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ouse of Commons Debates

SECOND SESSION, FIFTH PARLIAMENT.—47 VIC.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
THURSDAY, 17th January, 1884,

Tax PARLIAMENT, which had been prorogued from time
to time, was now commanded to assemble on the 17th day
of January, 1884, for the despatch of business.

_ Tas SprAxsr took the Chair at fifteen minutes before
Three o'clock.

PraYmns.

A Mossage was delivered by René Edouard Kimber,
ZEsquire, Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod :

¢ Mr. SpRAKER,—

¢ His Excellency the Governor General desires the immediate
-attendanee of this Honorable House in the Senate Chamber.”

Aocordingly the House went up to the Senate Chamber.
And the House being returned,

CONTROVERTED ELECTIONS.

- Mr. SPEAKER informed the House that he had received
from the Hon. Mr. Justice King, one of the judges selected
“for the trial of Election Petitions, pursuant to the Dominion
Controverted Elections Act, 1874, a judgment relating to
the election of the Electoral Distriot of Albert, declarin

the election of the respondent, John Wallace, null and void.

Also, from the Hon. Mr. Justice Rigby, & judgment
relating to the election of the Electoral District of Lunen-
burg, declaring the election of the respondent, Thomas
Twining Keefler, null and void.

Also, from the Hon, Mr. Justice Galt, a judgment relating
to the Electoral District of Kent, declaring the election of
the respondent, Henry Smyth, null and void.

Also, from the Hon. Mr. Justice Armour, a judgment
relating to the election of the Electoral District of Lennox,

-declaring the election of the respondent, the Hon. Sir John
_Alexander Macdonald, null and void.

Also, from the Hon. Mr, Justice Armour, a judgment
relating to the election for the Electoral District of West
Middlesex, declaring the election of the respondent, George
‘W. Ross, null and void.

Also, from the Hon. Mr. Justice Armonr, a judgment
relating to the election for the Electoral District of West
Huron, declaring that the respondent, Malcolm Colin
Cameron, was duly elected.

- Alse, from the Hon. Mr. Justice Armour, a judgment
relating to the election for the Electoral District of South
Simcoe, declaring that the respondent, Richard Tyrwhitt,

- was duly elected.
VACANCIKS, .

Mr, SPEAKER also informed the House that he had
received the following notifioations of vacancies which bad
ocourred in the representation :—

Of Marraxw H. Riouny, Esquire, Mem istri
the City and Oounty of Halifax, by the a;‘:p‘&rng'olfﬂ ::t:g:enc:f onox‘ol:f
ment ander the O 1o wit, the office of Lisutenant-Governor of the
-Provines of N s g .

Of Giussrr Axsxium Gmovanp, Esquire, Member for the Electoral Dis-
triet of Kent, New Brunswick, 13 resignation ;

Of Jorn MoMmLAN, I-quixb ember for the Electoral Distriot of the
8outh Riding of the 6onnt.y Huron, by resignation;

Of Raour 8. DuBuavsev, Egquire, Member for the Electoral Distriot
of Soulanges, by the acoeptauce of an office of emolument under the

Orown ; and
Of Joux Pioxanp, Ksquire, Member for the Electoral Distriet of York,

New Brunswick, by decease.

He also informed the House that he had issued his
several warrants to the Clerk of the Orown in Chanocery,
to make out new writs of election for the said Electorai
Districts, respectively.

He also informed the House, that the Olerk of the House
had received from the Clerk of the Orown in Chancery, a
copy of & Warrant, showing a vacancy which had taken

lace in the representation of the Blectoral District of Lévis,
gy the accoptance of an office of emolument under the
Crown by the Hon. Joseph Godéric Blanchet, and that the
Clerk of the Crown in (ghanoery had, by virtue of the Aot
41 Victoria, Chapter 5, Section 14, sub-section 2, issaued a
new Writ of Blection for the said Bleotoral Distriet.

NEW MEMBERS,

Mr. SPRAKER further informed the House thagodm'ing
the Recess, the Clerk of the House had received from the
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, certificates of the election
and return of the following Members :—

Of Joun Warraox, Esquire, for the Electoral District of Albert;

Of Joas Firz-Wiiiam Srams, Egquire, for the Eleotoral Distriet of

the Qity and Oounty of Halifax;
Of Orarizs Eowin Kavisaox, Esquire, for the Eleotoral District of

Lunenburg;
Of Pmere Amanp Lawery, Esquire, for the Electoral District of

Kent, New Bronswick;
Of Ismnozs NosL Brireav, Esquire, for the Electoral District of Lévis;
Of Davip WeIGHT ALLISON, Esquire, tor the Electoral District of Lennox ;
Of DonaLp MacKsszie Caumron, Hrquire, for the Electoral Distriet of
the West Riding of the County of lﬂdglmx;
Of the Hon, Sir Riorarp Jomw Carrweiest, K.0O.M.G., for the Blee-
toral Distriot of the South Riding of the County of Huron; and
Of Juas W. Bar, Esquire, for the Blectoral District of Soulaagee:

MEMBERS INTRODUCED.

The following Members, having previousl
Oath according to law, and sabscribed the ro.
the same, took their seats in the House :—

Jomw WauLaos, Member for the Electoral District of Albert, intro-
duced by Sir John A. Maodonald and 8ir Leonard Tilley.

Istoss Nomi BaLmav, Member for the Electoral District of Lévis,
introduced by Sir Hector Langevin and Hon. Mr. Qaron.

8 Riomarp J. OarrwaieHT, Member for the Electoral District of the
Bouth Riding of the County of Huron, introduced by Mr. Blake’and Mr.

Cameron (Huron).

taken the
containing

Pisezs A. Lawpry, Member for the Electoral District of Kent, New
Brunswick, introduced by Sir Leonard Tilley and 8ir Hector Langevin,

Davip WrigBT Aiuisox, Member for the HEleotoral District of the
Oounty of Lennox, introduced by Bir Richard Oartwright and Mr.
Paterson (Brant).

Jauns W. Bamx, Member for the Electoral District of SBoulanges, intro-
dueed by Sir Hector Langevin and Hon. Mr. Chaplean. - :

Joun Prrz-Wikriax Srams, Member for the Electoral District of the
Oity and Qounty ot Halifax, introduced by 8ir Obarles Tupper and Bir
Johm lnodouh{.

Onazuns E. Kavinaow, Member for the Electoral District of Lunen-
burg, istroduced by Bir Gharles Tnmmdﬂir John Macdonald,



COMMONS DEBATES.

JANUARY 17,

ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS OF OFFICE.

Bir JOHN A. MAODONALD introduced Bill (No. 1)
respecting the Administration of Oaths of Office.
1read the first time.

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.

Mr, SPEAKER, I have the honor to inform this House
that when the House attended His Excellency the Governor.
General this day in the Senate Chamber, His Excellency
was pleased to make a Speech to both Houses of Parlis-
meqt, and, to prevent mistakes, I have obtained a copy of

the Speech wgwh is as follows:—

Honoumbk Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

In fulfilment of the important trust committed to me by Her Majesty,

1 have recourse for the first time to your advice and assistance. Itisa
source of the deepest personal sati-faction to me, that I should have
bosn called by Her Majesty to an office in which, as Her Represeutative
1 mnnblpd to take a part in the public affairs of the Dominion, aud
to associate myself with you in the performance of the honorable duties
whigh yon are about to a;proach.

I rejoice to learn that although the last harvest has been less prodnc-
tive then its predecessors, and although there are indieations that the
rapid expansion of your commerce has, to some extent, been followed by
over-trading, the general condition of the Dominion is such as to justify
me in congratulating you upon its prosperity.

The marked success attained by Oanada at the International Fishery
Exhibition in London, must be very gratifying to you, and kas, I doubt
not, been of great service in showing to the world the wealth of our Fish-
oriu u& the extent of our marine industries and resources.

The. Oommisgioners appointed by my predecessor for the purpose of
conlolida.ting the Statutes. affecting the Dominion, have pursued their
task with diligence, and I am enabled to lay before you for examination
about sixty chapters of the proposed consolidation. The remainder of
he work will be prepared, and the whole of it revised during the present,
year, so that the final report will be ready at your next Session for your
approval,

The number of immigrants. to Canada during the past season has, I am
glsd to esy, been greater than in any previous year, and is a proof that
the better Uanada is known the more itis valued by those seeking a
beme in the new world.

Aspangementa are in progress to diminish the oogs.of inland.transport,
snd I have reason to believe that the result will be & steady increase of
valuable settlers, in the future.

 During the recess, negotations were resumed with British Oolumbia in
regard to several matters upon which differences had for some time ex-
" isted between the two Governments. One of my Ministers visited tha
Province last summer on & special missioz with a view to the adjust-
mant of all questiods in controversy, and his efforts have happily been
sucoessful. Should your sanction be given to the arrangements then
~sade, all-cccasions of dispute will have been remaved, and the moat cor-
dial relations established between the Dominion and Provincial Govern-
lmnh The papers will be 1aid before you and your conmideration
invited to measures enabling me to give effect to the agreement.

‘The rapid inorease of population in the North-West renders some
lmgndmonh in the North-Weat Territories Aot expedient, and your
. attention will be called to this important matter.

The progress of the Indians in Manitoba and the North-West during
Tlast year has been, on the whole, satistactory. The Bands meluded in
thy several Indian Treaties have for the most part betaken themselves
10 theirreserves. A Bill for.the further promotion of. M intereats

will be submitted to you, a8 well as a measure n.ppl:clhh to the . vhole_‘

Dddgghn. for the purposeof encouraging the more advansed: Tudian.
iﬁh« to assume the responsibilities of seif-government.

The Bill 1aid before you last Session for the representation of the
people in Parliament and the sassimilation of the electoral franchises
existing in the several Pr.vinces, has now been before the gountry for s
year. The measure will be re-introduced and I commend it to your
attentxon.

I vonld also urgeupon you the expedieney of prondmg for the regula-
tion of factory labour and the protection of the workingmsn and his
family. The measure submitted lnst Session, with some smendments,
will be 1aid before you. .

The rapid progressof the Onpadian Pacific Rajlwsy has been main-
tained throughout the past year. Of the 2,833 miles of the main line
between Pembroke and Port Moody, 1,738 miles are now constructed,
rendering practicable the completion of that great work within the
next two years. Although the time within which the Railway Company
is bound to finish the road will not expire until 1891, my
Government has thought it of the greatest importance for the
settlement of the North-West and the development of our
trade, that its completion from sea to sea ghould be has-
tened and the Company enabled to open the line throughout by the
spring of 1886. With this view, and in order to aid the Company in
procuring snfficient capital for the purpose by the disposal of its unsold
shares, the Government ageeed to receive a deposit of money and secur-
ities enflicient to pay & minimum three per cent, dividend for ten years
on pixty-five millions of the stock. That arrangement was made
on the belief that it woild give steadine#s and: incressed value
to the shares on the market. A combination of unfavorable
circumstances has prevented the falfilment of these expecta-
tions, and the Company has not bheen able to obtain the
required capital by a sale of its stock. The best means of ‘preventing
any delay in the great object of the early completmn of the rajlway, de-
mands your earnest consideration.

I am pleased tobe able to state that.the eperation of that portion of
the.railway already opened, affords the most gratifying evidence of its
.soundness as & commercial enterprise and of it great value to Canads.

The large increase of the volume of traffic on the Intercolonial Rail-
way over that of any previeus year, without invelving any burden upon
the eountry, is a satisfactory proof of the continued development of
trade between the eastern and western portions. of the Dominion.

A provisional arrangement made with the Government of Nova Beotia
for the retention of the Pictou Branch and the acquisition of the Eastern
Extension Railway to the Strait of Oanso, will be submitted for your
approval.

Gentlamen of the Hovagof -Commons:

The accounts for the past year will be laid before you. Yon willfind
that the expen litare has been coneiderably less and the reeeipts larger
than the estimates, the surplus exceeding that of any previous year.
The revenue of the first half of the carrent year, notwithatanding the
large importations of 1ast season, have been such that we may reasone
ably expect that the estimates for the year will be fairly maintained.

The estimates for the ensuing year will also. be snbmijtted to you.
They will, I trust, be found to have been prepsred. with dus regard to
economy.

Honourable Qentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the Rouse of Commona.:

I feel asgured thatyou will devote yourselreswith sarnsstnessand assi-
‘duity to the-consideration of the sabjects I have mentioned, sad o all
matters affecting the pablic-interests that may be brought -before- you.

On motion of Sir Johr A. Macdonald, His Exeelloncy’s

Speech was ordered to be taken 1nto _consideration, to-
‘MOorTow.

'SELECT STANDING COMMITTRES.,
8ir JOHN A, MACDONALD moved: -

e M%ﬁ&nﬁmﬂmﬂhd{hmt {he:present Seasion
be appointed for the owingpupm:-—l.wglﬂipﬂv”
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tions. - 3. On Rxpiring Laws. 3. On Railways, Oanals aud Telogragh
Lines. 4. O l&lhﬁ‘wﬂl Private Bills. 5. On SBtanding Orders. 6. &1
Printing. 7. On Publie Accounts. 8. On Banking and Oommerce,
9. On‘lmmigtaiion and Oolorigation; whick said Committees shall
severally be-smpowered to examine and inquire into ‘all such matters
and things as may be referred to them by the Hoase, and to report, from
tinds to time, their observations and opinions thereon; with power to
seni for persons, papers sud records.
Motion agreed to.
REPORT.

Mr. SPEAKER laid before the House the Report of the
Librarian on the state of the Library of Parliament,

ADJOURNMENT.

8ir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY PAPERS,

Mr. BLAKE. May [ ask the hon. gentleman if he pro-
poses to lay on the Table, without motion, the papers con-
nected with the Canadian Pacific Railway arrangements
referred to in the Speech ?

8ir JOHN A. MACDONALD. They will be sent down
as soon as the Speech is answered, by Messages irom the
Crowa. .

Motion agreed to; and (at 3:50 o’clock p.m.) the House
adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
_ Fripay, 18th January, 1884,
"The SpraxER took the Chair at Three O'clock.
Pravins.

ADDRESS IN ANSWER TO HIS EXCELLENCY'S
SPEECH.

The House proceeded to the consideration of His Excel-
lency’s Speech at the opening ef the Session.

Mr. MACMASTER. Mr. Speaker, the first clause of the
8poeech from the Throne is one to which hon. members will
give their very ready assent, and I am sure that not only
this House, but the country generally, will endorse the wise
choice made by Her Majesty of Her representative in this
country. We know that the noble lord who has been ap-
pointed’ Governor-General of Canada, though yet compara-
tively a young man, has achieved a high position in the
pablie life of the’ Mother Country, and that he has been a
member of Mr. Gladstoné’s Administration. We further
know that he belongs to'a distinguished family which hss
contributed to Great Britain not only a Chancellor of the
Emho.quer, but also a Prime Minister. I am sure the
Oanadian people will extend to the Governor General a
hearty weloome, and I have no doubt his administration in

this country will be as sucoossful as those of his immediate |

prodecessors. We have had the advantage of late years,
not merely of having the seleetion of Governors Gen-
eral wisely made, and the benéfit of the eminent
services rendered-by these Imperial officers in the colony,
but aleo the unofficial services of many of those gentlemen
after their term of office and their connection with this
country proper have ceased. Im this respect Lord Dufferin
amd the Marquis of Imrme, though acting’ un-

officially, have been our most valued ambassadors
in Great Britain, and have not ceased to take an interest
in our country's affairs long after their terms of office ex-
pired. I'may say, with respect to Lord Lorne and his royal
wife that by their devotion to daty, they became endeared
to the Canadian people, and will long be remembered with
%;‘ateful affection by the inhabitants of this Dominion. In
the case of Lord Dufferin, he equally won the affection of
the people of Canada, and the contributions made to the
Dominion’s welfare, not only while he held office here bat
since his return to the Mother Country, will be gratefully
recorded and remembered by onmple. Iam sure that
in the great diplomatic triumphs achieved by Lord Dufferin
since his departure from amongst us, no one has taken a
greater interest than the people of Canada, no matter
whether those efforts were directed to the pacification of the
B;gy tian, to the over-awing of the Czar, or the ontwitting
of the Turk-—in all his endeavors he has had the sympathy
and interest of the Canadian people. And I am sure that
after the term of office of the present Governor General,
though it is rather prematare to refer to that mow, he, by
his efforts here and work hereafter, will have oqually sue-
ceeded in winning the best opinions of the Canadian peeple.
The Speech from the Throne, Mr. Speaker, i3 - of an
eminently practical character, It may be divided into two
main headings : first relating to administration, and seeond
relating to proposed legislation, - In this country the peo-
ple and the representatives of the people are ocoupied with
gractioal questions—questions intimately connected with the
evelopment of the country, with the building up of pro-
vinoes, with the pacific work of civilization. In older counn-
tries, like the Mother Country, great interest may be exocited
over the mere discussion as to whether there should
bhe an extra penny imposed on a quart of malt,
but here our questions for discussion are brosder, and I
would fain believe, are more important, because I think it
is more important to have a part in the moulding of & new
and great nation than in discussing what are in many
respects the petty affairs of older nations, 1do not mean
to disparage the im t oconcerns of the Mother
Country, but I do say that many of the warmest debates
in her Parliament are upon subjects which, in this country,
would appear of comparatively trifling moment. Among .
the subjects of administration upon which the country may
fairly be congratulated are, first, the success which e
had at the International Fisheries Exhibition, in London,
It certainly should be a subject of congratulation for the
Oanadian people that by the indefatigable exertionsof the
Government, and more especially of the Minister who had
charge of the Canadian exhibits, Canada obtained the second
highest number of medals in that important competition—
the United States obtaining first place—our country there-
by acquiring an advertisement before the world of her
great wealth and the great extent of her fisheries. The
work of the consolidation of the Statutes affecting Canada
has steadily progressed. This is & work which Wwill greatly
facilitate the labours of those who have occasion to refer to
these Statuies, and I am sure that the assurance that it
will be completed by the next Session of Parliament
is one which will bo received with feelings of gratification
by all' who take an interest im this subject. During the
year, provisional arrangements have been made by the
Government ‘with the Governments of Nova Scotia and
British Columbia, respectively ; the first relating to the
retention of the Pictou Branch of the Intercolonial : ~
and the acquisition of the -Eastern Extension Railway to
the Btrait of Canso. It is believed that this section of the
road may be more efficiently ed in connection
with the Intercolonial Railway, and that by this
arrangement, which is favourable not only to the Pro-
vince of Nova Scotia, but also to Dominion,
a more efficient train service will be secured to the people
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of Nova Bootis, and cheaper rates both for fares and
freights. Of the arrangements with the Province of Bri-
tigh Columbia, I have little personal knowledge ; but we are
well aware that for some time differencés have existed
between that Province and the Dominion of Canada. These
it would appear, are now happily adjusted, and & measure
will be submitted to Parliament by which they will be
finally terminated. It is to be borne in mind that that
outlying Province has not yet fully reaped the benefits
which were anticipated from Confederation. The full
benefits of union with the older Provinces will only be
realized when our great Interprovincial Railway is finally
constructed. Then British Coliumbia will fully realize the
sdvantages of its union with the older Provinces; and,
in the meantime, to that distant Province we must give our
sympathy and our generous support; and I trust that the
anticipations which the people of British Columbia reason-
ably entertain may, by the action of the Canadian Parlia-
ment, be fully and speedily realized. 1t is also a matter for
congratulation that the Intercolonial Railway, as evidenced
by the returns for the last year, is no longer a burden on
the public exchequer, but that there is a surplus of
receipts over expenditures. Among the subjects which are a
fair matter for congratulation, there is none more important
than that of immigration. In 1878 the number of immi-
ts who came into Canada and settled was 30,000; in
881, 47,000 ; in 1882, 112,000, and in 1883, 133,000, show-
ing a steady and unprecedented influx of people to settle in
- this country. With regard to the immigrants who arrived
last year, 34,000 were from the United States, and 11,000 of
those were returned Canadians, A very important trade,
connected with cattle and sheep, has been developedin the
last five years. The statistics of 1878 show no returns of the
jmportation of pure bred cattle into this country ; the yoar
ﬁbe£re last the immrtation of thorough-bred cattle amounted
to 12,000, and last year to 21,000. This fact is ome
which will contribute to the improvement of our stock, and
the increase of our agricultural resources, while it will also
tend to stimulate the important trade which has sprung up
in connection with cattle and sheep. Within the last five
yoars this cattle trade has assumed almost enormous dimen-
sions, In 1878 there were exported from Canada 19,000
_cattle and 46,000 sheep, almost entirely of American pro-
duct. During 1883 there were exported from Canada
56,000 cattle and 114,000 sheep, entirely of Cana-
dian uct, This indus will coniribute gresatly
to the increase of the agricultural wealth of the country,
and will afford the farmers and all who take an interest in
the progress of agriculture, a new field for investment and
increased opportunities for enterprise. 1 may saﬁ in this
connection, that the Canadian cattle trade with England
enjoys advantages over the trade of any other country,
The United States are put upon what is called the scheduled
list, and cattle exported from the United States Lo Great
Britain must be slaughtered at the port of entry immediately
after landing. But by & wise provision of the present
Government, arrangements have been entered into by which
QGanadian cattle are not placed on the schedule list; they
need pot be slaughtered at the port of entry, but may be
driven or carried to any of the British markets and treated
in the same way as British cattle. This is a great advan-
tage to the exporter of Canadian cattle, an advantage which,
in money, is equivalent to one or two pon::xer und of
beef. During last year an incident ocou which de-
monstrated the patriotism and ability of the Minister of
Railways, 1 am sure, not merely to the great satisfaction of
his own political party, but to all people who prize the
of this country, and who are interested in the
prompt and efficient discharge of public duty. On one
oocasion three ship loads of cattle were condemned
&the; _veterinary surgeons at home, but the Cana-
‘ w Commissioner seeing that the Canadian

. TER.

trade might be injured by these catile being condemned,
and Canada put on the scheduled list, repaired immedi-
ately to the scene of action, with an order for the re-
examination of these three ca . - The skill which that
hon. gentleman possessed in his knowledge of the physique
of that other great animal, man, enabled him to'have a
supervising eye over the acts of the veterinary surgeons
and by his prompt and vigorous aetion, by devoting his
personal attention to the matter, he sacceedod in getting a
re-examination, which resulted in showing that these
cattle had been improperly condemned, and procured
the removal of an order which would not only have
damaged the cattle trade but the shipping trade as well,
and impaired the success of this great Canadian industry.
I think the thanks of the Canadian people, irrespective of
politics, are due to the hon. Minister of Railways for the
gromptness and the efficiency with which he performed this

uty., I do not desire to trouble the House with much
detail, but I may say that the receipts for the year
have been in excess of the estimates, and the expendi-
ture has been less than the estimates. The resalt
is, that on the transactions of the year there is a surplus
of $7,060,000; and this is apart from the sum of about
$1,0600,000 realized from the sale of lands in the North-West.
These two make a total surplus of upwards of $8,000,000,
the largest sums united since federation. Now,
Sir, a.]arge portion of this surplus has been derived from
importations—and with reference tothat, I may say that
there has perhaps been over-imporiation, f’erhaps it would
have been better for the prosperity of the country if our
importations had not been so large; but that is & matter
which will, in time, correct itself. However, a large surplus
is not at all a bad thing to straggle with; and when we
take into account the various circumstances to which I have
reforred—the large amount in our Treasury and the pros-
perous state of our finances—we may fairly congratulate
the country on the substantial degree of prosperity it
enjog:, notwithstanding the fact that the last harvest has
not been so productive as its predecessors, and notwith-
standing the over-trading which prevailed to some extent
during the past year. Now, Mr. Speaker, referring to the
legislation which is proposed, I would say that our experi-
ence in the North-West has demonstrated that changes can
be made in the laws relating to that country with advan.
tage, and a Bill is proposed to give effect to those changes.
The growth of manufacturing establishments in the country
will necessitate the introduction of legislation with the
view of making better provision for the well-being of
artisans and their families, not only in their own interest,
but in the interest of the community generally. I am sure
that the measure which it is pro to introduce, in order
to assimilate the laws relating to Dominion elections, will be
favourably received. A measare of that pature was intro-
duced last year, and was left over until the present Session
for fuller consideration. It is an anomaly that the standard
of qualifieation for voting at Dominion elections should be
the diverging standards prevailing in the different Provinces.
An effort should be made at the earliest day to render
as nearly uniform as possible, the standard of guslification
for voting at Dominion elections in the several Provinces
of the Dominion. . Then, Sir, it is proposed to legisiate with
regard to the Indians who are our heritage, and whom, by
good faith, by fair dealing, and by keeping our treaty obli-
gations, we have succeeded in retaining as our friends and
allies, instead of making ouar vigorous enemies, as has been
the case in the United States. The disappearance of the
buffalo in the North-West, owing to his rapid slaughter,”
has induced the Indian to give up, to a great extent, his
nomadic habits, and to betake himself o the more ordinary
avocations of life. The Indians have, to a large extent, set-
tled themselves on their reserves, and ision should be
made for them in their new mode of life. Then, with regard
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to the Indians who are most advanced in civilization, and who
hiave lived for a long time in close proximity to the whites,
it is proposed to concede to them some measure of self:
government, somewhat similar to the municipal system
that prevails among the whites. I am sure that ar
enlightened Canadian Parliament will welcome & species of
Home Rale for the aborigines of this country. There is no
question, Sir, in which the people of this country have
greater interest at this time, or indeed, have had & greater
interest for a considerable time, than the copstruction of
-the Pacific Railway. That work is a national work;
it is a Canadian work in which the whole people of this
country are deeply interested. The construction of the
road, as we are all aware, has been relegated by the Gov-
ernment and by Parliament to a company. That company
has, with an emergy unprecedented in this country, set
itself diligently to work to fulfil the great contract it has
undertaken, and I think there is united testimony from
both sides of this House, and from all sections of the coun-
try, ibat the company entrusted with the construction of
that great work has been honourable in its dealings
and has faithfully and energetically endeavoured to carry
out its agreement. The progress made with the road
has been unprecedented. Of the total length from Pem-
broke to Port Moody, 2,833 miles, 1,738 miles have been
constructed, leaving 1,095 miles yet to be constructed ; and
it must be a gratifying circumstance that the portion of
the road constructed and put into operation has proved not
only a commercial success to the contractors, but also of
very great advantage to the country. I will not weary the
~House with lengthy details or many figures, but I may state
“that, in addition to the portions of the road constructed in
the older Provinces, in addition to the portions taken over
trom the Government, in addition to the sections separated by
a gap to the north of Lake Superior, the road to-day extends
west of Winnipeg to the summits of the Rocky Mountains, in
full operation a distance of nearly 1,000 miles. At the present
time, what is literally a emall army of workingmen, nom-
bering 9,000, with all the appliances for the construction of
the railway, in the shape of machinery and horses, are en-
gaged in the work of lessening the gap that separates the

two portions of the road north of Lake Superior. Now, it
will gerfectly obvious, not only 10 hon. members in-this
House but to the whole country, that the prompt eonstruc-

tion of that road is of the first importance to the Canadian

ple. We know that the Northern Pacific road has been
Just completed. That road will become a vigorous com-
petitor for the trans-continental trade. And there is
another road, the Union Pacific, in active operation. The
rapid development of the North-West and the settlement of
the country, the expansion of our trade, and a variety of
other circumstances, will make it necessary that the Cana-
dian Pacific road should be completed, both in the interest
of the country and the company, at a period long antece-
dent to the date originally fixed, 1891. It was the recent
expectation that the road would be completed in 1886, and
Iam sure that if that expectation should be realized, it would
result in the greatest advantage to this country. Let us not
overlook the advantage which that road, when completed, will
confer upon this country. When we recollect that the two
Americarr Pacific roads are not through lines, that they
are only partially through lines, that they have to connect
with other lines in order to reach the seaboard, and that
ours will be the only trans-continental road extending from
8¢a 10 sea under one management, and that it will be
bundreds of miles shorter than either of the other Pacific
roads with any comnections they can possibly make, I
think it will be perfectly self-evident 10 every hon. member
of this House and to the country, that advantages will
aocrue to this country and to the Qanadian Pacific road
when it is completed. That road will possess other
incidental advantages which are not to be ignored. In the

first place, it will through a larger area of cultivable
land than either of the American Pacific roads. The agrionl.
tural lands on the western portion of the Canadian. Pamfic

Railway extend from longitade 96 to longtitude 114, equal
to 18 degrees; on the Northern Pacific Railway from
longtitude 94 10 105 degrees, equal to- 11 degrees; on the
Union Pacific Ra.ilw:{, from longtitude 96 to 105, equal to
9d howing the vastly greater extent of oultivable
land that will be placed under tribute in close proximity to
the Canadian Pacifie Railway when it will be completed,
than is travorsed by the other roads. Farthormore, the
mountain section ofythe Canadian Pacific Railway is vastly
shoi ter than that of either of the American Pacific roads. For
instance the Canadian Pacific Railway is embraced within.a
mountain section of 600 miles; the Northern Pacific Rail-
way, within & mountain section of 900 miles ; and the Union
Pacific Railway, within a mountain section of 1,225 miles,
From these facts, it is perfectly evident that our road will
bave a decided advantage in the ‘competition for
the trans-continental freight and passenger trafflc,
and that the soomer it can be put into operation
the sooner will these advantages which I have fore-
shadowed result in great benefit, not merely to the oom;xany
but also to the country. It was not to be expected that a
road destined to become so’ formidable a rival to its com-
petitors would be permitted to be built without vigorous
opposition. Combinations have consequently been formed
against the Canadian Pacific Railway by these inter~
ested roads. In self proteotion, its American rivals en-
deavoured to obstruct its progress, and the result of their
vombinations and machinations has been to . prevent the
Cansadian Pacific Railway from disposing of its stock at a fair
market value—at such value as they had fair reason to ex-
pect to 8o realize in order to apply the proceeds to the com-
pletion of their great work. Snfortunatel'y a great depre-
ciation took place in the value of American Railway secu:
rities, not merely in the New York market, but also in the
other great money markets of the world—in Amsterdam,
Paris and London—and this depreciation oocurred .at the
very time when the Canadian Pacific Railway needed the
proceeds which they expected to obtain from the sale of
their strck. To meet this difficulty, the company approached
the Canadian Government and deposited with it a snm of
money and securities sufficient to previde for the payment of
three per cent. of the five per cent. promised by the railway
company on & capital stock of $65,000,000. It wassupposed
that this provision for a limited amount of the interest
promised by the Oanadian Pacific Railway would have the
effect, not merely of steadying the stock in the Ameriocan,
English and French markets, but also of giving ineressed
value to the stock, and that thereby money wounld
be realized from the sale applicable to the prosecution of the
work. Through a combination of circumstances this resnlt
has not been achieved, and the company -has not been able
to realize from the sale of their stock the amount they might
fairly have contemplated. Under these circumstances, it is
evident that it will be the duty of Parliament to apply its
best wisdom and give its most patriotic consideration to any
measure that in the interest of the country the Government
may find it necessary to sabmit with the view of preventing
any delay in the construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway
that may result from the causes [ have indicated. Parlia-
ment will, no doubt, give its best wisdom and gonsideration to
this subjéct.That the Canadian Pacific Railway should be built
well built, and wisely built and built it must be. The Roman

Senate oncesaid, the voice of the Roman 0;;60 e re-schoed

the fiat of the Senate, delenda est Carthago, “Cs must be
destroyed "—and Carthage was destroyed. I see the leader
of the Opposition smiling at the Latin, and I hope it will

give him the proper inspiration under the circumstances to

which I am alluding. The Canadian people have announced

to the world that the Canadian Pacific Railway must be con-
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structéd and that no unreasonable delay should be allowed to
hinder the completion of this great national work, which
will tend to stimulate trade, encourage settlement, promote
the development of the North-West, unite the several Pro-
vinces of the Dominion more closely together, and advance
the ;l);oaparity of the whole country. I do not know that it
wonld be wise for me to enter into any particulars. As
Cicero once remarked in his address on the Manillian
law, ] am embarrassed with the variety of argument that
might be presented on this subject. I think it is sufficient
to state the proposition substantially, in order to commend
it not only to this House but also to the Canadian peo-
ple. I wish to thank you, Mr, Speaker, and hon. gentlemen
on both sides, for the kind indulgence extended to me while
I have made these remarks. I suppose I would not be act-
ing according to tradition if I did not apologize for the
imperfection of my utterances, and I have neither reason
nor desire to depart from tradition in this respect.. I know
that none more readily than hon. members who belong to
my own profession will extend their sympathy to one who
speaks without instructions on his brief, or the inspiration
ofa fee. I thank hon. gentlemen for the kind courtesy
they have extended to me and I wish to thank the Prime
Minister ,and through him, the Government, for the compli-
ment implied in asking me to move the Address in reply—
a compliment I highly appreciate and which, on behalf of
the constitnency I have the honour to represent, I accepted.
I have mueh pleasore in moving the following Address in
reply to the Speech from the Throne :— 4

-

That an humble Addreas be presented toHis Exceltency the Governo
General, to thank Bis Excellency for his gracious SBpeech at the open-
ing of the prerent Bessien, and further to assare His Excellency :—

‘That we receive with: g:nt pleasure Hig Excellency’s kind agsurance’,
that In baving reconrse the first time te our advioe and assistance,

in folMilrssut of the important trust committed to him by Ber Majedty, it
is & spurce of the deepest personal satisfaction to him tbat be should

have been called by Her Majesty to an office in which, as Her Represen-
tative, he is enabled to take a part in the public aftairs of the Dominion,
and to asseciate himself with us in the performance of the honourable

duties which we are about to approach.

That we rejoice to know that although the last harvest has been less
otive than its predecessors, and although there are indications
that the repid expansion of our commerce has to eome extent been fol-
lowed by over-trading. His Excellency feels that the gencral condition
« f the Domiinion is such a3 to justify him in congratulating us upon its
prosperity. : .
Thaet ;hemminhdhml:oegb st;:ined by q%vdu g the Inmonﬁ
Fishery Extibditivn F n is very. gratifying ; and: ‘bhg, w
donbt not, been of great service in showing 10 the world the wealth of
our fisherics and the extent of our marine industries and resources. -
That 'we are glad 40 learn that the Oommissioners aypointed by His
Excellency’s predecessor for the purposes of consolidating the Statutes
affeating the Domiinion, have pursued their task with diligence; that His
Excellency is enslled to lay before us for examination abeut sixty
-of the proposed consolidation, and that the remainder of the
work will be pﬁ*;‘dud the whols of it revised during the present
year, 8o_that the final report will be ready at our next Session for our
approval.

.

That it affords us much satisfaction to be informed that the number

of Tits to Oanade during the past season has been &:uur than
in gny previous year; that we with His Sxceliency that thisis a
yroul’“ the bewter Oanada is knowun the more it is valued by these

seeking & home in the new world; and tbat we trust the resnit.of the
srrangements which he infurms us are in progress to diminish the cost
ofintand wransport, will be a steady increase of valuable settlers in the

That we_ thask ‘His Excellency for informing us that, during the
reotes, wegotiations were resumed with British Columbia in regard to
matters upon which differences had for some tims existed
betwasn the two Governments ; that one of His Excellency’s Ministers
v.sited that Provines last summer on a special mission, with a view to
the sdjustment ofall qurstions in controversy, and tliat his efforts:have
bappily been seccessful ; that we trust that weshall he able to sanc-
tion the arrangements then made, and that by our so doing, sll occa-
&l ms of dispute will bavé been removed, and the most cordial relations
ostablished batween ithe Dominion and Provincial Governments; and

That we teel that the rapid increase of population in the North-West
may render some amendments in the North-West Territories Aot ex-
pedient, and that our sttention shall be willingly given to this im-
portant matter.

That we learn with pleasure that the progrems of the Indians in
Manitoba and the North-West during last year been on the
whole satisfactory, and that the Bands inclnded in the several Indian
Treaties have for the'most part betaken themselves to their reserves;
and that any Bill for the further promotion of their interests which may
be submitted to us, as well as any measure applicable to the whole
Dominion for the purposs of encouraving the more advanced Indian
communities to sssume the responsibilities of self:government, will bs
willingly :eonsidered.

" That the Bill 1aid before us last Session for the representstion of the
people in :Parliament and the assimilation of the electoral franchises ex-
isting in the several Provinces, which has now been before the count;
for & vear, will, when re-introdnced, receive the attention to which His
Exocellency commends it.

That we are fully aware of the expediency of providing for the regg
lation of factory labour and the protection of the workingman and his
family, aud that we are glad to know that the messure submitted last
Session, with some amendments, will be laid before us.

That we learn with great interest, that the rapid progress of the
Canadian Pacific Railway has beon maintained throaghout the past
;asr, that of the 2,833 miles of the main line between Pembroke and

ort Moody, 1,738 miles are now constructed, rendering practicable the
completion of that great work within the next two years, and that
although the time within which the Railway Oompsay is bound to
finish the road will not expire until 1891, His Excelléncy’s Government
has thought it of the greatest imporiance for the settlement of the
North-West and the development of our trade, that its completion from
sen to sea should be hastened and the company enabled to open the line

throughout by the spring of 1886,

That we thank His Excellency for informing us, that with this view,
and in order to aid the Gompany in procaring ‘sufficient eapital for the
purpose, by the disposal of its unsold-shares, the Governmert agreed to
receive & deposit of money and securities sufficient to-pay a minimym -
three per cent. dividend for ten years on $65,000,000 of the stock, that
arrangement being made on 1he belief that it would give steadiness and
increased value to the shares on the market, although a combination of
unfavourable circumstances has prevented the fulfilment of thes

1 tations, and the Company 188 mot beem able to obtain the reguired

capital by a sale of its stock ; and that we feel that the best mesnis of
preventing any delay in the grest object of the early completion of the
railway, demands our esrnest consideration.

That we share the pleasure expressed by His Excelleney in being able
to state, that the operation that portion of the railway already
opened, affords the most gratifying evidence of ita soundness as a com-
mercial enterprise and of its great value to Canada.

That we think, with His Exoeilency, that the large increass of the
volume of trafic on the Intercolonial Kailway over that of any previous
year, withont involving any burden upon the country, is a satisfacto:
proof of the continued development of trade between the eastern an
western portions of the Domimion. :

That we shall willingly consider the provisional arrangement made
with the Government of Novas Beotia for the retention of the Pictou
Braanch and the acfg:isitiou of the Eastera Extension Railway tothe
Strait of Cango, which, His Excellency is plessed to say, be sube
mitted for our approval. ’ ) '

That we thank ‘His Excellency, for informing us that the accounts for
the past year will be laid before us. That we shall be glad to find that
the expenditure kas been considersbly less and the receipta larger than
the estimates, the snrplus exceeding that of any previous year, and that
the revenues of the first half of the current year, notwithstanding the
large Tuﬁou of last season, have been such that we %uqonnbly
expect that the Estimates 7or the year will be fairly maintxined. :

That hall respectfall ider the estimates for the ensuing year
to be sn::ﬂ‘tted tr:. ug, aed m":ﬁl, we trust, be found to have ge.n
prep;rggl with due regard to economy. :

That His Excellency may rest assured that we will dgy‘ﬁ ourselves
withi earnestness and assiduity to the consideration of the subjects
he mentioned, snd to all matters af:eting the public interest that may
be brought before na. .

Mr. BELLEAU (Transiation). Mr. Speaker, the task
which devolves upon me of proposing for the comsiderstion
aof the House the adoption of the Address, it stems o mois

 one which should have been, and which slways cnght to be;

entrusted to some hon, member of this Hoise, whose ex-
perienoce in past legislation would afford him every neces-
sary quslification to treatin & proper manner, the subject

thatany papere laid before us and any measures for ensbling His Exoet- |

Mr, MaoMASTEE.

matter now under oonsideration. 1t seems to me that in s

1ww-countr’y- 1l ours, where-we huve soreosiithy 1 s
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fqunhhons of wa‘noﬁ ’pqlitib'al‘ or nfntion, that it should
nk to one of our veteran politicans, to one of those who

have traged the great lines of our Constitution, to come before

and explain how the . legislation, now asked of this]

mhamnz, is connected with past legislation; to explain

to you its real meaning, and make you understand its)

oharacter. It seems to me that this tagk should mot have
devolved on s young member, who, like myself, appears
for the first time within these precinots. Nevertheless, Mr.
Speaker, I well. understand that it is not for me at the début
of my politicsl career, on my entry within these precincts,
to. oriticise an old custom which has always been adopted,
and which muat have some good reason for its existence.
This is the reason why I accepted the difficult task. which
has been assigned to me. Qonvinced as I am that, it I cao-
not instruct you. by my experience, I will have at least the
advantage of edifying you by the good disposition which 1
have manifested in. accepti:g my share of the duties which
arc.imposed on.me a8 ons of the members of the national
representation. The document which is submitted for our
consideration, Mr. Speaker, embraces matters which may.
be-classed: in. three: categories of different subjects; first of
sll, it.aentaing..a retrospective review of past legislation,
and makes known its result on the general condition of the
eouniry. Secondly, it.details the subjects which .are to be
submitted for our consideration and which may be divided
into two classes: firstly, subjects which refer principally to
the material prosperity of the country, and secondly, sub-
jeots.which refer to the moral and intellectual condition of
the, population. The first sentiment which I see expressed
in.Rgz,Exqenouqy’.s Speech, is also one which this House
shwald make it a duty
country, that is the satisfaction which we experience
with,the selection of the new Governor General called to
praside ower. the destinies of the country for some years to
come, In appointing His Excellency the Marquis of Lans-
downe.to this important trust, the Home Government has
given us another proof of the interest which it takes in the
. material development of the country. The choice of the
most disti,x:ﬁ;ﬁshed men, who have attained eminent positions
in the Mother Country, gives.us an estimate of the interest
which the Imperial Government takes in us, and of its
desire t0.gee the material. Erogress of this country keep pace
with that of the United Kingdom. Bafore passing g'om
this subject I believe it is my duty, and in so doing, I but
echo:the vaice af, this.Chamber and of the country, to thank
the.late Governor:General, the Marquis of Lorne, for the spe-
cialinterast which he manifests.in our behalf, in England, to-
day. During his beneficent administration of the affairs of the
country, the Marquis of Lorne took the means to identify
himself with our intgrests, to familiarize himself with our
resources and wants ; and now that he has returned to the
Mother Gountry, I see.that he seems to consecrate all his
efforts, and all his energy to make known, on the Continent,
the progress of our country, and to induce the surplus
w . papulation to come and settle amongst.us. I
Jhim in the name of this House and in the name of the
country, The time is well chosen to commence this propa-
ganda, There has just been held in London a Universal
y. Exhibition, in.which our conntry had.a most favour-
able and special o unity of making known its resources.
This.axhibition, whieh
it.. It:was opened . by.the Prince of Wales in person,’an
of the. interest.which the English Government

f&ké@ﬁndi;’énly in the development.of her coloniee, but also-
in the: development of the. interests. of the entire world.

Nearly 40,000 persons were. it at the ing, and:
nearly 4,000,000 visited it during e continsance.’ Mr.
Speaker,in 8o important an exhibition, in the midst of so

to- ke thet. Onaads: came.out of this-exhihition third in | hon,

to express in,k the name of the|

tio was: -opened in the middle of last.
July, lasted five months, Twenty-five nations took part in|

rank. The gold and silver medals which we won were.not,
it is true, as numerous as those obtained by the United
States; but this is explaived by the fact that the Americans
figared at the exhibition both as & nation and as individuala
For this reason the number of medals was greater in favour
of the United States; but I believe there .is an agoord of
public opinion that the Canadian exhibition, in itg.eatirety,
a8 in its details, was superior to that of our nei LIS 801088
the line. If we reflect, Mr. Speaker, that we have.a eapital
of more than $3,000,000 invested in this industry, that we
have a population of about 30,000 persons en?;ged in our
fisheries, and nearly 800 ships and 11,000 fishing smacks ;
if we reflect that this industry yields;,to the. country a
revenue ot $6,009,000 to $8,000,000, we will understand its
importance and the great necessity to contribyte to its
devglopment. Aund I venture to think that the resuit of our
efforts will be to make known to.the world the valne of our
fisheries, and, at the same time, ameliorate the moral, intal-
lectual and material eondition of our  fishermen. I
think, Mr, Speaker, that it is my duty ere .passing from this
subject, to bestow my congratulations, my compliments on
the hon. Minister of Marine and Fisheries, for the sucoess
which has attended his efforts at the exhibition. Itisa

‘worthy reward for the zeal and energy which he has d's-

played ; and I think it ia only just to associate with his mame

‘that.of the hon, member from Gaspé, who is sometimes

called the King of Gaspesia, a title which 'he justly
deserves by reason of the devotion which he manitests in

-the interests of that seciion,and by the legitimate influence
. which he has there aocguired. d -
-ago that the times are favourable-to push the work of’ emi-

Io ed: a few moments
ration.” In referring to statistics, and. acoordinf to the in-
ormation which I have been able to gather, I calculate,

as the hon. member from Glebgarry (Mr. Macmaster) has

remarked, that the number of emigrants this year has been
three times as. great as it was two years ago, and-this emi-
gration has two special characteristics : firstly it embraces

a considerable contingent coming from the continent of

Europe, which is one of the best proofs of the interest taken

in our country ; and this will the more induce us to hope

that this emigration directed to our continent, stimulated
by the construction of the Canadian Pacific Raslway by the
resources Wwhich will be found in our country, will go on
increasing, and will eventually fill up the vast.plains which
we recerve for European emigration. Another character-
istic of this emigration, is that of those.133,000 -emigraats,
nearly 40,000 came from the United States; and among
these-40,000 there were 12,000 French Canadians who re-
tarned to the North-West, which means to our country. It is
well understood Mr. Speaker, that not only in this House,

but also in the Legislature of the Province of Qnebec, a

desire has been expressed that the Government should
make some effort to repatriate our fellow subjeets. 1 think

that one of the most efficacions means which. the

Government could employ to attain this end, is to demon:

strate to them that they have a better future in this coun-
try than in the United States; that here they can

find the means to maintain themselves and their fam-
ilies, and that, at all events, if they canmot find these
means in the Province of Quebes, that they can, at
least, in the North-West, There, at.lesst, they will have the
congolation of being at home and of living. under their own
laws, and under the constitution of their native oconmutry.

All this, Mr. Speaker, points to &.very satisfactory stata. of

things, and we.are not surprised to see the Speech from the

Throne announce that the financial state of the counury is

in & most prosperous. state, and that the surplus for the past
rear. amounts to over $7,000,000, THe Speech from the
hrone slludes in a. few words. to the guestion of the

Oufh:d’imf Paﬁ?: Railway, aod ‘tih this '*t;imiq. ahon&%esg:

10 have, for this.grest question, the experience which tl



8

COMMONS DEBATES.

JANUARY 18,

like at this moment to speak with his experience and attain-
ments, but I believe that hon, gentlemen in this House
who have sat here before me, have already been made
familiar with the resources of this great enterprise as well
as the means to accomplish this undertaking, and I will not
.afford jthem any new information in telling them that in
the year just ended the Canadian Pacific Railway Company
has made wonderful progress. In reality it has constructed
not less than 693 miles of railway, of which 553 miles are
on the main line and 140 miles of branch lines. On the
Western Division they have laid rails on 377 miles, bringing
the line to the summit of the Rocky Mountains, a distance
of 96V ‘miles from Winnipeg. The company now proposes,
at the vommencement of the coming summer, to construct
and put in operation a line of steamboats from Lake
Huron to Thunder Bay, on Lake Superior, This will
enable them to distribute the tide of emigration for &
distance of nearly 1,400 miles from Port Arthar. These
resuits could not be more satisfactory for the country; and
if the Canadian Pacific Railway Company has not succeeded
as well as it expected in floating its bonds in foreign markets,
the energy which it has displayed, the devotion which it
has manifested in the execution of this enterprise which
has been entrusted to it by the country deserves from
this House, that its efforts should be aided and seconded,
and as my learned colleague from Glengarry (Mr. Mac.
master), remarked that we make it apparent that we can
assure the success of our national enterprises even against
the hostile foroes arraigned against them. We are also
happy to learn, Mr, Speaker, that the Intercolonial Railway
has been a source of revenue this year to the country.
Constructed atfirst in a military and politieal point of view,
the Intercolonial Railway becomes to-day a success as
- & commercial enterprise, and this is a subjeet for congra-
tulation. Nevertheless I might remark, and I believe the
Government will perfectly understand its duty in the matter,
that this coad, whilst a commercial success, must not cease to
be a public enterprise, an enterprise for the benefit of the
gvrovinoes which it traverses as for the whole Confederation.
© must not forget that each Province has contributed alike
to its construction, that each contributes to its maintenance,
and that each Province ought to have the benefit of its
natural advantages in the arrangement of its tariff, 1 will
not farther extend my remarks on what refers to the legis-
Jation relative to the material interests of the country, and
1 will briefly review the other subjects which are submitted
for our oconsiderstion. The Speech from the Throne in-
forms us that the Government has the intention of sub-
mitting to this House & measure, which has, for its object,
the assimilation of the electoral laws in all the Provinces.
11 always seemed to me that it was an anomaly to leave the
wleotoral franchise of the Dominion in the hands of the
Local Legislatures, and if, 8o far, this state of affairs has
not uced serious inconveniences, I think, nevertheless,
thata measure of this kind is most opportune; if up to to-day
‘this state of things has not caused serious embarrassinents,
one thing is certain, it is that our electoral franchise is in
the hands of Provincial Legislatures which ¢an change or
modify them entirely, and determine that we the members
of Federal representation in going forth from these precincts
may find ourselves face to face with an election law
altogether different from the one uunder which we were
elected. I think it is the daty of this Legislature to take up
the question of our electoral franchise, and all that I can
-say is that for my part whilst the legislation seems to me
timely, 1 have only to express a hope that the Government
in o ing to popular liberty, will at the same time bear
in mind and make dae allowance for the conservative
character of our population. The development of manu-
factares in -this country necessitates legislation for the
tion of persons therein employed, we ought to profit

g’ tho' expefience of other countries; that experience

teaches us that the development of manufactures in a great
number of States, especially in the great manufacturing
centres, has had the effect ot injurit;g the moral and intel-
lectual progress of the people; this Legislature will act
wisely in taking, at the earliest possible moment, the means
to protect women and children, who are generally the per-
sons employed in the factories. The consolidation of the
Statutes is an important service which the Legislature is
rendering to the country, and we learn with a great deal of
pleasure that this work is so far advanced, the report which
will be submitted to the House will be received with a great
deal of pleasure and we hope that it will be sooni accomplished.
Mr. Speaker, we also learn with a great deal of pleasure
that certain administrative difficulties which might have
arisen between the Central Government and one of the
Provinces are on the way to an advantageous settlement.
There is one feature of Hnglish statesmen which I have
always admired : it is to find a solution for all difficnlties,
and settlement of all political differences by the means of
diplomacy. There is an old adage “that for every evil
there is a remedy.” I think that this adage applies fo
politics as well as .to other things ; and I see with pleasure
that our Canadian statesmen follow the noble example of
English diplomatists, It is of the first importance that our
rulers adopt, from the start, this manner of overcoming
difficulties which may arise between the Provinces or be-
tWeen the Central and Provincial Governments. These,
Mr, Speaker, in a few words, are the important subjects
which are submitied for our consideration, and to which
His Exoellency the Giovernor General invites our attention.
The appeal which is made is addressed to all hon, members
of this House, no matter to what party they belong. We
come from different parts of this great Confederation, We
represent different interests, counties in Provinces whose
resources and whose wants are different; but there is a
common ground on which we can all meet. This ground
is the general interest of this Confederation. We, Mr.
Speaker, the members of the Province of Quebec,
occupy = special position, a somewhat unique position, in
this House and in the sountry. We are the minority ; we
have interests different from yours; we have our own
language; we profess a different religion from you; our
institutions, our usages, our customs, differ from yours;
bat I think you will bear us testimony that so far we have
resolutoly, loyally and generously embraced the idea which
predominates in the organization of the new political con-
stitation under which we live. Indeed, from our youth,
from our infancy, we have learned from our public men to
imbibe this idea; we have learned to defend and. protect
our own rights; but we have also learned to respect those
of others. I need not mention any names, but there is one
man whose memory is still fresh in this Homse; it is that
of 8ir George Etienne Cartier. That man would not for
the whole world have abandoned one iota of the inheri-
tance which his predecessors left him ; but, Mr. Speaker,
you can, at the same time, pay this testimony to him, that
never, no never, was he backward when it was a question
of defending, of protecting, of respecting the
rights of those who were mnot his fellow-citizens.
This House and the country has just rendered him a worthy
tribute in decreeing that a statue shall be erected to him
in front of these precincts. Well, Mr. Speaker, we, the
members from Quebec, we have no other ambition than to
follow this model—to follow the example set un by this man
-—example which is 8o well followed by those who represent
him at the head of the political institutions of the country.
We embraoce these ideas, and we are here, within these pre-
cincts, with the sincere desire of loyally oo operating, of
faithfully working for the material, moral and intellectual
development of this beautifal country. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank you for the indalgence which you have extended
to me, I thank, also, this honorable House for the sttention
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they have bestowed on me, notwithstanding the fact that
I speak a language which is not understood by a great
number of the members of this House. Before taking my
seat I humbly ask permission to second the motion
now placed before the E)nse by the hon. member from
Glengarry (Mr. Macmaster).

Mr. BLAKE. Mr. Speaker, although the hon. member
for Glengarry (Mr. Macmaster) closed his address to the
House by declining to tender the traditional apology, [ will
not so far follow his example as to decline to tender the
traditional compliment, and I will assure you, that so far as 1
could judge, be has not merely,on this occasion, been provided
with that which he seemed to think essential to a gentle-
man of his profession—a brief—but he stuck to it with
very ecommendable accuracy of thought and attention, and
he paid, it seems to me, a poor compliment to those who
entrusted him with the honor of moving the Address when
he declared himself to be in want of that essential prelimi-
nsriy to an advocate’s speech. My hon. friend, if he
will allow me to eall him so, who seconded the motion,
opened his observations by complaining of the task imposed
upon him as a young member, and he said that he thought
from his point of view, as I understood him, it ought to be
some of the older hon. members, who were more accus-
tomed to these matters, who had had more to do with them,
who were more responsible for them, who should be called
upon to explain, in a fuller and more authoritative manner
than he could hopé to do, the topics which were under dis-
cus-ion, But the hon. gentleman, after having made that
apology, which the hon. gentleman from Glengarry dis-
dained to make, proceeded to discuss those matters in a
manner which indicated, I think, that he was also fully
equal to the task imposed upon him. There was, it is true,
on one occasion at any rate, some slight discrepancy in the
statements of the hon. gentlemen, but, generally speaking,
Mr. Speaker, I may say that both of them adhered toler-
ably well to the text of the document which they were
asked to give their assent to, and 1o which they were
inviting the assent of this Chamber. That document is long,
bat, though long, it is, perhaps, quite as remarkable for
what it omits as for what it contains. I entirely
agree with the paragraph, and with the expressions upon
that paragraph, which have reference to the nobleman who
has been lately appointed to preside over us, It is a for-
tunate circamstance that for many years we should have
had a succession of distinguished gentlemen as Vieeroys
of Canada, and it is a fortunate circumstance also, I think,
that thoy are men who, having already approved them-
selves to be fit for that position, by the place they have taken
in public affairs of the Mother Country, were yet men in the
prime and vigor of life, fully equal to an energetic and
active discharge of those fanctions which devolve even
upon a constitutional Governor here, and of whom we may
fairly o::?ect that they come here to improve and inerease
their it and reputation ; to approve themselves capable
of still higher positions in that public service te whick they
have devoted themselves; and, therefore, there is every in-
ducement to their discharging, as those in the past have
discharged, to the full their duty to the country. We do
not expect, as I once before observed here, from those who
come to rule over us, indiscriminate praise and eunlogy, but
we are entitled to expect, and [ am glad to say we do re-
csive, marks of an abiding attachment on the part of those
wl}o have remained among us for five or six years, towsrds
this country, and a public exhibition of that abiding at-
tachment and interest in the country, which certainly mast
be, a8 the hon, gentlemen have observed, of great advan-
tage to us in the coantry to which we look for so much, in
reference to our development, and our relations with which
are 80 important. I feel, Mr, , very glad indeed to
lumzﬂw.scme arrangements have beon made, which the

Government think they may with confidence submit to Par-
liament, for oclosing all questions at issue between
the Province of British Columbia and the Dominion

of Canada. It would be entirely premature to dis-
cuss, in any detail, the particular arrangements
with respect t which the papers are not

before us, but which, we are informed, we shall certainl
receive full information about within a very short time.
was 8 little amused to observe, however, the principles
upon which this settlement, in its main feature, was based,
as publicly announced by the envoy of the Administration
in the Provinoce of British Columbia. I should have sup-
posed that the settlement was based upon a fair and liberal
oconsideration of what the claims were of British Columbia
upon Canada, but I find that it wasnot so—that it was upon
other considerations—upon the coneiderations of the claims
of the city of Victoria upon the First Minister. I quote
from the report of the speech of the Minister of Jastice at
Victoria, in which he announced that result :

 With reforence to the Settlement Bill, as it is called by the Looal
Administration, 8ir Alexander (Qampbell assured the deputationm,
reiterating the isngna'ge of his colleague, Sir Johu Macdonald, that the
Goverament of the Dominion has every inteation to see that the line
between Esquimalt and Nanaimo is construoted. This, Sir John A.
considers & debt which he owes to Viotoria, for the eonfidensce placed in
him by the electors, when they returned him as their representative.”
Mr. Speaker, an honest man pays his debts, but he pays
them with his own money. But the hon. gentleman pro-
Eoses to pay his debts, incurred in the constituencies which

onor him with their confidence, at our expense, and this
is formally announced in the course of the discussion which
results in the settlement which is to be brought before us.
I was a little amused, also, to observe thatthe arrangement
involves a surrender to the Americans. I find that a large
company is incorporated for the coustruction of the Island
Railway, and that it is composed of sandry magnates who
are very well known to fame, and who are intere¥ted, the
hon. member for Glengarry may be surprised to hear, in
the hostile railway-—the Union Pacific Railway. I find
the name of C. B. Huntingdon; I find the name of Mr,
Gregory; I find the name of Mr, Stanford. I find
names familiar to most of us, as magnates of the Pacific
coast—kings of that country virtually by reason of their
connection with the Pacific Railway—with whom hon.
gentlemen opposite are contracting, and to whom they
propose to surrender the coal lands and various privileges
connected with the construction of the railway. They are
useful persons to deal with, I have no doubt, as the 1i-
cation of the recent correspondence in conneotion with the
Pacific Railway proves, and I hope the hon. gentleman was
extremely careful to caution his colleague when he dealt
with these gentlemen—whose leiters are before me in part,
and I would read them 1f I had no other matters of import-
ance to discuss—to caution him that such things sh not
happen in Canada as happened in railway negotiations with
the same parties in the neighboring country. Now, the
Speech alludes to the North-West, and the only reference
that is made to the general condition of that conntry is a
reference to the rapid increase of population which has
taken place, and which is said to necessitate some farther
amendment of some of the laws affecting the territory. Bat
the hon, gentlemen who were supplied with the brief on
this oceasion had, I think, in this partiocular, some reason
to compiain, beeause upon former occasions the brief oen-
tained the figures for the immigration to the North-West,
Upon former ocoasions we were told at an early day, by
the sauthority of the Guvernment conveyed to those hon,
gentlemen, what the fignres were for the year. We have
not got them for this year., Total figures have been given
us ; fignres have been given ns with reference to immi
tion from -the United States, but we are not told what the

 inerease to the population of the North-West was. Is- it

uncharitable in me to eonjeeture that it is beoause the
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figures given last year have not been verified by
results? Is it because there would be an unpleasant
contrast between the figures of 75,000, exclusive

of the suggested Irish immigration en masse, which
we were told would enter the North-West last year, and
the results ? I think we might know,even to-day, whether
those steps were taken which for two or three years have
been pressed on the hon. gentleman, and which last year he
promised me very faithfully he would see fulfilled, for the
admeasurement of the actusal settlement in that country.
Up to this time my opinion is, as I have said before, that
the principle of calculation upon which he has proceeded is
one which is purely conjectural, and which does not actually
mesasure what the settlement in the country was.” Well, we
have not, as I have said, the figures, and so, althoagh the
Speech has told us that there is a rapid increase of popula-
tion ; although the hon. gentlemen were instructed as to the
figures in other parts, we were not told how rapid that in-
crease has been which interests this legislation. Now, there
is nothing more, a3 1 have said, on the Noith-West, but
much more ought to have been said, and here it is that I
complain a little of the silence of those who have proposed
to assent to this Speech, as well as of the absence of a state.
ment in the Address iteelf. We know that there is more to
be said about the North-West ; we know that there is disap-
pointment ; we know that there is discomtent ; we know that
there is agitation and difficulty there; we know that many
things which & year ago we pointed out, which for severai
years we have been pointing out, would tend to create dis-
content in that conntry, are creating trouble and discontent,
and that no word is said as to the task which is to devolve
upon this Parliament of considering these great questions,
and of taking care that so far as they may be remediable
the causes of that discontent may be remedied. Hon.

entlemen may say, no; it is nothing, it is merely a tempest
in a teapot; it is something that is not serious, ButI
observe the Prime Minister of that Province, a friend of
hon. gentlemen opposite, only the other day, at one of the
banquets that are given to Members of Parliament in
Winnipeg, and of one of which I believe the hon. Member
for Provencher (Mr. Royal) was the fortunate recipient,
followed immediately afterwards by a banquet, participated
in by the hon. member for Wellington—I observed so late
as the 9th of January the Prime Minister of the Province
* is reported to have said:

‘¢ At present we are on the verge of a crisis from which we must
emerge in a better or worse condition. Not, however, until the masses
were made aware of the situation would they stand up and maintain
their rights. The time had arrived when Manitoba must be placed on
a level with the other Provinces of the Dominion.”

He referred to the cry that Manitoba was petted and
pampered, and said : i

“ Not one new arrival had been in the Province three months before
he who before was loud in its denunciations was equally loudin de-
manding its rights. The eyes of the farmers had been opened, and
they were alarmed at the prospect. These matters would shorily en-
groqthe "t??nhon, not only of the Provincial but of the Dominion

arliamen

That is the statement which the First Minister made
at & recent period in reference to the condition of that
country, but of it we have heard no word, either in the
Speech delivered to us or in the observations of the hon.
gentlemen who have indicated the general run of the dis-
cussion for this Session. Now, we know that the policy of
the administration in that country—one particular part of
their administrative policy—could not be effectively criti-
cised during last Session for the reason that the papers
which were demanded were not brought down. I refer to
the papers connected with the closing of land in southern
Manitoba. They were asked for, and the order was pro-
mised, but they have not glet reached the House, and by
oonsequence, it was impossible to engage in adiscussion upor
that subject. It is enough to say that that order has bg:n
Mr, Brakx,

reversed, and that at a very late period the policy which
had dictated, most improperly and wrongly, the closing of
southern Manitoba to settlement, has been changed. I have
observed that the ordinary sources of information on the
part of newspapers which support the Government have
praised each of these transactions. When southern Manitoba
and the mile belt were closed, it was a wise and statesman-
like thing. When it was attempted to sell, by public auc-
tion, these lands, that also was a wise, statesmanlike and a
proper thing. But when the policy for closing was reversed,
when the policy of selling was reversed, and when once
again they were opened, that was the wisest and most
patriotic, the most sensible thing of all. Well, I believe
it was., But it seems to me hon. gentlemen are easily satis-
fied if, with all these various policies in the course of a
short tew months, they are equally pleased as each one is
Fresented. Sir, the policy did not last a long time, but it

asted long enough to do agreat deal of harm, There were
numerous persons who had settled upon homesteads in
southern Manitoba who had a right to expect that the
keeping of that country open would %e continnons ; who had
a right to expect that the neighbouring lands would be
opened for homesteading; who did expect, and who went
there on the faith of it ; who communicated with friends to
go on and join them, and who were disappointed in their
expectations, as were many of those who did and
attempt to join them, by the clesing of the reserves. Of
that step no explanation has been given, I think an
explanation is due to the country, because I believe it is to
be one of the not unimportant causes of the difficulties in
the North-West, and to have created a set-back which will
last much longer than the policy itself has lasted. Well,
then, there were other difficulties which were attracting the
attention of the people of that country, and have attracted
the attention of the constituted autborities of that portion
of it which extends beyond the bounds of Manitoba. We
complained of the policy of locking up lands by the lavish
arrangements which were made as to the acreage to be
granted to various colonization companies. We pointed ont
the hon. gentleman was repeatedly informed that the
practical results of the arrangements was that the companies
asserted in some shape or other, and effected in some
shape or other—whether by law or without law was
immaterial to the purpose—some sort of control or check
over those lands which were said to continue open to home-
steading, and the general settlement was interfered with to
a much larger extent than hon. gentlemen indicate. It was
not very long after this policy was adopted that it, too, was
reversed by the Government iteelf, It is not many months ago
since, I believe, an Order in Council was passed suspending
a further grant of lands for colonization purposes, and we
know that the very great bulk of the companies which were
organized have utterly failed. But there, too, their policy and
the consequent opening of these lands for settlement or sale
has not prevented a mischief from being done, becanse at a
time when the eyes and expectations of numerous people
were upon that country, and when there was a strong
desire to settle, difficulties were thrown in the way of
settlers and the progress of the country was seriously
checked. I have said that the constituted authorities of the
North-West have protested against the companies which
were in active operation, and I believe amongst - the
remonstrances which were forwarded to the Government, is
one which is from the North-West Council, in reference to
the operation of the policy and the operations of a particular
company. Woell, there were other causes of discontent, to
which also we have referred. We pointed out that the
settler in that country, although when he first came there
he wonld treat as part of his capital expenditure, as part of
his investment, the expenses of transport and the necessary
incidentals to-:the first settlement, yet would he be found
seriously inopnvenienced, as & rule, by these necessary
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expenses; that in that country, having the great advantage
of the settler being able o plough without clearing, there
were other initial expemses—expenses connected with build-
ings, fences, &c., which were to be set, to some extent,
against that advantage, and that ihe remoteness of the
country, the expenses of tramsport, and these initial
expenses, cortainly demanded the greatest consideration on
the part of the suthorities who believed, as I thiok
this House at large believes, as I think the country
beliaves, that what is really for the interest of the
country is that the North-West should, at the earliest
moment, be settled with & thriving, industrious,
prosperous, and contented agricultural population. We
pointed out that there would be financial difficulty in
the way ot the settler ; and yet, in the face of tha difficulty,
great as it was, with the financial burdens imposed on him,
the Government took the step of increasing those tariff
burdens st the last Session. Then there was the faurther
difficulty in connection with the disallowance of the Pro-
vincial railway charters within the bounds of the old Pro.
vince of Manitoba ; a course which, as I have pointed out
more than once is, in my view, a derogation of the rights
of the Province as a member of the Confederation, is not
called for by the contract of the Canadian Pacific Railway
Company, and is opposed to the express declaration made
on the subject when the contract was being passed through
the House. And the result of this difficulty, of the check
in looking elsewhere which the Government has interposed,
bas been that the people of that country have now their
eyes turned tuwards the Hudson Bay, and they are anxious,
even desirous, that their boundaries shall be extended and
their large obligations increased by the Government and
Parliament, on the faith and credit of the people of & new
Province, already struggling under considerable difficulties
necessarily incident to the settlement of a new country, in
order that a railway may be built to that Bay, and they
may thus obtain some means of escape from the greivances
which they feel to be so serions in regard to railway com:
munication. 1 will not enlarge on the consequences of the
scheme if it be successful. I am sure that after what has
been said in regard to the Pacific Railway contract and the
means of outlet and inlet to that country, the hon. Minister
of Railways will be found assisting to the utmost of his
power the HHudson Bay Railway; and ‘whatever the conse-
quences may be to us in the east, it is impossible that we
can refuse to those people any means of ingress or
egress open to them in that direction. It is quite
true with respect to this very question of the mono;lml y and
consequent high rates, that some redress has lately been
accorded. Within a few days a very important reduction
has been made in the tariff on grain carried over tho
Oanadian Pacific Railway. And I am glad to know it it
is a fortunate omen. It indicates that the company is ac-
oessible to the remonstrances of the people, when suffici-
ently loudly expressed; but it indicates also that those
complaints which were made as to the tariff were sound
complaints, It indicates that the Tariff was too high; or
else why was the reduction made ? It indicates, therefore,
that the grievance which we said would arise has arisen,
and at any moment may recur. On the whole, this sub.
Ject, to which the hon. gentleman has thought fit not to
give any attention in the Speech from the Throne, and
which the bon. members who moved and seconded the
Address in reply, thought unworthy of notice, seems to
be & very serious one, one of the most serions which we
have before us. It seems to me that history is repeating
iteelf, and that the same Government, presided over by the
same hon, First Minister, which a nnmger of years ago, in
the early history of our conmection with the North-West,
imperilled that connection by its course of administration,

has done much to thwart the progress and check the feel- | g

ings of cordiality and kindness which ought to exist

between other people of that district and the people of the
rest of the Dominion. With respect to the Canadian
Pacific Railway, the hon. gentlemen who have spoken
have indicated that the Speech ocontains matter
in truth on which we ought to congratulate our-
selves, We have heard much of the immense exertiins
which the company have made, of the great work which
they have done, and we are told it is of the last conse-
quence that the railway should be completed within two
years from the present time. Mr, Speaker, I consider the
statement made in the Speech to be one of a grave and
alarming character. It informs us that during the recess
of Parliament the Government took the responsibility of
arrangiug for the guarantee of the interest at & certain rate
upon $65,000,000 of the stock of the railway, on receivin

cash and securit'es. That was a transaction which, as

understand it, was not authorized by the law. The Gov-
ernment, no doubt, has power to sell terminable annuities,
but their power to sell them is contained in legislation,
which enables them to do that for the p e of obtaining
cash to pay our debts; and I do not understand that they
have power to issue terminable annuities in exchange for
anything else but that; and, therefore, in so far as this was
a transaction in which what the Government received was
gecurities and not cash, I am not familiar with any clause
of any Act of Parliament which justifies that step. Bat if
it were justified, it was a very grave step to take, Tt
involved a very large transaction, and we have not yet
before us any indication whatever as to what the securities
were; what the quid pro quo was, what the consideration
was, in respect of which the Government undertook thia
particular obligation. The transaction is said to have been
justified, accomplished as it was within & comparatively
brief date of the meeting of Parliament, by the importance
to the country of steadying and increasing the value of the
stock of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company. And I
have no doubt, as has happened before with other Govern-
ments—aud it is the ordinary recourse under such circum-
stances—had it succeeded, its justification would have
been said to have been its success ; but it has not got
that poor justification for a step of this des-
cription; for, instead of having succeeded it is
said to have failed. And, indeed, I am unable to per-
ceive how, if it were true that for every dollar guaranteed a
dollar of tangible and available securities was handed over
by the company, which might otherwise have been used,
the transaction, although it might enhance the price of
existing stock for the purpose of buying and selling, could
not be said to have the elements of permanent success. If,
on the other hand, we are to give without getting, that is a
different transaction. But no new plan is indicated. We
are told the particular plan which the Government adogted
has failed, and we are told that we are to expect something
or other in substitution for it. The reason that is given for
this is & single reason : It is said that the Canadian Pacific
Railway Company are about to anticipated the period at
which it was to complete the work, and that in order to
anticifate that period the company require, at an earlier
date, I suppose, and perhaps to a larger extent, cash than it
would otherwise require. We all recollect the boasts that
have been indulged in for the past two years, as to this
anticipation of the work. We recollect the glorifications
in which hon. gentlemen opposite indulged as to the stand-
ing and financial strength and connections of the corpora-
tors of the Canadian Pacific Railway. We recollect the
sense of relief which they expressed themselves to feel and
in which they asked the House topartioﬂipaﬁe, and the coun-
try to indulge, as to the burden lifted off our shoulders and
placed on the shoulders of men who were able, willing, and
ready to bear it; and then when they came to be, a8 hon.
entlemen said, “better than their word”—whben it was

alleged that the company were going to santicipate the
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termination of the contract—we were told that while this
would be good for the country, it was done in the interest
of the company, becaunse it wonld be good also for them;
becsuse they believed it was a wise policy to anticipate the
period fixed for the completion of the Railway. They said,
we rejoice at it and call wpon youall to rejoice and
fall down and worship the great Canadian Pacific Railway
Company and the Government which has created it and
which is overshadowed by the glory of its doings.

For two years it has been dinned into our ears that this

corporation was about to complete the road. Now it turns
ovut that the Parliament of Canada is to be called on to
enable them to do it; that it is to the Parliament and the
people of Canada they. are to look for further assistance of
an indefinite character to enable them to execute their con-
tract in the form and manner which they deem to be most
advantageous for themselves. Now, I have, on former
ocessions, standing here, pointed out from time to time
what the position of the Canadian Pacific Railway was
from the statements of the Government themselves, and
from the statements of the company themselves. I bave
inted out what the cost of their road would be, accord-
ing to their own calculations ; what the value of their sub-
sidies of various descriptions was, according to their own
calculations ; what the balance would be, according to their
own calculations. And hon. gentlemen opposite have said,
well, it is very important, it is extremely valuable—we
hope these speeches will receive a wide circulation ; they
are extremely favourable to the Canadisn Pacific Railway
Company, I, however, have been obliged to point out, and 1
did so last Session on more than one occasion, that it was
not the magnitude of their subsidies or the excellence of the
position accorded to the company under the contract which
would relieve the enterprise from risk if prudent manage-
ment did not attend its execution, and amongst the points
of difficulty was this very one of a too rapid prosecution of
the work, Speed means cost, and you cannot press a work
beyond a certain point, as was proved in former discussions
on this very subject, and as shown very clearly by the
report of the former Chief Engineer of the road, without
the cost being very largely enhanced. We are told that
the speed has not only been great but that it bas been
unprecedented in the history of railway building; and if
speed means cost what does unprecedented speed mean? It
is clear that the work has cost more than it would have
cost had it been prosecuted more slowly. You
cannot suddenly obtain the supply of labour required
for such a purpose to an extent double or treble
what would be required for slower progress, without raising
the cost of labour, and in that regard, asin other regards, as
I have said, 1 re)};eat, speed means cost. The early comple.
tion of the work, its completion at so early a date as is
talked of, of coarse accelerates the period of less profitable
working. We have not all of us yet forgotten the state-
ments by which the price to be paid the company was
justified. It was said, there is to ge a long period after
the completion of the road before you can get any settle-
ment and develop the traffic, during which the working
will be unremunerative, and for which we have to com-
pensate, in advance, by paying a larger price, and that is
included in the sum of the price we paid. But accelerated
oonstruction, accelerated completion, mesns, of course, the
acceleration of the point of that very unprofitable working
to which hon. gentlemen allude. It means more. It does not
merely &ccelerate the point of commencement, but it inten-
sifies the character of the unprofitableness of the working,
because the faster you build, the fewer years you allow for
the development of the country, the development of the trade,
the introduction of a population to sustain the railway when
it is bailt, obviously the greater are the difficulties of work-
ing when you complete. Nor am I able to agree that the
extreme rapidity which has beeen used and which is in-

Mr. BLAKRER.

tended to be used, has done real good to the country. Iam
not able to agreein that view, and I think if the hon. gentle-
man would enquire in the North-West he would find that
that sentiment is largely entertained. Amongst the diffi-
culties of settling that country, is the difficulty of isolation,
the sparseness of the settlements ; and what has been done
by the extreme rapidity of construction bas been to in-
crease that difficulty as well. People have been scattered
over & wide expanse of country in which their difficulties
have been made greater by this cause ; and they have been in-
duced to look rather to the chance of some fortunate location
tarning out to be a town site, or & mine, than to the steady
development of the agricultural resources of the
country, upon which its future must, after all, depend ; which
steady development will be greatly favoured by comparative
density of settlement, and as seriously hindered by sparse-
ness of settlement. Now there is a defence of course, and
that defence is the boom ; but I do not know that the boom
has done the North-West much good either. 1do not know
that the great balloon which the hon. gentlemen set floating
in the air, which looked so splendid and to which they
directed all eyes, presents the same flourishing appearance
to-day ; and I believe the future of that country has, upon
the whole, not merely not been helped, but has been seriously
retarded by the course of inflation and speculation which
their policy in this and other respects invited and
encouraged; and that, therefore, it cannot be said in respect
to the boom any more than in other respects that
this rapidity of construction which induced the boom,
and which we now learn i8 to be had at our cost
instead of the cost of the company, was an advantage
to the North-West. Hon. gentlemen say in the Speech that
the reason of the guarantee is the need to sell the unissued
stock. Without entering, on thir oceasion, into details, I
must say that I do not find that statement very much in
accord with the statements which are officially made by
the president and by the vice-president of the company,
from which it appears that their other resources, irrespec-
tive of the unissved stock, would be}adequate to the con-
struction of the road, It is said that the stock is not sale-
able at its fair market price. Now, I moved for, and the
House ordered, papers on this subjest, but the information
which wus ordered has not been brought before uws. It
sbould be brought before us. We know that the stock
nominally is $100,000,000. We know that the original
issue was said first to be sixty, but I believe that later
information is more accurate, which places as the price
at which the syndicate, to whom it was entrusted, received
it at fifty, and therefore the stock is issued at some-
where about one half its nominal value. We know from
the newspapers, if the market reports are to be trusted, thut
it has been selling at & preminm which has varied from
fifty to sixty, occasionally going up above sixty, meaning a
premium of from ten to twenty or twenty-five. Hon. gentle-
men opposite say that is not enough, that it should sell at
the highest premium on its issue price,.and as it will not,
let us make up the difference. Now, I maintain that amongst
the information which is essential in order to Parliament’s
intelligent consideration of any plan or scheme for the
relief of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, is the full-
est infermation of all transactions in connection with this
stock. We have discussed the subject before, and I have
pointed ont the inferences which are to be drawn from
such meagre information as-we have. We have called for .
farther papers, and I ask that these papers should be
speedily brought down, amd that, as part of the cause
Justificativeof this proposed transaction, we should know how
it is that $45,000,000 or $55,000,000 is the actuoal sum of what
has been received for them. But that is not the only difficulty
which, as it seemed to me, was brought on the company
by the poticy of that corporation, aided and encouraged
and backed by the Government of the day, in taking that.
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course. I bhave pointed out before, and I repeat, that this con-
tract, large and liberal as were the subsidies that were
nted, and extensive as were the privileges which were
allotted to the corporators, was one of groat magnitude—one
which required the undivided energy and devotion of those
engaged in it, to the completion of the contracted line;
and ‘1 have pointed out that the time, the energy,
the capital, the credit and the resources of the
company have been largely devoted to objects not
embraced within the limits of the contracted lina.
Some of these are more justifiable than others; but ot all of
them it is to be said that they are transactions in respect
of which, if the company entered into them at all, it was
to be expected that they would not be entered into to the
detriment of any one of the elements of success to which I
have referred, in the contracted line. Take the Canada
Central ; the Montreal, Ottawa and Ocoidental ; the Lauren-
tian ; the St. Lawrence and Ottawa ; the Atlantic and North-
~Western ; the Ontario and Quebee; the Credit Valley ; the
Toronto, Grey and Bruce ; the Hamilton and North Western ;
the London Junction; the South Eastern; irrespective of
the Algoma Mills Branch, the North-West branches, and
North-West lines—in most of these it is established that
the company have meddled in one way or other;
and in others it is asserted, and I believe rightly,
that they have also meddled, in some to a greater,
in some to a less extent. The capital involved in the
acquisition of these various lines runs into the tens of mil-
lions, amounting to probably as much as $30,000,000; and
I attribute a great portion of the difficulties in which the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company are now confessedly
involved, to the circumstance that they have engaged in
matters not contracted for in their contract, and that with
the capital which was directly due to the performance of
the contract, they have done much more than the contract
demanded, and have done that more in their own interest. I
pointed out also that the course which was pursued in pro-
posing to consiruct another railway in competition with
the other great railway of the country, through Ontario,
would almost inevitably have the result it has had, and
would invite the hostility of that other railway, to the
detriment of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company. I
regretted, and I repeat the regret, that that hostile attitude
should have existed. I know not whether it now exists;
but I maintain that it was hardly expected that it could be
avoided when this competition, whioh was not necessary to
the completion of the Canadian Pacific Railway proper, was
ongaged in. In all these things, and for all these things, the
Government have had a large part and have assumed a
large rosponsibility ; they bave promoted, encouraged, and
aided them ; they have supported them by granting all the
assistance, all the legislation that was desired to give these
additional powers ; they encouraged them by the method of
distributing the subsidies in the original contract—by
anting an inordinate amount towards the prairie section
inetead of reserving it for those difficult ends of the. work
which are yet to be completed, and in respect to which we
are to be asked to deal still more lavishly. We contended
that the subsidies should be distributed in accordance with
the cost of the respective portions of the work. Hon
geutlemen opposite said: no, we want to put the
company into a first-class position, and we will give them
what is admitted to be a disproportionate part of the
sabsidy at the beginning, That is what they did, and the
results have been just a8 we predicted. And, Sir, while this
i8 80, while at this early period, after making the contract,
the Government are obliged to make the melancholy state-
ment contained in the Speech, we did not hear one word in
connection with that statement in reference to the invita-
tien to be given to us to modify the terms of the contract,
or &ny proposal to amnex any condition for the relief of the
coumtry by the removal or mitigation of those obnozious

portions of the contract which are more oppressive to the
community than profitable to the corporation. 8ir, I will
not enter into other topics connected with the Railway,
But as I take a view entirely opposite to that taken by the
hon, gentlemen who have moved and seconded the Address,
as to the condition of things deveioped by the paragraph, I
felt it mnecessary to say so much. The Speech refers
to the condition of the conntry, and it tells us that the
harvest has been less productive than some of its prede-
cessors, and that thero has been; owing to the rapid expan-
sion of our commerce, some little over-trading; but it
asserts that there is a general condition of prosperity. I
congratulate the hon. member for Glengarry upon the
dexterous manner—borrowed, I dare say, from his avoca-
tions in the other sphere to which he alladed—in whioch he
slipped over this remark. He did it very well. He folt
that the least said the soonest mended, and he got on the
ice and off of it as fast as possible. I do not know that he
got upset, but it appears to me he ran a considerablo risk
of it. We remember the admirable exhibitions made by
speakers on former ocoasions, when they were developing
this part of the usual Speech from the Throne. If we re-
member the beautiful exhibitions afforded to us, first by
the mover, and then by the seconder, as late as last Session ;
if we remember the longth of time they took in their perform-
ance; if we remember the easeaud grace, andthe apparent
delight and joy with which they dwelt upon the condition of
the country on that oceasion, and contrast it with the hon.
gentleman’s dart.in and dart out again, we must feel that
in this particular he knew his business; but we must also
feel that the contrast is a little more seriovs—a little more
serious, in fact, than even the Speech from the Throne has
told us. In truth, the high Taritf policy of hon. gentlemen
opposite has proved itself largely a failure, The period of
good times, to which we were naturally entitled, came to us
a little later on account of the policy of hon. gentlemen op-
posite, and it has loft us much sooner than it ought to have
done. We had two or three years of it, during which
there were good crops, good markets, a good lumber trade,
large railway and other expenditures; during which
the people grew more wealthy, the importations crept ap
and the circumstances were such as hon. gentlemen were
pleaeed to dilate upon in the debate on the Address. Now
the conaitions are changed. They are sidly changed.
Why are they changed? And why are they changed so
soon? 1 agree with hon. gentlemen opposite as to the
deficient harvest ; I agree that they did not incorreetly ex-
press the degree of depression which is due to that camse.
There has been a very good harvest in very many parts of
the country. There has been an abundant harvest in many
parts of the country. In one section of the Province from
which I come—over a large region of it—one of its main
staple crops has, no doubt, lamentably failed; but other
crops have done well in that section, and in the eastern
portion of Ontario even that crop, so far as it was grown,
has done fairly well. In Manitoba, as we know, owing to
an unfortunate circumstance which we must all deploie, &
portion, although not a very large portion, of the cereal
whose cultivation is to be the staple of that country, was
frozen, and there difficulty ensued; but barring thee two
Eoints, there is no doubt that although the crop is not to
e described as equal to its predecessors, we have not been
subjected to the calamity of & very bad crop all over the
Dominion. The crop is inferior, but not & failure, and has
followed a very briet period of prosperity, during which we
had good crops and good prices, and a good Inmber market,
Surely then, the great policy which was to do so much for
this country ; which was to give us steadiness of prosperity,
steadiness of employment to our working men ; which was
to ensure to us & permanent condition of grosperity, in 80
far as anything can ensure it, ought to have carried us
over one partial failure of & crop. But what has happened
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is very serious, and it is not to be accounted for by the crop.
It is due to other circumstances more in the control of
the Administration than is the crop. I have observed on
former occasions, that while hon. gentlemen opposite,
addressing the people in the country, would not absolutely
tell a farmer that the crops were in their own hands, that

they could cause the sun to shine, and the rain to fall, and the
crop to grow, they had yet said—and the hon. gentleman
who is now langhing has himself said :—after all, you had
better vote for the Government that the sun shines on;
Providence is kind to us: support us. “ When the Grits
come in,” eaid the hon, First Minister, “ the weevil will come
in with them,” Thus they have told the poor people of the
cruntry who have, some of them, confided in them, that
there was some sort of high compact and alliance between
them and the supernal powers under which, by means not
to be disclosed to vulgar ears, yet none the less effective,
good crops were coincident with the existence of a Tory
Administration, I do not suppose they will take credit for
that any longer. Even although they have failed so
slightly, even althongh the crop bas not been so very bad, I
believe they are now ruch more disposed to attribute the
alternations of prosperity and adversity to conditions beyond
their control, and a crop beyond their control, than they
were in former days. But I deny that the change in
affairs is to be mainly, though to a congiderable extent it is,
to be attributed to such causes. It is to be attributed to
the policy of the Administration—a policy, in the first
place, of extravagant expenditure under which they
took and spent; a policy, in. the second place, of ex-
travagant collection under which they took what even
their extravagance could not enable them to expend,
under which they determined to abstract from the
people of the country, in these years that have lately passed
and the current year, about §20,000,000, which will cost the
ple of the country—the consumers—by the time they pay

1t, something approximating tw $30,000,000, and which
they used in order to pay for this same Canadian Pacific
Railway that once more dresses the Speech from the
Throne; a policy, under which, instead of borrowing at four
per cent. the $20,000,000 they wanted, they have caused
the people to pay $30,000,000 at something like seven or
eight per cent. Thoy thus abstracted from the people, at
the period they wanted it, something which made the
difference between & good and a bad crop. In addition to
& partial failure of one crop which we suffer from
Providence, they have brought on us what is equiva-
lent to the failure of another crop. They took what
they did take unjustly and unequally. They did more.
They invited and encouraged over-peculating and over-
trading. They fomented the North-West speculations by
the land arrangements which they made. The hon.
Minister, instead: of being a prudent pilot, told his

crew that if he were only as young as they and in trade he
would clap on full sail for a period of ten years of as-
sured Karoepeﬁty and then take in sail. How many of his

orew have taken in sail since, although the ten years have

not ela’[.\sed ? How many of s crew have gone down under

the sail which he told them to hoist and keep up for a ten

years’ voyage? They unduly stimulated every pet industry.

" What of the eotton industry ? the sugar industry ? the iron
industry ? and the glass industry ? and a half 8 dozen other

things I could mention which hon. gentlemen placed under

their hot-bed system, and in respect of which they brought

up numerous plants, and which have now largely withered.

Their policy resulted in over-investment in manufactures,

over-produgtion, over-trading, over-importation; and had

not others been wiser than the hon. Mg?xister of Finance;

had not others set that caution signal which he de-

clined to set, the consequences would have been much more .
serious than they actually were. If they were not more ! this Tariff

serioug it -is due to this circumstance. I trust that the

check which was administered by some leading men, who
had a better knowledge of the signs of the times than the
bon, gentleman, who were better able to jndge the course
of events than he—I say, the check they endeavoured to give
the administration one and a half years ago, and have been
repeating ever since, has mitigated the disaster which
might - otherwise have occurred. I trust it is limited
to a period of stringency and dullness without being
advanced as it wonld have been to a period of crisis and
collapse. If it be so, it is due to others and not to the
Finance Minister; aud even as it is, it—is bad enough, It
was oply last Session that the hon. gentleman who moved
the reply to the Address adverted to the list of bankrupt-
cies a8 an indication of the continued Erosperity of the
country, I pointed out to him that 1 thought
he had not referred to the anthorities or he wonld
have followed, by anticipation, the prudent course which
has been taken on this occasion and omitted refer-
ence to the subject. Although there was last year an
increase instead of, as the hon. gentleman st}j?posed, a dim-
inution, still the amount was moderate. Though enough
to warn people and cause them to be cautious, it was not
enough to indicate a then existing condition of & very
serious character, What is the roll call to day ? You find
that the number has enormously increased, about doubled ,if
I remember aright. You find that the amount of liabilities
isbetween two and three times the amount of last year,
according to one of the commercial reports, and between
four or five times as much, according to the other; you find
that, comparing our condition with that of the neighboring
Republic, we have nearly twice as many, in proportion to
those engaged in trade, who have snccumbed under the exces-
sive load which whey were carrying under the hon. gentle-
man’s advice, as they have on the other side. The hon.
gentleman has adverted on former occasions to the
bank stocks as an indication of the prosperity of the coun-
try. He said the other day, out in the country, that he did
not do so during his Budget Speech last year, because he
thought they were rather high. What does he think now ?
What does he think of the loss of some ten or twelve mii-
lions at least—I have not actually counted the figures, bat
that at least—in value since they touched that point?
What does that indicate in relation to the condition of the
country? What did a rise in stocks indicate? He said
advancing prosperity. Whatdoes a fall so serious indicate ?
I leave it to him to answer. And then we might make an
enguiry as to the condition ot the pet industries, Pride
and rejoicing were manifested in F\at years on the ground
of their vigour and prosperity. The hon.gentleman spoke
of them as things of which the country ou%ht to be proud.
It is true the people might be paying a little more, though
they disputed that, but what was that when you found men
engaged so vigorously in home production, and employing
80 many hands, and paying such liberal wages, and giving
such constant employment, and making sach large donations
to cha:itable objects, and generally prospering so much ?
What is the condition of the pet indusiries 1o0-day ? Has
that unhealthy stimulation which we said would take place
under the hot-bed Tariff of high prices, done good or harm ?
Has it not had the resalt we predicted, and are we not
reaping at an earlier day than even we predicted, and at &
much earlier day than he expeocted, when he made his pro-
phecies, the bitter harvest of his policy ? What is the con-
dition, under the National Policy to-day, of the great
industry of flour-milling in Canada? How does it stand ?
How does the Tariff affectit? Has the hon. gentleman
accommodated his little difference with the millers? Is he
about to relieve them from the difficulties under which
they say they labourand which prevent them, they say,
from grinding American flour in Canada? Has the result of
&tigved itself to be 8 result sound and just as

applied to country in that regard? How is it with
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reference to the balance of trade ? Why, I remember when
the hon. gentleman pointed out with pride and glory, I
_think only two years ago—

"An hon. MEMBER. Three years.

Mr. BLAKE, Three years was it?—that for the first
time in the history of Canada the balance of trade was in
its favour, that we had exported more than we imported,
and he told us what he had accomplished, and he told us
how he had accomplished it. And before that he had
pointed out what his duty was in that regard. He told us
at an earlier period that we had to attain to a different con-
dition of things from that which had existed before. It is
true it was not very bad. It is true the amouunt of our im-
portations was not very large. But the hon. gentleman, in
1879, said : “ Regarding the matter as I do, I think it is to
be regretted that the volume of imports has not been
materially reduced.” Reduced from its volume then, re.
duced from the small volume that then existed, “i look
upon the large imports ever since the Dominion was
organized, showing a large balance of trade against
it, as one of the causes of trouble with which
we have to oontend, one of the difficulties that
it is our duty to remedy. They have been decreasing
to a certain extent, but are still very large "—how do they
compare with those of last year 7—* showing distinctly and
clearly, in my judgment, that they ought to be still farther
diminished. I think then, without entering into a dis-
cussion of Free Trade and Protection, so far as they affect
England and the United States, we may fairly conclude
that the prosperity of the one country, at this moment, is
caused in 4 great measure by the large surplus in its favour,
and the depression in the other, by the large deficiency.”
He then gives the figures, and concludes: “ Under these
circumstances, it appeats to me that we should turn our
attention to the best means of reducing the volume of
imports from all parts of the world.” Huving declared his
duty, having proposed to perform it, having rejoiced three
years ago in the success which had attended his efforts, I
want to know, to-day, what has happened to the National
Policy ? 1Is it asleep? Has it gone upon a journey ? How
is the balance of trade now? How was it last year and
the year before together ? How does it compare with the
balance of trade in the year when he complaived so much ?

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. Very well.

Mr. BLAKE. I know, Mr, Speaker, what the hon. gen-
tleman will do. I know him of old, Sir.. He will take a
lot of averages, He is great on averages. He does not
mind the story that the tigures tell, if you look at their con-
secative order, but he will take them back and forth, and
will take the average of a number of years. But we are
speaking of the year 1879, when he spoke of the then
existing condition of things, and the subsequent years,
Wwhen he spoke of what it was his duty to do and what he
had accomplished, and we are compuring the year prece-
ding 1879 and the condition of things to-day, as to the
volume of imports and the balance of trade; we are com-
paring it in its progressive manner. He had obtained per-
fection three years ago, but now I sup he will average
the three years, and sa , “ What have you to do with the re-
turns ot last year ? k at the average.”

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. No; we will take both.

Mr. BLAKE. Then, besides the other progeny of the
hon, gentleman, he brought forth a little domestic loan
this year. He thought the people did not know what to do
with the rest of their money, After he had taken $20,000,-
000 or $30,000,000, as I have pointed ont, from them more
than was required, he said, “ Gentlemen, there is some-
thing left in your pockets, and I believe that' you
h\df:bomriot me have it at four per cent.,” and the

hon. gentleman's organs pointed out with a great flourish
of trumpets what a wonderfal and prescient Government
this was, that proposed a domestic loan at foar per ceat., and
how wise a step it was. Well, the advertisement issued,
and the time elapsed, and there was what they call “an
awful pause,” and the news came out that the loan had
failed ; and then the hon. gentleman’s organs said, “ What a
wonderful Finance Minister this is ; he knew it was better
for the country that the loan should fail, and it is a most
fortunate circumstance that the loan has failed.” But the
hon, gentleman was not content with that, he was deter-
mined to give a crowning proof of his titles to
our confidence, and, as the people would not take
the loan at par, he put up the rest at a premium of
two and & half per cent., and the orgaus said, ** Thie is
the wisest thing of all.” Well, Mr. Speaker, I am inclined
to believe that the farmers of the country are beginning to
perceive the hollowness of the hon. gentleman’s plaus for
making them rich, I am inclined to believe that the work-
ing men are beginning to see that his Tariff is not & Tariff
which protects labour or which gives continuity of employ-
ment, a8 was promised. Why, if the hon. gentleman would
enquire as to those operatives who have been dismissed
during the last few months from some of these various pet
industries, I dare say they would tell him some plain truths
which would do him a great deal of good. It is quite true
that his organs, true to their duty to him, to prove that he
is always mindful of the workingman above all, pointed
out that the workingman had been working too hard for
some years, that he actually had become overworked and
run down and wanted a holiday, and that it was the best
thing that could happen to him, just as it was the best thing
for the country that the hon. gentleman’s loan failed, to
have a litile slack time at the mill, so that he might go
home and repose himself in the bosom ot his family, and
spend some of his surplus earnings; but I have not heard
that the workingman has sympathized much with that view
of the cuse. In Toronto city, from which I come, there is
a very great deal of distress; there is more distress than I
have known there for many years, due in part to special
and exceptional circumstances, to which I will have to
refer, and due alsovery largely to other circumstances
to which I have alluded, and if hon. gentlemen would
read the reports of those who interest themselves in the
charity relicf organizations of that city, they would find
an account very different from that which they mai be
disposed to give us. So of Montreal, in which the hon.
member for Glengarry (Mr. Macmaster) I believe, resides.
It was but the other day that I was reading a report of a
St. George’s Society, as to the condition ot things theve,
As to London, I do not know what the hon. Postmastor
General will say abont it, but I find, positively, Mr.
Speaker, 1 find that they are proposing to establish—
what industry do you think, now? Why, Sir, a soup
kitchen, and who do you think pro it? Why, it is
the hon. gentlemau's organ, the leading Conservative
paper in the western part of the Province, the London Hree
Press, which, on January 5th, remarked :

“ The present cold weather must be severely felt by many. The poor,
‘whoare always with us,’ have certain means of relisf from the public.
For many yoars past the fund provided for assisting the deserving poor
has been ample and sy:tematic in its administration.” -

Ther they proceed to dpoint out that there are immigrants
who have come in, and then they say:

“ The dead of winter i3 a period of peculiar hardship to the stranger
withoat means., The case of these men suzgested the establishment of
a soup kitchen, and this is being done in Toronto. Why ean’t the same
thing bo done here. It is a simple, efactual and inexpensive way of
teeding the hungry, and, we think, a natural and necesary part of the
relief system for the winter months. The existence of & public soup
kitchen would pretect householders from the importunity of tramps,
while it might greatly assist in thu:generd relief work of the city. Once
before s soup kitchen was established here with exocellent results, its
operation was regarded as a hlessing, and large natabers took the bene~
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fit of it. We throw out the suggestion at this time, because any such
attempt at Ohristian charity on an organized scale, in view of the hard
winter weather, and the presence of many strangers, as well as¢itizens
to whom such aid might be welcome, would seem to be in order, ’

Why, havn't I been at meeting after meeting in which I
was told “ no soup kitchens now!” Havn't [ often heard
Ministers of the Crown pointing to the circumstance that
there were no soup kitchens now? I am not at all certain
that the hon. Postmaster General himself, in some of those
orations with which he bhas enlightened the Western
Peninsula, has not aliuded to the paucity of soup kitchens
and to the fact that that industry no longer existed. And
now, in the very city which he represents, his own organ
roposes, a8 & necessary thing, as a sort of pendant to the
glational Policy, the establishment of a soup kitchen. And
I observe that one of the aldermen has stated that there
are at this moment in that city between 1,300 and 1,400
immigrants out of employment. I am very glad to hear
that, although the sum stated of immigration does not come
up to the moderate expectations, as thoy were called, in-
_ dulged in last Session, it reaches so large an amount, We
were iold that we would have at least 150,000, and that, we
were told, was an extremely moderate estimate; we are
told to-day that the sum is 133,000. This is a very satis-
factory approximation to the estimated amount. I am not
quite 8o certain how these figures will stand scratiny. My
difficulty is increased by the discrepancy of the statement
1o which I alluded awhile ago, because the hon. member
for Glengarry told us, that there were 34,000 of these who
had come in from the United States. The hon. member
for Levis stated there were 40,000. Where the 6,000 are, 1
do pot exactly know. But, Sir, I pointed out last Session

—and I will not enter into the figures to-day
at all, as I will have occasion to deal farther
with the subject later on—that there must be

something radically wrong with these returns or with the
result deducible, from what imformation we can obtain.
‘Whether you draw it from the census, or whether from the
manicipal returns, there is, to a large extent, & displace-
ment of the native by the immigrant population, and the
immigrant population, instead of being stationary, is, to a
large extent, transitory. Isay it is impossible to draw any
other conclusion from the statistios which are before us,
than that with reference to the figures which have been
given. I repoat, also, what I have said upon & former
occasion, that the yearly returns from the Province of
Ontario, which are the only yearly returns to which I be-
lisve we have access, indicate that the ratio of increase of
the population, during the four years which preceeded the
last E)ur years, was much greater than in the last four

ears. And it is an extraordinary circumstance, that that

olds good, not merely with reference to the rural popu-
lation of Ontario, but with reference to the urban popu-
lation also; and that ducing these frur years, in which it
hias been said the prosperity of that Province was so greatly
increased by the operation of the Tariff policy of the
Government, the ratio of increase of the urban population
is markedly lower than it was in the preceding four years
that were stated to be years of retrogression. Now, this
subject is tieated in the Speech in a rather perfunctory
manner. We are told, there has been a large immigra-
tion, and we are told further that improvements in refer-
ence to the facilities for inland transportation, or the
cheapniess of inland transportation, will help us in the
next year. But, Sir, I expected much more upon this sub-
ject in the Speech, and I am sare that the hon. member
for Levis, who spoke so strongly on-the impertance of re-
patriation, must himself have felt—though he did not deem
it loyal to express it—a sentiment of disappointment in
the fact-that 80: little has been said upon this subject in the
Speech. Mr. Spoeaker; of late years it is met only in
e W the Throne that we learn of the

intentions of Ministers as to the legislation of the
Session. The hon. Minister of Pablic Works, at a banauet
that was given to him in Montreal in October last, pointed
out what was to be dene in this particular regard. I pro-
pose to supplement the information conveyed to Parliament
in the Speech from the Throne by a few passages from this
ministerial pronouncement. The hon. member declared
that there were three great questions upon. which the
Government claimed the confidence of the community,
three great measures of policy—the Confederation itself,
of which he claimed sole credit for the Conservative party ;
the Canadian Pacific Railway, which he did not then tell
us required our further assistance, and the National Policy.
Let me read. The hon. gentleman says:

‘ And, gentlemen, this demonstration is also an approbation of the
great measures which have been adopted by the administration of
which [ am & member. First, there was the Confederation Act, and
since we returnad to powe:, we have adopted the National Policy, and
the great Pacific Railway measure, and finally, we have adopted an-
other measure scarcely less important in respect to the encouragement
of immigration into this country.”

Adverting then to the history, according to his version,
of the other three measures, he recurs to the immigration
measure, and he says:

¢ But, gentiemen, our mission would be but half ascomplished if we
forgot that we have on ths other side of latitude 45 & great number of
our fellow-countrymen who would like nothing better than to return
home and sit down to the fam'ly table and eat with us, and t» earn
their living under the institutions now existing in Canada. (Loud
cheers ) [ need not say, %entlemen, that it is with the greatest satis-
faction and pleasure that [ am able to annouace to you this evening that
the Government of Canada intend to take measures, and energetic
measures, to recal into the limits of our own territory all our fellow-
countrymen in the United States who desire to return and live with us.
You will understand, gentlemen, that in a banquet like this I must be
excused if [ do not give all the details of the ministerial measure that
we propose to bring down next Session. But in any case it is well that
you should know that our compatriote in the United Ststes, whether
they be of French origin or of any other origin, they are not forgotten,
and all that can be done to bring them back vo this country we sﬁgll do
meost heartily.”’ :

This was heralded in October last by the Minister of
Public Works as the fourth great claim to the confidence of
the country, and he placed it upon a par with those three
other claims to which I have referred : Confederation, the
National Policy, and the Canadian Pacific Railway. He
announced the formation of a scheme, the decision

of the Government, the dctermination to bring
down some scheme this Session to produce this
end. Is this little peddling paragraph about cheap
inland transportation the hon. gentleman’s great

scheme? Ts it, or is it something eise? And if it be
something else—if it be something &t all commensurate
with the grandeur, not to say the grandiloquence of the
language with which the hon. gentleman announced the
scheme Lo his friends at Montreal, why do we hear of cheap
inland transportation and hear nothing at sll of the hon.
gentleman’s great scheme of repatriation? Why is the less
inserted, and the greater omitted ? Why, to an assemblage
of Consorvatives(in Montreal, is a measure equal in import-
ance to the National Policy, the Canadian Pacific Railway
and the Confederation of the Provinces to be announced,
and Parliament itself not to be told a word in regard to it
in the Speech from the Throne? Mr. Sgesker, I said that
there was distress in the city in which I live, and that it
was partly due to special circumstances, not due altogether
to those circumstances to which I had alluded. It is %ne to
immigration. I am not about to discuss at this moment™
who is responsible for those circamstances, but I say that
it is lamentable that the number of people that are there
should be there under the circumstances under which they
are there; and I repeat what I have stated on former
occasions, that while this country ought to devise and
encourage & system of immigration, while we o to see
that those whom we want are summoned and weloomed:
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here, yet discretion is to be used ; and the hon. gentleman’s
scheme of assisted passages, which he professes 1o us—
though some of the documents I have seen do not appear to
bear him out—is confined toagricultural labour, is, so far as
I can make out, in its practical operation, extended to the
bringing into the country, by virtue of Government funds,
certain classes of people for whom We have not room, viz.:
mechanics and artisans, I believe that a considerable
number have beon brought into the country under the
duspices, and partly by means of the assistance given by
the Government, who had been better in the country from
which they were brought. The hon. gentlemen who have
spoken, have referred to the proposed legislation of the
Session. It is not very new to us, because we had those
Bills before us last Session. I do not intend to say a word
upon either of them that I eaid last year. At the opening of
the Session I pointed out what I thought was the trae view
with regard to the Franchise Bill; I will pot repeat those
words to-day. The Bill has been before the House, it has
been before the country, but it has not yet received the
advantage of explanation and vindication at the hands of its
proposer, and I will reserve, for the present, any remarks I
may have to make, until we hear from him, his vindication
of the various provisions. This only I will say, that when
1 spoke last Session I did not and could not know that the
measure would contain a provision so objectionable, so
arbitrary, so unheard of, as a provision which the hon.
gentleman proposed then, and which I hope he does not
propose to embody in the Bill he is about to introduce,
namely, that with respect to the appointment of revising
barristers. With regard to the Factory Bill, there is another
1eason for saying nothing just now, because the hon. gentle-
man states it is to be introduced with further amendments.
I only express the hope that when introduced it will be
found to give as efficient a measure of protection to artisans
of whatever age or sex in this country as is given to
artisans in England. There is an omission or two in the
Speech to which I must refer. The Fishery Exhibition is
mentioned, and the hon. gentlemen who have moved and
seconded the Reply have spoken with great and lively
admiration on the success of that Exhibition, and of the
triumphs which Canada there achieved. But we have some
fishery interests which are to be promoted in other ways
than by attending Exhibitions; there aresome fishery clauses
in atreaty, which clauses have been denounced, and which are
1o come to an end at no remote period; and I think some
reference to that circumstance and to an intention to take
the House into the confidence of the Government as to the
course proposed by them, and to indicate what the Govern-
" ment have done in view of the approaching termination of
the Fishery Clauses of the Washington Treaty, would have
been at least of as much consequence as the paragraph
which has been inserted in the Speech: It is very well
known that within the last two or three years more parti-
cularly, the chief market for our fish has been the United
States, and it has become of very pressing importance that
we should know what the results are to be of the termina-
tion of these Fishery Clauses. It is of importance that tho
treaty should not terminate without an earnest effort in
advance to make proper arrangements, so that there shall
be no gap, if it can be avoided; and I will add that it is of
great consequence also, and the times appear to be more
propitious now than in former days, that in those negotia-
tions due attention shall be paid to arriving at some mode
of restoring freer trade relations between us and our neigh-
bours than have for some time subsisted. The hon. gentle-
man (Sir John A. Macdonald) last year adopted the plan of
referring to the judgmentsof the Privy Council in the
Speech from the Throne, and we had a Miaisterial exposi-
tion of & judgment of the Privy Coancil. But I am sorry to
observe that that good custom is not followed this year.
SOmes Years ago, the Government, of which I happened to

be a member, finding a decision of the Court of Queen’s
Bench of Lower Canada in favor of the Provincial right to
escheats, decided to abide by that decision — which
was in accordance with my own view of the
respective rights of the Provinces and the Dominion—
and acting accordingly we made no effort at that time
to sassert any right on the part of the Dominion.
At a subsequent period that decision was concarred in and
adopted by the Appelate Court of the Province of Ontario,
and so strengthened, the case came before the consideration
of hon. gentleman opposite. They decided to adopt
another course. (entralizing, as I have often charged the
hon. gentleman with doing—centralizing wherever ho
can, with his eye set always ué)on that one object of drawing
to the goneral legislature and government, all the powers
and funotions which he can by any possibility draw to it, the
hon. gentleman said, although the former Government
adopted this view, although the highest court of Ontario
adopted it, although the highest court of Quebec adopted it,
we will fight them and endeavour to secure for the
Dominion the right to escheat. - He took up the case, he
instructed the counsel, he paid the fees, the case went to
the Privy Council, and the hon. gentleman was beat-
en. The result has been to establish the Provincial right in
this regard contrary to the views he entertained, and in
accordance with the views and judgment of the two Pro-
vincial Courts to which I referred. I congratulate those who
are lovers of our Federal Constitution upon this vindication
of one ofits important elements—not thattho question
of escheats itself is of much consequonce, but because it
was, a8 ] have said, the means of vindicating one of the most
important elements of our Constitution. I congratulate them
on the failure of the hon. gentleman in attempting to
arrogate to this Administration and this Legislature, 8 power
which was not its right. But when we bave an important
decision of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council sett-
ling a question of this kind finally and conclusively—not
settling it in a manner susceptible of discussion, but settling
it absolutely—wby should not we be informed thut our
constitution has been definitively settled and expounded in
one important matter ?

It being six o'clock the Speaker left the Chair.

After Recess.

MR. BLAKE. Another omission from the Speech, yot
more inexcusable, having regard to the langusge of tho
S;)eech last year, is the failure to refer to the judgment
of the Privy Council in the Hodge case, bearing upon the
license question. And as the First Minister adverted to the
speech in which he made the statemont with reference to
the effect of the decision in Russell vs. The Queen, I suppose
I may without impropriety myself refer to it. The report
of his speech which was delivered early in the month of
June, 1882, from thy Mail newspaper, is as follows :—

‘ The following question in writirg was here banded to Sir John:—
‘A W‘h?t,xt i your opinion of the constitutionality of the Oatario License
¢

_‘*8ir John sail that since Confederation his decisions had often been
given as Minister of Justice on constitutional questions, and in no single
case had his judgments been reversel. He believed that the Act was
not worth the paper it was written on. The whole aystem of the Gov-
ernment appointing license inspectors to compel men to vote under
penalty of losing their licenses was wrong and indefonsible. Whenever
the licensed victuallers brought the matter before the courts it would be
decided that the Act was an usurpation, and had no force whatever,
and he was surprised the question had not been pressed long before this.
If he carricd the country, as he would do, he would tell Mr. Mowat,that
little tyrant who had attempted to control public opinion by getting
hold of every little office, from that of a division court bailiff to a tavern
keeper, that he would get a bill passed at Ottawa retarning to the
maunicipalities the power taken from them by the License Act.”’

Well, in the course of the debate on the Address, I took
leave to point out that there were some serious questions
to bo settied before the views expressed in the Speech from
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the Throne ought to be adopted by Parliament; and in
angwer to the position which I then took, not in dotail,
because I pointed out that the judgment had not then been
eirculated, the hon. gentleman mado some remarks, I had
charged the Government with a centralizing tendency. I
had charged them then, as I charge them now, with a desire
to draw in here whatever they can of power and jurisdic-
tion, and of diminishing so far as in them lies, the power
and jurisdiction awarded by the constitution to the Pro-
vinces. In answer to me the hon. gentleman said :

“ That subject was not willingly undertaken by the present Govern-
ment. They were qui'e satisfied that the law as it obtains in the differ-
ent Provinces gshould be continued. They were quite satisfied that each
Province should, so far as the lnw would allow it to enact such statutes,
deal with the subject of ebop, tavern and srloon licenses. Neither the
Government nor the Parliament of Canada, I takeis, wished to interfere ;
and it was only when the decision which was given in June last on the
8oott Act, a Domirion Act,and the subjest was forced upon them, that
they thought it their duty to bring it before Parliament. Inever had
any doubt that when the question was brovght before the courts, it would
be decided that the different Provineial Legislatures had no right what-
ever to deal with that subject except for reveanue purposes—fur the
purpose cof imposing taxation for Provincial or municipal purpoges. I
expressed the opinion in Parliament years sgo, and last year [ expressed
it at @ public meeting in Toronto or its vicinity., But while that opinion
was strongly impressed upoa my mind I took so steps, nor did the Gov-
ernment of Which 1 was a member take any steps, for the purpose of
interfering with the legislation of the different Provinces, or forcing
Dominion jegislation on the country, ortrying to centralize ruch powers
in this Parliament. On the contrary, the only centralization on that
subject—the only time in which that question was in any way dealt with
by the. Dominion Parliament—ywas when the late Government was in
power, and when they introduced tte Scott Act.”

Then the hon. gentleman procecded to say, with referonce
to Russell vs. The Queen :

“It is quite clear to every lawyer, and any man who is not a lawrer,
who reads that judgment, will see that the very reasons on which the
Privy Council Gecided that this Parliament had the right to deal with
the Scott Act, are the reasons showing that the Provincial Legislature
of Ontario had not a right to deal with that sutject under the Crovks
Act, except ag & matter of revenue for municipal or Provincial purposes.
The hon. gentleman says that we should have allowed the matter to
stand over until it was finally decided. Sir, if there be any value in that
decision, and theie is every value in it, because it is the law of the land,
there ie no check at this moment in the Province of Ontario against the
unlimited, uvnrestrained sale of iutoxicating liquors. This is not a matter
we can play with. Itisnota matter of policy ; itis a matter of necessity.
1f we wish to prevent the unrestrained sale of intoxicating liquors we
must legislate inmediately ; for I takeit, that any suan in this city or in
any other part « f Ontario can open his saloon andeell liquors, and there
is not & court in the world can prevent his doing s0.”

In answer to these views, I took leave to say :

“He said that any lawyer, or any other man who isvota lawyer, who
chose toread that judgment must see plainly from it, that the unavoidable
result was no power was left with the Local Legislatures to restrict the
number of licenses. Now, I do not draw that conelusion from the deci-
sion in Russell va. The Queen. lo the fi st place, that judgment does net
deal in the slightest degree with, does nottouch in any way upon, that
very large part of Pruvincial rights whichis comprised in the subject
of municipal institutions. The decision is expressly stated to be upon
the consideration of whether the power to pass the particular law which
'wasg before the Privy Council, viz.: the Scoit Act, was vestedin a Local
Legislature in either of the then headings: the heading of property and
civil rights, the heading of ehop, taver. and saloon licenses, or the hending
of local and ﬁrivate matters. The Judges express!y say that these wers
the points which were raised before them, and upen which they juiged.
They do not say a word about municipal institutions having been sug-
geeted or argued. Now, Sir, if hon. gentlemen sitting in this Parla-
went, if Ministers of the Crown, chosen from all the different Provineus,
donot know what are the local laws touching the sale of 1'quor, what
powers have been given to the difterent municipel bodies in that regard ;
1f we require to-day to take the first step 1n order to inform oar minds
upon the mixed question of law and fuct as t> what are the laws and
whatmean thelaws ; can we suppose that the Judicial Committee of the
Privy Council was inspired to know all about those municipai institu-
tions and local laws which were not even alluded to in theargument
and the judgment? Can it be seriously argued before a Canadian
Parlisment, that1he ringle dccision of four or five men—when the great
question of manicipal institations was never even raised or discussed—has
80 finally concluded this question that it is no fuither arguable? It is
absurd 10 8ay 80. I maintain, that in the absence of a decision in which
the whole question of municipal iustitutions shall have been brought up
ex| 1y, 1u which that mass of statutory learning which is required in
order to know what the position of the municipal institutions of each
Province wasat the time of Qonfederation was not called for, in which
the trae construction of this phrase ‘municipal institutions’ was not
fully debated and decided —no man, in the absence of such a decision,
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can say that this question, which, in the largest of the Provinces, in
the next largest of the Provinces and in two or three more of them, was
dealt with before Confederation, and for years after, as a sutject of
municipal institutions, is not to be found in the Confederation Act.”

Once again I proceeded to point out what was done in the
old Province of Upper Canada, under the heading of muni-
cipal institutions, and also in Lower Canada; and I said:

1 deny his counstruction of the decision in Russell vs. The
Queen, and the argument in Russell vs. The Queen. [ have read
the stenographer’s notes of the whole argument, and it seems to be
unfortunate that in a constitutional case of this high consequence, the
senior councel, a man whose knowledge and power and eminence,
everybody koows and respects—Mr. Benjamin—should have been
absent, and that the brunt of the argnment should have been borne by
the junior counsel. Mr. Benjimin appears only at the close in deliver-
ing & short and a concise argument. I say the argument is not satis-
factory ; and the judgment is not satisfactory, even as far as it goes.
But the question i3, how far it gces ? We are not to take it as far as the
bon. gentleman says it isto be taken. The hon. gentleman says no
luwyer reading that judgement w 11 come to any other conclusion; he
says no layman would come to any other conclusion. But lawyers
bave come to a differeut conclusion; jndges have come to a different
conclusion ; courts have come to a different conclusion ; snd what the
bon. gentleman declares no man would Bay. some of the highest asd
most respectable and esteemed judges of this land have already said.”

And I pointed out in deiail what the judgments were which
bore out that proposition. After doing so, 1 said:

¢t For myself, I never will consent that one cf the greatest powera
givea to the Provinces, shall be swept away by a court before whom
this question ot our municipal institutions wag not argued or consicered,
before whom it was not contended that our powers in 1hat respeet were
in question, and of which they knew no more than the messengers at
the Table—I will not consent that the Parliament of this countryshall,
without my protest, arrogate to itself the power to take away from the
Provinces that great right, until we find, on full argument and con-
sideration, that such is the meanicg of our Constitution,”

Well, Mr. Speaker, making ,these observations upon the
motion of the hon. gentleman to initiate this legislation,
which I opposed on this and other grounds, I was answered
from the siinisterial benches by an hon. member, who said,
speaking for the Government :

“ They do not ask this House to consider whether the license question
may be dealt with by the Local Legislatures or by the Dominion Parlia-
ment. That is a furegone conclusion, and His Excellency says, ha is
adviced upon that question that the Provinres have no right to deal
wiih-the question ; and, therefore, this House being seized with the case,
and being satisfied that the opinioun of the hon. the First Minister is the
true oae, is asked only to assimilate the laws of the several Provinces
and to see that an Act is placed on the Statute-book, which shall satisfy
the several Proviuces.”’

Again, he said, referring to my point, that the only excuse
that the Government had for introducing the measure was
the speech the hon. gentleman made in Yorkville:

¢t Well, what better evidence do-s this country want of the great con-
stitutional knowledge of the right hoa. gentleman than the fact ithat he
predicted, three weeks before the decision was given, that the jurisdic-
tion lay aione in this Legislature ; that the Local Legislatures had no
con'rol over that question. That shows his greai consututional know-
ledges and his opinion of what the law really was, because, a few weeks
afterwards, we fiad the Privy Council eadorsing his view.”

Howeéver, although we voted against the inmitiation of
this legislation, and declarel that it ought not to be com-
menced, at a Jater day, when the Bill was to be read the
third time, we recorded another proposition, to which I
desire to refer. That proposition was contained in a
motion, moved by the hon. member for Peel (Mr. #leming)
in amendment to the third reading of the Bill, to leave out
the words for the third reading, aud insert these:

‘“ The Provincial Legislatures have since Coafederation exercisad
Legislative powers in the regnlation of the issue of licenses for the sale
of intoxicating liquors, and tue hours and certaia other incidenis of the
sale. .

*‘ That the Appeal Courts of Ontario and Quebec have each decided .
in favor of the exercise by the Provinces of the Dominion, of the. juris-
diction, and this Appeal Court has turther determined that the judg-
ment of the Privy Council in Russeli and The Queen does rot decide
that the Provincial Legislatures bave not this jurisdiction.

¢ That the questions involved are now under the cousideration of the
Supreme Court of Uanada, and will shurtiy be brought uader the consi-
deration of the Privy Counecil. )

“-That the Parliament of Canada should not assume jurisdiction as
proposed by the said Bill, uatil the question has been seitled by the
Court of last resort.”
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_ That motion also was defeated. Now, Mr. Speaker, let us
understand clearly what determination we were called upon
to take, for what reason and upon what plea. We were
called upon to interfere with the regulation of licensing in
the various Provinces upon the plea—not that it was a
politic thing for this Parliament to assume that jurisdiction,
not that it was a measure of policy or expediency at all, but
upon the plea of necessity—that in .arder to prevent the
unrestrained sale by anybody who pleased of intoxicating
liquors wherever he pleased, it was necessary for this Par-
ligment to intervene; not upon argument, for argument was
not resorted to in this House, to prove the necessity, but
upon the plea that the necessity was proved and established
by the judgment of the court of last resort, which the hon.
genileman said was the final law of the land—upon the
© plea that the local laws were not worth the paper they
were wrilten upon—that they wore usurpations; and in
order to prevent these dreadful evils over which the hon.
gentleman wept, resulting from the unrestrained sale
of intoxicating liquors all over the country, he said we
must act at once and act decidedly, else the courtry would
g0 to ruin over the quantity of liquor sold by everybody
and drunk by everybody else. Well, Sir, we pointed out
that the hen. gentleman’s interpretation of the judgment
‘in Russell vs. The Queen, was erronecus; that it did not
establish the proposition he laid down; that it could not
establish it, because an essential element to a conclusive
decision upon that subject was that the yucstion of Provin-
cial powers in municipal institutions «hould have been
brought under the consideration of the cou:t, and adjudged
upon by the court, whereas that question was not con-
sidered or adjudged upon at all. However, the hon. gentle-
man who answered for the Government said that they took
the opinion of the First Minister, that they wore willing
to take his opinion on trust, and that as he wished it, not
merely a8 an expounder of the law, but as a prophet, it
was particularly unfortunate that I should have challenged
his judgment. But time brings about its revenges. There
were allusions in the course of the debate, and in this motion
to cases then pending—to a case before the Supreme
Court of Canada at that time standing for judgment, in
which judgment has since been delivered, and in which
three of the judges, those who expressed an opinion on the
question of jurisdiction, expressed the opinion that the Local
Legislatures have regulative jurisdiction. There was a case
alluded 10 which was about to be heard in the Privy Council.
1t was pointed out in a Iate stage of the debate that it was
entirely unnecessary for the hon. gentleman to proceed. so
hastily, for he himself proposed that his Actshould not come
into force until May next, atany rate so far as the licensing
power was concerned, and that he might well wait until
the decision of the Privy Council was rendered. But he
had some purpose to serve, and he insisted on Parliament
coming to a conclusion. Parliament came to the concla-
sion he desired, and since then judgment has been delivered ;
and this is the second complaint I make of omissions.
Sarely this judgment has more importance upon the ques-
tion before us last Session tban the judgment in Russell
vs. The Queen. The question which was before us
last Session was, What are the powers of the
Jiocal Legislatures - with 'reforence to the issue and
regulation of licenses? That was the question. The
hon. gentleman gaid they have no powers to regulate
licenses—that they had no powers except with reference to
the raising of revenue for municipal or Provincial purposes ;
and he said : I prove it by saying that a particular judg-
ment goes to show it. . Now, we have got a judgment which
shows this -precise point, which is on the point which
touches it, which deals with it, and, in- spite of the hon,
gentleman’s infallible nod, concludes the point. And as the
hon. gentleman would not put this judgment, which does
not go to show, but which does show, into the Speech; I do

not propose to move in amendment that it be inserted, be-
cause that would be contrary to the bienséance of parlia-
mentary life, as we understand it to-day, but I will read it.’
After explaining, or attempting to explain, the decision in
Rassell and The Queen, and the principles on which that
decision was founded, and coming down to the pointin
question :

“ Their Lordships proceed now to consider the subject matter and-
Legislative character of Sections4 and 5 of therevised Statutes of Ontario.
That Act is so far confined in its operations to municipalities in the
Province of Ontario, and is entirely local in its character and operation.
It authorizes the appointment of License Qommissioners to aet in each
municipality, and empowers them to pass, under the name of Resolu-
tions, what we know as By-Laws, or rules to define the conditions and
qualifications requisite for obtaining tavern or shop licenses for sale by
retail of spirituous liquors within the municipality; for limiting the
number of licenses ; for declaring that a limited number of persons qua-
lified to have tavern licenses may be exempted from having all the tavern
accommodation required by law, and for regulatinglicensed taverns and
shops, for defining the duties and powers of License Inspeactors, and to
impose penalties ?or infraction of their Resolations. These seem to be
all matters of merely a local nature in the Province, and to be similar
to, though not ideatical in all respects with, the powers then belonging
to municipal institutions under the previously existing laws passed by
the Local Parliaments.

* Their Lordships consider that the powers intended to be conferred by
the Act in question, when properly understood, are to make regulatioas
in the nature of police or municipal regulations of a merely local char-
acter, for the good government of taverns, &c , licensed for the sale of
liquors by retail, and such as are calculated to preserve in the municipa-
lity, peace and public decency,and repress drunkenness and disorderly and
riotous conduct. Agsuch they cannot be said tointerfere with the general
regulation of trade and commerce which belonga to the Dominion Par-
liament, and do not confl'ct with the provisions of the Canada Temper-
ance Act, which does not appear to have as yet been locally adopted.

‘¢ The subject of Legislation in the Ontario Act of 1877, Sections 4 and
5, seem to come within the heads Nos. 8, 15 and 186, of Section 92 of
British North America Statute, 1€67. . X

¢ Lheir Lordships are therefore of opinion that in relation to Sections
4 and b of the Act in question, the Legislature of Ontario acted within
the powers conferred on it by the Imperial Act of 1867, and that in this
respect there is no coaflict with the powers of the Dominion Parliament.”’

Now, what the hon. gentleman averred was that it was the
case according to his opinion, and that it was judged by
Russell and The Queen that & Local Legislature could not
regulate tavern licences at all, that they could not pass any
law to decide who should have a license, or how many
licenses should be issued, or with reference to hours, &c.:
—that all they could do, was to impose a license fee for
Provincial and municipal purposes, and that any body who
chose to pay that fee, so far as the Local Government was
concerned, must be entitled to a license, and -could not be
restricted. That was the hon. gentleman’s proposition.
I say that proposition is condemned conclusively by the
judgment I bave just now read. As I have said before, .
the hon. gentleman is a centralizer. I dare say he may
ask this Parliament—having passed this law under his
misleading, as a question of necessity alleged by him to
prevent a great calamity, which more than any one in the
Dominion he is desirous should he averted; having
asked Parliament to pass this law, on the plea of
the absolute nullity of the local laws regulating
the sale of licenses—he may mnow ask Parliament to
say: Oh, well afier all, it is not necessary, but it is ex-
pedient; it is politic; and as a matter of policy it is better
we should keep the power which, under another pretext,
we took in our hands last Session. But I hope—it having
been now ocstablished that that large measnre of power -
which has been exercised by Local Governments since
Confederation, is embraced in its intrinsic and essential
principles, within tiie phrase * municipal institutions, ” and
therefore devolves ¢ pressly, by virtue of the British North
America Act, upon the Local Parliaments—the' hon. gen-
tleman willacknowledge that he did not lead Parliament
correctly on a late occasion, that there was not that neces-
sity arising from the nullity of the local legislation which
he asserted, that there was not therefore any fact or cauase
which was alleged for that law, and that he will not- seek
now to draw us into conflict with the Local Legislatures on
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some other pretence of concurrent, paramount, enhanced,
or mystical power. It may be that he will. He
always desires to centralize, but let those who are lovers
of the Federal Constitution, who admire the Federal prin-
ciple, who believe that the well-being of this Confederation
depends npon the large measures of local liberties reserved
to the different Provinces, in this widely extended, dif-
ferent circumstanced, and sparsely populated Dominion,
Let those who entertain these senliments resist the proposi-
tion which the hon. gentleman himself, last Session, dis-
claimed, the proposition that we ought to endeavour to
intrude upon this question, to touch lit'at all, except from
the necessity which he alleged, but which has now been
proved not to exist. The hon. member for Glengarry made
a quotation, and he said I smiled when  he] made it. I did
smile, I think delenda est Carthago was not a very apt
quotation on a proposition for the counstruction of the
Canadian Pacific ﬁai})way, and I will venture to say to the
hon. gentleman what occurred to my mind when he made
his quotation. Whether unwittingly, I have no doubt, for
I am sure he desires with the rest of us, the good of his
country—whether all unwittingly by his undeviating sup-

ort of all these measures to which I have beenreferring,

y the course he has insisted on being pursued with the
results I have indicaled—he may not have been uninten-
tionally but none ihe less assuredly, accomplishing his
motto with the slight change delenda est Canada. The hon.
member for Levis called, in the course of his address, for a
consideration of the peculiar condition of the Province of
Quebec. He pointed out its special condition, its special
relations to the rest of the Dominion, and called for a liberal
consideration of its special rights. I would say to the hon.
gentleman that when he has adorned this Parliament a little
longer, he will find that if thers is oue thing this Parlia-
ment is disposed not to do, it is to meddle with Quebec;
and he will find any danger which Quebec rung, is because
it is not always the case that the hon. members from that
Province—and I have one of them now in my eye—who
are or make themselves the special guardians of its rights
in this Parliament, are equally careful of the application
of the same principles which they would desire to see ap-
plied to their own Province when the question concerns
some other Province. I would desire him 10 remember
that it is by a firm and careful adherence and a uniform
and undeviating application to all the Provinces of the
same hon. gentleman’s principles of respect for the Federal
principle of respect for the local rights, and by resisting, as
endangering the whole fabric, any attempted
infringement wupon) them in any one Province, that
the views of my hon, friend will ultimately prevail;
and that, so long as we find jealousy in respect of those
rights when they affect a particular Province, and indif-
ference, or even & disposition to assist in their impairment,
when only other Provinces are concerned, so long it is im-
possible to say that what the hon. gentleman wishes,
namely, the maintenance on a sound and immutable basis
of the Federal principle, bas yet been attained. Now, Mr,
Speaker, when we met last year for the first time, I adverted
to the many chan%es which had taken place in the consti.
tution of the Parliament from the time we met before.
Since that time several changes, even in this brief interval,
have taken place—some of them expected, some of them
unexpected. . To one or two only I wish to allude. The hon.
gentleman opposite has been relieved of the disagreeable and
embarrassing necessity of making an election. He finds
himself free from the necessity of'choosing between the two
devoted constituencies which claimed his hand, and both of
which would have been delighted to stick to him if the law
of this country had permitted. But that spouse of his, so
faithful while she adhered to him, has beén unfaithfal
since, and another man sits for Lennox. I regret exceed-
ingly, and I am sure the hon. gentleman regrets, what his
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Toronto organ, with a fine appreciation of the fitness of
things, calls ¢ the temporary triumph of vice over virtue,”
which resulted in this election. Other faces we miss, and
other faces reappear amongstus, I shall allude to one only.
We have lost John Pickard, a man firm in his political
opinions, but who possessed the rare good fortune, I believe, -
of not having a single person on unfriendly terms with him
in this House, who was a friend to everybody and
to whom everybody was a friend, who ‘had
the singular happiness of evoking during his life
those universal expressions of affection and sympathy
which are too often suppressed until the heart they would
have gladdened is cold in death. I feel that I speak the
sentiments of every man on both sides of the House when I
say that we mourn his loss. As I have said before, and as
I said last Session, this new Parliament, changed as it was
greatly then, changed as it is now, had before it a future, a
future which it had to make; and I ventured to express the
hope which I forced myself then to entertain that that fature
would be a bright one. That future has since become, in
considerable measure, a past, and thoge hupes are dim.
But, though much be taken, much remains, There is yet
time, and even now, after the experiences of last Session, I
will repeat the expression of the hope that we shall take
heed to the lessons of the year, that we shall endeavour to
repair the errors of the past, and, if we cannot now achieve
all that might have been achieved, we shall yet endeavour to
do for our country what may, under present circumstances,
be done for its best.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Mr, Speaker,if I cannot
agree in all that my hon. frieud, if he will allow me to call
him so, has stated in his interesting speech, I can agree
with him in the opening sentences in which he paid a just,
graceful, I may say an eloquent compliment, to ‘the mover
and seconder of the resolutions which are now before the
House. These are not merely ceremonial compliments, on
the present occasion at all events, because, from the speeches
of both gentlemen, we can perceive what valuable members
they are of this body. I can also agree with the hon. gen-
tleman in his remarks as to the illustrious individual who
represents Her Majesty in Canada, and to his two prede-
cessors. It is not, perhaps, the best taste, or would not be
the best taste, for an adviser of the Crown to pay compli-
ments to the Governor General who accords the Ministry
his political confidence; but I may be permitted to say
with the hon. gentleman, and to believe, a3 I do, that, when
the term of office of the present representative of the Sov-
ereign is ended,® he will enjoy not only the affection
but the confidence of the people in as great a degree
a8 his predecessors. The hon. gentleman has spoken at
greater length than is usual on the opening of a Parliament,
and in answer to a Speech from the Throne. It has become
in Kogland, and is becoming in this country, the practice to
consider the Speech a formality—a necessary constitutional
formality, but still a formality—and to address ourselves
with as little discussion as possible to the business for which
wo are called, The hon. gentleman has, however, much to
the instruction,.much to the amusement of the House,
addressed us for some considerable period, and he com-
menced by stating that the Speech was remarkable for its
omissions. Now,a Speech from the Throne is made for the
purpose | of conveying to Parliament an idea of the
Important measures that are expected to be . sub-
mitted for their consideration. It is not expected
to enter into all subjects that are mot to be con-
sidered, that will not be considered, and that cannot be
considered, that have been settled, or are so far aside from
the business of the day as not to call for the attention of
Parliament during the then Session. I can congratulate
my hon. friend on the style in which he has addressed the
House. It is a new departure, a new appearance of my
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hon. friend. Why, in days of old,"even in the last Session,
he assumed the tono of a grave, statesman, of a sedate
politician, or rather a stern political economist. Now he
has taken quite a new ri’e, broken out in a new place, as
the saying is, and instead of a speech on the various subjects
of importance, he has treated us to a good deal of very
pleasant badinage. 1 could not at first understand the
reason for all this jocosity., T eould not understand why the
bon. gentleman had taken a new tone, had zdopted a new
réle ; but, as the speech went on, I began to understand it,
when I heard him bring out, in the first place, the sngges-
tion that there was a short crop; then ihat the Speech
showed that there was over trading; then. that there was
discontent in the North-West; then tbat the Premier of
the Province of Manitoba had expressed his discontent;
then, still further, that the speech showed some indications
that there might possibly be a failure in the construction of
the Canadian Pacific Railway; and, Sir, more than
all, when the hon. gentleman alluded with such
gusto to the fact that there perhaps might be a series
of bankruptcies in the country. Herevelled in the idea, Mr.
Speaker. Oh! with what unction he brought out the fact
that thore was a proposal in the Mail to establish a soup
kitchen to help the starving poor. The hon. gentleman
got what he has been wishing for, he got what his party
has been praying for, the hon. gentleman got the country
at last to the only position in which by any possibility he
or his party can get into power. He thinks the country
will get into a wretched position and then, when it is in
such a position—and he revels in the misfortunes which his
press had predicted, which his press had desired, and which
it exults in—then ho thinks there will be some chance for
- the hon. gentlemen opposite. The jocosity, tho smiles, the
badinage, the little pleasantries of the hon. geatleman are
quite understood, and I have no doubt will be approciated
by this House, and by the country. The hon. gentleman
was a little erratic in his taking up the various topics of
the Speech. He did not follow them paragraph by para-
graph, and I must to some oxtent follow him. I had not
the opportunity that the hon. gentleman had of preparing
these elaborate sarcasms, of making quotations of one hon,
member from this side in November, another in October,
and another in August. I have not an opportunity of
preparing any impromptues like the hon. gentleman, so that
I have to follow him in he way that he has taken. He
alludes to British Columbia., IIe does not say -that he
objects to all that he has heard, or that he knows of the
settlement made by the Government, the provisional settle-
ment made with that Province. He is glad of course— he pro-
fesses gladness—that all sorts of causes of quarrel, or dis-
cussion between the Province of British Columbia, and the
Dominion have ended. I do not know that [ am able to
answer my hon. friend. We have lost a good many, as the
hon. gentleman says, in this House. Wo have lost the only
man that could answer him—my friend Mr. Bunster. Ile

ook careof British Columbia in his day,and he threw back the
taunts and sarcasms of the hon. member when he chose to
attack British Columbia. I, in my feeble way, must
assume the position of Mr. Bunster. The hon. gentle—'
man does not object, as I understand it, to any of
the terms of settlement, so far as they have appeared |
in the public press; and he quoted a speech of tbe‘
Minister of Justice, my colleague, stating that the particular
arrangement of building the lsland Railway was the pay-
ment of a debt due to Victoria because they elected me.
Well, the hon. gentleman gays very truly, that honest men
pay their debts, but they pay their debts with their own |
money. Well, Mr. Speaker, {think the people of British

Columbia, at all events, think that the Dominion owes them ' gr:

a great debt for returning me to be head of the Government
instead of handing it over to tho hon. gentleman ; and I have
no doubt that not only British Columbia, but the whole

Dominion will accept, also, by a large majority, the belief
that really Victoria dil confor a benefit upon the Dominion

by enabling me to appear here in my presont condition as
Minister of the Crown. The hon. gentisman tosk occasion

~~it was quite proper for him to do 8o, thore is no reisen
why he should not—to allude to the parties who are, it i+
said, going to build the Island Riilway, and he spoke about
Mr. Huntingdon, and other American magnates wh» are
coming in to build that road. Well, 1 bolieve I have the
same sources of information a3 the hon. gontleman, and
perhaps a little more. I believe that there are some Amer-

ican magnates coming in, and that Mr. Dansmuir, who is a
Canadian millionaire, a British subject by birth, and one of
the most enterprising men of the whole Dominion, is going
to jo'n them. I am very glad that such is the credit of
Canada all over, and such is the credit of that particular
portion of Canada which is called British Columbia, that we
can at last, under the prosent Government, get American
magnatos to come in and invest their money. But, Mr.
Speaker, I am quite sure that these same American mag-
nates, daring the reign of the hon. gentleman opposite,
would not have come in; not a shilling, not a oont, not a
nickle would they putinto any Canadian fund of any
kind so long as the Government, its revenues, its fature, and
its present, were under the paternal guidance of hon.
gentlemen opposite. An hon. triend near me says I must
remember that the debt was created by hon. gentlemen
opposite. It was an obligation created by hon. gentle-
men opposite ; & promise made by them, an engagement
made by hon. gentlemen opposite, which we are now carry-
ing out. 1 do not choose to dwell upon that, because if we
cannot put overything into the Queen’s Speoch, neither can
we put everything into the debate on the Address, not-
withstanding the hon. gontleman’s eloquent exertions to do
80. Bat, Sir, that is the fact : that this same Island Rail-
way, this same obligation, was created by the Government
of which the hon. gentleman was a member. The hon.
gentleman then alluded to the paragraph relating to the
North-West ; that some legislation would be required in
consequence of the rapid development of that portion of
Her Majesty’s Dominions; and he took occasion to say that
there was a grest omission in the Speech when there was
no notice taken of the discontent that, he says, exists there

He specially quoted with the greatest pleasure—he hal 1t
carcfully in his drawer, there it was pasted, with the in-
dustry, with the care that would do honor to my bon.
friend from Lincoln (Mr. Rykert)—there he bhal it, Mr.
Norquay’s speech, and he says, Herc is the evidence of
discontent; here is the evidence of the want of policy; here
is the evidence of the misgovernmont of that country.
Why, Mr. Norquay is coming down—1I believe he has come
down—to ask for better terms. I remember the timo when
Nova Scotia came to ask for better terms, when it was
represented to this House, and to the Parliament at that
time, that Nova Scotia was discontented, that Nova Scotia
was recalcitrant, that she was about to secede. T'bere was

an imminent danger of that, we were told. Yet, 1 think the
hon. gentleman czcelled himself in Opposition—and the hon.
gentleman is powerful in Opposition—when, notwitkstand-
ing that discontent, notwithstanding the dissatisfaction that
existed in Nova Scotia, notwithstanding the great danger
there was from the beginning that she wopld secede, that
hon. gentleman opposed strongly, ably and vigorously, the
granting of better terms., Why, of course, Mr. Norquay
comes down here. 1le is not coming, to use a very cele-
brated expression, to ery “stinking fish.” Ile exagger-

ates, if possible, or, rather, he pressos as strongly as bo
can, all the varions reasons why better terms should bo

anted. I have no doubt that we will consider them. We

will not treat the application for better terms jn the same

manner the hon. gentleman did that of Nova Scotia. We

will give it every consideration—not frightened by threats,
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nor yet prevented from doing justice, if we think
justice demands any action, by being told that we are
conceding iwproperly the demands of the Province,
a8 we wore told in the case of Nova Scotia.
The hon. gentleman says there are varions causes of dis-
content, and thece thould all have appeared in the Speech.
Among other things he says it was very improper to
roserve the lands lying in the mile belt; and yet the hon.
gentleman, forgotting that portion of his speech, attacked
the Governmeont afterwards for making too rapid progress
in railway construction and for building the road so quickly
that the population became scattered. The hon. gentleman
urges that the people should not be allowed to scatter all
over the North-West, but should be kept in one place, all
of which would have been accomplished if his railway
policy had been carried out. 1f we had only had the water-
stretches systom and the vigorous action of the Sir W. P.
Howland Syndicate, then the hon. gentleman would have
Lad what he wanted, not the scattering of a vigorous
population all over the country, but the concentration of
people in one place. They would have been compelled to
have hung round Winnipeg, to have bought the land held
by Winnipeg speculators «t speculators’ prices; they wonld
not have been allowed to isolate themselves, for there would
have bzen no railway to have carried them out to Brandon,
Regina, Moose Jaw, or Calgary. The few people who would
have gone to the country would have been obliged, I say,
to have remained near Winnipeg for want of railway com-
munication. The hon, gontleman would then have been
satisfied; all his anticipations would have been realized.
Instead of a population rushing in, 25,000, 50,000 and 100,-
000, they would have gone in in few numbers under the
wonderful manazement, great foresight and vigorous admin-
istration of hon. gentlomen opposite. Yes, Mr. Speaker,
the hon. gentleman says he objectel, and objects now, to
the policy of locking up the mile belt. In the first
place, both his Government and our Government were
pledged that the North-West should pay the cost of its own
railway. We saw and felt that there was no reason why
the taxpayers of the Maritime Provinces, or of the old
Province of Canada should, out of their own pockets, pay
for railway construction in the North-West. Those hon.
gentlemen feli, a8 we feli, that in order to develop that
groat country, we should make an advance, borrow money
and loan it to the North-West, which was rich enough
when iis resources were developed to repay principal and
interest for the advance which they wished Parliament to
mune, We did ask Parliament to make the grant, Par-
l'amert made the grant, but under a solemn pledge given
Ly myself and my colleagues, that we believed and knew
that-by a proper and vigorous administration of the affuirs
of that eountry, not one farthing would be taken out of the
pockets of the rest of Canada, and that the North- West
should pay for and build its own railway. Ia pursuance of
that poliey, Parliament, in its wisdom, »ot aside 100,000,000
acres of land for the purpose of repaying to the rest of
Canada the temporary advance of $:5.000,000 to build that
great road. ln carrying out that policy we were obliged,
ul course, to take care that while opening up the country
and providing amply sufficient areas of land for all settlers,
the plan should be carried out #o that old Cunada should
not be obliged to be out of po.ket ultimately. With res-
pect to the mile belt 1, being then Minister of tho Interior,
adopted, to a very great extent, the advice and suggestions
of my hon. friend who har just spoken. My hon, friend
said—it will be found in Hansard, but 1 have not Hansard
before me, for [ am not a collector of speeches like the hon,
gentleman or like my hon. friend behind me—but I remem-
-ber his remark well, and I am quite sure he wiil not deny
it—that while every settler thou'd have the right toget his
homestead, there was no reason why he shonld become a
millionaire, and Government should take great care that
Sir JoaN A, MacponALD.

town sites and valaable spots along the line should be sold
at their value for the purpose of forming a fund to build the
railway. The hon. gentleman pressed strongly upon the
House the propriety, expediency and justice of selling
the land along the line, so far as town sites were
concerned, certainly, for the purpose of building the
road. Everybody who has gone through the country—I
have not had that experience—knows that from Red River
to Calgary there are few points which nature indicates as
being certainly the site of a town. The country is one
vast prairie and there are only one or two points marked
out by nature, I say, as future town sites, and as a general
rule it i3 mere accident as to whether a place becomes a
town or remains a mere rural section. It would there-
fore be quite impossible for the Government to find out
where the town sites would most likely be. But there was
another reason, which I had occasion to elaborate to some
oxtent last Seseion. When the boom to which the hon,
gentleman has referred prevailed in the North-West, there
was a rush of speculators all along the line, and there was
great danger of the honest and bond fide settler, who wanted
to obtain a homestead in the vicinity of the railway, being
crowded out by paid agents of epecalators who sent out
hired myrmidons by the dozen and even by the hundred to
put up false, fictitious and fraudulent evidence of settlement,
While the boom existed it was quite impossible to decide
between the honest sett'er and the pretended setticr in
the pay of a speculator. These paid agents werve scattored
all aver the couniry, as was admitted by the hon. member
from Manitoba who spoke last year. Then men, under the
pretence of being honest settlers, went upon laud and
put uo a fence or threw up a few rods of soil in a perfune-
tory manner; these were the paid servants of speculators
who were receiving a commission in addition to monthly
wages, and there wus danger that land would remain in
the same state as the land in the immediate vicinity of Winni-
peg remains, namely, held by speculators for advanced
prices, greatly to the loss of thut section of the country, and
to the disndvantage of the city itself as well as to the
honest :«tiuvr. With respect to the land between the
railwuy aod the boundary line, not ome single honest
settler, not ome single bond fide immigrant who has
settled on -any one lot, has been dispossessed, not
one man has been disturbed, There must have
been some little uncertainly in men’s minds while a
reserve existed; but that must, and will exist until the
whole country is scttled. That section was the most
profitable and valuable portion of the whole of the North-
West; that was the portion we had desired and intended
to commence selling for the purposce of recouping the loan
made by the. people of Canada 1o the people of the North-
West. Sir, that boom is over, the inflation was excessive;
the reaction was correspondingly great for a time, I am
happy to believe that is over now. I am happy to believe
that prices have resumed their normal condition, that land
is now held at fair prices, not at fictitions or speculative
values, The moment the time came when the Government
were satisficd, when the Department of the Interior had
the evidence before it that the time had passed for specu-
lators to rush in and puton the land agents, and thus
procure s fraudulent settlement, and that those speculators
bad enough to do at home tn meet their engagements with-
out geizing on new lands and dispossessing bond fide settlers,
that moment the Government, not a moment t00 soon and [
do not think too late, withdrew their reservation.
And what is the consequeuce? The consequence is that
the real settler now goes in, not the agent or the specu-
lator, not the land jo%ber or the land shark, but the real,
bond fide settler, and whether he comes from the Mother
Country or from older Canada he is certain to find his
homestead, to choose his homestead, to enjoy his homestead.
That, Sir,is my answer to the attack made on the policy
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of the Government. I conmsider that I am responsible
personally for that policy; I am responsible also for the
opening up of the lands; I am responsible in every way, and
1 am quite satistied that the Government acted wisely in
keeping out the land shark at the time it did, and equally
wisely in opening up these lands for the settler at the
proper time. Then the hon. gentleman attacked the
colonization companies, as I believe he did on former
oceasions. Well, Sir, the colonization system was not
initiated by the present Government. The colonization
gystem, the granting of lands to capitalists for the purpose
of inducing settlement, was inaugurated and carried out by
our predecessors—carried out not to a very large extent,
because they had not tho opportunity, they had not the
country, but they began the system and we have carried it
on, and we have no reason to regret our having done so.
I the first place, if we compare the Northern and Western
States with the position of our own North-West, at the time
weo undertook the administration of affairs, wo willfind that
the chief lands of the American North-West were granted
to the American railways; that these railways have had
agents all over the world, the best agents in the world, for
the purpose of eelling their lands. We had no large rail-
way companies heavily subsidized at thattime. The Govern-
ment were using all the machinery they could possibly use, in
the way of an Immigration Department, for the purpose of
encouraging immigration. They could not do what private
individuals or raiway companies, or colonization com-
panies could do. The Government carried out, to a
very considerable extent, the policy of their prede-
cersory, and that policy has, on the whole, boen success-
ful. There has bcen many and many sn immigrant and
seitler who has gono in there through the agency of the
colcnization companies, who would not have gone in there
but tor these companies. Besides that, we had the com-
mencement of the fund, and a very large and ratisfactory
commencement of the fund, out of which we have to repay
to the Domiunion Treasury the $25,000,000 pledged to build
the Canadian Pacife Railway. The assertion that in any
way eettlers were kept out of the country included in the
colonization grants, is mistaken. Everybody knows who
has looked at the regulations and the Government system,
that the even-numbered sections in every colonizdtion grant,
are open to the hemesteader just as much as if the land had
not been included in the grant. Any homesteader can go
on the land of any colonization company, and say
this is No. 8 or No. 4 or No. 6, or any even-number-
ed section, and despite the company he can kit down
on his land and can claim his patent and obtain his
patent for it. The plan of the Government is simply this:
that 50 far as the odd-numbered rections are concerned,
they should get a price for them; that the money should
be put in the Public Treasury to pay for the subeidy, and
that the colonization companies, in order 1o make it a
matter of interest to them to act as immigration agents
and hnq settlers, should get the odd-numbered scctions at
halt price if they found settlers to settle on the even-num-
bered sections, The consequence is, that some of the com-
panies have failed. Some of them wore, I am afraid, merely
speculative companies, had not a bond Jfide intention of
looking for settlers, but merely went in for the purpose of
making something out of it. Some of them, on the other
hand, bave
of money, and have agents traversing England. Ireland and
Scotland for the purpose of bringing out immigrants to
settle these lands.  That is the policy of the Government,
und I believe it has been smccessful, and I have no doubt
that within three or four years more—because these com-
panies have scarcely had time to work out this eystem or
generate the capital in order 10 do so—bat in a few years
the conntry will acknowlcdge that the system was a good
one, and that such of the companies as were bond fide—

gone to great expense, have laid out large sums !

as many of them were— became aclive, earnest, zealous,
and successful agents in settling the North-West. The
hon. gentleman alluded as one cause of discontent to the
disallowance of cortain local railway Bills, I would only
ask the hon, gentleman to go to the people of Winnipeg
and ask them whether they want any loecal railways run-
ning from the Canadian Pacific Railway west of them down
to the Province line. I.et him ask the people of Win-
nipeg, the place whore the excitement hus arisen, and
he will find that any man who would venture to state
that he was in fuvour of that system of allowing
local railways to run wherever thoy pleased from the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway to the frontier, would have very little
chance of representing Winnipeg or the electoral district
of which it is the centre. The hon. gentleman has said that
one great cause of discontent is the high Tariff, Well, that
is the old question of Protection against Free Trade, The
people there are taxed no more by the high Tariff than the
peoply in the other parts of the Dominion. 'The people of
the other parts of the Dominion—1 am sorry for the hon.
gentleman's sake to say it, because I know itis a disappoint-
ment to him—are submitting to the National Policy in a
spirit of Christian resignation and a spirit of Christian hope
and expectation. Besides, when we talk to the people of
the North-West we can say to them, Would you rather
have Free Trade and a deficit and no railway, or
Protection and & high Tariff, with the Canadian
Pacific Railway and a surplus? and I think the
people, en masse, if the question were put to them, would
decide in favour of Protection and the surplus and the
Canadian Pacific Railway instead ot a deficit, no railway,
and Free Trade. There wou!d be tho glorious privilege of
buying American manufactures at their border, if American
manufactures could be carried or transported by toboggans
or waggons across the plains, in the absence of a railway.
Tho bon. gentloman said that he did not wish to commit
himself in any way with respect to the cry for a Hudson
Bay Railway. There is a natural impatience in the North-
West for want of transport, of course, and hence the cry for
the Hudson Bay Railway, That Parliament is anxious to
assist_such an enterprise is shown by its chartering two
companies. These two companies, I am glad to believe,
are about to amalgamate, so that they will unite their
strength to build a railway from the Pacific Railway—I
suppose in the vicinity of Winnipeg—to Iludson Bay.
That is the action of Parliament. The action of the
Government has been this : in order to encourage that rail-
way, if it has any vitality—and I do not mean to say that
it has not vitality and a great future before it—I am not
competent to speak as to that; but the Government, in
order to encourage it, have agreed to give a larger land
grant to that railway and at a lower price than to any
other railway fhat has been subsidized in the North-West,
except the Canadian Pacific Railway itself. They have
agreed to give twice the quantity of land, and at half the
price, that they have given to the Manitoba and South-
Western, and the other railways which are projected through
that country. Well, thore is a natural feeling of impatienco
in the country, because the people cannot get their crops
out ; hence the great agitation for the immediate construction
of the Hudson Bay Railway. They are now obliged to send
their grain by foreign railways to castern Canada, They
are obliged to send it to the boundary lino and there take
the American railway~, The American railways, of course,
consider only their own interest. They have no interest in
common with those people, and do not care whether they
suffer or not. They put on just what tariff they please for

"their own purposes. Bat, Mr. Speaker, in two yoars the

scene will bs changed. There will be two routes through
Canada. There will be the allrail route running from
Calgary ihrough the whole of the wheat district and to the
porth of Lake Superior, direct to Montreal and tho sea; and
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there will be, berides, the subsidiary line running from
Winnipeg to Prince Arthar’s Lianding, and thence by steam-
ers put on for the purpose, to eastern Canada; —two lines
to carry off the agricultural wealth of the North-West. If
these two lines are found to bo insufficient, I have no
doubt other lines will be established, and the liudson Bay
route, if it be the route, will haveits turn, That is all I have
to say with respect to the remark made by the hon.
gentleman as to the Hudson Bay Ralway. Now, Sir, I do
not know why it is that the hon. gentleman is always
against the interests of the Canadian Pacific Riilway. Ido
not understand why, from the beginning of the proposition
until now, he has been its steady opponent. Ile was opposed
to building the line to the north of Lake Superior at all. At
all events, he was strongly in favor of postponing it for
years and years—it was to be built inthe distant future, in
the days of our grandchildren; whereas, Mr. Speaker, if
you now ask the men most interested in the building of that
road—if you ask a man like Mr.Van Horne, the chief manager
of the company, a man who has had as large a railway
experiencs, both in the United States and Canada, as any
man on this continent, he will tell you that of all the por-
tions of the Canadian Pacific Railway, from one eond to the
other, there is no portion so important in the view
of the company as the line that runs to the north of
Lake Superior—no portion so absolutely necessary to make
this line what we wish to make it, a great arterial line,
carrying the produce of Canada from one end to the other,
from sea to sea; no portion more important than that part
of the line which the hon. gentleman opposed with all his
might and main, and with all his eloquence. And, Sir, as he
failed in that, ho has never furgotten his opposition. Ilis
opposition is consistent, steady. His amour propre secms
10 be interested in fighting this railway. 1le cannot allow
himself not to be infallible; he cannot allow himself to have
over made a mistake; hecannotallow himself to have been
mistaken in the two great positions he used to take—firat,
that there should be no railway, in our time, north of Lake
Saperior, and second, that there shonld be no line through
British Columbia to the Pacific Ocean. He cannot forget
tbat he took these two positions; and, as they are both car-
ried against him, as both of these portions of the railway
are going to be built and are going to be the most profitable
portions——
Mrv. BLAKE. Hear, bear,

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD, The hon. gentleman says
hear, hear, He says the road has been built too rapidly.
e did not want the road built rapidly, He wanted it to
go on slowly, easily, with the.old, honest jog-trot of a2 hun-
dred years ago. He says it is going to cost a great lot
of money. o it is. He says that immigrants are
going to be scattered. They are going to gpttle in little
quiet communities. They are going to bé scattered over
half that immense continent. They will be sitting arouad
their fires, enjoying their domestic happiness, within
cagy range of the municipal institutions of Winnipeg,
and listening to the church-going bell that rings along the
Red River. Sir, supposing the hon. gentleman’s plan had
been carried out—and if the second syndicate had got the
contract, it would have been carried out—what would have
been the price of coul in Winnipeg at this moment? Why,
Sir, by building that railway, by forcing it through to
Calgary, by pushing it across the continent, the coal
roquisite for comfort, almost for life, which formerly cost
$23 a ton in Winnipeg, is now sold at §7. The wealth of
that western country is now shown to be so great that it
has been the most favoured portion for the immigration of
the past year, and will be still more the favoured country for
settlement and enterprise in the year 1884. It is & country
for cattle, for horses, for sheep ; a country for gold, forsilver,
and more important, it is a country for coal; and that
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conntry would not have baen opened, not a ton of coal, not a
nugget of gold would haye been taken out, not a horse or cow
or il>ck of sheep wounll have been herded on those plains
and those declivities, if it had not been for the rapid progress
of that railway—that wonderful combination of wealth and
skill and disinterestedness which is called the Canadian
Pacific Railway. Buat the hon, gentleman says that the
company have not only built the main line too fast, but
have gone into other enterprises which they should not
have undertaken. They should have confined themselves to
building from Callendar to Calgary. S) far as the
Government are coucerced, and Government aid is con-
cerned, I can tell hon. gentlemen in this House that
not a dollar of money, not an acre of land, has been
given to the Canadian Pacific Railway except on the cer-
tificate of the Chief Engineer that the moncy has been ex-
pended on the main line. Not one farthing has been ex-
pended, or one acre of land granted, except for that purpose.
I cannot go over all the particulars the hon, gentleman has
mentioned, becanse I do not know them all, when he quoted
balf a dozen of railways., What the interest of the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway may be in those, I am not able to spo-
cify. The time will come when this subject will be before
the House and then full particulars will be entered into, but
[ say that the Canadian Pacific Railway would have been a
failure, would have failed in its great purpose of connecting
the Atlantic with the Pacific, if the road had stopped at
Calgary. Of what use would have been the road unless it ex-
tended from Calgary to Ottawa and from Ottawa to Montreal.
Of what value would it have beer to the people ot the North-
West, if they did not know that their produce would be carried
across this line without breaking bu{)k, without intermission,
without delay, at the cheapest possible rate, and in the
shortest possible period, from the place of growth to the
ships that are to take it to England from Montreal or Quebec.
The bon. gentleman has been unable to grasp the magni-
tude of this question, He has been unable, even with his
mighty mind, to seize the importance of building this rail-
way in oue straight line from the Pacific Ocean to Montreal
and Quebec. The hon. gentleman hascavilled at every step
that has been taken by the Government in building this
great road. e objected to building it north of Lake Sa-
perior; he objected to extending it from Calgary to the
Pacific Ocean; he now sneers at this company for their
enterprise, for the grand idea they are carrying out, in a
grand way, in order to make this country a grand country,
instead of giving them his sympathy ; instead of forgetting
party; instead of forgetting his old and mistaken policy;
instead of remembering that he was a Canadian first,
before a Leader of the Opposition, and granting his
support, and his voice, and his great and deserved
influence, in making this great Canadian line a suc-
cess—ths greatest line belonging to any one country
in the world. 1f you consider the straightness of the line,
the healthfulnoss of the country it goes through, the fer-
tility of the land it traverses, and the energetic people who
are setuling on both sides of it, 1 do not know that on-
either continent there is any railway with the present
magnificont position or with a future equal to that of the
Canadian Pacific Railway. The hon. gentleman then
hacked back a3 to the bad harvest and the over-trading. We
did not, in the Speech, desire to say—~it would be untrue if
wo did—that this country was not prosperoms. This
country in tho present year is prosperous. you look at
the am>unt of money deposited in the savings banks . in
1883, you will find it is greater than in any previous
yoar. If you will consult the wholesale merchants in
the great centres of commerce, Montreal, Toronto, St. John,
or Halifax, you will find, by their unanimous voice, that
payments have been promptly made by the countiry mer-
chant who supplies the agriculturist, and that they have.

been made with greater regularity than in previous years,
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We have sll the indications of prosperity. The mere
chance—the misfortune it is, certainly-—of having an unsatis-
factory. crop, for the hon, gentleman says it is no worse,
together with the fact that, in some instances, in our early
expérience, the manufacturers have made an .over-produc-
tion in some gertain branches, has furnished the occusion of
acry; and there has aiso been ten or fifteen per .cent. of
frosted whedt in the North-West., 1Itis a very strange thing
that while that same frost cut down the crops in Minnesota
and’ Dakota, and destroyed the whole of the corn crop
through .8 .large region in the Western States, you do not
find the American press, the American statesmen, or Ameri-
oan politicians, publishing to the world, and gloating
over on the stump, the fact that their country has
suffered im its protuction, and is not so prosperous
as it }ias been in past years. It has been left to the Grits
and the Grit {)ress to defile our own nest. Much good may
it do them. If they can persuade the farmer or the work-
man who, from over-production in a given mill or manu-
factory, has been obliged to work. short time, that the
National Policy is wrong, what care they—what care they
about ruining the character of the country, depreciating its
credit in the markets.of the warld, if they can only displace
the National Policy Government and take its place? Hon.
gentlemen opposite, like. the individual depicted by Milton,
who says it 18 better to rule in hell than to serve in
heaven, would rather rule over a ruined country than sit
quietly on the benches .of the Opposition, seeing much
against their will a ppeople properous and a developing
trade. .But there are some wonderful omissions in this
oélebrated Speech delivered by Lord Lansdowne the other
day. Among other things he says the Washington Treaty
ends in two years, Itis of the very greatest importance to
Canads that that sibject should be dealt with by us now.
Why, Mr. Speaker, 1 remember the time when every
man in the Opposition called me Jadas Iscariot
and Benedict Arnold; I remember the time when [ was
hounded down ; when I was called a traitor to the country,
a traitor to its best interests, because I was in some
degres, as one of the Commissioners, responsible for
the Washington Treaty. It was called the * Wash-
ington Surrender,”—why, the surrender of Cornwal-
lis was nothing to it. I was told I was a traitor.
Benedict Arnold was a seraph to me, For the whole time
from May, when the Treaty was signed, to the following
winter, when we asked Parliament to confirm it, I was the
victim of eontinuous attaek. The language msed was as
plgm- and as honest Saxon as ever was wsed. There was no
mincing; there was no circumlocution in the phrases
applied to me. Of all the scoundrels who ever betrayed a
country, I was the worst. And now I find the
Leader of the Opposition, one of those gentlemen,
who, nodoubt to some extent, though always in a gentle-
manly way, joined in these attaeks me, says it is of
great importance that that Treaty-should not be allowed to
drop, We mmust take it up, because there are great inter-
ests eomcerned, and he aetnally'ohar% mo and the Gov-
ernment of which I am the First Minister, with being
guilty of & criminal omission, an omission he thinks he
ought to-bring up in the House in his place as & member
of Parliament defending the imterests of Canada, beosuse
‘we have not-anneunced that we are going to take steps to
‘continue that -opprobrious 'Treaty. 1 remember the time
‘when the then lender of the Opposition said, * And youn
Mmﬁ*tbetean&ormlm hts of Canada; you have given
up the-tertitorial rights of Canada for money, for meney.”
‘Baid e, “I'loatlto the idea-of the money we get or will
get under that Treaty.” Yet we got 4,500,000, Non
"“’t", if -the ’hoﬂ-.gentleman will allow me to quote
Iatin, hough he objected to ‘my hon. friend doing it, the
money did not: smell badly. “They net only took the
mm:'nkmh they-lodthed as & bribe to-sell our best inter-

-ests, our national honour, but they applied to Her Majesty
‘the Queen to grant the title of Knight Commander-of
St. Michael and St. George 1o the Minister who was at the
‘head of the Department that got -the money. Now, Mr,
. Speaker, I want to call the attention of my -hon.friend:to
‘one particular omission, which he dwelt on with great
‘unction, which he dwelt on with special unetion, amd
'that is that, in ‘my desire to' centraline evor&ing
lin this Government a&nd the Parl;.iament -of A '
I expended the money of -the- le of Carada in fighting
out in England the '»Zlaim of mpbomiuion ‘»Pnli;?g'ent to
ithe escheats—estates forfeiled by individuals ‘leaving mo
heirs or representatives. Thal is the statement of the hon.
goentleman. He said I was s0 anxious to centralize every-
thing that I imsisted upen that -dootrine being earried
out. Mr. Speaker, the hon, gentleman did net design,
I am quite sure, intentionally to misrepresent me, but there
is & most unfortunate lapse in his memory. They say Mr,
Gladstone has the same fuiling, He dlways believes -any-
thing he-states at the time is true. Sometimesit is proved
that it is not true, but &t the same time everybody knows
that Mr. Gladstone is & great statesman, and-a saint, and
u good man ; and he is, no doubt. He is just as offen as not
wrong in his statements of facts, but he believes he is right
when he makes a statement of any kind. The hoa. gentle-
man says it is the Government of which I am & member
that took up that question of escheats. Sir, from 1867 ‘to
1873, wheh we went oeut, the Government {ook not one
single step with regard to escheats. They-never ex 8
an opinion in regard to that question where the escheats
would go, and, dlthough the hon. gentleman has & lot
of extracts, I chullenge him or any man to state that any-
where from 1867 to now, at any time, he
ever heard me express an opinien & to that
contested question, whether the escheats went to
the Provincial Government or the Dominion Govern-
ment. Isay I challenge the hon. gentlemsn er -smy-
body to prove that, o any oecasion, in Parliament or gut-of
Parliament, I ever expressed ary opinion-on that-question,
It is & matter of little importance, as 'the hon, .
man truly says. It did not give the Treasury snything,
because everybody knows it is the practice, whenever there
has been an eschest, if any relative, legitimate or illegiti-
mate, if any friend, if any creditor of a persen leaving an
estate behind, can be found, the money is given up readily
and willingly; it never-has been considered & portien-of the
revenue of the eourtry. It mever has formed & portion.of
the revemue of the country. I do net believe that '$5,600,
I do not know that evem $1,000, has ever found its way
since Confederation into ithe Pablic Treasury from .any
escheat; therefore the charge that in auy way whatever I
desired in that instanee to eentralize the matter here is-alto-
ether erroneous ; but, Mr, Speaker, T-will.go & littlefurther.
While ne opinion was given by me as:Minister of Justice,
which I was from 1867 to 1873, -strange to say, that the
whole question arose on the de¢ision of Mr. kewzie’s
Government ; that the ease aroseon an opinion given by
Mr, Lafiamme, as the Minister of Justice of Mr. Maolveuzis's
-‘Admrinistration, deciating that tho escheats belonged to the
Dominion Government, o ,

Mr. BLAKE. Mr, Fournier,

Sir JOHN A. MAODONALD. Xes, Mr. Fournier ; not
Mr. Laflamme. It was Mr. Foursier, now s jadge, made by
the hon. gentieman, 1 Judge of the SBapreme Uourt. of Qana-
da; and a very goed judge, I bekieve, Mr, Rourvieris—a
man who does honoar:to.the: Bench ; buthe-gave his.opinion,
as Minister of Justice, that all the escheated moneys went
into the Dominion Treasury, and mot into :the ‘Provineial
Treasury. And,Mr. Speaker, when wo. came :in.and this
{ eelebrated Mercer case -arose, ‘Mr. Mowat swrate 'here 'to
{~know what we would do about it, and we.eame {0-80:AgTee-
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ment that he might dispose of the money subject to the
final decision of the question, Now, the question was raised
by the Government of hon. gentlemen opposite. We had
come to an arrangement carrying out the decision of the
g?vions Government, and paying respect to that decision.

e said : very well, you can keep the money and dispose of
itin this Mercer institution or in any public way you like,
subject, ot course, to the final decision. It was absolutely
necessary—we had not raised the question, it was sent
home, not by the Government, we did not want to raise if,
we never had raised it, but one of the persons supposing
himself to be interested in the Mercer estate carried it to
England—it was of great importance that the question
should be settled, and our only intervention in the matter
was that, in order that it might be finally settled and well
argued, we agreed to support and stand by the decision of
the previous Government, of which the hon. gentleman was a
member~—I do not think he was a member then—but of the
previous Government, the Liberal Government ; we agreed
to stand by their decision. We could not, as & Govern-
ment, I think, set aside the solemn decision of our
predecessors, and we agreed to pay a fee to competent
counsel, in order that the case might be fully argued.
That will show the justice of the line of argument taken by
the hon. gentleman against the Government. Then
there was the great Hodge case. The hon. gentleman has
quoted my speech and he has quoted his own speech. Well,
Mr. Speaker, in my speech I went a little too far, there is
no doubt. I am not like the hon. gentleman, infallible. But,
Mr. Speaker, the hon. gentleman has never ventured to say
that the McCarthy Act is ultra vires. The- hon, gentleman
has never ventured to say we had noright to pass that Act;
he has never ventured to say that Act, when brought into
full operation, will not have the force of law. His friend,
Eolitical and personal friend, I have no doubt, Mr Bethune,

a8 given a very strong opinion on that matter, and I
think my hon, friend—not in his political capacity, but in
his professional capacity — especially if ﬁe has got a
hint of the fee that my hon. friend, the mover of the
Address spoke of, would keep to his opinion that at all
events the McCarthy Act was constitutional, and was not
aultra vires. 1 am quite satisfied the hon. gentleman will
not get up without a fee, and say that it is not the
law of the land. Well, the Hodge case, I have no
hesitation in saying, is not the last word of the guestion.
I have no hesitation in saying that the Privy Council, for
some reasons known to those behind the soenes, from the
absence of those hon. members of it who usually take up
questions under the British North America Act, avoided &
decision, and the decision was this: that the Ontario Gov-
ernment, first, could make by-laws and regulations for the
‘regulation of licenses; and, second, if they could do that
themselves they could give that power over to the munici-
palities. That is simply the decision, but it in no way
affects the decision in Woodward and Rassell; in no way
affects the decision in the Scott Act; in no way affects
the language used by the Government of which the hon.
gentleman was sometimes &4 member and sometimes not a
member ; sometimes a supporter and sometimes not a sup-
porter. In 1878, when they put this language into the mouth
of the Governor General—¢“It is very desirable,”.those
hon. gentlemen said : they wanted to get up some new
cry, not to say it is expedient, or it is right, or it
is just, but something new, and they said: “It is very
desirable that there ehould be uniform legislation
in all the Provinces respecting spirituous liquors.” Hitherto
.that trade had been regulsted by Provincial laws or laws
existing before the Confederation of the Provinces,
although there had been lately a conflict of authority as to
the jurisdiction of the local authorities. That was the
announcement made in 1878, in the Speech from the Throne,

may be applied to the McCarthy Act, that it is expedient
that there should be one general law for the traffic of
liquors over the whole of the Dominion instead of its being
as heretofore regulated by different Provincial laws. We are
going to carry out exactly what the hon. gentleman in
1878 gave his support to. But the hon. gentleman says we
ought to have put this in the Speech. Mr. Speaker, if it wero
proposed to put a clause in that we were going to repeal the
McCarthy Act, then there would be some sensein it, but the
Government has no such intention. The Government know,

as far as infallible man can know, thatit is the law of the land,
that it is expedient there should be one general law, that
it18 of great importance for the well-being of the community
that there should be one general law, and they will, sub

judice, take the chance of the courts disagreeing with us,
I do not think the hon. gentleman will say that the courts
ought to disagree with us, and that we had not every right
and competency to pass that Act; and as to the expediency
I only quote their language against themselves, that it is
expedient. Now, Mr. Speaker, I am afraid 1 have tired
you, al all events, I havetired myself. The hon. gentleman,
perhaps, had better not have said much about the county of
Lennox. That is sub judice, and, perhaps the hon. gentleman
will find that neither he nor those who would like to have the
support of the hon. gentleman who sits for that county now,
will be so proud of it if the courts have & chance to get to a
trial of the question. As for the gentleman who now holds
the seat in this House, all I ctan say is that I
wish him no harm. I know him, I know his friends,
and I believe he is a very kindly gentleman, a
gentleman liked by his neighbours, popular, and justly
popular, as shown by the strong vote he has got. Bat
whether he is going to hold the seat from which I was
obliged to unwillingly {o vamose, is a question for the
courts. I think the hon, gentleman hdd better have
avoided an allusion to that matter. It brings up other
questions. I will venture to say this, that if we had a
sworn commisgion to try the validity of the seats of every
man in this House, small in number, though strong in
ability as the present Opposition is, their number would be
decreased and ours on this side would be increased. I have
no doubt of that, and if it was seriously challenged I would

not fear the test.

Mr. CASGRAIN. Try it over again.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I do not want to lose
my hon, friend. What would be the opposition from
Lower Canada without my bhon. friend ? rI)Jy, the rouge
flag would be paled, and those unfortunate degene-
rate bleus would be coming back here like a flock
of sheep, not regulated, not controlled, not over-mastered
by the great intellect, and the great mworale of my
hon, friend who wishes to have a new election. Now,
my hon. friend in his speech wound up with ap effective agyeal
to the hon. gentlemen from Lower Canada, saying, Take
care if you desire Protection for your own institutions to
see that the institutions of other Provinces are not
attacked. Mr. Speaker, I went into Parliament in 1844, I
became a Minister in 1854, and I have been supported by a
French majority ever since that time, They have never
failed me, and they have always had confidence in me, and
I have, I believe, proved myself worthy of their confidence,
Sir, I have suffered obloquy on their behalf; I have been
attacked by those hon. gentlemen opposite in days gone by,
when it was convenient for them to ride the Protestant
horse, when they called me a slave to French influences, &
slave to Romish influences, a slave to Lower Canada
influences, It won’t do, Mr. Speaker. All the blandish-
ments of the hon. gentleman, if he put on twice the smiling
countenance, and if he used twice the eloguent language
that he has done and that he is able to do, will not make

-by the hon. gentlemen opposite, and the same language
" Bir JouN A. MACDONALD,

the people of the Province of Quebec believe that they are
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safer in his hands than in the hands of John A.Mac-
donald.

Resolutions agreed to.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD moved :

That tho said resolutions be referred to a Select Committee composed
of Sir Jobn A. Macdonald, Sir Leonard Tilley, Sir Hector Langevin,
8ir Oharles Tupper, and Messrs. Macmaster and Belleau.

Motion agreed to.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, from the Committee, re-
ported the draft of an Address, which was read the first and
the second time and ordered to be engrossed, and to be pre-
sented to His Excellency by such members of this House as
are members of the Privy Council,

SUPPLY.
Sir LEONARD TILLEY moved :

That this House will, on Tuesday next, resolve itself into a Com-
mittee to consider of a Supply to be granted to Her Mujesty.

Motion agreed to.
WAYS AND MEANS.
Sir LEONARD TILLEY moved :

That this House will, on Tuesday next, resolve itself into a Committee
to consider of the Ways and Means for raizing the Supply to be granted to
Her Majesty.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

Motion agreed to; and (at 10 o’clock, p.m.) the House
adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Monpay, 21st January, 1884,
The SreAkER took the Chair at Three o'clock.
PrAYERS.
MEMBER INTRODUCED.

The following Member, having previously taken the Oath
according to law, and subscribed the roll containing the
same, took his seat in the House :—

Donald M. Oameron, Member for the Electoral District of the West
Riding ntljrf the County of Middlesex, introduced by Mr. Blake and Mr.

Fairbank.
REPORTS.

The following Reports were laid upon the Tablo :—

Annual Report of the hon. Minister of Public Works for
the fiscal year 1882-83.—(Sir Hector Langevin.)

The Public Accounts of Canada for the fiscal year ending
30th June, 1883.—(Sir Leonard Tilley.)

Report of the Auditor-General of Canada for the fiscal
year ending 30th June, 1883.—(Sir Leonard Tilley.)

Report, Returns, and Statistics of the Inland Revenue of
the Dominion of Canada for the fiscal year ending 30th
June, 1883.—(Mr. Costigan.)

‘Trade and Navigation Returns for the
June, 1853.—(Mr. Bowell.)

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY.

8Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD presented a Mossage from
His Excellency the Governor General.

Mr. SPEAKER read the Message as follows :—
Lawspowxz.

The Governor Qeneral transmits to the House of Commons an
agreement made- at Victoris, on the 20th day of Angust, 1883, relative
to various points remaining unsettled between the (gg:ernment of the

0, and that of the Province, together with the contract for the

year conding 30th

construction of & Mndy on the Island of Vancouver, and accompanying
papers, and recommends the same to the favourable consileration of
your Honourable House.

Governuxny Housr,
Orrawa, 17th January, 1384

BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills were severally introduced and read
the first time :—

Bill (No.2) to amend the Criminal Law, and to extend
the provisions of the Act respecting Offences against the
Person.—(Mr. Cameron, Huron,)

Bill (No. 3) to further amend the Law of Evidence in
criminal cases,—(Mr. Cameron, Huron.)

Bill (No, 4) respecting Carriers by Land.—(Mr.
MecCarthy.) :

LAND AGENT FOR CALGARY SECTION,

Mr. CAMERON (Huron) enquired, Whether a Dominion
Land Agent has been appointed for the Calgary section of the
North-West ? If 8o, when ? His name, former residence and
occupation; amount of salary ; when did salary commence;
where is his head office located; has ho entered on the
dischargeof his duties ? If so, when?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Mr. William H. Hillyard,
of Brandon, Manitoba, was appointed by Order in Council
on the 23rd June, 1883, at & salary of 1,200 per annum.
His head office will be at Calgary acoording to present ar-
rangements; he has not entered upon the discharge of his
duties because the surveys were not sufficiently completed
to enable him to do so. Since the beginning of September
he has been at work at the Brandon Land Office, and from
that period his salary commenced to be paid.

~

LAND AGENT FOR ASSINIBOIA,

Mr. CAMERON (Huron) enquired, Whether & Dominion
Land Agent has been appointed, with his head office at Troy,
or at any other point in Assiniboia? If such an appointment
has been made, when was it made ; what is the name of the
appointee ; his former residence and occupation ; where is
the office now located ; what is the Agent's salary; when
did it commence; has the Agent entered on the discharge
of his daties ? 1f so, when ? :

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The Dominion Land
Agent has not been appointed with his head office at Troy.
An Agent has been appointed for the Regina district with
his head office at Regina city. The Agent’s name is J. Mac-
Donald Gordon, He was appointed in March, 1882, at
which time he was residing in Qitawa, and ocoupying the
position of a clerk in the Department of the Interior, He
opened an office in a tent for a time at Troy, but since a
building was prepared he removed to his present quarters.
His salary is $1,200 per annum, and dates from the 1st of
May, 1882, He entered on the discharge of his duties in
the early part of Jure, 1882,

SALE OF SUPPLY FARM No. 20.

Mr., CAMERON (Huron) enquired, Whether Snpfly
Farm No, 20, on Fish Creek, near Calgmg, has been sold ;
when, to whom, and for what price,and whether by private
gale or public competition ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Supply Farm No. 20 has
been sold to the Hon. Dr. Robitaille at a price of 83 per
acre, by private sale, and not by public competition.
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STATEMENT OF IMPORTS,

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. In the absence of Mr.
Burpee, of St. John, I wish to move for a return similar
to that which has been moved for by that hon. gentleman
on two or three occasions,—a summary statement, similar
to No. 2 in the Trade and Navigation Returns, of the goods
imported for consumption, dutiable and free, in the
Dominion of Canada, the amount of duty collected, and the
rates of duty levied thereon, during the six months ending:
31st. December, 1883 ; also, a similar statement to No. §, in
the Trade and Navigation Returns, of the goods the pro-
duce and manufacture of Canada, exported: from the
Dominion of Canada for the six momths ending 3lst;
December, 1883. This, I think, has been regaiarly moved
for and obtsined during the last year or two.

Mr, BOWELL. Before the motion is carried, I would
say 1o the hon. gentleman that some little time, as he well
knows, must elapse befere it will be pessible to make out
the desired return. We have to wait for all the papers
from the different Provinces, and ss the hon. gentleman
. very properly remarked in introducing the motion, the
same resolution has been passed almost every Session for
the last four or five years. But we have never been able;
to prepare the return and bring it down before the end of}
the Session, so that really it has been of very little use for
the purposes to which it could be applied during the Ses-
sion, I will, however, if possible, have the' return brought
down this Session at an earlier period, and see that it is
magde out with all possible despatch, but the hon. gentle|
man must not expect it for some  weeks.

Motien-agreed to.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved :

That a Special Committee of seven Members be appointed to prepare
and report, with all convenient speed, lists of Members to compose the
Belect Standing Committees ordered by the House on Thursday, the
(l)'g.‘hrinlunt, and thai:Hfir Jghn A. Ma(icllonald, Bﬁgeﬁnard 'l‘illey,tShn'
Oharles r, Sir Hector Langevin, Messrs. . .do compose the
sxid’ ,Gomx:t?f.pt:e’. ’

' Mr. BLAKE asked that Messrs. Cartwright and Vail's
names be substituted for Messrs Mackenzie and Liaurier,

Motion, as amended, agreed to.
OMCD}L REPORT OF THE DEBATES.
Mr. BOWELL moved: ‘
m’l’&aﬁg Seleot Q‘ggimﬁtt&qbcom%igigg lIesgr::i Béc!'xgrd2 Ber%ion, Chalrll-
01Dy, y 0 s ille’
u&whl‘ibg(&:j“e s, McDonald (Cape Breton), Scriver, Somerville

11), be'a Committee to supervise the Oficial Report
of the Debates during the present Session. ,

Motion.agreed to.
RETURNS.
wl(ction_s for the following Returns were severally agreed’

A duly certified copy of the eomplaint or petition of
Eugdne Gosselin, of St. Charles de Bellechasse, farmer, pre-
sented to the Dominion Arbitrators; also of all the record

. of proceedings before the said Arbitrators, including all evi-
dence, accounts, protests and judgment in the said case and
forming part of the said record.—(Mr. Amyot.)

A. duly eertificd copy of the complaint or petition of Louis
Chabot, of St. Charles de Bellochasse, farmer, presented to
the- Dominjon Arbitrators; also of all the record of pro-
ceedings before the said Arbitrators, including the evidence,
accouunts, protests and judgment in the said case and form-
ing part-of the said record.—(Mr. Amyot.)

sented to the Dominion Arbitrators; alse of all the record
of proceedings before the said Arbitrators, including the
evidence, accounts, protests and judgment in the said case
and forming part of the said record.—(¥r. Amyot.)

Return of the Receipts and Expenditurs in*detsil, charge*
able to the Consolidated Fand, from the fitst- day of July,
1882, to the 20th day of January, 1883, and fsom the lst
day of July, 1883, to the 20th day of January, 1834.—(Sir
Richard Cartwright.)

Return in the form unsed in the statements usually pub-
lished in the Gazette, of the exports and imports from the
“1st day of July, 1882, to the 1st day of Jannary, 1883, and
from the 1st day of July, 1883, to the lst day of January,
1884, distinguishing the products of Canada and those of
other countries.— (Sir Richard Cartwright.)

Statement showing the amount of Government money on
deposit on the 1st day of January, 1884, whether in Canada
or elsewhere, together with the names of the Banks where-
in the said moneys are deposited, with the-amount in each
Bank respectively ; also the amount at interest and the rate
of interest, if any, allowed on the said deposits in each case.
—(Sir Richard Cartwright.)

Return showing (approximately) the number of immi-
grants who are supposed to have settled in the Province of
Ontario in the years 1879, 1880, 1881, 1¢82 and 1883,
respectively.— (Sir Richard Cartwright.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjonrnment of
the House,

Motion agreed to; and

(at 3:45 o'clock, p.m.) the House
adjourned. -

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
' TurapAr, 22nd January, 1884,

The SpEAKER took the Chair at Three o’clock.

PrAYERS.
BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills were severally introduced and read
the first time : —

Bill (No. 5) to consolidate and amend the Acts respecting
the elections of Members of the Heouse of Commons.—(Mr.
Cameron, Huron.)

Bill (No. 6) to provide for the punishment of seduction
‘and like offences.— (Mr. Charlton.)

MINISTERIAL CHANGES.

Sir JOHN A. MACDOXNALD. The hon. gentleman
‘opposite has asked me to give an explanation of the Minis-
Lterial changes which have taken place since last Session.
‘The only change which has taken placa is this: The Hon.
"Mr. Macpherson, who was Spesker of the Upper Honse and
a member of the Government, resigned his Spegkership and
was appointed Minister of the Interior in my pluce, I taking
the office of President of the Council. There ir & change in
the administration of the Department of the Interior in
this regard : that the Indian Department, instesd of being
under the charge of the Minister, is now under the :charge
of the President of the Counecil, myself. The Mounted
Polico Branch which is connected with the Indian Depart-
ment, is also transferred to the De; ‘of the Presi-
dent of the Council under the Statute. The Hon. Mr. Mao-
pherson is now Minister of the Interior, and I.am Paesident
of the Council and SuperinteadentGéneral of Indian

A daly certified copy of the complaiht or petition of
Charles Ghabot, of St. Charles de Belfechasse, fagemer, pre-
Sir Jouy A. MAODONALD,
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Mr, BLAKE., Iam very glad that the hon, gentleman
has thought fit to disassociate himself from the very
office, adequately filled, of Ministerof the Interior. I think
that all of us who have been for some years in Parliament
must have felt convinced that the office of First Minister is
quite sufficiently exacting in itself without the addition to
it of extiremely oncrous departmental duties, and that the
pecessary result of such addition is that one or other of the
functions of the yerson filling that position must be more or
less neglected. I hope thatin the comparatively smaller
sphere of departmental duties to which the hon, gentleman
is now devoting himself, he will find it possible {0 adminis-
ter with more successful result; in point of economy, at any
rate, the Indian Department. We all know the mode in
which our expenses have swelled for some years in that
Department, and I look with some degree of hope to the
cxercise of greater economy.in that branch now that the
hon. gentleman is no longer embarrassed with the nominal,
if not actual, control of the Ministry of Interior. But, while I
say so much in approval of the course the hon. gentleman
has wisely taken, I must renew the suggestion I have made
once or twice with reference to Ministerial changes that
have taken place under this Administration. The work of
the Department of the Interior has very much to do with
the revenue of the country, and is very largely of an ex-
ecutive and administrative character, in respect of which
there ought to be the most immediate and active responsi-
bility as between the Minister and the Commons. It is &
description of work in which, particularly as the hon.
gentleman has moulded and executed the Statutes, we have
mainly but the privilege of obtaining information and of
© criticising the administration’; but it is also important
that should be done with the Minister in this House.
It seems, therefore, unfortunate, that this important
Department should have been transferred from this House
to the other Chamber. The hon, gentleman has said _that

this is the only Ministerial change, and therefore, I pre-|
sume, he thinks—and I do not intend 1o object to his mode

of viewing the subject in that regard—that it is not fitting,
under an enquiry as to Ministerial changes, to make any
explanatlon_with reference to the anomalous conjunction
of offices witnessed since last Session in respect of his
colleague sitting beside him ; and I suppose it is in some
other form we must ask explanations that are due this
House and the country in that respect. ‘

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, With respect lo the
Indian Bepartment I can only say I will give 1t the same
attention I have given it hitherto, The House knows per-
feetly wgﬂ, or they did not listen to the remarks and lucid
explanations'T have made on many oceasions in other cir-
cumstanoes, that the expenses of the Indian Department
Were necessarily very great. The Indians were thrown on
the Treasury in a destitute condition, and we could not
allow them to starve; but I am glad to say,in the language
of the Speech, that the reports this year are most
satisfactory. The Indians have confined themselves to the
reserve, and if they have not been as emergetic as white
men, they have made and are making rapid progress to-
wards self maintenance,
rﬁdnctxon in- the annual expenditare. With respeot to the

epartment: of the Interior I quite agree with the hon,
gentleman that the office of First Minister, extending
over all the Departments, involves 8o many miscellaneoas
gnhes, it is im

epartmental work. In 1878, when I took the two offices
of First Minister and Minister of the Interior, the reason I
did so was that the country was going to be the scene of
large operations, and that some system had to be lajd down
for immigration, settlement of the mew population, and
Opening up of the North-West generally ; and this involved
large principles and a vast policy for which the First

which means a very considerable |

portant that he sheuld be free from heavy-

Minister must be held primarily responsible. For that
reason I accepted the double daty. Subsequently, when the
work became more distinotly departmental, I obtained the
able assistance of the Speaker of the Upper House, who
relieved me in & most disinterested way of the excessive
Eeressure of work, and he, with his usoal thoroughness, has

come thoroughly acquainted with the business of the
North-West and the Department. It is true it wonld be
well if arrangements could be made for the Minister to be
here, but the next best thing has been done; all my present
colleagues being actively employed in their Departments.
Having initiated in a considerable degree the Yohcy of the
North-West, being acquuinted with it, I shall be here as
First Minister, taking the responsibility of meeting the
House on all matters connected with the Department of the
Interior, and I hope I shall receive—I do not ask the con-
fidence—but the support on all proper occasions of my hon.
friend opposite. ith respect to. the fact that the hon.
Minister of Railways is acting just now as High Commis-
sioner, I have no occasion to allade to that, That is not a
Ministerial change. If any discussion is fo arise on that
point, both he and I had better wait until the subject is
brought properly before the House.

Mr, CASGRAIN. I was going to congratulate my hon,
friend on the promptness he has shown in calling us
together early in the Session so that we might be able to
adjourn by Easter ; but if we begin at this rate of despatch I
will have towithdraw my compliment. There are numerous
subjects to which the attention of the Government might be
directed at once, for instance the Bothwell or the Megantic
elections, or the Government might show the same interest
towards the other Provinces that they displayed last Session
towards Ontario, when they devoted six weceks to tho
Ontario elections, by giving their attention to the state of
affairs existibg in Quebec. There are many other subjects,
in fact, which we might discuss. Take, for instance, the
Shields matter, and many other subjects which I could
‘suggest. 1 will furnish any number to my hon. friend
opposite, in order that he may set us to work. For my own
part I am ready to work. I speak on my own account ony,
and, rather than adjourn now, [ propose ihat we should do
something on apy kind of subjeet that the hon. gentleman
might bring forward, and I would take in preference the
Shields matter.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I think the hon, gentle-
man should move that we do something.

Mr. CASGRAIN. I was taken by surprise; I never
anticipated this,

Sir JOEN A. MACDONALD. That would be a newstep
in the hon. gentleman’s career, that-we should do something.
He has not yet suoceeded in doing anything, and, if he wants.
to do something now, let him move. I shall move that the

House do now adjourn,
Motion agreed to; and (at 3:45 o'clock, p.m.) the House
adjourned. ,

" HOUSE OF COMMONS.
WEDNESDAY, 23rd January, 1884,
The SreEAKER took the Chair at Three o’clock,

PrAYERS.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, from the Special Com-

mittee appointed to prepare and report lists of members 1o
composeptﬁx% Select gtanding Committees, ordered by the

House on the 17th instant, reported lists a3 follows ;—
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Cartwright(Sir Richard)Tves, Shakespeare,
QOasgrain, Jackson, Somerville (Bruce),
Catudal, Jamieson, Batherland (Oxford),
Charlton, Kaulbach, Tilley (Sir Leonard),
Cimon, Kilvert, Vail,
Cochrane, Kinney, Vanasse,
Oook, Kirk, . Wallace (York),
Coursol, Kranz, Weldoa,
Qurran, Landerkin, White (Cardwell),
Cuthbert, Lesage, White (Renfrew),
Daly, Macdonald (Sir Johan), Williams,
Davies, Macdonald (King's), Wood (Westmoreland),
Dawaon, Mackenzie, Wright and .
Desrjardins, Mackintosh, Yeo —100.
Dickinson, Macmaster,
Dugas, Massue,

And tbat the Quorum of the said Committee do consizt of Nine
Membors. .

No. 9.—ON IMMISRATION AND COLONIZATION.

Messieurs
Allen, Dawson, McNeill,
Allison (Hants), Dickinson, Montplaisir,
Allison (Lennox), Dugas, Orton,
Armstrong, Fairbank, Paterson (Brant),
Auger, Farrow, Pinsonneault,
Bain (Wentworth), Ferguson{Leeds& Gren.)Platt,
Baker (Victoria), Fisher, Pope,
Barnard, Fortin, Ray,
Béchard, Gagné, Robertson (Hastings),
Bell, Grandbois, Ross,
Benoit, Guilbaalt, Royal,
Billy, Harley, Scott,
Blondeau, Hawkins, Somerville (Bruce).
Boldue, Hay, Springer,
Bourassa, Hesson, Sproula,
Bryson, Hickey, Sutherland (Sclkirk),
Burnham, Homer, Taylor,
Barns, Houde, Trow,
Oameron (Middlesex), Hurteau, Tyrwhitt,
Campbell (Renfrey), King, Watson,
Catudal, irK, White (Hastinge),
Ohapleau, Kranz, White (Renfrew ),
Uimon, Labrosae, Wigle,
Cochrane, Landry (Kont), Wilson,
Cockburn, Mackintosh, Woodworth,
Ooughlin, McCraney, Wright and
Daly, McMillan (Vaudreuil), Yeo.—8I.

And that the Quirum of the said Committee do consist of Nine
Members.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved that the said report
be concurred in.

Motion agreed to.

RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS OF THE HOUSE
OF COMMONS,

Mr. SPEAKER. I have the honour to lay before the
House a statement of the receipts and disbursements of the
Accountant of the House of Commons, for the year ending
J0th June, 1883.

JOINT COMMITTEE ON THE LIBRARY.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved:

That & Select Committee, composed of Messrs. Biake, Brecken,
Cameron (Huron), Colby, f)aly, avies, Deejardins, Fortin, Houde,
Laurier, Ouimet, Scriver, Taseé, Weldon, Wells, and Wright, be
appointed to assist Mr. Speaker in the direction of the Library ot Parlia-
ment, so far as the interests of this House are concerned, and to act as
members of a Joint Committee of both Houses on the Library. :

Mr. BLAKE. Is this the same as last year?
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Yes.
Motion agreed to.

JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINTING.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved :
That a Meesage be sent to the Senate, requesting that their Honours

will unite with this House in the formation of a Joint Committee of both
Houses on the subjeet ot the Printing of Parliament, and that the
members of the BelectStanding Cowmittee on Printing, namely, Messrs.
Baker (Missisquoi), Beigm, Bourussa, Bowell, Desjardins, Foster,
Hpudn(, Innes, i.andry (Montmagny), McDonald (Gs(pe Bireton), Somer-
ville (Braat), Tassé, Thompson, Trow, and White ({’ardwell), will act
a3 members, on the of this House, of the said Joint Committee on
the Printing of Parliament.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Before that motion is
passed, I would like to make a suggestion to the hon. the
First Minister. I think that Committee, if I remember
aright, regulates the number of copies of our Sessional
Papers that are issued in the year; at least, that is my
recollection, The matter is one which, I think, would com-
mend itself to him, and probably to most of us. I would
suggest that, in future, we adopt the rale which I understand
is adopted in England, that all gentlemen who happen to
bave been members of this House, and who choose to apply
after leaving this House, or being unable to regain seats in
this House, should have the varions Sessional Papers sent to
them,—should have that privilege on application. My
attention was called to the matter during the last year. I
had no cause to complain in my own instance, as my friends
kept me admirably supplied with the Sessional Papers ; but
[ know that many gentlemen who have been members of
this House have made collections of these papers, and would
like, without tronbling their friends, to have them sent to
them from year to year; and it would not add much to our
expenditure in this direction if this were dome only on
application, as some gentlemen do mnot care to have them.
[ think it would be a very proper courtesy to extend to
gentlemen who have had the honour of being members of
this House. »

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. It is a suggestion worthy
of all consideration, and I would commend it to the best
attention of the Committee on Printing, when thoy meet.

Motion agreed to.

ELECTORAL FRANCHISE BILL.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Mr. Speaker, by the
consent of the House, in order to expedite business, I will
move for leave to introduce Bill (No. 7) respecting the
Electoral Franchise. The Bill is substantially the same
as that of last Session, and will be distributed as soon as
possible.

Mr. BLAKE. I suppose the amendments are too trivial
to deserve detailed mention on this occasion.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. They are notso important
as to warrant me in taking up the time of the Ilouse in a

long discussion.
Bill read the first time.

BILL INTRODUCED.

The following Bill- was introduced-and read the first
time :—

Bill (No. 8) for constituting a Board of Railway Com-
missioners for Canada, and to amend the Consolidated Rail-
way Act, 1879.—(Mr. McCarthy.)

INDIAN AGENT AT PENETANGUISHENE,

Mr. COOK enquired, Whether any Indian Agont has
boen appointed at Penetanguishene ? 1f so, when, his name
in full, amount of salary, when did salary commerce, and
what is the extent of his district ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Yes; an Agent was ap-
pointed by Order in Council of the 31st of January, 1883 ; his
name is Henry Horace Thompson ; the salary is $500 per
annum; payment of the salary commenced on the 2l1st
March, 1883, when Mr. Thompson commenced his duties;
the Agency embraces the Christian Islands in the Georgian

Bay.

INSPECTION OF NEWFOUNDLAND HERRING.

Mr. FORTIN, moved for an Address to Ilis Excellency
the Governor General for copies of all correspondence
between the Government of Canada and the Government of
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Newfoundland, and between the former and some fish mer-
chants or others on the subject of the inspection in Canada
of Newfoundland pickled herring, imported into Canada,

statements showing the quansity of Newfoundland
herring imported 1in different ports of Canada,
in 18233, the number of barrels and half-barrels

of the said fish that have been submitted to our official
inspection, and the result of such inspection. He said:
Before putting the motion, I would like to address a few
remarks to the Hounse. I put this motion on the paper a few
days ago and as1t happened to stand alone on the Order paper
it was remarked outside the House that it was a very small
affair. Well, from one point of view it is a very small affair,
I dare say, if I had spoken of salmon, trout, or of fly fish-
ing, or of something relating to sport, many people perhaps
would have been pleased. Bat, Sir, the herring fishery, from
a commercial point of view, and from an esonomical point of
view, if not from a political point of view, is of very great
importance. History is a great mentor and tutor, and I will
recall some facts of history. Some centuries ago, the famous
Datch Admiral Van Tromp swept the British channel, and
dictated peace to the English ; and Ruyter and other Dutch
Admirals, for a century, had command of the sea, And who
had they on board their vessels as seamen ? Herring fish-
ermen, and no one else, and they were recognized to be the
best seamen in the world, 1t is well known that the herring
fisheries of Holland gave to that country the mastery of the
sea for centuries—not because of that particular branch of
trade, but because the famous Dutchman, Beukels, had dis-
covered a means of preserving herring by pickling them.
At first sight this would not seem to be of much account.
Bat, Sir, let me remind you that it created a revoluation in
the herring trade; let me remind this House that the great
Charles V, the great King of Spain, and great Kmperor of
Germany, when he visited Holland, expressed his opinion
that Beukelr, who discovered this process of pickling
herring, was one of the greatest benefactors of humanity;
and he did not consider it bemeath him to go and pay
his respects at his tomb. Now these .poor, humble,
herring fishermen on our coasts and bays are well worthy of
our attention. When we look at the statistics we find that
in Norway no less than 750,000 barrels of herring are taken
annually. In Scotland there are about as much more,
that is to say 1,500,000 barrels of herring for the two
countries, being equnal to 300,000,000 lbs. of food. If
we look at Canadian statistics we find there were talen
Jast year on our coasts, 193,361 barrels of herring,
that were pickled; 159,605 boxes of smoked herring,
and 2,800 boxes of frozen herring, worth altogether over
$800,000. These figures prove that herring is a very
important factor in the fisheries of this country, and
the Government, having introduced the National Policy, is
bound to protect and develop that industry as much as
possible—as much as any other industry or branch of
manufacture. Well, I had the honour to speak in this
House several times in regard to the inspection of herring.
‘I'he inspection of herring not only enables the buyer to
koow what he is buying, but it obliges the fishermen to do
their very best to have good fish, and, as a consequence, to
get a better price for their fish. When I. spoke in this
House on a former occasion it was to ask the Government
to repeal & law passed by the Free Trade Government, in
1874, which permitted Newfoundland herring to come into
this country, not only free of duty, bat free of inspection,
whilst our herring was obliged to be inspected. We know
that the inspection of herring in Canada costs from 20 to
40 cents a barrel. Now we know that inspected herring
cannot be all classed as No. 1; sometimes it is classed as
No. 2, or 3, or even less than that—and it is .not always
because the fishermen did not do their duty by the fish, but
because the fish was small, not fat enough, or tresh enough.
Sometimes the captain of the vessel which carried these bar-
Mr. ForrIN.

rels did not tale proper care of them, and the pickle was
lost, and the fish damaged. Thatlaw not only allowed these
Newfoundland herring to come in free of the Canadian
inspection, but it obliged our own inspectors to give it a
certain character. They were obliged tostamp it Newfound-
land, so that Newfoundland herring which came to this
country to the extent of from 15,000 to 30,000 barrels every
year, and bearing the mark of the Newfoundland inspection
and all stamped No. 1, were sold as No. 1. The buyers in
thé western Provinces not only bought it as No. 1, bt paid
for it as such, while our own herring had to be inspected ;
and as a great many barrels could not rank higher than
No. 2, our fishermen lost -that way $1 a barrel,
the difference of price between No. 1 and No. 2 herring,
while the Newfoundland herring all sold as No. 1.
Well, this state of things constituted a grievance, and the
matter was brought before the House. It was sometime
before our fishermen got redress, but they did get it.
A law was passed which went into effect last spring, by
which Newfoundland herring were submitted to the same
inspection as our own—there was not the slightest differ-
ence. The Newfoundland fishermen and merchants pre-
tended that their herring was inspected in Newfoundland ;
but our fishermen said their inspection was a fraud, and we
proved that it was a fraud. During five or six years the
Newfoundland merchants and fishermen were able to take
advantage of that fraud, and to do great injury to our
herring trade; and I know for a fact that several vessels,
and a great many fishermen, went out of the trade.
Formerly the Montreal market was supplied by Labrador
herring, and by herring taken by people on the Magdalen
Islands, or on the north shore, which state of ~things
continued until they were driven out of the market by the
Newfoundland herring. I will now give the House figures
{0 prove that the Canadian herring trade has beon protected
to our fishermen by the recent Act. As Istated before, New-
fouundland fish was inspected by the official inspectors of that
colony ; but as I mentioned in the speech last year, and also
two years ago, any man could get a commission as inspector
in Newfoundland—the captain of & vessel, the fisherman
himself, and, of course, when he inspected his own fish, he
marked them all No. 1. The fish came into Canada and wero
passed by the law of 1874. The new law was proclaimed
inthe month of June, 1883, and about 35,000 barrels of herring

- from Newfoundland came into Quebec and Montreal last

fall. Some were inspected, not all, and I will give the
House & statement of the result, I will begin with Quebec,
to which only one cargo came. Hore is the statement
given by the inspector himself :

¢ Statement relating to the inspection of Newfoundland herring -
au:l%%:t:c'l’ at Quebec, in 1883, by H. Grenier, Inspector of Fish and Oil, at
Only one lot was imported in that port by Mr. G. Pat-
terson. * All the barrels and baif ‘barrels were offieislly in.
spected in Newfoundiand and were all stamped as No. 1 her-
ring. The lot was composed of 1,226 barrels and 7§ balf
barrels, and the result of the inspection was the following : —

“ No No. 1 herring were found.

A
No 3. ! Rusty. ‘ Sour.

No 2. Total.
| | | ——
Brls. |3 Brls.| Brla. }'} Brls.| Brls. | 4 Brls.; Brla. |4 Brls.j -
840 l 45 163 ‘ 17 l 218 13 5 0 t 1,301

The inspector examined .the barrels in the same way as
he inspected Canadian herring, with the resuit 1 -have
described. A large lot camo to Montreal. The following
is the statement :—
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4¢ 34,383 barrels and 2,617 half barrels of herring were imported into
the Port of Montreal in 1883, all bearing the official inspection of
Newfpundland, and all stamped No. 1 herring. Of these 18,435 barrels
and 2,061 half barrels were inspected, and the following is the result:

M
No. 1. No. 2. No. 3. Rusty. Rotten. Empty. | Small.
|
. , ! | l i
B. [4B.| B. }B.l B. lQB.| B. {4B | B. |3 B.| B. {#B.| B. !}B

557 | 117 14912‘1695|1,572i 137 i456 l 40| 26 l 3 lxss lxs it I 51,

g

These facts, in my opinion, and in the opinion of the fisher-
men, prove that justice at last has been obtained at last for our
fishermen, Look at the state of affairs before this Act came
into operation this spring. Our fishermen supported the
National Policy, and they think many things are
very high. On the other hand, the Government must
give to all industries the protection they require. I
do not hide my opinion; I never did; I would mnot have
gone for protection alone, but I supported the National
Policy. Our fishermen, I say, have supported the National
Policy. The fishermen of Newfoundland have no National
Policy., The fiscal laws there are only to collect a revenue
sufficient for the Government needs, and consequently the
people can live cheaper than we dn, The Liberal Govern-
ment, in 1874,—and it was a Free Trade Government acting
according to their ideas—allowed Newfoundland fish to come
into the %ominion, not ouly without paying duty, but with-
out inspection ; and, of course, plenty of herring came in,
but it was Newfoundland herring. Our fishermen were
thereby placed in an unfair position, because the markot
was glutted with Newfoundland fish. But this year buyers
found the Newfoundland fish so bad, that they gave large
orders for Canadian herring, and several cargoes of Canso
herring, which is properly inspected, were imported into
Montreal. If a merchant wants No.1. or No. 2, he can order it,
and heissure of getting it now. This is the result of the Gov-
ernment measure. I approve of it,and the fishermen also ap-
prove of it, and I, and they, hope the Government will stick
to their policy. I know there are merchants, especially
commission merchants, who would like to see that law
revoked, because 8 commission merchant is essentially a
Free Trader. The more barrels of fish that pass through
his hands, the more money he makes; he does not care
much about our fishermen. I emphatically say that all
those who have studied this matter—and all the fishermen—
endorse the Government’s measure, and hope they will
stick o it. In making this request we do not ask much.
At the present time Newfoundland levies a pretty heavy
duty on flour and other products sent from Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick, and other parts of the Dominion. The only
product they can send here is fish. They say : “We allow
Canadian fish to come in Newfoundland duty free.”” But to
send fish there would be like sending coals to Newcastle. So
I'hope the Government will maintain the attitude they have
taken, and do something in other directions—to aid the
fishermen and give them means to live and properly
support their families in this country, Let me add these
few words. There is in no other part of the world a fishing
population so hardy #dnd patriotic as is the Maritime popu-
lation of Canada, and it is matter for regret that at the
present day many of them have to resort to the neighbour-
ing country to get their living. I regretto have to state
that such is the case, although so many do notgo as is repre-
sented. Let the Government not only protect the herring
Arade, but promote, in every possible way, the fishing in-
dustry, so as to furnish employment to our people.

Mr. EAULBACH. Th:efositioﬁ in which we in this
Dominion have been ‘placed in respect to the article of
pwkl:sd fish in packages coming from Newfoundland, has

been a source of serious dissatisfaction for some time to our
fishing industry, fishermen, and fish traders ; and it is very
desirable, in the interest of the Maritime Provinoces, that ail
Newfoundland pickled fish, imported into this Dominion,
should be subjected to the same laws and regulations as
respects our own catch—whether they had been inspected
previously in Newfoundland or otherwise ; or,in other words,
that they should undergo inspection. This is necessary,
otherwise the imperfect inspection of the imported article
would interfere materially with our own prices at home, and
when re-shipped and competing in a foreign market with
our own, would natuarally tend to very injuriously affect the
price of our fish, notwithstanding our own being & genvine
and botter article. Apart from the reasons thus advanced,
one would naturally ask what reasonable right have we to
admit their fish into our ports free of inspection, when they
tax us in the shape of duty upon every article of produce -
weo transmit to them from our shores, It will be remem-
bered that, under tho Mackenzie Government, pickled fish
was imported free of inspection and free of duty as well.
Whilst speaking of the inconveniences from the importa-
tion of uninspected pickled fish from Newfoundland, I would
ask this House if it would not be advisable to legislate also
on the article of dried fish imported into this Dominion from
that island, and have it subjected to an inspection as well;
my object being to limit or lessen the importation of the
article to our own ports, and thus to & certain extent pro-
tect the prices of our own in our home markets. Last year
Newfoundland exported largely to the port of Lunenburg—
a part of the constituency I have the honour to represent—
and which materially reduced the prices of the article in
our own market to the sacrifice of our poor fishermen. I
might say, whilst on my feet, that I made a request in the
last Session of the last Parliament, or the Session that I last
attended, for a fish bounty to the fishermen of the Maritime_
Provinces, And I made an appeal to-day that the sum for
distribution be increased. I feel satisfied that as the Gov-
ernment accorded me the request in the first instance when
I asked it, they will treat me similarly in this case, and thus
confer on the hard worked sons of toil, the fishermen, sab-
jected as they are to so many risks and privations, a right
as well as a benefit they so richly deserve.
Motion agreed to.

TREATISES ON AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY.

Mr. GIGAULT, (Translation) in moving for copies
of all *petitions to the Minister of Agriculture, pray-
ing that prizes be awarded for the best essays, treatises
or other literary works on agricultural industry and
mechanical arts, and that pam{)hlets and essays on agri-
cultural industry and mechanical arts be circulated among
the farmers and artisans, said: Mr. Speaker, it is an
acknowledged fact that the existence of our agricultural
schools has had a good deal to do with the improvement
of the art of agriculture in this country ; but, unfortunately,
ouly a very limited number of students are admitted to
these inostitutions. Could we not—ought we mnot to
generalize, to a larger extent, the study of the agricultural
seience ? Such is the question which I submit to the House,
and which, owing to its importance, I should like to have
discussed by others better able than I am to do it justice.
In 1876, the French Goverament ordered an investigation
to be made on the state and wants of agriculture. Infor-
mation was gathered in foreign countries, and it was found
that wherevor agricultural science had been diffused, agricul-
tural industry had progressed in proportion to the diffusion
of that science. In faet, it is to be remarked that all the
most enlizhtened Governments of Europe are trying to
propsgate this science. Thus, it is seen that in Germany
there are 158 agricultural academies and 55 experimental
farms. The managers of these farms distribute among the

farmers, reports of all the experiments made on such .
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Tn Austria, we find 69 agricultural schools; in France,
3 colleges ; in Scotland 43 agricaltural schools, This last-
named country is the most advanced in agriculture, and a
publicist rightly says that in the most humble college in
Scotland, yon will find a treatise on agriculture, and that
the Scotch farmer owes to the fact of his reading such
essays, the skill which he displays in his agricultural
pursuit. In the United States there are to be found 32
agricultural colleges besides several model farms. In 1862,
the American Congress, which occupies a position somewhat
similar to that of the Federal Government in Canada, passed
a Bill granting about 9,000,000 acres of land to thedifferent
States in the Union, on condition that each State should
establish a mechanical or an agricultural college. As every-
body knows, a board has been established in Washington to
gather every information and take cognizance of every new
discovery relating to agriculture. In Massachusetts a
similar board exists, and it is so with several other States
in the Union ; and the French Consul in his report, made in
1867, to the agricultaral investigation held in
France, said that the diffusion of agricultural science in
the United States had had a great deal to do with the
improvement and increase of the agricultural production
in the United States; and he remarked that this increase
in the agricultural production was felt, not only in the
western States, but also in the eastern States, where
farming has been going on for many long years. Could
not the Federal Government lend a helping hand to the
Local Governments to propagate agricultural knowledge ?
I do not wish-to say that agriculture has made no progress
in this country; in fact, if I ventured to make such an
asgertion, statistics and facts would contradict me. Our
agriculture has been enriched by the cheese industry, which
has wrought a very happy transformation in our mode of
culfure. In fact, in 1867, we only exported cheese to the
amount of $193,554; in 1871, our export of this commodity
amounted to $1,109,906 and in 1881 it amounted to
$5,510,443. Now if we examine our exportation of farm
produce we find also that the increase of the agricultural
production has been a great deal more rapid than the in-
crease of the population and of the aereage of farms im-
proved and tilled in the country. In 1871 our exportation
of farm produce only amounted to $22,436,071; in 1881,
ten years later, it amounted to $42,628,546, I1f we refer
to the census which was taken in 1871 and 1881, we
find that the total number of acres of improved land in
Canada was, in 1871, 17,336,288 acres, and in 1881,
21,899,181 acres, or an increase of a little more'than one-
fourth, while our agricultuzal production has more than
doubled during that period of ten years. Our Local Govern-
ments have done & good deal towards the improvement of
agriculture by circulating agricultural newspapers and also
by giving subsidies to schools ; but, owing to their limited
pecuniary means, I think that they have not done all that
could have been done to promote to a larger extent the im-
provement of agriculture, I think that our Federal Govern-
ment might do well to imitate the American Congress and
to annex a Board of Agriculture to the Department of
Agriculture. The direction of that Bokrd might be put into
the hands of our best agriculturalists, who would gather the
information and distribute reports giving the new inven-
tions and all information, generally, considered by them as
useful to promote greater improvement in the system of
culture heretofore followed in the country. Far from me
the idea of pretending, Mr. Speaker, that theory alone will
make good farmers, Ieay that kill in agriculture, as in any
other calling, lies in a combination of practice and theory.
I know that a theorist, having no knowledge or practice,
is greatly inferior to & practitioner without theory. But on
the other hand, it seems to me that the Government, by put-
ting at the disposal of our farmers all the resources of
modern science, would furnish to the farming community
M, GI1GAULT,

the means of giving back to the soil, exhausted as it often is,
the elements of fertility of which it has been deprived by a
production often too active, or by exhausting crops. It
has been proved, Mr. Speaker, that often, and I may say
always, the fate of the merchant or of the manufacturer is
intimately connected with the success or reverses of the
farming community. The crops have hardly sprouted from
the ground, when both the merchant and manunfacturer are
figuring on the prospect of the yield ; and according to the
appearance of the crop, according to the hopes of the far-
mer, the merchant regulates his importations, and the
manufacturer the production of his manufacture. Thus it
is shown, that the interests of agriculture are the first of
social interests. Thus it is clearly proved that agriculturo
is the basis of public prosperity, and when we find that
to be the case, it seems to me that we ought not to be afraid
to sacrifice something in order to improve the condition of
those who till the land. The present Government has cer-
tainly done much for agriculture by favouring the construc-
tion of railways. By sodoing, they have given to farmers
great facilities for the sale of their products. They have,
moreover, encouraged agriculture by the fostering of -ounr
industries, and by so doing they have given to the farming
community & greater number of buyers and consumers; but
it seems to me that they might crown this very patriotic
policy by encouraging, in a larger measure, the diffusion of
agricultural science. While discussing this question, let us
not forget that four-fifths of our population belong to the
farming class; that our agricultural resources are immense,
and that to be developed they only want strong arms and
intelligent labour to largely increase our public wealth. Mr.
Speaker, the idea to which I now give expression is not a
new one; it is contained in several of our Statutes authoriz-
ing agricultural societies, boards of art and boards of trade,
to circnlate and distribute books and essays on the agricul-
tural and mechanical arts ; but, unfortunately, owing to the
want of means, it has been impossible to give effect to the
provisions of those Statutes, I hope that the Federal
Government, with the mighty resources at its disposal, will
find the means to propagate the agricultural knowledge of
which our farmers are in such great necd, to increase the
fertility of our soil.

Mr. LANDRY (Translation). Mr. Speaker, the state-
ment just made by the hon. member for Rouville (Mr.
Gigault) makes it unnecessary for me to enter into the dotails
of the question. However, 1 feel that it is my duty to say a
few words in sapport of his speech, and to ask, on behalf
of the farming community, that the Government may be
pleased to direct some of their energy towards the progress
of agriculture in Canada. Each yearthe Government prints
a large number of pamphlets. We, the representatives of
the peopie, receive a certain number of these to distribute
among our constituents, and I think we might will-
ingly dispense with some of these pamphlets, whose place
might be taken by other works on agriculture and the
mechanical arts. I am satisfied that these pamphlets would
be received with much more satisfaction by our farmers
than the reports on explorations or trips made in the North-
West. I remember that not very long ago we had the
report of the Scotch delegates who, at the request of the
hon. Minister of Agriculture, visited the prairies of the
North-West, These delegates have certainly done their
duty, and they have made, on the incidents of their journey,
a report as accurate as could be. Bat I have observed, not
without wonder, that they had commenced their observa-
tions on the border of the Provinze of Quebec; they have
not found it in their power tosay one word in favour of this
Province. To make up for this, they have praised up,
erhaps beyond measure, Manitoba and jthe prairies of the
orth-West. I have seen one of these documents, the
shrewd writer of which had discovered that in our rural
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distriots, charches were larger than houses. Whether up
to this day he has been able to find out for what reason, I have
not yet learned ; and while travelling in oue of our country
places he was very much surprised to find that there were
still some stumps in the ground—at first sight he took them
for natives of the place. Perhaps we do not desorve such a
high compliment, but, at all events, this betokens the depth
of his observations. 1 think that documents of this sort
might well be left aside, and that our farmers would find
much more benefit by receiving works on mechanics and the
various agricultural industries. From this point of view,
1 think that the Government should grant the
motion just male by my hon. friend. While
we are discussing this matter, there is another ques-
tion which I will submit to the Government. A few years
ago professors of agriculture were appointed for Manitoba
and tho North-West. In the appointment of these profes-
sors an important element has been forgotten altogether,
and the farmers of our nationality, who do not understand
the langnage of Shakespeare, should have had some reason
to ask, for themselves at least, the appointment as a profos-
sor of some one able to express himself in the language of
Bossuet and of Racine. I have no doubt that the Govern-
ment, now that they are aware of such a want in this pro-
fossional staff, will, with their usual impartiality and the
good will which they have always shown, give to the
French element of Manitoba and the North-West, the con-
+ileration to which it is entitled.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN (Translation). In answer to
the hon. member for Rouville (Mr. Gigault) I beg to say, on
behalf of my colleague, the hon.Minister of Agriculture, that
if there are in this Department any petitions of the nature of
those mentioned in the motion just made, such petitions will
be laid before the House ; but he is under the impression that
thero are none. As to the remarks made by the hon. member
for Rouville and by the hon. member for Montmagny (Mr.
Landry), I beg to state also, on behalf of my colleague,
that he concurs fully in the idea of ecirculating documents,
treatises, or essays on agriculture and the mechanical arts,
Quite often such treatises are not within the reach of our
population and have not the practical bearing which these
hon. members would wish to find in them ; but the inten-
tion of the Government is certainly to act in the way these
hon. gentlemen have just pointed out, As to the documents
sent into Manitoba and the North-West, or in other parts of
Canada where tho Brench language is used, it is the inten-
tion of the hon: Minister of Agriculture that these people
should roceive thercin the language with whicg they
are most familiar, to wit, the French language; and I am
convinced that it will be sufficient to draw his attention to
the matter to cause him to avail himself of the first oppor-
tunity to comply with the desires of the hon. member
who made this motion. -

Motion agreed to.

THE EXCHANGE BANK OF CANADA.

_ Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT moved for a statement,
in detail, of the account of the Government of Canada with
the Exchange Bank of Canada, showing the various sums
deposited by Government with, and withdrawn from the
baok, with ‘the dates of such deposits and withdrawals,
and thq amounts and dates of all payments of interest
thereon, and the present state of the account, with a
statement of the terms on which such deposits were made,
and all correspondence, telegraphs, Orders in Council,
bonds or other securities relative to any such deposits or
withdrawals. He said : Before this motion is put, I desire
to say a few words. _I'do not propose to enter into any
discussion of the position of the affairs of that unfortunate
bank, partly because the matter is now before the courts,
and partly also because I dare say that if even a portion of
the information I have received be correct, the attention

of the Government may not improbably be directed to the
state of the present law, and they may find it necessary to
give some further security to the public in connection with
banks. That, of course, is for the cousideration of the
Government themselves ; but with regard to the Exchange
Bank, I may say that it had a record which certainly
called for considerable caution on the part of the Govern-
ment in making additional deposits with it. I do not know
how those deposits were secured—that we shall hegr
presently ; but there is one point on which, I think, some in-
formation might be properly asked now and given by the hon.
Minister of Finance ; that is, with-regard to the statement
made—with respect to which some official explanation, or
apology, or whatever it may be called, was offered
apparently on behalf of the hon. gentleman—that a fur-
ther advance was made to that bank, and that a bond for
a large amount was taken from the gentlemen connected
with it to secure that advance. I need hardly say that
that is a very unusual proceeding, and one which is, 1
think, to be regretted—a proceeding which might lead to
various complications, both local and otherwise; and in
any case, I cannot suppose, that the hon. Minister of Finance
wants to add to his other duties that of deciding upon the
personal solvency of gentlemon who come to ask . for
advances to banks. I should be glad if the hon. Minister
would, on the present occasion, put tho country into pos-
session of some of the facts in relation to this matter ; at
any rate, so far as the advance made on this particular
bond is concerned. The minor details can, of course,
be had later, and, if necessary, some action may then be
taken.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. 1 think it would be more
convenient to have this subject discussed, if a discussion is
copsidered desirable, after tho papers are laid on the Table
of the ITouse, because those papers will contain a report of
the matter, which I do not wish unintentionally to misre-

resent. I may state, however, that the bank was in
difficulty—there was, I think, an anticipation of something
of the kind before Parliament rose last year—and a very
considerable pressure was brought upon the bank and a
corsiderable amount of money withdrawn. The bank
applied to the Government, and the Government, after con-
sulting the Deputy Minister of Fisance, and looking into the
matter, thought it safe, and in the interest of the public, to
advance $200,000 to the bank at 5 per cent. interest, and on
conditions similar to those on which advances were made to
the Ontariv Bank two years ago, and the Consolidated Bank.
Some time elapsed, and it was found that the run continued,
and it was doubtful if the $200,000 would carry them
through. They made application to the Government for
another $100,000, offering personal security in addition
to the stcurity that would be hold under the
Banking Act; and after considering the matter
the Government accepted that additional security for
the advance of another $100,000. A call was made for
$100,000 of the $300,000 before the bank suspended. A
second call was made, but before the day expired on which
that call was made 1he bank suspended, or closed its doors.
But I say nothing further until all the papers are laid before
the House,

Mr. BLAKE. I presume, after the hon. gentleman’s
statement, that he will take care that the papers are laid
on the Table of the House at a very early day.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. Very early.

Motion agreed to.

THE STEAMER PRINCESS LOUISE.

Mr. WELDOX, in moving for copy of contract and s}mc’iﬁ-
cations entered into by the Government with Jotham O’Brien
for the building of the steamer Princess Louise; statement
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of all amounts paid on account of the building of the said
vessel ; copies of all orders and instructions relating to the
towage of the said steamer from Maccan to Halitax, and
- also any contracts, correspondence or do¢uments in refer-
ence to the procuring and building of engines for the said
steamer, said: Before this motion passes, I wish to say
a few words regarding this vessel and the manmner in
which it was towed inlo the harbour of Halifax; and
I think it is a matler which requires investigation.
By a return laid on the Table of the House, last year, it ap-
pears tenders were invited for the construction of the hull,
spars and rigging of a vessel of 500 tons, for the use of the
partment of Marine and Fisheries. A number of tenders,
varying in amount from $ 25,000 the lowest, to $72,000 the
highest, were submitted. The lowest tenderer failed, and the
contract was subsequently awarded to Mr. O’Brien of Mac-
can, for the sum of $29,000. At the time the return was
laid on the Table, the contract was not signed, owing to the
iliness of the contractor, although the work was in
progress. Whether it has since been signed, the hon. Min-
ister can inform the House. So far as Mr. O’Brien is con-
cerned, he is known as a ship builder of considerable ex-
perience, who has built some of the largest ships that have
sailed out of the Bay of Fundy. The vessel was launched,
I think, on the 30th November, and a tug boat, the Hercules,
was gent from St. John for the purpose of towing her
down the river to meet the Newfield, which took herin tow
on the morning of Sunday, the 2nd December, to bring her
to Halifax from Maccan, a distance of 300 miles at least,
along a rocky and dangerous coast, and at the worst sehson
of the year. In the afternoon a gale sprung up, and the
result was that close at Digby, within sight of the light and
within a few miles of the entrance to Annapolis Basin, the
hawser parted on account of inferior equipment, and the
vessel was cast on the rocks. Not only was she entirely
dashed to pioces, but the meluncholy loss of eight lives was
added. I venture to say that no owner of a vessel in Nova
Scotia, or New Brunswick, would have risked bringing a ship
in tow in that condition from Maccan to Halifax at that
season of the year when that coast is exposed to severe
and violent gales, nor would any underwriter have
been willing to take such a risk except at an enormous
premium. That the vessel was not properly equipped for
the voyage, we have the statement of the captain of the
Newfield made before the Board of Enquiry. One of her
anchors was unshackled, of course, for the purpose of
enabling the hawser to be used, but when the port anchor
was attempted to be used it was found also to be unshackled.
The crew were unable to bend the sails, and when they
attempted to get up the jib and a maintrysail, it was too
late, a8 the vessel rad already gone on the rocks. What
makes this want of proper equipment more extraordinary
is the fact that nearly opposite Maccan is the port of St.
John, where the vessel could have been properly fitted out
with all facilitios, as well as in Halifax, and then have pro-
ceeded to England for her engines if necessary; and even so
far as the engines were concerned they could have been ob-
tained at the port of St. John as well. I admit that with
regard to engines for ocean service, England stands un-
equalled but as regards engines for the working service con-
nected with our bays, I think our makers compare favourably
with the English makers. I need only mention Fleming &
Sons, of St. John, and Barrill & Johnson, of Yarmouth,
N. 8., both of whom are now building engines for vessels
employed on the same waters in which this one was intended
to be employed. With regard to the equipment of this vessel,

Capt. Guilford’s statement is this:
4 She ought to bave been better prepared for the voyage before she

left Oumberland Basin. Her bow anchurs should have been shackled
and her sails bent.”

Again, in violation of the law she was sent out withcut pro-
per side lights, and burning a bright light which the captain
Mr. WeLDON, ,

had caused to be put up in direct violation of the Statutes.
She was also sent out on a dangerous nnnecessary course of
navigation, without being properly equipped, although the
voyage was one which required that the vessel should be
thoroughlyequipped. The consequence was that when the
hawser broke the crew were helpless. I hope the Govern-
ment will tako steps to ascertain without delay the causes
whereby not only loss of property, but also loss of life, was
occasioned.

Mr. McLELAN. All the papers in connection with
the matter will be brought down. The hon. gentleman has
referred to the contract, and to the delay that occurred last
year in signing it. Subsequently it was signed, and it wus
carried out in & manner that elicited the commendation of
the inspector who reported she was the best vessel that had
been constructed in the Maritime Provinces, The latter
part of the hon. gentleman’s remarks refers more par-
ticularly to the next quéstion that he has on the paper,
respecting the unfortunate loss of that vessel. When all
the papers are brought down the hon. gentleman, and this
House, will be in a better position to understand and discuss
this question. Owing to the melancholy loss of Capt.
Brown, in whose charge the vessel was at the time, there
are many questions put by the hon. gentleman that cannot
be very well answered. The vessel was placed in charge
of Capt. Brown, The Minister of the Department had
every confidence in his skill and experience, and relied on
his seeing that the vessel was equipped in such a manner
as to be, to all appearances, safe. The captain’s attention
was called on the day of the launch to the fact that the
chains coming on board had not been coupled together, but
he replied that he supposed the operation of the windlass
was quite sufficient to check it when he desired. The
windlass did not work as expected, and the chain went out
and was lost. I believe the whole equipment of the vessel
was on board, and a few hours work would have bent the
sails and placed her in a position to be managed by sails.
Why the sails were not bent I am unable to say, and, owing
to the sad loss of Capt. Brown, we cannot ascertain why
he did not attend to this before starting. The hon. gentlo-
man hags referred to the fact that we have good mechanics
in this country, and he asked why we could not have
got the engines built here instead of in Glasgow.
The hon. gentleman has stated that Great Britain is
unrivalled in the construction of, marine engines, and
it was because we desired to have engines that were
perfect, that were built by manufacturers who stand
unrivalled in that work, that we decided to have these built
at Glasgow; and we found that we should have less exponse
to send the vessel there to bave them put in than to pay the
freight that was demanded by shippers, the owners of
steamships or sailing vossels, to have them brought to this
country and placed in here. It was for the purpose of -
having the best possible engines -that could be placed on
board of her, and to have it done more economically, that
she was sent over. The original intention was to have the
engines brought tothis country and put in here; bat, owing
to a failure on the psrt of the contractors to have them
completed within the time agreed upon, it was decided
to send the vessel over there, and this made it
that period to which the hon. gentleman referred as a late
period in the season. It was unfortunate that the work
was delayed so long that it became late in the season and
the stormy season of the year, but the whole matter was en-
trusted to Capts. Gilbert and Brown, men of long experi-
ence, and they were consulted upon this matter before any
action was decided upon. Consultation was held with these
%entlemen, who were the most experienced officers of the

epartment, who had had experience both in sailing vessels
and steam vessels, and upon their advice the course was
decided upon of towing the vessel to Halifax in order to
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sail to Glasgow to have the engines put in there. It was
represented that tho Newfield, at the close of her season’s
work, before laying up, could call for the vessel, and it was
expected that she would call at St. John for the vessel at
the close of her season’s work and take her {o Halifax ;
and there the mew vessel could watch an oppor-
tunity for favourable weather to get clear of the
land  and gail for Glasgow. It was upon the advice
of these gentlemen, who bad long experience in
matters of 1his kind, that the course was adopted which
unfortunately resulted in the loss of the vessel and of the
lives of most of those on board. The papers connected
with this matter will be brought down at a very early day,
and then the hon. gentleman will be in a position to discuss
it more fully and with a better understanding of the case
than can be done at present.
Motion agreed to.

LOCATION OF THE NORTII-WEST CAPITAL
* REGINA.

Mr. CAMERON (Huron). Mr. Speaker, there was a
motion made during last Session of Parliament, by my hon.
triend from West Elgin (Mr. Casey), asking for some of
the correspondence and information referred to in the
motion I propose submitting to you. That correspondence
hasg not been brought down, although it was moved for at
a very early period of the Session ; and those of us who take
some little interest in the North-West, and especially in the
Regina region, were very anxious to sce the correspondence
that was moved for, and understand exactly the terms
upon which the town of Regina was put in the market in
the latter part of 1882. The hon. gentleman will recollect
that some discussion took place upon this subject during the
last Session of Parliament, and the bon, leader of the House,
in his reply to the hon. member for West Eigin, if my recol-
lection serves me aright, stated that the land was the
joint property of the Government, the Canadian Pacific
Railway Company,” and the North-West Land Company,
and that it was put in the market for the joint benefit ot
the three parties to whom I refer. My hon. friend com-
plained of the mode in which the town of Regina was put
upon the market, that it was put there by a lottery. The
hon. First Minister repudiated all responsibility in connection
with the mode in which the town site was put upon
the market—that is, as to the Ilottery part of
it. Now, I know that, however it may have
been put upon the market, or by whose authority
it was so put upon the market, it was put upon the market,
and people were induced to buy upon certain representa-
tions made by the agents of the owners of the property, that
is, the agents of the Government, the Canadian Pacific
Railway Company, and of the North-West Land Company.
Those representations were made at the time of the sale ; they
were made both before and after and at the time the land
was sold by this lottery process and otherwise. One of
the representations was that Regina was to be the future
capital of the Province of Assiniboia ; another representa-
tion was that it' was to be a divisional terminus of the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway ; another representation was that the
North-West Mounted Police barracks would be stationed at
Regina, Thesc representations were clearly and distinctly
made, and made with a view of inducing persons to purchase
property there. 1 do not complain that the representations
were not made in good faith at the time. Possibly they
were made by the agents in good faith; but whether they
had authority for making those representations or not
from the Government here is one of the points
1 just wish to know, and I desire to know by the motion
Which was made during last Session of Parliament. Now,
it is quite clear that the Canadian Pacific Railway Company
h.a.ve not xgade .Regina‘a divigsional terminus. The divi-
sional terminus is at Moose Jaw, forty-five miles west of the

AT

town of Regina. It is quite manifest that, to a purchaser of
property at Regina, it would be of the first possible conse-

quence to have the railway company interested in the
town of Regina, to have it a divisional terminus, with build-
ings and repair shops, and things of that kind there. Now,

there is nothing of that kind. The large buildings—and
they are large and valuable buildings—erected by the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company are erected at Moose

Jaw, and there is nothing at Regina except a small
country station. It is equally clear, Sir, that the

North-West Mounted Police barracks are not at Regina;
thoy are two and a half miles from the limils of the

city of Regina. The Governor’s residence is a mile from
the city of Rogina, and the North-West Council fully & mile
from the city of Regina. Now, upon the representation
that the divisional terminus would be at Regina, that the
North-West Mounted Police barracks would be at Regina,
the Governor’s residence there, and the North-West Council
there,.these people were induced to purchage-—so they say.
I have in my hand a petition signed by nearly every pur-
chaser of town lots living in the city of Regina, all making
that representation, that they were so induced to buy, and but
for those representations they would not have purchased, and
those representations have not been carried out. Now, I
am not complaining of the Governmeont in this respect. 1
do not know how far they are responsible, or are not ros-
ponsible, for the matter; I do not know how fur they have
control over the location of the terminus. 1 know nothing
about that, therefore I make no complaint against the Gov-
ernment on that head. I simply state the facts as they are
represented to me by the purchasers of lots at Regina, and
I state their ground of complaint. As to theerection of the
barracks for the Mounted Police there, I presume that was
under the control of the Government, and if so, aud if the
representations to which I have alluded have been made by
the authority of the Government, then these representations
have not been carried out, and these people have not been
dealt with in good faith. Now, we can easily understand
the importance to the people there of some expression of
opinion on the part of the Governmont, at all events, asto the
course the syndicate, or the joint owners of the property
take with respect to the completion of the contracts
of purchase. They say they have been dealt with in
bad faith, they repudiate the sales that were made,
and there were large sales made, involving considerable sums
of money. They repudiate those sales altogether, and thoy
ask the Government to deal with them in a geuerous and in a
liberal spirit. They ask this syndicate, the joint owners
of this property, not to compel them to pay for land that
they purchased under certain representations, which repre-
sentations have not been carried out, I ask for the papers
that have been referred to hers, in order that we may be
able to understand the whole matter from beginniag to
end. If the Government have arrived at any conclusion on
the matter, I shall be glad to hear it. If they have arrived
at any definite conclusion I am guite sure the people in the
neighbourhood of Iiegina will be glad to hesr it, because the
action of the Government, and the action of the railway
company in not carrying out those representations, have
very seriously retarded the progress and injured tho
prosperity of that place. We can easily understand that if
a man goos up there to locate himself, under the belief that
Regina was to be a divisional terminus and that
the North-West barracks would be established there, aund
he finds it two and a half miles from the town, and the
torminus at Moose Jaw, ot course he is disappointed. A
blacksmith, or a carpenter, goes there on the strength of t.bo
representations that the divisional terminus of the Canadian
Pacific Railway is to be established there, and he finds that

terminus forty-five miles west of Regina, he is not likely to

settle at Regina. Now, it is unfortunate that the repre-

sentations should have been made, if they were not In-
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tended to be carried out—it is unfortunate they should have
been made at all. I know, as a matter of fact, that people did
purchase there, solely on the faith of those representations,
and one can easily understand how great an attraction to
any place would be the establishment of a Capital, like that
of the Province of Assiniboia, where the divisional terminus
of the Canadian Pacific Railway would also be, as well as
the North-West Mounted Police barracks, the Governor’s
residence, and that of the North-West Council. Now,these
are all gone, and the people therc feel very much disap-
pointed, grieviously disappointed, and they trust that, in
some way, relief will be given to those who invested their
money on the strength of those representations. In moving
for these papers, I hope the Minister who has charge of this
Department will see that the returns moved for last Session
are brought down, as woll as tho papers 1 now ask for,
1, therefore, move for :

Copies of all Orders-in-Council. respecting the location of the Seat of
Government tor the North-West Territories at Regina

Copies of correspondence having reference to the selection of Regina
as the Oapital of the said Territories.

Copies of all correspondence between the Canadian Pac'fic Railway
Company, the North-West Land Company, or the Agents of the said
Companies and the Government respecting the said Town Site.

Copies of any agreement or agreements between the said Companies
or either of them and the Government respecting the sale of lots in said
town, showing the interest each of enid parties tosaid agreements had
tkerein; the conditions on which the Goversment agreed to the said
selection ; the terms on which the lots in said town were to be sold.
Also, & Return showing the number of lots sold, the aggregate price, the
amount paid, the amount unpaid, the Agent acting for the Government
in effecting sales, the instructions to such Agent, his reports; all eor-
respondence from apy of the parties aforesaid during the year 1883; all
complaints or remonstrances regpecting the violation of the conditigns
on which said lots were sold. .

Sir JOIIN A. MACDONALD. I am sorry the papers
were not brought down last Session. 1do not really koow
now why they were not. There was a great amount of
work thrown upon the Department in the way of making
the returns that were so largely moved for last Session, and
were 80 very generally granted. I shall see that the papers
are brought down at once. I stated generally last Session
that an arrangement was made between the Canadian Paci-
fic Railway Company and the Government that they should
have a joint interest in it. The Canadian Pacific Railway
Company being a commercial company, and of cpurse, it
being their interest to got as large a sum of money for the
lots in the city as possible, the Government thought that
they might well be appointed instead of an o:dinary Gov-
ernment Land Agent, to lay out the town sites, in a joint
interest, the expenses being in common, and the net pro-
ceeds being divided. Of course, I cannot speak as to the
representations made at the sales on the spot, but after the
statoment made by the hon, gentleman I shall feel it my
duty to ecall apon the Canadian Pacific Railway to
get a statement from their agent as to what representa-
tions were made by themselves, by their agents, or by any
official,or anyone that may have been employed in the matter.
So far as the Government is concerned, the only understand-
ing which was entered into and the only statement made
was that the town of Regina should be the capital of
Assiniboia and of the North-West until, in process of time,
that country was divided into different Provincer, each of
which would, of course, have its own capital. That was one
statement or promise, and that has been carricd out. The
seat of Government is at Regina ; the Lieatenant Governor
is at Regina. I understand the hon. gentleman says that
persons complain—he does not make the complaint him-
self—that the Lieutenant Governor’s residence is in the
environs, in the vicinity of Regina, and is not situated
within the town plot or the locality which is at present
laid out into town lots. Bat that complaint will not hold
water for a moment. The residence is in the immediate
vicinity of Regina, and Regina is made the capital. I
do not think there was any breach of the pledge

Mr. Caxeron (Huron).

made by the Government of the day and by Par-
liament when Her Majesty selected Otlawa to be the
seat of Government for the Dominion, because the
Governor General’s residence is at New Edinburgh, not in
the city of Ottawa., And the same remurk applies to Regina.
It is convenient that the Lieutenant Governor’s house should
not be in the commercial part of the town, but should have
some ground attached to it ; and I suppose that the Gover-
nor’s house with its grounds well laid oat, will prove a sub-
stantial ornament and advantage to Regina. So with respect
to the Mounted Police. It was stated that whenever the
railway should be built, the Mounted Police, instead of being
stationed in small detachments all over the country, should
havo their hoadquarters at Regina. And that has been
carried out, The largest body assembled at one place is
assembled at the Regina barracks. Theseare not within the
town site, because it was found necessary for the efficiency of
the forco that there should be a very considerable tract of
land about the barracks. The barracks are on the line of the
railway, and all the promises made by the Government in
this regard have been carried out. As regards repre-
sentations that have been made and correspondence
between the Canadian Pacific Railway and the Government,
and representatiors made by any officer of the company,
these constitute an important matter. I will see that the
papers are brought down without any delay, and then the
hon, gentleman will have an opportunity of dizcussing with
myself and in the Hoase, the whole subject to which his
motion refers.

Motion agreed to.

IMPORTATIONS OF WILIEAT AND FLOUR.

Mr. PATERSON (Brant)., I thiank the Iouse should
have information at a very early date with regard to the
quantity of wheat ani flour that has been imported into
and exported from the various Provinces of the Dominion,
Judging from a remark made by the Minister of Cuastoms
the other day, I thought that a motion asking for this infor-
mation up to December 31st, might involve a little delay,
as the returns might not have besn received from all the
Provinces. I have, therefore, prepared two motions on the
subject, in the hope that the return asked for in the first
motion may be given to the lHouse immediately and the
other as soon as practicable, I beg to move for a return
showing the quantity cf wheat and flour imported into and
exported from the various Provinces of the Dominion,

"during the fire months ending 30th November, 1833.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. PATERSON (Brant). I fuarther beg to move for a
return showing the quantity of, wheat and flour and corn
and cornmeal imported into and exported from the various
Provinces of the Dominion, during the month of December,
1883.

Motion agreed to.

DRAWBACKS ON GOODS MANUFACTURED FOR
EXPORT.

Mr, PATERSON (Brant). I have had occasion at differ-
ent times to make a motion similar to the one I am about
to place in your hands, Mr. Speaker. 1 make this motion
for a two-fold reason. In the first place, I desire that this
return may be a continuous one, and I move it, therefore,
from the date when the last one was presented to the
House till now. In the second place, I move it for the gur-
pose of bringing before the notice of the Minister of Cus-
toms a fault of which I think he has been gnilty, with a
view to its being remedied, though I certainly thought it
would not have been neceseary to have brought this subject
again before the House. The hon. Minister must ba aware
from the returns placed in our hands for the past year, that
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the exports of our manufactured g>ods have deereased ; that
they have never since he has been in the position he now
occupies reached the extent they did in 1878. I have
pointed out repeatedly that our mauwufacturers have
been hampared by additional duties being placed
upon their raw material, which have enhanced
the cost of the manaficturel article, and that
to compete successfully in the markets of the worll with
goods, the prices of which were so enhanced, becomes a very
difficalt matter. I have also poiatel out that our manufac-
turers have to compete in foreign markets with maunfac-
turers who are aided in their effrts by Consuls representing
the nations to which they helong, an advantage that only
those engaged in promoting a foreign trade can understand.
1 think it is too bad when our manufacturers are under the
disadvantage of not having the assistance of a Consul of our
own to take them by the hand as the Consuls do the manu-
factorers of other nations, and in addition to that, when our
manufacturers are harassed in the importation of goods
entering into the manufacture of articles to be exported,
that the relicf promised them by the Customs Department
by way of drawback of the duly upon the articles so entering
into the manufacture, has not been given them. Last Session
I found that the Minister had varied the regulations with re-
spect to affidavits which had to be made in favour of certain
parties, and I pointed out a remarkable coincidence in the
case of those parties, and I asked him—I did not charge
him with having done aunythinz wrong, for I thought his
concession in their case was a right one—to exterd those
concessions to all other manufacturers, and I thought I had
his promise that the regutations would be so altered. I am
informed that this has not been done, at all evonts with regard
to all manufacturers, and I call his attention to it now in
order that, if he has been so much occupied with other
matters in his Department that he has been unable to
attend to this particular item, which is one of considerable
importance, he may find time ere long to remedy it. 1
beg to move for a return of all claims presented for draw-
backs on goods manufactured for export (oot included in
the last return made to this House), showing the namoes of
all applicants, their place of business, the articles on which
the drawback was claimed, and the amount of each. claim,
distinguishing botween the claims which have been allowed
and thoso which have been disallowed, and those under
consideration and not yet decided, and giving the reason
for such disallowance : also copies of all regulations made
by the Dapartment with referencs to such cliims, together
with a copy of one allowed claim and the sworn declaration
thereto of each exporter.

Mr. BOWELL. There is no objection to bringing down all
the information for which the hon. gentleman asks, The
House is now tolerably well verfed, I think, in the complaints
which have made at varjous times by the hoo. gentleman
who has'made thie motion. We have heard it in the same
language, I think, some seven or eight times, and I have
no doubt we shall have it repeated again once or twice
before the Session closes. I am quite aware that he pointed
out, or attempted to point out, that the exportation of
certain manufactures had not been increased since the
imposition of the present duties, which have beon levied
under what is better known as the National Policy. I
thought I answored that question tolerably well on a
previous occasion, when I pointed out the large outlot which
had been provided for cortain manufactares of the older Pro-
vinces in the North-West Territories and Manitoba, and also
by means of the great interprovincial trade which his bsea
created and worked up between the diffsrent Provinces ;
that though my hon. friend did not deny that tho
manufacturers were all busily engaged and hai been so for
the last three or ‘four years the output of each of these
manufacturers was greater than on previous occasions;

and that the reason their goads had not been exported to
the foreign market was the fact of a greater market
existing within our own borders. I pninted out that wo
had in fact created a home market by this interprovincial
trade, anl uli> by the fact of keeping out to a eertain
extent those manufactures which otherwise would have been
brought into the country. At thattime 1 gave the figures
as they then presented themselves to me, and had I
supposed that the question was abonut to be muoted again,
I think the statements which could bs laid before the Houve
would show that the trade bas marvellously increased the last
two or three years. I donotknow what the hon. gentleman
means when he speaks of the harassing of the importers
in the importation of the raw material which enters into
the various manufactares made in this country. I havo
simply to say that every case that has been brought under
the notice of the Department, and under my owa in par-
ticular, in which the manufacturers or the importers coasi-
dered themselves aggrieved, has reccived my personal
attention, not only by communication with them by the
D:partment, but where they were of & very serious charac-
ter, [ have gone to the localities personally, and I have
never yeot failed to satisfy the people that the action of the
Department has been under the law, and that whatever has.
been done has been done in the interest solely of the honest
importer. I do not pretend to say—it would be absurd to
suppose—that in working out a complex Tariff like ours,
and with so many ports as there are in this Dominion,
we could have perfect uniformity where we havé so
many collectors whn take differont views of even common
orders that may be issued, which to an ordinary man
one woul | suppoase woull bo porfuctly plain. I do not pre-
tenl or expect that the Department or its officers will ever
arrive at that state of perfection in which they can issue
orders which will be thorougbly understood by every one of
the officers who have to put the law in force. With regard
to the remark made by the hon. gentleman in reference to
the vavied affilavits, I have simply to make this statément,
that every claim for drawbacks has been judged upon its
own merits, and just as far as the law would permit the De.
partment, just so far have they gone in order to encourage
to the fullest extent the exportation of every conceivably
kind of articlo manufactured in this country. I do notknow
to' what particular case the hon. gentleman refers"at the
present time, but I do say that no manufactorer has mado
application for a drawback, or for information which might
lead him to increase his manufactures or to wmako
contracts for the foreign market, to whose caso
my attention has not been given, and in which
[ have not put the most Liberal possible construction
upon the law as it formerly existed and as it now
exists, If there are any cases which my hon. friend hasin
his mind’s eye, or of which he has any knowledge, in which
this has not been doune, I should be glad, on the part of the
Government, 10 have my attention called to them. Tho hon.
member is altugethor mistaken when he says I havo not
given personal attention to all these matters. I do not
hestitate to say that in every case in which these drawbacks
have baen asked for, or in which any diffi ;ulty has arisen
between the manufaciurers and the officers of my Depart-
ment, my attention has been called to it, aad L havo
investigated and real all the papers connected with it. I
have yot to learn of any case that has not had the attention,
not only of myself, but of the officers of the Department. I
say farther that the Fapers willsbow that even in the case to
which the hon. gentleman referred daring last Session, if he
had not interrupted me in the maoner he did, I would have
shown that letters were sent to that particular manafactarer;
asking him to amend his claims and the Department would
meet his case so far as the law would permit, and that no
answer was ever made to that reguest. Yet the hon, gen-
tleman having this particular case in his mind's eye at all
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times—for it seems to haunt him on every occasion he ad-
dresses the House on this question—did not allow me to
proceed to place him and the House in possession of these
facts. Nor has that manufacturer yet made any applica-
tion to amond the demands he had made, and which I have
repeatedly pointed out could not be acceded to in the man-
ner in which they were made. I can assure the hon. gen-
tleman that no change has been made which would be
detrimental to the manufacturer or that would hamper
hin in any way in creating a foreign trade, if ho
can find a foreign market for the output of his
ostablishment., As we have no Foreign Consuls wo have
adopted the principle of accepting the declaration and
certificates of the British Consuls at the different foreign
»orts, and also of the American Consuls where there are no

ritish Consuls, so that the House will see that every
facility has beon offered that can possibly be offered in
order to create an export teade. I shall be very glad to
have all the information which my hon. friend has asked
for, not only in this motion, but in the other, brought down
at the earlicst possible moment,

Motion agreod to.
RETURNS.

Motions for the following Returns were severally agreed
to:—

Copies of all Departmental orders and advertisements
as to the proposed Canadian Looan of four millions, with
statement of the offors made with rates and amounts, the
offers accepted, with rates and amounts, the amounts since
taken and the rate, and also the rate at which balance o
the loan is now held,—(Sir Rizhard Cartwright.).

Report of Capt. Scott, R. N., and assessors, upon the loss
of the Steamer Princess Louise, and the evidence taken
on the enquiry into such loss.—(Mr. Weldon.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

Motion agreed to; and (at 5:30 o'clock, p-m.) the Ilouse
adjourned,

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Tuurspay, 24th January, 1884,
The Sreskker took the Chair at Three Q'clock,

I’rRAYERS.

PETITIONS FOR PRIVATE BILLS.

Mr. BEATY movod that the time for receiving Petitions
for Private Bills be extended to Saturday, the 9th of
February next, in accordance with the recommendation of
the Select Standing Committec. '

Mr. BLAKE. Mr. Spoeaker, of course evory Session we
decide that next Session we wou't have these extensions,
and then the first thing we do is to make them. Now, it
does seem to me that the hon. gentleman, by proposing an
extension for so long a period as to the 9th, is inviting the
promoters of Private Bills to wait till somewhere about the
7th or 8th before putting in their potitions, and that it
would be much better to extend, if it is necessary to extend
at all, for a week than for a fortnight.

Mr. BEATY., The view of the Committee was that to
extend tothe 9th and make that final, would be bettor than
to extend to an earlior date, and then extend again. This
is intended to be the last extension as well as the first, as
far as the Committee are concerned.

Mr, BowELL,

Mr. BLAKE, If my hon. friend says that is an inten-
tion which is to become operative this Session, I shall be
better pleased.

Mr. BEATY. Yes.
Motion agreel to.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills were severally introducod and read
the first time :— '

" Bill (No. 9) to amend the several Acts relating to the
Toronto, Grey and Bruce Railway Company.—(Mr. Kilvert.)

Bill (No. 10) further to amend the Act to incorporate
the South Saskatchewan Valley Railway Company.—(Mr.
Kilvert.) :

Bill (No, 11) respecting the Union of certain Methodist
Churches therein named.—(Mr. McCarthy.)

Bill (No. 13) to repeal An Act to render Members of the
Legislative Councils and Legislative Assemblies of the
Provinces mow included, or which may hereafter be
included, within the Dominion of Canada, ineligble for
sitting or voling in the House Commons of Canada.—(Mr.
Ouimet.)

FRAUD IN RELATION TO PUBLIC CON i RACTS.

Mr. CAMERON. Ihave beensequested by Mr. Casgra'n
to move for leave to introduce Bill (No. 12) to amend the
Act for the better prevention of fraud in relation to con-
tracts involving the expenditure of public moneys,

Bill read the first time.

BAYFIELD HARBOUR.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT enquircd, Whether the
attention of the Minister of Public Works has been called to
the injury done to the Harbour of Bayfield by recent storms,
and whether it is the intention of Government to provide
4 x1m in the Estimates for its repairs?

sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. In answer to the hon.
gontleman I may say that my attention has been called to
the injury done to the harbour at Bayfield by the recent
storms. The question of providing a sum in the Estimates
for its repairs 18 now engaging the attention of the Depart-
ment,

SALARIES OF JUDGES.

Mr. McMULLEN enquired, Whether it is the intention
of the Governmeut to introduce, during the present Session,
a Bill for the purpose of equalizing and increasing the
salaries of the Judges of the several courts in the Dominion ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. I am sorry to say that the
Government is not in a position to give an answer to the
hon. gentloman just now.

GRAVENHURST AND CALLANDER RAILWAY.

Mr. COCKBURN,in moving for copies of all correspondence
with railway companies or individuaals, respecting the con-
struction or subsidizing of the proposed railway link
between Gravenhurst and Callander, also copies of any agree-
ments or proposals affecling the same, said: In making
this motion I wish it to be understood that I am not
actuated by any desire to embarrass the Government or to’
pry into the private affairs of companies or individaals.
Circumstances that have taken place regarding this impor-
tant scheme, constrain me to make some enquiry respecting
it. Hon. gentlemen do not need to be told of the impor-
tance of this link or branch of railway which is intended to
serve most important interests. Hon. gentlemen will recol-

Ject that this scheme has already been received with very
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great favour by the House, and a very handsome subsidy was
cheerfully and unanimously voted for it by members on
both sides. This scheme is so well known to the majority
of people throughout the country that I need not enlarge
upon it. It is one of very great commercial promise, both as
s through line and as a local line, and & great many people
throughout central and western Ontario, more particularly
in the newer settlements of the northern country, are be-
coming very impatient, and are beginning to feel uneasy,
about the subject. Notwithstanding that a handsome
subsidy of $12,000 per mile was granted to this
scheme some time ago, wo find that nothing has yet
been done—the first sod has not yet been turned, therefore
a great number of people throughout that region are becom-
ing very uneasy about it, and it is desireable that the
Government and the House should take some steps to
get the road constructed by making an arrangement with
some company, or some person or other. I am not
speaking in the interest of any party or railway company ;
all I wish is that this vexatious delay should be put an end
to, and that something may be done as soon as possible. I
stated before that this scheme is one of very great
promise, not only as a through line, but as alocal line;
and 1 should think it would offer great inducements for
any railway company to undertake, as there are already
impertant settlements along the proposed line, much
larger than most persons have any idea of. The line is
upwards of 100 miles in length, and I know of no scheme
8o well calculated to produce so much benefit, at so small
an outlay, a8 the scheme in question. I trust, therefore,
that, if no private company is prepared or willing to
enter upon the construction, the, GGovernment themselves
will at once undertake the work as a Government work.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I may say that there is no
objection at &ll to the motion made by the hon. gentleman.
The Government will be very glad to bring down any
papers connected with this matter at an early day. I may
say, however, that negotiations are going forward with a
view to secure the construction of the road, and, perhaps, it
would be better to have those comploted before the papers
are laid upon the Table, The House will require no evi-
dence of the importance that the Government atlached to
the construction of this line, when it is remembered that
a proposition was submitted to, and approved by, the House,
last Session, to grant a very large subsidy to this line,
It will be remembered that we stated at that time to the
House our determination to make no arrangement for the
construction of this very important line of communication
between Gravenhurst and the Canadian Pacific Railway,
that would not preserve the entire independence of the
line, and prevent its usefulness being interfered with by
any local interest, as we wanted that line to remain entire-
ly independent. The delay in securing its construction, I
may sy, has grown out of the difficulty of carrying out
that assurance that was given to the House, and which the
Government regarded so binding as to prevent their mak-
ing any arrangements that would not meet that view of the
case. Iam in hopes, however, that at an early period we
will be prepared to submit to the House proposals that will
accomplish the object in view.

Motion agreed to.

PUBLIC BUILDINGS.

_Mr. LISTER moved for a return giving the name of each
city, town and village, in the Dominion of Canada, in which
public buildings, consisting of Post Office or Custom House
or both, have been erected since 1st January, 1879; a'so
giving the name of each city and town in the Dominion in
which such. buildings are in course of erection, L.gether
with éhe cost and estimated cost of each,

Mr. MACKENZIE. I move that the following words be
added to the motion :—

With a statement showing the population of each such city, town or
village, and also a statement showing the revenues derived from the
public offices of each such city, town or village.

I hope the hon. member will have no objection to adding
these words,

Mr, LISTER. 1 have no objection.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. I see no objection to the
motion made by the hon. member, nor to the amendment,
but I desire that instead of the date being 1st January,
1879, it should be 1st January, 1874. If the hon. gentle.
man will amend his motion to that effect, 1 shall not oppose
its adoption.,

Mr. COOK. I requestthe mover of the motion to make
it also cover buildings in course of construction.

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

UNION JACQUES CARTIER RAILWAY.

Mr. HOUDE. Some weeks ago the press announced
that a new railway line, small in length, but great in im-
ortance as a connecting link, had just boen opened at the
‘gack of Montreal, between Sault au Récollet and Lachine,
the Union Jacques Cartier Railway. The city of Quebec
and the country lying between the north shore of the St.
Lawrence and Montreal, particularly rejoiced in that fact,
because it was to the people there the beginning of an era
of through traffic, that is traffic without transhipment, with
the west and Now England States at all seasons of the year.
Baut a few days later there came other news which spoiled
tho rejoicing caused by the first announcement: the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway Company had out off the communica-
tion between the Union Jacques Cartier Railway and the
North Shore Railway. If I am not mistaken, an appeal
was immediately made to the Federal Government,
praying them to try to have that difference settled.
It is in order to have the nature of that appeal made
better known to this House and the public generally, that I
move the motion of which I have given notice. As the
case is now before the courts, I do not wish to say anything
to prejudice it; but I believe I may be allowed to call tho
serious attention of the Government to the great imjury
done to many business men and farmers, by the fact that the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company have caused traffic to be
stopped on the Union Jacques Cartier Railway, by refusing
to carry the cars of the North Shore Railway from St.
Martin to Sault au Récollet, and wice versa. The result of
this is that the morchants of Quebec cannot have flour and
other produce of the west shipped through to them, mor
can exporters of hay, &c., on the north shore of the St.
Lawrence, especially between Three Rivers and Montreal,
have their cars sent through to New England, their usual
market, which causes annoyance, and, in several instances,
within my personal knowledge, heavy loss. It seems to
me the Government would be fully justified in interfering to
induce the Canadian Pacific Railway Company to better
respect the public interests, while guarding their own, and to
assent L0 some roasonable compromise. For instance, thoy
might very well carry the cars of the North Shore
Railway from St. Martin to Sault au Récollet and bacl;,
keoping a record of the number of cars so carried, and wait
for the judicial authorities, now seized of the case, to finally
decide as to tho remuneration claimed for the service, IfI
am well informed, and I think I am, the other contending
party would assent to such an agreement, which would
surely be a fair ome. The Canadian Pacific Railway
Company ought not to’ object to it. At all events the
Government should justly and legitimately protect a large
portion of the public by making that great and proud
concern, which I suppose they have some means of “influ.
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encing, show themselves in a little more favourable light
with respect to this matter. I hope, therefore, the Gov-
ernment will see their way to interfere, with the public
interest in view, and that with the least possible delay. I
beg to move for correspondence exchanged between the
Government and the Canadian Pacific Railway Company,
and any other railway company, with regard to the
opening of the Union Jaques Cartier Railway.

Mr. GIROUARD. The motion which has heen made by
my hon. friend is one which interests a portion of my county.
This railway runs from Lachine to Back River, passing
through a very important parish at the back of the city of
Montreal. Itwas Euilt I do not say mainly with the inten-
tion, but certainly with the intention, of affording communi-
cation with the city of Montreal, and thence by railway in an
oasterly as well as a westerly direction, It so happens that
in consequence of the decision of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way Company no trains are running on the road although
it has been completed for some months. I think it is con-
tended on the part of the Union Jacques Cartier Railway Com-

any, that they have running powers over the Canadian

acific Railway, and I believe this right is denied by the lat-
ter Company. 1 do not wish to say one word in favour of or
against the pretensions of either party. The Canadian Pacific
Railway Company may be right,or the Union Jacques Cartier
Company may be right. But it seems to me it is a very ex-
traordinary power to exercige on behalf of a company like the
Canadian Pacific Railway,which to a certain extent is a na-
tional company, to say: We will not allow any trains to pass
over ourroad ; and I think that the Canadian Pacific Railway
should allow these irains to pass, reserving to the courts of
justice to determine the rates to be paid that company
under the general provisions of the Railway Act, or under
some special provisions which are alleged to have been made
in the sale effected by the Quebec Government to the
Canadian Pacific Railway. I do not know whether this
Parliament has or has not juriediction in the matter, but
whether it has or not I hope the Canadian Pacific Railway
will see the impropriety of refusing to allow the trains of
this company to pass over their line, though they may
reserve the detormination of their rights in the manner I
have stated.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. . I may say with reference to
this question, that there can be no objection to bringing
down any correspondence in the hands ot the Government.
It is very unfortunate that the difficulty should have arisen,
and that the trade of a very important section of the country
should have been so materially interfered with, owing to
the want of accord upon the question between the two
companies concerned,namely,the Grand Trunk Railway Com.-
pany and the Canadian Pacific Railway Company. The Grand
Trunk Railway Company made communication to me point-
ing out that they were unable to carry on their traffic
through inability to run over a portion of the road built
and owned by the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, and
1 immediately referred the question to the Department of
Justice to ascertain if the Government had any power to
interfere. The answer of that Department was that we
possessed no power whatever; that this Parliament alone
was in a position to give running powers to any one com-
pany to run over the line of any other company. That
neither the Government nor the Railway Committee of the
Privy Council were clothed with any power which would
enable us to interfere, Having received that answer as to
the question of law,I used my best offices with the Can-
adian Pacific Railway Company in the matter, by suggest-
ing to them my anxiety that there should be no interruption
of this traffic. The statement made by the company was:
We are quite prepared to allow traffic to run over our lines,
but for the protection of our rights we require that the
parties should agree to pay us a certain amount, subject to

Mr, Houpg,

the final adjudication of what rights they may have. Wedo
not wish to obstruct the traffic for a single moment, bot the
course we are taking is indispensible to protect our legal
rights and. enable us to obtain the consideration to which
wo are entitled. I am sorry that no means were found
either by adopting that mode, or ot allowing traffic to go
on, subject to compensation by the Grand Trunk Railway
Company, or by any other mode, until the matter should be
finally determined. I believe it has been taken to the
courts, and the only power which, under the circumstances,
has any means of dealing with the question is this Parlia-
ment.
Motion agreed to.

DISALLOWANCE OF PROVINCIAL ACTS.

Mr, MULOCK moved for copies of all Orders in Council,
reports and correspondence not already brought down, in
reference to the exercigse or non-exercise of the power of
disallowance as to any Provincial Acts; with a statement
of the dates of prorogation of each of the Provincial Assem-
blies; and of the dates at which the Acts of the Session were
received at Ottawa; and copy of the despatches addressed
to the Lieutenant Governors on the subject of the trans-
mission to the Government of Canada of such Acts.

Mr, BLAEE. In this connection I would call the atten-
tion of the Government to the laxity of practice which so
far as I can understand has grown up with reference to the
transmission of the Acts of the Local Legislatures. It was
found when I had the respomsibility in this regard, that
there were vory considerable delays in the transmission of
the Acts, and during that period an Order in Council was
passed under which instructions were sent to the Lieu-
tenant Governors of the various Provinces requesting, and
so far as might be, enjoining them within a fixed period—I
think it was six weeks after the conclusion of the Local
Assombly—to transmit their Acts for the consideration of
the Executive. It is very clear that at the earliest con-
venient moment, after the Acts have been assented to, they
should be so transmitted, because, if an indefinite period is
to elapse before the transmission, during all that time these
Acts upon which the power of disallowance may ultimately
be exercised remain valid, and, strictly speaking, until trans-
mitted itis not possible for the Government to act upon them.
Now, I am informed that in more than one instance a much
longer period than six weeks, a period approximating to a
year, has elapsed without the Actsofthe Local Legislatures
having been transmitted to the Secretary of State, and that,
in consequence, it is stated, and I dare say correctly, that it
is impossible for the Government to consider of these Acts
whether or no they sh ould be allowed. I would, therefore,
in connection with my hon. friend’s motion—which I bhave
no doubt will pass, because except as to tho latter part it is
a customary motion, and as to the latter portion it is . a
proper one—call attention to these facts and suggest the pro-
priety of the Government reminding their officers, the Lieu-
tenant Governors, of the Order which was passed, and calling
them to perform it so far as practicable.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. I think the Dominion Govern-
ment have a year from the recoipt of the Bills in which to
act.

Mr. BLAKE. Cortainly ; but what I pointed out to the
hon, gentleman was that, until received, an Act which may
ultimately be found to be objectionable and disallo wed, re-
mains valid, and by delaying forever to transmit the Act, you
delay forever the exercise of the power.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. Ob, yes.

Motion agreed to.
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MOTIONS FOR RETURNS.

Motions for the following Returns wore severally
agreed to: — )

Statoment sohwing for the time elapsed since the period
covered by the Order of the House of Commons of last
Session with reference to the Superannuation Fund : 1. The
number of persons on the list for the year as entitled to the
berefit of the Act ; 2. The number superannuated during the
year under the Act; 3. The number retired during the year on
a gratnity under the Act; 4. The total amount paid into the
fand from the beginning by those who were during the
year superannuated, or rotired on a gratuity ; distinguishing
between those whose superannuation was caused by the

~abolition of office, those who were superannuated other-
wige, and those who retired on a gratuity; 5. The numbers
of persons on the list for the year who died in the service ;
and 6. The total amount paid into the fund from the begin-
ning by those who during the year died in the service.—
(Mr, Blake.)

Copies of judgments of the Supreme Court of Canada, no
already brought down, on the question of the legislativt
power with reference to the regulation of the sale of intoxie
cating liquors, and of the judgment of the Judicial Com-
mittee of the Privy Council in the case of Hodge against-
the Queen on the same subject, and of the shorthand
writer’s notes of the proceedings before the Committee, and
of any correspondence in connection with the case; and
ulso, for copies of the shorthand writer's notes of the pro-
ceedings before tho Committee in the case of Rassell and
the Queen.—(Mr. Blake )

IISir LEONARD TILLEY moved the adjournment of the
ouse.

Motion agreed to ; and (at 4:03 o'clock, p."m.) the House
adjourned. ’ )

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Fripay, 25th Jaonuary, 1884.
The SreakER took the Chair at Three o’clock.
Prayzers.

REPORT.

The following Report was laid on the Table :—
Report of Minister of Railways and Canals.— (Sir Charles

Tuapper.)

BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills were reverally introduced, and read
the first time:—

Bill (No. 14) to amalgamate the Board of Trade of the
City of Toronto and the Toronto Corn Exchaneoe Associa-
tion.—(Mr. Beaty.) °
CBlll_(No.]5) to limit_the jurisdiction of the Supreme

oll;g':; in Appeal.—(Mr. Landry, Montm agny.)

ill (No. 16) for the declaration of titles {o land and to

ga;zlé;t:tt}?y'i;s tranefer in the Territaries of Canada.—(Mr.

MANITOBA PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

Tni&f}%ggf{%L?Ycomoved that this House do, on
X ell into i »on-
sider the following Resolution!?_?mee of the Whole to con

That it is expedient to provide that the Governor i i
A e or in Council ma
nnthml-;z:hthe.;dnnoe, to the Province of Manitoba, in aid of the Pnbli{
Schoom A o_se;-em, of the sum of $10,000, the advance whereof, in the fiscal
y ; Was.authorized by the Act 41 Vie., Chap. 13, and a further

sum not exceeding $30,000, being $15,000 for each of the fiscal years
1881-82 and 1882-83 ; the said sumsto be ad vanced out of the Consolidated
Revenue Fuud and to be repaid thereto withinterest at the rate of 5 per
cent. per annum, out of the first proceeds of the safes ¢f ¢ School
Lands’’ in the said Province under the Dominion Liands Act, 1583.

Motion agreed to.

OFFICIAL REPORT OF TIE DEBATES OF
1IOUSE,

Mr. BOWELL, in .moving to add the namecs of Messrs.
Foster and Royal to the Select Committee for the supervision
of the Official Reports of the Dobates of this House, said :
My attention has been called to the fact that it would be
betler to have another gentleman representing the French
language upon the Committee, and also one from the
Maritime Provinces; and looking through the list of
members of the House, wo thought the two members sug-
gested would be, perhaps, as eligible as any others for the
position. I suppose the Ilouse will have no particular
objection to this motion,

Mr. BLAKE, This Committee, which is a Ilouse Com-
mittee, to discharge duties which are important, and may
become delicato, with respect to the publication of the de-
bates, has been, I believe, always, and I know certainly is
to-dav, composed of proportions which, as is proper, givo
the Ministerial side of the House a majority, but in the pro-
portion of five to four. The hon. gentleman now proposes that
these proportions should be changed to seven to four. I think
that is objectionable for many reasons. It would be very
much better to allow the proportions to remain as at pre-
sent, and the hon, gentleman might, at least, have adopted
the name of another momber from this side of the House,
I, therefore, suggest that the name of an hon. member from
this side of the House be substituted for one of the two
names proposed —I do not object to the names otherwise—
in order to keep the majority as it is, and the two sides of
the House as nearly as possible on an equality.

Mr. BOWELL. I did not hear the hon. gentleman sug-
gest uny name. There can be no possible objection to
adding another name to the list, tut I think the two names
I have suggested should be placed on the Committee. If
the hon, gentleman thinks his sido of the House will not bo
sufficiently protected, there can be no objection whatever to
adding another name.

Mr. BLAKE. The addition of another name, when the
hon. member is proposing two additional names, will not
retain the proportion. That is the rcason I proposed a
substitution instcal of an addition.

Mr. BOWELL. If the hon. gentleman will reflect, ho
will remember that the representation of his side of the
House on that Committee is much greater than on any
other Committee of the House.

Mr. BLAKE. Certainly, and for obvious reasons.

Mr. BOWELL. I frankly confess I thought nothing of
that matter. Isuggested twonames as being those of mem-
bers who should represent"the House on the Committee. If
the hon. member will suggest a name I will move that it be
added ; but I do not feel inclined to withdraw either of the
names I have suggested.

Mr. BLAKE, 3 T suggest the name of Mr. Innes.

Mr. BOWELL. A very good name; and I move the
addition of the name of Mr. Innes to tho names mentioned
in the motion,

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

THE

GOLD MINING IN THE N. W. T.

Mr. LISTER enquired, Is it the intention of the
Government, during the present Session of Parliament, to
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introduce and pass an Act relating to the mining of gold and
other minerals, excepting coal, in the North-West Terri-
tories ?

Sir JOHN A.MACDONALD. Inreply to thehon. gentlo-
man, I would say that section 42 of the Dominion Lands
Act, 1883, provides that lands containing coal or other min-

" erals shall Ee disposed of in such manner, and on such terms
and conditions, as may from time to time be fixed by the
Governor in Ceuncil by regulations to be made in that be-
half.- The regulations relating to the mining of gold and
other minerals, except coal, have been prepared, and are
awaiting the consideration of the Governor in Council. They
will be laid on the Table early next week. The regulations
xi?specting the mining of coal have already been laid on the

'able.

MINING ON BAKER CREEK, N. W. T.

Mr. LISTER enquired, Has any person been authorized
by the "Government to grant mining licenses in the
North-West Territories? If so, name, date of appointment and
salary. If no suchappointment has been made, has a grant
of land been made by the Government to the Healy or
Dennis Company, on Baker Creek, or on the south side of
the Bow River, south of Silver City ? If so, when was the
grant made, what quantity of land is covered by it, and what
was the consideration? If no such grant made, has
the raid company or any other company, or any person or
persons, received a license or been in any way authorized to
mine for minerals in the North-West? If so, the date of
each license and the quantity of land covered ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Tho Department of the
Interior is aware that Messrs, Dennis and Healy have made a
discovery on what is known as Baker Creek, We have now
an. application from them in the Department for a mining
location. No grant can be made to them, or anyone else,
until the mining regulations are in force; then their case
will be dealt with under the regulations. No person has
beon authorized to grant mining licenses in the North-

West.
CANADIAN IMMIGRATION.

Mr. BLAKE enquired, What is the estimate of the Gov-
ernment &8 to the number of immigrants who have settled
in Canada during the last year; of the number of immi-
grants who have settled in Manitoba and the North-West;

and of the number of immigrants from other parts of Canada |

who have settled in Manitoba and the North- West ?

‘Mr. POPE. The number of immigrants whocame into
Canada during last year and expressed their intention of
settling here, was, according te the returns of our agents and
others, 133,303, There were also reported on the line
between Emerson and the Rocky Mountains, 1,000 people, In
my opinion this number is underestimated, and such is the
opinion of our agents. As to the number of immigrants who
havesettled in Manitoba and the North-West, that is placed
at 50,400, I am not in a position to answer the last clause
of the hon. gentleman’s question, but I will hand him an

answer,
BANK RETURNS.

Mr. MASSUE enquired, Whether it is the intention of
the Government to introduce, during the present Session,
& measure to provide that thereturns made by banks shall
be examined and controlled by inspectors ?

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. In answer to the hon. gentle-
man’s enquiry, I may say that the subject to which he has
called attention is now cngaging the consideration of the
Government.

SUPPLY FARM No. 20.

Mr. CAMERON (Huron) moved for a return showing
all Orders in Council or Departmental Orders respecting the
Mr, ListER.

sale of Supply Farm No. 20 on Fish Creek, near Calgary,
or authorizing the sale of said farm. Also, a return show-
ing: 1. The number of acres under cuitivation in said farm
at the time of sale. 2. The buildings thereon and the cost
thereof. 3. All applications for the purchase of said farm.
4. A copy of ihe conveyance or agreement entered into
between the Government and the purchaser. 5. The price
agreed to be paid for said farm, and how paid or payable.
6. And all correspondence between the Government, or the
Department of the Interior, and any person, respecting said
farm and the sale thereof. He said : On Monday last I
drew the attention of the Government to this tarm by
making the following enquiry of the Ministry:

* Whether Supply Farm No. 20, on Fish Creek, near Calgary, has been
sold ; when, to whom, and for what price, and whether by private
sale or public competition ?

In reply to that question the hon, First Ministor answered :

¢ Supply Farm No. 20 has been sold to the Hon. Dr. Robitaillent a
price of $3 per acre, by private sale, and not by public competition.”

I must say I was somewhat surprised to hear from the hon.
First Minister that this valuable property had been disposed
of by the Government by private sale, and at $3 per acre.
The farm, as I understand, is a large and valuable farm,
consisting of, I think, some 5,000 acres, established some
years ago by the Government as a supply farm; the
object being to raise upon it grain to supply the
instruction farms and the Indians, The farm has been in
operation, and, so far as I can understand, in successful
operation, for some years. A large number of men have
been employed upon it, and a considerable amount has been
expended in improving, cultivating, and building upon
it. It is situated within a few miles of Calgary,
in what is said to be one of the very best portions
of the North-West Territory; the land is siid to
bo first class land. Now, the exact amount expended upon
the farm it is difficult to ascertain from the public docu-
ments, It is stated in one report that in 1880 there were
465 acres under cultivation, most of which was fenced ; that
there were buildings of some value on the premises; that
other improvements had been made thereon, but to what
extent it is a very difficult matter to gather from the
reports submitted to the House by the Minister in charge of
Indian Affairs So far as I have been able to ascertain, I
should say that we have expended at least over $10,000 on
that farm which has been sold for $3 per acre by private
sale to the Lieutenant Governor of the Province of Quebec.
Now, as I said, Sir, the farm was established for a particular
purpose, and, so far as one can gather from the reports, it
bhas been a successful farm, adapted to the purposes for
which it was intended. Judging also by the documents to
which we have access, there was no rcason whatever why
the farm should have been sold, and certainly no reason that
I can see why it should have been sold by private sale to Dr.
Robitaille, the Lieutenant Governor of Quebec. The first
report I could lay my hands upon was a communication
from Norman T. McLeod, one of the Indian Agents in the
North-West, to the Lieutenant Governor. In that report
Mr. McLeod speaks of this farm, and of various other farms ;
points out the difficulty of operating them ; and, of course,
one would easily understand how, at that time, in 1880,
there was considerable difficulty in operating them, isolated
as they were and difficult of access. In Sessional Paper No.

. 14, of the year 1881, I find that Mr. McLeod, among other

things, makes the following statement : —

¢ T regret having {o report the almost total failure which hasattended
the operations on the two supp!y iarms, at Fish Creek and at Pincher
Creek, greatly owing to unavoidable causes. The spring was cold and
late, and vegetation slow. The land was not in & state to expect a full
crop from it, the greater part cf it having only been broken for the first
time in the spring, which caused the seeding to be backward. The
seed intended for them was not delivered in time, and on the 23rd of
August & heavy snow storm, followed by severe frost, cut off the late
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sown grain. The farm at Fish Creek was also visited by a severe hniﬂ
storm in July, which damaged the growing crops considerably. These
storms are said to be usualin this country. Notwithstanding these draw-
backs, the farms in th> neighbourhood, where the 1and was properly
prepared and sowed early, have g:eld.ed fair crops of barley and oats,
showing that these grains may be raised successfully ; peas will also
yield good returns, but there being no demand for them at present they
are not cultivated to any exteni. They would make & valuable addition
to the food supply for the Indians, Wheat is more uncertain ; but, I
think, more from the inferiority of the seed used, and the want of care
in preparing it before sowing so as to prevent smut, than from the
pnsuitableness of the climate and soil.”

We find, however, that as the reports come down year after
year these difficulties disappear, and in the end they are
able to grow crops successfully ; and this property is said by
the Inspector of Indian Agencies to bea valuable property. I
find that Mr. Wadsworth, Inspector of Indian Agencies and
Farms, in his report to Lieutenant Governor Dewdney, dated
on the 1st of December, 1881, and appearing in the Ses-
sional Papers of 1882, speaks of this farm in these words:

I next visited the Fish Creek Supply Farm, arriving there on the
5th May. Mr. J. J. McHugh was in charge, having reached there from
Riviére Qui Barre soms ten days previously. He was actively engaged in

utting in the seed, grain, roots, &c.; although in some degree hampered

y inexperienced workmen and lack of horse power he was making good

rogress. The quantity of land broken here i3 465 acres, most of which
stenced; that the farm is very badly equipped for extensive operations
is apparent. In a country where wages are high, and food enormously
dear, it stands to reason that to farm profitably labour-saving machines
must ,?e extensively used, also that horses should be used instead of
oxen.
You will observe that this report is dated on the 1st of
December, 1881, and has reference to the proceedings of
that year. You will also observe that the report speaks of
465 acres having been cultivated, nearly all of which was
fenced. I find in the Sessional Papers for 1883 a report
from the same gentleman to Lieutenant Governor Dewdney,
having reference to the year 1882, He says:

‘! The crops on the supply farms have not been v:ry good. There

will be between one and two thousand bushels on the Fish Creek Farm,
also a large crop of peas and barley. The peas [ shall send for seed
to the reserves next spring, as I think they will be good to grow for food.
The Indians can make soup of them  * . . At Calgary, the
Sarcees were not 80 successful, but we managed to take in a good many
potatoes and other seed for next spring from the Fish Creek Farm, and
1 hope, next year, to make a good showing on this reserve.”
There is nothing there that would indicate that the authori-
ties up there, who had supervision and charge of this farm,
communicated to the Government that it was desirable that
the farm should be sold or disposed of in any way. Mr.
Wadsworth, in the same report, further says:

‘* Under the management of Mr. Doyle, this farm was in fine order;
8 large erop had been sown which promised well. My remarks upon
the discontinuance of Pincher Creek Supply Farm will a’s» apply here.
I may state thatit isa very valuable property, aud shuuld, if sold,
realize & good sum c¢f money.”
Now, that is the report male by Mr. Wadsworth, the
Inspector of Indian Agencies, to the Department, which must
have been known to Mr. Dewdney, and to the Minister in
charge of the Department ; but there is no suggestion that
the farm should be disposed of. On the contrary, in a pre-
vious portion of the same report Mr. Wadsworth speaks of
the continued success of the farm, and says that ultimately
it would prove of great advantage to the Indians of the North-
West. Now, we were told by the hon. First Minister that
the farm has been sold ; that it has been sold to the Lieutenant
Governor of the Province of Quebec, and sold at the magni-
ficent sum of §3 an acre. It has been sold privately ; the
public were not aware that this farm was to be put on the
market ; nobody, so far as I am aware, knew except Mr.
Robitaille and another Lieutenant Governor. 1 do not
know why the Government sold this farm. I am not now
enquiring why. They may have had reasons, but nobody
knows what theso reasons were. But what I do com-
plan of is that this farm was sold at private sale,

and for at least one-third of its valne. That is the

of the farm—friends of hon. gentlemen opposite, men who
live in the city of Calgary. These gentlomen have stated
to me that tho property was worth three times what the
Government got tor it. The hon. First Minister tells
us that it was sold {o Lieutenant Governor Robitaillo
by private sale. Will the hon. gentleman say that there
is no other Lioutenant Governor interested in that sale ? 1
am prepared to give the hon. gentleman my authority that
another Lieutenant Governor is interested in this farm, 1
state, without fear of successful contradication, that
two Lieutenant Governors went out to that farm, inspected
it, and made an estimate of its value. I know, further, that
one of the Lieutenant Governors, whose name the bon. gen-
tleman did not give to the House, was in negotiation for
the sale of a portion of that farm after it was
bought from the Government. I say that if that
farm was sold nomdnally to Lieutenant Governor
Robitaille, there is another Lieutenant Governor as
deeply interested in it as Mr. Robitaille. I say that if
that isso,it is an outrage and a scandal which the Government
ought to get rid of, I do not say now that the hon. First
Minister, or the Government, were aware of all the circum-
stances; I cannot say, until the papers come down, whother
they were in communication with the other Lieutenant
Governor, or not; but I dosay that it is not consistent with
the duty that hon. gentleman owes to the Government and
the public, that & man in his position, who gets the first
report about a particular piece of property, should avail
himself of that information, and, either for himself or any
other person, secure an interest in the property. Nobody,
except the officials, is aware of what these reports contain
until they are submitted to Parliament; and there is no
doubt that he had full knowledge of the fact that the
Inspector of Indian Agencies reported to the Government
that this was a valuable property and would realize a large
sum of money, elso he wounld not have joined in purchasing
it by grivate sale. I say no more until the documents
come down. I state, not what has been told me by my
political friends, but by friends of hon. gentlemen opposite
in the city of Calgary, who complain bitterly of the sale of
that property without public notice, and without the public
having an opportunity of bidding for this valuable property.
I contend that it is not a proper way of dealing with the
public domain of this country, especially with such a pro-
ferty as this, upon which the Government had spent a
arge sum of money in caltivation, in erecting buildings,
and in making other simprovements. I ask the hon. gen-
tleman if he knows that $1,600 was spent in building a
bridge across Fish Creek, which runs through the property,
in order to benefit the farm ? Did the Government take
this into account when they sold tho property to Mr.
Robitaille for $3 an acre ? Does that cover the cost of all
the improvements on the property ? Even if it does, tbe
Government have not received the value of the land, and
they have practically given it away. Now, I say,
in the first place, that it was unfair that this property
should have been sold in this secret, underhand way—tho
pablic should have had an ' opportanity of bidding for it
when it was put on the market; I say that it was sold fora
great deal less than its value; i say that it was sold under
circumstances whi¢h demand from the Government, if not
from Parliament, a thorough enquiry; and I say that it was
sold to Lieutenant Governor Dewdney, and another Liea-
tenant Governor, I believe, was interested in the purchase.

Sir JOIIN A. MACDONALD. There can be no objection
to the motion being adopted, and the papers will be broaght
down at once. I rather regret the hon, gentleman
did not pursue the usual course of reserving any remarks
antil he had the whole case before him. He has not had
that advantage. He evidently considered it was important

estimate of gentlemen who live in the neighbourhood [ to himself, and the rest of the House, to get these papers
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down in order that they might make up their minds on the
subject, or he would not have moved for them. If he had
all the information requisite to form an opinion, there was
no necessity for his motion; bat if nct, he should have
reserved comment until he could have spoken with some gua
rantee of correctness. There was cvidently mnot a parlia
mentary animus actuating the hon. gentleman, when
he said there are two Lieutenant Governors con-
cerned in this, and that he would give their names if I
asked for them ; and wound ap by saying that one of them
was Lieutenant Governor Dewdney. Ile does not assért,
but he insinuates, that Lieutenant Governor Dewdney is
the purchaser of this place; and he insinuates this because
iwo Lieutenant Governors drove out together and went
over the farm together, That isthe evidence he adduces to
show that Lieutenant Governor Dewdney had an interest in
the purchase of this farm. The hon. gentleman should
remember that the Lieatenant Governor of the North-Wost,
Mr. Dewdney, is the Commissioner for the management of
Tedian Affairs, and it was his daty to visit the farm. He
was instructed to do so, and to report tothe Government and
the Department, as Commissioner of Indian Affairs. There-
fore, in the performance of his duty, not as Lieutenant Gover-
nor,but a8 Commissioner,he went,in obedience toinstractions,
to make a valuation, and hedid make it. That is the whole
basis of the atlack on Mr. Dewdnoy. Why this gentleman,
because he is a public official, should be held liable to
insinuations of that kind from an hon. member in his
lace, I do notsee. Itis agrave thing to make those charges.
e has said that he heard from hon. gentlemen on this side
that the people were very indignant over tho matter. Well,
this farm, & good many years ago, in the early settloment of
that country, when there were tew or no settlers, no means
of getling provisions, and no railways, was laid out asa
supply farm for the Indians. It was covsidered as a ten-
tative matter, and the provious Government, I believe, laid
this place out as a supply farm for Indians—the Blackfeet,
and all those tribes stretching across the foot of the Rocky
Mountains. The farm was not surveyed, but the site was
taken up as an eligible one by the officers of that day, with.
out reference to future surveys of any kind. The hon.
gentleman will find, by the report of Mr. Wadsworth, that
from some cause or other this farm has not been a commercial
and financial success. The time has passed for the necessity of
a supply farm ofthis kind, and the authorities of the Indian
Department thought necessary to close this bill of expense
which was annually a loss, It was closed, and the farm was
transforred back to the Indian Department, ceasing to be an
lodian farm. Then we had to consider what was to be done
with it. It is a farm of some 4,600 acres more or less—I am
not sure whether it has been surveyed yet or not ; perhaps
it has; but the moment it went back to the Department of
Interior, it became, like other public lands in the North-
West, open to homesteading and pre-emption, and also
iving the Canadian Pacific Railway a claim to the odd num
red sections, & portion being within the twenty four mile
belt. They had a right to their land, and if there were any
school lands included, as I suppose there would be in those
4,600 acres, they were to be dealt with under the law relat-
ing to school lands. Over this farm wore scattered build-
ings, dprincipally of logs and of some years duration, which
would be of little or no value if the farm were broken up
in_quarter-sections, except for the material they would
afford the homesteader, who, mind you, was 1o get the land
for nothing. If this land was not sold as one farm, it would
have to be broken up into quarter-sections, and any home-
steader could get land under the law upon entering himself
for it as sach. The hon. gentleman says this place ought
to be put up at public aunction. Well, we could not put it
up as 8 whole farm at public auction, becanse the Govern-
mont did not own it 88 a whole farm. Lieutenant Governor
Robitaille, who took a fancy to the place, and who says as
Sir Joax A. MAcpoNALD,

“that §3 an acre was a ve

soon as his term of office is over he is going to transfer him-
self to the North-West to settle there

Mr. COOK, Ishc going to take his piggery with him ?

S;rJOHN A. MACDONALD. I dare say my hon. friend
will find a very hospitable reception if he visits him there
in the North-West. It could not be sold as a whole farm,
and Mr. Robitaille was told he could make his own bargains
with the Canadian Pacific Railway for their lands ; but that
as far as the school lands were concerned he could not get
them, as they must be kept to be dealt with under the law
which prescribes the mode of selling school lands. 1t can
only be sold by public auction, and only when it has been
surveyed, and at a price equivalent to tho price which is
obtained for the neighbouring lands. Therefore he did not
get this 4,500 acres, e only got those portions of it that
belonged to the Canadian Government. Ile did not get the
Canadian Pacific Railway lands; he did not get the school
lands; and he only got tho even-numbered sections when
surveyed. Now, theso baildings were, a3 I have stated, of
comparatively little valne, and we could not put them up
to auction. It was of great importance to get some person
who would buy the whole farm. Mr, Robitaille said: “ I
have seen the Canadian Pacific Railway authorities, and I
think I shall be able to make a bargain with them; [ will
run my risk of that”” I will read, Mr. Speaker, from a
report of the Deputy Minister. When I saw, yesterday, that
the hon. gentleman showed symptoms of making a speech,
I brought the papers over here, though it is rather incon-
venient to quote papers higglety-pigglety in this way, when
they are not before the Ilouse. On June 28th, 1883, the
Deputy of the Minister of the Interior, Mr. Burgess, made
this report to mo as Minister of the Interior :

¢ DEPARTMENT OF TH& INTERIOR,
‘ ¢ Orrawa, June 28th, 1833,

¢ 8ir,~| have the honour 15 direct attention to the fact that the Deputy
of the Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs has notified this Depart-
ment that the tract of land known as the Fish Creek Farm, situated near
the junction of the Fish Creek with the Bow River, in the District of
Alberta, North-West Territories, is no longer required for Indian pur-
poses, and possession of the same has been surrendered to thig Depart-
ment, to be dealt with asmay be deemed proper.

“ The Deputy Superintendent-General of [ndian Affairs further states
that it is proposed to dispense at once with the services of the person
now in charge of the farm buildings and premises.

¢ Permit me respectfully to submit that. in order to dispose of this
property to the best advantage, itis desirable that it should be sold at
once, as every day’s delay means deterioration of the farm buildings and
decrease in the value of the breaking and all the other improvements.

‘ Moreover the tract of land attached to the buildings huving, up to
this period, been cultivated as one farm, it would be in the public
interest to sell it in one block intact,-so that the full value of the im-
provements made thereon by the [ndian Department may be realized.

I have, therefore, the honour to recommend that the authority of His
Excellency the Goveinor General in Council, as required by section 24
ot the Dominion Lands Act, 1833, be asked for the sale by this Depart-
ment of the farm (with the buildings thereon) known as the Figsh Creek
Indian Farm, as shown on the tracing herewith, and more particularly
described as follows: " — :

Here follows the description—

* Subject, however, when the surveys of the land have be n made and
confirmed, toany rights therein which may accrue by law to the Hudson'’s
Bay Company ’'—

Yos, the Hudson's Bay Company—I said the Canadian
Pacific Company—

. ‘‘And the school endowment ; and subjectalso tosuch rights, if any,
in the 01d numbered sectioas therein which may accrue to the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company, under 44 Vic., cha?. 1.

¢ The price to bs not less than $3 an acre.’ .

That-is the report of Mr., Bargess. Subsequently that
report was adopted, and I may say here that we considered
2 good price indeed. The nominal
price of land by the Statute was $1 an acre, and to get §2
an acro additional for the old log buildings we considered

|

was avery good bargain. The hon. gentleman says the
lard is worth more now. Well, Mr. Speaker, I believe
there is just now a boom at Calgary, something like the
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boom that existed at Winnipeg a conple of years ago; but
my hon, friend who sits behind me from the West Riding
of Durham (Mr. Williams) bas been over the ground, and
esys he would not give half the money for it. He has been
over the ground, and orrthe farm, and has seen the improve-
ments. On the 17th July, 1883, there was this further
report from the Doputy Minister: ,
¢ DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
* Orrawa, 17th July, 1883,

4 §1p,—With refersmce to the Order in Council of the 7th inst., trans.
ferring to this Department the Indian farm situated onthe Fish Creek,
in the District of Alberta, North-West Territories, and authorizing the
sale of the land, with the buildings tbereon, a8 one farm, at & price of
not less than $3 per acre, I have the honour to call yourattention to the
fact that the papers from the Department of Indian Affairs, whichare now
oo record in this office, digclose that the Hon. Theodore Rob:taills, of
Quebec, made an offer of $10,000 some time ago for the property, and
Mr. Dewdney, Indian Commiesioner, who has had the best means of
arriving at correct conclusions as to the value of the farm, recommends
ths acceptance of the offer. . L

“The area is4,733 acres, and I sugg st that Mr. Robitaille be given
the opportunity of purchasingat the upset price named in the Order in
Couacil, namely $3 pec acre. As the land is not surveyed, and the
respective rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company, the school endowment,
nmr the Canadian Pacific Rai way Company, cannot at presentba sscer-
tained, I further recommend that for the purposes of the sale the area at
the disposal of the Government be, for the present, computsd at one
half 1he whole area, or 2,36€} acres ; that the terms of payment be one
foarth of the purchase money of that area in cash, and the remainder in
three equal annoal instalments, with interest at the rate of 6 per centum
per annum.

‘ When the survey is male. and the interests of all the parties men-
tioned in this letter have been as -ertained, the payments to be subject to
readjustment, ij increase or rednction, asthe case ma{ be.

“This would not accord exactly with Mr. Robita.lle’s offer, as it is
evident he expected for $10,000 to acquire the whole property trom the
Government direct, and-the rate per acre would be higher than he con-
templated. The proposition I make, however, is consistent with the
poliey of the Department, and in accordance with the provisions of the
Order in Council transferring the farm.”’

This is & report from the Depuly Minister to myself. 1
believe it was the very best disposition of the property that
could be made; I b:lieve there has been a full value got for
it and for the buildings; I believe that it would have only
cavsed delay, without any good purpose whatever, to have
advertized i, and put it up to auction. I am quite certain
of that; we have hal experionce of that; wo have been
trying to sell the buildings at Fort Pelly; we have adver-
tized them very largely, and wo have not been able
a get a bid for them, and the buildings are crumbling
down. Itis quite clear that the same result would have
followed in this particular instance. Thisis the explanation.
I am quite satisfiel that the Lieutenant Governor of
Quebec has not made his fortune out of this speculation ; I
am quite satisfied that, for the 2,000 and odd acres that the
Government have sold to him, they are getting a high

rice, and much moro than they would have got if it had

een broken up into sections and homesteaded and
pre-empted, The whole of the papers will be brought
down with full particulars, and I shall have the opportunity
of dxscnssq)g the matter with the hon. gentleman again. In
thet_meannme. I have notjthe slightest: objection to the
motion.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. It docs not appear to
me, Mr. Spealer, that the hon. the First Minister has guite
met the statement of my hon. friend behind me. My hon.
friend’s objection was—and a most just objection it is—that
sales should be made by private contract to gontlemen in
the position of the Lieutenant Governor of Quebec, or any
other party. Now, I heard something about this transac-
tion myself. 1t was very freely canvassed and discussed in
the North-West, and I will tell the hon. gentleman this :
that T was credibly informed, and I believe it is the case,
that one man, resident in the immediate neighbourhood of
this same property, offered $10 an acre for auy 200 acres of
this 4,700—not to the Government, but to the gentleman
to whom the Government sold it. I was informed of that
on authority which Iam inclined to believe was correct,

I have notseen the property myself—I do not. know whether
tho bargain may bo a desirable one or not ; but I do believe
that the people in the North-Wost, and the people in the
country generally, will agree with me in thinking that it is
not expedient that private sales should be made by the
Department of large portions of the public property to
Lieutonant Governors or any other parties. It may be all
right; the Government may have got all this property was
really worth ; but itis quite clear to me—and [ think will be
clear to everybody who considers the subject fairly—~that to
allow this to be done opens wide the door to all manner of
jobbery and to an improper kind of speculation ; and that it
is much to be regretted that a trapnsaction of this kinl
should have occurred between a gentleman occupying tho
position of a Lioutenant Governor and the D:partmont of
the Interior.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I understand then, Mr.
Speaker, that tho hon. gentloman desirer the inanguration
of a new policy. Ile desires that the linds in the North-
Wost should be sold by public auction. Why, Sir, not an
acrc has been sold by public auction. It is in accordance
with the law that every acre has been sold by private sale.
The only exception—and it is made a special exception—is
in rogard to the school lands.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I think that at any
rate the public ought to have known that that land was to
be disposed of by private sale. Those people in the neigh-
bourhood did not know that—no man appears to have known
i*, except the Licutenant Governor of Quebae, and, perhaps,
also some others.

Mr. BLAKE. It is quite ope thing to talk of Jand boing
sold as this was, and another thing to talk of land being
sold by private sale, in the way in which the hon. gentleman
mentions, When he says this land was sold by private sale,
and that land was sold by private sale, he knows perfcotly
well that the sales he speaks of were of properties whicn
have been announced to the public as open to any man to
take at a fizxed price. Was that done hero? Wus the
public made aware that this farm was open to anybody who
chose to apply for it at $3 an acre? We know it was
not. We know, therefore, this case differs from the rule in
the North-West Territories entirely —unless, indeed, thero bo
other exceptions which we have not yet learned.

Mr. COOK. There is one thing that must be taken into
consideration. The hon, leader of the Government has stated
that if I went to the North-West, no doubt I would be
entertained at the Lieuteaant Governor’s residence. I want
him {o understand that T do not go to the North-West. A
great many of his own friends go there, and probably ho
had given them an opportunity of getting entertained at
the hands of the Lieutenant Governor of th> Province of
Quebec. Probably, also, he is just paving the way for that
hon. gentleman for another appointment as Lieutenant
Governor of tbat Province. I wish to give my bon, friend
to understand that I do not require to be entertained, nor
shall I have the opportunity of being entertained at the
hands of the Lieutenant Governor, even if he should come
down to Ontario with his farm and the piggery upon it.

Mr. ORTON. I do not know that I can throw much light
upon this subject; but a matter came to my koowledge
that I think will go to show how difficalt it is
for the Government to obtain fair prices for buildings
erected on the public lands in the North-West. 1 under-
stand that at Livingstone, some time ago, something liko
$10,000 was expended by hon. gentlemen opposite in orect-
ing police barracks. A short time ago the present Gov-
ernment offered by public tender the section of land which
was to form the town of Livingstone, on the old route of the
Canadian Pacific Railway, and all the buildings, which
cost something like $10,000. They were offered to public
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competition, and the highest tender received for these
buildings and the wholo section, was $2,000. Tho Gov-
ernment thought very properly, I think, that it was so
small 8 sum compared with the immense amount that had
beén expeonded, that they did not sell that property to any
of the tenderors. Now, Mr. Speaker, I think that experi-
ence goes to show that the Government were justified in
thinking that if a large area of land were given to any one
individual, it might approach nearer to reimbursing the
money they had expended in such public buildings as were
erected on the farm at Calgary. However, it seems
very strange to me to hear my hon. friend from West
Huron (Mr. Cameron), and my hon. friend from South
Huron (Sir Richard Cartwright), say anything as to the

ossibility of any gentleman making any money out of the
Emds in the North-West, when we so well know that these
very gentlemen took advantage—I do not say improperly
at all —to speculate in lands in the North-West to a very
large extent, under the land regulations, which, I believe,
were in operation during the regime of the hoa, member for
East York—— :

Mr. MACKENZIE. No,

Mr. ORTON. Under Mr. Mills, as Minister of the Interior,
when the regulations were somewhat as follows: That
anybody could buy land at §1 an acre, and pay for it at
the rate of 10 cents an acre for ten years. IfI am properly
informed, those hon. gentlemen together obtained mno less
than 30,000 acres of these lands—the most valuable lands
in southern Manitoba; and they sold those lands at 89
an acre very shortly afterwards, realizing the very hand-
somo sum ot something like $200,000—so I am informed.
I think that when these gentlemen have made so large an
amount of money themselves, they ought not to be so very
jealous if a fow iriends on this side of the House undertake
to speculate in that country. I know very well a great
many of those gentlemon who have speculated in that
country have lost money by it. It is well known to-day
that many people in Outario, both friends and opponents
of the Government, who have invested in lands in
that country, have lost very seriously by it—though I hope
it will not be s0 with these gentlemen. But it reems to me
to be a fact that lands to-day are not as saleable in that
country as they were under the boom, though I believe
they are gradually improving., Though a healthy state of
aftiirs is beginning to exist in that country, T thing at the
the same time that good lands south of the railway, prime
lands, could not under the present depression bring a [arger
sum than §3 per acrc. And when we recollect that
those lands in question are situated so very far away from
any possible murket, it doos not seem to me that the sam is
s0 extremely small, and I think the Government, on the
whole, have made a vory good sale.

Mr. CAMERON (Huron)., The hon. gentleman has
ttated that my hon, friend in tront of mo (Sir Richard
Cavtwright) and myself xpeculated in western lands under
the Government of my hon. friend from Kast York. I wish
to state that I never bought an acre of land while my hon.
fric(;;d from Eust York was in power—n2ot an acre of public
lard.

Mr. ORTON.

Mr. CAMEKON. I wish tosfate to the hon. gentleman
that his information is incorrect—that I mnever hud an
interest in 80,0u0 acres, nor one-halt 30,000 acros, of land.
I wish to state to the hon. gentleman, further, that,
to the best of my recollection, ali the lands 1 ever
bought in tho North-West directly from the Govern-
ment, were two sections, and I bought then from the
Government of the hon. gentleman who sits before me on
ihe other side of the House, Iwich to state to the hon. gen-
tlcm in, for his information, in vrder that he may be better

Mr. OrToN,

1 did not eay you did.

informed in the future, that if I did buy land in the North-
West, out of which I am glad to say I made a little honest
money, I bought alarge portion of it from a son of the
colleague of the hon. gentleman opposite, who was
in the Government of OCanada .for a -number of
years. I bought it of him second-hand ; I paid a fair price
for it; and, of course, as lands went up, I made a little
honest money out of it. Now, I do not think the hon.
gentleman has any ground of complaint against me. I do
not think he ought to have made that statement without
being better informed as to what thé real facts were.
I am sure if he had known that the lands that I bought
were bought from a son of a colleague of the present
First Minister, he would not have said anything on the subject -
at all. Ibought no lands from the Government except two
sections ; I bought no lands from the Mackenzie Govern-
ment at all; whatever land I did buy there, I bought
second-hand, and perhaps to betier advantage than some
hon. gentlemen on the other side have bought. I did not
buy any timber limits at $5 a square mile and sell them for
$2,000. The hon, First Minister complains that I have made
a statement of the facts on making this motior, whereas
I ought to have waited until the papers cawe down,
and then have made my statement. Sir, I have tried
that over and over again in this House. There were, at least,
twenty motions made by me last Session in connection
with the administration of public affairs in the North-West,
and to this day there is scarcely one of these returns breught
down. It might suit the purpose of hon. gentlemen oppo-
site for these motions to be made without a word of comment,
and then-wait for the papers coming down until Parliament
is about closing, There were, perhaps, a hundred motions
made last Session, most of them having reference to the
affairs in the North-West, and not a single one of them
has heen submitted to Parliament as yet,

S+ RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I may also request the
attention of the House for one moment. I am not going to
trouble the House with any parrative of my private affairs.
Those affairs are my own business, and not the business of
my hon. friends opposite. But L will just say this, as a
matter which is due to myself, and, perhaps, due to the hon.
gentleman, as he has alluded to it—that I bought no land
at all from the Government of the hon. gentlemen opposite,
and I should have considered myself guilty of a very gross
dereliction of duty, if I had bought any land at all while I
was a member of the Cabinet, What [ did do, if the hon.
gentleman desires to know, was to purchase some lands on
which the Government, 1 believe, had first mortgage, and
which I took good care to pay for promptly. That is all
the transactions 1 had with the Government—and I do not
think that any ono would suspect the Government of the
hon, First Minister of giving me any undue or unfair favours.

Mr.ORTON. I did notaccuse the hon. gentlemen of pur-
chasing land from the Government of which they were
supporters at tbat time, nor did I accuse them of buying
land from the present Government. All I did state was
that they had bought from a number of individuals large
areas of land bought from the Governmoent under the regula-
tions in force under the previous and present Government
for a short time; and we know very well that a great
many in that.country bought land at 10 cents per acre,
as a first instalment, at $1 per acre. These gentle-
men were very sharp in looking wup individuals all
over the countiry and securing land from them, and they

'made lots of money. T congratulated them on the fact, and

I said, under those circumstances, they should not be so
Jjealous of other individuals who paid a comparative good
price to the Government for lands and made some money
out of them,

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. The hou. gentleman
stated that the hon. member behind me and myself had
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. bought under the regulations laid down by Mr. Mills. Wedid
nothing of the kind. At the timeat which we purchased,
Mr. Millg’ regulations had been all aboliched, and certain
regulations adopted by hon. gentlemen opposite introduced.

Motion-agreed to,

“REPORTS OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER ON
IMMIGRATION.

-~ Mr. BLAKE, in moving for copies of all reports of the High
Commissioner on the subject of immigration to Canada, not
already brought down, said: We have heard some-
thing of the doings of the High Commissioner with respect
to the transport of cattle tfrom Canada to England, but as
yet not much information has been vonchsafed to the House
as to what has been done in regard to immigration to
Canada since last Session. Two gentlemen have filled that
office, and have deall with theimportant subject of emigration
to Canada, on which hon. gentlemen opposite were so
inflated last Session; and with respect to which I was
glad to hecar the statement of the hon. Minister of
Agriculture a short time ago in support of the state-
ment of the hon. member for Glengarry (Mr. Macmaster)
made during the debate on the Address, that there had
been a large immigration to this country. We know that
during this period negotiations of an important doscription
with the Home Government, anl with corporations and
individuals who were discussing varieus plans for immi-
gration on a large scale, have been progressing. Such, at
all events, is our public information, and I cannot doubt, as
was the duty of the last and the present Hizh Commis-
sioner, some reports have been sout to the Department,
under whose instructions they have acted in this regard.
They should come down—and come down early—and with
this view I move the motion., Are there some such
reports ?

Mr. POPE. I do not know; I will bring them down if
there are any.

Me. BLAKE. Iam sorry the reports of the High Com-
missioner are of such little consequence that the hon,
Minister does not even know whether they exist or not.

Motion agreed to,

PERSONS ENTERING MANITOBA BY RAIL.

‘Mr. BLAKE moved for a statement of the number of
persons entering Manitoba by rajl, during each month of
-the last calendar year; and of the number of persons leaving
Manitoba by rail duriag each such month; also, for copies
of all correspondence, reports, data and statemerts on which
are based the estimates made by the Government of the
number of immigrants who have come from specified
countries, and settled in each Province of Canada, and in
the North-West Territories, during the year; and of the
number of Canadians who have left each province or terri-
tory or the Dominion, during the year. He said: I do not

- propose to enter at any length into the grounds of this
motion, Istated them briefly last year when I made a
similar motion, to which the hon. gentleman acceded. The
motion ; but, as happened with some other motions to
which the hon, gentleman alluded a moment ago, it was
fruitless in any other result,

Mr.POPE. I told you it would be 8o at the time,

‘Mr. BLAKE. No. The hon. gentleman said he conld
not give mach information, but he could give some, and I
did not even get whathe could give. The hon. gentleman
stated there wonld be a difficulty—or at all events at some
yeriod during the Session he stated that—in getting the
number of persons entering and leaving Manitoba by rail,
and he promised he would make an effort to secare that
information for the current year, I {rust he has male that

9 .

effort, because I will repeat to-day what I have said on
various occasions, that I dispute the accuracy of the calcu-
lations which he has made, and Idispute the accuracy of the
data on which the calculations have been based with respect
to immigration into Manitoba and the North-West. I stated
that the hon. gentlemsn himself had resorted to a similar
mode of ascertaining, approximately, the immigration into
the United States from Canada, as that which I proposed he
should resort to in obtaining his information in regard to
immigration into the North-West. He did that for a
purpose. For a purpose, he was able to ascertain the num-
ber of porsons who had passed one way or the other by the
great railway of the country—a particular point as to
which there was a dispute. With respeot to Manitobs ani
the North-West, the hon. gentleman’s plan has been, as I
understand it, to obtain a return from somebody who gets
aboard the trains and is supposed to count the passengers,
those who go in, and a certain percentage of deduction is
made for those going out. With respect to the return of
those who go in, I have conversed with several persons who
have travelled to the North-West by train, and they have
told me that on the occasion on which they travelled they
did not discern this enquirer and the counting to which the
hon. gentleman roferred; and, therefore, I do not myself
believe that it has taken place upon all occasions. I
believe it is loose; that the plan does not accarately
represont the number of those who have gonein ; and if it
turns out to hit, approximately, the number given by the
railway returns, it will be the result of a happy guess or
ceonjecture, rather than of a really accurate detailed account.
Then with respect to the deduction made for those who go
out. The hon. gentleman has persisted up to this year—I
do not know what he will do this year—in assuming that
17 per cent. of those who have gone in is a proper
calculation in order to arrive at the number who have left.
This is based upon the supposed ascertained results of an
early years when the movement of persons in and out was &
very few thousands—I forget. the number, but a number
quite inadequate compared with recent numbers. It was
before what was alluded to to-day, and so often in this
House, by the First Minister and others, as ¢“the boom,”
before the speculative period, bofore there was a very
large number going in and out ; and we all
koow that since that time many pcrsons have
gone into that country two or three times a year and re-
tarned, Wo kuow that a large number, even of those
intending to settle, have gone into the couniry to prospect
and have returned. We kaow that the calculation of 17
per cent. is wholly inadequato ; and, therefore, even if you
assume the calenlation with regard to those going into thoe
country to be correct, the deduction which the hon. gentle-
man has been making for the last two or three years is
wholly inadequate, and so the results are inaccurate. For
this reason it is I have been porsevering for some Lime past
in my efforts to obtain more accurate information with
respect to those who actually have gone to settle in the
North-West, Ifeel greatinterestin obtaining a return cover-
ing this information, for which, as I have said, I obtained
an Order of the House last year, but without success, so far as
obtaining the result of that Ordor. It is impossible to nnder-
stand what th o ealeulations of the Government are. 1t was
only, I thiok, on 10th January, that a statement obviously
official appeared in the Toronto organ of the Government,
the Mail newspaper, giving the details of the movement of
the immigration of the year, aod stating it in the various
details with the general result—I cannot say for a 1,000 or
80, but if I rightly remember, a resalt of 110,000. Now, the
movement he gives us to-day is 130,400, or 20,000 more.
Of course, I do not know where the inaccuracy is, whether
in the later or the earlier statement.

Mr. POPE. We gave you the returns we had at that
time, and we give you the returns at the end of the year.
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Mr. BLAKE. But the return was stated to be on the
10th of January, and that it was a return for the oporations
of the year.

Mr. POPE. Manjr of them were not in.

Mr. BLAKE. But the return was as I have stated. I
once again insist on the importance of our having the
opportunity, as a House of Parliarient, of investigating the
material on which the Government is acting—the data, and
statoments, and papers from which they draw these general
results, Nothing can be more important to us than to be
able to establish, as a fact, that there is flowing into this
country as a permanent immigration of settlers here any-
thing like the figures which the hon. gentleman states; and,
therefore, it is of the greatest consequence that the material
should be before us, so that we should be able to verify and
speak with confidence in favour of the calculations of the
Government. The hon. gentleman says, to-day, in answer to
my question, that some 50,400 were the entrants into
Manitoba. Even according to his own calculation of the
deduction to be made, which is 17 per cent., that would give
us something like 41,000 or 42,000 as his estimate of the
emigration to Manitoba for the year, or of the settlement in
that Province for the year. I do not believe there has been
any such settlement from all I can ascertain. I believe that
if there did go in the 50,000 that he speaks of, a great deal
more than 8,000 left the country, if you calculate the various
sources of exit and the various furposes of exit which
applied during the year. From all I ean hear, the figures of
the hon. gentleman are exaggerated as to the settlement,
ifI am to assume that he is to apply to the calculation of
50,400 the deduction only of 17 per cent., and assume that
the balance remained settled in the country. But even so,
that balance of 41,000 or 42,000, contrasts but very
unfavourably with the account which he gave us last
Sesgion: Last Session he stated with great confidence that
altogether irrespective of the supposed immigration from
Ireland en masse—the discussed arrangement for the comin
out of 5,000 families—there would be 75,000 settlersin
Manifoba and the North-West, for the year which has just
elapsed. He declared that he expected to get in 40,000
from other countries than Canada—from European coun-
tries, and the United States practically—and the 35,000,
being the balance of the 75,000, were to come
from the old Provinces. His figures—assuming we
apply the old deduction, which ho has always applied—
are not much more than one half this amount, and I
beliove those figures, so miserably contrasting with his
promises for the year, are themselves, as I haye stated,
exaggerated. The hon. the First Minister declared that the
estimates of the hon.gentleman were correct, that they
were very moderate, that they were not at all exaggerated,
and that he was quite satisfied that they would be realized.
These were the statements, first, of the Minister specially
charged with the matter, and secondly, of the hon. First
Minister upon his particular responsibility, and this is the
result of these statements, so far as they apply to the settle-
ment of Manitoba and the North-West, according to the
calculations of the hon. gentleman himself. I trust,
Sir, that at an early day we shall have before us an
answer to this motion. I trust we shall be shown
what are the data upon which the Government brings down
this general statement; that we shall be itted to
verify them ; because I repeat what I said in the debate on
the Address that all the calculations which are to be made
from the various figures which are given—the figures of the
census as contrasted with the hon. gentleman’s figures of
immigration and settlement year after year, the figures of
the municipal census of Ontario—all the data we can obtain
indicate that it is not possible that the results which he
suggests can have actually been realized ; that we can have
added so much to the permanent sottlementin our coyntry,

Mr, Porg,

as he declares we have added, unless that permanent settle-
ment has been effected by displacement of the native
portion of the population approximately equivalent to it,
That is not the case from these very figures. There has
been a displacement, and a very considerable displacement,
but not an equivalent displacement; and from all I can
conjecture—and I desire to approach the subject with the
assistance of the papers I now ask for—there has been no
such permanent settlement from abroad—no such addition
to our population otherwise, by the introduction from
abroad either of Canadians or of citizens of other countries as
the hon. gentleman calculates.

Mr. POPE. I might say to tho hon. gentleman, as I said
last year, that it will be impossible to give all the particu-
lars asked for, but I will be happy to give him all the in-
formation I can. When that information is given, I sup-
pose I shall find him doubting, as I find him doubting to-
day. He will believe nothing that comes from the officers
of my Department—nothing but what he sees with his
own eyes. Thoso returns are from disinterested parties ;
they are a count of the people going into that country and
the people coming into this country. The people who
make this count have no reason to exaggerale ; still, the
hon. gentleman will not believe them, It is true that I
said last year that in my opinion there would be a larger
immigration, and I believed so. I can appeal to my
hon. friend as to the reasons which have prevented immi-
gration—the reports and speeches which have been made
by hon. gentlemen on the other side. .1 can appeal to the
newspapers of these hon, gentlemen, and to what has been
written in them, and ask him if that has not been enough
to discourage people from going into the country. There
has not been a single day in the whole season when any
labouring man coming into this country could not find
employment. In fact, Sir, I have not been able to half
supply the demand of farmers for labourers; and yet
reports are going to the other side of the water, daily and

& | weekly, that people coming to this country can find noth-

ing todo. That is quite sufficient to account for the fall-
ing off in tho immigration into the North-West. But,
upon the whole, the immigration has been ncarly as large
as I expected it would be.

Mr. BLAKE. Oh no, no!

Mr. POPE,s Yes, nearly as large. There is a difference,
but it is not a4 very large difference. ILast year, there left
Manitoba a considerable number; but there came in 15,000
more than left. I am not able to state exactly how the
matter stands this year, but I shall be able to bring down
the figures, and 1 hope I shall be able to remove some
doubts from the hon. gentleman’s mind as to the num-
ber of immigrants who came into the country. But
let me point out that there is a difference between
the immigration into the country and the actual set-
tlers. There are labourers who also are immigrants,
and when you take all together, you will find that we have
not over-estimated. Every man ‘who comes across the
border reports to the Customs officers, in order to bring in
his goods as settler’s effects ; and there can be no mistake
about these entries. Then, we receive from our own agents
invoices of the number of passengers in every ship ; and
there can be no mistake there. Whether there may be some
of those who leave the country, I cannot say. Some may
leave, but I cannot speak exactly as to the movement of
population. If it should happen to turn out that the
number who have left is not half of 17 per cent., that
there is a very small percentage of the o coming oaut,
I know the hon. gentleman would be pleased. I know he is
a patriot, and regards his country "above all party; I
koow he would be delighted to hear that no people have
left that country at all. I am afraid I cannot say that there

have not been & fow ; but I think [ shall be able to show
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the hon. gentleman that “17 per cent, have not gome
out this year.

Mr. BLAKE: The hon. gentleman must remember that
a new mode of exit from Manitoba has been adopted of late
years; that there is a way of going out by rail, and I am
sorry to say, a way of going out by trail ; and he must put
these two together before he arrives at his percentage.

Mr. POPE. Iam notsorry that thereis a way of going
there by trail as well as by rail. I wish there were a thou-
sund trails by which settlers could go into that country.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Order.
Mr. POPE. I am not out of order,

Mr. BLAKE. The hon. gentleman is out of order in that
he is speaking twice. I was replying to the motion and he
misconstrued a material part of what I said. I asked him
to remember that there were two ways of leaving the coun-
try, not of entering it.

Mr. BOWELL. I suppose settlers can go in by trail also.

Mr. POPE. I was replying to the hon. gentleman. I hope
1 did it effectually ?
Motion agreed to.

CUTTING TIMBERZON INDIAN LANDS.

Mr. BLAKE, in moving for copies of all Orders in Coun-
¢il, correspondence and departmental orders, with refer-
ence to the granting, cancellation and suspension of licenses
to cut timber on lands of the Indians, near Fort William, on
the Fort William Reserve, said: The reason I make this
motion is that a letler has been transmitted to me which
was addressed by a number of the Indians of the reserve to
a friend of mine, in which they make a slatement on which
I base the motion, and to which I would call the attention
of the Government. They say :

¢ It is necessary we should expose before you the whole case as clearly
and concisely as possible. Some twelve years ago, that is the year the
Red River Expedition took place, a certain Mr. William Plummer came
to our reserve, when all the men, except three or four, were absent,
having accompanied the soldiers. He exposed the object of bis visit to
those he found here. He had come, he said, to ask the Indians their
consent to a license to cut timber on their reserve. Two of the men
put their names to the surrender. A third one, as he declared after-
wards, under oath, gave his name, but did not make his mark or touch
the pen, saying he would do so if, after their return, he found bis fellow
Indians favourable to the petition. None of the signers had any
authority in the band, The surrender form, with these three names
ou it, was left in the hands of the Rev. J. P. Choné, 8.J, Missionary at
Fort William. Then Mr. Plummer returned to Ottawa, after having
given the Indians flour and tobacco, and told shem to make their brethren
sign the surrender when they had returned. Some time after, the absent
came home and were called to the house of the missionaries,where the Rev.
Father Choné told them of Mr. Plummer’ s visit and holding in his hands
the surrender form, translated it and explained it to them. When they
had consulted together for a few minutes they unanimously answered
negatively, saying they would put their names to no paper, as they had
not received what they had been promised before. They were told to
reconsider the matter, but answered a second time in the same manner.
Towards the fall, Mr. Plummer returned to Fort William and gathered
together the Indians at the Hadson Bay Company post, the meeting
taking place in presence of Mr. G. McIntyre, the then agent of the com-
paoy at Fort William. Mr. Plummer proposed to all what he had pre-
viously proposed to a few. The consent agked for was unanimously
denied or refused. He insisted several times, but invariably received
the pame answer. William Crow, who was then our First Chief,
having remarked that his name was on the surrender, said toMr. Plum-
mer: ‘ Who has given you my name? You have stolen it.” Plummer
blushed and answered nothing. ThoughCrow can write his name, another
person has written it down, and nobody has witnessed the writing.
Plummer, seeing his failure, became very angry, and throwing with
violence on the table the surrender form he held in bis hands, said:
¢ 80 I cannot obtain anything. Well, notwithstanding your opposition,
the Government shall wke ycur timber.” All returned home; two
years elapsed before anything was heard about Plummer’s threats ; then
we were told that a license had been granted by the Government to a
man named Monk to cat timber on our reserve. Immediately we pro-
tested against it, and sent our protest to the Government, Qur  Chief
haas in his ion the draft of the protest drawn by Father Choné.
From 1874 to the.fall of 1882, three or four persons trespassed on our
reserve, but all were eaeily.stogped, except Mr. Oliver, who used to own
a saw mill at Fort William. He cut a great number of our pine trees.
Time and again we spoke to Amos Wright, who was then our agent,

and to 8. J. Dawson, the member for Algoma, begging of them to see
that Oliver should pay damages for his trespasses. Firally, Mr. Dawson
told us that Oh'veri‘ad used the Monk license when he made timber on
our rererve. We did not understaud what he meant. In the fall of
1882, Mrs. Farijana, of Montreal, Mr. Henry Valiéres, of Three Riverr,
and Mr. Thomas Marks, of Port Arthur, formed together a partnership
called ¢ The Thunder Bay Lumbering Company.” The news was then
spread that they were to begin to work on our reserve, using the

onk license which had come down to them, it appears, as
follows : Monk betore ever having made any use of his license, adver~
tized in the papers thathe would sell it. A man named Stewart bought
it. He then took the late Farijana as his partner. When Farijana died,
his widow became the owner of one-half the license and bought the
other half from Stewart. Then she took Henri Validres as partner, and
they both formed the said company with Thomas Marks. We than
protested against their entering on the reserve, and signified our
protest to Thomas Marks. They, neverthelees, began to work. We then
deputed to Ottawa J. B. Binesi, who was then our Chief, withan inter-
preter. On their way, they took with them Mgr. Jamot, Bishop of
Peterborough. When they had reached Ottaws, they had aninterview
with Sir John Macdonald, and presented him our petition, begging of
him that he would cancel the Monk license, granted under false allega-
tions, and stop the Thunder Bay Lumbering Uompany from cutting our
timber and our trees. Oue point was immediately obtainel, namely,
that they should make no more cordwood, &s the license had been
granted” omly tor merchantable timber; but 8ir Joha said
that, before cancelling the licemse or stopping the com}muy, an
enquiry about the facts of the case should have tobe made. T. J. Dawson
was proposed by Sir Joha to do the work, and accepted by the deputatiou.
But ﬁr. ;[’)awson refused to act and was replaced by Mr. Uaddy, a Govern-
ment officer, residing at Fort William. This latter one immediately pro-
ceeded to make the enquiry, examining under their oaths a good many
Indians, Mr. MeIntyre and some others. All testified according to what
we have set above. Mr. Oaddy made his report without delay, and
placed it before Sir John. We, therefore, expected an early decision, bat
on the contrary those we complain of were allowed to work during the
whole winter, cuttiog about 10,000 logs per week. However, the right
Rev. Bishop Jamot, and we ourselves, often asked Bir John to give his
decision, considering that our case was so clear, but, nevertheless, we
could not obtain justice. We saw that Sir John was favouring Marks on
account of the support his party received from him in the electious,
Marks having a great deal of influence in these parts. So we told Sir
John in ome of our letters we hoped that this question, baving
nothing to do with politics, would not be influenced by them, but
our remark had no effect. Last spring, when the company’s work was
over, the time tor renewing the Monk license came, but Sir John
did not remew it, saying he wished first to examine our case. Mr.
Donselly came here to tell us he had notified Marks and others,
on the part of the Department, not to cut any more timber
on the reserve. However, towards the middle of the summer,
seeing that no decision was given, we began to suspect they
wanied to play us a trick ; namely, that Sir John being afraid to see
another deputation from us in Ottawa, had ordered our agent to warn
us a8 we stated above, but that when navigation was closed, and we
could no long-r travel, then he would again allow Marks to work on
the reserve. Consequently, we decided to send another deputation to
Ottawa, and wrote to our Birhop about it. He answered us not to atart
before he wrote us again. Meanwhile, he corresponded with Sir John
and Mr. Vankoughnet. The matter was delayed from week to week,
until navigation had closed, and now that we cannot travel easily,
Vankoughaet has written to Mr. Donnelly to allow Marks and his part-
ners to nse again the Mouk? license and they are Lard at work. Itisin
this way that we are treated by him who should protect us. Evidently
politica have a great deal or rather everything to do with the case.
Marks is now being rewarded for tha help he gave the Ottawa Govern-
ment in the last Algoma election. We were told, some years ago, that
the Governmert of Mr. Mackenzie was defeated, partly on accouat of
the Neebing Hotel or Town Plot Affair. We do not know how far the
charges made against it may have been true, but supposing they were,
then on the other side, on the Kaministiquia River, just opposite the
Town Plot, on our reserve, is tobe found a pendant to the Neebing Hotel
case. Once more, hon. Sir, we ask your belp i order that we may
obtain justice. 1f it were absolutely necessary to send oaze of usto
Ottawa, we would try to do so, though our poverty would make it hard
for us, especially in winter. R )

We subscribe ourselves, honourable 8ir,
Your most humble servants,
JOHN PIERR, 1st Chief.

is
MICHEL <~ Sr. GERMAIN, 2nd Chict.
mark.

The House will excuse my attempting to read all the other
names. I trust the hon. gentleman will see that theso
papers are brought down early and that he will do some-
thing to restore the confidence of those poor people in their
protector and guardian. I understand that although they
are not here, Marks is.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. I will be very glad to
bring down all the papers at once. I do not know whether
this will assure confidence in the signers of this letter, but I
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know that the Government and the Department have acted 1
according to what 1hcy considered to be the best interes{s

of the Indians. I have scen a statement similar fo this

before. One of ibe statements was that a Mr, Plummer

went up there while most of the tribe were away at Red

River, during the time of tho war, and had succeeded in

securing a surrender of this timber. This Mr. Plummer was

the Indian Agent at Toronto, a bighly respectable perscn,

who had been an officer of the Department for many years,

and whom, no doubt, the hon. gentleman knows very well.

Instructed, I presume, by the head of the Department of
that day, he went to get a surrender of this timber, in order
that it might be put in the market and sold for the benefit
ofthe Indians. The hon. gentleman knows that unless the tim-
ber is 80 sold, the Indiaus will connive at a trespass on their
own property either for a little money or alittle spirits, and
thus their property is wasted. Mr. Plummer, at that day,
went there and got this order for the purpose of putting the
timber in the market for the benefit ot the Indians. This is
a matter of every day occurrence in the Indian Department,

and is in fact the only way by which the Indians get any-
thing out of their timber. Mr. Plummer has been, in con-

sequence of these statementr, called on to make a report.

As far as I can learn, he had no interest in the matter, but

merely did his duty as agent in getting this surrender. - To

show that the recollection of Indians, or iheir regard for

veracity, is not very accurate, or that they have been mis-

led by parties into signing documents of which they do not

undersiand the valne, I need only state this simple fact:

The Red River Expedition took place in 1870 and the state-

ment is that the Indians were all then absent at Red River,

cxcept the three or four who signed this surrender. Upon

looking at the papers you will tind that these poor people

have only been misled by a year. The surrender was

made in 1871, when the whole thing was over and the

Indiaps bad all returned. This excuse is got up for these

people by some interested persons, most likely those who

are plundering the Indians of their timber and do not desire

that any person should get possession of it, but that it

should remain as before, subject to be trespassed on by any-

body. The surrender was made by these Indians in the

usual way, according to the Indian Act of that date, the

year after the expedition was made, when every Indian had

returned for a whole season from this war, at which they

said they had all been absent. I will bring down the

papers and the papers will show that faet.

Mr. DAWSON. Mr. Speaker, no donbt it was very
unfortunate that the license was granted in the first place,
but it was not supposed at that day that the timber was so
very valuable as it has now become, from its proximity to
the railroad, and there is no doubt that, if the arrangement
had been carried out, the Indians would have been great
sufferers ; their timber would have gone for very much less
than its real value. In the statement the hon. gentleman
has just read, there is a great deal that is true, and a great
deal that is very much oxaggerated. It is true, as the
Indians say, that thoy have been the losers by this license,
but it is utterly incorrect that they have tried to give a

olitical character to it. 1t was this Monk license, which

r. Marks had a gerfect right to buy if Mr. Monk had a
right to sell; but I believe the Government has now looked
thoroughly into the matter, and that there is somo new
arrangement made—I only heard of it the other day—by
which the Indians are to be remunerated by those who are
taking the timber, and T am told that the Government has
arranged matters so that the Indians now get $12,000 for
the timber on the reserve.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Hear, hear ; that is so.
Mr, DAWSON.  From all that T can hear, the partics

them have to pay the value of the timber to the Indians,
and I think that is a very fortunate arrangement.

Mr. COOK., I should like to ask, Mr. Speaker, whether
this license was not withheld last year, or cancelled? 1
know Mr. Marks was here looking after the interest of hix
license, and he was very much annoyed that the Govern-
ment had cancelled his license. Now, I would like to know,
Sir, if that license bad been granted for the support that
Mr. Marks gave to the Opposition candidate in the Algoma
election for the Local Legislature, I would like to know
if $12,000 is the price that the Government of the Dominion
paid for the support of the candidate of the Opposition for
the Local Legislature. That is a point that should be clearcd
up by the Government of the day. e know that, in
different parts of the Province of Ouatario, in the last e cc-
tion for the Local Legislature, they undertook to defeat the
Government of the Hon. Mr. Mowat. We know by the
courts what means were adopted for the defeat of that hon.
gentleman ; and, Sir, I shali be able to show in a few days
how other men were brought forth as candidates in tho
Tory interest by the Dominion Government, by which
they got subsidies and Government positions from this
Government of the day here. I should like the hon, gentle-
man to clear up that one point : if $12,000 was the price of
one individual sopporting a Tory candidate in the Local
Election for Algoma, how much did they all cost?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The hon. gentleman is
of an enquiring mind, and I am very glad to see he is. He
says he wants to know whether the $12,000 of which my
hon. friend from Algoma (Mr. Dawson) has spoken, wusthe
price paid to Mr. Marks for his support. As I wunderstand
the statement of my hon. friend, the $12,000 is the sum
paid by Mr, Marks for the timber. It is $12,000 pa‘d by
Mr. Marks to the Crown. It is not very often that a per-
son is bribed by being obliged to pay mwoney. People are
rometimes bribed, I am told, and nobody uoderstands it
better than my hon. friend (Mr. Cook). Persons sometimes
are bribed by getting money, but I never before heard of
their being bribed by being obliged to pay money.
This case, I may say at once, was a very troublesome
one. Therc was a great deal of conflicting evidence.
Some of the evidence was either wilfully, or inad-
vertently, or ignorantly inaccurate; but still it was
my duty to see that the Indians shounld be protected,
sod the papers will show that the parties have been com-—
pelled, notwithstanding their strict legal richts, perhaps, if
it were pressed, to have that timber under the terms of the
original license, to pay a further sum of money. I will
ask the House not to prejudge the case, because it is wrong
that people’s interests should be discussed without a full
understanding of the case. The papers will be brought
down at once.

Mr. BLAKE. Mr. Speaker; I am obliged to my hon,
friend’s assistant in discharging the duties of his office for
vouchsafing some further information than the hon. gentle-
man chose to vouchsafe, or perhaps than he knew. I am
sure none of us supposed, from what the hon. Superintendent
General of Indian Affairs stated, that the question was
settled. We were told that Mr. Plummer, in consequence
of these representations, had been called upon to make a
report, and that we would hear all about it. Now, it
appears that the whole matter is settled, the sum h:us been
fixed, and, on the payment of this additional sum, Mr.
Marks and his colleagues are to have this license continued.
Perhaps it was indiscreet for the hon. gentleman to better
the instructions and give more full information that the
somewhat older Parliamentarian who assists him in the
discharge of the duties of the Indian Depariment was dis-

{ f)osed to give. At all events, we are obliged to him for
e

tting us know that there is no necessity for the poor

who hold the license, Messrs, Farijana & Marks, between Indiansto come down to Ottawa, because the hon. gentle-

Sir JorNn A, MACDONALD,
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man has decided the case, whether fairly or unfairly to
them, I do not know. It is true that it is not very easy to
bribe persons by making them pay money, but it is very
easy to givo them a great favour by letting them have pro-
perty at half or a quarter its price.

Motion agreed to.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY LOCATION.

Mr. BLAKE. I will move a motion which is similar to
the motion I moved at an early part of last Session, with a
view of .obtaining the information up to this time, showing
the condition of the railway, I move for a map or maps,
showing :—1. The location of the Canadian Pacific Railway,
so far as approved or constructed. 2. Its location so far as
})roposed to Government, but not yet approved. 3. The
ocation ot any branches constructed, and of any now con-
templated by the company, so far as the Governmeut is
advised. 4. The lands set apart for the company, but not
yeot granted. 5.yThe lands granted. 6, The lands applied
for, but not yet set apart., As I said, it is verbatim the
motion of last Session.

. Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Mr. Speaker, the information
asked for in this motion wiil be promptly furnished.
Motion agreed to.

ALLOWANCES TO CANADIAN MANUFACTURES
REQUIRED BY THE CANADIAN PACIFIC
RAILWAY,

Mr. BLAKE moved for all correspondence, reports and
Orders in Council not covered by the Address of last Ses-
sion, relating to the allowances proposed to be paid to the
Canadian manufacturers of certain goods required by the
Capadian Pacific Railway; of all applieations for such
allowance, and correspondenco in connection therewith; a
statement of tho calculations on which the allowances have
been based, and the estimate in detail of the probable sums
payable out of the Treasury in respect of each class of goods,
assuming them to be made in Canada, to the extent of
the compapy’s requirements, and of the ad valorem per
centage of all allowances on each such class. He said:
This-also is a copy «f a motion which the House approved
of last Session, but to which no return has yet been
made, and to which, I presume, the Minister of Customs
will lay the return on the Table at an early day.
He has been good enough to make the intimaticn to
me that what is propored in this Address would be
somewhat bulky, and I venture to make publicly the sug-
gestion which 1 made to him privately, in answeiing that
intimation, that if the other return is ready, as I presume
itis, and if it is laid on the Table at once, I would be able
to arrange for the elimination of auy portion of the inform-
ation songht by this motion which would not ‘be essential
to the obvious public purpose; which the motion is designed
to serve.

Mr. BOWELL. There is no objection to the motion
As intimated by the hon. gentleman who made the motion,
it wonld take some little time to propare the papers. I
was .under the impression, if my recollection serves me
aright, that I did furnish a synopsis, if I may so term it, or
extract of the information asked for by the hon. gentleman
atthe last Session of Parliament, It hasescaped my recollec-
tion as to whether full details were presented, but if not, I
will make enquiry at once and see that it is attended to.
Bat if the hon. gentleman requires, as he has intimated,
all the information asked for in the motion just
made, it would take some little time to prepare the
return. I may mention - to the Houke, as I
did to the hon. gentleman, that there are no less
than 220 of these claims, and in connection with many
of them there has been a great deal of correspondence. So

far as the Departmant is concerned, we should much prefer
that the whole correspondence should be laid before the
House, as it will then be seen that the greatest possible care
has been taken, and that no more has been paid under these
claims than they are absolutely entitled to by law.

Mr. BLAKE. I am a little disappointed at the Lon.
gentleman’s statement, because he will remember that at
the close of last Session he showed me what was-called a
return to the last motion, and it was found there was some
misunderstanding on the part of some of his officers by
which they had misapprehended the motion, and it was
really no answer at all—it was not presented. The under-
standing was that the recess would bo utilized —I think the
expression was to the prejudice of all other business—to
prepare these roturns. I am afraid the recess has not boen
ESO utilized, and I do hope we will get the papers carly this

ession.

Mr. BOWELL. Just as early as they can be written up
and copied.

Motion agreed to.

. GRINDING IN BOXND.

Mr. BLAKE moved for copies of all Orders in Council,
departmental orders not covered by the Order of last
Session, on the subject of grinding in bond, or of the regula-
tions for grinding in bond, or for the import of wheat and
flour of United States growth or manufacture; also for all
correspondence with the anthorities of the United States on
the subject of transport of Canadian wheat into or through
the United States, and of all regulations of the United
States Customs authorities atfecting such transport. And
also, for copies of all correspondence not covered by the
Order of last Session, with reference to frauds upon the
Customs in the export of Canadian wheat or flour, in satis-
faction or bonds given on the importation of United Statcs
wheat or flour; all reports, evidenco and departmental
action upon such frauds ; statement of the extent thereof,
names of the parties concerned, and & statement of the
action of the Department thereon. He said: This also is a
consolidatior of two motions which were made last Session,
to one, and perhaps to both, of which I believe returns are
yet wanted. :

Mr. PATERSON (Brant). Would the hon. Minister say
whether there is any change in the regulation with refer-
ence to the equivalent of bushels of wheat to the barrel of
flour from what existed some time ago; and if so, what
the equivalent is now ?

Mr. BOWELL. There has been no change in the Order
in Council gince it was brought down last Session ; conse-
quently, the equivalect in flour has not received any con-
sideration.

Motion agreed to,
THE HIGH COMMISSIONER OF CANADA.

Mr. BLAKE, in moving for copies of all Orders in
Council, correspondence, commissions and instructions
touching the appointment of the present High Commissioner
of Canada in London ; and touching the discharge of the
duties of the Minister of Railways during his absence
in England as High Commissioner; and touching
the discharge of the duties of the High Commissioner
during his absence in Canada as Minister ¢f Railways,
said : It will be within the recollection of the House that
during the course of last Session it was considered an open
secret that the Minister of Railways was to becomeHigh Com-
missioner. I made enquiry on that subjoct, and the right hon.
gentleman answered mein a diplomatic manner, by inform-
ing me that no offer had been made to the hon. genttleman,
and consequently there had been no accoptance of the offer.
Of course, an understanding had been reachbod, because,
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shortly after, the hon. gentleman himself, at an eatertainment ! hie does it—or at all ovents he tried to doit. Then, as I

which- was given to the gentleman recontly -deposed,
I regret to observe—I refer to Mr. Mousseau, late Prime
Minister of the Province of Quebec—quite safficiently
indicated that his existing relations with the party to
which he is an ornament, were about to be severed. Well,
that was the state of things, so far as the public were
informed, at the close of the Session, and immediately
after the close of the Session an announcement was
made that that state of things had been changed;
and that while the hon. gentloman wae about to
assume the office of High Commissioner, he was also to
retain the offico of Minister of Railways. Now, I think,
that when an arrangement of this kind was made, it was
not an unreasonable thing to expect that the earliest oppor-
tunity wounld be taken of making an explanation to the House
of the reasons for the change—if it was a change—and the
arrangement which was substituted for the original one, for
no doubt it was an important substitution. We may diffor as
to the constitutional propriety, as to the convenience of that
arrapgement ; but, whether we differ or no, thore can be no
doubt whatever that it is an innovation on our practice, and
one of sufficient consequence to entitle us, I think, to
explanations upon it. I do not intend, at the present
moment, to dn more than to ask for those explanations, and
to indicate, in the briefest possible way, the points
upon which 1 think, mainly, they ought to be given.
1t seems to me that is the more proper course. Ia the first
place, there is the question of the relation of the High Com-
missioner of Canada to the particular membevs of tho Ad-
ministration. He is the agont of the Administration at
large, but be is also the agent of the various Ministers to
whom, individually, he has been in the habit in the past of
referring. We have before us instructions given to Sir
Alexander Galt, as High Commissioner. 1t will be remem-
bered that with respect to the negotiations with France,
and I rather think with Spain also, he received instructions
from the Minister of Finance. The Minister wrote tho
Commissioner a letter, which is published, instructing him
what te do. The Commissioner went and did not do it, but
[ supposo the failure was not his fault—he tried to do it.
The Commissioner reported to the Minister of Finance what
he had done under his instructions. He reported to the Minis-
ter of Agriculture what he had done upon the subject of immi-
gration, and I dare say to other hon. Ministers also, with res-
pect to matters on which, under theirdirection, he had acted
for their different Departments. It seems to me it is
unfortunate that hon. Ministers should pay so little regard to
those reports that, 83 we have learned to-day, they really
do not know whether they have been made or not; that an
hon. Minister was not in a position, although two days’ notice
was given of the motion for the production of the Lord
High Commissioner’s reports, to tell whether there are any
“reports or not. ' We do not know whether some subordinate,
some deputy-chief, has put reports from the Commissioner
away in some dusty pigeon-hole. Whether the memory
of the hon. Minister of Agriculiure has become oblivious,
we do not know; but the fact remains that he does not
know whether reports have been made by the High Com-
missioner either to various hon, Ministers or to one
hon. Minister. As to the Commissioner acting un.
der the directions, and carrying out the views of
various hon. Ministers, I suggest that the position of
an hon. gentleman who is also himself ono of the
hon. Ministers, is exceedingly peculiar, It is an
inconsistent position, as it scems to me; it is a position of
servant and of collcague as well. As a Minister, he is
equally responsible, according to the theory of our Ccnstitu-
tion—however imperfoectly that theory may work in
England and with us to-day—with other members of the
Government for all that is done; but as Commissioner, he
acte under orders; he is told to go, and he goes ; do this, and
Mr, BrLakEk,

have said, our system is one theoretically of undivided
responsibility, unless that responsibility is purged, of course,
by the Government at large declining to accept it, and we
know in that case the result to iodividual members; and I
have said that this system is imperfectly worked both in
England and here. Practically our systcm of responsibility
is largely a departmental one, Both the House and the
country at large are very much disposed to hold
individual Ministers very largely responsible for tho
conduct of their Departments, Large questions there are,
as the First Minister said the other day, in regard to which
therefore, it is not inconvenient he should often direct ; but
a First Minister has a very special tosponsibility, and which,
this statement of the hon. gentleman is incidentally a proot’
of my present proposition, that there is a great number of
questions in respect of which a Minister acts independently,
and in respect to these, neither the House nor the country
is disposed to look very harshly upon undivided responsibi-
lity butis disposed Lo judge of the individual Minister. The
punishment to-day for breach or neglect of duty, for error
or misjudgment and for whatever may be called politieal
crime or political action, which is objected to, is a loss of
confidence by the House and tbe country; and it is, there-
fore, of great consequence that a Minister should be, as far
as circumstances will at all permit, in a position in which
he can discharge the duties of his office, that he
may do them, and be held to that responsibility to which I
refer, I may be told that when he does nol perform them,
somebody else does. It is quite true there are acting Minis-
ters. The Minister of Agriculture knows how that is done
—that it is done in a perfunctory sort of way. We know
how it was done with respect to the location of the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway last summer, during the absence of the
Minister of Railways temporarily. We know all aboutit: I
should not say we know all about it, but we know enough
about it to be able to judge with regard to it. It isa mode
of doing business which is unsatisfactory. Itis fitting that
the Minister of Agriculture should take charge of immigra-
tion and statistics; that the Minister of Railways should
take care of his own Department; acd arrangements by
which acting Ministers take charge are arrangements only
to be tolerated as arrangemecnts of & temporary cha-.
racter, due either to illness or temporary absence on public
business, necessitating the mnon-performance of the duties
of the office by the hon. Minister who is responsible. It is
quite different to make an arrangement of this description
under which an hon. Minister leaves the House and the
country bafore the Session is over and returns just about in
time for this Session, being absent during an intervalin
which important questions with rospect to the great rail-
way which forms the main subject of tbis Department,
were to be rettled ; questions of the route through the
Rocky Mountains, for instance ; the settlement of the passes,
of the financial standing of the company, of the guarantee
—the papers in regard to which we hope will be brought
down in a few moments—and other questions of very great
importance, all of which we have not fully before us at this
time, Isay it is of great consequence for the practical
good working of the Constitution, for the realization of
that measure of responsibility upon which the efficacy of
re-ponsible Government depends, that hon. Ministers charged
with Dopartments should, as a rale, subject to as foew excep-
tions as possible, perform the duties assigned them ; and
the absence of the Minister of Railways during the whole
recess practically ie, in the circumstances under which he
has been absent, not consistent with the Constitution as we
understand it, and its practical good working. Then the
Session comes and this daal officer cannot be in two places
at once, not being an Irishman or & bird, and he leaves
London and comes here. What is to become of the High
Commissionership ? We are told it is a very important
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office, and one of growing importance ; that it is an office
which requires the ablest men and their utmost energies to
discharge the duties. But the High Commissioner deserts
his office in the month of December, comes out to Canada
and will remain here some months, four or five months, no
doubt, elapsing from the time of his leaving his
office until his return. There is nearly half the
year, therefore, during which we have no Commissioner. We
have not an acting Commissioner, and there is only a clerk
to discharge all the important duties. ~'What! Are all the
eggs addled ? What about all the commercial treaties we
have heard about during recent vears? Is nothing going
to happen? When I ventured to make a suggestion in re-
gard to the office, I was told that there was not a moment
on which a treaty was not on the carpet ; that it was neces-
sary to have a man rcady to take advantage of the first
opportune moment, and that an important concession by
France had been lost by twenty-four hours delay. Yet the
High Commissioner is here and can only act in London by
cable. ‘Thus, I have stated as briefly as possible, the diffi-
culties, and the House is entitled to explanations as to the
arrangement completed after the close of last Session, and
now in force, nnder which the same person fills the office of
Minister of Railways and High Commissioner of Canada.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. There can be no objection,
of course, to this motion, and the Government will be very
glad to bring down any papers covered by it. The hon.
gentleman objects very much to my hon. friend holding the
two positions. One, that of hon. Minister of Railways, will,
I believe, be a tolerably permanent position—for I think he
may be expected to hold it for some years, if he chooses—
and the other of a more temporary nature. When Sir
Alexander Galt sent in his resignation as High Commis-
sioner, it was found absolutely necessary that some person
should be on the spot in England, on account of some mat-
ters which were of pressing importance, or threatened to be
of pressing importance, and that, therefore, the Government
should have an officer there at once. The Government
asked Sir Charles Tupper to go to England for that purpose,
and go be did. The arrangement in the first place was of
a temporary npature, and it is not yet of a per-
manent nature ; but it was of very great importance
that he should go to England, as I have already stated. 1
think that the fact—the happy fact, the accidental fact, for
which, of course, we cannot take any credit—the happy
accident of my hon. friend having accepted the office of
High Commissioner at my request, enabled us by his
peculiar knowledge, professional and otherwise, to save the
trade of Canada from a very great loss. I think we cannot
over-estimate the value of the assistance rendered by him
as High Commissioner in the saving of the cattle trade of
Canada. As we are perhaps the only country which con-
tinues that trade with England, the gain has undoubtedly
been a very great one. It is quite true that a Minister is,
as a general rule, bound to perform his dutics by person and
in person, but after all it is a question of confidence in the
Government. So far as the Government is concerned, it is a
question for them to see that the duties of the different Depart-
ments are thoroughly well performed. I believe the Minister
of Railways, enjoyed, and still enjoys, the confidence of the
country and of the majority of this House as Minister of
Railways. I believe also, that my hon. friend, the
Minister of Agriculture, who performed the duties of Acting
Minister of Railways, epjoys that confidence. We
knew perfectly well that when this important business
called away Sir Charles Tapper, for a time, from Canads,
my hon. friend the Minister of Agriculture, on account
of his well-known acquaintance with everything connected
with railway matters, was peculiarly fitted to perform the
daties of the Department of Railways in Sir Charles Tap-
per’s absence. I believe that the results have shown that

every duty has been attended to; that there has been no
injury or prejudice to the public service in the hands of
my hon, friend, the Acting M nister of Railways; thut
he has performed his duty well and wisely; and
I bave no doubt that the Minister of Railways, when he left
Canada, knew he was leaving his Department in the hands
of a colleague in whom he had the utmost and most thorough
confidence. When the papers are brought down, I have no
doubt that this discussion will be renewed. I do not see,
however, that there is anything in the argument of the in-
consistency of my hon. friend being & member of the Gov-
ernment as Minister of Railways, and being an officer of
the Governmcnt, while in England as Lord Iligh Com.
missioner,

Some hon. MEMBERS., Hear, hear.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. - As the hon. gentleman
opposite has conferred the peerage upon my hon. friend
the Ministor of Railways, I can only give my humble
sanction {o the bestowal of that honour. It would, perhaps,
be improper to unite these two offices for a series of years,
bat for a temporary purpose there is no inconsistency. The
hon. gentleman knows that it is a matter of practice in
England. There was no inconsistency in Lord Beacons-
field, or the Marquis of Salisbury, going {o Berlin, orin
Lord John Russell, a member of the Administration in
England, taking part in the Treaty of Vienns, afier the
Crimean war, when he was Prime Minister and Minister of
Foroign Aflairs, and when, as we all remember, his ac'ion
as Minister at Vienna was repudiated by the Government of
which he was a member, the result being that tho Vienna
Treaty, which was ratified by him, was not ratified by tho
English Government. The question of inconsistency was
never raised, for it was frequently the case in England.
My hon. friend’s knowledge of parliamentary and govern-
mental history will enable him to supply from his memory
innumerable instances of members of the Cabinet going on
such missions, some of rather a protracted character, and
keeping their positions in the Government of England
while acting as servants or officers of the joint Administra-
tion abroad. It really, after all, is a question of fitness—
each instance must be governed by its own circumstance.
It may be that the Minister is, perhaps, the very best
person in the public interest to relieve these officors for a
time, and allow them to leave headquarters and go
abroad on special missions for the good of their country.
In this case, it is simply & question of whether it was really
in the interest of Canada at the time, that my hon. friend
should consent to go to England. 1 do not wish to draw
on discuseion just now, but 1 shall just read a portion of the
Minute of the Council under which my hon. friend wag
appointel.

Mr. MACKENZIE., Does the hon. g ntleman know of
apy case in which a British Minister was sont as rosident
ambassador to a foreign court ?

Sir JOIIN A. MACDONALD. As a resident ambassa-
dor ?

Mr. MACKENZIE. Yes.
ambassador.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. 1 recall onc case, that of
Lord Castlereagh, a member of the Government, who went
in 1814 to Vienna and remained as Minister during a wholo
year. He was not nominally a resident ambassa-
dor, but he was resident there for a whole year,
settling the treaties consequent upon the fall of
Napoleon. There are other instances, though I cannot re-
call them to my recollection at this moment, but I am sure
I can farnish my hon. friend many instapces of the kind.
The Minute of Counei] states;

The hon. gentleman was our
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¢ QOn a report of the 30th of May, 1883, from ths Right Hon. Sir Joha
Macdonald, stating that it would be necessary to appoint a High Com-
missioner in London in place of Sir Alexander Galt, whose resignation
takes effact on the 30th of June, and that Sir Charles Tupper bad con-
sented to go to Eugland to perform the duties of the office at present,
without salary, Sir John Macdonald recommends that Sir Charles
Tupper b : appointed High Commissioner.”’

The commission framed on that Order in Council will be
brought down, together with all the papers on the subject,
and then if the hon. gentleman wishes to discuss the con-
stitutional point and the expediency of carrying out the
cast-iron rule that a Minister should not leave the country,
then I will quite willingly discuss the matter and abide by
any decision which the House may arrive at.

Mr. BLAKE. I never proposed to lay down tho cast-
iron rule that a Minister should not leave his office for any
purpose. The hon. gentleman knows that he may challenge
the opinion of the House on the question, for I do not know
that a year has elapsed when Ministers have not left their
offices; and we know that last year there was a perfect
§ulaxy of Ministers in London at one time. For that reason

purposely abstained from raising that point. I donotsay
that there should not be a temporary absence for some par-
ticular parpose of health or public business; but the hon.
gentleman has obviously felt that there is a difficulty—in
fact, an impossibility—of justifying this arrangement as a
permanent arrangement, for he has told us that it would be
inexpedient a8 a permaneat arrangement, and he justifies
it only as a temporary arrangement, He says further
that it is perhaps inexpedient that thore should be
an absence for a year, or during the whole period of
tho recess; but he says it is a question to be decided
in each case by the circumstances; and when
very serious public reasons called for the selection of a
successor to our late High Commissioner, who was to
proceed to England at once—and called, of course, for the
selection of this particular person as the successor—he was
justified in bis opinion in proceeding. But the hon.
gentleman went on tosay that he would give us informa-
tion as 1o the reasons for this appointment; and he
read us an extract from an Order in Council which gave
no such information. When he came to state the results of
the hon. gentleman’s mission, they were such as he
described them to-day; and great as they may havo been,
remarkable as they may have been, wonderful as they may
havo been, they wero those which the hon. gentleman
did  not take credit for forosecing when he sent
Sir Charles Tupper to England. It was not because
he foresaw that there would be a difficulty about
the live cattle trade that he sent the Minister
of  Ruilways—I beg Lis pardon, the High
Commissioner; I am afraid we shall got into 2 number of
difficulties of this kind this Session—that he sent the High
Commissioner to England to display his knowledge of ana-
tomy with relation to four-footed as well as two-footed
animals. What was it for, then ? What were the public,
moving causcs which led to an arrangement which the hon.
gentleman indicates is merely temporary, to be justified only
by somespecial reason ? We have not heard them yet. Bat the

hon, gentleman says: I will give you plenty of precedents—

Lord Beaconsfield was at Berlin, Lord Salisbury at Berlin,
and Lord Rassell at Vienna, and Lord Castlereagh was at
Vienna at an earlior period. Baut all thesoe cases were diffe-
rent, As the bon. member for East York (Mr. Mackenzie)
pointed out, none of thoce gentlemen took offices under the
Government, at all capable of being likened to the office of
Canadian High Commissioner, as created by our Statute,
and as related 10 the Departments of Government. - When
Lord Beaconsfield went to Berlin, was he to make a
report to the analogue of the hon. Minister of
Agriculture, who shows such ‘little respect to our
ligh Commissioner that he does mnot know whethor
Sir JouNn A. MACDONALD.

he has received his report or not? Did either Linrd Raussell
or Liord Castlereagh occupy such a position that a single
Minister was to tell them what negotiations they were to
undertake, or what they were to do? They oscupied the
highest places which a man ean fill in the service of his
country, except that of First Minister—and one of them
was First Minister—the position of plenipotentiary acting on
behalf of the country to complete a treaty—a transaction
temporary in its nature, and of the highest possible con-
sequence. The hon, gentleman says one of the members
remained & long time. It is true, Lord Castlereagh re-
mained a long time—because we know the condition of the
continent at that time, when the question of the Holy
Alliance was under counsideration; we know the great con-
valsions that appertained to that time; wa know the difficul-
ties of the settlement over the Napoleonic relations ; we know
that there were great difficulties about precedence ; we know
there was a great deal for that diplomatist to do, and he
took a great deal more time in which to do it than wonld
be required to-day. Not at this conference, but at one in the
Low Covuntries, were the difficulties such that it had to
be held in a room with twelve entrances and a round table,
80 that there should be no gquestion of precelectice. But
what we have to deal with is something of a mure modern
time; and if the hon. gentleman can farnish no apter pre-
cedent for the duties he has imposed on the High Commis-
sioner of Canada than those he has cited, he has entirely
failed in justifying, by precedent, if precedent were to justify,
this transaction; and I doubt very much whether, when
the papers come down, they will furnish more justifieation
for it than his oral statement has done, or whether
a further ventilation of the subject will prove this to have
been a more expedient or constitutional course than it is
shown to have becn.

Mntion agreed to.

ir. BLAKE moved for copies of all correspondence
relating to any payments, claims or allowances on any
account whatever in respect of the office of High Commis-
sioner, not already brought down, and separate statements,
in detail, with dates and sums of sll payments made on any
such accounts in respect of the office, during its tenure by
Sir A. T. Galt, and by the present incumbent respectively,
and an estimate, in detail, of all sums payable on any such
aecounts, up to this date, and yet unpaid ; also, for copies of
correspondence as to the letting of a residence for the High
Commissioner, and statement of the terms and of the rums
payable for rent, taxes and other charges, in resp:ct of such
residence and the date of the letting.

Motion agreed to.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY GUARANTEE,

Sir CHARLES TUPPER presented a message fiom His
Excellency the Governor General.

Mr. SPEAKER read the Message, as follows : —

LaANSDOWNE.

The Governor General tranimits to the House of Commeons for its
information, correspondence relating to the guarantee by the Govern-
ment of interest on the stock of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company,
i? thi;stsgxeans might be provided for the completion of the work by

&y, . .

GoverNMENT House,
OTTAWA, 25th Jauary, 1834.”

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the a ljourcmsnt ot
the House.

. Motion agreed to; and (at G o’clock, p. m.) the House ad-
journed, ‘ ’ '
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HOUSE OF COMMONS.
MoNDAY, 28th January, 1884.
The SpeEarEr took the Chair at Three o’clock.

PrAYERS. -~
LANGTRY »s. DUMOULIN.

A Petition was read from C. and H. D. Gamble and
others praying that the Clerk of the House may be ordered
to attend wtih certain Journals and Records before the
Master in Chancery in Ottawa, in the matter of Langtry, et
al, vs. Dumoalin.

Mr. WILLIAMS moved that the petition be now read
and received.,

Motion agreed to.

Mr. WILLIAMS moved that leave be given to the proper
officer to. attend in accordance with the prayer of the
said petitioners, '

Motion agreed to.

BILL INTRODUCED.

u The following Bill was introduced and read the first
ime :— -

Bill (No. 17) to repeal an Act respecting the Sale of
Intoxicating Liguors, and the issue of Licenses therefor,—
(M. Cameron, Huron.)

PERSONAL EXPLANATION,

Mr. BOWELL. Before the Orders of the Day are called
I desire to explain that I misunderstood the question put to
me by the hon. member for Brant (Mr. Paterson) on Friday
last, in reference to the equivalent of wheat for a barrel of
flour. I understood him to ask whether any change had
been made in the Order in Council with reference to the
exportation of Canadian flour as an equivalent for American
flour, and consequently the answer which I gzave was not
corrcet. A change was made increasing the quantity which
woald be taken as an equivalent for the American flour, and
this was done on account of representations which were
made to the Government that the wheat of this year would
not produce as much flour as that of former years.

Mr. MACKENZIE. What was the change ?

Mr. BOWELL. I think the difference was about ten
pounds.

SECOND READING.

The following Bill was read the second time :—
Bill (No. 9) to amend the several Acts relating to the
Toronto, Grey and Bruce Railway Company.—(Mr. Kilvert.)

PAYMENTS ON SETTLERS' LANDS.

Mr. FARROW enquired, Will the Government extend
the time for payment to the settlers on lands in
Manitoba ? If so, what length of time will be given, and
what rate of interest charged ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. It is not the present
intention of the Government to change the time, but each
case will be dealt with on its own merite.

GOVERNMENTAL EXPRESS SYSTEM.

Mr, FARROW enquired, Is it the intention of the
Government to mature & scheme whereby they will take the
express business of the country into their hands in con-
nection with the Post Office business ?

Mr. CARLING. It is not the present intention of the
Government to mature such a scheme,

TWO CENT LETTER POSTAGE.

Mr. FARROW enquired, Is it the intention of the
Government, this Session, to reduce the rate of postage
on letters from three cents to two cents, as adopted in the
United States ?° :

Mr. CARLING. The matter is now under consideration.

THE VOLUNTEERS OF 1837.

Mr. CAMERON (Huron) enquired, Has the Govern
ment had under consideration the valuable services ren-
dered to the country by the Volunteers of 1837, with & view
of recognizing in some substantial way such services?
If so, what conclusion has been arrived at?

Mr.CARON. The Government have not yet arrived at
any conclusion on the question.

GREAT AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN SHORT LINE
RAILWAY.

Mr. MocISAAC enquired, Whether any arrangement has
been made between the Government and the Great
American and European Short Line Railway Company,
to settle the unpaid claims of contractors and labourers for
work done on the line of railway between Oxford and New
Glasgow for the said company? If so, when will such
claims be paid ? If no such arrangement has been made, is
the Minister of Railways in a position to state whether and
when payment can be expected ?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. The Government have not
made any arrangement to settle these claims, and I am not
in a position to state whether or when any such payments
can be expected ?

NEGOTIATIONS OF COMMERCIAL TREATIES.

Mr. BLAKE moved for copies of all Orders in Council,
correspondence and despatches touching the negotiations of
commercial treaties, conventions or arrangements in which
Canada is interested, and of all reports of the High
Commisgioner on the subject not already brought down;
and particularly of all such Sapers relating to France,
Spain, Brazil, Cuba or the United States. He said: It
will be in . the recollection of the House that during
last Session, in the debate on the Budget, the hon. the
Minister of Finance adverted to this general topic. He
pointed out that, within three or four weeks before the
time at which he wus then speaking, an influential deputa-
tion had waited on the Government in reference to the
extension of our trade with the West Indies. He said:

‘‘Instead of asking Parliament, at the present time, to reduce the
duty upon sugar or molasses, we propose to continue the enquiries we
entered upon some time since with the view of exending trade with the
West India Colonies. We have, in the past, experienced considerable
difficulties, because these Oolonies have very little revenue to spare. We
find them anxious that we should give favourable consideration to their
productions, but when we ask for a reduction of the duty on Osnadian
products, they hesitate, because they find it difficult to surrender the
necessary revenue. In reference to Ouba, we proposed to the Spani
Government, throngh the High Commissioner in London, to ask Parlia-
ment for a subsidy for a steamer to agy between (Oanada and
Caba under the French flag, we paying subsidy, if tbe products
of Canada would be admitted on the terms which are extende. to im-
ports under the Spanish flag. That proposition, after some considera-
tion, was refused. Other propositions have been before the Spanish
Government for some time, and down to the present time they have not
been successful, although, unlike the proposition in reference to sub-
sidizing a steamer nnder the French flag, they have not refused them,
and they are still under consideration. I can say, on behalf of the
Government, that it is their intention during the recess to enter into
nag:emtion with the West India Islands, and other sugar producing and
€0/ producing countries, to see whether any arrangement can be
made by which we would be justified in submitting to Parliament, when
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we next assemble, reducing the duty on sugar and molasses on receiv-
ing as an equivalent for it & reduction of duty on the natural products
and manufactures of Canada. In addition to that, we have been endea-
vouring to negotiate arran, nts with France by which the products
of Canada may be admitted on more favourable terms than they are at
resent. Down to the prerent time, while the negotiations are not
roken off but are still continued, we have not been successful, and I
desire here and at this time to state, on behalf ofthe Government, that, if
wefail to makesatisfactory arrangements with Governments that donot
place the products—the natural products and manufactures—of Canada
on equal terms with those of any other country, we will ask Parliament
at the next Bession to impose a duty of 10 per cent. additional on their
products until they grant us such terms. This is the policy of the Gov-
ernment with reference to these questions. ”
For some time past we have been moving for papers indicat-
ing the ;i‘rogress of the various negotiations which (Freceded
those which the hon. gentleman has mentioned in this
speech ; and a motion was also made for papers with refer-
- ence to the negotiations down to that time. That address
has not been answered, so far as I can ascertain, and I hope
we shall have a clean breast of it, and a statement made of
the papers with reference to any such negotiations as are
closed temporarily or permanently. Ofcourse, I can under-
stand the inconvenience of bringing down papers with refer-
ence to negotiations which are actively pending ; but if they
are practically, if not formally, abandoned, there would seem
to be no difficulty about bringing down the papers ; aad it is
important that we should know how we stand. I hope, also,
that the return will embrace all the papers consequent on
the declaration of war which the hon. gentleman thought
fit to make in the concluding passage of this speech ; and
that we shall learn, by the papers, or otherwise, how far the
step which he announced in this public manner he was
about to take has been productive of a more favourable con-
sideration of his propositivns than they had heretofore
received. I thought then, and I think still, that it would
have been a more prudent and politic course on his part
to inform the Governments of these countries privately that
hefwould feel it his duty to propose such a2 step in case he
did not conclude the negotiations by next Session, than to
make a public statement in Parliament of the character to
which I have alluded. But itis possible that the course
taken by the hon. gentleman may have produced effects
which milder measures wonld not have produced. With
these views I make this motion.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. There can be no objection to
the general proposition contained in this motion; but I
would call the attention of the hon. gentleman to a paper
laid on the Table of the House last Session showing the
negotiations which had taken place with Servia, Belgium,
and Germany, Roumania, Ecuador, Morocco, Egypt, Men-
tenegro and Jamaica. At thattime the Secretary of State
for the Colonies, in answer to a communication from the
Governor General, stated :

‘¢ There exists no objection to the publication of correspondence that
-has taken place with referemce to commercial tremties concernin
Jamaica, Germany and Belgium. As eorrespondence is never furnisheg
which has reference to negotiations still under discussion without the
“eongent of the Foreign Power with whom the treaty is being made, it
"would be necessary to obtain from the Governments of Franceand Spain
their consent to the publication of any correspondence which has taken
place on the Bubject of tresties, and 1 suggest that the placing.of such
papers ‘on the Table of the Dominion House of Commons be delayed
until the matters still under discuasion are brought to a final conelusion.”’
-I may state to the hon. member that the negotiations
“with Spain have not yet been brought to a conclusion.
- Further negotiation took place between the High Commis-
-sioner and the Government of France, which for the time
-being did terminate the correspondence; but there is no
~doubt that, on the return of the High Commissioner to
England, the negotiations with Spain will be continued, and
-the negotiations with France will Erobably re-open. How-
ever, 1 think it probable that the correspondence with
. France may be in such a position that, without violating
1he conditions laid down in this despatch, it may be laid
“before Parliament.

“Motion agreed to.
Mr, BraAxz:

JUDICTAL SALARIES.

Mr. VAIL, in moving for copies of any correspondence
on the subject of the increase or re-adjustment of the
Jjudicial salaries, said: It will be remembered by all who
were present last Session, when the resolution providing for
the salary of an additional Judge of the Appeal Court of
Ontario was before the House, that the hon, First Minister
stated that some pressure had been brought to bear on the
Government for the increase of the Judges' salaries of
Ontario and Montreal ; and I inferred from that statement
that some correspondence had taken place on the subject.
The hon. First Minister further stated that the Govern-
meni, during the recess, would take the matter into
their consideration, and that they would be prepared,
at this Session, to introduce some measure, or make some
proposition with regard to it, for the approval of Parlia-
ment, The right hon. gentleman led us to believe that
the salaries of the Judges of Ontario and Quebec were
t00 low; and he rather intimated that there was a difficulty
about increasing the salaries of those Judges without pro-
viding for similarly increasing the salaries of the Judges of
the different Provinces. 1 can easily understand that. I
can also understand that some of the Judges of Ontario may
be very much overworked; but increasing their salaries
will not remedy that. I find, by the Public Accounts, that
the amount paid during the past year for the Administration
of Justice, including pensions and miscellaneous, was about
$670,000. Now, that appears to be a very large sum,
and asum which, if properly distributed, would provide
satisfactory salaries for the Judges of all the Provinces. Of
course, the right hon. gentleman did not intimate to us
what measure he proposed to bring down to Parliament
this Session; but I am rather inclined to think
that the country will hardly be willing to submit to fur-
ther taxation to increase the gross amount now paid to the
judiciary. 1Itis just possible that if some of the Judges in
the larger Provinces are overworked, there may be some
who are underworked; and I hope that the Government,
in any measure which they bring before the House,

will consider whether, without increasing the sum
total, they cannot—and I have mno doubt it would
be a very popular move, by reducing the salaries

of those Judges in the larger Provinces, who have
not & great deal of work—increase the salaries of Judges in
the Maritime Provinces, in, order to put them on a proper
and fair footing with the Judges of the larger Provinces. I
never could see the reason why the Judges of the Supreme
Court of Nova Scotia should be placed in an inferior
position to the Judges of the other Provinces, with regard
to salary, Ido not make this motion with the view of
bringing on a debate at present. If the correspondence is
in such a state that it can be brought down, or if there has
been farther correspondence since the last prorogation of
Parliament, I think the House ought to be put in possession
of it, so that hon. members may see on what the Judges
base their claim for an increase of their salaries.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, My hon friend’s motion
is very general. He moves for any correspondence on the
subject of salaries, I suppose there ought to be some limit
a8 to date,

Mr. VAIL. Any correspondence which has taken place
ginoe last Session and since the Session previous.

Mr. BLAKE. Since the 1st January, 1882,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Very well. The hon,
gentleman says it would be very popular in the country if a
slice were taken off the salaries of the Judges of Ontario
and attached to those of the Judges of the Maritime
Provinces. I dare say it would be popularin some portions
of the Dominion, but I am not quite sure that it would be
popular in the Province of Ontario, The hon. gentleman
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says he counld never understand why the salaries of the Nova
Scotia Judges should be less than those of the Judges in
Ountario and Quebec. 1 donot know that it is necessary for
us to discuss that point now, for it was fully argued and set-
tled—and they, nodoubt, gave good reasons—Dby the Govern-
ment of which the hon. gentleman was a distinguished
member. -
Motion, as amended, agreed to.

HOME AND INDIAN INSTRUCTION FARMS.

Mr. CAMERON (Huron). I desire to getsome informa-
tion from the Government with respect to the management,
for the last fow years, of the home and instruction Indian
farms of the North-West Territories; the measure of
success which has attended that experiment, and the cost,
a8 near as possible, to the country. I observe, in the report
of the Department, that severai of the agents have pro-
nounced the farms a failure, and have recommended that
they be closed up, and also that some of them have been
closed. For instance, the farm. at Riviére du Barre was
recommended to be closed one and one-half years ago; the
farm at Saddle Lake was also recommended to be closed by
Mr. Wadsworth, in his report to the Commissioner of Indian
A ffairs in the North-West Territories madein 1882 ; farm 24,
on Fish Creek, is also, I believe, closed, although it has been,
in some measare, a successful one. Mr. Wadsworth does
1ot mention the grounds of this recommendation, but if my
memory serves me right he has recommended the closing
of this farm. Mr. MacDonnell, Indian Agent at Regina,
says he has closed up farms numbers one and two under
Treaty number four. Upon the whole, I gather from the
report that all the farms, or a large number of them, are
either closed up or about to be closed. I have not been
able to find in the report what reasons actnated the
North-West officials in recommending this line of action,
and am therefore desirous of getting information on the
subject. I am told that the farm at Dudley, and the farm at
Battleford, and that at Qu’Appelle, have been closed this
last year. Now, I desire to know the reasons for this
course, and how far the experiment made—in my judgment
a good and wise experiment—has been successful; and what
has become of, or what is intended to be done with the
large staff of officials necessarily connected with those
farms, I am also anxious to ascertain how many
Indians have been employed or them, and to what
extent, if any, the Indians have been induced to settle down
to agricultural parsuits. The last clause of my motion I
have put in, because I understand Mr, Wadsworth has not
yet made a report to the Department. He had not, on the
18t December, inspected any of the agencies south of the
railway, and I doubt whether he has been able since to
overtake that work. I desire, if this information be not in
the volume itself which we expect to receive shortly, that a
supplementary report be brought down among the papers
asked for, I, therefore, beg to move for a return showing
the number of home farms and Indian instruction farms
closed, or that have ceased to be worked, since the 1st
of January, 1882. 2. The location of such farms, and the
name and designation thereof. 3. The reason why closed
or ceased to be worked. 4. The name of the Superintendent,
Manager and Instructor. 5. The number of men employed
on each farm in 1882 and 1883, the names and nationality
of such employés; specifying particularly the number of
Indians so employed. 6. The cost of each farm for said
years separately. 7. The report of T. P. Wadsworth,
Inspector of Indian Agencies and Farms for 1883, or any!
supplementary report made by him.

otion agreed to.

CHARGES AGAINST JUDGE HUGHES.

Mr. WILSON moved for copies of all petitionsand other
communiesations preferring charges in regard to the official

.conduct of D. J. Hughes, County Judge of Elgin, and asking
for an enquiry into the same ; also, for a copy of the report
or judgment on enquiry into the conduct of the said Jngge.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Mr. Speaker, I do not
object to the first part of the Address, asking for petitions
and other communications; but, in reference to the last limb
of the motion, I may say that there is no report or judg-
ment on the enquiry into the conduet of the Judge. If the
hon. gentlemen will strike that out, the first part can go.

Mr, WILSON. Mr, Speaker, I certainly was led to
understand, and verily believed, that there had been a com-
mission and a report after a thorough investigation—a
report by the Court of Impeachmeut prior to the time of
Confederation ; and it is for that I move.

Sig JOHN A. MACDONALD. Oh! I did not under-
stand.

Mr. WILSON. I suppose the hon. the First Minister will
not object to bring that down?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Oh! no. I was under
the impression that there was some late petition that was
referred to, and I asked the Minister of Justice, and he said
there was no report on the matter,

Mr. BLAKE. There are two things—there are late
petitions, and there is a former enquiry. The hon. gentle-
man remembers the old proceedings in the Court of
Impeachment in Toronto years ago. That is obviously
what the hon. gentleman refers to in the last limb of his
motion ; but there are also late petitions.

Motion agreed to.

INSPECTION OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
STEAMBOATS,

Mr. DAVIES. Mr. Speaker, last Session I made a motion
for some documents and papers as to the state of repair in
which the Northern Light was, and the contracts for the
conveyance of mails and passengers between Prince Edward
Island and the Ma.inland}.) I was not fortunate enough to
get the papers, though I asked for them several times. I
regret it very much, because I think that, if they had been
brought down and a discussion had taken place upon the
matter, some of the trouble which has since arisen would
have been avoided, Since last Session, the Steamboat
Inspection Act has been brought into operation in the
Island, and the result has been the stoppage of the com-
pany’s steamers and of the whole trade of the Island for a
time, throwing the whole thing into confusion, and
to the endless annoyance of the merchants and traders
engaged in that trade, At the time, there was a
general outery against the whole proceeding, and
even the Government press denounced the whole thing
as an outrage of the worst kind. Whether it is so or not
we shall see when the papers come down. I prefer passing
no judgment until we have the full particulars; but it is
absolately necessary to have the facts at the earliest possi-
ble moment, The hon, Minister who has charge of the
Department of Marine will recollect that the Steamboat
Inspection Act of 1882 was brought into effect in the Mari-
time Provinces by the appointment of Mr. Coker ; and the
Act provides that he shall ingpect all steamboats that carry
passengers, and that they shall not carry passengers with-
out his certificate. The facts as to the inspection of- the
steamboats between Prince Kdward Island and the Mainland
are these: Liast year no inspection was made by Mr, Coker.
The winter passed without his visiting the Island; bat I
am informed, and I believe credibly informed, that he
wrote to the company instructing them that, if Mr.
Sleggett, Lloyds’ inspector on the Island, would inspect the
boats that winter, he would be satisfied. That, I believe,
was dose, If Mr. Sloggett made any report to Mr. Coker,
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or to the Department of Marine—I suppose he would make
it to Mr. Coker, by whom he was employed—I hope it wiil
be brought down, and will be considered to come within
the language of the motion I have made. Mr. Coker, the
inspeoctor, never came near the Island that summer, until
the season was very far advanced. In the latter end of
August—on the 28th, I believe-~the gentleman paid a visit
there, and it is charged, with what truth the papers will show
when they come down, that he did not make any proper
inspection of these boats, but simply came over in the boats
from Shedisc to Summerside, and from Charlottetown to
Pictou. He made no report to the company of his inspec-
tion.. Whether it was a cursory or a complete one I do not
know, but he made no repert to the company, stating any
requirements which, in his opinion, were necessary to
make these boats thorvughly sea-going; and it wa-~
not until the last day of September, or about
that time, that the company received from Mr.
Coker any certificate whatever of the capacity
of their boats or of their right to carry passengers. Now,
1 do not wish to attack the Inspection Act at all. The
E:inci le of that Act I think to be an excellent one. It has
en already passed upon by this House, and it has been
received with universal approval; but the details of that Act
are capable of being improved upon very much, as I think
the unfortunate facts connected with this unfortunate
service between the Island and the Mainland will show. On
the 28th September, Mr. Coker forwarded his certificate,
and, to the astonishment of the company and to the loss of
everybody engaged in the carrying trade there, it wasfound
that the certificate enabled the boats to run for only one
month, that it expired on the 3.5t October. It is charged—
and I think there is some justice in the charge—that the
inspector should have made his inspection, if he was not over-
burdened with work, early in the spring,so that any repairs
which might, in his opinion, be necessary to make the boats
thoroughly sea-going, should have been made before the heavy
of the season came on. I believe his district comprises
all the Maritime Provinces, and I am told, by those who under-
stand these matters better than I do, that that is too largea
district for any one to properly fulfil the duties of Inspector
of Hulls. If he chose to rely on the report of the local
inspector, then it was wrong, grievously wrong, of him to
go there in the month of September, and stop the boats
running altogether. If be did not choose to rely upon the
local inspector’s report, I think it was his duty early in
the spring to have made such a report as would have
enabled the company to put their boats in proper order
for the fall work. As between the company and the
Government, of course, it is a small matter., What I
wished to speak about are the interests of the public at
large. The public at large had no control over the inspec-
tor ; the Department had, but I am not aware whether any
orders were given to Mr. Coker, the Inrpector, to go to the
Island and inspect these boats early in the summer, or not;
or whether he was left to his own discretion, If he was
left to his own discretion, he exercised it badly and injuri-
, onsln{, so far as the general public was concerned. The
result, so far as the public was concerned, was
that the boats stopped rnnning at the very time when
the exports of the Island had to be carried abroad,
when the passenger traffic was increasing, and when
hundreds of people wanted to cross daily. At the very
time that all our produce was ready for exportation, the
two boats stopped running. I am instructed that application
was made to the Minister to allow the boats to run, as
freighted, and I am told that application was refused. Idonot
know—1 do not say—that the Minister of Marine was to
blame inthe matter. As the matter now stands, he is obliged
10 receive the report of his inspector, and will either
heve to dismiss the inspector or else adopt his report.
The boats were not only refused the privilege of carrying
Mr, Daviss,

passengers, which may or may not have been right; but
they were refused the privilege of carrying freight, and the
whole communication between the Island and the Mainland
was thrown into great confusion, The Department sent
down the Napoleon III., to do the best she could; but
the Island members know very well that the construction
of that steamer is such that she is not capable of being laden
and unladen with the same facility as the other boats,
and consequently she could not do the work at all. Fortu-
nately for the merchants there, a new steamer was purchased
by the navigation company there from Glasgow, and she
aided the Napoleon II1.in doing the work. Now, my object
in moving for the papers is chiefly to ascertain whether the
reports published in the papers are correct. The repairs
required by Mr. Coker to be done to the two boats, it is
stated in the press, are, first, that the St. Lawrence should
be stren%lthened by having two arches placed from one end
to the other in the boat; and, that as regards the other
boat, her guards should be raised three or four feet. That
has been stated in the papers to be the language of Mr.
Coker’s report, If that is the language of his report, I
believe there is a very unanimous opinion on the part of
ship.owners, ship-builders, and shipwrights—of everybody
who knows anything about the Island—that such repairs
cannot be carried out with safety. As regards the St.
Lawrence, there are two arches in her already, and I am
instructed the third one cannot be putin. So far as the
Princess of Wales is eoncerned, if her guards are raised three
feet, constructed as she is, carrying her cargo
altogether on deck, I am informed by those who
understand the question thoroughly, that it will end in
her upsetting. However, we will see when the papers como
down. Bat I wish chiefly to call the Minister’s attention to
Mr. Coker’s report. No matter what it might be, no mat-
ter how harshly it might reflect upon the company, his
report is practically final, and from it there is no appeal. It
is true, the Act gives an appeal to the Minister, but even
that appeal must be practically worthless, because the
Minister of the day is but a mere puppet in the hands of
the inspectors—he must take their reports and act upon
them. Practically, there is no appeal from the order made
by these inspectors. No matter how arbitrary their orders
may be, no matter how uncalled for the repairs which they
ingist upon may be, the ship-owner is entirely at the mercy
of the inspector. In the case to which I especially refer
now, the public also are at his mercy, because when these
two boats were stopped the trade of the Island was stopped
for atime. The Minister, as I said, sent down this other boat,
and it did some good in helping us over the difficulty. But I
wished particularly to call bis attention, in the firat place, to
the absolute necessity that exists for amending that Steam-
boat Inspection Act, and providing for appeal somewhat simi-
lar to the provision contained in the British Merchants’ Ship-
ping Act of 1876. I believe the Government of Canada at that
time were instrumental in having those clauses inserted in
the British Aot. It was felt it would be an intolerable
hardship that Canadian ship-owners should be subjected to
the arbitrary order of a simple inspector in England, and
at their instigation,; I believe, a court of appeals was estab-
lished in every port, to which every ship-owner can appeal
if he is dissatisfied with the order of the inspector. This
court of appeal consists either of a stipendiary magistrate
and two shipwrights, or of alocal commissioner and two
shipwrights—the latter to act as assessors. Now, if we
had such a court establirhed here in the chief ports of the
Dominion, there would be no hardship, because even if the
Government Inspector required very heavy repairs to be
made, unless the facts justified it, the ship-owner counld
appeal to this court. This is not a local question ; it is not
confined to Prince Edward Island, but extends over the
whole of Canada. KEvery ship-owner, every sieamboat
owner, is completely at the mercy of these inspectors, I,
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therefore, submit to the consideration of the Minister
these two points: Whether the area of the district which
is given to the inspector is not entirely too large; secondly,
whether there should not be, in common justice, an appeal
from his decision to a competent court. Now, as regards
the inspector, the hon. Miuister knows well, I believe, that
at present he resides in St. John. These two boats are
now being repaired in Charlottetown, but the inspector does
not cross over—he cannot very well cross over at this time
of the year in the ice-boat on account of his size and
.Age, to inspect these boats—and the result will be that in
the spring we may be in just as bad a plight as we were last
year. I submit there should be an inspector appointed for
the Island itself as one district, and one for Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick. That is not too much to ask;
and I think it is a necessity that such an officer should
exist. The hon. Minister himself is a ship-owner, and he
knows how absolutely impossible it is to make a thorough
inspection of a steamboat in the summer. Last year,I am
told, the inspector never opened a seam, never took out a
plank of the steamboat he condemned in his report as
worthless. I took occasion to go to a eaptain of one of the
steamboats, who has been in service twenty years, and
whose record is one of which any captain may be proud.
He has never had an accident on his boat during those
twenty or twenty-five years that he has been cariying the
mails and passengers across those Straiis. He never had
an accident, and he reported to me, in conversation, that the
boat never was in better condition than she was then when
she was stopped—so far as he knew, and he made a
very close inspection. It appears the inspector acted in a
very arbitrary manner, from what I am told—I should be
sorry to make a charge against him until I have seen all
the papers, The inspector is known to myself and to the

ublic, as a good shipwright, and he was for many years

loyds’ surveyor of the Island. Iam simply stating the facts
a8 1 ascertsined them in conversation with those who ought
to know ; and it is perfectly incomprehensible to me how
the inspector came to the conclusion that these boats should
be stopped. However, I hope the Minister will agree with
me that it is high time the Steamboat Inspection Act, giv-
ing, as it does, those extraordinary and avvitrary powers to
the inspectors, should be amended, so that ship-owners
should have the privilege of appeal, from what they consider
an unjust decision, to a court of appeal. I do not believe
there is another Act in the world vesting a more arbitrary
power in one man, than that Actdoes. The Minister knows
that, according to Lloyds’ rules, if a ship is to be inspected,
in order to be re-classed, it is not left tor one man to do.
Lloyds’ surveyor h:s to take another man with him.
The report of two inspectors is necessary before a vessel can
obtain her class, The same rule prevails under all British
classification, There is & body to which appeal can be
made if the report is considered ‘unjust. The committee of
Lioyds is behind that, Besides, under the English Act, it
is provided that if the inspector makes an improper report
and detains a vessel improperly, so that the owner loses
money, the owner can recover damages in the civil conrts,
Here, vessel owners are entirely without remedy. The
inspector goes over to the Island for a couple of days and
gives what is charged to be & most cursory examination of
the boat, goes away, sends a report stopping the vessel
from running, and there is no remedy against him or the
Department, and no appeal to any person whatever. The
principle adopted in that Inspection Act is a good one. The
travelling public have & right to have it guaranteed that
the steamers on which they travel have been properly
inspected by a competent officer. I think that is a capital
provision; 1 enly suggested one or two amendments to it—
but 1 shonld like to see that provision applied to steamboats
belonging to the Government when used for the same pur-
poses as private steamboats, The Steamboat Inspection

Act specially exempts from its operation steamers owned by
the Queen. The Minister sent down the Northern Light to
take the place of private steamboats. He stopped the
private boats from running because they had not got inspec-
tors’ certificates, an1 he declared they were dangerous to
life apd property. The hon. gentleman not only stopped
those private boats from running, but he filled the place
with 4 steamer which the Government Inspector ordered to
be placed on the slips for repairs only last summer. The
same inspector who stoPped the boats ordered that
Government vessel to be placed on the slips at Picton. She
went there in pursuance of that order, but in consequence
of instructions issued by the Department, she was taken
away and the repairs, though declared to be necessary to
make her safe for passenger traffic, were never carried out.
The result was that the boat, which was considered unsea-
worthy, was used during the fall months, the most stormy
fox-tion of the year, in carrying passengers io and from the

sland. I do no know whether the Minister of Marine is
prepared to take full responsibility for the continuance of
that state of affairs. 1 hope the reports will be brought
down and that the Minister, at the earliest possible day,
will tuke steps to have that boat placed in a proper state of
repair. She is doing work now, or at least she was up till
last week, and as the Straits have been pretty open,she has
donre fairly good work. It was stated in the. public press,
and also by the inspector, that she needs
repairs to put her in a seaworthy condition. It
is po secret, it is talked about openly by the people
in that part of the Dominion, that the boat requires
repairing, and that immediately. What I complain of on
the part of the Government is, that while they stopped the
boats of the .Navigation Company, when the inspeoctor’s
certificates expired—and for that I do not blame them, as
I think under the law, they were bound to do so—they
substituted a boat which does not possess a certificate, &
boat which it is acknowledged is unable to possess one, and
which has already been removed from her class at Lloyds ;
and this fact should be a strong reason to convince the
Minister that she is not seaworthy or fitto carry passengers,
I do not desire to detain the House further in regard to this
matter, but I hope the papors for which 1 move will be
brought down this Session. I think I made six or seven
applications for similar papers last year and never obtained
them, There is a large class of people interested in these
papers, and it is necessary to obtain them in order that we
may be able to judge whether the inspector has or has not
properly discharged the duties which belong to his office
during the past season.

Mr. MocLELAN, The papers asked for by the hon.
gentleman will be brought down with all dispatch., Iam
not aware that there were applications madoe to my Depart-
ment for papers last year which have not bwen complied
with.. I will, however, ascertain if there are any returns
for last year which have not been brought down. The hon.
gentleman seems to think that the inspector for the Lower
Provinces has too mach work to perform. I have not had
any complaint from the inspector that he is overworked or
that there is more work than he can overtake. I will make
enquiry into that matter and see whether additional assist-
ance is required. 1f the certificates of the previous year
had expired, it was the duty of the company to have made
application to the inspector to have the boats i ted.
1t seems that, according to my recollection and
the statement of the hon. gentleman, they were nut
inspected until August. The inspector then gave a
certificate to run uatil 31st October. In that certificate the
inspector notified the owners of the boats that they could
run to that date only, and that sarely should have been
sufficient notice to the parties to have provided other boate.
The Steam Navigation Company receive & large subsidy
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from the Government, about $10,000 a year, for performing
the service. There iz a large freight and passenger
traffic by those boats, and with the receipts of that traffic
and the Government subsidy, the company should have
rovided boats fit for the service. The hon. gentleman,
think, will admit, and the whole people of the leland
will admit, that the Government are doing all that is
necessary, by furnishing that sabsidy, to enable good and
satisfactory boats to be placed upon the route. Such
being the fact,and the company having the notice of the
inspector that those boats could not be permitted
to run after 31st October, no complaint can lie against
either the inspector or the Goverument. It can lie only
against the company, who should have provided other boats
to have taken the place of those which were declared by the
inspector to be unsafe to run during the stormy season ot
the year, The hon. gentleman has complained of the lack
of ‘satisfactory inspection—that the inspector did mot satis-
factorily perform his duty in examining the boats. These
are wooden boats which were built twenty years ago, and
have run without accident so far, The inspector was familiar
with them and made a passage over in one of them, and
from his examination and his koowledge of the effect
of twenty years’ wear upon wood, he knew they were
unsafe to run during the stormy seasen ef the year.
Late in October, the steamboat company made application
to me to be permitted to carry freight after the 31st of
October, and stating in that application the repairs that were
necessury, and that they intended to make those repairs on
the boat during this winter. The Board of Steamboat In-
spectors, both of machinery and hulls, was sitting in Ottawa
at the time I received that application, I reforred the ap-
plication to Mr, Coker, and through him to the board, and
the answer came, as I expected, that they could not permit
them even to carry freight, and the company was notified
of that fact. The hon. gentleman says that the steamboat
ownersare entirely st the mercy of the inspector. I do not
consider that to be the case, Under the law, there is an
appesl to the Minister, and if the owner of the steamboat
Kre‘senm a case t0 the Minister in which an evident injustice
18 been done him, it wonld be the Minister'sduty, either on
his own motion or by calling in other inspectors or other
assistants, to consider the case and rectify the wrong, if a
wrong had been done. But in this case, the gentleman who
made the application stated that their boats required re-
pairs, and that this winter, after the seazon of navigation had
closed, they proposed to make all those repairs whieh the
Inspector had stated would be necessary in order to render
them seaworthy ; tbut neither myself, Mr, Cuker, nor the
Board of Inspectors considered that it was wise or prudent
that the boats should run either with passengers or freight
during that month. The promise to make them more
seaworthy afterwards would do them no good, &0 far as the
month of November was concerned, and so the permission
even to carry freight was withheld. Iammotin a position to
state whether Mr. Sloggett knew anything about the position
of those boats during the summer; he made no report to
me officially, though he may bhave made a report to Mr.
Coker. I had an opportunity of knowing Mr. Coker’s opinion,
and he'did not go farther than to say that the boats might
be'run with & half cargs. Even Mr. Sloggett, who is sup-
sed to be more familiar with the condition of the boats
thaw Mr. Coker, did not go further than to say that possibly,
an arrangement might be made to run ‘thom with half loads.
That could not be acceded to, and the only coarse that could]
be taken was to stop. I think the compamy, which has
enjoyed tho profits of the Governmert subsidy and the
profita-coming from that traffic for' years, after baving the
notice which was given by the inspector, Mr. Coker, should |
‘have put othier boats on the route so that the people of the

Islawd should suffer no inconvenienee by even a temporary

intevFuptioh of:the passenger mnd freight trafiie, homﬂ
Mr, MoLaLax, e

found that they were not supplying other boats, I sent down
the steamer Nopoleon 111, to give such accommodation as her
capacity afforded to the traffic between Pictou and Char-
lottetown, and I believe that, with the assistance of the
Northern Light, she succeeded in keeping up the traffic and
carrying it all without any great inconvenience to the
people. I know there was a good deal of excitement at the
time, but the Napoleon I1, wassentdown almost immediately
on the stoppage of the other boat, so that no great incon-
venience resulted. As to the Northern Light being put on
the slip, Mr. Ooker found that from her peculiar construction
he could not examine her without her being placed on the
slip, and without any communication with the Department,
she was sent to Picton for that purpose. When I ascer-
tained that that had been done, ['sent down Mr. McElhinney,
& Government Imspector, who had sailed the vessel
in the winter of 1882, and in the summer of 1882 had
saperintended the repairs made upon her; and who had also
oxamined her last spring in the slip. After an examination of
ber, he was satisfied to give her a certificate without the neces-
sity of putting her in the slip, and I ordered the vessel back
to Charlottetown without being put in the slip at Pictou.
Whatever repairs the Northern Light may require, from the
difficult service in which she has been employed, will be
effected so far as possible. The papers will be brought
down immediately.

Mr. MACDONALD (King’s, P.EI) I am glad the hon.
member for Queen’s (Mr. Davies) has amended his motion
by including the Northern Light ; and I trust that when the
papers come down we shall tind that that ship is reported
Ly the inspector, as siated by the hon. Minister, to be in &
good state of repair. She has heretofore been rendering
very important service to the Province by keeping up the
communication in seasons when ordinary boats could not do
so, But if reports speak truly, she is not altogether up to
the mark in many respects. We know that she has to meet
a great many difficulties in prosecuting her work, by encoun-
tering ice, and she requires to be a more than ordinarily
strong boat. Report says that such is not the case at pre-
sent ; that she is considerably weakened, owing to the very
great difficulties she has to encounter; and seamen who are
acquainted with ships, and the working of ships, say that
the oakum, after a certain number of years decays, and that
nothing has been done for the past few years to see whether
it requires to be renewed or not, I am also informed—
though I cannot say how correctly —that in her last passage
to the Island she got a grip in the ice which showed that
she is evidently become somewhat weakened. I trust that
the hon. Minister of Marine will take the earliest-oppor-
tunity, when the season arrives noxt year, to see that the
vessel is thoroughly overhauled. Iam told that to do thatin
a competent manner, it will be-necessary to have her machi-
nery and engines removed in order that she may be properly
strengthened. I am glad to be informed that such .is
the intention of the Department. With respect to the
Steam Navigation Company’s boats, [ have not much tosay,
further than that heretofore these boats have done their
duty to the satisfuction of the travelling public, without
any accident-or mishap whatever. There is no doubt that
a great deal of inconvenience has been suffered by the
people of the Province, owing to the unseasonable time at
which they were stopped running; but the Government, 1
am glad to say, showed a disposition to assist the public as
far as possible, by putting on other boats to take their place.
Their certificate having run out, the Government had no
other course to take, consistent with their duty to the
public in seeing that these boats were run under pro
inspection. I trust that these boats being now thoroughly
overhauled, the Government and the company may be able
toresume acontract which they have heretofore carried out
to the satisfaction of the people of our Province, at least,
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Mr. MoINTYRE, Iam glad to see, from the remarks
of my hon. eolleagune, that his opinions with regard to the
Northern Light have undergone a complete change. I ve-
member, prior to 1878, what the opinions of that hon.
gentleman, as well as his friends, were with regard to this
:ship. I must congratulate the hon. gentleman on his
change of sentiment, and in doing so I hope I congratulate
some of his friends also. With regard to the condition of
the Northern Light, I would refer to a.statement made last
year by Capt. McElhinney, before the committee ap-
pointed to consider the question of navigation between
Prince Edward Island and the Mainland. He said that he
considered the Northern Light, after the repairs she had
undergone, as strong as she had been when new. Under
these circumstances, 1 do not see why she cannot be
run now as Wwell as she was five or six years
ago. As soon a8 there is any appearance of ice, the vessel
is laid up, and that is the way our terms of Unien are being
carried out, which provided that constant steam communi-
cation shonld be maintained both winter and summer. I
thought, when the committee was appointed last year, that
we had heard the last of this discussion for some time. The
Chairman,the hon. member for Prince County (Mr. Hackett)
-was anxious that the report should be presented as soon as
possible, before the Supplementary Estimates were brought
down, That was done, but I regret to say that we were
.disappointed when they did make their appearange, because
no appropriation was made, Last fall matters were in
a worse position than before. The Steam Nawvigation
Company’s boats were taken off, and for some reacon the
pluce of these boats was supplied by nothing less than a
war ehip, the crew of which were dressed up in navy blue
and brass buttons, who seemed to have come down there
more for the purpose of overawing these troublesome

. islanders than earrying their freight and passengers, which
was uppermost ir their minds. As soon as winter set in, it
became too cold for her to run, but I think she got heat
enough in Halifax, where she took fire. As usual, we had
to fall back on the Northern Light, which did remarkably
well until the close of navigation, and. would do well yet if
kept on the route. I have nothing to say with regard to
the Steam Navigation Company’s boats being taken off,
until the papers are brought down; but as long as there
are gentlemen here who are willing to give excuses for
the shorteamings” of the Government in this respect, we
may expect that nothing will be done in the fature, no
more than in the past, towards the amelioration of our con-
dition. As for our future prospect, L do not see a glimmer
of hope as long as the present Government is in power.

Mr. McCLELAN. I would say for the information ot
hon. members from the Island, that in addition to exercising

. care that the Northern Light is kept in as good a state of
repair as possible, considering her age and the hardship of
the sorvice in .which-she is engaged, we provided a new
boat to take the place of the steamer Glendon, and in view
.of this peculiar service, I had a vessel constructed of wood
instead of iron, so that in case of .accident to the Northern
Light, by which that vessel might become disabled, the new
.one could be put on for this service. It is my intention to
-ask Parliament to provide means for so strengthening her
that she shall be able to take the place of the Northern
Light in case that vessel should become entirely disabled. I
am told that with but very little additional expense, and
very little change in the model, she can be made as fit for
going through the ice as Newfoundland whaling ships.
"1 think a vessel thns eonstructed will be able to attend to
the summer navigation, and in case the Northern Light
should become disabled, will be available for winter service.

Mr. DAVIES, I desire to correct one misapprehension
" into which the hon. gentleman fell, when he expressed the

opinion thet the inspector had given the eompany -ample

notice as to the repairs to be made. I think the .hon.
gentleman cannot have read the papers, or he would ;not
have given the inspector that endorsemont. In the winter
previous, the company repaired those boats at Mr. Coker’s
request, under Lloyds’ inspection, at a cost of about $9,000
each. Having complied with his reguest, they had a right
to assame, when Mr. Coker fuound no fault during the
summer months, that the work was done to his satisfaction,
But when Mr. Coker came to the Island in August, he.did
not do, a8 most inspectors wounld do, and as Lloyds’ required
to be done—make his report to the owner of the ship at onge;
but he delayed his report and certificates for a whole month,
and it was not until the last day of September, when it became
impossible for the company to make the repairs which Mr,
Coker instructed them to make, that he furnished a report to
the Minister, which only extended their certificate one month,
I submit that his conduct is wholly indefensible, and all
the inconvenience and loss occasioned the Island merchants
during the last summer, are due to lack of duty in this
respect. I may possibly be wrong, and after full explana-
tions may alter my opinion, but I entirely dissent from
the statement made by the hon. Minister, that because
My, Coker made a trip across in the boat, he was competent
to give a report as to her condition. The hon. Minister, as

a ship-owner, knows very well that an inspection cannot be

made unless the boat is opened up and properly examined,
and I am sure he would not give a fig for the report of an
inspector who, after merely walking about the deck, pre-
tended to give an opinion concerning her seaworthiness, I
hope that the hon. Minister does not really believe that an
appeal made from 1he inspector to himself ix sufficient. I
read a report, mado by the President of the Board of Trude
in England, upon the necessity of appeals, and upon that
section of the English law which gives the right of appeal
to the President of the Board of Trade. He declared, as
the result of his experience, that the President of the Board
of Trade was a mere puppet in the hands of his inspectars.
The experience of the Board of Trade iv England, as regards
the inspectors there, must necessarily be the. same as. that
of the Minister of Marine here. If an inspector made & re-
port on a ship in British Columbia, how is the hon. Minister
here to judge, when appealed to, whether that report be
correct or not? The hon. Minister, as a ship-owner, knows
well that an appeal should be made to persons duly qualified,
who would make a personal inspection of the boat them-
selves. This i8 not a local question, but one that affects the
entire shipping of the whole Dominion, and which the late
Sir Albert Smith and the late Government thought so im-
portant that they sent a special deputation to England for
the purpose -of having such an appeal placed in the
English .Act. There it has worked admirably. I knoewan
instance where the inspectors at the Port of Liverpool
stopped a Canadian ship from sailing, and on appeal being
taken to the local board, withdrew their stoppage order.
It would be an intolerable nuisance to invest.one man with
the arbitrary power of decreeing whether a ship or steamer
is fitted to carry freight and passengers, without giving the
option of appeal to some competent tribunal—a tribuaal in
each shipping port of the Dominion, composed . after the
manner preseribed in the English .Act. T hope the hon.
Minister will consider this matter before the Session is over.

* Mr, HACKETT. It was not my intention to say any
thing about this matter, had the hon. member for King':-
not made a remark reflecting on the committee of which he
was & member. When that committee was jn session, it
was considered important tbat it should make & .report be-
fore Parliament closed, so that the Government might take
action. I am glad to find ihat a great many.of the re-
commendations made by the committee are being carried
out by the Government. :The railway has heen' bailt
to Cape Traverse, additional vassels have been placed on the
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route between the Capes, additional hands are employed
and the Government are using every exertion to carry on
the mail service between the Island and the Mainland, in
accordance with the terms of the Union. With regard
to the boats running for the last fifteen or twenty
years between the Island and the Mainland, at a very
inconvenient season, I have not much to say. I do not see,
when the matter was referred to a competent inspector, and
when, on the 29th August he made an inspection and
reported these boats to be unfit for the service, that the
‘hon. Minister could do otherwise than prevent the boats
from running He was bound to do so in the interest of
the public. While I am willing to give credit to the com-
pany for what they did in the past, I agree with the
hon. Minister that when they knew, last December, that
the boats would not be sallowed to run after the 3lst
of October, they had sufficient time to make arrangements
to replace their boats by competent craft. But this company,
which has received & large eubsidy from the present
Government, and a subsidy previously from the Island
Government, did nothing except make overtures to charter
the Northern Light as a substitute for their boats. In so
doing, they were not looking to the interests of the Island.
The stoppage of commaunication at that time was a serious
matter to the people, and caused a good deal of indignation.
As is well known, the spring reason on the Island is late,
the seeding is late, and the harvest is late; so that the
farmers have to bring their produce to market in the
months of November and December. Therefore they were
very indignant that communication with the Mainland, by
the boats which formerly kept up that communica'ion,
should be stopped on the Ist of November, and this stop-
page resulted in great loss both to them and the merchants.
I must, however, admit that the Government
did the best they conld under the circumstances.
They placed the Northern Light on the route
between Georgetown and Pictou and Charlottetown,
and then sent down the Napoleon II1. for the purpose of
assisting the Northern Light and the new boat, the
Summerside, between Summerside and Shediac. The
hon. member for King's makes light of the fact that the
Napoleon IIT. was sent down for the purpose of keeping
up communication, and wante to make it appear that she
came down as & war ship. Well, it would be a compliment
to the people of the Island that a war ship should be taken
from her legitimate course, and placed on the route between
the Island and the Mainland. But this steamer—a vessel
of 700 tons used for the purpose of carrying supplies to the
different lighthouse—is not engaged in warlike, but in
I)eaceable operations, and is adapted to the carriage of a
arge quantity of freight, as well as & considerable number
of passengers. The greatest inconvenience resnlting last
fall, was %etween Summerside and Shediac, The company
placed a new ghip, the Summerside, on that route, which
was not adapted to the carriage of passengers at all. She
was brought thero for the purpose of carrying freight, and
thus sunplementing the other two boats in that respect.
Every ouve acquainted with the geography of the Island
knows that people travelling west go to the Mainland, cross
from Summerside to Shediac, and thence to Moncton, where
they take the train, so that the great traffic is at Summer-
side. This boat is not fit for that traffic, and cousequently
great hardships were suffered by the passengers; many of
whom, 1 believe, preferred to cross in small sailing vessels
and open boats, and ax many as twentyand thirt.g men, women
and children, have been huddled in these small

over to the Mainland. This is not what the Government
_ should do in carrying out the terms of Coufederation,
It was guaranteed by the terms that efficient steam com-
munication should be kept up between the Island and
the Mainland, and, when the people found that they had to
take the same}old means of ;conveyance, the same old ves-
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oats, crossing |

sels and boats that were used in this way some fifteen or
twenty years ago, for the purpose of doing their business on
the Mainland and crossing over, they were naturally very
indignant, and there was much excitement on the Island &t
the time. That excitement has pretty well subsi ted, and I
trust the Government will make some arrangement for a
permanency of the service, It will be difficult for them to
do that until they have completed the railways to the
Capes, but those railways should be completed at the earliest
possible moment; piers should be built on both sides, and I
believe a ferry established there would be the means
of keeping up communication pretty satisfactorily.
This is not a mere local matter. It affects the whole .
Dominion of Cunada, because the people of Prince
Edward Island are large counsumera of the manufaoc-
tured goods of the other portions of the Dominion.
I think from $1,500,000 to $2,000,000 worth of the
products of other portions of the Dominion are sold in
the Island every year, so that it is not a mere local matter,
but one extending to the whole of the Dominion of Canada ;
and it is to be hoped, therefore, that the Government will
take steps to place proper boats between Summerside and
Shediac, and establish them permanently, so that there
ghall be no doubt as to their movements, as to when this
boat is going out or that boat coming in, and that continuous
and efficient communication shall be kept up between the
Island and the Mainland, as guaranteed by the terms of
Union. The people believed that, when once they became
a portion of the Dominion of Canada, these terms would be
carried out, and that they would be able to take advantage
of the whole system of railways of the Dominion; und,
while this is undone, while there is mno satisfactory
arrangement made, there will be excitement on the Island.
There will be discontent, and it will be a fruitful source of
trouble to the Government as well. I hope, therefore, that.
this is the last we shall hear of the matter in the House for
some time, and that energetic action will be taken for the
purpose of carrying out these terms.

Mr. YEO. T am very much pleased that this guestion
has come up, of communication batween the Mainland and
Prince Edward Island. Summerside harbour is the great
west port for freight and passengers of the whole Island,
and we expected something better to be done latterly than
was done in the past. If the Government bhad notified the
steamship company in time to get other ships to take the
place of those they had, the Government would not be to
blame; but if they did not do so, they were to blame. Iam
very sorry for it, and it is a great pity: At the time the
late Government was in power, the only thought was to get
a change and get this present party in power, and the
Island would be amply provided for in the shape of steam
communication ; but instead of that, we have suffered more
latterly than we ever did before, and it looks as if it was
going to be worse. It is very surprising that a gentleman
like Mr. Coker could condemin two ships anl order another
ou the slip, and as soon as she got on the slip order her off
agair ; that his eyesight could condemn one ship and could
not see through the other. There must be something in
this Mr. Coker not condemning the Nortkern Light, because
she has only run a short time, and either the company or
the captain of that ship, who is & very fine man, must be
afraid to ran her; perhaps he knows the danger he is in.
Last year we had an investigation here, and we were pro-
mised a railway, and we were to have it right away. at
is a railway. The people of the Island have been working
on it all the summer, and, when they expected to get their

pay from the contractors, or sub-contractors,
they wore knocked out of their pay. I do mnot
understand how it is. There is nothing this

year has hurt Prince County so much as not being able to
get its produce away, The Government has no interest at
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all in Prince County, it is true. There is communication
from Charlottetown, but the greatest trade is from Summer-
side, where there is no provision whatever, only it is left to
passengers to go in sailing vessels. Twenty passengers
went out in a small vessel from Summerside in the morn-
ing ; they were on board that vessel all day and all that
pight, and had to land back in Summerside again, the wind
being ahead and it being calm. I think that is a shameful
state of affaire, snd I hope the Government will lose no
time in attempting 1o carry out the terms, which I do not
not believe they have -ever tried to do. Either give us
better steam communication or, as I wanted them to dolast
winter, commenco a tunnel withont any further delay.

Motion agreed to.

COAL CARRIED BY THE INTERCOLONTAL
RAILWAY.

Mr. McMULLEN. In moving the resolution of which
1 have given notice, I may say that I have been induced to
do 80 by looking over the Trade and Navigation Returns. I
find that during the year 1883, there have been imported
into this country 400,000 tons more coal than the previous
year, and I find that that there has been $225,000 more duty
paid. I am anxious to know how it is that the Nova Scotia
coal mines have not contributed to a greater extent than
they have, to the coal trade of this country. When the
National Policy was inaugurated, hon. gentlemen opposite
declared that by putting a duty upon coal, the coal miners
of Nova Scotia would obtain the entire coal trade of this
Dominion, ard that the coal of Nova Scotia would find its
way as far west as the cities of Hamilton and Toronto. I
have been making enquiries with regard to the coal that has
been brought to this city of Ottawa, and I find that theonly
parties bringing it are the Government, for the
purpose of heating the Parliament Buildings. I do
not think that any other person has brought coal to this
city from Nova Scotia. All coal dealers west of here are
buying their coal in the States, and paying a duty of 60
cents per ton, while Nova Scotia miners are simply supply-
ing the trade east of here. I am anxious to find out why
the miners of Nova Scotia have not made more eflort to
send their coal further west, and that is the reason I am
asking for the returns mentioned in my resolution. We
may possibly find that itis owing to the fact that the hon.
Minister of Railways is imposing such very heavy tariff
rates upon coal coming over the Intercolonial, that it is
impossible for the Nova Scotia miners to pay those rates
and compete with American coal. I will not say that is
the case, I am not prepared, either, to insinuate that the
hon. Minister of Railways would be guilty of such an act,
when he has been such a strong advocate of the National
Policy. I should rather infer that he would do everything
in his power to encourage the shipment of coal further west.
On the other hand, possibly, we might find out that we are
not only paying Nova Scotia miners 60 cents duty per ton
in order to encourage them to ship their coal westward,
bat that we are also giving them greater facilities over the
Intercolonial than the ordinary expenses of running the
road will warrant—though I am not prepared io say that
such is the case. I want, also, to find out how much coal
has been shipped over the Intercolonial, what rate per ton

has been charged, what has been paid and everything of

that nature. I certainly hold that before the hon. Minister
of Railways makes his railway statement to this House, we
should be put in possession of the information my motion
asks for. We want these facts, to be able intelligently
to understand and discuss the coal question. I may also
say that within the last few years a large amount of money
has been expendedby the companies themselves to improve
the facilities for the movement of coal over the Intercolonial,
and I desire to know how far that expenditure has resulted
° )

in securing the object sought for: I hope the hon. Minister
of Railways will allow these papers to be laid before the
House in good time, so that we may be able intelligently to
discuss the whole question when he makes his statement.
I, therefore, move for a return of the number of tons of coal
carried by the Intercolonial Railway, from points along the
line, during the year ending 31st December, 1883, showing
the place where delivercd and the rate per ton per mile for
the carriage thereof; also, the special rates granted, if
any, to whom granted, from what place, to what place,
the distance and the rate per ton per mile.

Mr. WOODWORTH. The hon, gentleman who has made
this motion does not seem to have included in it the num-
ber of tons of coal that have been carried from the mines
of Nova Scotia to the different ports of the Dominion by
steamboats and sailing vessels. If he had supplemented
his motion by adding that, I am sure there wouldgmv"e been
no objection to the remarks he has made, for he would then
show much more clearly the extent of the interprovincial
tradein coal. I, therefore, beg leave to move, in amendment,
that the following words be added :—

‘‘ Aund also the number of tons of coal carried from Nova Scotia by
steamboat and sailing vessel to the different ports of the Dominion.”

Mr. HESSON: I think that it is quite right we should
get all the information the hon. gentleman asks for, in order
to discuss this questionintelligently. He appears, however,
to be under the impression, from all the knowledge he
possesses, that Nova Scotia coal has not been carried farther
west than tho city of Ottawa, and that the only coal brought
here has been brought by the Dominion Government for
the purpose of heating the Parliament Buildings. Now,
Mr. Speaker, as the hon. gentleman is of an enquiring turn
of mind, he may be interested in learning that coal from
Nova Scotia has been delivered very largely as far west as
the town of Brockville, and has been consumed there by
Grand Trunk engines. It has also been carried as far west
as Toronto, in barges, where it has given great satisfaction.
If the hon. gentleman desires to get information asto the
working of the National Policy, and its effect in developing
that very important industry in Canads, I think he ought
to allow his mind to grasp the conclusion that it is also
possible to export coal from Nova Scotia and Cape Breton
by water as well as rail. Therefore, I second the amend-
ment just proposed.

Motionr, as amended, agreed to.

SUPERANNUATION FUND.

M. McMULLEN, in moving for a return of the total
amount paid into the Superannuation Fund during the time
of service by each of those superannuated during the year
ending the 31st December, 1883, eaid: The information
asked for in this resolution is the only item reguired, in
addition to the returns {;resented to the House, regarding
superannnation, to enable us intelligently to understand the
operation of the superannuation system.

Motion agreed to.

MOTIONS FOR RETURNS,

. Motions for the following Returns were severally agreed
0 :—

Copies of all despatches from the Imperial Government
not yet brought down in relation to the Vice-Admiralty
Courts in the Dominion, and the change of procedure aiid
practice therein.—(Mr. Weldon.)

Copies of all correspondence between the Local Govern-
ment of Nova Scotia and the Department of Railways and
Canals, respecting railway matters, in the Province of Nova
Scotia, of a date since the 6th March, 1883.—(Mr. .McDon-
ald, Cape Breton.) '
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Statement of the amount expended in connection with
the public building at Antigonish, from 1st November, 1881,
to the 15th January, instant ; giving the names of all per-

sons to whom any portion of the expenditure had been

paid, together with the amount paid to each, and for what;
also copies of all correspondence relating to the building
between the said dates.—(Mr. McIeaac.)

Return showing quantity and value of wheat ard wheat
flour (se}%t}rately) and duty ocollected thereon, imported
from the United States and entored for consumption, for
six months ending 81st December, 1883.— (Mr Dundas.)

A Cetiiled statement with dates, items and vouchers of
the expenditure of the sums of $5,000 and $2,68%.74, under
warrants issued by the Governor General, dated 7th Novem-
ber 1883, and 17th January, 1884, for the payment to Le
Courier de St. Hyacinthe of the said sevoral sums; also, for
similar particulars with reference to the expenditure of
$3,329,20, under warrant dated October 27th, 1883, for
gt;b]ication of the proceedings of the Royal Society.—(Mr.

merville, Brant.)

Return showing the expenses in detail,with dates, incurred
by the several members of the Government, and any other
%erson or persons in the service of the Government, sent to

ngland or elsewhere, on behalf of the Government, from
2nd April, 1883, to the prescnt date——(Mr. Somerville,

Brant.)

" Copies of any official memoranda of the Canadian Pacific
Railway Company of public letters or memoranda of any of
the officers of the company relative to its position and pros-
pects and transactions (including the recent guarantee) not
already brought down; statements showing the amount
of the sabseribed stock of the company, with the date and
amount of each subscription, and the amount paid up and to
be paid up on such subseribed stock, with the date of each
payment in cash, and the rato of discount at which any
such stock was issued by the company to the subscribers or

. to any syndicate or parties who undertook its issue to the

public; statement of the amount paid out of capital for in-

terest on the capital stock, and the rate of such payment.

Statement of the facts as to the acquisition by or on be-
half of the company, of any interest in or by any of its
officers or any person on ite account, or in any shares or
recurities of any of the following railway companies:—
Credit” Valley, Ontario and Quebec, Atlantic and North-
Western, Toronto, Grey and Bruce, Hamilton and North-
Western, South Eestern, Montreal, Portland and Boston, St.
Lawrence and Ottawa, or in any companies having lines in
Manitoba or the North-West (r elsewhere, with the dates,
amounts and particulars, and copies of the documents relat-
ing to such acquisition, and to the obligations of the com-
panies thereunder.

Statement of the various matters required to be returned
under “The Consolidated Railway Act, 1879,”’ and amend.
ments thereto :—(1) For the fiscal year 1881-82; (2) for the
fiscal year 1882.83, in each case separately, as to (a) the
line of railwa§ specifically provided for by the contract of
the Canadian Pacific Railway Company; (b) the branches
and extensions alrcady acquired or controlled by the com-

any,

Like statements with like particulars, separately, as to
(a) and (3).

The Eastern and Western Divisions of the Canadian
Pacific Railway. -

Statement of the total sum expended up to the 30th June,
1883, by the company under their contract: (a) For work
of eonstruction on the line to be built by the company, as
particularly specified in the contract; (b) for rolling stock
for the line of the Canadian Pacific Railway, as particularly
specified in the contract; (¢) for works ot construction on
extensions and branches and lines controlled by the com-
pany, not embraced in the railway particnlarly specified by

Mr, McMuLLEN,

the contract; (d) for rolling stock for all extensions and
branches not so embraced.

Like Statements to those hereinbefore mentioned, up to
the 31st December, 1883. ,

Statement of the receipis of {ke company up to the 30th
June, 1883, on account of: (a) Cash rubsidy; (6) land
grand bonds; (¢) bonuses; (d) lands sales or transactions
not embraced in the operations connected with land grant
bonds ; (¢) number of acres of land subsidy; (f) smounts
of bonuses agreed for though not paid. Like statements
up to 31st December, 1883.— (Mr. Blake).

Address to His Excellency the Governor General, reyre-
senting thaton the 5th March, 1883, an humble Address wns
presented to His Excellency the Governor General, praying
amongst other things for a statement showing the amount
of the subscribed stock of the Canadian Pacific Railway
Company, prior to the authorization for an increase of its
capital stock from $25,000,000 to $100,000,000, and of the
amonnts paid upon such subscribed stock, with the date of
each payment in cash, and also of the amounts (if any)
satisfied by the acquisition of property or otherwise, speci-
fying in such case the consideration therefor, and the
amount of stock given and the date. - Representing further,
that the reply farnished by the company,with a view to
answering the said Address, omits the information asked for
as above stated; and praying that His Excellency will be
gruciously pleased to cause such information to be obtained
and laid before this House.— (Mr, Blake.)

Address to His Excellency the Governor General, repre-
senting that by the Act of 1881 to amend the Consolidated
Railiway Act, 1879, it is provided that the several ra’lway
companies shall furnish yearly returns to the Minister of
Railways, containing certain information specified in the
schedule of the said Act; and in aldition such other infor-
mation and returns as ghall, from time to time, be required
by the Governor in Council ; representing farther that among
the returns specified in the schedule, is the following:
¢ Statement containing copies of all contracts made by the
company for tho construction of any part of the railway.”
Representing further, that the Canadian Pacific Railway
Company has not as yot complied with the law in this
respect, in so far as regards the returns made to the Minister
of Railways and laid before thbis House. Representing
forther, that it is of high public consequence that the law
should be complied with and the information furnished; and
praying that His Excellency will be graciously pleased to
cause steps to be taken with a view 1o secure compliance
with the law and the supply of the information required,
namely, copics of all contracts made by the company for
the construction of any partof its railway.— (Mr. Blake.)

Copy of the instrument of incorporation or association of
a construction company, called the North American Con-
tracting Company, or by some similar name, with which a
contract has been made for the construction of part of the
Canadian Pacific Railway, and for a statement of the names.
of shareholders or associates thereof.— (Mr. Blake.)

Statement showing the revenue and working expenses of

the Intercolonial Railway, accrued for the six months of the
year ending 31st December, 1883, under the several divisions
similar to annual statement B, Intercolonial Railway, in
the Public Accounts.—(Mr. Weldon.)
. Retarn showing the quantity of rolling stock purchased
for the Intercolonisl Railway during the year ending 31st
December, 1883, giving each kind of rolling - stock, and
whether purchased under contract or otherwise, the parties
from whom bought, and the cost of each kind. Also, a
statement showing what has been built during the year in
the Governmen! workshops, giving each kind.—(Mr,
Weldon.)

Copies of all Orders in Council, instructions to acd cor-
respondence with the Commis-ioners under the Commission
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issued in connection with the claims arising out of the con-
struction of the Intercolonial Railway, and statement of the
matters referred to them, and of the moneys paid to them
and to the secretary, and of the number of days during
which the commissioners sat, all subsequent to the period
covered by the return to the Address of last Session.—
(Mr. Weldon.)

Return giving a full statement of all coal entered ex-
warebouse, fr.e, or for exportation, during the -years end-
ing 30th June, 1882 and 1883; showing the quantity so
ontered at each port, the names of persons having entered,
the quantities ex-warehoused, by each person, and if ex-
ported, the name of the vessel or railroad by which
exported, the place to which exported, and copies of the
cancelling certificates, showing that such coal has been
landed in the ports to which exported —(Mr. Weldon.)

All memorials, petitions of any kind, not covered by the
Order of last Session, asking for a drawback on sugar re-
fined in Canada, when exported to any foreign country, the
party applying, their statement of drawback proposed, and
any answers of the Government thereto ; also, copy of any
regulations made for such drawback.—(Mr, Weldon.)

All claims presented for drawback on materials used for
sbip-building for the year ending 30th June, 1883. Also
for the six months ending 31st December, 1883, giving the
name of the applicant, the name and tonnage of the vessel,
the amount claimed and the amount paid.—(Mr. Weldon.)

Statement showing name, tonnage, and owner or owners

of each vessel that received bounty during the years 1882
and 1883, under the Act appropriating $150,000 “to aid in
the develoFment of the sea fisheries,” the amount paid to
each vessel ; alto, the name, tonnage, owner or owners of
vessels applying for same, and refused, and the grounds of
refusal.—(Mr. Robertson, Shelburne.)
. Return showing quantity of spirits, beer and all other
intoxicaling liquors imported, manufactured and entered
for consumption in the Dominion of Canada, during the
year ending 31st December, 1883, by Provinces, with the
Customs and Excise duties accruing thercon, and the total
cost thereof.— (Mr McCraney.)

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the Iouse. \

Motion agrecd to; and (at 5:40 o’clock, p.m.) the House
adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

TuEespay, 29th January, 1884
The SpreakEr took the Chair at Three o’clock.

PRAYERS.
BILLS INTRODUCED,

The following Bills were severally introduced, and read
the first time :—

Bill (No. 18) to incorporate the Pilots engaged in the ser-
vice between Montreal and Quebec.— (Mr. Amyot.)

Bill (No. 19) to grant certain powers to the Commercial
Cable Company.— (Mr. Rykert.)

Bill (No. 20) to amend the Act incorporating the Ocean
Mutual Marine Insurance Company.—(Mr. MacDoungald.)

Bill (No. 21) respecting the Grand Truok Rsilway Com-
pany of Canada.— (Mr. Curran.)

SELF GOVERNMENT AMONG INDIAN
COMMUNITIES. '

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, in introducing Bill (No. 22)
to provide for the introduction among Indian com-

munities of a system of self government, said: This

is a Bill intended to meet'a difficulty connected with the

more advanced bands ot Indians whose self govern.
ment is mow carried on in council, where they oan
discuss matters affecting their communities and where
the chiefs have the principal power. In some of
the more advanced communities the Indians are
civilized to all intents and purposes, and it is thought well
that there should be something more than & mero informal
council where they canpot speak authoritatively. The Bill
is tentative to a considerable extent. It provides that in
such Indian communities as the Governor in Council thinks
fit for the operation of this Act, the Indians shall meet on u
certain day and elect six councillors ; that those six coun-
cillors shall elect a chief councillor, who shall be what
would be called a recve among the white communities in
Ontario; and that they shall have the same powers as are
given to the chiefs under the Indian Aect, and also certain
additional powers of arranging among themselves for the
improvement ot their reserves. These are, shortly, the
provisions of the Act.

Mr. BLAKE. This is not the title which was given to
the Bill in the notice paper. I suppose that the title was
perhaps thought rathor more extensive than the purpose of
the Bill warranted,

“Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, It was because I had not
the Bill before me when I gave notico.

Mr. MACKENZIE. The hon, gentleman had not seen
the Bill, then.

Sir JOON A, MACDONALD. Well, as I propared the
Bill, I ought to have seen it,

Bill read the first time.
AGREEMENT WITH BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Sir JOHN A.MACDONALD moved that the House do, on
Friday next, go into a Committee of the Whole House to
consider the following Resolutions :—"

1. That it is expedient to make provision for giving effect to the
agreement entered into between the Governments of Canada and
British Columbia laid before this House by Message from His Excellency
tke Governor General.

2. That it is expedient to grant and appropriate seven hundred and
fifty thousand dollars in aid of the construction of & railway and lice of
telegraph from Esquimalt -to Nanaimo, naccording to the terms and
subject to the conditions of the said agreement.

3. That it is expedient to grant and appropriate the sum of two
hundred and fifty thousand dollars for the purchase from the said Pro-
vince of the dry dock at Esquimalt, and such further sum as may be
required to repay to the said Province the amounts expended by the Gov-
ernment thereof or remaining dne at the paseing of the Act authorizing
this grant for work -or material supplied by the said Government since
the 27th day of June, 1882.

4. That it is expedient to authorize the grant to ¢ The Esquimalt and
Nanaimo Railway Company,” incorporated, or to ba incorporated, by
the Legislature ot British Columbia, for the construction of the said
railway, of the lands and the appurtenances thereof, or rights con-
nectsd therewith, that are or may be placed in the hands of the Gov-
ernment of Canava by tbat of the said Province inaid of or for pur-
poses relating tothe comstruction of the said railway, subject to the
terms, limitations, reservations, and conditions mentioned in the
agreement aforesaid.

5. That it is expedient to authorize the importation, free of daty,
of all steel rails, fish-plates, and other articlesof iron or steel, timber
and materials for bridges to be used in the first construction of the rail-
way and lines of telegraph mentioned in the preceding Resolutioans.

6. That it i3 expedient to provide that the said railway and line of -
telegraph and the lands, franchises, and other appurtenances thereof
shall, upon the completion and equipment therrof, aud subject to the
conditions, limitations, and reservations mentioned in the agreement
aforesaid and the schedules thereunto annexed, and so far as Her
Majesty shall have power to grant the sams,. but no further, bs the
properiy of the said company.

7. That it is expedient to provide that the Government of Canada
may payinterest at the rate ot four per cent. per. annum on any
money deposited by the Esquimalt and Nanaimo Ruilway Oompany, as
security for the due performance of their contract with Her Masjesty
respecting the said railway.
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é. That it is expedient to make legislative provision for giv-
ing effect to the agreement aforesaid, and that the mover of these
Resolutions have leave to bring in a Bill for that purpose.

Mr. BLAKE. Ihad supposed that the hon.gentleman
on this motion would have given some general explanation
of the arrangement and its effects, and particularly of that
point as to which one cannot very well judge from the
papers which have been laid before us, viz., what the real
cost to the Dominion of tho dry dock will be under this
arrangement,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I shall be prepared on
Friday to give full explanations; and, of course, atihis early
period of the Session there will be no object in hurrying,
and the matter can stand over de die in diem,

Motion agreed to,
REPORT.
The following Report was laid on the Table:

Annual Report of the Department of Indian Affairs for
the year ended 31st December, 1883.—(Sir John A,
Macdonald.) »

MANITOBA PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY moved that the House resolve
itself into Committee of the Whole to consider a certam
proposed Resolution (page 43) with respect to aid to Mani-
toba for Public Schools therein.

Mr, BLAKE. isuppose the hon. gentleman intends to
make some explanation of this,

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. Yes. It will bein the memory
of many hon. members, that some three years ago a pro-
| was made to Parliament and accepted by it, to make
an advance of $10,000 a year for three years, to assist the
Govermment of Manitoba in providing the necessary means
for the education of the people of that Province. The first
and second payments of $10,000 a year were made under
the authority of that Act. The third payment was not
made within the year, but lapsed ; and therefore it is con-
sidered advisable that we should ask Parliament, not only
for authority for the payment of that sum of $10,000, but
also to advance §15,000 for each of the years 1881.82 and
1882-83, to aid the Government of Manitoba in defraying
the expense of education during those years. Owing to
the sparseness of the population, it has been very expensive
to carry on the work of education in that Province; and the
Government have thought it desirable to delay the sale of
the lands reserved for educational purposes until they would
bring reasonably high prices, and o ask Parliament to
make these advances in the meantime, the Government of
Manitoba paying the Dominion Government 5 per cent.
interest until the advances are refunded from the proceeds
of the sale of the lands. The Government assented to the
proposition of the Government of Manitoba—in fact, the
latter asked something more, but this is the arrangement
we agreed to submit to the House.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Can the hon. gentle-
man state how much land has been s0ld, and what amount
has been realized theretrom ?

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. I amspeaking from memory,
but I donot think any lands have been sold. 'The Govern®
ment proposed to sell some at anction last spring, I think,
but the Government of Manitoba, if my memory serves me,
advised us to postpone the sale, and I do not think any
lands have since been sold, '

Mr. BLAKE. From the hon. gentleman’s statement, 1
understand that this Resolution is the result of a proposition
made by the Government of Manitoba to this Government

Sir JoaN A. MAcDONALD. ’

| rights.

to which they have either wholly or partly assented. I
think when a financial or other proposition is made by the
Government, based upon negotiations between them and a
Provincial Government, it is the duty of the Government
to bring down the papers which evidence the basis of
the negotiations, If the Government of Manitoba have .
made a suggestion, and there has been correspondence which
results in this proposition, we ought to have the papers, so
that we could sce what the views of that Government and
of this Government were, and how far it has been the wish
of the Dominion Government to meet the views of the Pro-
vince. With regard to the proposition itself, I do not think
any member of this House will be found to say that an
arrangement arrived at with a just degree of prudence, for
the edumcation of the young J)eople of Manitoba at this
early period, should be received otherwise than with favour.
No doubt we should, at the earliest moment, devise a gene-
ral system of education for that Province., But with
reference to the fund which we are creating, with reference
to the lands which we believe we cannot trust the people of
Manitoba themselves to administer, I think the hon.
gentleman has not wholly recollected the circumstances as
they have occurred to my own mind and as they have
appeared in the public prints, I think that serious difficul-
ties have been, and probably will be, encountered in carrying
out the policy of the Government with reference to the
school lands. If the hon. gentleman -would refer to the
Department he will find—at any rate the newspapers bhave
said so—that the difficulty in the way of selling has been
the fact of squatting on the land. A great many claims
have been made by individuals that their rights, ss they
call them, as squatters on the school lands should be
respected, and they complained that it was a hardship to sell
these school lands by auction. In consequence of repre-
sentations of that description, the sale which was advertised
was postpened and has never been resumed. What I have
to say is this, that if the system be continuned of keeping
the school lands locked up, and at the same {ime of allowing
people to squat on them, you are just breeding trouble. The
same objections which have been made before will certainly
be made again with added force if you permit these lands
to be so occupied. There, therefore, ought to be some
business-like adjustment of the question as to the terms
on which school lands should be opened for settlement,
and some immediate arrangement of the business, so far
as regards those persons who have squatted on school lands,
should be arrived at, for this i3 one of those things that
time will not heal, but will make worse.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The hon. gentleman is
correct in a certain secse in his recollections. The Gov-
ernment, under the Dominion Lands Act, advertised a
public sale, and the hon. gentleman will remember that
the Stalute provides for the selling of school lands by
public auction snd in no other way. Some two or three
years ago they were advertized for sale. As regards the
major part of the lots there could be no objection, but with
regard to others there were claims of persons who had
settled on them, some of whom said they did not know they
wero school lands, and others that they had settled under
the terms of the Dominion Lands Act of that day, which
enabled them to settle, and gave them certain inchoate
In addition to all that there was a communication
from the Manitoba Government, which is primarily inter-
ested in the salo of these lands at the highest price, that
they did not consider the time an expedient one for putting
these lands on the market. In consequence of these two
difficulties—in the first place the claims of certain indi-
viduals, and in the next the remonstrance of the Manitoba
Government—the sale was postponed; and I believe the
Manitoba Government are now sorry that the sale was
postponed. I think they would have got as good prices
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then as they are likely to get now. That is tho position of
matters. Under the Dominion Lands Act of that day, a
doubt arose as to whether these parties entering upon un-
surveyed lands, which afterwards proved to be school
lande, bad not certain rights, and that their rights would
override the clause of the Act providing that all school
lands shall be sold by auction. Those indivdual cases are
now being judged by the officers of the Department, and
the law was so amended that by no g;ossibility, after the
passing of the last Dominion Lands Aect, could there
be any claims set up for occupation, nor anything
against the right of the country to have these lands sold by
auction to the highest bidder, for school ¥urposes. There
has becen no communication since, that I at this moment
remember, except that the individual members of the Mani-
toba Government have stated that they are now of opinion
the opening of the season next spring would be a good
period for putting a limited portion of these lands on the
market, and it is the inteqtion of the Goverpment to do so.
My hon. friend understands, no doubt, the reason why the
last $10,000 was not paid, It was mere neglect of the
Ountario Government to demand payment, and under the
strict terms of the Stalute the money could not be paid. As
rega:ds the other terms of the Resolution, it provides that
there will be a further assistance of $15,000 a year for two
years. There was no written communication, for this rea-
son, that Mr, Desriviéres, a member of the Manitoba Gov-
ernment, came down especially 1o Ottawa and was heard in
Council. Of course, the Government said they had no doubt
Parliament would grant the 10,000, and after hearing him
we came to the conclusion we should make these two addi-
tional grants ; he expressing the opinion of his Government
that next season would be a favourable opportunity for
putting the lands on the market, from which might be
expected sufficient to go far towards furnishing tihe whole
amount of the advance.

Motion agreed to; and the House resolved itself into Com-

mittee.
(In the Committee.)

Mr. BLAKE. I suppose the hon. gentleman will bring|

down at an early stage any correspondence there may be
on the subject.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. I thinkthe leader of the Govern-
ment has stated that a representative of the Manitoba Gov-
ernment appeared before the Government. I have no
recollection of any written communication.

Mr. BLAKE. The hon. Premier was quite right in say-
ing that the Minister of Finance had explained about that
$10,000, and that no objection was made to it at all, In fact
this is not the first time the hon. gentleman has askod for
$10,000 to educate the people of this country.

Resolation orderad to be reported.

SALARY OF CARIBOO COUNTY COURT JUDGE.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Thke Legislature of the
Province of British Columbia passed, in 1883, an Act estab-
lishing five County Courts, and of course it was expected
that Parliament here would provide salaries for the five
Judges. However it was thought by the Government here,
esgxacially by. the Minister of Justice, Sir Alexander Camp-
bell, that this was perhaps premature, that we bad just pro-
vided two salaries for two additional Judges of the Supreme
Court and that with the sparse population of British
‘Columbia there was no necessiiy for five Supreme Court
Judges and for five County Court Judges in that Province.
When Sir Alexander Campbell was in Victoria thissummer,
he discussed that with the Government, and they came to
an agreement that, for the present, they would only want
the salary provided for ome Judge—the Judge for thg

Cariboo district—the difficulty being that there’ was a’
difference between the Government and the Bench. Tho

law as passed there provided that the Judges of the

Supreme Court should live in various districts—should be

distributed over the whole of British Columbia, They

objected very strongly to that, and they have now come to

an arrangement, a sort of compromise, by which the major

part of the Judges are to live in Victoria, to form the Benoh, -
and two of the Supreme Court Judges are to live in outer

districts. Those two Judges of the Supreme Court, with

this one County Judge at Cariboo, will, it is believed, bp

sufficient for the purpose, and, therefore, instead of pro-
viding salaries for the five County Judges under the Act of
1883, this House is only now asked to provide for the
salary of one Judge. There will be or has been, I am not

sure which, corresponding legislation altering the County

Court Aot in British Columbis, and doing away for the
present with the necessity for four other Judges. I move
that the House do now go into Committee of the Whole to

consider the following Resolution :—

That it is expedient to provide that the ealary of the Judge of the
County Oourt of Oariboo, in the Province of British Columbia, shall be
$2,400 perannum ; that he be paid such travelling allowances as the
Governor in Council may from time to time determine and that the

said salary and allowances be paid out of any unappropriated money
forming part of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of Canada.

Mr. BLAKE. Move it for Friday.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Now.

Mr. BLAKE. There is no object in that.

Sir JOIN A, MACDONALD. Thore is no cpposition,

Mr. BLAKE. Isaid there is no object at this period of
the Session in going on without the usual notice.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Very woll; Friday.

Mr. BLAKE. It is rather amusing, Mr, Speaker, that the
hon. gentleman should toil us to-day that in efféct we are to
be thankful for his saving us the salaries of four County
Court Judges.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. No; I did not say so.

Mr. BLAKE. Isaid in effect. The hon. gentleman said
that, instead of being called upon to provide the salaries of
five County Court Judges, we were called upon to provide
the salary of only one County Court Judge, and he inti-
mated that that was a very small demand; but most of us,
who recollect the discussion which took place when the
re-arrangement of the judicial system of British Columbia
was made, and we were called upon to sanction it by the
late Minister of Justice, will remember that this result was
predicted at that time, Then there were five Stipendiary
Magistrates, who had boen discharging their functions in
there dictricts, and they were pensioned off atan expenso
of, I think, about $8,000 a year, which pensions we are still
gaying. They were pensioned off in order that a system of

uperior Court Judges, and Superior Court Judges alone,
might be provided for the Province; and it was said that no
increased expemse would be caused, because that staff of
Superior Court Judges would be wholly adequate to the dis-
charge of the duties. I pointed out that the circumstances
of the Province were such as to require, in the remote and
interior part especially, locul Judges, that there would bo
this difficulty to which the hon. gentleman has referred,
that we would be called upon at an early day to replace by
somebody else the persons we were pensioning off, and that,
instead of the scheme being one of a permanent character,
not involving a large additional expenditure, it was one that
would bave to be supplemented #o as to cause thai addi-
tional expense. That was in 1880, and now, in 1884, ho
proposes that we should in effect replace under another name
a County Court Judge, one of those pensioned four years ago.
I believe it is impossible, as I stated before, to satisfactorily
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carry on the Administration of Justice in that Province
without local judges. I believe that a Judge, in one sense of
inferior grade, such as these Stipendiary Magistrates or
County Court Judges, would be probably quite adeguate to
the discharge of the duty at those points, but I think itisto
be much regretted that the judicial system of that Province,
by the conjoint action of the British Columbia Government
and this Government, which holds the purse strings and
pays the money, was at that time re-arranged as it is now,
that then the County Court Judges were pensioned, and now
& proposal is made to re-establish one of those County Court
Judges.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The hon. gentleman is
quite mistaken, Mr, Speaker, in supposing that 1 wasappeal-
ing to his gratitude for only asking the salary of one Judge.
My hon. friend is like Prince Schwarzenburg, who proposed
10 astonish the Czar Nicholas by his splendid ingratitude.
We do not get any gratitude from the hon. gentleman for
anything we may do for the good of the country. We do
the good notwithstanding, and virtue is its own reward ; but
we are not rewarded by the gratitude of my hon. friend.
He says he predicted some years ago that we would have to
return to the County Court system; but years progress,
Provinces grow larger, populations increase, and, if [ remem-
ber aright, the chief objection taken by the whole of the
bar and bench there was that the local gentlemen, the
stipendiary magistrates, who had looked after the miners in
early days and were gold commissioners as well during the
rush there, were all laymen, that there was not a lawyer
amoung them, and it was not thought satisfactory that they
shounld have such large jurisdiction. Iam not sure that they
could not try capital cases, but at all events they had the
Jjurisdiction of Superior Court Judgesin theirseveral sections,
and it was not thought satisfactory. These gentlemen were
pensioned off, I think, under the agreement with British
Columbia.

Mr. BLAKE. No; it was agreed that they should be
pensioned 'if they retired from office, but the pensioning
arrangement was only carried out the other day. .

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I believe nearly all the
salaries of those who are pensioned are being saved. Judge
O’Reilly is now the Commissioner for settling the Indian
reserves, and he gets the salary of his predecessor, Mr.
Sproat, and his pension is saved. I think Mr. Elliott,
another of these gentlemen, is in the same position. He is
employed otherwise, and therefore his salary is saved. Mr.
‘Trutch never was a Stipendiary Magistrate, but he' was one
of the pensioners, and he is also an officer of the Govern-
ment, and his pension is saved. I am not sure about the
others. However that may be, here is the system which
was adopted, and I fancy in the future it will be a good
system. Itis the system of the Province of Oatario that
there should be & Supreme Court for superior jurisdiction,
and County Court Judges. The Supreme Court consists of
five Judges. Two of them are to act for the present, until
the country increases still more than it has—and I am
bappy to believe that it is going to increase very rapidly in
the future—three of the Judges will remain in Victoria and
sit in bauc; the other two Judges will be on the Mainland,
and be District Judges, and in™ addition to these there will
be this County Court Judge, to be stationed in Cariboo. 1

do not think there will be, I do not conceive that there can )

be, any objection to the granting of this proposal.
Motion, as amended, agreed to.

SUMS PAID TO THE HON. JOHN O’CONNOR.

Mr. BLAKE, in moeving for a statemont in detail of any
sums paid to the Hon. John O’Connor since the period
covered by the Address of last Session, with dates and
pearticulars; also copies of Orders in Council and papers

Mr. BLAKE,

showing the arrangements under which such sums were
paid, said: I asked the hon. gentleman last Session to give
some information upon this subject, but no information was
vouchsafed. It seems from the papers we have that these
sums were paid to cover remuneration and expenses in
connection with the boundaries dispute between Ontario and
Manitoba, but we have had no return of what the particalar
services were, or what the expenses were. So far as one
can judge it seems to be an arrangement by which a pro-
vision of about $8,000 a year was made {o a gentleman for
whom the hoa. gentleman thought it convenient to provide
for otherwise than by placing him in the Administration.

Motion agreed to.

NOVA SCOTIA COAL IMPORTATIONS INTO THE
UNITED STATES.

Mr. BLAKE, in moving for copies of any despatches or cor-
respondence concerning, or of any regulations or orders of
the United States Government, finder which Nova Scotia
coal imported into the United States ports, is permitted to
be used for ocean steamship purposes, without the payment
of duty, and statement of any information in the possession
of the Government on the subject, said: I have been
informed there have been for the last twelve monihs, regula-
tions made by the Government of the Unitel States, or
some of its Departments, under which coal imported from
Nova Scotia into those ports for the purpose of being used
on ocean steamboats abroad, is taken out of bond and
exported—I cannot say, perhaps exported, but placed on
board those steamships for fuel purposes in their trade.
This is a very important step with reference to tho Nova
Scotia coal trade, and one in which we are interested, I
ask that the Address may be ordored,

Motion agreed to.

IRON BOUNTIES.

\fr. BLAKE. I observe by the Gazette that the Act of
lust Session om the subject of a bounty on iron, has been put
in force, and that must have been done on some Order in
Council regulating the amount, I also observe that the
hon. Finance Minister, being the other day in the city of
Toronto, was kind enough to receive a deputation of iron
manufacturers and persons interested in establishing in
that city works for the manufacture of pig iron, who repre-
gented to him that his calculations were somewhat erroneous
and that a lurger encouragement was absolutely necessary
in order to their establishing and carrying on in the public
good, and for the public interest, that important mana-
facture. I obzerve that the hon. gentleman rather disputed
the accuracy of the statements and calculations of the
gentlemen forming the deputation, and declared, as the
newspapers report, that he would, on his return to Ottawa,
cause their calcalations to be sifted by some of his own
officers, and would communicate the result.” I am anxious
to know what the hon. gentleman's final calculations are
upon that subject, and with a view to obtaining that cor-
respondence as well as the Order in Council, &c., I move
for copies of all Orders in Council, correspondence,
memorials and representations on the subject of the
bounty on manufactures of iron.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. The Order in Council relative
to the bounties, which has been passed under the action of
Parliament last Session, will be brought down. With
respect to the interview with the gentlemen at Toronto, the
statements were not made in the exact terms which the
hon, gentleman has stated. 1t was not asserted that the
calculations of the Government wore wrong.

Mr. BLAKE. Not at all. Isaid the Minister declared
that the calculations of those gentlemen were wrong,
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Sir LEONARD TILLY. Exactly, The facts were these :
Certain gentlemen were very auxious to establish iron
works in the city of Toronto, and made certain statements
to me, in order to show what it would cost to produce a ton
of iron in that city; and I thought the calculations they
sabmitted were of an exaggerated character. I asked them
to give mo the statements in order that they might be in-
vestigated, and said that if I found them erroneous I would
report to them. They said they would have the statements
prepared and forwarded; but thoy have not honoured me
with them up to the present time, so I have not had an
opportunity of enquiring into them or giving any answer.,

Motion agreed to.

SEIZURES AT PORTS OF ENTRY.

Mr. BLAKE moved for a statement showing tho number
of seizures made at each port of entry in the Dominion during
the last fiscal year ; also during the six months ending the
31st December last; the amount of fines exacted at each
port during each of the said periods; and the manner in
which the said fines were disposed of, giving the names of
the officers receiving any portion thereof, and the amount
received by each of such officers of the said fund. Ho said:
I am told this branch has been poculiarly active during the
past season.

Motion agreed to.

FISHING IN ONTARIO WATERS.

Mr. MULOCK in moving for a return of all regulations
now in force under the provisions of “ The Fishery Act " pro-
hibiting fishing in waters situate in the Provinco of Ontario,
said: In making this motion I beg to call the attention
of the Minister of Marine and Fisheries to a certain Order
in Council which 1 am informed has becn passed and in
force for some years. I am told there is an Order in Coun-
cil prohibiting fishing in any waters of the Province of
Ontario withoul a license or a lease from the Department
of Marine and Fisheries, and that under this Order in
Council certain convictions have been made, contrary
to what is understood to be the true spirit of the regulations,
and that parties have been put to the trouble of applying to
the Department for a remission of the fines, great expense
and delays at times occurring, and sometimes even their
petitions were not favourably considered. I am informed that
the Department do not intend to enforce that Order in
Council to the full letter; but yet they have delegated the
authority to abuse the privilege to persons probably not
well informed as to the true policy of the Government in
regard to the matter in question. From this it appears to
me that it would be possible to modify such Order in Coun-
cil, or, if thought advisable to preserve the sweeping
character of the Order, it would at least be proper to instruct
the fishery officers throughout the Province as to what acts
the Department consider offences sgainst the fishing
interest.

Motion agreed to.

MOTIONS FOR RETURNS.

Motions for the following Returns wera severally agroed
to:— .

Copies of all applications for ealcs or leases, and all cor-
respondence or reports touching, ani also statement of all
sales orleases made of coal lands in the North-West, not
coverd by thereturns aiready ordered, and of the particulars
of all conversions of leaseholds into freeholds of coal lands;
and statement of the payments made under any loases, sales
or conversions.—(Mr. Biake.) ,

Copies of all correspondence between the Government of
Capada and the Imperial authoritics, or with the Govern,

ment of Manitoba, or any other parties, on the subject of
the navigation of the Hudson B:y, not already brought
down.—(Mr. Watson.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD morved the adjournment of
the House.

Motion agreeld to; and (at 4:15 o’clock, p.m.) tho House
adjourned,

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
WEeDNESDAY, 30th January, 1884,
The SreAxER took the Chair at Throe o'clock.

PRAYERS.
PRIVATE BILLS.

Mr. COURSOL moved that, as the time for presenting
Private Bills to this House will expire to-morrow, the
samo be extended to Saturday, the 9th of February next, in
accordance with the recommendation of the Select Standing
Committee on Banking and Commerce.

Mo'ion agreed to.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills were sevorally introduced and read
the first time:—

Bill (No. 23) to incorporate the Vaudreuil and Prescott
Railway Company.—(Mr. McMillan, Vaudreuil.)

Bill (No. 24) to incorporate the Halifax Steam Navigation
Company, limited.—(Mr. Stairs.)

SALE OF INTOXICATING LIQUORS.

Mr. HOUDE, in introducing Bill (No. 23) to repeal the
Liquor License Act, 1883, said: A Bill for a similar ‘pur-
pose has been introduced by the hon, member for Huron ;
and as there are, in the preamble of that Bill, recitals
that I prefer would not be there, 1 have, therefore, intro-
duced another Bill repealing purely and simply the Aot
referred to. ’

Bill read the firstjtime.

FRAUD IN THE SALE OF PATENT RIGHTS.

Mr. MULOCK, in introducing Bill (No.26) for the better
prevention of fraud in connection with the Sale of Patent
Rights, said: The provisions of the Bill are similar to those
of the Bill introduced last Session, and are not, I believe, at
all obnoxious. I will explain them if the House desires.

Bill read the first time.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY AGREEMENT.

Mr. BLAKE enquired, Which are the clauses of Statutes
under the saathority whereof the Government made the
arrapgoments of 26th October and 7th November, and

T executed the agreement of 8th, 9th and 10th November,

with the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, laid on the
Table?

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. 1 will, perhaps, give a more
complete answer to a portion of the hon. gentleman’s ques-
tion by reading the memorsndim placed in my hands by
the Deputy Minister of Finance :

““The powers poasessed by the Government of Canada to borrow money
are spread over several Acts, but for convenience of rcfereance are
brought down each year in the Supply Bill. The manner in which the
Government shall borrow money is set forth by 35 Vie., cap, 6, 88
amended by 38 Vic,, cap. 4, which manner is alsoset forth in the Supply
Bill. Betting aside 38 Vic., cap.- 4, which simply reduces the rate of

L}
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interest which the Goveroment are authorized to pay on Dominion
stock, the borrowing powers and the manner in which the money can
be borrowed are coctained in the Supply Bill ot last Session and in the
Act 35 Vic., cap. 6. By the Supp}{ Bill of last Session (46 Vie., cap. 2)
in addition to the powers possessed of borrowing for specific purposes,
the Government of Uanada had power to borrow for general purposes
a8 on the 31st December, 1882, the sum of $19,676,443.57. This amount
on the 30th June, 1883, i)y increase of savings bank deposits and other
causes, had been reduced to $18,280,234.27 ( Vide General Btatements,
Pablic Accounts, 1883, page lii.) The amount of principal money
mentioned in the agreement with the Canadian Pacific Railway Com-
pany to represent $975,000 half-yearly for ten years, was $15,942,645,
and so far as that amount goes the Government of Canada were it
appears to me withia their borrowing powers. 1 find, on reference to
35 Vic., cap. 6, that, ag I said before, the manner in which the Govern-
ment can borrow money is detailed, and for convenience of reference I
may recite the various modes as follows : «. By the issue of debentures.
5. By the issue of Dominion stock. ¢. By direct terminable annuities.
d. By the issue of Exchequer bills and bonds. On the debentures and
stock a sinking fund may or may not be provided. In addition, the
Governor in Council is empowered to raise loans in any of these ways [
have mentioned, or partly in one and partly in another or others thereof.
The Act in its preamble sets forth that it was expedient to amend and
consolidate the enactments then in force respecting the public debt and
the raising of loans authorized by Parliament, and so avoid the necessity
of inserting any such provisions in the annusal Bills of Supply ; and up
to the present time this Act has been taken as;the basis on which all
loans have been effected. Ialso find that in addition, by clause 3, the
Governor in Oouncil has power, as the exigencies of the public service
require, to raise temporary loans imn certain cases. It will be noted
that nothing in the Act was to alter the provisions of the Act respect-
ing Dominion notes or the priority or rank of the changes then in
existence.”

That covers one part of the hon. gentleman’s enquiry. As
regards the acceptance of securities from the Canadian
Pacific Railway for deferred payments, the Government
made the arrangement trusting to the support of Parliament,

as the case was urgent.

ONTARIO AND QUEBEC ACCOUNTS.

Mr. BLAKE enquired, What is the amount claimed as the
balance due on the account between Ontario and Canada,
and on which side ? What is the amount claimed as the
balance due en the account between Quebec and Canada,
and on which side ?

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. The hon. gentleman has a
notice among the Notices of Motions with reference to copies
of the statements rendered to the authorities of Ontario and
Queboc, as to their accounts with Canada, &c. There will
be no opposition offéred to that motion, and the documents
will be brought down, showing exactly all the circumstances
under which that statement was made. There is, therefore,
no necessity {0 enter now into details which would not be
as complete as the statement to which I refer, ahd which
will be laid on the Table the moment the resolution passes.

THE CENSUS,

Mr. BLAKE enquired, When will the remaining volume
of the Census of 1881 be distributed ? ’

Mr, POPE. Next month.

CANADIAN PACIFIC GUARANTEE.

Mr. BLAKE enquired, Whether there has been any
further correspondence with the Canadian Pacific Railway
Company on the subject of the guaranty than that already
1aid on the Table ; and if 80, whether the samo will be forth-
with laid on the Table ?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I am not awire of there
going any other corrcepondence than that already Ekrought

own,

PAYMENT BY THE CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY
COMPANY TO THE GOVYERNMENT.

"Mr. BLAKE enquired, Whother the Canadian Pacific
Bailmzogompany, or any of its officers, have intimated
to the Government that it cannot or will not meet, or that
Sir LxoxAsp TILLEY.

it will find difficulty in meeting, its obligation under the
recent arrangement to pay a sum in cash on the 1st of
February ; and whether the Government expects to receive
that sum as agreed ?

Sic CHARLES TUPPER. I may say, Mr. Speaker, in
answor to that question, that I do not think it wounld be in
the public interest to prematurely enter upon a subject that
I intend to submit fully for the consideration of the House
at a very early day.

THE ARRANGEMENT WITII THE CANADIAN
PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY.

Mr. BLAKE enquired, Whether any understanding has
been reached with the Canadian Pacific Railway Company,
or any of' its officers, as to any modification of the arrange-
ment lately made by the company; or as to any further
concession to the company ?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I must ask the hon. gentle-
man to accept the answer which I have given to the last
question as the answer to this.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY POSTAL SUBSIDY.

Mr. BLAKTE enquired, Whether any arrangement has
been made with the Canadian Pacific Railway Company as
to the sale or amount of their postal subsidy or remunera-
tion for transport service? If so, when; and will the
paper be laid on the Table forthwith ? '

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Mr, Speaker, that subject will
be fully submitted for the consideration of the House ; .but
it is understood that the same postal subsidy and remunera-
tion for transport service will be given to the Canadian
PaciﬁcdRailway Company, as to other railways similarly
eituated.

REPORTS ON THE CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY
GUARANTEE.

Mr. BLAKE enquired, Whether there was any report
or memorandum on the subject of the recert Canadian
Pacific Railway guaranty other than those laid on the
Table? And if so, whether the same will be laid on the
Table forthwith ?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I am not aware, Mr Speaker,
of there being any other report of that kind.

DEPOSIT OF CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY
' SECURITIES.

Mr. BLAKE enquired, On what day the sums of money
and securities mentioned in the Order in Council of 7th
November, 1883, were paid to and deposited with the
Government and charged with the sums mentioned ? In
what bank or banks and to what amount in each bank
was the money paid ? With whom were the securities de-
posited? Where are they now? Was any instrument
evidencing the terms of the deposit and charge executed ;
and when? Was an instrument creating a charge on the

 postal subsidy and {ransport service charges executed ; and

when? Will any such instrument be laid on the Table
forthwith ?

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. The deposit receipt of the
Bank of Montreal, Ottawa, is dated the 16th November,
1883, and is for & sum of $8,661,733, and a further sum of
$148,607, being the equivalent of interest at 4 per oent.
upon $16,942,645 for 85 days, from 17th August to 16th
November. Although the deposit receipt is dated at Ottawa,
the 16th November, the transfer to interest account was
dated the 14th November, and the orders to purchase ex-
change for transmission to Eugland were sent from
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Montreal to New York on the 13tk of November. We
purchased at that time in New York Exchang;} to the
amount of £825,000 sterling. When I was in England,
owing to the large claims that were made by the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company, from the expoeditious manner in
which the works were being constructed, which exceeded
my estimate, I made arrangemonts for a temporary loan of
about $1,000,000 or £200,000 sterling. This £825,000
was to pay back that temporary loan, and to redeem §196,200
of 6 per cent. debentures due on the 1st of January, and
$3,000,000 was deposited in the Bank of Montreal at 4 per
cent. interest. In relation to the postal subsidy referred to
in the latter paragraph, the company made a proposal to
the Government on this subject, which proposal was
accepted and embodied in the agreement.

CONSOLIDATION OF THE STATUTES.

Mr. LANDRY (Montmagny) enquired, Whether the Gov-
ernment have appointed a French Canadian as a member of
the Commission for the Consolidation of the Dominion
Statutes; and if not, whether it is their intention to make
such an appointment, and when ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. M-r. Alphonse Ouimet,
who is, I believe, a French Canadian, has been appointed a
member of the Commission.

SALE OF LAND OR TIMBER IN TIHE BOW RIVER
DISTRICT.

Mr. JACKSQN enquired, Has the Government sold
to an American syndicate, or to any other syndicate,
person or persons since the 1st of March last, a tract of land
or timber limits in or convenient to the Bow River country
in the North-West? If so, the date of such sale, the
name or names of the purchaser, or purchasers, the num-
ber of square miles sol£ and the prices or consideration
received by the Government for the same?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. There have been no such
sales of timber lands, but the Government made leases of
certain timber berths in the North-West during last sum-
mer for disposal by public tender, and awarded them to the
highest bidder in each case. Some of those who acquired
berths are American lumbermen doing business at Eau
Claire, Wisconsin. As tothe last part of the question, if
the hon. gentleman will make a motion the iuformation
will be brought down,

DAILY MAIL FOR ST. GILLES.

Mr. RINFRET eonquired, Whether it is the intention of
the Government to grant a daily mail to the Parish of St.
Gilles, County of Lotbiniére?

Mr. CARLING. I may say to the hon, gentiecman, that
the matter is now under tho consideration of the Govern-
ment.

ACCOUNTS BETWEEN TIHE DOMINION AND

ONTARIO AND QUEBEC,

Mr. HESSON enquired, Whether the accounts standing
between the Ontario and Quebec Governments with the
Dominion Government have yot been finally settled ? If
not, why not ?

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. M. Speaker, the hon. mem-
ber will obtain the information he desires when we lay
upon the Table of the House, in a day or two, a statement
of the accounts between the two Governments.

" PASTURE LAND LEASES.

Mr. CHARLTON moved. for a return showing the num-
ber of pasture land leases granted in the yecar 1883, the
10

name of each léssoe, the estimated number of acres covered
by each lease, the term of each lease, the sum received and
to be received upon each lease, and the total number of
acres leased, and total recoipts from leases during the year.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. There is no objection to
that, nor to the other motions of which my hon. friend has
given notice. I have a communication from the Depart-
ment of the Interior stating, with respect to all these
motions, that the information called for is to be foundin the
annual report which is now being printed. At least, in
respect to the public lands, there will be no difficulty in
g}ilving the returns at once if the hon. gentleman wants
them.

Motion agreed to.

LICENSES FOR THE SALE OF LIQUORS IN THE
NORTH-WEST TERRITORILES,

Mr. BLAKE, in moving for copies of all despatches and
correspondence on the subject of the issue of licenses or
}i‘ermits for the importation of liquor into the North-West

erritories; and particularly with referonce to the tax or
fee thereon lately imposed, and for copies of the forms of
licenses ; and statement of the number issned, with names,
quantities and dates, and amounts collected, said : There
are two points which require attention with reference to
the subject of the motion I am about to move, First, I
have read numerous accounts, and many circumstantial
accounts, of what seem to be gross abuses of the
power to issue these privileges or permits to parties
entéring the North-West Territories. I have no per-
sonal information on _the subject, and speak only
from the ordinary source of public information; but
it is alloged very circumstantially that blank permits have
been issued, permits for an indefinite quantity, A story
was narrated in one of the papors of that country of an
occasion on which the officers charged with the duty of
searching the train found several persons in possession of
moderate sized packages of prohibited liquors without
permits; but after those persons were told to remain quiet,
another gentlemsan on the train produced one of the blank
or indefinite permits, and said all the liquor belonged to
him, and the efforts of the officer to carry out the law were
frustrated by that impudent declaration, under cover of a
permit entirely indefinite as to quantity. The next clause
in the resolution is with respect to the recent order or
declaration—I do not understand by what authority it has
been done—under which & tax or fee is charged, based
upon the quantity and description of the liquor. I know
not whether this has been done for revenue purposes or for
the regulation of the traffic, with a view to paying the ex-
pense cf the searchers, &c.; but it seems to me open to
geveral considerations of no small magnitude in connection
with this whole matter. I think, as I have taken occasion
to express more than once in this House, that the power
which has been granted and exercised by the Lieutenant
Governor of the North-West, as to granting permigsion to
bring liquor into the Territory, is one which should be very
carefully guarded indeed, and the exercise of which should
be restricted within the narrowest possible limits, and in
respect to which, instructions should be given as to the
mode in which it is to be exercised ; and returns in detail of
the number of permits, the persons, the quantities, &c.,
should be furnished to the Executive here, and by them to
Parliament, in order that the practical operation of the Act,
which is supposed to secure the prohibition of intoxicating
liquors in the North-West Territory, may be ascertained.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. All the papers on this
subject, at the disposal of the Government, will be brought
down. I believe there has been, in days gone by, a good
deal of improper licensing in the North-West. One cause
was that permits issued were not returned. A person who
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held & permit used that permit to bring in several quanti-
ties, That practice has been stopped. There has been, 1
have ascertained, within a day or two, a further limitation
in regard to the permits, and atax has been imposed. I
read only this morning a report on the North-West gener-
ally made by tbe Lieutenant-Governor, and it embraces this
subject among others in connection with that territory.
That report will be laid before the House at once. There
is no objection to the motion being adopted.

Motion agreed to.

MATTERS OF ESCHEAT.

Mr. BLAKE moved for copies of the.shorthand writers’
notes of the proceedings before the Judicial Committee of the
Privy Council in the case of the Queen and Mercer, and of
the judgment of the Court in that case. Also, copies of all
correspondence in connection therewith, and a statement of
the costs incurred by the Government in Canada and in Eng-
land in connection therewith, Also, for a statement of any
proceedings taken by the Government since Confederation,
in the nature of inquisition or otherwise, in matters of
escheat in any of the Provinces, giving the dates at which
the Government first intervened in cach of such matters;
the nature of the intervention, and astatement of the action
of the Government,with dates ; and for copies of all petitions,
correspondence, Orders in Council and papers connected
with all applications to the Government as to escheated lands,
since Confederation, not already brought down., He said:
The first part of this motion.is framed with a view to ascer-
taining the particulars with respect to this case of constitu.
tional importance which has come before the Judicial Com-
mittee of the Privy Council; and the latter part is inserted
in consequence of a statement made some time ago, which
I do not intend further to discuss now, but which I think
will be sufficiently discussed when the return is brought
down—{from which it would appear, if my memory serves
me, that during the early years aftor Confederation there
were numerous proceedings on the subject of escheated
lands taken by that Government, under the auspices of the
hon. First Minister, whowas then Attornoy General, in which
he claimed and asserted the authority ot this Government
to interfere with those lands.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Hear, hear.
Motion agreed to.

AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIUS,

Mr. GIGAULT (Traoslation) Moved thar a Sclect
Committee be appointed to enquire into the best means of
encouraging and developing the agricultural industries of

Canada, and to roport thereon to this House ; with power to |

send for persons, papers and records; the said Committee to
consist of Messrs. Bain (Wentworth), Orton, Foster,
Landry (Montmagny), Benoit, Fisher, lrvine McDougald
and the mover.

Mr. BLAKE. Perhaps the hon. gentleman will have no
objection to indicate the precise object he proposes to
accomplish by this Committee ; whether it is in the direction
of improving and developing the tariff, or in the way of
protecting and developing the agricultural industries, or in
some other way.

Mr. GIGAULT (Translation). My motion iteelf ex-
_ plains the object which I propose to attain. The Com-

mittee whose formation I vow ask, will have occasion to
study the operation of the various departments of agricul-
ture in other countries, to enquire if tho results accomp-
lished by such departments have been satisfactory, and
having completed these investigations they make such sug-
gestions which may appear to them to be useful in the in-
terest of the farming community, and with a view to pro-

Sir JoaN A. MAcDONALD,

moto the improvement of sgriculture in Canada., In
Washington, the department was formerly organized on the
same principle as ours; they simply dealt with the census
and statistice, and it was not until after 1860 that it was
thought expedient to make a change. A special Board of
Agriculture was organized, a Commissioner was appointed,
and from thattime they commenced to distribute sceds
imported from foreign countries. = Works on the art of
agriculture were also distributed, and the Commissioner on
Agriculture, together with a great number of farmers, were
perfectly enthusiastic in their appreciation of the usefulness
and efficiency of the services rendered by the Depaitment.
Several new kinds of culture have been implanted in the
United States, thanks to this organization, whose beneficial
inflnence did a great deal towards improving the state of
agriculture. A garden or experimental farm is also attached
tothe Department of Agriculture in Washington. These
changes have wrought most satisfactory results, in the
opinion of the officersof the Department and of a great num-
ber of persons, It will be the business of this Commitiee o
enquire into the possibility, on the part of the Department
of Agriculture in Ottawa, to adopt the system in partof the
system followed in Washington. To improve the condition
of those who till the land, it seems to me that it is im-
poseible to make too many researches and enquiries, because
our welfare amd the future prospects of our commerce and
industry both depend upon the increase of our agricultural
production. Therefore, I hope that this House will favour-
ably accept my motion and that the work of this Committee
will be such as to promoto the improvement of agriculture
in our country. :

Mr. CHAPLEATU. 1 hope there will be no objection to
adding the name of the hon. member for Richelien (Mr.
Massue), Presid ent of the Agricultural Association of the
Province of Quebec, to the Committee. I move that his
name be added.

Mr. FOSTER. Inseconding the motion of my hon. friend,
I would only hope that the information which he has given
has been satisfactory to the hon. gentleman who asked for
it. Presuming that information has been sufficient, I shall
not follow in the line of remarks made by my hon, friend,
but shall trouble the House with only a very few words
with reference to why I second this motion, It is not neces-
sary to say that the agricultural interest is, if not the
most important, among the most important interests of
Canada. Not only is it a very important interest, but it is
more nearly related in the way of supplying a stimulas to
all the other great industries of Canada, than perhaps any
other one weimight mention. The Dominion of Canada has
expended a great deal of money and a great deal of energy
in developing these very great interests—the shipping
interest, the interest of railways and canals, and the
manufacturing interests of the country; and yet it is not
too much to say that all these different interests have as
their object, and look towards, the development of the
agricultural interests of the country as a source of supply
and feeder for the trade and traffic which shall pass over
them and be carried by them, Although it cannot be denicd
that these different interests have an effect on the agricul—-
tural interests of the country, it is possible for a Govern-
ment, and it is possible for our own Government more
directly, to aid the development of our agricaltural interests
by the gathering and diffusing of eeitain information
which can be gathered and diffused as well in no other
way. Another consideration which leads me to favour the
appointment of this Committee is this: We all know that
the Dominion of Canada occupies a very different position
to-day from the positions occupied by the different Pio-
vinces before the Union. Those Provinces had different
interests, were under different commercial tariffs, had a

certain trade rivalry with each other, and did not possess
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that commercial standing in the markots of the world that
they now possess after having been united in one Dominion.
In addition, the Union has brought into play a keener com-
petition. The United States have been spurred on to
greater efforts to extend their trade and commerce in
competition with the Dominion of Canada as a whole, than
they were by aby one or two of the Provinces taken
separately. We find that the people of that country have
taken very great pains to assist, by the collection and dis-
tribution of information, the agricultural development of the
country. They have a well organized agricultural depart-
ment, which has its various branches—agricultural, entomo-
logical, chemical, and others—each of which has its experts,
whoee knowledge and energy are devoted to the collection
and dissemination of information in relation to those various
branches. If, then, we are subjected to a keener com-
petition with the United States as 2 Dominion than we were
as several Provinces, it behoves us to do as much as we pos-
sibly can towards aiding our agricultural interests, by gather-
ing and disseminating similar information. It must be
borne in mind, also, that we possess singular facilities for
carrying on this work. We have already a Department of
Agriculture under the charge’of a competent, able and prac-
tical Minister. We have all the methods for work organized
and ready; and all that i3 necessary for us to do in order
to arrive at what I am sure is the oltject of the mover
of this resolution, is to have those mecthods brought
into play for the collection of agricultural statistics,
and for the dissemination of the information so col-
lected for the benefit of our people. It may be said,
Sir, that the agricultural interest, if left alome, can take
care of itself, I do not believe, however, that such inter-
ests should be left to take care of themselves. The great
difference between Governments at this age of the world’s
history, and Governments in former times, is that by the
latter the great interests of the country were left to take
care of themselves, while now they are not. Old Govern-
ments directed their attention chiefly to two objects—one to
gather the taxes, and the other to carry on the wars. All
the really great intercsts of the country were allowed to
take care of themselves. Now-a-days, Governments take it
as the rule of their conduct that all these interests should
be gradually drawn within their purview, and should be
assisted by all the talent and skill they demand for their fullest
development. I think, therefore, thatit canunotbe urged, as
4 valid objection to this motion, that the agricultural interest
can take care of itself. Neither do I think it fuir to suggest
that it should be left to Provincial supervision solely. In
the first place, & great many of the Provinces do not possess
-Agricultural Bureaus. But even if all the Provinces had
well organized Bureaus of Agriculture, yet we form a
Dominion, and it would be highly desirable to get a view
of the resources and capabilities of our country as a whole,
and not simply of several Provinces in detail. It is from
these considerations, Sir, that I am moved to support the
motion of my hon. friend from Rouville; and 1 hope the
Government will see fit to agree to it. I have much plea-
sure in seconding the resolution.

" Motion, as amended, adding the name of Mr. Massue,
agreed to.

NORTH-WEST TERRITORIAL ADMINISTRATION.

Mr. CAMERON (Huron) moved for copies of all
Minutes or all Orders in Council, all resolutions or repre-
eentations of the North-West Council sent to the Govern-
ment of Canada, or the Minister of the Interior, on the
subject of the administration of the affairs of the North-
West Territories, and the complaints made by, and the
grievances of, the inhabitants of such Territories; and all
correspondence between the Government of Canada and
tho North-West Council, or the Lieutenant Governor of the
North-West Territories, or any other person, on the same

subjects. He said : The North-West Council is composed of
thirteen members—six nominees of the Crown, six repre-
sentatives of the people, and the Lieutenant Governor; and
this Council is invested with certain power and authority,
Itissaid thatthese gentlemen are friends of the Government.
I think there is no doubt but that three-fourths of the
gentlemen, at all events, composing the North-West Council,
are friends of the Government. Not longago, the Council,
after due deliberation, having sat in soleinn conclave, passed
certain resolutions, preferring certain charges or indictments
against the Government with respect to the management of
affairs in the North-West and the policy the Government
have been pursuing in regard to the North-West. It is
said the indictment contains sixteen distinct charges, every
chargo levelled against the Government. How far that is
true or untrue, of course Ido not know. I only know what
has appeared in the newspapers. It is said in the news-
papers that such an indictment has been preferred against,
and transmi‘ted to, the Government in Ottawa. I desire to
know if such is the case ; and, in common with the whole
mass of the people, I desire to know distinetly the charges
made by the North-West Council against their friends in
Ottawa.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I have no objection to
bring down this indictment, or these indictments, which the
hon. geatleman speaks of, and shall bring them down. The
hon. gentleman says they have been preferred by friends of
the Government, My hon, friend has no confidence in the
Government, nor in those who have ; and having no con-
fidence in the friends of tho Government, he cannot have
much confidence in these complaints. No doubt, when
these complaints are laid before the House, I shall have the
support of my hon. friend against those attacks made on us
by our own friends,

Motion agreed to.

LAND AND TOWN RESERVES.

Mr. CAMERON (Huron). I make this motion more for
the purpose of endeavouring to elicit from the Government
a declaration of their policy with respect to the land and
town 1eserves, than for the purpose of obtaining these
returns, should they be very voluminous. The hon. First
Minister knows that Moose Jaw, at all events, is not yet
open for homestead jor preemption, He may know that a
large number of settlers from Ontario settled in Moose
Jaw region, and, I believe, in the city or town reserve,
before the railway was completed; that some of these
people settled in good faith and have made valuable
improvements; that owing to the lands not yet being open
for homestead or preemption, these peoplo are placed in a
vory difficult position. I know several young men from
my own county—active, vigorous and intelligent—who
went up two years ago for the purpose of settling in the
North-West, and, having cast their eyes on the Moose Jaw
district, settled down there in good faith, believing that
their claims would be properly recognized, and that they
would be dealt with in a liberal spirit. 1 know the cases
of several young men whowm I met while up there last fall,
who have made valaable improvements on their property.
One has fifty acres under cultivation, has built a
valuable house, and has surrounded himself with all
the comforts «ne could expect in & mnew region;
but although he has been settled there two years,
he has not yet been able to get his homestead or pre-
emption. \When I saw him, he consulted me, as an old
friend of his father, as to whether it would not be advisable
for him to give up all his improvements and leave the
country altogether, I advised him strongly to remain, saying
the Government could not fail to deal properly and fairly
by him if his claim was represented to them. What1 de-
sire to know, as far as I can ascertain it from the hon. First
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Minister, is how aro men of that class to be dealt with? I
saw, by an article in the Mail, which appeared shortly after
the new regulations were issued, that 1t is the intention of
the Government to charge $5 an acre for the land in the
town reserve. If this should be done, it will prove a great
hardship and injustice to the early settlers, the pioneers,
the men who went in there when there was not a soul in
that section, and who have toiled there for a period of two
years. If they will have to pay §5 an acre, they areclearly
in not as good & position as the men who wentin at a more
recent period. There was no idea in the minds of the
young men of whom I have spoken that the Mooss Jaw
Creek was (o be one of the termini of the Canadian Pacific
Railway, nor could they have known that it was to
be one of the Government towns, though any one
with eyesight could see that Moose Jaw was
destined ultimately to be of comsiderable importance.
Baut, apart altogether from one’s observations, there was no
other information to lead these people to settle there,
except that the country was good, that the Jand was good,
and the situation was a favourable one. There was no
railway, and the railway was not located there, These
young men to whom I have referred were there in the
month of April, 1882. Well, the railway was not located
at Moose Jaw Creek, or at Thunder Creek, until away on
in the fall of that year, in August or September of that year.
When I was passing through that country in August, the
railway was not then located across Thunder Creek. The
surveyors were there, but it had not been finally located.
These men from my county located there—some of them,
I may tell the hon. gentleman, are friends of the Govern-
ment, if that makes any difference in a matter of this kind,
though I don’t think it does—and have remained there
since, and by my advice remain there still, in the hopes
that & measure of justice will be dealt out to them; and
that they will be able to make their entries for homestead
and preemption within a very short period. I cannot
understand why the Moose Jaw region should not have
been opened for homestead and preemption long ago. It is
said that there was some mistake in the surveys. Thatmay
be g0, and that may have retarded it to some extent the
right to get entry; but it should not have retarded it for a
whole year. The Regina region has been opened for
homestead some time ago; the Moose Jaw region is not
yet opened for homestead and preemption, and these men
are there in this uncertain and equivocal position. If the
policy of the Government is to charge the people who have
settled in good faith in the town reserve $5 an acre, it is
not a good policy. The railway passes to the north of the
township on which Moose Jaw is located. If a man gets his
land abutting on the railway for $5 an acre, it is not fair
to make a man five miles from the railway pay the same price
for it. I cannot see the reason why those settlers who went
in in good faith, and have made valuable improvements
on their land, and built houses on their land, should not get
their homestead entries as other people in Manitoba have
got theirs, by paying a nominal fee, and should not get their
preemption entries on the same terms as others, It may
have been their fortune, it may have been their good for-
tune, to have got there in good time, but that is no reason
why they should be cut out of that good fortune by the act
or Folicy of the Government. I hope the hon. gentleman
will see that the region of Moose Jaw is put in such a posi-
tion that the settlers will be able to get their homesteads
promptly before the spring opens for industrial pursuits,
and upon the same terms as others who have gone up into
the new region have been able to get their land. I move
for this return, not, I say again, with a view to ask the De-
partment to bring down voluminous returns, if they are
voluminous, but rather with a view of letting the people in
that section of the country know to some extent what course
Mr. Caurron (Huron).

the Government propose pursning with respect to the land
in the Moose Jaw region. I move for:

1. Copies of all Orders in Council or de;fa.rtmental orders, regula-
tions and correspondence with the Land Commissioner or other Agents
of the Government respecting the withdrawal from homestead and pre-
emption of a!l lands in what is known as the Town Reserve at Regina,
Moose Jaw, and other places in the North-West Territories on the line
of the Canadian Pacific Railway, and respecting the re-opening of said
lands for homestead and preemption, and the terms and conditions on
which so re-opened.

2. All Orders, regulations and correspondence as to the claim of set-
tlers and squatters on such lands, the name of the claimant, the nature
of his claim, and how disposed of, and what disposition was made of the
land claimed.

3. All Orders in Council or departmental orders or regulations and
correspondence respecting the sale by public auction or private sale of
such lands, to whom, when, and for ‘what price sold. and how paid or
payable, the upset or fixed price for each section.

4. All regulations and decisions of the Department respecting the
claims made by settlers or squatters on such lands.

Sir JOON A. MACDONALD. Mr. Speaker,1 am glad
the hon. gentleman has explained what Le wants under this
motion. A return made in the terms of it would be, as the
hon, gentleman will see, a very voluminous and expensive
one, would take up a great deal of time, and perhaps defeat
the object the hon. gentleman has in view; but I shall call
the attention of the officers of the Department to the state-
ment made by my hon. friend in the Hansard, and they
will see exactly what he wants. Ido not believe, in the first
place, that any one person who has settled in any of these
town sites or in the Mile Belt has beenremoved or evicted.
The claims of every person there, will be examined and
judged on ther own merits. Of course it is 8 matter of no-
consequence to the Government or the Department of the
Interior whether A or B gets any specified lot. If the
party who settles there has a legal right, of course that
legal right must be maintained. if any party has an
equitable right—and I do not mean an equitable right
in the technical sense, but a moral right, & right in justice—
to hold this land, that right will be maintained. The Gov-
ernment policy was announced, and met the approval, I
think, of the other side, that, while the homestead system
was a beueficial one to settle the country, there was no
ground for making a present of a town site to a person who
happened to cross it, and that the Government should fairly
get the profit of these town sites to meet the expenditure
which Canada has made in that country. The claims of
these parties will be fully considered and adjudged accord-
ing to justice and according to equity. Of course there is
an infinity of cases—the hon, gentloman has been in that
country and he knows—there are an immense number of
bogus claims, where persons who have gome on, looking
around wherever they thought there would be a town site,
or a water privilege, or a crossing, or a ford, or a trail,
or any chance of a town, have made merely nominal
gettlemenis and set up claims. Well, these have got
to be carefully considered. It is of very great import-
ance that the bond fide settler, going in there with
with a real honest desire to become a settler, and settling
down upon apny one lot, and commencing to improve it,
should get, and I think he deserves to get, every encourage-
ment ; and, if he happens to have the good luck to settle
on a property which afterwards proves o be a valuable
one, that is his good fortune. The Governmeont, of course,
do not grudge him that good fortune. Bat, ifthey find thata
place that is really known to every one to be a town site is
claimed by a party who goes there really to keep out the bond
fide honest settler, that man must be dealt with accordingly.
As regards the delays at Moose Jaw, I think the sarveys
were not finally approved—the hon. gentleman perhaps
knows more sbout it than I do, as to when the survey
was finally approved. It is of very great consequence that
no settlement should be made under a survey until that

survey is a legal one, because it is known to everyone
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familiar with the old supveys in the Province of Ontario,
what an immense amount of litigation and trouble and loss
has been caused to various sections of tho country by the
existence of erroneous surveys, and by sottlements under
these erroneous surveys. The first thing is to have a
correct survey, and then immediately afterwards, when the
furvey is approved, the patents should issue, I may say,
Mr. Speaker, while I am on this subject, that the amended
system of issuing patents which was introduced by the law
of last year, has been perfectly successful. The previous
process was a long, circuitous and expensive one—going
from one Department to the other. Now, the Department
has during the whole of this autumn been issuing patents at
the rate of from 7 to 100 per day.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I would like to ask
the hon. gentleman one or two questions if he wou'd permit
me. I am speaking under correction—I am not certain of
the fuct—It was stated to me, however, that a proclamation
had been issued with reference to this same Mile Belt, sta-
ting that parties would be evicted from it some time ago.
If I amcorrect, and that was actually doné, I should like to
know whether that proclamation has been also formally re-
scinded. The First Minister will understand the reasons
why I ask, because, no doubt, although, as he has now
explained, it is not, as I understand, the intention of the
Department to evict any honest settlers, still, if I am rightly
informed, it was claimed, or officially stated in some way,
:'hat all parties on the Mile Belt would be evicted at one

ime.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. There was no notice of
the eviction, but thero was a warning to the parties that
the Mi'c Bolt was reserved, and that they shou!d not settle
on it,

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGH!I. They so construel
it—I dare say they may havo construed it wrongly. I
would also like to ask whether he thinks these matters can
be taken up within any reasonable time, and if so, what
time? and who is specially charged with deciding those
cases ? Everything which lies along the Mile Belt, at any
rate, is comparatively within easy access of the Commis-
sioner, or his deputies. The hon. gentleman will under-
stand it will be a matter of great importanco to these people
that they shoull know at an carly moment what the
policy is. '

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. That process is now
going on and has been going.on for some little time, All
these matters are to be decided by the Land Boards—The
Land Boards consisting of a commissiorer and a surveyor,
or inspector; Mr. Walsh and Mr, Pierce. These gentlemen
are ‘besides inspectors of homesteads, and travel, not only
along the Mile Belt, but elsewhere, for the purpese of verify-
ing the settlements of each person and seeing if they have
really been residents for three years, and whether they have
made such substantial improvements as to entitle them to
their patents. The patents are now issuing very rapidly.

Motion agreed to,

SALES ON THE CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY
BELT.

- Mr. WRIGHT, in the absence of Mr. Ives, moved for a
return showing the average price obtained by the Govern-
ment (exclusive of town sites) for Jand sold within the limits
of the Canadian Pacific Railway Belt.

Mr. BLAKE., With reference to that motion, I under-
stand that the great bulk of that land the hon. member
refers to in -his motion, is held for homestead and pre-
emption. It would not be reasonable to take an average
price on the whole acreage that has been disposed of by
the Government under the homestead and precmption

system, and tbat which may have been actually sold by
them during either period, while they were selling land in
that quarter, The hon. gentleman stated, I think, 1he
other day, that very few sales had been made,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Very few sales.

Mr. BLAKE., Perhaps it would not be much troub'e,
under tkose circumstances, to give the sales.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. I have nooljo tiins.
Mcticn agreed to.

SECTION B, CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY,

Mr. CASEY moved for copies of any agreement betwaen
the Government and the contractors for Section B, Can.
adian Pacific Railway, and the Canadian Pacitic Railway
Company, in regard to the transfor to the latter of tho
contract for said Section B, and of any Orders in Council
giving effect to said agreement ; also copy of report of tho
engincers appointed 1o re-measure the work on said con-
tract previous to said transfer, and the report of the Engi-
neer-in-Chief in regard thereto; also, copies of all corres-
pondence and agreements with the said contractors in regard
to measurement and classification of work on said contract;
or to compensation for the transfer of said contract, or for
the right to run tbe said portion of the railway during con-
struction, and of all Orders in Council in relation to any of
these matters; also for statement, in detail, with dates and
amounts, of all payments made to said contractors or tothe
Canadian Pacifis Railway Company on account of the said
contract. 1leraid: The motion calls for some informatinn
suggested by the remaiks of the hon. Minister of Railways
during the debate on the Supply for this item last Scssion.
The hon. Minister then stated that that contract had been
transferred from the original contractor to the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company—practically on the same terms—
that a re-measurement had been made of the work, and a re-
classification, as I understood. I sappose by this time the
reports spoken of are made, and these arrangements must
be concluded.

Motion agreed to.

FURTIIEL SUMS PAID TO CONTRACTORS FOR
SECTION B.

Mr. CASEY moved for copies of estimates of further
sums required to be paid to the contractors for Section B,
Canadian Pacific Railway Company, on account of contract
for construction, or of any subsequent agreement.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I was not present whon the
hon. gentleman moved the preceding resolation, or I would
have stated to the House that I had already given instruc-
tions to have these papers prepared and laid on the Table,

Motion agreed to.

PULLMAN PALACE CARS ON THE INTERCO-
LONIAL RAILWAY.

Mr. WELDOYX, in moving for any correspondence, docu-
ments, contracts or agreements with the Pallman Palaco
Car Company in rolation to the company’s cars running
over the [ntercolonial Railway ; also any contract or agrec-
ment with express companies a8 1o conveyanco of cxpress
matter over the said railway, said: I understand that the
contract with the Pallman Palace Car Company will thortly
expire, and I desire to know whether it is the int-ntion of
the Government to continue the agreement with that com-
pany or not. There are grave causes of complaint in regard
to the manner in which passengers are treated on those cars.
I can speak from my own experience. On onecccasion I took
a through passage in & Pullman car, and when wo reached
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Moncton I was told the car would go no further, and that I
would have to go to Montreal to have the money refunded.
A short time ago some passengers took passage on board one
of these cars from St. John to Quebec. An accident
occurred to that car, and they were refused accommodation
in the other Pullman unless they again paid the full fare.
These cars are, no doubt, outside the control of the Depart-
ment; but I think in making any further arrangements
some control over them should be given to the Department
of Railways, so that improved accommodation and better
altention may be paid to passengers. The same remark
applies to express companies. If & company has a mono-
poly of the carrying of express matter over the Inter-
colonial Railway, the Government should have some control
over-the tariff of rates, because complaints have been made
in regard to irregular charges imposed on such express
matter. I, therefore, make this motion with a view to call
the hon. Minister's attention to the subject.

Motion agreed to.

MAIL CONVEYANCE IN NEW BRUNSWICK.

Mr.
memorial or other documents from the Board of Trade in the
city of 8t. John or other parties, in relation to the conveyance
of mails on the night train onjthe St. John and Maine Rail-
way to St.Stephen and Woodstock ; also, as to conveyance
of mails over the Grand Southern Railway to St, George, said :
I make this motion in order to bring before the notice of the
Postmaster General the inconvenience which arises from the
mode in which the mails are carried through a part of St.
John county and Charlotte county. The Posimaster
General is, no doubt, aware that the Grand Southern Rail-
way runs from St. John to St. Stephen, in the county of
Charlotte, a distance of eighty miles, and that this railway
passes through several centres of population in both coun-
ties, The Postmaster General will perceive the inconve-
nience occasioned when I state the manner in which the
mails are carricd. The mrail leaves St. John for St. George
by stage at 8 a.m,, arriving in St. George at 6 or 7 p.m,,
if the weathor is fine. If the mails were sent by railway
they would leave at the same hour, 8 a.m., and arrive at
11 a.m., being three hours instead of ten or twelve hours.
So with respect to the correspondence of commercial men,
which is very important, with anotber commercial centre,
St. Stephen. The mails now leave St. George, go to
St Andrews, twenty miles distant, lio over at night and
arrive at St. Stephen next day at 8 or 10 am. If they
were 8:nt by tiain, they would go to St. Stephen in an
hour and a-balf, instead of from twenty to twenty-four
hours. The mails from St. Stephen to St. George leave St.
Stephen at 2 p.m., go to St. Andrew, remain all night, and
arrive the noxt day at 9 or 10 o’clock. Ifgent by railwa
they would reach St, George in an hour and a-half. The
mails leave St. George for St. ‘Jobn at 8 a.m., and arrive
there at 6 p.m. If sent by train they would leave St.
George at 11 a.m., and arrive at St. Jobn at 1 p.m., being
two hours on the way, instead of ten hours. I am sure the
Postmaster General, when he looks into the matter, will
sce that he will confer a great favour on a large
population in both counties by having the mails carried by
raiiway instead of by stage. I do mnot think tbe cost will be
much increased to the Department, while at the same time
the public would be accommodated. The railway could
accommodate some dozen offices right along the line—St.
John, Spruce Lake, Prince of Wales, Musquash, Leanprean,
Pennfield, St. George, Upper Milis, Dyers, Dumbarton,
Oakbury and St. Stephen.” The mails by stage to Dyers,
Dambarton, Upper Mills and Pennfield, which involve con-
siderable expense 1o the Department, could then be dis-
pensed with, This change would be a great convenience to
merchants who get supplies at St. Stephen and St. John,

"~ Mr. WELDON,

GILLMOR, in» moving for any correspondence,

-the total amouat of bonuses or premiums received.

and even now the railway is utilized for the sending of
letters by parties who desire to get-freight the next morn-
ing. Iam quite satisfied that if the Postmaster General
will look into the matter, he will find that the carriage of
the mails by railway will be in the public- interest,
and will afford improved accommodation to a large popu-
lation, and that, practically, without additional cost. I
am confident the hon. gentleman will consider the subject,
and I hope he will see that it will be in the interest of the
public generally to make the arrangement I havo sug-
gested. :

Mr. WELDON. I desire to call the attention of the Post-
master Greneral to the carriage of mails to Woodstock and
St. Stephen by the St. John and Maine Railway. There
is at present only a day mail, and yet there is a night train.
I understood there was an arrangement to carry a night
mail. Thisis a very important matter to those corres-
ponding with people on the upper part of the river, I also
direct the attention of the Postmaster General to the fact
that complaints are made that while there is a railway run-
ning into Richibusto, the mails are carried by stage. At
this season of the year particularly, the mails are very
irregular and much time is wasted on account of the roads
heing blocked. I submit that the mails on that section
ehould be carried by the branch railway running 110m the
Intercolonial into Richibucto.

Mr. CARLING. Arrangements have already been made
to carry mails on the night train from St. John to St. Ste-
phen and Woodstock. With regard to the mail on the Grand
Southern Railway to St. George, an officer of the Department
is now making an enquiry and will shortly make a report.

Motion agreed to.

MOTIONS FOR RETURNS.

Motions for the following Returns were soverally agreed
to:—

' “i'n snowing the total number of acres of public lands
ontei. i a8 homesteads during the year 1883, ‘Che number
of such entries, and the number of entries cancelled during
the same period, with the total number of acres covered by
such cancolled entries. Also, a return showing the number
of preemption entries in the ycar 1883, and the total
number of acres covered by such entries.—(Mr. Charlton.)

Return showing the numbor of acres of public lands
surveyed in Manitoba and the North-West Territory, in the
year 1883, and the cost per acre of such survey.—(Mr.
Charlton.)

Return showing the total number of acres of public
lands sold in the year 1883, the average price per acre
received and the total amourt received from such sales.
Also, a return showing the number of applications under
colonization plans numbers one and two, under regulations
of December 23, 1881, the number of acres granted under
each application, the amount received under each appli-
cation, the total number of applications granted, the total
number of acres granted, and the total amount received.
—(Mr. Charlton.)

Copies of all regulations or orders issued by the Defart-
ment of the Interior concerning the sale or management of
agricultural lands, timber lands, pasture lands, mineral
lands and town sites, not covered by the order of last
Session.—(Mr, Charlton.) - '

Return ehowing: 1st. The total number of timber
licenses or permits applied for and granted or refused,
gince 1st February, 1883; the estimated area covered by
each license or application, and the total number of square
miles estimated to be covered by the timber licenses irsned
during the period named. 2nd. The amoant of bonuses or
premiums per square mile, and on the aggregate paid to
and received by the Government on each such license, and
3rd.
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The name and residence of each applicant for a license. 4th.
The date of application for each license and the number of
years each license is granted for. 5th. The Crown dues or
stampage charged or chargeable on cach license, and the
kind and estimated quantity and quality of timber on each
area 80 liccnsed. 6th. Whether in each case, where a
license or permit was granted, the berth was put up at
public auction after public notice inviting tonders was
given, and was sold to the bighest bidder, or whether
granted upon application or tender from the grantee, with-
out inviting public competition. 7th. Copies of all claims
made on the Government for any such area or timber by
any persons, and all petitions, remonstrances, or communi-
cations sent or made to the (Government respecting such
areas, licenses or timber,and all correspondence had with the
Government respecting such claims, or in any way respect-
ing such areas, lands, licenses or timber, and the action of the
Government therein ; also, a copy of all maps and plans show-
ing the location or areas of such licenses or permits.—(Mr.
Charlton.)

Copies of correspondence between the Dominion Govorn-
.ment and the Government of Quebec, in relation to the
claims of the Province of Quebec against the Dominjon of
Canada.—(Mr. Coursol.) '

Copies of all Orders in Couneil, despatches, correspond-

cnce and telegrams relating to the negotiations between
Canada and British Columbia, not already brought down;
and for a statement of the estimated net cost to Canada of
the dry dock in British Columbia.— (Mr, Blake.)
- Copies of the statements rendered to the authorities of
Ontario and Quebec as to their accounts with Canada, and
all Orders in Council and correspondence in connection
thorewith.— (Mr. Blake.)

Copies of all letters, correspondence, reports, memoranda,
Orders in Council and other documents not laid on the
Table respecting the guarantee for the Canada Pacific Rail-
way Cumpany ; and respecting any - proposed modification
of that arrangement ; and any proposed further concession
to the company; and of all papers relating to the postal
subsidies and remuncration for transport services of the
railway,—(Mr. Blake.)

Copies: 1. Of the oath or oaths required to be taken by
Governors Geperal of Canada, and taken by them . before
entering upon the exercise ot their offico as Governor. 2.
Of the oath or oaths required to be taken by Lieutenant
Governors of the Province of Quebec, and taken by them
before entering upon the discharge of their duties as such.
—(Mr. Landry, Montmagny.)

Return of casualties to trains on the Intercolonial Rail-
way arising from collision, broken rails, or otherwise, from
March 1st, 1883, to January 1st, 1884; the respective causes
and dates ; the amount of damage (if any) in each case to
property; tho amount of compensation paid to owners of
property destroyed or damaged, as well as amount of claims
for loss or damage to property (if any) unsottled.—(Mr.
Wel'don.)

Copies of all Orders in Council, regulations and corres-
pondence, with the agents of the Department, respecting
the withdrawal from homestead aod preemption of the
lands south of the Canadian Pacific Railway. 2. All Orders
in Council, regulations and correspendence, as to the claims
of settlers or squatters on such lands. 3. All Orders, regu-
lations and correspondence respecting the sales of such
lands by auction, the quantity so sold, the terms on which
eold and the price per acre obtained therefor. 4. All sales
effected by private sale up to the 1st January, 1884, the
conditions of sales, the price obtained. 5. All Orders in
Council or Departmental orders, regulations and correspon-
dence respecting the re opening of said lands for homestead
and preemption.—(Mr. Cameron, Huron.)

. Copies: 1. Of all Orders in Council, or depart-
mental orders and correspendence with the Land

Commissioner at Winnipeg or other Land Agent
respecting the withdrawal of lands in the Mile Belt from
homestead and preemption, and respecting the opening of
said lands for homestead and preemption. 2. All orders,
regulations and correspundenco as to the claims of settlers
and squatters on such lands; the name of the claimant, the
nature of the claim and how disposed of, and what disposi-
tion was made of the land claimed. 3. All Orders in
Council or Departmental orders -or regulations and corres.
pondence respecting tho sale by public auction or private
gale of such lands; the quantity of such lands sold ; to
whom, when, and for what price, and how paid or payable.
4. All regulations and decisions of the Dopartment respoct-
ing the claims made by settlers or squatters on such land.
—(Mr. Cameron, Huron.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

Motion agreed to; and (at £:15 o’clock, p. m.) the llouse
adjourned,

IIOUSE OF COMMONS.
TuvrspAY, 31st January, 1884.

The SpeAKER took the Chair at Three o'clock.

PRAYERS.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY TARIFF OF RATES.

Mr. BLAKE enquired, Whether any tariff of rates to bo
charged on any part of the Canadian Pacific Railway has
been proposed by the company since that laid before the
House last Session ; and ifgo, when? Whether any tarift
has since that so laid before the House boen approved by
the Government ; and if so, when ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. I have been requeted by
my colleague, the hon. Minister of Railways, 10 say that no
tariff of rates has been proposed by the company since
the tariff that was laid before the House.

AMHERSTBURG PUBLIC BUILDINGS.

Mr. LISTER enquired, Has the Government let the con-
tract for the erection of public buildings at Amherstburg ? 1f
80, were tenders for the work invited ? W-ho were the ten-
derers and what was the amount of each tender ? Whose
tender was accepted ? What is the price to be paid for the
work? Has the successful tenderer given security for the
performance of the work? If so, what is the name of his
surety and the amount of the liability ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. The contract for the erec-
tion of public buildings at Amherstburg has been let.
Tenders were invited for that work; five tenders were
received. The names of the tenderers are: Patrick Navin,
Wm. Toms, J. E. Askwith, C. J. O'Doherty, and Henry
Lindock. The amount of each tender is as follows, in the
same order in which I have read the names: The lowest,
$17,909; the next lowest, $18,790; the next, $20,000; the
next, $22,9'73; aod the highest, $25,000. The tender which
was accepted was that of Patrick Navin, of Amberstburg,
Ontario, for $17,909, that tender being the lowest, The
price to be paid for the work is the price mentioned. The
succeswful tenderer has given the security required. e
has deposited a certified and accepted cheque, amounting to
five per cent. of the amount of his tender.

CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMEN T.

Mr; CAMERON (Huron), in moving the second reading
of Bill (No.2) to amend the Criminal Law, and to
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extend the provisions of the Act respocting Offences against
the Person, said: I propose to move the sscond reading
now, for this reason—this is precisely the same Bill that
was up last Session and the Session before. Oa both oc.
casions the First Minister gave his assent to the principle
of the Bill, so that I propose to take the recond reading to-
day, and leave it for Committee of the Whole at a subse.
quent day.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. I thought my colleague, the
First Minister, would have been here, and I know that
he wished to ask the hon. gentleman to be kind enough to
ﬁ)stpone the second reading cf the Bill to another day,

onday or Wednesday, as he thought proper, in order that
the First Minister might have the opportunity of
seeing the Minister of Justice in relation to the. Bill.
It may be the same Bill, nevertheless I know the First
Minister wishes that, and I hope the hon, gentleman will
consent to postpone the Bill.

Mr. CAMERON. Of course I have no objection ; but the
Minister of Justice himself in the Senate last Session
assented to the principle of the Bill.

Order allowed to stand.

FRAUD IN RELATION TO PUBLIC CONTRACTS.

On the order for the sccond reading of Bill (No. 12) to
amend the Act for the prevention of fraud in relation to
contracts involving the expenditure of public moneys, being
read,

Mr. CAMERON (Huron) said: That Bill stands in my
name. I approve of the principle of the Bill, but it is not
my Bill. 1t should be changed.

Mr, SPEAKER. Yes; it is Mr. Casgrain’s Bill.

Mr. CAMERON. I moved the first reading
Casgrain’s absence.

Mr. SPEAKER. As the hon. gentleman moved the
introduction of the Bill, it must stand in his name.

Mr. CAMERON. 1 stated to the Ilouse that I was
only doing it in the absence of Mr. Casgrain.

Mr, SPEAKER. The hon. gentleman moved the iutro-
duaction of the Bill. Mr. Casgrain has not been in his place
since then, and it could not be put in the name of an absent
raember.

Mr. CAMERON. Cannotit be put in the name of Mr.
Casgrain now ?

Mr. SPEAKER. He is not here.

Mr. CAMERON. Let it stand.

Order allowed tostand.

in Mr.

IN TERNATIOi‘T ALFISHERIES EXHIBITION.

Mr. FORTIN, in moving for copies of the reports on
the London International Fisheries Exhibition by the Com-
missioners of Canada who atlended the said exhibition;
witha list of the exhibits from Canada and the prizes
obtained at said exhibition, and for all papers or corres-
pondence relating to thesaid exhibition, said : Mr. Speaker,
before the motion is put, I should like to address some
remarks to this House. The London International Fisheries
Exhibition may be said to have been worthy of the great
nstion which organized it, worthy of the nations which sent
exhibits to it, and worthy of the object for which it was
got up, which was to put in a central place, where they
could be seen and studied by persons who are in' the fishing
business, and by commissioners and representatives of
different Governments, articles of all kinds relating to the
fisheries, relating to the preparation of fish, and all that

Mr. CameroN (Huron).

with a view to advance the fishing interest, or, in other
words, to render fishing prosperous and abaundant, and
to improve the preparation of fish. I think, Mr. Speaker, that
the fishing industry cannot be overrated, and, in a country
like Canada, where the agricultural element predominates,
and will always predominate, I think it is not useless to
make known the opinions of great thinkers and writers on
the subject ; and the following words of one of the greatest
men of the age, Mr. Lacépdle, I hope will not be found out
of place here :

“ The prosec :tion of fishing,'” 8aid Lactpdde, ¢ preceded the caltare
of the fielda. It is contemporary with hunting, but there is this differ-
ence between hunting and fishing, that the latter is natural to a
civilized people, and that, far from being opposed to the progress of
agriculture and of commerce, it assisted in multiplying their happy
results. If, during the infancy of society, the prosecution of fishing fur-
nished to a half-civilized people a means of subsistence at once sufficient
and nourishing, if it accustomed them not to dread the dangers of the
sea, if it made them sailors, it gives to a cultivated nation abundant
homes for the poor, various tribates for the luzurious livers, preparations
for the 'necessities of distant commerce, rich manures for less fertile
lands; it leads men to cross the seas, to brave the ices of the Poles, and
bear the fires of the Equator, to battle with tempests, it launches on the
seas forests of masts, esperienced mariners, foreign trading, and
intrepid genius.”

I will also read a citation from P. L. Simmonds, of
London, also a great writer, Ho says:

* It is not our purpose to speak of the inhabitants of the ocean
generally, but only to restrict ourselves to the investigation of those
which are of some use to man. Pliny enumerated ninety-four species
of fish. Linnzus increased the number to 478; but recent naturalists
have described over 13,000 gpecies, one-tenth of which confine them-
selves to the fresh waters. The human race derives almost incalculable
benefits from them as is evidenced by the extent and value of the river,
coast, and sea fisheries of the world.”

And, Sir, may we not hope that at present, in this House
and in the country, there is a proper appreciation of the
value of the fisheries of Canada and of the trade to which
they give rise? According to all accounts this London In-
ternational Fisheries Exhibition was a great success, and
we Canadians should be proud to know that Canada figured
there with such preeminent honour. Thanks to our Govern-
ment, thanks to the hon, Minister of Marine, and to the
Commissioners who were sent there, the exhibits from
Canada were numerous and very interesting, and enabled
us to show the variety and quality of the tish we possess.
We showed how tho fisheries are carried onin this country,
and wé showed how we prepare fish for home consumption
and for exportation. We also showed the world the extent
of our trade, and our processes of preparing fish, and we
know that many visitors at.that exhibition made enquiries
a8 to cur method of preparing fish, and especially in refer-
ence to our pickled fish. But I wish to say that one of the
principal objects of this ﬁsherg7 exhibition is to enable pexr-
sons engaged in the fishing business to study it in all its
details, 10 observe the exhibits of other countries, and to
discover what individuals and what nations practise tho
best mode of fishing and the best mode of preparing fish,
so that our merchants and our fishermen might adopt all
the improvements that have b2en made, in so far as the
circumstances of the country would allow. Bat in order
that we might benefit by this great show, our Government
should place within reach of our fishermen, and fish merch-
ants, and of the public in general, all the information that
could be gathered at that show by the hon. Minister him-
gelf, and by the Commisgioners who were sent there, and
that is the reason why I make this motion. To oversee the
Canadian exhibit the Government appointed three Commis-
sioners—one, Mr, Honeyman, a well known scientific man,
who was to conduct the scientific part of our exhibition ;
Mr. Wilmot, who was entrusted with the part relating to
pisciculture, and toriver and lake fisheries; and Mr. Joncas,
who was commissioned to look afier the maritime fisheries,
their organization, and the trade to which they might give
rise,&c. I must not omit one fact, which is very oreditable
to the hon, Minister of Marine and Fisheries, While st
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London he contributed to the organization of conferences,
which were given in the hall of the great cxhibition, on
subjects relating to fisheries and the fish trade of the world.
On the 2nd of July he presided at one of those confederate
conferences, and I will read the following extract of a re-
port thereof published in the London Canadian Gazette ot
the 5th July :—

‘¢ At a conference held on Monday, the 2ud July, at the Fisheries
Erhibition, under the presidency of the Hon. A. W. McLelan, Minister
of Marine and Fisheries of Canada, a remarkably comprehensive and
interesting paper upon the various fisheries of British North America
was then read by Mr. L. Z. Joncas, one of the Canadian Commissioners

at the exhibition. .

‘‘ The suhject is alarge one, but Mr.Joncas’ practical knowledge of
it enabled him to do justice to all of its branches, and he concentrated
in léis’y')aper much information of great value upon all sections of the
trade.

I hold in my hand a copy of this conference, which is
well worth reading by all Canadians. I do not think I
should do justice to the hon. Minister if I did not read to
th.e(si House some of his remarks at that conference, He
said :

‘In commencing the proceedings; the chairman said Canada was
comparatively a young country, and might not be supposed to be as
much interested in fisheries ag some of the older countries; and some
persons who had heard of Canada, and the extent of the country, and
the diversity of employments, would wonder why, with .so sparse a
population, there were auy fisheries or fishermen to speak of, when
fishing, as had been already shown, was so much more dangerous and
involved so much greater risk to human life than any other occupation.
It was true that they have a large extent of country, and there was
empldyment for all thoss who were there, and for all the millions who
might come upon the land, but it was also true that, although they had
mining industries, and althouogh in the North there were vast forests
from which lumber was sent to various parts of the world. Although
it was true that only a small portion of the soil was cultivated, yet it
Iv]ieldecl abundance of the choicest food in its harvests, and flocks and

erda for all the people of Canada, and a large surplus to exsort; and
the men who lived by the sea side, and on the banks of the rivers, and
by the lakes, fonnd so great a temptation to engage in fisking that they
could not withstand it. He believed they had aslarge a proportion of
their people engaged in that occapation as any other country in the
world. In the British Isles where population was teeming, and every
pursuit was crowded by people desiring to work that they might have
bread, a large number were engaged in fisheries, but yet in Canada with
their sparse population there were four times the percentage engaged
in fisheries as were found here in the British Isles.”
Those are the patriotic words of our hon. Minister at that
great exhibition, whore Canada figured with such high
honour. Perhaps, Mr. Speaker, I ought to say also that
this great London Fishery Exhibition was not the first
exhibition of the kind. There was one held at Havre in
1868, which lasted six months, and which was patronized
by the French Government. All civilized nations sent
exhibits to this great exhibition with tho exception, I am
sorry to say, of Canada, which took no interest in it. The
only Canadian who sent exhibits there was the hon. member
for Montmorency, hon. Mr.Valin, who, of course, sent mode!s
of vessels, as that hon. gentleman is a shipbuilder and ship-
owner. Well, I attended that exhibition myself, where I
learned a great deal; and I must say that it was there I
learned for the first time of the extent and importance of
the Norwegian fisheries, and of the extent and importance
of the competition they were making to us in foreign
markets where we send our fish; acompetition that has
increased even to this day,and that is threatening our
foreign trade. I hope that the hon. Minister and the Com-
missioners who have reported will treat that question and
_other similar gquestions, cspecially the trade question, so
that our merchants may be able to export to foreign coun-
tries and carry on a trade which will be profitable to them
and profitable also to the fishermen, I thinkI have touched
on every topic relating to that great exhibition, and in
conclusion, I hope the Government will give to the House

and the public copies of the report.

Mr. KAULBACH. TFor the information of this House,
‘the country and myself—I representing the largest fishing
constitueney in the Dominion—I am desirous of seeing all

papers in connection with the great International Fisheries
Exhibition, held in London in July last, laid on the Table of
this House, as I believe an invaluable amount of very ser-
viceable information can be obtained from them. Little
comparatively has been known to the world, up to the time
of holding this exhibition, of the value and extent of the
fisheries of Canada, and of the class of men who prosecute
this industry. Happily can 1 state that in no part of the
world is there to be found & class of men more zealous, per-
sovering and courageous, than the fishermen of Canada.
Men of undaunted courage, ready to buffet storms, suffer
privations and face all difficulties. And whilst referring
with pleasure to the fishermen of Canada, I can with equal
delight and pride refer to our fishing fleet—a class of
vessels unrivalled in style of architecture and beauty, pre-
senting in fact at a distance the appearance of American
pleasure yachts rather than vessels for profitable service,
ranging in size from 60 to 120 tons, with all comforts on
board pertaining to health that are required. One grand
feature that I must not omit to mention is that the fisher-
men not only sail these vessels during the fishing season,
but they assist during the winter months in the construc-
tion of them, thus enabling them to have an idea of,

and a supervision over, the entire work, and a
confidlence that they mneed fear mno difficulties as
to their safety in the event of a storm. Our

fleet in the Port of Lunenburg has grown so enormous
within the last few years, that I was compelled last autumn,
through the want of harbour accommodation, to ask for the
use of a dredge to deepen its waters, which is now doing
the work, and I hope it may remain tillit is completed, The
encouragement given by the Government to the ship build-
ing industry, and more particularly to this class of shipping,
is invaluable not only to ship-builders, but to lumbermen,
farmers, fishermen, traders and mechanics ; and I hope the
hon. Minister of Public Works will see the necessity
of allowing the dredge to remain for the purpose men-
tioned, otherwise we will have to lessen or stop altogether
the building of this class of vessels for the want of harbour
room, The Canadians have made rapid strides during the
past few years in building up our commercial greatness, we
ranking at present fourth amongst the maritime nations of the
world ; and to whom is due in a great measure the ]fraise ?
To our Canadian fishermen. Review the history of England
and enquire the cause of her greatness, and we will find
that the source of her unrivalled success is her commerce,
and the basis of this success, the fisheries. Then, England
owes her present naval greatness to her hardy fishermen
employed in her fisheries. We have in this country 60,000
hardy men (one half of whom are Nova Scotians) who
devote their time and their labour to the development of
our fisheries, and as & result of their labours, spend millions
of dollars of their hard earnings anuvually in our midst—a
medium of ready cash—building up our merchant marine,
and advancing our trade. Then we may reasonably look to
the fisheries as the cradle for our future commercial
strength, While speaking on the fishing and shipping
industries, I would refer to a matier which would tend very
much to the interests of the fishermen, and that is the
opening up of a reciprocal trade between this conatry and
the Brazils and West Indies—a matter which has been long
talked of, and which, if carried out, would give a larger
price to the fishermen for their fish, and a reduction in the
price of sugar, molasses, &c. I have made some remarks
on the same subject on a previous occasion, and I hope and
trust that the Government will take such measures as will
bring about its accomplishment. Canada took a deep
interest in this exhibition and feels satisfied that owing to
the active efforts put forth by this Government in sendin,

the hon. Minister of Marine and Fisheries (Mr. McLelan

to advance our ends, and whose services were invaluable,
she is better known this day to the world than she ever
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was before, and the people will be glad to obtain an amount

_of knowledge in fishing matters from the exhibition papers
to be brought down, which will probably be of great value
to the fishermen of this country in developing this great
industry.

Mr. McLELAN, The papers called for by the motion of
the hon, member for Gaspé (Mr, Fortin) will bz brought
down at ag early a date as possible. I may state that owing
to the ill health of the chairman of the Commission he has
been unable to complete his portion of the report, and some
time may elapse before it will be banded in. It is very

ratitying indeed to me to know that the exhibition which
anada made has been satisfactory te her people, and
especially to those who had opportunities of seeing the
specimens that were prepared and sent to the exhibition.

o had very grave doubts, on undertaking the work, as to
whether it would prove successtul. The mover of the resolu-
tion has referred to other exhibitions, but in those Canada
did not take part; and we felt we were at a disadvantage
with the United States, England, and many other countries
as they had large quantities of exhibits on hand from
old exhibitions which needed only to be added to in
order to make large and beautiful collections, while
our time would be occupied in getting up an entirely
new collection. Our efforts were mainly directed to making
an exhibition of the food fishes of the Dominion, of which
we have a great abundance and variety. I1am happy to say
that we presented & collection of food fishes which has not
been excelled in the world, and obtained for that collection
the highest prize given, and it was stated that if any higher
prize could be given wo were entitled to receive it for that
collection. We were enabled to make this display by the
labours of the various offivers of the Departmentin different

rtions of the Dominion, and we had also the aid of the

on, gentleman who moved this resolution (Mr. Fortin) in
collecting some of the commercial fishes of the gulf, and the
fishes thus collected under his guidance obtained the gold
medal and first prize. I was sorry that we could not have
had the hon. gentlemau’s services toa further extent, as one
of the honorary Commi:s'oners, as I know that his atten-
tion has been much given to matters of that kind, 1 think
he would have found that we had not a very great deal to
learn at that gathering, for in my opinion and in the opinion
of others who were connected with the exhibition, we are
fully up to the rest of the world and up to the time. The
papers will be brought down at as early a day. as possible,
though perhaps not so soon as the hon. gentleman might
desire on account of the illness of the chairman, -

Motion agreed to.

EXTRA CLERKS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF
’ PUBLIC WORKS.

Mr. LISTER moved for a statement giving the names
of all persons in the Public Works Department, as extra
or copying clerks, whose salaries are or have been charged
to particular works, since 1881.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. There is no objection to this
motion. The return to this Address will be brought down
at the same time as a return which is heing prepared in
reply to an Address moved for by the leader of the Oppo-
sition, and another moved immediately after. The answers
to the three are all on the same subject and will be given at
the same time.

Motion agreed to.

THE PROPOSED FACTORY BILL.

Mr. BLAKE, in moving for copies of all represontations
by and correspondence with the Manufacturers’ Association,
or the Trades and Labour Council, or any one on their
bebalf, or any other individuals or organizations on the

Mr, KavLpacs,

subject of the provisions of the proposed Factory Bill, said :
I observe from the reports of a late meeting of the Manu-
facturers’ Association that there had been some correspoud-
ence with the hon. gentleman on the subject of the Factory
Bill before or during the last Session of Parliament. I also
observe from the reports of the Trades and Labour Coun-
cilthat there had been a communication by that body on the
same subject. For these reasons I make the motion.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. I think there was a commu-
nication from the first named association during last Session,
either in writing or by a representative from the Associ-
ation—I am not quite sure which, but I think in the latter
way, but if 80 we havo a memorandum or statement of ulie
subject. About ten days or a fortnight since the members
of the Trades and Labour Council asked me for copies of the
Bill, but 1 have had no communication from them since. 1f
I should receive any within the next few days I will bring
it down with the representations from the Manufacturers’
Asgociation,

Mr. BLAKE. I know there was a communieation either
oral or written from the other organization last Sessior,
because one of the gentlemen was good enough to call on
me at the same time.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. I recollect their calling at
my -house—I was ill at the time—and I think they had
verbal communication with me but nono in writing.

Motion agreed to.

DUTY ON FREIGHT CHARGES.

Mr. BLAKE moved for copies of all Orders in Council,
departmental regulations, circulars and correspondence
with reference to the question of duty on freight charges.

Mr. BOWELL. Would the hon. gentleman state for
what period he would like this correspondence, because I
can assure him there is a very large quantity of it,

Mr. BLAKE. The hon. gentleman will understand that
I do not ask for correspondence with reference to isolated
or individual cases of duty on freight charges. The hon.
gentleman knows, however, thut a difficulty has been
raised—a circular has been issued from the Department on
the general question. There were representations made, I
think, by the Toronto Board of Trade, or by some cne
on their behalf, with reference to circulars which have been
issued from the Department, or instructions understood to
be conveyed different from those which the collectors at
the different ports were subsequently told to act upon. The
hon. gentleman, I think, had the pleasure of passing an
afternoon with the Board of Trade of Toronto, and this was
amongst the subjects discussed.

Mr. BOWELL. The hon. gentleman’s motion is certainly
much wider than his interpretation of it. I am very much
afraid that had I brought down simply the circular issued
by the Government, without accompanying it with ihe cor-
respondence, he would have called me to account. I have
had correspordence during the last threo years, with Man-
chester, Liverpool, Montreal, and every port in the Domi-
nion with reference to this matter. Ifthe hon. gentleman
will define what he wan's, I shall be gtad to lay 1t before
him.

Mr. BLAKE. 1 endeavoured to explain that I was not
anxious that the hon. Minister should bring down lotters or
complaints of particular grievances relating to duty on
freight charges, but such correspondence as would olucidate
the general principle on which the Department was acting.
I presume that some of the correspondence the hon. gentle-
man has referred to might be important as elucidating that,
But it is not a question as to the quantity in any particular

‘case or package of goods, but rather as to the principle
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pursuéd in reference to those clauses in the laws which deal
with the subject of freight charges.

Mr. BOWELL. I will endeavour to bring down such in-

formation as is indicated by the hon. leader of the Opposi-
tion; but almost all the correspondence, whether from
individual importers, or importers collectively, or Boards of
Trade, has treated on this question. I will include the
memorial presented to the Government from the Board of
Trade, if the hon. gentleman desires; but that has more
particular reference, I can assure him, to modifications in
ithe Tariff and to changes in some elauses of tho Cu:toms
Act, than to this particular question. I will, however, bring
down the circulars, together with the reasons why they were
iesned. ‘ -
Motion agreed to.

EXPENDITURE FOR SESSIONAL RETURNS.

Mr. BLAKE, in moving for a statement of the sum
expended in each year, tince the change of the system, by
each Department, out of the lump vote for sessional returns,
such statement to be under the same sub headings under
which Frevious to the change such cost was included, said :
It would be convenient, I think the House will agree, for
the purpose of comparison with former years, that the
charges for preparation of sessional returns should not
appear in such a form as to make the comparison inaccurate.
For a great many years—I thi ik until two years ago—the
mode was to charge each Department with the cost of pre-
paring sessional returns therein; but after that it was
charged in & lump sum. The object of this motion is to
obtain a statement, under sub-headings, of the expenditure
in each Department,

Motion agreed to.

COST OF HEATING PUBLIC BUILDINGS.

Mr. BLAKE, in moving for a statement for each year,
since the change in the systom, of thy cost connected with
the heating of public buildings (including wages as well as
fuel) now paid under a lamp vote, such statement to show
the cost under the same sub-headings 4s those in which it
was formerly included in the Public Accounts before the
change of the system, said: This motion is for the same
purpose, and I think there is reason to justify it.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. The change in the system
wasonly, I think, for the present year, and that is most
likely the reason why the statement which the hon. gentle-
man wishes has not been laid before the House; but cer-
tainly the intention is that such a statement should appear
overy year in the Report of the Minister of Pablic Works,
Still, the motion may pass, and any information I can give
up to this period will bo brought down.

Mr. BLAKE. I think the change in the sysicm has
béen gradual. I think the hon. genileman the Session
before last had charge of the fuel, and last Session he took
charge of the engineers. He is progressive, but he pro-
gresses by degrees, according to my memory.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. Well, 1t is a good thing to
progress, even by degrees. But I think my hon. friend is
mistaken. The engineers were, to a great extent, in my
Department, and were appointed by my recommendation ;
but with reference to the fuel, the change only took place
since last Session.

Motion agreed to.

MOTIONS FOR RETURNS.

Q =

Motions for the following Returns were severally agreed j "

Return giviog the name of the person or persons who
offered to sell lands at Amherstburg to the Government for
Custom House and Post Office Buildings, the quantity of
land offered and price asked by each. The name or names
of the person or persons from whom the Government
bought, the quantity of land bought and price paid.—
(Mr. Lister.)

Copies of all correspondence between the Superintendent
of Indian Affairs in British Columbia, or any other person,
aud the Dominion Government, respecting the recent
troubles with the Indians at Metlakatla.—(Mr. Shakespears.)

Copies of all correspondence and agreements between the
Government and the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, on
the subject of immigration to Manitoba and the North-West,
together with astatement showing the amount expended by
the company in promotifig such immigration, givingamounts
paid, with dates, to whom paid, and nature of service
rendered ; also, estimate of tho company of pumber of
persons from foreign countries who huve actuall% settled
there in each year since date of charter.—(Mr. Paterson,
Brant.)

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN moved the adjournment o
the House.

MONTREAL CARNIVAL.

Mr. GAULT. Is it the intention to adjourn for two or
three days during next week to enable us to attend the
carnival in Montreal? I know many hon. members whose
intention it is to be present at the carnival, and ss in Eng-
land the custom is to adjourn for the Derby, I do not see
why the Houso should not adjourn for the carnival.

Motion agreed to ; and (at 4:26 o’clock, p.m.) the Horuse
adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Fripay, 1st February, 1884,

The Sresker took the Chair at Three o’clock.

PrAvERs.
BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills were severally introduced and read

the first timo : — .
Bill (No. 27) to incorporate the Hali‘ax Mutual Marine

Insurance Company.—( Mr. Daly.)

Bill (No. 28) to'incorporate the Canada Tempsrance and
General Life Assurance Company.~(Mr. Cameron, Middle-
gex.)

Bill (No. 29) to iacorporate the Bant of Winunipe3.—
(Mr. Ross.) -

Bill (No. 30) to extend to the Dominion of Canada the
powers of the corporation called Do Nederlandsch-American-
sche Liand Maalschappij (The Nethorlands-American Land
Company).—(Mr. Abbott.)

Bill (No. 31) to incorporate the Lake Nippising and
James' Bay Thilway Company.—(Mr. Cameron, Victoria.)

Bill (No. 3 ‘o confirm the lease of the Ontario and
Quebec Railway to the Canadian Pacific Railway Company,
and for other purposes.—(Mr. Abbott.)

Bill (No. 31) to incorporate the Alberta Railway-and
Coal Company.— (Mr. Cameron, Victoria.)

Bill (No. 33) to incorporate the Pictou Marine Insurance
Company, limited.—(Mr. McDougald.)

Bill (No. 39) to incorporate the Provincial Bank.—(Mr.

acmillan.)
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THE NORTH-WEST COAL AND NAVIGATION COM-
PANY (LIMITED.)

Mr. CAMERON (Victoria) moved for leave to introdace
Bill (No. 33) empowering the North-Western Coal and Navi-
gation Company (limited) to construct and operate a
railway from Medicine Hat.

Mr. BLAKE, Tho hon. gentleman saysto construct and
operate & railway from Medicine Hat. May I ask the hon.
gentleman where to ?. ‘

Mr. CAMERON. To a point named in the Bill.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. All around the hat.
Bill read the first time.

"CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY,

Sir CHARLES TUPPER moved that the House do
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on Tuesday next,
to take into consideration that portion of the Speech from
the Throne at the opening of the present Session, in which
His Excellency informs us that His Government has thought
it of the greatest importance, for the settlement of the
North-West and the development of our trade, that the
completion of the Canadian Pacific Railway from sea to sea
should be hastened, and the Company enabled to open the
line throughout by the spring of 1886 ; that with this view,
and in order to aid the Company in procuring sufficient
capital for the purpose by the disposal of its unsold shares,
the Government agreed to receive a deposit of money and
securities sufficient to pay & minimum 3 per cent.
dividend for ten years on sixty-five millions of the stock,
that arrangement being made in the bolief that it would
give steadiness and increased value to the shares on the
market ; that a combination of unfavourable circumstances
has prevented the fulfilment of these expectations, and the
Company has not been able to obtain the required capital
by a sale of its stock; and that the best means of prevent-
ing any delay in the great object of the early completion of
the railway demands our earnest consideration: And to
consider the following Resolutions :—

1. That the Government may returna to the Company the securities
now held under the third section of the Act 44 Victo{in, Chapter 1,
intituled : ““An Act respecting the Canadian Pacific Railway,” and under
the second section of the construction contract referred to in the said

ct.
2. That the money subsidy hereafter payable to the Company, may be
paid as the work on either tge Ceutral or Kastern Section otp thg ' railSV’Vﬂ}'
proceeds, in the proportion which the value of the work done on such
section, and for which payment is demanded, bears to the value of the
;:1;gilznwork now remaining to be done, under the contract, on such

8. That the time for the payment by the Company of the sum of two
million eight hundred and fifty-three thousand nine hundred and
twelve dollars ($2,853,912) agreed by the said Company to be paid on
or before the 18t day of February, one thousand éight hundred and
eighty-four (1884) as part of the fund referred 1o in their agreement
with the Government of the 7th day of November last, shall be
extended to the 7th day of November, one thousand eight hundred
and eighty-eight- (1888), when the sum of four million five hundred
and twenty-seven thousand dollars ($4,527,000) being the last instal-
ment of the gaid fund qa.gsple by the Company to the Government will
fall due, the whole with interest payable half yearly at the rate of 4
per cent. per annum as agreed upon at the time of the execution of the
said agreement, and that the same shall then be paid to the Government,
together with the gaid last mentioned amount; forming together the
:gx: ‘t,i :g::ndmﬁhon Eg;egeggixgred gmd eighty thousand I;Iine hundred

1 ollars earing interest at ti i

mentioned rate until psid: 912 & o snid last

4. That the Government may, out of any un%)pprupriated moneys
torming part of the Consolidated Revenune Fund of Canaca, make a loan
to the said Company of an amount in money, not exceeding twenty-
two million five hundred thousand dollars ($22,500,000) to be repaid
to the -Government on or before the 1st day of May, one thousand
;.egrh:elg.:;d;eed and mnety-obnle lﬁ}sﬁl), v:ith int&st;s}l at the ratefof5

r e 1 per annum, payable early, until full payment of the
prineipal ; :and that as part of the said loan the Government may pay to
the Oompany forthwith, such amount not exceeding seven million five
hundred - thousand doliars ($7,500,000), as shall ‘be required by ihe

ompauy 10 extinguish its present floating debt, the amount of such
debt to be established to the satisfaction of the Government: and that
the remainder of the said loan sball be paid to the Company as the work

of construction proceeds, in the same proportion as that which is hereby
provided for the paymer t of the balance of the money subsidy.

5. That as security for the repayment of the said loan, with interest
as aforesaid, and as additional security for the payment of the paid sum
of seven million three hundred and eighty thousand nine hundred and
twelve dollars ($7,380,912) and interest, falling due on the 7th day
of November, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-eight (1888),
the Government shall have a first lien and charge upon the entire pro-
perty of the Company, real and personal, now owned or hereafier to be
acquired or owae | by them, including their main line of Railway, the
extensions thereof, their branch lines of railway, the whole of their
equipment, rolling stock and plant, and including all steamers and
vessels ; and also upon the land grant of the Company, earned and to
be hereafter earned ; savingalways, however, the rights of the holders
of the existing mortgages on the extensions of the line of the railway
from Oallander to Brockville and Montresl, as security for the unpaid
balances of the purchase money of the lines constituting the said
extensions ; and subject to themortgage upon the land grant, executed
by the Company to secure their issue of land grant bonds. That the
Government shall continue to hold and retain the eatire amount of
land graut bonds now in its custody or possession, subject -to redemp-
tion under the terms of the said land grant mortgage, and with all
remedies as to interest, voting power and all other matters in respect
thereof, which would be held or possessed, or could be exercised by
any purchaser of the said bonds: Tkat all moneys received by the
Government from the Trustees of the land grant bonds in _redemption
of such bonds shail be applied as follows, that is to say : All moneys so
received in respect of ten million dollars of the said bonds shail be
applied : Firstly, in extinction of the interest accrued and due upon
the said loan, and upon the said sum of seven million three hurdred
and eighty thousand nine hundred and twelve dollars (§7,380,912);
Secondly, on account of the capital of the said sum. of seven million
three hundred and eighty thousand nine hundred and twelve dollars
($7,380,912), and Thirdly, on account of the capital of the said
Joan :—And that tte Government may make such arrangements as it
shall deem expedient, for securing the payment to it, after the redemp-
tion of the land grant bonds, of the proceeds of all eales of lands
granted or to be granted to the Company under the contract, to be
applied to the purposes and in the order aforesaid. And that the
remaining five million dollars of land grant bonds and money received
from the said Trustees in redemption thereof, shall continue to be
held on the conditions and for the purposes mentioned in the said
contract.

6. That the Government shall cause a deed of agreement to be exe-
cuted by the Company, and o1 behalf of the Government, providing for
such remedies, terms and conditions for securing the application of the
gaid loan to the purposes for which the same is hereby authorized, and
the repayment of the said loan, and of the said sum_ of seven million -
three hundred and eighty thousand nine hundred and twelve
dollars ($7,380,912) the whole with interest (including interest on any
interest in default) ; for the release of the said lien and charge upon
sach repayment ; for continuing the sale and realization of the value of
the said lands, atter the redemption of the land grant bonds,—the pay-
ment to the Goveroment of the proceeds of such sales, and the dis-
charge of such lands from the said charge upon payment of the price of
sale thereof ; as the Government shall deem expedient, such price not
to be less than $1.25 per acre :—

Provided always that, among such remedies, terms and conditions,
it shall be agreed and provided that upon default for twelve months in
the payment of any half yearly instalment of interest uwpon the said
loan, or upon the said sum of $7,280,912, or either of them, or in the
payment of the principal of either of the said sums, when the same shall
become due, in accordance with the provisions hereof, the right of the
Company under their contract hereinbefore mentioned, to demand or
receive any further cash or land subsidy shall cease and determine, and -
the said railway and extensions thereof, branches, equipment, rolling
stock, plant, including steamers, and all lands and propert of the
Company, and all Jand grant bonds then in the possession of the Gov-.
ernment, shall upon the occurrence and continuance for the said d
of twelve months of such default, Zpso facto, and without any notice or
proceeding whatsoever, vest in Her Msjesty, and shall forthwith, there-
upon, be taken possession of by the Minister ¢f Railways and Canals,
on behalf of the Government of Canada, and each and every employee
of the Company ehall, from and after the expiry of the sai period of
twelve months, become and be the employee of the Government during -
pleasure, and shall hold and possess any matter or thing appertaining
to the said Company then in bis custody, as and for the Government;
and the rates of interest, and the terms of payment hereby fixed, shall -
not be disturbed or altered by the terms of such agreement. *

7. That the said Company be suthorized to execute an agreement of
the nature and purport hereinbefore provided fot, and to charge its.
entire property and assets, in manner and form as hereinbetore
described ; and in such agreement to agree upon such further and other
conditions as the Government may prescribe ; provided that authority:
to accept the provisions of the Act to be passed in this behalf, and to
the Board of Lirectors of the C.mpany to execute an agreement con-
taining the charges upon the esid railway and property and the other
conditioas required or authorized by such Act, shall be granted. by the
shareholders of the Company, either by a resolution passed at & special
general meeting of such shareholders, called for the purpose, by a vote
of at least two-thirds in value of such of the shareholders as shall bs
present or represented at such meeting, or by an instrument or iastru-
ments executed by at least two-thirds in value of the whole of the
shareholders of the Company, in person or represented by their
attorneys or proxies respectively duly authorized in that bebalf.



1884.

COMMONS DEBATES.

85

8. That until the payment in full of the indebtedness of the Company
to the Government with interest, all moneys earned and to be earned
by the Company as postal subsidy and for transport service shall be
retained by the Government and shall be agplied on account of the
interest to become due from time to time upon the loan hereby authorized,
and then to the pavment of the principal. .

9. That the stoek of the Company, amounting to thirty-five million
dollars ($35,000,000), now in the hands of the Government, shall be
held by the Minister of Finance, and may be sold by the Company, witk
the consent of the Government, on condition that the proceeds of such
sale, less the amount required to be paid to the Government to secure a
balf-yearly dividend thereon, atthe rate of 3 per centum per annum,
up to the seventeenth (17th) day of August, one thousand eight
hundred .and ninety-three (1893) inclusive, shall be applied, under the
direction of the Government, either to the improvement or extension of
the railway, or its equipment, or to the repayment of the indebtedness
of the Company to the Government; and that if at any time the stock
of the Company should reach a price which, in the opinion of the
Government, would render it expedient to sell the said stock, or any
part thereof, then and thereupon, on notice being given to the Company
by the Government, requiring that the said stock, or any part thereo:,
be sold, and specifying the minimum price at which the saume shall be so
sold, the Company shall cause the same to be offered tor sale, and sold
in conformity with such notice ; and in default of their doing so, within
a reasonable delay (which delay shall bein the discretion of the Govern-
ment) the Goverament shall have the right to sell the same or any part
thereof at or above such minimum price, and shall apply the proceeds
thereof as it is herein provided such proceeds shall be applied in the
event of the sale of such stock by the Company.

10. That 8o long as the said several sums of money loaned as aforesaid
or any part thereof, or the interest thereon remaia unpaid, no mortgage,
lien, or charge of any description shall be created upon the raiiwsy,
property or assets of the Company, or any part thereof; nor shall any
stock be issued by the Compauny, pending such repayment, above or
beyond the amount one hundred million dollars ($100,000,000) to which
the same is now limited. ’

11. That legislative provision be made for giving effeet to the said
Resolutions, and that the mover thereof have leave to bring in a Bill
for tkat purpose.

Motion agreed to.

MANITOBA PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY moved that the report of the
Committee of the Whole on resolution with respect to
advance to the Province of Manitoba in aid of the public
schools therein, be received.

Moti>n agreed to; Resolution reported, and concurred in,

Sir LEONARD TILLEY introduced Bill (No. 36) to
authorize a further advance to the Province of Manitoba in
aid of the public schools therein.

Bill read the first time.

SALARY OF CARIBOO COUNTY COURT JUDGE.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved that the House
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole to consider a cer-
tain proposed resolution (page 69) respecting the salary and
travelling allowances of the Judge of the County Court of
Cariboo, in the Province of British Columbia.

Motion agreed to; resolution considered in Committee,
reported, and concurred in.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD introduced Bill (No. 37) to
provide for the salary and travelling allowances of the Judge
of the County Court of Cariboo, in the Province of British
Columbis, .

Bill read the first time.

PETROLEUM IN MASKINONGE AND ST. MAURICE.

Mr. LANDRY (Montmagny) enquired, Whether the
Government has given orders to the Geological Survey to
make borings in the various localities nf the Counties of
Maskinongé and St. Maurice where considerable disengage-
ments of natural gas have been detected ? If it has done so,
have its labours resulted in the discovery of petroleum?
If nothing has been done, is it the intention ot the Govern-

- ment to charge:the Goological Sarvey with the making of
borings during the present year ?

I

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Last summer, at a depth
of some 48 feet, a ridge of limestone was struck, from the
fissures of which, as in some other localities, an inflammable
gas, carburetted hydrogen, issued. This is a local rather
than a strietly public matter, but tho subject is referred to
in the Geological Branch of the report of the Department
of the Interior,

ESQUIMALT AND NANAIMO RAILWAY.

Mr. GORDON enquired, Whether advertisements were
published either in the Dominion or Great Britain, inviting
tenders for the construction of the Esquimalt and Nanaimo
Railway; it so, whether the attention of capitalists was
calted, either to the quantity of lard to be given in aid of
said railway, or to the reports of the late Mr. Richardson,
of the Dominion Gedlogical Survey, as to the value of said
lands, especially as to the reporicd valuo of the productive
coal measures of that portion of the railway reservation
extending from Nanaimo to Seymour Narrows, and why
the system of alternate mections in aid of railways has
been departed from in the contract entered into by the.
Government with Messrs, Dunsmuir, Huntingdon, and
others ?

Sir JOHUHN A. MACDONALD. No adverticement has
been published by the Government or any Department
thereof, inviting tenders for the construction of the
Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway. We are not aware
whether any advertisements were published by the British
Columbia Government, under the authority of the Legisla-
ture, or otherwise, for this purpose; nor whether they have
called the attention of capitalists to the quantity of land to
be given in aid of said railway,

NOXN-ENFORCEMENT OF PROVISIONS OF
INLAND REVENUE ACT.

Mr. BLAKE enquired, Whether any, and if an, which
of the provisions of the Inland Revenue Act of 1883 have
been directed to be left in abeyance, or not to be en-
forcod? And if so, under what authority of law has this
step been taken ? :

Mr. COSTIGAN. I am not aware that any of the pro-
visions of the Inland Revenue Act «f 1883 bhave
been directed to be left in abeyance.

THE

CERTIFICATES TO OFFICERS OF COASTING AND
INLAND VESSELS.

Mr. BLAKE enquired under what authority of law were
Collectors of Customs recently instructed not to enforce
the provisions of the '7Tth and 8th sections of 46 Victoria,
Chapter 28, respecting certificates to mastors and mates of
coasting and inland vessels ?

Mr. McLELAN. The regulations required to be pro-
vided under the Act were adopted by Order in Council in
July last, and were placed in ihe Customs houres, and tho
necessary officers for examinations were also appointed. In
the Maritime Provinces it was found, towards the close of
the season, that very few had applied for examination, and
that very few certificates had been issued. It was repre-
sented by memorials from St. John particularly, and
Halifax, that there was a liability of blocking the whole
coasting trade unless some little extension were given; and,
under the necessities of the case, I directed that an exten-
sion of three months should be given. In the moantime
certificates have begun to come in for signature, and a
large number have been signed and furnishel to the parties
who have gone for examination, so that vory few will
require to go without a certificate. We have no authority
for acting as we did, but the law of necessity.
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TRANSLATION OF THE DEBATES.

Mr. LESAGE enquired, Whether it is the intention of the
Government to make provision, as respects the translation
of the Debater, that tho translation may bo as lit{le delayed
as possible, and may be completed within one week after
the Prorogation ?

Mr. BOWELL. This question is one whijch belongs alto-
gother to the Committee appointed by the House to super-
vise the publication of The Debates. The attention of the
Chairman has been called to this matter, and he has assured
mo that he will take every means possible to ensure the
trazslation of The Debates into French at the earliest pos-
sible moment after the House rises.

SAMUELL E. ST. ONGE CIHAPLEAU.

Mr. CAMERON (Huaron) enquired, Is Samuel E. St.
Ounge Chapleau, who has recontly been appointed by the
Government a Sheriff in the North-West Torritories, the
same porson who was formerly an employé in the Department
of RaiYways and Canals ? Ifso, was he relieved of his duties
agsuch employé, or was it intimated to him that he should
recign ?  What sulary or allowance does  he now receive as
such Sheriff ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. This gentleman, who has
recently been appointed a Sheriff in the North-West Terri-
tories, 13 the same person who was formerly an employé in
the Department of Railways and Canals. e voluntarily
resigned his office in the Department on his own mere
motion. The salary and allowances ho now receives are
those provided by the Statute for Sheriffs in the North-
West Torritories.

KINGSVILLE HTARBOUR WORKS.

Mr. LISTER enquired, Has the contract for the Kings-
ville harbour works been let? If so, who are the contrac-
tors? What isthe contract price ? Have the contractors given
sccurity for the due performance of the work ? 1f so, who aro
the sureties, where do they live, and what is the amount of
their liability ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. The contract has been let;
tbe contractor is Mr, Geo. J. Wilson; the contract price is
$33,500, There are no sureties except the ordinary deposit,
which is 5 per cent. of the contract price.

COLCHESTER REEF LIGHTHOUSE.

Mr. LISTER enquired, Has the contract for the Col-
chester Roef Lighthouse been let? If so, were tenders
invited for the work ? Who tendered ? What was the amount
of cachtender? Whoee tender was accepted ? What is the
contract pricc? When is the work to be completed ? Has
security been given for the due performance of the work ?
If 60, who is the surety, and what is the amount of the
liability ?

Mr. McLELAN, Tenders for this work were publicly
invited and roceived up to the 11th March, 1882. There
were in all seventeen tenders, ranging from $15,500 up to
$37,665. The lowest tender, that of James Moore, was
accepied, and the contract awarded to him at $15,500. Mr.
Moore was notified to accept, but declined, and the contract
was then awarded to Mr. Frederick Thomas, Civil
Engincer, of Ottawa, who had tendered for the work at the
same amount as Mr. Moore. Ile accepted, and entered
into bonds with the Department for the due fulfilment of
tho work, The sureties were Charles Magee and Edward
Perkins, both of Ottawa, who are bound with Mr. Thomas
for the sum of $31,000. ‘The contract was afterwards
agsigned by Mr. Thomas to Mr. Goeorge Wilson, of Ottawa,
who proceeded with the work, which, by the terms of the

r. MoligLan,

contract, was to be’completed by the 15th of November,
1882; but owing to difficalties, caused by a storm, it is not
yet completed.-

THE CITY OF QUEBEC AND THE INTERCOLONIAL
RAILWAY.

Mr. LANDRY (Montmagny) enquired, Whether it is
the intention of the Government to give this year to the
City of Quebec, the Capital of the Province of that namne,
the advantage of having an office of the Intercolonial Rail-
way ?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I have already been in com-
munication with the hon, members for Quebec Centre and

* | Quebec West on this subject, and the matter is engaging

the attention of the department.

Mr. LANDRY (Montmagny) enquircd, Whether it is
the intention of the Government to take any steps, either by
the construction of & bridge at Quebec, or by building ferry
boats, to connect the Intorcolonial Railway with the general
railway system of the West, vid Quebec?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. That subject is reciving the
consideration of the Government.

PORPOISE FISHING.

Mr. BLONDEAU (Translation) moved for ¢pies of
the reports, correspondence or papers respecting the yor-
poise fishery at Riviére Ouelle, county of Kamouraska.

Mr. CASGRAIN. (Translation.) Mr. Speaker, I will
take the liberty to ask my hon. friend why he makes this
motion. I have already heard of this affair, and I believe
I might help him in his demand. If he would,expiain, in
a few words, the object of his motion, I believe I would
concur in the object he aims at. Therefore, I beg of him to
give some explanations to the House on this subject.

Mr BLONDEAU. (Translation,) In answer to the
.. member for I'Islet (Mr. Casgrain), I must say that as
suua as I will have seen the documents asked for by this
motion, I shall give him the explanations he desires.
Until then, I could not say anything, as I have no informa-
tion.

Motion agreed to.
UNITED STATES DESERTERS.

Mr. GUILLET movcd for copies of all papers, Orders
in Council and correspondence relating to the arrest, in
Canadian territory, by a detachment of United States
soldiers, of Henry Watson, said to be formerly a resident
of the Province of Nova Scotia, and Frauklin Switzer, said
to be formerly a resident of Kingston, Ontario, and & person
surnamed Ellsworth, who were alleged to have deserted
from the United States Army.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. We shall have very great
pleasure in bringing down the papers and correspondence
as regards the case of Watson and Switzer. As regards the
caso of Ellsworth I know nothing about that. I am glad
these papers have been moved for because they will show
that these two men were taken on British territory as
deserters, and that upon representation to the American
Government they were most properly surrendered by the
American Government to the British Ambassador.

Motion agreed to.

MISSION OF THE MINISTER OF FINANCE.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT moved for papers or
correspondence relative to the mission of the Minister of
Finance to England, in 1883, for the purpose of making
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arrangements for the issue of a new loan, together with his
report thereon to Council, if any were made.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. The Order in Council bearing
on this subject will be brought down ; but there was noth.
ing in writing with reference to what has taken place on
the other side of the Atlantic. It was arranged with our
agents at that time to place on the market, in November or
December, which was considered a favourable time, £2,000,-
000 sterlirg, a portion to be used in the redemption of the debt
which falls due January 1st, 1885, and the balance as might
be required, for the payment of subsidies to the Canadian
Pacific Railway or on Public Worke chargeabls to revenue.
A subsequent arrangoment made with the Canadian Pacific
Railway rendered this loan then unnecessary, and it was con-
sidered desirable to defer it for the present. In making my
financial statement, I will enter fully into cxplanations with
reference to this matter.

Motion agreed to.
POSTAGE REDUCTION.

Mr. CHARLTON, in moving for copies of all- correspon-
dence and papers relating to any proposed or suggested
reduction in letter postage in the Dominion of Canada, said :
In reference to this matter 1 may say that although a three
cent postage rate is undoubtedly a moderate rate for a
country situated as Canada is, yet the reduction of letter
postage in the United States to two cents renders it desir-
able, if not expedient, that we should adopt the same rate
in Canada. It will be interesting to compare the postal
returns to the United States prior to the reduction of the
postage rato with those after the reduction; and if the cir-
cumstances here be similar to those there, the loss to our
revenue by such reduction would not be so great as one
would be inclined to imagine. Thelaw went into operation
in the United States in October, 1883 — or it was in operation
one full quatter of that year. Comparing the last quarter
of 1883, from Uctober, with the last quarter of 1882, in the
United States, 1 tind that the revenue of the latter was
$5,837,000 against 85,654,000 for the former, or a reduction
in revenue, under the new law, of $183,000, almost 3} per
cent.—this in the face of a reduction of 33% reduction in
the rate. If the same circumstances would hold good in
Canada—namely a reduction of 3} per cent. in the revenue
upon a reduction of 33% per cent. in the rate—as in the

nited States, the loss to our revenue would bo a matter of
small consequence to the hon. Finance Mirister. The
expenses of the Postal Department for the fiscal year 1883,
amounted to $2,176,000, and the receipts to $1,801,000,
showing a deficiency of $375,600. Ifthe reduction of a
three cent to a two cent postage rate would bring about
here, as in the United States, a reduction of only 3} per
cent. in the gross receipts of the Départment, the deficiency
would be increased by the sum of $58,500 ; making a defici-
ency of $435,000 instead of $375,000. No boon the Gov-
ernment would give the people of Canada would be more
widely appreciated and generallydistributed than a reduction
in the rate of postage; and I am firmly convinced such reduc-
tion would not bear heavily on the revenue—the loss to
the rovenue being nearly compensated for by the largely
increased amount of correspondence, I lay these figures
before the Government; and I believe that upon full consid-
eration of the matter they will find it expedient that the
rate should be made similar to that in the United States.

Motion agreed to.

INDIAN ISLANDS IN LAKE ONTARIO.

Mr. PLATT moved for a return showing name and location
of such islands in Lake Ontario, and other inland waters,
as are held by the Government of Canada as Indian lands,
together with a statement showing the area and valuation of
each island, name of, present lessee, ameunt of annual rental
paid, and date of expiration of lease in every case.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I would say to the hon,
movor of this resolution that a return of this general kind
will involve a great deal oflabour and expense; that is, if
we are to give all the islands included in the Thousand
Islands, and the name and valuation of each. I do mot
suppose the hon. gentleman would desire this. If he has
any specific desire in making this motion, if he desires that
it should embrace any particular islands in any particalar
sections, I would prefer it, for the reason that this would be
a laborious compilation, and a somewhat expensive one.

Mr. PLATT. 1 would be satisfied to add ‘such islands
as are occupied by tenants or lessees,” or, if the hon.
gentleman prefers, I would be satisfied with such as are in
Lake Ontario.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Very well.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. And the River St
Lawrence, perhaps,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.
many islands in the St. Lawrence.

Mr. BLAKE. Not many leased, are there ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. A good many. However,
I bave no objection, if it is pressed.

Mr. BLARKE. I think that is really a matter of public
interest, the St. Lawrence islands.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I would be glad to
konow from the hon. gentleman what he proposes, as head
of the Indian Department, to do with the Thousand Islands
that belong to the Indians, 1f 1 am rightly informed, the
Indiang preferred claims more or less valid to all the
Thousand Islands that belong to Canada, and two or three
years ago the Indian Department undertook to lease these
islands. I do not mean to say that the hon. gentleman was
responsible for it; but in one case, to my own knowledge,
advertisements were made, then withdrawn, then very sud-
denly remewed again, and then some of these islands
were disposed of, which was not a desirable thing, because
I know of several persons who had been disposed to bid for
them, and who, when the advertisement was withdrawn,
naturally lost sight of them, and the public, or the Indians,
were to a certain extent deprived of good customers, If
the hon. gentleman could state briefly what his policy is,
or what the policy of the Department is, in respect to these
Thousand Islands, it would be satisfactory to those mem-
bers at any rate who reside in the neighbourhood. I do
not object myself to the policy of the Department, because
I have seen,with great regret,that many of the most beauti-
ful of those islands have been stripped, utterly stripged, of
the timber which grew upon them, and afterwards fires lit
upon them which converted them into heaps of charred rock,
which for hundreds of years to come will not bear a shrub or
a tree, I believo. Therefore, I approve of the principle on
which the Government has acted, but I think the
hon. Minister will agree with me, that, if these islands
are to be leased, full notice should be given, for the sake of
the Indians and for the sake of the public at Jarge. There
is quite a competition springing up for the possession of
the best of these islands, and under proper restrictions it
would be as well to get something for them.,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I will be much obliged
to the hon. gentleman if he will give me a memorandum on
this subject. He says he is aware of advertisements being
issued, and then recalled, and then re-issued.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I think it was hbout
three years ago, in the months of August and September.

- Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I will look that up.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I will endeavour o get
the detailed particulars,

Well, there aro a good
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Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The policy of the Gov-
ernment was, and is now, to offer annually a certain
number of these islands for lease. As the hon. gentleman
says, our islands are often stripped of their timber. People
land—boatmen, and fishermen, and raftsmen—and there is
no means of protecting these five or six hundred islands,
little rockeries some of them, with one single tree perhaps,
very pictnresque, and adding a great deal, no doubt, to the
beauty of the river. "We hal some local opposition, at
Brockville and Gananoque and other places, to the disposal
of these islands, but we have come to a pretty good under-
standing. For instanee, the town of Brockville will havea
certain number of these islands undor lease for a sort of
marine park attached to the town, and they will pay a
rental to the Indians, and look after the adornment of the
islands, perhaps erect picturesque buildings, cottages and
chalets, as on the American side. The policy of the Gov-
ernment has beon to offer a certain number of these islands for
lease every year by auction. We tried it some three years
ago for the first time, and, much to my surprise, because I had
heard that there would be keen competition, there was
scarcoly any competition, and two or three islands were
leaged at a very small rate. I do not remember as to the
results in detail, but I will look into it, and give a full
answer to the hon. gentleman; and, if it is satisfactory to
the House, the Government will continue the policy of
leaging a certain number of these islands every year, so
that those who desire to obtain a summer residence can bid

for them. :

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. With the permission
of the House, I would like to make another suggestion to
the hon. gentleman. As well as mysolf, he knows the
character of these i<lands. There are some of them still, I
think, in the hands of the Government, of preity consider-
able extent. Now, it is the habit of almost all the people
from Brockville, and lower down, and from Kingston, and
considerably above it, to make frequent summer excursions
to these islands. Camping parties are continually going
out. there, and it would, I think, be quite in
accord with the policy usually followed to reserve
a reasonable portion of the islande, under supervision

" of ‘the Fishery Inspectors or other suitable parties, as
a sort of public park, or public camping ground, if
the hon. gentleman likes to call it so. That would be
much appreciated by many persons who are in the habit of
using these islands as a place of summer resort. It is not
desirable that all these islands should be leased to private
parties, who will naturally exclude all stray excursionists,
or stray campers, of the kind T have mentioned. I do not
know exactly how mafters are on the American side, but I
think the islands there have teen mostly disposed of, and so
0o camping or excursion parties are permitted to land at all.
I think it would be mucE to be regretted to put an end to
them on this side. By exacting some trifling fee, the
hon. gentleman might reimburse the public for the cost of one
or two caretakers to look after them,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. With respect to the
larger islands, I think the remarks of the hon. gentleman
are worthy of every consideration. There are many
excursions there—some educstional, some rcligious, some
without either education or religion.

Sic RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Iealth oxcursions.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. And it would be well
p orhaps, in the larger islands at all events, to give them a
camping ground. In regard to the smaller islands, that
would not do at all. The spirit of proprietorship must be
roused before you can get any price for them. A person
who wishes to lease an island and make it a sammer resort
does not want persons to land and camp on'-it, and make

Sir RicHARD CARTWRIGHT.

fires there; as to the larger islands, I perfectly agroe with
the hon. gentleman,

Motion, amended by the addition of the words *“such
islands as are leased in ILiake Ontario and the River St.

Lawrence,” agreed to.
PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS.

Mr. PLATT moved for a return showing the names of
public health officers appointed in the varions cities of Can-
ada, the salary paid to each, copy of instruction iscued to
such officers by the Government, and all or any reports made
by such officers to the Department.

Mr. POPE, There is no objection to the motion. I may
say, however, that the health officers are named by the
city corporations and appointed by us.

Motion agreed to.
AGRICULTURAL FERTILIZERS.

Mr. MASSUE movel that the House resolve itself into
Committee of the Whole to consider the following Resolu-
tion :—

. That it ia expadient to pass an Act to prevent fraul ia the Manufac-
ture and Sale of Agricultural Fertilizers. -

Motion agreed to; resolution considered in Committce,
reported, and concurred in,

Mr. MASSUE intreduced Bill (No. 33) to prevent frand
in the Manufactare and Sale of Agricaltural Fertilizers,

Bill read the first time.

SECOND READINGS.

The following Bills were severally read the sccond
time :— .

Bill (No. 10) further to amend the Act to incorporate
the South Saskatchewan Valley Railway Company.—

(Mr, Kilvert.)
Bill (No. 14) to amalgamate the Board of Trade of the

city of Toronto, and the Corn Exchange Association.—(Mr.
Bouaty).

MOTIONS FOR RETURNS.

Motions for the following Returns were soverally agreed
to:~
Copies of all Orders in Council, reports, correspondence
and papers respecting the grant or payment of any subsidies
to railways, not already brought down; and statements in
detail of all such payments to ht d.—(Mr. Blake.)

Copies of all correspondence, despatches and Orders in
Council in referenee to subsidies or grants for the Province
of Manitoba, the extension of its boundaries, the territory
disputed between it and the Province of Ontarin ; its school
lands; the public lands within the Province, arnd railway
questions affecting the Province.—(Mr, Blake.)

Copies of the claims of Eustache Dorion, of the village
of Lauzon, pilot, and Moise Leclerc, nf the village of
Lauzon, bailiff, presented to the Dominion Arbitrators, in
December last, of all papers, documents and evidence form-
ing part of the record in the cases, with a copy of the
awards rendered by the said arbitrators.—(Mr. Belleau.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House,

Motion agreed to ; and (at 4:40 o’cipck, p-m.) the Houce
adjourned,
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HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Monpay, 4th February, 1884,
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o’clock.

PRAYERS.
BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills were severally introduced and read
the first time: —

Bill (No. 40) toamend the Act incorporating the Ottawa,
Waddington and New York Railway and Bridge Company.
—(Mr. Hickey.)

Bill (No. 41) to incorporate the Saskatoon and Northern
Railway Company.—(Mr. Ferguson, Welland.)

Bill (No. 42) to incorporate the Commercial Bank of
Manitoba.—(Mr. McCarthy.)

Biil (No. 43) to incorporate the Union Trust Corporation
of Canada.—(Mr. Hesson.)

Bill (No. 44) to authorize the transfer of the Welland
Railway to the Grand Trunk Railway Company of Canada,
and for other purposes.—(Mr, Bergin.)

SECOND READINGS.

The following Bills were severally read the second time :—

Bill (No. 11) respecting the Union of certain Methodist
Churches therein named.— (Mr, McCarthy.)

Bill (No. 18) to incorporate the Pilots serving between
Montreal and Quebec.—(Mr. Amyot.) ‘

Bill (No. 19) to grant certain powers to the Commercial
Cable Company.—( Mr. Rykert.)

Bill (No. 20) to amend the Act incorporating the Ocean
Mutual Marine Insurance Company —(Mr. Tupper.)

Bill (No. 21) respecting the Grand Trunk Railway Com-
pany of Canada.—(Mr. Curran.)

Bill (No. 23) to incorporate the Vandreuil and Prescott
Railway Company.—(Mr. McMillan, Vaundreuil.)

Bill (No. 24) to incorporate the Halifax Steam Nuviga-
tion Company, limited.—(Mr. Stairs )

Bill (No. 33) empowering the North-Western Coal and
Navigation Company, limited, to construct and operate a
Railway from Medicine Hat.—(Mr. Cameron, Victoria.)

Bill (No. 39) to incorporate the Provincial Bank.— (Mr.
Macmiltan, Middlesex.)

PORT OF LANDING FOR EUROPEAN IMMIGRANTS.

Mr. LANDRY, in the absence of Mr. BeLLEAT, enquired,
Whether the Government has made, or is on the point of
making, any arrangements whatsoever for the transport to
Montreal of European immigrants; and whether, in accord-
ance with the said arrangements, the immigrants will be
landed at Lévis or at Montreal ? :

Mr. POPE. In apswer to the hon. gentleman, I wounld
say that some of the steamships, usually the smaller class
of steamships, have for some years brought immigrants to
Montreal. The Government have not made any arrange-
ment of that kind ; but, as I have said, some of the steam-
ships do it. I presumo the great part of European immi-
grants who arrive in this country will be landed at Point

vis ag usual.

OVERSEER OF FISHERIES FOR DIGBY COUNTY.

Mr, VAIL enquired, Whether an additional overseer
of fisheries has recently been appointed for the county of
Digby? If so, what is the name of the person appointed ?
What is his salary? By whom was he recommended, and
whatlnée the bounds of his district ?

Mr. McLELAN. An additional overseer of fisheries
has been appointed for the county of Digby. His name is
James A. Collins, of Westport, and his salary is $120 per
annum. He was recommended by the Inspector of Fisheries
for Nova Scotia, and the bounds of his district are the western
division of Digby county, including Liong and Brier Islands.

LETTER POSTAGE RATES.

Mr. THOMPSON enqnired, Whether it is the intention
ot the Government to amend the Postal Law by provid-
ing that letters not exceeding one ounce may be carried
at single postage rate ?

Mr. CARLING. The matter is .under consideration,

MAILS ON THE GRAND TRUNEK, GEORGIAN BAY
AND LAKE ERIE RAILWAY.

Mr. LANDERKIN enquired, Whether it is the intention
of the Government, this season, to give two mails dailyto
those post offices north of Palmerston, on the line of the
Grand Trunk, Georgian Bay and Lake Erie Railway ?

Mr. CARLING. The matter is now under the considera-
tion of the Government.

SURVIVING VOLUNTEERS OF 1837-38.

Mr. TYRWHITT moved, that it is expedient that the
Government take steps to ascertain the number of the
Volunteers of 1837 and 1838 still living, their names, ages,
and corps in which they served during said time, and their
respective places of residence.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I presume that if this infor-
mation is obtsined and brought down, it would be to found
a subsequent motion upon it, something like the motion
which stands next to it on the paper, proposing to recognize
the services of those volunteers. The volunteers of 1837-38
served some in Upper Canada and some in Lower Canada,
&nd in both Upper and Lower Canada there were volunteers
on both sides. [ do not think, unless the House considers
that there should be a grant made by the Dominion Parlia-
meunt, or a recognition in some way of the services of the
volunteers, that a case has been made out for the expendi-
ture which would be incurred in collecting this information.
It occurs to me, and to the Government, that the recogni-
tion, if it comes at all, should come from the several Pro-
vinces—thatris to say, the Province of Ontario, formerly
Upper Canada, should recognize the services of its volun-
teers, and the Province of Qnebec, formerly Lower
Canada, should recognize the gervices of its volunteers, I
do not think the Dominion Parliament can be called apon
to recognize the services of men who served, not only betore
Confederation, but before there was a United Canada, when
there was an Upper and Lower Canada and no prospect or
idea of their ever being one Province. Thisis a-disappoint-
ment to myself, as I was one of the volunteers, and carried

'my musket, and I suppose I fouzsht as bravely as most of

my confreres.

Mr. BLAKE. I quite agree with thehon. gentleman that
this is entirely a Provincial matter—a matter for old Canada
or the Provinces of which it was composed. In the Legis-
lature of Ontario in former days, during the régime of the
first Government, 8 question connected with this matter
came up, and the only person whose services were recog-
nized, was one named Montgomery.

Motion withdrawn,

INGONISH BREAKWATER.

Mr, CAMPBELL (Victoria), in moving for all corres-
pondence and all engineers’ reports for the past two years,
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regarding the Ingonish breakwater, said : I think it a
matter to be much regretted, for the sake of the locality in
which it is situated, that this breakwater should have
been carried away. I think this occurred once when my
hon, friend opposite (Mr. Vail) had something to do with
it; and I believe the same fatality occurred gince my hon.
friend beside me (Sir Hector Langevin) has had charge of
the Department. At all events, between them they have
made a bad job of it. It is only right that those who were
connected with it should be hauled over the coals, whether
they are on this side of the House, or on theother. Besides,
it is necessary to consider whether it is worth while to
replace the work or not.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. Of course, these papers will
be brought down. I must say, however, to my hor. friend,
that it is true that the storms which partly destroyed the
breakwater when hon, gentlemen opposite were in power
have continued to destroy it, and that my intention was to
drop the work altogether. Itisevident thatthe breakwater
cannot be maintained there without an expenditure so large
as to be entirely out of the question.

Mr. VAIL. I rise to correct a misapprehension into
which the House might fall from the remarks of my hon.
triend from Victoria, The grant for this work was first
made by the Government, of which my hon. friend cpposite
(Sir Hector Langevin) was a member, in 1873, and was
merely continued by the Government of Mr. Mackenzie up
to the time they left office.

Motion agreed to.

TIMBER LIMITS IN THE BOW RIVER DISTRICT.

Mr. JACKSON moved for a return showing the
number of acres of square miles of timbered lands or timber
limits sold by the Government since the Ist of March last,
in or convenient to the Bow River country in the North-
West, giving the name or names of the parties sold to, and
the prices per acre received by the Government for the
same. He said : I read in an American paper not long ago
that a syndicate of American lumbermen have acquired a
large tract of timbered land, or timber limits, containing
a total of about 500,000 acres, in the Bow River district, in
the North-West Territories. The same article stated that
these gentlemen were very jubilant over their purchase,
saying that they had bought those timber limits for very
much less than their value. I desire to know who have
been obtaining timber limits in this way; and, therefore, 1
make this motion.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I have no objection to
bringing down this return; but I would suggest to the hon.
gentleman to add the words, “and the manner of sale,”
whether by public auction, or by private sale.

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

EMIGRANT BUILDINGS AT LEVIS.

Mr. LAURIER, in moving for copies of all correspond-
ence between the Canadian Pacific Railway Company and
the Government for the removal of the emigrant building
and quarantine station at Lévis from Lévis to Montreal,
said : Rumors have been ecirculated of late that negotia-
tions are pending between the Government aud the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway Company for the removal of the
emigrant buildings from Lévis io Montreal, with the view
of gradually forcing all immigrants to land at Montreal
instead of Quebec. These rumours have found their way
into the press, and have caused constant uneasiness. Ihope
the Government will be able to say that they are absolutcly
without foundation,

Mr. CaMpeELLn (Victoria).

Mr. POPE. I may say to the hon, gentleman, that the
Government do not wish to force immigrants either to go
away from Quebec, or to remain there. There is not, and
has not been, any correspondence with the Pacific Railway
Company, or any one else, respecting the removal of the
emigrant buildings or the cattle quarantine from Quebec.
It is, however, to be stated that steamships, that is the
steamships of some of the 'lines, have landed immigrants
at Montreal, instead of leaving them at Point Levis.
It is most important that we should have a cattle
quarantine that is appreciated, not only by our vwn
people, but in foreign couniries. The importance will be
understood when I say that whereas five years ago 900
cattle were brought there annually, the number now
is 2,400. We have expended a large amount of money
on these buildings, and no place in Canada can be more
suitable for them than the place where they now stand,
at Point Lévis. Never, with my consent, will they be
removed.

Mr. LAURIER. I am quite satisfied, Mr Speaker, with
the hon gentleman’s statement, and I beg leave to with-
draw the motion.

Motion withdrawn.

POSTAL STATISTICS,

Mr. HESSON moved for a statement showing the
total number of post offices in operation in the Provinces
now comprised in the Dominion for the year ending 30th June,
1867, the miles of mail route and total number of miles of
travel, the number of letters and postal cards, the gross
revenue and expenditure, with a similar statement for the
years 1878 and 79, with the percentage of increase or
decrease in each year,as the case may be. He said: In making
this motion, I desire to make some observations. Through
the kindness of some of the officers of the Post Office
Department, I have been put in possession of some of the
information I required, as tending to show what effect on
the revenue we might expect from a further reduction in
the rate of postage, After some careful enquiry, I have
obtained a few particulars with reference to the revenue and
expanditure of the Post Office Department in the Provinces of
Upper and Lower Canada previous to Confederation. In
1859 the rate was fixed at three pence currency per hailf
ounce, and at Confederation it was further reduced to three
cents. So far as the Public Accounts show,the total receipts
from post offices in 1866—after deducting a grant of §64,000
that had been made by Order in Council to cover the cost
of legislative and departmental postage that had formerly
been free—amounted to $813,726; the expenditure was
$834,5661, leaving a deficiency of $20,8356. Coming to the first
full year after Confederation, and after the introduction of
the three cent rate, I find, from the Public Accounts, that the
mileage was 21,920 000 miles,that the revenue was $973,056,
and the expenditure $1,097,828, leaving a deficieney of
$106,772. To getafair ideaas to the actual loss arising from
the reduction of the postal rate during the first full year of
its operation, we must take into accountthe deficiency that
existed in the operation of the Department during the last
full year ending 1866 prior to the reduction. That amount
of $20,000 dedacted from the $106,772, left $85,973 of a
deficiency for the first four years after the reduction, repre-
senting about 10 per cent. of a loss accruing from that
reduction. In addition tothis it will be very interesting to
note what the Postmaster-General said on the subject in his
report of 1869-70 :—

¢ The postal revenue for Ontario and Quebec for the quarter ending 30th
September, 1869, was $215,036 as compared with $204,841 in the corres-
ponding year of 1868—both under the reduced ratcs of postage—and
if & continuance of this rate of improvement in collections could be

counted on, the loss temporarily sustained in reducing the domestic
postage charges would be soon recovered. ”
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We have also to take into account a further reduction made
in parcel postage which, in 1869, was reduced from 12}
cents per eight ounces to 6 cents per four ounces; and it
will be found that this accounts for a large portion of the
deficit I have mentioned. Glancing over the results of the
last five years, we can safely conclude, I think, that it is
quite within the power of the Government to go still
further towards meeting the wants of the people of Canada
by a still farther reduction from a three cent to a two-cent
postage rate per half ounce, In 1875, the number of post
offices was 5,606 ; in 1883 it was 6,395, an increase of 689.
In 1879 the mileage amounted to 89,598; in 1883 the postal
route covered 44,643 miler, an increase of 5,045 miles, or
about 1,000 miles a year for five years. The total miles of
travel on all these routes was, in 1879, 16,.56,034, and, in
1883, 19,465,121, an increase of 3,309,034. Again, in 1879,
the total number of letters and postal cards carried was
21,930,000 in 1882, the last year for which we have published
returns, it was 69,950,000; at the same rate of increase, the
total, in 1883, should amount to 75,000,000, or an increase
over 1879 of 23,120,000. These are very gratifying figures,
showing, as they do, the very rapid growth of that very
important Department. But when we look at the returns
of revenue and expenditure, we find the comparison still
more interesting. In 1879 the revenue was $1,534,363; in
1883, $2,264,384, or an increased revenue for five years of
$730,000. Hon. gentlemen may say that the deficiency is
very large, and may quote this deficiency as showing the
undesirability of perhaps still further increasing it by a
reduction of the present rate. But any hon. gentleman who
will look &t the Public Accounts will see that the expendi-
ture, in 1879, was $2,167,266 and, in 1883,$2,687,391. While,
however, the deficiency in 1879 was $632,903, in 1883 it
was but $423,006. It will, therefore, be observed that
while the growth of mileage of travel and the consequent
increase of expenditure has been very large, we have still
more than overtaken this increase of expenditure by our
increasing revenue. Thus, while the deficit in 1879 was
$632,903, in 1883 it was only $423,006, showing a reduction
in deficit, caused by the increase of revenue in tive years, of
$209,896 ; or at the rate of $42,000 a year, Taking this
into cousideration, it seems to me that the Postmaster
General would be justified in undertaking to bear this
additional burden, if we can call it so, of reducing still
farther the postal rate. Hon. gentlemen will recollect that
the celebrated Sir Rowland Hill estimated the cost of carry-
ing a letter from London to Glasgow to be ;4. If that
is the case there is po reacon why two cents may not be
sufficient to carry a letter from one end of the Dominion to
another, and still leave a fair income to the
Department. It is not in the carrying of mail matter of
that description that any loss is sustained ; and besides,
post offices are not established for the purpose of providing
a revenve, but for the convenience of the people, They
have been established on the same principle as that which
has gnided us in undertaking public works, not with the
hope of obtaining a revenue, but in the view that the general
business of the country would be so promoted by them that
indirect advantages would ensue which could not be
expected from a direct revenue. The necessity of a postal
reduction is not probably felt so much in the towns and
cities as in the country districts. No one who has had any
experience of the early years, the pioneer life of Canada,

can fail to remember how cheering it was to hear the sound
of the postman’s horn, how it seemed to revive
in his heart memories and recollections of home, '
and how dearly he appreciated this means of
communication with his friéends in bygone years.
I think, Mr. Speaker, that the hon. the Postmaster General
would favour this move, and if his colleagues will only sus-
tain him init, as I hope they will, the people will receive
the advantage which I think they ought to receive from

this reduction. I may observe in passing that, although a
very large reduction was made by the remission of the tax
upon newspapers posted from the place of publication,
which amounted to something like $60,0C0, still we find the
deficiency has been very materially lessened by the opera-
tions of the past year. If you deduct the $60,060—which
was allowed, I might say, to the press of Canada, because it
was a tax more directly upon them than upon the readers of
the papers—from the surplus amotdnt of 4 3,000, you get
about $350,000, or $360,000 in round numbers ; consequently,
Ido rot think we have anything to apprehend from a
reduction. I might just refer for a brief moment to some
figures that I was enabled to obtain from the American
reparts, which show that the deficiency in the working of
the Post Office branch of their Government was no less than
$10,582,5643 for the year 1860. Sir, in the face of that, we
find that the service has since grown up to such an extent
that it has produced a surplus revenue for them, and they
have now been enabled toreduce the rate of postage for the
people of that country to two cents. As we express &
willingness to reciprocate with the Americans in other ways,
I hope hon. Ministers will not be bshind in meeting them
on the same ground ; and that it will not be said that it costs
three cents to send a letter to the Americans when they can
gend one to us for two. In reference to the expense of
operating the Post Office Department of the United States,
I have gone into a calculation, and 1 find that it costs them
e'ghty cents per head to manage their Post Office Depart-
ment, whereas the cost to us here in Canada is only
about sixty cents, I think that is a very f{avour
able showing, and we have to congratulate ourselves
upon it, I do not presume that it would be at all
necessury for the Postmaster General, even in view of the
reduction which is asked for, 1 believe, by this House and
by the country, to starve the postmasters in the country ;
it will not be necessary for him to withhold a liberal
increase in the Post Office staffin the great North- West which
we are opening up so rapidly ; and it will not be necessary to
withhold the addition of a number of miles of postal travel
during the coming year. The gradual increase will cover
all that ; and, taking the very worst view—and [ have taken
the worst view which is possible, keeping at all near the
mark—the outside loss to the Department will not be more
than $175,000 in the first year; and in three years it will
disappear altogether. I think, then, that the House and the
country will accept such a departure on the part of the
Government as a great boon. They have given: other
remissions, They gave a remission of the duties on tea
and coffee, articles which enter into every household ;
and that has been recognized by the people as
a liberal movement on the part of the Government.
Although our revenue has, perhaps, in consequence, been
gsomewhat less than it was, I do not look upon that
unfavourably. We know this has been a disastrous year; but
we know things will revive again, and better crops and
better times will come soon. Idesirefor a moment to call
the attention of hon. gentlemen to thi- fact : that, although
it may be said that we have a great North-West to supply
with postal facilities, and that the probability is that the
revenue there will be very much less than the expenditure,
and a large loss will fall upon the country in consequence, I
have tabalated astatement from the Public Accounts of 1882,
showing that Manitoba and the North West Territories in
that year were, I might almost say, self-suxtaining in their
postal service, the deficiency being only $22,868 for the

stal year—a very small item indeed; and I am glad to
earn, from information I have obtained and believe to be
correct, that that country is so largely settled with an enter-
prising people, an educated people, a business people, that
they have a large correspendence, and the more it is
settled the more that correspondence must be increased ;
and I have every confidence that within five years the
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revenue from that part of the country will equal the expen-
diture, if not exceed it. I understand that the city of
Winnipeg takes only the third place to-day—I question if
it does not take the se:ond place—in the postal service of
the Dominion of Canada. That isa favourable showing,
The Province of Ontario, for 1882, shows a deficency of ouly
$31,773. I might give some of the others which are less
favourable, but it i8 not necessary to weary the House. 1
trust I have said enougl on this matter to show that it is
within the power of the Government to do this without very
much affecting the general revenues of the country, I have
tried to impress hon. members with this fact: that there is
nothing which more goes home to thesettlers occupying
different parts of Canada than the postal service of the
country. I observe that a reduction was made on postage
between Canada and the United States in 1869 from ten
cents to six ceuts, or at the rate of 40 per cent., and yet
would it be believed that the revenue only fell short $41,653
for the year following? Now, we ask a reduction of 33}
per cent. as against 40 per cent., and in my estimate, I have
given the worst feature of the case when I said it could not
exceed 10 per cent. of the gross revenue from the postal
service.

Motion agreed to.

PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT ST. THOMAS.

Mr. WILSON, in moving for copies of all tenders,
reports and correspondence relating to the construction of
the Post Office and Custom house at St. Thomas, giving
the amount expended to date, also the names of all persons
to whom any portion of the expenditure has been paid,
together with the amount paid to each, and for what, said:
In making this motion I desire to ask the Government the
reasons why the work on these buildings at St. Thomas
has progressed so slowly. I may say that during the last
Session of the last Parliament the work on these buildings
was commenced at St. Thomas. During the subsequent
election campaign we were given to understand by the
Government that they intended to prosecute the work
as rapidly as possible, and that in a year or two
we might expect to see a beautiful building erected there.
During the campaign, however, a rumour obtained
circulation—without, however, any foundation, so far as we
could ascertain—that if the constituency was so unwise as
1o send an Opposition member to represent them in Parlia-
ment, we would very likely not have a Post Office and
Custom house built there. The hon, First Minister, when
appealed to on the subject, stated that of course the amount
voted for that purpose wruld be expended, and that the
buildings would be erected. Well, the constituency did
return a member opposed to the present Government; and
we find at the present time that the work is not progressing
ag rapidly as we think it ought. It may be, and I have no
doubt of it in my own mind, that the Government is doing
everything they can counsistently do. I think the contractor,
perhaps, is doing everything in his power to prosecute the
work as rapidly as he can conveniently do so, though he com-

lains that he found a great deal of difficulty last summer
In engaging skilled labourers, for the reason that whenever
the Government found any good workmen they were care-
ful to engage them and pay them larger wages than we
co1ld afford 4o pay, and employ them on Government works
elsewhere. It is with a view to obtain imformation on the
sabject, that I make this motion,

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. I was sure the hon. gentle-
man would attach no importance to those sinister rumours
that the Government would only erect those buildings at
St. Thomas, on condition of that Riding returnming a sup-
porter of the Government. Of course, we would never do
snything of that kind. The hon. gentleman himself gives
the reason why the works have not been carried on with

Mr. Hesson,

the same vigour that he could have wished, and that is, that
the best workmen were engaged elsewhere, and the con-
tractor was not able to proceed faster. I hope the con-
tractor will be able hereafter to find better workmen, and
to fulfil his contract. The intention of the Department is
that the contractor shall go on with his work with all due
expedition. Of course, it is useless to drive a contractor to
the point of causing him either to throw up his con-
tract or lose a large sum of money. We must exercise a
reasonable forbearance, but we must require him to use
such diligence as will secure the work being completed
within a reasonable time. The intention of my Depart-
ment is that the contractor shall fulfil his contract, and 1
have no doubt that when the building is erected, the hon.
gentleman will find it a credit to his county as well as to
the Government.

Motion agreed to.

OFFENCES AGAINST THE PERSON.

Mr. CAMERON (Huron), in moving the second reading
of Bill (No. 2) to amend the Criminal Law aund to extend
the provisions of the Act respecting offences against the
person, said: This is substantially the same Bill as was
before Parliament in the Session of 1882, and again in the
Session of 1883. The Bill was last year assented to by the
First Minister, who thought it wasa proper Bill, and that
it ought to pass the House and become
of the land, and that the offence mentioned
in the Bill should be punished as a criminal offence.
The Bill was referred to a Select Committee composed of
several lawyers of both sides of the House, who reported in
favour of it. It was referred to a Committee of the Whole,
passed with some slight amendments, and finally received
its third reading. The Bill was then sent up to the Senate.
It was introduced, received the second reading without
opposition, referred to a Committee of the Whole, and passed
without any opposition, and without any amendment; but
on the third reading, the Bill was rejected—and rejected, as
I understand, hecause the hon. Minister of Justice, although
assenting to the principle of the Bill, intimated that it would
be better to let it stand over, because it might be consolidated
with the criminal law that is now undergoing consolidation.
That would be quite satisfactory if the clanses of this Bill
could be made to form part of the eriminal law, but T donot
see very well how it is going to be consolidated with the
Criminal Statutes that are now undergoing ‘consolidation,
unless it first becomes law by Act of Parliament, and it is for
that reason that I introduce this Biil for the third time. I
know there ~was considerable objections taken to
the Bill last Session, especially upon the third reading.
There were no objections upon’ the second reading ; there
was some slight ones in the Committee of the Whole ; but
on the third reading, considerable objections were raised by
hon. gentlemen on the other side of the House. Now, I am
not going to enter into the details of the Bill. As [ stated
upon that ocoasion, I believe the Bill ought to become law.
I believe it is not creditable to us that this offence has not
been made a criminal offence long ago. The offence is one
that does not bear a detailed discassion in the Houee, and
therefore I do not propose to discuss it in detail. We know,
Sir, that in almost every State of the Union the offence
meutioned in this Bill is made a crimizal offence, punishable
by terms of imprisonment, varying, according to the law
of the State, from one to ten years. In some cases there
is fine and imprisonment ; in others, imprisonment salone.
We know that in England, although there is no Statute Law
prohibiting the offence and that it is not an offence under
the common law, still it is an ecclesiastical offence so to
speak, and is taken cognizance of by ecclesiastical courts.
In Scotland it is & crminal offence—it is there made a serious
offence—it is & capital felony, the punishment for which

the law -
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has been reduced within the last few years to banishment
for life. Now, I see no reason why it should not be made a
criminal offence in this country. It is said, and was said
last Session by the hon. member for Hochelaga (Mr. Des-
Jjardins) that this Biil should not be placed on the Statute
Book because we cannot assume that any person will be
guilty of the offence. All I know is, that such offences are
committed. One cannot fravel a circuit, I believe in either
Province, without having cases of this kind occasionally com-
ing up; and you, Mr. Speaker, know perfectly well from your
own experience as a lawyer, that such cases do occur in the
courts, that offences of this kind are committed, and that,
with a view to punich the guilty parties, cases do come
before the courts. At present, however, there is no way of
punishing such parties unless the offence is committed by
torce, nnless in fact it amounts to rape. I propose making
the parties guilty of a crime if the offence is committed. 1
do not think we should be satisfied with the law as it
stands ; that is, that the person committing the offence of
which I have spoken, unless rape is committed, shall go
unwhipped of justice altogether. I see no reason, I say,
why this should not be made a criminal offence. 1t
is also said that we ought not to spread out this Bill on
the Statute Book because it is, to a large extent,
pandering to a sort of prurient curiosity which very
often arises when investigations of this kind take place.
If that were so, and if it were a good answer to a Bill of
this kind becoming part of the law of the land, there are
half a dozen offences which have been made such by Statute,
the laws in regard to which should not appear on the
Statute Book, It is impossible to deal with cases of the
kind to which I have referred unless there is exposure in
the courts, which, of course, ono does not want; bnt it is
far better to have the exposure than that criminals should
escape justice altogether, As I have already said, I do not
care about discussing the matter at length. The First
Minister, than whom no one is bettor able to judge of the
Eropriety of a law, from his long experience in Parliament,

as given his assent to the principle of the Bill, and I con-
tent myself by moving that the Bill be now read the second
time.

Bill read the second time.

EVIDENCE IN CRIMINAL CASES.

Mr. CAMERON (Huron) in moving the second reading
of Bill (No. 3) to further amend the Law of Kvidence in
criminal cases, said : This Bill, which was also introduced
during the last Session of Parliament, is substantially the
same as that introduced last year. The provisions of it are
simple and brief. It provides that in all cases of misde-
meanor the defendant and his wife shall be competent wit-
nesses, under certain restrictions and conditions specified in
the Bill, Last Session the Bill received the assent of the
First Minister, was referred to a Select Committee, which
reported it with some slight amendments. I now propose
to have the Bill read the second time, and referred to a
Select Committe, composed of Messrs, Cameron (Victoria),
Ives, Wood (Brockville), Fleming, Hall, and the mover.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I have no objection to the
Bill going to the Committee, the names of which were
shown to me by the hon. gentleman. I suggest, however,
the addition of Mr, Ouimet.

Mr. TUPPER. 1 desire to oppose the second reading of
this Bill, I donot intend to delay the deliberations of the
House tor any considerable time in speaking on it, and the
only reason that prompts me in asking the House to refuse
to pass this motion is, that during last Session, when the
principle of the- Bill came before us, there was a very
decided expression of opinion given in regard to it The Bill
"~ went into the Committee and never came out. Subsequently,

the hon, gentleman who had charge of the Bill then, as he
has now, made & separate motion in order to restore the
Bill to the Order Paper. The expression of the opinion of
the House was as pronounced then as it had been before;
and my point is, without going into the question again,
because on that occasion hon. members from Quebec and
myself discussed the principle of the Bill and the whole
question. We shall be losing time in further considering the
Bill, if the opinions of hon, members are the same as they’
were last year. In addition to the matter discussed then, I
took the opportunity of alluding to the fact that this Bill was,
if anything, in favour of unduly assisting prisoners to obtain
their acquittal. I contended then, and I contend now, that
the advantages which swround prisoners are such as to
completely secure for them justice in any court in the
Dominjon, and in any court where British laws are in
force, and there was no reason, and no reason has been
shown, for changing the present system which has so long
prevailed in England and here. In that opinion I am
borne out, to a certain extent, by the hon. gentleman in
charge of the Bill. In 1880 he shared that opinion, and if
his opinions then were correct, there is no necessity to pass
this Bill. In opposing the introduction of the Bill to give
prisoners certain advantages in calling witnesses before a
magistrate in preliminary examinations, he said :

¢ We know well, at all events, those of us who have had auy expe-
rience in the administration of the Criminal Law, that as a general
rule it is & difficult matter to obtain the conviction of accused parties
now, and we should not, by experimental legislation, enhance the diffi-
culties of obtaining convictions.”

Again, he said :

‘It is well known to the practitioners in Oriminal Courts that the

chances are all in favour of the prisouer, and that for one innoeeut man®
convicted, 999 guilty men escape. As a general thing, the prisoner is
tried by his peers, and he has the advantage of every technicality of the
law that is open to him.”
Now, of course, the hon. gentleman might contend that his
object is not to give the prisoner any additional chance, but
to enable the Crown more speedily to secure justice. But
[ contend, and any hon. gentleman who will look at the
Bill must see, that it is a measure in the prisoner’s favour,
and, as I believe, unduly in his favour; that under the
administration of such a law, an additional and improper
chance is given to the guilty man to escape. I rose simply
for the purpose of calling attention to the character of the
Bill, and I shall conclude by moving in amendment: that
the said Bill be not now read the second time, but that it be
read the second time this day six months,

Mr. LISTER. The hon. gentleman who has just moved
the six months' hoist gives as one reason why his amend-
ment should be accepted, that a certain number of members
last Session voted against the principle of the Bill; but he
seems to have entirely forgotten the possibility that between
last Session and this, hon. members may have changed their
minds. I do not agree with the reasons which the bon.
gentleman has given for declining to support the Bill. On
the contrary, 1 think the Bill should become law and that in
this age it would be well if its principles were enforced. We
find that, in the United States, a precisely similar Act is in
force in nearly all the States of the Union. We find that in
England,within the last few years, parties to civil suits have
been admitted as competent witnesses, and precedents set in
England have become the law of this country. Ouly afew
years ago a party to a suit, who was possibly the only per-
son who was able to give any information upon the subject-
matter in dispute, was excluded from the witness box,
and, perhaps, his rights were thereby entirely ignored. The
injustice of such a law was discovered and it was changed so
that at present parties in civil suits are competent
witnesses in their own behalf. I need only refer the
hon. gentleman to the Scott Act, and to many other
Acts of a semi-criminal nature, in which the parties charged
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are competent and compellable witnesses. As Isaid before,
asimilar law has been in force in the United States for
many a year, and I assert without fear of successtul
contradiction, that criminal law is as well administered in
the United States as in our own country. The hon. gentle
man, I think, takes a narrow, contracted view of the case;
he fears that some man who should be punished will
escape. All who have had experience in criminal cases
know that it frequently happens that the very man who
could throw most light on & case is excluded from giving
his evidence. I contend that there would be no difficulty
in a cross-examination, in sbowing whether or not the
prisoner had perjared himself. I think the Bill should at
least receive a second reading, so that it might be calmly
and dispassionately considered by members of this House.

Mr, IVER. As I understand, this Bill proposes to extend
still further a principle which, for the last two or three
years, has been acted upon in cases of common assault : that
is, the examination of the defendant. I think it would be

artinent if some hon. members of this House, who have
ﬁwge experience as criminal lawyers, would state what has
been their observation with respecct to the working of the
Law which we now have on the Statute Book, and in which
we have admitted the principle of this Act. If this Bill
applied, as I think last year’s did, to all offences, both felo-
nies and misdemeanors, I certainly would not vote for its
second reading; not for the reason mentioned by the hon.
gentleman, that it would give the prisoner a better chance
to escape, but becanse 1 believe it would be a serious
injury to a prisoner charged with a capital offence. The
second section provides that if the prisoner does not
ask to be examined, that fact shall not be commented
wpon either by the prosecution or the judge; but it
would be utterly impossible, by any legislation, to pre-
vent a jury drawing their own conclusion if a prisoner
declined to offer his evidence under such circumstances.
I think it would be very dangerous to extend thix
principle to felony; but so far from agreeing with the
hon. gentleman who moved the amendment, that it would
be an additional means of escape for the guilty, I believe
it would be much more likely to operate in the other direc-
tion, and that a prisoner stepping out of a dock into & wit-
ness box would be much more likely to injure his case than
to help it. In my own experience, the present law, permit-
ting defendants in common assault to testify in their own
behalf, is practically inoperative; but I should like to hear
the opinion of lawyers who have large experience in cri-
minal matters,

Mr, QOUIMET. It is admitted that it would be dangerous
for a prisoner not to give evidence when the law allowed
him todo it; and though the law may say that the jury
and the court should not be prejudiced by that fact, 1t is
quite certain that there always will be juries who are sure
to be prejudiced by it. And here comes in a higher con-
sideration which should be taken into account by this House :

- you force a man practically to give his own evidence in his
favour, and, consquently, you will force him, in a great many
instances,to perjure himself. Is not perjury something which
should be carefully avoided in the community. I say that
the sancity of the oath is the very basis ot our society.
If you make perjury a common thing, an every day occur-
ence, the sanctity of the oath will be gone, and the whole
administration of justice will suffer. What will be the con-
sequence if perjury comes to be regarded by most people as
of no particular consequence, more especially if we pro-
claim that a man must perjure himself if he does not want
to be sent to gaol? This law will not aid a prisoner if he
is not guilty ; but if he is guilty, he will be induced to per-
jure himself, and that is a greater evil than the conviction
of one innocent man out of a large number of guilty ones,
I say that this Bill conteins a very unsound principle, and

Mr. Listzs.

one which weought not to put on our Statute Books without
careful consideration. For these reasons, I will vote for the
8ix months’ hoist.

Mr, WOODWORTH. My hon. friend lays great stress
upon the theory that, if the person accused does not go on
the witness stand and give evideunce, his refusal will pre-
judice him in the eyes of the court. He, therefo:e, argues
that the Bill would operate unfavourably to the prisoner. On
the other hand, my hon. friend from Pictou (Mr. Tupper)
enlarged on the idea that it would be undoubtedly in a
prizoner's favour to allcw him to testify in his own behalf.
The two arguments hardly agree, and yet both hon. gentle-
men intend to vote on the same side. I tell my hon. friends
that they are both wrong. The practice would not be un-
duly in the prisoner’s favour by any means ; neither would
it prejudice him if he did not go on the stand, because the
second clause of this Bill provides :

“In ease an accused person,tried before a jury,does not tender himself
or herself as a witness, or become a witn: ss on the trial, no observations
ehall be allowed to be made at the trial by the prosecutor or by the
counsel fo- the prosecution, as to his or her not so tendering himself or

berself asa witness, or not being a witness, nor shall the judge presiding
at the said trial make any observations respecting the same.”

Therefore, a prisoner’s refusal would not prejudice kim in
the least. But how would the Bill operate unduly in favour
of the accused? Every man is supposed to be innocent
until he is proven guilty ; but many a wman is placed in a
dock and tried for a crime of which he i3 not guilty, is
environed by a lot of evidence got up for the occasion and
untrue in many particulars, while he stands there with his
lips closed, unable to tell the jury all he knows, and thereby
relieve their minds of much doubt and difficulty, and
enable them to arrive at a verdict according to the truth
of the matter involved. Go into any court room, hear the
evidence against a prisoner, and look at the prisoner. The
patural mind of man tends to assume that a person who is
placed in a dock and accused of a certain crime, is guilty of
it. I have seen instances of this over and over
again, But take that man from the dock, and place
him on the witness stand, where the jury can see
bis demeanor, the play of his features, the light
of his eye, and he is at once relieved from the
imputation that would have rested upon him if he had re-
mained in the dock. Cannot everybody who has attended
our courts of justice confirm what I say? And certainly
there can be nothing unduly prejudicial to the Crown in
allowing a man to testify, when he is subjected to the most
rigid cross-examination possible. If his evidence breaks
down under it, the interests of justice are served. But
would you have a man convicted when, by simply allowing
him to open his mouth and testify, he could prove bimself
to be innocent. The object of the law is not to convict a
man if he is innocent, but to conviet him ifhe is guilty, and
to find out the truth; and it is not possible for a guiliy man
1o get free if he goes into the witness box to testify, under
the cross-examination of experienced counsel, But my
hon. friend says: oh, you are going to put a premium on
perjury. Does not everybody know that in cases involving
large amount+ of money, people are now allowed to testify on
their own behalf ? And in such cases the incentive to ava-
ricious people to perjure themselves is nearly as great as in
cases of misdemeanor—in some cases greater ; and no man of
any sagacity or good sense dare go on the witness stand to tes-
tify falsely when he knows that he is going to be subjected to
arigid cross-examination. You cannot put down pe:jury in
that way. Why, thereis more perjury committed in mak-
ing up the electoral lists of tho various Provinces in one
year than there would be in ten years under this law; and
yet my hon. friend, who has been long in political life and
seen all this, has a great horror of perjury. It is only a
phantom raised by hon. gentlemen who are opposed to this
Bill, We are not here, proposing this Bill as an experiment.
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The same practice has been pursued in the United States
courts, and yet in nine cuses out of ten there is no suspicion
of perjury. Of course, a man would give the best evidence
he could for himself—he has a right to do that; but if he
goes beyond that, be is liable to be convicted of perjury. If
the only objection my hon. friends can urge against this Bill
is that it will be provceative of perjury, they have a very
small case to rely on. It applios only to misdemeanors, not
to felonies. I know of cases now pending in the courls of
Canada, in which, I pelieve, men are indicted for offences
they never committed, who, if allowed to testify, under this
Act, would sweep away the cobwebs of falsehsod surround-
ing them and vindicate their innocence. I was not present
last Session when this Bill was before the House; but I shall
now have great pleasure in voting for it, in order that it
may have a trial.

Mr. DALY. I take an entirely different view of the
guestion from that expressed by the last speaker. The
sympathies of a judge and jury, and of those in court are
generally, I believe, directed in favour of, rather than against
the prisoner, when he is seen at the bar. Such is the nature
of most people, that when they see & man placed in that
unfortunate position, their sympathies naturally go out
towards him, and they are far from being inclined to con-
demn him unheard. This Bil! should not become law,
because it is the introduction of the thin edge of a wedge
which, if driven home, will render impossible the proper
administration of our criminal jurisprudence. The Xnglish
practice, which we have followed for years, has stood the test
of time, and I can see no reason now for altering it. If we
admit the principle, that a prisoner under charge for misde-
meanor can be permitted to give evidence in his own behalf,
why should we stop there ? Why should we not extend the
same privilege to a man who is under charge tor having
committed felony ? The principle is an erroneous one and
should not be put on the Statute Books. I agree with the
bhon. member tor Laval, that it will give a direct premium
and an undue incentive to the commission of the crime of
perjury. A prisioner charged with misdemeanor has, I con-
sider, 1n spite of what has been said, a greater inducement
to withhold the truth, or to state what is false, than one
who is interested in a civil suit. His right to give evidence
in a civil suit is, I consider, a totally different affair. While
I believe the latter is right and proper, I do not believe that
a man charged with misdemeanor should be allowed to
testify in his own behalf. It must also be remembered
that in every case the prisioner at the bar is asked to state
what reasons he has to give, so that, although he is
not allowed to give evidence, he can generally state his own
oase ; and if he tells his tale with the appearance of truth, the
judge will give to it all proper weight, although the state-
ment is not given under the sanction of an oath, He has,
therefore, the opportunity of showing to the judge his
innocence, fully as much as he would have were he per-
mitted to give evidence under oath. I think the criminal
administration of justice would be better served by allowing
this Bill to stand over for six months than by permitting it
to pass.

Mr. BRECKEN. One of the arguments the hon, mem-
ber for Halifax brings forward against this Bill is, that the
old rule declaring a criminal not competent to be a witness
in his own case, is found to work well. We know that the
law of evidence is being continually improved. Not more
than thirty years ago, before the passage of Lord
Campbell's Act, the parties to a civil suit couid not be
competent witnesses, nor could any ome in any way
interested in the suit be heard. Every objection
urged against this Bill was urged against Lord
Campbell's Act. * In the first case tried at Westminister
under that Act, I am not sure whether the Lord Chief
Baron Pollock was not presiding judge, ome of the

parties to the suit was committed for perjury, and I
believe the practice of committing such witnesses for per-
jury was continued for some short time. We might as
well say that Lord Campbell's Act was a premium cn per-
jury, because it furnished inducement to parties interested
to deviate from the truth, and therefore should be repealed,
as urgo the same objection to this Bill. This Bill confines
itself to misdemeanors, 1 have had, as Crown prosecator in
the Province I have come from, during many years, many
opportunities of judging, and my experience is that this
proposed law will lead to and conduce to the better
administration of justice, by admitting parties tried for
misdemeanor to be competent witnesses, The first thing
to which weshould direct our minds is the mostefficient way
of eliciting the truth. Whenever you have witnesses brought
into a court of justice, no doubt perjury is committed ; and
I venture to say that in prosecutions under the Scott Act,
scarcely a case comes before a court of justice in which
perhaps the:e is not some deviation, more or less, from the
truth, on the part of witnesses. If any line is to be drawn,
we would have to be very careful and select in determining
what men are competent to give testimony in a court of
justice, As far as the person on trial for misdemeanor is
concerned, it is obvious the prosecutor cannot compel him
to be called as witness. The hon. member for Laval has
stated that if, in the course of defence, a prisoner declined to
be examined, though the counsel and judge are prohibited
by this Act from making comments, still his refusal would
have a prejudicial effect on the minds of the jury. Probably
it would. 1 cannot conceive a case in which a man placed on
his trial and competent to give evidence in his own behalf
would decline to do 8o, thereby admitting that he has
nothing to say in his own defence and no doubt such refusal
would go against him. I can very readily understand that,
where the evidence is very finely balanced and it is a diffi-
cult matter for the jary to make up their minds as to the
credibility of witnesses on either side, if the prisoner
declined to go into the box he would create an impression in
the minds of the jury hostile to his case, but I do not think
such an impression will run counter to justice. It is im-
possible to conceive that & man would sit quietly at the
bar and decline to give evidence in his own behalf, if it
were in his power to say anything in extenuation of or in
answer to the charge for which he was indicted, If in a
civil case, where a man’s property aod reputation may be
at stake, he is considered competent to be & witness, I do
not see why his mouth should be closed when a charge of
misdemeanor is made against him. It will not do for us to
go back to the venerable processes of law, as the law
was administered in former days, in the condiuct of
criminal procedure. Not many years ago a ecriminal
was denied the privilege of having counsel to defend
him, and there are many other rules of law which
have been applicable to the conduct of criminal proseca-
tion, that, to-day, we almost blush to acknowledge.
True, it is possible this may, in some cases, be an
inducement to a man to deviate from the truth—to perjure
himself; but that is a thing which legislation has not been
able to guard against, and I do not see how this proposed
law can injuriously affect the prosecution, since the prosecu-
ting examiner has the power of cross-examining the prisoner.
I remember once, and once only, seeing an instance of it.
[ was in a court of criminal justice in the State of Maine,
listening to the trial of a young man for robbery. The
prisoner stepped from the dock into the witness box and
was examined, and, after his examination was through, it I
bad been on the jury, I would not have hesitated for 8
moment to give a verdict of guilty against him. I think it
would not be detrimental to the administration of criminal
justice if this Bill were placed upon our Statute Book.

Mr. CAMERON (Huron). want to say one or two
words in reply to what has been said in this debate.
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wounld have discussed the question more fully had I not ex-
pected that the Bill would receive a second reading, would
have been referred to a Select Committee, would have been
reported by that Committee, and that, upon the report of
that Committee, when we knew the shape the Bill would
assume, we would be better able to deal with the whole
question. The hon. gentleman who moved the six months’
hoist based his opposition to the Bill upon two grounds,
He said that last Session the same Bill was rejected by the
House—that is, the Committee rose without reporting, and
therefore the Bill was rejected by the House ; that I moved
to reinstate the Bill and the motion was lost, and that,
therefore, Parliament having pronounced upon the Bill, it
was losing time to discuss it again. The hon. gentleman is
entirely mistaken. The House never pronounced upon this
Bill. It was an entirely different Bill. You will recollect,
Mr. Speaker, that I moved the second reading of the
Bill last Session, that the Bill was then referred to
a Select Committee at the suggestion of the First
Minister, and that upon that suggestion five other Bills,
two of the same kind and three of an entirely
different kind, were referred to the sume Committee. One
of them, which was objected to by several hon. members of
this House, was a Bill to enable Agnostics to give evidence
in Courts of Justice. The Committee met on these Bills,
and, though I think it wasnot wise of us to do it, we con-
solidated them into one Bill. When that Bill came before the
House, some were opposed to the provision to give Agnos-
tics the right to give evidence; some were opposed to allow-
ing the defendants in cases of misdemeanor to give evidence,
and some were opposed to other provisions of the Bill. The
result was that all the opposition was combined, and the
Bill was defeated. That it was ever before the House in
the form in which it is pow presented, I utterly deny; so
that ground entirely falls from under the hon. gentleman’s
feet. It issaid by the hon. member for Laval (Mr. Ounimet)
that the Bill should not pass because it will offer a premium
to perjury. That was always the argument when changes in
the law of evidence were proposed. In the Province of
Ontario and in England, when the law was changed to enable
the defendant and the plaintiff, the parties to the suit, in civil
actions, to give evidence, wiseacres like the hon. gentleman
from Pictou (Mr. Tupper) and the hon. member for Laval
rose and said the tendency would be that every single man
put into the witness box, plaintiff or defendant, would com-
mit perjury; that it was giving a premium for perjury—
giving them a certain amount of cash to swear
away their immortal souls, The Legislature was not influ
enced by that argument ; and now, after so many years’ ex-
erience, I would ask the hon. gentleman if he would go
B&ck to the old law, which existed before he was called
to the bar, nay, were in existence before he was born,
and prevent plaintiffs and defendants, in civil suits, from
giving testimony. I ask you, Mr. Speaker, with your ex-
tensive experience at the bar, if you would go back to the
practice of old days, when the men who could tell all about
the case had their mouths shut and could not say a word.
The cases I have provided for are of a quasi civil kind, They
are nol felonies, though I think it would not be ill to ex-
tend the provision to felonies; but I believe in progressing
slowly, and that first we should try how the Bill will work
in the case of misdemeanors.
England orin Canada. The hon. gentleman knows, as my
hon,’ friend from Richmond and Wolfe (Mr. Ives)

stated, that we have it in the case of assaults
and batteries, that the defendant can go into
the witness box and testify and tell his story,

and, when the jury have heard his story, they can judge

whether or not it is a true story ; whether or not he himself

has been able to do away with the impression formed by the

evidence given on the part of the Crown. We have it

also in the Election Law, passed in 1874 by hon. gentlemen
Mr, BRECKEN.

It is not a new principle in|

on this side when they were on the otherside of the House.
We know that, in penal actions, under the Election Law, &
defendant has a perfect right to gointo the witness box and
tell hisstory, and the jury then have to judge whether or not
the story is a correct one. The House assented o the
principle of the Bill last Session. My hon. friend from
Norfolk (Mr. Charlton) introduced a Bill which contained
stringent clauses and imposed severe penalties, but allowed
the defendant to go into the witness box and tell his own
story. Ithasbeen recognized by Parliament overand over
again. It bas been recognized in England, where in
certain cases the defendant is enabled to go into the
witness box and tell his own story. If we have
recognized it in civil proceedings and in criminal proceed-
ings, if it is recognized in England to a limited extent and
here to a limited extent, what reason has been urged
against its extension to all cases coming within the tech-
nical class of misdemeanor ? I know of none, As my hon.
friend from King’s (Mr. Woodworth) stated, a defendant is
put into the dock, is tried before his peers for a criminal
offence ; a story is told by the witnesses for the Crown;
it is & circumstantial story, perhaps clearly circumstantial ;
perhaps not a link is missing in the whole chain of evidence,
and the evidence is sufficient to satisfy any reasonable man;
but the man who can tell the whole facts is not allowed to
do 8o; his mouth is closed. He desires to call himself, and
tell his own story, and corroborate his statement by the
evidence of his wife. What is the answer? The answer
of common sense is, let them tell their story; but the
answer of the law is that you cannot tell your story
because, no matter how trivial the offence may be,
you cannot ssy a word in your own behalf. Counsel
may suggest doubts and raise difficulties and point
out discrepancies, but the man who can tell all about
it cannot say a word in his own behalf. I ask, I
appeal to hon. members, if that is fair or just to a man
who is perhaps being tried for a trifling offence that
might be followed, if he were convicted, by a fine of
$10 or twenty-four hours in gaol. Yet the Jaw now says
that man cannot tell his own story. In the Session of 1880,
I gave some instances of the extreme hardship under which
prisoners tried for these trifling offences laboured. I stated
a case of an English Church clergyman, who kept a boarding
school for young ladies. A conspiracy was formed by two
or three of them to charge the gentleman with a criminal
offence, Some of them went into the box and told a plain
story, and all the ingenuity of counsel could not shake their
evidence in the slightest degree. = The unfortunate
clergyman was convicted, and sentenced to a long term of
imprisonment. Circumstances arose afterwards which led
him to believe he could fasten the charge of conspiracy
upon them. A charge of perjury was made against them,
and evidence was given which showed, as the judge stated,
beyond the shadow of a doubt, that the evidence given
against him was false. The sentence was commauted, but
the harm had been done, The clergyman’s reputation was
ruined. He had been in the common prison for six months,
and, although he went there upon perjured testimony, he
ought not to have been there at all. If he could have given
his evidenee in the first instance, that would never have
occurred. He would have told a story which the jury, per-
haps, would have believed, and he wounld mnot
have been placed in that unfortunate position. I remember
another case which occurred some twenty years ago, the sub-
ject of which was an unfortunate lawyer, and perhaps my
hon, friends on the other side, when they hear the story, will
change their opinionsas to the propriety of calling the defend-
ant in & case in his own behalf. In Loundon, England, two
persons went to an eminent solicitor and consulted him
about obtaining letters of adriinistration to a large and
valuable estate. The lawyer gave hisadvice, relying on the’
plain and apparently honest story they told him, and the
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parties obtained the administration of this intestate estate.
But after they got possesesion of the property,they absconded
with it—at all events, they got out of -London where they
could not be discovered ; and it turned out shortly afterwards
that they ware not entitled to the estate at all ; that it was
an entire fraud in their behalf. The owners of the estate,
the real beirs at law, the men who were really entitled to
it, instituted & prosecution against these two men and
against the unfortunate lawyer. They were tried, evidence
was heard, and they were convicted, and the lawyer was
sentenced to ten years’ transportation. An investigation sub-
sequently took place, and the Home Secretary was entirely
satisfied that in so far as the lawyer was concerned he acted,
ay all lawyers do, with perfect honesty and uprightness; that
he ought not have been joined in the prosecution at all, and
ought not to have been convicted. The Home Secretary at
once ordered the release of the unfortunate lawyer. But
he had already served six months of his banishment; his
character was blasted, his reputation was ruined, and his
professional prospects destroyed. The man's whole life
was blighted and gfasted because he bad been convicted by
false testimony, which he could have disproved if he had
been allowed to go into the witness box. Now, Sir, if that
man had been allowed to go into the witness box and tell
his own story, as he was entitled to do, there could have
been no conviction against him, for he would have been able
to satisfy the jury, as he was able to satisfy the Home Sec-
retary, that he was innocent of fraud. Therefore, I say
that upon every principle of fair play, upon every principle
of justice, we ought to carry the principle we have
already  incorporated into our Statute Law a
little further, and allow defendants, at all events in cases of
misdemeanor—those that are not of a felonious character —
to go into the witness box and tell their own story. Itis
only simple justice that they should do se, and there is no
danger to be apprehended from it. The hon, member for
Laval (Mr. Ouimet) fears that every man who goes into
the witness box, when he is a defendent in the case, will
commit wilful and corrupt perjury. As I said before, the
same argument was adduced by men such as my hon. friend
from Laval, when it was proposed to make men competent
to testify on their own behalf in civil actions. The same
argument is always used, no matter what changes are
proposed in the law. You will always find men who are
* fifty years behind the age—twenty-five years at all events
—Rip Van Winkles, who are asleep while the world is pro-
gressing, But, Sir, the world will go on in spite of them,
and will accept the principle that it is only fair and just that
men should be allowed to give evidence in their own
behalf in such cases as I have pointed out—that it is
only fair and just that we should legislate in that
direction. And, Sir, 1 ask this House today to
do justice in the premises; I ask them to take only one
step further in the same direction we have already gone,.
I could cite dozens of similar cases that have come under
my notice in reading, where it was of the utmost possible
importance thatthe defendants in these quasi civil cases
should be allowed to tell their own story. I think, how-
ever, I have given enough to satisfy reasonable men that
this Bill is not a dangerous oue ; that it contains no vicious
provisions, and that there is no more danger to be appre-
hended of men committing wilful and corrupt perjury under
this Bill than under the Bill that enables them to give their
evidence in civil cases. Will my hon. friend tell tbis
House that & man is more liable to commit wilful and corrupt
perjury if he is charged on indiciment with having ob-
tained, perhaps, & dollar’s worth of goods by fraud,
when, if convicted, he would get twenty-four hours
in jail, than another man is who commits fraud and in a
civil action involving & million of money, and who, if con-
victed, would lose every dollar he has in the world ?
Surely there is just as much reason to apprehend that 8 man
13 : ’

would commit perjury in the one case as in the other; so
that T say there is nothing to be apprehended from the
argument advanced by my hon. friend in extending the
principle that is already laid down. I, therefore, trust that
this Bill will be allowed to go to its second reading, and
when it gets into Committee, if there are any objectionable
clauses in it, they ean be eliminated.

Mr. OUIMET. My hon. friend doss not sesm to be
aware that in the Province of Quebec, a party is not

allowed to give evidence in his own behalf, even in

civil cases.

Mr. CAMERON. He ought to be allowel.
Mr, TUPPER. Before the question is put, I woald like

to remind the hon.

gentleman that when he charges

with being Rip Van Winkles, those who object to this

legislation——

Mr. SPEAKER. The hon. gentleman caunot make a
second speech. Only the mover of the motion can do that.

Amendment (Mr. Tupper) six months’ hoist, negatived
on the following division :—

YEas:

Messieura
Abbott, Dawson, Landry (Montmaguy),
Amyot, Desaulniers, Langevin,
Bell, Dugas, McDonald (C. Breton),
Bergin, Dupont, McDougald,
Billy, Fortin, Montplaisir,
Blondeau, Fréchette, Orton,
Boldue, Gagné, Ouimet,
Bryson, Gigault, Pinsoaneault,
Burns, Grandbois, Pope,
Campbbell (Victoria), Guilbault, Royal,
Carling, Guillet, Stairz,
Chaplean, Haggart, Tupper (Pictoun),
Costigan, Heason, Valin,
Coughblin, Hurtean, White (Oardwell),
Coursol, Jamieson, Williams,
Cuthbert, Kaulbach, Wood (Brockville),
Daly, Labrosse, Wood(West'land),—53.
Daoust, Landry (Kent), -

Navs:

Messieurs
Allen, Fleming, McCraney,
Allison (Hants), Forbes, McIntyre,
Allison (Lennox), Foster, Mclsaac,
Armstrong, Geoffrion, McN:il,
Auger, Gillmor, Moffat,
Bain (Soulanges), Girouard, Mulock,
Bain (Wentworth), Gordon, Paint,
Baker (Victoria), Guon, Paterson (Brant),
Benoit, Hackett, Platt,
Benson, Hall, Ray,
Bernier, Harley, Reid,
Blake, Hickey, Robertson (Hastings).
Bourassa, Hilliard, Scott,
Brecken, Homer, Shakeapeare,
Burnham, Innes, Small,
Burpee (Sunbury), Irvine, Somerville {Brant),
Cameron (Huron), Ives, Somerville (Bruce),
Cameron (Inverness), Jackson, Springer,
Oameron (Middlesex), Kilvert, Sproule,
Campbell (Renfrew), King, Sutherland (Oxford),
Cartwright, Kinney, Taylor,
Casey, Kirk, Thompson,
Casgrain, -Kranz, Trow,
Charlton, Landerkin, Vail,
Gochrane, Laurier, Vanasse,
Cockburn, Lesage, Wallace (Albert),
Dnvies‘ Lister, Wallace (York),
De 8t."Georges, Livingstone Watson,
Dodd, Macdonald (King’s), Wheler,
Dundas, Macdonald (8ir John), White (Hastings),
Fairbank, Mackintosh, WiFle,
Farrow, Macmillan (Middlesex), Wilson,

Ferguson (Welland),
Fisher,

McCallum,

Bill read the second timae.

Woodworth.—100.

Mr. CAMERON (Huron) moved that the Bill be referred
to a Select Committee, conristing of Messrs. Girouard,
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Ives, Cameron (Middlesex), Hall, Lister, Fleming, and
the mover.
Motion agreed to, on a division,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment
of the House.

Mr. BLAKE., Will the hon. gentleman say what busi-
ness he proposes to take up to-morrow ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The Canadian Pacific
Railway resolutions.

Mr. BLAKE. I have pointed out to the hon gentleman
that much of the information ordered with reference to
that railway has not been brought down, and what has
been brought down has not been distributed; so it is
extremely unreasonable to press those resolutions now.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD., The Minister of Rail-
ways has given notice of his resolutions, and I believe he
intends to proceed to-morrow.

Motion agreed to; and (at 6 o'clock, p.m.) the House
adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS,
TuEespAY, 5th February, 1884.
The SpPEAKER took the Chair at Three o’clock. .

PRAYERS.
REPORT.

The following Report was laid upon the Table :

The Annual Report on the State of the Militia and Defense
of the Dominion of Canada, for the year ending 31st
December, 1883.—(Mr. Caron.)

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Mr. Speaker, in moving that
theHouse resolve itselfinto Committee of the Whole on certain
proposed Re-olution (page #8)respecting the CanadianPacific
Railway, | desire to make a general statement as to the posi-
tion of that great work. I am deeply impressed with the
importance of the decision at which the House may arrive
in regard 1o the Resolutions that I now have the honour to

ropose, A year ago, when discharging a somewhat simi-
ar duty, making a statement to the House in regard to the
position that the Canadian Pacific Railway then occupied, I
ventured to say that the most sangnine expectations of the
promoters of that great enterprise in Parliament had been
more than realized ; that the work performed by the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway Company had been unprecedented in
rega d to the vigour with whi-h it had been prosecuted,
and the success that had attended their efforts. I am glad,
8ir, to be able on the present occasion to reiterate that
statement, and to ray that the position occupied in respect
to the prcgress ot that great work is still stronger, still
greater, to-day, than it was when I made that statement a
year ago. At that time 1 ventured to affirm that if the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company made the same pro-
gress in the future that they had made in the past, we had
every reason to believe that the line would be open from
ocean to ocean by the end of 1836, I am now glad to be
able 10 say that, in consequence of the vigour, the unabated

‘vigour, the increased energy, with which that work has

been pushed, we are able to say that if in the future the

same progress i3 made as in the past, we will be

able to shorten the period for its completion by

something like a year; that it is now believed to bq

quite practicable to complete the whole of that great

enterprise by the end of the year 1885, and open the line
Mr, Cameson (Huron).

for travel and traffic in the spring of 1886. I need not say,
Sir, to the House that those who have watched the progress
of that work, as I am sure every hon. member of this House
has done, will feel the immense importance to this eduntry of
that which is practicable being realized at the earliest pos-
sible day. The contract entered into less than three years
ago—because it is not quite three years since.Parlia-
ment ratified the contract made with the Canadian Pacific
Railway Company—provided that the Government should
complete 428 miles of road frem Port Arthur to Red
River, and 213 miles from Port Moody to Kamloops, a
total of 641 miles, by the time stated in the contracts for
their completion, which was July, 1885. I am glad to be
able to say that that which the Government undertook to
do in relation to the portions of the work that still remained
under construction by the Government will be fully realized.
As I stated to the House when last addressing it upon this
subject, in order to open the line for traffic in the spring
of last year, it became necessary to travsfer to the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company a portion of the work which re-
remained to be done on contracts 41 and 42, and work required
to be performed on contracts 13 and 25, the first contract from
Port Arthur, and on which a considerable amount of work
remained to be done, in consequence of the long
period that had elapsed after it was completed, the work
required to be performed being necessary to place it in the
condition in which the Government agreed to hand it over
to the Canadian Pacific Railway Company. [ stated to the
House that it was intended to transfer those works to the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company in order that the road
might be operated at the same time that the works
of completion were in progress, and as the only practical
means by which that important result could be at-
tained. Those arrangements, as yon, Sir, are aware from
the contract which I have laid on the Table, were carried .
out. The Canadian Pacific Railway Company took over
all the works requiring to be done by the contractors of
section 42 at the prices contained in their contract, less 15
per cent. on the train work that the former contractors had
undertaken and proposed to do, and to which, as it lessened
the cost of the work which was to be done, the Govern-
ment and the Company both agreed the contractors were
entitled as a matter of justice. That work has consequently
been completed, or is being completed by the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company upon the same terms as it would
have been completed, and at the same cost to the country,
under the contracts that had been made with the contractors
for section 12, The portion of the work that remained to be
performed on sections :3, 25 and 41 was alsoagreed to be done
by that Company upon the lowest terms, and at prices which
similar work had cost in connection with those contracts.
The sum of $286,000 had been paid in relation to that work
performed by the Canadian Pacific Railway Company en-
tirely outside of thei