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FIRST DIET.

At and within St James® Church,
Charlottetown, P. E. 1., the 26tk day of June, 1872.

The Synod of the Presbyterian Church of the Maritime Provinces, in con-
nection with the Church of Scotland, met, after an appropriate (iscourse
reached by the Rev. Alexander MaclLean, Belfast, P. 1. 1., the retiring
oderator, from 1 Corinthians 9th ch. and 16th v.: * Woe is unto me if
preach not the Gespel,” and was constituted with prayer by the Rev. Alexan-
der MacLean.
The Synod Roll

was then produced and read by the Rev. Mr. Duncan, in the absence of the
Clerk, and contained the names of 32 ministers, 27 elders and 8 missienaraies.

In the absence of many of the Nova Scotia and New Brunswick members
_of the Synod, it was agreed to postpone tbe calling of the roll until to
morrow’s sederunt, and also the notice of the changes which have takenr place
since the meeting of Synod last year.

The Election of the Moderator

for the ensuing year was then taken up, when the retiring Moderator stated
that the Rev. James Murray of Dalhousie, New Brunswick, had been selected
by the ex-Moderators as the member of Synod on whom the honours and duties
_ of the office devolve. The nomination was received and agreed to by the
Synod, and the Rev. Jaraes Murray took the chair accordingly.

Synoad Clerk.

On motion of the Rev. Mr. D ncan, it was agreed that until the :{ppoinb
ment of a Clerk of Synod, the Rev. Mr. Caie be requested to actas Clerk.

Reception of American Delegates.

The Rev. G. M. Grant of Halifax introduced the Delegates from the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America
to the Synod of the Maritime Provinces in connection with the Church of
Seotland.

The following motion was unanimously agreed to:—

*“The Synod having heard the addresses of the Delegates from the General Assembiy
of the Presbyterian Church of the United States, conveying the curdial grectings of that
gmnt Church, records jts indebtedness to the Assembly for having agamn thought of this

ynod, and to those Fathers and Brethren, for bringing its Christinn grectings ; thanks
them for the cheering intelligence brought concerning the great work done by the Church
throughout the length aud breadth of the neighboring Republic ; rejoices with them in
the success with which God has blessed them as a Church, especially since the year of
re-union; and trusts that the relations which have been inaugurated so happily between
Us and our friends 1n the States, may become more intimate every yesr.”

The Moderator then called on the Rev. Mr. Herdman to engage in prayer. .
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Theanks-to the Retiring Moderator.

The Rev. P, Melville moved, and it was unanimously aﬁreed to, that the
thanks of the Synod be given to the retiring Moderator for his excellent ser-
mon and his conduct in the chair.

. Committees.

The Rev. G. M. Grant moved that the following Committees be appointed.

Committee on Bills and Overtures—Rev. T. Duncan, Convener ; Rev. R. J.
Cameron and Mr. A. Kennedy.

Commillee to arrange for Sabbatk Services, Missionary Meeting, and the
Ir?ispgnsation of the Lord’s Supper—The members of the Prince Edward Island

resbytery.

Commiltee gor Ezamining Presbytery Records—Xev. James Anderson, Con-

vener ; Revs. P. Melville and Daniel McCurdy.

Hours of Meeting.

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Grant, it was resolved that the hours of meeting
for Synod be the snme as last year, viz : from 104 A. M. to 1 P, 215 from 3 p.
M. to 54 P. M., and from 74 p. M. ad libitum.

The Rev. W. P. Begg was then appointed to conduct devctional exercises,
and the Synod adjourned to meet to-morrow at 10.30, A. M., of which public
intimation was given, and this sederunt was closed with prayer.

SECOND DIET.

St. Jamey' CaurcH, Charlottetown, P, E. L., June 27tk, 1872,

The Synod met, and, after devotional exercises conducted by the Rev. W.
P. Beg%i was constituted with prayer by the Moderator. The roll having
been called, the minutes were read and sustained. ’

Changes during the past year.

The Rev. Thomas Duncan, Convener of the Business Committee, reported
the business for the day ; and also read the changes which had taken place
during the past year, which are as follows :—

In the Presbytery of Miramichi~The Rev. 8. Russell has been appointed
to give stated supply at Red Bank and Black River.

In the Presbytery of St. Jokn—Rev. P. Melville has resigned the assistant-
ship of Fredericton, and has been appointed to the charge of Georgetown and
Cardigan in the Presbytery of P. K. Island. The Rev. W. P. Begg has been
appointed but not yet inducted to the charge of Woodstock and Northampton.

In the Presbytery of P. E. Island—The Rev. G. W. Stewart has resigned
the charge of St. Peter’s Road and Brackley Point Road, and the Rev. John
Moftat is at present laboring in these charges as missionary.

In Pictou Presbylery——ﬁr. Gordon has been appointed to labor as catechist
in Cape Breton. :

In Halifax Presbylery—The Rev. J. F. Campbell bas been inducted to
the charge of Richmond and N. W. Arm. :

Committes on Committees.

The Rev. W. McMillan moved the following resolution, and Rev. Mr.
Duncan seconded, and it was agreed to :—

5 That whereas the present constitution of the Committees of the Synod is not such as
to divide the labors equally, a Committee on Committees be now appointed, consisting of
the Conveners of six Committees of Synod, to meet as soon as possible and pr:gamw
recommend to the Synod such & distribution_of the members as will best secure the effi-
cient working of. the Synod’'s Scheries, and also a fair representation of the different
sections of the Church. ~ Rev. Allan Pollok, Convener.” ’
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" Resignation of 8ynod Clerk.

The Moderator read a letter from Mr. W. G. Pender, resigning his clerk-
shig of Synod. On motion of the Rev. R. J. Cameron, it was resolved that
a Committee consisting of Messrs. Pollok, Grant, McLean, Caie, Wilson, and
the Moderator, be appointed to take the appointment of a clerk into considera~
tion, and submit to the Synod, at its next sederunt, the name of one suitable
for the important and responsible duties of Clerk of the Synod.

Committee t¢ prepare Addreses.

The Rev. John McMillan moved, and Rev. W. T. Wilkins seconded, and
it was agreed to, that a Committee consisting of the Rev. Messrs, McCunn,
Duncan, and Cameron and Mr. Lindsay, be appointed to prepare addresses to
the Queen, H. R. H. the Prince of Wales, and the Lieutentant Governor of
Prince Edward Island. !

Commissions.

The Rev. Mr. Duncan called attention to the faét that the Commission of
the Delegates from the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of the
United States was laid on the table last evening, but not read. The Com-
mission was then ordered to be read, which was done accordingly.

The Moderator then calied for the Report of the Committee on

The * Monthly Record,”

as the next in the order of business. The Rev. John Campbell, Convener’
submitted a full and satisfactory report, (see Appendiz A),showing the present
state of the ¢ Record,” its increased circulation, and the financial statement for
the year. On submitting the Report, Mr. Campbell tendered his resignation
as Editor of the ¢ Monthly Record.” It was moved by the Rev. Mr. Melville,
and seconded by the Rev. Mr. McRae, that the Report of the Convener of the
“Monthly Record” be approved, the Committee be commended for their
diligence, and that the editorial staff be continued for the next year. The
Rev. Mr. McRae, in seconding the foregoing resolution, submitted the following
amendment, which was unanimously agreed to: ¢ that 2 hundred dollars be
voted to Mr. Campbell from the surplus funds of this year, as a small tozen of
the Synod’s appreciation of his services.”

Appointment of Synod Clerk.

The Committes on the. appointment of Synod Clerk gave in their
report, that they had unanimously resolved to nominate the Rev. P. Keay of
St. Andrew’s, N. B,, as Clerk for the period of one year. It was moved,
seconded, and unanimously agreed to, that the Report be adopted. Whereupon
the Rev. Mr. Keay, having accepted the aprointment, thanked the Synod for
their kindness, and took his place at the table as Clerk of the Synod.

The Rev. Mr. Cate-being requested to give in his Reéport as Converer of the

Committee cn Statistics,

gave it in verbally, that no replies had been-received by him. in answer to his
notice in the * Record,” asking for information regarding any changes in the
Statistics of charges, as published last year.

The.Rev. Mr. Mellville moved, Mr. Pollok seconded, and it was agreed to,
¢ that the thanks of the Synod be given to the Committee for their- diligence,
that they be re-appointed and instructed to send printed schedules of questions
un Statistics to the several ministers, and prepare a full and accurate table of
Statistics of the Synod for-publication before its pext meeting.

The thanks of the Synod were accordingly given by the Moderator to.the
Conveuner, the Rev. Geo. J. Caie.
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The Report of the Committec on the
' . Widowa’ and Orphans’ Fusd

was called for and given by the Rev. R. J. Cameron, who read the resolution
of Inst Session of Synod on; this important schieme, and moved that as the sub-
Jject had been entrusted to the various Presbyteries within the bounds, o Com.
mittee be now appointed, consisting of Messrs. McRae, Grant, Home, Wilson,
Duncan and Cameron, to ascertain. what had been done, and give in their
Bepox;: at a fature sederunt of this Synod. This motion was scconded and
agreed to.
€ The Rev. Mr. Grant gave in the Report of the

Indian Orphanage Fund

in connection with the Juvenile Mission Scheme, of which the Rev. Dr. Brooke
was Convener, but who was not attending Synod this year. It showed that $64
had been raised by three Sabbath Schools-in New Brunswick for the support of
Orphans, and that the same had been remitted to the Treasurer in Edinburgh.
Mr. Grant moved that the Report now given be received, and the Committee
on the subject be discharged. This was scconded by the Rev. Mr. Pollok,
and agreed to.
Hours of Meeting.

The Rev. Mr. Pollok moved, with regard to the hours of meeting during
the present Session of Synod, that they be as follows i—viz., from 9 A. M. to 1
P.M., and from 7} p. M. ad lbitum. This was cordially agreed to. He also
further moved, and it was seconded and agreed to, that the Synod- now adjourn
till the bour of evening sederunt, when the Home Mission ﬁeporb shouid be
given in by the Convener, the Rev. G. M. Grant.

In the evening the Synod again met, when, after Divine worship in praise
and prayer, the Beport of the

Home Misaion Boord

was called for and given in by the Rev. Mr, Grant, Convener. (See Appen-
diz B.) When the Rev. Mr. Pollok moved, and Mr. McRae seconded, the
following resolution, which was unanimously agreed to. (See dppendiz C.)

Reception of Rev. Dyr. Masson,

At this part of the. Synod’s proceedings, the Rev. Thomas Duncan intro-
duced to the Court the Rev. Dr. Masson of the Galie Church, Edinburgh, who
had been sent out by the Colonial Committee to visit the Gmlic congregations
of our Church in the Dominion, and moved that the Rev. gentleman be received
and welcomed by the Synod, which was most cordislly agreed to. After his
reception and welcome by the Moderator, in the name of the Syned, Dr.
Masson addressed the Court very ably, giving his views of the prospects and
duty of our Church in the Dominion. '.%he address of the Rev. gentleman was
recerved with great applause, and bis.name was added to the rol%of the Synod

It was_thereafter moved, seconded and agreed to, that the Synod adjourn
till to-morrow, to meet again (D. V) at 9 A. 21, when the subject of the Home
Mission Board’s Report should be resumed. The Rev. J. F. Campbell of Rich-
mond, Halifax, was appointed to conduct devational exercises, and, sfter singing
the Doxology, and the Benediction having been pronouriced by the Moderator,
the Synod adjourned. '
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THIRD DIET.

St. James' Cnurcen, Charlottetown, P. E. I, June 28th, 1872,

The Synod met, after devotional exercises conducted by the Rev.J. F.
Cempbell, and was constituted with prayer by the Moderator. The roll hat-
ing been called, the minutes of last meeting were read and sustained.

Report of Home Mission Board.

The Rev. T. Duncan gave in & Report of the business of the day, and, as
appointed at the adjournment of last evening, the consideration of the Home
B?issioxx Board’s Report was resumed, With veference to some charges and
questions put by the Rev. J. Robertson, Tabusintac, in connection with the
Home Mission Board proceedings, the Rev. Mr. Pollok moved, and Mr. Came-
ron seconded, and it was agreed to, that the matters bo referred to a joint
meeting of the Presbytery of Miramichi and the Home Mission Board.

The Rev. das. Anderson, of Wallace, gave in the Report of the Commit-
tee on

Preabytery Records,
which was veceived and approved of, and the Records ordered to be attested
in terms thereof. This was done accordingly.

After a lengthened discussion, the Kesolution anent the Home Mission
Board’s Repost was unanimously passed.

The Rev. Donald McRae then gave in the Report of the

‘Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund.

(See Appendiz D.) ‘The Synod, as the hovr of morning adjournment had
come, appointed this matter to be taken up at the evening sederunt, and, after
praise and the benediction, adjourned.

In the evening, after Diviie Service by the Rev. Donald McRae, the
minutes of the last sederunt were read and sustained. The consideration of
the Report of the Widows’ and Orphang’ Fund was taken up, and the Rev. Mr.
McRee, Convener, submitted a copy of the circular letter on this subject,
prepared by the elders of the Presbytery of Halifax. Whereupon the follow~
ing motion was moved by Mr. Hector McKenzie, of Albion Mines, seconded,
and agreed to = -

¢ That the Report of the Special Comuiittee on the Widows® and Orphins’ Fund be
sdupted; that the different Presbyteries of the Chuich be enjoined to act in terms of the
recommendation ; and the Committee now formed in Halifax city be requested to sel in
llltw mea?timeas the Synod’s Contral Committee, to work the Scheme outlined in the
eport.’ .
The Report of the .
Union Commites.

was called for, and given in by the Rev. Mr. Pollok, Convener. (\See dp-
pendiz E.)
After consideration, it was moved by the Rev. Mr. Grant, seconded and
agreed to. that the consideration of this subject be postponed till to-morrow.
The Kev. Alexander McLean thex read the Report of the Committee on

Foreign Missiona,

{See Appendiz F.) When the Bev. Mr. Grant moved, and it was secondeq,
and unanimbusly agreed to, that the Report be recéived and adopted, and a
Committee, consisting of the Rews. J. F. Campbell and P, Melville, and Robert
Robertson, Esq., be appointed to' draw up a resolution expressive of the
Synod’s mind on the subject, and Yeport to to-morrow’s sederunt.
TheModerator requested the Synod, after having heard of the prosperity
of this Scheme, under the great blessing of God, to join in prase and prayer,
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which was most cordially done. Prayer being offered by the Rev. R. McCunn,
ot River John, N. S. ~ .
The Rev. Wm. Mcillan, of Saltsprings, N. 8., gave in the Report of the

Young Men’s Schome.

(See Appendiz G.) When it was moved, seconded, and unanimously agreed
to, that the Report now read be received and adopted ; that the thanks of the
Synod be given to the Convener for his able services, and that he be requested
to continue his Convenershi;s). - This was accordingly done, and Mr. McMillan,
to the great gratification of Synod, complied with the request, withdrawing the
resignation be had tendered on submitting his Report.

Letter from Delegate of U, P. Church of North America.

The Clerk here read a letter he had received from the Rev. John P. Robb,
astor of the United Presbyterian Charch in Providence, Rhode Island, U. S.,
intimating his appointment as delegate from thes United Presbyterian Church
of North America to the Synod, and his expectation to be present with the
Synod on Monday evening. The announcement was received with great
pleasure by the Synod.
The Rev. Mr. Herdman, Vice-Convener, gave in the Report of the

Sabbath School Committee.

(See Appendiz H.) When the Rev. Mr. Grant moved, and it was seconded
and unanimously agreed to, that the Report now read be received and adopted,
and the thanks of the Synod be given to the Convener and Vice-Convener for
their services; and that a small ‘Committee, consisting of the Revs. Mr. MeCunn,
J. F. Campbell and T. Duncan be appointed to draw up a resolution contain-
ing the views of the Synod, as to the action the Synod, as a Church, should take
in the matter of Sabbath Schools, andwepott to & future sederunt.

The Rev. John Moffat was appointed to conduct devotional exercises in the
morning, after which, with praise and benediction, the Synod adjourned.

FOURTH DIET.

St. JaMes’ Crbxen, Charlottetown, P. E. I, June 29tk, 1872,

The Synod met, according to adjournment, and, after devotional exercises
conducted by the Rev. John Moffat of St. Peter’s Road and Brackley Point,
P. E. 1., was constituted with prayer by the Moderater. The roll having been
called, the minutes of last meeting were read and sustained.

The resolution on Foreign Missions was given in by the Rev. J. F. Camp-
bell. (See sccond page of cover.)

The Rev. John Campbell moved in terms of the resolution, which was
seconded and agreed to.

Letter from Canadian Delegates.
The Rev. T. Duncan read a letter from the Canadian Delegates, Messrs.
Doudiet and White, infor~ ‘ng the Synod, to their deep regret, that they could
not be present as they had earnestly hoped.

. . Unijon.

The subject of Union was then taken, up, and the Rev. Allan Pollok ad-
dressed the Court at length on the subject,(giv_ing, by request, explanation of
the changes which had beeh made in the 'basis of Union, when the Rev. Jas.
Anderson of Wallace, N. S., moved as follows :—

‘ That, on resuming consideration of the Union Committee’s Report, the Syned having
heard additional statéments from the Convener, while this Court expresses its willingness
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to keep paco with the other churches in all negotintions, and its unabated desire tor
Union, yet, at the present time, in view of recent decisions of the Supreme Courts of the
other Churches, whereby Umion is likely to be somewhat delayed, considers it un-
necessary to enter upon the consideration of the articles of the proposed Basis, as reported
at the present time; approve of tho diligence of the Committee; re-appoint them, with
instructions to confer with such Committees as may be appointed by uther Churches,
and otherwise eudeavour to promote re-union.”

The Rev. John Campbell secouded the above, and it was unanimously

agreed to by the Synod.
The Statement of Accounts of the

Dalhousie College Endowment Scheme and Fund

w(;xs no‘s]v submitted and read by the Rev. Allan Pollok, and was received and

adopted. .

- It was also moved by the Rev. Mr. Pollok, seconded, and unanimously
agreed to, “ That, in connection with this statement, the Synod would record
its great obligations to J. J. Bremner, Esq., Halifax, for his valuabale services
as Treasurer; for the ability and care with which, at much inconvenience, he
manages the finances of the Church; and order the Clerk to convey to Mr.
Bremner the thanks of the Synod, in terms of this motion.”

The Report of the Committee on

Devotions

was now called for and given in by the Rev. Thomas Dancan, Convener, and
agreed to.
Overture,

An overture on Christian Life and Work was read by the Rev. J. F.

1\Clamtll)bell, and, after much discussion, it was resolved to take up the subject on
onday.
4 Resolution anent Dr. Masson’s Visit.

Mr. Pollok read and tabled a motion, relative to the visit of the Rev. Dr.
Masson of Edinburgh, as deiegate to this meeting of Synod. ('See Appendiz I.)

This motion was scconded, and unanimously agreed to.

The Rev. P. Melville was appointed Convener of the Committee on Com-
mittees, in place of the Rev. Allan Pollok, who requested to be relieved from
that duty; and their report was ordered to be given in on Monday.

The order of business for Monday was read.

The Rev. P. Melville was appointed to conduct devotional exercises on

~ Monday morning, when, after praise, and the benediction by the Moderator,
the Synod adjourncd to meet again (D. V.) on that day at 9 A. »r.

FIFTH DIET.
St. JaMes’ CaurcH, Charlottetown, P. E. Island, July, 1st, 1872.

The Synod inet, according to adjournment, and, after devotional exercises
conducted by the Rev. P. Melville, was constituted with prayer by the*
Moderator.  The roll was then called, and the Minutes were read and
sustained.

Overture.

The Synod then took into consideration the Overture Urought in at last
sederunt by the Rev. J. F. Campbell, on Christian life and work, according to
the resolution of the Synod at that diet. It was as follows: The Rev. J. T
Campbell moved, and the Rev. Mr. Wilson seconded, * That the Synod earn-
estly recommend Presb) teries to hold as many visitations of the congregations
within their bounds as they possibly can ; and at these make special cffort to
obtain information regarding the spiritual life of the congregations, and to
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promote the same. Further, that Reports shall be received at Presbytery from
congregations which cannot be visited during the year: and further, that one
evening session of each Synod shall be devoted to consultation and giving of
information on this subject.”

After much consideration of this subjeet, it was resolved that, as it will
naturally come up in connection with the Reports of other Committees, and
much variety of opinion exists as to the best mode of carrying out the object in
view, which all deem of very great importance, it is expedient, at this last
sederunt of the Synod this year, to defer determining according to the above
motion. ‘

Report on Sabbath School Report.

The Rev. Mr. McCunn gave in the Report of the Committee on the Sabbath
School ‘Report, which was as follows. (See Appendiz J.) Whereupon it
was moved, seconded, and agreed to, that this Report be received and adopted.

Collections for Schemes.

The SKnod then proceeded to appoint days for the Congregational collec-
tions for the Scehmes of the Church, when it was resolved that these be the
same as last year, viz. :—

Young Men’s Bursary Fund, last Sabbath of July.

Foreign Missions, last Sabbath of October.

Home Missions, last Sabbath of January.

Synod Fund, last Sabbath of April.

The Report of the

Commissioners to the Synod of our Church in Ontario and Quebec

was then called for, and given in verbally, by the Rev Wm. Wilson, of Chatham,
N. B., when the Rev. Mr. Wilkins moved; and it was seconded and agreed to,
that the Report be received, and the thanks of the S{nod be given by the
Moderator to the Delegates, which was done accordingly.

Report of Committee on Committees.

The Rev. Mr. Melville, the Convener of the Committee on Committees,
gave in their Report: when it was moved by the Rev. T. Duncan, seconded
and agreed to, that this Report be received, and the various Committees be as
follows. (See second page of cover.) Also, that this Committee consist of the

following : Rev. Mr. Herdman, Convener; Rev. Messrs. Melville, Duncan, -

Wilson, J. F. Campbell.

Report of Committee on Addresses,
The Committee on Addresses to Her Majesty the Queen, His Royal High-

ness the Prince of Wales, and the Licutenant Governor of Prince Edward -

Island, gave in their Report, and received their instructions.
The Rev. G. J. Caie gave in the Report of the

Synod ¥Fund Committee,

4s Convener, which was found to be in a very satisfactory cond’tion, (see
Appendiz K.} ; when it was moved, seconded and unanimously agreed to, that
the Report be eceived and adopted ; that the thanks of the Synod be given
to the Convener for his continued excellent and successtul services, and that he
be requested to cuntinue in the Convenership. This was accordingly done,and,

g

to the great satisfaction of the Synod, Mr. Caic agreed to continue Convener. .

The Synod having had the subject of

Aged and Infirm Ministers

brought before them, it was moved by the Rev Mr. Duncan, seconded by Mr.
Wilkins, and agreed to, © That the Synod recommend that steps be taken
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towards the foriation of & Fund in aid of Aged and Infirm Ministers, who ave
or may be within the bounds of the Synod, to testify the Synoit's appreciation
of their past services, and its sympathy with them in their declining vears.
This was most cordially agreed to; and George Mitchell, Esq., Halifwx, was
eppointed Treasurer of this Fund.

Appointment of Dolegates.

Rev. George M. Grant, of St. Matthew’s, Halifax, was appointed a Delegate
to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of the United States next
year.

Rev. Dr. Brooke was appointed Delegate to the Synod of Canads, the
Rev. Neil Brodic his alternate.

Votes of Thanks,

Tt was now moved, seconded, and unanimously agreed to, that the thanks of
the Synod be most cordially given to the Rev. Mr, Duncan and Mis.  *uncan
also to the families of the congregation, who have enterlained the members of
Synod during their attendance in Charlottetown, for the generous hospitality
and kindness they have shown, and to those Railway and Steamboat Companies
who granted complimentary torms of fare to members going to and returning
from Synod.

Committee to Revise Minutes.

The Rev. George J. Caie and Robert J. Cameron were appointed a Com-
mittee to revise the Minutes of this sederunt, and prepare the Minutes of
Synod for publication..

The business of the Synod being now concluded, the Moderator delivered
his closing address, and, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the alone Kin
and Head of the Chureh, dissolved the Synod ; and appointed the next Annua
Meeting to take place in St. Andrew’s Church, Pictou, N. S, on the evening of
the last Tuesday in June, 1878, at 7 P. M, of which public intimation was
riven ; and this Session was closed with prayer and the Benediction.

TYETER KEAY, Synod Clerk.
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APPENDIX A.

Report on « Monthly Reeord?® for 1871.-72,

In presenting the Report for the past Synodic year, your Committee rejoice
at being able to say, that, with the assistance and co-operation of members of
this Court and others, the results of their efforts have, on the whole, been
gratifying.

The change of currency, coming in the middle of tke year, hasled to consider-
able perplexity ; but beyond this, there has been no inconvenience experienced.

The circulation of the Record is still gradually, yet steadily, increasing. In
1869-70, the circulation was 1,531 in 1870-71 it increased to mearly 1,700.
This year your Committee is gratified to find that the circulation has reached
1,836. Tt would be still more gratifving were it possible to report 2,000; and
as this year's increase is largely owing to marked exertions on the part of
agents in a few localities, it is to be sincerely hoped that by next year’s close
the Comumittee will be in a position to report that ora larger number.

As to the manner in which the pages of the Record have been filled from
month to month, it is not the province of the Convener to say; yet, the Com-
mittee would respectfully draw the attention of the Synod to the fact that their
provinee is not to keep an agency posted throughout the Synodic boundary to
collect and provide material, but simply to receive and arrange for publication
whatever may be forwarded by members of the Church and others.  So that if
any event of importance has transpired within the Church, of which notice has
not been given in the Record, the fault is M the ministry and eldership of the
district or locality, and not with the Record management. At the same time,
whenever your Committee were made aware, often by indirect remarks in
private lettérs or by the public prints, of matters of interest in distant parts of
the Synod’s bounds, publicity in the Record was given to the same at once.
But, as may easily be seen, this is both a very inaccurate and a very unsafe
means of publication. Your Committee would urge, on behalf of the work
entrusted to them, the necessity of ministers and congregations, especially in
outlying parts, the propricty and expedience of keeping up a regular and
direct communication with the Editor.

All the Presbyteries, in the course of the year, have contributed through
their clerks abstracts of their minutes for publication, with the exception of the -
Presbytery of Restigouche.

For contributions and selections for publication, the Committee record their
obligation to the ministers of St. Matthew'’s, Halifax, St. Andrew’s, New
Glasgow, and St. Andrew’s, St. John.

During the whole year the Record has been issued punctually on the 10th -
of each month, with one exception, on which occasion a delay of a few days -
was caused, owing to circumstances over which neither the Committee nor the
Printing Company had any control.

The financial condition of the Committee is a very gratifying one
indecd. As on former occasions, it is pleasant to the Committee to be
able to report that there is o balance on hand after meeting all claimsupto
date ; and further, when all the subscriptions come in, and after all the outlay
is met at the end of the year, there will be a balance in hands of the Treasurer
to the credit of the Committee.

Respectfully submitted,
Jonux CanmpBeLL, Convener.
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APPENDIX B.

Report of the Home Mission Board.

This Board was constituted in 1868, at the first meeting of the Synod of the
Church of Scotland of the Maritime Provinces; and, in now presenting this its
fourth Annual Report, would direct attention to the objects for which it was
appointed, its principles of action, and the measure of success achicved, for the
purpose of indicating what its work in the future ought to be. At that time
the S