Techmical and Bibhiographic Notes / votes techmques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to vbtain the best original
copy avarlable tor filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically , which may alter any
o* the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of film, 4, are
checked below.

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

l ) Covers restored and/cr laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover titie missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink {1.e. other than blue or black}/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou sllustrations en couleur

7 Bound with other material/
M l Relié avec d’autres documents
Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de I"'ombre ou de ia
distorsion le fong de la marge intérieure

D Blank leaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/
11 se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d’une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mazs, lorsque cela étart possible, ces pages n‘ont
pas eté filmées

D Additional comments:/
Cc tares supplé taires:

This item 1s filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/

Ce document 25t filme au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X

L’Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu’il
lus a été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet
exemplaire qQui sont peut-&tre uniques du point de vue

bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image

reproduite, ou qu: peuvent exiger une modification
dans la méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués

ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured. stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées
D Pages detached/
Pages détachées
Showthrough/
v_| Transparence

’
/

Quality of print varies/
Quahité inégale de I'impression
m&mtinuous pagination/
Pagination continue
Includes index(es)/
Comprend un (des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de I'en-téte provient-

Title page of ssue/
Page de titre de la nvraison

Caption ot 1ssue/
Titre de départ de la livraison

Masthead/
Géndrique (périodiques) de 1a livraiscn

22X 26X 30x

-

12X 16X 20X

24X 28X

32%




THE

Ganadiaw Independent,

Vor. XVL TORONTO, JANUARY, 1870. No. 7.
A NEW YEAR'S SALUTATION,

*¢ A Happy New Year !” thus friend salutes friend,
As they chance this glad morning to meet ;

And to you, gentle reader, the greeting we send,
Grace and peace upon all we entreat !

A Happy New Year ! may new favours divine
Your daily thanksgivings employ,

And forbid you to envy the corn and the wine
Of the worlding’s unsanctified joy !

A Happy New Year ! your home ever bright,
Your children all guileless and way ;

With safety and peace for your portion by night,
And comfort and plenty by day !

A Happy New Year ! was the old overeast
With trouble, or sorrow, or pain’

May the frture, all joycus, effuce the durk past,
Or turn all its losses to gain !

- Happy New Year ! then work while it's day ;
’Tis a blessing no idler can know ;
The Master is calling, go point men the Way,
And snateh them from rauin and woe'!

A Happy New Year ! even now it grows old,
Already it hastens to die ;

Improve then its moments, more precious than goid,
I laytug up treasure on high !

ONLY A PRAYER-MEETINCG.

“I¢'s only a prayer-meeting,” said one young man to another, as they
stopped to listen at the door of a church in which a week night service
was being held.  Their estimate »f it is perhaps not an uncommonone ;
and yet there are few things more vitally hnportant to the spiritual life
and vigour of a church than its devotional meetings.  “he prayer-meet-



246 ONLY A PRAYER-MEETING.

ing may generally be taken as the index of a church’s religious life, a
kind of spiritual thermometer, by means of which it may be deter-
mined whether a people are “cold or hot.” Various circumstances, of
course, are to be taken into the account in forming a judgment in any
particular case, as for example, the season of the year, the nearness or
remoteness of the place of meecting, and the pressure of domestic and
other duties ; but, speaking gencrally, a lively and earnest church will
have a lively and well attended pray er meeting, while one that is cold
and sluggish will be sure there to betray its coldness and torpidity, if it
has one at all. Attendance upon public worship on the Lord’s day is
a duty distinctly enjoined upon us, disregard of which would be regarded
not only as a shameful neglect, but a sufficient cause for the exercise of
discipline. A churchis an assembly of believers, and believers are warned
“not to forsake the assembling of themselves together ;” but no such
divine injunc "on can be quoted in relation to the other days of the
week. Weread, indeed, that * they that feared the Lord,” in the time
of Malachi, “spake often one to another ; and the Lord hearkened and
heard it.” We read also of the early churches meeting for prayer for
special objects, as in the case of the “hundred and twenty ” who met
in the upper room at Jerusalem, and the all-night prayer-meeting on be-
half of Peter, in the house of Mary, the mother of John Mark. But
although these furnish us wiih valuable and stimulating precedents,
which a warm and loving heart will not be slow to follow, they cannot
be construed into positive injunction ; and to make attendance upon class
or prayer-meeting compulsory seems to us to destroy the very spirit which
such a rule aims at promoting.

But with all true christians love ought to have the force of law in
regard to such exercises. We are accustomed to sing with Cowper,

‘“ Prayer makes the darkened cloud withdraw,—
Prayer climbs the ladder Jacob saw -

Gives exercise to faith and love,

Brings every blessing from above ;"

and to avow our belief, with Mo..tgomery, that

‘“ Prayer is the-Christian’s vital breath,—

The Christian’s native air ;"
and if we do honestly believe it, and desiré the blessings it is designed to
bring down, our faith will prove itself by a regular and.punctual em-
ployment of it. But how often, alas! is the prayer-meeting thinned by
a shower of rain, or a flurry of snow, or a little extra heat or cold,
neither of which would diminish the attendance at a concert, or a pano-
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rama, or prevent the most delicate man in the community from going
to his office or workshop. And how often, too, where public entertain-
mants of the description we have named, come into competition with the
devotional meetings of the church, do the latter have to give way to the
former! Similarly potent is the ettraction of the Masons’ or the Odd-
fellows’ Lodge-room, whose claimns seldom fail to take precedence over
those of thi Lecture-room, if the night of meeting be the same. And
then, there is a large class of the membership in every church who stay
away, not from any counter-attraction, but from sheer indifference. The
prayer-meeting is not for them ; at least, so they feel about it.

Now it must he confessed that the fault is not always, or wholly with
those who neglect it. It often lies to a large extent with those who
conduct it, or take part in it. ‘“Qur prayer-meeting is as cold as an
iceberg,” said one. It was the condition of his own heart that suggest-
ed the simile! But he wanted to complain of somchady, so he cast the
blame of it on lus minister. Perhaps the reproach was mervited ; per-
haps it was not. DBut we can easily conceive of the truthfulness of the
description, if the meeting was conducted like some we have seen. Only
let the few who attend sit as far from the desk, and as widely scattered
as poussible ; let them drawl out such hymns as

¢ Hark ! from tombs a doleful sound,” or

¢ My heart, how dreadful hard it is!”

to old “ Wulsall" or plaintive Martyrs,” (expressive name)! let the
prayers be muttered and mumbled sa that nobody, not to say the aged
and the deaf, can hear them ; and let the exhortations be full of com-
plainings of things in general, and of the prayer-meeting in particular,
aud any church may e‘xtemporize an “iceberg” in July ! Nothing less
than Pentecostal tongues of fire can melt it; and indeed, we doubt if
Pentecost would ever have come, had the meeting in the upper room in
Jerusalem been conducted in that way !

It is far easier, however, to point out defects than to remedy them,
and we would strongly advise any one who thinks bhis minister is to
blame in the matter, to try his hand in conducting one. 'We vouch for
it he shall have the opportunity, if he can do it any better.

But this we may do to improve our devotional meetings. We may
make it arule to be always in attendance, if possible, and to carry a de-
votional spirit with us whenwe go. 'We may be more sociable, and sit
closer together. 'We may be shorter, more earnest in manner as well as
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in spirit, and more specific in prayer. We may sing hymns and not
dirges, made yet more dirge-like by the foolish custom of “lining” them,
And finally, we may go to meet Him who has said, “ Where two or three
are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”
Going with such an errand we should always find Him ; and then,
instead of complaining of the coldness of the church and the prayer-
meeting, weshould oftener have to say, “ Did not our hearts burn within
us, while He talked with us by the way?”

The winter is again upon us,—the season which, for a variety of rea-
sons, may be called our harvest tine. Let us improve it. Let the weck
of prayer be the signal for vigorous, and united, and persevering etfort,
The Lord is no more willing to hear, or able to save, now than at any
other season, but men are more at leisure, and more easily accessible on
the subject of religion. Invite them to the house of God. Preach
unto them Jesus, and the resurrcction.  Ye that make mention of the
Lord, keep not silence ! And surely “your God will come, even God
with a recompense ; He will come and save you.”

THE WEEK OF PRAYER.

The Ervangelicel Alliance, in announcing the ninth annual recurrence
of the Week of Prayer—to be held from the 2nd to the 9th of January
—reconrnends the following subjects for concert in prayer on the suc-
cessive days of meeting :

SUNDAY, JaN. 2ND—Sermons—Person and Work of the Holy Spirit.
Gal. v. 22, 23. .

Moxpay, JAN. 3rRD.—Personal—Thanksgiving for individual mercies,
confession of sin, and prayer for personal holinessand more entire con-
secration to God’s service.

TuUEspAY, JAN. 4TH.—National.—Prayer for all in authority in our
own and other lands ; for universal peace ; for removal of political cor
ruption and increase of integrity and righteousness in government ; for
religious liberty and advances of truth in countrics where religious li-
Lerty is enjoyed, and where it is sought.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 5TH.—Domestic apd Social—Prayer for parents
and children, and the blessinigs of the Christian home ; for employers
and the employed ; for all schools and colleges.

THURSDAY, JAN. 6TH.—Christian Union.—Thanksgiving for Christian
union, and prayer for its increase ;, special supplication in behalf of the
efforts of the Evangelical Alliance in this country, and for the Divine
blessing on the assembly of Christians from all countries to be held in
the autumn of this'year in New York.
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FRIDAY, JAN. Tth.—The Christian Church.—Prayer for all ministers
of the Word, and that the Lord would send forth more faborers ; for all
officers and members of Christian churches ; for the removal of false
doctrine, and especially for the blessing of God upon 2ll members of
the Roman Catholic Church ; that He would overrule the (Ecumenical
Council in Rome, for the dissemination of His Gospel and the over-
throw of hierarchal domination,

SATURDAY, JAN. 8TH.—The FWorld.—Prayer for the spread of God’s
Word, and a pure literature in all lands; for men of commerce and
science, that our civilization may be Christianized, aud its material
resources consecrated ; for Christians in heathen and idolatrous coun-
tries ; for the Chinese and all imunigrants in Airerica ; for missionaries
and missionary and religious societies, and for the conversion of the
world to Christ.

SunpAy, Jan. 9tH.—1 Cor. 13.

MORE ABOUT UNION WITH BAPTISTS.

The Wutchman and Reflector, the able Baptist paper in Boston, says: —

It will relieve many troubled consciences to learn from so high authority
that neither the practice nor the belief of infant baptism is a necessary condi-
tion of membership in a Cougregational church. It will also tend to relieve
the denomination wholly of the unscriptural innovation, and to place it more
squarely on the Protestant basis. It will thus hasten the time when the two
great Congregational bodies of the United States shall be able to unite in
ordinance and organization, as they are now united in doctrine and polity.”

We confess that we are surprised that a paper of the reputation of
the Watchman should only now learn what has so long been the practice
of Congregational Churches in regard to communion. To make both
the practice and the belief of infant baptism essential to membership,
would be worse than the usage of Baptists themselves, none of whom,
so far as we know, require delicf in immersion, if the candidate will only
submit to the practice of it. Our one requirement in order to member-
ship is credible evidence of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and our
reason for the adoption of such a term of communion, that the entrance
into the visible church should be no wider, and no narrower, than the
entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven.

As to the tendency of our practice to unite “the two great Congrega-
tional bodies, in ordinance and organization,” we cordially agree with our
contemporary, though we beg leave to doubt whether it will be in just
the way he seems to anticipate. We think it will “tend to relieve the
[Baptist] denomination of the unscriptural innovation” of close com-
munion, and “place it more squarely on th Protestant basis” of every
man’s right, and specially every Christian man’s right, of private judg-
ment. We have no wish to speak uncharitably in regard to the usages
of our brethren, but we cannot help thinking that for any denomination,
and that, perhaps, not the most learned, to set up its opinion against
nearly the whole of Christendom, and wnchurch it, on the score of an
honest difference respecting the mode of baptism, savours too strongly
of the claims put forth by a certain old man in the chair of St. Peter, at
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Rome. The remark of a writer in the Christian Union. is applicable, we
are sorry to say, in other quarters than those for which he intends it :—

““Infallibility is not the claim of the Pope of Rome exclusively—it is the
major premiss of theologians generally that, whatever clse in this world may
be doubtful, they are exempted from all error in religious dogmas. The
ioung gentleman who cannot construe his Greek Testament, and has been

ut a few months in ecclesiastical swaddling-clothes, is as infallible when con-
signing unbaptized infants to perdition ex cathedra, or settee, in the high
church drawing-room, as was c¢ver tha Old Man of the Seven Hills, when pro-
mulgating a new ar’icle of failh. We recall at this momert only onc divine
of any prominence who has confessed the dimness of his eyesight in the
knowledge of truth, and that waa St. Paul, when he said ‘Now I see through
a glass darkly. . .. ITow I know in part and prophesy in part, but then
shall I know even as also I am knovrn.””

Would that all Christiana were possessed of more of Paul’s spirit.

MATERIALS FOR OUR CHURCH HISTORY—NO. XI.

THE ANCIENT CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH AT Livirroor, N. S.
By James WooDrow.

At the time of the removal from New England of a number of people
to Acadia or Nova Scotia, Liverpvol was selected for one of tlie settle-
ments. It is stated that in 1760, abcut twenty five families arrived,
and that in a short time a number of others followed. Among the.
early settlers we find the foilowing names:—Joseph Collins and seven
gons, Joscph Barss, Thomas Christopher, John and James Peach, Wil-
liam West, John West, Medad Tupper,” Nathan Tupper, B. Freeman,
Col. Perkins, Capt. Hopkins, and Messrs. Johnson, Hunt, Dairow,
Lewin, Banks, Kunowles, Prigcs, Parker, Gorham, Gerrish, Nickerson,
Roberts, Burbank, Millant, Crov.ell, Harlow, Bcomer, Page, Cobb,
Kempton, and Minard. In December, 1760, President Belcher wrote to
England, that the settlers at Liverpool wers of a very vsorthy class, and
that they were then engaged ir building three vessels for the fisheries.
In 1762, Liverpool had 1ncreased to eighty families. They had their
difficulties at first in consequer.ce of thei* isclated position, and an ac-
count states that they were compe:led one winter to usc wild rabbits to
a considerable extent for foed. In 1761, Liverpool was first represented
in the General Assembly of Nova Scotia by Benjamin Gerrish and
Nathan Tupper.

The settlers at Liverpeol feeling their need of a religious teacher, sent
to their former friends in Massachusetts, and the Rev. Isreel Cheevers,
a licentiate of Harvard College, visited the place. Attempis have beea
made to prove that Mr. Cheevers was a Presbyterian, and that &e or-
ganized a Presbyterian church, but this error has arisen from the fact
that in many places in *he Lower Provinces, persons of other denomina-
tions call Congregationalists by the name Presbyterian, the Congrega-
tionalists not having to any extent promulgated their distinctive

rinciples. Reliable accounts prove that Mr. Cheevers was an orthodox
ongregationalist, and that the church at Liverpool was a Congrega-
tional Church. There may have been some persons having a tendency
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to Presbyterianism, but it is evident it was a Congregational Church
from the fact that after Mr. Cheevers had ministered to the people a
ghort time, he was invited to settle, an invitation which he accepted,
and that then he was sent with letters to Congregational ministers in
Massachusetts, who convened a Council at Rochester, Mass., and in-
stalled him as Pastor of the Liverpool church in accordance with its
request on the 19th September, 1761.  Mr. Cieevers returned to
Liverpool, and preached in private dwellings, in the school house, or
wherever opportunity offered. Several times town meetings were held,
in accordance with New England custom, for the purpose of devising
ways and means to secure the erection of a meeting house; but not
until 1774, was anything definite agreed upon. At a town meeting in
that year it was resolved to erect a place of worship to he owned by
proprietaries, who should take shares. It was agreed that the dimen-
sions of the building should be 56 x 42, and the work was proceeded
with. In 1776, the building, now known as ¢ Old Zion,” was opened
for Divine worship, as the record of the Town Commissioners further
states that a town meeting was convened and held therein November
18, 1777.  The cost of the huilding is stated to have been £804.

At a subsequent period exciting meetings were held by the Rev. Mr.
Black, a Methodist minister, and some of the proprietaries of *“Old
Zion” became Methodists, and claimed an interest as such in the build-
ing, which appears to have been recognised. After a time the Con-
gregationalists withdrew on account of some difficulty, and held their
gervices in a separate place, some years since occupied by a daughter of
Mr. Nathaniel Smith, one of the early settlers. An arrangement was
at length arrived at, and the sharss in “Old Zion” were purchased from
the Methodists, since which time. till now, “Old Zion” has been® held
for bona fide Congregational purposes.

Mr. Cheevers was not the man, however, to establish firmly a Puritan
or Congregational Church, for although sufficiently orthodox in his be-
Lief, it 1s to be feared that he laid more stress on orthodox opinions than
orthodox life; and it is stated that he was somewhat lax himself in his
course. Under his preaching the church became petritied and cold, and
the people got into a frame of mind which would cause many among
them to jump to the opposite extreme. There was not the same oppor-
tunity then to get news as at present, and the word passed from one to
another that a great preacher was at work in the settlements, stirring
up the people’s hearts. Henry Alline was passing from place to place,
and by his fervid appeals created great excitement. He was a good
young man, a zealous preacher, but injudicious, and his popularity
warped his judgment.

*“Oh popular applause, what heart of man
Ia proof against thy sweet seducing charms?
The wisest and the best feel urgent need
Of all their caution in thy gentlest gales.”

At length Henry Alline arrived in Liverpool. Everybody was in ex-
pectation. His fame had preceded him, and the people flocked to see
and hear. He preached in “ Old Zion” to crowded audiences, and his
fiery eloquence produced a marked effect. He stirred up enthusiasm.
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Numbers were converted under his preaching, and in the language of
the Rev. James Howell, to whom the writer is greatly indebted for in-
formation contained in this sketch, “many were led te give themselves
to the Lord, and to one another, according to the will of God.” In his
diary, Mr. Alline says of this visit: —“I travelled through the woods
from Port Medway to Liverpool, where I preached in different places,
and found some little moorings among the people. Some began to fear
their foundation to be wrong who had been professors, and the Lord
gave me strength and liberty to declare the truths of the gospel; and I
told the elders and members of a church that was gathered there on a
Jorm my mind of their standing, and the Lord shook many of them.”
The foregoing extract shows the indiscretion of Henry Alline in dealing
with churches. He would wrive in a strange place, and gathering, per-
haps, from disatfected ones, such information as he could get, he would
in many instances proclaim pastor and members unconverted. Division
would he the result, and those who sided with him were, in his view,
the only true people of God. Either a new church would be organized,
or divisions and jealousies and bickerings follow in the wake of that
which the zealous and godly man thought was a glurious work., At the
Falls he preached twice every day, caring more for the salvation of souls
than he did for his health, for he was weak in body. Houses were
crowded, many were awakened, “which was such a new thing to them,”
his diary says, ‘“they did not know what ailed them; it was new and
strange to them, and to the whole town.” After preaching daily for a
short time, Mr. Alline left Liverpool, and the usual result was realized,
some were rejoicing in Christ, some were under the influence of the
enthusiasm, and then there was, as in other places, schism, alienation,
division. There was now bitterness in the church, and one part remain-
ed at “Zion,” with Mr. Cheevers, and another part organized separate
worship. In the account given by Mr. Alline, it is related that Mr.
Cheevers, “whom they had often tried to get removed, was so enraged
against his people for their holding up separate meetings, that he desired
a dismission, mther expecting that it would be the means of their re-
turning to him, and that when the trial eame they would not dismiss
him. But the people embraced the opportunity and gave him his dis-
mission.” In August of that year (1782), Nathan Tupper, Samuel
Hunt, Nathaniel Freeman, Benjamin Parker, and Simeon Perkins, on
behalf of the church, invited the Rev. Jonathan Scott, the Pastor of the
Congregational Church at Chebogue, to come and assist them by dis-
pensing the ordinances of the gospel, and by labour and advice, for they
said Mr. Cheevers, at his own request, has been released from the pas-
toral care of the church “by a large majority.” Mr. Scott could not
comply with their desire, and Mr. Alline returned to Liverpool in
November of the same year, and was informed of the removal of Mnr.
Cheevers.  “This,” he says, “opened the way still more for the work of
God, and almost all the town assembled together, and God was there
with a truth. T preached every day, and sometimes twice a day.” Mr.
Alline continued to preach for a time at Liverpool, and the settlements
surrvunding, having, as his diary relates, great success.

From Mr. Howell's sketch, the writer learns that the people nnited in
giving Henry Alline a unanimous invitation w become their pastor;
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and in_February, 1783, the church was reorganized, thirty-five members
uniting together in fellowship, and adopting a declaration of fuith, church
order and covenant, which has not since heen materially altered, if at all.
« It does not appear,” wrote Mr. Howell, *“that Mr. Alline continued
labouring for any great length of time after this in Liverpool.” In fact,
he could not settle in any one locality. He considered himself an
Evangelist, and believed it his duty to tiavel from place to place, and in
that way toil in the service of his Divine Master until his death, which
occurred not long after, while on a visit to New Hampshire. It was
fortunate for the church that Mr. Cheevers resigned, otherwise it might
have met the same fate as other churchies where Henry Alline laboured,
and separated the members from each other.

After Mr. Alline’s departure the people of Liverpool continued to as-
semble {ogether, and occusionally had visits from the Rev. John Pay-
zant, who at length (in 1801) entered upon his labours as pastor, and for
over thirty years broke the bread of life to a prosperous and united
church. Rev. Mr. Howell says of his work:—“He was eminently
blessed of God, especially in the early part of his ministry, which
he was permitted to prosecute, until old age and increasing infirmity
made it needful for him to resign his charge. This took place in 1834,
and in the same year he was called to his reward, dying eminently the
death of the righteous. During his long and peaceful pastorute, it is
caleulated that from 170 to 200 members were added to the church.”

The Rev. Mr. Elder occupied the pulpit for a year after the death of
Mr. Payzant, but changing his ecclesiastical views, resigned the pastoral
charge. Mur. Elder had ordained Mr. Warren Nickerson, a member of
the church, to be an Evangelist, and Mr. Nickerson occasionally minis-
tered to the people.

The Rev. James Melvin, who was supplying the Free Baptist Church
at Port Medway, received an invitation to supply the pulpit of the
Liverpool Congregational Church, which he accepted. Subsequently he
was invited to take the pastoral charge, and entered upon that office in
1836, and for some years the church enjoyed prosperity, and had many
added to its fellowship. .

At length in 1847, some unpleasant féelings arose'between the pastor
and some of the people. A second church was formed, and after a time
the services of the Rev. Mr. Markland, a missionary from Demerara,
were secured, who ministered for three years. I will again quote from
Rev. Mr. Howell :—

“The second church then secured the services of the Rev. F. Tomp-
kins, A. M., ip connection with his labours in erecting, and afterwards
presiding over the Gorham College from November, 1852, till March,
1856, when Mr. Melvin (informally as it afterwards appears), accepted
the position of the retired or incapacitated minister of the first church,
and the two churches approving the step united as one church, inviting
the Rev. Mr. Tompkins'k:,o the pastorate, which was accepted by him.”

The labours of Mr. Tompkins, in connection with the College, being
too great, the Rev. James Porter, previously of Sheffield, N.B., now of
Ontario, assisted him in pastoral work for a few months.

“During the above period,” says Mr. Howell, “the College Building,
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called the Gorham College, (which had been promoted, and in @ greit
measure built and partially endowed by the widow of the late James
Gorham, Esq.), was burnt down; and it having been resolved subse-
quently that the College should be carried on in Halifax, in connexion
with the Dalhousie College, Mr. Tomkins had to remove thither. The
attempt not succeeding there, after 12 months Mr. Tomkins removed
with his family to England, leave of absence having been accorded to
him by a meeting of the church, held August 7, 1859. In consequence
of his continued absence, at a meeting of the church it was unanimously
resolved that he be requested to resign his pastorate.”

Subsequent to this, Mr. Melvin resumed his position as senior pastor
of the church, which he still retains. For some years there were divi-
sions, difficulties, lawsuits, but with these the writer will not meddle, as
he has never had the opportunity of visiting that section of Nova Scotia,
and no good would result in reviving those things that have in the past
injured the church, and which should be allowed to rest.

The Rev. James Howell, from Guelph, Ontario, became the assistant
minister of the church, in 1860, which, with the stations around, would
supply work for several men.

The church at Milton, which is flourishing under the pastoral care of
the Rev. R. K. Black, was, until 1855, a branch of the Liverpool church,
and the church at Pleasant River, at a ter distance, where the Rev.
S. Sykes ministers, is another outgrowtir.ea

For the last three years the Rev. C. Duff has laboured at Liverpool,
Brooklyn and Beachmeadows, and his labours have been greatly blessed.

Of the present position and prospects of Congregationalism in Liver-
pool and the surrounding country, the readers of the Independent have
been furnished with accounts from time to time. In Queen’s County,
Nova Scotia, there are noble men and women striving for the main-
tenance and growth of Christian churches, governed jaccording to the
principles laid down in the New Testament. Itis the hope of the
writer that no root of bitterness will be revived, but that all who ad-
here to the church polity of the Apostolic days will work together
heartily for one common cause.

The Bome Department,

THE SCULPTOR OF BRUGES.
BY MARIE SIBREE.
( Continued from page 228).

The tears started to Anka's eyes. “No; I am an orphan, and with-
out a friend in this country. But my parents were Protestants, and I
learned to read the Scripture at my mother's knee. I wish she had
buried me then.”

“ It is a sad thing to be motherless, and it is a great trial to be child-
less. I had five children once; one died in its infancy, and I was
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stricken to the earth with grief ; but I lived to thank God for His ten-
derness to my "'ttle girl, when I saw her brothers persecuted and hunted
from place to place, till they were violently put to death.” Anka felta
shudder pass through her aged companion’s frame; but the wound in
her motherly heart was too deep for outward emotion, and she calmly con-
tinued, “But they are safe at home ; the children are all there before
their old mother. I am just waiting my Lord’s time ; sometimes I get
impatient, ar d wonder why I am kept so iong on the journey, and fancy
that my work must be done, now that my children are gone. You think
it hard that your mother should be taken from you, but never doubt the
Lord’s wisdom, my dear.”

The good old woman had taken the surest methed of obtaining Anka’s
confidence, by so frankly alluding to her own sorrows. Her Leart felt
strangely drawn towards her unhappy fellow-captive; the childless
matron had long since found that in comforting others she received the
freatest consolation herself. “Tell me all your story,” she said. “If

fcannot help you, it will at least relieve your mind, for you say you have
no friends.”

¢« Nothing can ever lessen this load ; but I will tell you everything.”
And Anka simply told her tale, hiding nothing except Cuthbert’s name ;
ending her narrative with the remark, “ You see I had no excuse, I can
only compare myself to Judas, whe, after knowing the Lord and walk-
ing with Him, and being numbered with the disciples, sold his Master.
Perhaps I should, after all, have destroyed myself but for the Spanish
officers.”

“Say rather, but for the mercy of God, who is still seeking His wan-
dering sheep. Do you sincerely believe, my dear, that you were ever a
child of God, born again of water and of the Spirit?”

“Oh, yes! I never doubted ey acceptance through Jesus Christ. I
cannot doubt even now but that once my name was written in heaven.
My case is worse than if I had always been a heathen.”

“I would not for a moment speak lightly of your sin, my dear, but let
me say that you dishonour the Lord, by doubting his power and His love.”

Paul at this moment looked into the ante-room: ¢ Come, old lady, the
commissioners are just ready.” :

The old woman rose, but as she wished Anka a speedy release, she
said, “ Remember, my dear, that if Judas himself had asked forgive-
ness, it would have been as freely aceorded to him as to the thief on the
cross.”

With verg little persuasion, Van Hoven gave the commissioners all
the information he could about Anka, and the cause of her leaving his
house ; but they could elicit nothing that might in any way connect her
with the conspiracy. Another cause for detention was, however, soon
supplied. It was presumed that Anka was still a Romanist, and in the
usual manner she was requested to kiss the cross, and swear by the holy
relic that she had no knowledge of Van Hoven's treason, and had had
no intercourse with him during the past two years.

Anka refused to take such an oath, she would only make a solemnde-
claration.

‘ Are you not a Romanist?" they asked.

“I am not,” she replied.
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“ You call yourself a Protestant then, I suppose 1" sneered the chief
enquirer.

“T am not worthy of claiming that honour,” answered she, “ but I
believe inall the doctrines held by the Reformers.”

Thus, while the accusation in reference to treasonable connivance
seemed to fall through, the religious question was not so easily disposed
of ; and Anka was remanded to prison, with the sentence, *Take her
away ; a few weeks' loss of liberty, and she will be ready to swear by
all the relics in Christendom.”

Anka felt that she deserved the sarcasm, but it was none the less pain-
ful to bear.

For six weeks she was kept a close prisoner, on very short allowance
of food ; but her meditations during that interval were not such as
would lead to a second recantation. Though she would not have ac-
knowledged it to herself, she was not so hopeless and utterly miserable
since her conversation in the ante-chamber, for she could not help dwell-
ing on the kind old woman’s parting words, and impatiently waited
another summons for the chance of seeing her again.

To her surprise, however, when Paul again paid her a visit, it was to
say that she was free. “But youmaust be out of the city by sundown, or
not even Count Avallo’s favour and gold will protect you from punish-
ment.”

“Count Avallo! who is he " asked Anka.

“Why, the Spanish officer. You must have taken his fancy tremen-
dously, for he has spared nothing to get you released. He is waiting
now outside, I dare say, to receive your thanks.” Paul seemed very
much amused ; but his intelligence made Anka extremely urcomfort-
able. She was half inclined to refuse her freedom on such terms ; but
then, she thought, it might be merely a mistake, or a piece of mischief
on Paul's part.  As she left the cell she asked if the old woman was still
in prison.

“What have you to do with any old women ?” said Paul, suddenly
turning cross.

«1 want to speak to her before I go.”

«“Idaresay. You just take your unexpected good luck, and be gone.”

“T would give you this if I might just see her again,” said Anka,
drawing something from her dress-—it was the necklace ; poverty had
never induced her to part with it ; but she felt at that moment, as if
more than life depended on her seeing her nameless friend again.

« Where did you get that 1" demanded Paul. .

“ From my mother ; it was her last gift,” replied Anka, looking at it
lovingly, and then offering it to the man.

«“ Keep the bauble ; I don't wearbeads. If you are so uncommonly
anxious to see the old woman, come this way. Mind, you can only stay
half-an-hour, and don’t you two he hatching any plots, or it will be worse
for her.”

“There is no fear of that. 1 will not abuse your kindness, nor will
your aged prisoner, I am sure.”

It 1s a pity but some one had a notion for getting Zer freedom ; she
makes me think of my own mother. I never like to take her & crust, and
then turn the key upon her.”
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“ Anka was following Paul; she stopped, and touched his sleeve.

“Let her go in my place, do please, and let me stay, good Paul.”

“ Nonsense ; I should most likely be in irons, myself, to-morrow ; the
commissioners are very choice over this criminal—she took so much
trouble to capture. And a pretty rage Connt Avallo would be in, when
I took him a wrinkled grandmother instead of a handsome young
woman; but I won't flatter you. Spaniards know how to do that much
better than we plain spoken Belgians. Here we are—you must come
the moment I bid you.”

The occupant of the cell (which was an exact counterpart of the one
Anka had left) was reading from a well-worn manuscript, when the
maiden was unceremoiiiously ushered in, and the door locked upon her.
Paul, with his roughness, had been very considerate to the old lady.
He knew about the manuscript, but winked at her retention of it against
all prison rules. She looked up with her peaceful smile, welcomed her
guest as courteously as if she stood under her own roof and offered
her single chair. The chair Anka declined, and seated herself on a foot-
stool, an article of luxury that Paul had contrived to introduce without
regard to order.

“I have not long to stay, good mother ; my release has come, but I
had a great desire to see you once more.”

“I amn glad to hear that you are liberated, my dear ; it matters net
much to one like me, whose term of life is nearly ended, where its last
few days are spent ; but for the young, it is an unnatural state of quie-
tude, and often deforms the strongest mind. But, my dear, I hope you
are not accepting freedom for your limbs, and still refusing the redemp-
tion purchased long ago for your soui ?”

Anka looked up quickly. “I would part with every limb for one
hour’s real peace.  If pardon were offered to me, indeed I would not
refnse it ; but I cannot find room for hope.”

“ And why should there not be hope ? you believe in this sacred
word.” She pointed to the open pages before her.

“Yes; butit is long since I have read a line.”

“Then listen now and remember, my dear, that it is God who speaks,
and to disbelieve his promises, is to make Him a liar. Return thou
backsliding Israel, saith the Lord, and I will not cause my anger to fall
upon you ; for I am merciful, saith the Lord;’ and again, ¢ When the
wicked man turneth away from the wickedness he hath committed,
doeth that which is lawful and right he shall save his soul alive.” And
here, as if the Lord would stretch out His hand to those in the ver
lowest estate, He says, ¢ O Isracl, thou hast destroyed thyself; but th
me is thine help.” 1 will heal their backsliding ; I will love them
frecly ; for mine anger is turned away.” Will you say there is no
hope ¢

To Anka it still appeared too great a mercy to be true, and she re-
plied, doubtfully, « But those things were addressed to the Jews ; I have
sinned even worse than they did ; for no Christ had as yet died for
them—their light was dim. It seems presumptuous, after all my sin,
to think God can still love and care for me.”

“Do you think you were ever more worthy of His notice, my dear ?
Had you ever a claim upon his mercy ? Did it cost the Saviour less to
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atone for your first childish fault than it does now to wash away this
load of guilt? You but hazard His displeasure, and increase your
offence, by refusing His offered pardon. You say you are lost, then you
are one of those whom Jesus came on purpose to seek. You have read the
story of Peter's denial 7" Yes; Anka remembered it well. ¢ Then
hear it once more ;” and the old woman turned to another portion of
her treasure, and read until she came to the words, ‘ And the Lord
turned and looked upon Peter.” My dear, the Lord has been lookin$
atWou for a long time ; He has never lost sight of you for a moment.”

Then Anka’s unbelief gave way ; she threw herself on her knees beside
her faithful friend, *“and wept bitterly.”

«All your struggles against conscience,” continued the old woman,
“and all your wretchedness He has seen ; and He knew that at last, if
nothing else led you back to Him, for very weariness you would ke
driven to His feet.”

« Oh! it seecms too much, too much!"” sobbed Anka.

«Toomuch for us to understand, but not too much for Him to do;
for in loving and forgiving, in remembering our helplessness, and for-
getting our ingratitude, He shows Himself the Son of man and the Son
of God. My child, those honour the Saviour most who draw most freely
on His bounty.

. Paul’s half-hour of grace extended to an hour; but it seemed only a
few minutes to Anka, as she hung upon the words that fell free from
the aged Christian’s lips, whether read from the sacred page, or the
utterance of her own full heart. Anka trembled for herself in the
future, and had the choicc been given her she would gladly have shared
her comforter’s cell.

¢« We are safest,” remarked the latter, “ when we distrust own
strength. “1n me is thine help said the Lord.’”

And so the two women parted ; they had not even asked each other’s
names, and never met again on earth.

Before Anka left the prison, her kind benefactor, whom she had mis-
taken for the bold Carlos Alba, had been suddenly called *to leave the
city with his regiment, to join the detested Alva, who was mustering all
his forces for another encounter with the brave Netherlands. The bat-
tles and seiges that followed do not concern us now, although we may
be interested in the fate of one or two of the combatants.

We will pass on to the day that succeeded one of the engagements,
when, the excitement over, nothing but the ghastliness and cruelty of
war remained. On the battle-field, those who had fiercely struggled to-
gether were being buried peacefully together in one common grave ; and
in the little village church, that had been turned into a temporary hos-
pital, friends and foes lay side by side drinking from the same cup, and
being ministered to by the same gentle hands.

From one sufferer to another passed a grave woman, whose eyes often
overflowed at the sight of pain beyond her power to alleviate ; but ah !
the tender pity in her looks ; the sympathizing words so softly spoken ;
the womang( attentions so delicately bestowed, were better than the
leeches, lancet or drugs for some of those sick and dying men. Few
were the comforts, and scanty the food for the little hospital, but that
woman's presence stilled all complaints, and the coarsest trooper refrain-
ed his customary oaths in her hearing.
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# Sister Anka,” moaned a feeble voice, while an eager hand caught
the dark blue dress of the sister. She was filling one of the sacred cups
with fresh water, that had been brought from the village well. “For
pity’s sake give me some water.” The wounded man was lying on the
floor of the church, his head resting on the lowest step leading to the
altar. Sister Anka stooped down, put the silver cup to his lips, and
lifted his head while he drank. The draught revived him, and Anka
readjusted the bandages that were loosened by his feverish movements.
He watched her with grateful eyes, for the touch of her hands quiffled
and soothed him. I wish I could find you a better covering,” said she,
wrapping part of an old blanket over his shattered limbs ; for though the
day was bright, the stone church with its dark coloured windows, gave
little access to warmth, even light; and Anka's poor patient shivered
with cold. “Do you think I am mortally wounded, sister Anka ?”
She shook her head, “ I cannot tell ; I am too ignorant of surgery ; but
I trust we shall get you wounds properly dressed before night.”

It will be too late then, I should only be tortured in vain. Thank
you, good sister ; you have made my hard couch softer by your compas-
sion,” and he reverently drew her hand tohis lips.

The cup was filled, and drained many times; fovered temples were
bathed, and slighter injuries were attended to with the skill that comes
by instinct to every loving, strong-hearted woman. But the greatest
diligence and chanty could not make it other than a very woful scene.

While Anka was occupied at one end of the building, a priest came
in to administer extreme unction to those who were dying. He had
been on the battle-field since day-break, doing his best to prepare the
departing spirits of his countrymen to meet their last great foe.

“Do you want to confess once more " whispered the priest, bending
over the soldier that lay near the altar, seeing in his countenance sure
signs of approaching dissolution.

“ No, I have done with your corrupt Church,” replied the sufferer.
¢« Yet stay, I have something that I wish to tell you. Lift my hand a
little higher, please. I was once a priest myself—yes, and took stricter
vows than have ever been imposed upon you, for I belong to the Holy
Inquisition.”

“ The Inquisition ! how did you escape and elude detection and pun-
ishment 1" asked Cuthbert, for he was the priest, astonished at the reve-
lation.

¢ Oh, by a thousand schemes. 1 have no strength to tell you how I
got free ; but I have been in the army three months, and I am well con-
tent to know that I am about to die a soldier’s death.”

% But why did you forsake the calling you had chosen 1”

“ Because I found that instead of entering a society to further the
kingdom of Jesus, the merciful and tender Saviour, I had beern entrap-
ped into the service of Satan, and was expected to inflict such cruelties
upon innocent men as were only fit for fiends in the lower world to
execute. It makes me shudder now to think of what I saw and heard
in those secret chambers. I hope I shall leaye all those memories be-
hind me in the grave. It is well ordered that no victim shall return to
society that has once descended to those regions. There was one that
they tortured without remorse; he had the noblest face I ever saw.



260 HOME DEPARTMENT.

They said he was a seulptor, and that the fame of his genius had spread
throughout Europe.”

Cuthbert looked earnestly at the ex-priest, who asked, “Did you
know Hans, the sculptor?”

“ Yes, we were friends for many years, until his heresy raised an im-
passable barrier between us.”

“}eretic, or whatever you may call him, he was the most patient
bejng I ever saw ; his gentleness was something more than human. The
n‘nt he died I went to his cell, to ask a question, and found him as
happy as a little child who is falling into sleep on its mother’s breast.
He told me Christ was everything to him then. I have never forgotten
his words ; it was as if an angel from heaven had spoken to me. His
relentless judges thought to finish their work next day, but he had gone
home to rest before the morning.  How my heart rejoiced to know that,
at last, he was beyond their reach. Now leave me, for my peace has
been made long since with God, and my sins confessed to Him. Ask
Sister Anka to come and speak to me once more ; she talks like the
sculptor, and takes away that fear of death.”

At the mention of Anka’s name Cuthbert’s aspect changed. Surely
there were other maidens of that name, but to him therc was only one
Anka in the world, and lifting his head he saw her standing near.
Their eyes met, and Anka instantly recognized her former friend and
director.

¢ Cuthbert ! ” she exclaimed, with a crimson check. Z/e pras speech-
less ; her name died upon his rrembling lips. She knelt down, and
across the body of the dying man the hands of the ill-fated lovers met.
The priest was decply moved, and all his nature rebelled against the
decree that sundered them. “ So must we ever meet,” thought he, “in
this life, with death between us and happiness.” Anka’s face grew paler
than betore, as she looked forward to the end of time, and felt that per-
haps then they would be parted for ever. The same idea oceurred to
the priest ; he saw she wore no c10ss, and her dress was not that of any
charitable order.

« Anka,” said he, in a fearful whisper, “have you been faithful and
true 1"

“To yow I have always been,” she replied.

“1 never doubted that ; I knew that to love once, with Anka Ger-
hardt,-was to love for ever. But the Church, Anka, you ave still a
Catholic.”

“J loved the Protestant faith well, once, though I forsook it for a
time, and sinned most grievously ; but I have come back to my better
self, to the truth ; and now, by God’s help, I will be faithful to it for
ever.”

“I told you that Sister Anka kneéw better than to belong to your
cruel Chureh,” said the soldier. ¢ She believes in a God of love, notin
a terrible judge ; in a merciful Father, not a grand inquisitor, delighting
to condemn his children to misery and torture. 'What is that verse you
said, this morning, Sisters”

“ God is love; and he that dwelicth in love dwelleth in God, and God
in him,” replied Anka, softly.

“Yes, ‘and this commandment have we from Him, that he who
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loveth God love his brother also.’ Was it love that invented the rack,
and all those diabolical instruments of torment ? But I can see that
it was His love that sent me to the Inquisition, that I might see how
hateful Popery is, stripped of its tinsel and finery.”

(To be continued.)

THE PAWNED BIBLE.

Just at twilight on a November day a man about thirty-five years old
entered o grocery on Federal street, in the city of , with a junk
bottle in one hand, and a Bible in the other. He stepped up to the
counter, and said to the owner of the establishment, * Will you let me
have a pint on that ? T'll pay it in a few days.”

The grocer looked at the back of the book, and saw the words HoLy
BIBLE, and knew at a glance that it was worth vastly more than a pint
of whisky, and said “ Yes.” He laid the book behind him on a shelf,
and drew the liquor, and the customer departed.

A loafer sitting by the stove said, “ Duncan is getting rather hard up
if he pawns books for drink.”

“He is, indeed,” said the proprietor. “He knew he could not get
trusted, and still he will have his grog. I am almost sorry I let him
have it. Has he a family ¢’

“Yes ; a wife and fomr children.”

Here the conversation was interrupted by the entrahce of other custo-
mers.

The man who brought the Bible in and pawned it was a mechanic.
He was very skilful in shoeing horses, and was employed by a firm who
owned many teams. He could easily have acquired property, and have
been comfortable, if he had abstained frem drink. His employers had
often threatened to turn him off, but he would promise to do better, and
desiring to keep one so skilled in their employment, they had continued
him along. Sometimes for days he would not work an hour, and then
for weeks he would attend to his work faithfully. Of course he used
up all his wages, and his family sometimes suffered for the comforts of
life.

The owner of the grocery was a Scotchman by the name of McKey.
He left his native place when about twenty-cne years of age, and after
residing in Canada for a few years, he found his way to , and com-
menced the sale of liquor. This was many years ago, when little was
said, and less was dor~ on the subject of temperance.

McKey's mind had, wever, been led to the consideration of the
evils of intemperance. He was a member of a Scotch Presbyterian
church, and has pastor frequently alluded to the drinking usages of the
day, much to the annoyance of his hearers. Even some of his church
session thought he was *“ wise above what was written.”

The evening passed off, and at length he closed his shutters. Before
{letiring he carelessly took up the Bible and opened it, and on the fly-leaf

e read :— '

“ JENNIE SMART,
from
MARGARET McKEY.”
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He was perfectly amazed. Here was a Bible which once helonged to
his own mother, and presented by her to Jennie Smart, whom he well
remembered as a servant in his father’s family at the time he left Scot-
land. He could not be mistaken with respect to the handwriting of his
mother ; nor could he keep out of his mind the smiling face of Jennie
Smart. The reader can easily imagine that trains of thought and reflec-
tion were awakened, which would prevent him from sleeping. Still,
thére was a mystery about it. How came this Bible in the hands of
James Duncan, the drunken blacksmith ¢ This mystery he determined
to solve.

The next day he went to the shop where Duncan worked, and ap-

roached the anvil where he was fitting a shoe, and said : “ You left a
%ible with me last night.”

“Yes. You don’t want me to redeem it so soon, do you 1"

“No. I want to know where you got it.”

«1 came honestly by it.”

¢ presume so ; but I am anxions to know.”

“Well, sir, it belongs to my wife. She has had it ever since she was
a girl.”

& Was her name Jennie Smart 1’

“That was her name when I married her. Why?"

« T think I used to know her in Scotland. Do you live near here ¥’

“Yes. In Liberty street, just round the corner from Elm, up stairs.”

“With your leave I will call on her.”

¢ That you can do if you like.”

McKey left the shop, and soon found the miserable abode, and ascend-
ded the rickety stairs, and rapped at the door, which was opened by a
woman who seemed surprised to see a stranger. She invited him to be
seated. He knew not how to commence the conversaticn, but at length
said : “ This is Mrs. Duncan, I suppose "

“Yes, sir.”

He asked a few more commonplace questions, and she replied. He
then said: “I perceive by your accent that like myself you are
Scoteh.”

“Yes, sir. I was born near Glasgow.”

“ Did you ever know a lass by the name of Jennie Smart ?”

“Yes, sir. That was my own name when I was a lass.”

“ Did you ever know a lady by name of McKey—Margaret McKey #”

“Yes, sir. ITknew her well. I wrought for her as a servamt for
rears.” .

T Did you ever see this book before ?” reaching out the Bible.

“Yes, sir. Mrs. McKey gave me that the day before I took passage
for America. But, sir, how came it in your hands ¥’

“ T keep a grocery on Federal street. Your husband pawned it to
me for drink.”

She began to weep. He saw where the sore spot in her heart was.
He told her who he was, and drew from her a history of her trials, and
then said, “ Jennie (for you will allow me to call you s0), I am very sor-
ry I have been the means of giving you any sorrow. 1 will never sell

our lusband another drop of liquor. I will do what I can to reform

: ”

m.
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We will not give the conversation in detail. His visit cheered her
heart.

On his way back he stopped at the shop where Duncan was at work.
He looked up as McKey entered, and said : “Did you find the place ?*
“Yes. I find I used to know your wife when she lived at home.”

“You never knew any ill of her, I think.”

“No ; she was always kind and gentle. Now, Duncan, as you have
such a good wife and such pretty children, why don’t you stop drink-
ing ¥’

gHe replied: “ A Yankee always answers a question by asking an-
other. As you have no wife nor children, why don’t you stop selling "

«If T will stop selling, will you stop drinking 7"

He stood a moment, cast his eye upward, and said “I wiLL.”

“ Give us your hand on that,” said McKey.

They shook hands.

“« Now,"” said McKey, “ come over to the grocery.” They went over,
and emptied all the liquor into the street. When the work was com-

leted, McKey added : “ When you go home, tell your wife what you
ﬁave done, and add that it you get into trouble you will always have a
friend in the son of that Margaret McKey that gave Jennie Smart the
Bible.”
Duncan looked surprised, but said nothing.—Pacific.

© ACTENDANCE AND ATTENTION.
BY REV. WILLIS J. BEECHER.

¢¢We ought to have a minister that will draw?”

So you ought, perhaps. And if Providence has placcd it within your
power, you ought also to have such architecture and music as will attract
people to the house of God. But by your own regular attendance, by your
punctuality, by your reverent good manners at church, by your candid,
earnest attention, by doing what you can to induce others to come, you can
help to gather and hold a large congregaticn. Without such help, few minis-
ters are brilliant enough to succeed.

In general, large congregations are more interested than small ones.
Regular attendants are more interested than those who come but occasionally.
Tardiness, careless behaviour, inattention, are annoying, and materially im-

ir the enthusiasm of any public gathering.

As to attention, a popular authoress may be correct in asserting that your-
minister can in courtesy only ask you to put yourself in a listening posture,
and wait to be carried along by the discourse, if it has power to carry you
along. But your own interests will often require much more than this.
They will render imperative a studious and even painful effort to follow the
thread of the discussion and remember what is said. Much depends on the
frame of mind one brings to the sanctuary. Considering the diverse charac-
ter of people, and their varied states of feeling on any particular Sunday, it
is hardly possible for every sermon, however excellent, to attract every lis-
tener. But s genuine gospel sermon can hardly be so poor but it may both
please and feed some listener, if he trics hard enough.

The requisite changes of terms being made, these statements are as true of
social meetings and Sunday Schools as of more public services.

On its attendance and attention the good name of a church greatly depends.
If strangers find its meetings thin, or marred by listlessness or indecorum,
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they are sure to draw unfavourable inferences. Tho efficiency of a church is
also much affected by the same thing. A bad reputation hinders effective
work. Often it must be overcome before one can even begin to do anything,
When the impenitent say, ¢ Christians care too littlo about religious services
to be regular in attending them ;” or, ‘“They are listless during worship, and
that proves them indifterent ;” or, *‘ Their careless postures and outward
lack of reverence are shockingly unrefined ;” or, * They find their meetings
80 dull that they are ashamed to ask their friends to go;” then those who
have occasien to talk thus, certainly feel chwrch intluence less than they
otherwise would. And, in like conditions, a similar debilitation of influence
marks the efferts of such a church among people of all classes. Thus growth
is hindcred. Men say, “We dislike to go to such and such a church. Its
empty seats indicate a Inke-warmness that repels us. The inattentiveness of
its audienco is disagreeable. We prefer to gu where there iz more en-
thusiasnm.” A full room is attractive, even with homely preaching and
music. An empty room is repulsive, even with the preaching of an Apollos
and the singing of an Asaph. He who has not carefully considered the mat-
ter, has no 1den how ruch he can help his church by merely keeping his own
pew full at all its public and social services.— Advonce.

CANNIBALISM.

If I were to take you to my house, and say that I had an exquisitely
tat man, and wished you to juin me in eating him, your indignation
could be restrained by nothing. You would pronounce me to be crazy.
There is not a man in New York so meun that he would not put down
a man who would propose to have a banquet off from a fellow man, cut-
ting steaks out of him, and eating them. And that is nothing but feast-
ing on the human body : while they all will sit down and take a man’s
soul and look for the tender-loins, and invite their neighbors to little
tit-bits. They will take a man’s honor and name, and broil them over the
coals of their indignation, and fill the whole room with the aroma thereof,
and give their neighbors a piece, and watch him and wink, as he tastes
it. You all eat men up, and you are cannibals every one of you—and
worse. You will be glad ta get off at God's judgment seat with the
plea: “I only ate the outside.” You eat the souls, the finest elements
of men. You are more than glad if you can whisper a word that is
derogatory to a neighbor, or his wife, or his daughter. And yet, by an
oblique sentence, you make unfavorable impressions on the mind of the
person addressud, in respect to the subject of your criticism. ¢ Ah " he
says, “ I had not been informed ;” and he goes to the next r.eighbor, and
says, “ Mr. So-and-so says this and that about So-and-so.” And that
neighbor says, *Indeed,” and runs to his partner and they both run to
their wives ; and the thing goes all over town. Everyhody becomes an
unpaid devil’s mail carrier, and goes here and there bearing infernal
messages. And what is the result? It is damnation to some poor
creature that is unconscious, or that is innocent, or that if guilty, ought
to be pitied and succored, rather than condemned. But ah! the morsel
is too exquisite to be lost. Here is the soul of a person’s hope for this
world, and you have it on your fork, and you cannot refrain from tasting
it, and give it to some one else to taste. You are cannibals, eating
men's honor and name and rejoicing in it—and that too, when you do
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not always know that the things charged agaiust them are true ; when in
ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, the probabilities are that they are
not true.— Beecher.

ABRAHAM'S FAITH.

I think Abraham got the start of the devil by getting up early in the
morning. If God had called upon me to sacrifice my son, I think that
next morning I would have laid abed pretty late to think about it. I
don't think I would have intended to disobey God, but next day I
should have had a great deal of business to see to, and it would have
taken me a long time to do it. Abraham ros: up early—he did'nt stop
to talk with his wife about it. If he had she would have had something
to say that might have hindered him. I should have wanted to talk
with my wife. Very likely we might have desired to pray much over
it. And after that was all settled, I do'nt think I would have gone
straight to the mountam. I would have picked the longest rout: 1
knew of, and I would have journeyed slowly. My boy and I would
have much to say to each other. Very likely we would have been fre-
quently found in prayer, and much time would have been spent in talk-
ing it all over. Ah, how slowly I would have approached the place of
sacrifice ! And that's the way the devil gets the advantage of us—Dby
getting us to put off a duty. Abraham got up EARLY. There’s many
a good resolution hroken by lying in bed to think about it. Issac was
Abraham’s only son, loved as old men love their only sons. On the
first night of their journey I imagine that but little sleep came to Abra-
ham. He got up often in the night, perhaps to get a look at the face
of his son. As they continued on their way, probably he turned away
his head often, that Isaac might not see how sorely he was afflicted, and
oftentimes perhaps Isaac wondered that his father brushed away a tear.
The second night how little rest he got! And the third night probably
still less. And when on the third day he saw Mount Moriah, how his
heart must have sunk within him, and when his boy innocently asked,
“Behold the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt
offering #"—how that must have pierced to his very heart. We know
little of such sacrifices as Abraham was making, for in slaying Isaac he
laid himself on the altar. And that is the point we must reach—lay
ourselves on the altar.——Aoody.

THE LITTLE GIRL AND HER COPY.

A little girl went to a writing-school. When she saw her copy, with
every line so perfect, “I can never write like that,” she said.

She looked steadfastly at the straight, round lines so slim and grace-
ful. Then she took up her pen and timidly put it on the paper. Her
hand trembled ; she drew it back ; she stopped, studied the copy, and
lI>egan again.  “I can but try,” said the little girl ; “ I will do as well as

can. ”

She wrote half a page. The letters were crooked. What more could
we expect from a first effort ?  The next scholar stretched across her desk,
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and said, “ What scraggy things you make.” Tears filled the little girl's
eyes. She dreaded to have the teacher see her bovk. * He will be
angry with me and scold,” she said to herself.

% when the teacher came and looked, he smiled. “1 see you are
trying, my little girl,” he said kindly, “and that is enough for me.”

She took courage. Again and again she studied the beautiful copy.
She wanted to know how every line went, how every letter was rounded,
and then she took up her pen and began to write. She wrote carefully
with the copy always before her. But oh ! what slow work it was! Her
letters straggled here, they crowded there, and some of them looked
every way.

The little girl trembled at the step of the teacher. 1 am afraid you
will find fault with me,” she said, “my letters are not fit to be on the
same page with the copy.”

“]I do not find fault with you,” said the teacher, * because I do not
look so much at what you do, as at what you aim and have the heart to do.
By really trying, yon make a little improvement every day ; and a little
improvement every day wi'l enable you to reach excellence by-and-by.”

“Thank you sir,” said the little girl ; and thus encouraged, she took
up her pen with a greater spirit of application than before.

And so it is with the dear children who are trying to become like Jesus.
God has given us a heavenly copy. He has given us His dear Son “for an
example that we should follow his steps.” “ He did no sin, neither was
guile found in his mouth.” He is altogether lovely,” and ¢ full of grace
and truth.” And when you study his character, “I can never, never
reach that,” you say. ‘1 can never be like Jesus.”

God does not expect you to hecome like His dear Son in a minute, ora
day, or a year ; but what pleases Him is that you should love Him, and
try to follow His example. It is that temper which helps you to grow
day by day, little by little, into His likeness, which God desires to see.
God sees you try. God loves you for trying, aud He will give His Holy
Spirit to help you.

The younger you try, the easier it becomes. The harder you try, the
swecter you will find it.  And what sight is more lovely to those who
love you than to mark you growing day by day into the temper and
spirit of our Lovd Jesus Christ.—The Children’s Friend:

HOW BOYS GET ON.

If one expects to get on in life, and meet with eminent success, he
must be ready to be useful at a pinch, and adapt himself to any emer-
gency. Here is a good illustration :

A few years ago, a large drug firm in this city advertised for a boy.
Next day the store was thronged with applicants, among them a queer
looking little fellow, accompanied by a woman, who proved to be his
aunt, in lieu of faithless parents, by whom he had been abandoned.
Looking at this little waif, the merchant in the store promptly said :

¢« Can’t take him ; places all full ; besides, he is too small.”

]“I kncw he is small,” said the woman, “but he is willing and faith-
ful.”
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There was a twinkle in the boy’s eyes which made the merchant
think again. A partner in the firm volunteered to remark that he did
not see \\;hat they wanted of such a boy-—he was'nt bigger thau a pint
of cider.’

But after consultation the boy was set to work.

A few days later a call was made on the boys in the store for some
one to stay all night. The prompt response of the little fellow contrast-
ed well with the reluctance ot others. In the middle of the night the
merchant looked in to see if all was right in the store, and presently dis-
covered his youthful profegé busy scissoring labels.

“ What are you doing 1’ said he ; “ I did not tell you to work nights.”

“1 know you did not tell me to, but I thought I might as well be do-
ing something.”

In the morning the cashier got orders to “ double that boy's wages,
for he is willing.”

Only a few weeks clapsed before a show of wild heasts passed
through the streets, and, very natually, all hands in the store rushed
to witness the spectacle. A thief saw his opportunity, and entered at
the rear door to seize something, but in a twinkling found himself firm-
ly clutched by the diminutive c?erk aforesaid, and after a struggle was
captured. Not only was a robbery prevented, but valualle articles
taken fromn other stores were recovered. When asked by the merchant
why he stayed behind to watch when all others quit their work, the re-
ply was, * You told me never to leave the store when others were absent,
and I thought I'd stay.”

Urders were immediately given once more, * Double that boy’s wages ;
he is willing and faithful.

To-day that boy is getting a salary of $2500, and next January will
become a member of the firm.— Exchange.

THE THREE CALLS.

O Slumberer ! rouse thee, despise not the truth,
But give thy Creator the days of thy youth ;
‘Why standest there idle ? the day dawneth, see !
The Lord of the vineyar: is waiting for thee.

Holy Spirit, by thy power,

Grant me yet another hour ;
Earthly pleasures I would prove,
Earthly joy, and earthly love ;
Scargely yet has dawned the day,
Holy Spirit, wait, I pray.

O Loiterer ! speed thee, the morn wears apace,
Then squander no longer the moments of grace ;
But, haste while there’s time, to thy master agree,
The Lord of the vineyard stands waiting for thee.

Gentle Spirit, stay, O stay !
Brightly beams the early day;
Let me linger in these bowers,
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God shall have my noontide hours ;
Chide me not for my delay,
Gentle Spirit, wait 1 pray.

O Sinner ! arouse thee, the morning is past,
Already the shadows are lengthening fast ;

Escape for thy life ; from the dark mountains flee,
The Lord of the vineyard yet waiteth for thee.

Spirit, cease thy mournful lay,

Leave me to myself, I pray ;

Earth hath flung her spell around me,
Pleasure’s silken chain hath bound me ;
“When the sun his path hath trod.
Spirit, then I'll turn to God.

Hark ! borne on the wind is the bell’s solemn toll,
’Tis mournfully pealing the knell of the soul ;

The Spirit’s sweet pleadings and strivings are o’er,
The Lord of the vineyard stands waiting no more.

British and Foreign Becord.

The reconstruction of the Free Episcopal Church in Ireland goes for-
ward satisfactorily. In our judgment, most of the moot points are
being decided in the right way. The laity are to be fully represented,
and are to have a voice on questions of doctrine and discipline, as well
as on the temporalities. It has been decided to allow every adult male
who professes himself a member of the Church, to vote for delegates,
without requiring him to be a communicant. This, of course, does not
square with our ideas of church membership, nor is it the practice in
Canada or the United States. But it may be more consistent with the
bapticm and confirmation theory of church inembership.

Whether it be that Congregationalism cannot live on slave territory,
or that slavery cannot live alongside of Congregationalism, we cannot
say, but facts certainly go to show the existence of the strongest natural
antipathy between them. During the reign of that ‘peculiar institution,”
which the Confederate Vice-President Stephens declared was to be the
“corner-stone " of the new Republic, there was, we believe, not a single
Congregational Church south of Mason and Dixon's line, althongh
Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian and Episcopal Churches flourished in
abundance, all, of course receiving slaveholders to fellowship. Since
the abolition of slavery, however, Congregational Churches have been
springing up all over the South with astonishing rapidity. At the re-
cent meeting of the General Association of Missourt at Sedalia, nearly
sizty were reported as already organized in that State alone, where four
years ago there were but fwo. Despite the allegations of the old slave-
ocracy, nothing could show more conclusively than this fact the vast
ix}xlxprovement that has taken place in the sentiments and condition of
“he South.
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The fuss about Dr. Temple's nomination to the see of Exeter ended
in smoke, as all such things do. We do not believe that he is so far astray
as his association with the other writers of the Essaysand Reviewshas led
most people to think him. But, however that may be, the protestors
have done either too much or too little. If he is too heterodox to be a
bishop, he is unfit to be a priest, and the head-master of one of the
chief public schools of England. But if he can occupy that position
unquestioned, by what right can his “ promotion” to a diocese be re-
sisted ? The only answer that can be given, is, that the Church, as a
spiritual body, is tied hand and foot by the State, and is compelled to
submit to what she feels to be dishonouring to her Lord and fatal to
herself. No man feels this ‘nore acutely than Dr. Pusey, and, like the
honest and courageous though erring man that he is, he has hoisted
the banner of ¢ Disestablishment " He is well stricken in years, but
he may live to see it.

Our Colonial cousins at the Antipodes are learning their lesson as to
*he evils of subsidising churches by the State. After endowing Catholics
and Protestants of every kind, and Jews, the Legislature has been asked
to assist the Chinese in maintaining their Pagan worship. And why
not, since their taxes went into the common treasury ¢ But this was too
much ; and the whole thing is to be abandoned by degrees.

Cincinnati has excluded the Bible from her Common Schools. An
analysis of the vote shows the ypponents of the Bible to be made up, as
might have been expected, of Roman Catholics, Jews, Infidels, angl cer-
tain dough-faced and office-seeking politicians, who are always willing to
do any dirty work to secure the support of the other classes aforesaid.
We notice also that San Franciso is having trouble from the same priest-
ridden denomination, which, although neither wealthy ror otherwise in-
fluential, can generally manage by trickery and fraud, to secure its ends.

It is announced that the re-union of the two branches of the Presby-
terian Church is accomplished. Both assemblies met at Pittsburgh, on
the 10th Nov., and the city wascrowded. Of the New School Presby-
veries, 113 had voted for reunion unanimously, while the three remaining
had each but one vote against it. The Old School vote was 127 in the
affirmative (59 unanimous) to 18 in the negative, The assemblies held
separate meetings for several days, but on Friday, each marched in pro-
cession, and forming a line in front of the First Church, the New and Old
School Commissioners locked arms, and a hearty clapping of hands, and
waving of handkerchiefs followed from the crowd of spectators. A union
meeting followed in the Third Church, when Dr. Fowler made an address,
and at its close, clasped the hand of Dr. Jacobus, and announced the re-
union of the two bodies complete. This event brings into one body 143
Presbyteries, with 27 Synods, 2,381 ministers and 258,903 members
from the Old School body, and 113 Presbyteries with 24 Synods, 1,848
ministers and 172,560 members from the New ; making a united total
of 256 Presbyteries, with 51 Synods, 4,229 ministers and 431,463 mem-
bers. It is suggested that the event be commemorated by a thank-
offering of five millions of dollars, and the erection of a grand Pres-
byterian House in the city of New York.
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Arrangements are being made for a gathering of Protestants in New
York, next September, under the auspices of the Evangelical Alliance,
which promises to be much more truly a council than the conclave sum-
moned by the Pope, and fully as (Ecumenical ; while, in ¢l character of
its members, the wisdom of its deliberations, and the effect of its con-
clasions, it will be far more illustrious, weighty, and important. The
return of Rev. Dr. Schaff from the other side is announced, with assur-
ances that, among the distinguished Europeans who may be expected to
be present on that occasion, are Profs, Tholuck and Dcrner, Pressensé,
Dean Alford, Spurgeon, and others of equal fame. Tlie Protestants of
America, and indeed of the world, should anticipate this approaching
convocaticn with lively interest, make it the subject of their special
prayer, and entertain the hope that it may be blessed of God to the
advancement of His truth, the more effectual harmony of His people,
and the downfall of error.

Father Hyacinthe, the eloquent and popular preacher of Notre Dame,
in Paris, whose fearless and independent course in denouncing the cor-
ruptions of the Church of Rome, and resisting the attempt about to be
made by the forthcoming Ecumenical Council to lay a new yoke upon
the necks of the faithful. have won for him the admiration of the world,
has chosen to expatriate himself rather than submit his conscience to
human authority, and is now residing in the United States. He still
professes himself an adherent of the Catholic Church, although he has
become a Protestant, without knowing it, by his very protest against her
claim to infalibility, and to being considered the only Christian com-
munidh. One thing is evident from his letters,—this Carmelite monk
has read his Bible, and is determined to follow ont his convictions where-
ever they may lcad him.  He does not propose to eonfine his influence
to his forensic Iabours ; but intends soon to establish a paper, bearing
the name of Le Chretien, which shall be both religious aml pdlitical in
its character.

Since writing the ahove, Pere Hyacintbe has returned to Europe. hav-
ing heen summoned to Rome, it is said. hy the Pope. who hopes, proba-
bly, to coax him into submission to the Church.

The Rev. Henry Ward Beecher has been the subject of some not very
flattering notices recently, in consequence of the part he has played in
connection with the McFarland-Richardson tragedy. The particulars of
the affair are already too well known, and need not be repeated here
further than to explai, that Richardson having been shot and mortally
wounded by McFarland for undue intimacy with his wife, and for as-
sisting her in obtaining a divorce from her husband on account of
alleged cruelcy to her. Mr. Becclier, assisted by several other clergy-
men, married Richardson to the divorced woman on his dying hed.
The complaint against Mr. Beecher is that in doing so he violated both
the moral and the civil law, the divorce, which was obtained in an Towa
court, having been granted without sufficient justification, and therefore
invalid in New York. Mr. Beecher replies that he has reason for be-
lieving that there was sufficient ground for divorce, according to the
strictest interpretation of Matt. 5, 32, which he regards as presenting
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the only case in which it is allowable; that Richardson, although per-
haps imprudent, had been guilty of no overt immorality ; and that he,
therefore, felt himself at liberty to gratify the murdered and dying man's
wish to leave to Mrs. McFariand his name and property. In regard to
the point of law we are, of course, unable to offer an opinion, but our
impression is that Mr. Beecher's estimate of the men is the correct one;
and that, although it may have been inexpedient under the circum-
stances to solemnize the marriage, much of the virtuous indignation that
has been expressed about it has proceeded from the pure-minded Demo-
crats of Tammany Hall! The chance of a fling at Beecher was too
good to be lost.

Correspondente.

THE COLLEGE COURSE.

S1r,—I cannot but think the present a most favorable opportunity—the
most 80 that may occur for years—to put the Congregational Divinity College
on an improved basis. The College instruction was ccmmitted in my time,
and after, to a single Chair, from which an impossibility was expected : that
wa.si ﬂto teach all the subjects the course required, and to teach them thor-
oughly.

Since that period the only important modification that has taken place has
been to form a sort of staff, with the original Chair as its practical centre,
with a couple of wheels acting on the circumfercnce of the original one, so
bevelled off as to impart their chief momentum to altogether external machi-
nery, leaving practicaily the work to the central wheel.

There is, and need be no question raised about the ability aund thorough-
ness of the assistants Dr. Lilllie had in the work they undertook, or in any
work they might ¢ nsent to undertake—all this may be admitted without
question ; but the fact simply is, that the arrangement as it has been, what-
ever it may be in point of economy, convenience or custom, is not fit for
Canada—not up to the times, nor in anywise productive of the advantages of
a real theological seminary.

I am not influenced by the condition or efforts of the numerous sectarian
communities in the midst of which the Independents live.  The question for
us to consider is this : How to raise up a switable ministry for Canada out of
the materials that offer theinselves; to enlist thein, drill them and equip
them, secundum artem, and thus prepare Canadian spiritual troops for the
work they will be required to do.

There is no doubt that a connection with McGill College is an advantage,
although an advantage that but few will avail themselves of ; for 1 may ven-
ture to say that by the presept arrangement few can be brought within the
charmed circle of university degrees. The many must be just as heretofore ;
for is it not entirely clear to the minds of all that the majority of youth who
come before the College Board will be untit to enter College ?

But the College Board may ‘“‘enact” that they shall be fit. Very well
That rule will take very few by the hand ; it would have taken very few by
the hand hitherto of those who have passed through the College—many of
them good, capable ministers—but it would have passed them by on the
other side with rather derisive emphasis.

A leaning in the right direction was taken in the increase of the time of
study to four years. It should be five for unprepared students, and three
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for all who could read the Greek New Testament with some ease at entrance.*
A preparatory course, similar to the ordinary grammar school course, for at
least two years, would be of far more consequence to candidates for the min-
istry, to the Independents and to the public, than an affiliation with McGill
College, without any disparageiment to that affiliation at all.

Were the tirst two years placed in affiliation with some grammar school
(taking bonds, as in the States, from all students, that in case they leave the
ministry for which the funds are spent to fit them, they shall refund blank
aum for their expenses), this would put a vigorous spring into the machinery
where it is wanted ; still better, let a teacher who can discharge the whole
duties of a grammar school master be placed in the faculty, and let him work
up the students, including those who are preparing for degrees. A class of
ten—and more could, no doubt, be obtained—would give a good day’s work
to any man. A hard-working man might unite history, gecgraphy and
chronology with general literature, according to a well-devised programme.
Then your two external wheeis would be thrown to the centre, and in didac-
tic, polemic and historic divinity, sacred rhetoric—that is, sermons—with
Christian economy or church govermment, the centres, although united,
would somewhat separate themselves, and afford a healthy stimulus to all
concerned.

This, I dare say, is the nearest approach to a theological seminary that
could be made at present, and for the number of students, all-sufficient. I
will venture to say thel it is what the country needs. It might be made to
pay well, and without notorious bungling could not fail. In fact the whole
expense of the College Grammar School might be met by receiving pupils
whose general tuition would be similar, at least, to the students in the pre-
paratory course.

I beg pardon, Mr. Editor, for the length of my letter, which, I am persuad-
ed, will not be considered too long if those who are deeply concerned will
give it candid attention.

Yours faithfully,
Vankleek Hill, WiLLiaM LuMSpEN.
Deec. 15, 1869.

THE COLLEGE MEETING.
(A CIRCULAR.)

DEear S1r,—You have doubtless observed the advertisement in the Globe
Newspaper, and also in the ¢ Canadian Independent,” calling a meeting of
the Subscribers to the ConcrrcaTioNaL CoLLEcE oF B. N A., for the 4th
prox., said Meeting to be held in Zion Church, in this City.

In the course of conversation with some of the past and probable future
subscribers to the College, we find a desire exists, on account of the im-
portance of the object for which the meeting is called, that it should be as
largely attended as possible by subscribers from various paris of the country,
as the friends in Toronto feel the delicacy of the position in which they are
placed in consequence of the meeting being held here.

We therefore respectfully request that the Cimrch over which you are
Pastor will endeavour to be represented at the coming meeting, by the pre-
sence of at least one subscriber, to take part in the consideration of the
various matters that may then be submitted to them.

We are, dear Sir, yours vary truly,
GeorcE HaGUE,
Joux TORNER,
Toronto, 17th December, 1869. Davip HigGINs.

*If our correspondent will refer to chapter VI, section I, of the By-laws and Regulatious of the
Couegelédta% will find that the course he recommends was adopted by the Corporation several years
- . 1.
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INDIAN MISSIONS.

The Rev. William Clarke sends us another communication in relation to
the work of the Canada Indian Missionary Society, from which we make the
subjoined extract which, through press of matter, was crowded out last
month :—

Our first visit to the Pagan Indians this yeri was at the Massawauga River,
where we found them in Jarge numbers. Our previous visit was not forgot-
ten. The Chief, whoin we {oupd, with his wife, beth very sick, and, as we
thought, lying at the point of death, was restored to health, hut his poor
squaw had gone to the spirit land. Last year as we were speaking to him of
Jesus the Saviour, he said to his attendants, *“ Raise me up : I want to see as
well a8 hear the preacher ;” and then thanking us for the good word, he said,
“1f I live I will tell iy people what you have now told me.” He had done
so, and they now desired tiie instructions of the Gospel.

At the Serpent River we held a ¢ pow-wow” council with the tribe.  After
listening to the good word, they solicited a teaclier and a school, offering as
soon as possibie to build him a house, as they proposed to found a settlement
and for the most part reside there.

Passing by the Spanish River and some others, we came to the Sagamoek,
where last year the Chief told us he had rejected other missionaries and
would not have us. We found him softened ; he received and listened to us
with apparent pleasure ; und even the priest, who last year behaved like a
demon, dragging away the people from listening to us—even he sat down and
heard us—and in the sequel we were besought to give them a teacher and a
school. A half-breed, who toid us he had six children, was especially earnest
in asking this great boon. Two missions have been established in response
to these applications, and two missionary teachers sent, one to the Serpent
River and the other to the Sagamook.

At Lacloche, where we inet with a hospitable reception to house and home,
we met with a large number of Indians from White Fish Lake. The roligious
service here was marked by special interest on the part of these children of
the forest. We never had a more attentive congregation, and the Word
seemed to come with power to the conscience and the heart, as we discoursed
g{on t},x’e visit of Peter to Cornelius ¢ preaching peace and salvation by Jesus

rist.

We found these White Fish Lake Indians, the most civilized of any of the
pagan tribes, and trust the time may soun come when we can supply them
with a teacher and a school.

Lacloche, situated at the mouth of the Lacloche river, under the shadow of
the huge mountains bearing that name, is a lovely, interesting spot. There
are thirteen buildings all whitewashed, and the roofs colored with mineral
paint, producing a good effect from the water.

Our friend, R. McKenzie, Esq., in charge of the post, is an intelligent, well-
educated business man. The business has assumed gigantic proportions
among the Indians and small traders. We were surprised to find that there
was an indebtedness to the firm in this solitary spot to the amount of thirty
thousand dollars. Here we held a religious service which was attended by
the whites, half-breeds and Indians, in fact the inhabitants of the entire
settlement.

Will not Christian friends aid us in sending the Gospel to these scattered
tribes of men ? and especially when they utter the Macedonian-cry, * Come
over and help us.” We must not allow them to cry in vain, and thus lgt
them perish ; but remembering our obligations to the precious Saviour who
has redeemed us to God, we must, we will go forth swelling the sacred song,

Salvation ! O, salvation,
The joyful sound proclaim,
Till each remotest nation
Has learned Meseiab’s name.
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CONGREGATIONAL MINISTERS NOT IN THE UNION.

DrARr Sir,—My attention having been called to the fact, that in the list of
* Congregatic..al ministers in Ontario and Quebec not connected with the
Union,” printed in the Minutes for 1869, p. 7, there are not inserted the
names of Revs. T. Pullar and W. H. Allworth, you will allow me a little
space to explain the omission. ] .

In the first place, I should say, that the fault lies entirely at the door ot
the Secretary of the Union, no Committee, ofticer or individual having had
anything to dv with the correction of the list in question. o

Secondly, on my own part, I have simply to state that the omission was a
pure oversight. In revising the lists for publication, the names in ques-
tion were, of course, erased from that of ‘‘ ministers associated,” and it
quite escaped me to transfer them to the other place. .

And thirdly, having discovered the error after the publication, I took pains
to rectify it in the list subsequently sent to the Canadian Almanac for 1870.
T had thought of addressing you such an explanation of the above, but as
the Minutes go into so fe% hands, I concluded that it was hardly worth
while, until I found that the error expused other parties and myself to
misunderstandings. These, I trust, the present statement will entirely
remove.

Iam, yours truly, F. H. MarLINg,
Secretary Congregational Union, Ontario and Quebec.

Toronto, Nov. 20, 1869.

Hetos of the Churcyes.

Ferzus.—Opening of the new Congregational Church.—The effort to es-
tablish a Congregational Church in Fergus has been successful beyond all
expectation. Less than a year has elapsed since the Rev. E. Barker went
thither, under the direction of the Missionary Committee, and began preach-
ing on Sabbath afternoons in the hall of one of the village hotels. A few
friends of the movement gathered around him, and on the 5th May, last, a
church was organized, consisting of twenty-one members, many of whom
were the friut of the remarkable religious awakening with which that place
was visited early in the spring. Their number was soon augmented by fur-
ther accessions of a similar character, until now there are forty-two names on
the church register. Mr. Barker’s congregation also much increased, and it
3oon became obvious that it was time to ‘‘ arise and build.”

A vigorous effort was accordingly made, a lot was secured, and a building
32 x 48 feet was commenced. ‘‘The people had a mind to work,” and the
contractor, too, for in less than two months from the time of the *‘raisiung,”
the house was completed.

On Sabbath, the 19th December, the new sanctuary was opened and dedi-
cated to the worship of God. No service was held in the morning, that being
the hour for service in Mr. Barker’s other church in Garafraxa; but in the
afternoon the writer preached from 1st Cor. 3, 9, * We are labourers toge-
ther with God : ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building ;” and in the
evening the Rev. W. F. Clarke, of Guelph, discoursed from the words of the
24th Psalm, v. 7, ‘“Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye
everlasting doors, and the King of Glory shall come in.” The house was
filled to overflowing on both occasions by deeply attentive audiences, who
showed their hearty good-will, not by their presence only, but by liberal
contributions to the building fund, the collections at the two services amount-
ing to about &35.
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On the following afternoon, a bazaar for the sale of useful and fancy articles,
many of them contributed by other congregations, and nearly all of them the
work of the busy fingers of the ladies, was held in the Drill Shed. Abrat
$75 were realized for the building fund in this way. In the evening a :non-
ster tea-meeting was held in the same place, at which fully 500 persons were

resent. James Ross, Esq., M.P., occupied the chair, and addresses were
Selivered by the Rev. Messrs. Brewster, (Wes. Meth.), and Smellie, (C.
Presb. Ch.), of Fergus, the latter showing himself particularly kindly and
cordial ; and also by the Rev. Mr. Germe, (Baptist), of Elora; and the
preachers of the previous day. The utmost good feeling prevailed, and Mr.
Barker was again and again congratulated on the success with which the
Lord had crowned his labours, while his reply to all was, * To God be all
the praise !”

The edifice thns auspiciously opened is very unpretending, architecturally
viewed, being built in ‘‘ Railroad style,” and painted with fire-proof paint.
It is well suited, huwever, to the wants of the congregation, who intend by-
and-by to rough-cast it over, and otherwise improve it. The cost of it has
been about $800, of which $450 was raised by subscription and collections at
the opening. Half of the balance of $350 has been realized from the bazaar
and tea-meeting, thus leaving.a debt upon it of only $175, which we trust
soon to hear is liquidated. May the Lord greatly bless our dear Brother
and his people in their new house, and make it the spiritual birth-place of
many !

Ebpi1ror.

MISSIONARY MEETINGS.
WesterN District, No. 1.

The deputativn appointed to visit the churches on this route consisted
of Messrs. Hay, Allworth, Snider and McColl. Owing to delay in receiving
the intimation of the arrangemcuts, Bro. Snider was prevented from atfording
his old friends in Burford, New Durham, &c., the pleasure of seeing and
hearing one whose residence among them in past years had endeared him
to the hearts of the people.

Your correspondent was not able to leave Stratford till 2:15 p.m. of Mon-
day, owing to the cancelling of an early train. He arrived at ‘‘ that parson-
age ” of Bro. Allworth’s about 4 o’clock, and there learned {5 his dismay that
the good brother had waited till 3 o’clocl, when, thinking that 1 had gone
round by Brantford, he set off for Burford. However, as the evening was
pleasant and the rvads in good condition, I started on a mounlight ramble at
6°30, and dropped in on the meeting in Burford at half-past 8. The chair
was ably occupied by Deacon Daniels. Bro. Allworth had spoken his mind
before my arrival. I understood, however, that he had, in that thoroughly
wide-awake and strictly contidential style of his, indicated the privilege and
the duty of the church in the matter of giving to the support of missionary
enterprises, and the various other forms of organized Christian effort.

Your correspondent followed with remarks designed to exhibit the spirit in
which Christians should engage in giving or working for Christ. It should
not be the * spirit of bondage,”—the consciousness of acting under compul-
sion—but the spirit of filial love, which, so far from waiting to be commanded,
only watches the indications of what would be pleasing to its Father, and
then cheerfully does this, impelled by gratitude for the loving kindness and
tender mercy experienced at the hand of that Father.

Bro. Hay gave a graphic sketch of the progress of missions in different
parts of the world. While conceding to the Episcopalians, Wesleyans, Bap-
tists, &c., the laurels they had so well earned in China, India, Burmah,
Africa, and elsewhere, it was right that we should remember with thankful-
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ness the glorious work which had bcen done by the men sent out by the Lon-
don Missionary Society, the great majority of whom, it was well known, were
Congregationnlists,. He directed their attention to that courageous and de-
voted Congregationalist, Dr. Livingstone, wha, for so long a time cutting
himself off from the civilized world, had pushed his way in the face of oh-
stacles which, to most men, would have been insurmountable, to the heart
of Africa, in order that he might open the way for the entrance into that
benighted land of civilization and Christianity..

The engayements of the evening were diversified, and rendered doubly in-
teresting, by the singing of several anthems by the efiicient choir.

Scotland.—On Tuesday evening, a pretty faiv attendance was found in the
neat little chapel here. This has recently undergone a renovation at the
hands of the painter, and presents a wonderfully improveil appearance,
After devational exercises led by Bro. Allworth, Bro. Hay read some extracts
from the Report.

Here your correaspondent was called on to address the mecting, He re-
garded it as one of the most cheering signs of the times that the different
sections of Protestant Christendom were drawing eloser together in heart,
and were cordially joining forces to push on the hattle. Time was when
they had engaged in the mast bitter cantroversy with each other, had bent all
their energies to undermine cach others reputation and influence ; but they
had at length come to see that they had been to a frightful extent wasting in
controversy the time which God had given to them for another purpose, and
now they were earnestly seeking tu overtake the work which had for so long
a2 time been left undone. In this work, we Congregationalists were trying to
do our part.

Bro. Allworth followed with some account of the character of the work in
which we were engaged. He referred to the blessed and encouraging results
which had been witnessed in Brantford, London and other fields of labour
wrought by the bady.

Bro. Hay gave a ringing address, in which he exhibited the stand which
our Puritan forefathers had taken on behalf of civil and religious liberty.
He show how Cromwell and his ‘“ Ironsides,” though some things might be
alleged against them which could not be palliated, fought nobly for liberty.
Our history was one of which we niight well be proud.  We could point to a
long roll of noble self-sacrificing missionaries whose labours had, under Gog,
effected such a marvellous change among the inhabitants of Eastern and
Southérn Asia, Africa and the Islands of the South Sea. It was ours not to
rest in the traditions of the past, however illustrious, but to emulate the deeds
of those good men and true, and to show to the world that their mantle had
fallen on us, and that we were faithfully urging forward the work which had
commanded their highest affection and labour.

Rev. Mr. Vinning, (Baptist,) expressed the great pleasure which he felt
in being permitted to unite his testimony with that of the brethren who had
preceded him, as to the importance of the mission work of the Church. It
had been his determination, when he came to Scotland, that he would heartily
co-operate in every geod work with his ministerial brethren of other denomi-
nations ; and he was glad to be able to say that their intercourse was of the
most pleasing character. He wished his brethren of the Congregational
body ‘‘God Speed ” in their great and good work. Appropriste hymns were
sung during the evening.

Simeoe.—I may say that up to this point Bro. Hay had stuck {o his post
bravely, though labouring under a very severe cold ; but when Wednesday
came, when we were to direct our course to Simcoe, he was obliged by per-
sistent illness to remain at home. Bro. Allworth and myself started by stage
at 2 o'clock, and by 4 o’clock were rattling through the streets of this pretty
little town. The fine farms and handsome brick residences lining the road
for miles, prepared one toexpeet in Simcoe a substantial and attractive town.
And this inference was amnply justified by the fact.
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Ta the econtre of a spacious square stands the Court House, Gaol and
Covnty Otfices, the whole forming an exceedingly tmposing awd attractive
structure.  Of hotels we may spenfy the Mansian Hause, & Duilding which
wonld do credit to ‘Toronta. In the business partion of the town, there are
to be found many handsame and commeodions brick stores.  The whole place
had an air of neatness and thrifi,

The Congregational Churell here had been, to within saine two ruonths
past, fov amauy years without a pastar.  And, as usually happens insuch
egsts, mapy of the old attendants had hecone seattered among the other
churches of the town.  Still tu the midst of maeny discouragements, thevo
were soine whose faith was streng that God wonld send to thom some ime
to bruak to them the “bread of life,” and under whom the cause would
again revive, and sinners he converted to the Loed,  About two months ayo
Bro. Parsons, who cune over to ug from the Wesleyans, was divected to
them, a2ud bas since been Iabouring with aceeptance among them

At the meeting on Wedneaday tiwere was quite an enconraging attendance,

» considering the past cireumstances of the church,

Bro. Parsors took the Chair,

After devotional exercises Bro. Allworth read extracts fron the Repuort.

PBro. Parsons, in opening the meetinyg, said that he felt powerfully affected
when he thought that on this very day thevo had becir keld the first Session
of the (BEcumenical Couneil in Rome—a Council convened for the purpose of
rivetting faster the chaing by which so many willions were held eaptive to
that false system, the Church of Rome. It appeared to him thal Protestants
in this country did not protest ngainst the usurpations and corraptions of
Rome as much as they ought.  He looked forward ta the day as nnt distauy
when this puwer, which had been so great an obstacle to the progress of true
Christianity, would be completely and for ever overthrown.

The writer then followed. Hefelt with the last spealicr that the nssembling
of the (Eeumenical Counecii was full of significance to Protestants. It had
met to put ferth a last greateffort to regain for the Papal Church the power
which it had lost through the Reformation, and to adopt ineasures to per-
petuate the domiuion which it still excreises over so many milliuns,  And
though Rome might never again dare to resort to the sword and the fagzot,
yet doubtless she would avail herself of every mode of influencing men’s
minds, in order to their rendering to her the complete homage which as the
one Catholic and Apostlic Church she claimed. Was there any danger to
Protestantism{ Yes, and for this reason, That which caused Irotestants
to separate from Rome ; that whick gave significance to the name Prorest-
ANT, was the fact of their profesting against the anthority of man i fevour of
the authority of God. The fundamental pusition of Protestantism was the
assertion that, *‘to his own master,” each individual ¢‘standeth or falleth;”
and that **One is your master even Christ, and all ye arc brethren.” Baut
now let us ask, have Protestants in all cases acted consistently with this prin-
ciple I Have we not rather seen many of them arrogating to themselves the
very authority twhich they indigrantly rejected when claimed by Rome, the
authority, namely, of dictating to their fellow Chrigtians what alone they
should be permitied to believe ! Have we not seen men whose one distin-
guishing characteristic was the assertion of the right of private judgment,—
erecting their own judgment into a standard of truth to which all ather Chris-
tians, in the exercise of their private judgment, should berequired to conform?
‘What nean the thirty-nine articles of the Charch of England, and the Con-
fession of Faith of the Church of Scotland? And even among ourselves, have
there been no attempts to elevate the “traditions of the elders” into a stan-
dard by which the orthodoxy of men in our body was to be determined 7
Now, it is this Popish spirit—this assumption on the part of some man or
combination of men, by the exercise of their private judgdment, to set limits
to other men’s exercise of it—that constitutes the point in popular Protestant.
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ism most vulnerable to the argumentative weapons of the advocates of the
infatlibility of the Pupe or Church of Rome.

As Congregationalists, we occupied the position of Protestants of the Pro-
testants. We set our faces againat every attem})t on the part of men to usurp
an authority which belongs alone to Christ. With Paul we could say: ““I know
in whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that
v'hich 1 have eommitted to Him against that day ;7 and with Paul we could
also say, * Who art thou that judgceth another man’s servant? To his own
master he standeth or falleth.,” ¢ Prove all things; hold fast that which-is
good.” **Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.”

Bro. Allworth next addressed the mecting. He said that the spirit, the
genius of Christianity, was missionary. Our blessed Saviour Himself came on
a mission of love and merey to our fallen world.  And every true disciple
possesses this same spirit. 1t was an unseltish and liberal spirit. Referning
o the question of Rumish aggression, he wentioned that it had been publicly
boasted on & recent oceasion by the Bishop of New Orleans, *“that they would,
in a few years, have entire control of the United States.” At present, every'
public and municipal office in the city of New York is under their control,
There was need, therefore, of united and earnest effurt on the part of Protesat-
ants to counteract the spread of superstition,

Then agnin there was our vwn great North-West Territory which would
soon make large demands on us for men to held forth in their midst the light
of life.  After alluding to the past and present condition of the Church, he
concluded with encouraging them to go forward, putting their trust in God.

Rev. Mr. Mesmer, (Wesleyan,) also made a few remarks.

An impromptu choir of 8. 8. children sang several apprupriate pieces dur-
ing the evening.  The deputation during their stay enjoyed the hospitality
of Dr. Clarke, who, though now connected with another denomination, has
yet a warm heart towards his drst love.

Kolvin.—Here, on Thursday evening, the Lttio chapel was well illed.  Mr.
Almas, in taking the Chair, said that he had lived to sec in that neighbour-
hood the advantages attending the preaching of the gospel. He was glad
therefore to do anything that he could to help forward the mission work,

Addresses were delivered by Messrs. Hay, Allworth, and McColl.  Collec-
lectivns all in.  Bro, Hay returned to Scotland.

New Durham.—On Friday, Mr. Almas came nobly to the rescue ; and
though by rights it was somebody else’s turn, he cheerfully conveyed the de-
putation to New Durham—ten miles. Here we had a most interesting
meeting.  Many of the andience had to stand.  Mr. Metcalfe, (Wesleyan,) a
teacher in the neighbourhood, kindly took the chair. Addresses similar in
substance to those above reported were delivered by Bro. Allworth and my-
self. A capital choir, with the accompaniment of a Victoria Organ (rccgntly
purchased for the Union. 8. 8. here), discoursed some excellent music. After
passing the night, Bro. A. at the house of Mr Robbins, myself at that of Mr.
Henry, we were nexs morning driven by Mr. Robuins, jr., to Brantford,
an eighteen mile test of good will. 'We soon reached Paris, where, leaving
Bro. A., your correspondent in due time found himself at Stratford.

E. C. W, McCovr.

.

Granby and R’eig}l‘xbourhood.——MY prar Bro.,—Since my last letter to
you, we have sought to carry on the work which had begun among us, at
the commencement of the year, and also to extend it around us, first at Maw-
cook, frum five to six miles, and Abbottsford, from eight to nine miles west
of us. Since then we have taken up Waterloo, a thriving village twelve
niiles cast, and the present terminus of the Stanstead, Shefford and Chambly
R. R. This place under the name of Shefford was once occupied in connec-
tion with Granby, by Missionaries of the American Home Missionary Society,
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and in Feb., 1830, a Church was organized by the Rev. Dan. Rockwell,
under the name of the Shefford and Granby Congregational Church. In
January, 1833, the members in Waterloo were dismissed, by mutual consent,
to form themselves into a separate church, and so continued, often under one
pastorate, up to about the time of the coming of the Rev. B. Fox, in July,
1841, when many of the members there seeing no prospect of securing a
minister for themselves, and having no place of worship, sought re-admission
into the Church of Granby, and were accordingly reveived, some of them
remaining in fellowship with as up to the present time. These facts becom-
ing known to the present pastor, he visited the place, and finding o number
of persona favourably disposed towards us, organized them into a Cungre-
gational Church. These facts being brought before the Missionary Com-
mittee in Montrenl, in June lust, they sent thither (he Rev. H. Bevis, re-
cently out from England, with a view to the commencement of mission work,
there and in the village of Magog. The writer accompanied him to each of
these places, but the latter seeming for the present to be closed against us,
Mr. Bevis’ labours were at first confined to Waterloo, but upon the return
of Mr. Radford to college, Mr. B was requested to take up Abbottsford and
Mawcook, in which Mr. R. had been preaching during the vacation, in con-
nection with Waterloe. This field he continued to occupy until he resigned
his connection with us, and entered the pale of the Episcopal Church. * #

* * * ¥ Notwithstanding this untoward event, the open-
ing at Waterloo, (which has since been visited twice by Bro. Colwell of Mon-
treal, and once by the writer), seems to increase in promise, and if a suitable
man can be found for it, the prospeets appesr to be very encouraging.

MisstoNarRY MEETINGS.—ASs the Rev. H. J. Colwell had engaged to make
his second visit to Waterloo, on the 12th inst., and Mawcook and Abbotsford
on the 1%(h, Bro. Watson of Cowansville and I agreed to exchange pulpits on
the first of those days, and hotd our Anmual Missionary Meetings the follow-
ing week. We accordingly met in Waterloo on Monday, the 13th, and had
a very good meeting in the evening at the Advent Church. The attendance
was very encouraging. The chair was filled by Mr. R. Panuelee, whose wife
is & member of the first Church, he himself being & member of the Adventist
body. We were? favoured with musie by an excellent choir, and also with
addresses by the Rev. Mr. Armstrong (Wesleyan Methodist), and the Rev.
Mr, Kenney, the Minister of the AdventChurch,both of whom showed much
disinterested sympathy and catholic feeling. It fell to my lot to introduce
the subject of Home Missions, and explain our position and intentions, with
reference to our occupancy of that field. Bros. Watson and Colwell's ad-
dresses wern excellent. The best fecling prevailed, ard a good deal of in-
terest was manifested throughout. A collection was taken up amounting to
$4.60, a kind of first fruits from that field, which I trust will be followed by
harvests of blessings.

As the service at Waterloo is held on the Sabbath afternoon, a morning
service has been commenced at the Cross school house about five miles off,
near the outlet of Brome Lake, with encouraging results. Our next Mis-
sisnary Meeting was in our Church here, on the following evening, when,
notwithstanding another meeting held at the same time in the Methodist
Church, in connection with a Ministerial Association of that body, we had a
good attendance and a very interesting service. Deacon Kay occupied the
chair. Devotional exercises were conducted by Bre. Colwell, extracts from
the Report read by the Pastor, after which several effective addresses were
delivered by the brethren composing the deputation. The meeting was en-
livened by excellent music by the choir. The subscriptions and collection
amounted in all to $25.50, being an advance upon those of last year, although
iome subscribers have been removed by death, and others no longer reside

org

On Wednesday, the 15th, we had even a better meeting at South Ridge
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(now “* Grandboro’”).  When we arrived we found the new sheds erected hy
‘the people this summer, for the protection of their teams, were over full, and
. the achool house crowded. A good choir was also in attendance, and dis-
coursed sweet music. The chair was filled by Deacon Duncan. Bro. Watson
read extracts from the Report, after which the mecting was ably addressed
by Bro. Colwell. The Pastor followed in some brief remarks.  The behaviour
o{ the young people was most cxemplary, and most approvingly noticed by
the deputation. The subscriptions and collection from this district amounted
to 819.944, being again in excess of last year.

The next evening Bro. Colwell and I held a mecting at Mawecok, (Bro.
Watson had a donation visit at Brome Corners, and was unable to be with
us). Mr. W. Hungerford occupied the chair. After sumeappropriate re-
marks by the chairman, the writer read brief extracts from the Report, and
Bro. Colwell addressed the meeting. This was our first nceting here, and
owing to the shortness of the notice, the attendance was sinall ; but the col-
lection was encouraging, amounting to £6.15, and the subscription from the
district, £6.60, making a total from the Mawcook and neighbourhood of
$12.75, and a total from Granby of §58.093.

DoxatioNn Visit.—The next day, Friday, my people favoured me with
their Annual Donation Visit, when we had a large attendance, upwards of
160 persons being present. They provided handsomnely for the tables, and
left behind them gifts in cash, or its equivalent to the value of $112, and in
useful articles of the estimated value of $63 : total, $175. The evening was
spent very pleasantly. Bro. Colwell was with us, and addressed a few very
suitable remarks to the friends, closing with prayer. The feeling of hearty
good-will thus manifested tends to bind paster and people more closely to-

ether ; while apart from this we hope we have some intimations that the
rd is with us. Our brethren further east commenced their missionary
meetings last week. We hope to hear good report from them soon as well as
from all the districts.
I remain, my dear Bro.,
Yours very truly,
Jaxes HoweLL.

Gransy, Q., Dec. 21, 1869.

LANARK.—A number of the meirbers and adherents of the Lanark First
Congregational Church, a few daysago, visited the parsonage, and presented
Rev. J. and Mrs. Douglas with many useful things, amounting in value to
$60.— Communicated.

Offieanl
Congregational College of British North America.—On behalf of the

Treasurer, T have to acknowledge the remittance of the following sums dur-
ing the current month :—

Zion Church, Montreal, (additional)...................
Pine Grove............ccoceueenne. heeraesens
Listowel ..........

Quebec.......

Rugby......

GEeorGe CorNisH,
Secretary.

MoxTrEAL, December 22nd, 1869.
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MISSIONARY MEETINGS—WESTERN DISTRICT.

The meetings in the undermentioned places in this District having been
postponed on account of the condition of the roads, and for other reasons, the
following is the new programme :—

1870.Jany. 11.  Listowel............. Deputation — Revs.  Messrs,  Snider,
Smith, McColl, Wood.
12. C lnstnllatmn of Rev. L. Kribs,
13. Moleswort.. ........ Rev. Messrs. Smith, Kribs.
13. Howick.. . ‘¢ McColl, Smder Wood.
14. Tumberry .......... ¢ Smith, Kribs, Shnider.
Feb. 7. Fergus............ ¢ Pullar, Hindley, Brown, Barker.
8. G.“.afrm‘n .......... [¥3 113 113 3 "
9. Douglas ............ ¢ o ¢ ¢ e
10. Green’s  Secttle-
ment.............. “ “ “ ¢ «
11.  Eramosa............ “ ¢ “ ¢ “

W. H. AvuwogrtH, See. W. D. Com.
Paris, Dec. 16th, 1869.

MIDDLE DISTRICT—MISSIONARY MEETINGS FOR 1870.
1870.
Jan, 9,10 $'n., Mon. Toronto............... Rev. Dr. Wilkes, and others.
18 Tu.

Whitby.... Revs. J. G. Manly, D. Macallum.
19 Wed. « Central Association,
20 Th. Bowmanville........ Revs. J. G. Manly, D. Macallum.
Fet., 1 Tu. Thistletown ......... Revs. D. Macallum, T. M. Reikie.
2 Wed. Pine Grove......... ¢ ‘e .
3 Th. Albion P ‘ ¢
1 Tu. Newmarket Revs. B. W. Day, R. Robinson, and
H. Denny.
2 Wed. Oro.....cccovevveenenn « ¢ ¢
3 Th. Bethesda............. “ “ «
4 Fr. Vespra............... “ “ «
Jan. 256 Tu. Churchhill ..........Revs. S. T, Gibbs and W. W, Smith.
26 Wed. Georgetown ........ “ ¢
27 Th. Alton................ « ¢ “
28 Fr. South Caledon..... “ ‘«
25 Tu. Meaford............. Revs. M. S. Grey, R. Robinson, J.
G. Sanderson.
26 Wed Owen Sound....... ‘“ “ “
25 Tu. Kincardine......... Rev. J. McGregor.
27 Th. Ospiey'.............. Rev. D. McGregor.
25 Tu. Stoufville.......... Revs. F. H. Marling, D. Macallum, B
W. Day.
26 Wed. Markham .......... ¢ ‘ «
27 Th. U sionville ......... “ ¢ «
‘eb. 8 Wed Mapilla........cooe Revs. B. W. Day, J. G. Sanderson.

J. UNsworTH, Sec.
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MISSIONARY MEETINGS—ONTARIO EASTERN DISTRICT.

1870.
Jan. 18. Rosetta and Middleville—Deputation—Revs. E. Ebbs, R.
- Lewis, and J. Douglas.
19. Lanark Village............... do do go do.
20. Brockville........oooouenennn. Revs. E. Ebbs, R. Lewis, A. Mc-
Gregor.
21. Kingston ...veeevireenearanne. Revs. E. Ebbs, R. Lewis, K. M.
Fenwick.

23. Sab. Belleville, Rev. R. Lewis; E. Ebbs at Brockville, A. Me-
Gregor at Ottav.a.

25. WOttawa ..o Revs. E. Ebbs, A. McGregor.
25. Martintown.................. Revs. Jas. Douglas, W. Peacocke.
25. Belleville...........ccuu...ne. Revs. K. M. Fenwick, R. Lewis, C.

Pedley. ?
26. do do do do.
26. n Lands.Revs. J. Douglas, W. Peacocke.
27. do do do do.
27. . Cold Springs......... «.....Revs. K. M. Fenwick, R. Lewis, C.

Pedley.

A. McGRRGOR,

Sec. Ont. E. D. Com.
Brockville, 18th Dec., 1869.

Widows' and Orphans’ Fund.—Received from Danville Church $4.35,
Stouffville Church $3.00
J. C. BarroN,
Treasurer.
MoNTREAL, 22nd December, 1869.

Bbitunry.

IN MEMORIAM.
JAMES EDGAR.
Who died 11th December, 1869, aged 19 years.

Oh, when the last new year was here,
There mingled in our mirth

The accents of a loving voice
We'll hear no more on earth.

A life that budded like the spring
Hath faded with the fall ;

The sunshine of a happy home
Is shadowed with a pall,

FoIr whsn & weary life has run

ts pilgrimage at last

It sometimes almost seems & boon
To know the conflict’s past.
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But when the blight has touched the flower
Before its sweetest bloom,

Or shadows covered o’er the sun
Before the golden noon,

Then it is hard to bow the head,
And say ¢ Thy will be done ;”
Comfort the weeping parents, Lord,

He wag their first-born son.

Lift up for them the earthly veil,
That hides the heavenly love ;

Into their wounded, bleeding hearts,
Rain manna from above.

And bid them think that calm sweet peace,
That crowned his sleeping brow,

When resting from the pangs of death,
Is his forever now !

’Tis not far off, that happy home,
‘Where they shall meet their boy,

The vale of death lies just before,
The land of living joy.

Nor when, nor how, it matters not,
If they have reached that shore ;
They are not lost, the friends we loved,
But only gone before.

Hamilton, 13th December, 1869.

KATE PuLLaR.

Gleanings.

A shrewd old gentleman once said to his daughter : ‘‘ Be sure, my dear,
yOu never marry a poor man, but remember that the poorest man in the
world is one that has money—nothing else.”

The late Dr. Bethune wrote to his Consistory these ever memorable words:
‘“We can never despair of a church that puts the cause of mercy first, and it-
self second.” Again he says: “I would as soon to cultivate a farm
without rain, as a church without benevolence,” and, ‘I hate to be economi-
cal with thtﬁe ij}:d z; Lif}f.”hPosaesz&e% of such views anddspfirit, it is not
strange that all the churches he served became distinguished for systematic
and increasing liberality. And it may be added with propriety, thme im-
pressed his own spirit of large-heartedness upon the church of Christ.

Gop’s Purroses Sure.—The wheels in a watch or clock move contrary
one to another—some ome way, some another—yet all serve the intent of
the workman, to show the time, or to make the clock to strike. So in the
world, the providence of God may seem to run cross to his promises: one man
takes this way, another man runs that way; good men go one way, wicked
men another ; yet all, in conclusion, weomplini the will, and centre in the
purposes of God, the great Creator of all things.—Sibbs.
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Rev. Dr. John Hall, whose words are always sensible and timely, speaks
as follows Lo young people :—There are two ways of setting up in life.  One
is to beygin where your parents are ending.  *¢ Magnificent mansion, splendid
furniture, and an elegant turn-out.” Is not that the pretty dream of many
about their start inlife ?  The other is to begin a little nearer the point where
father and mother—-of blessed memory—began. You see, my dear friend,
you can go up so casily and gracefully, if events show it to be safe; but it
would be trying and awkward to come down.  And it costs much now to live;
and business Huctuates ; and health is uncertain ; and temptations from the
side of pride are strong 3 and many a young man who did not mean to be ex-
travagunt has been led along, and, rather than face the position and descend
manfully, has tried to keep up by embezzlement, and been called ¢ swindler.”

Many a child is lost forever for the Sunday School, when 2 single visit, a
simple exhortation on the part of the teacher would have kept it for the
school, and even often for the church. A good shepherd feeds his sheep, and
takes care that none are lost. If the teacher perceives, therefore, that one
of those entrusted to him relaxes in zeal, showing an inclination to withdraw
from regular attendance, and the danger finally threatening of its remaining
away altogether, then he should delay no longer to seek it at home, and ex-
hort it alune, or in the presence of its parents.  John B. Gough was saved by
Joel Stratton’s tapping him on the shoulder, and directing a friendly word of
exhortation to him. Dr. Cuyler said, beautifully, that in the thunder of ap-
plause at Gough’s triumph in Exeter Hall or in the Academy of Music, he
always heard the echo of that tap upon the shoulder, and those words of
loving interest.

THr BIBLE’S Accuracy.—We read in Daniel v. 30, that when Darius took
Babylon, Belshazzar, the king of it, was in the city, and in *‘ that night was
Belshazzar, king of the Chaldeans, slain.” Herodotus, the Greek historian,
informs us that the King of Babylon, whose name was Labynetus, was absent
when the city was taken ; that he sought shelter in Barsippa ; that Cyrus
attacked him there, took him, stripped him of his regal dignity, but allowed
him to retire and spend the rest of his life in ease in Caramansa. The two
statenients appear to be contradictory, and that the credit of historic veracity
must be denied either to Daniel or to Herodotus. Thus stood the matter
when Sir Henry Rawlinson, the celebrated Oriental scholar, discovered, in
his Eastern researches, one of those cylinders on which historic records used
to be written in the cuniform character by the ancients. Having deciphered
the writing on this relic of antiquity, it was discovered that at the time of
the capture of Babylon, referred to by Daniel and Herodotus, there were two
kings presiding over the empire, a father and hisson ; and thus we can under-
stand that Danijel speaks of the som, who was slain. This unsuspected
fact not only reconciles the prophet and the historian, but explains an other-
wise inexplicable expression in Daniel, where it was promised to the prophet
by Belshazzar, that if he could explain the writing on the wall, he would
make him the third ruler in the kingdom. (Daniel v. 16.) Now, why not
the sccond ruler, as Joseph in similar circumstances had been made in Egypt?
The cylinder answers the question ; there were two kings in Babylon, and
therefore the place next to the throne could be only the third rulership in the
kingdom. A very short time before the discovery which 8o triumphantly re-
conciles the seeming contradiction which cast a shade of suspicion on Daniel’s
accuracy, Mr. F. W, Newman had written these words in Kitto’s Cyclopeedia:
¢¢ No hypothesis will reconcile this account with the other ;’ an 1nstructive
lesson this, teaching us to give the sacred writers credit for accuracy, even
%ougl‘l; we may be unable to explain facts which seem to impeach it.—Church

erald.



