miles away. He bas four nets. Some companies used to fish as many as forty
pound-nets, now they cannot do it, as the present fishery officer prevents it. The
outside limit is now, five nets. The company referred to as using forty nets was
C. W. Gauthier's company, now changed to a Detroit company, with Mr. iReeves as
manager. He has sixteen pound-nets and a good quantity of gill-nets. Gill-nets are
fished alongside my fishing, by other parties, Gil]-nets are decreasing in number in
the North Channel, as the fishery is not as good as it was. The other gill-nets catch
the same kinds of tish that I do, except piekerel and sturgeon. All the coarse fish
are thrown back, and the dead ones are cast on gut piles or offal pits on shore.

Our fish dealers want to buy up all of the wbitefish and salmon-trout they can
get here, in order to supply the American market with these better kinds of fish, but
they won't buy our coarse fish. They prefer buying these coarse fish at other places.
They have to supply their market with both kinds, but will only buy the good kinds
from us. Very little fishing is done in winter. There is not much to be made out
of it.

I set my pound-nets out about the 15th of May. My gill-nets are out the lst of
May. The gill-nets are sometimes fished in December for a couple of weeks. My
best catch of whitefish is from the last of June to middle of July. This year the
fishing failed. The months of September and October are the best for salmon-trout.
Only a few are caught in the spring months. I do not know that many small fish
were caught this year. They could not take them very well as the mesh was made
larger. In former years they used 2 or 3-inch mesh. Now it is a 4-inch mesh.
Whitefish vary a little in coming into spawn, most years they come in about the lst
of November. This year a little later, about the 10th November. They won't get
through before the 20th or 25th November. Have not heard of whitefish and
salmon-trout being caught this year as numerously as last, or previous years.

The coarse fish here are pike, mullet, suckers, ling, a few perch, some channel
cats and mudpouts. I do not fish for these coarse fish.

Poor people with large families should be allowed licenses to fish hoop-nets for
themselves. In this way they cculd get some fish for their own use. What I mean
by a hoop-net is one made by a funnel, abouc 10 feet long, and stretched into shape
with several hoops, with a pocket at the small end with wings running out each side
of the first set of hoops. Two of these form a set of hoop-nets, and are set some
distance apart connected by a leader of some length to lead the fish into the nets.

Mr. WILLIAM KIMBALL was duly sworn.

By Mr. Wilmot :
I am a Canadian. I live at Sault Ste. Marie. I am a fisherman, and bave

worked at it for seven years on the Georgian Bay and North Channel.
I use nothing but gill-nets, with mesh of 4½-inch this season. Formerly in the

Georgian Bay I used 4j and 4Ï. I catch trout and whitefish in Lake Superior,
which are the only really marketable fish. I caught whitefish, salmon-trout, pick-
erel and pike in the Georgian Bay.
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The usual size of whitefish in deep water will run 2j to 3 pounds, dressed. The

large whitefish in summer season are not taken plentifully, they will run from 5 to

15 pounds. The smaller kind are more profitable to us, as they are the most numer-
ous. Salnon-tiout run from 2 to 30 pounds. The general average will be about 5

pounds. I setl my fish to the lirm of Ainsworth & Ganley. This company take the
fish at the fishing station, where we deliver them. The prices of trout were 2j, and
whitefish 2¾ cents per pound, all dressed.

Fish, when on the spawning grounds and when spawning, are not as good as at
other times. They are softer and duller at the spawning time. This is aiso the
general opinion amongst ail fishermen and people.

The large whitefish come on the ground to spawn from the 10th to the 20th of
November. Some spawn later-some earlier. The smaller whitefish spawn about
the 20th of November, some may be also later, some earlier. The younger and
smaller whitefish always spawn latest.

The larger run of the salmon-trout, which are the largest fish, come to spawn
about the 15th of October, and leave about the 25th of October. Some of these May

spawn earlier-some later. The smaller salmon-trout (the siscoette) come in after
the larger ones, and won't get through spawnig until the 15th of November.
There are generally speaking two kinds of trout as described. Tbey are ail trout,
they only vary in outward appearance, caused no doubt by the water they are in,
and the food they take. And with regard to their age. When young it could not
be told which class they belong to,

Herring are abundant in Lake Superior. There is no demand for them to make
it worth while to catch them. The herring here are very large, they are a fine fish.
They spawn in November, about the same as the whitefish. The salmon-trout, large
whitefish and herring, come on the reefs and shores to spawn in the fall, viz., in
October and November. The smaller salmon-trout will spawn on reefs out in deep
water from 10 to 15 fathoms.

All fish of the better kinds have fallen off here considerably from what they
were some years ago, caused by over-fishing, killing fish when spawning, catching

the young fish with too small meshes in pots of pound-nets, seining fish on the shore
and throwing dead fish and offal into the water. This used to be done very largely
in former years. It is not now carried on.

There should be proper close seasons to protect fish when spawning. There are
some places which might be reserved altogether, such as the shoal grounds at the
end of Lake Superior, at Batchewana Bay, at Sandy Islands, and at Parisian Island;
these were formerly good spawning grounds. If these places were fully reserved at
spawning time a great benefit would follow. The establishment of a hatchery here
would aiso be of great service to the fishermen, who would assist generally in stock-
ing it with eggs free of cost. I would not say that more licenses should not be
granted, but it is not right to let large American capitalists corne in and make use
of our fisheries; they come here and try to use our fisheries for their purposes.
These companies come with their tugs and want the Canadians to fish with them in
order to get our fish and call them American fish. These companies may buy our
fish, but to allow them to come and catch our fish by underhand means is wrong and
should be stopped. The Americans have got Most of Our pine out of the country,
and are now using our fisheries (through the absorption of some CJanadian companies)
to take our fish away aiso. I use three 30-foot sailing boats, with two men to each
boat. I use from 10,000 to 12,000 yards of net n summer months, a less quantity in
the fall. I took with one boat in 1892, 25 tons of fish, which I sold as fresh and sait
fish. In 1893 I took about 60 tons with my three boats.

I think every means sbould be adopted by the Department of Marine and Fish-
eries to preserve the fisheries for Canadian fishermen, and not allow them to be over-
fished through American influence. Our fisheries should be maintained for our own
people, not for Americans.

If the 5-inch mesh were enforced altogether it would do us much harm. The
5-inch mesh can be used in the fall fishing, but it would not do for summer. Be-
tween the two, say 4Î would be about fair.
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By Mr. Harris:

The large and small whitefish are the same, only they differ somewhat in their
appearance in scales and colours, and in shape somewhat, but I know that most
animals change their appearance at breeding times. I have caught pike, pickerei
and basb. Pickerel are very scarce in the waters of Lake Superior.

The Americans come over with their tugs and employ Canadian fishermen. An
agent of the Booth Company wili buy from Leckie of Toronto a lot of nets. These
nets will be given by this agent to our fishermen, in order that they may be called
Canadian nets. The Canadian gets out the license, but all is actually owned by the
American company, and the fish go into the United States as American fish.

Mr. JOSEPH GANLEY was duly sworn and examined.

By .Mr. Wilmot :
I am a Canadian; one of the firm of Ainsworth & Ganley, dealers, at Sault Ste.

Marie, Ont., but ship from Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan. I reside at Collingwood in
winter and at Sault Ste. Marie in summer. Mr. Aiusworth resided formerly at Cape
Vincent, State of New York. I am a dealer in fish, and have fished during the past
22 years. I fish at the Lizard Island, Lake Superior, at Pilot Harbour, Goulais Bay
and Batchewaning. I use pound-nets and gill-nets; five pound-nets at Lizard Island ;
fish with tug at Pilot Harbour. I use 4-inch mesh in the pots, the tunnels are 4½,
the hearts, 5 inches and leaders 6 inches. My gill-nets are 4½-inch mesh for white-
fish and for big trout I use 6-inch mesh.

I use one tug about 80 feet long, 19 feet beam, 58-60 horse power. I use about
80 boxes of about 600 yards each or 50,000 yards in the water, with about 20 boxes
or 12,000 yards out of the water drying. This is fished from the tug. We fish six
sait boats besides, with about 20 boxes each boat of 600 yards, that is 12,000 each,
otherwise speaking there is between tug and boats in the water at one time 98,000
yards, or about 56 miles of fishing net. W employ on the tug, all told, ten of a crew,
and for each sail boat two men and cook for six boats, in all there are twenty-three
men employed fishing.

I catch salmon-trout and whitefish in the gill.nets. In pound-nets I catch
salmon-trout, whitefish, sturgeon and pickerel, suckers and other coarse fish. The
suckers we dump out again and bury the dead ones. We catch suckers sometimes
to the number of 3,000 or more.

Usually whitetish run about 2j pounds; salmon-trout run about 4 pounds,
dressed. Sturgeon will run about 25 pounds, dressed. Pickerei will run about 2
pounds, undressed. For the above fish we pay about 2j cents per pound in thesurm-
mer, and 3 cents per pound in the fall. We sell the fish in Chicago. Ship them
direct ourselves. All go by boats. We pay no duty on our fish; they go in as
American fish, but all are caught in Canada by Canadian fishermen in Canadian
boats and under Canadian licenses. The actual duty is ï of a cent on Canadian fish
going into the United States, unless got in by some arrangement by which the duty
is taken off.

Fish are not as good in the spawning time as at other times; they are softer
and do not stand transportation as well. Of whitefish there are two kinds. The
large ones run from 8 to 10 pounds; the smaller ones about 2j pounds. The large
fish are called shoal fish, and the others deep water. The shoal whitofish come on
the shoals about the 20th of November in water from 1 to 3 feet deep, and lay their
eggs from the 20th to the last of November, and then go away.

The deep water or small whitefish spawn in water from 20 to 40 fathoms. They
come on about the 5th of Deceinber and spawn about the 20th of December, they
then scatter about.

Of these two kinds of whitetish, the large ones are the most valuable, and will
bring from 2 to 3 cents per pound more than the smaller ones. They are more
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sought for than the small Ones. It would be advisable if a hatchery were built to
use these large whitefish, in stocking it.

The gill-nets used to fish for the large fish is of 6-inch mesh, for the small ones,
4i-inch. The small fish are the most numerous, and are the kind we make our
business out of.

Salmon-trout are of two kinds-one is called shoal or black trout, and come on

the shoals and on reefs and on the shore from the 20th to the 25th of September;

they come to spawn in water from 1 to 3 feet deep, some in the same way as the big
whitefish.

These large trout will run from 7 to 9 pounds, dressed. They remain spawning
until about the 8th of October and leave the shore. These would be the best fish to
breed in the hatcheries. The other or smaller salmon-trout are called deep water
or " pot guts." They come in water from 25 to 40 fathoms to spawn from the 18th
to the 28th of November, after this they scatter away. These fish are more numer-
ous than the others are. It is these that the fishermen depend almost entirely upon
for their business. These bring 1½ cents per pound more than the larger trout. They
will run from about 2¾ to 3 pounds, dressed.

I would recommend a close season for whitefish and salmon-trout, that is for ail
whitefish, and the small deep water trout friom November the 15th to the 1st of
January.

The large salmon-trout, or rock trout, or black trout, called Mackinaw trout,
should have no close season, because we cannot catch them in suimer, and if we
cannot catch them in October or November, when they come on the shores to

spawn, they are no use to us whatever.

If we got a hatchery here the fishermen should be allowed to catch the large
whitefish from the 15th of November to the lst of December.

Whitetish are scarcer than they were in former times. Salmon-trout are the
sane. We have been killing them off, and there are no means of keeping up the

supply by hatcheries or otherwise. The fish that spawn on the shoals near the
shore, fully 95 per cent of the eggs are lost, destroyed by the winds casting them on
shore, and the suckers eat them up, and the eggs laid in the deep water by the

deep water whitefish and trout, are destroyed by the suckers; the large salmon-
trout also eat the young fish.

Over-fishing in certain waters has driven them away. We fished at the Lizard
Island seven years, and the fish were getting scarcer every year, when we gave up
the fishing for three years, and then commenced fishing again, and we found fish

plentiful again; this shows that fish can be caught out of a ground, which if let
alone for a few years will replenish itself.

On general principles it is correct to have spawning seasons for the protection
of fish at spawning time.

There are enough licenses issued at the present time, if more are issued it will
be too much for the waters.

The gill-net is more destructive to the fisheries than the pound-net. In gales
of wind the gill-nets with the fish in them are atl lost. We have twenty-four gill-
nets now in the bottom of the lake. Those nets were set over a month ago, and in
a blow the men were lost going to fish them. These nets would have their average
catch in them at the time, and fish and ail were lost. When you take up a gang of

gill-nets a number of fish will always be found dead, quite a number of fish bloated,
and they burst the net, and drop out dead and remain on the bottom till they rot

away. This is a great cause of fish leaving certain grounds, and bas a certain ten-

dency to destroy a fishery. This does not take place with pound-nets, as the fish
are ail taken out alive, only a few will sometimes be found in the leaders of the

pound-net, but the quantity which die in the gill-nets and are lost is very great.
The present size of the gill-net mesh is 4j inches, and 4 inches in the pot of the

pound-net; these meshes are large enough, a large mesh would affect us injuriously.
I caught about 250 tons of fish in 1892 with our gear. This year there

may be 250 tons. We used a tug in 1893 which allowed us to fish more than in
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1892; of these two-thirds would be trout, next in quantity would be the small white-
fish, next would be sturgeon and pickerel.

Whitefish are the most valuable fish taking them all around, in our waters, and
therefore should receive the greater care and protection, in order that they may
be sustained in the fishery.

We buy fish from about fifteen other fishermen, and also from Indian boats.
The quantity got in this way would amount to about 100 tons, for which we pay
about an average of 2j to 3 cents. We collect them at certain stations where they
deliver them, and we supply them with ice and cars, and men to pack them, and we
take them, and ail our own catch to Chicago, consigned to wholesale dealers, the
principal one is Messrs. Booth & Company. We could not establish our own agency
to send fish in a profitable way, as the other dealers are too strong for us to com-
pete with. The trade is all in their hands.

These dealers say that their own fishermen furnish them with fish in November,
from their waters, when they cannot get them from Canadian waters.

It is well known that the Americans fish with their tugs and nets in our waters
generally, and they fish in our waters in the close seasons, when we are forbidden
to do so, and they are inclined to laugh at us when they are fishing. With the pro-
tective powers at hand this illegal fishing by the Americans cannot be stopped, the
only way is to provide additional means by cruisers to stop this. The present
system by row and sail boats is quite useless, as no officer can check it by this
means. These tugs are generally speedy crafts, some of them will run 14 miles an
hour.

We complain of the differences of the fee on licenses, it should be universal.
Now, the fee of $10 for sail-boats, and $50 for tugs in Lake Superior is charged,
whilst in Georgian Bay and Lake Huron the fee for boats is $5, and $25 for tugs,
and the season of Lake Superior is shorter by two months than in the other waters,
and more subject to storms.

We would not be content to fish with a larger mesh than 4 inches in the pot,
and I do not think that the men so far down as the Algoma mills would fish with
less than a 4-inch mesh in the pots. I fish pound-nets in from 35 to 80 feet of water.
I could fish a pound-net in 100 feet of water. As between the pound-not and the
gill-net, if I had to give up one or the other, I would give up the pound-net. The
gill-net gives a steadier supply of fish during the season. We catch on an average
the same sized fish equally in both nets. The largo whitefish spawn on the shore,
and the small ones out in deep water, 30 or 40 fathoms. The small whitefish do not
come where our pound-nets are set. This applies to salmon-trout also. I am
informed by Mr. Bauset, of Ottawa, that I was not allowed to fish pound-nets around
the Lizard Islands. My pound-nets are set so that the run of fish'towards the reefs
and the islands would not be interfered with and caught. Gill-nets can be fished
by following the fish, and can be set anywhere. This gives the gill-nets a great
advantage. If the two kinds of fish which I have described, which frequent different
depths of water, are found to be the same fish only difforent in size, I would still
want to use both pound-nets and gill-nets to catch them; in which case I would
enlarge my gill-net mesh accordingly. This will never take place, as the small sized
whitefish never grow any larger.

The nearest pound-nets to my nets is forty six miles east of mine. To the west,
the nearest one is eighty miles. The lake is about forty-five miles wide from Lizard
Island to Whitefish Point.

We would not be content to fish with a 5-inch mesh in the gill-nets. The
majority of the fishermen would not fish them.

We soli in Chicago to any dealer. I think we could have a botter chance if the
duty was off. On account of Chicago getting fish from Lake Michigan and a large
portion of Lake Superior, they may not depend on the Canadian supply, yet they
buy largely from Canadian waters. I do not know of any Canadian agents who buy
or deal in fish in the United States. The Booth Company, of Chicago, a large
American C.ompany, are now going to establish their fishery business at Michipicoten,
on the Canadian side of Lake Superior.
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It is advisable for the department to put up a hatchery at this place, as
the conveniences are very great, and it would greatly please the fishermen and
improve our fisheries, which now need most careful husbandry to keep them up.
There is every facility for getting an unlimited supply of eggs of salmon-trout and
whitefish here. The Corporation would furnish both site and water free. The
fishermen would supply the eggs gratis.

Fish under 1. pounds we seli as No. 2, the difference in value is about one-
eighth less.

Mr. ANGUS McLEOD was duly sworn and examined.

By Mr. Wilnot:

I am a Sceotchman. Live in Sault Ste. Marie. Have fished for the past 7 years
on Lake Superior. Have fished on the north shore of Lake Superior between Bat-
chewaning and Otter Head, have an experience of 100 miles of the north shore. I
use gill-nets wholly, with meshes of 4Î and 4J inches. I use the 4½-inch mesh for the
smaller sized whitefish which run from 1½ to 2J pounds when dressed. I believe
these fish do not grow any larger. They are just the same fish as the larger ones
only differ slightly in shape. A stranger would not discern the difference. I use the
4¾-inch mesh fer the larger whitefish, and salmon-trout.

I have one sail boat of 33 feet keel, worked by two men, Sometimes three. I use
about 20 boxes of net, each box is 600 yards, in ail about 12,000 yards. About one-
fourth out ail the time mending and cleaning; the rest is in the water. I seit my
fish to the Ainsworth and Ganley Company. One a Canadian, the other an American.
The Company corne for my fish with tugs to the station, where we deliver them. I
deliver them dressed, and the company packs then in ice and ships them in fish cars
as fresh fish. We got this year at Pilot Harbour 21 cents a pound for trout and 2î
cents for whitefish, this ends my transaction with the company. The usual weight
and size of whitetish caught is about 2J pounds and the trout will run about 2î
pounds each, this is dressed weight. They will run about J pound more before
cleaning. Fish are as good at spawning time as at any other time. Fish are more
dull and stupid when spawning than at other times. Whitefish come on the shoals
and shore about the 25th of November to lay their eggs, and go back to deep water.

Sainon-trout come in for this purpose about the lst of November. They thon
lay their eggs during some ten days, and they go back to deep water, so that I do
not catch thern. Thon salmon-trout and whitefish come to the shore at this time
to lay their eggs. They are not found there at any other time of the year.

Fish may be a little less numerous here than they were years ago. This may
be occasioned by catching them and not putting any in the water to replace those
we catch. If hatcheries were established it would be a means of keeping up the
supply. A fishery will be decreased by our fishing and catching them when spawn-
ing. A 1½ pound fish is marketable, and brings the sane price as the larger ones.
The proportion of the 1½ pound fish is smali indeed, but if caught numerously it
would injure the fishery.

It is advisable that close seasons should be established to protect fish at their
spawning times, both in the interests of the country at large, and more particularly
of the fishermen.

Any man should be permitted to get a license to fish if he obeys the law
relating to fisheries. With my net, in 1892, I got about 23 tons; in 1893 about 28
tons with samo boats and same amount of nets. Most fish caught were trout,
about two-thirds, next wore whitefish.

Whitefish are the best fish and most valuable, and therefore should receive
the greatest protection to keep them up in our waters.

American fishermen, across the narrow neck of the lake, come into our waters
during close season and take our fish while we are prohibited by our laws. This
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should be stopped as it is a great wrong inflicted upon us. Every effort should be
made to stop this unlawful and harassing work by the Americans.

By Mr. Harris:
The large whitefish will not gill in our gill-nets, but they will go into the

pound-nets. These fish will run from 8 to 14 pounds, the largest one I have seen is
18 pounds. The smallest of these big run of whitefish would be about 6 pounds.
Have seen lots smaller, but cannot say that they were the sane fish. These large
fish and the smaller ones are the same fish. When the two kinds get to be about
the same size, that is about 9 pounds, no one can tell whether they belong to the big
sized fish or the smaller sized fish.

I would like to see the American plan of fishing at any time and in any way
introduced, and if we had hatcheries we could keep up the supply.

It is unfair to our fishermen in Lake Superior to pay $10.00 for our gill-net
license when the Georgian Bay and Lake Huron fishermen pay only 85.00. The
license should be equal.

I cannot pay for twine and carry on my fishing with 6,000 yards of net. It is
too little, neither could I fish with any profit with a 5-inch mesh.

In explanation to my statement that when trout spawn from the lst to the 10th
of November, I meant the deep water siscoe trout at the time. The big salmon-
trout come on the shore the last ten days of November to spawn. The American
Government send men to collect eggs from the fish on the Canadian side. I saw
them gettiig eggs about the 15th of October, but the eggs are not ripe then. They
stayed there about ten days. He got a few salmon-trout eggs, he had no permission
to do this, he got them from my fishery and tok them away. The fish were caught
on my ground. The Americans stripped the fish and carried the eggs away.

Mr. JAMES GARRATT was duly sworn and examined.

By Mr. Wilmot :
I am a Canadian; I reside at Sault Ste. Marie; am a fisherman; I have fished

on Lakes Superior, Huron and Michigan for the past thirteen years; also on Baie de
Chaleur. I have fished for the past eight years in Lake Superior.

I fished on the north shore of Lake Superior, from Michipicoten to Otter Head.
I used gill-nets of 45 or 50 twine, mesh 4j inches. Have used a larger mesh of 5
inches. I brought the 5-inch meash net from Lake Huron. This mesh did not
answer. The Lake Superior men were using the 41-inch mesh. The fish were a
little snaller in Lake Superior than Lake Huron.

I caught whitefish and trout. The usual size of whitefish, 2½ pounds. Trout
ran up to 2Î to 3 pounds, both dressed. I sold my fish to S. H. Davis & Co.,
Plummer & Co., and Ainsworth & Ganley. Al the dealers come to my station for
them with their tugs, and pay from 1¾ to 2j cents per pound for both kinds of fish,
dressed. Since the competition arose between these dealers I got 2j cents per
pound, all round, dressed. The only company now buying here is Ainsworth &
Ganley. Ainsworth lives on the American side all the time, and Ganley lives both
on the Canadian and American sides. Their headquarters for business is at Sault
Ste. Marie, on, the American side. The fish are generally packed when bought from
the fishermens' stations, put in the fish cars, iced, and carried to the American aide
of Sault Ste. Marie. There is a Canadian company dealing in fisb on the Canadian
side, but they do not come up to where I fish. I never noticed any difference in the
quality of fish when spawning from any other time.

Whitefish come on the reefs and shoals to spawn about the 20th of November.
Some earlier, sone later. They remain spawning about two weeks, then go out to
deep water.

118

A. 189356 Victoria.



Ontario Fishery Commission.

Salmon-trout begin to corne in to spawn about the same time as whitefish. But
there is a larger kind called rock trout, which corne in earlier than the others
referred to.

The whitefish and salmon-trout corne to the shoals and shore only for spawning
purposes. They do not remain long. We don't catch them there except in the fal.

Fish are not as plentiful now as when I first began to fish. When I left off
fishing in 1884 on Lake Huron, at Alpena, the fish were very scarce from so many
tu s and boats fishing. I thon came to Lake Michigan, and fished there two and a
ha f years, when the fish got pretty well cleaned out. I then came up to Lake

Superior, on the Canadian side, whore I have been fishing since. I found pretty
good fishing, and didpretty well, and since thon, the fishing in the summer has
fallen off considerably, but not so much in the fall, as the filsh corne closer together
in smaller compass in the fall, as they are then on the reefs and shoals spawning.

The cause of the falling off at Alpena, was the fishing by numerous tugs and
nets, and no protection of fish at the spawning time; no regulation in regard to size
of meshes, and the fish became almost fishied out. Thetugs and fishermen left there
and went to Lake Michigan, and we all came up to Lake Superior to try our luck.

If the same over-fishing at all times is done in Lake Superior, the same falling
off in the fisheries must follow.

The way to keep the fisheries up is to have proper close seasons, to have
hatcheries, and to keep to a proper sized mesh, which should not be less than 4½
inches for gill-nets.

I know nothing of pound-nets as compared with gill-nets.
I use one boat, thirty feet keel, worked by two mon. I use about twenty nets

of 600 yards each, in all about 12,000 yards. I keep the whole of this net in the
water, except to lift up fish, and mend. I set my nets as early as the ice will let
me. I fish right on till the close season. With about two nets less in 1892, I got
about 26 tons; in 1893, with twenty nets got 29 tons. Whitefish were the most,
the trout next; the whitefish overrun the trout by 5 or 6 tons in the season. White-
fish are the most valuable fish for the fishermen.

From what I have heard since the hatchery was established at Alpena, the
fisheries are showing better than when I was there. For this reason I would recom-
mend a hatchery for this place.

Mr. JOSEPH WILSON was duly sworn and examined.

By Mr. Wilmot:
I reside at Sault Ste. Marie since 1843. Have been fishery Overseer for upwards

of twenty-five years, now retired from service; have been Customs officer also dur-
ing the past forty-three years; am intimately acquainted with the fisheries here
generally; have always taken a great interest in the protection and preservation of
the fisheries.

The nets used in former years were gill-nets of about 4j to 5-inches mesh,
extension measure, these were the Hudson Bay nets, and fishing was then com-
mon, without any law or restriction. When I received the appointment from the
department, regulations were then established and put in force, only gil-nets were
used, no pound-nets then. Whitefish and trout were the only fish then sought for.
These fish were numerous then. The Hudson Bay Company would bring down at
times as many as 500 barrels of these fish salted, each barrel of 300 pounds. Fish
could be taken then everywhere, and in every manner easily. The whitefish ran
in those days from 8 to 20 pounds. Salmon-trout from 12 to 24 pounds. This
sized fish prevailed at that time.

The market at that time was wholly on the American side. The demand was
not great at that time; if it had been, en unlimited supply could have been obtained.
Fish were sold at about S6 per barrel, full weight.
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When I left the office, now two or three years ago, there was a great change in
the state of the fisheries; the fishing had become very extensive; the fishermen,
and the fishing gear, in the way of improved boats and nets, had grown wonderfully.
The fisheries in Georgian Bay have been injured by over-fishing, with too many nets,
boats, &c. As much as 500 miles of net were used there. The use of the small
thread gill-nets came into play, which was more destructive thau the former larger
twine. The pound-nets were indiscriminately used in Lake Huron and Georgian
Bay. The meshea in the pots were all small. There were no regulations as to size.
Illegal fishing was carried on in some cases. Where there were ten nets duly
licensed they would fish double the number or more; this came under my observa-
tion, more particularly on the north side of Manitoulin Island, between Clapperton
Island and Little Current. This excessive fishing was carried on by C. W. Gauthier,
from whom i seized more than double the number of nets he had license for. These
were pound-nets. I brought these nets with tugs up to the Sault, with the view of
selling them as they were confiscated. Mr. Bauset, then the acting officer in the
department, took special objection to me for seizing these nets, and accused me of
taking too severe action against Gauthier. This officer then ordered me to return
these nets to Gauthier, upon the latter simply paying the expenses of the seizure.
The consequence was Mr. Gauthier commenced fishing there again. This gave a
general latitude to fish illegally, and to violate the fishery laws by all fishermen
when they saw this return of illegal nets by authority from the department; my
authority was taken away from me on the score of protection, and my usefulness
was done with from that date. The consequence bas been that the fisheries have
suffered most severely ever since. When this tampering with the regulations was
known and permitted by the department, it was taken advantage of throughout my
division.

The close season for whitefish to preserve them properly should be during the
month of November, and that for salmon-trout should be earlier, commencing in
October.

There should be close seasons for all kinds of fish at their spawning times, and
it should be enforced against the Indian as well as the white man. The killing of
the parent fish at this time means extermination of the fisheries sooner or later.
Fish when spawning should not be used, as they are in an untit state as wholesome
food, the flesh is deteriorated, they become soft and flabby, they do not cure well,
they are, in fact, quite unmarketable as compared with other times. I think it most
imperative to preserve the present declining fisheries, that the close season-
should be thoroughly enforced, and that the nets should have a sufficiently large
mesh as not to allow the small and immature fish to be taken, and that excessive and
over-fishing should be stopped by roducing the number of licenses and the quantity
of yards of net now used. This is causing great destruction to the fisheries. To re-
cuperate the present state of the fisheries the above statements and conditions should
be immediately enforced.

By Mr. Harris:
If the fishermen could fish their nets anywhere they liked the whole 500 miles

would be covered with nets. Wherever the fishermen found the fish, there they all
went in a body with their nets to catch them, this was in the Georgian Bay. Li-
censes were then issued in Lake Huron and Georgian Bay without any limit to
quantity of yards of nets, nor size of mesh. The Georgian Bay fishermen fished
wherever they pleased.

It is much easier to watch pound-nets, than gill-nets, any competent overseer
should be able to watch pound-nets and prevent illegal fishing. It is very difficult
to watch gill-nets. Pound-nets take all fish, coarse and better kinds. Pike and
pickerel will feed on the young of all kinds of tish. The rough fish should be caught
as well as the finer kinds, this would be beneficial to the fisheries. If the American
can furnish twine he will do so, if he can better himself. If the Canadian could do
it without the American, be would do so. The Canadian fisherman as a general rule
cannot afford to send bis fish to the American market unless he fishes upon a large
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scale, or is under the wink of American capitalista. The Americans have done the
carrying trade as well as furnished the supplies to Canadian fishermen.

To regulate our fisheries and keep pace with the Americans, an export duty
should be put upon the American capital taking the fish out of the country, as at
the present time the Americans draw the greatest benefits from our fisheries, they
make us pay a duty, and we should make them pay it also until they allow free
traffic in fish into their country. Speckled trout should be prohibited from going
ont of the country altogether.

Mr. WILLIAM McLEOD was duly sworu and examined.

By Mr. Wilmot:

I am a Scotchman, I live at Sault Ste. Marie. I have been a fisherman for
some twenty years. Have fished in lakes Huron and Superior. My particular
limit has been at Pilot harbour for the past two years.

I use gill-nets wholly of 4ý-inch mesh, have never fished a less mesh, and have
found it answer my purpose, and I do as well with it as those that fish a 4½-inch
mesh. This mesh catches a smaller fish and it is harder on the fishery. I think
a 5-inch mesh is too large, as it would cripple me a good deal in My present catch.
I use No. 50 three-cord twine. I tan my nets about once a month to keep them
from rotting. This webb costa $2.10 per pound. In the 41-inch mesh No. 46 and
50 and 60 two cord. The No. 3 cord 50, is the right cord to catch the larger fish
and will last longer than No. 2 cord 50. The finer corda, such as No. 60 two cord
may be more killing and likely to catch smaller fish, and the No. 2 45 and 50 is more
killing, that is for the smaller fish. The very fine twine, No. 2 40, 50 and 60 ieces-
sarily becomes more killing as it is so much finer, and is therefore more likely to
overfish a fishery. The finer the twine tho greater killing power it has, and if to
the finer twine is added a smaller mesh it seriously affects a fishery. I am content
to fish with a 4¾-inch mesh with No. 50 three cord twine, and I think it answers for
general purposes for the present fishermen. I catch whitefish and trout. The
usual size of my whitefish will average 2½ pounds dressed, and the salmon-trout
will average 2 pounde dressed, but the large rock trout, which come in September
and October, wil run up to an average of 7 pounds. They are the large spawning
fish, and are only taken when they are on the shoals in these months. They come
right on the beach on the shore on the rocky bottom, These are the trout which
are called by various names, such as rock trout, black trout, red trout, yellow fins,
mochers. These mochera are what may be called the overgrown ones of the trout
race, running up to 30, 40 and 45 pounds, these are the giants of their race and are
caught in the summer time in twenty and thirty fathoms and more. They gener-
ally follow the whitefish runs.

I sell all my fish for about 2j cents per pound. These large black or rock trout
do not bring as much by half a cent. They are only caught late in the fall when
coming in to spawn.

I sell my fish to Ainsworth and Ganley at a fishing station, when they bring
their tugs to carry away fish. They ice and pack the fish in fish cars, and pay us
the prices mentioned on delivery at the station. This conpany take their fish direct
to the American Sault and ship to different cities in the United States.

Fish are not in as good condition at the spawning time as earlier, they are
softer, and they sour sooner, and do not carry as well.

Whitefish come in from the deep water about the 18th of November, and keep
laying their eggs tit the end of the month. Salmon-trout come on the shoala from
the 25th of September to the middle of October, and later sometimes, they come to
Jay their eggs and then go away again. In Southampton, Lake Huron, they remain
in tilt oarly in November to spawn. 2
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Whitefish and salmon-trout only come in from deep water to lay their eggs.
Herring are here in considerable numbers, they are not caught, as there is not at
present any market for them. Do not know when they spawn.

Salmon-trout and whitefish have fallen off largely both in Lake Huron, and in
Lake Superior during my time of fishing, and whitefish have fallen off in a much
greater degree than salmon-trout. The cause of the great falling off I attribute to
excessive fishing which has been practiced by using too many nets, too many boats,
and improvements in fishing gear and expertness in fishing the water, using finer
twine and nets of ail kinds. Greater catching is made to supply the great demand
in the market for fish, particularly by the American dealers, and if not stayed will
reach such a point very soon, as to ruin the fishing trade for the fishermen. The
remedies to prevent this total destruction will be the enforcement of the proper
close seasons, regulation of the meshes of the nets to a proper size, and generally
give greater guardianship to the fisheries, and establish hatcheries to help the natural
reproduction of fish. In my experience as a fisherman, if this is not done, and
quickly too, the waters will soon be fished out. Leases of fishing-grounds should
not be given, but licenses should be given to any fisherman wanting to fish, but he
should be a British subject and resident fisherman in the county or district in which
he intends to fish. It is not right to allow American dealers or American com-
panies to come into our country and hire our fishermen to take out licenses for them
in order to secure the fish so caught. No license should be granted to the fishermen
if they should work in this underhand way to benefit the American dealers. Our
fishermen may sell their fish as much as they like, but to sell themselves, and the
Government licenses to benefit the American dealers should not be allowed if possible
to prevent it. This system, I have no doubt, has been carried on, and some of the
day's labour fishermen act under it to the disadvantage of the regular resident fisher-
man, who depends upon his fishing for his living and the support of bis family.

I use one boat 34 feet keel, and employ two men, and fish fifteen boxes of net
this year of 600 yards, in ail, about 9,000 yards. I keep them in the water during
the fishing season, only taking the nets out to clean and tan. In 1892 I fished about
twenty-five boxes of 600 yards, or 15,000 yards, which took about twenty-three tons
of fish, and 1893 about fifteen tons. Salmon would be in the greatest numbers,
about two-thirds, and whitefish the other third.

I would recommend that the present quantity of nets should not be reduced,
and that two men boats should be allowed to fish up to 10,000 yards of net. That a
three men boat should be allowed to fish 15,000 yards, and that a tng should not
exceed 25,000 yards, and the fees for ail licenses should be equal. Our fees are
S10.00 for a boat; in the Georgian Bay the fee is only $5.00. The mesh of the nets
if changed from the present size, should not be made to exceed 4î inches. There
should be a hatchery built here to help the fisheries.

By Mr. Harris:
These large mocher trout are not caught in the pound-nets but the ordinary

large black trout are. I cannot say how you could get hold of or find out the per-
sons who work into the hands of the Americans in the way of getting licenses from
the department.

Mr. THOMAS H. TRETHEWAY was duly sworn and examined.

By Mr. Wilmot :
I am an Englishman. Reside at Marnaise, Algoma. I am a mining engineer,

have been sailing the lakes for many years and conversant with the fisheries gener-
ally since 1865.

I know gill-nets to measure 4½ inches in the mesh, if actually kept up to it it
is about the right thing.
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Sturgeon, pickerel, whitefish, and trout are the principal commercial fish.
Whitefish will stand firsi, next trout, then sturgeon and pickerel. Fish are almost
all sold to American dealers. The current price paid to fishermen is from 2 to 3
cents.

American boats come and take the fish away to Duluth from Port Arthur. Fish
from the east end of the lake are generally shipped by steamers to Sault Ste. Marie.
Boats are both American and Canadian. Fisb are not as good for the table or any
other purpose at spawning time as at other times, they are more soft and flabby.
Whitefish approach, and come on the shores during the month of November to lay
their eggs, sorme earlier, some will come in in October.

Salmon-trout come in foi' the same purpose about the 15th of October; these
are called red trout, somewhat larger than the ordinary trout. The colouring is
somewhat different in appearance. They are nevertheless the true salmon-trout.
These fish give good trolling sport. have known as many as 50 and 60 caught in one
day before breakfast, this was at Jarvis Island, about 30 miles west of Port Arthur.
They are not near as numerous as they were. It would be almost impossible to
catch these fish now, they are getting less all the while.

There was a time, about 1880, when salmon-trout and whitefish were so numerous
that they could be caught with half a net near the shore. With two or three of
these pieces, it was usual to catch 400 or 500 pounds at a lift. At the present time
they have to go miles farther out, with a great deal more net, and get a much less
quantity of fish. Fish, generally speaking, throughout the north shore of Lake
Superior, are very much less in quantity than they were sorne years ago; even with
the increased quantity of nets, and with more fishing now carried on. Fish have
ail fallen off very much, caused largely by the use of the small meshed nets in
p ound, and gill-nets, until of late when the size of the meshes have been increased.
Lt is most injurions to the fisheries to allow the young and immature fish to be killed.
I have seen many hundreds of tons of these young fish caught and thrown away at
the docks, and on the shores. These decaying fish are very injurious to the fisheries.
It pollutes the water to snch an extent that it was difficuit to get good water to
drink at some of the docks. The dead fish were stinking all along the shores.
Offal was also dumped from the boats when cleaning fish. I have seen this done
myself, and another cause lias been the habit of killing fish at the spawning time.
This is most injurions and most ruinous to the fishery. This custom is largely
followed on the American side, where they do not protect fish by close season.

As an illustration,I was coming over the lake on the 6th instant, on a Canadian
boat which was carrying the fishermen and their apparatus to be put away for the
winter; and, close to the boundary on the American side, the American fishermen
were busily engaged in fishing without any hindrance whatever, with two large tugs
with their rigs. It is most desirable that some joint action should be made between
the two countries for regulations as to the meshes to be used and the close season
to be observed. It would be advisable to have some of the waters reserved wholly
from fishing during the whole season, that is the whole year, excepting during the
winter months, when fishermen might find fish for the markets; the summer being
reserved for breeding and feeding purposes and growth. These places on Lake
Superior would be Thunder Bay, part of Nepigon Bay, Batchewana Bay, and Gallows
Bays. If these bays were so set aside it would be found to be greatly in the inter-
ests of the fishermen, and would -sustain the fisheries for the present and the
future, whereas at present from the over-fishing in those parts the fish have become
very scarce.

It is unfair that the former leases should be taken from some fishermen after
they have occupied the ground so long and liyed and fished there. Licenses are
now granted only to these fishermen. These lessees had at that time exclusive
rights against ail others to fish within these limits. There are not many of them,
but it is a grievance to dispossess them after occupying the grounds from ten to
forty years.

Our Mining Company leased in this way the Silver Inlet fisheries, not to fish
it, but to protect it against other fishermen. My statements are based upon obser-
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vations made by myself when travelling up and down and around the lakes, when I
have seen the matters referred to plainly, and I am quite satisfied that the time has
come to put a stop to this improper work, otherwise our fisheries must soon come to
an end.

1 am also impressed with the importance of establishing hatcheries to assist
nature in sustaining our fisheries.

To protect this large expanse of fishing water the inspector should be provided
with the necessary means to doso. The use of sail boats alone are notsufficient, but
more speedy means of covering the fishing grounds should be had in the way of
steam power. It is impossible for an officer to cover this large fishing area. It has
been the habit for illegal fishing to be carried on at one place while the officer would
be in another carrying out his duties.

By Mr. Harris:
I have been very much among the fishermen since 1865; watched their opera-

tions; in fact, could not help but do so. Some of the fishermen have evinced a desire
to protect the fish, especially the resident fishermen. A portion have nootherobject
than to catch all they can irrespective of consequences.

There are two kinds of whitefish; one is smaller, one is larger. They are quite
different, as between two grades of cattle; that is, as between an Ayrshire and a
Devon cow; do not know whethor the two kinds of whitefish will breed together or
not. The larger come in and spawn earlier in the season and breed together. The
smaller kind breed together later in the season; they breed in shallow water from 3
to 12 feet; I know that myself. I have seen no distinctive difference in either of
these fish when young; could not recognize any difference, not having paid special
attention. The small kind run from 2j to 5 pounds, the larger ones from 5 to 16
pounds. I do not know what becomes of the young of these large whitefish when
they are about 2 te 2j pounds.

I mean by winter months, January, February, March and part of April. This
would be the time in wbich the fish could be taken on the suggested reserved
grounds. The fish to be caught then would be whitefish, trout and all kinds. These
reserved grounds would have pickerel, perch, pike, suckers, and general run of coarse
fish, besides the salmon-trout and whitefish. The coarse fish live on the young of
other fish; whitefish, I think. do not. Sturgeon and suckers are spawn-eaters, but
not eaters of young fish. AU fish may be caught during the winter on these reserved
grounds; the grounds referred to are breeding-grounds as well as feeding-grounds.

Mr. JAMES GAULEY was duly sworn and examined.

By Mr. Wilmot:
I am a Canadian; I reside at Sault Ste. Marie; I have been a fisherman for the

past 15 years; I have fished Georgian Bay, North Channel and Lake Superior.
I fish under a license for Lake Superior; I fish gill-nets; size of mesh, 4 i nches;

I have fished a 5-inch mesh in Lake Superior for the large trout in the fali; I use a
41-inch mesh at Lizard Island for whitefish and trout, principally the smaller or
deep-water trout. I sell my fish to Ainsworth & Ganley, at my station, about 80
miles up; they call in their tugs for them, pack them in ice and put in cars; I get 3
cents a pound all round for dressed fish; the fish go to the Sault, then to Chicago,
Cleveland, Port Huron and Buffalo. When the large or rock trout come in late in
the fall, there is a small reduction in the value, only getting for them from 21 te 2j
cents per pound; the larger the fish the less the price; these fish do not sell as well
in the market; the entrails, spawn, head and other parts are greater in the large
fish, and consequently we lose more.

At the spawning tirne fish are always softer and clammier than at other times;
they sour much quicker; in fact, they are not in as good condition before as after
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spawning; whitefish first come in about the 20th of November and seek their spawn-
ing grounds and lay their eggs up to the 10th of December, and then leave for deep
water. These fish, however, are not caught in the summer months; they areby far
the largest fish, running from 5 to 12 pounds; average, about 7 pounds.

The other, smaller, whitefish come in about the middle of December and lay
their eggs during a couple of weeks, when they go off the shore.

Salmon-trout or black trout, begin to corne to the shores at Lizard Island about
the 25th of October and lay their eggs from that time till about the 5th of Novern
ber, they then go away and we dor't see them in the summer months, not unti-
the following autumnn again. Salmon-trout, the smaller kind, begin to come fromi
deep water about.the 18th of December and lay their eggs till the end of the month
then they go away and we catch them during the summer months in the greatest
numbers.

All these fish, salmon-trout and whitefish come out of the deeper water to
spawn as above described. These fish are not caught on their spawning grounds at
any other time.

Herring are abundant. We do not use them or catch them. Pickerel spawn
in the spring. Fish have fallen off in these waters to a great extent, both salmon-
trout and whitefish. The grounds are over-fished to supply the great demand for
fish. This would be one of the causes for falling off.

The fish eggs are largely consumed by other fish. This, with too much fishing
bas brought down the standard of fish here. There should be close seasons to
protect fish at the spawning time, and there should be hatcheries to assist the
natural production. This would be a good situation for a hatchery. Eggs could
easily be got here, the fishermen would give them free, the best of water could be
had here, and the town bas offered a free site for the building.

Licenses might be issued to any extent if this additional fostering were
allowed.

I use three boats and pay $10 for a license for each boat, about 30 feet keels,
two men to each boat, and use about 12,000 yards of net to each boat. I keep all
this net in the water from the beginning to the end of the season, except when
lifting them up with the fish, mending and cleaning, this is done about once a month.
I would suggest that the licenses granted be the same for us as to those fishing in
the Georgian Bay, namely $5.00, and the mesh coitinued at 4½ inches, and the close
season to run from the 15th of November until the end of the month.

Mr. MICHAEL NEVILLE was duly sworn and examined.

By Mr. Wilmot:
I am an Irishman, I live at the Sault, I have been a fisherman for the past ten

years in Georgian Bay, and Lake Superior. I have fished, principally 'n Lake
Superior, for the past eight years, principally at Lizard Island, on my own account.
I fish with gill-nots of 4j and 4j-inch mesh. The smallOr mesh is mostly used in
the summer months to catch whitefish, and smaller salmon-t.out. I use both meshes
also in the fall. I catch whitefish and trout and sell them at an average of 2j
cents per pound. We cannot get as much for the large fall trout called shoal trout,
(black trout) as we do for the others. I get about 2 to 21 cents for these, they are
not as saleable as the others. This is all for dressed fish. Average weight of shoal
trout is about 7 pounds, the small or summer trout about 21 pounds. The average of
whitefish is about 2j pounds all dressed.

When cleaning the large salmon-trout and whitefish they are full of eggs, some
ready to lay, some are hard, some are soft. This would be from the 25th of Sep-
tember till the middle of October. On opening the whitefish we find them fuil o?
eggs and ripen from the 25th of November to the 15th of December, this is the large
-whitefish. In the smaller whitefish the eggs are ripe in them from the 1st to the
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20th of December. These dates would show as nearly as possible the time in which
the fish lay their eggs.

Herring are very plentiful, but we don't fish for them. I do not know when
they lay their eggs.

Fish were pretty plentiful when I first began to fish in the Georgian Bay, but
when I left there, they were getting very scarce. I then came up here. When I
fished here first, the fish were about double the quantity they are now. The fish
have also fallen off in size. This applies to salmon-trout, and whitefish both. Then
15 boxes of net were used, now we have to use 20 and get no more fish, and it won't
pay now even with that increased quantity of nets. We used then 4j tb 41-inch
mesh nets, and we now use 4ý.

The increased fishing with too many nets bas brought down the supply; the
greater demand in the markets here caused greater exertions to be made by the
fishermen to catch the fish, and no supply has been put in the water to keep them
up, fishery protection is therefore demanded, and we want hatcheries also to keep
up the natural production.

The pound-net fish are generally alive when taken out, but it is generally set
in shallow water which is warmer, and they are therefore softer, and won't stand
the carrying as well. Gill-nets will sometimes lose some fish as fresh fish, but they
can be salted and sold as well There is a certain amount of the gill-net fish which
die and have to be put in the gut-tubs. This is more particularly at stormy times
in September and October.

I use one boat. Licqnse $10.00. Size 30 feet keel. Two men work it. I use
about 18 boxes of nets of 600 yards, in all 10,800. Fish all of them through the
whole season, except when cleaning, tanning, etc. We have to tan them once a
month.

I caught about 17 tons this year. I was not fishing in 1892 here. I fished at
Squaw Island, Georgian Bay, in 1890 and 1892. Our license should be reduced to
$5.00, the same as Georgian .Bay. The mesh should be 4j inches, and the close
season should be only 15 days with the same amount of nets we now use.

By Mr. Harris:
I fished in Georgian Bay, Byng Inlet, in 1883 and 1884, then left to come up

here.

Mr. FRANK SCOTT was duly sworn and examined.

By Mr. Wimot:
I am a Canadian. I live at the Sault. I have been a fisherman for the past

20 years. Have fished in Georgian Bay, and Lake Superior. Also Lake Winnipeg,
Manitoba. I fished at Otter Head in 1893. I fished with gill-nets of 4½-incb mesh.
In former years I have used 5-inch mesh, but since I have found out that 4j will
catch.more fish but smaller fish.

A whitefish of 1½ pounds and more will readily pass through a 4-inch mesh,
any larger than that would be caught.

A salmon-trout of l pounds would pass through a 4kinch mesh in the nets
and whitefish of same weight. I have sold my fish lately to Ainsworth and Ganley.
They take them at the station where I deliver my fish. They pack and ice then
at their expense, and they pay me 2j cents for whitefish and from 2 to 2* cents for
trout all dressed. They take them away with their tugs to the American Sault.
They are the principal dealors here. The female fish are not in as good condition
when spawning as at other times. They are somewhat softer and more slimy, this
applies to all fish at the breeding time.

Whitefish generally come in from the 18th to the 20th of November, and
remain until the 10th or 12th of December, and then go away. They are then done
spawning. They go away, and we do not catch them till spring.
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Salmon-trout usually come on the shores and reefs, and begin to spawn about
the 5th of October, and keep on for about three weeks. They then go off to deep
water again. In fact salmon-trout and whitefish only come on the shores and shal-
lows at the above time for spawning purposes, as they are not found there at other
times. In each of the above cases whitefish and salmon-trout may spawn a little
earlier or a little later.

Herring are very thick, but we do not fish for them; there is no market. I do
not know when they spawn. Fish have generally fallen off quite a lot in My expe-
rience. About twenty years ago fish were much more abundant; we could earn
better wages and more money with half the amount of nets then, than we use now.
This applies particularly to salmon-trout and whitefish. We then fished with 4Î and
as high as 5-inch mesh, with only about half the amount of net that we do now, and
on an average the fish put on the market then were larger than now. There was
not sq large a fresh fish market then, a good many were salted.

I assign as the causes of the falling off of the fisheries, that they have been
caught too numerously, more than the fish could keep up by natural reproduction.
Too much fishing-too many nets and fishing through the whole spawning time. In
fact they were not protected to any extent tili of late, the consequence is that we
now feel the reduced catch very severely. There should be some means instituted
to resuscitate these fisheries if possible to do so. To have proper close seasons, for
the spawning of fish, thoroughly kept. Illegal fishing of ail kinds should be pre-
vented. Proper sized meshes in nets should be enforced. The natural methods of
producing should be aided by hatcheries and artificial means. If this was carried
out, it is most probable that our fisheries might again be brought into a satisfactory
position for the fishermen. An effort should be made to induce the Americans to
keep close seasons, and protect the lake fisheries like ourselves.

I use one boat of 30 feet, and employ two men, and fish with about eighteen
boxes of nets, making about 10,800 yards, which I keep in the water through the
fishing season, except when washing and tanning, which takes about one day in a
month.

By Mr. Harris:

The 41-inch mesh will catch more weight than the 5-inch in an average lift.
The difference would be about j more. I get the same price for large and small fish.
The large sized trout do not sell as well as the smaller onos, particularly those
taken late in the fall. Salmon-trout and whitefish come on the shores to spawn, not
to feed. We fish for these fish on the shoals sometimes about three miles out or
more. These fish are there to spawn. In the summer months, we fish away out in
the deop water. If the 5-inch mesh were established, it would 8o effect us, that we
would have to give it up, as we can barely lve now by using the 4î. It won't be
very long, if the fisheries go on decreasing as it has, before we will have to go some-
where else.

Mr. JAMES GLANVILLE, was duly sworn and examined.

By Mr. Wilmot :

I am a Canadian. I reside at Thessalon. I am a fisherman. I have fished for
two years on French Island in the North Channel. I fish at French Island about
85 miles below the Sault. I use pound-nets with mesh of 4 inches in the pot, tunnel 5
inches, and leaders 6 and 7. AIl No. 15 or 16 twine. The pots are generally 28
to 30 feet square. I catch sturgeon, whitefish, trout, pickerel, a few bass, suckers
and mullet, pike now and thon. I sell my fish to the firm of Noble Brothers, at
Newport. These are the only buyers. But the firm of Davis & Co., of Detroit, also
operated here last season. Reeves and bis company were associated with the Buffalo
Uompany this season. The usual price for sturgeon is 3 cents per pound dressed,127
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whitefish, trout and pickerel 3j conts dressed, except pickerel. The Noble Brothers
come to my camp for all fish. When delivered at the camp I had nothing more to
do with them. This company ships to the Buffalo Company, in the United States.
I do not notice much difference in the quality of fish at any time. When spawning
they are softer and flabby and not so good.

Whitefish come on their spawning grounds from deep water the beginning of
November, and spawn through this mon th, after this they leave for the deep water.
Some fishing has been done in November by some fishermen, but not by me, and the
catches thon are the largest of any. Whitefish are thickest and more easily taken
in November as they get closer together for spawning purposes.

Salmon-trout come on earlier, beginning about the middle of October. They
come on the rocky bottoms where it is honeycombed, there they lay their eggs.
They mostly lay their eggs at the end of October. They thon leave for deep water.
There are reefs far out in the bay where they may spawn in 5 or 6 fathoms of water,
but when they come on the shores, very often only a short distance from shore in
from 3 to 4 feet of water. The trout are called by some rock trout, salmon-trout
and black trout. They are all the sane. Those that spawn outside, and on the
shore are the sane. They look alike, although trnut differ considerably in colour
and appearance, sometimes some are whiter, sometimes more speckled, all are, how-
ever, termed the salmon-trout.

Herring, I do not catch any; pickerel spawn in the spring, get through about
the 1st of May; bass I do not know.

No bullheads, but I get some channel cats, these will run from 6 to 10 pounds
each. They seli at the same price as sturgeon. Salmon-trout, and whitefish
always come out of the deep water in the fail of the year to spawn. They come in
greater quantities in October and November tihan at any other time. That white-
fish have fallen off is the general statement of the fishermen. My experience being
only for the last two years, I cannot give a proper opinion of it. The general im-
pression is that whitetish have fallen off. I cannot say anything about the trout.
Icaught.more whitefish in 1893 than in 1892, but I had four nets in 1893 and only two
in 1892, but the proportion was about the same. The general impression of the
cause of the falling off of the fish is, that it has been brought about by the use of too
small meshes in the pots formerly. Some were as small as a 2-inch mesh. Some of
the fishermen, Gauthier for instance, would catch everything large and small, and
the small fish would be carried off in hand barrows and thrown away. This infor-
mation was obtained from my fisherman who formerly worked with Gauthier and
Reeves. It is injurious to the fisheries to catch fish at the spawning time, and no
doubt this was practiced formerly, even when the close time was only ton dav, thon
they were allowed to fish after the ton days. It was more than injurious, because
the fish would then be spawning, and this would naturally affect the fisheries. Bark
and the soft wood on the logs which has been found to be very plentiful in the water
since the exportation of saw-logs has taken place, is injurious. This stuff rubs off
by the motion of the logs while being towed across the bay to the United States, or
elsewhere, or even from the rivers when brought down to our own mills. The rafts
are very large, and great damage is doue to the meshes of the nets. This is very
injurious to the fisheries and clings to the meshes of the nets. It is much more
injurious to gill-nets than pound-nets. If these logs are allowed to be towed over
our waters, this difficulty will increase, and the prospects for any improvement in
the fisheries will not be very encouraging to the fishermen. If the present fishing
laws had been in the past carried out as fully as they have been in the past two sea-
sons, and the evils spo.ken of regarding small meshes, and the saw log difficulty were
overcome, then fishermen would become prosperous again, and would increase.
More licenses might thon be granted. With the present mesh in nets the young
fish could not be caught. Fish of 2 pounds and under will go through a 4-inch
mesh. I cannot give the average of our whitefish or salmon-trout, as to size or
weight. There should be close seasons to protect fish at their spawning time, and
the periods, mentioned before by me, are about the right time of their spawning.
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The pound-nets have advantages over the gill-nets. The pound-net is stationary,
and the fish come to it. The gill-nets are shifted from place to place, and follow up
the fish, and therefore catch more fish. The fish in the pound-nets are always alive
aid fresh and in better condition for the market. The gill-nets on the other hand
kilt a great many tish, which are wasted.

With two pound-ncts I caught about 13 tons in 1892, and in 1893 with four nets
took about 28 tons. One boat about 24 feet long with four hands. As to quantity the
stargeon were the greate't, next whitefish, next pickerel, then sal mon-trout. Stur-
geon amounted to about 8 tons, these fish are sold dressed, that is, with heads, tails
and entrails taken away. Sturgeon are the most valuable, not only the flesh, but
the bladders as well as the eggs are valuable, which is not the case with other 'fish.
Sturgeon flesh is sold for 3 cents per pound. bladders $1.20 per pound. Eggs made
into caviare seli f'ron 20 to 25 cents per pound. Sturgeon run from 30 to 40 up to
130 pounds as taken trom the water; one of 130 pounds weight will give 65 pounds
of cured meat, and we will get 20 pourds of eggs, and about j pound of bladders
ready for sale. When sturgeon spawn it is difficult to say, they are caught most in
May, June and July, and then again in September and October. We catch them in
the bay around French Island. The spawn of sturgeon has to be in a certain con-
dition before it is fit to make caviare; this is when it is hard. When the eggs are
soft they are ripest. I cannot state the Lime when sturgeon are actually ripe for
spawin2, and cannot say that I ever saw eggs running from the female or milt run-
ning from the male fish.

By Mr. Harris:

I take up nets about a couple days before the close season arrives. My nets
are in shallow places. Gill-nets are fished in deep water, but they begin to come
in in October for trout. They don't catch whitefish at this time on the shoals ; they
catch them in the deep water.

The gill-net tishermen came on this fall around my nets. I do not know much
about gill-net fishing. I know the gill-net fishermen corne on shore to catch trout
in October. My best month for trout is Otober. The rafts of saw-logs are towed
across to the American side. Pound-nets are set as early as the weather will per-
mit. This year [ had part of them in the water on the 2nd May. The pickerel i
caught I threw out. As a rule the nets are set about the 15th of May or 20th.
Pound-net fishing in these waters docs not interfere with the close season for fish if
they are legally tished. The usual mode of fishing pound-niets here is not when the
close seasoi exists. The nets cannot be set or stakes driven as a rule before the
16th May, and are taken up on the 1st of November.

1 sel 1 the caviare to Noble Brothers. They send it to New York. Iget20 to 25
cents per pound for it.

Mr. PETER CALGIOSGIE, (Indian) duly examined and said:

By Mr. Wilnot :
I am a Canadian. I was born at Sault Ste. Marie. I am 73 years of age.
About 15 or 20 years ago could catch plenty of whitefish here in the Sault

Rapids. Could catch any nurmber with scoop-nets and canoes. They are nearly
atl gone now. Only a few smatl ones left, hardly worth fishing foi. FPormerly the
whitefish caught were very large. Think the rock blasting and the use of dynainte
have helped to reduce the whitefish in the rapids. The whitefish begin to spawl
about the lst of November, and continue spawing nearly the whole of the nonih.
Salnoni-trout begin to spawin about the 15th of October, and keep ou spawining tili
the 15th ofNovember.

I tish with gill-nets near Whitefish Point, about sevenfteen1 miles up frn the
rapids. The fish are getting much more scarce thai they were six and ten yeÏS
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ago. Pound-nets have done a great deal of harm to the fisheries. These nets kill
all fish large and small. A great many young fish are killed before they are large
enough to breed, they are thrown away. With seven canoes and fourteen Indians
they caught in 1892 only about one ton of fish altogether. Ton or twelve years nao
one canoe with two men would each take a ton of fish.

The Commission then closed proceedings for the want of further evidence wi'h
the view of returning to Ottawa.

NoTE.-The attached letter from P. Sullivan and Sons, was received at Ottawa,
and it is inserted here to show the extent of damage resulting from the towing of
t!aw-Logs over the fishing grounds in the north channel of Lake Huron.

SPANIsH STATION, 24th November, 1893.
In regard to the number of rafts which left here this summer there was two

hundred and ten millions logs came down the Spanish River. Out of that there was
about thirty millions manufactured in this district, and there is still on hand about
twenty millions rafted up in store booms to leave here the first thing in the spring,
that leaves one hundred and sixty «nillions which were towed to the other side this
season. As near as I can ascertain these logs left here in about forty or forty-five
rafts, and would cover from twenty to twenty-five square miles of water.

CooK's MILLS, DISTRICT oF ALGOMA, 4th Dec., 1893.
MR. WILMOT,

Chairman of the Fishery Commission.
DEAR SIR,-I have ascertained the above facts as near as I am able respecting

the number of logs passing between Spanish River and the Georgian Bay. There
are eight different streams and each one used for the flowing of logs. The French
River, I am told, passed even more logs than the Spanish, and my opinion is that the
bottom of the whole lake from Georgian Bay to Mississauga is teeming with bark.
It is eighteen miles across to the Manitoulin, and rafts pass in three different direc-
tions, so that the bark is spread every way. This bark in the course of time rots
and forms into a kind of slime and fish will not stay on that ground. There wero
five skiffs fishing from here four years ago, since then they have lett, as fish g so
scarce, and in a very short time 1 believe there will be no fisb at all.

On September 26th of this year I had thirty-six pieces of net utterly destroyed
by this bark. Each piece of net was 180 yards long, aind was loaded so heavily
with bark as to break the web. I also had six other pieces similarly loaded th'3
last week in October. I am sending you a sample of net as we took it out in
October.

My loss in September was about $350, and again loss of six weeks fishing from
$150 to $200 at the least.

I have stated my affairs as plainly and correctly as I am able, and without
giving any offence to Mr. Elliott. I should be glad if you could aid me in getting
two or three pound-net licenses for next year.

I am, sir, yours obediently,

P. SULI VAN & SONS.
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