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.Nec lusi8se pudet, aed non incidere lutdum,-HRoACE.

To sport's nio harm, but ever to be sporting.-

-Hic toto tecum conRumerer aVo.-VIRGIL.

Here could I live, and love, a'nd die with ouly you.-Daynv.n

W is a most- dangérous quality in the posses-
sion of either. -man or woman; -and most difficult
to be kept within the bounds of discretion and e-
ven within the limits of-excusable vivacity. Its
greatest danger may be said to be in- the .almost
irresistible temptation it affords for exposing
the foibles of our friends and acquaintances.
Many rnen,.. by an indulgence in their sarcas-
tic dispositions have totally lost their most pow-
erful friends, and ruined all the prospects of
their lives. Self-interest being the main spring
of actioi -in these- degenerate modern times,
however, there is not much danger . amongst
our young men, whose chief vice is a supera-
bundance. of prudence, of their wit running a-
way with their caution. Of minds infinitely
more independant, not bound in the trammels of
avarice or yoked to the wheels of ambition,. and
with fervid imaginations,- and excursive fancies;
the other sex stand perhaps therefore more in
need of a curb in that respect.. The natural vi.
vacity..of the Canadian ladies (and by Canadians
I do not. here solely mean . thoše of French dé-
scent, but generally those whoý are natives) when
not darnped .-by sectaria9 austerity, or wrapped

p in the glooms and sul.ens that they put on in



compliance with the laughable haughtiness of
the would-be great men here, òf whom theré are
too many, gives a very pleasing' archhëss to 'the
general tenor of their conversation, 'and the lively
repartee, the retort courteous, and the quips and
quiddits of ingénious witticisni, receive additional
poignancy from the lustre of a dark and meaning
eye, and the satiric playfulness of a dimpled smile.
Not to condemn, not to destroy, this disposition
for raillery, but to regulate it, and restrain its
excess, is my object. In the first place, niy dear
ladies, allow me to define to you what true wit is.
It is the quick and intuitive sense of whatèveris
ridicflous or inconsistent, combined'with a ferti-
lity of imagination "that induces an instantaneous
comparison in the mind, between objects -that
are, excepting in the one point of view which
then présents itself, otherwise remarkably disài-
milár or incongruous. In other words wit is the
perception of hiddèn points of 'resemblance be-
tween objects that in. other respects are widely dif-
ferènt fromn"each other, and the reàdy expression
of that perception. Intùitive wit, however,
will laugh at this' pompons and learned'dissec.t-
tion ofits own internal structure,-and like a young
,beauty, whi-ling through a waltz, will kéép time
and measur.e, with 'rapid. step and gràceful àti-
tùde; .ithoùt thinki'ng eithér of the anatomy ¾of
the foot and ancle, or of the structuré ô îphilo-
sophy of the mùsical instruments that animate the
dnce. But, ai. in dancing, 'excess fatigues, af-
fectation distörts, and. fashionable nådity' di.-
gus.ts; whilst by too wild or frantic motion you
may tread on other people's' teoes; s in: the
exercise of youïr talents foi wit, beware of fati-
guing_,our companions with too constant an ex-
hlibitiori, 'avoid th'e distortion arising from false
ývit, the indelicacy of éxpre.ssion into which a vi-
vid fànòc ivill soinetimes uûavoidably betray those



*who profess to be smart, and, above al], the in.
fliction of pain upon your friends and n'eighbours,
,by.treading too hard upon their gouty, places.

CORINN4 sees nothing, hears nothing, reads
rnothing, that does not call forth the corruscations
of her really pregnant wit; but their frequency
.dazzles, and their being often ill-tined, d.estroys
their zest, or perverts their application. A fel-
low being condemned for sacrilege, having rob.
.bed a church and taken away along with him the
pommn.ynion plate, thé creed andtheten command-
ments, a gentleman remarked, I do not.wonder
at the plate being stolen, but I can not think wha't
was the man's object in taking the creed and
the commandments ; upon which Corinna said,
" O, he -took the creed to make believe, and the
.commandments. to break them to be sure." Now
this, though.witty, happened to be ill-tirned and
.perverted, fQr it was the day appointed for th'
execution. of the poor fellow, and tho' aimëd at
the gentleman, who haci ade the remark, and
.who was notorious both as, a hypocrite inieligion
and as a libertine, was applied to, the delinquent.

TalIF ETT, lias addicted herself to the sin'of
:punning, and makes.and solves charades, rebus-
ses, riddles and coriundrums, which are a kind
of-tinsel trappings that are hung round the tiarà
pf sterling Wit. Though this bastard witis genier-
.plly harmless, it is.likte a dose of magnesia, both
.palling and ineffectual. . Some puris indeed have
point, butthen that is because. they are not ge-
nuine puns, ,the distinction being, tlat wliere
therè,is only a resemblance, in the sound, it is a
pure pun, whilst, if there is an allusion also that
.ppliesto..the sense ofthe word at te. same time,

it partakes of the nature of a witticism. True
..wit is translateablè into al, languages, puns never
can .be understood but in one. - A gentleman of
Afacetiois-dispsi;ion had tle mischance, onai
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aquatic excursion to:be souse'din the water,- and
on his emerging and shaking-hinself on the deck
of the vessel, -he observed, witÈ% an apt allusion
to the -want of iefreshments that had been com-
plained of, that for his part he had partaken of a
cold duck. This was a pun. Trifletta, on whose
muslin robe part of the sprinklings from the beau's
coat had.fallen, had a more brilliant-thought than
usual, and remarked, that she too had lad a share
of the same dish, but it seemed, toher to be goose-
dripping. This was the loftiest fliglit I ever knew
her attain.

CUNEGONDA, w«ho with the most bewitching
beauty of face, -and the most sedactive luxury 6f
shape, possesses likewise an imagination that-darts
its .contagious fires through her laughter-loving
eyes, unfôòtunately tinges -ail her wit with the
purple bloom of Erato. -It is'my alvice to lier
to spare her double entendres until after mar-
riage; then anid in solacing secrecy, the private
parlou and the genial bed, admit of almost every
freedom of word and thought; but till then bd-
ware! One of the mos.t decent'of her jokes was up-
on the occasion of some sévere cen'sures having
been passed uporrthe character and conduct of a
married lady, who seldom lost an opportuity of
decorating her husband's brow, anç who hadjust
eloped and abandoned her ydung children. A
gentièman was anxious to say something in her fa
vour, and praised her for her ývell knoWrn charita..
ble disposition, adding tliat she was a woman of
feeling at the bottom. "1 believe you,' said Cu-
negonda, "&for I dare say.. both you and most of
the gentleman in town know that by experience?"

proof. Corinna, Trifletta, âna Cunegonda only
tire and displèase others whilt they injure tiem-
ielves; the raillery and sarcasri.that flow from
ßcandelessa, vex and injuee L. inoet intimaté



,&iends ; but -friends she never keeps; she sees
and seizes every the- slightest object of ridicule
or satire in all her acquaintances, and lias no mer-
cy in exposing them : It is true the flashes ofher
.wit are in general brilliant, they-excite admira.
ti9 n, and gatort involunitary applause, but they
inflict pain, and shew so bitter and sarcastic-a
disposition,, that hardy must that yquth'be, and
either endowed with superior talents, or blunted
by callQus duiness that ventures upon her as a
wife. I will' not give an example of the witty
nîalignity with-which her conversation is- replete,
as she scarcely ever says any thing that is not so
pointed but those against whom the shaft is aim-
ed can feel it rankle the moment it is sped;
and I cafi not be the- retailer of ill-nature, be
.t decked in ever so bespangled or illuminated
a garb.

Yet these are nevertheless all redeernable
faults ; let Corinna curtail the exuberance of ber
remgrks, Trifletta study the -essence of words
n3pre than théir sound, Cunegonda restrain her
vivid wanderings,- and Scandelessa only do as ýhe
would.be done. by, and then they may all in time
emnulate -my own ArrEA, whose wit and viva-
èity is temperedby good nature and good sense,
ewhose, talents for conversation and - pleasantry
do not detrat, from- hier sympathy and friendli-
ness, and. ;WhoseI mental attractions aie only to
be -equalled' by the un fading 6êàuties ?of her
person- that yèars have 'notý dimmed, and by
the -undiminished conâtahcy 'of her affectioti
that poverty and misforttine have not destroy,
ed.-;

Withher a cottage would:be a palace, a prison-
dell a vale roya of sveets, company -and the
vdrld, a scëne offairy felicity, and HoME,- all, and
more :than is pictured so poetically. in the follow-

Ing:lineÇ
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HOME.

There's a -land of delight that the Stranger knowa ne4
Au Eden terrestrial, a soul-cheering spot,
Where the sun-shine of happiness poirs its best ray,

. And.the halo of pleasure enlgvens each d*y.

'Tis inknown to thé traveller 'that roams the world round
Xn wild dissipation it never is fonnd ;
'Tis not in the field where ambition staike highl;
Noris it in Courts with the artful and sly.

Vet it'blooms in all cauntries, 'tis known in al] climeq,
'Tis fànid in'all nations and founa at al] ties-
* n the rnountains of Norway, snow-cover'd and drear;

n the south whe;e the bn;ninç sun anes ail the year.

The shrine of-affection.within it is.raise.d.;
The altar of friendship long in. it bas blazed;
It is sacred tolove, and it loug-will etain
.The.dear sweets pf life that e fçun4 in 1ve's train.

7t was-given to tnão for a qniet retteat
From the noise of the world-there peace frxes her seat;
There gentle contentment delights to reside,
While soft, dove-eyed, tenderneas keaps by tl.eir side.

But ah ! there are dernons of jealànsy, hgte,
Dissipation, intemparice, that round this land .Wait,
To enter and spoil it. O ! -lt tiem nat corn%
For with them destruction woiil4 lavage yaur HOME.'!

rort T4lbt, U. «C.

The manly, gentleman Iy, and classical amuse
ment of racing, is, I see, about to be re»ewed in
*Montreal. It i one that isworthy of-an en-
lightene4.natîcn èqually desirous of çculivating
the arts;cf pèhce, nd of being prepazed to, cou-
front aggression., i Theeminently useful and pleas-
ing qualitiesof that noble. anirpa.k tbp hors:ç, are

cultivated, imnproved, *u4 *displayed .by races,
whilst joy, pastime, and delig4t are called forth,

.by the .occasion in ail classes. Tlbat;these, with
many other public. gamnes and ex:hibitions, are
liable tobe abused,,is.no argument to be applied
to their condemnation, ad abusu ad usum non va-
le: consequentiâ ; ail wé have to dd is tQ #uard s



much as possible, agâinst their abuse. The brincie
pal one is that of making this noble patime- a
trade, -or as our 'cute and cunnæng.neighbours in
Yankee-town would say, à speculation. Jockey-
ship. of all kinds should be discouraged, from the
sharp-eyed boy, who, with a knowing leer, will!
take a bribe on both sides,- to the importer and
puffer ofhorses that ;, have beat all befôre themn
in the Upper Province'and in the States." All
sales df horses made on the- ground should be de-
clared voidr- and the disgraceful scene that has
been practiced here, - of an auctioneer selling
horses on the -spot after the races- utterly prohi-
bited. Let the contest he between gentlemen
and gentlemen, to try the, speed, mettle, and
bottom of their own horses, for an honorary
or trifling -premium; and let jockeys, horse-
dealers, and professed speculatoÉs be in every pos-
sible way discouraged. . Gambling too is, I will
allow,. an.evil ofgigantic. growth that wil, accom-
pany- i his species of amusement; nor do lkn.ow of
any remedy that can be. proposed that cani re-
move it. Some consolation may be found in the
reflection that in thése bard. timies, as there is lit-
tle to spend, there is less to sport.

CRITIC, who ought rather to have signed Mi-
soGYNos, conceiying 1- want, t make all women
appear angels, instances -Queen -Mary, Lot's
daughters, Joseph's mistress, Sampson's. Dali.
lah, and Herod's Herodias, as either, in his court-
ly-languaje, great she-devils, or such at least as.
played tlie devil sufficiently'in their. turn. I. ne-
ver contended there were no bad·wonien,' (I do
nôt mean, bad women in the sense that mother9
and aunts imean- when-they admonish their sons
and :nephews,. fbr .evëry body 'kàows there are
plenty of them in Montreal; and some of themn
good creatures too, but I contend that -in wo



mnen, their virtues and excellencies are all intrin.
sically. and naturally their own, and that their
vices and failings, which 1 confess are not-few,
are all, without 7 exception, of .foreign growth,
occasioned by man, and are the consequences and
fruits of his conduct, of his example, of his .er-
roneous system, his bad treatient, and his evil
propensities. In a future number I will prove
this to be the case in all the instances Critic.ad-
duces, and in every other that can be brought
forward. L. L. M.

It will be perceived that the letter from Wil-
liam Henry* has not gone unregarded. Whether
the hint is taken or not the.Scribbler will be glad
to hear again fromn Mr. L. F.

Dn. S LEIGH's six lectures on Craniology are now
in progress, to-morrow, Friday, -will be the 4th,
and thefollowing Monday and Friday, tte 5th and
6th. Admission to one lecture, 5s. to three, 10s. v

LAvOisNE's ATLAS is openfor suscription at Mr.
H. H. Cunningham's, in St. Paul Street, vhere

a specimen may be seen every day aßer 3 o'càk

Subseriptions for. Receivesd by
The Edinburgh Revieto
Quart arly RHe îr
Qart meri Rev , H. c cunninghara, St. Paul Stret.

Neto MonAhly Mugazine.
2he Atheneum - Albert Ware,. St. Paul Street.
The Quebec Enquirer James Brown, St. Frane. Xav. Street.

'-The Scribbler James Lan'e,St. Paul Street.

I take this opportunity of exclaiming against. the barbarons.
and unnecessary change that bas been attempted to be màade in the
4ppellation of the above place from the original French name. of

Seail to -Willi m Henry,. one .that alroost rivals in absardity the
Homer's, the.Manlius', the Ulysses, the Sempronins', &:. of the.
Amrican Gazetteers. . Fortunately the nationality of the French
canacliains.is in this instance jUatified by good sense, and Sorel will
no. doubt, outlive its affect.ed .sd puny successor, William Henr.


