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DECLARATION AND OTHER DOCUMENTS REGARDING THE DEFEAT
OF GERMANY AND THE ASSUMPTION OF SUPREME AUTHOR-
ITY WITH RESPECT TO GERMANY BY THE GOVERNMENTS
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM, THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AND THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS, AND THE
PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC.

Signed at Berlin on the 5th June, 1945

I

DecraraTiON™®

The German armed forces on land, at sea and in the air have been completely
defeated and have surrendered unconditionally and Germany, which bears
responsibility for the war, is no longer capable of resisting the will of the
Victorious Powers. The unconditional surrender of Germany has thereby been
effected, and Germany has become subject to such requirements as may now or

treafter be imposed upon her.

There is no central Government or authority in Germany ‘capable of
accepting responsibility for the maintenance of order, the administration of the
Country and compliance with the requirement of the victorious Powers.

It is in these circumstances necessary, without prejudice to any subsequent
ecisions tifat may be taken respecting Germany, to make provision for the
Cessation of any further hostilities on the part of the German armed forces, for
€ maintenance of order in Germany and for the administration of the country,
and to announce the immediate requirements with which Germany must comply.
. The Representatives of the Supreme Commands of the United Kingdom, the’
United States of America, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the French
epublic, hereinafter called the “Allied Representatives,” acting by authority
Of their respective Governments and in the interests of the United Nations,
4ccordingly make the following Declaration:—
t The Governments of the United Kingdom, the United States of America and
P ¢ Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and the Provisional Government of the
:rench Republic, hereby assume supreme authority with respect to Germany,
lIlelllding all the powers possessed by the German Government, the High
Ommand and any state, municipal, or local government or authority. The
dSumption, for the purposes stated above, of the said authority and powers
08s not effect the annexation of Germany. )
ang The Governments of the United Kingdom, the United States of America
£ the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, .and the Prov1s1qnal Government of
ane French Republic, will hereafter determine the boundaries of Germany or
ofy part thereof and the status of Germany or of any area at present being part
German territory.
Q In virtue of the supreme authority and powers thus assumed by the four
Overnments, the Allied Representatives announce the following requirements

USing from the complete defeat and unconditional surrender of Germany with
Ich Germany must comply:—
Article 1

Germany, and all German military, naval and air aut_horities and all forces
:nd.er German control shall immediately cease hostilities in all theatres of war
ga\mst the forces of the United Nations on land, at sea and in the air.

It * The Canadian Government has been consulted on this Declaration and has expressed
agreement, g
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Article 2

(a) All armed forces of Germany or under German control, wherever they
may be situated, including land, air, anti-aircraft and naval forces, the S.S., S.A.
and Gestapo, and all other forces or auxiliary organizations equipped with
weapons, shall be completely disarmed, handing over their weapons and equip-
ment to local Allied Commanders or to officers designated by the Allied
Representatives.

(b) The personnel of the formations and units of all the forces referred to
in paragraph (a) above shall, at the discretion of the Commander-in-Chief of
the Armed Forces of the Allied State concerned, be declared to be prisoners of
war, pending further decisions, and shall be subject to such conditions and
directions as may be prescribed by the respective Allied Representatives.

. (e) All forces referred to in paragraph (a) above, wherever they may be,
will remain in their present positions pending instructions from the Allied
Representatives.

(d) Evacuation by the said forces of all territories outside the frontiers
of Germany as they existed on the 31st December, 1937, will proceed according
to Instructions to be given by the Allied Representatives.

(e) Detachments of civil police to be armed with small arms only, for ’ph@
maintenance of order and for guard duties, will be designated by the Allied
Representatives. ¢

Article 3

(a) All aircraft of any kind or nationality in Germany or German-occupied
or controlled territories or waters, military, naval or civil, other than aircraft
in the service of the Allies, will remain on the ground, on the water or aboard
ships pending further instruction.

(b) All German or German-controlled aircraft in or over territories OF
waters not oceupied or controlled by Germany will proceed to Germany or t0
such other place or places as may be specified by the Allied Representatives.

Article J

(a) All German or German-controlled naval vessels, surface and submariné
auxiliary naval craft, and merchant and other shipping, wherever such vessel®
may be at the time of this Declaration, and all other merchant ships of whateve!
nationality in German ports, will remain in or proceed immediately to ports an
bases as specified by the Allied Representatives. The crews of such vessels will
remain on board pending further instructions.

(b) All ships and vessels of the United Nations, whether or not title has
been transferred as the result of prize court or other proceedings, which are &
the disposal of Germany or under German control at the time of this Declaration
will proceed at the dates and to the ports or bases specified by the Allied
Representatives.

Article &

(a) All or any of the following. articles in the possession of the (GGerma’
armed forces or under German control or at German disposal will be held intact
and in good condition at the disposal of the Allied Representatives, for suc?
purposes and at such times and places as they may prescribe:— ;

(i) all arms, ammunition, explosives, military equipment, stores and

supplies and other implements of war of all kinds and all other W'
material;

|
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(i1) all naval vessels of all classes, both surface and submarine, auxiliary
naval craft and all merchant shipping, whether afloat, under repair or
construection, built or building:

(iii) all aireraft of all kinds, aviation and anti-aircraft equipment and
devices; s :

(iv) all transportation and communications facilities and equipment, by
land, water or air;

(v) all military installations and establishments, including airfields, sea-
plane bases, ports and naval bases, storage depots, permanent and
temporary land and coast fortifications, fortresses and other fortified
areas, together with plans and drawings of all such fortifications,
installations and establishments;

(vi) all factories, plants, shops, research institutions, laboratories, testing
stations, technical data, patents, plans, drawings and inventions,
designed or intended to produce or to facilitate the production or use
of the articles, materials and facilities referred to in sub-paragraphs (i),
(i1), (iv) and (v) above or otherwise to further the conduct of war.

: (b) At the demand of the Allied Representatives the following will be
furnished: —

(i) the labour, services and plant required for the maintenance or operation
of any of the six categories mentioned in paragraph (a) above; and

(ii) any information or records that may be required by the Allied Repre-
sentatives in connection with the same.

{¢c) At the demand of the Allied Representatives all facilities will be pro-
Vided for the movement of Allied troops and agencies, their equipment and
Supplies, on the railways, roads and other land communications or by sea, river
or air. All means of transportation will be maintained in good order and repair,
and the labour, services and plant necessary therefor will be furnished.

Article 6
(a) The German authorities will release to the Allied Representatives, in
accordance with the procedure to be laid down by them, all prisoners of war at
Dresent in their power, belonging to the forces of the United Nations, and will
furnish full lists of these persons, -indicating the places of their detention in
ermany or territory occupied by Germany. Pending the release of such
Prisoners of war, the German authorities and people will protect them in their
Persons and property and provide them with adequate food, clothing, shelter,
Wedical attention and money in accordance with their rank or official position.
(b) The German authorities and people will in like nanner provide for and
Telease all other nationals of the United Nations who are confined, in‘tt;rned or
Otherwise under restraint, and all other persons who may be confined, !nter.ned
Or otherwise under restraint for political reasons or as a result of any Nazi action,
la“{ or regulation which discriminates on the ground of race, colour, creed, or
Political belief.
~(c) The German authorities will, at the demand of the Allied Represen-
tatl.VeS, hand over control of places of detention to such officers as may be
esignated for the purpose by the Allied Representatives.

Article 7 . 5
s The German authorities concerned will furnish to the Allied Representa-
Loy
v . . . . . d
(a) full information regarding the forces referred to in Article 2 (a), and,
o Particular, will furnish forthwith all information which the _Alhqd.Representa};
tives may require concerning the numbers, locations and dispositions of suc

Orces, whether located inside or outside Germany;
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(b) complete and detailed information concerning mines, minefields and
other obstacles to movement by land, sea or air, and the safety lanes in con-
nection therewith. All such safety lanes will be kept open and clearly marked;
all mines, minefields and other dangerous obstacles will as far as possible be
rendered safe, and all aids to navigation will be reinstated. Unarmed German
military and civilian personnel with the necessary equipment will be made
available and utilized for the above purposes, and for the removal of mines,
minefields and other obstacles as directed by the Allied Representatives. '

Article 8

There shall be no destruction, removal, concealment, transfer or scuttling
of, or damage to, any military, naval, air, shipping, port, industrial and other
like property and facilities and all records and archives, wherever they may be
situated, except as may be directed by the Allied Representatives.

Article 9

Pending the institution of control by the Allied Representatives over all
means of communication, all radio and telecommunication installations and other
forms of wire or wireless communications, whether ashore or afloat, under
German Control, will cease transmission except as directed by the Allied
Representatives.

 Article 10

The forces, nationals, ships, aircraft, military equipment, and other property
in Germany or in German control or service or at German disposal, of any other
country at war with any of the Allies, will be subject to the provisions of this
Declaration and of any proclamations, orders, ordinances or instructions issue
thereunder.

Article 11

(a) The principal Nazi leaders as specified by the Allied Representatives
and all persons from time to time named or designated by rank, office or employ-
ment by the Allied Representatives as being suspected of having committed,
ordered or abetted war crimes or analogous offences, will be apprehended and
surrendered to the Allied Representatives. -

(b) The same will apply in the case of any national of any of the United
Nations who is alleged to have committed an offence against his national law,
and who may at any time be named or designated by rank, office or employment
by the Allied Representatives. L

(c): The German authorities and people will comply with any instruction®
given by the Allied Representatives for the apprehension and surrender of suc
persons.

Article 12

The Allied Representatives will station forces and civil agencies in any OF
all parts of Germany as they may determine.

Article 13

(a) In the exercise of the supreme authority with respect to Germany
assumed by the Governments of the United Kingdom, the United States of
America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and the Provisional Govern-
ment of the French Republie, the four Allied Governments will take such step$
including the complete disarmament and demilitarization of Germany, as they
deem requisite for future peace and security.
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(b) The Allied Representatives will impose on Germany additional political,
administrative, economie, financial, military and other requirements arising from
the complete defeat of Germany. The Allied Representatives, or persons or
agencies duly designated to act on their authority, will issue proclamations,
Orders, ordinances and instructions for the purpose of laying down such addi-
tional requirements, and of giving effect to the other provisions of this Decla-
Tation. All German authorities and the German people shall earry out uncon-
dlfclonally the requirements of the Allied Representatives, and shall fully comply
With all such proclamations, orders, ordinances and instructions.

Article 1}

This Declaration enters into force and effect at the date and hour set forth
below. In the event of failure on the part of the German authorities or people
Promptly and completely to fulfil their obligations hereby or hereafter imposed,

€ Allied Representatives will take whatever action may be deemed by them
0 be appropriate under the circumstances.

Article 16

This Declaration is drawn up in the English, Russian, French and German
&nguages. The English, Russian and French are the only authentic texts.

Sth June, 1945. Berlin.
16-40 Hours.

1

Signed by the Allied Representatives: ?

B. MontGoMERY, F.M.
Dwicar D. EISENHOWER.
G. K. Zuuxov.

F. De LartreE D TAssieNY.
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STATEMENT BY THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM, THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE UNION OF SOVIET
SOCIALIST REPUBLICS, AND THE PROVISIONAL GOVERN-
MENT OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC ON ZONES OF OCCUPATION
IN GERMANY.

Germany, within her frontiers as they were on the 31st December, 1937, will,
for the purposes of occupation, be divided into four zones, one to be allotted to
each Powers as follows:—

an eastern zone to the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics;

a north-western zone to the United Kingdom;

a south-western zone to the United States of America;

a western zone to France.
The occupying forces in each zone will be under a Commander-in-Chief desig
nated by the responsible Power. Each of the four Powers may, at its discretion;
include, among the forces assigned to oceupation duties under the command 0
its Commander-in-Chief, auxiliary contingents from the forces of any othe!
Allied Power which has actively participated in military operations against
Germany.

2. The area of “Greater Berlin” will be occupied by forces of each of the
four Powers. An Inter-Allied Governing Authority (in Russian, Komendatura
consisting of four Commandants, appointed by their respective Commanders-10-
Chief, will be established to direct jointly its administration.

5th June, 1945.
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STATEMENT BY THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM,
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE UNION OF
SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS, AND THE PROVISIONAL
GOVERNMENT OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC ON CONTROL
MACHINERY IN GERMANY.

In the period when Germany is carrying out the basic requirements of
Unconditional surrender, supreme authority in Germany will be exercised, on
Instructions from their Governments, by the British, United States, Soviet and
‘rench Commanders-in-Chief, each in his own zone of occupation, and also
lomtly, in matters affecting Germany as a whole. The four Commanders-in-
Chief will together constitute the Control Council. Each Commander-in-Chief
Will be assisted by a Political Adviser.

2. The Control Council, whose decisions shall be unanimous, will ensure
ppropriate uniformity of action by the Commanders-in-Chief in their respective
“nes of occupation and will reach agreed decisions on the chief questions
affecting Germany as a whole.

3. Under the Control Council, there will be a permanent Co-ordinating
CUmmittee composed of one representative of each of the four Commanders-in-
/ lef{ and a Control Staff organized in the following Divisions (which are subject

0 adjustment in the light of experience):—

b Military; Naval; Air; Transport; Political; Economic; Finance; Reparation,
eliveries and Restitution; Internal Affairs and Communications; Legal;
Nsoners of War and Displaced Persons; Man-power.

T There will be four heads of each Division, one designated by each Power.

g ° staffs of the Divisions may include civilian as well as military personnel,

0d may also in special cases include nationals of other United Nations appointed

1 a personal capacity.

.. 4. The functions of the Co-ordinating Committee and of the Control Staff

Wil be to advise the Control Council, to carry out the Council’s decisions and to

t‘flansmit them to the appropriate German organs, and to supervise and control
€ day-to-day activities of the latter.

.o, Liaison with the other United Nations Governments chiefly interested

Wil be established through the appointment by such Governments of military
188ions (which may include civilian members) to the Control Council. These

0015:10;18 will have access through the appropriate channels to the organs of

rol.

" 6. United Nations organizations will, if admitted by the Control Couneil
Operate in Germany, be subordinate to the Allied control machinery and
DSwerable to it.

I 7. The administration of the “Greater Berlin” area will be directed by an
Uter-Allied Governing Authority, which will operate under the general direction
. the Control Council, and will consist of four Commandants, each of whom

serve in rotation ag Chief Commandant. They will be assisted by a technical
Aff which will supervise and control the activities of the local German organs.

L 8. The arrangements outlined above will operate during the period of
v Ipation following German surrender when Germany is carrying out the basice
D‘l}nrement-s of unconditional surrender. Arrangements for the subsequent
lod will be the subject of a separate agreement.

5th June, 1945. %
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STATEMENT BY THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM,
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE UNION OF
SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS, AND THE PROVISIONAL
GOVERNMENT OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC ON CONSULTATION
- WITH GOVERNMENTS OF OTHER UNITED NATIONS.

By the Declaration regarding the defeat of Germany issued at Berlin on
the 5th June, 1945, the Governments of the United Kingdom, the United States
of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and the Provisiona
Government of the French Republic have assumed supreme authority with
respect to Germany. The Governments of the four Powers hereby announct
that it is their intention to consult with the Governments of other United Nations
in connection with the exercise of this authority.

5th June, 1945:
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