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ouse of Commons Debates

SECOND SESSION, FIFTH PARLIAMENT.—47 VIC.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
THURSDAY, 17th January, 1884,

Tax PARLIAMENT, which had been prorogued from time
to time, was now commanded to assemble on the 17th day
of January, 1884, for the despatch of business.

_ Tas SprAxsr took the Chair at fifteen minutes before
Three o'clock.

PraYmns.

A Mossage was delivered by René Edouard Kimber,
ZEsquire, Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod :

¢ Mr. SpRAKER,—

¢ His Excellency the Governor General desires the immediate
-attendanee of this Honorable House in the Senate Chamber.”

Aocordingly the House went up to the Senate Chamber.
And the House being returned,

CONTROVERTED ELECTIONS.

- Mr. SPEAKER informed the House that he had received
from the Hon. Mr. Justice King, one of the judges selected
“for the trial of Election Petitions, pursuant to the Dominion
Controverted Elections Act, 1874, a judgment relating to
the election of the Electoral Distriot of Albert, declarin

the election of the respondent, John Wallace, null and void.

Also, from the Hon. Mr. Justice Rigby, & judgment
relating to the election of the Electoral District of Lunen-
burg, declaring the election of the respondent, Thomas
Twining Keefler, null and void.

Also, from the Hon, Mr. Justice Galt, a judgment relating
to the Electoral District of Kent, declaring the election of
the respondent, Henry Smyth, null and void.

Also, from the Hon. Mr. Justice Armour, a judgment
relating to the election of the Electoral District of Lennox,

-declaring the election of the respondent, the Hon. Sir John
_Alexander Macdonald, null and void.

Also, from the Hon. Mr, Justice Armour, a judgment
relating to the election for the Electoral District of West
Middlesex, declaring the election of the respondent, George
‘W. Ross, null and void.

Also, from the Hon. Mr. Justice Armonr, a judgment
relating to the election for the Electoral District of West
Huron, declaring that the respondent, Malcolm Colin
Cameron, was duly elected.

- Alse, from the Hon. Mr. Justice Armour, a judgment
relating to the election for the Electoral District of South
Simcoe, declaring that the respondent, Richard Tyrwhitt,

- was duly elected.
VACANCIKS, .

Mr, SPEAKER also informed the House that he had
received the following notifioations of vacancies which bad
ocourred in the representation :—

Of Marraxw H. Riouny, Esquire, Mem istri
the City and Oounty of Halifax, by the a;‘:p‘&rng'olfﬂ ::t:g:enc:f onox‘ol:f
ment ander the O 1o wit, the office of Lisutenant-Governor of the
-Provines of N s g .

Of Giussrr Axsxium Gmovanp, Esquire, Member for the Electoral Dis-
triet of Kent, New Brunswick, 13 resignation ;

Of Jorn MoMmLAN, I-quixb ember for the Electoral Distriot of the
8outh Riding of the 6onnt.y Huron, by resignation;

Of Raour 8. DuBuavsev, Egquire, Member for the Electoral Distriot
of Soulanges, by the acoeptauce of an office of emolument under the

Orown ; and
Of Joux Pioxanp, Ksquire, Member for the Electoral Distriet of York,

New Brunswick, by decease.

He also informed the House that he had issued his
several warrants to the Clerk of the Orown in Chanocery,
to make out new writs of election for the said Electorai
Districts, respectively.

He also informed the House, that the Olerk of the House
had received from the Clerk of the Orown in Chancery, a
copy of & Warrant, showing a vacancy which had taken

lace in the representation of the Blectoral District of Lévis,
gy the accoptance of an office of emolument under the
Crown by the Hon. Joseph Godéric Blanchet, and that the
Clerk of the Crown in (ghanoery had, by virtue of the Aot
41 Victoria, Chapter 5, Section 14, sub-section 2, issaued a
new Writ of Blection for the said Bleotoral Distriet.

NEW MEMBERS,

Mr. SPRAKER further informed the House thagodm'ing
the Recess, the Clerk of the House had received from the
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, certificates of the election
and return of the following Members :—

Of Joun Warraox, Esquire, for the Electoral District of Albert;

Of Joas Firz-Wiiiam Srams, Egquire, for the Eleotoral Distriet of

the Qity and Oounty of Halifax;
Of Orarizs Eowin Kavisaox, Esquire, for the Eleotoral District of

Lunenburg;
Of Pmere Amanp Lawery, Esquire, for the Electoral District of

Kent, New Bronswick;
Of Ismnozs NosL Brireav, Esquire, for the Electoral District of Lévis;
Of Davip WeIGHT ALLISON, Esquire, tor the Electoral District of Lennox ;
Of DonaLp MacKsszie Caumron, Hrquire, for the Electoral Distriet of
the West Riding of the County of lﬂdglmx;
Of the Hon, Sir Riorarp Jomw Carrweiest, K.0O.M.G., for the Blee-
toral Distriot of the South Riding of the County of Huron; and
Of Juas W. Bar, Esquire, for the Blectoral District of Soulaagee:

MEMBERS INTRODUCED.

The following Members, having previousl
Oath according to law, and sabscribed the ro.
the same, took their seats in the House :—

Jomw WauLaos, Member for the Electoral District of Albert, intro-
duced by Sir John A. Maodonald and 8ir Leonard Tilley.

Istoss Nomi BaLmav, Member for the Electoral District of Lévis,
introduced by Sir Hector Langevin and Hon. Mr. Qaron.

8 Riomarp J. OarrwaieHT, Member for the Electoral District of the
Bouth Riding of the County of Huron, introduced by Mr. Blake’and Mr.

Cameron (Huron).

taken the
containing

Pisezs A. Lawpry, Member for the Electoral District of Kent, New
Brunswick, introduced by Sir Leonard Tilley and 8ir Hector Langevin,

Davip WrigBT Aiuisox, Member for the HEleotoral District of the
Oounty of Lennox, introduced by Bir Richard Oartwright and Mr.
Paterson (Brant).

Jauns W. Bamx, Member for the Electoral District of SBoulanges, intro-
dueed by Sir Hector Langevin and Hon. Mr. Chaplean. - :

Joun Prrz-Wikriax Srams, Member for the Electoral District of the
Oity and Qounty ot Halifax, introduced by 8ir Obarles Tupper and Bir
Johm lnodouh{.

Onazuns E. Kavinaow, Member for the Electoral District of Lunen-
burg, istroduced by Bir Gharles Tnmmdﬂir John Macdonald,



COMMONS DEBATES.

JANUARY 17,

ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS OF OFFICE.

Bir JOHN A. MAODONALD introduced Bill (No. 1)
respecting the Administration of Oaths of Office.
1read the first time.

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.

Mr, SPEAKER, I have the honor to inform this House
that when the House attended His Excellency the Governor.
General this day in the Senate Chamber, His Excellency
was pleased to make a Speech to both Houses of Parlis-
meqt, and, to prevent mistakes, I have obtained a copy of

the Speech wgwh is as follows:—

Honoumbk Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

In fulfilment of the important trust committed to me by Her Majesty,

1 have recourse for the first time to your advice and assistance. Itisa
source of the deepest personal sati-faction to me, that I should have
bosn called by Her Majesty to an office in which, as Her Represeutative
1 mnnblpd to take a part in the public affairs of the Dominion, aud
to associate myself with you in the performance of the honorable duties
whigh yon are about to a;proach.

I rejoice to learn that although the last harvest has been less prodnc-
tive then its predecessors, and although there are indieations that the
rapid expansion of your commerce has, to some extent, been followed by
over-trading, the general condition of the Dominion is such as to justify
me in congratulating you upon its prosperity.

The marked success attained by Oanada at the International Fishery
Exhibition in London, must be very gratifying to you, and kas, I doubt
not, been of great service in showing to the world the wealth of our Fish-
oriu u& the extent of our marine industries and resources.

The. Oommisgioners appointed by my predecessor for the purpose of
conlolida.ting the Statutes. affecting the Dominion, have pursued their
task with diligence, and I am enabled to lay before you for examination
about sixty chapters of the proposed consolidation. The remainder of
he work will be prepared, and the whole of it revised during the present,
year, so that the final report will be ready at your next Session for your
approval,

The number of immigrants. to Canada during the past season has, I am
glsd to esy, been greater than in any previous year, and is a proof that
the better Uanada is known the more itis valued by those seeking a
beme in the new world.

Aspangementa are in progress to diminish the oogs.of inland.transport,
snd I have reason to believe that the result will be & steady increase of
valuable settlers, in the future.

 During the recess, negotations were resumed with British Oolumbia in
regard to several matters upon which differences had for some time ex-
" isted between the two Governments. One of my Ministers visited tha
Province last summer on & special missioz with a view to the adjust-
mant of all questiods in controversy, and his efforts have happily been
sucoessful. Should your sanction be given to the arrangements then
~sade, all-cccasions of dispute will have been remaved, and the moat cor-
dial relations established between the Dominion and Provincial Govern-
lmnh The papers will be 1aid before you and your conmideration
invited to measures enabling me to give effect to the agreement.

‘The rapid inorease of population in the North-West renders some
lmgndmonh in the North-Weat Territories Aot expedient, and your
. attention will be called to this important matter.

The progress of the Indians in Manitoba and the North-West during
Tlast year has been, on the whole, satistactory. The Bands meluded in
thy several Indian Treaties have for the most part betaken themselves
10 theirreserves. A Bill for.the further promotion of. M intereats

will be submitted to you, a8 well as a measure n.ppl:clhh to the . vhole_‘

Dddgghn. for the purposeof encouraging the more advansed: Tudian.
iﬁh« to assume the responsibilities of seif-government.

The Bill 1aid before you last Session for the representation of the
people in Parliament and the sassimilation of the electoral franchises
existing in the several Pr.vinces, has now been before the gountry for s
year. The measure will be re-introduced and I commend it to your
attentxon.

I vonld also urgeupon you the expedieney of prondmg for the regula-
tion of factory labour and the protection of the workingmsn and his
family. The measure submitted lnst Session, with some smendments,
will be 1aid before you. .

The rapid progressof the Onpadian Pacific Rajlwsy has been main-
tained throughout the past year. Of the 2,833 miles of the main line
between Pembroke and Port Moody, 1,738 miles are now constructed,
rendering practicable the completion of that great work within the
next two years. Although the time within which the Railway Company
is bound to finish the road will not expire until 1891, my
Government has thought it of the greatest importance for the
settlement of the North-West and the development of our
trade, that its completion from sea to sea ghould be has-
tened and the Company enabled to open the line throughout by the
spring of 1886. With this view, and in order to aid the Company in
procuring snfficient capital for the purpose by the disposal of its unsold
shares, the Government ageeed to receive a deposit of money and secur-
ities enflicient to pay & minimum three per cent, dividend for ten years
on pixty-five millions of the stock. That arrangement was made
on the belief that it woild give steadine#s and: incressed value
to the shares on the market. A combination of unfavorable
circumstances has prevented the falfilment of these expecta-
tions, and the Company has not bheen able to obtain the
required capital by a sale of its stock. The best means of ‘preventing
any delay in the great object of the early completmn of the rajlway, de-
mands your earnest consideration.

I am pleased tobe able to state that.the eperation of that portion of
the.railway already opened, affords the most gratifying evidence of its
.soundness as & commercial enterprise and of it great value to Canads.

The large increase of the volume of traffic on the Intercolonial Rail-
way over that of any previeus year, without invelving any burden upon
the eountry, is a satisfactory proof of the continued development of
trade between the eastern and western portions. of the Dominion.

A provisional arrangement made with the Government of Nova Beotia
for the retention of the Pictou Branch and the acquisition of the Eastern
Extension Railway to the Strait of Oanso, will be submitted for your
approval.

Gentlamen of the Hovagof -Commons:

The accounts for the past year will be laid before you. Yon willfind
that the expen litare has been coneiderably less and the reeeipts larger
than the estimates, the surplus exceeding that of any previous year.
The revenue of the first half of the carrent year, notwithatanding the
large importations of 1ast season, have been such that we may reasone
ably expect that the estimates for the year will be fairly maintained.

The estimates for the ensuing year will also. be snbmijtted to you.
They will, I trust, be found to have been prepsred. with dus regard to
economy.

Honourable Qentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the Rouse of Commona.:

I feel asgured thatyou will devote yourselreswith sarnsstnessand assi-
‘duity to the-consideration of the sabjects I have mentioned, sad o all
matters affecting the pablic-interests that may be brought -before- you.

On motion of Sir Johr A. Macdonald, His Exeelloncy’s

Speech was ordered to be taken 1nto _consideration, to-
‘MOorTow.

'SELECT STANDING COMMITTRES.,
8ir JOHN A, MACDONALD moved: -

e M%ﬁ&nﬁmﬂmﬂhd{hmt {he:present Seasion
be appointed for the owingpupm:-—l.wglﬂipﬂv”
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tions. - 3. On Rxpiring Laws. 3. On Railways, Oanals aud Telogragh
Lines. 4. O l&lhﬁ‘wﬂl Private Bills. 5. On SBtanding Orders. 6. &1
Printing. 7. On Publie Accounts. 8. On Banking and Oommerce,
9. On‘lmmigtaiion and Oolorigation; whick said Committees shall
severally be-smpowered to examine and inquire into ‘all such matters
and things as may be referred to them by the Hoase, and to report, from
tinds to time, their observations and opinions thereon; with power to
seni for persons, papers sud records.
Motion agreed to.
REPORT.

Mr. SPEAKER laid before the House the Report of the
Librarian on the state of the Library of Parliament,

ADJOURNMENT.

8ir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY PAPERS,

Mr. BLAKE. May [ ask the hon. gentleman if he pro-
poses to lay on the Table, without motion, the papers con-
nected with the Canadian Pacific Railway arrangements
referred to in the Speech ?

8ir JOHN A. MACDONALD. They will be sent down
as soon as the Speech is answered, by Messages irom the
Crowa. .

Motion agreed to; and (at 3:50 o’clock p.m.) the House
adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
_ Fripay, 18th January, 1884,
"The SpraxER took the Chair at Three O'clock.
Pravins.

ADDRESS IN ANSWER TO HIS EXCELLENCY'S
SPEECH.

The House proceeded to the consideration of His Excel-
lency’s Speech at the opening ef the Session.

Mr. MACMASTER. Mr. Speaker, the first clause of the
8poeech from the Throne is one to which hon. members will
give their very ready assent, and I am sure that not only
this House, but the country generally, will endorse the wise
choice made by Her Majesty of Her representative in this
country. We know that the noble lord who has been ap-
pointed’ Governor-General of Canada, though yet compara-
tively a young man, has achieved a high position in the
pablie life of the’ Mother Country, and that he has been a
member of Mr. Gladstoné’s Administration. We further
know that he belongs to'a distinguished family which hss
contributed to Great Britain not only a Chancellor of the
Emho.quer, but also a Prime Minister. I am sure the
Oanadian people will extend to the Governor General a
hearty weloome, and I have no doubt his administration in

this country will be as sucoossful as those of his immediate |

prodecessors. We have had the advantage of late years,
not merely of having the seleetion of Governors Gen-
eral wisely made, and the benéfit of the eminent
services rendered-by these Imperial officers in the colony,
but aleo the unofficial services of many of those gentlemen
after their term of office and their connection with this
country proper have ceased. Im this respect Lord Dufferin
amd the Marquis of Imrme, though acting’ un-

officially, have been our most valued ambassadors
in Great Britain, and have not ceased to take an interest
in our country's affairs long after their terms of office ex-
pired. I'may say, with respect to Lord Lorne and his royal
wife that by their devotion to daty, they became endeared
to the Canadian people, and will long be remembered with
%;‘ateful affection by the inhabitants of this Dominion. In
the case of Lord Dufferin, he equally won the affection of
the people of Canada, and the contributions made to the
Dominion’s welfare, not only while he held office here bat
since his return to the Mother Country, will be gratefully
recorded and remembered by onmple. Iam sure that
in the great diplomatic triumphs achieved by Lord Dufferin
since his departure from amongst us, no one has taken a
greater interest than the people of Canada, no matter
whether those efforts were directed to the pacification of the
B;gy tian, to the over-awing of the Czar, or the ontwitting
of the Turk-—in all his endeavors he has had the sympathy
and interest of the Canadian people. And I am sure that
after the term of office of the present Governor General,
though it is rather prematare to refer to that mow, he, by
his efforts here and work hereafter, will have oqually sue-
ceeded in winning the best opinions of the Canadian peeple.
The Speech from the Throne, Mr. Speaker, i3 - of an
eminently practical character, It may be divided into two
main headings : first relating to administration, and seeond
relating to proposed legislation, - In this country the peo-
ple and the representatives of the people are ocoupied with
gractioal questions—questions intimately connected with the
evelopment of the country, with the building up of pro-
vinoes, with the pacific work of civilization. In older counn-
tries, like the Mother Country, great interest may be exocited
over the mere discussion as to whether there should
bhe an extra penny imposed on a quart of malt,
but here our questions for discussion are brosder, and I
would fain believe, are more important, because I think it
is more important to have a part in the moulding of & new
and great nation than in discussing what are in many
respects the petty affairs of older nations, 1do not mean
to disparage the im t oconcerns of the Mother
Country, but I do say that many of the warmest debates
in her Parliament are upon subjects which, in this country,
would appear of comparatively trifling moment. Among .
the subjects of administration upon which the country may
fairly be congratulated are, first, the success which e
had at the International Fisheries Exhibition, in London,
It certainly should be a subject of congratulation for the
Oanadian people that by the indefatigable exertionsof the
Government, and more especially of the Minister who had
charge of the Canadian exhibits, Canada obtained the second
highest number of medals in that important competition—
the United States obtaining first place—our country there-
by acquiring an advertisement before the world of her
great wealth and the great extent of her fisheries. The
work of the consolidation of the Statutes affecting Canada
has steadily progressed. This is & work which Wwill greatly
facilitate the labours of those who have occasion to refer to
these Statuies, and I am sure that the assurance that it
will be completed by the next Session of Parliament
is one which will bo received with feelings of gratification
by all' who take an interest im this subject. During the
year, provisional arrangements have been made by the
Government ‘with the Governments of Nova Scotia and
British Columbia, respectively ; the first relating to the
retention of the Pictou Branch of the Intercolonial : ~
and the acquisition of the -Eastern Extension Railway to
the Btrait of Canso. It is believed that this section of the
road may be more efficiently ed in connection
with the Intercolonial Railway, and that by this
arrangement, which is favourable not only to the Pro-
vince of Nova Scotia, but also to Dominion,
a more efficient train service will be secured to the people
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of Nova Bootis, and cheaper rates both for fares and
freights. Of the arrangements with the Province of Bri-
tigh Columbia, I have little personal knowledge ; but we are
well aware that for some time differencés have existed
between that Province and the Dominion of Canada. These
it would appear, are now happily adjusted, and & measure
will be submitted to Parliament by which they will be
finally terminated. It is to be borne in mind that that
outlying Province has not yet fully reaped the benefits
which were anticipated from Confederation. The full
benefits of union with the older Provinces will only be
realized when our great Interprovincial Railway is finally
constructed. Then British Coliumbia will fully realize the
sdvantages of its union with the older Provinces; and,
in the meantime, to that distant Province we must give our
sympathy and our generous support; and I trust that the
anticipations which the people of British Columbia reason-
ably entertain may, by the action of the Canadian Parlia-
ment, be fully and speedily realized. 1t is also a matter for
congratulation that the Intercolonial Railway, as evidenced
by the returns for the last year, is no longer a burden on
the public exchequer, but that there is a surplus of
receipts over expenditures. Among the subjects which are a
fair matter for congratulation, there is none more important
than that of immigration. In 1878 the number of immi-
ts who came into Canada and settled was 30,000; in
881, 47,000 ; in 1882, 112,000, and in 1883, 133,000, show-
ing a steady and unprecedented influx of people to settle in
- this country. With regard to the immigrants who arrived
last year, 34,000 were from the United States, and 11,000 of
those were returned Canadians, A very important trade,
connected with cattle and sheep, has been developedin the
last five years. The statistics of 1878 show no returns of the
jmportation of pure bred cattle into this country ; the yoar
ﬁbe£re last the immrtation of thorough-bred cattle amounted
to 12,000, and last year to 21,000. This fact is ome
which will contribute to the improvement of our stock, and
the increase of our agricultural resources, while it will also
tend to stimulate the important trade which has sprung up
in connection with cattle and sheep. Within the last five
yoars this cattle trade has assumed almost enormous dimen-
sions, In 1878 there were exported from Canada 19,000
_cattle and 46,000 sheep, almost entirely of American pro-
duct. During 1883 there were exported from Canada
56,000 cattle and 114,000 sheep, entirely of Cana-
dian uct, This indus will coniribute gresatly
to the increase of the agricultural wealth of the country,
and will afford the farmers and all who take an interest in
the progress of agriculture, a new field for investment and
increased opportunities for enterprise. 1 may saﬁ in this
connection, that the Canadian cattle trade with England
enjoys advantages over the trade of any other country,
The United States are put upon what is called the scheduled
list, and cattle exported from the United States Lo Great
Britain must be slaughtered at the port of entry immediately
after landing. But by & wise provision of the present
Government, arrangements have been entered into by which
QGanadian cattle are not placed on the schedule list; they
need pot be slaughtered at the port of entry, but may be
driven or carried to any of the British markets and treated
in the same way as British cattle. This is a great advan-
tage to the exporter of Canadian cattle, an advantage which,
in money, is equivalent to one or two pon::xer und of
beef. During last year an incident ocou which de-
monstrated the patriotism and ability of the Minister of
Railways, 1 am sure, not merely to the great satisfaction of
his own political party, but to all people who prize the
of this country, and who are interested in the
prompt and efficient discharge of public duty. On one
oocasion three ship loads of cattle were condemned
&the; _veterinary surgeons at home, but the Cana-
‘ w Commissioner seeing that the Canadian

. TER.

trade might be injured by these catile being condemned,
and Canada put on the scheduled list, repaired immedi-
ately to the scene of action, with an order for the re-
examination of these three ca . - The skill which that
hon. gentleman possessed in his knowledge of the physique
of that other great animal, man, enabled him to'have a
supervising eye over the acts of the veterinary surgeons
and by his prompt and vigorous aetion, by devoting his
personal attention to the matter, he sacceedod in getting a
re-examination, which resulted in showing that these
cattle had been improperly condemned, and procured
the removal of an order which would not only have
damaged the cattle trade but the shipping trade as well,
and impaired the success of this great Canadian industry.
I think the thanks of the Canadian people, irrespective of
politics, are due to the hon. Minister of Railways for the
gromptness and the efficiency with which he performed this

uty., I do not desire to trouble the House with much
detail, but I may say that the receipts for the year
have been in excess of the estimates, and the expendi-
ture has been less than the estimates. The resalt
is, that on the transactions of the year there is a surplus
of $7,060,000; and this is apart from the sum of about
$1,0600,000 realized from the sale of lands in the North-West.
These two make a total surplus of upwards of $8,000,000,
the largest sums united since federation. Now,
Sir, a.]arge portion of this surplus has been derived from
importations—and with reference tothat, I may say that
there has perhaps been over-imporiation, f’erhaps it would
have been better for the prosperity of the country if our
importations had not been so large; but that is & matter
which will, in time, correct itself. However, a large surplus
is not at all a bad thing to straggle with; and when we
take into account the various circumstances to which I have
reforred—the large amount in our Treasury and the pros-
perous state of our finances—we may fairly congratulate
the country on the substantial degree of prosperity it
enjog:, notwithstanding the fact that the last harvest has
not been so productive as its predecessors, and notwith-
standing the over-trading which prevailed to some extent
during the past year. Now, Mr. Speaker, referring to the
legislation which is proposed, I would say that our experi-
ence in the North-West has demonstrated that changes can
be made in the laws relating to that country with advan.
tage, and a Bill is proposed to give effect to those changes.
The growth of manufacturing establishments in the country
will necessitate the introduction of legislation with the
view of making better provision for the well-being of
artisans and their families, not only in their own interest,
but in the interest of the community generally. I am sure
that the measure which it is pro to introduce, in order
to assimilate the laws relating to Dominion elections, will be
favourably received. A measare of that pature was intro-
duced last year, and was left over until the present Session
for fuller consideration. It is an anomaly that the standard
of qualifieation for voting at Dominion elections should be
the diverging standards prevailing in the different Provinces.
An effort should be made at the earliest day to render
as nearly uniform as possible, the standard of guslification
for voting at Dominion elections in the several Provinces
of the Dominion. . Then, Sir, it is proposed to legisiate with
regard to the Indians who are our heritage, and whom, by
good faith, by fair dealing, and by keeping our treaty obli-
gations, we have succeeded in retaining as our friends and
allies, instead of making ouar vigorous enemies, as has been
the case in the United States. The disappearance of the
buffalo in the North-West, owing to his rapid slaughter,”
has induced the Indian to give up, to a great extent, his
nomadic habits, and to betake himself o the more ordinary
avocations of life. The Indians have, to a large extent, set-
tled themselves on their reserves, and ision should be
made for them in their new mode of life. Then, with regard
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to the Indians who are most advanced in civilization, and who
hiave lived for a long time in close proximity to the whites,
it is proposed to concede to them some measure of self:
government, somewhat similar to the municipal system
that prevails among the whites. I am sure that ar
enlightened Canadian Parliament will welcome & species of
Home Rale for the aborigines of this country. There is no
question, Sir, in which the people of this country have
greater interest at this time, or indeed, have had & greater
interest for a considerable time, than the copstruction of
-the Pacific Railway. That work is a national work;
it is a Canadian work in which the whole people of this
country are deeply interested. The construction of the
road, as we are all aware, has been relegated by the Gov-
ernment and by Parliament to a company. That company
has, with an emergy unprecedented in this country, set
itself diligently to work to fulfil the great contract it has
undertaken, and I think there is united testimony from
both sides of this House, and from all sections of the coun-
try, ibat the company entrusted with the construction of
that great work has been honourable in its dealings
and has faithfully and energetically endeavoured to carry
out its agreement. The progress made with the road
has been unprecedented. Of the total length from Pem-
broke to Port Moody, 2,833 miles, 1,738 miles have been
constructed, leaving 1,095 miles yet to be constructed ; and
it must be a gratifying circumstance that the portion of
the road constructed and put into operation has proved not
only a commercial success to the contractors, but also of
very great advantage to the country. I will not weary the
~House with lengthy details or many figures, but I may state
“that, in addition to the portions of the road constructed in
the older Provinces, in addition to the portions taken over
trom the Government, in addition to the sections separated by
a gap to the north of Lake Superior, the road to-day extends
west of Winnipeg to the summits of the Rocky Mountains, in
full operation a distance of nearly 1,000 miles. At the present
time, what is literally a emall army of workingmen, nom-
bering 9,000, with all the appliances for the construction of
the railway, in the shape of machinery and horses, are en-
gaged in the work of lessening the gap that separates the

two portions of the road north of Lake Superior. Now, it
will gerfectly obvious, not only 10 hon. members in-this
House but to the whole country, that the prompt eonstruc-

tion of that road is of the first importance to the Canadian

ple. We know that the Northern Pacific road has been
Just completed. That road will become a vigorous com-
petitor for the trans-continental trade. And there is
another road, the Union Pacific, in active operation. The
rapid development of the North-West and the settlement of
the country, the expansion of our trade, and a variety of
other circumstances, will make it necessary that the Cana-
dian Pacific road should be completed, both in the interest
of the country and the company, at a period long antece-
dent to the date originally fixed, 1891. It was the recent
expectation that the road would be completed in 1886, and
Iam sure that if that expectation should be realized, it would
result in the greatest advantage to this country. Let us not
overlook the advantage which that road, when completed, will
confer upon this country. When we recollect that the two
Americarr Pacific roads are not through lines, that they
are only partially through lines, that they have to connect
with other lines in order to reach the seaboard, and that
ours will be the only trans-continental road extending from
8¢a 10 sea under one management, and that it will be
bundreds of miles shorter than either of the other Pacific
roads with any comnections they can possibly make, I
think it will be perfectly self-evident 10 every hon. member
of this House and to the country, that advantages will
aocrue to this country and to the Qanadian Pacific road
when it is completed. That road will possess other
incidental advantages which are not to be ignored. In the

first place, it will through a larger area of cultivable
land than either of the American Pacific roads. The agrionl.
tural lands on the western portion of the Canadian. Pamfic

Railway extend from longitade 96 to longtitude 114, equal
to 18 degrees; on the Northern Pacific Railway from
longtitude 94 10 105 degrees, equal to- 11 degrees; on the
Union Pacific Ra.ilw:{, from longtitude 96 to 105, equal to
9d howing the vastly greater extent of oultivable
land that will be placed under tribute in close proximity to
the Canadian Pacifie Railway when it will be completed,
than is travorsed by the other roads. Farthormore, the
mountain section ofythe Canadian Pacific Railway is vastly
shoi ter than that of either of the American Pacific roads. For
instance the Canadian Pacific Railway is embraced within.a
mountain section of 600 miles; the Northern Pacific Rail-
way, within & mountain section of 900 miles ; and the Union
Pacific Railway, within a mountain section of 1,225 miles,
From these facts, it is perfectly evident that our road will
bave a decided advantage in the ‘competition for
the trans-continental freight and passenger trafflc,
and that the soomer it can be put into operation
the sooner will these advantages which I have fore-
shadowed result in great benefit, not merely to the oom;xany
but also to the country. It was not to be expected that a
road destined to become so’ formidable a rival to its com-
petitors would be permitted to be built without vigorous
opposition. Combinations have consequently been formed
against the Canadian Pacific Railway by these inter~
ested roads. In self proteotion, its American rivals en-
deavoured to obstruct its progress, and the result of their
vombinations and machinations has been to . prevent the
Cansadian Pacific Railway from disposing of its stock at a fair
market value—at such value as they had fair reason to ex-
pect to 8o realize in order to apply the proceeds to the com-
pletion of their great work. Snfortunatel'y a great depre-
ciation took place in the value of American Railway secu:
rities, not merely in the New York market, but also in the
other great money markets of the world—in Amsterdam,
Paris and London—and this depreciation oocurred .at the
very time when the Canadian Pacific Railway needed the
proceeds which they expected to obtain from the sale of
their strck. To meet this difficulty, the company approached
the Canadian Government and deposited with it a snm of
money and securities sufficient to previde for the payment of
three per cent. of the five per cent. promised by the railway
company on & capital stock of $65,000,000. It wassupposed
that this provision for a limited amount of the interest
promised by the Oanadian Pacific Railway would have the
effect, not merely of steadying the stock in the Ameriocan,
English and French markets, but also of giving ineressed
value to the stock, and that thereby money wounld
be realized from the sale applicable to the prosecution of the
work. Through a combination of circumstances this resnlt
has not been achieved, and the company -has not been able
to realize from the sale of their stock the amount they might
fairly have contemplated. Under these circumstances, it is
evident that it will be the duty of Parliament to apply its
best wisdom and give its most patriotic consideration to any
measure that in the interest of the country the Government
may find it necessary to sabmit with the view of preventing
any delay in the construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway
that may result from the causes [ have indicated. Parlia-
ment will, no doubt, give its best wisdom and gonsideration to
this subjéct.That the Canadian Pacific Railway should be built
well built, and wisely built and built it must be. The Roman

Senate oncesaid, the voice of the Roman 0;;60 e re-schoed

the fiat of the Senate, delenda est Carthago, “Cs must be
destroyed "—and Carthage was destroyed. I see the leader
of the Opposition smiling at the Latin, and I hope it will

give him the proper inspiration under the circumstances to

which I am alluding. The Canadian people have announced

to the world that the Canadian Pacific Railway must be con-
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structéd and that no unreasonable delay should be allowed to
hinder the completion of this great national work, which
will tend to stimulate trade, encourage settlement, promote
the development of the North-West, unite the several Pro-
vinces of the Dominion more closely together, and advance
the ;l);oaparity of the whole country. I do not know that it
wonld be wise for me to enter into any particulars. As
Cicero once remarked in his address on the Manillian
law, ] am embarrassed with the variety of argument that
might be presented on this subject. I think it is sufficient
to state the proposition substantially, in order to commend
it not only to this House but also to the Canadian peo-
ple. I wish to thank you, Mr, Speaker, and hon. gentlemen
on both sides, for the kind indulgence extended to me while
I have made these remarks. I suppose I would not be act-
ing according to tradition if I did not apologize for the
imperfection of my utterances, and I have neither reason
nor desire to depart from tradition in this respect.. I know
that none more readily than hon. members who belong to
my own profession will extend their sympathy to one who
speaks without instructions on his brief, or the inspiration
ofa fee. I thank hon. gentlemen for the kind courtesy
they have extended to me and I wish to thank the Prime
Minister ,and through him, the Government, for the compli-
ment implied in asking me to move the Address in reply—
a compliment I highly appreciate and which, on behalf of
the constitnency I have the honour to represent, I accepted.
I have mueh pleasore in moving the following Address in
reply to the Speech from the Throne :— 4

-

That an humble Addreas be presented toHis Exceltency the Governo
General, to thank Bis Excellency for his gracious SBpeech at the open-
ing of the prerent Bessien, and further to assare His Excellency :—

‘That we receive with: g:nt pleasure Hig Excellency’s kind agsurance’,
that In baving reconrse the first time te our advioe and assistance,

in folMilrssut of the important trust committed to him by Ber Majedty, it
is & spurce of the deepest personal satisfaction to him tbat be should

have been called by Her Majesty to an office in which, as Her Represen-
tative, he is enabled to take a part in the public aftairs of the Dominion,
and to asseciate himself with us in the performance of the honourable

duties which we are about to approach.

That we rejoice to know that although the last harvest has been less
otive than its predecessors, and although there are indications
that the repid expansion of our commerce has to eome extent been fol-
lowed by over-trading. His Excellency feels that the gencral condition
« f the Domiinion is such a3 to justify him in congratulating us upon its
prosperity. : .
Thaet ;hemminhdhml:oegb st;:ined by q%vdu g the Inmonﬁ
Fishery Extibditivn F n is very. gratifying ; and: ‘bhg, w
donbt not, been of great service in showing 10 the world the wealth of
our fisherics and the extent of our marine industries and resources. -
That 'we are glad 40 learn that the Oommissioners aypointed by His
Excellency’s predecessor for the purposes of consolidating the Statutes
affeating the Domiinion, have pursued their task with diligence; that His
Excellency is enslled to lay before us for examination abeut sixty
-of the proposed consolidation, and that the remainder of the
work will be pﬁ*;‘dud the whols of it revised during the present
year, 8o_that the final report will be ready at our next Session for our
approval.

.

That it affords us much satisfaction to be informed that the number

of Tits to Oanade during the past season has been &:uur than
in gny previous year; that we with His Sxceliency that thisis a
yroul’“ the bewter Oanada is knowun the more it is valued by these

seeking & home in the new world; and tbat we trust the resnit.of the
srrangements which he infurms us are in progress to diminish the cost
ofintand wransport, will be a steady increase of valuable settlers in the

That we_ thask ‘His Excellency for informing us that, during the
reotes, wegotiations were resumed with British Columbia in regard to
matters upon which differences had for some tims existed
betwasn the two Governments ; that one of His Excellency’s Ministers
v.sited that Provines last summer on a special mission, with a view to
the sdjustment ofall qurstions in controversy, and tliat his efforts:have
bappily been seccessful ; that we trust that weshall he able to sanc-
tion the arrangements then made, and that by our so doing, sll occa-
&l ms of dispute will bavé been removed, and the most cordial relations
ostablished batween ithe Dominion and Provincial Governments; and

That we teel that the rapid increase of population in the North-West
may render some amendments in the North-West Territories Aot ex-
pedient, and that our sttention shall be willingly given to this im-
portant matter.

That we learn with pleasure that the progrems of the Indians in
Manitoba and the North-West during last year been on the
whole satisfactory, and that the Bands inclnded in the several Indian
Treaties have for the'most part betaken themselves to their reserves;
and that any Bill for the further promotion of their interests which may
be submitted to us, as well as any measure applicable to the whole
Dominion for the purposs of encouraving the more advanced Indian
communities to sssume the responsibilities of self:government, will bs
willingly :eonsidered.

" That the Bill 1aid before us last Session for the representstion of the
people in :Parliament and the assimilation of the electoral franchises ex-
isting in the several Provinces, which has now been before the count;
for & vear, will, when re-introdnced, receive the attention to which His
Exocellency commends it.

That we are fully aware of the expediency of providing for the regg
lation of factory labour and the protection of the workingman and his
family, aud that we are glad to know that the messure submitted last
Session, with some amendments, will be laid before us.

That we learn with great interest, that the rapid progress of the
Canadian Pacific Railway has beon maintained throaghout the past
;asr, that of the 2,833 miles of the main line between Pembroke and

ort Moody, 1,738 miles are now constructed, rendering practicable the
completion of that great work within the next two years, and that
although the time within which the Railway Oompsay is bound to
finish the road will not expire until 1891, His Excelléncy’s Government
has thought it of the greatest imporiance for the settlement of the
North-West and the development of our trade, that its completion from
sen to sea should be hastened and the company enabled to open the line

throughout by the spring of 1886,

That we thank His Excellency for informing us, that with this view,
and in order to aid the Gompany in procaring ‘sufficient eapital for the
purpose, by the disposal of its unsold-shares, the Governmert agreed to
receive & deposit of money and securities sufficient to-pay a minimym -
three per cent. dividend for ten years on $65,000,000 of the stock, that
arrangement being made on 1he belief that it would give steadiness and
increased value to the shares on the market, although a combination of
unfavourable circumstances has prevented the fulfilment of thes

1 tations, and the Company 188 mot beem able to obtain the reguired

capital by a sale of its stock ; and that we feel that the best mesnis of
preventing any delay in the grest object of the early completion of the
railway, demands our esrnest consideration.

That we share the pleasure expressed by His Excelleney in being able
to state, that the operation that portion of the railway already
opened, affords the most gratifying evidence of ita soundness as a com-
mercial enterprise and of its great value to Canada.

That we think, with His Exoeilency, that the large increass of the
volume of trafic on the Intercolonial Kailway over that of any previous
year, withont involving any burden upon the country, is a satisfacto:
proof of the continued development of trade between the eastern an
western portions of the Domimion. :

That we shall willingly consider the provisional arrangement made
with the Government of Novas Beotia for the retention of the Pictou
Braanch and the acfg:isitiou of the Eastera Extension Railway tothe
Strait of Cango, which, His Excellency is plessed to say, be sube
mitted for our approval. ’ ) '

That we thank ‘His Excellency, for informing us that the accounts for
the past year will be laid before us. That we shall be glad to find that
the expenditure kas been considersbly less and the receipta larger than
the estimates, the snrplus exceeding that of any previous year, and that
the revenues of the first half of the current year, notwithstanding the
large Tuﬁou of last season, have been such that we %uqonnbly
expect that the Estimates 7or the year will be fairly maintxined. :

That hall respectfall ider the estimates for the ensuing year
to be sn::ﬂ‘tted tr:. ug, aed m":ﬁl, we trust, be found to have ge.n
prep;rggl with due regard to economy. :

That His Excellency may rest assured that we will dgy‘ﬁ ourselves
withi earnestness and assiduity to the consideration of the subjects
he mentioned, snd to all matters af:eting the public interest that may
be brought before na. .

Mr. BELLEAU (Transiation). Mr. Speaker, the task
which devolves upon me of proposing for the comsiderstion
aof the House the adoption of the Address, it stems o mois

 one which should have been, and which slways cnght to be;

entrusted to some hon, member of this Hoise, whose ex-
perienoce in past legislation would afford him every neces-
sary quslification to treatin & proper manner, the subject

thatany papere laid before us and any measures for ensbling His Exoet- |

Mr, MaoMASTEE.

matter now under oonsideration. 1t seems to me that in s

1ww-countr’y- 1l ours, where-we huve soreosiithy 1 s
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fqunhhons of wa‘noﬁ ’pqlitib'al‘ or nfntion, that it should
nk to one of our veteran politicans, to one of those who

have traged the great lines of our Constitution, to come before

and explain how the . legislation, now asked of this]

mhamnz, is connected with past legislation; to explain

to you its real meaning, and make you understand its)

oharacter. It seems to me that this tagk should mot have
devolved on s young member, who, like myself, appears
for the first time within these precinots. Nevertheless, Mr.
Speaker, I well. understand that it is not for me at the début
of my politicsl career, on my entry within these precincts,
to. oriticise an old custom which has always been adopted,
and which muat have some good reason for its existence.
This is the reason why I accepted the difficult task. which
has been assigned to me. Qonvinced as I am that, it I cao-
not instruct you. by my experience, I will have at least the
advantage of edifying you by the good disposition which 1
have manifested in. accepti:g my share of the duties which
arc.imposed on.me a8 ons of the members of the national
representation. The document which is submitted for our
consideration, Mr. Speaker, embraces matters which may.
be-classed: in. three: categories of different subjects; first of
sll, it.aentaing..a retrospective review of past legislation,
and makes known its result on the general condition of the
eouniry. Secondly, it.details the subjects which .are to be
submitted for our consideration and which may be divided
into two classes: firstly, subjects which refer principally to
the material prosperity of the country, and secondly, sub-
jeots.which refer to the moral and intellectual condition of
the, population. The first sentiment which I see expressed
in.Rgz,Exqenouqy’.s Speech, is also one which this House
shwald make it a duty
country, that is the satisfaction which we experience
with,the selection of the new Governor General called to
praside ower. the destinies of the country for some years to
come, In appointing His Excellency the Marquis of Lans-
downe.to this important trust, the Home Government has
given us another proof of the interest which it takes in the
. material development of the country. The choice of the
most disti,x:ﬁ;ﬁshed men, who have attained eminent positions
in the Mother Country, gives.us an estimate of the interest
which the Imperial Government takes in us, and of its
desire t0.gee the material. Erogress of this country keep pace
with that of the United Kingdom. Bafore passing g'om
this subject I believe it is my duty, and in so doing, I but
echo:the vaice af, this.Chamber and of the country, to thank
the.late Governor:General, the Marquis of Lorne, for the spe-
cialinterast which he manifests.in our behalf, in England, to-
day. During his beneficent administration of the affairs of the
country, the Marquis of Lorne took the means to identify
himself with our intgrests, to familiarize himself with our
resources and wants ; and now that he has returned to the
Mother Gountry, I see.that he seems to consecrate all his
efforts, and all his energy to make known, on the Continent,
the progress of our country, and to induce the surplus
w . papulation to come and settle amongst.us. I
Jhim in the name of this House and in the name of the
country, The time is well chosen to commence this propa-
ganda, There has just been held in London a Universal
y. Exhibition, in.which our conntry had.a most favour-
able and special o unity of making known its resources.
This.axhibition, whieh
it.. It:was opened . by.the Prince of Wales in person,’an
of the. interest.which the English Government

f&ké@ﬁndi;’énly in the development.of her coloniee, but also-
in the: development of the. interests. of the entire world.

Nearly 40,000 persons were. it at the ing, and:
nearly 4,000,000 visited it during e continsance.’ Mr.
Speaker,in 8o important an exhibition, in the midst of so

to- ke thet. Onaads: came.out of this-exhihition third in | hon,

to express in,k the name of the|

tio was: -opened in the middle of last.
July, lasted five months, Twenty-five nations took part in|

rank. The gold and silver medals which we won were.not,
it is true, as numerous as those obtained by the United
States; but this is explaived by the fact that the Americans
figared at the exhibition both as & nation and as individuala
For this reason the number of medals was greater in favour
of the United States; but I believe there .is an agoord of
public opinion that the Canadian exhibition, in itg.eatirety,
a8 in its details, was superior to that of our nei LIS 801088
the line. If we reflect, Mr. Speaker, that we have.a eapital
of more than $3,000,000 invested in this industry, that we
have a population of about 30,000 persons en?;ged in our
fisheries, and nearly 800 ships and 11,000 fishing smacks ;
if we reflect that this industry yields;,to the. country a
revenue ot $6,009,000 to $8,000,000, we will understand its
importance and the great necessity to contribyte to its
devglopment. Aund I venture to think that the resuit of our
efforts will be to make known to.the world the valne of our
fisheries, and, at the same time, ameliorate the moral, intal-
lectual and material eondition of our  fishermen. I
think, Mr, Speaker, that it is my duty ere .passing from this
subject, to bestow my congratulations, my compliments on
the hon. Minister of Marine and Fisheries, for the sucoess
which has attended his efforts at the exhibition. Itisa

‘worthy reward for the zeal and energy which he has d's-

played ; and I think it ia only just to associate with his mame

‘that.of the hon, member from Gaspé, who is sometimes

called the King of Gaspesia, a title which 'he justly
deserves by reason of the devotion which he manitests in

-the interests of that seciion,and by the legitimate influence
. which he has there aocguired. d -
-ago that the times are favourable-to push the work of’ emi-

Io ed: a few moments
ration.” In referring to statistics, and. acoordinf to the in-
ormation which I have been able to gather, I calculate,

as the hon. member from Glebgarry (Mr. Macmaster) has

remarked, that the number of emigrants this year has been
three times as. great as it was two years ago, and-this emi-
gration has two special characteristics : firstly it embraces

a considerable contingent coming from the continent of

Europe, which is one of the best proofs of the interest taken

in our country ; and this will the more induce us to hope

that this emigration directed to our continent, stimulated
by the construction of the Canadian Pacific Raslway by the
resources Wwhich will be found in our country, will go on
increasing, and will eventually fill up the vast.plains which
we recerve for European emigration. Another character-
istic of this emigration, is that of those.133,000 -emigraats,
nearly 40,000 came from the United States; and among
these-40,000 there were 12,000 French Canadians who re-
tarned to the North-West, which means to our country. It is
well understood Mr. Speaker, that not only in this House,

but also in the Legislature of the Province of Qnebec, a

desire has been expressed that the Government should
make some effort to repatriate our fellow subjeets. 1 think

that one of the most efficacions means which. the

Government could employ to attain this end, is to demon:

strate to them that they have a better future in this coun-
try than in the United States; that here they can

find the means to maintain themselves and their fam-
ilies, and that, at all events, if they canmot find these
means in the Province of Quebes, that they can, at
least, in the North-West, There, at.lesst, they will have the
congolation of being at home and of living. under their own
laws, and under the constitution of their native oconmutry.

All this, Mr. Speaker, points to &.very satisfactory stata. of

things, and we.are not surprised to see the Speech from the

Throne announce that the financial state of the counury is

in & most prosperous. state, and that the surplus for the past
rear. amounts to over $7,000,000, THe Speech from the
hrone slludes in a. few words. to the guestion of the

Oufh:d’imf Paﬁ?: Railway, aod ‘tih this '*t;imiq. ahon&%esg:

10 have, for this.grest question, the experience which tl
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like at this moment to speak with his experience and attain-
ments, but I believe that hon, gentlemen in this House
who have sat here before me, have already been made
familiar with the resources of this great enterprise as well
as the means to accomplish this undertaking, and I will not
.afford jthem any new information in telling them that in
the year just ended the Canadian Pacific Railway Company
has made wonderful progress. In reality it has constructed
not less than 693 miles of railway, of which 553 miles are
on the main line and 140 miles of branch lines. On the
Western Division they have laid rails on 377 miles, bringing
the line to the summit of the Rocky Mountains, a distance
of 96V ‘miles from Winnipeg. The company now proposes,
at the vommencement of the coming summer, to construct
and put in operation a line of steamboats from Lake
Huron to Thunder Bay, on Lake Superior, This will
enable them to distribute the tide of emigration for &
distance of nearly 1,400 miles from Port Arthar. These
resuits could not be more satisfactory for the country; and
if the Canadian Pacific Railway Company has not succeeded
as well as it expected in floating its bonds in foreign markets,
the energy which it has displayed, the devotion which it
has manifested in the execution of this enterprise which
has been entrusted to it by the country deserves from
this House, that its efforts should be aided and seconded,
and as my learned colleague from Glengarry (Mr. Mac.
master), remarked that we make it apparent that we can
assure the success of our national enterprises even against
the hostile foroes arraigned against them. We are also
happy to learn, Mr, Speaker, that the Intercolonial Railway
has been a source of revenue this year to the country.
Constructed atfirst in a military and politieal point of view,
the Intercolonial Railway becomes to-day a success as
- & commercial enterprise, and this is a subjeet for congra-
tulation. Nevertheless I might remark, and I believe the
Government will perfectly understand its duty in the matter,
that this coad, whilst a commercial success, must not cease to
be a public enterprise, an enterprise for the benefit of the
gvrovinoes which it traverses as for the whole Confederation.
© must not forget that each Province has contributed alike
to its construction, that each contributes to its maintenance,
and that each Province ought to have the benefit of its
natural advantages in the arrangement of its tariff, 1 will
not farther extend my remarks on what refers to the legis-
Jation relative to the material interests of the country, and
1 will briefly review the other subjects which are submitted
for our oconsiderstion. The Speech from the Throne in-
forms us that the Government has the intention of sub-
mitting to this House & measure, which has, for its object,
the assimilation of the electoral laws in all the Provinces.
11 always seemed to me that it was an anomaly to leave the
wleotoral franchise of the Dominion in the hands of the
Local Legislatures, and if, 8o far, this state of affairs has
not uced serious inconveniences, I think, nevertheless,
thata measure of this kind is most opportune; if up to to-day
‘this state of things has not caused serious embarrassinents,
one thing is certain, it is that our electoral franchise is in
the hands of Provincial Legislatures which ¢an change or
modify them entirely, and determine that we the members
of Federal representation in going forth from these precincts
may find ourselves face to face with an election law
altogether different from the one uunder which we were
elected. I think it is the daty of this Legislature to take up
the question of our electoral franchise, and all that I can
-say is that for my part whilst the legislation seems to me
timely, 1 have only to express a hope that the Government
in o ing to popular liberty, will at the same time bear
in mind and make dae allowance for the conservative
character of our population. The development of manu-
factares in -this country necessitates legislation for the
tion of person