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*Ye I vorGur Tier, O JERUSALEM ! LUT MY RIGHT LAND FORGEL ITS CUMNINO. —Ds. 137, 5. &..

SERMON, course, I remark, in the first place, that they
. " indicate the Scriptures to be a valuable book 3
S 5. I y 4 ). D. . .

Ly q‘fs f‘?j" 12,(' b‘é}&["sm 12502, Dw D, Minister in the seeond place,.the comparison they conw
o ants, tidsyow. tain indientes the high measure of its value ;.
*“More te be desired are they than gold, yea, | and, in the third place, the strong desire they

than much fine gold.”—DPsa1M X1x. 10, i express. for it on the- part of the Psalmist

. . - . . . ' . »}3 vy e . ' o
Iz is impossible to determine the origin of | Shows the feelimgs with which we alsa shuld

this sacred poem, as there is neither any no- | regard-it.
tice of it to be found in the history of David, |  According to the method proposed, then,
nor does it contain any internal allusion to | Iremark, in the first place, that the words be-
circumstances which might afford direct evi- | foie us indicate the Scripture to be a valuable:
dence, o, at least, some ground of cunfecture, , busk. A buok is prized as valuable, chiefly
u3 to the time and place of jts composition. [ on accouut of iis conents, and accordingly,.
But there is no reason to regret the want of | juagud by this commonly. approved standard,
such data, as a huonledge of its imnport may | the Scriptures surpass all books that ever
be easily and satisfactorily arrived at, inde- | hase been published.in the world,~not only
pendenty of all infuimation as tw the wher jin having Gud for their author, but in the
and the wheie it was written.  Its chavacter | purity of their character, in the sublimity of”
is purely didactic, being a general record or | their object, and in the certainty of the know-
expression of thuse feeliugs of piety which | ledge they connnunicate.  Qther books were
the Psulmist delighted so 1much and sv habit- , written by men, conaining ouly the effusions
ually to induige.  Lhe greater portion of it is | of their mind, aud evnsequently bear the
ageupied in celebrating the praises of Serip- . stamp of the frailiics and imperfections that
ture, which he speaks of under a variety of.| chiaracterize their human authors. Some of
terms, as, the law—the testimony —the stat- ; them were the productions of ignorant men,
utes—the commandments—the judgments of | who possessed but a limited, and very imper-
the Lord.  In a strain of admining reflection, | fect acquaintance with the subject they wi Jer-
us he contemplates i1 in the various aspects ; took to treat, and who, therefore, being blind
presented by each of these espressions, he | leaders of the bliud, could.not but mislead.
breaks out into a Lrief passing culogy on the | Somehave enmnated from bad men, who pub-
characterand properties of that Divine Word; ; lished frum the selfish purpose of .pushing
and the high estimate Le set upon it, from | themselves into noturiety by the ngvelty or
his long familiarity and experience of itapure | the boldness of their speculations, or with the .
and exalted delighis, is expressed in the lan- | wiched. irtention of sowing the seeds of mis-
guage of the text, “ More to he desired than , chief; of unsettling. the principles, or corrupt~
gold, yea, thar: much fiue goig.” i ing the morals of their readers. While other.
Iu waking these words as a guide to the ; books, again have been written by men who,
sentiments to be brought furnard inthis dis- ' however eminently qualified by knowledge os-

.. VIIL "No, 3/
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rare endowments of natare, prostituted their !

talents to low ar:l worthless themes, lubone- :

fng to decarae vice with the charms of poet-
ry.or to reeommend a bad cause by the pers
suasions of a subtle and artful eloquence.
Even whern the authors were good men, who
wers animated by the viruous and benevo-
lent purpose of promoting the benefit and im-

vrovement of mankind, as they were still open

to error and mistakes, their authority eannot
beimplieitly followed. nor their judgment re-
lied on asan ample and sufficient ground for
wur confidence aud belief.  But the author of
the Seriptares was not a man, who, however
wise and well-inforined, was liable 1o err, and,
hawever benevolent, mii

“to John in the isle of Parmos.
ght undesignedly mis- |

lead ; but Ie was God, who, as He hav seen’
and known all things from the beginning,

must be intimately acquainted with all traun

and who, acting ever under the guidance of

the purest benevolence, and the most unerr-
ing wisdom, can never deceive in any of His
statements. It is true, that thoxe through
whose immediate fnstrumentality the Serip-

tures were written and given to the word,

were though wood, vet imperfeet and fullible

men: but they were not left to foliow the

either in the choice of the matter tney intro-
duced, or in the expressions with which they
clothed jt. Al Scripture was given by inspir-
ations and = propheay” says Peter, © came
not in old thme by tire witl of man, but holy
wen of Gold snake as they were moved by (he
Holv Ghost.”  In this view,—the divinely
furnished gualifications of its penmen.—:he
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this value is greatly increased wheu associat-
ed with the cirenmstances of their venerable
antiquity.  The whole volume of the Scrip.
tures was not given to the Chureh at cnce in
that complete form in which it is our great
privilege to enjoy it.  God spuke at sundry
times, as well as in divers portions, uuto the
fathers by the prophets; and although the
Seriptures maintain throughout the same tone
and reveal the same scheme of salvation, vet
a period of not less than sixteen hundred
vears intervened between the time that God
first spaice by Moses, and the Spirit conclui-
el the saered volume by the revelations made
Very few
hooks are now extant which wre as old even
as the New Testament j—the greater portisn
of the works of the learned in classical antiq-

cuity having long since fallen a prey o the

wasting hand of time, and the memory, as weil
as the names of their authors, being lost in the
gulfof oblivion.  But if we go to the earlier

part of the Bible, there is no book so old, hy

sseveral bundred vears as the historieal writ-
“ingw of Moses or the book of Jub,

Nor does
this great age, which gives an antiquated air

- to all things elre, in tne least ilagree detrase
guilanes ol their own independeat judgment, -

Seriptuces possess a marked and exelasive su- !

periority to all otiter books; and tnen the
watter they contain is no less transcendent
in importance, as it relates not to any ephe-
meral subjects, but such as ave of lasting and
universal 1nterest to men,—the concerns of
the soul, and an eternal world ; they inform
us of our original destiny, and insiruct us in
the art of living well, and dying happily, In
the perusal of other books, we must proceed
with eaution, and exercise our faculties, not
only to aseertain the meaning, but 0 judge

of the truth and rectitude of the author’s sen- |

tments. But we can open the Seriptures
with uunhesitating confidence, and read their
contents with a fuil and certain persuasion,
boti of the high importance, and the infalii-
blecertainty of every narrative they give, every
doctrine they teach, and every precept they
inculeate. It is God that speaks to usin this
book ; and though pages written in the lan-
guage, and traced by the pen of frail mortuls
I'ke ourselves, it befrs the Divine impress,
and carries a Divine authority, as plainly as
if the words were heard pronouncd from the
rone of heaven.

Moreover, the Scriptures are valudble not
only from their being the best, but also the
oldest hook in tke world. The inuwinsic in-
terest and importancs of their contents is, of
course, what shouid most stamp thzm. Bat

trom the characie., or lessen the value of the
Seriptures.  Iis Divine authority is the same
as ever, ts communications are as important
and a8 necessary to ba bzlioved, as tirey were
by the people who were fiost delighted and
honoured by the precious boon.  And, more-
over. e belief of them is equaliy caleniate.l
to ealignten the understanlings. to comfort
the hearts, and to regnlute the lives of men.
Oua all these aceounts, the sacred volume is
entitied to a pre-eminent place in the estima-
tion of Ciwvistians.  And it we are aceustom-
ed 1o prize as w great and precious curiosity,
a book which dates back a few hundred vears
only, much more should we set a high value
o tae book which possesses the exclusive ho-

- nowr of being the vldest in the world, especi-

ally when, in other respects, the cternal mag-
nitude and interest of its discoveries stamp
it as an incomparable treasure.

1 proceed to remark, in the second pluce,
that the comparison made in the text indicates
the high measure of value to be set upon the
Seriptures: “ More to be desired than gold,
vea, than much fine gold I”  'Lhe object here
brought into comparisou with the Scriptures
is gold, which, more than anything else, has
been ever held in the highest estimation
amongst men. It is the most precions of
metals; and, moreover, is distinguished by
various properties, which give it a superiority
to ail other substances in nature. Jts colour
is of a dazzling brightness, and exhibits so
splendid and rich an appearance, that it is al-
ways applied to give the finishing polish to
whatever is desigued to be grand or sumptu-
ous,—used by women for ornamen's to the
hands and the head ; for a chain to the neck
of a ruler ; for a crown to the brow of a king;
as well as enlistad ia a variety of ways to gild
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the wall« and furningre of the stately mansion.
Its gorgeons lustre imparts an air of wmagnifi-
cence to all avound it and if, as some think,
this psalmy was the composition «f Solomon,
in whobe temple and i whose palace there
was such a houndless protusion of the preci-
ous material, the statement of the wxt, com-
ing from one who had so passionate n taste fur

3

3

tioyed, the Seriptures possess, such an unk-
qualled superiority, that alt who have learned
w estimate them at theie true value, will say,
in the lunguage of the text, *“ More to be de-
sived ave they than gold, yea, than much fine
Cgold And in what respeets is theic superi-
, ority so surpassingly great above gold, and
Cthe finest gold 2 Consider the origin and na-

the splendid aund the luxurious, is stamped | ture ofeach,  Guld is & material substance,
with a peculiar significance.  Moreover, gold | formed in subterranean mines by some uu.
is the purest of all metallic substances. kuown and nnseen agents of nature. It is
Though exposed to the aetion of the hottest i found in certain countries chiefly, concealed
furnace, it loses nothing of its nature, of its 'in the bowels of the earth, mbedded in heaps,
substantial properties, or characteristicappear- | of sand, or adhering to the mountain debris,
ance ; and, though freed from ail mixture of | which is washed dwn by the rivalets that de-
alloy, it remains as solid ani weighty as before : scend into the noighbouring valleys. It is
Then, again, as & circulating medium in the | not till it has passed through the hands of the
sotial intercourse of life, it is the only thing reﬁlxgr, a.nd heen |3unhed from the h;tse{ ma-
fnpnble oftpmvlelrsal usle. ?}her mt::uusl may Lfnal.j s\*lnh whic! fu ma;,' huppexlxlt(:l be mlxeld,
e conventionally emploved i certain places, . that 1t becomés fit to be monkled into the
and in a certain state of society ; but beyond ! cain of the realm, or fashioned into that infi«
}hut hmlnted raugel.lt.hey ]m'e lulxkfnowﬁ and use- | nito variety of light or ?ohd finery to which,
ess; whereas gold is adapted for all quarters ® the art of man can apply it.  But how lus-
of the world. bl’eople of :l\ll ranks al(lld of all | trous sosver may be il}‘; ]bé:ml)‘, and how gor-
regions have learned to appreciate it, as its | geous svever its magnificence, it is of the
worth, unaffected by auny changes, cither of | earth, earthy ; and although it constitutes one
time or society remains the same as when it | of the chief elements that impart grandeur tu
first came into t‘hg hands of jts possessor. rank, splendour to aﬁlycnce, and that foym
‘}ud, llast off al}i it 1‘s thul standird by wluc(*]h  the emblems foi aullllwmy u“dl power to uu;
the value of all other things is estimated. ' great, itis after all no more than a piece o
Whatever charms an object may possses inthe | matter, superior indeed in appearance, but the
eves of its maker, or however highly prized | same in substance with the dust on which we
it may be by him who owns it, the ideal'merit | tread. *
aseribed to it by such partial and interested |  “Lurn now to the Word of God; and when
Ju('](:;es, is xf)ey[er regn;'ded hyl x'ine vm]rld lzas an | you cpnsxider its (x;‘igin and n'amrei )(:lu _w.illl
evidence of its worth ; sl its veal value is | perceive how much more it is to be desirec
left to be determined by the price it will bring ' than gold, or the finest gold. It is not of
in ]goldli , : ¢ earthly origin—for itis not the growth of na.
u all these respects, thig precious metal is | ture—it was not born wigh mau, nor had it &
a fit emblem of the Seriptures, aud the whole "ocal habitation, when, Qn the completion of
range of nature eould not have furnished to ' his creative work, God lovked on all that e
the imagination of the saered poet a more ap- * had done, and, provounged it good. It was
propriute subject of comparisan by which to  intraduced long after from a special cause;
describe the transcendent excellence of the ' and althqugh its statements of necessity pass-
\Vord!of God. l'l he high-tonead purity that . ed, through the mjuds, its words were uttered
pervades it, and by whien iy is distinguiched | by the Bips, andrecorded by the pen of men,
ahave all other books, notwithsianding the " =it bears so litdle resemblance to any pro~
crust of earthly eovruption with which it is ne- | duetion of theirs ever known or hearw of in
'c!essa(\rliiy ussotinted in recording the history of * the world, as plaiuly bespeaks itshaving come
the Church-in the world; in its being gdapred ! from a higher quarter.  Its styvle is s» much,
for the benefiv of men in every rauk and L(;n- : more cji;,,):nii'ied1 and commandi £ than, the
‘l}mm\ ni; llﬂ'e, ':mdl in all cmmmles ;md ages of | wreatest or boldest of mortals would dare to
the workl; its being the only Divine and ' assume—~jts discoveries stretch forwardin adi=
prerfect standard by which the value of things ' rection so remote from the course, which ail,
131 tln; world must e die:cmm)ed—h}' which | human researcues have ever unif. rmly taken
all chavacters are judged, all actipns are —the principle that pervades itis so humili-
weighed, and the law fulness or exceilpnce of, Lating to the native pride of man, and the
all pursuiis are tried j~—thess characleristics , whole of fis detsils of a, kind to the iavention
of which the powers of man. are so manifestly

of the Scriptures are well represented by the |
unequal, that every intelligent, and reflecting

precious metal alluded to in the text; and in |
all these poinis of comparison, the Seriptures, ' mind must be convinced, that he is not the

amongst books in the possession of men, | author: and then, when we consider its chac-
stand equally high as gold does ampng the | ater, it is of such pre-eminent purity, it
substances of the natural world. . breathes such a spirit of holiness, displays

But at this point all equality or fitness in,| such steru opposition to every form and de-
the comparison ends ; and in other respects, ' gree of iniquity and vice, makes such an ef-
{armore important thay any I have yet.mey- | fectualprovision for the banishmens of all mp~
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val evil, and for the growth and establishment
of all true excellence, its tendency is so strong
uhd s well fitted to elevate this fallen world
to the putity of heaven, and to renew man af-
ter the image of God, as shows beyond all
controversy the Seriptures to be a hook pure-
Iy spiritual, while gold is e substance as pure-
Iy materia], .

The superiority of the Seriptures to gold,
will be seen still more, if we consider the be-
vefits they Tespectively oconfer upon man,
Gold is a substance of ho small value and im-
vortance to man. It maltiplies the sources of
luman enjoyment ; it is the origin and main-
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- benevolence to man <o nctive as to have led
i to the ereetion of those humane and philan-
+ thrapic instituttons schich are designed to mi-
s ligate the evils, and promote the comforts of
1 the poor and the saffering 5 it has extirpated
50 many barbarous customs that onee prevai-
ved, und introduced such refinement into the
+ general tone of society, that by its influence,
. even in & temporal point of view, it has con-
ferred unspeakuble benefits on man; and
then, when we consider its higher and hap-
pier influence over those who, by a living
+ Taith in its wuth, brng therpselvcs under wills
, ing subjection to its authority; when we con-

spring—the means no well as the grand end ! sider how that, though it does not exempt
of all business, traflie, and commercial enter- | them fram the trials of life, it furnishes them
prise—it raides its possessar from the bave ne- § with the true philosapher’s stone, that can
cessaries of life ta seek for refinements and { turn them all into gold, leading them to
elegancies—it begets a feeling of independ- | bring their wills into entive acquiescence with
ence, and its profuse appeavance in every , the Divine—»filling them with thelove of Goidl

form, disclosing extensive resources. never
fails to secure its passessor a station of power
and influenice in the world. It were the mer-
est affectation, then, and coutrary to all ob-
servation and exporfence, to deny that gold
does confer a variety of substantial henefits
on man in the world ; but then they are ben-
efits on man in the world ; but then they are
henefits of such a kiud, that they cannot im-
part to him the enjoyment of pepfect, nor se-
cure the pledge of Jasting happlness.  Let his
coffers be ever so full of the envied treasure,
and his apartments exhibit ever so profusely
the splendour of golden trappings, his gold
cannot elevate hun to a happy eminence
wh ere the troulies and misfortunes of life will
not assail him j and not until gold can pur-
chase an indemnity fron the thousapd ills that
fleshis heir ty=-not until power can command
all tipe angry agents of pain to vanish and re-

tire—not until muthorpy and influence oan |

charm or exorcise the demon passions that
are hostile to peace of mind,—whieh embitter

Jife and fill the world with violence and eringe |
~then, but not till they, can gald be said to |

confer the blessings most needful apgd most
suitable to man,

‘Turn now to the Waord of God 5 angl when
vou consider the preciops henefits it confers
on maur, yon will perceive how much more ju
is to be desired than gold, the finest gold,
Striking its axe atsin, the vout of gll the
evils that affliet bgth the personal and socjal
gandition of man, it fays, in the disappeyr-
snce of that evil and biter thing, a founda-

tion for the full enjoy ment of'all te blessings

jt offers ; and how many and various are these

Plessings ! It reveals doctrines caleulated 1o

il the mind  with sublime and holy  prinej-

ples ; it preseribes Jaws which in their natare

are wise, and equitable, and good, aad which
Iy their direet wnd eeptuin infuence are cal-
culated to promote the huppiness of ajl who
obey them ; it inspires sentiments of piety to
God, which, when imbibed in their true spi-
7it, mould man into the highest form of hu-
manity ever seen on earth; and jt promptsa

i the joys of the Holy Ghost, and the blessed
{ hone of eternal lite § wiien, in short, we con-
sider that 1t instils into all who imbibe it«
spigit and comply with its dictates u principle
_ that makes them faithful in the discharge of
,every duty, yetive in the improvement of
. every means of graoe, serene in the most,
, troublous hour af afffiction, wnc happy in the
- prospeet of death—say, has it not conferred
s benefits an man greater and more precious
« than all the gold iu the world could.ever pur-
{ chase

y Once more, the superiovity of the Serip-
ttves to gold, even the finest gold, wiil be
yasen, when we condder their comparative
¢ durability.  Gold, though the most valuable
y usefl, and durable of all the metals, is of
, mutable nature, Though not liable, liko
. others, to corroding rust, it is subjept to tha
s tear and wear of time; and. like all things
else that belong ta this changing warkd, is
, doamed to grow dim of its splendour, und to
v perish at last. .

Purn now to the Wand of God ; and when
vou eonsider the durability of its nature, you
will perceive it 18 aepossession more to be de-
sired than gold, even much fine gold. It hag
already contjnued tg exist for ages, and 1t will
continue to exist so long as the world lasts,
 But 1am nat speaking of its cuntinued and
, miraculous preservation in the world, but of

its personal and happy effects on those who
cread and prize it, as the Psalmist dide—on
those i, reading and receiving by faith its
precious truths into their heart. will have rea-
san, both {n time and throughout etepnity. ta
bless God fur the jsestimable boon, The
man whose treasures of gold are uy great ay
those Crpsus, and who has placed «ll tjs hap-
piness and his hgpe in his coffers, may bs
stpipped, like that opulent monareh, of all
 his riches, und left to beg a pittance from the
,cold hand of charjty. But when the word
enters the heart of any one, with demonstra-
| tion of the Spirit, and  with power, it Jeads
. him to a Saviour who can save him to the ut-
teymost, and wjll never yhandon the sou} tha

. 1
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trasts in 1lim. It produces a new lifein him in sincerity and on principle, will, like the

which afiall never tie. The Word of tha! Palmist, prize the Scriptures as an inestim-
Lord liveth and abideth for ever in the soul able treasure, and cherish a desive to he more
which lias entered by Divine power, and be- aequainted with the precious cottents of that
comes the happy means of” conveying to him sacred volume, And this desire they will
all the blessings of anlvation, grace, and glo- ' nianifest by a frequent and peviodien) perusal «
ry~—~present comfort, aswell as future and of it by storing their memories with a know-
everlssting joy. Huppy the man who hus ledge of its facts, and feeding their souls with
received it by faith! He will find the plea- " its heavenly truths; by cleaving unto. it ax
sures of religion not only sweet but lasting ;5 the ground of their trust, and as the source of
securing him a treasure, winch the poorest’ their happiness; by appenling to it as their
© man that possesses is richer than all the gold guide in the lischarge of duty, and theiv
of the world could make him 3 and which the ecouncellor in the midat of difficulties ; and by
rich man that possesses will find, of all hix’ keoping it so constantly before them, that
possensions, to he so inestimable, that.he will their sentiments their hubits, and theiv pur-
#ay, in the language of the text, “ More to be ' xuits, are moulded by its silent but predomis
desired nre they than gold, yea, than much nant inflnence. In short, they will zhew the
fine gold.” ' value they set upon it, by making it the
1 siow proceed, in the third and Iast place, | ground of their confidence.  As the man of
to remark that the strong desive which the ' the world, who, Iy“vears of anxiety aud la-
words hefare us express for the Scriptures on | hour in foreign climes, has enrned a compe-
the part of the Psalmist, shews the feelings ! tency of gold, will carefully take the most
with which we should regard it. prudent and rational means to secura the
A desire for gold exists mare or less in the | possession, and wiil return home to his native
minds of all. In some this desire is their go- ! country, to apend the renminder of his life in
verning principle of action, originating their "the enjoyment of the comforts and elegancies
movements, stimulatiug their energies, lend- which it will afford him, so the Christian whe
ing to sustained efforts of patience and per- knows the Seriptures, notm word oniy, but
severance, which no disappointments nor'also in spirit, and who by faith has come to
difficulties exhuust; and nothing can satisfv ' participate in the blessings it contains, wilt
them, but a possession of the object on which | take every means, by meditation and prayer,
their hearts are set. In others, again, this {to retain and perpetuate what he has got.
derire rises into the strength and intensity of | ‘The feelings of every Christidn are so akin to
a passion, prompting them not only to spend | those of the Psalmist, in his estimation, the
wearisome days aund sleepless nights, but to! Word possesses so inestimable n value, and
form deep laid schemes, to enter upon auxi- | he cherishes so great a love for it, that, were
ous speculations, to prosecute hazardous “en- ' all the books in the world to be lost, or laid
terprise, and to undertake, as many are new | in one mighty piie for conflagration, he would
doing, a voyage into a distant and unexplored | be happy in the retension of it alone.  And
region, where, as adventurers, at many a pain- | as life advances, and his experience ripens of
ful sacrifice of time and chance-directed la- ‘l_its refreshing comforts, and its elevating pow-
bour, and incurring the most imminent risk ! er, he can testify his sense of it, and the value -
of danger to life and property ina lawless | he sets on it, no otherwise than in the lan-
state of saciety, they continue their daily dig- | guage of the test,* More to he desived are
qings for gold. And richly will he deem !'they than gol(, yea, than much fine gold.”
himself rewarded far all his previous anxiety! Is this, my friends, the lamgugne of yvour
and toil, and great will be his feeling of ec-] hearts? Itixthe language of a very advanced
stacy, who, by, some fortunate aceident, eatch- and experienced servant of God, who had longr
es a glimpse of shining ore, first seizes the  drawn water from the wells of salvation, and
precions lump, and finds himaelf in pesses- whose lengthened and varied experience ena-
sion of the longed-for treasure, ‘ bled him, in a‘peculiar manner, to know and
In like manner a sense of the value of the j to testify how sweet and yefrexhing it was'to the
Seriptures, and a desire to gain an intimate | taste,—one who, seated as he was on a throne,
acquaintance with their precious contents, iy ' and surrounded by all the splendours of rov-
an invariable concomitant of every Christian "alty, knew, and couldt testify, that the trea-
mind, Where this lesive has no existence at | sures of ihe Bible were immeasurably beter
all, what can be o surer mark of irreligion or ' as a source of human happiness. than all the
worldliness, or of a merely. nominal profes- | pleasure derived from the possession of gold.
sion, which suggests, perhaps, the propricty | You may nof, in point of spiritual any more
of possessing a copy of the Word of Gou, but | than of earthly experience, have risen so high
allows it to stumber in inglortons neglect in  as the Pealmist; out still, if you are the peo:
their repositories, or on their shelves, or I ple of God, s word possesses aitiactions to
keeps it in rome elegant form as a piece of  vou, and dpens sources of pure and elevated
gilded furniture, to embellish their apartment, ; enjoyment, and is felt to exercise such a hap-
hut never thinks of it, nor handles it, but when | PY influence over vou, that yon prefer it to alt
they carry it. to church, or find it there? But | other books. Yon repair to the perusal of it
all who are Christians, nus 1n name only, but | ot under a cold sense of duty merely, bus
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, ;
from a lively sensation of pleasure in the com- | degraded way of expressing them than by
munion it enables you to holld with ita Divine y drunkenness?  Conceive only the drunkard
Author—the Divine friend of your love, And  resolving thus to shew his sense of what he'
in proportion as vour religious knowledge | has received during the past, or thus ta pre.
rises into fuith, and faith rinens into spiritual  pave himsel? to meet the future, We witl
experience, vou will be enabled fully to enter | picture him to nurselves, soliloquising some-
into the apivit of the Psalmist's words, when | what in the following manner :—* "The yvear

T @ity MONTHLY RECQRD OF THE CIICRCH OF SCOTLAND

he said, “ Maore to be desived are they than
gold, yea, than much fine gohl.”

s

()

How do You intend to  Take in
the New Yoar?”?

. " |
Tris may perhaps mest the eye of some
ane who intends, ¢ as usual.” to end wne year
and begin another withdvanken revelry, "We
Delieve that, as reapects such custoins, there
s a great and decided iniprovement among
all classes; vou it is notarjone, that thousands
‘of our people who ure habitually xober, join
the ranks of the profigate and dissipated at
the scason of the New Year. And from the s
exciises that are imade fod such conduct, and |
the judgments which are passed upon it hy!
‘even professing Christians, one would think
‘that God’s laws were suspended ujpon ** New
Yenr's Day ;” that for one day, at least, men
were permitted, with impunity, to have their
““ heartrovercharged with surfeiting and drunk
“nness.” and to * waste their substance in ri-
otous living ;" that for one day Satan was
““loosed a little seasan” upon earth, and that
‘people were indulged with the privilege of
« following the besst !’ And what is said of
many such followers? “Oh'! he is a very
respectable tradesman,—a good man,—asober
man ton. He forgets himself, to be sure,
about the New Year; but he cannot be much
blamed for that; it is the custom vou kuow.

i3 now eome to an end! I lave been a very
lucky, a very happy man, during the last
vear, Letme seeif Tcan recal the meeies
shewn to mysell and tamily. Mercies? I
cannot number them l—they have been new
everv morning and evening, Iivery hour of
the 24 of each of the 365 daya that are gone,
have Been full of mercies. T can recal peca-
liar mereies too,~such as, deliverance of my-
self, or some near and dear to me, from dan-
ger, sickness, death—and the obtaining of
other special blessings s—and all this year,
mercies have been added to those of the ma-
uy yvears which are gone! Reviewing those
mercies, I shall—get drunk ! and thus shall I
banish from my memory every thought of
God who has given me all; and by doing
what He hates, I shall testify that ¥ love Hlim
ot, and feel no gratitude towards Him 1

r shall we suppose this man not only re-
viewing the past and present, but contempla.
ting the futwre? Conceive him, then, saying
“1 know not what awaits me! This coming
year may be-to me, or tomy family, a year of
poverty, sickness, or death! What trials or
temptations may come to me ! - This year I
may meet my Savionr! But whatever comes,
I shall enter upon the future, and prepare for
its coming events, by—getting drank!”” We
do not say, that any one of our readers would
be so daringly impious as to express himseif
in such words as these. but what else do
men practically declare, when they act as we
have supposed them to do? It is no valid
excuse to say, “ Oh! we never intended to

People are so happy!” These are some of | shew either our ingratitude to God for the
‘the ignorant and wicked comments which are | past, or our indifference to IHis providence
‘made by those who should know better, upon ' for the futire, It was mere thoughtlessnesa
the excesses ton commonly connected, alas! | and an evil custom.  We forgot ourselveat”
with the New Year; whereas, if men would | True : but how could you -‘forget God g”
«nlv reflect, they wou'd perceive, that at no | Do you not perceive the wickedness involved
seasonof the veardis intoxication (though at in not remembering and praising dini from
all times sinful and vile) so pecnliarly base ! whom all your mercies come,—in not casting
7. and wicked as at that period, wien we end i your care on Him who careth for you? In
‘one vear aud begin anather, and which is so | thus forgetting God, vou indeed forget your-
solemuizing to every thoughtful mind. The [ selves ; for he who « forsakes: God, forsakes
Tast day of this year will end to each man a| hix own wercy.” IRead Deut- iv. 10:13:
history peculiar to himsaif,—and, 1o Limself | Psalm ix. 17 ; llosea xfii. 6 ; Psalm 1.22;
more interesting than the history of Europel | ciii. 1-5. : : <
To some it will be as the happy close of aj  But, perhaps, you hate to think of the past,
sanny day ;—to others, as the midnight hour *and fear to anticipate the future ; and that as
of a day of gloom followed by the shadoves of | botli force thenselves upon your mind nt this
a dark and stormy eveniug.” Qne man may | season, vou are glad, even by dissipation, to

enter upon another year with glad hope, as if  paniss the unhapyy thoughts to- wiich they . .

it were the opening gate of Parulise; ano- i give rise.  But 3s the past- Slotted out from
ther, with tottering step, and groping hand = God’s book of remembranee,” when ablit-
as if i+ were the entrance of the valley and ! erated for a time f-om your memory by the
dhadow of death. But however strong the : stupefaction of strong -drink, or the ndine 6f
feclinis may be which the pastfsummons up, ! ungoediy revelry ?  Would it not-be wiser'in
or the future kindles, can we cenceive a_more , you, and bring surer peace to your soul, to
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Took steadily at the past, though it should ap-
rear to memory as accursed ground, haunted
1 the hideous spectres uf wicked days and
nights ; and, in deep penitence, beg a merci-
ful God to wipe it out with the blood of Chriat
shed “ for the remission of sins that are past
through the forbearance of God?” And as
to the future, how can you—how dare vou—
fly from Him who alone can guide you—pro-
tect you—help you—keep vou from evil; and
without whose graca to help, time, in spite of
all its mercies. will prove & preparation for
an eternity of woe 2 Whatever you do, then
forgei mot God! but meet Him through a)

Redeemer, and be at peace! :

We do not, however, intend, at present, to
particularize those exercisea auitable to a new
year; but to lift up a warning voice against
a common sin, and reckless state of mind,
which corvert a season which, in the case of
every professing Christian, should be fruitful ;
to God in prayers and thanksgivings, iuto a
season which, 'in the case of thonsands,
in fruitful to Satan in base ingratitude, and
lieartless dissipation, and reckless fully.

Let it not be supposed that we are enemies
to those domestic enjoyments comnon at this
season, expressed even in the family feast,
the jocund faugh, and the stirring music.
‘T'here are times when it is “ meet we should
be merry 5 aud when that merriment, we be-
-lieve, may be shewn in these ordisary forms
of social " happiness. ‘Though, perhaps, in<
curring from some the charge of being “wine
bibbers and gluttonous,” we maintain, that
there are seasons of festivity, when to Chris-
tians who have the means at their disposal,
and with' even more propriety than to Jews,
may be spplied the words of the old com-
wmandment,—* Thue shalt bestow thy money
for whatsoever thy sout lusteth after, for ox-
cn,’or for sheep, or for wine, or.for strong
drink. or for whatsoever thy sonl desiveth;
and thou shalt'eat hefore the Lord thy God,
and thou shalt rejoice, thou and thy house-
hold ! (Deut. xiv. 26.) But mark the words
““ before the Lord!" Itis this principle which
is to regulate a/l such outward means and
expressions of enjoyment. Qur enjoyments,
whatever these are, must be received frem
God, aud returned to God in gratitude, love,
and abedience, * Whether we eat, or drink,
or whatever we do, we must do all to the glo-
r5-of God.” All must be in harmony with
oar submission to Him, delight in Him, and
a realizing sense of His presence; so that if
anything is said or done which we would not
wish Cnrist to see or hear, that thing mtusé be
wrong. We world then heseech of our reas
ders never to fy to Satan for happiress.
“He is a lar” and ¢ murderer from the he-
‘ginning.” ‘There-is nothing he givés us; but
God gives us inan infinitely better form. Al
Batan’s gifts and pleasures are abuses and:
rerversions of thuse permitted and bestow- 1
hy God, who “gives us all things richly to en-
Joy.” . Sinful pleasure is coin designed origi-

7.

nally by God to make us rich towards Him-
self, but robhed from the treasury of Christ’s
kingdotm, and brought into the kiugdom of
darkness ; and there being stamped with the
foul image of its prince, is lostowed by him
as a bribe and reward for vehellion against
God. and a= means of * buying souls of ment”
Bring in the new yecs as Chijsts happy,
praverful, thankful. confiding people; and
not us Satan’s prayerlese, miserable, ungrate-
ful, and dennken claves ! And thus you will
have a good New Year!

1]

(For the *onthly Record.™)
isez2.

Tiar New Yian lifted its crowned head
Trom the grave of'its silent sice.

And rose, like the phaenix, in strength arrayed,
From the dust of that funcral pyve.

e put on his rohes of state and pride,
Aud stood by the sounding sea.

Wiere flowed the current and ebbed the tide-
Of ‘I'ime and Lternity.

His glance o’er the mighty earth was bent,
And a goodly realm was there,
Then opened his gire’s last testament,
As hesecmed the rightful heir,
But a weary look came o'er his brow,
And his glance wax chauged and dim,
While his brew grew dark for n year of srace
At the legacy left to him.

There were tangles and troubles at every turn,
Battle and fears to snbdue.

Ltiddles to ravel, and problems to learn.
Nor to one had fie ever a clue—

Wrong to be righted the wide warld o’er
Wherever the sun shone down ;

The New Yran sighed, as he felt he wore
A chain in place of a crown.

From the ruddy East to the green wide West
Defection and fear prevailed,

Revolt was lifting its blacd-stained crest,
And hope in its presence quailed 3

From New Zealand’s Isie unto far Japan,
Outstretching from pole to pole, B

To the land where & despot’s galling chain

Roused the Magyar's free-born sonl; -

Where I¢2ly sounded het vine-wreathed Iyre

- The sky wore a smiling alow,

But the erater enitted its sparks of fire,
And the lava was hot below; .

While France looked up with a puzzled hrow
From ler army, and iron-clad fleet,

With a fuiling exchequer, perchanee a fo
For her wily lord to meet.

And England, great England, was iil at case,
Ag the Bagle, oy jackdaws pecked,

Her mighty fleets and her argosies
Of commerce the ocean flecked.

Aloue, yet strong in her glorious part,
She Jifted hier stately heud, )

But a whil rose up from her mother’s heart
For the miltions who ask for bread. .

Where orowded factories dim the sky
With the smoke of their weary toil, .

The suffering poor, and their children, cry
For return of the-CorroN spoil. :
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From these she turns with a strange unrest,
And sees, through the hazy glow,

Her red-cross lifting its dauntiess crest
O'er the waters of Mexico!

1o that giant renlm in the western world
Where war hears its red right hand,

And a tattered flag in disgrace is furled
O’er a self-destroying land—

Where pence sits widowed und desolate,
Mourning her empire yet,

While brother with brother in deadly hate
On therhearthstone of home have met.

From the crring South, where oppression’s rod
Has durkenced the weary air,

The cry of the siave has gone up to God,
Aud flis judgzments are heavy there.

o the wanitor North, with its braggart boast
Of freedom und heartless wrong—

The lightning flashes from const to coast,
And the thunder’s voice is strong.

No marvel the New Yran heaved a sigh
At this picture of st.ife and sin:

To refor.n the world he was willing to try,
But knew not how to begin.

Yet over the storm and the tangled thrall—
‘T'hirough the twilight so strange and dim,

There ruleth One who is Lord of all,
And the issues are safe with him !

Harnrrax, Dec., 1861. M.J. K.
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THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

1. INTRODUCTORY.
AX eminent English Bishop—Dr. Philpotts

THE CAURCIt OF SCOTLAND

! nation of circumstances, an influence =0 all-

i pervading that it is felt not only at the na-

| tion’s core, but at its remotest and least yre-’
" grarded extremities. It is manifest that, in
tthis country, even were acivil establishment
| secured under Episcopal rule and forms, there
! would still be lacking much, if not all, that
| constitutes the power and grandeur of the
| English Church. Even if Nova Scotin were
"next meonth to he declared an integral por-
| tion of England, and were as such to be par-
< celled out into parishes, served, uunder hish.

; ops. by rectors, vicars and curates, on the

permanent footing of an Extablished Church,

" and ia the enjoyment of all the privileges and

immunities whicl: belong to such an instiu-
tion, still, without the prestige conferred by
age—wnithout any opportunities to nationaliz

- itself—unfamiliar to the vast majority of th

» people, and destitute of any elaims on accows

of serviees long and faithfully rendered eithe.
to the devotion of its friends or the respect
of its enemies ;—we would have here but the
dry hones, but the lifeless skeleton of the
. Church of England. A parhamentary msjo-
! rity, the fiat of a Prime Minister, can never
create a national Church. ‘The erection of
" parishés, the exaction of tithes, the fostering
care of a government; the favor of royaity,
. cannot accomplish it. It must be-the long
" result of ages, of the beneficence, piety, re-
: verence, of many generations—of the strug-
tgles, adversities, martyrdoms, of the good
and great of old. The ishop’s declaiation

of Exeter—lately declared in Convocation, | really amounts to a truism. There can, in
that, strictly speaking, there was not, and i no jmportant acceptation of the terms, be an
there could not be, a Church of England out | English Church out of that eountry; and
of England—a truth so eviden, that the won- I Episcopalians domiciled abroad must content
der is that the Right Rev. Prelate should be | themselves with the designation—an howor-
so tardy in discovering and acknowledging I able one and a safe—of the Episcopal Church
it. Itistrue that there is now, in each of | in connection with the Chureh of England.

the Colonial possessions of Grent Britain, a{  With equal truth "nay it be said of our own
Church conforming to the ritual, doctrine and | Chureh, that the conditions aund peculiarities
order of the English Establishment, and call- | of its existence in Seotland cannot be trans-
ed by her name. In Nova Scotia, for in- | ferred to other countries. As out of England

stance, we have a complete diocesan equip-
ment of hishops, priests and dezcons, prac-
tising the same forms of public worship
as the Church of England, using the same
liturgy, and subscribing the same stan-
dards, with a laity whe are constantly in
the habis of calling themselves, not of No-
“va Scotia, but of the mother country. Yet
there is, notwithstanding, in the strictest
sense of the term, ne Chuzch of England in
this province, not wholly or even mainly
because we are territorially forth of that king-
dom, but because of the very different condi-
tions and relations under which an Episcopal
Church must exist here. In Englaud, not
only is there the wise and sahitary connection

between Church and State, but, in addition, ;

there are large and permanent revenues, an
exact parachial system occupying every inch
of soil, a title to possession coeval with the
introduction of Christiamty itself, and, a= the
natural result of so rare and happy a combi-

i there can be no Church of England, so, out
out of Scotland, and for the same reasons,
there can be, strictly awd properly, no Church
of Scotland. We must rest satisfied with
the designation assumed by our Synod—¢ The
! Presbyterian Chureh of Nova Scotia and P.
. B. Island in connection with the Church of
: Secotland.”  We must be more than satisfied
i with it—mrore than contented and happy un-
der it. We must be able to appreciate the
security which it conters, and 1o deferd it
against all gainsayers—to prove that it is not
a blind prejudice, nor an adherence to auti-
: quated uotions, nor a blundering unreasoning
ebstinacy, which, as some would affirm, have
induced us to turn away from the dulees
: voices which have been so lately charming in
i our ears, Notbecause they proceed from the
lips of thore who, for the greater part of their
lives, have been calling us Erastiaus aud:
hirelings, have we rejected their sddresses ;
nor because we are inclined “to-stand upon
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aue diguity d« ministers and memhers of a1 hirelings, but men and brethren,  We shail
Chuch established by law in the mother, tear a leaf or two out. of the Confession, we
country 3 nor even because we desire to ap- | shall append an explanatory nots o the 25,
praprinte fo aurselves the name, if only the * ehapter, we shall elevate Erastianism into a
umme, of the thing we desire and love ;—hbut | hevesy, we shall raise up a uew  Jesu-
for far higher and more substantial rensons, | mony and compel our licentiates v vow
We aeek sedurity aguinst ihe dangerons in- | againstit, we shall declare somethinge anea
novations which dissenters have made and | marriage, we shall lav-bands upon Ellom
nre making in the doctrine, disgipline, and | the ceramony of ardinatlon, we-shall inveut
testimony of the Church.  We seek to bind | a new nawe, and eall Kirk-Seseions Pucoeln-
ourselves and the generations whioch will suc- | al Presbyteries, and we shall have, hald, and
ceed us to the orthadox professian of our | possess, 1 huge quantity of spiritual indopond-
fathers. Looking abroud on the digecta|owce. No, hrethron! Rather will we hold
membra of Yresbyterignism in many lunds, | fast the profession of our faith without waver-
on the Church of the American States shiver- | ing. It is not for us to eraso u si-~ie line,
ed into u dozen of fragme:ts—Old Schouol, | to nssail a single position, to qual.  a singie
New School, and diverse schools,~many of | doctrine of that Confession. .\&mlcm deviees
them containing something mare than the | and imaginations and invemions have no
germe of what may grow into the upas tree | churms for us.  We are contonted to walk in
of rationalism and infidelity; on the Church | the old wazs, to maintain the old standa.ds,
of Ireland, with a gousiderable section apenly § to lave the old Chugeh. More than honour
denying the divinity of our Lord; on the U. 1 and reason, more fhan vank and digaity, we
P, Church of Scotland, with a Voluntary 'Pes- | prize safety, and we think that at present we
timony 5 on the Free Church, propounding, In | are safe. ‘The ritualism of Bagland and Ger-
this year and century of grace, the Popish | many will never infectus, The utilitarianism,
doetrine of spiritual fudependence ;—we can- | the sevsationulism, the love of display, and
not but congratulnte ourselves on the wise | the constant hankeving after some new thing,
instinet which has leJ us to seek shelter with- | which huve so disfigured and divided the
in the shadow of the walls of the goodly house | Preshyterianism of the American Stutes, witl
which our fathers have built. To use a nnu- y never usurp dominion over us. It may he
ti¢al figure, should we out ourselves elear of | that our friends who have lately mude the
pur present moorings, whither should we | venture of independence, may prosper as we
Arift? In these fast and changeful times, | would desire. Concerning outselves, there
where should we be ity years henee? No- | can be no doubt whatever, as long s we re-
velties are vife around us, the free-thinker is | main in connection with the Chusrch of Scot-
husy sapping at the foundations of aur hope, | land. Against that rock the gates of hell
erudite men, in colleges and pulpits, speaking | will not prevail.  Popery, prelacy, and, alas!
the jargon of philogophers, are endeavoring . that we should say it, her own rebellious ¢hil-
to explain away our holy mysteries. the eve | dren, have frequently dealt hard blows ac the
of regson s coldly sennning our faith, and | veneruble mother.  Many heresies, many sys-
making out boundary lives tiwaugh its very | tems of philosophy falsely so called, wany
wiidst, Should we set up for ourselves, what | novelties, have from time to time prevailed
next?  Where are our safegnards azainst the | around her.  Still are her garments unspot-
nassults of the enemy ? Independence is g | ted from the warld, pure and sainuy, as in
noble thing, if we could on.y use it disereet- | the days when Culdee missionaries laid her
Iy—if we could only vepress the disj osition | foundations deep in the gloam of Caledonian
which so inevitahly charncterizes it, to sneer | forests, and taught barbarjan kings and paint-
at things old and yffeat things new, to helieve | ¢d kernes to how at the name of Jesus.
too little in the dread of believing too muyeb, | Strong she is, too—let her enemies confess
Have we cleared a pouple of acres of ferest yit; stronger far than when she sate more gt
land and erected » log-hut in these western | ease and governed ji over an undivided peo-
wilds? and do we not then shake our fists at , ple; strong because of her trials and afflic-
monarehy and seowl at arjstocracy, and sav | tions, hecause of the need ske had to furbish
harsh ghings concerning those institutions ! her weapons and_hang out her hanners and
which we formerly prized and respected ? ' man her walls. Like the pine of Clan Alpine
Suppose we haye an acclesiasticul hoyse of - . . .
our own, a bran new American house, A ’%ﬁ%‘;}“g)‘t‘,‘ g“lc_;“f‘::}.‘;":}t’,ck
man can surely do. what he listeth \vitl! his e fiemer she rolotsther; the harder it Llows."”
own properey. e may put what furniture | - :
he pleases into it; he may make what altera-; TLet it he known, then, far and wide,~ to
tions in the apurtments and partitions seem : whomsoever it may coneern, that, mainly for
good to him; . he may arrange jts internal  the reason we have hevein specified, we are
-scor:ofny after a fashion of his own ; nay, he | vesolved at all hazards to maintain intact our
.may pull it down—rafter and beam, tower | present connection. Other motives we havg. .
-und wall—~and sow salt on its foundations, if !\Ve love our mother as a dutifu] daughter
hig be so minded, Suppose we have become | should, and surely if that is a weakness it is
judependent, then—no louger Erastians aud | a veyy amiable one. Our intercoyrse vith




10.
her has heen sweet and: ﬁtecious‘ ‘The ben- !}
efits which we have received at her haunds |
have been exceeding great and many :—she
has condoled with us, cared fur us, thrown
her strang orm around us, at a time when the
pith before us was in very deed a rugged one,
and our pragress over it painful and slow. f

Shall we not love her—our father’s Cnurch ?
While the old places are there—the high |
places of our Lord and of His Christ, where ¢
the Cross was first planted and the incense of
the morning and the evening sacrifice first |
aresg; while the old graves are there, where |
our fathers sleep in the shodow of the temples |
where they worshipped, and tite old trees, uud
the old paths winding among the tombs—
can we forget her? shall we not love her?
Chilidhood, boyhood, manhood, have there ve-
ceived impressions which distance, hawever
great, and absence, however prolonged, will
never obliterate.  Old age will wax garrulous
in recalling them, and dymg lips wiil babble
of them in dreams and visions. * If we for-
get thee, O Jerusalem, let our right hands
forget their cunning :(—if we do not remem-
ber thee, Jet our tongues. cleave to the roof of *
our mouths.” v
And we have a stafus, too.  Probally they |
whe have it not will affect to sneer ntit. But
is it not a real thing, begotten of qualities to
which men huve ever accorded respeet and
precedence ? Theology is & science—a sn- |
ared sclence certainly—but, like every other,
possessing a peculiar nomenclature, certain
rules and definitions, divisions and subdivi-
sions, moot and fixed paints;—and while it
is not by any meaus necessary that alkshould
krow it sciemifically—while in its appiication
10 life and morals, under the name of religion,
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not in the least degree invalidate the fuct,
which will be conceded even by those who du,
not love her, that the Caunrch of Scottanyd, hus
always sought to-sunctify learning and ;iwr&-
ture by devoting them to the defence and ex~
position of divine trath, and has succeeder
so far as to lead the public 10 expect i every
oue of her ministers as well competent gifts,
as imparted graces, h N
;
—————r

CORRESPONDENCE.

The Schemes of the Church.,

\
ALw the Schemes which have the extention”
of the Redeemer’s kingdom for their ohject
must be of importanee, and a2 Church that
negleets to support any of them to the extent
of her means, and the vigor with which she -
prasecutes them may be fairly taken as a test .
of ber vitality.. AL the same time, itis quite
obvious, that the importance of each scheme
is only velative. A Church camnot live for
any length. of*iime without having an edu-
cational scheme of some. sort either in her
own connection or allied to.her, by which her
voung men are trained for the Ministry. A
Home Mission Scheme is equally necessary for,
a Church’s existence and growth, other Chris-

1 tian schemes she mav for a time do without,

as the Churches of Great Britain and Ameri-
ea did do for centuries. Our own Church

started with. her ¢ Yonng Men’s Scheme”

with every promise of success. We are
again, however, on the right tract, and it is 1o
he trusted the scheme will be prosecuted with

it is so simple that a child may comprehend 'the utmost vigor—it is indeed cheering n
it, still, inasmuch as its importanece cannot be | know, that we bave now twelve or thirteen
orver-estimated, it will be readily granted that | Students training for the Ministry, mostly
those whose duty it is to deliver instruction junder its anspices.

cancerning it. should be as fitix fiunished for

With our schemes of ITomws Missions, wnd

the work as circumstances will permit of. ' supplementing weak congregations I am more
The clergy are the sworn interpreters snd { immediately comected, and as a matter of
snardizns of the trath as it is in Jesus, and ,course, more personally intereste thau in
therelore Joose and inaccurate statement, any of the others. The * Lay Association,”

crude and siapeless apinion, the Lhind grop-
ing of jgnorance, and the fickleness and nfir- |

whose main ohject was to assist the Church
in this work, may have failed—there may bp

muy of speech which ever accompany it, ought | radieal defeets in” its censtitution, such, as
vot te be tolerated in them. ‘fhis position  will for ever render its efforts abortive to abe
heing established, how is it connected with tain the end in view ; hat I diink it wrong to
the question of status?  Intimotely—thus 1 partwith it until it has had a fair and an hou-
"The clergy of the Church of Scotland are, or, est rial. For mv own part Lam not wedded to
ought to be, capable workmen, yeeding not { one particular plan,  Any other scheme likely
1o he ashamed.  Their training for the saered , to do the work more effectually I am qaite
office has been thorpugh ang careful,~no ,ready to support. Of one thiug however I
Church in tl.e world, not even the sister es- ,am firmly convinced, that whatever scheme
tablishment of Iingland, exacting so much , be adopted there must be local and Preshyte-
from, aud exercising so rigid a supervision | rial organization. Local ties. and local sym-
over, those who aspire to her pulpits. Of | pathies must be awakened. *If a man pro-
course, it is not denied that, as errors aud | vide not for those of his own household, he
defects are inseparable from every institution | ¢ worse than aninfidel,” is no less the dictate”
which is administered by men, unworthy per- | of our common nature than it is the plain
sous may occasionally he admitted to teach jteaching of Scripture, and is of general ap-
and rule in her sanctuaries. But this does | plication ; meeting its responses. alike in our

-
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Spiritual and {emporal concerns. It was in ' Mission fund to ane of their weak congremas
récognition of thisall pervading principle, that . tions ; but this is the work of the Lay Asso-
that profound thinkely and truly great man, | ciation las taken in hand to perfort, and 1
the late Dr. Robertson, in warking out church * suppose that if any other weak congregation
extension, divided Scotland into Provinces, ' did come forward asking supplement, i& would
‘and thus, by entisting local sympathies on the * have to go vt of the Preshytery and ask it
vide of his schieme, his labours were made | of the Lay Association.”

emiuently successful. Precisely on the sante| Now the supplewent alluded to hv Me.
principles we must also work, if we expect to  Grant was not granted by the Pictou Preshy-
be successful,  We have ourlocal synipathies ' tery, but by the Synod§ application havine
and these must be aroused into action. The ! besn madé by the partein June last—the
Presbytery and peuple of Halifax, will from | Presbytery only drew for the money by au-
%  the very nature of things be more interested | thority of S%nod. Neither has the Lav A«
Ju the spiritual wellbeing of their friends and ' saciation at any time granted or withheld any
relatives of Lake Porter, Sackville and Mus- | of the monies collected by it,in any other
quodoboit, than in tne people of Barney’s { way than hy concurrence of the standing com
River, St. Mary's or I‘.ochal)erg' but the * mittee of Synod, Mr. Grant’s supposition not-
Presbytery and people of Pictou will as cer- i withstanding,
@ tainly feel more interested in these last. than
they can possibly do in those of “ Wog River™!
+ Cross Road” or ¢ Cardigan® in'B. B. Island. *
This, it must be, from the very natwre of the
% social ties which bind man 19 man, that the !
| furce of our sympathies wesken at the same
ratio as the circle of operation widens front its
cettre.  Unless we are altogether dead to the
moral impuises of our nature, onr commiser-

ation will be extited, on hehalf of our * kina- | .
! ¢ ; profitable to look back and teke a very
suen according to the flesh® dying at our door | ! % and teke a very slight

ar lack of spiritual food, and vur hearts and glance at our past, as compared with our pre.
. S D> .

ands ready 10 fender them relief, more than | sent posttion Bver since the unfortunate
he d]i]su:;xt :m}i unl}cr}o\vn, i?oug‘h ]])mbably ; secession of 1843, the history aof our church
quully deserving objects. Nor is there any | 1)) this Province may he deseribe

uld ar narrow selfishness in this,—=Our bies- | < » . ¥ T b_”d as a long
#d Saviour when on earth, to show. that on ; ‘mlg;,:e 4gamst  acverse  circumstances,
uking upon himself the * seed of Ahraham® f T'wenty years ago we wereonein name and
aow deeply imbued he was with all the sinless - rotherhood with our now Free Chureh breth-
phases of human sympathies, in sending forth i o, worshipped in the seme churches, ac-

Ais verv first Missionaries, charged the .
- e ™ knowledged the same doctrings, shared in the

Jonux McKav.

—0-

Retrespection.

In crossing the threshold of another year,
it may not be out of pluce nor altegether un-

* Not to go the way of the Gentiles” but ¢ ra-

her go to the lost skeep of the house of Is-
ael.” His Jast iujduction to his disciples,
mmediately before 1llis astension; was, to
* Preach the Guspel to all creatures—beyin-
wng at Jerwsalem ;” and His deep sorrow-
“ngs Inview of the coming woe, and -of the
utter desolation which impended over that!
‘hapless city, wus but another expression of |
':human'sympnthics, miked with Pivine cons-
passion. -
Let me not he understood 2% standing #n
. antagonism to foreign Missions—It is not so.
1 would rejoice to see our Church maintain a !
Hission to the Heathen, but I would rejuice |
Tore to see her send the Gospel o our own
rethren nearer home.
¢ | Since writing the above T read the Rev.®
Xr, Grant’s leiter on the “ Home Mission”
il “Lay Association” in this month’s 1te-
wrd. I mention it only to notice a mistake,
dleulated to convey a wrong impression, in-
‘¢ which he (unintentionally no doubt) has
len. As an instance of the clashing of ihe
y ociation with the Home Mission
eme, he tells us that * The Pictou Pres
Lgery at theit:dnst meeting authornzed their
X to grant-e supplement out of the Home

same trials and were called by the same name.
Feelings of sympathy rather than reason vy
necessity made a division in eur ranks. The
separation weakened both und embittered
hoth, and those who aforetime had oftentimes
taken sweet counsel together, stood sullenly
aparty though not many of them knew why
or wherefore. Rut as has not seldom been
the case, 2 cry was put inte the mouthy of
men, instead of & Teason or an argument,
one which, could be easily spoken and easlly
yemembered, end well calculated to mike =
Qeep impression upon-a simple and earnes:
minded people. That ery was that Christ's
crown and covenant had been trampled under
foot and <hkat'the author of this fearful sucri-.
lege was the Church of Scotland. Oh how
intensely and bitterly unchristian were the
feelings of those unhappy days, when bro-
ther would not speak to_Lrother and one part

!of‘ a household went this way and another

that. Timez has wezded oat much e? the
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hitterness and corxected m'm\' of the erron-
cous impressions, hut we regret to say has

not brought our brethren back to us. But

let us be thankful for the measure of good]

it has effécted. Neither at home nor in_ the
Colonies, does any one, now with the excep-
tion perhaps of some isolated bigot think of
branding the Chureh of Seotland with the
injuwious and reckless imputations which in
those days were so freely cast against her.
ere indeed oblivion has so far buried them
that the generation which separated from the
church has expressed a strong desire—that
a Unioe kuitting the three Presbyterian
hodies should be effected.—We rejoice in the
spirit which dictated the offer, as it proves
that men bave cast away their old opinions
aud buried we trust for ever the opprobrious
and most unjust cry to which we have already
alluded. ‘That we have mnot accepted the
offer arises netther from waunt of esteem, nor
want of confidence, or indifference to the add
cantages of union, hut because there are cer-
tain principles which we feel bind us to the
*Chureh of our Fathers and which we cannot
couscientiously push aside. Cur feelings,
¥ perhaps oven our interests might incline us
to make common cause with our brethren,
hut if higher considerations restrain us, these
are surely entitled to respect. But we are
wandering from or rather anticipating our
subject.

Thirteen years ago, there were only three
watchmen upoun our towera. Qur ccclesias-
tical organization was in ab:gance. We had
neither a Synod nor & Presbytery. Our hearts
may have almost failed us as we looked at the
spiritual destitution around us, but the faith
and resolution of our people never wavered.
Congregativns had been left without a pastor,
yet they clung to theis Church through long
and weary jears—getting occasional minis-
wrations how and when they could. A depu-
tation from the Mother Cirwreh visited them,
saw the extent of the desiitution, and with
deepest sympathy witnessed the earnest long-
ing of a firm and faithful people for the time
wien a minister’s voice might be regularly
heard amonyg them. The wen of this deputat on
were Masters in Jsrael, men of wisdom and
experience, whose worde were weighty and
cloquent, and who might well be classed
among the excellent ones of the earth.  Their
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and hopes of our peopie like & shower in the
degert, or an abundant dew in the season of
drought. Iu the Preshytery of Halifax thers

| were but two Jabourers, both faithful and car- !

nest in duty, and who are still spared to us,
and we trust that their bow. may long abide
in strength. But in the Presbytery of Picton
there was but one—while eight or ten great,
congregations looked up to him as their only
spiritual adviser and instructor. ‘Thanks be-
to God his frame was strong, and his heart -
willing and resolute. The weary journeyings
did not dishearten him, the immense lubour
did not overwhelm either body or spirit. In
the full vigor of life he guve his whole heart
and energies, his time his talents, his pros-
pects, to the spiritual welfare of the people of
the county of Pictous He felt equal to much-
and he performed much. Some thirteen years
ago another laborer arrived npon the field,
and devoted himself with viger and great suc-
cess to the missionary work. The deputation
made our position and wants extensively
known at home, and year by year brought
one servant of the sanctuary after another.
No effort was.spared by the Church at Home.
The Preshytery of Halifax enjoyed in succes-
sion the labors of the Rev. Messrs. Nicol,
Spwlt, Wilson, Stewart, Boyd and Jardine,,
all men, excellent and devoted, and whose la-
bours have not been without abundant fruit,
The Presbytery of Prince Edward Island has
experienced at Jeast equal attention. ‘The
Rev. Messrs. Machean, McNair, Suodgrass.
Duncan, Lochead and McLaren, were all sent -
out under the auspices of the Col. Committee
to that inportant field of labor.  Only one of”
these is now upon this station—doing his
work well and successfully. The first—an
cluquent and imnassioned preacher—ill health
compelled to remove to a milder cliwate.
The second—one of the most amiable of men,
earnest and sincere, possessmg the enviable-
gift of winning hearts—has, alas! lost his
say ; but, notwithstanding bis sad doctriral,
errors, has many a warm friend on this side
of the Atiamic. The third—solid and mas-:
sive, weighty in word and thought—now |
worthily accupivs a commanding position in!
« sister colony. The tourth labors, we we
have said, ably and successfully as his succes+
sor. L'he fifth—an caruest and resolute marj*
—might have been more successful, had hg

presenccaand sympathy refresiied the minds: been more pliant, and studwd more caufull;

i



the mysteries of human‘nature. As it was,
he spared not himself, but worked hard in a
distant field. -Of the laat we shall say nothing.
In the Presbytery of Pictos, by far the larg-
est in our Synod, the supply for a long time
was meagre, in consequence of the difficulty
almost amounting to impossibility of securing
Gaelic-speaking ministers for any portion of
the Colonial fileld. Fortunately, two able and
devoted missionaries, natives of the county of
Pictou; and educated in Scotland, threw in
their 1ot witn theixr native land, and have effi-
ciently and successfully Ueen breaking the
bread of life to their countrymen in their own
language for several years. When we con-
sider that the adherents of our Church in this
Presbytery are, to a great extent, Gaelic-
speaking people; and that they cling to and
love thelanguage of their fathers with a strong
and natural affection, it is not to be wondered
at that many touchmg appeals and applica-
tions have, from time to time, been made to
the Mother Church for assistance in this di-
rection. It is a pleasing satisfaction to be
able to record that, after long and weary vears,
the call has at least been partially answered,
and in the present year our Church possesses
in this Presbytery, instead of one, five settled
ministers who regularly minister both in the
Gaelic and the English language. In addi-
tion, we have at the present moment four
charges superintended by clergymen who
minister in the English language only. This
is to be sure, a recovering of lost ground
within the last thirtcen years for which we
have reasons for profound gratitude to the
Giver of all good. Still there are vacant
places—such as Barney’s River, Lochaber
and St. Mary’s. Besides saveral of the char-
ges consist of two if not three congregaticns,
som2 of which are quite able, both in point
of number and ability to support a separate
pastor. Roger’s Hill includes Cape Joha
and River John. Gairloch includes Salt
Springs. East River includes two powerful
congregations.  Earltown includes Wes:
Branch, River John. It is not perhaps say-
ing too much that each of these places, either
could now, or very soon will be able to sup-
‘port a minister for itself. Whilein the mean-
time the amount of lsbor which has to he
gone through by most of the ministers in the
Presbytery of Pictou is far tao great, yet is
sppurently too unavoidable.
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We are glad to be able to stale that we
stil} keep our ground in 8t Johns Newfound-
land, our Church being represented there by
an eloquent and devoted servant,  Sueh then
in a few brief and imperfect words is our pre-
sent position in the Synod of Nova Scotia.
Qur history has been one of trials—of patience,
of hope deferred, and of gradual recovery
from & great and stunning shock. For the
pomt we have reached, we have been much
indebted to the aid and sympathy of the
Mother Church. Indeed without that aid we
must have perished altogether. 'Fhat aid also
inspired us with hope and encouraged us to
make some decided effort for ourselves. To
recruit our lost stréngth by the carrving out
of “the Young Men’s Scheme,” which bas
been so successful—and also re-organising
and preparing ourselves for a more active

and efficient future. At the present moment"

we have four ministers in Halifax, ten in Pic-
tou, three in Prince Edward Istand and one
in Cape Breton. Too few indeed for our re-
quirements but if we faint not, they will gra-
dually and certainly increase. We mention-
ed in a former numbey, that we had not fewer
than sixteen young men, natives of Nova
Scotia, studying for the ministry. In the
course of a few years, these will begin to oc-
cupy fields of usefulness among us—enlarg-
ing our influence and increasing our efficiency.

But in the meantime, there arve pressing
duties which if we are wis», we will by no
means overlook. We must be ever on the
watch to improve our organizations, to in-
crease our means, to train ourselves to an in-
creased liberality in Church matters. We
have much in our power, and itis rax duty
to act rather than to complain or murmur:
It is not well to be cast down at every smail
or even at a great disappointmient. There is
no body whatever, however properous gene-
rally speaking, that is not exposed occasion-
ally to vexatious disappointments. It wiil
happen sometimes that those from whom we
expected and had a -right to expect support

may fail us in the hour of trial. But if we.

look at such a matter in its proper light in-
stead of thinking of abandoning a good

cause on that account, it ought if we have ™

the spirit of mien to incite us to greater effort
and to conquer viclory by a resolute perse-
verance in the right. And have we not
some cause for rejoicing, In Nova Scotia

-

-
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our means have increased and are inereasing. +

The history of our Church in New Bruns-!self, his wife and the olive branches growing;

[ . .
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plying the wants, natural and artificial of hims

wick presents we are glad to find a similarjarcund them. If they like to let us know
aspect, while in Canada it is cistinguished by | the real state of the case, they would honest

the same progressive improvement. Wel
have heard complaints and reproaches not a

Iy say that such a sum would barely float
them over half the year, even by practicing

few from ameng our people, that their min- "tigid economy. Hence it is that the clergy-% .

fsters leave them. JItis indeed a matter of
serious regret, that our history for the past!
ten or +fifteen years, has been to so great an
extent a history of changes and removals.
Puring that time, singular t6 say, there has
not been a single death among the clergy of
Bynod, which is cause for great thankfuluess,
bat there have been not fewer than at least
sixteen changes or removals from one place
to another—some returning home, some go-
ing to Canada, and others removing from one
charge to another in the same Synod. When
wnch changes take place on such a scale, there
must he some serious operating cause, and a_}
it is one which is doubtless working to ou,
great injury it becomes us to do cur duty to
cremove it.  We do not think that such is the
case to the same extent in other Presbyterian
Churches. We are certain it is by no means
the case in our own Church at home. ‘There
in nineteen cases out of twenty, when a min-
ister is once seftled in a parish, he is there
during the remainder of his natural life. We
wll know the real reason if we like to confess
it.  We have heen too much and too long in
the habit of paying poorly and paying irregu-
lerly those who minister in holy things. Itis
a sad and bumiliating truth, that almost any
individual removing from the mother country,
has nearly a certaiaty of lettering his condi-
tion, except the clergyman. 'We seem some-
times to forget that clergymen and the fami-
lies of clergymen, have wauts and require |
means and comforts just as much as tihose of |
the merchant, the physician, or the lawyer,
They have at least an egual position to main-

tain, the same responsibilities, and the same
natural feelings. They have generally fami- |
lies to support, to clothe and cducate and
make a vespectable appearance. Every case
of necessity naturally makes its first appeal to
the clergyman. And what has been the pro-
vision we have made to enable him to answer
these muliifarious demands. Just let us ask
any of our comfortable mercantile friends, or
our family doctor, or say the villsge lawyer,

+ how far £120 or £150 a year will go in sup-

man's life in the Colonies is so unsatisfactory.
Itisa great and crying and crushing evil.
The remedy is in our hands, and the sooner
we appiy it the Letter, for the people suffer
from it not less than the clergymen—It is an
evil which has been long felt by all Churches,
and it is the legitimate fruit of the wretched
voluntary system. The Free Church has en-
deavored to combat it by its Sustentation
Fund. The Methodists have tried to fight it
by a somewhat similar scheme. OQur Church
in Canada is laboring agajnst it by getting up
an Eundowmen: Jfund, and uunless we do
something also, we onght to blame nobody
but ourselves, if we find it difficult to get or
to keep clergymen.  On the contrary, it is a
deep stain upon and disgrace to us. What
right have we to insist upon exacting the
very vigor of a man’s life for what will bare-
ly provide the naked necessities of life, while
others it may be are witung to render him
comparatively comfortable ? It is unjust and
unfeeling, and besides it must in the end be
a sad failure.  We have itin our power to
prevent our ministers from wishing to return
home, or to go to Canada or any where else
by making them as we ought more comfort-
able and wdependent. Thisis plaia spﬁ-’
ing, hut ft is so reasonabie and obvious. &
comes flome so closely to our better feeling
that it can by no possibility give offence to
any. Tt is rather a question worthy of grave
consideration and of vigorous action. o )

T.et all misisters and people work together
in harmony, with a spirit of love and chayity,
doing much and {orhearing mach, consider-
ing and consulting each others wants with o
single eye to what is just and right, and we
have no fears for our Church, for it will then
be leavened hy the spirit as well as the form
of Christianity.”

0

From our Scotch Correspondent. |

—

"

Tue Church never occupied a more envi-
able position thannow. Of all religious com=
munities, and especially of those ia Scotland,



IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES.

she certainiy enjoys the greatest amount of
seace and harmony. ‘T'he Church of Tingland
1 distracted by disputes about doctrine anc
the prevalence of heterodoxy among her eler-
iry. The Free Church is on the eve ofa great
internal agitation about what she ealls her
s dearly-bought liberty” ; may, is already
plunged into difficulties by the precipitancy
and inconsistency of those who undertock te
lead her victorious through the contest in-
volved in the Cardross case. ‘The United
Presbyterian Church Jooks with dismay on
the prospect, which every day becomes more
alarming, of a severe winter and a terribly ve-
duced exchequer. Episcopacy is in the agony
of creed conflicts, and Voluntaryism ‘is under
a regimen of bitters, but the old Caurcin of
Scotland is pursuing the “ even tenor of its
way,” with its clergy sound in the faith, “its

" bread given it and its water sure.” She is
undoubtedly gnining fast on the affections of
the people.” It is a very rare thing to hear of
falling off in any of her congregations, and an
every day oocurrenee to be told of increase of
strength. She is rapidly becoming in reality
what she has always been in name, * The Na-
tional Churoh,” Squabbles recentiy threaten.
ed about Patranage have passed away, leav-
ing no trace hehind, ‘The outery about the
separation of the Parish Scaools from the
Church has ceased ta be heard save in faint
and iserable growlings from weakminded
and narrow people. In short, at no period of
hier existence was she less troubled and mare
promising than at this time.

The effect of the new Parochial and Burgh
Schools Act is being tested most severely
during this and last month, Kverywhere the
result is favorable to the Church, even in
places where dissenting influence might be
oraught to bear. 'The Church is more in.
debted than she has ever acknowledged to the
Duke of Ruccleuch for his suocessful effort to
continue the power of ele-ting teachers and
fixing their salaries in the hands of the large
heritors who are almost to a man either mem-
bers of or friendly to the Parish Church. The
Free Church was most anxious to invest such
privileges in the whole body of heritors in
the hope that, in the seramble, many of their
men might get into the National Schoals, In-
deed rumour has it that that body are so ex-
asperated at the total failure of their exertions
1o wrest the prerogatives of the Church that
they nre trying now to bully the Lord Advo-
oate Monoreift into introducing another and
entirely revolutionary Iducation Bill next
sessicn,  Some have even declared that such
# measure is already prepared, [fso,the old
Churoh will find more friends even in the
House of Commons than she has ever had,
and should her enemios riumph there, she
wiil still have a sure and oertain hope lefts
and have deeper cause than at any former
time to “ thank God that there is a [louse of
Lords” Tut, after all, this report may be

.
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nonsense. For the credit of the heroes of
1843, it is to be hoped that it is !

A very excellent movement is began
throughout the several Presbyteries of the
Church for the purpose of raising better col-
lections for the Schemes. The clergy have
at last roused themselves in this most impor-
tant matter. 'The plan generally adopted is,
to issue cards to each household connected
with the Parish Church, on which every in<
mate states the amourt which he or she in-
tends givirg to each scheme. A collector
lifts these cards and ealls every two months
for the amount promised to the scheme, whose
collection falls due at that time. In this way
the six missions are supported more general-
Iy and generously, As far as it has gone, the
plan has wrought wonderfully. In Ayr, for
instance, it is reported that the contribution
to one of the schemes rose almost immediate-
ly from £13 to £30, and had not even then
reached its legitimate standard. 'T'he fact is,
the energies of the Church of Scotland bhave
never heen drawn out as they might, Sheis
at once the most influential and most wealthy
of ail the Scoteh Churches, and vet, notwith-
standing, she has no Sustentation or Manse
Funds, she is far behind even Dissenters in
her missionory efforts and zeal. Better days,
however, are yet to dawn upon her. Caleu-
lations will he very much at fault if, within
three years, she does not take her true posi-
tion in this as she has done in other respects,

A curious case is about te be tried, in
which the Presbytery of Irvine ave to be the
defendauts, and the Rev. Dr. J#ing, M. P. of
Australia, pursuer. ‘This olergyman,.it seems,
acted a very strange part in 1843, coquetting
between the Church party in the eolony and
the Free Chureh deserters. It was under~
stood that he had seceded and accordingly
he was depased both abroad and by the Ir-
vine Presbytery at home, who had given him
license and ordination. In May last he ap.
Feaned at the bar of the Assembly in Edin.
urgh, and demanded the removal of his dis-
abilities, deglaring that he had never left the
Church. The Supreme Court justly wonder-
ing why the Rev. gentlemen had luin so long
in silence under their han, rejected the peti-
tion, and now an action is raised in the Court
of Session by L. Lang, to force a restoration
of his rights, How the matter may end is
not very olear, but many legal authoritica
think that Dr. Tang will gain his paint, in
which ense the pecuniary burden of the ac-
tion will full an the surviving members of the
Preshytery of Irvine who took part in the
transuction complained of, 1t is said—with
what truth I eannot tell—that if 1. Lang
succeeds in establishing his claim he will ad~
vange his position, and seoure some very de~
sirable advantages in Australia,

Sootland has sustained an almost inoon.
ceivable loss in the death of the Farl of Fg-
linton, who was rightly esteemed as one of
the nablest of her sous,  No pen can deseribe
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the pzinful sensation which followed the an-
nouncement of his decense. Ilis Lovdship
was on & visit to Fifeshire, and had- been en-
joying excedent health aud spirits,  Up till
the hour in which he was struck down he
seemed the most unlikely subject for o stroke
of apoplexy.  He had been dining with a
party of Golf-players, and was putting on hisy
coat before going out. when he {ell down, ne-
ver to rise again, Carried to,a hed he ro
mained insenvible for some days, during which
the only evidence of life was a gentle breath-
ing.  He passed away quiely and softly as if
the transaction between & bucy active career
and an unseen future was to him the easiest
thing possible.  *'The good Earl” as he is
called will not soon be forgotten.  All elasses
are lamenting his untimely removal.  Ireland
in grief, has resoived to immortalize his me-
mory, Roman Catholies and Protestants vying
with each other who will do him most honour,
Ayrshire has begun, already to ruise funds to
perpetuate his name.  Scotland from one end
to the other mourns for h'm, and openly de-
clares that she will “never sce his like again.”
Itis very touching to remember that Lord
Eelinton’s last public act was to make earnest
vetition to the Queen on behalf of the unem-
ployed Seamstresses of Ayr. ‘These poor
women were nearly inconsolable when the
news of their benefactor’s death reached the
town. It is understood that Her Mujesty has.
granted the prayer he so powerfully present-
?. Surely so kind and good a heart will

ot have missed its reward. Reguiescat in
pace.

Itis now almost settled that the University
of Glasgow—The second oldest in Scotland —
is to be removed from the east to the west
end of that city. The erection will cost al-
most £100,008, nearly one fourth of which
will need to come from the Exchequer. 1t is
yevoried that the monies received raized in
Seotland for the “Eglinton Memorial Fund?
will be expended in the building of an addi-
tional court in the New University to be call-
ed the ¢« Belinton Comt” and deveted to
some special department of studr.  Regard-
ing the removal of the College itself, there is
n great variety of opinion, Some think that
the old structure is not only more calculated
to inspire the Students with reverence for
Clussical and Philosophical studies, but like-
wise quite adequate to accomodate all the
«lumni who enrol.  Others, who despise any
thing like Jove for the aniigue, ave ail for the
wodern ervection. The Commissioners side

n

ed for offers of ten or twelve acres of land.
Yt seems & pity to demolish the old halls that
have stood for four centuries and are still as
SLLoag as ever. '

A strange correspondence has been going
on between two ecclesiastienl dignitaries—
one belonging to the Chureh of, and the other
to the Episcopal Church in, Scotland, TLast

winter 1r, Bwing, who is called by the clergy
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and others, Bishop of Arzyle and the Istes,
got a meeting held in the Bishop of London’s
Palnce at which it was stated that Argyleshive
was nearly all Fpiseopol and therefore many
ntore Churches shioull be built. Dy, Smith
of Juverary, at present Moderator of the Gend,
eral Assembly, wrote to the Bishop of Lun-
don denying the predominance of Iipiscopacy
in the county of Avgyle, ‘The Prelate replied:
that he was sorry such o statement shonld
have been made. The letters got into the
public prints, and « barely civil correspond.V |
ence hegan between Dr. Smith and Dr. K-
ing, the etfeet of which was that the prosely~
tising efforts of the latter were wutively de-
feated aund his pretensions reduced. The '
whole afluir created a great excitement, and
caused a hittle war of letters.

It is feared that a terrible time of wantand
destitution is at band. Nay ! it has come al-
ready. .Ju the west of Scotland alone, there
are tens of thousands not only idle but stary-
ing. Pedple ask in amazement, “ what is to
be dope 7. In county places heritors are
deing what they can to give work,.and so re-
lieve distress,butin towns there are multitudes,
God help them ! who can only look to chavity,
May Nova Seotians never feel the pinchings
of poverty, and if thev do may they be sup-
parted.in aud delivered * from all their troa-
tles. The cuuse of ull this misery is nedr
their door.  Ask any of the poor, reduced,
and famished multitudes around, * What is
thie souvce of their indigence ?"” and each one
will answer, as he shakes his head, * The
American War.” That lamentable event is
blamed, righi!y or wrongly, as the prolifie
pavent of all the wretcheduess that is visiting
the manufacturing population of Britain,

) e

Reminiscences of a Trip to Canada.

——

My Dear Sir,—as the Record under
vour able and assiduous management sustains
a fiterary as well as a striedy religious char-
acter, and undar the guidance of a religious
spirit, aims at increasing the stock of its
readers’ general information, I proceed 10
furnish you according 1o promise with a faw
notes of a trip to Canada, made in the early
part of summer. At this interval of time my
notes adopt tne shape of reminiscences, and
I trust the process of recoliection may inx
few instunces cast aside what is of transieng
interest and retuin what conveys premanent
instruction.

The morning I left Halifax was that follow-
ing the breaking up of 1he House of Assem-
bly~an eveut which seemed to give a serious
shock to the elements of nature for which I
wes not propared. It blew a terific gale
during the night, and the winc howled furi-
ously its indignation at the follies, falsehoods
andinconsistencies of modern legislation,
‘The rain continuing on the following day,
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averybody and evervthing were soaking, The
cabs weve wet, the horses were wet. the rain
rushed down 'in torvents from the bats and
cont-tails of the drivers, and umbrellas would
have been of as much use as in a general de-
Juge. As ir is the irreverant boast of steum
to defy the elements, an immense load on
board the train of members of the House of
Agsembly, did not prevent the cars from
bringing us to Windsor on a dirty, dull and
generally uncomfortable day.

A TEMPERANCE LEGISLATOR.

After two days detention, we floated down
with the tide of the Bay of Fundy ou & most
unpromising night, bound for St. John, "The
necessity of anchoring during the night be-
hind Spencer Island, left every one at liberty
10 dispose of himself at pleasure. Tand =
douce quiet man, a most sincere believer in
the Pope, sat a while not far from a party of
card-players, and then retired to rest—in my
case however, rot ‘o sleep, Drink and the
excitement of the game wrought up the gam-
blers to an exalted pitch of raptuve before
parting at midnight.  They talked loud ; they
talked long ; they boasted of their gains;
extennated and deplored their losses; they
debated ; they roared ; they laughed and they
thumped. Anon there was an ominous pause,
when the gambling mania for a moment pre-
dominated, and then their excited souls would
fly off the stretch and the shouts of laughter
would re-echo from stem to stern of the an-
choted ship, quietly reposing upon the waters
and sufficient to scare the fish in the elements
beneath. The nuisance was indeed intoler-
able, but it did not terminate with midnight,
for the most offersive pare of it was still fu-
ture. What was my astonishment to have
handed 10 me about two manths afterwards,
while I was in Halifax at Synod, the Report
of & Committee of the House of Assembly
on Temperance,in which scientific arguments,
social arguments, moral arguments, religious
arguments, and all kinds of arguments are
directed with great force 1o me and the other
members of Synod to persuade me to the

-principle and practice of Total Abstinence,

and signed by one of the revellers of the
company, that by intemperate howrs, intem-
perate speech, intemperate Jaughter and in-
lemperate appetites, disturbed the night’s
rest of myself and other quiet people. To
be disturbed o’ nights and lectured on an
early day by the same individual, was an in-
cident fruitful of surprise and instruction to
me, as I have not yet fully learned the extent
to which public opiuion is in America merely
a counterfeit.
THE CITY OF ST, JOUN.

Gambling and rails dil not prevent our
arrival next morning at the well known eity
of St. John, or Sayut Jobn as the Yankeus
call it. It wasa happiness to me to see this
eity again, as I had a lively recollection of

m

the kinduness and cordiality of the puople,
wheun there us « delegate from our Synod in
1859, It is well known that St. Jobu has
inereased  very rapidly daring Jwe yvears,
and promises to bhecome a lavge emporinm of
comnrerce.  Its position at the nfouth of ooe
of the great rivers of the globe, draining o
continent of productive land and the outlets
for the products of the ice-bound const of the
Gulf in winter, indicate that St. John will
vetbe one of the grentcities of the western
world. New Ouvleans, similarly sitnated in
some respects, has a swampy foundaion in
tne delta of the great Mississipni, but St
John is founded upon a rock. 'The zeal of
the Roman Catholies has gratified itself with
the erection of a Cathedral. which I inspectest
outside and in with no feelings of veneration
or respect, I thought I could discover evi-
dences of workmanship that did not bid fair
to defy the ravages of a North American
climate and I think some stores had already
felt their solidity a little shaken by the iron
grip of the frost Besides it had ‘so many
marks of the recent use of the trowel, tie
chisel and the nnllet, that one could mot
look upon it with that awful feeling which
wraps the soul in its solemn fold while visit-
ing the ancient cathedrals of Lurope hoary
withh time, with the marks of man’s hammer
and chisel smoothed off by long centuries and
enriched in the glory of grand associations.
At the same time I was inclined to say
¢ wherefore this waste,” as jtzdid not appear
from its arrangemems to serve the ‘purposes
of public worship any better than ‘a much
plainer building would have done. Indeed
Luust vegard all such buildings erected ar’
the preseut time as monuments of folly—an
evidence that Romanists ave in some respucts
behind the age—imagining that because such
buildings were useful in the middle ages tar
awaheaing and enchaining e admivation
and perpetuating the superstition of o half
civilised people. they are still of service.
Protestant imitations of such a style of
church are, however, still more useless and
indefensible.  When they linve a steady con-
gregation at all, I have observed that it is
generally a very dead and inactive one.  The
zeal and efficiency of Protestant congrega-
tions is generally 1n the universe ratio to tiw
splendor of their church. I think thisis a
fact. Into the reason of it I cannot now.
enter, ’ L
1 believe that Presbyterianism 1s botter ro-,
presented heve than auy other section of the
Protestant Church.  We oan boust of a very
respectable body of clergy and five churches, ..
‘The congregation in our counection is the™
strongest and wealthiest and worship in an !
old church of great dimensions, I shouid
not wonler if upon inguiry it turned ous thas
their wealth has materially assisted in the
erection of move thai one of the other Pres-
byterian churches in St Juhu.  Their fine

appearance and shriving condition speak well
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for the assiduity of Dr. Donald, who for
warmth of Christian sentiment, sagacity and
scholarshiy, richly deserves the degree which
Queen’s College lias lately conferred upon
him, and who, having served his apprentice-
ship to the art of emluring ecclesiastical
thunderbolts by having lived and labored

Ay
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science, sto speak generally) where is their,
Bacon, their Newton, their Herschell, their
Harvey, theic Jeaner, their Davis, their Ark-
wright, their Lyell, their Miller? TLet any
one ook into a work on English literature;
and he will perceive thatI might add Zun-y
dreds of names to this list, beside which, with

within the bounds of the Presbytery of4.the exceptions mentioned already, the Ameri-

Strathoogie, when the Free Church agitators
sent down their mightiest men to gnlighten the
Strathbogie Presbytery, still survives, I hape,
the spiteful recrimination of Mr. Bennet or
any disanpointed ecclesiastical schomers. It
was curious for me to reflect that I stood in
the pulpit that was occupied forty years ago
by the late Rev. D. A. Fraser, one of my
predecessors, whose name is so dear to all
our people here, and who for commanding
talents, winning manners in general society,
self-denying labors and almost unparalleled
services to our church, will ever be held in
remembrance by our people. I saw in the
vestry of St. Andrew’s Church o porirait of
Mr. Burss, who had acted as pastor of this
congregation and returned to Scotland. He
was a member of the Burns’ family—quite a
clerical family, of whom one will be well re-
membered as a Frea Chuich delegate.

THE FEDERAL STATES OF AMERICA.

cans have none to place as of the snme grade .
in the republic of science and literature.
There are writers enough : how could it be -
otherwise ? but the men of not merely Ameri- \
can, but universal reputation, are very few.
‘I'he marvel is, that in spite of all this,
which he can neither deny nor see, Brother
Jonathan can take his stand on his steamboat
or beside his steam engine, (the hoiler of
which is every moment in danger of burst-
mg) or in his lucifer match factory, or in his
broom factory, or his bucket factory, or his
edge-tool factory, &ec., and caleulate the lati-
tude and longitude of his greatness, and inti-
mate in speech and manner the utter impos-
sibility of him or the nation to which he
belongs being surpassed in anything or by
anybody. I can say truly, that I have no
prejud ce against the Americans, but in other
respects like to meet them. - I do, however,
detest their universal boastfulness and want
&f principle, which are so insulting to their

_A fine steamer hr‘ought me after a sail of ! neighbors, and which, bus for the magnani-
eighteen hours to ‘the harbor of Portland. ! mity of other nations would have long ere

And now for the first time in my life, I stood '

upon American territory, under the protec-
tion of the stars and suripes, in the country
of Washington, the most disinterested of
patriots, of Franklin, the most shrewd of
practical philosophers, of Daniel Webster,
the most time-ierving of politicians, and of
Jonathan Edwards, one of the greatest of
metaphysical divines and by far the greatest
man that Awmerica has ever produced. Itis
rem rkable that the States weve a British
colony, when they produced their greatest
men. Where are their great men since?
‘They possess indeed thousands of good bauk-
ers, lawvers, mauufacturers, mechanies, poli-
tical aud theological orators, men well known
in their own regions; but except Irving, Ban-
croft, Preseott, Longfellow, Cooper, Emerson,
Mrs. Stowe, Agassiz and Hitcheock, who ave
their men of world wide reputation? Look
over an American library and see how small
a.space books of native growth occupy. In
poetry, where is their Chaucer, their Spencer,
their Shakspeare, their Milton, their Dryden,
theirYoung, their Cowper, their Southey, their
Scott, their Wordsworth, their Byron, their
Hogg, their Burns and others whose name
is legion? In intellectual philesophy where
js their Hobbes, their Locke, their Smith,
their Hutcheson, their Hunie, their Reid,
their Stewart, their Brown, their Hamilton ?
In politieal economy and jurispradence, where
is their Cooke, their Blackstone, their Stair,
“their Adam Smith, their Ricardo, their Jere-
any Bentham, their John Stewart Mill? In

. this produced terrible wars and devastated -
their country, and which are now more than

ever, when they are not so far removed from
Europe and Iluropean interests, pregnant
with danger to the peace of mankind, It
helds true of nations as of individuals that
pride goeth before a fall, and he that hum-
bleth himself shall be exalted. This is a
time, when national courtesy should prevail
more than atany other timein past history,
when arming is the order of the day. Why,
men cannot minke a Curable peace without
first shooting and stabbing each other for a
year or two, will probably astonish our pos-
terity very much at some future day. ~
God grant that the now three representa-
tives of the great Anglo-Saxon race, the Bri-
tish, the Federals and Confederates, may noj
exhibit the unholy spectacle of cutting each
others throats this year to the disgrace of
their e nmon Christianity and for the gratifi-
cation of their common enemies. AP,

o
THE CAURCH IN NEW BRUNSWICK. -

The Presbytery of Restigouche met at
Bathurst, on ‘Thursday, the 5th of December,
for the purpose of admitting the Rev. James
A.Murray to the pastoral charge of St.Luke’s
congregation. The Rev, James Steven of
Campbeliton presided, preaching ar appropri-
ate sermon from Jsaiah 62nd chap., Gth and
7th verses. During the short time that Mr.
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Maurray has officiated at Bathurst, he has won | to enable him to draw on  the Colonial Com.
the good apinion of every one by the affabili- | mittes for salary. Certificate granted.

ty of his manners and the abundance and
acceptability of his iabors.

—— () e

TIE CHURCH IN NOVA SCOTIA.

St. Andrew's Church, Pictou, Dec. 4, 1861,
Which time and place the Presbytery
af Pictow met according to adjowrn-
ment and was conslituted. Sederunt,

Rev, Thomas Tallach, Moderator pro fem,
Messrs, Herdman, Pollok, McGregor, McKay,
Sinclair, Ministers ; Messrs, Donald A. Fra-
ser, John McKay and McKenazie, Elders, and
Mr. Christie, Clerk.
dnter Alia.

The Minutes of last urdinary meeting were
read, sustained as correct, ai.d ordered to be
engrossed.

There were read communications from the
Colonial Committee, intimating that on the
representation made by the Preshytery, they
had no hesitation in continuing the grant to
Dr. McGillvray, the minister of McLennan's
Mountain congregation ; in the case of Pug-
wash, that they had agreed to grant the sup-
plement recommended to that congregation
for the last half year, but that they hoped ir
would be the last claim from that quarter.

There was also read a communication from
the Rev. Peter Mackichan, stating that after
serious and prayerful deliberation, he declin-
ed accepting the call forwarded to him from
the congregations of Barney’s River and
Lochaber.

There vias also read, a letter from Wm.
Jack, Esq., Secretary to Committee of Month-
ly Record, requesting the aid and co-opera-
tion of this Preshytery in their endeavors to
increase the civenlation of the flecord. It
was moved, sceonded, and unaunimously
agreed to, that the ciders in the several con-
gregations within the hounds be instructed
to visit their several districts, and urge sub-
seriptions.

There was tabled a commission {rom the
Kirk Session of Hoger’s Hill, in favor of
Mr. McKenzie bona fide acting elder, as their
representative in Presbytery and Synod for
the current year.

Mr. Herdman thanked the Presbytery for
supplies granted to hiz congregation during
his absence in Scotland.

M. McGregor reported that according to
instructions, ke had ordained the elders elect
in St. Mary's.

It was moved, seconded and agreed to, that
a day be set apart for thanksgiving to Al-
mighty God for his mercies in the late abun-
dant harvest, and that the matter be left to
Kirk Sessions to carry out as may be most
convenient.

Mr, Grant applied for the usual certificate

Mr. McCurdy was appointed to supply
the pulpit of McLennan's Mountain on the
first Sabbath in January ; Mr. Herdman on.
the first Sabbatn in Fe%)ru:u'.\'. and Mr. Me-
Millan on the first Sabbath in March; M.
Pollok to supply the pulpit of Barney’s River
on the last Sabbath in January ; Mr. Sinclair
to supply Lochaber on the last Sabbath in
February, and Mr. McGregor Baruey’s River
on the last Sabbath in March.

There was received the sum of £1 from the
Kirk Session of McLennan’s Mountain, and
also thirteen shillings and sixpence from that
of Barney’s River, towards the salary of the
Presbytery Clerk.

The Preshytery adjourned to meetin St
Andrew’s Chureh, Pictou, on the first Wed-
nesday in March, 1862, at 11 o'clock in the
forenoon. Closed with prayer.

Jaues Cunisris, Piesby. Clak.

0

Praesbytery of Prince Edward Island.

In reference to a letter published in our
November number, signed Alex. McXKay, we
have been requested to publish the following
Excerpt from Minute: ?

CrarnorTErowy, 20th Nov., 1861.

The astention of the Preshytery was called
to a letter signed “ Alex. McKay,” in the
November number of the Record, containing
animadversions on the Presbytery of Prince
Edward Island. After deliberation, the fol-
lowing deliverance was unanimously adopted:

"The Presbytery do not deem it consistent
with their pasition to enter on a réfutation
in a public print of the charges made in the
letter aforesaid, but have no hesitation in
avowing that they are able to prove that the
allegations are both uncalled for and ground-
less. In the ecxercise of Christian charity,
they would cavefully abstain from imjputing
motives, contenting themselves with a simple
disclaimer. Deeming this sufficient for their
own vindication, they resolve to take no fur-
ther notice of this matter unless it be brought
in regular form before a superior court, and
instruct their clerk to forward an extract
from this minute to the Editor of the Record
for insertion i next number.”

Estracted from the Minutes of Presbytery
by G. M. GraxT, Presbytery Clk.

[In xeference to the above,so far as the
Record is concerned, we hope we will not
again be called upon to insert anything of a
merely personal nature. We have now given
the use of our columns to both parties in_this.
matter, as we were bound in common faivness.
to do, the misapprehension having originated
from a note pub‘ished in our pages—thougl:
as we believe all arve now satisfied, with not,
the most distant intention to hurt the feelings
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of, or do injury to, anybody. We have all|
alonf; avoided any thing like controversy as
much as possible, believing,its tendeney o be
every way injurious. It eannot be denied,
Fowever, that one or two expressions in arti.
cles not our own, have inadvertently been
allowed to slip through our fingers——which
should not have appeared in the Record. We.
will be doubly caveful to aveid this in future,
and we trust our correspondents will exercise
a like discretion. “Whenever there is a differ-
ence of opinion fer example with regard, to
the management of our schemes—or the
princinles or practice followed out in their
organization and working, we humbly think
that aur Church Courts are the proper place
to discuss and settle all such matters—rather
than our Chureh organ. Iun the former, the
merits of the subject can he debated without
any of that irritation which is almost insepa-
rable from controversy in a public periodical.
We hape therefore we will be excused from
publishing any papers of this nature for the
future. We have been led to make these re-
marks in consequence of more than one com-
plaint being forwarded to us fur publication
anent * The Lay Association.” If we pub-
lish these papers, we would of course be
bound in honor to publish answers and re-
plies to answers without end, which whatever}
effect it might have upon our readers, would
bea very painful occupation to ourselies.
At the sue time though as a geneval princi-
ple we wish to avoid «ll controversy and all
causes of controversy, our pages will ever be
open to correct wrong impressions—which
may be produced by any thing appearing in
our sheet.  We have an earnest wish to do
nothing and say nothing—and to allow noth-
ing to be said which may in the remotest de-
gree have an injurious tendency in any direc-
tion. The minister of Salt Springs compiains 4
that he and his congregation have been sin-|
gled out for censure by a correspondent of
the Record, for nat having done enough or
anything for the Lay Association, and ques-
tions the right or propriety of that or any
individual intrading himself into the manage-
ment of his parochial affuirs. And certain- |
}v if any body has a right to speak out on
this matter it is the minister of Szlt Springs |
—for his two congregations have in reality in |
their own way contributed, we believe, more |
Jargely to the Schemes of the Church, than |
any other congregations in our Synwl,  Sce- f
ing then that the work has been done, and |
well done, we fully agree with him in think-
ing that nobody whatever has any right to in-
terfere with the mode of doing it. We ad-
mire the enthusiasm and suceess which have
followed bis Jabors, but we fear his strictures
upon the “Lay Association” would get us
into an ocean of hot water far from comfort-
able. Let the matter then, we say, be arrang- |
ed by our Church Courts,and we have no|
doubt whatever that some common line of
action may be devised without much difficul-|
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ty which shall command the united confidence,
aud suppert of the whole Chureh.}

Q) ——————
\

The Religious Census of Nova ScotiaJ

The results of the Jate census, as recently
published, hag more than surprised the ad-
herents of the Presbyterian Church in con-
nection with the Church of Scotland in thisy
Province. According to this vexy important
document, the numbers belonging to the dif-
ferent religious denominations ave as follows:
‘The Roman Catholies, $6:281 ; Presbyterian
Church of Lower Provinces, 69.456; Baptists,
35,336; Church of Bngland, 47,744 ; Wesley-
ans, 34,053; Chureh of Seotland, 19,063 ; Free-
will Baptists, 6,704 ; Lutherans, 4,382; Con-
gregationalists, 2,183.  Other twelve sects are
given, each being less than a thousand. "The
whole population of the Province is repro-
sented as 330,857 ; that of 1851 having been
276,117, thus showing an increase of some
20 per cent. all over. It would seem also
that all the large denominations except the
Church of Scotland have increased in a large
ratio., viz., Episcopalians, 30 per cent., Catho-
lics, 24 do., Presbyterians of Lower Provin-
ces, 28 do., Baptists, 47 do., Methodists, 44
du., and Church of Scotland 1 per cent., that
is taking into account the tabular provineial
increase we have losé one fifth of our adhe-
rents. It is somewhat difficult to understand
this. In the first place, the number of our
clergy in 1851 was five, in 1861 it was fifteen.
‘There has been no defection from our ranks
during the last ten years—-but on the con-
trary in several of our congregations consi-
derable aceessions. It can scarcely be heliev-
ed that the ponulation of the * Kirk” portion
of the Province has been standing stili—but
we must either accept this hypothesis or ro-
jeet in tolo the accuracy of the census return
so far as we are concerned. Perhaps it may
be partially accounted for by the column tah-
ulated * Presbyterian” intended we suppose
for a particular sect of that body, but which
in sume districts may have been misunder-
stood. But whatever may bhave been the
cause we repudiate its accuracy, as well as ajl
claim to be considered of any authority what-
ever,

The Rev. Mr. Pollok of New Glasgow, has
drawn public attention to the subjset in a let-
ter to the Pictou Colonial Standard, an ex-
tract from which, which at this late period of
the month isall we have roem for, shows
very forcibly the absurdity as well as entire
worthlessness of this portion of the census
return :

«‘The credit of the late census is vitiated
by the certain fact that it has treated one
class of Presbyterians in a way in which per-
sons who ought’to act, not as Presbyterian
clerks or ecclesiastical clerks, but only as



1N NOV.A §COTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES. AR

clerks, have no right to do in a public office. | the face of all this, set down at 106, Our pro-
I certainly do not represent the ingevests of | ple have ceased to obey even the first great
N 13 . . . \ 4
the Tree Chureh peaple, nar do I wish to, law, and as there is no natural inérease, oux
meddle with their affuivs. T wish to bring | Church, for want of physical vitality, must die
their_case forward as an illustration of my |2 natural death in abont 50 or 60 years !
position. I hear accoutits all 1ound me of ,  *- These woeful pruspeas have Jed me to
persons who returned themselies as belong- | make an examination into the registers of my
:"ilr:guzol'lhet:‘ mec Cll?rc]h.” Fl'()llll thefnl"'m- ,own clonglre;;ation. t:hcI z*isu]lsl (])f‘ “lxilch, ]l"m
s dissatistaciton or a large namber of Iiree  Tor what Las trauspare \ O mucly rather
Church people \:‘ith the late union (in which ' l;:u'e “i';h%lleld fn“oll)l;uil;c J\u:,blll‘u c.u:. But L
I neither justify nor condemu them), and  shall be brief. ' :
which attends unions even of the most suc- | *In looking over a baptismal vegister, I
cessfu;. character, this is only what might rea- | find that 277 children have been baptised in
smmably be expected. I am egrtain that there , nine years.  Adding 20 for 1830, and.sub-
are hundreds of such entries, and I would ot | tracting 40 removed by death, the vesult is a
be surprised if there were thausands ; and 1) natural {ncrease in one congregation of 237.
\\\"?Iu.lld n}OWS sz——-\Vha\t' has bvcom? of them ? Cumpa(x;e this with 196, the increase  over the
hile the 3 Deists ot Nova Scotia form o con- | whole Church,
spicnous trio who have received due acknow-|  *Qut of 91 famili-s added in vine years,
ledgment in the records of their country. whit ; 35, at the time of the last Census, were either
becomes of these people who exereised their | not in the country or returned themselves as
right in inseribing upon the records of the , belung ¢ tu a different denomination. De-
Provinee their sympathy with the prineiples | ducting & families who left the Province, and
of ?l 1)0(})‘1 .\\"lnchll.):;s occ\;‘pwd] a large pluci counting u{)l t.hinldii,gﬂillunls, tlu]:drt(zlsul; }i]s ‘1242
in the religious history of modern times. persons.  These 142 persons added to the 257
read a public letter from a Free Churchman | above of natural increase, make up 399, or,
to-day complaining of this, and T mention it sny 400 pevsons, Compare this increase of
l)leca\};e }1:. .fni‘lllowls) as adlegmmage conse?uence one congregation with the increase over the
that if this has been done »ith one class of | whole Church of 196 as given in the Census.
. e . . . - . D .
rellg.lomstq it may. h:wg heen dore with oth-{ Again, taking thq natural increase qf one
ers, just as sectarian bias may direct, and 1t | congregation as a basis, sud suppusing that in
is quite sufficient of itself to desivoy the au- | other congregations it is two-thirds of this
thorllt.{y of the late C]eusufiﬁ. only, the result would be a general increase
& ine aera ase o g g i
‘Churc{xc:; léﬂgd:l:dt ;ﬁe C‘:::Sll]lts e'\is\'ceso'i t.]"f of be'u“fe?- t\\o.and lhlet(; tho;:saud.t ?3;( 15
) ’ gives an in- s quite fair to suppose that the natural in
eresse of 196 in 10 years. Does any man in | crease of other cungregations was the same.
his senses believe this? I can easily under- | and then the result would be a general in-
stand how other bodies can increase 20, 30, | crease of nearly 4,000,
or 40 poc cent., l)ecausg, though there are “ One is entitled to suppose, however, not
:nd-ver§e periods inherent. in all ehristian deno- only that there was a natural increase, but
minations, yet, and especially in a new coun- | that in a Church that hus added 10 to the
try, the.natural increase continues, and there | number of its clergy in 9 years, there was an
Find st ecerThis supposes, ofsonree, tha | et upen. (bt oapro ment of 1 sacont of
S JOSC5, 01 ¢, that | quent upo 'OV e d
there has been no secession or disruption in | grace. We have a right to suppose that ad-
the religious denomination. But what are | ditions have been made to the list of its mem-
the fuets in our case? Before the beginning | bership. If such increase were equal to the
of the last ten years, we had experienced the | total increase of this one congregation, the
f:ﬁ';(tlef: ﬁa{:l:'jllllxes “’hléil,u 12; pl:“ﬂc(tlfful times, | result \\'(iulld be af general inerenase of :\b;)ut
0 vl A any . O () 3 . L
duced to the lowest)stat:e ']l.:hérr:e ore r;.’ 0’000 1 Seaser fm" a!mf)}nentlsuppoliff e
) d to | A . were only | this is the case, for the act that only one-
four ministers in the country, and three of | half of these congregations have been sup-
them: rar.hgr o](l_men. Accessions to our cler- | plied in that time, furnishes a correction.
gy began in 1852, and now we have 13 min- | Hence, probably 3,000 is the correct resuit—
ls(:g:ls't": tl;xz l’z-fyx'mc;.t N Z;C*‘rt;nb the lo:vest a ver.\; moderate ox:le, bult :lnigvs e.\}tra}\‘vaéant
condition at the time of the last Census, there | one when compared with the of the Cen-
has been a wonderful advancement up to this { sus.
time, ‘Thereis improvement n the number
and youthful vigour of the clergy; there has
heen improvement in the attendance at| Youxe MeN's CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION
Cl'lurc.h; there has been improvement in con- | AND  LITERARY InstrrurE.—The Rev. 1.
tributions ; there has been an improvament in | Duncan, as announced, opened the lecture
ourliterature; there hasbeen animprovement | season for *61-2,in counection with the above
in public opinion coucerning our character and | body. e took for this subject, the Harmo-
prineiples as a bedy ;—but there is one place ! ny vetween Revelation and Science. The
in-which the‘re s o improvement, ang that | constitution of the Association, be suggested .
35 in the Census, There the increase is, in , as revised and enlarged, is founded upon this

v
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harmony. 1t is now not only a Chuistian As-
sociation, but a Literary Junstitute. 'This

TIE GHURCIL OF SCOTLAND

opposition, the Court

granted the anguentds
tion asked. :

hiarmony ‘appears on a referende ta the seien- | e annual meeting of the Scoteh Episco-
ces of Astronomy, Botany, and Geology,— pal Church Society was held at Edipburgh
10 metaphysival studiee and to human history, | an  Wednesday--1ean Ramsay presiding.
whether thut of individunle or of communi- | Ihe report stated that the funds available for
liez. liis lecture was well couceived, andjerants were £3,052, heing a dinnnution »f
wel wrought out 5 approprinte in lanfuage,  about £150 as_compared with last vear, it
and earnest in delivery. It was aided in its | is also stated that there were still 49 elergy-
effect by an extenporaneous utterance, and ;yen of the Chureh receiviug only ar annunl
in every way rewaided the attention which it | jneome of about £90, with o residence; and
commanded. 1t elosed with an appeal, eape- | the committee urgently appeated in thelr be-
cially addressed to young men, tn favor, fixst | half, and cited the example of the U. P.
of the highest wisdom, “which is heavenlys | Church in having taken decided mensures to

and, next, in favor of all other wisdom which
may be acquired in conuection with it, and in
subservience toit. A discussion followed,
and added to the interest of the oceasion.
On the whole, a good key nqte for the sca-
son was struck, to which it wiil be well if its
subsequent exercise of the «ame kind be con-
formed.—Lrol.

0 - e——

ECCLESIASIIC AL, ITEMS.

The sum realized at the bazaar in aid of
the Augustine Chureh, Edinburgh, was £1143.

We understand that the Rev. Mr. Phib, of
Galashiels, nas been appointed to the church
of South Leith.

The ovdination services conrected with the
induction of the Rev. John Downes, to Wis-
haw Quoad Saera Church, took place on
Thursday. The Jlev. Mr. Carrick, of East
Kilbride, preached and presided.

~We are happy to learn that the Crown is
about to issue a presentation in favor of the
Rev. John Jack to the church and parish of
Calton, vacant by tle death of the late Rev.
3. M'Lean.!

‘The Prosbytery of Dunoon have licensed
four divinity.students, viz., Mr. Clark, son of
the Rev. Dr. Clark, Dunaon; Mr. King, of
‘Glasgow ; Mr, Weir, :Rothesay; and Mr.
Mathieson, parish schoolmaster of Dunoon.

‘The Rev. My, Smith of North Leith, ac-
companied by the Rex. Mr. Nichoalson of thy
I'ron Church, ¥dinburgh, are now in the
north as a deputation from the General As-
sembly’s Committee for promoting the En-
dowment Scheme. 'They have made a nnm-
ber of visits in Inverness, and have been well
received, obtaining handsome subscriptions.

TeiND Counrt.—Parish of Barr,~The pre-
sent stipend was fifteen chalders, and an ang-
mentation of three chalders was asked. The
parish was in the Preshytery of Ayr, and its
extent was nearly 100 square miles. “The
Court granted an addition of two chalders.—
Parish of Rafford—The stipend in this case
was 14 chalders, and an increase of 4 chal-
ders was asked. The parish was a large one,
and its population 1035. ‘The augmentation
would exhaust the teind. There being no ]

|

y establish o minimum  stipend of £150. On
the motion of Dean Ramsay, seconded by
Sir J. Warrender, the report was approved
of.

Stirexps  or Tt Scoren Eriscorit
Coergy.—Major Scott of Gala, an earnest
Scotch Episcopahan, who is endeavouring to
raise an Lndowment Fund for the support of
the Scotch Episcopal clergy, gives as samples
of the miserable stipends doled out to the
clergy «* that Church, the following :—At
Fort Wiliiam, a clergyman, with seven chil-
dren, is allowed by a rich cougregation to
starve upon £45 a vear. There is the case
of Cuminestown, where another clergyman
vegetates upon £18. Then there has come
lately to my knowledge the case of another
clergyman at Peebles, where there is 2 weal-
thy congregation, who pay their clergyman
£70 per year

PRESBYTERY OF KIRKCALDY.—The Pres-
bytery of Kirkealdy met on Wednesday at
noon in the Parish Church—the Rev, Mr.
Simpson, Moderator—to take up, inler alic,
aremit by the Synod of Fife, on an appeal
by the objectors of the settlement of the Rev.
Mz, Blackwood to the cuurch of Inverteil, in -
the parish of Scoonie. The: * was a full at-
tendance of the Preshrtery, together with’a
considerable number of persons from the par-
ish of Scoorie. The motion to dismiss the
objections as irrelevant was agreed to—Mr.
Welsh dissenting. Parties having been bal«
loted and judgment imimated, Mr. J. C. Smith
appeared for the presentee, and Mr. Qliphant
for the defence. He protested and appealed
to the Synod of Fife,

PRESBYTERY OF PAISLEY.—A meeting of
tnis presbytery was held in the Presbytery
House—Rev, Mr. Campbell of Eastwood,
Moderator. A letter was read from Mr. Cook
iu reference to the necessity for exertion in
support of the schemes of the church. After
considerable discussion, it was agred that the
Pr :sbytery recommend, in the strongest man.
ner, the formation in every parish of an asso~
ciation in support of these schemes, A com-
munication was read fiom the Secrétary of
the Colonial Committee anent raising funds
to provide bursaries for students intending to.
go to the olonies. A petition was read, and
some steps taken, for having Levern Chapel
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from the parish church of ¥
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{Rev Mr. Ingram’s), with the surrounding |

district, erected into a parish quoad sacra.

PrespyTERY OF AYR.—The usual monthly
meuting of this Presbytery was held in the
Court House—the Rev. Wm. Shaw, Ayr,
Moderater. ‘Severai reasons of dissent from
the judgement of the Presbytery severing the
lands belonging to the estate of Kilkesran
Taybole, and de-
signating them part of the diseict intended
to compose the quoad sacra pavish of the
West Church, Mavbole, were read by the
Clerk. Rev. Mr. Willison reported that the
following students had been examined by a
conunittee, who were thorougly satisfied with
their proficiency in the various branches of
study :—D. Strong, J. Fleming, . A. Fair-
lie, students for the second year; ‘Thomas
Walker, thivd year; J. R. Chrystal and P.
Menzies, fourth year.

THE Duxror LIBEL Case—A  very
extracrdinary case of libel is now bhefore
one of our Presbyteries at IHome—the Ir-
vine preshytery, growing out of the Re-
wivals which have taken place in some parts
of Scotland. ‘The Rev. Mr, Gebbie, the min-
jster of Dunlop, at various meetings in his
church, had conducted himself in a manner,
sccountable only on the supposition of his
being insane. His conduet, and that of some
of his hearers, many of them mere children,
was extravagant beyond belief. Dancing on
seats, singing, snouting, shrieking—praying
accompenied with the wildest contortions and
gesticulations, all going on at once, headed
and encouraged by the minister. This was
deplorable encugh, but in addition, Mr. Geb-
bie propounded a new set of opinions, which
were for the most part mere gibberish, such
as that every infant child without exception
who died was eternally lust, that he knew the
children of God by merely looking at them—
that he had seen the Saviour and like Thom-
as thrust lus hand inwo his side—and many
other acts 8o irreverent and outrageous as not
to be fit to be named. Against this extraor-
dinary conduct the parishioners have com-
plained to the Presbytery in the form of libel.
‘The proceedings have naturally excited great
interest. Mr. Gebbie has engaged counsel to
defend and the Case will probably go through
all the Courts, and perhaps by that time the
unhappy man may be restored to iz (lzht
mind, and the parish saved partizlly at least
from a great scandal. ’

CHURCII OF SCOTLAND'S PROVINCIATL BN-
DOWMENT SBHEME.— We uaderstand that, in
pursuance of the deliverance uf last General
Assembly, arrangements are now being made
for the more suecesstul prosecution of the work
of endowment within the midland counties,
of Dumbarton, Stitling, Perth, and Forfar
which have hitherto been united to form
cne group, and in which the progress
of the subscription has not as yet been
50 satisfactory as in the other provinces. It
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isnow intended to break up the group into
three sub-districts—the first of thesg consist-
ing of all the parishes within the Plesbytery
of Dumbarton ; the second, those within the
Synod of Perth and Stirling ; and the third,
those within thejSynod of Angus and Mearns.
Arrangements have now been completed
whereby seven chapels in Dumbartoushive
are to be endowed, mainly by tie local exer-
tions of the clergy and laity within that Pres-
bytery. Six chapels out of the twelve within
the Synod of Perth and Stirling are to be en-
dowed—the order of priority beivg determin-
ed by the order in whirh each of such chapels
to the number of six. shall raise a special lo-
cal fund of £1000. To this sum the Endow-
ment Committee ave to add £500 cat of their
central fund, composed of church-door collec-
tions throughout the Church ; and the balance
is to be provided by means of a provincial Syn-
od Fund,the successfal establishment and com-
pletion of which will, of course, constitute
the main effort which is now required. It is
confidently hoped that the augmented inter-
est which will be excited from the concentra-
tion of efforts, and their localisation within
the district, will call forth a much greater .
amount of exertior: on the part of promoters,
and secure a much larger share of support
from contributors than has hitherto heen ob-
tained. ‘Throughout the greater part of Scot-
land, under the able and indefatigable advo-
cacy of the late lnmented Professor Robertson,
this s:heme of the Church has prospered be-
vonrd the most sanguine hopes ofits projectors,
and has enjoyed the munificent support of
many who do not belong to her commnnion.

o

Review of the Past Month.

The excitement abe . the famous ¢ Tssays
aml Reviews” has not yet died in the Church
of England, Mr. D)'Isracli characterised their
teachings the other day as mere pantheistic
heathenism: It is to be deplored that men
entertaiuing such vpinions should be permit-
ted to remain members of a Christian Church
for a single day.  Dut though the difficulties
and especially the e. jense attending their
gjection will be enormous, still we believe it
will be effected.  These men can searcely be
said to have a party in the National Church
which to day, taking it all in all is more evan-
gelical, more earnest in the cause of the Gos-
pel than it has ever been before.

We observe with pleasure that two Lega-
cies of £900 and £100 respectively have
been left to the Toreign Mission of Sur
Charch at Home,  Surely this is an example
worthy of being largely imitated every where.:
A gentleman named George Ross of Waod-
burn, has also bequeathed to the Colonial -
Chureh the sum of £102. °

Trom the Report of the Jewish Seheme it
appears that our Church at the present time
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has G ministers and 12 lay teachers labouring
in behalf of that cause in different portions of
that interesting field. ~

The Robertson Memarial Fund has reach-
cd the amount of £1470, only 220 parishes
having as yet contributed:

It has been announced that Dr. Guthrie is
to be the next Moderator of the Free Church.
It would seem that the proposal to elevate a
layman to that exalted position had been on-
tertained by a considerable party—a preced- i
ent being afforded in the case of the itlustri-
ous George Buchanan.  The nerson intended |
for the honour was ¥Mr. Murray Dunlop the
distinguished Free Church lawyer. ‘The idea
however for the present at least bus been
abandoned.

A very important movement is being maGs
by the United Pyesbyterians in Scotland in
sending three of their most popular men, Dr.
Liundsay, Dr. Edmond, and Dr. McFarlane,
to be permanently losated in London. A
Tuwnd amounting to £312,000 has been raised
for that purpose. An English Episcopalian
journal condemns in strong terms the apathy
of the Established Chureh of Scotland with
respect to this great ficld.  Fhere are i Lon
don at least 100,000 Scotchmen, and only
two wmmisters of our Church Lr. Camming,
and Mr. Macheth, in neither of whose church-
es can one haif the reguired accommodation
be found. It complains with bitterness that
none of the great Scotch preachers—Caird,
McDuff, or XRobertson, ever find their way to
London, thongh now and then Dr. McLeod
does—* but only to preach by advertisement
in some dissenting econventicle.,” ‘There is
much truth in the statement.  Thousands of
youug people, connected with the Church of
Scotland find their way every year to the
great metropolis—and as a geaeral rule, are
cither picked up by dissenters or join the
English Chureh, oritis to be feared in the
majority of cases go o no Church at all.
There would appear to be here both a duty
and a remedy.

‘The perseeuting Queen of Madagascar is
dead, and is succeeded by her son, who has
long bren distinguished for his friendship for
Missionarics, and is himself a Protestant con-
wert. *We may now look for brighter days in
this berighted region. _

The news from the South Sea Missions
continues 10 be of quite u disheartezning na-
wre.  The natives ure siiil extremely hostile,
and the misstonaries live in almost constant
dangzer of their Jives, and' it is feared that
unless some effectual protection be extended
to them some of the isiands will have to be
abandoued.

Freuch finances are in a deplorable state,
there being a deficiency for the present year
of not less than £54,000,000. ‘I'bis will be
the strongest possible argument in favor of
peace.

The offer of the Sardinian Foreign Minis-
ter, Ricazoli, to the Pope as a bribe to ac-
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knowledge Victor Emmanuel as King of Ttaly
is of a most extraordinary nature, and would
confer upon the holy father, as he is ealled,
powers more despotic and irresponsible than
were ever possessed by Hilkdebrand., So
much for the prospective evangelization of
Taly.  We fear itis only a game of godleks.
and reckless politicians. :

‘The incident however which overtops all
others at the present time, and indeed the
only one which absorbs universal interest, is
the resolute and dignified action of England
in the matter of the “frent.” It was sim-
ply the surrender of the American passengers
or war, and that she fuliy expected the laiter
is evident from the number of powerful fri-
gates despatched instantly, as well as the
transports crowded with troops and munitions
of war, which kave already arrived or are
hastening to our shores. A more offensive .
or dastardly violation of the law of nations
was never committed, and now after a perfect
torrent of gaseonading triumph and bluster
and yejoicing all over the republic—votes of
thanks i Congress o captain Wilkes, appro~
val of conduct and recommendation for pro-
motion by the Secretary of the navy, appro-
val of the government, orations innumerable,
frantic 1ejoicings everywhere—MEssis, Ma-
SON AND SLIDELL ARE TO BE GIVEN UP.
Did ever any nation afforéd a more humiliat-
ing spectacle in the eyes of the world, or was
ever public opinion every where more unani-
mous, that that position is deserved? 1t is
to be hoped it may be a salutary lesson for
the future. No other power would have
waited for force—te disavow the piratical act
except the United States.

In the unhappy contest going on in that
country there is little of importance to chro-
nicle: Little or no progress has been made
in subjugating the South. A terrible confla-
gration, supposed to be the work of negro
incendiaries, has taken place in Charleston,
destroying property valued at frond €5 to 87,-
040,000,

It is with the deepest grief we record this
month the death of Prince Albert, tire illus-
trions Consort of the Queen of England.
"This sudden and unexpected calamisy, wiil
bring sorrow to every Inglish hearth, and
sure we are that hundreds of thousands of
prayers will ascend for our revered and be-
reaved Sovereign—that she may be sustained
under this terrible blow. Young, amiable
aceomplished, and virtuous, an example and
a model worthy of a great empire, he has
one down to the grave lamented by millions
as a personal fricud and benefactor. God
biess and comfort our gracious Queen. The
illustrious prince was only in his 43rd year.
He died of gastric fever.

By the mail which bas just arrived we ob-
serve the deaths of the Rev. Dr. Barr of St.
Lnock’s, Glasgow ; Dr. Simpson of Kirknew-
ton—-aAssembly clerk, and Priucip~1 Cunning-
ham of the Free Church Colleze.



