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Calendar for February and March, 1898.

Legal, Educational, Municipal and Other
Appointments

FrBRUARY.
1. Last day for Railway Companies to transmit to Clerks of M unicipalities statements of
railway property — Assessment Act, section 26 (28).
Last day for Collectors to return their roll and pay over proceeds. — A sessment Act,
section 132 (144-1).
Last day for County Treasurer to furnish Clerks of Local Municipalities with list of
lands in arrears for taxes for three years.—Assessment Act, section 140 (152),

2. First meeting of High School Boards and Boards of Edueation at 7 p. m., or such other
hour as may have been fixed by resolution of former bo*rd, at the usual place of
meeting of such Board.—High Schools Act, section 13,

Make return of deaths by contagious diseases registered during January.

Last day for Assessors to begin to maketheir rolls.—Assessment Act, section 49 (55),

Last day for Councils tc pass By laws limiving numberof Tavern Licenses to be issued
for the ensuing year, or for imposing a larger duty for tavera or shop licenses.—
Liquor License Act, section 29 and 34.

Last day for City and Town Councils to pass by-laws to prescribe further requirements
in taverns.—Liquor License Act, section 42.

Bo &

Masca,
1. Auditors’ reports on the accounts of High School Boards and the Boards of cities,
towns and villages should be mailed to Education Department,

Separate School supporters to notify municipal clerk —Separate School Act, sec. 40,

NOTIC®Ee.

The publisher desires to ensure the regular and promf;!. delivery of Tue WorLp
to every subscriber, and requests that any cause of complaint in this particular be reported at
once to the office of publication. Subscribers who may chaoge their address should also give
prompt notice of same, and in doing so should give both the old and new address.

63 Clerk not Collector or Assessor.... .... 78. Vole of Parties Exempt from Taxes—
64. Village Council no Power to License Alien’s Wifeno Vote .. ... ........
FIEWRONS o L esrot it o 79. By-law Passed Between i1st and 1oth
65. Expenditure of Statute Labor on Roll— FAOURED i i s et e ST S A
Councillor may be Commissioner—To|  [80. Changes in Foliing Sub divisions. .... ...
Abolish Dog Tax.... «ivveenve. 8l. Expenses School Section Debenture By-
66. Fxemptions from Distress for Taxes.... O bR iy e ad
67. Married Women no Vote — Returning 82. Equalization of Usion School Section. ..
Officer a Candidate...... .. O IR 83. Town Treasurer may be Secretary-trea-
68. Farmer's Son —Voters' Lists— Vote — surer of School Board. ... ,..... ....
Refund Schoo! Rates...... .... .... 84. Application for Clerkship..... .......
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73. Collector's Seizure—Time for Sale...... all the papers you
74. Taxes—Unpatented Lots.vov oo iivivres take. It can be
75. Non resident Statute Labor—Clerk not put on in ten
L ¢ S T L R seconds. No dir-
76. School Property Permanent Asset ...... Price, per pair, with
77. Assessment of Railways—Not Street opening keys, 25 cents. Klips, per pair,
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ST. THOMAS, FEBRUARY 1, 1898.

The ratepayers of Chatham at the
municipal elections decided to abolish
the ward system of representation in the
city council. Sub-section 3 of section 2
of the Municipal Amendment Act in this
issue shows how the council will be
elected in the future.

F3
* *

The Municipal Amendment Act pub-
lished in this issue makes an important
change in the constitution of town coun-
cils by reducing the number and abolish-
ing the ward system. This was a much
needed reform which can be still further
improved by electing the councillors for
two years, one-half to retire each year.

*
* *

Owing to the large and increasing de-
mands on the Question Department of
this paper the Legal Editor has made
arrangements for such assistance as may
be necessary to enable him in the future
to answer all mai/ questions promptly and
also to give more attention to the drafting
of by-laws and other work entrusted to us
by councils.

* *

A circular issued by a so-called] mun-
icipal printing company, offering to do all
the printing, etc., of a municipality for a
lump sum, irrespective of requirements,
leads us to suggest that local printing
offices are entitled to all the work of the
municipalities in their district, and should
be supported by the council to that ex-
tent. The first cost of assessment and
collector’s rolls, election supplies and
other forms used in limited quantities is
greater than the demand on local offices
will warrant and to supply these, municipal
publishers are necessary. The supply
department of this paper is receiving an
encouraging support, and the publishers
are thereby enabled to give the municipal
officers the benefit of a paper that will
assist them in a practical way in the dis-
charge of their duties.

Two-Year Terms.

A NECESSARY REFORM.

When the bill relating to the consti-
tution of town councils was’ before the
Municipal Committee, an interesting dis-
cussion took place in reference to coun
cils generally.  Mr. Pattullo, the member
for North Oxford stated that:

When town and county councils were dealt
with as they should be by the Government he
thought that two things should be borne in
mind. The ward system had done a great deal
to promote sectionalism and petty jealousy in
municipalities and to prevent good men from
entering municipal life, and in the distribution
of public money E)r public improvements it had
resulted in waste and inefficiency.

The basis of a reformed municipal system
shounld include the abolition of wards. Where,
however, public opinion strongly favored the
ward system, it might be allowed to express
itself after trial by returning to it on a decisive
vote of the qualified ratepayers. But the most
important reform which he would urge would
be a two years term for township and town
councillors.

TWO YEARS TERMS.

Every municipal councillor should sit for
two years, instead of for one as at'present,
and half the councillors in each municipality
should be elected each year. Thus there
wonld be an election each year, while munici-
pal representatives would have a longer tenure
of office than at present. He contended that
this would result in better men, better work
and increased experience and efficiency in the
transaction of municipal affairs. If the prin-
ciple of a two years’ term were sound for school
boards and county councils, it ought to be
good enough for township and town councils.
This he felt was more important than the re-
forms which had been suggested in the discus-
sion of the present bill.

It was not desirable that municipal councils
should be either too small or too large ; but
there should be a longer tenure of office than
one year. An election over the whole muni-
cipality would, according to all past municipal
experience, improve the character and the
efficiency of municipal bodies.

ENDORSED BY THE OPPOSITIN.

Mr. Whitney, leader of the Opposition, dis-
cussed the subject briefly. He said that of all
the members who had spoken on Mr, Caven’s
bill the member for North Oxford had most
nearly expressed his own views. He thorough-
ly agreed with what had been said in_reference
to the ward system and was disposed to think
that a term ofstwo yeers would be an improve-
ment, He was also of opinion that the
Government should itself deal with the ques-
tion rather than a private member, and urged
them to bring in a measure to this effect during
the present session.

Premier Hardy pointed out the difficulties
in securing an agreement among members of
the House on such a subject. This had been
illustrated last session. ~ Everybody had
theories and a plan of his own and it seemed
almost impossible to frame a bill that would
please all or express the consensus of opinion
in the House. He did not hold out much hope
of the present bill going through this year, or
indicate any intention on the part of the
Government of re-introducing such a measure
as he had proposed last session, but which was
defeated in the municipal committee,

A Correction.

In Dr."Bryce’s paper published in the
January issue, the years 1894 and 1896
in the second paragraph .should read
1884, 1886.

The Assessment Amendment Act, 1898.

1. Sub-section 2 of section 74 of the Assess-
ment Act, is amended by striking out all the
words thereof down to and including the word
“survey” in the tenth line thereof, and by in-
serting in lieu thereof the following words :
““Whenever it shall be shown to the satisfaction
of the court that taxes are or have become due
and owing upon a parcel of land assessed in one
block but which block has subsequently been
sub-divided, the said court upon an application
of or on behalf of any person claiming to be the
owner of one or more lots or one or more parcels
of such divided land” ; also by inserting the
words *‘or parcels” after the word *lots” in the
twelfth line, and the words ‘‘or parcel” after
the word ““lot” in the fifteenth line.

9. Section 147 of the said act amended by
adding the following proviso at the end
thereof :

“Provided that the provision requiring the
collector to furnish a duplicate of such return
to the clerk of the municipality and that the
clerk shall mail a notice to each person appear-
ing on the roll with respect to whose land
taxes appear to be in arrear for that year,
shall not apply to a city, but in lieu thereof,
the treasurer shall give the notice hereinbefore
directed to be given by the clerk.”

3. Section 174 of the said act is amended by
substituting the words *lands for” for the
word ‘‘non-resident” in the third and fourth
lines of the said section.

4, Section 177 of the said act is amended by
adding thereto the following sub-section :

(3) In cities, instead of advertising as in this
section is provided, the treasurer may have the
advertisement published in the Ountario Gazette
as hereinbefore provided, and then publish in
at least two newspapers published in such eity
a notice announcing that the list of lands for
sale in the municipality for taxes has been
prepared, and copies thereof may be had in his
office, and that the said advertisement embrac-
ing such list is being published in the Onfario
Gazette (inserting the dates of such publication),
and that in default of payment of the taxes, as
shown in the said list, on or before the date
fixed for the sale, the lands set out in the said
list will be sold for taxes at suth date.

5. Sub-section 3 of section 184 of the said
act is amended by striking out the word
“‘three” in the tenth line thereof and substitut-
ing therefor the word “‘seven”.

Brockville Fire Department.

The energetic chairman of the Brock-
ville Fire and Water Committee, Mr. F.G.
McCrady, is determined to keep up the
efficiency of the Fire Department. That
his determination is a wise one is shown
by the following report, recently presented
to the council by the fire chief :

During the year 1897 there were twenty-five
alarms of fire, being the lowest number in
several years, and with the exception of the
fire at the foundry of the Cossitt Bros. Co,
(Limited) the year would have been a ‘‘record-
breaker” for the small insurance loss, Cossitt
Bros. loss, insurance, was $2,052 ; for the other
twenty-four fires the loss was only $64.75, or
total lo s by five for the year ending December
31, 1897, $2,116.75.

The chief takes this opportunity of stating
that with the additional six men which have
heen added to the Fire Department for night
duty he is sure to hold up the present rating of
the town and give good satisfaction to the
citizens generally.

The delay in connection with the pub-
lication of the Revised Statutes is owing
to the rush of business connected with the
session of the Legislature. The Queen’s
printer informs us that he now expects to
have them ready by the end of February
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Clerk and Treasurer, Richmond Hill.

Mr. Teefy was born in Ireland in 1822,
and came to the town of York (now Tor-
onto) with his parents in 1824. He was
educated at Boyd’s Bay Street Academy,

MR. M. TEEFY.

and during the years 1835 to 1840 he
Served his apprenticeship in the Patriol
Printing office. He moved to Richmond

MR. JAS. HONOR.

g‘l! n 1846, and was appointed postmas-
: T In 1850, a justice of the peace in 1853,
t Notary public in 1863 and clerk and
rea's‘_"er_of the village council at the first
Meeting in Junuary, 1873

Clerk, Township of Malden.

Mr. Honor was born in Malden in
1855, he received his education in the
public school and is at present engaged in
farming. His first municipal office was
that of township auditor, in the following
year, 1882, he was appointed assessor
which office he held for seven years, until
his appointment as clerk in 1889.  His
township is one of the most progressive in
the Province, having abolished the statute
labor system of road maintenance some
years ago. *

Clerk, Towaship of Sophiasi)utg.

Mr. Randall was born in Sophiasburg
in 1826. As a youth he was unfortunate,
having lost his right hand and had his
left leg partially paralized before he reach-
ed the age of five years. He was educated
in the public schools, commenced teach-
ing when fourteen years of age, and

MR. A. B. RANDALT.

attended the Normal School! in 1853.
After teaching for twenty years he was in
a general store and for two years a tele
graph operator, owing to ill health he then
commenced the business of wagon mak-
ing, doing the woodwork, pqinting and
trimming, until his appointment as
township clerk in 1883. In addition to
his municipal office he is now division

court clerk, commissioner in H. C. J. and

issuer of marriage licenses. Mr. Randall
has always been determined to do with
one hand what other pesons do with two,
and is certainly entitled to the great
meastire of success that has rewarded his
efforts.

19

Clerk, Township of South Dorehester.

Mr. Taylor was born in Dorchester in
1862, and was educated in the public
school and St. Thomas Collegiate Insti-
stitute. He taught school for a number
of years, and was appointed clerk in 18g1.
He is secretary of the Lyens and Belmont
Cheese Companies and agent for the
Mutual Fire Insurance Company of North
and South Dorchester. He is an active

MR. D. TAYLOR,

member of the A. O. U. W.,, and has
been Recorder of Belmont Lodge since

1893.

MR,

N.. STURDY.

Clerk, Township of Goderich.

Mr. Sturdy was born in Huron County,
and is engaged in farming. He was ap-
pointed Clerk five years ago and was
County Auditor last year.
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Municipal Amendment Act, 1898.

1. (1) Sub-section 4 of section 30 of the Act
respecting the provisional county of Haliburton
is hereby amended by striking out the words
“ who are entitled to vote” in the third line
thereof and substituting therefor the words
“actually voting.”

(2) Su{’-section 5 of section 30 of ¢ The said
Act respecting the Provisional County of
Haliburton” is hereby smended by striking out
the word ““twenty ” in the second line thereof
and substituting therefor the word ‘‘fifteen.”

TOWN COUNCILS,

2. “The Municipal Act” is hereby amended
by adding thereto the following section :

71a.—(1) The council of every town having a

pulation of not more than 5,000 by the last

‘anadian census shall consist of a mayor, who
shall be the head thereof, and of six councillors
to be elected by a general vote.

(2) At any time after two annual elections
have been held under the provisions of this
section, the council of the town may, and upon
a petition of twenty per cent. of the electors,
shall, at the time of holding an annual election,
submit a by-law providing for the division of
the town into wards. If the said by-law shall
receive the assent of a majority of the electors
voting thereon, one coungillor shall thereafter,
and so long as the said by-law shall remain in
force, be annually elected by the electors of
each ward, and the remaining councillors, to
complete the full number of six, shall be elected
as in sub-section one of this section is provided.
The proceedings in regard to the submission of
any snch by-law both as to its enactment and
repeal shall be as provided in this Act in regard
to by-laws requiring the assent of the electors.

(3) The council of any town having a popula-
tion of more than 5,000 and the council of any
city having a population of 15,000 or less may
by hy-law provi(;e that the council of such
tawn or city shall be composed of a mayor and
one alderman for each 1,000 of popuiati(m to
be elected by general vote, but such by-law
ghall not come into force unless and until it has
first been submitted to a vote of the electors
according to the provisions in this act in regard
to by-laws requiring the assent of the electors.
For  purposes of this section, the population of
any city or town shall be determined by the
last census of the Dominion of Canada. The
persons entitled to vote upon such by-law
shall be those- who ave entitled to vote at
municipal elections. Where a vote of the
electors within one year of the passing hereof
has been taken substantially upon the questions
which would be submitted under the aforesaid
by-law, it shall not be necessary to submit the
by-law to the electors unless the council other-
wise determine,

This section shall apply to towns and cities
above mentioned notwithstanding anything
contained in any act of incorporation or other
act, but shall not affect the councils elected for
the present year.

3. Section 72 of the said act is hereby
amended by striking out all the words after the
word “‘councillors” in the second line thereof
and substituting therefor the words ‘“who shall
be elected by a general vote.”

4. Section 73 of the said act is hereby
amended by striking out ail the words after the
word *‘councillors” in the second line thereof
and substituting therefor the words *“ who shall
be elected by a general vote.”

5. Section 74 of the said act is hereby
amended by striking ont the words and figures
“‘gections 71 to 737 in the first and second
lines thereof and substituting therefor the
word and figures ‘“ seetion 717

HOUR FOR CLOSING POLL IN CITIES

6. Sub-sec. 4 of sec. 128 of the said act is
amended byadding thereto the following proviso:

« Provided, however, that in cities of over
100,000 inhabitants the council may by by-law to
be passed before the fifteenth day of November
in any year extend the time for holding the
election until seven o'clock in the afternoon
and no longer,”

PLACE FOR COUNTY COUNCIL NOMINATIONS.

7. Paragraph (a) of sub-section 2 of section
132 of the said act is amended by addin
thereto the following proviso: **Provide
that the said nominating officer, in ease there
is, in his opinion, no suitable place within the
county council division at which to hold the
nomination, may name some place within a
city, town or village adjacent to the county
comilcil division in which the election is to be
held.”

‘8. Section 209 of the said act is hereby
amended by striking out the words ‘one of
whom shail be such person as the head of the
council nominates,” in the the fourth and fifth
lines thereof.

APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS.

8. Sub-section 1 of section 301 of the said
act is repealed and the following is substituted
therefor :

¢ The couneil of any municipality may pass
a bylaw declaring that it is expedient to
appoint an auditor or auditors for the munici-
pality in the month of November or in the
month of December in each year, and thereafter
while such by-law remains in force, the council
shall appoint an auditor ér auditors in the
month of November or in the month of Decem-
ber, according to the tenor of the by-law,
instead of at its first meeting after being
duly organized.”

10. Section 309 of the said act, is repealed
and the following is substituted therefor :

“ Notwithstanding anything in this act con-
tained, the council of any municipality may
appoint an auditor, who shall daily or otherwise
as directed by the council, examine and report
and audit the accounts of the corporation in
conformity with any regulations or by-laws of
the council, and who shall perform such other
duties as the council may by by-law direct.”
TREASURER'S STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS TO OTHER

MUNICTPALITTES,

11.-—(1) The treasurer of every municipality
paying money to the treasurer of any other
municipality, shall, on or before the seventh
day of January in each year, make up a state-
ment in detail showing the amounts of such
payments and the dates of the same for the
year ending on the 31st day of December last

receding, and he shall transmit such statement
vy vegistered letter to the head of the muniei-
ality, to whose treasurer the payments have
en made. :
DUTY OF REEVE OR MAYOR.

(2) The head of every municipality, upon
receiving such statement, shall cause the same
to be read at the meeting of the council and
shall also deliver the statement to the auditors
of his municipality before the auditing of the
accounts of the previous year. ?

REGISTRAR’S STATEMENT.

12. FEvery registrar of deeds, shall, on or
before the seventh day of January in each year,
make up and transmit to the head of any muni-
cipality to which he has made payments in
accordance with the provisions of the *Registry
Act” during the preceding year a statement
signed by him showing the amounts go paid
and the dates of payment, and the head of the
municipality receiving such statements shall
cause same to be laid before the auditors
when auditing the accounts of the previous
year, and shall also read such statements at the
first meeting of the council held after the
receipt thereof.

AUDITORS TO STAMP AND INITIAL VOUCHERS.

13. _The auditor or auditors of every muni-
cipality after the examination of every account,
voucher, receipt and paid debenture submitted
to them for audit, shall stamp in indelible
letters thereon the word (audited), and shall
also initial the same, and the municipality
shall furnish a suitable stamp and pad for that
purpose.

COLD STORAGE.

14, The said act is amended by adding the
following section thereto :

331a.

The corporation of any city may

establish and carry on the business of cold
storage in connection with or upon the city’s
rfuarket property, and may pass by-laws there-
or.

15. Sub-section 1 of section 386 of the said
act is hereby amended by inserting therein
after the words ** public school houses,” in the
ninth line thereof, the words “‘or for electric
light works in towns having a population of
5,000 or under.”

LIMIT OF AMOUNT TO BE BORROWED.

16.—(1) Sub-section 2 of section 435 of the
said act is repealed and the following substi-
tuted therefor :

¢(2) Thé amount so borrowed and outstand-
ing shall not, in the ease of any municipality
other than a county, exceed eighty per cent. of
the amount collected as taxes, to pay the
ordinary current expenditure of the munici-
pality in the preceding municipal year, and in
the case of a county, the amount so borrowed
and outstanding shall not at any time exceed
the amount to be raised and paid over to the
county by the local municipalities therein for
ordinary expenditure for county: purposes for
the current municipal year, and in the event of
any council authorizing the borrowing of any
larger sum than the amount limited by this
sub-section, the members of the council who
vote therefor shall be disqualified from holding
any municipal office for the period of two years.

{2) The said sub-section 2 shall not be held
to have applied heretofore to a town or town-
ship any portion of which is situate within two
miles of a city containing more than 100,000
inhabitants, nor shall the said sub-section
apply to such town or township until the last
day of the next ensuing session of this Legis-
lature, but it shall thereafter apply to such
municipalities.

17. Section 506 of the said act is hereby
amended by adding thereto the following sub-
section :

“(2) In the case of the Crown Attorney of
the city of Toronto, the City Council of the
city of Toronto shall provide proper offices,
t,ogeﬂ’xer with fuel, light, stationery and furni-
ture.’

18. Sub-section 1 of section 565 of the said
act is amended by striking out the words
““water privileges ; and they may for the pur-
pose of such acquisition, development repairs
and user,” in the 8th and 9th lines, and insert-
ing in lieu thereof the words ‘“ water privileges
and lands, inclnding the erection, improvement
and repair of buildings in connection therewith;
and they may for the purposes aforesaid.”

19. Section 574 of the said act is amended
by adding the following sub-section thereto :

5, For authorizing the Park Commissioner
or other officer appointed by the council of any
city of over 100,000 inhabitants to cut down
and remove all decayed trees, and remove and
transplant any trees, shrubs or saplings grow-
ing or planted in any public place, square,
highway, street, lane or alley, or other
means of communication under its control,
after giving forty-eight hours notice of the in-
tention so to do, and the corporation shall not
be liable to any owner or owners of adjoinin
property for any act so performed.’s Provide
that no live tree, unless within 20 feet of other
trees, shall be removed without the consent of
the owner of the property in front of which
such tree is situate.

AGKEEMENTS RE FIRE ENGINES AND ROAD

MACHINERY,
20. Section 687 of the said act is hereby

amended by adding thereto the following sub-
sections :

(7) The councils of two or more adjoining

municipalities, whether in the same county or
not, may enter into an agreement for the pur-
chase of and may purchase jointly a fire engine
and other appliances for the purpose of fire
protection, or roadmaking ms.cginery and ap-
pliances. The councils of such municipalities
may in and by such agreement determine the
proportion of the purchase money and yearly
cost of managing and maintaining such fire
engine and appliances or other machinery and
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Lpglianeaa to be borne by each municipality,
and the place or places where the same shall
be kept, and all other matters and things
Necessary and proper in the maintenance and
use of the engine and other machinery and
'Ppha.nces, and each council shall, as to the
assessing and levying of its proportion, proceed
a8 hereinbefore in this section provided.

_(8) Where the councils of two or more muni-
Cipalities purchase a fire engine and appliances
e making machinery and appliances
L:mtly, the reeves of such municipalities shall

the trustees, having the care and control of
Such engine, machinery and appliances,

SPECIAL DRAINAGE DEBENTURES.

2L. (1) In the case of any drainage work
he"ekgfore constructed and to be executed by
Pumping embanking or other mechanical opera-
bions, the cost of which exceeds the sum of
,000, the council of any municipality which
has issued debentures to provide for payment
O the cost of said drainage work by annual
Instalments of principal ans interest, may from
me to time issue debentures bearing interest
8% a rate of not less than 4 ger cent. per
Ahnum, payable half-yearly, for the purpose of
s"ang off and retiring, as they fall due, the
d° ntures, or any of the debentures, falling
4ue during the first five years of the term dur-
Ing which the debentures issued for the cost of
SOnstructing the drainage work are g:ya.ble,
and with the proceeds of the said debentures
d issued may retire the debentures falling due
them" the said period of five years, or any of
(2) The debentures issued under this section
#hall not, exceed five in number and shall be for
®qual amounts, and one of such debentures
thall be made payable in each year, commenc-
ngmh the first year after the expiration of
for Period during which the debentures issued
:" the cost of construction of such drainage
ork are to be peid off.
(3) Any council which issues debentures
%}‘ this section shall levy in each year after
issue thereof a special rate upon the pro-
Perty assossed for the drainage work for the
Plypmm of the interest falling due from time
o t“}le on the said debentures, and shall also
% VY in each year in which any debenture issued
er this section falls due a special rate on the
s""Perty so assessed sufficient to pay off such
ebenture,
(4) This section shall remain in force for a
od of three years from the date of the -
:‘3‘” this Act, and at the expiration of the
thl'd Period shall be deemed to be repealed, but
18 shall not affect the validity of any deben-
this . 2sued or other acts lawfully done under
18 section while the same remains in force.
2. Sub-section 3 of section 4 of ‘‘ The Act
“'p"“t'{ng the Slaughtering of Cattle and the
I.:?ectlon of Milk and Meat Supplies of Citics
& 1owns” jg repealed and the following sub-
Stituteq thereforp:'ea .
tio(z) “‘ This section shall not come into opera-
ta) and no proceedings thereunder shall be
k'j!l un

til the close of the next session of the
t“l'e.”

CITIES MAY BONUS IRON WORKS.

2. . “The Municipal Act” is amended by
Tting therein the following as section 700a:
The council of any city may pass by-
l:mwéim‘ granting aid by way of bonus to pro-
iron the establishment of rolling mills and
sam Works in the same manner and to the
dj 1€ extent and - subject to like terms and con-
aiq 1 3 in the case of by-laws for granting
In the promotion of iron smelting works,
Sectic: the provisions of the last precedin
to on shall sgplx to by-lawe for granting ai
Tl Promote the erection or establishment of
b ling mijjs and iron works which may hereafter
Jan , or which, since the first da{‘oi
M‘?"’y, 1898, have been submitted to and have
city ved the assent of the ratepazem of any
%%‘:lhﬁed to vote thereon, and may here-
Passed by the council of such city.

County Valuators.

A report laid before the County Council
of Elgin at their January session showed
that in thirty-two counties of the Province
from which returns had been received
ten had appointed valuators.

1. In Ontario valuators were appointed
seventeen years ago. Each of their re-
ports have been satisfactory, except the
last one, which was appealed by four
municipalities to the County Judge and
finally settled. In this county three
valuators were appointed. They received
no directions from the County Council,

except to perform their duties as required

by statute. They were paid $200 for the
valuation.

2. In Dufferin two valuators were ap-
pointed, and reports were satisfactory.
They were directed to go up and down
the concessions of each township and
value the lots at so much per acre ; also to
note improvements as to buildings, etc.
For this they received about $300 each.

3. In Bruce two valuators were ap-
pointed. No directions were given. They
received $3 per day when actually em-
ployed.

4. In Grey three valuators have twice
been appointed, the last time in 1883, and
the report was satisfactory. The following
directions were given by by-law of the
County Council :

(1) “They shall provide themselves with
a book or books, in which they shall keep
a record of their proceedings as valuators.

(2) They shall commence on the 15th
of February and continue until the work
is fully completed.

(3) It shall be their duty, as far as
practicable, to ascertain the relative value
of the real property in each municipality
in the county.

(4) They are required to note, as near
as possible, the general character of the
different parts of each township, classify-
ing the same as rock, swamp, stony or
good land, according to circumstances,
and shall fix an average cash value on the
lands in each such locality to the best of
their judgment, it being most desirable
that the work should be thoroughly
done.

(s) After having inspected the several
municipalities, they shall, from the infor-
mation obtained by them, fix the average
value of each municipality to the best of
their judgment in all cases, keeping in view
the amount of cleared land, facilities of
market and any other special advantage
one municipality may possess over
another.

(6) They shall also note the several
towns and villages in each municipality
and report on the value thereof from such
sources of information as they may possess
themselves of.

(7) Should any other matters that may
be considered of importance for the in-
formation of the council occur to the
valuators in connection with their duties
they were to report the same to the
council.
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(8) On the final completion of their
labors they shall report to this council the
results of their valuation under oath. .

The valuators were paid $3 per day
while actually engaged, exclusive of sta-
tionery. They were required to hand in a
detailed statement as to their work each
day.

. In Hastings two valuators were ap-
pointed in 1866. Their report was not
satisfactory, and was never adopted.

6. In Wellington two valuators were
appointed, and their report was satisfac-
tory. They were directed to value the
real property in the various municipalitie:
as required by statute. :

7. In Victoria two valuators were ap-
pointed in January, 1896, and reported in
June, 1897. Some complaints were re-
ceived from municipalities, but no appeals,
and the report was adopted by the coun-
cil. They were directed to value each lot
and sub-division of lot forming or consti-
tuting a separate property, entering each
lot or property and the value thereof in
books provided by the council, and for
this they were to be paid the sum of $500
each.

8. In Frontenac three valuators were
appointed in 1876, but their report was
very unsatisfactory. They were paid $650.

9. In Perth two valuators were appoint-
ed, and their report was satisfactory. No
directions were given them. They re-
ceived $630, being ninety days each at
$3.50 per day.

ro. In Peterborough two valuators were
appointed, and their report was satisfac-
tory. They valued each lot separately
and received $500 each.

MEMBERS’ WAGES.

The same report stated that in twenty-
six of the counties the members of the
council receive $3 per day and mileage -
for attendance at sessions and committees;
in five counties they receive $2z per day,
and in one county $3 per day for attend-
ing meetings of council and $2 per day
for committees.

The city engineer of Guelph is prepar-
ing plans for a sewage system. The
disposal of the sewage will be accomplish-
ed by filteration through the soil.

The model roads constructed -during
recent years by the Massachusetts High-
way Commissioners are furnishing object
lessons to the local authorities which they
are taking very much to heart. A striking
proof of this is the fact that while in 189z
there were 27 steam rollers engaged on
township roadmaking, there were 125
rollers in ' 1897, and the number of stone
crushers has increased in proportion.
The commission builds these roads in
short sections far apart, the 45 miles con-
structed during the past year being located
in 8o townships. The result of this
widespread building of model high-
ways is the education of the people
generally to what a good road really is,
and their refusal to accept anything else
from their local builders,
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Practical Suggestions as to the Duties of
Boards of Health in Rural
Municipalities.

By P. H. Bryce, M. D, Sccretary Provincial Board of
Health,

Ina previous letter I pointed out the
steps by which the work of boards of
health has progressed since 1882, in
Ontario, the reasons why such good
work has been done by them as at
present constituted, and endeavored to
make clear the limitations of such work
— owing to their operations as now over
limited areas —and pointed out how
municipal evolution in Ontario and the
health and municipal needs of the pro-
vince now demand the adoption of larger
sanitary areas, over which a medical
health officer, trained along the lines of
modern biological and chemical science,
should be appointed in every county, 1o
devote all his time and energies to work
directly or indirectly connected with the
public-health.

1 shall indicate as briefly as possible
what he would be able to do if a number
of rural municipalities were grouped under
his jurisdiction as is mow provided for
under an amendment to the Public
Health Act in 1890.

CONTROL OF FOOD PRODUCTS.

In our older and most progressive
counties there are three chief classes of
food produced ; animal products, such as
cheese and butter, dressed meat products,
and fruit products. Taking the question
of the relation of such an officer to the
cheese and butter produced in a single
county I shall illustrate by taking the
work in a single county as Elgin. In
Elgin there were twenty-three cheese
factories in operation in 1896. From the
total milk supplied I have estimated that
gooo cows were utilized to supply the
34,339,669 pounds of milk to the factor-
jes, sent by 1664 patrons. There were
thus for an assumed 150 days an average
of almost exactly 10,000 pounds of milk
used by each factory daily, or 1000
gallons of a most readily decomposable
fluid to be disposed of after séparation
from the whey in addition to ali the floor
washings of the factory. The history of
twenty-five years cheese-making and of
many years’ - inspection by travelling in-
spectors, the complaints of the cheese
buyers, and the appeals to the Provincial
Board of Health to aid in some manner
to institute sanitary measures for dealing
with these waste products, fully illustrate
the failure of the past methods to effec-
tually deal with such. Their immediate
effects are to produce a notable deterior-
ation in the commercial value of the
factory products and to create, with the
piggeries often close to them, the most
serious nuisance which health officers

“have to deal with in a rural municipality.

The evil continues for three reasons; first,
members of rural councils and health
boards are very often patrons of the
factory, second, that though they may be

anxious to do something they do not
know how to effect the remedy, and third,
that the inspector who has several hun-
dred factories to inspect cannot enforce
improvements nor direct their completion.
Such work a county medical officer with
twenty-three factories in his district and
exact knowledge of the methods of sewage
disposal, could direct and see the factory
placed in a sanitary condition.

INSPECTION OF CATTLE.

In addition. to the sanitation of the
factory, there is the general interest
attaching to the cows supplying the milk.
1t is wholly contrary to experience that
all the 9,000 cows should be in good
condition, and when tuberculosis is being
proved to exist in so many herds even-in
limited degree it is plain that there should
be established means of supervision of
herds supplying this essential article of
food to the people. The same principle
of inspection should apply even more to
animals slaughtered for meat, since many,
which by reason of their diseased condi-
tion would not pay as milk producers, are
only too quickly hurried off to the butcher.
This necessary work naturally brings the
officer, who by his laboratory is in a posi-
tion to aid the veternarians by determin
ing with precision the nature of the
diseased tissues, into the close:t touch
with those of his district.

INSPECTION OF DISEASES OF FRUIT.

In the new and so recently developed
field of fruit raising there is a field which
is immediately related to the laboratory
work of the biologist. The matter of
fruit diseases is very largely indeed a work
in the biology of fungi and bacteria.
Their life-processes are the same as those
of the micro-organisms of fermentation,
of putrefaction, and of contagious dis
eases in men and animals. The student
of one obtains knowledge of all, so that
the medical biologist with a laboratory
not only studies diphtheria and tuberculosis
but equally studies fermentations and
fungi.

INVESTIGATION OF OQUTBREAKS OF
CONTAGIOUS DISEASES.

As to what such an officer would do in
dealing directly with contagious disease
outbreaks actually present in man I need
hardly point out. In his laboratory he
would determine within twenty-four hours
the character of every case of suspected
throat disease a swab from which was
sent to him, and on his report the sani-
tary inspector of the township would
take action at once with the local physi-
cian to isolate the patient. Further, he
would keep on hand antitoxins for diph-
theria, tuberculin for cattle, vaccine
matter for vaccinating school children of
his district, all of fresh and approved
quality. What a boon to the busy local
practitioner such an officer would be, may
be showp by the single illustration that
for one city of 10,000 the provincial board
of health within the last thrie months of
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1897 examined over j3oo swabs from
throats in diptheria cases, and enabled
the local physicians and local boards of
health to isolate cases till danger as
indicated by the freedom of the throat
from bacteria had passed.

INSPECTION OF SCHOOLS.

Such an officer would, however, extend
his practical work to inspection of all
school buildings within his district, and
theie give practical effect to the recom-
mendations of the County School Tnspec-
tor in the matter of ventilation, sanitation
of outbuildings and the cond:tion of the
water supply. He would, however, do
much more than this. He would sys-
tematize enquiry into the cause of ab-
sences from school of the children, and
take immediate steps to limit the spread
of any outbreak of discase, since, as the
Public. Health Act requires, every teacher
is required to notify the health authorities
of any actual or suspected case of disease
in the schools.

But inasmuch as it is yearly being made
plainer from the mortality returns for the
Province that typhoid fever prevails almost
wholly in those municipalities which have
no public water supply, and is directly
traceable in almost every case to polluted
well waters, such an officer would not
only extend his investigation to different
farm and village premises, but would be
on hand whenever a case was reported to
actually examine the supply of drinking
water, and not only prevent second cases
on the premises, but also the extension of
the disease to persons who might receive
milk and milk products from those places
where infected water is used to wash milk
cans.

SANITARY SURVEY OF COUNTIES.

Such and other similar work done
would become the routine work of such
an officer, while in many counties he could
gradually collate such a mass of evidence
and experience as would determine what
telluric and malarial influences are at
work as undrained soils, drowned land,
mill ponds, etc., causing a more or less
constant depreciation of the health of
residents upon certain areas. But enough
has been said to indicate what a boon
such a trained expert officer would be to
every community, and it appears to us
that little more is needed than to point
out the facts, which have here been set
forth to the members of our rural councils
and to point out the economy of such'a
measure, not only in lives and in commer-
cial advantages, but also in actual salaries
for health officers, in order to have such
desirable changes speedily brought into
effect.

At the recent municipal election in
Chatham a plebisite was taken regarding
the permanent employment of a city
engineer, which resulted in 886 votes for
a city engineer and 209 against—a major-
ity of 677 in favor of such an official.
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Good Roads and Dairying.

There
the ¢

;e are two distinct objects before
Salrymen of Ontario to-day. One of
nf;ie 1s the securing of a better quality of
angg' and cheese, in order that the
other l{)m product will be superior to all
oy rands of ol?'ered for sale in the
Ob'egn market. The second of these
Jects is the cheaper manufacture of
Utter and cheese,
Chan ]Producing cheese and butter more
Cheaply they can be sold at a profit more
erse?ny’ thereby enabling Canada to un-
b and drive from the foreign market,
€ Particularly the English market,
’ Not only will cheaper
pr:i‘;?tlgh give greater control of this
Livrons’ ut with lower prices there will be
ater demand for the dairy products
Mario and a greater quantity con-
the ma" or it need scarcely be said that
the Jority of families in
1€ old world, as well as
& W, are compelled
‘heif:mce _€conomy §in
bt Omestic affairs, and
e“;lels cents a pound
S€ at r2 cents a
:?el::d Will ind a much
» enef sale than is created
anq Ult:ris at 25 cents
Canag. €€se at 20 cents.
70 per\l has secured about
cheony €ent. of the English
Hrie Market, and there
why t:.m be no reason
hog Obtl§ Country should
of th 4N the greater part
. € remainder.
% o H

.0 Toads would ve
g:;tenally assist in pro duz
ang j tter qQuality of butter and cheese,
a €Creasing the cost of their manu-
these ith regard to the latter of
ture, d reducmg the. cost of manufac-
mijk Co)l:ldmea“s of improved roads the
ing, i be drawn greater d stances,
€ Work ;“ Some cases, one factory to do
Yot gy or Whlqh two are now required.
livi g cg’ S0, bu.t In ‘many sections farmers
are pre Mparatively close to the factories

T

vented f) 5 % % L
to rom sending their milk to
to e, 1ACtory by N :

traverseq.
actories

GOOd r

Y means of the bad roads
k To increase the output
n the o means a great reduction
of emplost of production. The number
"quirag Ye€s and the cost of “the plant

manufacmar‘;e very much the same for
:'rn bUtter
oun

fOu t.‘

"8 a small amount of cheese
23 for manufacturing a large
R evls IS a principle which is
. anaﬂy variety of manufacturing
2 cheese factories and cream-
L an exception to the rule.

8 e s 2 i
ai: ll}ustratipn of this, and one
largeg = Wrectly in point, we have the
SAmery in the world in St

Albans, Vermont. Between 3,000 and
4,000 pounds of butter is the daily output.
St. Albans is a railway centre, and because
of this the creamery was located.there, in
order that milk could be brought hundreds
of miles by rail. By manufacturing in
large quantities they can afford to pay the
cost of railway transportation. Railways
are merely smooth, hard roads with easy
grades, making carriage cheap. What
railways have done for the creamery in
St. Albans good roads will do-on a smaller
scale for the creameries and cheese fac-
tories in Ontario.
* * *

Good roads would decrease the cost of
drawing milk from the farm to the factoery
and the cheese from the factory to the
railway. The milk routes could be made
longer and larger loads could be carried.
It was a few years ago stated before the
Dairymen’s Association by ,Mr. Andrew
Pattullo, M. P. P, at that time its presi-
dent, that theactual cost of drawing milk
to the factory amounted to $1,000 for
each factory, and probably more. In
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consideration of the longer routes and
larger loads one can readily believe that
good roads would reduce this expenditure
by oniethird. There are 1,100 factories
in this Province, and the saving from this
item alone would amount to between
$300,000 and $400,000 annually,

* *® &

There is a feeling, and a very general
one, that the cost of manufacture is now
too great; that too much money is re-
tained by the factories as the cost of pro-

duction. In 1896 the total value of
cheese manufactured was $8,646,735. Of
this $7,040,927 was returned to the

patrons, leaving $1,605.808 as the total
cost of manufacture. This sum amounts
to about 15 cents per pound of cheese.
Prof. Dean, of the Ontario Agricultural
Col'ége, has estimated that the actual cost
of manufacturing ons pound of cheese
is three-quarter of a cent. The returns
from various factories show that the cost
of ‘hauling and transportation reaches in
many cases 2 cents and® 214 cents per
pound. It has been estimated that the
actual cost of making and hauling milk
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and cheese should be reduced to r cent
per pound in order to make dairying
profitable. Those who have considered
this question are convinced that the effect
of good roads would be to' reduce the
average cost of manufacture and hauling
by one-half cent a pound, bringing “the
total cost to one cent, the condition at
which dairying would pay. What do we
then find? In 1896 there was an output
from Ontario’s factories of 104,393,985
pounds of cheese. A saving of one-haif
cent per pound would amount to over
half a million dollars annually. That
amount is about 6 per cent of the total
value of cheese manufactured.
* - * *

The quality of the cheese would be im-
proved by having better roads. That
continued jolting and churning - which
milk receives in being drawn long dis-
tances over rough roads is very injurious
has been demonstrated by those who are
qualified to discuss this branch of the
question.

* ® "o

In 1896 the total value
of cheese ‘and butter
manufactured in the fac-
tories in this Province was
about $9,000,000, the
greater proportion of
which was exported. In
the preduction of this
about one-third of the
population of the rural
districts of Ontario was
directly interested. In the
production of milk, butter
*a d cheese there  is ‘in-
vested at least $175,000,-
- 000, while the total annual
production has a value of

$35,000,000. ;
* # R

Dairymen have othet
standpoints from which
to regard thisymatter. They are citizens
ot Ontario, interested from a personal
as well as a patriotic standpeint in
the welfare of this Province. They are
engaged in other branches which will be
benefitted by good roads. They own
land the value of which will be enhanced
by good roads. They have children in
whose happiness and prosperity they are
more deeply interested, perhaps, than:
their own, and whose daily journey to the
school should not be interrupted by bad
roads. There is the church to attend, the
public meeting and the performance of
various social duties with which bad roads
interfere.

* * *

Dairying is but one industry in many.
The agricultural produce of this Province
has an annual value, it is estimated, of
$200,000,000, all of which has te be
drawn over bad roads. If the citizens of
this Province could realize the amount
we are every year paying for bad roads
they would have learned the secret o
much agricultural gnd ¢ommercial de
pression. :

T T r—
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From Inaugural Addresses.

The Mayor of Belleville, J. W. Jobn-
son, in his recent inaugural address drew
attention to the fact that the council of
this year would have to deal with a water-
works question. The present agreement
with the company expires in May next.
In the course of his address Mr. Johnson
said :  “Whether the city or company is
to operate the works it will be our duty to
see that every citizen shall have the
opportunity of securing water in his house
if he desires it, that the pipes shall be
brought to his fence or lot without any
outlay on his part and that the price to
be charged for water will be within the
means of the people.” Mayor Johnson
recommends that a committee at once
proceed to collect facts and data with
regard to the cost and working of water
plants.

s *

The Mayor of St. Catherines, W. B,
Gilleland, referring to street work said :

“An important improvement has been
made in the large area of permanent side-
walks that have been put down during
the year, something exceeding three miles
of this walk having been completed. No
doubt the present council will, where
needed, continue the work already begun.
And the necessity of making a beginning in
permanent improvments upon our streets
cannot but be apparent to all of us who
have witnessed the condition of many of
our principal streets during the mild
weather of the past fall and early winter;
and I would earnestly invite your best
efforts during the present year to the
accomplisment of that object. Even if
we are only able to do a small portion of
a street, it will be a beginning and 1 feel
satisfied the ratepayers will not object to
the improvement along those lines when
they see the work under way and being
done in a permanent manner, and 1 feel
confident that the gentlemen comprising
this year’s council are fully alive to this
important matter and the benefit the city
will derive in many ways in having work
of a substantial and lasting character
done upon our streets.”

- * *

Mayor-elect Livingston, of Kingston,
said: “The waterworks department has
been a paying concern ever since its ac-
quirement. The increases in consumiers
and water consumption for the past ten
years are abundant reasons for the city’s
purchase. I wish that more of our
franchises were in the hands of the cor-
poration. The plant of the waterworks is
complete and ample for some years, and
the surplus carried over from 1897 gives
hope that the committee may see its way
to further aid the consumers either by
reduced rates or by the extra charges with
which many are billed. The tax for use
of hose and boulevards might reasonably
come under this review. Well kept
boulevards enhance the beauty of our
streets, but if neglected there is scarcely
anythinz that will detract moz2 from the

good appearance of the city. Their
proper care should be encouraged and to
this end, in my opinion, the necessary
water should, under certain conditions be
provided free.”

* * *

The Mayor of Guelph, James Hewer,
outlining the work of the Board of Works,
said: *“This committee will have some
very important questions to come before
them this year.

(1) The buying of a steam roller and
stone crusher.

(2) The question of making good
roads.

(3) The doing away with the ward
appropriations.
As Mr. Campbell, Provincial Road

Commissioner, emphasized these matters
in his able report on this question to the
council, which has been referred to this
committee, it would be well for them to
consider the above questions at once and
report to the council as soon as possible.

Last year the sum of $4,500 was spent
on our streets, this does not include the
money spent on bridges. This is a very
large sum, and I beg to call your attention
to the fact that for several years before we
started to have permanent sidewalks no
more than this amount was spent, and we
used to lay a large number of new plank
sidewalks out of it. Last year no new
plank walks were laid. 1 think a smaller

appropriation could be done with by the
committee.”

Bridges.

Whenever an unusually heavy rain floods
a section of the country we read about a
number of bridges having been washed
out. Such occurrences are generally re-
garded with considerable equanimity, as if
it were in the natural order of things that
abutments and piers are underwashed
or superstructures carried away by floods,
which surely should never have reached
them.

The grading of the highway and the
building of the substructure reduces the
free waterway in time of floods, a deepen-
ing of the water channel, often also a
shifting of the watercourse caused by the
dying out of the vegetation takes place,
and these changes in the watercourse are
most important in designing the founda-
tions, and unless taken well into consid-
eration may cause the destruction of the
bridge in a short time.

This washing out in this way of tem-
porary wooden structures is one of the
greatest sources of waste in many munici-
palities. Steel bridges, skilifully built,
properly cared for, en secure foundations
of masonry or concrete, should be well
considered by every council which will this
year have to undertake bridge and culvert
construction. It is not the first cost, but

othe ultimate cost, which should be con-

sidered, and timber has become too valu-
able in the older portions of Ontario to
be able to compete with iron, masonry
and conerete in the building of bridges,
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The London Disaster.

The city of London, Ontario, will erect
a new city hall. At the close of the may-
oralty contest, on the evening of January
3rd last, the old hall cellapsed, killing
23 people and wounding nearly 200 others.

The city hall had done duty for nearly
half a century. That it was known to be
unsafe is apparent from the fact that danc-
ing in it had been forbidden. There will
perhaps be an investigation. That is a
matter which should have been undertaken
betore this awful loss of life occurred.
The real responsibility rests with a public
which permits a building of this kind to
remain in use.

Every few years from some part of the
American continent the warning is sound-
ed. A theatre, a church or a public hall
which has become unsafe from age or
defective construction gives way, bringing
disaster to those assembled in it. Such
accidents always occur under an unusual
strain, when the crowd is greatest and the
circumstances most favorable to. wide-
spread fatality and injury. In a great
number of Ontario towns and cities there
are buildings which are already absolutely
unsafe, while others are rapidly appreach-
ing that condition. Experience has
taught us that it is impossible to limit at
all times the number of people entering
such a place. Any building which cannot
be considered sufficiently strong to hold
with perfect safety the largest number of
people its capacity will accommodate for
dancing or under similar conditions of
excitement is absolutely unfit for any
public use whatever.

Lack of System.

The statement made by the mayor of
Guelph in his annual message quoted in
another column emphasizes most forcibly
the wastefulness which characterizes muni-
cipal affairs in Ontario. Commenting op
the annual expenditure, Mayor Hewer
said : “This is a very large sum, and
beg to call your attention to the fact that

for several years before we started perma- _

nent sidewalks no more than this ameunt
was spent.”

In view of the fact that Guelph has}
now twenty miles of artificial stone side-
walks, the importance of this statement
will be realized.
tion of the unsystematic scattering O
money in repairs and in temporary work:

This lack of system is the cause of ba

streets and bad roads the continent ovel: =

The Bureau of Highways in California, i8

pointing out the cause of bad roads i

that state says: “ The work on our high?
ways has been carried on without methi
or system ; the money has been wastefullf
and injudiciously expended.” 2
There was a time in the history of thi
Prevince when skilled roadmaking and ;
systematic work could not be expecte®
but Ontario has outgrown these swaddling
garments. The growth has come 5 |
gradually that we have scarcely yet realize® |

{

its magnitude. !

3 3

It is an utter condemna”
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Good Roads in Quebec.

The second annual meeting of the
Good Roads Association of the district of
Bedford was held in Sweetsburg on the

« 6th of January last. The convention was
largely attended and was most succes-ful.
A motion declaring in favor of abolishing
Statute labor was carried, and by another
motion, the association expressed its ap-
Proval of the policy of the Quebec Gov-
ermment in assisting county councils to
Purchase road-making machinery. The
president of the association, Hon, W. W.
Lynch, judge for the superior court for
the district, in the course of his opening
address, a most eloquent appeal on be-
half of good rcads, said :

“I frankly confess that I have learnt,
fl‘qm very brief and hasty investigation of
this subject, that we are not as badly off
In comparison with others as I had sup-
Posed we were ; that

the State to do it. We all know that the
making of good roads requires a careful
study of the subject, and practical ex-
perience, such as most of the farmers do
not possess. I believe that almost every
farmer will save in the cost of getting his
produce to market a sum greater than his
individual tax by the substitution of good
roads for the very poor ones so prevalent
throughout the KEmpire State.” New
Jersey, which is said to have made the
greatest progress in road improvement of
any of the States has a Good Roads
Association whose motto is “good roads
decrease taxalion, decrease living ex-
penses, increase property values, increase
farmers’ incomes, increase railroad busi-
ness, and promote prosperity and civiliza-
tion.” By the law of that State the cost
of building the principal thoroughfares is
placed one-third on the State, one-third
on the abutting land-owners, and the

We are not alone in
the effort to improve
our highways, and
that there are others
who are encounter-
Ing the same diffi-
culties which beset
us in this effort, and
the fact that in the
great, wealthy and
Pprosperous Province
of Ontario all the
roads are not just
what they should be,
and that in 1896
it became necessary
to commission our
friend, Mr. Camp-
bell, to go, not
alone to the back-
settlements, but to
Prosperous villages,
towns and even
Cities and preach
the gospel of better
roads to the inhabi-
tants, and it would
appear that notwith-
standing the advanced education of the
People, the persuasive and captivating elo-
quence of our friend, he is not always equal
to the task of convincing the ratepayers that
n their own interests road improvement is
necessary and desirable. The same ex-
perience meets the road reformer in the
Provinces down by the sea. But what was
my amazement to discover that the same
complaints, the same agitation and the
same lukewarmness exists in all of the
States of the American Union from Ver-
mont to Georgia, from Dakota to New
York. The Leiutenant-Governor of the
State of New York in a speech made on
the 5th of July last said: *Legislation
directed to the encouragement of good
roads failed during the legislative $ession
of 1897 because of the oppositien of the
farm-owners of the State, who naturally
prefer to make the road running through
their farms themselves rather than to pay
‘what~is required for some department of

~

remainder on the county, In sixty-two
years $1,400,000 was expended in the
building of 300 miles of permanent road,
of which the State paid one-third. The
movement has acquired such dimensions
and assumed such proportions that the
National Government of the United States
has taken hold of it, and has established
a road enquiry division in connection

WORLD.

STONE CRUSHER, WITH ROTARY SCREEN ATTACHED.

with the Department of Agriculture under

the direction of General Stone. Its work
is educational, by means of bulletins
issued from time to time, and by the con-
struction of sample roads in different par's
of the States.

I have no hesitation in concluding
that our roads are not as bad as
they might be, and if they are not worse,
it 1s not altogether the fault of those,
in many instances, who have charge
of them. But they should be infinitely
better than they are, and with a little
effort they can easily be made so. With
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the exception of the western and north-
eastern sections of the district, the soil,
except in places, is admirably adapted to
road construction, and under intelligent
direction, there exists no good reason why
our roads at all seasons of the year should
not be put on a footing to compare favor-
ably with roads in any part of the world.

Objections to Steel Trackways.

Referring to the steel trackway proposed
to be laid for regular traffic, Brick says:
“This form of track is anything but a
new idea. It is nothing else but the old,
longitudinal railway °‘sleeper,’ and, like
this, it has to be tied at intervals to pre-
vent spreading. The very first railroads
that were built did not have ties as used
to-day, but the rails were fastened onto
¢ sleepers’ running in the direction of the
rails, that is, longitudinal sleepers. These
sleepers were laid
on and secured to
stone posts sunk in
the ground. After-
ward iron longitudi-
nal sleepers of ex-
actly similar design
to those now pro-
posed were tried,
and fifteen or twenty
years ago we trav-
eled over many
miles of these on
Belgian railroads.
This track has not
come into general
use.

“Iron plates, 12
inches in width,
were laid on several
miles of streets in
London, England,
more than fifty years
ago. The object of
this was to reduce
the traction for very
heavytraffic between
the docks. The
iron plates were
found to be objectionable and had to be
removed, and granite slab were substituted,
the tracks generally have not met with
much favor, and the application of them
was not extended. We think that a road
of vitrified brick would be in every way
better and much more profitable in the
end. After ten years of use the brick
roadway should be as good as ever and
much more valuable than two streaks of
rust.”

)|

Misrepresentation makes mischief. Care
should be exercised in making compari-
sons. Statements have been made that
some states are paying $1,000 a mile for
good roads, while other states pay $2,000
for about the same thing: As a matter of
fact, the roads are very unlike and differ-
ently built. First-class, permanent stone
roads, well drained ‘and properly graded,
are likely to cost very much nearer the
latter figure than the former.
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QUESTION DRAWER.

Subscribers are entitled to answers to all ques-
tions submitted, if they pertain to Municipal
matters. It is particularly requested that all
facts and circumstances of each case submitted Jor
an opinion should be stated as clearly and ex-
plicitly as possible. Unless this request is com-
plied with it is impossible to give adequate advice.

Questions to insure insertion in the Jollowing
issue of paper should be received ar office of publi-
cation on or before the 20th of the month.

Communications requiringimmediate
attention will be answered free by
post, on receipt of a stamped address-
ed envelope. All questions answered
will be published, unless 81 Is enclosed
M

with request for private renly,

Dogs May be Killed.

29.—Q. U. D.—Supposing the assescor to
have assessed dogs in a township and furnished a
tag for each dog so assessed and a dog tax is im-
posed, can a person then shoot a dog or dogs ‘he
may see running without a tag in said township?

Yes, if the By-Law regulating the
running at larg2 of dogs so provides,

Treasurer & Trustee,

30.—J]. McC.—Can the same person be ap-
pointed (reasurer of a village when he is trustee,
secretary and treasuter of the public school of the
same village ?

Yes.

Aunditor for 1897 May be Reeve for 1898 -Nominations,

81.—J. M.—1. Cun a person who acted as
municipal auditor qualify as reeve the following
year without first resigning his office as auditor ?

2. Can a ratepayer legally nominate more
councilmen than he can vote for?

3. Would it be the duty of nominating officer
to object to persons so nomnated?

1. Assuming that he has no claim for
services rendered as auditor, the tact that
be has been such auditor d es not dis.
quaiify him,

2. Vel

3. No.

Mortgagee not Councillor—Proceedings to Disqualify.

32.—C. M.—Jones owns flour mill in corpora-
tion.  Corporation has mortgage against said mill,
the iast payment on which becomes due 315t Dec.,
which may or may not be paid on that date.
Jones is also_execuator or trustee to his brothec's
estate, who died some two years ago, said brother
being part owner in an electric light plant. Said
electric light company had and has a contract
with the corporation for street and town hall
lighting, said Jones still acting for his deceased
brother’s estate.  On nomination day, 27th Dec.,
said Jones was nominated, among others, for reeve
of village. All except said Jones retired from
the field within the time allowed by statute.
What I want to know is

1. Can said Jones legally qualify as reeve?
2. If said Jones cannot qualify, what are the

initiatory steps to be taken to prevent said Jones
from taking position as reeve ?

3. Should protest be entered before or at time
declaration of office is made, or should action be
deferred until later ?

1. No, Unless the mortgage was paid
off before nomination day, but his Pposi-
tion as executor would not disqualify him,

2. A motion must be made to the
coust Lo restrain him from acting as reeve,

3. The motion has to be made within
six weeks from the election or one month
alter acceptance of office,

Date of Meoting—Division Oonrt Clerk or Couneillor,
33.—T. J. R.—1. What date in January
does a new council meet to take oath of office?
2. Can a Division Court clerk be a meinbe
of a town municipal council ?

3. Can one man legally be clerk, treasurer,
assessor and collector of the one municipality

1. Mond:y, January 1oth, at 11 a. m.

2. Yes.

3 No.

No Nominations, Bffect of—TLegal Postponement of

Tax Sale,

34. —A. W.—At the nomination meeting to-
day there were only four ratepayers present,
and the hour passed by without any motions
being made, although their attention Was re-

peatedly drawn to the fact, Now what I want
to know is

1. Do the old council take their seat and
transact business for the ensuing year ?

2. Will their transactions be legal ?

3. If not, what steps am I to take in order to
have a legal council 7*

4. Our council passed a by-law in 1896, post-
poning the sale of land for arrears of taxes until
the summer of 1897, Then, in 1897, they
passed another by-law postponing the sale of
land until the summer of 1898, ow, if they
sell on this last by-law, will the sale be legal ?
If not, what procedure is necessary to have it
legal ?

1. The old countil shou'd
business of an urgent nature only.

2. Transactions of an urgent nature
would be legal but we would advise the
council not to transact any busincss
unless it is absolusely recessaty, exc pt to
appoint persons o cousitute a pew
council,

3. Section 186 of the Consolidated
Municipal Act, 1892, provides for a case
of this kind. It mukes it the duty of the
old council to appoint as many qualified
persons as may bz necessary to complete
the council. This had beter be done at
once.

4. Yés,

transact

Hotels and School Trustes Elections—Trustee Voters'
List—Husband and Wife May Vote—Municipal
Auditor and Schoel Accounts.

35.—T. W, 8.—The trustees of the Public
School Board in an incorporated village asked
the council to conduct their nominations and
elections, which was done. No election was
held for any member of the council, only for
trustees.

1. Must hotels be %ovc-.med respecting the
closing of bar-rooms the same as if there had
been an election for members of the council ?

2. What list to designate voters should be
used? The Voters' List of the municipality or
the assessment roll last revised ?

3. Could a wife, being owner, and a husband,
tenant to the same property, vote? The wife's
name is not on the Voters’ List, but is on the
assessment roll.

4. Who should pay the expenses of this elec.
tion, the council or the School Board ?

3. (a) Have the auditors appointed by the
council to audit the school aceounts ? (&) If so,

could a trustee act who has hitherto acted as
one-of

1 No.
2. It is the duty of the clerk of the
municipality to furnish “ The Voters’

couneii anditors ?
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List” of the municipality and also a list
of the names, alphabetically arranged, of
all ratepayers not being already upon
“ The Voters’ List.”

3. Subsection 7 of section 2, Public
Schools Act, 1896, says “Ratepayer” shall
mean any person entered on the last
revised assessment roll of the school
section for public school rates, and sec-
tion 12 says: Every ratepayer of the full
age of twenty-one years who is a public
school supporter of the section for which
such person is a ratepayer, etc,, shall be
entitled to vote at any election for school
trustee. There does not appear to be
anything in the school act to prevent the
wife from vo.ing under the circumstances.
The husband having been assessed is lia-
ble for the rate also and entitled to vote,

4. The municipality,

5. (@) Yes. (&) No, he would be
auditing his own accounts sa that the two
offices would be incompatible.

Bonus—Factory—Company Formed—8tockholder or
Councillor,

36.—F. J. C.—A party receives a bonus
from the corporation to start a factory in the
town. After receiving the bonus the party
getting the same gives a mortgage upon the
real estate comprising the factory, which mort-
gage contains certain conditions of agreement

etween the party and the corporation. After
this is all completed the party who' got the
bonus turns the factory into a joint stock com-
pany as part of the agreement in the mortgage
and becomes a stockholder., Now, in viéw of
the fact that that iz all the dealing with the
corporation by the party, is the party now dis-
qualified to be elected to the council ¥

It is largely guess work to answer this
question without copies of the agreement
between the parties. It may be that it
was part of the agreement that when the
private individual got a joint stock com-
pany formed which would assume and
has assumed his liability he should be
released. If that is so and he was under
no liability to the corporation at the
time of the election he is not dis-
qualified by reason of the fact that he
1S a member of a joint stock company,
A person who is a shareholder in an in
corporated company is not disqualified
but he is not entitled to vote upon any
question affecting the company.

When First Mosting of Gouncil Should be Held,

37.—W. M.—1Is the first meeting of a muni-
cipal council to be held on the second or third
Monday in Jannary? I saw an account of the
change in Tue MuNtorpAL WoRLD some time
ago. The council, after the meeting, were met
by the county councillors who told them it was
not the right day, and the meeting was not

valid,

Section 223 of the Consolidated Muni-
cipal Act, 1892, was amended by section 6
of the Municipal Amendment Act, 1896,
by making the first day of meeting the
second Monday instead of the third Mon-
day in January. The County Council
holds its first meeting on the fourth Tues-
day of the same month, Where a coun-
cil by mistake does not meet on the day
fixed by statute, but upon a -subsequent




day, the members ought to be netified of
the meeting.
Sohool Treasurer and Auditors—Railway Statute Labor,
Where to Perform.
38.—P. H.—i. Is a school treasurer sup-

Posed to show the cash he has on hand to the
2uditors when they are auditing his accounts ?

2. In case of a treasurer defaunlting can audi-
tors be held responsible ?

3. Please define the duties of Public School
Auditors,

4. Is it lawful for a school trustee to be also
S€cretary-treasurer

5. Should a railway company’s statute labor
be performed on the road division in which the

®pot is situated, or may it be performed on
any other division along the line of railway ?

L. Yes, if the auditors require him to
0 s0.

2. No.

3. We refer you to sections 21, 22 and
23 of the Public Schools Act, 18g6.

4. Yes.

5- Under sections 521, Consolidated

unicipal Act, 1892, township councils
May pass by-laws regulating the manner
and the divisions in which statute labor
Or commutation money shall be performed
Or expended.

Olerk Entitled to Registration Fees,

o 8,?-—(}. G.A.—Would a clerk of a dt(}’)wnbmllmi-
Pality (2,000 population) appointe y by-law
dated “Feb, 15t, ,1’1897, at am:\.]nry of be
entitled to receive the fees for registration of
rths, deaths and marriages, under 59 Vic.,
“hap, 17, section 31, over and above that salary
N presentation of the Registrar-General’s cer-
tificate to the treasurer? The above by-law
States that ““the clerk shall perform and dis-
charge all the duties required to be performed
the statutes of the Province and the by-laws
the corporation aforesaid relative to the
duties of his office as town clerk.”

Yes. See chap. 17, sec. 31, Ontario

Statutes, 1896.
High School Expense—Township Grants.

40.—J. R.—The municipality of the town-
ship of Niagara adjoins that of the town of

l4gara, and supplies 50 per cent. of the pu(}zils
ttending the high school in the town. The

Wn of Niagara comprises the high school dis-
trict. The only support given by the township

Wards the school is that paid through the
County grant,

Now, is there any legal reason why the town-.
'P council may not aid the school by money

grant if they are so disposed ?

We are of opinion that the Township
Ouncil has the power to grant aid to the
18h school under the authority of section

35, High Schools Act, 1896. The only
dTgument which can be urged against this
View is that the words “ in addition to the
3Um required to be raised by this Act,”
!mply that only a county or municipality
M a high school district, which are re-

duired to raise a certain amount, was
Intended,

Mayor's Vote—Non-Attendance of Members does not
Disgnalify Council. ;
% 41-~M.—Onc~. motion came in our counecil
nd fiye councillors were in favor of it and four
against it. The mayor voted with the
Togg? making five on each side, and motion was
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1. Has the mayor a right to vote against
when there is a majority of the councillors for,
say 5to4?

2. In case there would be no meeting of
council on account of the five councillors not

attending meeting, would the whole council be .

disqualified ?

1. Yes. The mayor may vote with the
other members on ail questions, and if by
reason of his so voting there is a tie the
question is negatived.

2. No. ]

Village Incorporated—School Section Arbitrators—New
Sections Wanted.

49.—F. H.—~The village of Hensall, havin,
been incorporated, transformed the village
parts of the townships of Tuckersmith and Hay
into a union school section,

On petition, an arbitration was appointed by
the threée municipalities concerned.

This arbitration under award detached that
part of the section belonging to Tuckersmith
and attached it to S. 8. No. 1, Tuckersmith
and the Hay portion (some 2,700 acres of land)
was left with the corporation of Hensall. On
appeal to the county council against this award,
another arbitration was appointed by that body.
This arbitration domchedp all the land situated
in Hay township from the village of Hensall,
and attached four lots to S. 8. No. 2 and the
remainder to S. 8. No, 14, all in Hay.

Now the guestion is, has the council of Hay
township power to re-arrange the boundaries of
this suhoo} section, after having received a peti-
tion asking to form three school sections out of
S. 8. No. 2, No. 14, and that portion taken
from the corporation of Hensall. The above
changes were all made during the year 1897,

Yes.

Gounvillors Resignation—Appointment of Olerk—Survey
of Boad Lines—Cost of.

43—A Rreve.—1. If a councillor sends in
his resignation to the reeve and other membérs
of the council has the council to accept the
same before he can drop ont of the council, or
does he become no longer a member of the
council by sending in the same ?

2. Is it a clerk’s duty to hold office till his
successor is appointed by by-law, or can he
give up doing any more for the council after he
takes the reeve’s and councillors’ declaration of
office ?

3. Isit lawful to appoint a clerk by resolu-
tion of the council, the old clerk refusing to
draw up a by-law to appoint a clerk ?

4. Did he leave himself open to the law by
refusing to draw up the by-law, he being asked
to do so by the council ?

5. A asks council to surve{; a boundary line
between two townships to show him where he
has to put up his fence along said boundary
line, claiming that his post has been destroyed
by fire, the line having been established by the
two townships. The two township councils
refuse to survey the same, it being already
surveyed. Ave they right in doing so?

6. A gets a man, not a surveyor, runs a line
which takes in the wagon track, which has
been travelled, and statute labor done on for
25 or 30 years. He says he will build his fence
on tvhe line which he run. Can the. council
compel A to take the fence off the road at A’s
expense ?

7. 1f he gets a legal surveyor and runs the
line taking in the wagon track, there not being
room left to travel on, can the councils
compel A to make a road as good as the one he
closed up in lien of the same at his own ex-
pense ?

8. If A builds his fence on the line he has
already run will the council have to get a
surveyor and run the line before they can
compel him to move his fence ?

9. If so who pays the costs of the same?

1. Yes. Section 179 Consolidated
Municipal Act, 1892, provides that any
mayor or other member of a council may,
with the consent of the majority of the
members present, to be entered on the
minutes of the council, resign his seat.

2. He is not bound to hold office any
longer than he wants to.

3. Section 282~provides that the power
of the council shall be exercised by by-
law when not otherwise authorized or pro-
vided for, and section 288 requires every
by-law to be signed by the head of the
corporation or the presiding officer and by
the clerk. As the latter section cannot
be complied with in the case of the ap-
pointment of a clerk, a by-law signed by
the head of the council, with the authority
of a majority, will be sufficient if the
present clerk refuse to sign it.

4. No.

5. The council is right.

6, 7, 8 and 9. We cannot answer these
until we have sufficient facts to determine
whether the road is a highway or not. If
the road is a public highway A may be
indicted for obstructing it.

Clerk to Preserve all Reoords.

44.—CrEerk.—The clerk of this municipality
was changed a year ago, the new clerk recejy-
ing the ks and other documents of the
township, consisting of minute books, cor-
respondence, pathmasters’ returns for fifteen
ears, returns of births; deaths and marriages
or a number of years, statutes of Ontario for
over twenty years. Is it the duty of the clerk
to keep for all time those things, or what length
of time should he preserve them ?

Unless there is some statute in a par-
ticular case authorizing the clerk to
destroy any document, it is his duty to
carefully preserve them.  (See section 11,
Registration of Births, etc., Act, 1896.)
It is not always easy to determine whether
some old letter or document may be use-
ful at some future time or not. We may
further say that it is a matter in any case
for the council and not the clerk, except
where there is some statute authorizing
him to destroy any property belonging to
the corporation.

Payment of Reeve and Counoillors for Servioes,

45.—J. B. H.—Is there any difference by
law between the salary of reeve and that of
councillors ?

Section 231, Consolidated Municipal
Act, 1892 (now section 538 (rh R. S. O,
1897), provides that councils of town.
ships and counties may pass by-laws for
paying members for their attendance in
council or while attending committee of
the council at a rate not exceeding $3 per
day and 5 cents per mile necessarily
travelled ; and section 232 (now section
280, R. 8. 0., 1897), provides that the
head of the council of any county, city,
town or incorporated village may be paid
such annual or other remuneration as the
council may determine.

Road Lines.

46.—Reeve. —1. Can a man owning a farm
alongeide a road allowance compel the man on
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the other side to pay half cost of locating his
line along said road allowance, or

2, Has the council to locate the line. The
road is not opened, nor perhaps never wﬂ'l be,
as it is marsi? but the council sold the timber
on said allowance.

1. No.
2. No.

Pence on Road Allowance—Road Lines.

47.—P. M. A.—The couneil of our township
have ordered a man to move his fence, they
think it is on the road allowance. He admits

it iz on the road, but refuses to move it, He
says he cannot find the posts that were put
down, but the surveyor says the council has a
right to run the line, to show him where to put
his fence. The road has been opened and
travelled for twenty or thirty years. He also
piled large heaps of stones in the road allow-
ance.

1. Can the council compel him to move his
fence ?

2. Who is to run the line, the council or the
man who owns the fence ?

3. Can he be compelled to remove those
stones?

4. If it is his right to move the fence what
steps are the council to take to compel him to
move it ?

The council should indict him if he is
obstructing what is a public highway, but
it must ascertain upon its own responsi-
bility where the true line is and satisfy
itself as to the true boundaries of the
road. The first thing which the council
should do is to procure a good surveyor
to locate the boundaries, and when they
are ascertained and it is found that the
private individual is obstructing the road
he should be notified to remove the ob-
struction, and in case of neglect or refusal
to do so the council may direct its path-
master to do so or have him indicted.

Given Road—Collsctor's Beizure,

48.—W. J. T.—1. A farmer laid out a por-
tion of his land in village lots and sold the lots
some nine years ago, and at the same time he
laid out a roadway or street commencing at the
end of a street in the village plan, running said
road west and then north to concession line
which is a leading road to the village. The
municipality has spent money on the road the
farmer laid out and there has been statute labor

rformed on it whenever the said road required
it. This road has been used by the public for
the last nine years, Now the farmer wants to
compel the corporation to pay for the said road
allowance at the rate of fitty dollars per acre.
Can he collect it ?

2, Our collector made a seizure of some hay
and closed up the barn and put notice of seizure
and sale on barn of same. A party who claimed
the hay by purchase moved the hay out of the
barn between time of seizure and day of sale.
Kindly state what steps or process the collector
should take to recover the balance of taxes, as
there was not sufficient property left to realize
the amount of taxes and costs seized for ?

1. Whether the farmer can recover any-
thing depends upon whether he intended
to dedicate the road to the use of the
public or not. If he did he cannot re-
cover anything. No particular time is
necéssary to evidence dedication. It
seems to us that his own acts alone are
sufficient to show a dedication, but,
coupled with the fact that the municipality
has practically accepted the gift by having
spent money upon it and having statute

labor performed upon it for some years
without any demand for compensation
having been made until recently, it appears
to be about as strong a case of intent to
dedicate as could arise from conduct,
and the corporation ought not to pay
anything.

2. It is the duty of the collector to
make as much as he can out of property
liable for taxes and return the balance as
uncollectable.  Collectors, when they
make a seizure, should place a man in
possession. They would in that case be
entitled to proceed against any person
who interfered with the goods seized.
Instead of taking this course they fre-
quently make a formal seizure and then
go on, leaving no one in possession, so
that a person removing the goods is in a
position to regard the seizure as aban-
doned and no longer in custodia legis.

Nomination and Resignation—Assessor or Councillor,

49.—J. C. G..—At the nomination held here
for councillors, etc., a person was nominated in
his absence and he did not return in time to
withdraw his name, he came to me on Wednes-
day morning and some of the councillors thought
I should take his resignation and wanted me to
wire the printer not to put his name on the
ballot, which I refused to do. He then told all
parties that he did not wish to be a councillor
and would not act if elected. He was elected,
took the highest vote in the poll. He sent a
letter to t%le reeve on the day of holding the
first sitting in the following words: “As my
election to the office of councillor for the vil*
lage of — for the year 1898 was conducted
without my consent and approval and no oppor-
tunity given to me for withdrawing my name
from the ballot, I beg to notify you that I
decline to take my seat at the council board or
subscribe the declaration of office necessary to
do so.”

1. Was I right in not accepting his with-
drawal on Wednesday morning ¢

2. Can the next candidate who had the high-
est number of votes be declared elected under
sections 202-3, or will I have to take it under
section 181.4? He never sent me a disclaimer
and there were no proceedings taken against
him.

3. Our assessor was nominated, and after
nomination the council held a special meeting,
where the assessor tendered his resignation,
which the council accepted. This was done be-
tween nomination and polling day. Is he
qualified to act as councillor ?

1. You are quite right. Such resigna-
tion must be made not later than the day
next following nomination day, unless
such day is a public holiday, when it may
be made before 12 o'clock noon of the
succeeding day. It must be in writing,
signed by the candidate and attested by a
witness. See section 1317, Consolidated
Municipal Act, 1892, as amended by sec-
tion 5, Municipal Amendment Act, 189s.

2. You should act under sections 181-4.

3. No. The election began on the day
of nomination, and was adjourned in con-
sequence of a poll having been demanded.
A disqualification must be removed before
the election begins, that is, before nomi-
nation day.

Vote on By-Law—Daty of Council,

50.=Crrizey. —A by-law for wholly restrain-
ing cattle from running at large was submitted

,'I “ I " I . — - s - - ¥ ~ e A by

to the town council, and some of the ratepayers
presented a petition to the council asking that
the matter of restraining cattle from running
at large be submitted to a plebiscite vote of the
people at the next municipal elections. The
promoters of the matter guaranteed the ex-_
penses of the plebiscite vote. The council ap-
pointed a committee of themselves, authorizing
that committee to take the necessary proceed-
ings for a plebiscite vote, and the committee
appointed deputy-returning officers in each
ward, and all persons entitled to vote at
municipal elections were allowed to vote. The
ballots were printed as follows: ‘* For the by-
law restraining cattle from running at largs”
and “Against the b?’-law restraining cattle
from running at large.” The result of the vot-
ing was 175 for the by-law and 107 against the
by-law. The Voters’ Lists used were so ar-
ranged that an elector could only vote once in
the municipality. There were 575 persons on
the lists and 282 voted. The clerk informed
the council of the result of the voting as above.
The council did not pass the by-law above men-
tioned, voted on by the people, but passed a
by-law restraining cattle from running at large
at certain times of the year—from 15th of
November to 15th day of following April
only. 1am aware there is no statute authoriz-
ing the plebicite vote or any of the proceed-
ings.

Can the council be compelled by law to pass
the first mentioned by-law voteg on by the
electors ?

No.

—_—

Nominations and Resignations,
51.—R. C.—Kindly inform me of the mode
of procedure in the following case :

1. A and B are both nominated for mayor,
A withdraws, afterwards gets his withdrawal
or resignation back again and B withdraws,
On declaration day the clerk declares A magor.
A question arises, Is A le ally the mayor, hav-
ing handed in to the cler%( his resignation and
then withdrawn it ?

2. Again, in case A acts as mayor and in the
regular order of his office as mayor he should
conviet any culprit brought before him, could
the conviction be successfully quashed on the
plea that A was not legally mayor ?

3. Is a resignation really final when given to
the clerk or sent to him by mail ?

i. Assuming that the resignation was
in proper form and delivered to the clerk
within the time limited by section 117, as
amended by section 5, Municipal Amend-
ment Act, 1895, A ceased to be a candi-
date the moment the clerk received his
resignation, and the clerk could not arro-
gate to himself the right to deliver the
resignation paper back to A and in effect
renominate A himself. He had no more
right to deliver up possession of that paper
to A than he would have to deliver any
other document belonging to the corpora-,
tion to a stranger. The clerk should have
declared B duly elected, as he appears to
have been the only remaining candidate
for the office of mayor.

2. The rule is that the acts of an officer
while actually in possession of an office
are valid, though his right to hold the
office might be successfully impeached,
and that being so we are of the opinion
that the conviction is good, assuming that
there is no other objection to it.

3. Itis final as soon as the clerk re-
ceives it in proper form and within the
time limited.

{
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Township Grants to High School.

52.—C. F.—The High School Board of Trus-
tees in the town of Niagara are short of funds
to carry on their ®chool, and have asked this
“orporation for assistance. Can the council of
this township legally grant a sum of money to
assist them, we not being a part of said high
school district ?

Yes, under section 36, High Schools
Act, though there is some room for argu-
ment that the power is confined to a
Municipality within a district.

Clerk’s Registration Fees—Boards of Health.

53.—R.—1. Under section 31, Reg. Vital
Statistics, can the council compel the clerk to
Jccept salary to include fees for registering
births, ete.?

2. The local Board of Health should consist of
Teeve and clerk and three ratepayers appointed
for three, two and one years. Can one or the
three be members of the council other than the

reeve ?

. 1. We are of the opinion that the clerk
1s entitled to these fees in addition to his
salary, but there is nothing to prevent the
council from making a contract with the
clerk that his salary shall be made up to a
Certain amount, including all or certain
fees which he shall receive under certain
Statutes, or that such fees shall be credited
On account of his salary.

2. Members of the council may be ap-
Pointed. ' Our reason for this opinion is
that section 51 expressly provides for the
appointment of one other ratepayer not a
member of the council as a member of
the board.

Trustee May Be Treasurer,

54.—J. M. C.—T was aware that the same
Person can be treasurer of a village and school
trustee, but can he be treasurer of the trustee

rd, that would be the two offices in the same
Municipality ¥

We are of the opinion that he may hold

oth offices.

Hotelkeeper and Auditor.

§5.—V. 8.—Can an hotelkeeper la.wfullg be
a0 auditor of the municipal accounts of the
OWnship in which he has his hotel, pays his
Ceénse fees, fines, ete.
An hotel-keeper is not disqualified for
€ position of auditor by reason of the
Usiness in which he is engaged.

Orders on Treasurer.

§8.—TIon.—Is the reeve’s order, indorsed by
the person in whose favor it is issued a sufficient
receipt for the treasurer to accept ?

1t legal for a treasurer to accept an order
for Payment of monies from any other person

tha_n the reeve, viz., a councillor, - commissioner
Or pathmaster,

The treasurer ought not to pay any
Monies except when he is authorized or

rected by some statute to do so inde-
depen,dently of any authority from the
council, or upon the authority of a lawful
y-law or resolution of the council. See
Section 250, Consolidated Municipal Act,
1892 (now section 290, R. S. 0., 1897)..

-~ Olerk not Assessor, ote.—Proceedings to fill Vacancy in
Counoil,

8§7.—J. L, B.--1. Cana clerk of a munici-
DPality lawfully act as assessor, collector, path-
Master or trustee in said municipality ?

2. What would he the proper steps to take
in case of councillor not accepting the office
after being elected, did not come to the first
meeting and is generally supposed he will not
come to take the declaration, will there have
to be another election, and in what time or
will the candidate that was next to him at the
poll take the seat ?

1. Section 12 (1) of Consolidated Muni-
cipal Act, 1892, (now cap. 223, section
295 (1) R. S. O., 1897) provides that no
assessor shall hold the office of clerk or
treasurer.  He ought not to be appointed
pathmaster because the latter is required
to make certain returns to the clerk. See
for example section ror (1) Consolidated
Municipal Act 1892, now cap 224, section
101 (1) R. S. O,, 1897.

2. You must proceed in the manner
provided by section 181, Consolidated
Municipal Act, 1892, and hold another
election.  For the time within which the
declaration of office is to be made see
section 277. Unless there is a proper
disclaimer as provided by sections 203-4,
the candidate next to him cannot take
the seat.

By-law on Percentage for Payment or Non-payment of
Taxes.

58. —SupscriBER.-—Our 1897 couneil passed
a by-law allowing 5 per cent. on taxes paid
before December 31st, 1897, and charging 5 per
cent. on all not paid on that date. Some paid
and some did not. Tt was a very unpopular
measure.  The 1898 council wish to repeal this
by-law. Can they legally do it or does it
cease with 1897 7

The council should not interfere with
the by-law. It was not intended to apply,
and does not apply to any year but 1897.
To repeal it even if it could be done
might prejudice those who have paid the
extra charge as compared with those, if
any, who have not yet paid their taxes.

Length of Nomination Meeting.

59.—P. 8. —At the last municipal election T
opened the nomination meeting punctually at
twelve o’clock noon ; for fifty-seven minutes no
nominations were made. During the remain-
ing three minutes, three nominations were made
and seconded. The candidates proposed were
all members of last year’s council, ot being
certain if under the circumstances I ought to
close the nomiunation meeting punctually at the
termination of one hour from the time of open-
ing it or whether I ought to give the electors
an opportunity to propose a full council, I
decided to give them fifteen minutes more,
with the result that two candidates for the
reeveship and six for councillors were nominat-
ed, of wgich number one of the former resigned
next day, thus leaving last year’s reeve to go in
by acclamation.  One of last year’s councillors
had not been re-nominated, another one failed
to be elected by a few votes, so that this year’s
council consists of three members who served
last year and two newones, Now I would
like to know, have | done right in extending
the time for taking nominations beyond one
hour from the o ening of the meeting, or
should I have Xeclined to take any more
nominations after one o’clock and declared the
council of 1897 to be re-elected ?

I may yet say that no objections have been
raised or any dissatisfaction expressed concern-
ing my actions in this matter.

You ought to have closed the nomina-
tion meeting punctually at the end of the
hour and declared those nominated elect-
ed, leaving the election of the rest of the

members required to bel elected in the
manner provided by section 186, Consoli-
dated Municipal Act. Itisa dangerous
experiment to depart from the plain
direction of the Statute.

Councillor ~Declaration of Office ~Vacancy.

60.—B. C.—A& the first meeting of our
council one member failed to appear and make
the declaration of office there}:)re vacating his
seat, who is the proper party to make objection
to him taking his seat in the council chamber ?

There were two men defeated at the election,
would it be lawful for one of them (with the
most votes at the poll) to take the vacant seat,
or will we have to call another election ?

You must take the course provided by
section 181, Consolidated Municipal Act,
1892, (now cap 223, section 212, R. S. O.
1897, and hold a new election. See
section 277, Consolidated Municipal Act,
1892, as to time within which declaration
is to be made and the penalty for refusal.

By-law to Open County Line,

61.—H. E. H—The township of Osnabruck
and Williamsburg wish to open up boundary
road ; this is also the county line. How
should a by-law be worded for that purpose ?

And what proceedings should be taken in
addition to passing by-law ?

All that is necessary is that each town-
ship council shall pass‘a by-law declaring
that it is desirable and necessary in the
public interest that the original allowance
for road between the two townships, or
such part of it as is intended to be opened
(if only a /‘part is to be opened)
for public travel. You should state in
the by-law that it shall take effect im-
mediately upon the passing of a like
by-law by the other township.  If you
intend to open only a part, the by-law
should fix the two terminal points. If
there is any person in possession within
the meaning of section 552, Consolidated
Municipal Act, 1892, the by-law cannot
be passed until after notice in writing has
been given to such person at least eight
days before the meeting of the council at
which it is intended to pass the by-law.

Disfranchised—Not cn Voters’ List.

62. —LEaRNER.—Is there an way by which
names that have been omitted from the voters’
list can be given the use of their franchise—no
notice having been given to the elerk of any
omissions until the time of municipal elections?

No, except that under the act respect-
ing the registration of manhood suffrage,
cap. 4, 1894, (now cap. 8, R. S. O,, 1897)
application may be made to have their
names added for the purpose of entitling
them to vote at Provincial Elections, but
the act applies to either one,

Olerk not Collector or Assessor.

63.—SusscriBER, —To save expenses, we
want one man to act as clerk, treasurer and
collector of water, electric light and current
rates on the roll for the municipality. Can it
be legally done?

Many towns are doing it. Who wonld then
be empowered to seize fsor taxes if needed ¥

Section 12, Consolidated Assessment

Act, 1892, (now. cap. 223, section 29
R. S. O, 1897) provides, “the council
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shall not appoint as assessor or collector
a member of the council or the clerk or
treasurer of the municipality. Under this
section the collector ought to be some
other person than the clerk or treasurer.
Village Councils no Power to License Hawkers.

64. —8S. A. W.—Have the council of an in-
corporated village the power to passa by-law
for licensing, regulating and governing hawk-
ers and petty chapmen, carrying for sale and
selling meat, fish, vegetables, fruit, ete. L

Sub-section 3, of section 495, Consolidated
Municipal Act, 1892, gives the power to
counties, cities and separated towns,

No.

Expenditure of Statate Labor on Roll—Councillor may be
Commissioner—To Abolish Dog Tax.

65.—J. C.—1. In the case of statute labor
being unperformed and put on collector’s roll,
must the council pay such amounts into the
division to which such lahor helongs providing
it is not paid to the collector? 4

2. Is it legal for a township council to ap-
point one of their members to oversee work
such as letting the contract of building a bridge
or culvert, etc. and receive remuneration for
doing the same ? :

3. Has a council power to abolish dog tax
without a petition from the ratepayers?

1. Section o1 (2), cap. 224, R. S. O,
1897, provides, “the overseer shall expend
the amount of such commutation upon
the statute labor division where the pro-
perty is situate, and shall give an order
upon the treasurer of the municipality to
the person performing the work.” :

2. Yes. See sub-section 2 of section
479, Consolidated Municipal Act, 1892,
now cap 223, sub-section 2 of section 537,
R. S. O., 1897.

3. No. See sections 1 and 2 of cap.
271, R. 8. 0, 1897.

Exomptions from Distress for Taxes.

66.—R. R.—Will you please inform me if
aceording to ‘“‘exemptions from distress” D,
page 22, “Glenn’s Collector’s Guide.” There
are several tenants in small village (not incor-

rated). If all those exemptions are allowed
it will be hard to collect taxes from them, as
exemptions seem to cover about all the pro-
perty they have. What I want to know is
this :

1. Is it my duty as collector to make exempt-
ions whether I am asked by parties or not ?

2, Ave all goods and chattels actually in
possession of (tenants) party assessed liable for
taxes ?

3. Some of these parties claim to be monthly
tenants and should not have taxes to pay. 1Is
that so, or not ?

My own idea is that they can claim exempt-
ions. Am Iright? Thereisa different opin-
ion held here by some parties.

1. Yes, where it is clear that the goods
are exempt, but there may be cases where
that is not so and it is then the duty of
the person claiming such exemption, to
select and point out the goods and
chattels as to which he claims exemption.

2. There are no exemptions in favor of

the person who is actually assessed for
the premises and whose name also appears
upon the collector’s roll for the year as
liable therefor.
« 3. It does not matter what the natur
of the tenancy is, if they come within the
qualification mentioned in our answer to
question number two.

Married Woman no Votﬁ;-%etnming Officer a Candi-

67.—Z. R.—1. Property assessed to B, wife
of A, who live together, so B was put on the
voters’ list. Did she have a right to vote at
the municipal election, having her husband,
who has no vote ?

2. A returning officer being nominated candi-
date on nomination day can he legally aceept
on account of his office? If so, what is the
proceedings to appoint & returning officer for
election day ?

1. No, if the proper oath had been
administered she would have to swear that
she was unmarried or a widow, and if she
could not take that oath she could not
vote.

2. The returning officer ought to dis-
claim. If he has.been or should be elected,
we doubt if his election would be good.
If he should refuse or neglect to attend
on polling day to perform his duties as

returning officer, the course provided by

section 99, Consolidated Municipal Act,
1892, may be taken.

Farmers' Son— Voter's List— Vots — Refund  School

Rates.

68.—C. W.—1. A farmer’s son was by over-
sight omitted from the assessment roll and
consequently from the voter’ list. The error
was not_appealed. At the municipal election
the said F. S. claimed to vote. The returning
officer, being personally well acquainted with
the said ¥. S. and thoroughly convinced of his
qualification, was he justified in taking his vote
although his name was not on the voters’ list ?

2. Some residents send their children to a
school in an adjoining township and claim to
have their school rates refunded. The trustees
of the section ‘in which they reside have paid
them their portion of the trustees levy, but
claim that the portion of township school rate
should be paid by the township treasury. Who
has to pay it, the school section or the munici-
pality ?

3. Can a ratepayer claim refund for two
years previouns to 18977

1. No.

2. When a person sends his children to
a neighboring school less than three miles
distant, the trustees may remit the fees
paid, to the neighboring section ; where
the distance is three miles or over, they
shall remit as much of the taxes charge-
able to the parent or guardian for school
purposes, as would be at least equal to
the fees paid to such neighboring section,
subject to these provisions, such persons
are to be dealt with as other residents.
See section 88, Public Schools Act, 1896.

3. Yes, when the distance is three
miles or over, but not in this case.

Township Hall-In new. Village—Burned—Insurance.

69.—J. A, R.—Before the village became
incorporated the township of Cambridge built
a town hall in what is now the incorporated
village of Casselman and when the village
became incorporated the two municipalities
had shares in the hall. The municipality of
Cambridge had the hall insured and did not
demand the village to pay the half of the
premium,  The hall burnt in the Casselman
gre ; the Cambridge council drew the insurance,

500,

1. Has the village a share in the hall on
account of the insurance ?

2. If not can the village compel the township
to ry municipal taxes and otger taxes on the
hall ?

3. Or is the hall exempt from taxation on
account of it being a hall?*

N
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1. The hall became the property of the
village upon the incorporation of the
village to pay or allow the township such
sum as might be just. See sections 11
and 30, Consolidated Municipal Ac},
1892. We do not understand ‘what is
meant by the statement that when the
village became incorporated the two
municipalities had shares in the hall.
We must therefore have further informa-
tion showing how the township came to
retain or acquire an interest in the hall
after the incorporation. We must also
have further information in regard to the
insurance, such as date when insurance
effected, date of fire, etc.

2. No.

3. Yes.

Married Woman's Vote for School Trustes.

70.—G. H. K, -1 was asked to prepare a
voters’ list from the assessment roll of 1897 for
election of a school trustee in school section
No. 11 in the township of Esquesing; the
election took place on the 29th day of Decem-
ber last. And before preparing the list of
voters, in reading the IE:lblic School Act, of
1896, the interpretation given ‘‘ratepayer”
shall mean any person entered on the last re-
vised assessment roll of the school section for
public school rates ; and in section 12, every
ratepayer, of the full age of 21 years, who is a
public school supporter of the section for
which such person isa ratepayer and every
person qualified to vote as a farmer’s son under
the Municipal Act shall be entitled to vote at
any election for school trustee, or on an
school question whatsoever. The view I too
of the act as it reads was that married women
who were owners of property in the section
and were entered on the last revised assessment
roll for public school rates were entitled to vote
at the election for trustee. And I put their
names on list of voters. One of our lawyers in
town says they have the right to vote, and
another lawyer says they are not entitled to
vote. Would you kindly give your interpreta-

tion of the act?

We have not been able to find any suf-
ficient objection to the view which you
have arrived at in this case. Under the
sections which you have referred to a
married woman whose name is on the
assessment roll and liable for public
school rates, and of the full age of 21

years, appears to be entitled to vote for
school trustees.

Refusal of Ballot—Owner or Tenant to Vote—Illegal
Voting, :

71.—M.—1, At election in a town divided
into 3 wards, can vhe- returning officer refuse to
a non-resident of a ward a ballot paper for
mayor, said voter being of course on the voters’
list for that ward ?

2. A property is assesscd at §700 ; there are
two tenants on it. Can both be a voter or can
the owner and a tenant be a voter? In that
case which of the tenants could vete ?

3. A voter goes in a ward to vote where he
is not a resident, and asks for a ballot for
mayor which iz given to him.  After that he
goes to vote in the ward where he resides and -
again got a ballot for mayor.  After the poll it
is found one ballot is not marked at all for
mayor. Is the voter guilty under the act

—some other party claiming not to have voted
for any mayor ?

1. The returning officer pursued an

unwise course in assuming the risk in-
volved in determining the question of
residence. Suppose that he happened to




be wrong, that as a matter of fact the
Voter was a resident of that ward, he
Would have rendered himself liable to an
action. A returning officer should leave
that responsibility with the voter.

2. Before we can answer this we will
fequire to know the population of the
town and how these persons are assessed,
Whether jointly or severally. See sections
80, 85 and 86, Consolidated Municipal
Act, 1892.

3. Prima facie he is guilty, but it is
Open to him to satisfy the court that he
Voted only once if he can.

Collection of Arrears of Taxes,

72.—M. R.—Will you kindly inform me
ho‘f to proceed to coﬁect back taxes and to
Tegister the same against property ?

Section 127, Consolidated Assessment
Act, 1892, makes taxes accrued on any

d a lien thereon, and declares that
Tegistration shall not be required to pre-
Serve the lien.  After the collector makes
his return that he has been unable to
Collect certain taxes, the proceedings

Provided by section 140 and subsequent
- Sections of the Assessment Act must

taken. These provisions are too lengthy
to be set out in full.

COollector's Seizure—Time for Sale.

78.—A. R.—When a collector of a township
S€izes property for taxes, how often and for
how long can he adjourn the sale—the parties

©8p writing him not to sell for they will pay
and do not. 1t is non-resident land ?

The collector ought not to adjourn the
Sale in the interest of the persons liable
for the taxes. The statute, section 127,
‘Onsolidated Assessment Act, 1892, says:

And at the time named in the notice the
Collector or his agents skall sell at public
duction, etc.” There may be good reason
1n some cases to adjourn the sale in the
Nterests of the municipality when there
are no bidders and the property cannot

sold for want of buyers. The ad-
Journment having been made at the re-
Quest of the parties, they cannot object,

Ut if it could be shown that the collector
Tught have sold the goods on the first
Sy of sale, and that by reason of an ad-
Journment at the request of the parties he
Was unable to sell, we think he would and
Ought to be responsible for any loss sus-
taineq,

Taxes—Unpatented Lota,

74.—W. F.—In this part of the country
there are g large number of farms (free grants)
enup. Some are improved and others are
flot, Can taxes be collected on a free grant
Ot for which no patent is issued, which is
Partly improved, but owner non-resident, taxes
OWing on same for some years. Can lot be sold
Or only improvements ?

The interest of the owner only can be
50ld ; or, in other words, the land may be
Sold subject to the interest of the Crown.
Non-Residents Statate Labor— Clerk Not Reevo,

75.—J.8. H—1. A non-resident being ag-

f:‘ﬁed for 700 acres of land valued at $33 per

making a total assessment of $245, H%ew
Many days’ road work is he liable for ?

2. Clerk of municipality presided at nomina-
tion, he himself nominated for reeve. Clerk at
council meeting (being last meeting of town-
ship council for 1897) held two or three days
after nomination, resigned and stood then as
candidate for reeveship, was elected by 30
majority. Ought he not to have resigned
before nomination ?

3. Could he as clerk legally hold the nomina-
tion and resign as clerk before election of reeve
took place? Contention being held that as
long as he resigned clerkship before the elect-
ion it was all right for him to run as’reeve,

1. Assuming that he is a non-resident,
who has given the proper notice and has
been assessed, he is liable for eight days.

2. His election is illegal.

3- The election began on nomination
day, and was merely adjourned in conse-
quence of a poll being necessary, and the
clerk was disqualified at the time of the
election.

School Property —Permanent Asset,

76.—W=rox.—Our school section is formed
by the village and part of the township —the
village being two-thirds of section and part of
township one-third. The trustees in making
out returns give the school house and its be-
longings as an asset of the union section. Now
should the village in making returns of assets
and liabilities give two-thirds of the value of
the school house as an asset of the village ?

‘The school property may be considered
as a permanent, not an available assct.

Assessment of Railways—Not Street Railways, etc.,

77.—A. B.—From the decisions of several
courts which have held that telephone poles
and wires, water and gas pipes, street car
tracks, ete., arve real estate, I confess T am at a
loss to understand just where we are in regard
to railroads. Are railroads liable to assess-
ment and taxation, beyond a fair valuation on
lands occupied in the local municipalities in
which such road is situated ? If not, why not ?

It is not clear to my mind that bridges, rails,
ties, fences, ete., are’ not real estate to the
same, if not a greater extent, than telephone
poles and wires.

By section 31, R. S. O, 1897, every
railway company shall annually transmit
on or beforg the first day of February, to
the clerk of every municipality in which
any part of the roadway or other real
property of the company is situate, a
statement showing : 1. The quantity of
land occupied by the roadway, and the
actual value thereof, according to the
average value of land in the locality as
rated in the assessment roll of the previous
year, etc. There is a special provision ap-
plicable to railway companies, and the lan-
guage of the Act excludes the super-
structure such as the bridges, rails, ties,
etc. Had it not been for this special
provision your view would be no doubt
correct.

Vote of Parties Exempt from Taxes—Alien's Wife no
Vote.

78.—T. S.—1Is there any law to prevent the
following from voting at municipal elections ?

Parties whose names are on the last revised
assessment roll, but before rate is levied, coun-
cil upon the recommendation of school board
exempt same from school taxes and also exempt
from all municipal rates,

The names of these parties are on the voters’
list as freeholders and tenants. (1) Are they
entitled to vote, there being no by-law to dis-
franchise them in default of payment of taxes
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on or before the 14th December or to disqualify
those who are exempt from taxes ?

Man and wife jointly assessed over £1,000;
man on assessment roll styled gentleman, wife
freeholder, property belonging to wife. Both
man and wife natural born subjects of her
Majesty. Both were in the United States for
several years, "Man, or perhaps I should say
husband, took ont his papers in full in U, S,
Since he returned to this country have not been
repatriated and of gourse does not vote. Both
names appear. on voters’ list. (2) Is wife
entitled to vote ¥ :

1. Yes.
2.“No.

By-law passed between 1 and 10 January.

79.—T. A, C.—Is it legal for the rcouncil of
1897 to pass or amend a by-law after the close
of the year before the new council has been
sworn in ?

Not if the by-law provides directly or
indirectly for the payment of money or a
contract or obligation on the part of the
municipality, or appoints or dismisses
from office any officer under control of
the council, or anything else except in
case of extreme urgency.

Changes in Polling Sub-Divisions.

80.—P. S.—In 1882 the municipality of
Denbigh, Abinger and Ashby was divided in
two polling sub-divisions, In 1891 polling sub-
division number one was again divided to ac-
commodate about ten settlers who resided on
the western boundary of the township of Ashby
and who had to travel upwards of twenty
miles to cast their votes, In order to encourage
the council to establish the Ashby or Harts-
mere sub-division (so called from "Hartsmere
post office) which is officially known as polling
sub-division number three, one of the electors
interested promised to supply for all municipal
elections a polling room free of charge. fl?a
elector referred to moved away some years ago
and the council has since had to pay for the
use of a polling room. There are now twelve
electors on the voters’ list of said division, but
at the municipal election for 1898 only two of
them came to the poll and voted and as there
is at each election an expense of about $10 con-
nected with the polling of so few votes, the
council contemplates the abolishing of the said
sub-division and re-uniting it again with pol-
ling sub-division number one. you think,

1. The council would be justified under the
circumstances to abolish said polling sub-
division ? and

2. What would be the most proper and legal
manner to effect the change ?

1. Yes, subject to sections 535 and
536, cap. 223, R. S, O,, 1897.

2. Sub-section 2 of section 5335 provides
that councils of townships, cities, towns
and villages may pass by-laws for dividing
the wards of the city or town, or for
dividing the township or village into two
or more convenient polling sub-divisions
and establishing polling places therein,
and for repealing and varying the same
from time to time. Sub-section 3 of section
536 provides :  “Any alteration of existing
polling sub-divisons, or creation of new
polling sub-divisions shall be made before
the publication of the Voters’ Lists.”
For further information you must refer to
the above sections which are too long for
publication in full.

Exponses School Section Debenture By-law.

81.—J. R.—The trustees of a school section
in June last, made application to council to
raise a certain amount of money to build a new
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1 house and had debentores issued for the
::?no: covering a term of.5 years at 5 per cent,
princi 1 and interest being payable in 5 equal
annual instalments. The by-law was published
in a newspaper in the village for four weeks
and now the trustees refuse to pay for adver-
tisement as they say it was not necessary to

ublish it. Was it necessary to publish the
y-law, or what would be right in the matter ?

Sub-section 4, of section 70, of the
Public Schools Act, 18g6, provigics_: The
expenses of preparing and publishing any
by-laws or debentures and all other ex-
penses incident thereto shall be paid by
the school section on whose behalf such
debentures were issued and the amount
of such expenses may be deducted from
any school rates collected by the munici-
pal council for such school section. This
section must be confined to the necessary
expenses. What necessity was there to
advertise and if there was no necessity to
do so why should the property of the sect-
ion be taxed with an expense which was
unnecessary ? If we had all the proceed-
ings before us perhaps the expense of
advertising was necessary, but we cannot
see how it could be if it was a case under
section 70.

Equalization of Union 8chool Section,

82.—G. Mc¢D.—In a union school section:

mposed of lands belonging to four municipal-
?t(,)ies the assessors met reg equalization of school
section and determined upon a basis of 5, 13,
95 and 57 per cent. for three years, each muni-
cipality to pay its own costs for equalization
and drew up a report to that effect, which
report was adopted by eouncil and the assessors
paid out of general funds and same amount
placed against lands of interested parties, but
said parties object and claim that (that is
those of the 5 per cent.) they should only pay
5 per cent. of expenses of equalization.
ow are they correct, and if so, has the
municipality, through accepting assessor’s re-
rt become responsible for balance of his
charge, or are the lands belonging to said
union section liable for full amount of said
charges ?

The council appointing an assessor
should fix the remuneration to which he
is entitled for performing his duties. The
Public School Act makes it a duty of the
assessor to equalize union school sections.
The lands of the section are not liable
for the expenses of equalization.

Town Treasurer may be m;etu.ry-’l‘reuum of School

83.—J. 8. H.—The treasurer of our town
has been yearly arpuinted secretary-treasurer
of the publie school of onr town. He has hgld
the dual position since 1890, giving Al security
and universal satisfaction to all parties

ed.

wrl‘:?t'.nillegal? This is the question. Trustees
are anxious to secure his services a‘nd he is
alveady treasnver of .the town appointed for
1898 and will be appointed secretary-treasurer
of the school (if it is not illegal) same as pre-
ceding years. The trustees have examined the
regulations of the Edueation Department and
Ly them it appears they can engage whoever
they like provided secretary-treasurer gives
roper security and the man heretofore engaged
ws given unexceptional security. This is
Manitoulin district, no county organization, a
ood man for secretary-treasurer hard to get.
%‘his man heretofore engaged reﬁ(luleat the bill
lately, but previous secretary-treasurers
:svo:;p trm?blesomep; one embezzled some $150,
others did not keep the school moneys separate

from their own purse, used undue influence
with school moneys, etc.

There is nothing to prevent him hold-
ing both positions.

Application for Olerkship.

84.—W. R.—1. At first - meeting of new
council two al};plicatfions were received for the
clerkship. y-laws provide for appointment
of officers by ballot. A new clerk was appoint-
ed. When does the new olerk take office and
when is the old clerk discharged ¢ there being

no by-law for the appointment of officers yet
pas 3

2. Can another name other than that of the
person appointed by ballot be placed in the by-

law for appointment of officers, when the same
is before the council ?

3. Can a clerk 1 iti
5 el Py egally hold the position of

1. At such time as the council deter-
mines, but he must make the declaration
of office required before entering upon
his duties. Section 279 Consolidated
Municipal Act, 1892, now section 321,
Chap. 223 R. S. O., 1897, provides that
all officers appointed by the council shall
hold office until removed by the council.
It is therefore entirely for the council to
say when one clerk shall quit office and
the other begin.

2. We cannot see why the council can-
not decide upon appointing some other
person than the one appointed by ballot.
We think the council may do so.

3. No. Section 295, Chap. 223, R S.
O., 1897, provides: “The council shall
not appoint as assessor or collector a
member of the council, or the clerk, or

treasurer of the municipality.”

One Person not Eligible.

B5.—G. H.—Can appointments under town
municipality of treasurer, collector and town
clerk made to one person? If not please
give reference to statute covering same,

No. See section 1z (1), Consolidated
Assessment Act, 1892.

Assessors Duties.

REAL PROPERTY.

This must be valued on an equitahle basis, so
that 1o one will be imposed on in the payment
of taxes, and the amount entered opposite the
names of the owners, occupant or tenant there-
of in the roll.  Care must be taken in deserib-
ing real property by giving the proper acreage,
concession and lot r part of lot, together wivh
the statistical information reqnired.

PERSONAL PROPERTY.

It is in the low valuation and omis<ion to
enter personal propecty on the roll that the
greatest discrepencies exist in the assessment
of most municipalities.  Section 42 of the
Assessment Act authorizes them to demand a
statenient in wrining from any person assessable
in respect to parsonal property in the munici-
pality. It is a general complaint that many
wealthy people now escape payment of taxes
on income, money, etc. They are generally
the influential resi ents, who have no difficalty
in securing a continued assessment . ** last
year's rates.” They will think twice before
giving vhe assessor an incorrect statement in
writing, as section 45 provides a penalty for so
doing

DOCS.

The dogs must not be omitted, as the amount
of taxes derived from this source is required in
townskips to pay for sheep killed. n some
towaships tags are used, in others owners are
required to sign a dcclart::,ion ag to dogs on

their premises. In many places, unless the
assessor is careful to give no notice of his
arrival, he will overlook many of man's *‘ moat
faithful friends,” who have been cousigned to
the cellar or other secure place by those whe
delight in defrauding their municipality out of
the dog tax.
SCHOOL SECTIONS.

In townships the proper assessment of all
real property with reference to school section
boundaries requires the assessors closest atten-
tion. Where an owner is assessed for property
in different school sections, each parcel must be
valued separately, so that the school section
rates will be levied on the proper amounts.
Special duties are also imposed in connection
with assessment of separate school supporters.

POPULATION.

A correct return of population is most
necessary, not only should this include owners’
families, but eve y resident, man, woman and
child, in the municipality, whether assessed for
property or not. If this is overlooked the
municipality loses probably an amount equal to
the assessor’s salary in the matter of the legis-
lative school grants, which are apportioned in
proportion to the population.

NON-RESIDENT LANDS,

Assessors should ascertain from the clerk,
before commencing work, the names of all non-
residents who have given mnotice necessary
before they ¢*n be assessed.

Lots assessed as non-resident are to be
entered separately in the roll ; particular care
must be exercised in describing them. If they
are known to be sub-divided and correct infor-
mation of the sub-divisions can be obtained,
the assessor is required to enter the number of
each lot or part of lot, the quantity of land
therein and the value of such land. Some
assessors are in the habiv of assessing all of the
lots in sub-divided lot a4 so many acres. This
is not correct. The valuation of each separate
lot is necessary not only for the purpose of sale
by the county treasurer but to enable the
statute labor to be properly charged.

OCCUPIED RETURNS,

County treasurers are reguired to supply
clerks with a list of lands in arrears for taxes,
and liable to be sold therefor during the year,
The clerk’s daty i« to supply the assessor with
a copy of this list, who, in making his assess-
ment, is to notify all oceupants and owners of
these lots, that their property is liable to be
sold for taxes, He must also examine the
description of the lots entered wirh list and see
it is correct and sufficient to devermine the
exact location of the property. When making
his returns to the clerk, this list and assessors
entries thereon must be verified uuder o.th by
the ussessor.

MANHOOD FRANCHISE,

Assessors must be careful to put on the
roll the names of all who are gualified under
the Manhood Franchise Act as well as all
owners, tenants, householders, farmers’ sons,
ete. As a Provincial Election may be brought
02 at any time. If this duty is neg ected the
council is put to the expense of courts of re-
vision of the assessment roll and more especial-
ly the voters’ list, a few complaints against

which will cause expenses sufficient to pay the -

usual salary of three or four assessors.
ASSRSSORS’ GUIDLS.

The statutory instrustions to assessors are so
numerous aund varied that it is impossible, in
these columns, to explain all their duties. In
order to enabie assessors and municipal officers
to avail themselves of the fullest information
in reference thereto, we have had prepared a
complete Assessor’s Guide, For further parti-
culars sec our atvertising columns, :

In a south Jersey town all the freight
wagons were changed to wide tires over a
year ago, and since that time their roads
have kept in a much better condition.




