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SELECTED.

Winter Evening Dialogue between John Hard-
man and John Cardwell, or 'THOUGHTS oN
e Rure oF Farti, in a Seriesor Ler-
sens, &c. &c. &e. continued from p. 163.

LETTER V.

Concluded.
The sentiments of this Protestant clergyinan,
expressed in the passages which I haveread to you
rrom his pamplilet, are preciscly the sentiments
which the Catholic Church has ever entertained.
At the present day, this Catholic language is, with
more confidence than consistency or prudence,
pretty frequently adopted by your divines. They
haveat length learnt from experienee what they
ought to have learnt from the testimony of the Ca-
tholic Church, that the Bible alone, internreted by
private judgment, is not the way to unity, integri~
1y, and stability of faith, They find in their own
perplexitics the truth ofwhat we have always told
them, that the Bible thus interpreted is the source
of a continual succession of new sects and new
doctrines, They are now as fully convinced, &s
7he Fathers of the Council of T'rent, that the Bible
is not the sole rule of faith, nor indeed the fittest
book for all corts of readers; that the true inter-
pretation of the Bible isno less necessary than the
tetter of the Bible: that some doctrines are true,
, hough twenty texts may be quoted against them;
, 3dd some doctrines false, though twenty texts may
*be cited in their favour: and that the silent Bible
cannot, in all cases, qualify the sincere enquirer to
discriminate with certainty between religious error
and religious truth. Thus the present generation
of Protestants has surrendered and co-operates with
us fu demolishing the main principles for which
their ancestors so strenuously contende¢d; and grow-
ing sober, has atlength’been compelled, i opposing
heresy, schism, and biblical delusion, to adopt the
.Janguage andarguments which the Catholic church
“Rasalways employed against thoso who stray from
the truthofher communion. Ina Catholic this is
ednsistency; inaProtestant, a phenomenon.  Cer-
talnly it must occur to the writers who employ this
Rind of rcasoning, that {hey invariably condemn
the conduct of the authors of the reformation, and
overturn the very foundation on which their own
Church is erected. Iad Luther, Cranmer, and
Jewel, cntertained these rational and Jjust senti-
menfs, they never would have forsakenthe faith
and communion of the Catholic Church, to form
new systens of religion according to thejr own par”
tial, contracted, andoften fanatical view of obscure
texts, but would have continued to belong to the
¢ One Fold and the One Sheplierd,”

But, Mr. Hardman, at thislate hourit is time
to close our discussion.  This pamphlet, which you
have brought towme with an air of defiance, lays
itself open tv many other objectiuns, into which I
forbear to enter at present.  Hadyou applied to
Mr. Sherburn,Mr. Dawson,Mr.Marsh,orany of our
neighbouring priests, whose abilities and learning
better qualify them for the  discussion of topics o
this nature, they would have given'you text for
text, and argument for argument; and would have
triumphantiy repelled cvery attack which you
could make on our Church, Inmy plain and hum-
ble way, appealing rather to the observations o
good sense, than to a multiplicity of obscure and
dispated texts, which are too difficult for you and
me, I have demolished the foundation of your
pamphlet, and the fall of the superstructure follows
ofcourse. 'What effects theinvective of this and
similar pamphlets may produce on the minds o
simple and wavering Protestants; who are better
ablz to connt textsof Scripture, than discover the
true sense of them, I shall not pretend to dJeter-
mine. But Ican assure you, that the faith of a Ca-
tholicis built on a foundation too solid to be shaken
by volumes of textual sophistry. In spite of your
groundless clamours, and uncharitable, aswell as
unreasonable abuse of Popery, it will ever be the
Catholic’s glory, delight, and comfort, {0 kear that

Church, which is thepillar andground of the truth,
and to follow the Romish injunction of that Papist,
St- Paul: * Brethren, stand fast, and sHorp THE
ZFRADITIONS WHICTI YE HAVE BEEN TAUGHT, WHE-
THRER BY \WORD, OR OUR EPISTLE,”

Mr. Hardman, I have ouly one furthier observa-
tion to make, or rather to repeat.  Think not that
nonc have scarched the Scriptures, butthose whose
faith has suffered shipwreckin the scarch. Ilove
and venerate the Bible. Ihave perused it ofien.
Lhave read some chapters of it almost daily, from
my youth. In antiquity, in sublimity, in variety of
beauty, in Loliness, in authority, iu the power of|
culightening the understanding and improving the
heart ofthe humble fanthful,no other book is compa-
rable toit.  Butstill, independently of other consi-
derations, the crrors and delusions of every Protes-
tant scet are to me a demoustratian. thatit is only
then a safe and sure guide, when its obscurities are
clearedup, and its true sense andmeaning declared
by the unerring  voice of Apestolical ‘Tradition
and the interpretative authority of the Catholic
Church.

3. My friend paused,and I rcplied: T thank
you, Mr, Cardwell, for the pleasnre whick 1 have

.received from this conversation,

It Las done me
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good. It has given me abundant and inferesting
materials for thought and reflection. You bhave
proved to my satisfaction, that the author of this
pampbhlet is both ignoiant and Lewildered; that he
is not a membor cither of your church or ours; bu.
an artful and puritapical enciny to hoth., You
have convinced me thathe i3 a wildimterpteter o:
the Bible, who gives hisown crude construction ot
insulated texts for the genuine meaning of ol
Writ. But though you have triumphantly evinced.
against the main principle of our author, at the
Bible is, only in alimited sense, the Rule of Faith,
you have left somc parts of his pamphlet untouch-
ed, What will you say to his Letters on the Su-
premacy of the Pope, Transubstantiation, Praye:
to the Saints, or for the Dead, the Antichbristian
Apostacy, and the Papal Antichrist? To all these,
said Mr, Cardwell, I shall at present say nothing.
These may be the subject of future consideration
and discussion. In fact, the Letiers on these sub.
Jjects contain nothing new—nothing but errors and
misrepresentations as old as the age of Luther,
and objections which our divines have a tho:sann
times refuted. The arguments are all groundec
on the author’s ignorance of our doctrine. and his
misiuterpretation of the Scripture. I have alrea.
dy refuted them in their principle; and at the ap-
proach of midnight, vou will excuse me from en-
tering upon the easy but lengthened task of reful-
ing themin detail.

On these miscellaneous topics I will, at present,
ouly give you thesentiments of two eminent En.
glish Prelafes of the archdiocese and diocese in
which you and I live—the Most Rev. Dr. Nicholas
Heath, the last Catholic Archbishop of York, -and
the Right Reverend Dr. Cuthbert Scott, his Suf’
fragan, and the last Catholic Bishopof Chester.
These learned and virtuous Prelates, with all the
other Bishops of England in their placesin the
House of Lords, Fcbruary 16th, 1558, the frst
year of Queen Elizabeth’s reign, when the bill for
conferring the Ecclesiastical Supremacy and the
the [Iecadship of the Church, on a woman, was be-
fore the House, and the subject of warm and ew-
ful debate, unanimously and strepuously oppose
the introduction of these innovations: and all the
Bishops of England, except one, conscientiously
and honorably sacrificed thefr episcopal sees ang
palaces, their seats in the House of Lords’ thely
honours, their revenues, their personal comforts,
and,inthe case of somo of them,their personalliber
ty, rather than exchange the sterling truths of the
Catholic Creed for errors coined within their own
vemembrance, The speeches of the Archbishay
of York and the Bishop of Clrester, in these dte
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bates, are preserved by Strype, and inserted in the
Parliamentory History. (Strype, vol, i.in Ap-
pend. Parl. His. vol. iii. p. 379,) Iwas reading
them when you favored me with this visit. Both
arelong and argumentative. [ shall select only
the warning voice of our Prinate, and an extract
trom the arguments of our Bishop,

The Archbisbop of York thus warng the House
of Lords: “By therelinquishing and forsaking of
the See of Rome, we must forsake and fly from
these four things. First,we must forsake and fly
from all general Councils. Secondly, we must fly
from all'Canonical and Ecclesiastical laws of the
Church 6f Christ. ‘Thirdly, from the judgment of
all other Christians. Fourthly, and lastly, we
must forsake and fly from (he-Unity of: Christ’s
Church; and, by lesping out ‘of Peter's sbip, haz-
ard ourselves tobe overwhelmed and (}rOW'ned in
the waters of schism, secis and divisions, It is
much to be lamented, that we, the inhabitants of
this realm, are much moreinclined to raise up the
orrors and sects of ancient and condemned here-
tics, than to follow the approved doctrine of the
most Catholic and learned Iathers of Christ’s
Church. In the relinquishing and forsaking of
that church, as a malignant church, the inhabitants
of this realm shall be forced to seek further for
another gospel of Christ, other doctrine, faith and
sacraments, than we hitherto havereceived, which
shall breed such a schism and error in faith, as was
neverinany Christian realm; and therefore, of]
--our wisdom’s warthy consideration, and maturely
10 be provided for, before you pass this Act of Su-
premacey.”

The Bishop of Chester thus argues against the
same Bill: “ At this present there beabroad, in
Christendom, thirty-four sundry sects of opinions,
wherecof never one agreeth with another, and all
differ from the Catholic Clurch. And cvery " ene
of these scets do say and aflirm constantly, that
their profession and doctrine is builded upon Christ
alledging Scripture for the same, And they all
and every of them, thus challenging Christ to be
their foundation by Seripture, how shall any man
L.niow to which of them he may safely give credit,
and 80 obey and fullow? I trust your Fiordships
1o see, that for unity and concord in faith and re-
ligion to be preserved and continued in the church,
our Saviour Christ hath appointed one Head or
Uove‘mg-, that is, to wit, Peter and his succes-
sors, whose faith he protnised should never decay,
a8 We SC¢ manifestly it hath not indecd. And for
those mei that write and speak against his au-
thority, if their writings and doings be well consi-
dered, they shall appear to be suchas small  credit
or none is to Lo given umo, inmatters of weight
suchas this. For whoso readeth the third chapter
ol the second Epistle of St. Paul to Tinothy, may
oee them there lively described with their doings.
And CSpc(‘,iaﬂy one sentence therein may be ap-
phed and verefied of (hem most justly: thatis, al-
wnays learning and never coming lo the knowledge
of truth, Toras we see them vary amongst them-

sel¥es onc from another, sono one of them doth
aoree with Limse!s, in mattors of religion, two years i,

together. . And as they be gone from the sure rock
and stay of Christ’s Church; so do they reel and
waver in their doctriney tvherein no certainty nor
stay can be found. Whereof St. Paul doth admo-
nish- us, in the person of his scholar Timothy, to be
constant in doctrine and religion, and not to fol
low such men. But as for thee, saith St. Paul,
speaking to every Cliristian man, continue in those
things which thou hast learned, and which be credit-
ed unto thee, knowing of whom thou hkast learned
them. In which words he moveth every man to
consider not only his religion and doctrine, but' al-
50, or rather, the schoolmaster of whom he learned
the same. For of the knowledge, constancy, and
worthiness of the scheelmaster, or teacher, may
the-doctrines, tanght by him, be known to be good
and sound, or otherwise.

¢ Now, if a man should ask of these men in
this realm, which dissent from the Catholic Church
notionly in this point of supremacy, but also in
divers ofthe chief mysteries of our fhith, of whom
they learned this doctrine which they hold and
teach, they must needs answer, that they learned
it of the Germans. Thenwe may demand of them
again; of whom the Germans did learnit? Where-
unto they must answer, that they learned it of
Luther. Well, then, of whom did Luther learn it?
Whereunto he shall answer himself, in his book
that he wrote, De Missa angulari, where he saith
that such things as he teacheth against the Mass
and the Blessed Sacrament of'the Altar, he learned
of Satan,the Devil. At whose hands, it is likely,
he did also receive the rest of his doctrine.

¢ Then Here be two points diligently to be noted.
First, that this doctrine is not fifty years old § for
no man taught it before Luther. And secondarily,
that Luther doth acknowledize and confess the de-
vil to be his schoolmaster in divers.points of his
doetrine. So that it men would diligently mind
St. Paul’s words, they would refuse this perverse
and wicked doctrine, Kknowing from whom. it
came.

“But if they ask us of Whom we learned our
doctrine, we answer them that we learned it of our
forefathers in the Catholic Church, which hathin
it continuedly the Holy Spirit of God for a ruler
and governor. And, again,if they ask of whom
our fathers learned the same, we say of their fore-
fathers within the same church.  And so we manu-
ally ascend in possession of aur doctrine, from age
to age, unto the Apostic Peter, unto whom, as St.
Cyprian saith, our Saviour Christ did betake his
sheep to be fed, and VPO whom he founded his
church.

% So that now we may be bold to stand in our
doctrine and religion againstour adversaries, seeing
that theirs is not yet fifty years old, and ours above
fifteen hundred years old- They have for autho-
rity-and commendation of their religion, Luther
and hisschoblmaster before mentioned : we have
for ours St. Peter and his master; Christ.”

I then retired. I shall, Gentlemen, in-my next

letter, conclude this eorrespondence, with stating
my reflections on the subject matter of our conver-

sation, Iam, &c. Jonx HarpMmar,

146

ORIGINAL.

On man’s extreme attachment tont%e thiﬁigs of this life; and

his surprising indifference for those of the life to come:

Nosce te ipstim.—~Know thyself.
It is truly surprising that a rational and reflect-
ing creature, such as man, should allow himself to
be so continually diverted from the consideration of
himgelf by external objects, as never seriously to
think what or whence he is; how he happened,
and for what purpose, to be cast upon this world;
and, though he knows that the same irresistible
tide, which so lately threw him forth like a ship-
wrecked mariner, on thisunknown coast, will very.
Soon returning sweep him again away to other un~
explored and unknown regions; that he never
strives at present, while he may, to provideagainst
the quick and unaveidably impending fate ; and,
by securing the favar of him, whose will directs his
destiny ; and whose Kind' regard and protection
heis evidently sent here to merit, by his wise and
virtuous conduct, to make sure to himself among
all the possible chancesof future existence a per-
manently fortunate, and blissful one.

He knows that thisearth isnot his home; but
only a temporary. ascammodation, fitted up for him
on his way to his eternal habitation. And is it not
strange that, knowing this, he should still so set his
heart on the objects which this intermediate spot
affords, as never tocast a longing glanée on thos¢
more exalted and everlasting delights that await
him in anothey-werld, his final home, and the place -
to which he is Frevocably tending?

. Buthis coyduct inthis respect appears still
more unaccoustable, when we consider that, be-’
sides knowing that he must very soon part with
all he covets or possesses here below; heis also
sufficiently apprised that the foolish prefcrence he
gives to the flecting enjoyments of this life, must
degrade and incapacitate him for the attainment of
the dignified and ever durable enjoyments of a fu-
turestate. 'That whichever of these altcrnatives
he chooses, will constitute his portion exclusively -
and, that, should he prove disappointed in the end,
he can- blame only himself; as the alihe gains, is
but the all he eovets.

What a piteous spectacle is it in the eye of rea-’
son, to behold this child of immortality, landed ffof
afew years in this place of exile and probation, in-
stead of using what objeets he finds uponit for the
sole purpose, for which they had been. placed *
there, viz: for his temporary use, comfort and con”
venience, so dotingly fond of them, and deeplf
enamoured withi them, as to merge every ration?
wish and important concern in the vain effort 1
acquire and retain them: strugsling through every
obstacle; braving every danger; committing eV
excess and crime; sometimes but to heap togeth
and hoard up o little dust, which he values. for *

s . 0g -
weight and 1ustre; at others but to win  the P”:'ﬂ o
smile or short embrace of some frail and ™
poauty, Whose chaxms bave captivated and:il ”
his affections: now to snatch some gaugy :;van;f?f"

distinction held-out to him by the ban
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and, worse than all, should ambition shew him
placed within his reach the tempting cnsigns of
brief authority remorseless wading through the
Blood and staughter of his fellow creatures towards
a throne: thus desolating the scene of his short so-
Journ; and dealing destruction alt around on the
oppasers of his invidious progress towards the lofty
ohject of his aspiring wishes.

Does he then forget that beis but a passenger
here below? that he must very soon take his depar-
ture hence never to return? That he can carry
nothing along with him of all that ‘he so toilfully
colleets in his transit through thisife, but the me-
rits or demeritsot his temporary conduct?  Alas!
of all this too he is fully aware; and still risks his
sternal bliss for the pleasures of a rooment; plea-
sures less real than  imaginary; seldom unaccom-
panted with pain; and always followed with regret,
if not alsa with remorse.

Still, had he only bliss to lose, his folly, though
prodigious, wereless. But how astonishing is his
madness in acting tbus at the same time that heis
Aully aware that by so coveting present enjoyment,
Ne not only fofcits his claim to future bliss: but,
incurring also the divine displeasure by bis guilty
and forbidden chuice, he exposes himsclfto niisery
endless and inealculable.

Reason alone might teach him,as  did even the
Pagaus, that it was not for so mean and transient a
purpose that providence sent .him into  this warld
merely that he might taste and 1slish, then drop at
once forever, all the painfully acquired, but fast
perishing sweets, which the present scenc affords;
such being ouly altowed him occasionally, asneed-
(all refreshments to the wayworn, hungry, and
thirdting traveller; but that to tarry over them, and
think only of indulging in such; giving upall fur-
ther thoughtsof prosecuting the joumney, .were at
ance to forgo all further hope, and willfully to miss
the end towhich he istending. But viewingas be
dJoes, exposed before himin the broader and bright-
or blaze of revelation, all the dismal consequences
of so preposterous a choice; and when he hearsal-

o the Deity incarnate contrasting the final doom
and reversed condition of the rich glutton and a
suffering Lazarus; declaring blessed the poor and
those who mourn; but denouncing only woes against
e rich and worldly bappy: when he contemplates
the choice made by diving wisdom, while here in
human form, of privatio'ﬁ;n:énominy apd pain for
himself and his followers; what must be his folly
in preferring the enjoyments of a moment to those
ofan eternity; dreading more a few short sufferings
and privations here, than the loss of all the promised
tliss, and the being exposed to all the threatened
wochereafter? He knows thathis present life is
but short, when longest, and always uncertain:
-thatitsenjoymentsare hard to be come at; never
fully satisfying when obtained; precarious while
poss:esscd, and all but momentary; leaving nothing
behind them, but regret and remorse.  Of all this
?}0 13 Pcrfcct_ly fEnsible, acknowledging often his
folly and guilt in still continuing to give such the
preferencein his affections, e seems thusas if
fagt bound by the falal potency of some magic

spell; that quite captivates and paralyses all his
rational facultiey, thus preventing him from mak-
ing the slightest effortto ward off the dreadiul evil,
which he sees %st approaching him.

Ts nat this indced the deplorable state in which
the immortal stranger on his passage through this
world has unfortunately placed himselft Eudow-
ed with renson; laving the just sense of right and
wrong, and inwardly apprized of his obligations;
knowing the shortness of his existence here, and
that he soon must bid an eternal adieu to all the
carthly objects of his affections; left still free to
act and choose between good and evil, and thus to
merit the approbation and favor of b is maker: re-
dcemed, even when lost by the carly abuse of his
free will; and reclaimed from the mazes of pagno
cror; havingnow his Jight of reason rencwed at
the blazing glory displayed to him of nuth itsclf:
withall these natoral and supernatural advantages
is it not truly wonderful that stitl his wiH should re-
mainso chained down to carthly objects, as if by
the force of some mighty and unconquerable spell;
and rendered quite incapable of obeying the ac-
knowledged dictates of reason and the applauded
counsels of prudence and wisdom?

YWho then can break the mighty charm; dissolve
{he dread cnchantment, and dissipate the dire de-
lusion? who, buthe, great nature’s Lord,who so
often has stretched out his mighty arm, to snatch
him from desrruction? Hisgrace alone can free,
without violence, the self-caplivated will; fand
make it joyfully obey the else - Jinly urged admo-
nitions of the undersfanding, Among the endless
ways, by which he inhis mercy may judge fit to
unfetter the will, and to restore to all its rational
vigour and activity the human mind from its supine
state of lethargic indifferencet for all thatis not
worldly; the most usual and ordinary are what the
unthinking deem the greatest misfortunes and  ca-
lamities; ‘The sudden disappointment of all our
most sanguine hopesand earnest wishes: the sever-
estlosses, sickness and sufferings; dbove all the
heart-rending sight of some dear departing friend,
expiring before us, and breathing bis last in our
arms. These afflicling reversecsare merciful visi-
tations to most; without which they would conti-
nue to glide on unmoved downthe smooth stream of
prosperity; only amusing themsclves with every
flitting object that happens to catch fora moment
their idly busied attention: but never thinking on
the fate that awaits them; or of the interminable
guif, and shoreless ocean, into which they aresoon
about to be precipitated. This is the reason why,
as the Saviour says, the chance of salvation is so
small for the worldly prosperous; and why he de-
clares far more fortunate and blessed the poor and
afflicted. These, not finding their comforts here,
are more casily induced to look forthem, and strive
to sccure them hereafter ; while those, unless when
roused from their dream of pleasure by such sudden
warnings and alarming shocks; never look or hope
for ought beyond their present sensual enjoyments.

Happy thay, who veglect not to turn thescsevere
butkind visitations, to a profitable account: wheo
remain not deaf to these powerful calls; which re-

minding them of the perishable naturc of what the:

are aptherc to prize most and covet; bid theu:

make the objects oftheir chicf hopes and wishes
ithe imperishable good things “of the life to comc,
‘Then shall they vse the things of this world as they
were intended to be used, only as their needfbl sup-
port on their journey hence: as but refreshments
spread out at proper intervals to the weary and hun-
gry traveller; and the means of cnabling him sc-
curely to reach at last his long looked-for happpe
home, and final destination,

—

Say, ye with specch endow’d 3 my fellow beings
Amg this boundless scene of w«mﬂerl plac’d ;g
Whence come ; and bow, like shipwreck’d mariners,
Have wec on this strange coast together met ¢
Yet met not unexpected ; since we find
All for our use and comfort ready made :

A mansion fitted up magnificent,

And furnish’d forth complete ; how zich ! how vast .
How spicndid !—Say : was such a palace rear’d
For our reception T such a region spread
For us delightful since none nobler claim
‘The vacant lordship of this fair domain ?

Ours then "t was sure intended. Al its wealth
S0 vagious and exhaustless round us spread,
1s plac’d at our disposal : nor arc found
On all its surface, far and wade explor’d,

Whe dare dispute our sway.—And yet,§ not berg,
TWhere all obsery’d is subject to decay
Born, but todic ; and flourishing to fade ;

Not here is found our final fix’d abode,

‘We too must hence, successive aswe cane,”

Full soon depart. That tide, which castus {oith,

-Returning quick, shall bear us bence away
‘I'o yet morc woud’rous scenes, and world’s urtkuoni

Qur present then Lutfor a future state
1s meant a preparation.  Hencewe find
Trac’d on our minds indelible a law
‘To moral good still ur{ivgg 3 an ]

From ill restraining, 0 not then perceives
Enjoin’d our duty two-fold ; vicetoshun

And virtue practice 7 Who so dull, but knows
‘That all on this-depends our chance of bliss

In yet same final statc of untried being 2

We omitted giviog the following communication in ¢
tvo Jast numbers.

For the Catholie.

Sin—In the Fatchnan No. 24, 1 find another
communication jfrom the malevolent and would-bo
Irish Spectator, (but from whose intefyogation, &
would guess to be atract-dealer,) in reply to my
communication in the Catholic No. 12, He fir2t
gives a summary statement of my communication.
and then commences to prove his assertions, from
the very source from which] they were taken,
—one of the Kildare-street catch-penny lracts,
which las already met its merited oblo-
quy. The following is a quofation from this
tract, from whichit appears the second Spectator
has borrowed all bis information of what he woul
fain promulgate for practices of Irish Catholics.—-
<« Havag mentioncd the subject of penance, €
““may not be out of place to remark, that I thiffi:
¢ nenance as practised by the Roman Catholic
¢¢ Church, could casily be shewntobeapart of
<¢ that persecuting principle that bas ever beendr-
‘¢ terwoven in its system, and will while there is
¢ fag end of it exists on the earth.  Religious pers
¢ secution is nothing more or less, than inflicling .,
¢ injury upon -others, forjentertaining a right of
¢ judgementfor themselves, which the persecuting
¢ party refuses to allow them the liberty of. »—
From the above quotation of the spectator, we may
infer, that pemance as imposed on Catholics, i
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toligious persecution, are synonymous terms,—if
not in cxpression, at Jeast in eflect.  But { should
like to know, how these ¢ penances, rigid pen-
ances, " as he callg them, can be made out a reli-
ious persecution ¥ We find, as Lhave already
vemarked in iy former communication, sufficient
scriptural a-thority to justify us on that point, as
well as on all others that tend to salvation. The
Ninbites did penance by fasting and prayer,
Moses fasted and prayed, Ilias fasted and prayed,
and Christ himself fasted and prayed to his heaven-
ty father, forly days in the desert, and St. Pa
~ays, ‘“ that you may give yourselves to fasting
and prayer.” Now since penance i3 an apostolical
wnstitution, ¥ cannot see  why it should be taxed as
o ¢ religious persecution,” I3 it because imposed
by a priest? nota self-styled, self-commissioned,
and self-made orthedoxical priest, but a priest re-
~eiving bis authority fiom the successors of St. Pe-
ter, as St. Peter did from Christ, on the day of his
cesurrection, when he said, ¢ As my father hath
ecnt me,so I send you. Andwhen he had said this,
4o breathed on them, and said to them, reccive
,ou the Holy Ghost; whose sins you remit, they
are remitted : and whose sins socver you vefain,
they are gefained.—John XX. 21. 22, 23, Again
& the lake of Tiberias, he tells Peter, ¢ Feed my
dambs, fced my sheep,”—John XXI1 verses 15,
16 17. And again he said « Thou art Peter, and
upon this vock Twill build my cliureh, and the
gates ofhell ¢ shall not prevail against it.”” St.
Matt. XV, verse 18. Againhe says to his church,
-+ Behold T am with sou all days, evento the end of
the world.”—Matt. XXVIIL verse 20. if these
1 roofs are not a quanium sufficit to justify the Ca-
tholic Churh inher practices, and comvince this
spectator,—Le amd such protestants as profess a
&imilar belief, must cither deny the authenticity of
God’s word, and pronounce it in his own language,
* a chimera.”’—* the bascless fubric of a vision,”
<t els2 they must admit their own error, and if not,
vndergo the judgemvnt atready pronounced against
a1l disbelievers.

Ihave perused many dictionaries, but never, till
raformed by this spectator, knew, that* penance
and ¢ religivus persecufion,” were synonyimous,
What a puty that (he American moncy-raising or-
thodoxy, 0id net give this spectaler the appoint-
aient und title, of Lexicographer-general-of-new-
« nvented-ideas-to-old-word>-to-hamer-down-popery,
and doubtless such a compilation as this, would ex-
«~ite the edmiration of the newly converted Ortho-
dox Indians, who perhaps, would, liberally patron-
+7¢ it, and on Aiscovering its autbor, exclaim

¢ Oh ! with what laurcls shall thy head be crown’d,

A grove—aferest—shall thy ears surround.”

Butin order to stop future univunded asserlions
of such malicious and begotied opponents, I will
feave you and the Indians to speculate on your ap-
pointment, whilst 1 direct my atiention to a defini-
tionof ¢ peNaNCL,” as believed ; and professed
by Catholics :—*“ We believe, that when a sinner
ecpents of his sins, from the botfom of his heart,
and acknowledges his transgressions to God and
his minister tlc céispansers of the mysterics of;

Christ, resolving to turn fromn his cvil ways, and
bring forth fruits warihy of penanco ; there is then,
and no otherwise, an authority left by Christ, to
absolve such a penitent sinner from his sins : which
authosity, we believe, Christ gave to his Apostles
and their successors, the bisbops end priests of
his Churcly, in those words when he said : Receive
ye thc Holy Ghost, whose sins you shall forgive,
they aro forgiven,

‘ Though no creature whatsoever can make

condign satisfaction, ecither for the guilt of sin, or
the pain eternal due to it : this satisfaction being
proper to Christ our Saviour only : yet, penitent
sinners, redeemed by Christ, may, as members of
Christ, in some measure satisfy by prayer, fasting,
alms-deeds, and other works of piety, for the tom-
poral pain, which in the order of divine justice
sometimes remainy due, afler the guilt of sin and
pains cternal have been remitted.  Such peniten-
tiol works, are notwithstanding, no otherwise sai-
isfactory than as joined and applied to that satisfac-
tion, which Jesus made upon the cross in virtue of]
which alone, all our good works find a grateful
acceptance in the sight of God.

“ The guilt of sin or pain ecternal due to i, is
neverremitted by what Catholics call indulgences;
hut only such temporal punishments as remain due
after the guilt is remitted :—these indulgences be-
ing nothing else than a mitigation or relaxation,
upon just causes, of canonical penances, enjoined
by the pastors of the church on penitent sinners,
according to their several degrees of demerit.”?

The above queted principles of Catholics, rela-
(ive to ** penances’ and * indulgences,” are from
the pen of an Erish Catholic priest, who experien-
ccd the effects of ¢ religiors persecution®® not such
persecution as the Spectator has described, when
he thus sympatbizingly says and if the priests who
impose such things, bad the smallest particle of
tight feeiing they would blush to think of making
their fellow  creatures, who might otherwise be
omaments totrue religion, thus degrade themsclves
below the level of the brutc.””  But listen Specta-
tor, to what I call ‘“ religious gersecution,” neither
« persecution” of fasting or prayer, but ¢ persecu-
tion,”’ as inflicied on the Revd. James Corker, a
Benedictine monk, author of Cotholie principles,
inreference to God and the king from which the
above isa quotation, ¢ On the 17th of January,
1689, he was brought to the bar, at the old Bailey,
and indicted for high treason, on the 27th of Eliz-
abeth,” for that being born wilhin the king’sdo-
minions and made a priest, by authosity from the
See of Rome, he did traiterously comne and abide
in England, contrary to law.” Ofthis chargethe
Jury found him guilty, and the Recorler condem-
ned him ¢ t0 be conveyed on hurdles to the place
of execution : to be there hanged by the neck ; to
be cut down alive ; to have his bowels taken out
and be burnt in his view—his head to be severed
from hisbody : and his body to be divided into
four quarters, to be disposed of at the king’s pleas-
ure.”> Sce Cobbett’s state trials, vol. 7 page 845,
And what was the chargo alleged to this priest, ¢

(whose name Ewould nevgr introduce, was I not
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obliged to quote from him in order to shew the prin
ciples of Catholics reluting to ponance ?) for merels
crossing ¢ -er from Ireland to England !!1-=Are
not these more liko deeds emanating from  the.
““ man of sin,”* than any thing we have ever 1cad
of emanaling from a ** pope?”  Could Antichrin
himself, who you would fuin represent the pope to
be, do more than this?! ! Land still you will talk
of the simple ** penances” imposcd by priests as «
*“ religious persecution. ”  Lhope you are satisficd.
from what isalready definedin the aforegoing quo-
tation from Cuholic principles, < that the rich
cannot pay the poor to do penance for them, asly
ingly asserted by the spectator. I lhope he is now
convinced, that Catholics in the performance or
¢ penance,” are actuated by the same means the
repenting Ninivites were ; and notby ¢ a belicf in
itsintrinsic and meretorious efficacy,”’ ashe as-
serts,

But the spectaror says, ““it is no uncommon
thing, in passing through the south and other parts
of Ireland,” to sce people going through the most
degrading penances, such as going round the
stumps of old trees on their bare kneces,” as he
says he himself has seen ¢ the earth actually worn
hollow”” in this way. Still this does not assimilate
them to *“ the devotees of Juggernaut,” as he
nakes the.comparison. In worshipping a Jugger~
naut, the devotion is directed to a huroan fabricated
mass, somewhat like the Trojan paladium, butthe
Catholics i3 directed to the living God, whose
pardon thoy invoke through Christ. If the Specta-
tor had drawn the comparison, between the devo.
tees of king William the third, prostrating them-
selves before his statute in some lodge, with bended
kneesand uncovered heads, drinking tho ¢ glorious
and immortal memory,*’ the comparison would ap -
pear more just : they prostrate themselves (o a
human fabricated image, and so do the devotees of
Juggernaut. Catbolics in the south of Ireland.
perbapsin passing by some treo planted, to render
morc memorable the spot where some saiut has
been deposited, stop by his sacred shrine, tooffer
upa prayer for some deceased relative or friend,
who perhaps rests close by, or invoke the saints
intercession with Christ for their own sinful souls,
does all thislook like the worshipping of a jugger-
nant ? Is it because they have no church there?
But perhaps they would bave had, had not the iron-
hand of ¢ persecution’>Jong since destroyed it.—
But Christ had no church. in the garden when he
prayed tohis heavenly father for us, and would it
not be blasphemy for a protestant to think he ¢ de-
graded”” himself ‘° below the level of the brute,”
as the spectator says of the Irish Catholics,

But since my communication has already be-
come so lengthly, I will let the Spectator arcuse
bimsclf with the story of St. Paul’s apron, before
Ican give bim any information respecting St.
Bredgetsarm. Now, as o ¢ Catholics differing
frequently from one anothrr,?’ the charge is falsc.
Tiliterato or ignurant  Catliolics, may not bo soin-
telligent in points of religion, which istheir awn
faults, ag their pastorsare always ready to give them
the nccessary information on all doubtful matters,



- THE CATHOLIC.

. " irsalvation. Asto Catho-"s0.  As to ¢ images” they are minor points, not
.1 :xL :u:llcllc:i ;;":‘":s':l‘l’l:::ﬁ"'l;;‘, no Catholics wouhl.!: being consi(.lcrcd essential to saly aliop,—-thoy arc;
Listen to even Dr. Hammond, a protestant w viter, o.nly to excite f\ml rcndcr' l‘nore f.ornd our «:moul
o that subject.—** We donot believe, that any  tions; l’oyas'an lmmodc‘?t pu.tmcdlsmrbs'lhc eart
. such, ever did, or slmllcrrﬂund fills it with obscenc ideas, so dees a picture of {
m any matter of faith, ”’ l,)r. Ficld’s and Arch- Christ: or his. saints in.(‘rcase our zml and dcvolion.!
hishop Laud, both protestant writers, convey, (l\c; Andsince idolatey in the 'pmmll.\c state o‘fl thc.;
ame idea.  As to Cathelics denying the power of . church was not tolally crrm}matcd i Rom?, w nere{
priests to forgive sing”” they were justifiablein say- sonic still espoused hcati}cmsh prachcc:s, lxur ;nsle.
‘ng 30 if the penitent had not the necessary roquisnt?s: was bette s .hspensed. \v::h. Respecting | ind u,-
(\éc my quotation on that point,) T have shew n'miigences,” and Ca}hohcs dcpe.ndm’l’cc on '( heir (mt}
iy former communication, that on this cssential | works and suﬂ'crmgs foE' sn}\'atxon: 1 bave alrcady
point tending to salvation that protestants diﬂ‘cr,!'shc\m from Cal!u‘;hc {)rleczples,lh'c charge s false-|
that is, *¢ the real presence of Christ in the Sacrn-li they offer th.em. with thst’s’fnﬂ‘crmgs. ) As to ?t.
ment,’? but the spectator says, that bring real pro- 'Paul‘s forbidding marriage,’ no Catlx‘ollf: believes
1estants together their belief is all one,” which h‘“&"t was absolute{y comman‘dcd by Christ or thc}
already been proved a falschood ! ! Christ himself, Apostles, but being more suitable to the priestly:

xencral council, truly

<ays, “ whoever eateth my flesh, and drinkoth myi(omce: they believe from Apostolic tradition, lle\t.
blood, abidethin meand I in him.>> But the pro- ;marriago never has Dbeen in use in the Catholic
fostants now-a-day, like the offended Jews, think .pricsthood—although many ofthe holy father’s had

| Bishop of Rome after St. Peter,

the idea repugnant,—and Martin Luther, the St.|ibeen married before their ordination,—but as said
Poter of thesr church, calls his followers so tena-
« ious of disbelicf, *“a damned sect, a pack of liars,
cursed, proud, and arrogant spirits,—bread-eaters,
wine-drinkers, soul-murderers.”’---Wonderful con-
~istencies of protestantism ¥!! What an unerring
and happy successior, unbroken and unchanged !!!
But the spectator next says, ‘of Protestants
** bring them together, and they are united in ag-
reing; that the Pope is that ¢ man of sin,” who
was to be revealed the son of perdition, who op-
voseth and exalteth himself above all that is called
(3od, or that is worshipped. ®o that he as God,
sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that
he i8God. This isthe spectdtors ipse dirit—this
.» his prophetic definition of the text,—and he says,
** all real protestants belicve the same.” O ¢ pri-
vate” judgement ¢ whata galaxy of light you fling
avound protestant temples 11! But shall I'stum-
ble him with his own gauntlet—and make 2 pro-
iestant writer contradict him ?  Listen to what M,
‘Thotndike, a protestant writer, says, ih hig © just
weights and meusares,” chapter 2. page 155. Let'
not them who chaage the Pope to be Autschitist,
and the papisisidolators, lead the people by the
wose, to believe, that they can prove their
supposition when they cannot. But I would hav.
the spectator look to Grotius and Dr. Hammong,
bath protestant writers on the subject,& he will find
their “‘private Jjudgement, ledthem to a more just
conjecture thanwhathis,or these “‘real protestants®
have done. I might also refer him to Dr. Heylen’s
uosmography, Liber 2, page 207 for information,
These are all protestant writers: so ¥ repel the
Spectator with his own elements. But Mr. Whis-
tow’s dream of Antichrist, wasthe same as the
Spectators—but still more prophetic, whether from
" selfjudgment” self-inspiration, or self-impu-
dence I know not, went to shew dates and fore-
told the downfall of Popery in 1716. But 1716 has
Rast, and this odern prophet lived to see himself
«anfuted. Catholics may always expect persecu-
tions, and false prophets going out amongst them—
wolves in sheeps clothing,—it has been so-—and
will be so—we would no? be Christ’s if it was uot

' of St. German, * his consort he changed unto his

sister,” St Augustine observes the same of married
men ordained against their will, who by the grace
of God, as he says, ¢ continued in celibacy to the
end.” Lib. 2, andas St. Jerome says, the Apos-
tles ¢ were eithervirgins, or had no more to do
with their wives. Bishops, priests, and deacons,
are either chosen virgins or widowers,—or at least
continent after priesthood, as long as they live—
Ep.50, Agzain,St. Epaphanius says, ¢ Hethat
livesasa hugband with his wife, though he have
but one, is not admitted by the church to the order
of deacon, priest, bishop, or sub-deacon, unless he
ceases to converse with her as a husband or he-
comes a widower«—Hwxr, 59. But here I could
quote hundreds of other proofs if requisite. Now
I hope the Spectator will no ldnger wonder at the
¢ consistencies of Romanism?? Since I bave
shewn authorily {rom Saints whose names must be
expunged from the profestant prayer-books, be-
fore their authority is questioned. And lest you
should question the authority of our apostolic tra
dition, if you Iook to 2 Thess, ii. verse 15you will
find St. Paul says *¢ therefore, brethren, stand fast,
and hold the traditions which you have beentaught
whether By word or By orr epistle.” In Scripture
we have sufficient authority to justify our invoca-
tion of saints and angels, as in Gen. xlviii, 16,
Zachary. 1,12, and 1 Cor. xiii, 8. Heb. 1, 14,
Psalmk xci, 11 11 and Psalms xxxir, 7 &e. &e.
Now since I have cleared up all points so far, my
next point is 1o shew our ** building on Peter” is
no ** chimera® ¢¢ thebaseless fabric of a vision” as
represented by the Spectator, Now since the Spec-
tator must admit tradition and cannot deny the
authority of saints whose names graco the Protest-
ant prayer book, aud towhose honor their church
have days devoted, for if he does, he must either
questionthe authority of his own prayer-book, or
admit that the alterations in his religion arc not
yetperfected, so asto render her invulnerable,
Now to prove the Popes the successors of Saints,
and St, Peterhead of the church at Rome, (a thing

long slnce admitted by Protestants.)
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the next age after the Apostles, St. Irencus
says, ‘“The great church of Rome was founded
and constituted by the glorious apostles St. Puter
and St. Paul, and that tt. y delivered the Episco-
pal office to Linus, whose successor was Anacle~
tus.” &c. Lib. 8, St. Cyprian, the following centu-
ry calls © Rome the chair of Peter, and the princi-
pal church.” Ep, 65. So St. Augustine, writing
against Potilianus, the Donatist Bishop of Certa,
¢ what harm,” says he, ¢ had the Roman see done
you, in which Peter sat, and in which Anastasiug
sits at present?”’—Epis. 53, (in vet Edit. 165)and
in wrlting to Gencrosus about the Bishops of
Rome: ¢“To Peter Linus succeeded Linus Cle-
tus, &c.”’ St Jerome says in his book of ,Eccle~
siastical writers Cap. 15. ¢¢ Clement was the fourth
For the second
was Lious, the third Cletus &c.’ and in the 1st
chapter of the same book he says, * Simon Peter,
after he had been Bishop of Antioch, and had
preached to the converis of the circumcisionin Pon-
tus Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithyniaw—in
the 2d year of Claudius went to Rome to defeat
Stinon Bagus, and there held the sacerdotal chair
twenty-five years, fo the last, thatis the fourteenth
ycar of Nero, by whom he was put to death a4
Rome.” Sce also Eusibius—Lib. 3 cap. 15, page
52. But listen to St. Jerome, (whom the
Protestants  still retain in their calandar )
he says in speaking of communion with
the Roman see ¢ whoever ems the lamb out of this
house, is prophane; that, like Noah’s ark, whoever
is not init, wilt perish in the deluge; that whovier
gatbers not with the Bishop of this see, belongs to
Antichrist?” Epis. §7 ad damusum Papum:
Now baving answered allthe Spectator’s querics, ¥
should like him to shew me the Protestant succes~
sion or church authority from the Apostles, for if
she be the true church of Chirist she must be visible
froma their time and have hada regular succ sssion
from the Apostles. 1 wonld like him to bring
his scripture proofs toshew the Bible was written
by the Apostles or whetherit is the pure word of
God. To shew that every man should construe the
Bible according to his own private judgment ; to
shew that the Bible is the sole basison which Christ’a
church is founded?”* or to justify the protestant faith
from being a heresy. Until he does this I shall
consider him a simple querist unable to give an
answer and unworthy to reccive one.

CAVANTS,

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CATHOLIC. 1

Sir,~~You are not perhaps aware of the insidious
methods resorted to, inthis town by our twould-be
sole Orthodox and Evangelical gospellers; in ordey
to decoy into their Sabbath schools and screaming
conventicles the children of aur poor Irish Catho-

lics. A setof silly women, doubtless under the di-

In!

roction of their illiteraté exhorters, zo theix rounds
from house to house among our tagged and half
famished emigrauts; offering, 3y way of charity,
some old clothes, orspoiled provigions, &c. oz thr
sole conditior of their scnding their children to b
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trained up in the sectarian principles of the fanatic

donor:. They would thus have the Parenis, a-
qainst their religious feclings, and the reproaches off
conscience, to barter for a mouthful of meat, or
some old vaas of covering to their badies, the im-
wmortal souls of their snnacent and unconscious oft-
spring ; allowing their hopelul progeny 10 be rear-
ed by a club of raving bigots, in hatred to their
Church ; the only one of the Saviour’s founding ;
and contempt for themselves, the authors of their
being ; whom they are taught to look down upon
as the slaves of superstition, and poor benighted
wdolators. A rare scheme of converting is this
and every way worthy of the sly worming sect that
devised it.  This, these idle, ignorant, scli~conceit-
ed females are doubtless tokl by their unprincipled
and speculating exhorters, is that charity, men-
tioned in scripture, whick covercth @ multitude of |
sins. Let them but discharge well this paraumount
duty of bringng in pumbers to their dear litile,
new built Zion; so that she may enlarge her
boundaries, and widenher tent; and all else shall
be clean unto them. I own this doctrine is a truly
consotatory one to the godly miscreant and guilt
burthened sinner. It sccures to him in all other
respects, that liberty which is the perquisite of the
Saints.

Suppose, however, the members of other sects
as zealously active in kidnapping from them, and
decoying their little ones, each into his own lttle
dear, and chief lauded Zion, might not the charity
which covereth their muliitude of sins oceasionally
terminate in no very charitable, pr edifying conflicts;
should the obtrusive kidnappers find themselves
as they deserve to be indignantly repelled by the
dissenting  inmates from their invaded premises.
The Cathiolics on such occasions, could be but the
lavker on; asthey arc never seen to mingle in
such evungelizing contests.  Their Zion extends
her borders to the uttermost ends of the world; and
31l the nations of the carth, as was predicted, have
entered her holy pirecincts, apd worship in her
sanctuary.

I shall watch the further kidnapping attempts of;
these cat-paw tools of Orthodoxy ; our itinerant fe-
male preachers: and should they siill, hke Eve, with
apple in hand, persist, at the terapter’s sugaestion,

n seducing from Gads truth, and beguiling into
their own error, the most innocent and unsuspect-
ing portion of our race ;I shall send you their
pames ; in hopes thut you will publish them inyour
‘3 ournal ; and hold forth such self-sainted hypocrisy
gnd presuming ignorance to the merited scorn of
the liveral and enlighted portion of the community.
I remnin your constant reader,
CAMILLUS.

The Protestant, or negative faith, refuted, and the Catholic,
or afitmative faith, demonstrated from Scripture.

Continued.
X¥VI. .

ON HONOURING THE. BLESSED VIRGIN,
MOTHER OF GOD.

It weald ill become thase, who wilt have nothing

ed, in their name, to the worhip of the true God 3
abolish therr festivals, plander ther sacred shrines; !
dig up and burn their blessed remains 5 and seatter |
thasr holy dustin the wind 2 who mock and pollute!
every thing conseerated to the service of the Deity; |
and fling from them with disgust and derision the |
very cross on which the God incarnate completed !
onr redemption : who, besides, condemn and ridi- |
cule the virgin state of cehbacy rccommended by
St. Paul, 1 Car. vu. 26; and cmbraced by those,
who dedicate themsehves exclusively to the service.
of Gud : the voluntary Eunuchs, mentioned by our|
Saviour, wcho make themsclves suck for the King-:
dem of Heaven : Matt. xix. 120 it would ill Locome
such, the sced of the serpent, to venerate and honor
the woman destuned £o crusk their father's head |
Gen. iii. 13. the spiritual Eve, whose obedicnce re-,
stores to Ler children that bliss enhanced, which the
disobedience of the natural Eve had lost to hers:,
the virgin mother of God 3 and hence the Queen!
of Saints and Angels : the first of creagures in the
order of grace jand consequently the nextin dignity
and alory to her divine Son : she, whom an Arch-
angel grects as lus superior, with the unusually
respectiul salutation kail; declaring her full of |
grace ; assuring her that the Lord was with her ;|
and pronouncing her most blessed of waman-kind :!
whom her holy cousin, the inspired Elizabeth, on
being bonoured by her with a visit, saluted ina
similar strainy crying out, says the Esvangelist,
with a loud voice, and saying ; llessed art thou a-
mongst women! and blesscdis the fruit of thy womb!
And whence is this to me, that the mother of my
Lord should come to me ! Fbr, behold ! assoonas
the voice of thy salutation sounded in my cars, the
ckild in my womb leaped for joy. Lukei.41. Who
in her own humble and inspired canticle, amid the
overflowing of her gratitude to God, prophecics,
saying: From henccforth shall all gencrations call
me dlessed, ind. v 49: which prediction is fulfilled
i the Catholic Church ;3 the Churchof all genera-
tions : yet, with all this Seripture testimony to her
transcendent worth and dignity under their cyc,
Protestants not only forbid any honours tobe paid
10 her 3 but bikethe real offspring of the adversary,
they fee! a particular antipathy to her on all ocea-
sions. They can never bear to hear her well
spohen of.  They constantly lay snares for her
heel 5 lissing and darting forth at her their slings,
ful) of venomous slander 3 vilifying her immaculate
person, and coreparing her, iuorder to dehase it,
with the most cammon and worthless of her sex.
XVIIL
ON CELIBACY.

Froy theis sovereign dishike to that virginal state,
sorecommended by Saint Paul to those who can
aspire toit 3 1 Cor. vii. 7, for he, who hath a wife,
says that Apostle, mindth the things of the world,
and kowto please his wife 3 but ke who hath not a
 1ife, mindeth the things of the Lord, and how to
H please the Lord : Protestants incessantly decleim a-
gainst the state of celibacy enjoined to the Catholic

2 do with the Angels and Saints ; who demolish

their images 3 destroy or profane the temples ras- ilmind the things of the Lord, end hme to pleas.

the Lord: alluring, a< St.Peter says, through the d.
sires of fleshy virtuousness those, who for a litt!
while escape such as converse in error - 2 Pet.ii. 15
that is, seducing o1 last, by thie strongest of temj~
tations, those who hagd clse escaped the contagion
of their heresy.

Butis it notevident that this law of cehibacy, be-
sides freeing the Christian Pastors from the perples.-
ing cares and concerns of this world, which are so
incompatible with the propier discharge of their du-
ties3 was establishud as a measure of justice to th
faithful ; preventing them trom being bwthened
with he support of wives and children for their
Clergy 5 whose labours in the Minstry ave cotis
stantly impeded, but ean never be forwarded by
the interference of such.  One of the proots given
by the Saviour of the truth of his gospel, was, that
it was preached to the poor. Matt. x1. 5. 'To the
poor indeed 1t may be preached by sngle Clergy-
men 5 whose personal wants are casily supplied.
Buta marnicd Clergy, vequite also for others, kept
for the gratification of their carnal propensities, it
far greater provision, than for themsuives alone
and from all those, too poor to furinsh this extra

|| provision, that Gospel; which they preach, is ne-

cssarily withheld.

The Christian pastor is likened in Scripturcto
that drudging Eunuch among the animals, the ot
that treadeth out the corn, whose mouth should not
be muzzled : Deut. xxv. 4—1 Cor. ix. 13, not to
the father of the herd, with all kis family ; a group
illsmted to the Farmer’s operations on the threshe
ing floor.

Besides, can we suppose that the Saviour, who
desired his gospel to be preached o every erefure,
would allow such a bar to be put to its universdl
propagation ! Such an carthly clog to be fastenert
to the heels of his Evangelists, whom he command-
ed to go and teack all nations? No :on the con-
trary, he declares that whoerver does nol even hate,
asan obstacle to the discharge of his duty, faller
and mother ; sister and brother ; wife and children;
nay, and ksown soul, or lifeitself; cannot be his
disciple. Matt.xix. 19,

Or is it for one moment imaginable that he, wio
is justice itself; would entail upons his creatures, as
the indispensable condstion of hearing his necessary
and saving truths, the obligation of providing for
any, but those who teach them? Or, ifbe reafly
sanctions such obligation: allowing what was ncv
ver, carned to be claimed as wages rightly dug:
why should that obligation cease at the Clergy-
man’s demise! What ten isto become of his
widowand orphans ? Castupon the wide world,
as they ave liuble to be at all moments, without a
protector, a home, or a provision of any kind;
what a dismal prospect and dangerous dark futu-
rity lics before them! And can we suppose such
an order of things as this, to be of the Saviour’s
institution?  No, surcly. His clergy are inde-
pendentof all these human chances ; and better i~

Clergy, and religious ; whase only business is fo
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{fe has separated them from the world, and the
«hings of the world, that they may attend solely toi
10 things af the Lord ;and how to please the Lord.
Or them, the virgin - Priesthood ot the Redeemer,
L speaks thus by the mouth oflus Prophet Lswas :l
1 will give them in my house, and within my walls,I
a name, better than sons and daughters : an c-uer-i
Masting name, that shall never perish. Is. Ivi, 5.
I'lie worldimg’s name is pr Jagated and prcscrvcd!
om carth fora while, by his carnal progeny : but|
v Pustor’s spuritual progeny ; those, whem, likej
~aunt Paul, hehas begolten in Christ; shall per-
etunte s name, aud rc‘ndcr it illustrious in hea-

o1, for an endless eternity.

XIX.

ON VOWS,

ProtesTANTs deny all the .aerit, and even the
swfulness, of vowing to God any pious, charita-
we or good work whatevers and of frishiully
teerving such vows, when made. This negative
vas necessarily broached in self-defence, by the
«uthers and feunders of the Protestant reformation.
They could not else have hoped to palliate, in the
.«s of the public, their open breach of the reli-
nous vows they had taken of voluncary poverty ;
orrpetual chastity, and entire obedienec. For by
sneh vows had Luther, Zuinglivs, Carlostadius,
Mclancton, (Ecolumpadius, Bucer, Beza, Kuoux,
atnd others, all apostate friars and piiests, ficely and
2mally bound themselves for life, on taking holy

- Jdors, and entering their several institutes. ‘Theis

A<t endeavor therefore was to excuse before the
autld their forsworn conduct : and finding their
rpology take ; their next effort was to make it ap-
;sear that they had ouly done, as they ought, in,
“weaking thus through all their religious restric-
ims. Finally, encouraged by the applauses of
‘heir loose and irreligious partisans, they bad the
whlushing effrontery cven to make a merit in hav_
g exchanged the privations, penitential austeri-
.ics,and laborious dutics of their former holy state
oflife. for the worldly freedom ; the nnrestrained
Jndulgence of their sensual appetites ; the animal
gratification and delights of the tlesh!

The Catholic doclrine of wows, notwithstanding,
-« sanctioned, like all the other articles of her faith,
by the most evident scripture. For in it we read
liow the greatest servants of Ged swere in the habit
of vowing, and of scrupulously performing the vows
‘hey had made. Sce €en. 28. 20.—ibid. 30. 13.—
In it we rcad that God himsel{ commanded his
wotshippers to vow to him ; and rewarded them for
vewingand keeping their vows: vows by which
“versons, aswell ag things, whre set aside and con-
scerated to his service.  Levit. 97. 9, Numb. 6. 9.
Sumuel was vowed to God from his Mother’s
womb ; and given to serve him in his temple for
sver. &e.

Nor was this practice of vowing disconlinued in
she Christian Church, as appears from Acts. 18, 18,
aml 21.23. It were needless to adduce morc sCTip-
ture proofs for that, of vhich none can doubt, who
read the Bible. This practice of vawing, al! will

¢

dinance. Let the Protestaut then shew mein ally
the scriptures a single text forbidding it to beany |
more observed. QOn the contrary, it 1s sanctioned
by the Saviour's declirationthat ke came not to ab-
clish, but to fulfil the law,

To be continued.

BIBLICAL NOTICES AND CXPLANATIONS.
Continucd.
NUMBERS.

CrarTer,10.—The two silver Trumpets are the
emblems of the two modes ofannouncement of thcl
word of God, under the old and new law. ‘They
are to be sounded by the Priests.  v. 8. These
arc the Heralds, appoimnted to proclaim his will, and
revelationsto our race.  Tothem, and them alone,
the Saviour said : he who hears jou, hears me.
Luke x. 16.

Chapter 11, v. 4, The Egyptians, who follow-
ed the Israelites in their flight from Egypt bnng by .
their example, the people to sin.  "Lheir longmgs’

of the heavenly showered mauna, and their loud.
murmurings at their present condition, enkindle the,
wrath of Ged against them :and dishearten Moses, !
their law giver and leader, insomuch that he prays’
God to case him ol hischarge ;oreven to take away;
his life, rather than let Lim be afflicted with such:
great evils, '

We may vemark here the force of bad example
and the danger of associating with the wicked : al-!
's0, how disp'fcnsing to God are the longings of his!
'people, in times of penetential fusting and absti-
of this world, their scnsual and unrestrained ap-.
petites.  We observe too, his condescension m:

vants ; by his appointment of seventy men of the -
ancients of Israel, o bear with Moscs the burden of
the people : his power to do, what to creatures
seems_ altogether impossible 5 by supplying in
the Desart so vast a multtude with  the
flesh they longed for; ull s abundance should
surfeit them § il it should come out at their
nostrils, and become loathsome to them, 1t hence
also appears that God ywelds to the wcked the’

ucver fail to prove their Lanes and to bring on
in the end their merited punishment; as it hap-

after their former fare in Egypt; their disrelish

nence, to gratify, like the Egyptians, the children!

aranting the carnest requests of his faithful ser-,

objects of their erimival “longings; but that such |

ceive your iniquities ; and shall know my rcvenge.
The term of, ﬁmy is that of punishment, as at the
deluge ; Gen. vii, 19, It istherefore that of pen-
nanco, as in tho fasts of Moscs, Elias, the Ninovites,
our Saviour, &c. and ofhis Church in her fast o}
Lent : to appease the wrath of God, eukindled
against us by our sins,

Verse 44.—The Israclites, fighting against the
command of Moses, and without the Ark, are
foiled ; so, in the spiritual warfare, those, depend-~
ing on themselyes, who fight notunder the dircction
of their spiritual leaders, are sure to be overcome.

Chapter xv,—Verse 4, We still observe the
figurative bloody sacrifice foilowed by the figura-
tive unbloody sacrifice of flour, or bread ana wing ;
the sacrifice of the Saviour; who is a pricst forever
according to the order of Melchisadech.

Verse 356.—The temporal punishment awarded
to the Sabbath breaker, shews the spiritual pun-
ishment to be awarded on all, who neglect fo kcep

the Lord’s day.

Izolg
|  Chapter xvi.—Verse 2,—Tle crime of these

men, which was punished in so remarkable a man-
ner ; was that of schism ; and rebedlion against the
authority established by God in the Church; and
their pretending to the priesthood, without bein,
lawfully called and sent.

]
i “Che same is the case of
all modern sectarica.—D. B,

Verse 40.—Their crime, asthe greatest possible,
which went to the subverting of religion and the
confounding of God’s institutes ; met with the mose
awful and appalling of punishments; and a me-
morinl of it was affixed to the altar, admonishing
the people that no stranger, or any one ¢hat is not
of the sced of Aaron, should come near to offer in-
cenceto the Lord ; lest he suffer, as Corcdid , and
all his congregation. And are not the functions
of Christ’s priesthood as holy as those of the priest-
hood of Aaron? Or is the ministry of the Christian
Church left free to be usurped by every one who
pleases? No: the crime of all, who dare usurp it,
without being called by God, as Aaren was, is
greater far than that of Core; and its punishwent
‘not temporal, but eternal.

I Chapter 17, verse 8. 'The Rod of Aaron, which
Ithus miraculously budded and brought forth fruit,
1is considered a figure of the blessed virgin conceiv

ling and bringing forth her divine son, without aoy
prejudice 10 her virginity. D. B.

She was of the sacerdotal race, and a descendant
lof Aaron; as is evident from her being a near kinse
womon to Elizabeth, the wife of Zacharias. She

pened, on this occasion, to the guilty Israelites.  :/was also of the family of David; as appears from

Chapter xii—In this clapter we sce how God '!the gencalogy given of ber guvardian spouse in the
resents the contetnpt shewn to thase whom he has igospel.  For by the law of Mosc *, in order to keep
appointed to be our guides and directors; that is, |the tribes distinct and that it mught be kuown of

Mo, was considercd by the Jews.as a divine ar-

lis lawful pastors: 1o whom the Saviour said: fe
who despises you, despises me—Lake x. 16, Such
as despise and vilify them, are struck, lihe Mary,
with the leprosy of sin, and cast torth from the
society of the clean.  We sve also, by the cfficacy
of Moses® prayer, how powerful the intereession of |
the just is in behalf of the sinner. !

Chapter xiii.—Verse 33. The spics, who by!
their misvepresemations of the land of promise, dis-
couraged theIsmelites from attempting itsfconquest; -
were a figure of those worldings; who decrying.'
or misrepresenting true devotion, discournge chuist-|
ians froin striving in earnest “to conquer all their
spiritual enemies and thus seeure their entry into!
the promised land of endless felicity : the kmgdom:
of heaven ; whieh, as our Saviour assures us, suf-
fers violence; and only the violent shalt carry it
away.—D. B . '

Chapter xiv.—Verse 30. None dut the coura-
aeous, like Joshua and Caleb. shaill ever enter the
promised land of blise. Irom this it appears how
small a portion of maukind wiil be saved. .

Verse 34.~—Zccording lo the nwmber of the forty
days, in whick yow vicwed the land; a year shell
3¢ cornted for a day ; «nd forty years you shell ve-
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iwhat tribe the Saviour should be born; the Jews
jwere forbidden to marry, save in their own tribe.
 She was therefore that descendant of Jesse, whom
the prophet Isaias foresaw eight hundred years be-
ifore her birth; and described, as follows: ¢ rod
shull come forth from the root of Jessc; and o flowser
skall rise up out of h:s rool: end the spirit of the
Lord shall rest upon him §e. T, 11, 1. Thiswae
the rod that budded, and brought forththe Saviour.

Chapter 18.—If any stranger skall approach, Ne
shallbe slain.  'With what jealonsy does God in
the old law watch over the figurative functions of
his priesthood; forbidding all, but Zaron and Iy
sons, to louch the things that apperlain tothe ser
vice of the allar, under pain of death!

And where in the new law do we find i pegt

eve
dstr
i Me
|

mid, asin the reformed schemes of christianity,
ty one who pleases to take up the sacred min
; and meddle with the highest funclions of
ssiali’s ong expectud aud more boly pricsthood?
To be confingegs
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This with every other ditficulty and  consequence
of our belief. was long ago seen and  solved by
venerable antiquity.  The holy fathers weighed
all these things before God, and solved them by rec-
urrine to the Divine Omnipulence, as they did in
all ther mysteries of relygion. St Augstine saw
nuabsurdity in the consequence thus objected. e
has the very words:“Jews Christ held fumself in
Ais hands, when giving his body he said. tusis my
holy, sirce he then held that same budy in lasgown
hands.” St. John Chrysostom says to the same ef-
feet: “He drank himself of his own blood.””  In
sact, the body which Christ gave was by anticip-
ation his glorified boldy, whith was capubleof bung
muny pluces at once, and had other quahties which
our bodies will also possess when they shall have
put on incorruption and immortality. ~ It was the

same body as to the matter, but ditferent as to the

manner. aud hence there is no absurdity in the con-
sequence that Christ beld his body in his hands.
“rom the false assumption that the Apostles
«<ould not understand the wordsin a corporeal
sense, Mr. W.draws a consequence equally false.

It is not true to say that St. Paul did net believe ;

the real presence; he Jid  belitve it, notwith-'

standing Mr. White’s mighty proof, from St. Paul’s
calling the elements dread and cup,  Ard observe,
St. Paul’s helief no way follows from that of the
other Apostles; for he tells us that what Le taught
ofthe Eucharist, he had learned by express rev-
«lation from Christ bimself: <1 have received of
the Lotd, that which also I delivered to you” &c,
Hec delivered an exact account of the institution
of this mystery; and whathesays of the use and,
offects of it, evidently proves that he believed |
the real presence of Christ’s true body and blood,
e declares that the unworthy receiver is guilty of
the body and blood of the Lord. How coyld that,

be, if the body and blood were notthere? He re-
quires a person to prove himself before he receiv-

s; lest he catand drink his own damnation, nat,
discerning thebody of the Lord.
ynan be guilty of not discerning the Lord’s body if-
it were not there present? St. Paul uses the words
dread and cup it 1s true, but this makes nothing
against lis belief or ours in the real presence.  Cup;
merely means the contents of the cup, be they what,;
hey may; the container) for the thng contaned,
by a very common figure of speech, as Mr. White
inew very well, ‘The Blessed Sacrament may be
called bread for many reasons: Ist.—because it
s consecrated from bread. 2d,—Because 1t stitl
retains the form and taste of bread. 3J,—Because
st is the bread or food of the soul.  4th,—Becausc
1t is the body of Him who is the true bread of life,’

our daily and supersubstantial bread. Butit may .

still continue tobe in reality the true body of Christ;
and therefore St. Paul’s words prove his belicfof
the real presence.
rearders that Catholics use a white wafer instead of
common bread, in order to remove the appearance
of bread, which would be too visible an argument
against their doctrine, is too visibly false and rid-
iculous to merit scrivus refutation. ~ He knew that
i was not ane for any such reason; and he would
have hard work 1o prove that a while wafer looks
any more hike the body of Christ than common

bread.
If ‘Cransabstantiation were invented by the
Pope, Los comes itthat the Greek Church teaches
“or Mr. White took care to tell us long ago,

it

thatthe Greeks never acknowledged the Pope, |

and therefure be caannot suppose that ticy would
adopt his inventions.

We bate shown that the Grels did w huow

il Transubstantation.

How could a

Mr. White’s no'e, telling his.,

, ledze the Pope up to the ninth century ; and if M.
White means to pretend that Transubstantiation is ||
of later introduction, it rests with him to shew how i
the Greek Church camu  to embrace it; and also 'l

f how the Ethiopians, Armenians,and others, should |

*professit, who separated from the Pope much car- |

lier. ‘The well-known fact that these caly Ne-t

paratists have ever behieved in ‘Transabstantiation |,
iincibly proves that itis no doctrine invented by |
~any Pope, but taught from the beginning from no
other source than Divine vevelation, l‘,
Mr. White's last attack is the most dishonour- |}
able, and withal the woakesthe has made against
‘Fransnbstantation. Y

“The presence,”  he says, il
“jg so material, that if a mouse cats up part of the |
concecrated hread, it certainly cats the boldy ot |

FClwist,™ und this he calls *‘unr wost arreverent

Janguage.”?  Let hisveadeisbe well assured, that |

(the irreverence is all Lhisewn, andthat of the poor !

,ohjectors from whom Le s copred it,  No Catho- l:

ic ever thought <o irrevaently, it is an old objec-

“tion which Mr. White his scen refuted over and

-over again, in all our books of divinity. He las;
heen dishenourable enough tobring forth the ob- ",

jection and suppress the answer, to charge us with

“the irreverent Janguage of our_opponents, and to

withhold our own reply.”  “See,” said St. Aug

ustine, by what arguments humon weakness scchs
to contridict Divine Omniportence.”  *“We should
inot believe in Christ himself, if we were tobe mo-
ived by the scoffs of Paganism.” Wo answer,!
ithen, toall such objectors: “‘You err, not know-|

“ing the Scriptures, nor the power of God:” we;

jdeny that the body of Clilst iu the Blesssed Sa-

:crament can suffer any indiguity, such as being|

fdeuoured by mice or turned to corruption. It was,

liable to these things while ina state of mortality; .

‘bnt being now risen from the dead, it cannot suﬂ‘cr‘;

'any more; it isin a glorified state, impassablc and,

rincorruptible, flence, no kind of indignity affects

the body of Christ in the Euchanst, but enly falls
upon the specics or outward accidents, under which
it is concealed. ‘Thus vanish all Mr,White’s
proundless assertions about the Catholic belicfin

|

The next point of our Faith which Mr. White
attacks is Purgutory. His larger work sy s Jittle
iaboutit. 1lie has ¢ fourish about those five sa-
craments which the Catholic Church s ever held
fromn the beginning,. and which Protestants have
rejected, and he anwses himself with callin them
Ruman sacraments.  Lrluckily for Mr, White’s
,witty designation, itis well known to him that they
“are not Roman sacraments alone, but held now,
as they ever have heen, by the Greeks Armenians,
Ethiopians, and Coptic Cfm’slians; and this puts an
.end at once 1o his attempt to cal] them, in derision,
. Romun sacraments. Fhe «Preservative,” as us- )
,ual, first gives an erroneous account of the Cat-
‘holic  doctrine of purgatory, and then derides

!

Cathnlics are taught, if we are to take Mr
“White's account, that the Pope has the power to
frelieve or release the souls in Purgatary, by means
of mdulgences. 1le calls Purgatory “the offspring
;;of Roman Catholic {ralition;” and says that “¢ra-
. ditivn alone must bave been Lrought to the aid of
1 Purgatory.”  Adso that theidea of Purgatory was
'[ first produced by the notion that pain and suffering
'ihave the power of pleasing God. Would itnot
\have been far more creditable in Mr. White to
'state our doctrine fairly, and to oppose it with hon-
jourable argumeni.? There is some excuse for their
,misstating our doctrines, who have never leard

filhem but from prejudiced and illiberal reporters,
{but we can find nothing to extcnuate misrepresen-
iftation in » man whose profession obliged him to
!hnow them thotoughly,  Qur belief coucemning!
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purgatory is simply this:  <‘Thatthere isa Purga,
ory : and that the souls therein detained are helpes

by the suffcringes  of the iuthful.”
‘I'o be continued

On the Epphany, a Hymo at Lauds.
O SOLO MAGNARUM URBIUM!

JUANSLATED.

Sare Bothilem blest ' what cuy proud snay vie
With thee unmatehed i regai digmity

Thee iean'n preferedoand sole ordain'd to sce
Great Nature's Lord, man’s Saviour, born in thee.

T.0* ascuing forth serone, with purer ray
Than ¢ or had shed the radient orb of day.
The star predicted wond'rous pemts the road
Aud guides the Magi to th' incaruate Gud.

Before hum stemght ther prostrate homage paid,

"I hear gadts, my sterious brought, these text disphay 'd
Gold. fraahantencc and sastreh ; wineh o design’a
The Kang, the God and Saviour of wankind.

The traibmtary pold, as to therr Kmg; 5

As 1o ther God they fragrant ancence brng :

Pl embaluing wy rrh the Savious’s death express d
‘Lhe triple gt their three-fold fwth profess’d.

Jesus, whose star foretold, this day has shone ;
And to th’ ¢xpectmg natinns made thee knowan 5
Thee, Father, and thy spirit, oncan three ;
May all thy creatures praise eturnally !

AMEN,

The Hymn at Compline.
TE LUCIS ANTE TERMINUM,
TRANSLATED.

Agam, before the close of day,
Creator now we humbly pray,

‘I'hat with thy wonted Mary’s care
‘hou guard'us from each hostile snare

All dreams d:spel, and phantoms vuin
Jo ought that tend our minds to stain ;
The foc repress . and ever pure

Our bodies, as our minds sccure !

Mast pracious Father, deign to heoar
With Christ, thine cqual son, our pray’c :
Who with the holy ghost and thee

Doth live and reign eternally..
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