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- SEcRETARY'S OFFICE,

- (Translation.)

~ my mission.
~ have omitted, [ shall copsider it my duty to furnish it forthwith,

of the vessel not being completed before that day.

| them for five days, came to an anchor in the Bay of Pla.xsance, opposite:]

- nptables and the fishermen belonging to the Island, who expressed:
satisfaction in learning that the
' afford them and the other fishermen of the Gulf of St. Lawrence th

6V lctori?e; ,

RETURN

To AN Appress from the Leglslatlve Assembly of the 27(:}1 ultlmo, for
Oopleq of any Report or Reports made by Captain Fortm or persbn
in command of the Vessel despatched by the Government in 1852, to
protect the Fisheries in the Gulf of the River St. Lawrence,

By Command,

A. N. MORIN, .
Secretary.,

Quebec, 4th May, 1853.

Quzskc, 1644 February, 1853

S1r,—I have the honor to transmit to you herew1th my Report on the Flshenesf
of the Gulf of St. Lawrence.

I believe that I have touched upon the most important oints connected vnth ,
If, however, Government should require any information which I may

i

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient and humble: servant

‘ (Signed,) . FORTIN, J. P
The Hon. A. N. Morin, e

Provincial Secretary,

REPORT.
Cruise of the O’Oast-guard Schooner ¢ ALLuNcn.” :
We were quite unable to leave Quebec before the 15th J une, the equxpmen

The crew of the schooner was composed of a captain, first and second matei
and ten seamen,. All wore seamen’s uniform.

The schooner carried two guns, and was otherwise armed. ‘

After leaving Quebec, I touched at Kamouraska and at Percé, in order Lt b
sworn in as a J ustice of the Peace for the Districts of Kamouraska and: Gaspéi

From. Percé we proceeded to the Magdalen Islands, and having cmélﬁed (s

e tradj

posts on Amherst Island. I went ashore, and was fortupate enough to': 't

Canadian Government had at length
which they had so long solicited, on account of their remote situation at

aence of any military or police force whatever, at these dlﬁ‘erent plhces.
CA
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They expressed a hope, moreover, that this protection would be continied to

them every ycar. ‘ - ‘
I collected at this place very useful information relative to the fisheries which

-are carricd on at the Magdalen Islands.
At the time of our arrival, the herring fishery was over. ‘
" More than a hundred schooners, almost all belonging to the United States had
been engaged in that fishery. i ‘ ‘

Many disorders commonly take place during the herring fishery. As there
exists in a manner no judicial or other authority in the Island, the foreign fisher- .
men commit many depredations, make themsclves masters of everything, and fre-

uently drive away our fishermen from the stations which they had made choice of - .
in Amberst Harbour, which is very small; so that many schooners are compelled to .
remain outside, where they are exposed to accidents. ‘ .

The fisherics which are carried on, on the coasts of the Magdalen Islands, are
the Herring, the Cod, and the Seal Fisheries. o

Fish always abounds there, but nevertheless, it sometimes happens that it
entirely fails. ‘

" The inhabitants of the Magdalen Tslands are almost all employed in carrying on
fishing, and according to the information which I obtained, they are poor, although
the Islands are situated most advantageously for fishing and for the trade in fish.

I shall advert hereafter to the means suggested to me, and the best adapted in
my opinion to procure the development in our country of that branch of industry,
which is among our neighbours in so flourishing a condition. ‘ :

On the 3rd July we left the Magdalen Islands, and two days after we cast
anchor in the Bay ¢ la Frégate de Matchiatick, on the coast of Labrador.

I proceeded with Captain Talbot to visit two permanent Seal Fisheries and one
Salmon Fishery in the River Etamamu, ‘ ‘

Availing ourselves of the first fuvorable wind we sailed from Matchiatick, coast-
ing along towards the north-cast, and lay to at several ports, as will be seen in the
Journal kept by me on board, and which I transmit herewith.

On the 18th we cast anchor in Blancs Scblons Bay. ;

I devoted ten days to visiting the ports on Blanes Sablons Bay, and the Bay of
Brador, 5 miles distant to the west.

In the Bay were 49 schooners engaged in Cod-fishing.  Seven belonged to the
Magdalen Islauds, ten to the United States, and the remainder to Nova Scotia and
the other British Provinces.

From the Bay of Brador, where I fell in with fificen schooners, I procceded to
Bonne Espérance, situated ten leagues to the west of Blancs Sublons Bay. :

I' found 29 schooners, all belonging to the United States, at anchor in Salmon
Bay, a mile to the east of Bonne Espérance. |

From the last mentioned place we proceeded to St. Augustin, where we were ‘l‘
detained a few days by fogs and contrary winds. ‘ ‘ |

The scason for the Mackarel Fishery having arrived, I gave the necessary .
orders, so as to be present during its continuance on that part of the coast of Labra- -
dor, where the fishermen of the United States, according to the treaty of 1818,
between Great Britain and the United States, relative to the Fisheries, are not
entitled to fish within three miles of the shore. And it is on 'that part of the coast
that the Mackarel is most abundant. ‘

On 7th August we entered Mingan harbour, without having found any schooners”
belonging to the United States. On the same day, about 6 P. M., the sloop of war -
;;JD%astatwn,” and the Brigantine “ Arrow,” its tender, came also to an anchorin

e bay. L . : , oo
_ On the following day, I went on board the sloop, and had the advantage of meet- *
ing Commander Campbell, with whom I had a long conversation relative to the best -

2




~ schooners, belonging to Nova Scotia.

_informed me that the Erevious year more than fifty schooners: frém“thé‘Ur‘lu’fé%di‘f%
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‘means to be adopted for the protection of the Fisheries, and in. conformity-with my-, =
orders, I placed the Canadian vessel at his disposal. CraTT it

W

. The next day one of the Officers of the sloop brought‘me‘a letter, of which the
following is a copy :— ‘ o , NS

Her Masesty’s S. S., “ DEvasTaTion.? -
‘ ‘ - Minaav, 8th August; 1852

S1r,—It would materially strengthen my arran(giements' for the protection of "'
the Fisheries on the coast, if, consistently with your orders, you could cruise between ' :*
Mingan anl the Bay of Seven Islands, till the 20th instant. . ;

T am informed that American fishing-vessels may now be expécted td‘/aliriy"é in’ -
great numbers, and that the last named ﬁay isavery favorite rendezvous with them,. ' :
~ T have also reason to belicve that the coast about St. John’s' river is much'fre- -
quented by them. . ' L
" ' Should it be in your power to be at or about the Bay of Seven Islarids on’
Saturdays and Sundays, till the expiration of the time specified, I may have.the ad- .7
vantage of again falling in with you and receiving such information for the benefi £
the service upon‘whic% we are mutually employed as you may be enabled to give,
‘ I have the honor, to be, T
Sir, : co
Your most obedient servant, - ' L
(Signed,) '+ C. CAMPBELL, *“' .
‘ ‘ Commander, *
Dr. Fortin, ‘ ‘ R
- &, &c., &c, o SR

¢ Alliance.” B B

'On the 10th I received a visit from Commander Campbell, and stated to him' . -
that I should be guided by his arrangements. He advised me to hoist a pennant; .
such as vessels of war carry, in order to shew what my vessel was, and inspire more
respect. , L o L ¥, :
" On the 11th we left Mingan in order to cruise upon the Coast. ‘We saw no
Foreign schooners at the mouth of St. Johns River. T
We fell in with six which were fishing on the Mingan Bank, six leagues from
shore. C ‘ : Lo e
. On the 15th we entered the Bay of Seven Islands. There were ‘ogly“twc;

dson Bay

I landed, and met Mr. Henderson, the Agent, at the Hu

| on Bay Cofnpany’s
Trading-post, who was greatly pleased at the arrival of the cruiser, ¢ Alliance;?” and:*

States had anchored in the Bay to’ fish for mackarcl. "The fishermen of thatinatic
beingsuperior in number, insulted him, carried off his firewood 'and set fir thesd s
fences which inclose the buildings belonging to the Company, and the! fite. ‘would
have inevitably extended to the store which then contained a’gréat quant :
goods, if it had not been stopped by the exertions of Mr. Henderson and his mién
We returned to Mingan, and on the 22nd August entered ‘a 'second time, th
Bay of Seven Islands. I learned that an American schooner had comie thi
fish, but hearing that the cruiser, “ Alliance” was upon the Coast, had sheered
I did not fall in with Coinmander Campbell'in the Bay of Seven Tslands;*as
had led me to expect in his letter, although we did not leave the last mientioned
place before the 28th August. R T i
On, the 29th, we were at Mingan; .and the Mackerel ‘Fishery being*
resolved to make sail, with.the first favorable wind, for the eastein part’
with a view of visiting those posts which I had not yet seen: <. "
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~ On the 8rd September we set sail, touched on the 5th. at Matchiatic, and on
the 8th cast anchor in the Bay of the Hsquimaux du Petit Macatina. . K
The next day three persons occupying permanent Seal-fishing establishments,
- named Pierre Thibault, André Wells dit Gallibois and Louis Coulomb, came on
board to lay a complaint against James Mauger, who had, in 1848,-established
‘himself on Great Gull Island of Petit Macatina. - N
‘ Their complaint was in these terms :— o S
¢Tn the year 1845, Mr. James Mauger came to Gull Island to fish for Seals,
‘without inquiring of the inhabitants of Little Macatina, whether it would be inju-
rious to them. o - :
, “The fishery being ended, we discovered that he did us great injury. We
" went to him and inquired, in the presence of witnesses, whether %ua was disposed to
- quit. We promised to assist him in conveying his tackle and fishing-hut to another
place. He answered us, that nothing but the law would induce him to remove,

“From that time we have continued to suffer. Last year we went to him and
offered him money, but the amount which he demanded was too high. . We are on
the point of abandoning our fishing-grounds, becanse we can no longer live on them, .

Mr. Manger interrupts the passage of the Seals, and entirely changes t!.eir
direction. ' We can prove this by witnesses who are at hand, and who have fished at
the Petit Macatina. ‘

« Tt is full time that the law should come to our aid ; for our fishing tackle is
wearing out, and we are destitute of the means of renewing it. Our families are
suffering. We hope, for a decision as early as possible, in order that, if Mr. Mavger
is to move away, we may carry on our fishing, and if he is to remain, we may look.

- for other fishing-grounds. -

(Signed,) « PIERRE THIBAULT,
L « ANDRE WELLS dit GALLIBOIS. -
« «LOUIS COULOMB.

~ On the 8th September, James Mauger being present, the complainants produced
witnesses who proved, that, in reality, since Mauger had been established on the -
* Gull Islands, the Seals no longer entered the fishing-grounds of the Petit Macatina.
. James Mauger produced no witnesses. . BT ‘
“ I considere thgt the best course to be pursucd was to cause the locality to be
_visited by experienced persons. I therefore told the complainants to make choice .
of an Arbitrator, (eapert) and James Mauger to select another, and intimated that *
at ‘'my return from the Blancs Scblons Bay, these two Arbitrators, with whom
Caitain Talbot would be joined, would visit all the inlets of the Gull Island, and
make a Report which I would transinit to Government. I
It was quite impossible for us to sail before the 15th from Esquimaux Harbor
the wind having always been foul. - o - ’
On the 18th we came to an anchor in Blancs Sablons Bay, having touched at
- Bonne Lspérance. C ‘ - Do Lo
~ All the schooners had left the bay to fish further to the eastward.. On the
22nd we returned to Esquimaux Harbor. ‘ B
~ On the 27th I proceeded with the Arbitrators to wvisit the inlets of the Gull
Istand, where James Mauger is established. On the 28th the Arbitrators made |
‘their Report, which I transmit to Government. I
- On the 29th we left Esquimaux Harbor, and kept along shore, and I shortened -
8ail at all the posts which I'had not visited, ‘ .
On the 4th October we cast anchor, for the third time, in Blancs Sablons Bay.
. _On the 8th we weighed anchor, and touching at several ports on the -coast,
made sail for Quebec, where we arrived on the 22nd October, 1852. -

L]
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o Coast of Labrador. L,
What is generally designated in Canada as the Coast of Labrador, comprisesithie
Kina’s Posts, the Seigniory of the Mainland of Mingan, and.that part-of the: coast,
which extends from the eastern limits of that Seigniory to Blanc. Sablons'Bay, -
%ast%rn boundary of the Province of Canada. This bay is about 800:leagues-fr
Juebec. ‘ ‘ ‘ T A
The King’s Posts are leased by the Government to the Hudson’s Bay Companys;
and extend to the eastward as far as the Cape and River of Cormorants. "~ "%
“The Company has trading posts at several places, and carries on’ fisheries in'all
¢he rivers where the salmon ascend. The most important, is the River Moisie, six
leagues east of the Bay of Seven Islands. This yields about 200 barrels salmon
the year. The mackerel abounds on this Coast, from the Seven Islands to Mingany
' The fishermen from the United States used to carry on a successful fishery-
here; but, last year, thanks to the presence of the schooner, Alliance, not:asingle
‘vessel belonging to the United States has caught fish here. . ../~ A
The Seigniory of the main land of Mingan extends from Cape ' Cormorant’
to the River Gagnish. o o " S
This seigniory was granted on the 25th February, 1661, to Frangols Bissot, " .
The Title runs thus:--- ‘ CLE R ey
% The Terra Firma of Mingan, conceded on the 25th February, 1661, by the
Company, to the Sieur Frangois Bissot, of the River of the main land of ‘Minga
sommencing at Cape Cormorant on the North Shore, and running to Grand
Bay in the direction of the Esquimaux, where the Spaniards. commonly fish, by
iwo leagues in depth.™® . ﬂ L ]
"This Seigniory is also leased by the Seigniors to the Hudson’s Bay Company,
The most considerable Rivers.are the St. J ohn, the Mingan, and the Natash-
quan, which together yield about 800 barrels of salmon yearly.  ~ ~  ° o
It is at the entrance of the River Natashquan, where the cod is most abundant'
in the Spring, that the schooners which' frequent the Coast of Labrador commence
their fishery. ‘ S ‘ ; L
© That part of the Coast which extends from the River Gagnish to Blancs:Sablons’ |
Bay is most important. It is on the numerous Isles and Islets in the neighbourhood ./,
of this Coast, that the greater part of the fishing establishments for the stationar
‘Seal fishery are situated. . ‘ ‘ D,
These Islands and Islets, together with those opposite Mingan, were gran
under the denomination of the Fief and Seigniory of ‘the Islands and Istets of Min=
gan, on the 10th March, 1676, to Messieurs Louis de Lalande, the younger ‘and
Louis Joliet, = - ‘ : : ; - Lo
I have been enabled to procure the following information relative; to
Seigniory. L : - ‘ L L e T
" In 1772, the proprietors leased it for fifteen years to Messrs. Thomas Dunn

TN

gross

I Ty

* and William Grant, on consideration of their paying three per cent. on the:
produce of their fishery. C R
In 1807 a company composed of Messrs. Richardson, Woolsey, Lymburn

purchased this Seigniory at Sheriffs sale at Quebéc. ‘ S
They caused the stationary Seal-fishery to be carfied onfor & few- ¥ i\?g,

the Seals having considerably diminished in number on the coast, they gavep
fishery, after selling the best posts, those of la Zubaticre and the Bay of Brador'
the late Mr. Robertson of la Tubatiére, for the sum ‘of £500. o
" The gredter part of the Company’s inen settled at the posts whére they:

been employed. Since that period many foreigners have tried the fisheries
finding them good, remained as settlers. '~ e
The only Seigniory on the mainland of this part of the coast isﬂlat
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It was conceded to Amador Godfroy, Esq., of St ‘Paul, on the 20th March
1706, and comprises five leagues in front on each side of the River St. Paul, Qult-
zaqui, or Grand River, by ten leagues in depth. The Company of Rlchardson, &e.,
- purchased this Sexgmory also in 1807 ‘at Sheriff’s sale at Quebec. .
: Messrs, Nathaniel and Phxhp Lloyd, proprietors of this Selgmory, pald £33 6s. -
‘ ‘8d to Recelver Caldwell for qumts ‘

A STATEMENT OF THE SETTLEMENTS oN THE CoOAST OF LABRADOR, SHEWING THE
SITUATION, THE OCCUPANT AND THE REVENUE, &C. OF EACH.

River Coacoacho. ‘

Salmon Fxshery-—Occupant, Augustin Boulanger. -

This fishery was formerly carried on by the Hudson’s Bay Company

Xavier an(iY Olivier Rochette, brothers, settled here, and, at a subsequent perxod
~ sold their rights to the actual occupant.

The Indians come down this River. :
of £{& Boulanger has sold furs obtamed by trading with the Indians, for the sum
0 50. - ‘
Total produce of the fishery, 34 barrels of Salmon.

Population, 8 men, 1 woman, 3 children.

Pomts Mistassind and Marrashinaski Uetween Wolfe Bay and Cape Whittle. o

Salmon Fishery established by Captain Talbot in 1850,
Produce of the fishery, 11 barrels of Salmon.

Point of La Grosse Isle Wapitigan,

Salmon and Seal Fishery, established by the same person in 1850. .
‘Produce of the fishery, 5 barrels Salmon, 80 Seals. :

Island of St Vallier de Matckiatick.

Seal Fishery established by Joseph Tano'uay and Ambroise Goulette, ‘
5 Pierre Blais and Sam. Robertson purchased their rights in 1851, for the sum of
£150.
- Produce of the fishery, 60 Seals.
Populauon, 3 men, 1 woman, 8 children.

Island of St. Joseph of Motchiatick.

| Seal Fishery established in. 1846, by Xavier and 01w1er Rochette. =~
. Produce of the fishery, 150 Seals. ‘
Populauon, 4 men, 2 women, 11 children. .

Rwer Etamamu

* Salmon Fxshery—-Occupants Edward Hamel and Michel Blamb
‘ Produce of the fishery, 80 barrels of Salmon. :
* . Value of the produce of their hunting, £80.
Populatxon, 3 men, 1 woman, 2 children.

‘6.




.+ Pointe & Morier:to'the southi west of Watagheistic. Bay,,

Seal and Salmon Fisheryﬁddchpént,.ilégﬁ:Hgmel.A e
Produce of the fishery, 6 barrels of Salmon. * . o
« ‘ O i

v

L . % 50 Seals,
Value of the produce of the hunting, £50, .
Population, 2 men, 1 woman, 2 children.. ‘ . -

o ' Grosse Isle of Watagheistic, .
Seal and Salmon Fishery—Occupant, J. B. Fortier."
Produce of the fishery, 6 barrels of Salmon.
“. to ¢ 60 seals.
Value of the produce of the hunting, £100.
Value of Seals shot, £100. o - AT
Population, 8 men, 1 woman, 8 children. o g

. . River Natagomu. ‘ C
Seal Fishery, established 16 years since, by Thomas Colar.
- Produce of the fishery, 50 Seals. . - ‘ -
Value of the produce of the hunting, £60. ‘ C o
Value of Seals shot, £60. L i
 Thomas Colar carries on a trade with the Indians who come .down the River,
Population, 8 men, 1 woman, 6 children. - o Lo

Islond of Little Macatinna—Havre a1a Croix. -~ = '/
Picrre Pévéreau, Cooper, established since two years. ‘ . o
Population, 1 man, 1 woman, 2 children. - ‘ SR

1

Island of Little ‘Macatinna—-Point‘e au Pot, (one mile to the L’astward%) -
Seal ‘Fishery—-—occpipant, Louis Coulomb. ' - . B B
This fishery was established in 1882, by Charles Robitaille, who sold his ’,",h
to Edward Morisette, the first husband of Louis Coulomb’s wife. N

Produce of the fishery in' 1847, 215 ‘seals. = '
113 o !

“Tases, g1«
« « 1849, 25 « o
« . « 1850, = 0 ¢« ‘ A :
. “ 1851 10 «

* Population, 8 men, 1 woman, 5 children.

Iiland. of Little Macatinna, Bsquiniass Bag, (4 of a mils North of the last’s

Seal Fishery, established by Charles Robitaille—Occupant, Andrew Wells

Gallibois, from 8 to 11 years past. o C D
Produce of the fishery in 1847, 156 seals. ‘ .

¢ ' “« '1848, 100 ¢ - B S

o ¢ 1849, 52 « SR
113 113 1850 \4 15 ) '
« « 1851, 11 «

Population, 2 men, 1 woman, 4 childfen. -




Tstund f Little Macatinna, (4 tnile North froim the list mentioned post)
An ancient Post of the CdﬁipaxjyﬂfOccxipént, Pierre Thibault, for 18 yedrs past.
Produce of the ﬁsh‘ery in 1847, 187 sedls. o

13 o ¢

71848, 40 «.
« w1849, 27T -
w0 w1850, Q¢
“ Lo« 1851, 15 ¢

The diminution of the produce of these three last mentioned fisheries is not
unreasonably imputed to the fact that James Mauger spreads his, nets in the inlets
between the Gull Islands of . PetitMacatinna. ~ Their fisheries were, as may be per-

. ceived, in 1847, very considerable, and since that time they scarcely pay the labor

of carrying it on. ' . : o
The three fisheries of Little Macatinna, situated near to each other, are not

"combined, because as the coast lies North and South, the Seals which come. from
the East resort eitherto the one or the other of these fisheries, as it-may chance.

Population, 2 men, 1 woman, 5 children.

Great Gull Island du Petit Macatinna,

Situated about 8 miles East from the last mentioned ﬁsheries—‘—Occupanf, J ames
Mauger, established since 1848, ‘ ‘

Produce of the fishery in 1848, 55 seals,
114 13

1849, 9 «
“ “« 1850, 11 «
“ 7 1851, 92 ¢«

Population, 2 men, 1 woman, 5 children,

Litile M{zcdtiﬁna River.
Two individuals named Bélanger and Bussiére are settled at this Rive# for the

purpose of hunting. .
Value of the produce of their hunting, £150.
Population, 2 men, 1 woman, 2 children.

Whale's Head Island (West) du Petit Macatinna.

Seal Fishery established by Michel Kentz in 1844.
Produce of the fishery, 35 Seals. :
e “ 100 quintals of Cod.
- Population, 6 men, 1 woman, 3 children.

it

Whale's Head Island (Bast) du Petit Macatinna.

Seal Fishery established by Edouard Gauthier in 1841—Occupants, Samuel and
John Robertson of la Tulatiére. They purchased the rights of Edouard Gauthier,
in 1851, for the sum of £900. ‘ ' ‘ '

Produce of the fishery, 800 Seals. ‘

William Tucker is fishing-master for the occupants.

+ Population, 5 men, 1 woman, 2 children.




Mut

Salmon Flshery:--Occupant Ben{amm Reed for 8 years past.
‘Produce of the ﬁshery, 80. barrels of Salmop. S
Populatxon, 2 men, 1 ‘woma, ; 6 children, -~ | B

.—..—-'—_

Northern, Tilet of the Islands af the mtmawe qf Mutton Bay. . e

- Seal Fishery—Occupant, James Cannon, resxdmg in Red Bay of La Tabat@éra.
Produce of the fishery 80 Seals. \ o
Population, ‘2 men, 1 woman, 6 children, A o ‘

Long Poznt o Mutton Bay., = b
* A former post of the Company, Salmon and Seal Flshery estabhshed by J ohn
Hawkins, in 1823—Occupant, Jean Vallerand for 8 years past. ‘
‘ Produce of the ﬁshery 50 Seals.

‘ ‘ 10 barrels of Salmon, N o
Populatlon, 3 men, 1 woman, 3 children. - S L

Anotlm .Post in Muttcm Ba y, one mile North of the preceding.

oo ' Seal Flshery——Occupants, the children of —— Giguére ; ﬁshmg—master—- ;

Alexander Hawkins. ‘
Produce of the fishery, 30 barrels of Salmon. S
Populatmn, 1 man, 4 chxldren. ‘ | o

Great Mdaan’nna (Main Lom&l) i I o ‘
Seal Fishery established by Frangois Michel, in. 18 TR
Produce of the fishery, 26 Seals.
Value of the produce of his hunting, £30.
Populatlon, L'man, 8 children. = |

ILsland at the entrance of the Great Maoatmnaf ;:

: Seal Fishery, established in 1851, by Louis Paquet:te dxt Lavaﬂée, resﬂmg :
Schooner Bay (la Baie des Groélettes).
‘ Produce of the fishery, 56 Seals.
Populanon, 3 men, 1 ‘woman, 2 children,

} ‘w [ o
Grand Isle of the Great Macatmna.

 Seal F1she1‘y, established in 1848 by Hilaire Gaumond.
Produce of the fishery, 800 Seals, ~ .
Population, 7 men, 1 woman, 6 chleren.

'

Ancwnt Post qf' La Tabatzére.

 Seal Fishery—Occuptit, Laurent Ga’lhbms, Tor 15 years past
Produce of the fishery, 80 Seals: -

1

‘Populatlon, 2 men, 1 woman, 2 children.
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o . La Tabatz’é}*e. g o . ‘

‘This fishery, the most important on the coast, comprises twelve Islands and:

Islets. ‘ AR ‘ L L .
- Proprietors, Samuel and John Robertson, the sons of the late Samuel Robertson.
This fishery has been divided into two parts for eight years past. Samuel has

| | the fishery at McKay, to the north, and John that at La Tabatiére.

Produce of the fishery at McKay, 1,300 Seals.

Produce of the fishery at La Tubatiére, 700 Seals.

They employ 24 men. ‘ : ‘ S

The fishing-tackle, consisting of nets, cables, anchors, &c., cost more than

- £2000. N

- - Mr. Samuel Robertson, last year, opened a store at La Tabatiére ; he sold more

.than £300 worth of Salmon, in 1852. o
Population, 80 men, 8 women, 18 children.

Salt Lake (Lac Salé), 3 miles to the cast of La Tabatiere.

Seal Fishery—Occupant Chatles Bilodeau for 18 years past.
Produce of the fishery, 200 Seals.
Population, 8 men, 2 women, 4 children.

Kilapoé.
~__ Seal. Fishery—This post was conceded by the Company to Louis Lessart, who .
sold it, in 1838, to James McKannon. In 1839 Edourd Gaulticr established himself -
at the Red Islands, situated abouta mile to the east. It is through the passage be-
tween those Islands that the Seals enter the fiishing ground of ﬁikapoé, the pro-
duce of which diminished so considerably, as soon as the nets were spread at the Red
Islands, that McKannon was obliged to give £200 to the occupant of the Islands, to
induce him to leave the passage open. : ‘
Produce of the fishery, 200 Seals.
- Population, 3 men, 2 women, 7 children.

Whale’s IIéad, Kikapoé.
Seal Fishery, established. in 1844, by Jean Legouvé.
‘Produce of the fishery, 250 Seals.
Populstion, 4 men, 1 woman, 4 children,
Jean Legouvé has established a trading-post on the River St. Augustin.

St. Augustin,

Salmon and' Seal Fishery. o

181;%oprietors, Andrew and Matthew Kennedy, who purchased of the Company -
Produce of the fishery, 130 Seals. ‘ ‘

“ “ 200 barrels of Salmon. ‘ X

Population, 10 men, 8 women, 11 children. - K

,Bay of the Portage (nearChicataca.)

Seal Fishery—Occupant, Philippe Lebrock, of Blancs Sablons Bay.
Produce of the fishery, 800 Seals. S ‘

10




-  River of & dugustin, o
Robert Shelter and Michael Allen are. established on this River, and
hunting and trading. o L ‘ o
- - Population, 2 men, 1 woman, 4 children.
| Dog Iand (Isle au Chien,) =~ .
~ Salmon and Seal Fishery—Occupant, Thomas Rale.
- Produce of the fishery, 5 barrels of Salmon.
[13 . '

| T 780 Seals. NI
- Population, 8 men, 1 woman, Co ‘ R Kt

carry o’

Y

e
e —

Old Fort Island, (Isle du Vieux Fort.) o

Samuel Robin, established for 14 years past, carries on the Cod Fishery.
Produce of the fishery, 80 quintals of Cod. ‘ : -
Population, 8 men, 1 woman, 8 children. -

Burnt Islands, (Tles Brulées.) "

Seal Fishery—Occupant, Léger Lévesque dit Lafrance, established for 11 yeafs -
past : : s ) ,‘ PR

.Pr?duce of the fishery, 100 Seals. \ Co
¢ R

« 50 quintals of Cod. B
Population, 5 men, 1 woman. ‘

o ~ River St. szl.: , e e
Salmon Fishery—Proprietor, Louis Chevalier, whose grandfather, ‘Philippe * -

hevalier, purchased this post from the proprietors of the Seigniory of St. Paul, "
Produce of the fishery, 80 barrels of Salmon, - Co S
Population, 8 men, 1" woman, 2 children. ~* | ‘

1

Pointe d la Perche, opposite to River St. Paul.

Salmon Fishery—Occupant, John Godard, for 20 years past.
Produce of the fishery, 10 Barrels of Salmon,
Population, 8 men, 1’ woman, 2 children.

‘ ' Bonne Espérance. = R
 Seal Fishery—Occupant, William Shaw, for 20 years past.
Produce of the fishery, 120 Seals,
“ “ 20 quintals of Cod. ‘
Population, 5 men, 1 woman, 4 children. :

. | " Sabnon Bay, (Baie des Saumons.)
Salmon Fishery—Occupant, J ohn Heward.
Produce of the fishery, 15 barrels of 'Salmon..

Y “ 60 quintals of Cod.
'Population, 4 men, 1 woman, 3 childrens

%
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Salmon Bay, (Baie des Saumons.) ‘
Seal Flshcry—Occupant ‘William Chapman, established these ten years past .
Produce of the fishery, 100 Seals. ‘
“ 180 quintals of Cod.
Populatlon, 5 men, 1 woman, 5 children.

Fishing Island, (Bale des Saumons.)

Seal Fishery—Occupant, James Burke, who purchased this post of Jobn Go-
dard, in 1848, for the sum of £150. |

Produce of the ﬁsher), 60 Seals.
100 quintals of Cod.
Populdtwn 4 men, 1 woman, 5 children.

———

Salmon' Bay, (Baie des Saumons.)

Salmon Fshery, established by Darius Choaker in 1817,
Produce of the fishery, 15 barrels of Salmon.

« 150 quintals of Cod.
Populauon, 4 men, 1 woman, 6 children.

Little Fishery.

Spring Scal- -Fishery—Occupant, Samucl Marsh, established for 20 years past,
Produce of the fishery, 50 Seals.
Population, 2 men.

Five Leagues.
Spring Seal Fishery—Occupant, Samuel Kates and John Griffin, estabhshed
twenty years ago.
Produce of the ﬁshery, 50 Seals.

30 quintals of Cod.
Populatxon, 9 men, 1 woman, 6 children,

Middle Bay.

Peter Hatwood carries on the Cod fishery.
Produce of the fishery, 50 quintals.
Populatxon, 2 men.

Bel Amour,
Spring Seal-Fishery—Occupant, James Burke, established 18 years smce
Produce of the fishery, 50 Seals.

«“ 250 quintals of Cod. &
Populatlon 7 men, 1 woman, 3 children.

Brador Bay. ‘
Spring Seal-Fshery.—Proprictor, Randall Jones, who purchased this post fx'om
- the late Samuel Robertson.
Produce of the ﬁshery, 800 Seals. ‘

150 barrels of Herrings, -

“« “ 150 quintals of Cod.
Populatlon, 6 men, 2 women, 8 chlldren
1




.Basm o the Bay of Brador.

Richard Burke, established 5 years, carries on the Cod Fnshery

Produce of the fishery, 800 quintals of Cod.

Population, 4 men, 1 woman, 8 children, ‘ o L

Samuel Jones has been estabhshed for two years past in the Basm of Brador to 8
carry on the Cod Fishery. ‘ ;

Produce of the fishery, 200 quintals.

Populanon, 4 men, 1 woman, 3 chddren.

- Cook’s. Islzmd

James Starnes, established these two years; carries on the Cod Fishery. o
Produce of the fishery, 250 quintals. D ’ Y
Population, 5 men, 1 woman, 8 children, , B

Island of the Bay y of Brador,

Louis Morency, established 3 years, for the Cod Fishery.
Produce of the fishery, 20 qulntals.
Population, 1 man, 1 woman, 2 children.

Bottom o ﬂze Bay -of Brador.

Spring %al-Fxshery,——-Occup’mt Louis Jongs, these 8 years. BRI
Produce of the fishery, 260 scals. ‘
Population, 3 men, 1 woman, 7 children,

‘?tr

Anse des Dunes, ‘ ,
Spring Seal- -Fishery, established by Thomas Goodchild—Qccupant, Louis La-

badie, son-in-law of the last mentioned person,
Produce of the ﬁshery, 260 Seals.
‘ 50 qmnm]b of Cod.
Populatmn, 6 men, 1 woman, 12 chxldren.

Lon y Point,

Sprmo Seal- Fxshery,—Occupant Phnhppe Lebrocq. ‘ o
‘Produce of the ﬁshery, 500 seals. . C

Long Point, (% mile to the East )

Stephen Estheridge, established 4 years, carrles on the Cod and Seal Fishery R
Produce of the fishery, 50 Seals. ‘

‘ “ 1580 quintals of Cod.
Populatlon, 3 men, 1 woman, 2 children.

Long Point, (mur tlze precediny.)

Charles Dicken, established in 1824.
Produce of the fishery, 70 Scals. ‘
- ¢ " 10 barrels of Salmon,
« ¢ 90 quintals of Cod.
Populauon, 8 men, 1 Woman,l child.
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Long Point.

J. B, Dumas, estabhshed 8 years, carries on the Cod Flshery and followe;'

bunting.

Produce of the fishery, 150 qumtals of Cod.
Value of the produce of the hunting, £100.
Populatlon, 6 men, 1 woman, 2 chi dren.

Small Harbor, (Petit Havre,)
' Establishment for Cod fishing belonging to Edouard Lefebvre of J ersey, formed

80 years since.—Edcuard Vauthier is the Agent

barks.

Producc of the ﬁshery, 1800 quintals of Cod.
17 barrels of Oil.
He employs 52 men, and owns a brigantine of 100 tons, and 17 fishing barks
Establishment of John Syvret of Jersey
Producc of the ﬁshc1 Y, 900 quintals of Cod.
8 barrels of Oil.
He emplo;s 24 men, owns a brigantine of 80 tons, and 10 fishing barks.

Small Harbour.

Establishment of John Nicholson, of New Brunswick.
Produce of the fishery, 400 qumta]s
He employs 9 men, owns a schooner of 70 tons, and 4 fishing barks.

Pot Point, (Pointe au Pbt.)

Spring Scal-Fishery, established by Martin Parent, in 1817,
Produce of the fishery, 800 Seals.
Population, 4 men, 1 woman, 2 children,

Blancs Sablons Bay.
Tistablishment for Cod fishing, belonging to Thomas Lavallée.

Produce of the fishery, 100 qumtals of Cod.
Population, 4 men, 1 woman, 2 children.

Bottom of Blancs Sablons Bay.

Establishment of Philippe Lebroeq, for Cod fishing.
Produce of the ﬁshel ¥, 1700 quintals of Cod.
16 barrels of Oil, -
“ ¢ 100 barrels of Herring.
* Philippe Lebrocq croploys 60 men, and owns two brigantines and 16 ﬁshmg

West Point of 'Wood Island.

Establishment of David LeBouthillier, Brother & Co.
Produce of the ﬁshexy, 1700 qumtals of Cod.

16 barrels of Oil. ‘ ‘ '
Thcy employ 69 men, own a brigantine of 180 tons, and 17 fishing barks.
They have caug,ht 127 Seals

14




‘ : Total population of the whole Coast.
Men, 364.—Women, 62.—Children, 222.
‘ Total P «luce on the whole Coast. | ‘
Sl .os ol srtreeneres reerebebee st s en e 1825

Barrels of ‘Salmon....cccovovniiinnnnn e PR eeeeerras e, - 543

Quintals of Codfish.....ccoviviirinemianireninrvconnnee. o 9480

Barrels of Cod Oile..vveeriiniiniiiininn, SR eens 80

Value of Peltry......... PP DR ... £1070

Value of Produce: ‘

C ‘ : . £ s d :
7825 Seals, at £1 each...... ceeeeen wrerrrrrneerasesieneees 1825 0 0 v
543 Barrels of Salmon, at £3 per bl............ SR - 1629 0 0 -

9480 - Quintals.of Codfish, at 12s. 6d. per cwt....o...... 5922 10 0

80 Parrels of Oil, at £7 10s. per bl .....ccceveeereer. 26000 0
Value of Peltry...coovers cvvvvnniavrnivennieineenne, 1070 0 0

em——

Total value.........£16576 10 0

REMARKS ON THE STATIONARY SEAL FISHERY ON THE COAST OF
LABRADOR. . |

The Phoca or Seal inhabits the Arctic Ocean during the Summer. In the .
month of December it begins to appear in the'Straits of Belle-Isle. It is not, how- "
~ever, before about the 25th December, that it commences its regular progress along.* '
“the coast. Its course is then invariably towards the West, as far as'Cape Whittle; .. "
“On reaching that point, the most of them turn southward, and disperse over the =

-Gulph of 8t. Lawrenee. ‘ 5 T Y
= Towards the month of March, the females bring forth on the floating masses of = -
~jce. - At the beginning of June, the Seal again approaches the coast, and takes his " -
“course eastward, in order to pass out by the Straits of Belle-Isle, and return'to the -
open sea. ‘ : : o N
- P We sce then, that the :Seal has two regular migrations: one in the Autumn
-and another in the spring. ‘ ‘ SRR
" 'The manner of taking the Seal is as follows:— o DR
~  The first thing is to make choice of a point on the Coast, or an inlet between'.
the islets, by which a great number pass annually. Inclosures are made with nets,
-having an opening, which in the autumn, is towards the east, and in thé‘;'sprinig"
towards the west, ‘ o ’ R
- As soon as one or more shoals have entered the enclosure (la péche), a net,
.which had been previously kept at the bottom of the water, at the opening before
mentioned, is rdised by means of capstans. This net completely obstruets the' ene "
_trance, and the Seals canno longer retreat. The fishermen then enter the enclogure
in boats : shots are fired occasionally, the frightened Seals plunge and -are taken in "
_ the meshes of the nets as they endeavour to escape.. ‘ R
The oil is not extracted before the spring. Each Seal yields from six to. :e’ighi:ﬁ‘
gallons of oil, ‘ ‘ o ‘ A
== . The skin is valued at three shillings; on the coast, the Seals ate worth. ofe.
--pound each. =~ . ‘ : SR
"' The number of Seals takén in each fishery is the more considerable’in f)i’é
tion as the fishing-tackle is more complete. t S T
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- For instance, if in a fishery enclosed in a main passage between islets, the pro-

pmetor has nets enough to obstruct the other openings through which the Seals :
might escape, and to place a long one afloat several hundred fathoms at seay he will |

be certam not to lose a single. Sea] .

Al the occupants of the fishing-posts have not the means of procuring the
" necessary tackle, and accordingly there are fisheries which at present yield no more
than £100, w}mh, if well furnished with tackle, would yield £200 or £300.

Others have the means indeed, but hitherto not the courage to use them, fear- -
ing to be interfered with by other ﬁshcrmen, or even to be dis ossessed, ‘ "

The occupants having no titles, live in a state of continual uneasiness.

They all pray that Government will be pleased to grant them titles, securing to
them the possession of the posts with the necessary precmcts ‘

These precincts cannot be the same for all the posts.

The following are the means which I suggest in order to define those precincts,
so that justice may be done to all the occup’mts.

Two of the most experienced fishermen, accompanied by Captain Talbot, will
visit each post. They will make a report to the Magistrates of the precincts which.
the fishing stations should have, and the Mamstreues will be furnisted with blank
licences, which he will sell to the occupants at rates proportioned to the ordinary
produce of each fishery. ‘ VL

This revenue would serve to meet a part of the expenses of the cruiser.

I am convinced that as soon as the occupants shall be certain of being able to
fish without interruption, they will increase their fishing-tackle, and the pxoduce of
the coast in Scals and fish will be considerably mcrease?l also.

D .

Of the Fisheries which are carried on upon the Coast of Labrador.

The stationary Scal and Salmon Fisheries constitute but a very small part of ‘
the immense and inexhaustible riches of this coast.

There are also the great Cod, Mackarel and Herring Fisheries, which every year -
attract to Labrador more than a  thousand schooners from the United States, Nova '
Scotia, and the other British Provinces. !

Of this number, Canada scarcely reckons ten, and even these belong to the |
Magdalen Islands. Not a single one from Quebec or from the Parishes in the
lower part of the River. ;

Nevertheless, we build vessels cheaper than the United States or Nova Seotia,

We have good fishermen and hardy mariners. We can equip and store our
vessels at a lowen rate than it can be done elsewhere. Some inducement then'
is necessary to lead Canadians to embark in an undertaking which is so profit- -
.able and o0 lmportant. : 5

‘ I have had occasion to meet persons engaged in the fish trade who had sent:.
out fishing parties into the Gull of St. Lawrence and they have all assured me.’
that as lonv as our fisheries were not encouracred by a Government Bounty, or by i
a drawback on every article used in the bulldmrr and equipment of fishing ves.
sels, we can never compete on favourable terms with other fishermen.

‘ This is, no doubt, the cause which has hitherto kept back Canadxans from
gathering in their due share of the riches of the Gulf.

-

i fom s

L S5

0 el b2

Trade of the Labrador Coast.

The soil and climate of Labrador are unfriendly to all culhvanon, exceptm

- that of a few potatoes and turnips. ‘
The inhabitants of this coast are compel]ed therefore to °end to Quebec for

|
|

- all éhe provisions which they reqmrc or otherwxsc to purchase them from. the
traders. ‘ ‘ 3

16




- Province every year, and arrive on the Coast of Labrador to carry on a trafﬁc

" from twenty to forty tons, carrying five or six liands each, take possession.of the
islets on which thousands of birds, particularly Penguins and small Divers come
- tolay.
- dians to approach. :

" the wild fowl has greatly diminished.

16 Victorls.

Quebec sends six or seven schooners, who return with hsh Seal and Co&
- 0il, furs, &c., in exchange. :

Nova Scotia sends to the Coast the greatest number of trading vessels.

More than twenty schooners and a brig laden with previsions and produce of
the United States and the Islands, leave the different ports of the last mentioned’

which yields them great profits.

As there are no Ofﬁcers of Customs on the coast, they enter all this produce
without payment of duties.

It is evident therefore that an Officer of Customs is required-‘on the coast
charged with the collection of duties on all articles commg from the Umted States
and the West Indies.

The traders of Canada will then be on a footing of equality Wlth others, and’
be able to compete with them. They will, at the same time, be able to carry on .
.a trade with the rest of the Labrador Coast the population of which. consists of
several thousand souls. :
~ The Officer of Customs w1ll be directed, at the same time, to enforce the Re- |
gulations which may be made to preveut a fraud which the masters of Ametican
schooners often practice, viz: that of fishing on parts of the coast from which
they are by Treaty e\cluded by means of an English register, .

‘The vessel appointed to plotect the fisheries should be on the coast at the
beginning of June, in order to prevent the eggs being carried off. 3 :

This is the method employed in 1ah1ng away the eggs: fifteen schooners, of

The men who remain constantly on the Islands in order to remove the emvs ‘
every day, are armed, and do not permit the inhabitants of the coast, nor the In-

‘These depredations have been committed for t\venty years, and accordmgly

The schooner Alliance not having reached the Coast of Labrador before the
month of July, it was impossible to afford. any protection in this particular. -

The vessel should next proceed to the Macdalen Islands, during the Hemng
Fisher ‘

Tgat fishery terminated, the vessel should return to the Notth Shore, and the‘
Magistrate would devote the necessary time to the demarcation of precincts and
the distribution of licenses at every stationary Seal and Salmon fishing post, ** .

Towards the month of August, the vessel would proceed to cruise betwéen ‘
Mingan and the Seven Islands, to prevent the schooners belontrmg to the Unxted’
States from fishing on that coast.

And now, I have only to express a hope, for the general mterests of
tish subjects, that the Government will take into its serious cons1deranon th,e
subject of the encouragement of our fisheries, and I am not afraid to assert, that
liaving such encouragement and efficient protection, they will, in a short time; .
attain the extent and importance thch they have - already attamed in Nova. Sco--~
tia and the United States. R

“

P. FORTIN

. (Signed,)

- Quebec, 16th Febraary, 1853.




On board the scﬁponer Avrvriance, 28¢h Sepiember, 1853, ° oo

I, Antoinc Talbot, Captain and Pilot of the schooner Alliance, having been

duly sworn as Arbitrator, (Expert) in behalf of Government, declare that I

‘have visited the 1slands, Islets, Rocks, and Inlets of the Gull Islands, and that }

my opinion is as follows :—That Mr.” Mauger, by seiting his nets prevents they

““Seals from entering the western inlets of Great Gull Islands to reach the fisheries

of the Little Macatinna, believing that those are the inlets which would conduet

~ the Seals into the fishing grounds of the Little Macatinna, exactly as the inlets ;

landward of Great Gull Island would do. ‘ ‘ o

I consider that Mr. Mauger does great damage to the proprietors of the fish- |

eries of Little Macatinna. : .
I consider moreover, that all the westward and landward inlets ought to be |

left free for the benefit of the said fisheries. ‘

. (Signed, ANTOINE TALBOT.

PP .

e okt

On board of the schooner Arviance, 28(h September, 1853.

I, Charles Bilodeau, proprietor of the Scal Fishery of Salt Lake, having been :
duly sworn as arbitrator, declare that I have visited the Islands, Islets, Rocks, and |
Inlets of Gull Islands, and that if Mr. Manger lays his nets only on the Point of
Gull Island, which is opposite to a rock lying nearly south-east from it, and if he:
leaves the other inlets free, he will not do much damage to the persons in pos- .

session of the fisheries of Little Macatinna. n
his ‘ ‘
(Signed,) CHARLES 4 BILODEAU.
mark
Witnesses, (Sig‘r‘ned,) Hivamre GaumonT, i
‘ Antoine Tarnsor. y

On Board the Schooner “ Arviance,” Monday, 28th September, 1852..

I, Hilaire Gaumont, proprictor of the Island of Great Macatinna, having been . |

~ sworn as arbitrator, do declare that I have visited the Islands, lslets, Rocks, and- |

Inlets, of Gull Islands, and that the Inlets (passages) of Gull Islands, are necessary- |
for the Fisheries of Little Macatinna. | g
I consider that the shoals of seals passing through the said inlets will proceed. 1
directly to, and fall into the Fisheries of Little Macatinna. ‘ o
My opinion is that Mons. Mauger, by setting his nets in the inlets of Gull Islands:.;

~does considerable damage. to the Fisheries of Little Macatinna. ‘ ‘ g
I do not think the Seals which are once turned back by Mons. Mauger’s nets

. will find their way to the Fisheries of Little Macatinna. O

(Signed,)  HILAIRE GAUMONT.

e )

Queskc, 4th November, 1852.

~ Sir,—I consider. it my duty to.state to. you for the information of His Excel-
lency the Governor General, that in order to afford more efficient protection to our:
important Fisheries in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, a vessel is required, whose sailing ;
is superior to that of all the vessels frequenting the shores of the Gulf for fishing or
trading purposes, : oo .
18
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The schooner < Allian ce,” belonxrmg to Mr Joncas, and chartered by Government
 for the protection of the Fxshemes, did not Justlfy the opinion whmh was entertamed~
© of her sailing.

Having beer built, 1noreover for the coastmo* trade, she was not ada ted to the.
service 1equ1red from her power of sailing, constructlon of rmo'mg, &ec. xperlence
has shewn that many American schooners superior in sailing quahtles and fitted
out for the Mackarel Fishery, which they carricd on until last year, on that part. of
the Liabrador ‘coast where they have not, by Treaty, the right of fishing, might still
come to fish ‘there with full certainty that they would, easlly give the slip. to- the'
¢« Alliance.” =

Since I returned to Quebec, I have consulted men in the professwn a.nd I
recommend the construction of a schooner (clipper-built) of about 100 tons burthen, "
of which I could, in a few days, furnish a model from the moulding-shop of Mr.
Thomas Lee’s shlp yard.

This schooner, which ought to be of the first class, will cost £1250. currency, -
including all accommodatlons, as berths for the officers, cook-roorn, k1tchen, steward’s‘
room, &c., .

The protective service does not rcqulre that this vessel should be aﬁoat more |
than six months in the year. . ‘

'On its return to Quebec the vessel should be hauled into a dry dock, so- that
it would be serviceable for at least twelve years without requiring any repairs to the
hull.  The sails and cordage alone will need to be rencwed, as they are worn out.

The schooner “‘Alliance” has cost the Government, durmg the present year, ‘
including the hire and the various fittings. requisite to equip :her for the service,
ncarly £450 tepresenting a capital of £7500. The interest of £1250, which is the =
probable cost of the proposed schooner, with the necessary annual repalrs, such as = '
painting, cordage, sails, &c., will not exceed £200. ‘

It 1s ev1dent therefore, that Government and the service would be gainers by
the building of a "Vessel sich as I recommend.

Add to this, if our shipyards should turn. out a vessel of superlor speed our ..
ship building would acquire a reputatxon which it has not at present. "

In connection with this subject, I have to add that in my general report, whlch will
be shortly laid before the E‘mcuuve I propose to recommend an Officer of Customs, ..
for the Labrador coast, who, for the advantage of the service, ought to reside on |
board the guard-ship ; and this is an addltwnal -argument. for the bulldmg of a “
vessel with superior sailing quahtles. o

Itis my intention siso to recommend that fishing ] hcenses be granted, Whlch w1ll‘ o
render it incumbent on the Government to afford special protectlon to the persons’ :
receiving them ; and for that purpose the. guard-ship must be such a vessel as will

" be able at any ‘moment promptly to reach. any point on the coast where her pre-‘ ‘
-sence may be required. y
Finally, I may be permltted to remark that the amount derived from theSe‘
licenses, together with that of the customs duties collected on the north' shore, will,
doubtless, exceed the expenses which the guard ship, as' proposed by me, would
entail upon the Government.

I have considered it my duty to make this commumcatlon, in antlcxpatlon of !
of my general Report, in order that, if my plan should be adopted, there may: be‘u,‘ s
more time to carry it into execution, ‘

I have the honor to be, Sir,
‘ Your obedlent servant,

(Signed,)  P. FORTIN, J. P. '
The Hon. A. N. Morin, (Sigaed;) T
Provmcxal Secretary.
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o | QueBEc, 1st February, 1858.

S1r,—I have the honor to present to you an approximate statement of the
expenses of the service of protecting the Fishcries in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, in the.
event of the Steamer ¢ Doris” being employed by Government. .
T also suggest the arrangements which' ought, in the opinion of Captain Boxer,
to be taken in order to cnsure the cfficiency. of both services, o ‘

‘The stecamer will make its usual voyage in the river at the opening of the navi-
gation, to lay down the buoys and anchors. o

On its second voyage, which will take place about the end of May, to supply the
light-houses in the River and Gulf of St, Lawrence with oil, &c., the Magistrate, the
pilot, and the crew of the Magistrate’s boat will go on board. :

The provisions being supplied, the stcamer, instead of returning to Quebec,
will proceed to the Magdalen Islands, where she will cruise during the Herring fishing,
which lasts several weeks. ‘

From the Magdalen Islands the vessel will proceed to the Coast of Labrador,]
along which she will cruise for some time, in order that all Fishermen who may then
have arrived on the coast for the Cod fishing may sce that there is a vessel commis-
sioned to enforce the observance of treaties and to proteet British subjects. ‘

~ The steamer may return to Quebece by the 15th July. ‘

The Magistrate will remain on the coast with Captain Talbot and his barge, with.
a crew of six men.  He will be able to afford all needful protection, and settle an
ifxinlportant question—the definition of the limits of cach stationary Salmon and Seal

shery. :
gommandcr Campbell of the sloop-of-war “ Devastation,” with-two boats 'and
their crews, was able to protect the Bay of Chaleurs and the Bay of Gaspé, while the’
service required the presence of the ¢ Devastation’ on the Coast of Labrador and:
elsewhere. o

The steamer, “ Doris” is now obliged to make a setond voyage to the Gulf of
St. Lawrence, towards the month of August, to visit the light-houses, &e.

In order to the performance of both services, she will sail a little carlier, and"
h‘aving?r made her second visit, will meet the Magistrate on the Coast of Labrador.

The steamer may return to Quebece about the commencement of Qctober.

The Trinity House will employ a pilot-schooner to aid the pilots’ operations to;
the North Channel of the St. Lawrence, and to lay down buoys during the ‘absence’
of the ¢ Doris.” . : -

‘ —— : ¥
ESTIMATE OF EXPENSES.

Coals, vvvt v rreiii e, £150

6 SEAMEN, .vivrriieiiiiirriiiniri e 4 s 103

Captain Talbot’s salary as Pilot, ....cooocvviniiininn, o 125

Unforeseen eXpenses, .....ovveereeeeceiveeeneeeeiininnernennneesnnns 70

Magistrate’s salary, «..ccccovvvnn v, 150

| £600 0 0

- If the Trinity House requires the Government to pay any other expense, thjeré";f
remains £400 of the £1,000 voted by the Legislature for the protection of the Fish:{
eries. o : ‘ A
The expenses of the steamer ‘“ Doris ” will not be increased, because the Captain |

and crew are engaged for the season.: ‘ o -
The steamer ¢ Doris,” cost £1,908 in the scason of 1851,

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

(Signed,)

cocoo
coooo

The Honorable A. N. Morin,
Provincial Secretary.
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~REPORT.

The Committee to which were referred the State of the Fisheries
carried on in the Gulf of St. Lawrence_ and on the Labrador
Coast, by inhabitants of this Province,. ‘the- disadvantages '
under which they labor, the best means of removing the
same and the expediency of Legislative encouragement for
such Fisheries, in what respect and how:—Brec vLEAVE’ TO.

PRESENT THIS THEIR I'irsT REPORT:

Your Committee have given the subject referred to them, and the various
petitions therewith connected, all the attention to which their importance ‘is ‘en-
titled. C . N

To ascertain whether any and what encouragement were granted in the Lower-

- Provinces, to the Fisheries carried on by inhabitants thereof, Your Committee, at"

- the outset of their inquiries, caused circulars to be addressed to certain'of the autho-:
rities in those Provinces from whom they deemed it probable that information -on’
 this head to be relied upon, might be obtained. 'The answers received have been, . -
with one exception, full and satisfactory, some of them containing much 'statistical’ -

- and other very interesting and useful information relating to the Fisheries and trade,,
" and which are hereunto appended. S R
It is stated by the answer from St. Johns, Newfoundland, that ¢ No bounties.
“ whatever are granted either by the British or Colonial Government in furtherance- .
- “of the prosccution of the British Newfoundland and Labrador Fisheries, that these: -
~ “TPisheries are confined to the catch of Cod, Seal, Salmon, Herrings and Oaplin-oni.
“the coast of Newfoundland and Labrador, the Bank fishery being no lohger,, YO~
= “secuted. That they extend around the Island (except at such places as are held:
“under treaty by the French Government, including the Islands of St. Pierre, .
- % Miquelon, and Langley) and on the coast of Labrador from the' entrance of .
“ Hudson Strait to a [ine drawn due North and South from Ance au Sablon, to.the .
= “52° of North latitude. The supposed number of vessels and boats ‘and-fisher-
' ““men employed in the Fisheries on the Newfoundland coast and Labrador the past.
. “year, (1851) is as follows :— T ‘ o S C
‘ o ‘ : R - Number. .. o
Vessels and Boats, ovvvineniininnns vevrerennnn 4,570 '
‘Tonnage thereof..............lviiiiinin. .+ .0.87,800
Men engaged therein.ie o iuiviceeineiiiie s o 17,670

“ Those vessels which are engaged at Labrador, return at the close of the fish- -
“ ing season, bringing back the families of the fishermen who have sssistéd.in the. . *
“cure of fish there, + . ‘ L e

“That the Seal fishery.is prosecuted in registered decked vessels,, fitted.and

“sailing direct from the Island, all of which depart about'the 1st Marchin ea
“ year, and return to port ag soon as a sufficient success may attend the enté
. ' Aﬂ.l , Lt

' {
' P
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§

¢ They are usually from 50 to 200 tons, and are manned with compliments varying *
~*“from 30 to 60 persons in each. The other fisheries above referred to are prose- |
“ cuted in the summer months, or between May and October, = .
¢ That the Labrador coast is visited yearly by fishermen and trading vessels |
¢ from the United States, Canada, Nova Scotia and neighbouring Provinces as well ;
““but where no Custom House is cstablished,. duties collected, or other revenue re-
“gulations exist, . o v ‘ } :
. “That from and after the 10th October, 1849,-all Imperial duties ceased to'.
“ exist in Newfoundland, and that goods are now only subject to the one Colonial
‘¢ rate on importation, ‘as per table in the Appendix. = : o

¢ That in order to obtain early foreign fish in Markets in Europe, numerous
% British and Spanish vessels sail from the ports of this Island (Newfoundland be-
¢ tween July and September for British ports at Labrador in ballast, and there load
¢ accordingly, which saves the cxpense of the transportation and final landing or re- .
¢ shipment in this Country of such commodities as Codfish, Salmon, Herrings, and -
“ fish oils.” ‘ ‘ » ‘
' Mr. Hayward, Comptroller of Customs and Navigation Laws, at St. Johns, to
whom your Committee are indcbted for the above information, observes in conclu-
sion: ““That Newfoundland contains a population consisting of 95,000 souls, who
““are depending principally, if not altogether on other countries for food and sap-
¢ plies, and as the prosccution of Agricultural pursuits has not been found to
“ answer, except as an auxiliary to our fisheries, I humbly conceive that a vast ex-
¢ tended trade may be beneficially opened up with Canada in the supply by her of all
* description of provisions, more particularly in exchange for the staple articles of
¢ this Colony, such as Codfish, Cod and Seal Oils, Seal Skins, Herrings, Salmon,,
¢ Mackarel and Caplin, if such a commerce were established upon a fair basis of:
- ¢ Legislative Reciprocity.” ‘ |
Your Committec are left to infer from the information they have received from
Halifax (Nova Scotia,) that no Legislative: encouragement is afforded the Fisheries
- carried on from that Province, it being, it would seem the opinion there, that the
Fisheries carried on along the sea coast of Nova Scotia will of themselves be sufficiently
remunerative, and amply repay the industry and capital employed in them, if
- adequately protected in the exclusive enjoyment of their own fishing grounds.
‘against intruders from the neighbouring States. . ‘ ‘
- With respect to the Fisherics carried on from New Brunswick, your Committee-,
have ascertained that the Legislature of the Province has recently afforded a limited:-
- encouragement to them, by cxempting from duties all articles necessary to the deep "
~ sea Fisheries, with a grant of £500 in 1851, and a similar grant in 1852, to Fishery -
-Societies, on condition of their raising a certain’ amount by contribution among:
themselves, the said sums to be disbursed in premiums. oo o
No bounties, however, are allowed by the Legislature of that Province towards: -
" encouraging the Fisheries. . Your Committee are at the same time informed by the'
~ authority whence their information' on this subject is derived, that a sufficient length. -
~of time has not_yet elapsed to ascertain whether the above measure of granting
.money for premiuns has had a beneficial cffect in a public sense, or not. i
1);1 Prince Edward Island an Act was passed in 1851 ¢ for the encouragement *
¢ of the Cod and Mackerel Fisheries,”” by. which a bounty of 12s. 6d. per register ton,
-0ld measurement, is allowed on vesscls properly manned, equipped, and embarked -
in-the Cod or Mackarel Fisheries during either of the years 1851, 1852, or 1858 ;"]
.the said bounty payable to the person or persons being an inhabitant or inhabitanits®:
of the said Island, who shall own and fit out the said vessels from the Island, pro-';
vided that such vessels are respectively equipped, and fully furnished with all need-
- ful supplies stores and materials. No person to be entitled to any such tonnage!:
~ bounty on any vessel, unléss it shall have been expressly fitted out for the Cod or’}
* Mackarel Fisheries, and Lave been at sea in the actual prosecution of the fishin
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voyage for-a period of not less than three and a half calendar months, between: the-
15th day.of June and the 1st day of October, in either of the said years, (unless-
* and excepting such time as may be required to return to land fish caught or:taken.
by the crew thereof) and shall not, during such period, have carried any.freight,
but shall have been. solely and exclusively employed in the said Fisheries under thi
_provision of the Act. The sum of £409 13s. 9d. was, in 1851, paid in bounties to-the.':
owners of: 18 such small vessels, the total of whose tonnage amounted tq 846, the; » *
highest of them being 150 tons, and lowest 17, and the total product of whose :"
Fisheries for. the season were 2425 quintals of Codfish, 850 barrels herrings; and: "
872 barrels of Mackarél. - . o ‘ R
Besides the above, it is also provided by the same Act ¢ that for the further. -
¢ encouragement of the Mackerel Fishery of this Island there shall be granted and. . -
“paid out of the public monies in the Treasury of the Island, over and above any."
¢ tonnage bounty granted by this' Act in each of the said years 1851, 1852 andi1858; " -~
“ £100 of lawfu{cu‘rrent money of this Island, which shall, in each of the said years,
“be paid and applied as bounties to the owners of such vessels or boats; as shall in’, . /
“ such years be fitted out, equipped, manned, and supplied in the Island, and shall be:
“ owned by inhabitants thereof, and shall catch and bring into port into this Island:
~ “the greatest number of barrels of Mackarel, being actually and bond fide caught.and.: .
“secured by the crews or other persons on board of such vessels or boats during the. .
“ fishing season in any ohe of the above years, and to be paid in the following pro-"
“ portions, that is to say, to the owner of the vessel or boat having the largest quantity.
¢ of barrels of Mackarel, the sum of £40 ; to the owner of the vessels or boat haying. ™
“ the next largest quantity £30; to the owner of the vessel or boat having the next
- “largest quantity £20; and to the owner of the next or fourth vessel or boat having - .
‘ the next largest quantity the sum of £10 ; provided always that no bounty shallbe "
“given or paid to the owner of any such vessel or boat not having caught and brought. .-
- “into port in this Island as aforesaid, at least one hundred barrels of such Mackarel,:
“ during the fishing season in the years in which such bounty shall be claimed:” .-
. The Government of France affords to its subjects carrying on the Fisheries at:
the Islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, upon the south coast of Newfoundland, on
ingthe Gulph of 8t. Lawrence, a most liberal encouragement. Itallows for every quin-
tal of Codfish taken in our waters, that is to say, on the coast of Newfoundland-or
Gulph, within the limits prescribed them by treaty ten (10) francs, equal 'to 85! 4di - |’
sterling when debarked in France, and five (5) francs additional on' theéir exporta-
tion in French vessels to Foreign States, and for every man or boy employed
- during the voyage fifty (50) francs. ‘ o o BRI
‘ The United States have made very liberal provision for the encouragement of: !
their. Fisheries. 'By an Act of Congress passed in 1819, three dollars and. a‘half
per ton are given to all vessels above five tons and under thirty téns, employed:in
the Fisheries, and four dollars per ton.to all vessels' above 80 tons,:on ‘condition:
always of four months sea service, that is to say, for a fishing voyage: - An-allo
ance of three and a half dollars per ton is also granted by the same Act to vessels
above 80 tons for a voyage of threé and a half months, provided the' crew: consist:6f:
not less than ten men. o R Lo e e
- Itwouldappearby the above, that the Governments of Newfoundland and of
Scotia.deem it unnecessary to encourage the Fisheries by. Legislative aid; the:
tal and industry engaged m them yeilding of themselves, a fair remunerati
that although the Legislatures of New Brunswick and of Prince Ediward 1
temporarily made provision for the encouragement of these Fisheries, it is:buitélendes
and.in fdct.only by way of experiment, the benefits:whereof rémain
The liberal encouragements v%‘anted by the

: Governments of France,a
States of America to their Hisheries, have the effect, of sending; yedtaft
- during; the: fishing season, fleets of their bankers and fishing' craft mte:
- where ;they catry on extensive, and no doubt, profitable: Hisheries; ci
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nurseries for their respective navies, and of enabling them to compete with, and
undersell us, in the article of fish, the products of our own waters, in foreign and
- even in our own, Upper Canada, markets, as the returns herennto appended shew.
Serious complaints, it is also to be observed, have been made, from time to time,
against American Fishermen frequenting the Gulph, who, regardless of treaty stipu-
lations, encroach upon our waters, and the fishing grounds exclusively reserved for
our own Fishermen settled on the coast, and there carrying on the sedentary or shore
. Fisheries in barges or open boats; but the evils complained of on ‘this score by the in-
habitants have in a great measure been prevented during the last summer by the vigi-
lance of the cruisers sent thither, and stationed in the Gulph for the purpose by the
‘home Government, and particularly by Her Majesty’s War Steamer “Devastaticn,”
- Captain Campbell, whose zcal, diligence and activity seconded by his officers and men
in this important service, have deserved the approbation and gratitude of the entire
population of the coast, and which also your Committec with pleasure acknowledge.
Next to the articles of timber and flour, the products of the Gulf Fisheries con-
stitute the chief staple of our export trade ; and if your Committee may allude in con-
nection with them to a matter of great public intcrest regently much discussed, and
the subject, it is said, of negotiation at the present time between the Governments
of Great Britain and the United States, viz:—Reciprocity in trade, very desirable
certainly, upon equal and fair terms with our neighbours of the Union, it would be,
to express their humble conviction, that to obtain it at the cxpense of admitting
~ them to an equal participation in the fishing grounds on the seabord belonging exclu-
sively to our own people, and for which the United States have no equivalent of the
like nature, nor indeed of any description to offer in return, would be a sacrifice, we
can but ill afford, far exceeding in value the proposed boon, which it were more pro-
fitable to forego than acquiesce in at such a cost, which inevitably would prove the
ruin of our scdentary Fisheries on the Gulf Shore. The cession of an equality of rights
to foreigners with our fellow subjects in those Fisheries within the reserved limits
would, in all:probability, give rise to endless disputes, discontent, antagonism, and
possibly, occasional conflicts between the two classes, and nccessitate the establish-
ment and maintenance of an expensive Coast Police force to preserve order,. to
say nothing of the demoralizing effects in a political as well as social sense which an
intercourse with the:-crowd of strangers resorting’to the Coast year after year during -
the fishing season would entail upon the settlers. .
‘ Your Committee append to this Report the information they have received
from various persons more or less concerned in the Gulf Fisheries, and from whose
concurring testimony it would seem that encouragement to those carried on from -
this Province is in-their opinion to a certain extent indispensably necessary to
enable them to compete with our Provincial, and particularly with our. American
neighbours’ but it will also be seen by referring to the papers annexed, that there
is considerable diversity of opinion as to the best meode of affording the proposed
encouragement, some proposing merely to exempt all articles necessary to the
fisheries from duties ; others would give a tonnage bounty, as in Prince Edward’s
Island, to encourage the construction of Bankers or Small Vessels for the Bank
Fisheries in the Gulf and Straits of Belleisle. Others propose premiums for the
greatest quantity of fish, exceeding a certain amount, taken in any one' ¢ voyage ”
or season, by a barges’ or boats’ crew (gencrally of two men). Some speak of a
bounty on the export of fish. ‘ ‘ ‘
Which of these different modes may be best adapted for the encouragement of the
Fisheries it is difficult to determine. In the way of experiment they may all be =
advisable'; but to give any of them a fair trial, your Committee are of opinion; that
three seasons at least, if not five, should be the term assigned for the purpose. It
is maintained by political economists, and mot without reason, that any branch of
industry that is not of itself remunerative, ought not to be upheld at the expense
of other branches, There are,however, so many considerations connected with this
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favorite branch of national industry, to entitle:it to the protection and encourage-
‘ment of the Canadian Legislature, so many drawbacks to its successful competition
with our neighbours, profitably occapied in those Fisherics at our door, that-unless -
“some temporary aid to'animate and encourage those engaged in it, and to cherish
‘and keep it alive, be afforded they may from a source of wealth as undoubtedly'
they might be made, dwindle, in so far as Canadian interests are concerned in them,
into insignificance, and an age elapse before those who will succeed us shall, with the
utmost industry and exertions, it may be in their power to realize, recover from’
“the injury we shall have entailed upon them by our supineness and neglect. But
unquestionably the first encouragement and most important' to the success and ;.

prosperity of our Fisheries consists in the protection and maintenance of our fellow -

subjects cngaged in them, in the exclusive possession and enjoyment of our own
waters, without which all others will be found unavailing. e ‘ o
* Your Comnmittee finally arc of opinion that it is cxpedient to afford encourage- ..
ment to the Whale; Seal, Cod, Makarel, and other Fisherics ‘carried on in the Gulf.of = .
St. Lawrence by inhabitants of this Province, by a total exemption of all articles neces-. -
sary to such Fisheries from dutics, so, as to place them as nearly as possible on-an
equality with those from foreign countries resorting to the same waters, with whom .
they have to compete. They are also of opinion that as an experiment it may be
“advisable to allow annually during three or five years, or for any other period
sufficiently long for a fair trial, a moderate tonnage bounty as'in Prince Edwards ~
Tsland, to small vessels, that is to say, not exceeding 75, tons equipped and manned' -
as Bankers by inhabitants of this Province ; and moreover, that to animate and L
encourage that most laborious and useful class of our Coast population, the laboring
fishermen, a liberal bounty should Dbe allowed to such of them in each settlement .
as by their diligence, industry, and success are an example, to their neighbours, =
either by giving a bounty of premuim to the respective crews of the fcur best boats,
ot in some other shape.” These arc the hardy and enterprising men settled on the
coast, who daily, during the fishing scason, resort at break of day in their barges to
the neighbouring fishing grounds, drawing thence the cod and other fish, which,
when cared, constitute the staple of our seabord, and are exported by cargoes to
the Buropean and South American markets, bringing back to us, in return, the
products of those countries, the duties upon which more than amply compensate
us for those we may forego .in encouraging the fisheries. = Your Committee .are
«further of opinion that an annual appropriation for the period aforesaid might also -
with propriety be made in favor of ahy Fishery Societies, which for the purpose of. i
encouraging the Fisheries might be formed, as recently done in New Brunswick, and
an amount he voted to each and every such Society; equal to the sum raised among:
themselves by voluntary contribution, for the encouragement- of the Fsheries ;. or
the same principle, in fact, as the votes in favor of Agricultural Societies

annually given. ‘ ‘ ‘ . P
If the views of Your Committee are approved of, and the suggestions which'they ...
‘have decmed it their duty to submit towards encouraging the fisheries are thought
proper in whole or in part to be adopted, it will of course rest with the Executive.
overnment to carry them out,‘and to recommend the money vote or votes ;ﬁgk;,‘e"”s'
sary for the purpose, as no such vote can originate without its special recommendation
~ But Your Comimittee beg in corclusion to observe that whatever appropriatiois
may be made for the purpose of encouraging the Fisheries, and they sincerely trust
that encouragement will be afforded, they are humbly of opinion, that' it will ‘be
better to leave the application of the monies voted for the purpose, and ‘all reéesuaty
details in connection therewith, to the Governinent, to be regulated By it ‘annually
at.the commencement of each season by an order in Council, as circumstances  may
require, rather than by an Act of Parliament, the provisions of which may not admit
‘of deviation, in order that in an experiment of such vital importance to theindustty
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and trade of the Country, full scope may be allo;ved, arici, if needf'ul,‘ a fair trial in
another or, other shapes be afforded, if the first shall prove a failure.
The whole, neverthelcss, most respectfully submitted.

| * ROBERT CHRISTIE,
. : t Chairman.
10th May, 1853. - o o ‘ , o

" The undersigned dissent from the above Report inasmuch as they consider an
expression of opinion by the Provincial Legislature of Canada, adverse to the sur-
render of the Fisheries, at this moment premature. L

1st. Because it may embarrass or retard the progiess of a Treaty, the terms of
which, the public are led to belicve, are now under consideration. K

- 2nd. Because they concur in the opinions heretofore expressed by the Legisla-
ture of New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, ¢ That'a free exchange of the
“natural productions of the United States, and these Colonies, including those of the
“TField, the Torest, the Mines, and the Fisheries, would be of greater advantage to -
“ both countries,’”” than retaining the right of the Fisheries.

The dissentients take also the opportunity to observe that the disadvantages
under which our Fishermen on the coast of Labardor, the Gulph of St. Lawrence
‘and generally in British North Aniericalabor, chiefly arise from the artificial aid con-

- ferred by the Government of the United States in the shape of bounties to the €od and
Mackarel Fisheries, which, it, is ascertained by Official Returns from the United
States Treasury, amounted from 1844 to 1848, to $1,627,505, and furthermore by
the imposition of 20 per cent. daty on fish imported from British North America
into the United States, for consumption therein. . o

The practical operation of these bounties is to enable the Fishermen from the
‘States of Maine and Massachusetts to build vessels, at higher rates, man them at
“higher wages, catch fish within our waters, on the sea coast, at less expense than
our people can, and to convey them by sea to' the ports of New York and Boston,
and export them thence by Canal and: Railway, (after paying tolls to the State,) to |
Upper Canada for consumption and there sell them at a profit. o

The value of the fish imported and consumed in Canada in 1851, was £11,156 17 0
Lo« ‘ “ “« 1852, 18,231 0 O

on which a duty was paid of £1,895 17s. 2d., and £1,653 17s. 9d.. Of the fish so
imported into Canada, to.the value of £6,623, and £7,769 15s. 6d. was the catch
by fishermen of the. States, when the same could have been caught by oar'own
" fishermen on our own coasts, furnishing return freights through our own waters,
without duty or any other restriction. ‘ ‘ L .
.~ The dissentients are moreover humbly of opinion that in case the Governments
of Great Britain and the United States should not come to a mutual arrangement
with respect to the proposed commercial intercourse now under discussion, the
~ most prompt and effectual measure to r;gain the natural advantages to which we
are entitled from our pmﬂmitﬁ to those Fishing Grounds, is to pay a direct bounty
to the fishermen in precisely the same manner and to the same amount as the Gov-
ernment of the United States pay to their fishermen, to be apportioned by the Impe- -
rial and Provincial Governments, instead of the incidental bounty now paid to armed
cruisers. ‘ ‘ ‘ A R
" All of which is respectfully submitted, ‘ :

WM. HAMILTON MERRITT.
G, P, RIDOUT. |




APPE\TDIX R 0
The followmc ‘let{ers were' received in answer to & Czrcular sent,

. “ : o . HEr Masesty’s CustoMs. .- = .-
- ‘ ' ; Saryz JorN, N. B. 15th September, 1852. ‘
- Sir,—l have’ the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letterof 6th instant, .
requesting information relative to the Fisherics of this Province, and in reply theréto, ...
have to inform you, ‘that there is encouragement given by the-Government of this - -
- Province to the Fisheries in the followmg shape Wiz Dxempuon from duties of all ..
articles necessary for the deep sea Fisheriés ; a grant of. £500 i in1851, and a-similar -
~ grant in 1852, to Fishery Societies, on condition of their raising a certam amount ;-
¢ the money to be dislrarsed in premiums. The whole of ‘this money has not as: yet
been expended however. ‘ .
‘No bounties are allowed in this Plovmce. A sufficient length of timé has not o
elapsed yet, to ascertain whether the above measure of granting money for premiums
- has had ‘a beneficial effect in ‘a public sense or the reverse. With reference to. the ., .
other particulars required by you, I beg to state that it is not in my power to ‘furmsh o
you with accurate information, but I have much pleasure in forwarding to_ your
. address by the same mail that conveys thisletters, a very able report on the Fisheries °
of: this Province, drawn up by M. H. Perley, Esq., under the direction of the‘
Government, and which contains all the information required by you.
I have the honor to be, '
Sir,
’ Your obedient Servant,
ALEXANDER GRANT .
g : " Controler.
W. C. Burrage, Esq. ' \ -

SECRETARY’S OFFICE, 18(% September, 1852,
Sir,—I have the honor to enclose, for the mformatlon of the Canadian Legis- .
lature, two Acts passed by the Legxslature of this Island, No. 1. AnActrelating'
to.the Tisheries which received the Royal allowance, 3rd September 1844 No, 2. .
An Act for the encouragement of the Cod and Mackercl Fisheries, and also'a return’
No. 8, of the amount of tonnage bounties claimed and paid. by the Government of i
the Colony during the past year, in addition to which the sum of one, hundred
~ pounds was paid under the fourth Section of the Act. "
Likewise, Royal Gazette, No. 4, containing copies of the de«patches transmltted
by Sir Alexander Bannerman to the Golonial Munster. It is impossible to ascertain’ "
the quantity of fish caught by the inhabitants of the Colony, the Fishery bemg o
chiefly carried on in boats which are to be seen in all parts of the. Island Lo
I have the honor to be, K .

Sll‘, . ‘ T
 Your obedient servant, . oo

JA\IES WARBURT’ON»
‘ Colornal Secretary

G. R. Goodman, Esq. ‘ | .
Controller Navigation Laws S

(Translatwn ) |

ANswWaRs of the undersigned to the questxons submitted to hlm, by the Commlttee ‘
to whom has been referred the state of the Fisheries in the Gulf. ‘

1st. I have, at present, no Fxshmg Depodt in Labrador, but.I transact'b(mmé
with a. large number of fishermen and traders belongmg both to Labi’ad@rf
other places sltuated in the Gulf of St. Lawrence.
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- is, that in procuring their equipment, and the stock necessary for their traffic,on the.
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by foreiragners, indeed nearly the entirc commerce along the Coast of Labrador is in”
the han L

"would be considerablx reduced, for at present the merchant is not only ex-
‘posed to the risk which I have just mentioned, but there being no means of

to those engaged in the fisheries, at all events, for several years to come, or until

 to accord some premium to the inhabitants for every quintal of cod taken by them. "

‘Quebec.‘ ‘

-the questions of the Committee on the Fisherics, and in reply, beg leave briefly to*
‘submit the following remarks in answer, as the result of many years experiencey :

B
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2nd. But few of the Canadian ship-owners and fishermen frequent the Coast of
Labrador, having no titles to the possession of the grounds occupied by them for.
fishing, and therebeing no authority to protect them in the possession of these grounds;,
they are constantly exposcd to be foretsalled by others in greater numbers  than:
themselves, and they thus lose the fishing season. On this account the merchants:
of Quebec, are backward in making advances to persons, who, generally speaking.
are pcssessed of nothing beyond their vessels, and whose means of paying for the'|
advances made to them, do not extend beyond the profits arising from their fisheries,
Canadian ship-owners have also another great disadvantage to contend, with, which',

Coast of Labrador, they are unable to compete with foreigners who procure the same-
articles free from the duties imposed upon the goods of Cafiadian ship-owners at’
Quebec. They are therefore obliged to sell at higher prices, and thus they can only”
effect sales to small bidders, in thinly populated localities which are not frequented.

s of traders from the United States, Halifax'and Newfoundland. = . E
3rd. I am of opinion that Government should give titles to those at present bond’
fide possessors of the posts which they now hold, and to those desirous ofP establishing:
depdts, on the payment by them of an annual rent to Government. .Confidence;
would thus be instilled into thesc holders, for if it were certain that those to. whom
these fishing grounds are granted, might enjoy them in security, great improvements -
would be made, Many, merchants, I myself among the first, would forthwith take"
concessions of land for fishing depéts if we were sure of protection, and that we should -
not witness the improvements made away with, which would be nccessary to carry .

on these fisheries in a proper manner. : .
At the same time the same duties with which our merchandize is. burdened,:
should be imposed by authority on foreign goods, or a remission (drawback) of the
duties granted to us, the advantages possessed by foreigners over us, would thereby -
be destroyed—by means of a judicial authority to enable merchants to compel pay-

ment for goods advanced by them, the price of these goods thus advanced,

enforcing payment, he is morcover obliged to trust to the good faith of the fisher
men. ‘ . ‘ ‘
4th. T consider it very desirable that Government should afford encouragement

the fisheries shall have assumed a scttled condition. ‘ .
"I conceive that the best means of encouragement would be to pay a certain sum .
per ton, to every vessel fishing for a certain humber of months along the coast, and

I think, that should the Government offer any such encouragement the whate.
fishery,. which is one of the most lucrative and most important in the Gulf, ought
not to be forgotten. After, a few years encouragement, I am of opinion that it will
become one of the most important objects our commerce. o ‘ .
T think it unnecessary to add, that this encouragement should be accorded at

‘ , - FRS. BUTEAU. .
‘Quebec, 25th September, 1852.

Perok, County or Gaspes, September 27, 1852.
' DrARr Str,—I am in receipt of your circular of the 14th instant, together with 4

8
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having been about 80 years engaged more or less in prosecuting the fishery busi-’
‘ness, keeping boats and employing men, as-well as exporting fish to foreign and
other markets, to' a limited extent, however, compared to some others. In
the first place, I consider those engaged in the fishery in this Province, to be
labouring under almost, every disadvantage and discouragement, compared with '
other Countries engaged in this branch of business; for instance the Americans, our
neighbours, and the French, the only other nations beside ourselves engaged to
any extent.in the fishery, not only allow all articles for the fishery free of duty
or nearly so, but actually encourage the fishery by'large bounties, while we, of ‘this
Province, engaged in. the same business have, ‘with the exception of salt and lines .
and a few other articles, to pay the enormous tariff of from 124 to 80 per cent. ' On
all articles of clothing, 12} and groceries, with the exception of molasses, the only
sweetening used by the fisherman, it is nearly 30 per cent., consequently the cost of
living to the consumers, is much more expensive, and the merchant, to enable the.
poor fisherman to live, is obliged to give a much higher price for fish than he can
get for them. And ’as a consequence of all this, we cannot compete with those
other Countries, when we mect with them in the same markets, for they can afford
‘to scll ‘their fish for much less a price, in the foreign Market than ours cost at
home, and make money, while we must, and do lose; and- unless something is done
by our Legislature, to encourage and sustain ‘the fishery, very speedily those
engaged in it will be obliged to abandon the business in despair.” I have generall
employed about 80 men in my small establishment, but since the present hig
tariff has been imposed, I have reduced it to only 8 or 10 men, and some
others, I know, have reduced from 100 to 80 men and boats accordingly. Not
only the Americans and French fisheries are encouraged, but in all our sister
Provinces, encouragement is given more or less in the shape of Bounty, and their |
dutics are not so high. I need hardly offer the Committee advice as to the remedy
in some mecasure, for those difficulties, for it naturally presents itself, first, a reduc-
tion or annihilation of the duties on the necessary articles used by the fisherman,’
and secondly, a liberal bounty on all exported fish; we have borne those imposi-
tions and hardships long enough, viz: high’ duties, no bounty and the Yankees -
allowed to fish in our waters (with the exception of the present year) without let .
or hindrance. I do hope ‘the Committee will take'all these things into their most
serious consideration and recoramend the Legislature to reduceor altogether remove
the duties on all articles needed for the fishery, and to encourage by bounty. Surely
there cannot be an empty chest now, as the answer used 'almost always to be

when any thing was asked for the fisheries. Hoping I shall be pardoned for the '

length and rudenessof my remarks, by the Committee and yourself, I beg leave to
subscribe myself one of the aggrieved fishermen of Gaspé, and yours and the
Committee’s T ‘
Humble and obedient servant, Co
PETER MABEE, ' .
‘ Percé.
W. C. Burrage, ‘Esqr.,
Clerk Committee.

Pasemn1Ac, 28th September, 1852.

Str,—The undersigned have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of ‘the
circular severally addressed to them by order of the Committee named to take-into"
consideration the state of the Fisheries carried on by inhabitants of this Province,
&c. &e.  And having met together, respectfully beg leave to submit: the . result of -
their deliberations, for the consideration of the said Committee. CLT

" . '
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The disadvantages under which we labour are two fold. First, by reason
the high duty paid in' this' Province on most articles required for the Fisher;
Secandly, the absence of bounties or assistance of any kind. ‘

We therefore consider that the Legislature of this Province would not only
confer a great boon on the Fishermen of the Lower Province, but also benefit the
~farmers of Upper Canada, and the trading and manufacturing community, by:
- affording a bounty of twenty shillings per ton on all small vessels built and fitted: -
out expressly for the Mackerel, Herring, and deep sea Cod Fishery. The poverty™’
of the inhabitants generally, along this coast, prec{)uding them from building decked: !
crafts, for want of means'to procure, to them, the only costly part—the iron work,
rigging, sails, &c.,.&c. This the bounty would enable them to obtain. ool

_In our present position we, cannot compete, cither with the Sister Provinces s
or the fishermen of the United States, and unless some timely assistance be afforded,
the fisheries on this coast will gradually dwindle into insignificance. L

‘We would further recommend that a bounty of two shillings be granted to the':
fishermen on every quintal of cured Codfish. Seven shillings and six pence on';
each barrel of No. 1 Mackerel. Five shillings per barrel on No. 1 Herring, and a
proportionate rate on the lower numbers of each. Lo . N ;]

These bounties would give new life and vigour to our gradually expiring "
fisheries. A large flect of fishing vessels would be built in the course of a couple "
'of years, affording profitable employment, not only to our own population, but. to |
hundreds of young men from the Parishes below Quebec, thus causing an increased |
consumption and demand for flour, pork, manufactures, and imports generally,  * |

In addition to bounties we beg leave further to recommend a reduction of duty |
on nets, lines, cordage, sail cloth, and all articles required for the fishery, all .of
which are obtained on more favourable terms in the neighboring Provinces. We .
will instance the article of molasses (an absolute necessary for Fishermen) which |
pays only two pence per gallon in New Brunswick, against five pence half-penny
in Canada, équal to about fifty per cent. on the first cost.

‘We have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your very obedient servants,

JOHN FAUVEL, "
'Agent to Charles Robin & Co.

B

Zv

ALFRED CARCAUD,
Agent to LeBoutillier Brothers

PHILIP VIBERT, AT %

BARNABAS McGIE, J. P. A

EDWARD PERREE, ‘
Manager of the firm of Alfred Mansell, Esqr.

AT
g

S S

Powr DANIEL, 29tk September, 1853. '

Sir,—In answer to the question from the Committee on the Fisheries, I beg to

state that I am not directly engaged in the Fishery, but as all the inhabitants, a
ifnot directly, indirectly intefested in the Fisheries, as it is our staple branch 'of;
Trade, and I rejoice with all others that the Legislators of the Province have taken®:
" view favorable to the Fishermen. That a bounty or encouragement should : 7
_given to them as in the neighbouring Province, there is no dissenting voice hear

=
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if the Funds of the Province will ‘allow of it without taxing one part :of its inhabi-

“tants for the encouragement of the other. I recommend as follows, wviz: To all

decked Crafis who fit out for the express purpose, and a proof of following the same
of not less than ‘six months, ten' shillings Currency, per ton on register, and four

 shillings per Barrel for No. 1 Mackerel, others in proportion, two shillings ‘and six

. pence for No. 1 Herring, five shillings per barrel for No. 1 Salmon, others in-pro-

operations.

the morrow. 'The sea yielded to him an abundant harvest, and he ¢onsidered her

portion ; one shilling per quintal of Dry Cod Fish, and that all fishermen fishing in

‘boats or in shore be entitled and receive the same, always to be understood that no.
‘boat catching less than twenty quintals Cod Fish, or less than ten batrels of Mackerel

or Herring, ﬁve barrels of Salmon, shall be entitled to receive anything, as it is
understood for an ‘encouragement for the man who takes the fish. I recommend

that the bounty or encouragement if any, shall be paid upon proof of the quantities
‘taken through the hands of the Municipal Council or Collectors, and not through

the merchants whom the fishermen generally suppose will not do them justice.in
such cases. I further strongly recommend that all duties be removed from .all
articles required for the Fisheries. I also recommend low bounties, as at any future
time they can be increased at pleasure while to decrease them would be attended
with discouragement to the fishermen. For further information I refer the Com-
mittee to David LeBoutillier, Esq., M. P. P. for the County Bonaventure, who is -
thoroughly versed on the subject. ‘ . ) o

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant, R
. WILLIAM McPHERSON.
To Wm. C. Burrage, Esq., o ‘
Clerk to Committee on Fisheries,
Quebee.

New Carusi, 1st October, 1852.

Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the circular you addressed '
to me from the Committee of the House of Assembly, to which a general answer - -
has been sent, signed by other gentlemen and myself; but the subject is one of -
such vital importance, not only to this District but the entire Province, that I beg
leave most respectfully to add some further remarks. T

The subject of the North American Fisheries is one which has occupied my
attention for the last Lwenty years, having been personally concerned and interested ‘
therein with parties trading on this coast, previous to my leaving Liondon for this iR
quarter, (in the capacity of Chief Superintendent of the Gaspé Fishery and Coal .
Mining Company,) and my family connexions in the Island of Jersey are ex-:
tensively engaged therein on various parts of the Newfoundland coast. A
residence in Gaspé of upwards of seven years, during which I have carefully
inspected the entire sea-board on this side of the St. Lawrence, has eﬁablé”d”. o
me to become thoroughly conversant with all the practical details of our-fishing

In old and wealthy nations, like the Mother Country, I fully admit the inex-
pediency of Bounties. But our position is. widely different: capital, that great -
motive power of all extensive comimercial operations, is wanting. The entire
population of British North America engaged in the Fisheries may'be said tb'be’ .
comparatively poor—the result of past improvidence.  When the shore-catch was -~
abundant and prices remunerative, the uneducated fishérmen had no“thought for.

freasures inexhaustible. - But a new era has now been entered upon in the h

)

istory




¢ ! tan ot A I R R T v L T T N S L L
: | e 'S [ [ TR

16 Victorie. Appendix (J J.J. J) P A 18

>

of our Fisheries. The vast shoals of codfish 'which formerly spread along qurg
shores, no longer enter the bays; but keep in decp waler, being intercepted by the ;
immense flcet of Amecrican schooners whicl repair to the fishing grounds with
the first open water cach successive spring.  This vast flect owes its ‘existenee .
and yearly increase 1o the Bounty by which the United States Government hag’
wisely created and fostered 'it. A similar provision in this Colony would
enable us to compete with the: Americans; and a few years would suffice to cause
a number of small schoouers to be built in every creek and harbour along this
coast, in which our hardy fishermen could repair to the Banks, and sccure a fair
share of the wealth now swept away by strangers. . o
Such a step would also be an act of humanity on the part of our Legislators, -
as the more daring of our fishermen repair to the Banlks in their small open boats,
to the imminent risk of life and property, in addition to the severc hardships they
endure, each successive year adding to the number of those who. sleep in'an
ocean grave, : ‘ "
If ‘our fishermen were enabled to meet the Americans on.equal terms, they,
the Americans, would no longer secare the lion’s share of the spoil.  This would
check the increase of their fishing fleet, and gradually reduce it, because they,
have 1o come a long distance, where a few hour’s sail suffices to place our people
on the fishing grounds. At present the case is reversed, as those of our fishermen
who repair to the Banks, can scarcely be said to have two days’ fishing in each
weelk, the other four being lost in going to and fro, &c.  The American, on the
contrary, remains quictly at his work until his schooner is loaded, each vessel
performing two voyages in the colrse of the Summer. o
If a Bounty were granted, two or three heads of families would unite to build -
a schooner, procuring the timber on their own, or waste lands of the Crown. The
hull being thus obtained withont much outlay, the merchants would advance the
outfit, to be repaid by the Bounty. Without some such aid,.a boat is all that'our-
fishermen ean aftord to build. The merchant will not advance for the outfit of a .
schooner, when he can only depend on the exertions of the owner for his return,
to which must be added the risk of loss by dangers of the sea. The hulls of
three schooners are now rofting on the beach, within a short distance of my resi-
dence, because the builders had not'the means of procuring the necessary tackle
and apparel. :
The Bounty given to the people of the United States, enables them not only
to supply their own wants, but to become our competitors in the West India,
Brazilian, and other Foreign Markets, Turn agaiu to France, where a Bounty,
ten francs, equal to cight shillings and four pence sterling, is paid-on every
quintal of fish imported into France. When sent to a Foreign Market, a lessen
Bounty is allowed, but as I write from memory only, I cannot siate the precise.
amount. To this add two hundred franes (I believe) for each apprentice shipped:
in vesscls engaged in the Fishery, and an additional sum if she perform two*
voyages. The French are also our rivals in Foreign Markets, ‘and when, as was
the case last year, prices are ruinously low in Foreign Ports, the Bounty enables
the French merchant to make a saving voyage, when ours suffer a serious loss |
~  Want of time prevents my entering into further details. W

i

i

1 have th= honor 1o be,
Sir,
‘Your most obedient servaut, ‘
S ‘ PHILIP VIBERT;
W. C. Burrage, Esquire, ‘ L o g
&e., &e, ‘ ‘ ) o

¥
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Cars Cove, Tth October, 1852,

- Sir,~I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of the 14th ultimo,
requesting my opinion on the state of the Nisheries carried on in the Gulf of St.
Lawrence or Labrador Coast. * * o ‘ o o

I have been cngaged in the Fisheries in the County of Gaspé, for the last
twenty-seven years, during which time I have carried on the fishing myself, and
have supplied the planters and fishermen to carry on the fishing. When I first
‘came to this. place, one boat and two men, would catch as ‘many quintals of Cod
Tish, as threc boats or six men can now do; the reason for this difference is, that
our neighbours (the Americans) are permitted to fish too close to our shores, (three. -
miles) and to trespass year after ycaron our fishing grounds, obliging our fisher-
men to risk their lives in their small open boats, to fish at a distance of ten leagues
from shore, and to toil days and nights in all kinds of weathcr. The change.
among the Roman Catholics, in the manner of keeping Lent, has occasioned a con-
siderable diminution in the consumption of fish, and the heavy duties that have .
‘been imposed upon our imported goods, and no cncouragement worth speaking of,
having been allowed us, our fishermen are consequently in a state of great misery,
and having in some instances been compelled to engage themselves on.board
American schooners, while others have gone to Quebec, to seek employment. The
neighbouring Provinces have the means of under-selling us, in consequence of the -
‘bounty they receive, and the importation of the goods necessary for the Fisheries,
frec of duty.

I am of opinion that the articles necessary for the carrying on of the Fisheries
only, should be admitted free of duty, such as, Nets, Seines, Lines, Hooks, Lead,
Cordage, Boat Sails, Graplings, Gaff and Fishing Boats, and that a bounty of
per quintal should be granted for dry Codfish cured by themselves. according to |
the quantity taken. - \ ~

I have the honor to be,
Sir, ‘
Your most obedient servant, ,
: THOMAS SAVAGE.
W. C. Burrage, Esquire, ‘
&e., &e. ‘

QueBkc, 21st October, 1852,

GENTLEMEN,—In answer to the questions subrnitted to me by the Committee on
the subject of the Gulf or Labrador Fisherics, I have the honor to state that T have
been engaged. in the Fisheries for the last ten years, and have had many proofs of the
disadvantage and discouragement that the operative fishermen have to contend
with. B ‘ ‘
The duties levied on cvery article requisite for the fisheries are so high that
itis impussible for any man, however industrious, to live by his earnings. The con-
scquence is now, that those engaged in the principal fishing ports in the Gulf of St. - - -
Lawrence, ‘those who embarked largely inthat trade have abandoned it, and their Lo
capital emploved in a different channel. : ‘ : ‘ g

I would, therefore, consider it would be advantagcous for that particular trade
that all articles necessary for the use of fishermen and the curing of fish should be.
imported duty free, and a bounty corresponding to that allowed by the American
Government to their fishermen be granted to the fishermen, subjects of Her Majesty. -

- T am led to understand that a very large trade in'fish has lg‘éen carried 'oh some:
years ago between the Gulf St. Lawrence and the West India Islands, which trade is
now altogether lost to this Province in consequence of excessive duties and a tofal '
‘absence of encouragement, ‘ ‘ o ' Lo
18 '
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‘These obstractions to the industry of our Gulf and Labrador operatives close
mine of wealth lying almost at their feet, which a Legislative cnactment removin
the obstructive duties, and granting the encouragement of a moderate bounty to th
operative fishermen, say of twenty s%illings per ton, would create a spirit of ente rise;
and contentment amongst the inhabitants, and prove of vast advantage to the Pro
vince at large.

T have the honor to be,
Gentlemen,
Your most obedient servant,

WILLIAM CORBET.

(No. 449.) ‘
INsproTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, . ,‘
Queztc, 28rd October, 1852,
Str,—In compliance with the request of the Committee of the Legislatiye
Assembly, appointed ¢ to inquire into the state of the Fisheries carried on in the i
“ Gulf of St. Lawrence,” as conveyed in your letter of the .20th instant, I havey)
the honor to inclose a statement of ‘the Revenue from the District of Gaspé, for the
ears 1846 to 1851 inclusive, and so much of the year of 1852 for which Returns.
ave been received. ‘ ‘ ‘
I have the honor to be,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

JOSEPII CARY,

To W. C. Burrage, Esquire, Deputy Inspector. :tj

Clerk of Committecs, Legislative Assembly.

STATEMENT of the Revenue from the District of Gaspé from the year 1846 to 1851,
and so much of the year 1852, for which Returns have been received: . .

Ports. 1846. 1847. 1848, 1849, 1850, 1851. 1852 -

to5th July. |

£ [s.|oj| £ |s]D]| £ |s|p]] £ Is.iD. £, |s.|nl| £ I8 £ i
Gaspbynnennnnnnnnnn|| 989 81 31| 627 9| 3| 468(10| 3|12058| 8]...||191s|14] 7|{1758| 10 16|| Baq
New Corlisleye..u......||1461{13]11|(2020| 8] 9||1317[17| of|2053 6| 6!|1239| 1| 8||1274|12| 4l|1045
Anmberst,..... ...o...|| 158)17] 5| 278016| 3|| 107] 5| o|| 388 15’ 2|| 41812} 7| 111{11] ol| 1071
Total, District,......... 2609]19] 7|12026/14| 3{|1893 12‘ 5(|4497 9’ 8 3676' sl 5((3094|14 2’ 2235

‘ i

JOSEPH CARY,

Deputy Inspector Gene
Inspector General’s Office, ‘

Quebec, 22nd October, 1852.

Havutrax, Nova Scorra, |
3rd November, 1852:.

Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letters dated‘;6ft
September and 21st Qctober. ‘ : ‘

- I herewith enclose the Acts for the protection of the Fisheries of British No

America, and, will endeavour to send you some further information on the sibj
alluded to. - : ﬂ

1
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I beg to say, that the honor of being the medium to convey such information
as I can procure for the Committee, is of itself quite a sufficient recompense for
any trouble which may attend it. : ‘

I have the honor to be,
‘ Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

HENRY TRACE,
Comptroller Her Majesty’s Customs.

To the Committee of the Legislative Assembly.

GENTLEMEN,—In answer to your communication of yesterday, I have been

- engaged in the Trade and Fisheries of the Labrador, the past sixteen years. I have
visited more than forty Harbours on that coast, and have given evidence to the Imperial
Government, the Legislature of Newfoundland, and information to Sir G. W. Sey-
mour, the Admiral of the North American Station, on 'the subject of the Fisheries.
The Fisheries and Trade of Labrador Jabour under great and serious disadvantages—
thcy are these ; on the importation of fish, oils, furs, salmon, &c., the produce of
Labrador (comprising its exports) into Canada, a duty is imposed of 124 per cent.,
while the same articles imported thence into Newfoundland, Nova Scotia,” New
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island pay no duties. - C

Labrador has a sea coast of 1,000 miles; in the fishing season a population of

over 30,000, who import all the provisions they consume and export to the amount
of £800,000 to £1,000,000 annually. The Americans and Nova Scotians fully .
alive to the profitable trade and rich fisheries of Labrador have, by every means
in their power, endeavoured to foster and encoura%e it, consequently the United
States and Nova Scotia each send many hundreds of fishing and trading vessels to
Labrador, and this trade is yearly increasing, while north of Lance Sablon there is not,
I believe, a single Canadian fishing or trading vessel. The advantages of the Trade
and Tisheries of Labrador must therefore be evident, and I would suggest that all
restrictions and duties should be removed, and the trade thrown open, and that a
trade with a country which would consume so much of the produce of Canada,
and where 7o duties are or can be collected or imposed, in consequence of its being
under no direct Government, (the Americans having the same right of fishery as
British subjects,) should, by every legitimate means, be encouraged. ‘

‘ In my opinion it is impolitic to begin a system of bounties, but should the
other North American Colonies do so, (not otherwise) it would be an encourage-
ment to, and ’twould enable your fishermen to compete with Americans and others,
if a bounty of 20s per tou, Register, were given to all vesscls under 100 tons,
fitted out in and belonging to ‘the Colony or hired for such purpose by a resident,
which vessel should be bona fide employed in the fishery, and absent on such voy-
age for four months. ‘

Your obedient servant, o ‘
MATTHEW H. WARREN.
Quebec, 28th October, 1852. Co o m

QUEBB:‘(J;, 1st Novembér, 1852. . |

: Sir,—1I have to apologize in not replying before this to the inquiries: made'in
your letter of the 10th of September, in reference to the Fisheries in the Gulf of
St. Lawrence or the Labrador Coast, but a press of business has prevented me from'

- aitending to the same.

.

ELI
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The house in which I am senior partner, has been acting as agents for a number

of establishments, residing at Gaspé and the Labrador Coast, engaged in the fishing'
business for nearly 20 years, and during that period cannot remember a single year-

but what complaints have been made to us of the difficulties houses engaged: in the
fishing business have had to contend with, in having to compete in Foreign markets
‘with rivals, receiving from their Government large bounties, either on the fish itself
or given to vessels engaged in that business, and I can say with confidence, if a
small protection or bounty, say 2s. 6d. per cwt., was made on all fish exported to’
Foreign markets, in British vessels, that the trade of the Province would be most
materially benefitted thereby, and a large increase of business be the result. And a.

further benefit would occur by the admission, duty free, of salt, declared to be

imported for that purpose. ‘

With respect to our trade with Labrador, it has not increased in any thing like
the proportion that it should do, when compared with the increase of the population
on that coast; which I have no hesitation in saying is caused by the impolitic course

adopted by our Government in levying dutics on their produce,when imported

from without the Province, thus driving the trade into the hands of the Americans,
and our ncighbours of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, who frequent the Labrador.

in incredible numbers during the Summer season ; and as there is nothing in the
shape of a Custom House for hundreds of miles on the coast, the vessels trading -
there,supply the inhabitants with a large proportion of flour, provisions, &c., required,

in payment for fish, furs, oils, &c., which, were it not for the duty already referred
to, would, to a large extent, find its way here for sale, and returns would be sent,
from this in flour, provisions, &c. What makes the matter appear more inconsistent

on our part, is that the very produce, (when imported direct, is charged with a pro-"

hibitory duty,) is admitted, vie Nova Scotia, and clearced as their produce, duty free.

I would here refark that several of our correspondents residing at Forteaux,
who have becn doing business with us for a number of years, have threatened unless’
the Act is repealed, to' quit the trade with Canada, and confine their transactions
with Nova Scotia and the United States. .

I have the honor to be,
Sir,’
Your obedient servant,

. HY. J. NOAD.
To the Chairman of the Committee ‘
on the State of the Fisheries.

: Cusrom House, SAINT JOHNS,
NEWFOUNDLAND, 16th November, 1852,

Sir,—I have had the honor to receive your letter dated the 9th ultimoy

requesting me to afford certain information to the Cowmittee of the Canadian.

Legislative Assembly, on the subject of the Fisheries prosecuted from this Island, to
which I beg leave to remark as follows :—

That I have employed a competent person to prepare the following described
Returns in connection therewith, at considerable labour, which will, Thave no doubty

be ‘found on investigation, to convey much uscful information to the Committee.

1. An account of all goods imported into this Island from various countriesy
with their respective values and quantities, for the ycar 1851, shewing whence the, .

supplies for the Fisheries are derived. o C
" 2. An account of the staple articles, the produce of the Fisheries exported to;

all parts, with their values and quantities, and value of all other exports for the same;

period. ‘ * ‘ ‘
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8. An ‘account of all vessels entered inwards, and cleared outwards in this
Jsland, (distinguishing British and Foreign) with their tonnage and men, and shew-
ing the trade with the different countries. o . ‘

4. Table, shewing the rates of all .duties payable on articles imported into
Newfoundland, (in British Sterling, or in Spanish Dollars, at the rate of 4s, 4d. each
dollar) together with a list of all goods exempt therefrom, on importation here. .

5. An account of all vessels cleared outwards in Newfoundland, for the Spring
Seal Fishery in the year 1851, with their tonnage and number of men employed.

And I beg leave to report further, that no bounties whatever are granted
either by the British or Colonial Government, in furtherance of the prosecution of the -
British Newfoundland and Labrador Fisheries. ‘ L

" That these Fisheries are confined to the catch of Cod, Seal, Salmon, Herrings, -
and Caplin on the coast of Newfoundland and Labrador, the Bank Fishery being
no‘lon%e“r prosecuted. L : S ‘

~ That they extend around this Island, (except at such Pplaces as are held under
Treaty by the French Government, including the Island of St. Pierres, Miquelon, -
and Langley,) and on the coast of Labrador, from the entrance of Hudson’s
Straight, to a line drawn due North and South from Aux Sablon to the 52. of North
latitude. X , "

That the British Fisherics have been annually protected by the visit of a man-
of-war, in Summer at the Western Ports, and by a ship-of-war, occasionally at Labra-
dor ; but the present scason the British Admiral personally visited this Port in a
line of battle ship, and was accompanied by a steam ship, and several others, smaller -
armed vessels, with a view to protection ; added to which, the Local Government
employed the present year, two small hired vessels only, for a similar purpose ; and
to prevent the French encroaching or taking bait in British waters, which is repre- -
sented as having had a very favorable effect : such revenue hired craft were paid off
at the end of the fishing season. ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ oo

That the supposed number of vessels and boats, and fishermen employed in the

Fisheries on this coast and Labrador the past year, is as follows, viz:—

Vessels and Boats,eeeeeveenaenses 4,570 .
Tonnage thereof,e s seeeveeesesnss 87,800 ‘ R
Men engaged therein,ec.cevveesss 17,670 :

Those vessels which are engaged at Labrador, return at the close of the fishing -
season, bringing back the families of the fishermen who have assisted in the cure of
fish there, ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ T
That the Seal Fishery is prosecuted in registered decked vessels, . fitted and "
sailing direct from this Island ; all of which depart about .the st March in each
year, and return to port as soon as a sufficient success may attend the enterprise ;.
they are usually from 50 to 200 tons, and are manned with compliments varying
from 30 to 60 personsin each. ' | S ‘ o
The other Fisheries, before referred to, are prosecuted in the Summer months;
or between May and October. - o ‘ SRS
" That the Labrador Coast is visited yearly by fishermen and trading vessels— .
from the United States, Canada, Nova Scotia, and neighboring Provinces as well';
but where no Custom House is established, duties collected, or other Revenue-
regulations exist. : o S
" That from and after the 10th October; 1849, all Imperial duties ceased to exist '
in this country, and goods are now only subject to one Colonial rate on imporiation,,
* as per table annexed, : . ‘ o
That in order to obtain early Foreign fish in markets in Europe, nime
British and Spanish vessels sail from the ports of this Island, between Jul
September, for British ports at Labrador, in ballast, and there load: ate
: g o
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‘Foreign markets, and could even, if they were so disposed, undersell them in their

- bt L |
St

which saves the expense of the transportation and final landing or re-shipment in"
this country, of such commodities, as Cod Fish, Salmon, Herrings, and Fish Oils,

In conclusion, I beg leave further to observe, that Newfoundland contains a
population consisting of 95,000 souls, who are depending principally, if not altoge-
ther, on other countries for food and supplies; and as the prosccution of agricul-

tural pursuits has not been found to answer, eéxcept as an auxiliary to our Fisheries, -

I humbly conceive, that a vast extended trade may be beneficially opened up with
Canada, in the supply by her, of all description of provisions, now particularly, in
exchange for the staple articles of this Colony, such as Cod Fish, Coud and Seal Oils, -
Seal Skins, Herrings, Salmon, Mackarel and Caplin, if such commerce were estab-'
lished upon a fair basis of Legislative reciprocity. « ‘
Should further information be required by the Committee in future, I shall be
happy in furnishing it on your application. ‘

I have the honor to be,
Sir, ‘
Your obedient servant,

GEORGE J. HAYWARD,
Comptroller of Customs
and Navigation Laws.
W. C. Burrage, Esquire,
Clerk, Committee Legislative Assembly,
' Quebec.

Pornt Sr. Prrek, 17th November, 1852.

S1r,—1I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 14th September last,
with general questions subjoined by the Committee to whom is referred the con-
sideration of the state of the Fisheries, carried on by the inhabitants of the Province
or other British subjects in the Gulf of St. Lawrence or Labrador coast, and request- |
ing me to transmit to you my answer thereto. In compliance with that request, I
have the honor, through you, of informing the Committee that, as Agent here of -
Abraham DeGruchy, .;E}squire, of the Island ‘of Jersey, I am engaged, concerned,
and interested in the Fisheries in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, by conducting one of
the most extensive establishments in that business at this place, where I fit out and
supply a considerable number of fishing boats for the Cod Fisheries in the Gulf;
under, my own management and superintendence, and also.supply a considerable |
number of the minor fishing establishments of this place, and for twenty miles along
this coast, in every article they require, for their Oocf Fishing, at their establishments’;
and Mr. DeGruchy’s establishment has so existed here since the year 1835. I am
not aware of any disadvantages under which the Fisheries. of this Province Iabor;
under compared with the Fisherics carried on from neighbouring Provinces. But.
the Fisheries of this, as well as the neighbouring British Provinces, I am under.the’,
necessity of explaining, labor under great disadvantages as compared with the.'
TFisheries carried on from France, the United States of America, and other Foreign®*
nations, by the respective Governments of these Foreign nations extendingto their",
Fisheries great encouragement, by exemptions from duties on every article required:’
for their Fisheries, and liberal Bounties, whereby their Fish Curers are enabled to’
undersell the Fish Curers of this and the neighbouriug British Provinces in al

home consumption—whereby this branch of business, which, in the Foreign, natict

be scarcely worth following after. These disadvantages, coupled with the encroack:
is ‘ ‘
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ments, for some years past, allowed to be made by the fishermen of the United States -
of America, with impunity, on the British fishing grounds in the Gulf of St. Lawrence;
inthe face of the existing Treaty of 1818, has depressed and discouraged this branch
ofbusiness, thatseveral, formerly very extensively engaged thercin, have of late yeats -
entirely abandoned it, and embarlked their capital in ogjer\pm’suits; while those who
have not as yet followed their cxample, have so curtailed their business, that oftén
poverty, want and wretchedness has ensued among their fellow-creatures, who
formerly made a tolerably good living. It is true that last season these British'fish-
ing grounds were well protected by Her Majesty’s ships of war cruizing in the Gulf;
whereby a more successful fishing was realized than has been experienced for many
seasons bygone ; and in anticipation that the same protection will be continued;, and .
in consequence of this Committee having been appointed by the Honourable Housé
of  Assembly to take into consideration the state of  the Fisheries in the ‘Gulf of ‘St,
Lawrence and Labrador coast, giving pressage. that something effectually beneficial

is about to be done to encourage and promote the Fisheries of this Provirce, several
of those who had abandoned the business arc making preparations for resuming the '
same, .and it is to be hoped they will not be disappointed in their expectations, I
am clearly of opinion, that the only good that can be done for these Hisheries is to .
continue the protective force in the Gulf, extend to those engaged therein encourage=
ment by exemptions from dutgr on every article required for the use of the Fisheries;
and bestowing upon them such liberal Bounties as are extended to those engaged'ini - -
the fishing business in the United States of America. In short, to assimilate the
Laws, Rules and Regulations of the Fisheries in this Province as nearly as jpracticable

to the Laws, Rules and Regulations of the United States of America. Such en-.
couragement, I am satisfied, will satisfy the most fastidious, and cnable all engaged
therein to prosecute with spirit and energy a branch of business which gives employ-
ment to thousands of all ages and sexes. ‘

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant, o -
JAMES ALEXANDER.
W. C. Burrage, Esquire, R
Clerk Fishery Committee,
House of Assembly,
Quebec.

To the Committee of the Legislative Aésembly on Fisheries: |

‘Being one of those constituting the Committee on the Fisheries, I there: -,
fore consider it my duty to give my views on the matter, havin%i been en*

gaged in the Fisheries in Gaspé, twenty-five years, and at Labrador for ‘the’last
ten years. I can positively state'that the people of this Province, engaged:in-those
fisheries cannot compete with the French, American, and even wit ‘those;of our
~ Sister Provinces, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and the Island of Prince Edward: .
The French Government granta bounty of*10 francs for every quintal of: dryifish -
cured by French subjeets and brought into France ;. the Americans allow a'boufity -
~ of 20s. “per ton, measurement, of Vessels ; Nova Scotia grants 20s:peif; tonj; d:
Prince Edward Island 12s. 6d. per ton, and £400 in prizes; New Brunswickallows -
‘no tonnage bounty, but admits fishing tackle and other materials ‘used, forithe -
Pisheries, free of duty. Under these circumstances, it isimpossible for:the fishiermen: -
of this Province to-compete with their neighbours; and to trade‘in the' same:marke:
T would' recommend & bounty of 20s. per ton'measurement, fox ever ckdd
vessel registered in‘this Province, engaged'in the Cod and Mackarel: Fisherie
o ‘ o ‘ Lo

y
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the season, say four months, this would in part enable us to compete with the
American fishermen, who charge us a duty of 20 per cent on fish imported by us into -
the United States. In the Bay of Chalcurs where the American vessels resort, in
scores for mackarel, there is riot a vessel of this' Province so engaged, but if a
bounty were given, it would be the means of enabling our fishermen to build
“ schooners, and to adopt the same system of fishing as the Americans. The amount-
80 paid by the Province would, in part be made up by the duty on luxuries, of 12§
per cent, which the fishermen would use, if they could compete and live as well as
their neighbours ; but under the present system, they can only rcalize the common
necessarics of life. I am of opinion that measures should also, be taken to encourage,
if possible, and by all means, the labouring fisherman industriously pursuing in
his boat his occupation, and business at the fisheries; for instance, 1 would give a
bounty of one shilling per quintal for dried fish, to any boat’s crew of two men, who,
fishing at least five months in the season, should take 80 quintals, or over.. The
annual appropriation for this encouragement to the Fisheries peed not exceed
£5,000. There formerly was a considerable trade with the West Indies, which has
long ceased to exist, from the total inability of our merchants to compete in those
markets with the Americans, and other foreigners. If encouragement were given,
s0 as to revive that important trade, we should recover a hundred fold in our -
revenue, any small outlay we might make in promoting it. Our Fisheries are
depressed beyond mecasure, whilst those of our neighbours are flourishing, and
who, by means of them, carry on a profitable trade with the West Indics, South
America, and the Mcditerranean. I am of opinion that the produce of our own .
Gulf fisheries, if encouraged, would supply us in return with West India produce,
more than nccessary, for the supply of the whole consumption of the Province.

The oldest merchants in the trade of the fisheries are now fast curtailing' their
business for want of Legislative encouragement. The Government will, in my
opinion, be highly blamcable, if it does not cxtend its care and protection to the
Fisheries. This we have long sought, and still seck for, not as a matter of favor
but of justice, and we cntertain a hope the Government will finally attend to our

just demands.
DAVID LEBOUTILLIER, M. P. P.
Quebec, 8th November, 1852,

8th Novembler, 1852.. |

Mr. Francis Ahier,of Gaspé having perused the matter submitted to the Committee,
by David Le Boutillier, Esq., Member for Bonaventure, says, he concursin all that is;
stated by that gentleman. A long residence in the Bay of Gaspé, that is to say’
since 1824, during which time he has been constantly concerned in the trade and -

fisheries, enables him to state with confidence that this branch of national industry. "
having to contend as it does, with fisheries carried, on at their doors by Foreigners:
encouraged by bounties as well as by their fellow subjects of the neighbouring Pro-
vinces, enjoying also encouragement, is going downwards.” We cannot compete i
Foreign markets with them. "We have no trade for instance with the West Indies
although it might, if we had any thing like a liberal encouragement, carry on a
extensive trade with those Islands, particularly in our inferior fish—fish of the best,
quality being-sent to the Mediterranean and South America markets. The: conse
gluence is, that a large portion of the inferior fish of the Gaspé District goes t
alifax, whence it goes to the West India markets, by means of which the Halifa
merchants carry on a profitable trade, bringing home West India produce in return
which he sends to Canada, deriving a handsome profit from a trade which w
altogether forego for want of encouragement from the Legislature of our owr
" Province, which most unaccountably seems insensible of the value of the fisherie
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and immense trade that might be carried on through them. 1 think the
bounty of a shilling per quintal of dried Codfish to a boat’s crew of two’
men, realizing eighty quintals or over in any one season, scarcely a sufficient .
encouragement, considering the very low ebb at which, for want of protec-
tion for the time past, the fisheties actually are reduced; I am of opinion that
if a bounty is to be given to the fishermen; 1t should be at least for the first season, -
one shilling and six pence, which for eighty quintals would make £6 or £3 for
each'man. This really would be an extra encouragement, though after all a small
one, for five months’ hard labor. Boat’s crews not realizing eighty quintals, of course
would get no bounty. Thus the laborious and industrious would be rewarded, and
the country’s trade would be the gainer, while the idle and negligent fishermen
would profit nothing, at least, through the treasury of the Province ; whereas those
who should take eighty quintals or more would certainly get something worth while,
for instance, a boat’s crew who should take in the season 100 quintals, (which, in
good scasons, is not unusual) would be entitled to £7 10s., and so on for any greater
quantity. ‘The Legislature should, of course, provide against imposition, and take
care that the precise quantity taken by each boat’s crew claiming the bounty be
faithfully ascertained. ~ I do not suggest anything on this head, as it is matter of
detail only to be considered if the Legislature thinks fit to grant bounties. -

Queszc, 28rd February, 1853.

Sir,—In acknowledging reccipt of your commaunication of the 17th instant, I
beg leave to state in reply to the question put to me by the Committee to whom is
refered the consideration of the state of the Fisheries. ‘ ‘ e

That I have not for many years had any concern in commerce, and consequently
do not supply any house concerned 4in the Fisheries. C ‘

In reply to the general question, T beg further to state it is too self-evident to
malke it a question, that the Fisheries cannot be carried on to advantage, if at all,
unless in some way encouraged by Legislative aid. ‘ S

' New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Island allowing a bounty on
fish, it is impossible that Canada, not being so immediately in the vicinity of‘y the
Fishing Grounds, can compete with them. ) o ‘

Many years ago when I was concerned in commerce, an Act was in force of the
Imperial Parliament, I belicve, 14 George 3rd, by which, under a Schedule, a certain
value was affixed to certain articles, the produce of the West Indies and Canada;
any person shipping Canada produce mentioned,in the said Schedule, was permitted
to bring a return cargo of articles likewise mentioned in the Schedule free of: duty
to the same amount shipped. The' effect of this was to afford a constant demand’
for Canada produce at an enhanced price, and tv enable the farmers and inhabitants
to obtain the articles received in return at a'reduced price. At that period the
‘West India trade was very considerable, as the shipment of flour and other articles’
was generally made to the West Indies, not only by our own shippers, but also '
.hose of the other Colonies, as their vessels were sent to Quebec to load for the pur-
pose of obtaining the advantage of the return cargo. Since that Act has beenrepealed -
there has been no trade of any consequence with the West Indiess I can suggest .
no better moce of encouraging the Fisheries (although I am aware that' protection’, .
in any shape is considered objectionable) under the peculiar situation in which this; -
Colony is placed, arising out of the protection given by all the surrounding Colonies;
than a revival of that Act, with some changes and alterations to make it more appl
cable to the present state of the commerce of the country, by the addition of some:
articles not included in the Schedule, and leaving out others. Rum, for instance;
was one of the articles of import which may now well be left out, ‘and if my- recd]
lectton is correct, I think "Fisﬁ was not one of the articles of export mentionedy:

‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ Qs
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vessels that came up from Halifax gencrally purchased their fish below—a reference
to the Act may, no doubt, suggest other articles. At the period I speak of, horses;
which were one of the enumerated articles, were reared by the farmers for expor-
tation, and a considerable commerce cxisted in that article, which has entirely, I
believe, ceased to exist. A reference to the books of the Custom House will show
the various articles shipped to the West Indies when that Act was in force. Vessels
loading for the West Indics necessarily required many articles, the produce of the
country, to make up an assorted cargo, such as apples, onions, potatoes, butter, &c.,
&c., all of which was beneficial to the farmer, and in various ways the loss of duty
on the retarn cargo was amply made up to the country. Co

Your obedient servant,

| BENJAMIN TREMAIN.
To W. C. Burrage, Esq. ‘ ‘

(Extract from a letter received from Gaspé, to the Chairman of the Commititee.)

Messrs. LeBoutillicr and Fauvel are great advocates for ““protection,’” as last
season, the bencficial effects of which are already felt, in the rise, both of the Ameri-
can and Colonial markets. The Americans know better than our Colonial Govern-
ment, the immense wealth, which we have in our Gulf and Shore Fisheries, which
indced arc the very Peru of British America, and they arc most anxious to partici-
pate in them in common with the Colonists, but these must know right well, that
the thing is not safe or practicable without annexation, and that if we cannot get
¢ Reniprocity” without sharing our Fisherics with Forcigners, we should do without
it, as we have done before,

An Account of all the vessels cleared outwards in the Island of Newfoundland, for
the Spring Seal Fishery in the yecar 1851, with their tonnage and number of
men cmployed. 3

o = e —,
hips [ Tons. | Men.
From what Ports sailed. P Tons. | Men.
No. | No. | No.
8t.Jobns,. ...ooiiiinninn. tesetas Terstienesananenaiies e tereneenan, veeosd| 92| 9200 3480
Harbor Grace, vovevevsn e eiener et teaas P PN 64| 5949, 2398
Spaninrds Bay,. ..ottt ceireinaenaas PN .. B| 439/ 192
LT T 34| 8408] 1226
Brigus, Ct1]]1ids and Port de Grilee, v o vreieiirereerrennnsonnascsnais PN 57| 5309 2019
Trinity and Catalina,, c . vvvvene it e iiiiiiiiiiiir i iaeieireerasneiniiianns 80| 2573 999
New Palican and Hart's Harbour,....... 11| 927] 3867
Greenspond, +.ovieiirienn s R 23| 1740 696
Bay Bulls, Aquafort and Reviews,............ . 7 651 259
' Total employed from the Island,.........c. oo, 323 30,19(? 11,629,

GEO. J. HAYWARD,
Comptroller of Customs and Navigation Laws.
Custom House, St. Johns,
Newfoundland, 16th November, 1852.

PornT St. PETER, GASPE,

‘ ‘ ‘ 24¢h November, 1852.

Srr,—In answer to the general question subjoined to your letter of the 14th of..
September last, by the Committee to whom is referred the consideration of the state’
of the Fisheries carried on by the inhabitants of this Province or other. British sub

22
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jects in the Gulf of St. Lawrence or Labrador Coast, we have the honor to inform
the said Committee that we are engaged and concerned, on our own account, in the
Cod Fisheries carried on in the Gulf of the St. Lawrence to a considerable degree,
having a pretty extensive fishing establishment at. this place, where we fit out and
supply a good many fishing hoats under our own superintendence, and also advance
“and supply a good many smaller concerns and British fishermen with every: article
they require for their Cod Fisheries in the Gulf, taking ;t)]ayment for these advances
and supplics in cod fish taken by these concerns and fishermen in the Gulf in the
course of the fishing season, as we were formerly, as agents of Messrs. John and
Francis Perree, of the Island of Jersey, engaged and concerned in these Fisheries.
We must confess that we are not much acquainted with the Fisheries carried on in
the Gulf or Labrador from the neighbouring British Provinces, and therefore not
prepared to say that the Fisheries of this Province labor under disadvantages com-
pared with the Fisheries carried on from the neighbouring British Provinces. But
we know and feel the great disadvantages under which the British Fisheries in this
‘as well ‘as these neighbouring Provinces have to contend as compared with the
Fishcries carried on from the United States of America, France and other Foreign |
nations, in conscquence of the vast encouragement granted by the respective
. Governments, of these Foreign nations to their Fisheries, by exemptions from duty
on every article required for their Fisheries, and by liberal bounties and other
allowances, whereby th_y are enabled to undersell the Fish Curers of this and the
neighbouring British Provinces in all Foreign countries, and 'could also undersell
them in their own home markets—truly producing such a depression in the fishing
business of this and the neighbouring British Provinces as to render it so unprofitable
as to be not worth following after. The Fishermen of the United States of America
having, for a number of ycars, been permitted in the face of the existing Treaty of
1818, to encroach upon the British Fishing Grounds in the Gulf of the St. Lawrence,
to the great injury of the British Fisheries therein, is another grievance with which
the British Fisheries in this Province, as well as the neighbouring British Pro-
vinees, have had these years to labor under; and all these disadvantages combined
have so operated upon many who werc extensively engaged therein as to abandon the
same, and invest their capitals in other more profitable employment—while those
who have continued to follow after the fishing business have so much limited their
investments as to be seriously felt by the poor fishermen in this quarter. The pro-
tection, however, afforded to-the British Fisheries last season. in the Gulf of the St.. - .
Lawrence by Fer Majesty’s ships of war, having enabled those concerned in the
Cod Fisheries in this ‘quarter to realize a more successful fishing last season than
they had done for a great many years previously ; and in the. expectation that the '
same protection will be continued in time to come, with the belief that something - ..;
-effectual will be forthwith recommeénded by the aforesaid Committe to ameliorate the
condition of those engaged in the fishing business in the Gulf of the St. Lawrence, = *
has so operated upon some of those who had abandoned the business that they are
making preparations for resuming the same, and it is to be hoped they. will not be ..
disappointed in their just expectations. The exemption from duty on every article . '
required for the Fisheries in this Province, and the extension of liberal bountiesand - .-
similar other allowances to those cngaged and concerned therein,. as are extended
and allowed to those engaged and concerned in the Fisheries from the United States
of America, would be a great and advisable boon to be given to those eéngaged and
concerned in the Fisheries in the Gulf of the St. Lawrence in this Province, and
would enable them to compete with the Fish Curers of other nations. And-there-
forc a continuation of the protection offered by Her Majesty last season to our -
~ Fisheries, and the extension to those engaged and concerned therein of bounties and .-
other allowances as nearly similar as possible as are granted to those engaged:an
concerned in the Fisheries of the United States of America, are’ the only:measir
we can suggest that would remove the disadvantages under which the Fisheriesin:thi
‘ ‘ , v
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Gulph and Labrador labor under, as compared with the Fisheries carried on from
France, the United States of America and other Foreign nations.  In short we are
of opinion, that unless the laws, rules, regulations, bounties, allowances and advan-
tages of the Fisheries of this Province, carried on in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and
Labrador coast are assimilated as nearly as [r)racticable to the laws, rules, regulations,
bountics, allowances and advantages of the United States of America, that this branch
of business which givesemployment to thousands of all ages,must be entirely abandoned
'~ We have the honor to be, Sir, ‘
Your most obedient servants,
JOHN and ELIAS COLLAS.
W. C. Burrage, Esq.,
Clerk Committee,
Quebec.

The following letter from Captain (now Rear Admiral) Edward Boxer, to
the Executive Government on being called for by the Committee, were laid before
it, by direction of the IHonorable. the Provincial Sccretary.

(Copy.)
QueBgc, 81st Ostober, 1848,
S1r,~—I have the honor to forward to you, for His Excellency’s information; .
copy of a Jetter I have addressed to Rear Admiral Sir F. Beaufort, Hydrographer
of the Navy,in answer to his request to supply him with a list of all those places, at
which it had appeared to me, from my professional experience, it would be desirable
a Light-house should be established, the establishment of Light-houses in our Colo-
nial possessions, occupying at present the deliberations of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment; and having served many years in this country, and given this important sub- -
ject much consideration, and cxperiencing the great want of them while serving in
the Saint Lawrenee, in command of Her Majesty’s ships Hussar and Pigue.
I beg, therefore, respectfully to ¢all His Excellency’s attention to those I have
considered of importance should be established without delay ; the great loss of life
‘and property that takes placc annually, and the high rate of insurance on the trade:
in conscquence, (ten per cent heing now charged) with the prospect of the trade
increasing, should the free navigation of the Saint Lawrence he granted, calls, in
my opinion, for a further increase in those necessary guides for their safety, and I -
beg to assure His Excellency that the most experienced Masters in the Quebec and
Montreal trade are also of my opinion, and when this great object can be obtained
with so trifling an expense in their crection and maintenance, compared to its im- .
‘portance to the Province and its trade, the annual expense in maintaining them *
~would not require more than three farthings a ton on the shipping, and their erec-
tion not more than £5,000, with the appropriated grant for the improvement of the'/,
navigation from Quebec to the sea, in addition to the 4d. per ton required for our
present establishments, which was unanimously approved of in a Bill introduced by
the Attorney General in the House of Assembly in 1847, but thrown out by the !
Legislative Council, but which is absolutely necessary, should be again brought for- -
ward at the next meeting of the Provincial Parliament, otherwise the present reve- !
nue will not be able to support its establishment ; or the Bill so long recommended:
by the Trinity Board for the consolidation of all its laws, and made similar to the
laws that govern .the great commercial ports in England, (whichis so much re-
" quired) be introduced in its stead o o ‘ |
I feel it also my duty to point out to His Excellency that the Trinity Board,
(from its increascd duties which require a constant superintendence and inspection)
should be provided with a steamboat which has been so often petitioned for by the
Board, and as the work can be done so much better and with half the' expense of:
the one contracted for, it is therefore of importance it should be provided for in the’
new Bill which was introduced in the Bill thrown out.

H
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I beg also to recommend that the Harbour Master’s fees be abolished, a tax so
uncqually levied on the trade, a schooner of 60 tons paying the same as a vessel of |
1,400, and a fixed salary paid to him out of the tonnage duty, which has also long
becn recommended. B e ‘ ‘ o

- It would also be advisable that the Harbour Master’s boat, (which is so much: .
required for the superintendence of the trade in this extensive harbour) should be
relieved from its employment in conveying the Quarantine Physician on board ves-
sels arriving in the Harbour of Quebec, more particularly as his duty could be as
well performed by accompanying the Boarding Custom House Officer, their exami- ,
nation of the Emigrant ships being similar, and the trade relieved from an unneces-
sary delay in having two boats to clear them. " And when it is taken into conside- -
ration that the navigation is open only scven months in the year, and the vast im-
portance it is to the trade that every facility should be given them in passing‘
through its extensive waters, having also to compete with the American'canals,
trust, therefore, I shall not be thought presuming in having offered these sugges-
tions for His Excellency’s consideration, which appear to me (from my professional
expcrience) are of so much importance to the interests of the Province, should be

adopted.
I have, &c., o
EDWD. BOXER, R. N.
Captain of the Port, and
Harbour Master of Quebec. .

The Hon. JaMEs LESLIE, Secretary,
Montreal.

(True Copy.) ‘ o
Queskc, 30k October, 1848.

Str,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a letter addressed to me
by your direction, from Captain Beecher, of the 22nd ultimo, informing me that the .
establishment of Light Houses on the shores of our Colonial possessions is occupying.
in a great measure, the deliberations of Her Majesty’s Government, and requesting
me to send you a list of all those places wherc it appeared to me, (from my profes- -
sional experience) it will be desireable a Light House should be erected, and whether
it should be fixed or revolving, and the remarks and observations which lead me to
that conclusion, and the advantages that could be gained by its establishment.
In answer to which I have the honor to inform you, that during the time I

- commanded Her Majesty’s ships ¢ Sparrow Hawk,”” ¢ Hussar,” and * Pique,” I~
served several years on the North American station, my attention was necessarily
“called to this important subject, and while in the command of the .* Hussar,” wag
employed in surveying and settling the geographical positions of the different Capes
and Head-lands in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and on  the completion of that sérvice = .
I had the honor to report to Sir Charles Ogle, the Commander in Chief, the great .
want of lights in the.Gulf and River Saint Lawrence, and the importance for'the .
safety of its trade (the amount of the loss of life and property being immense... .’
annually) its shores should be lighted, and I recommended that St. Paul’s Island, Cape "
Rae, the east and west end of Anticosti, Cape Rosier, and the north and ‘east end’,."
of Prince Edward Island, as good sites for their establishment; and while in the’’
command of the ¢ Pique,” serving on the same station, I also had the honor to;"
recommend to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the great ‘necessity of
further lights being established on Biquet and Red Island, and the importance of one*
being erected on ‘Table Island on the coast of Nova Scotia, and I beg to refer youto: .
‘that Report, dated July, 1883, which states my reasons for. recommending it, an

- am still of the same opinion, but I should further recommend that a gun.be:p acec

b L
'
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 there to fire every half hour in foggy weather. 'And on my appointment in- 1841
to the office I now hold, I called the attention of His Excellency.the Govern
General and the Trinity Board to this important subject. The great loss of life a
roperty, with the high rate of insurance on the trade to the Gulf and River call
oudly for improving its dangers, and I recommend that Red Island and the east
end of Auticosti should be lighted without delay, and a better system adopted for
the education of Pilots; also erecting beacons, as land marks on different points on
. the south shore of Anticosti, and between Cape Chat and Cape Rosier, the land
~ being so difficult to distinguish, particularly during short intervals of clearings in
foggy weather, with the establishment of fog guns, bells and gongs at the different
: Ligziit Houses. Those recommendations having been approved of and recommended by
the Home Government to be adopted, and the Provincial Government having in 18‘4% |
granted £18,000 for that purpose, the Trinity Board thisycar hasbeen enabled toadopt |
many of the suggestions recommended, (13) thirteen additional buoys having been
laid down in the River, also contracting for beacons as land marks, and lighting. the -
east end of Anticosti. Red Island will also be lighted the beginning of next month;
But the St. Lawrence Canals having been opened this year, the trage must still fu
 ther increase, being decidedly of opinion, if the frec navigation of the Saint Lawrence
is granted, with the corn laws repealed (having a practical knowledge of the whole -
route from Chicago to the sca) that the greater part of the produce of the Western
States of America for Home consumption that have shipping ports in the Lakes, as .
well as our own, will be transported to Europe through rthe waters of the Saint -
Lawrence, for this simple reason that it can be done cheaper, quicker and shipped
in better order, than it can be done through the Canals of the United States; also !
the yearly crops can be shipped before the navigation closes, it appearing to me, it. ;
would be more productive to the grower by warchousing it in Eingland (to take the
advantage of the markets) than to be shut up five winter months in this' country}; ;
but to carry out this important object it would be nccessary to give every facility
for the transport of the trade through our Canals, with good and safe channels to
them, carrying the same depths of water as can pass through the locks, and leaving |
no parts of its waters without good lights, buoys, beacons and pilots for its safe
i
:

~ navigation ; and having given. this subject much consideration, I should thereforé !
‘recommend the following places as proper sites for the additional lights that might .
be required, viz: : ‘ T

‘ St. Poul's Island, ‘ ‘ Sl (B
I have always been of opinion it was unnecessary that' two lights should be
established on this Island. The Commissioners appointed to examine and fix the :
~ site for a light on it, only recommended one, and it would have been far better-had
one of them been placed on the Bird Rock or Cape. Ray. At present it appears:
me of importance. that a gun to fire every half hour should be substituted . for the.
bell, and I have just becn informed by the master of the ship ¢ Enchantress
wrecked on St. Paul’s Island on the = ultimo, that his vessel would have be
- saved had a gun been established on the Island to fire every half hour, as he mit
have heard the report in time to have avoided the danger. I should, therefor
strongly recommend that a gun be placed there in lieu of the bell, without.
least delay, which is also the opinion of the most experienced masters in the trad

_ Bird Rock.

I am strongly of opinion, that a light should be established on this rock, the
current almost always setting to the southward, which frequently gets ships info
difficulties among the dangers in its vicinity, and it being in the direct passage
through the Gulf, makes it nccessary that it should be seen in the. night, that-/é
‘delay might take place in rounding it, which is of importance to vessels inward-4fd:
‘outward bound. . o . S

e
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A light on this Cape would, in' my opinion, be of the greatest’service to'the
trade, the ice in the spring invariably setting down- on the "St, Paul’s Island and
Cape Breton ; vessels arc therefore obliged to keep on the Newfoundland shore ;'and
© this being the entrance to the Gulf, it is of importance that both sides should be
lighted, for it often happens that one side is covered by fog, when the other is quite.
clear, which is another strong reason that one of the lights on St. Paul’s Tsland’
should be shifted to it. ‘ CREE C
‘ ‘ o ‘Cupe Raosier.

T have always been of opinion that a light with a.gun on this Cape would be
of importance to the trade, the current invatiably settling to the southward, and the
wrecks that take place annually in its vicinity (five ships having been wrecked this- =~ -
season, one the ¢ Astoria,” with'a general cargo, valued at £60,000) shews the '
great, necossity for its establishment, and, had a gun been there to fire ‘every -, "
half hour, those: vessels' would have been saved, as they must have heard the report =
in passing it, which would have enabled them to avoid the danger, it being very
foggy when they run on shore.. - o

West end of Anlicosti.

A light having been established on the east end, it appears to me of importance, "
for the passage of the North Channel, that a light should also be cstablished at; the
west end, it heing a dangerous point, and which would be of great service to ships -
beating up between Anticosti and Cape Rosier, by allowing them to cross to the .
north shore in the night, a quicker passage being always made by beating up on that
shore, in consequence of a strong current always running down on the south shore.

Last end of Prince Etwend’s Island. o

A light should be established on this low, dangerous place, which would-be of -~
the greatest service to the trade passing through the Gut of Canso, particularly to =
thasc bound to Miramichi, the Bay ‘Chalenr, and the Gulf Ports of New Bruns-
wick: it therefore appears to me of importance a light should be. established there as
soon as possible, ‘ S oo

‘ North end of Prince Edward’s Island. | o

This low, dangerous point also requires to be lighted, which would be-of " .
[importance to the trade bound to Miramichi, the Ports on the Gulf shore of New . .
Brunswick, and the Bay Chaleur, and also to vessels passing through the Straits, of + °
Northumberland.  Many wrecks take place on this coast. co

"Point Birch, Island ‘of Misood, at the South énlmnw of the Bay Chaleur. .

The trade to Campbleton, Bathurst, Dalhousie, Carlisle, and other Ports in: the-
Bay Chaleur, having so much increased, and is still increasing, makes it of import-.
ance that a light should be established on this low, dangerous point, and which woul
also be of importance to the trade of the River Saint Lawrence, many ships beating
up with a foul wind, after being set up on that shore, the current invariably sétting,
to the southward. ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ S

*

»

4

Bersimds Point, on the North Shore. CL e

The great difficulty to distinguish distances from' the lights in the! Gi
River Saint Lawrence, in consequence of a haze often hanging on, the. glass
lanterns, makes it necessary that a light'should be established on -th
between Point des Monts and the Saguenay, the brilliancy of Biquét
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often deceiving the Pilots and Masters of vessels as to the distance from it I should

_ therefore recommend that a light be established on Point Bersimis, as the most
eligible site for one, which would very much lessen the dangers of Port Neuf and’
Manicouagan shoals. Many wrecks every season take place on these shoals. :

Grandel Tsland (one of the Kamouraska Tslands.)

A small light on this Island would be of great service to the trade, particularly
in the fall months, as it would enable ships to pass Hare Island shoal with safety in
the night, vessels often being obliged to heave to'or anchor, waiting for daylight ' to
pass between it and the Pilgrims, ‘ o

St. Rocli’s Shoals, entrance of the Traverse.

I have always considered it would be of great advantage to the trade if a fixed
light was placed on this shoal, instead of the floating light, which could be easily.an
safely done by sinking blocks and erccting a lighthouse on'them, it often happenin
that the light vessel is injured by ships running aboard of her in passing through the,
Traversc, and sometimes breaks adrift in heavy gales. of wind, leaving for a time that
dangerous place without its necessary gnide, and as the annual expense would not:
‘be half that of the floating light, which in a few ycars would pay for its erection, 1’
should therefore strongly recommend that it be adopted; and while employed on the
Naval and Military Commission for the defence of Canada, I pointed out to Her,
Majesty’s Government the defenceless state of the River Saint Lawrence, and ‘as,
heavy guns could be mounted on the blocks for the defence of the Traverse, (amost:
important point to be defended,) no time, in my opinion, should be lost in adopting.
~ this reommendation. : ' L

Bellechasse Tsland,

A small river light would be of service on this Island, and a refuge harbour,
which is so much required for the river and gulph trade, could be made here with
very little expense. o

Carousel Island, one of the Seven Islands.

There being no light on the north shore to the eastward of Point des Monts,
it would be of great service to the trade if a light was established on this Island, (the'.
harbours among them being extremely ood,) which would be very often useful ag:
a refuge harbour in gales of wind from the eastward or westward. This light would -
also be of great service in beating up on the north shore. o

Between Quebec and Montreal,

A small light is required on St. Antoine, a dangerous point, about 18 miles
from Quebec. With this exception, the whole river between Quebec and Montreal:
is extremely well lighted. o

- Lakes St: Louisy St. Francis, and the River Oltawa.

The naval and military commission reported to His Excellency the Governé
General, the great necessity for the establishment of lights on those Lakes and Rivef
the trade (for the want of them) not being able to navigate them in-the night ; and
the Canals being now open, makes it stili more necessary they should have suffici
- guides for that purpose, and mecasures, I believe have been taken to adopt their r
commendation. The establisement of small lights between Cornwall and Kingstop:
would also be of great advantage, it being of the greatest importance, their pwéﬁg
from the Upper Lakes to Montrcal and Quebec should not be impeded, five mont
- of the year being shut up, from having any communication with the sea.’ iy

28
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Lakes Ontario and - Brie.

Great attention has been paid to the lighting of those Lakes, but it appears to
me the harbour: lights should be made more brilliant, which would also answer for
the general trade on their passage up and down, the American shores being cx-

tremely well lighted.

" Lake Huron.

As our trade increases to Lake Superior, it will be necessary for lights to be
established between the entrance of River Sinclair and Cape Hurd, and from that
Cape to Sault St. Mary, also between Cape Hurd and Penetanguisheene. That
Cape or in its vicinity appears to me of importance should be lighted wiihout delay. -

In recommending the establishment of the above additional lights in the Gulph
and River St. Lawrence, I am aware, in carrying them all out at present, it would
be attended with too great an expense, not only for their erection but to the trade -
~in maintaining them.. But: when it is taken into consideration, the dangcrs and
difficulties of its navigation, in consequence of the horizon hardly ever being true,
the currents so very irregular and - the difficulty of judging the true distance from
 the land, with fogs and partial clearings, (the north shore often being clear when o

the south is covered), and the very great importance it is to the trade to get clear =
of its dangers (on their second voyage home) betore the navigation closes, and the
high rate of insurance: (being now ten per cent.—England—fall voyage out and '
home—ten per cent.—United States, same voyage out and home about seven per.
cent) causcd entirely by the great loss of life and property that annually takes place,

by wrecks on its shores, and with a prospect of its trade increasing, should. the free
navigation ofthe Saint Lawrence be granted. No time, in my opinion, should be lost

in ‘establishing those of the most importance, and I should therefore strongly recom-
mend the following, viz:— ‘

St. Paul’s Island.—A gun to fire every half hour in foggy weather to be sub-
stituted for the fog bell, and if practicable the revolving light to be removed to
Cape Ray.

Bird Rock, Cape Rosier, with a gun to fire every half hour in foggy weather,

Grandel Tsland and a fixed light to be established on St Rock’s Shoal instead
of the floating one.  Should the above recommendations be carried out, I am satis-
fied the trade could easily maintain them, (the tonnage by Customs returns during Y

‘ .« the last three years, averaging as per wmargin, annually, independent -
oot ey Jacvess  of the Gtulph-and River Trade) by a duty levied of 5d. currency per
;},‘j{,{,gﬂ(‘:{ggggf;*l 'ton, which would be ample for their rqaimenancc, and less burdensome ',
sz tos, L0 the trade than in any other part of the world, and the unappropri--
——"""  ated money, (for the improvement of the navigation below Quebec) . .

‘ " with an additional grant of £5.000 would be ample for their erection, .’
1 shall have the honor to send a copy of this letter to His Excellency the Governor. "
eneral, and I have to request you will be pleased to lay this before the Lords , -
Jommissioners of the Admiralty, who are aware of my great anxiety to improve .
ihe dangers of the Saint Lawrence, which every day shews is of so much importance

to the ‘ orth American Provinces. o

" I have, &e., | : ‘

(Signed,) - EDWD. BOXER, o
‘ Captain Roydl Navy.' .

_ ction of anObsef

vatory in the Citadel of Quebec has been approved of, and an estimate made: by’

Board of Ordnance for its erection, but I am sorry to say no other:steps have

-+ P. 8—You are aware that my recommenaation' for the erection
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taken for its establishment, although the cost for its erection and maintenance would:

‘be so trifling compared to its great importance to the trade, from the great difficulty’

- they have in rating their chronometers: after they once enter the Gulph of the St;
Lawrence, the horizon at all times being so imperfect, and the Masters of vessels;

being generally ignorant to do so by an artificial one, and I am quite satisfied if the'

Government would pay for its erection (about £450) the trade would willingly pay’ .
for its maintenance. o ‘ o L Co
I herewith enclose also agrecably to your request, a statement how the lights -
should be distinguished if my recommendations are generally adopted. E

(Signed,) = E. B,

‘Statement of additional lights (whether fixed or revolving) recommended to be e‘l,,r
tablished in the Gulph and River Saint Lawrence. .

St. Poul’s Island—A fixed light with a gun to fire every half hour.

Cape Ray—Revolving light. ‘

Bird Rock—Red light with a gun.

Tust End of Anticosti, (exhibited)—Fixed light with a bell,

South-west End of ditto, (exhibited)—Revolving light with a gun.

West Eind of ditto—TFixed light with a bell. - RS
‘ Cape Rosier—Two lights vertical in the same light-house with a gun to fire,
every half hour. : ‘ : S

East End of Prince Edward’s Island—Fixed light with a bell. The one on the'
North entrance of the. Gut of Canso to be changed to red. B

North End of ditto—Red light with a gong. -

Point Birch, North End of Mission Istand—Fixed light with a’bell. o

Carousel Island, one of the Seven Islunds—Two fixed lights, vertical in the same
light-house, (one white and the other red) with ‘a gong. ‘

Pointe des Monts, (exhibited)—Fixed light with- a bell. o

Pointe Bersimis—Two lights vertical in the same light-house with a gong.

Biquet, (exhibited) —Revolving lights with a gun firing every hour. .

Red Island, (o be exhibited immediately)—Fixed red light with a bell.

Green’ Island, (cxhilated)—Fixed light with a gong.

Grandel Islond—Two fixed lights vertical in the same light-House.

Traverse—Fixed light on St. Roch’s Shoal with a gong. ‘

Bellechasse—Small fixed light with a bell,

o
=]

(Signed,) E. BOXER, '
(T py?) Captain, Royal Ngv-y.» .

rue copy. ‘ :
(Sigued,) E. B.

 The Representation of the Chamber of Commerce of the Island qf Jersey,. N

HumsLy SHEWETH,—

That, the Merchants of this Island have, for upwards of a century, bee
extensively engaged in the North American Fisheries in Newfoundldnd, Canadd
New Brunswick, and Cape Breton, at all of which they have large establishment
for carrying on the trade, which have been created at a considerable expense.

That the Capital employed by them in the Fisheries may be estimated: at/’
quarter of a million pounds sterling. ‘ ‘ ‘

That the nutnber of vessels employed in the Fisheries by the Mercliaits
‘this Island may be estimated at about 100, measuring upwards of 10;000™ t6

o ‘ A
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giving employment to about 2,000 British Seamen, and a still greater number of

Fishermen in the Colonies.

That the Fisheries are therefore of very great value, not only from the num- -

ber of vessels and the Capital employed in them, but also as a nursery for Seamen,:
- That this trade has for several years past been suftering' from various causes, -
partly from the privilege possessed by Spanish vessels of importing Fish into
Spain and her Colonies at a less duty than that levied on Fish imported into
British ships, and principally by the bounties given by the French and United
States Governments 1o their respective people, and which are so considerable as
to enable.them not only to compete successfully with, but to undersell the British
Merchants in all Foreign markets. o ‘ o
That the encouragement given to their Fisheries by the French Government
will be apparent from the following statement of bounties allowed bfx them, viz. :

50 francs per man for the Shore Fisheries in Newfoundland and Iceland. . ‘
30 ¢ ¢ for the Fishery on the Banks of Newfoundland. o
15 ¢« <« for the Fishery on the Dogger Bank, T
10 per cwt, for all Dry Fish exported to the French Colonjes. T
8 « “. for Fish exported to Foreign countries bordering the Mediter-
ranean, Co C S ‘ ‘ ‘
6 « ¢ {dor Fishexported to Sardinia and Algeria. ‘

That, under all these circamstances, the Chamber of Commerce believes
that if any concessions are made by the British Government, they will be most
prejudicial to the interests of the British Fishery, and may be productive of its
ruin. : : ‘ = ‘ ‘

- That the Chamber has heard with alarm that on an application from' the
Governments of France and the United States for a revision of the existing
treaties regulating the Fisheries in America, and asking for concessions to enable
them to fish where they arve not at present allowed. Her Majesty’s Government

has so far acceded to ‘their request as to name a Commissioner to take ‘these -

demands into consideration. o . -
And the Chamber would humbly pray that instructions be given to the said

Commissioner to make no alteration in the existing Treaties, as otherwise the

British Merchant will be sacrificed, and the trade will eventually fall into the
hands of the French and Americans, who enjoy most important advantages. from ..

the bounties allowed them by their respective Governments. ‘ o
Differential duty in Spanish bottdin about 2s. percwt. ; previous to last years,
3s. (25 francs to the £1 stg.) ‘ B o

April, 1853,

o 7.’
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~RETURN

To an Address from the Legiéiati\fe Assembly of the 4th ins‘qahf, for

Copies of Palace Harbour and Finiéy Market Patents. . o
| | By Commaid. o

A. N. MORIN,

Secretary. ..

‘s

‘Quebec, 17th May, 1853,

e

PROVINCE OF CANADA.—ELGIN AND KINCARDINE,
VICTORIA, by the Grace of Gob, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and lrdﬁnd,
nggn, Defender of the Faith, &c., &c.’ ‘; L o )
[Grant of the Palace Harbour, in the City of Quebec, to the Corporation of the said City.]
To all to whom these presents shall come, or whom the same may concern, © - '
‘ - ‘ GREETING: -

[Récorded‘ 25th Februafy,‘1852‘.;-’1“‘homas ‘Ainiot; Dep. Registrar.]

WHEREAS, our loving subjects, the Mayor and Councillors of the City of qub’ec."b‘y
their petition in that behalf, have humbly represented unto Us, that Palace Harbour; situated’

.

_in front of the Queen’s Wood Yard; in St. Peter’s Ward of our City of Quebec, aforesgid;

. of the Beach of ‘the River St. Charles, commonly known and distinguished by, the;name

~plied in such manner as to render it useful and productive to the inhabitants of our:said City: o

is required for improvements which are deemed necessary for the convenience and:healthiof
the inhabitants of our said City, and have humbly prayed that We should begraciously.
pleased to vest in the Corporation of our said City of Quebec, all that certain-lot:or'parcel. .

£ ;

Palace Harbour, aforesaid, and hereinafter particularly described, that the same may;be

of Quebec. ‘

' ro .‘\eruc‘ o
And whereas, our Governor General and our Executive Council of our said’ Province;

~ having duly and maturely considered the said Petition, have adjudged it to'be reasonable”

- and advisable that the said Palace Harbour should be vested in'the said- Covporation-of -

| . . i yY B 0E Ll 5 . ¢ D
grace, certain-knowledge and mere motion, have given; granted and:confirmied;
- presents for Us, our Heirs’ and successovs, do give, grant and: confirmunte

)

“The Mayor and Councillors of the City of Quebec,”in’ trust of the-Public usestan
poses, and upon the terms and conditions, and under and subject to the provisions, limiti’
tions and restrictions hereinafter mentioned. ' Now, know ye, that We havin‘gztalg‘eh%b”é?ﬁt

mises into our- Royal Consideration, and being resolved not to grant or otherwise ilienate/the .
said Palace Harbour save and except to the said Mayor ‘and Councillors: of the.City of
bec, nor to erect any houses, stores, or other such Buildings upon  the same, or-uponvan

Wharf or 'Wharves upon the same; nor to'allow the said Mayor and Councillors df:tlie City:
of Quebec to alienate the same, or erect any houses, stores, or other such buildings'opon:the
same, or upon any Wharf oi Wharves upon the: same, but judging, tlie said: Petif yfithie
said Mayor and Councillors of the City of ‘Quebec; to be reasonable, .and- thereforé‘beir
willing to vest in.and grant unto the said Mayor and Councillors of the: Gity:of Qe cjthi
said lot or parcel.of Beach, as krown and: disti’ng‘uished‘ibyjt,heipgmgi';o‘fvhBilaéq:“ﬂdﬁbﬁﬁ‘i‘fﬁﬁ o
aforesaid; in trust forthe public uses and’ purposes  heréinafter -mientionéd's of ‘ot ﬁr&? tall.!
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Mayor and Conncillors of the City of Quebec,” in trust as aforesaid, the said lot or parc
the Beach of the River St. ()harle“s7 called Palace Harbour as aforesaid, and bounded ang:

+ abutted as follows, that is to say :"—

¢ In front, towards the Sonth-east, by Saint Paul Street ; in rear, on the North-west, by

~ «line established by the Commissioners to limit the grants of the Beach in the Harbouriof

~ ¢ of ;the Saint Paul’s Market Beach lot, prolonged as at the point E ; thence along the sai

. ¢ Councillors of the City of Quebec,” in trust for the public uses, objects and purposes, s

% Quebec; on the North-east, by the Saint Paul’s Market Beach Lot, belonging to the said:
- % Corporation'; and on the South-west, by the South-west line of Saint Roch Street, -bg .|

¢ Wharf, A.X, and forming the North-east side of the projected extension of Saint"
- % Nicholas - Street aforesaid, of Forty French feet, astronomically South, twenty-foup"‘d@ i

tioned..." And we do hereby grant to the said “the Mayor and Councillors of the Qiﬁ}g ‘

¢ Maybr.dnd : Councillors of the City of Quebec” do and shall within_ three ye
- the .date hereof, erect'and. build, or cause to be erected and built on the Soutli
.and:, South-easterly . sides of the said lot or parcel of Beach, ground, and.
«cilled” Palace- Harbour, hereinbefore granted to and vested-in the-said: Corpor:

]
« ginning at' the South-westerly angle of the Saint Paul’s Market Beach Lot, aforesaid; g '
“at the point A, on the annexed plan, being the point of intersection found by the North? ;
¢ west side of Saint Paul’s Street, of Forty French feet in width, and by the North-east
“line of the projected extension of Saint Nicholas Street, along the West line of ng@,
« Paul's Market Wharf, also of Forty French Feet in width ; thence running along; the’
“ North-westerly line of Saint. Paul's' Swweet aforesaid, astronomically North, eigl

¢¢ three'dégrees and nine minutes West, six chains and forty-seven links, equal to four hup
¢ dred and twenty-seven feet, English measnre, to an angle, as at the point B ; thence

‘ along the said Iine of Saint Paal Street and its “prolongations, South sixty-four degr
¢ thirty minutes West, five chains and ninety-eight links, equal to three hundred an
“ ninety-four feet, eight inches, to the South-westerly live of Saint Roch Street aforesaj
“as at C; thence along the said line of Saint Roch Street, .comprising the said sti’{é’e@
« of Forty French feet in width in its projected extension towards low water mark of.:the’
«¢ River.Saint Charles, astronomically North, twenty-five degrees thirty-eight minates W

“ twenty-three chains and ninety-two links more or less, equal to one thousand five hupn:
“ dred and seventy-eight  feet nine inches, English measure, to the line established byt
‘“said Commissioners to limjt the 'grant of Beach and Water lots in the' Harbour of-'Q;’t‘t},q%
“ bec, as aforesaid, as at D ; thence along the said line, bearing on a line with the Lif}g&ﬁ-
¢ House erected on the ‘Orleans Pier, at the extremity of Ramsay Street, astronomical]
« South, seventy-three degrees East, fifteen chains, ninety-six links more or less, equa

¢ one thousand and fifty-three feet four inches, English measure, to the South-wester]ly;

“line, being on the prolongation of the South-westerly line of the Saint Pauls Mai‘:[iié
f

¢-grees: thirty minutes East, sixteen chains and forty-two links more or less, eqnal to:

© ““thousand and eighty-three feet nie inches English measure, to the place ‘of beginnir

«.thie said lot or parcel of Beach so circumscribed, containing nine hundred and eighty-eig
“ithousand feet in superficies, English measure, more or less, equal to twenty-two acres; =
¢ twoi roods' and twenty-nine perches.” . R
' 'To have, and to hold the said lot or parcel of Beach, ground, and premises called’ Palage:
Harbour' as aforesaid, and hereinbefore described, unto them the said * The Mayoi‘-‘;‘%ﬁr

under and subject to the conditions, provisions, limitations and restrictions hereinafter m

*:Quebec,” full power and liberty to use, occupy, and enjoy the.said lot or parcel of Begeli. -
. . . . - P . <7 ENE

ground; and premises, called Palace Harbour as aforesaid, in any manner that they.the.sdidy
the:Mayor and Councillors of the City of Quebec, shall think fit, and as may appear. to, them:
most advantageous, beneficial and convenient for the inhabitants of our said city of Que
and:for:the interests-and convenience théreof, save and except as hereinafter mentioned s,
toiapply the profits and produce thence arising to the use and benefit of our said . it
Quebec and: the inhabitants thereof, in such manner as to them the said “the Mayo
¢¢:Councillors, of the City of Quebec” may appear to be most fit and advisable. ., Pro
always,.and these presents are upon the express condition that they, the said, “ the Mayo
#€oungillors of the City of Quebec,” shall not alienate the said lot or parcel of Beach, groi
add ipremises, called Palace Harbour, hereby granted, nor erect or cause or allow:to
eréctedany. house or store.or other such like building thereon, or on any wharf or,w
erected orbuilt thereon as hereinafter mentioned ; and provided also, that they. the‘sa‘pi(‘iﬁ“

the purposes aforesaid, certain Wharves or Piers and Slips for the reception an

S
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. assessed ‘and allowed to the said Corporation, the Lessee -or Lessees;

 craft, but_not for the storage of such tunber, ﬁrewood and stones, or othen goods,.ﬁwag

. Governor General of our said Province, the commander of our forces therein;.and

', piers, or slips shall be constructed of proper materials, either of ‘stone or.wood; in

~ Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or. person admiuistering the Government.of oumstild«;Bw« e
- vince for the time being, whose certificate shall be necessary to establish. the,suﬁme Y. ‘of |

) Wharﬁngers, of such Wharf or Wharves, Pier or Plers, Slip or Shp
authom;y dnd in-the manner hereinafter mentmned o

P Councillors of the” City of Quebec,” that it shall and may be lawful“to"‘a

erecte& on the saxd Whax‘ves or Pxers, ot'ahy of t.hemyor in clie said Slipst Al

of tlmber, ﬁrewood'aud ‘stones; for, the greater wnvemence n.nd accommodatlougof‘,gf
vessels, - and .river craft resorting to. and lying .in our said' Palace Harbonr,,an for: th
more safe and-easy lading and unlading of goods, wares, and’ merchand!zes, a,t,‘aqu

Wharves, Piers, or Slips in. and upon and ‘from and out of any such ships, yessels,, 0 ﬁ‘r‘xg

and merchandizes, = | | ) a

And provided also, that snch Wharves or plers and slips shall be erected 'and mltfim
conformity with the plan marked B, hereunto annexed, and intituled, *:Pian: fnga}ace N
« Harbour with the projected lmprovements,” the original of which plan, sngnedzby"Edyy,an,d

. Boxer, Captam of the port of Quebec and Harbour Master, and R. Youn bupermt demt . -

of P:lota, rémains of record in the office of otir Commissioner of Crown. Lands:of ‘our. sald

OuF.

Province, or to any other plan or plans which may be agreed upon by and: between:di

“the Mayor and Councillors of the City of Quebec,” and duly, deposited. of' recordsin-
oﬁice of our said Commissioner. of Crown Lands of oursaid Province ; which. smanharv

manlike manver, and be so'loaded or filled as'to be capable.of resisting any:pressiresto. .
which such wharves or piers may be exposed, and if built of wood shall. b faced withisubs
stanmal timber, of -proper quality, so as to prevent the loading from escaping, and- shallﬂbe
ept in a complete and proper state of repair; the said ‘Wharves or, piers and:,slips:
ibject’‘to the inspection and approvul of the Commissionérs of Public Works ofiion:
Provmce or any of them, or of any person or persons appointed for that. -purpose:

W

‘the said Wharves, plers, and slips and their conforrmty with the saxd pla.n B,— therzpld:\ %
agreed upon as aforesaid as the case may be. e, *y,;’x baids
And provided ‘always, that the said Wharves shall at all times. be: kept free and ‘dleai‘\’of‘ ,
any “deposits of goods, timber, cord-wood, or any other materials, except for, sucb%pérmdmv
may be necessary for the landing and embarking of the same, and which inno, case§sh6ulﬂ o
exceed the duration of fifteen days, and the said wharves shall at all times bessubjeét%oitb’e‘
fnspection of our 'Commanding Royal Engineer at Quebec, or such- ‘Officer as‘béﬁ“ma”y}j
appoint for the purpose of seeing that'no use is made of them to the detriment iof liorde: ‘
fences of ‘our Fortress of Quehec, or at variance with ‘the terms 'and condition§ - oﬁ%he:‘éw -
presents,— Resetving, nevertheless, to Us, our Heirs and successors, and: to all Qficefepmotit
Cownmissioned Oﬂiuers, Soldiers, Sailors and. Civilians in our Military and N aval*‘ws jﬁi‘ i )
with their baggage, at all times, the right of using the said Wharves, Piers:andu:Slip ;ifree’
from any Tolls or rates for Wharfage, Cranage, or other dues; whenever’our. Services may
require’the use thereof ;—subject, neverthele«, to a.compliance with sich other rules
regulations‘as may be lawfully established by the said Corpuratwn «of the Cmy ofiQuebe
for the Government of the said Palace Harbour. C R

" And provnded ulso, that it shall and may be lawful for all and’ every person: or%pé onik
whomscever, to use the said Wharves, Piers, and Slips, for the purposes of «MGO’
Wihisrfage; or Storage, and' to moor and fasten Ships, Vessels, aiid - Craft thereto‘;?gfde
lade and unlade any Goods, Wares, and Merchandizes ‘at such’ Wharfor- Wharv‘és;il!xia’*@ or o
Piers, Slip or Slips, and also to nse any Crane or 'Cranes erected thereon; upor 7‘p§yméﬁ¥’?ﬁf
a reasonable rate or rates, as and for Moomge, Wharfage, Cranage, ‘orStorageptoibe, |

‘b

And we do hereby, for Us, our heirs, and successors, grant to. the gaid T

,“'M R
: %ﬁ%%

“ The Mayor and Councillors of the City of Quebec” to demand, ‘hdve, 4 X
for' the use, benefit, and advantages of the said Corporation, from’ aﬂ'and%%‘
persons whom the same shall or may concein, such réasonable’ rate o U,
moovage of all Ships, Vessels, or Craft, which shall be moored ‘o fa%té%‘e%“g?
Whatves, Piers, or Slips, or' any of them; and as and for Wharfage ‘of: ﬂ’n’iPl‘bdt?f
Warés, and Merchandues, shipped off, laden ot fnladen atthe gsud‘“th‘ v”ﬂt“*
Shp 8, OF fmy ‘of them'; ‘and as and for’ Cvannge, for the use’ of “any ‘Cratier o1 €

ey
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stowage'of Fuel, Timber; ov Stones, placed or deposited in the said:Slips, or any of t
as shall from time to time be fixed and established by any By-Law or By-Laws, Rules

_ Regulations, legally passed and adopted by the sajd Corporation of onr said City of Que
and mot disallowed by our Governer, Lieutenant Governor, or person administeringxt
Government of our said Province. Provided always, and we do hereby reserve to Us

- heirs, and successors, and to all our liege subjects, for our and their respective bene
advantage, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, at our and their respective w

. pleasure, by night and by day, to go, return, pass, and re-pass through, along and ove
aforesaid lot or parcel of Beach, ground, and premises hereinbefore described, and ov
Wharf or' Wharves, Pier or Piers, erected or to be.hereafter erected thereon, for the
poses of towing of Boats, Barges, Rafts, Scows, and other Vessels, in and about the
Palace  Harbour and the said River St. Charles, when and so often as they shall+
occasion so to do. Provided also, that so much of the said lot or parcel of Beach; gro
‘and premises hereinbefore deseribed and granted on trust as aforesaid, as shall-not be occia
and covered by Wharves, Piers, or Slips as aforesaid, in conformity to the said Plan' B
other plan or plans agreed upon as aforesaid, shall. be by our said Grantees, “ The M:

- #:and "Councillors of the City' of Quebec” aforesaid, kept at its natural and proper level;
. and clear from stones, rubbish, or impediments of any description whatsoever, that m

~ affect or impede the navigation and use of the said Palace Harbour as the, resort of Sh
Vessels, and Craft as aforesaid, and it is hereby also provided that if our said Gran
% THe Mayor and Councillors of the said City of Quebec” aforesaid, do not nor shall;:

' the aforesaid term of three years from the date of these presents, erect, build, and ‘comp
or cause to be erected, bailt, and completed, the open public Wharves, or. Piers, and'S
of the dimensions, and in the manner in the said Plan B hereunto annexed, or in any other
Plan or Plans agreed upon as aforesaid, shewn and exhibited, and as hereinabove d '5‘#6*3’
on the said lot or parcel of Beach, ground, and premises, called Palace Harbour, he WW ]
granted, or having built, erected, and completed the same, should not keep and maintain il“;q;

. same in'a complete and proper state of repair, as above mentioned, or should:fail or neg ect
to keep the said Palace Harbour clear and free from stones, rubbish, and other impedi‘mm
or obstructions as aforesaid, then, and in such case, this our present grant, and everyhtu!fi{}%ﬁ

_herein_contained, shall cease and be absolutely void, and the said lot or parcel of Beach;
ground, and premises, so known as Palace Harbour as aforesaid, shall revert and escheat)to

Usy our Heirs, and Successors, and become the absolute property of Us or them, as if the

. presents had never been made; anything herein contained to the contrary in any
notwithstanding. ‘ o ' o ,
" “Provided further; and We do also hereby expressly reserve to us our Heirs and Succe
sors'full power, right and authority, upon giving twelve months previous Notice to our:s;
Grantees,  The Mayor and Councillors of the City of Quebec” aforesaid, (or without givin
‘any notice to our said Grantees in case it shall be duly certified unto our Governor, Lient

. nant Governor, or Persons administering the Government of our said Province of Cal:lﬂwﬁ,n
by the; Commander of our Forces in our said Province, under his hand and seal, that ain X
cessity forso doing exists by reason of any hostilities with any Foreign Power or othe
pending danger of a Military description) to resume the possession of the said lot or_
“of Beach, ground, and premises, called Palace Harbour, or any part or portion thereof, on/pdys.
‘ment or tender of payment, to them of a reasonable indemnity in that behalf for the amgligs
rations.and improvements according to the said Plan B, or other Plan or Plansagre

" .ps -afovesaid; only which ‘may or shall have been made on the said lot or parcel

iground, and premises, called Palace Harbour, as aforesaid ; which indemnity, whet
or after the resumption of possession'by Us, onr Heirs and Successors as afor

ascertained and determined by Experts to be respectively nominated and- appoint

Govérnor, Lientenant Governor, or Persons administering the Government of our s

vinee:for, the time being, and our said' Grantees, * The Mayor and Councillors of the

of Quebec” aforesaid, in default of the acceptance by our said Grantees, ¢ The Ma

Councillors of the City of Quebec,” of an offer of the fair value at that time of the sa

Jiorations and improvements. o S

-, Provided'always, that the said indemnity shall be based upon the real and. actaal;
'the-time of the: assessment and valuation of the said ameliorations and improvem
" tained -and incltded in the said Plan B, or other Plan or Plans agreed upon a
without dny. reference whatever to the damage which might result.to and be ificurre
said Corporation, or' by those holding under them for being deprived of thie use and

o,
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ment of the said ground ory parts of ground and of thei mproVemer’;t‘sLﬁnd at‘xi'elibr‘ations‘ ‘ndé -
and erected upon the same, \

Provided farther, that nothing berem contamed shall he deemed or cnnstrned tos gtv an
grant to * The Mayor and Councillors of the City of Quebec,” the ught of’ ahenaung thi
said lot or parcel of Beach, ground and premxsee, Lulled Palace I-larbour, as aforesald ur nny‘ SRS
‘part thereof.' ‘

‘Aud prov:ded also, that our said Granteen do and shall, at their own proper costs, charges. J
and expense, put themselves in' possession of the said Beach, ground and premlsea hereby
granted as ~foresaid. o

Provided further, nevertheless, and We do hereby reserve to Us, our Helrs and Surcessors, :
fall power and authority to erect and build, without any indemmity, one or more, batggry or
batterles, or any other works of Military Defence, upon the said lot or parcel of Beaoﬁ g-rou?i‘c:l
‘and premises hereby granted, or any part thereof, or on'any Whart' or Wharv sf,,[’viéff T%r B
Piers, Slip or Slips, to be therein erected or coustructed, whenever our or thelr rice, may
require the same.

vice ma
And We do hereby direct and appoint, that within'six months. f'rom the date of theseaprgii
sents, a copy of these our Letters Patent shall be registered in our Registrar’s ‘Otﬁ,cg’.ﬁ
our, Clty of Quebec, in onr said Province; and that in default thereof the whole gli'
dnd' premises]| ‘hereby granted shall revert and escheat to Us, our Heirs amd Sucoesso
become the absolute property of Us or them, in the same manner as if these px'ese s
never been made; anything herein contained to the contrary,’in any wise nowathgtg din
And We do moreover, of our especial grace, certain knowledge and mere motjon,.con;
sent and. agree that these our Letters Patent being registered, shall be good and’ eﬂ'é(. tual
'Law, to all intents, constructious, and purposes whatsoever, against Us, our Helré and.S

cessors, notwnhstandmg anv mis-reciting, mis-bounding, mis-naming, ov other |mperfec
or oniissions' of, or in anywise concermng the ahove granted or hereby mentioned of intend-
ed to be granted lot of ground, beach, and premises, called Palace H.wbour, as afox'esﬁ'ﬂ{ﬁr

- any part thereof.
In Testimony whereof, We have caused these Our Letters to be made Patent, and ‘the

Great Seal of our said Province to be hereunto affixed. - Witness our nght Trdé‘t}"r;‘ ‘
and Right Well Beloved Cousin James, Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, 'Knight'of
the Most Ancient and Most Noble Order of the Thistle, Governor Genoral of British'
North America, and Captain General and Governor in Chief in and ‘over- ouf
vinces of Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and. the Island of, Prmcei‘i
ward, and Vice-Admiral of the same, &c., &c.; at Quebec, this twenty-secone
November, in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and ﬁfty-on

the ﬁfteentb year of our Reign, : .
By Command.

iy

‘,and

‘ A. N. MORIN,  .':

o ‘ : ‘Sevretary;:
[stxs T. DRUMMOND, ‘ C S SRR A
Attorney General, L.C]

Ido hereby certify the foregoing to be a tre and faithful Copy of .tlxe Record%«
Orlgmal Letters Patent.
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' PROVINCE or CANADA.—ELGIN axo KINCARDINE. - 1%2
VICTORIA, by the Grace of Gop, of the Uited Kingdom of Great Britain''3d"
o © 7 Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith, &c., &c., & S

[Grant to the Corporation of the City of Quebec, of a Beach and Deep-water lot in ijoqer&%z i
" Finlay Market, in the Lower Town of the City of Quebec.] ‘ i

.To all to whom these preseﬁts shall come, or whom the same may éom;enn,
‘ P ‘ ‘ GREETING

- [Recorded 28th Deqem‘ber,‘ 1852.—Thos. Amiot, Deputy Registrar.] .

' WHEREAS our Loving Subjects, the Mayor and Councillors of the City of ngbgé‘,‘m
their Petition in that hehalf, have humbly represented unto Us, that it would be advantage:

%)
ons to the welfare of the said City, that a certain’ Beach lot, situated in the Lower Tp\jiﬁ;aof
the said City of Quebec, in that part of our Province of Canada, called Lower Canada, an
...qn which is established a Market Place known as the Finlay Market, should be granted'to;

~"and vested in the said Corporation, and have further represented that a certain Water’ Loty
in Deep Water of the River Saint Lawrence, in frout of the said Finlay Market, lsmg‘@
pensably necessary in order to enable the said Corporation to afford easy and uninterrupt e
access to the said Market Place by the Water Craft frequenting the same, and have ligﬁm%@ﬁ &
prayed that We would be graciously pleased to grant unto the said Corporation ‘Efff\;J :
Mayor and Councillors of the City of Quebec, and their successors for ever, the said B:é%ﬁh
Lot and the said Deep Water Lot, as hereinafter particolarly described, on such terms’and
couditions as to Us should seem fit. ‘ o : :@
And whercas our Governor Geueral and our Executive Council of our said Provii'w'e.

baving duly and maturely considered the said Petition, have adjudged it to be“reasohgbmgf ;

and advisable that the Beach Lot and Deep Water, so as aforesaid prayed for, and ber ;
after more particularly described, should he granted to and vested in the said Corporatio 3
the Mayor and Councillors of the City of Quebec, upon the terms and conditions hereina ol

specified and declared. Now know ye, that We, of our especial grace, certain knowlec
and mere motion, have given, granted, and confirmed, and by these presents do give, gran
and confirm unto the said Corporation of the Mayor and Councillors of the City of Quebeg;, *
and their successors for ever, all that certain part or portion of the Beach in the River ‘Sa?inh%
Lawrence, situate ‘at the Landing Place in the Lower Town of the City of Quebec, .dn
which is now built the new Markct, distinguished by the name of Finlay Market, bounded
. and abutted as follows, and in the manner represented on the Plan hereunto annexed, to Wim‘
“ On the West, by high water mark of the river St. Lawrence; on the East, by the line
“ of low water in the said river 8t. Lawreuce; on one side, towards the North, by the prop;g{;é;
<ty of George Alford, Esquire ; and on the other side, towards the South, by the property
« of Frangois Defoy, Esquire, heretofore the Queen’s Wharf ; beginning at the line of hight-
« water as_at [, on the annexed plan, being at the point of intersection of the line drawn: ;
« between the property of George Alford aforesaid and the said Beach lot, and the-Bgs.:
“ line of Union Street; thence runuing along high water mark aforesaid, diagonally South swlﬁﬁ
“ teen degrees thirty minutes West, forty-six feet English measure, to the angle or- inters:
« section of Union and Laplace streets as at F,forming the South-east angle of the propertyof:
« Louis Turgeon, Esquire; thence diagonally across Laplace Street, South thirty-one degteest
«'fifteen minutes West, astronomically, thirty feet to the intersection of the South line of ‘88
« Laplace Street, as at G, being three feet on said line from the North-east corner. of: ’
« stone house belonging to the Heirs Carrier, and being forty-one feet from St. Peter:Stre€
«'thence running still along high water mark, parallel to the said houses and the propert,
“ of Francois Langlois, Pierre Lagueus, at the perpendicular distance of three feet ti é
« from astronimically Sounth, eleven degress fifty-six minutes Kast, one hundred and thir
“ foet more ov less to the North line of Napoleon Wharf, heretofore the Queen’s’ Wha
« the property of Francois Defoy, as at H ; thence along the said line astronimically Sotl
« eighty-two degress eleven minutes Hast, one hundred and eighty-seven feet, more or
‘¢ ¢ the line of low water of the river St. Lawrence, as at B3 thence aleng low waterm
“ following the foot of the Wharf orected in front uf the New Market aforesaid, astrononii
« North four degrees thirty-four minutes East, two hundred and forty-two feet, to an iron’;
« bolt marking the South Jine of the property aforesaidof George Alford asas N ; therice alf

i
b




« the said line, as es‘t‘abli‘sb‘ed‘by‘.{t‘he“sunvef and proces verbal.of Joseph iHa;né];“ Surve
¢ of the said Corporation, dated the seventeenth: day of December in the year-of our. Lo
“ one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, and ii the Gfteenth. year of ‘our. Reign, astro

“ the place of .beginning:- The said Beach Lot containing forty-two thousand.nine;hun
“ and-seventy-four feet in superficies. English measure aforesaid ;- and all that certain 'lot.ir
“deep water of the River St. Lawrence, situate &t the lauding place in front: of the New. -
“ Market. otherwise now called Finlay Market aforesaid ; in_the Lower Town.of the.Ci rof -
“ Quebec, bounded and ahntted in the manner represented on the said annexed'plan-asifol: -
“lows, to wit.:—On the West, by the foot of the Wharf aforesaid in frong of the said Finlay
“ Market, lying nearly on the line of low: water wark in the river St. Lawrence; on the
“ North, by the South line of the Wharf known by the name of the "St. Andrew’s, Wharf,
“ built by the said George Alford, Esquire; on the South, partly by the North line qi;‘;giq?eﬁ‘

s

“tain Wharf, now known under the name of Napoleon Wharf, and partly. by the prolonga-
“ tion of the said line ; and on the East, by the line established by the Commissioners; o limit;
“the grants of deep water lots in the Harbour of Quebec, beginning on the line of: lo ;
“ water aforesaid, being on the East line of the New Market Wharf aforesaid, at a poing,in<"".
““tersected by the South line of the St. Andreéw’s Wharf as at A on the géid‘@p’njziﬁe; an,:
“ being two feet one inch South from a certain ring-bolt marking the South line 'of the said:-
“ George ‘Alford’s property ; thence running along the foot or base of the said. New Market'
“ Wharf, astronomically South, four degrees thirty-four minutes West, (the variat s, being’
“fourteen degrees five minutes West corrected, two hundred and forty feet’ English mea--,
“ sure), to the Northerly line of Napoleon Wharf aforesaid, as at B ; thence along the said
“lineand the prolongation thereof into deep water, astronomically South, eighty-tivo degrees,
“eleven minutes East, one hundred and forty-four feet to the line of limit of the Commis- '
“ sioners aforesnid, as at C; thence along the said line of limit, astronomically North; fout-
‘“teen degrees forty-nine minutes East, two hundred and ninety-three feet six inches'mora, -
“or less to the intersection of the South line of the St. Andrew’s Wharf aforesaid; as'at the
“ point' D ; thence long the south line of the said Wharf, South seventy-eight degrees - West;

“fifty feet; to an angle of the said Wharf as at El; thence eighty-three degrees ten min
“ West, one hundred and forty-five feet to the place of beginning at A ; the said deep. w4
“lot containing forty-three thousand four hundred and forty feet in superficies; Engl
“ measure.”, | o B ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ o
. 'To have and to hold the said lot of Land and Beach, and the said deep. water. lot
our Heirs and Successors, unto the said Corporation of the Mayor and Councillos, o
City of Quebec, and their Successors for ever, to and for the use of the said- City, 5
in free and Common Soccage by fealty, and at the Annual rent of one pound lawfiil'mo ey .
of our said Province; to be paid yearly and every year, at the Feast of Saint John 't
Baptist, to our Commissioner of Crown Lands for onr said Province, for:the, use/q
our Heirs and Successors, in lieu of all other rents, services, dues and daties whatsoever
like manner as lands are now holden of us, in free and Common Soccage, in that part of i
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland called England. Provided always,
these our Letters Patent are granted upon the express condition that the said Corpor
of the Mayor and Councillors of the City of Quebec, and their successors, shall ‘at al
hereaftersmaintain and keep in good and substantial repair, to the satisfaction of our
missioner of Public Works, or such person as shall from time to time be appointe
or'him, to assist, examine and report on the state thereof, the Wharf and landing plac
erected on the said lot of Land and Beach hereinbefore firstly described ;: and' that
, iher or additional work that the said Corporation shall or may hereafter: deem it ‘e
for the benefit, convenience and advantage of the said City, or of persons’o o8
~ Juenting the'said wharf to erect-on either of the said lots hereby granted, shall be'so
under the direction and subject to the inspection of our said ’Co‘mhiis‘sidxféré’én:jl‘)ﬂx&"sppﬁ,‘a
pointed by Us or him, as aforesaid. And in default of any one of the above conditions;’
zaid'lot of land ard beach, and deep water lot hereby granted, shall revert and. eschieat!
Us; our Heirs and Successors, and become the absolute property of-Us ot the sa|
manner as if ‘the present grant had never been made; anything herein -contained:

trary in any wise notwithstanding.

: P?pvidg“d always, nevertheless, and We do hereby reserve ‘unto‘ ‘us; ‘otir Heéir,
.cessors, full power; right, 'and authority; to erect ’an’d,bqild.bne o1 ‘6}‘6%&5%’1
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other work of military defence, upon the said lots or either of the said lots or piecesiiof,
ground hereby granted, or upon any part of either of them, whenever our or their service
require the same. - Aud We do hereby direct and appoint, that within six months fron
date of these presents, a copy of these our Letters Patent shall be envegistered in the o
of our Registrar, of and for our said Province, and that in default thereof the whole of th
said Lots'of Land, Beach, and Deep Water Lot hereby grauted, shall revert and e che:
to Us, our Heirs and Successors, and become the absolute property of Us or them, in
same manner as if the present grant had never been made ; anything herein contained:to:the
contrary in any wise notwithstanding. L o C ‘
And We do, moreover, of our especial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, conse
~and agree that these our Letters Patent, being enregistered as hereinbefore directed
“appointed, shall be good and effectual in Law, to all intents and purposes whatsoever, agair 8t
Us, our Heivs, and Successors, notwithstanding any mis-reciting, mis-bounding, mis-naming):
“or other imperfections or omissions of, in, or in'any wise concerning the above, granted? ;
intended to be granted Lot of Land, Beach and Deep Water Lot, and premises, or"
part thereof. R o o R ‘ ‘ o
In Testimony whereof, we have caused our Letters to be made Patent, and, the 'Great
Seal of our said Province of Canada to be hereunto affixed. Witness our Right. 'I'rti%'wQ
and Right well-beloved Cousin James, Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, Knight of :th
Most Ancient and Most. Noble Order of the Thistle, Governor Geéneral ‘of'”,Bl‘iWE
North America, and Captain General and Governor in Chief in and over our Provirce
of Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and the Island of Prince Edward,

e

5,
B
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Vice- Admiral of the same, &e., &c., &e. At Quebec, in oursaid Province, this twen
. first day of December, in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and fiftyz ..

two, and in the sixteenth of our reign. ‘
‘ 'By Command.

A. N. MORIN,
Secretary.

ProvinciAL REGISTRARS OFFICE, o ,

‘ Quebec, 17th May, 1853,

I do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and faithful Copy of the Record of t

Original Letters Patent. ‘ ‘
‘ ‘ . THOS. AMIOT,

Deputy Registrar of the Provinc

tmtebidd e dt e ot

PRINTED BY ROLLO CAMPBELL, GARDEN STREET, QUEBEC.
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R roe

Of the SeLEcT CoMmmITTEE Of the Legislative Assembly to whom
‘was referred the subject of the formation of an Ice BR"’G“ |
over the St. Lawrence at Quebec. | | | oo

v

| ~° ORDER OF REFERENCE.
o | mes-r..g*‘x'xvjz‘;;\ss‘;‘x:‘n‘:ejﬁ;?.‘

Monpay, 21st February, 1858,

¥
norh

" Resolved,—That a Select Committee composed= bf Mr. Olaphat‘h,fi‘he* Hom
Mr, Chabot, Mr. Tessier, Mr. Stuart, and Mr. Dubord, be appointed: - i

into consideration and report on the advautages to be derived from;'and:the mean

by which may be obtained, a periodical Ice Bridge across the 'Rifwiér”‘st.ulﬁwi?gﬁééfr
.wt'

s v

‘at. Quebec ;' and, also,.on the importance of erecting Break-waters on.the:Po;
Levi Reef and Beauport Flat, in connection with, and in'furtherance:/of the
aforesaid object, as well as for the protection of the. Harbour and. general:com=
merce of the country ; with power to send for persons, papers, and records:: .

“(Attest,)‘ ‘ S "
 W.B. LINDSAY,
. ~ 0 Clerk Assembly.

; , S WEDNESDAY, 231‘d Febmwfy

of Quebec and parts adjacent, be referred to tg‘xe‘said Committee.

“

Ordereal, That the Petition of Dunbar Ross, Esqﬁire,.ﬁ anc,ﬂoﬁéi’ﬁ C

K

mam—

 WepNosoaT; 9th M

Ordered, That it be an Instruction to the said Committee;.to

" om 'the possibility.and practicability of establishing a-ling of ;commu
Steamers between the, City of Quebec and the South Shere f Ahe; ]

months, -and what would:-be: the best: faode:

tion of these Steamers,and of what mater

rence during'the winter'.m | e: the 1
i obihese’.Siea crials and powey; and:
of thie Steartiers, and what niimber would: bé necessary: -

ey, .
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- REPORT. .

The Select Committee appointed to take into consideration and report on the:
advantages to-be derived from, and the means by which may be:
obtained, a periodical Ice Bridge across the River St Lawrence at. -
Quebec, and other references; beg leave to make the following Repér't,;f.}f“ |
' "The occasional loss of life and property, besides the many inconveniences,
and difficulties incident to crossing the River St. Lawrence at Quebec, during the
inclemency of our winter months, has, at various times, occupied public atteution
" To sarmount-this great impediment to an advantageous inlercommunicatio
between'the opposite shores, and in order to provide. for the wants of a rapidl
increasing population and commerce, however diverse opinions may- have beer
as to.the way of attaining the object, a periodical Ice Bridge has hitherto been th
primary point of consideration to which all eflorts have been direcied. L
_In the year 1832, by an Act of William 4th, cap. 49, the Legislature of,
Lower Canada appropriated certain sums of money with the view ol ascertain
ing th practicability, of ensuring the annual formation of an Tce Bridge to the;
South Shore, it the manner proposed by Captain John LeBreton, for the reasony:
stated in the preanbie of the Bill, as follows : ¢ Whereas the inhabitants of they
“ Qity of Quebec and neighboring parts are greatly benefitted by receiving any .
“jncreased supply of produce whenever the River St. Lawrence is frozen overy,
# (between Quebec and the opposite South Shore) so as to afford for some weeksi -
“together, a safe communication between the two shores.” 'And of so much im
portance was the subject even then considered, at a time when the populatio
and commerce were greatly inferior to their present condition, that an annuity ofg,
£200 per annum- was granted to the said’ projector in'the event of success. Tt -
will be seenalso by the evidence of Captain Le Breton, taken before a Committe
of the House, presided over by that eminent statesman, Andrew Stuart, Iisq
‘on the Tih January, 1832, that the proposed plan and object had. been highl
.apptoved of by ‘His Exccllency, Sir James Henry Craig, Governor in Chief, at tl
time the. subject had been first mooted between the years 1807 and 1812,  Afte
trying for some time to accomplish the object, principally by the means ¢
Ice Anchors and Hawsers to arrest the field ice, and straw and snow water t
cement it, the projector failed in his expectdtions. - =~ - ‘ ‘
'The subject was next taken up in the year 1842, by the Town Council of th
City of Quebéc, and on the 25th February a Committee was appointed to take into!
consideration “the expediency of deyising and adopting measures for the erect
« of one or more Piers in such eligible place or places in the River St. Lawrence
t'ag mdy be most likely to ensine a periodical lce Bridge between this City and
« Point Levi, for the general advantage of its inhabitants, and of the district o
¢ country trading and communicating therewith.” After a careful inquiry; foundec
as well'on personal knowledge, as the evidence of several persons of great pract 4l

experience, the Commilttec reported in the form of resolutions, adopted unanimous
by the Council, as follows:— B
" sti “Thiat for the preservation of life'and property, and for the encourageme
« of trade and sgriculture, and the convenience of the inhabitants of a e
wextensive District of country communicating across the River St. Law;
“hetween this City and Point Levi, during the winter months, it is highly desiral
# and ‘expedient that measures should be taken to effect a regular and periodit
« gtoppage of the ice, so as'to form a safe and commodious passage betwee:

A h A

“ two shores of the River at that inclement season of the year.”
A o




tions, decidedly favorable to the measure and co

~encé of the 9th Maich last, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. C

‘“the Council that the object is perfectly practicable, and. atan:inconsiderable jex:
‘«penditure,'in comparison with the vast advantages that would be derived there- -

to report their opinion as lo.its advantages and practicability. 'The subject havs. .

otherwise have done ; and from the apprehension that a perigdical recurrence of:

Commissioner of Public Works, that they have examined

to the object, and in whose views your Cotfiniittee also ¢

16 Victoriie.

#nd.. “That from long residence inthis country, and from general experience -
“ and observation, combined -with the evidence taken of persons resident on;both:
« sides of the River, of great practical experience on the subject, it is the opinionof’

“from.” ‘ o o T,
3rd. “Thatforthe furtherance of the object, a petition, based upon the testimony:
« aforesaid, be framed and transmitted to His Excellency, the Governor General, to.

B

-,

& be submitted to the Provincial Legislature.” ' ol

" Owing to changes in the Town Council, as well as in the Government, the -
maitér remained in abeyance until 1845, when,.as will be scen'in the second - |
paragraph of a letter from"Capt., now Admiral, Boxer, to Your Committee, dated, -
on the 25th March last, the question was brought before the Législature, when
the Trinity Board received directions from His Excellency the Governor General. ' -

ing been referred to Capt. Boxer, Mr. Young, and Capt. Alleyn, those Gentleme

reported on the 4th February, 1845, in which they give, what may be deemed;
weighty reasons for objecting to the erection of piers, or the use of artificial. means
for arresting the Ice at Quebec ; inasmuch as by so doing, the probability.js, from: . *
the experience of years in which an Ice Bridge has been naturally formed, the "

‘navigation has been delayed several days, whereby goods destined for/Montreal: -

and Western Canada have not reached their destination so early as they:might

the same, might turn the carrying trade, both into and out of the country, into-the .
channels furnished by the neighbouring States. “ ‘ Lo e
We now approach a period, “ when labors more abundant,” were bestowed;on:
the consideration of this very important subject. On the 13th February; 1852,.a ‘
Public Meeting of #the citizens, regularly convoked for the special object, was
held irtthis City, and a Committee of several Gentlemen of experience was ap-
pointed to inquire.into and report thereon.  After several meetings and obtajn- ' |
ing the verbal, as well as written opinions and plans of many persons, of great:
practical knowledge, the Committee called the citizens together on’the "14th-
April following, and laid before them, in a Rﬁport, the result of their investiga- ..
firmatory of the views of the'City .
Council ten years previously ; all which the meeting approved and,adopted. ,
The Committee were further authorized to prosecute their labours before the Legis.
lature by petition, twhich petition, in connection with all the documerits'in'y 5.
session of the City Council and the Committee of citizens, have beenjthe subjects
of mature consideration. e ‘ coL
" 1t would not he doing justice to the subject, and would trench, too mugh on
the time of the House, to give even, a brief outline of all the arguments;an
opinions adduced before the several Committees, viz : of the City Council, an
of the citizens, in a Report of this nature ; yet, in order that the labours of:th 3
bodies may not be lost'to the public, but be available, should there be:.o¢
at afu‘fr'ture day, Your Commitiee would respectfully recommetid, the..pr;
thereof. =~ o L
Your Committee have now the honor.to report in respect to th
h

e order
1abot, th

i3 Lt

scientific and practical knowledge dnd experience, whose gp;p_igfr’is g

it'but an act of justice to a young and meritorious citizen,
stafe, that the, idea of navigating across the' St. Lawrence
wintet months, was first’ suggester 51th1m 1o, the C
plan and letter of the 5th March 11852, elaeidati
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_ In carrying out an idea incident to the marvellous progress and triumphs o
enterprize and science, but novel in its nature, and attended with no ordinary
difficulties, great prudence and precaution will be necessary to obviale the risk"
of failure. Your Committee therefore, while they agree in opinion with the:
several practical and scientific’ persons examined for this purpose, that the: '
"scheme is feasible, deem it advisable, in order to obtain the aid of the greatest '
“amount of ability and practical knowledge, to recommend that premiums should .
be offered to the puablic, through the press of this City and Montreal, for models;'
plans, and specifications of a Steam Vessel,which shall be in all respects adapted |
to ply across the River St. Lawrence during the winter months, viz. :*for the
best or first prize model, plan, specification and practical suggestions, £50;for." «
the 2nd best, the sum of £30; and for the third, £20. . ‘ o
‘ The success of this measure, of which your Committee see no reason to.
doubt, will usher in a new eranot only of local but general advantage. Itismnot '~
without a sanguine hope that ere long, Ocean Steamers will find it beneficial’ '
- to take their departure from England by the 1st of March, so as to arrive here’ '
before. the vernal ‘equinox. To this object a harbor of refuge at or near to Trois .
Pistoles, and the winter ferry will greatly contribute ; the one by affording a tem- -
" porary shelter in the event of untoward circumstances, and the ether by keeping -
the River opposite the City free from obstruction. And even should the River, -
become frozen over at an earlier period of the winter, the assistance of a powers” '
~ ful ferry Steamer, in opening a passage for an Ocean Steamer, would be of great . '
~ service in the spring of the year. - ! o ‘ o T

" In conclusion, Your Committee strongly recommend to Your Honorable" .
Hbuse the present suggestions, and call the attention -of the Executive Govern: '’
ment of the Province to a matter so intimately connected with its general trade .

and interests. - ‘
The whole nevertheless humbly submitted. x “
; J. G. CLAPHAM,
. ‘ Chairman., "
19th May, 1858, Lo

v
'

Perrrron o DuNear Ross AND OTHERS, REFERRED 70 THE COMMITTEE. . .

o the Honorable the Legislative Assembly of the Province of- Canada, in Parliament..
Assembled. - ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

. The Petition of the Undersigned, Inkabitants of the City of ‘Quebec, and parts ad;'acezﬂ;‘
HUMBLY SHEWETH; o | | ‘

That, at a General Meeting of the Inhabitants of the City of Quebec, held off:
~ the 13th day of February. last, for the purpose of considering the expediency ,g‘qﬁ%
practicability of grocurin the formation of an Ice Bridge on the River St. Lawmn;{:fé"’%

at ot near the City of %uebec, during each Winter, it' was unanimously resbly*g%i
That the annual formation of an Ice Bridge at Quebec would be highly advantageous*
to the said City, as well as to the surrounding portions of the District; and a Co

mittee Was thereupon named, with instructions to adopt the necessary medsures fof]

‘ascertaining its practicability and probable cost. L S

*  That the Commiittee so” appointed, “assiduously proecuted their inquiries dri

investigation'for several weeks, and succeeded in obtaining a considerable mass

eviderice from men of science and ‘art, as well as from other persons, whose loh

‘résidence in and about Quebec, and whose habits of observation enabled theth’

 oriimunicate valuable information on the subject. | ) R
‘:‘ oy . '

e

1
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That it is conclusively established from the evidence above referred to,: which - .
-your Petitioners are ready to, lay before your Honorable House, together with:the =
Plan of the 'Harbour. accompanying the same, that the Ice, in front of the'City, -,
may be easily stopped during the winter months, so as to form a Bridge'at a.cost .
not exceeding £15,000, by the erection of a continucus solid Wharf,  extending .
from Point Levi shoal to deep: water, and an insulated Block-.or Wharf on the . -
opposite shore or beach of the River St. Charles, by means of which the open water ' -
cgannel would be narrowed to the breadth of 950 yards. o o

" That the annual formation of an Ice Bridge will not only be highy advan-
tageous to the Inhabitants of the City of Quebec, but in'a much greater degree to
those of thé large and populous Counties on the South side of  the St. Lawrence,
who are at present absolutely deprived of a Market for many bulky articles, such-as
Hay, Straw, Firewood, Ship Timber, &c., which cannot be brought across in Canoes |
at any rcasonable cost. . o o IR

" That such a Bridge, in the absence of any other of a more durable character, .
will be indispensable as a means of access in winter to the Railroads whose termini
are on the South Shore. ‘ ‘ - . S

That your Petitioners have made the most minute inquiry into the - probable
effects of such a Bridge on the Navigation of the St. Lawrence in the Spring of the
year, and are enabled to affirm that there is not the least ground for appehending.
that it weuld impede or delay the opening of the Navigation; on the contrary, .
they are fully satisfied that a Bridge, obtained by artificial means in the commence-
"ment of the severe frosts of winter, would be formed of new and thin Ice extending
as far as Cap Rouge, thereby preventing the accumulation of drift Ice, and the jam- -
ming of the river at Quebec, in boisterous seasons, which, when they occur, constitiite- . .
the most formidable, if not the only obstacles to the opening of the Navigation, as has
been abundantly proved in the instances when the Ice has stopped-in thick and - |
strong conglomerated masses, which could never occur if the Ice were made to form
by artificial means, securing a smooth and thin sheet casily broken up'by the high
tides and increased temperature of the spring. o S

" That the Wharfand Block in question would moreover form a Break-water-of-
immense value for the security of the shipping in the Harbour, and more especially *
of rafts of timber and small river craft, all of which sustain very great damage every..
season from the frequent gales of easterly wind to which the Harbour of. Quebec is.
now s much éxposed ; and would be eminently adapted for a Railroad Station, in '’
the event of its being hereafter determined to connect the projected Railroad com-
munication from Quebec to the Atlantic Board with a Railroa | from Quebee to, Monz .
treal on the North Shore, Point Levi Shoal being opposite to the most eligible'point of
departure for such a Railroad, namely, the embouchure of the River St.‘Charles,
from which it must start, in order toavoid the ascent and descent of the high ground'

_upon which the City of Quebec is situate. ‘ ) ‘ R
That your Pctitioners further submit, as the result of the evidence obtained by
the Committee of the Inhabitants, that the Wharf and Block .in"-question;, fro
their ready adaptation to.the purposes, of.commerce, in affording space for-exti
yards for deals, staves and all articles of lumber, for the mooring of-ships
wharfage of coals and bulky articles of import and export and Railroad:traffic;;w
constitute ‘a very considerable source of Revenue beyond - the. payment.of
original cost, and that the expense of construction would be muchi. diminish
the accommodation they would afford to ships discharging ballast, by:jme

which the Wharf and Block would be filled up,—the whole of which: moésamply .
appears in.the Report of the said Committee to which your Petitioner ectfally -,

refer.- - ‘ ST RPN
.-~ Wherefore your Petitioners humbly pray, that-your Honorable House
pleased to take the premises into consideration; and- inasmuch as‘the;pr
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Bridge would be an object ‘of ‘general convenience, and as. the cost of the worl
required. for its formation are beyond the means of private individuals, and as thes
works would moreover greatly benefit the trade and the Revenue of the Province;
. your Honorable House would be pleased to adopt such measures as in your wisdom’t:
- you may deem fit for carrying into execution the wishes of your Petitioners. o

* And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. .
| | ~ DUNBAR ROSS, Chairman,
‘ ‘ , and 394 others, -
+  Quebec, 22nd October, 1852. ‘ S

N . o

Esztract from Report of the Standing Committee on Roads dnd Public In1p§'ov"e—' o
ments, in the House of Assembly, of the late Province of Lower Canada.

Your Committee having received a proposal from Mr. LeBreton, late Cap-,
tain in His Majesty’s: 60th or Rifle Regiment, and late Deputy Assistant Quarter '
Master General in Canada, to cause the Ice to stop before the City of Quebec, by
certain works of his invention, and thus securing the Inhabitants of both shores of L
‘the St. Lawrence during the winter season, at all times in future, all the advantages.'
which an artificial Bridge from' the Lower Town of Qucbec to Point Levi would.. -
confer, and this at an cxpense pot exceeding £ . Your Cominittee deemed this,
object also to be of so much public importance, as like the two last mentioned ones, .’
to require their immediate attention ; to ascertain the merits of the scheme proposed -
by Mr. LeBreton, they examined two Gentlemen of science and judgment, to whem '
r.-LeBreton had communicated the details of his' Plan, respecting its feasibility.,
These Gentlemen, reporting favorably on Mr. LéBreton’s Plan, Your ‘Committee :
would humbly recommend that an appropriation of £800 should be made, to enable '
him forthwith to try the same, and in the event of its being successful, that there .
should be allowed to him as some remuneration for so valuable a service, during his -
- natural life, to be paid to him each and every year that the public obtains an Ice ' .
I]E)%lidge between Point Levi' and the Lower Town of Quebec, by means.of such his
ans. ‘ o
The whole, nevertheless, humbly submitted.

ANDREW STUART, ,
‘ ‘ ‘ Chairman, =
' 9th January, 1832. C

SATURDAY, Tth January, 1832,

John LeBretor, Esquire, late Captain in His Majesty’s 60th or Rifle Regiment;,;

- and late Deputy Assistant Quarter Master General inCanada, calledin ; andbeinginter-

rogated, answered :—I was stationed at, and resided in Quebec, from the year 1807

to the year 1812, T took particular notice in what manner the Ice took opposite;s

the' Town. = From the observations I then made, I found it was practicable to make &,

- the Pont'take every season. From the remarks I then made, I 'drew a plan ands

submittéd it to His Excellency Sir James Henry Craig, then Governor in Chief ofij}

this Province, which I explained to him; he so fully approved of it, that he saidf/?

he would himself subscribe £200 towards its experiment. I also laid it before theli
late Honorallle Mr. De Lanaudiére, who also approved of it. It was Sir James

' Craig’s intention to submit it to the House of Assembly at the ensuing Session; bt

he left the Province in- the interval. On feconsidering the Jsubject.‘and»exétmiﬁiﬁg’%

" the River minutely; I am of opinion that it can be done for £200 or £300 ; -ar




the materials used for that purpose could last for twenty years afterwards. , Atw,thej .
~suggestion of the Chairman of- the :Committee, I.disclosed. the’ sub)ect as:tor vthe~ T
manner of making the said Pont, to'the Réverend Mr. Wllkle, and W1U1am Shep-

-pard, Esquire, v who will give their opinion on the subject.” - ey ‘
Question, by the Chairman, to Mr. LeBreton: I presume you would exp t
gome remuneration if your: project turns out.to be successful?—I consider this -
matter of so much consequence to the country in general, that I shall be:entiiled
to such remuneration as the Honorable the Legislature shall deem proper tOtgrant. C
William Sheppurd, Esquire, called in ; and being mterrogated answered :—
Captain LeBreton has made known to me his plans for making the Ice in: the ‘Samt
Lawrence opposite Quebec take, so as to be practicable as a winter Bndge In
consequence of the information received, I considered the project very practlcable,
on making use of fit opportunities of" wind and tide.
" The Reverend Dangel. Wilkie, called in; and being mterrogated answered —
T had oceasion to sce a plan made by Mr. LeBreton, upou- the ‘method; of ¢ causmg
the Icc to take opposite.the Town: I think it is highly. probable it would. succeed.
It ig; perfectly a new plan, and as far as Iknow, it has not been tried i in any: part s
of the world. The circumstances of the Ice, and of the current, give great reason’
to expect that # wonld answer the purpose. I wish it to be understood-that Lam -
not acquaintéd with all- the currents that act upon the driftings of the Ice .in: thc ’
River. Clombinitg the probability of success with the utility of the- undertakmg,fl .
think the expense of the experiment would be well Jaid out. - oy
" The Reverend Mr, Demers, called in; and being mterrogated answered =
Capmm LeBreton communicated to me the system which he imagined to cause the -
Pout before Quebec to take every year.' After the explanations he gave me; I
should be led to believe, that the means which that Gentleman has mvented would
often enongh meet wnh a-happy result.

, MINUTES OF EVIDENCE o J‘li;
Committee met— | ‘ o 15th Marl:h 1853" 4
o PRBSENT' ‘ o SR

Joun G. Crapuam, Esq., Chairman. L 1 jJ -

_Gro. O’KiLL Stuarr, Esq.
. S HYPOLITE DUBORD, Esq.

ptam Damd Vaughan, Slzzpbuzlder, of Quebec, being exammed statcd as follawa'

H,,

‘1. I am of opinion that a Vessel may be. constructed, o as ixr all respects
to answer the purpose of -traversing the River St. Lawrence between Quebec and
Point Levi during the winter months.

2. Probably a Vessel might be retarded from ‘making her. trips regularly
even at times, but ragely prevented from making the landmg gom? on..the: Qu
side during a heavy gale of. easterly wind, when there'is generally'a great press t
ofice near the shore and landing - place-—‘rbls might occur in extraordmaf Tea
during three ot four days in the course of the winter. ‘ E

8. There will be no difficuity in keeping the landing places clear, exce"ptmn
‘the preceding case ; the labour of three or four men, even in severe; weath
be sufficient for this object. =

4. The River below Quebec, when the ice is arrested at; Ca -
always frce to the Ocean, and a Screw Steamer, strongl;
plated-with iron two feet above and three feet below% 8
navxgate from Quebec to any part of the world during, the wmteb mcmth

and \

NI
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5. Iron buogs of boiler plate to be placed in the traverse and other parts:
the river, having heavy chains and anchors, (same as in Lake St. Peter and the Lak
-above.)' Memo: Captain Vaughan has been 24 years connected with the navigation :
‘of the River in Steamers and other Vessels—a practical man, both Seaman ‘and. "
-Shipwright—in 1887 and 1838, forced the John Bull through the ice to the 12th""
December, in the comparatively narrow River Richelieu, when the ice was 6 inchis::
“thick and only 400 feet wide. o - L
- Would recommend piers at the narrows below Cap Rouge, one .on each side,
the effect of which would be to arrest the field ice, and make a far less objec-"
 tionable bridge than when it forms from natural causes, whether arising from a gale’
-of easterly wind, or a jam or dégue. Does not think that a bridge formed by the -
_foregeing means would have the effect of impeding the mnavigation in spring—deci- : .
dedly not below Quebec, and the probability is, that in the average of years 1t would:
be earlier above Quebec, through tfxis instruinentality. - Thinks that the best meansto :
ascertain the minutie, specification, plan and model of a.Boat adapted for this pur<:.
pose, will be to advertise for tenders, and offer premiums, say, £20 for the best, .
‘plan, £15 for the 2nd best plan, £10 for the 8rd best plan, and models and spgciﬂ ‘
cations, ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ o . :
. By Mr. Dubord,—At what rate does the current run at' the-traverse, where',

N zou would consider it advisable to place the buoys?—From 6 to' 7 knots per |
our. Considers that the edge of the South Shore 1n 24 feet at'low water, would:
be the best place to anchor the buoys, and such place as the buoys are anchored ifi.
the summer season. S
Where would 'you put the Steamer when not plying her tripst -In the dock'
or landing places at each side. e

z

17th March, 1858. %

.. Robt. McCord, Shipbuilder at 'Wolf’s Cove, for Messrs. Gilmour & Co., on being"
questioned, says, that he has been in the above employ during the past twenty-eight
-years; has a general knowledge of the state of the ice during the winter months. Hag -
no doubt whatever that a Steamer of sufiicient strength, power, and adaptation, may be
constructed to navigate between Quebec and Point Levi, and two or three hundred ‘
miles down the river and back, at all times during the winter months. It would.
“only be a very heavy gale of wind and snow storm that would retard or prevent her".
doing so. Does not think there would be any difficulty in securing the Boat at the
~ landing places, either by day or night. Considers that in order to obtain the ser-:
" vices of men of science apd practical knowledge, as to the best manner of carrying,
~ into operation the proposed object, it-would be advisable to advertise for mode
_plans, and specifications, with a suitable compensation for such service. ’

'ROBERT McCORD.
« Queskc, 18th March, 1853,

. 8in,—I yesterday received your communication of th¢ 16th instant, and i’
answer beg leave, most respectfully, and with diffidence, to submit my answers to th%ﬂ

four questions therein proposed, as to the mode of crossing the St. Lawrence during;
the winter months, . CT ‘

—

yo

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant, ‘

RT, JULYAN, Captain, R. N

J. G. Clapham, Esq., M. P. P. ‘ o Assistant Harbor Maste
Co &ce., &c., &ec. R ‘ ‘ - Quebi
House of Assembly, ‘ L ‘
B Quehec,
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1st. Do’ you think that a Steamer of sufficient strength and of suitable -
construction can be built for the purpose of successfully traversing, the ‘River St -~
" Lawrence, between Quebéec and Point Levi, during the winter months ?—I ‘am [ S
opinion thatra Steamer might be built and successfully used in crossing to, Point
Levi, once or twice a day, af slack water, during three, out of the four winter months;
but out of the latter time, I think it may be fairly calculated that there may be from-
twenty to thirty days that no Steamer could pass this. When the Railroads come' to
the terminus on the south shore, would be attended with great inconvenienge ‘both
to passengers and godds, in the loss of time, and would, in'my opinion, be a serious’ '
‘objection to this mode of traverse. o ‘ S T
‘ 9nd. Will it, in your opinion, be possible, and with a moderate expenditure
to keep the landing places clear of ice on both sides of the River ?—To this question
I should say, it would be difficult, expensive, and uncertain, Sy
8rd. In order to obtain the model, plan and specification for the building
of a Steamer (so adapted) would it be advisable, in your opinion, to -advertise
in Canada and the United States, say Boston and New York, for competitors, for:
premiums, and what sum respectively for three prizes, say, first, second, .and
third, would you consider sufficient encouragement for men of science and exper-
ience to compete for the same ?—To this question I should say, advertise gener- ' -
ally, for a model, plan and specification of a Stcamer for the “purpose with. two
premiums, the Ist £50, 2nd £25, which, I think, would be sufficient encouragement
for competition. There are .no men so likely to be efficient for this purpose .
as those. who are acquainted with the locality, weight and power of the ice in January
and February, and force of the current generally. I N
4/, Will 'you favor the Committee with your opinion as to ‘the Igd’séfib:l“ ity

‘

of ohtaining a periodical Ice Bridge; and its probable effects on ‘the Navigation
and the Commerce of this District?—1In answer to a part of this question, I beg'to
refer you to my letter of the 5th February last, to the Editor of the Quebec Gaz ‘
attached hereto. My opinion is, if a periodical Ice Bridge could be formed early in'the -
winter season, (and I believe it to be perfectly practicable) if my plan of blocks to belaid.
down upon Point Levi ‘'shoal, as a nucleus for, the ice” to form upon, were cartied .
into effect, you would never have the ice exceeding from two to three feet in thick- -
ness. Not as now, when an Ice Bridge takes by natural causes, it is- enerally.
month of February, when the ice is at its most solid demensions, zm% requires; m
natural power to get rid of it in the spring. As to an Ice Bridge across to’ Point
Levi, obstructing the navigation of the St. Lawrence, it can no more do so,.thap it
does in the River St. Charles, or at Three Rivers, or at Montreal, or on any ther
part of the St. Lawrence that may be frozen over yearly. Whenever the n ;
cause arrives for the ice to give way, go it must, and nothing can hold, it bu
Tce Housé, As to an Ice Bridge here at Quebec either obstructing' or. impedin
 the trade up or down the St. Lawrence, it is really preposterous for any, person’ i
hold, who is at all acquainted with the cause and ,‘e“gec‘t of ice forming or bréaking,
up in the Rivers and Lakes of this Province, and is but a futile argument;, and }

- grounded upon natural and general laws, It is well known, that whether ﬁ)uh v

.

‘an Ice Bridge here or not, you can have no water communication with

until the ice breaks up on Lake. St. Peter, nd ‘which is dnvariably within
~ four hours of the time it breaks up in the little River St. Charles, A sl

that ships have been laying at the wharfs here for a fortnight or more
got send a bale of goods to Montreal in consequence of the Lake ice
oW, ¥ “ ‘ -

not“co

R. JULY
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“Q‘UE‘BE'O, le; Murch, 1858

. Smm,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 16th
instant, requesting me to furnish you with my opinion as to the practicability o
‘obtaining a periodical Ice Bridge by artificial means, also of building a‘Silité.])Jé :
Steamer to overcome the difficulties cxperienced in crossing the St. Lawrence:
between Quebec and Point Levy, during the winter months, for the information o
the Committee appointed by the House of Assembly to inquire into this subject. . .
In reply to which, I beg leave to inform you that, in 1845, the Question of dn:
Ice Bridge was brought before the Iouse of Assembly, when the rinity Board
received directions from His Exccllency the Governor General to report their opin-
“jon as to its advantages and practicability of forming one, which were referred to
myself, Mr. Young, and Captain Alleyn, and I have the honor to enclose a copy, of,-
the Report with the Resolution of the Trinity Board relative to the same, which
was forwarded to the Provincial Secretary for His Excellency’s information.  Sin
 that period my former opinion has been fully corroborated by Montreal ships having
been always detained here several days when an Ice Bridge had been formed aboy
- and six ships were last year detained ten or twelve days from the same cause. =~
- It therefore appears to me it would be very injurious to the commercial intef
ests of the country to endeavour, by artificial means, to stop the ice, for it must
cleat to every onc it would delay the opening of the navigation for a longer period
which ought in every way to be avoided, as a delay of a few days in the spring migh
cause the whole of the produce of Upper Canada and the Lakes above to'be sen
through the American Rails and Canals to their Atlantic Ports for transhipment t
the Enropean Markets, instead of being sent through the waters of the St. Lawrenée,
- I beg also to observe that by the erection of jettics off blocks between Point’,
“Levi and the Beauport shores to ensurc the formation of an Ice Bridge, would, By
contracting it, be ruinous to the entrance of the harbour, and also prevent the early
ships which often arrive in the middle of April, from getting a safe berth alongside
the wharves, and no doubt the stcamers contracted for by the Government would
. arrivé much earlier and would be left below without any safe anchorage until th
“River was clear of ice. And so anxious have the merchants of Quebec been for th
opening of the Navigation, when an Icc Bridge had been formed at Cap Rouge, tha}
- applications have been made’ several times, both to the Military authorities an
myself, to blow up the Kéy.at that place, for that purpose. o o
It agpears to me also of importance that no further. steps should be taken ir
this matter until the question with regard to bridging the St. Lawrence necar Quebee
either by a Suspension Bridge or otherwise, is decided, a Bill being now before
" House for the cstabliShment of a Company for that purpose, and I have the hono
to enclose, for the information of the Committce, a copy of a letter I reccived froni
one of the first Engineers in England on this subject. ‘ o
" The answers to the questions submitted to me for the building of a Steambosti:
~ to cross the St. Lawrence in winter, between Quebée and Point Levi, are alsoenclosé

T have the honor to be, Sir,
‘Respectfully your obedient servant,

' EDWARD BOXER,

J. G. Clapham, Esquire, M. P. P.,
* . Chairman of the Committee,

P. 8.—1 beg also to refer the Committee to the Report of the Harbour Cé 1)
missioners, which relates to the Ice Bridge, printed for the information of the Ho
of Assembly. L - ‘

130
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Tyinity Board’s Report on the Tce Bridge to be formed af Quebeé across the. St. Lav enca ;;—" 3

" (Copy, E. B.) o L A
R ‘ QuEBEe, 4th February, 1845,
GexTLEMEN,—The Board having called upon us to report our ‘Profesgi,gg‘gl'l :
opinion as to what effect the proposed Ice Bridges would have on the Navigation
of the River St. Lawrence, should artificial means be adopted (by the erection of
Piers) to effect that object, and having given this subject our serfous consideration, . . -
t being of great importance to the Trade of the country that the Navigation should"
2e opened as early as possible” in ' the Spring, and having examined the minutes,of * -
the Trinity House as to the opening of the Navigation and' other records.as to . .
fixing of the Icg, we find when an Ice Bridge had been formed the Navigation'had -
peen closed much later, for it must .be observed that the - detention of the Ice.ever -
in one tide adds greatly to'its ‘accumulation above Quebec, the ebb tide runnipg ¥
seven hours, and the flood only five, which, in our opinion, would make it of longer =
continuance if stopped in the early part'of winter, and would still lengthen the
time for the opening of the Navigation, wkich must always be of the greatest-im=
portance, not only to the Trade of the country, but also in naval operations in. the
event of hostilitics, particularly as steamboats would then cross the Atlantic inamuch
shorter time, and be carly in the lower part of the River, ready to move up, imme-- "
diately the Ice gave way. -+ - . ‘ ' By
Tt is also necessary to observe that, by the stoppage of the Ice, a large. coluron of
backwater is kept upwards in the Spring, in consequence of the great thaws taking
place in the Rivers and Lakes above, by which much loss and damage to property.is
frequently occasioned, and the results would, of course, be seriously increased by
the formation of an Ice Bridge at Three Rivers. S ‘ B R
 Tn illustration of the points, we beg to advert to the season of 1848, when:the . '~
Great Britain and three other ships arrived' between the 18th and 22nd of | April,
and the first stcamboat from Montreal on the 5th of May, the bridge having given
way on the 3rd, the Geat Britain being bound to Montreal suffered a delay of;18." -~ "
days, and was, with the three other ships, in great danger ; two of them, when the . -
ice gave way, were driven on shore and suffered consi erable injury, and wouldjn" ..
all probability have been lost had it been bad weather; in the same season (from’
the great risc of water above. the Ice Bridge) great damage was sustained in ths,
neigbourhood of Three Rivers, the rise water not having its usual outlet. . | ¢ .
~ We are therefore of gpinion, under tlie above circumstances, that artificial means. .
onght not to be adopted to stop the Ice in the winter months. . S e

We have &e., ST

S

(Signed,) ~ EDWARD BOXER, . .

°« " RICHARD J. ALLEYN,
‘ X3 ROBERT YOUNG, ' "
The Master &c., , } A
Trinity House, Quebec. .. .+ C e

| Trivtry Boaro, 4th Fqb}uary'v,: 1845.

The following Resolution was adopted ;:— -+ : ;
' Resolved,—That the Report of Captains Boxer, ‘Alleyn; and Mr. Youngb

received as containing. the opinion of this Board, whio .further ~(_:on'si‘(‘1¢i' |
using of artificial means for stopping the ice would be'a very dangetous expérimen

.

. Copy of aletter.from Captain Moorsom, ‘Engineer,'ip; O'apfa’iﬁ .Boxer; on
building of a Bridge acress the St Lawrence near Quebec! ../« .
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o 17} GreAT GEORGE STREET
o WEesTMINSTER, 3rd June, 1851
(Copy, E. B.) ‘ - B ‘

. Dear Capraiv Boxer,~Sir James Kemp has drawn my attention to a par
graph in the Quebec Gazette, by which I perceive you are prominent in advancil
- the project for building a Bridge over the St. Lawrence at or.near Quebec, and' ¢

. looking over theapaper in the way the matter is mentioned, it is evident a Suspe
sion Bridge is contemplated. o ‘ ‘ -
Since you and I met at Halifax T have been engaged as Chief Engineer in Co
structing some of the most important Railways and the largest Briages in these:
- kingdoms, (models of two of which are now in the Exhibition here) and T héfé"?
received from the Prussian Government a prize for my designs of the largest bridge "
* of the kind in the world, proposed to be built over the Rhinc at Cologne, for-whi
designs therc were 62 competitors, Engineers of all Nations. - I thini, therefore
have some ground of experience for writing to you. ‘ Y
My opinion is, that you ought not to have a Suspension Bridge at all; yoﬁ“‘égieﬁj !

oing to have Quebec made the terminus of the most important Railway in ‘British:
orth America ; it will be of infinite value to the City to have the terminal station”’

of the Railway in the City and not on the Levi Shore, and the only way you, can
ensurc this is by having’a bridge capable of carrying locomotives. This no Sts

ension Bridge can do, we have tried it repeatedly in the United Kingdom. M

russiah designs (which are for a bridge 2015 feet long and 147 feet extreme heig i

accomplished " this with spans of 600 feet, and I believe I could, for' a moderate
amount, construct a bridge of like character at Quebec, where I have been and have, " |
my notes of the locality. T “ : i
~ If this general outline of my views is satisfactory to you, and your friends like ;
“to refer to me, I can go more into detail, but you may depend upon it, no officers |
of Government (to which I see the Gazette alludes as the parties to inquire into this - |
matter) arc calculated, from their limited experience, to look a thing of this Kind-.
" boldly in the facc, and if you trust to that source only, you will fail. PR

L
I
Believe me, very truly yours, RS 31
|
14
5

(3igned,) W. S. MOORSOM.

Answers to the questions submitted to me by the Committee, for my opiﬁt{{n
as to the practicability of building a steamboat to cross the St. Lawrence betwee
Quebec and Point Levi, during the winter months. :

[ el

1. Do you think, that a steamer of sufficient strength and suitable 'conz:
struction, can be built for the purpose of successfully traversing the ~RiyéF;
St. Lawrence between Quebec and Point Levy during the winter months 75
I am decidedly of opinion, that a steamboat could be built with' sufficient:
strength and power that could successfully cross the River between Quebec 'dnd:
Point. Levy during the winter months, which boat, during the open seasony by
having great power, would be of the greatest service to the trade by being emplki“”’@'(ﬁ
as a tow-boat or any other purposes that might be reqnired. : -

. 2. Will it, in your opinion, be possible and with a moderate - expenditu
“to keep the landing places clear of Ice on’ both sides of the River
‘am of opinion, with a very moderate expense (which the Corporation woul
I am satisfied, willingly “pay) the landing place could be kept quite ' cl
except in very strong gales from the eastward, the tide running close hume o/

i

13 .




wharvyes on the City side, which prevents the formation of batteures, -but it wo
require two whdrves to be built .on_the Péint Levyside into deep water:for:
purpose, leaving a space of about 150 feet between them, and as those wha
would be very useful to the Trade in the open season, deep water wharves:being
much required on that side, they would, I am satisfied, pay well for the expense o
building. Co o |
8. In order to obtain the model, plan and specification for the building .of.¢
Steamer, (so adapted) would it be advisable, in your opinion, to advertise in Ganada~
. and the United States, say Boston.and New York, for competitors for premiumsg; .
and what sum respectively for three prizes, say : first, second and third; wouldiyour .
consider sufficient .encouragement for'men of science and experience to compete fop~
the same? I am of opinion it would be advisable that a premium, say ; £50, £80% .
and £20, should be offered to obtdin a model, with plans and specifications for buil
ing such a vessel ;. as vessels of that description might successfully. be employed
many pz:lrts of the River above and the Lakes in the winter months, when the Ice
not fixed. C o o T ey
_ I'beg respectfully to inform the Committee that my attention was first called?.’
to this subject by an American Gentleman last winter, who informed me.that if the'
Corporation would give him encouragement, he would at once, at his own expense;+
build a vessel for that purpose, and since that period I have watched the Ice very - .
particularly, which has satisfied me of its practicability. ‘ . SR
EDWARD BOXER, R. N., "/
Captain of the Port and Harbour Master. :

¥
——— .
by

. o ToroNTo, 14th April, 1858, = "
DEAR Str,—Mr. Badgley having forwarded me a copy of the proceedings -of -
the Legislative Assembly of the 18th instant, for the purpose of directing my atten:’.
to your motion for a Committee to consider the advantage of a permanent Ice Bridge;
Breakwater, &c., a subject which happened to have engaged my attention upward:
of 20 years since, and to which, during Mr. Badgley’s late visit here I have referred
You will not, I trust, deem it too great a trespass, to offer a few remarks on so'inter:
estin%and important a subject. o R
ou perhaps recollect the circumstance of my having resided, during a perio
of nearly len years, at Freemasons Hall, Buade Street, Upper Town, one,of the;
commanding positions from which to view, during the l1ong winters, the. effects
currents and the winds uport the floating Ice constantly borne up and down by th
flowing'and ‘receding tides, and which invariably left-the impression on‘my
that very little. expense and assistance would be required to insure an Ice Bridge
not, however, by means of a breakwater at the Beauport Flats, or the Reef at Point
Levy, but at the extreme end of the reef at the south-west point of the Island'o
Orleans. A barrier in this position would be formed at once effectual in prevent
the descent of those extensive. fields of Ice yvhicb‘m"epm’s‘taptlﬁ"swgegp§ :
Beauport Flats and shoals of the Island ere they pass down the River. . A breakwatér
at the Point Levi Reef would-doubtless not only prove a great auxiliary;asiwéll:
a means of protection to the eastward for vessels. which may-arriv heBrid
had broken up, but would, at the same time, greatly enhance the-importarice. of th
vicinity for commercial purposes.generally. . T

- With regard to, Beauport Flats. improvement, you perha
tion thrown'.out in the, Quebec Mercury about. the time. abov
construction of a Stone ‘Pier ‘to extend from the easternmost w |
the River St. Charles, both with a view to.reclaiming for the extension’

- Town, and also the permanent advantage of a Floating Dock.which;
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single lock, might thus be afforded to an almost unlimited extent. At a time whié;
a North Shore Railway is suggested, which can only approach the commercial par
of the City, through the valley of the St. Charles, these highly important impro
ments must and will take place. . S : :

- It only remains to remark that, had the suggestion above referred to been‘car
out, and had the ballast annually thrown into the River since that period, been:;
ceived in Lighters and deposited within the proposed pier or esplanade, the Be .

. port Flats by this time would have formed a series of magnificient streets. Underi:,
the present favorable auspicies, however, it is to be hoped that you may succeed
* obtaining Legislative assistance in carrying out your praiseworthy and noble desigr
and that in future the bed of the River St. Charles rather than that of the' B
Lawrencé into which so much wealth has been heretofore ‘cast, may be adopted
a réceptacle or ballast-ground, - o ‘ ‘ B
The claims of the ancient Capital in these particulars, it must be admitted, havei:
hitherto commanded scarcely any attention, + R
The City of Montreal has been more fortunate, and even in this City the sub:
ject of constructing an esplanade of similar extent to that under consideration by thy
Corporation, is decided upon and to be executed during the present season. A sketc
" of this I have the pleasure to enclose. - L o L
~ Under the present prospects of direct Stcam Navigation to Europe, and' of in
‘creased demand for shipbuilding, a branch of ’l‘mﬁe peculiarly “belonging -t
Quebec, although never sufficiently fostered, the day may not be distant when tha
City will rival in these particulars New York and St. Petersburg.

% ' RN
I am truly ‘ v
Your’s respectfully, S

WILLIAM REES.

‘J. G. Clapham, Esquire, M. P. P.,
. &e., &c., Quebee.

Mr. T. C. Lee, Shipbuilder, St. Rachs, Quebec.

Ques. 1. Do you think that a Steamer of sufficient strength and of suitable’
construction, can be built for the purpose of successfully traversing the River 8t
Lawrence between Quebee and Point Levi during the winter months ?—Yes,
2. Willit, in your opinion, be possible and with a moderate expenditure, to';
keep the landing places clear of Ice on both sides of the River ?—Yes. . ‘ 'r?fgf

8. In order to obtain the model, plan and specification for the buildin
of a Steamer (so adapted) would it be advisable, in your' opinion, to advertisei
. Canada and the United States, say, Boston and New York, for competitors for pi
miums, and what sam respectively for three prizes, say, first, second, and third, wo

ybu consider sufficient encouragement for men of science and experience to com
for the same ?—Advertiscments in Canada I should say would be sufficient—thie

. is ehough talent in the country without goinE to the United -States—I would recd
“mend fﬁe first prize to be £75, the sccond £50, and the third £25. =~
4 Will you favor the Committee with your opinion, as to the possibilit;
obtaining a periodical Ice Bridge, and its probable effects on the Navigation an

commerce of this district >—I am decidedly opposed to-an Ice Bridge, b
T consider it would retard the Navigation.” Lhave noticed When it does form thid
' Navigation is retarded. I consider the Steamer would dnswer ¢very purpose. .

o




Schedule qf Documents accompanymg the foregomg Report

No. 1. —Copy of the Report of a Commntee of the. City Council, on the sub‘]ect" ‘f x
‘ an Ice Bridge. Dated 12th September; 1842, o
No. 2.—Copy of a Letter addressed by Willliam: I—Ienderson, Esq, o J G
" Clapham, ESq Dated Frampton, 8th March 1842, «
No. 3 .-——M(‘mm‘anda submitted to the Commlttee appointed by. the Citizensiof
Quebec, to inquire into the practxcablhty of. forming an Ice Bndge in Ar“‘nt L
" of the City, by William Henderson, Dated Quebec, 22nd FebruarJ, 4852 o
No. 4.—Letter from H. N, Patton, Dated Point Levy, 21st February, 1852,
No. 5.—Letter from J. G. Clapham, Esq. Dated Quebec, 21st FebruarJ,
“No 6.—Letter from Michael Scott, Esq.  Dated Quebec, 25th February, 1’852.. i{
No. 7.—Letter from Captain John Lambly, late Harbour Master. Date_ b
Beauport, 22ind Febr wuary, 1852, With three Plans. C Ji
No. 8.—Letter from Mr. J. Gourdeau, Supermtendeut of Pllots. Dated Tzlst*
Tebruary, 1852. : :
No. 9.—Letter from E. B. Lmdsay, Esq., Clerk Tnmty House, Quebec.‘ Dafed
Trinity House, Quebec, 1st March, 1852. ‘
No. 10.—Letter from Captain- John Lambly Dated Beaupm‘t 28th I'ebrua/ry o
1852, with a Sketch,
No. 11 ~—Letter. from Captain John Lambly 'Dated Bea’uport v28th Febmarygﬁ e
1852, G
No. 12.—Remarks in reply o the Clrcular of the Commmee by Henry Atkmson,x
Esq. Dated Quebec, 25th February, 1852. o
No. 18. —Letter from Captain D. Vaughan. Dated Quebec, 5th March 1852 o
No. 14—~Letter from E. W. Sewell, Esq. Dated Etohemm, 5th March;‘ f1852‘“'”' o
. with a Section of a Steamboat. R
No. 15.—Letter from Mons. F. E. Verrault. Dated Point Lem, 28th Februa
1852,
No. 16.—Sketch of a proposed Bridge of Ropes to stop the Tce. - :
No. 17.—Remarks by Capt. Julyan, Assmtant Harbour Master. Dated Quebec, \
~ 8th March, 1852. ‘ . B
No. 18. —Calculauona of the cost of erectmg Blocks. . SR

‘ the navwatlou, by W. H. A. Davies. -
'No. 20. —~Le1tcr from W)lham Patton, Esq

Datcd Qucbec, 1'1th March, 1852.‘
No. 22.—Letter from Captain J ohn Lambly. Dated Beauport, 18£k Ma
' No, 23.-~Plans and Explanatlon of Method of stoppmg Ice, by Geo. Her
Esq. : o 3
No. 24.—Letter from Captam Julyan. T ,
No. 25.—Proceedings, of a Public Meenng of the Citizens of ‘Quebide
- Comimittee appointed thetéat ; also ‘the Report of that Cbxrimlffeé.
14th Aprd, 1802 ‘ ST
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R Co "No. 1. A
~ Report of a Committee of the City Council on the subject of an Ice. Bridge.
h - Seplember 12th, 1852, . ! -

. * PREBENT: | ‘ ‘ ‘f’;’,
Alderman Morriv, Lo
Alderman Munw, ‘
Councillor Crapnam, y . )
Councillor Crapnam in the Chair. ‘ ' ‘

. Your Committee, to whom instruction was given on the 25th Februoary last to.
~ take into consideration “the expediency of devising and adopting mneasures for the,
erection of one or more Piers in such eligible place or places in the River St. Law:
rence as may be most likely to ensure a periodical Ice Bridge between this City and
~ Point Levi, for the general advantage ,of its inhabitants, and of the District of
~ Country communicating "and trading therewith,” have the honor to report to the
Counci?that, in order to be the better enabled to form an opinion on the matter
“ referred to them, they have called before them and examined Gentlemen, who from
their long residence on ¢ither side of the River in the immediate vicinity of this Ci
end Point Levy, and the circumstances and position in which they have been placed):
were considered to possess the best information on the subject. The following is
the evidence obtained from them :~— T
- Caplain Lambly, late Harbour Master, appeared before the Committee and
stated, that he did not consider that the Ice taking early in the winter would tend
to retard the period of its departure in the following spring. He thinks it would
‘with the first spring tides, and would' not impede the navigation. That as the
battures on the Beauport Flats will always take, a wharf built on the reef at Point™"
Levi would be sufficient to stop the Ice, as represented by a diagram submitted by® '
him. He considers an Icc Bridge would be of great advantage to the City and '
adjoining country, inasmuch as a direct communication from Quebec to the United”
- States would be kept up during the winter, and that'a trade would eventually be!
‘formed during that season, to an extent of which we can now form no conception.’”:
James McKenzie, Esq., for a great many years resident at Point Levi, and pro-
rietor of steamboats and other extensive property there, considers that an Iee™:
‘Bridge would be of great public bencfit to Town and Country ; also that the object is
~ practicable and can be attained at no very great expense. ‘ K ‘
A wharf of considerable dimension and great solidity, built upon a reef whig
extends from Point Levi to a distance of about fifteen acres into the channel fro
high water mark, at which extreme point there is not more than fificen feet at loy
~water, would cause the batture to remain solid and form a key. The wharf, in suxﬁ?‘g ;
mer, would form a breakwater to the Harbour and a protection to the trade, aﬂiﬁ‘{ ‘
roduce a revenue equal to that of any private wharf in proportion to its dimensiongi; "2
%he wharf ought to be built of square timber, and planked outside with five ing ‘
oak plank from low water to the extremites of the wharf, of dimensions of not 1
~ than ‘one hundred feet wide at the extrémities, and reduced to fifty feet at the shore:
The cost of the undertaking, at the present low price of materials and labor, woul
not exceed seven thousand pounds. Does not consider any wharf necessary on th
Beauport Shoals, as the battures form there without any assistance from art, by th
taking of the North Channclbetween the Island of Orleans and the Montmorenci Falls;
which always causes the battures to take to a great distance into the main chantie
of the River, and is the main key to the formation of an Ice Bridge. Does not cor
sider that a periodical Icc Bridge would affect or retard the opening of the Navi
tion of the River, on account of the North Channel being the main key ; when tHa
breaks. up, the Ice Bridge would be free. Does not recollect in any instanc
gteater space of time than forty-eight hours between the breuking up of the Iee
16 ‘ : S
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the Beauport Shoals, the River St. Charles, and the ice on Lake St. Peter, 5o t
may be said thdt the Navigation-at thesé, points opens simultaneocusly.  Conside
:hat if the formation-of an Ice Bridge was assisted by the proposed wharf, the
thickness of the Ice generally would be much less than'it is when it takes natur

from easterly wind and a_jamb. Being asked if he had known accidents 'to occur
'in crossing in winter, replied that they very frequently -occurred, and qn ‘one oceas . -
sion he had seen a canoe with eighteen persons on board cut in two) and overwhelmed
in the Ice ; fourteen persons in her were drowned —a fortnight before, two others |
were drowned ; on one occasion, in crossing himselfin a canoe, in company with three
other canoes, three were smashed to pieccs, and he narrowly escaped ona piece of Ice .
two inches thick—on many days Joaded canoes cannot pass with- safety, by which the '
trade is materially injured, and people are put to'great trouble and expensé.. . The. -
oresent difficulty in crossing is a great discouragement to agriculture and trade, on |
ihe- other side, and is a subject of universal complaint. When' the River takes. :
naturally, thousands of ‘persons come to market and cross the River, who ate deterred ;
from doing so on other occasions. o ‘ . ‘ ‘ L
 George Arnold, Esq., who was present when the foregoing testimony was given,
being asked his opinion on the subject, replied that he fully corroborated all that’
'Mr..McKenzie had said. . . ‘ o Lo
‘William Henderson, Bsq., of Frampton—I have resided in Canada since: a boy,
upwards of forty-three years, of which period seven years ‘at Montreal, thirty-two,
years at Quebec, and the last four years at Frampton, where I have had an interest
for the last twenty years. The inhabitants of Frampton in common with all'other. .
residents on the south side of the River, would be greatly benefitted by ha\'ring‘%qq O
Ice Bridge to Quebec. The greater propbrtion of their produce consists of balky " "
articles, such as Hay, Straw, Wood, &c., which cannot be transported to market " “
canoes at any expense such articles are calculated to bear, and consequently a! .
entirely lost or not produced to the extent that the prospect of a ready market must. " -
induce, and even on less bulky articles, such as Pork, Beef, Live Stock, and Grain;
the cost of transport in canoes, cxpenses, and detention at Point Levy, operate sq
heavily ‘as to render the Quebec market a kind of dernder resort when people ‘mus

send their prodnce only when reduced to the necessity of making a_conside
sacrifice. The facility, and above all the certainty of having an Ice Bridge:
'~ for a limited period during the winter months, would remove all these diffic
and encourage a vast increase to these marketable commodities—the natural ;
~would be a very great decline of prices upon articles of the very first necessi ‘the:
" Quebec market, for the south shore can certainly more than double the ‘amount ‘of
these articles in this market if they could get at it while the winter roads af
“and the products of their industry are ready for market; I mean that the excéss
thus brought into market would be at least equal to all that is-now brought:in
from the north shoie, and perhaps much more. The result to the citizens of Que
would be, that it is probable the whole cost of sto(s)gi‘ng the Ice might* be save:
one ot at mostin two.ycars. 'The undertaking should be made by thef%ﬁbrpgfatlo
money borrowed to construct the necessary wharfs ; ‘a reasonable toll upon
duce transported over the Ice Road would amply pay the interest of the mon
" rowed, and afford sufficient surplus to pay off the principal at no distant pes
one at all conversant with this branch of commerce will be inclinied to'di
results ; provided only that an Ice\Bridge can be made on‘suéh%)rin‘q' s
no very exiensive annual outlays after it is once effected. 1t is higl
that the Ice Bridge might be made to take every yéar by medns of chai
by logs and hel’d%‘y strong mooring anchors and chains ; bt the exper
‘aid removing these annually would be very great, and the darger:of
when the Ice breaks up still greater, involving perhaps the total cost
no moderate toll could repay. Therefore .;ai‘; permanent annual-Ic
s B® e

rable:
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be expected by constructing wharfs so as to confine the river within such narrow.
Bounds as to force the Ice to accumulate and take early in the season, before it ac:
quires such massive thickness as might render its flux and reflux with the tide irresigs
tible. . Every person who recollects Quebec so long as I do, must have observed:the
effects of the wharfs built during that period in this City, not only upon battures at
the entrance of the River St.“CT;arles, but also in front of the wharfs themselve
The batture is now annually covered with firm ice to more than double the distan
from the Beauport shoals that it attained previous to the ycar 1815-16; and whereg
‘formerly no Ice ever stopt in front of the wharfs, now it frequently extends severa
hundred yards from the wharfs, cither in a solid sheet or a strong pack, removeab]
only by hard gales of wind. Hence it may, I think, be safely concluded that
_ gecure an annual Ice Bridge, nothing more is required than a similar key to confin
‘the River and hold the Ice on the opposite shore. I do not conceive that any wha
are required or would at all be available, or even aiding to thisend, constructed,
the batture in front of the River St. Charles. But that this end could only;
* attained, and cannot otherwise be attained but by the construction of a wharfigr, :
- several wharfs on a connected line extending from Point Levy upon and to the em
of the batture in front ot it, at once forming a perpendicular and direct stop to.the;
ice in its natural channel of descent, and narrowing the channel between it and;
“firm ice on the opposite batture, so greatly as to render the stopping of the Ice ina
human probability beyond a doubt, ~ The expense of this undertaking could noth
estimated with any degree of certainty, until the batture has been regularly surveye;
the soundings and nature of the bottom fully ascertained, and the strength and se
tings of the currents correctly.given by some competent person. There are man
persons in Quebee fully competent to this survey, and as the expense at most coull
not exceed one hundred pounds or so, no time ought to be lost in acquiring, thi
important knowledge, and no money could be better employed than in its attainmen
If such a survey is to be undertaken, it should be immediately while the seaso
permits it to be done with easc and accuracy. e
‘ Pierre Pellctier, Esq., of the City of Quebec.—IHas resided in this City thirty-.
'two years, dnring which' he has been engaged. in an cxtensive domestic trade;
as well as with the Seigniories and Townships on the south side of the St. Lawrenge
and also with the State of Maine. Has often been cognizant of very afflicting ci
cumstances attendant upon the passage of the River during the winter mont
gometimes arising from the entire destruction of canocs laden with goods ai
?a,sdengers, and loss of life and property, and also of sickness and deaths a;*isii@%

rom long exposure on the passage. Is convinced that the delays often incident) to

the passage, and great expense attendant thereupon, combined with the frequen;
"danger of crossing, operatc very prejudicially to. the trade of this City, and to,

interest of the traders and greater bulk of the inhabitants of the south shore. '’

heard great complaints upon the subject, and much regret on the part of the inhabi

ants that so great’a barrier should exist for so long a period of the year when trav
" i8 otherwise generally good, and at a time when the suspension of agriculture,

them to come from remote quarters to this market with their surplus products;
.commodities. Believes that a periodical Ice Bridge would tend to promote industty
and'be a great boon to the people on the south shore. . Many articles.of a bulky natyss’
would be brought to market with advantage to the producer and consumer whit
.are now lost and destroyed. Whenever the Tce takes, great joy pervades all clas

" .on both sides of the River, the intercourse ismore than ten-fold greater, and life
‘activity are diffused into the mind, Has heard very experienced persons expr

" their opinions that it could be quite easy to stop the Ice at an early period of.
* winter, and that it would not be attended with great expense, also that the.
~or- wharfs necéssary to effect, the object, would pay good interest for the outl
opinion that inasmuch, as the projectsd work would be for the benefit of a

18
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extent of country, as well as for this City, notwithstanding the measure does orig
here, thgt the work ought to be doneé by the Province and the revenues applied
" its benefit. o ) ‘ Lo
Your Committee, while they coincide in the opinions expressed in the above
" evidence as regards the expediency of measures being taken for effecting the con="
struction of an Lce Bridge, and of the practicability of the same, by the plan generall A
recommended therein, viz : the erection of a wharf or pier on the reef at Point’, -
Levi, as marked in the diagram submitted by Captain Lambly, differ, howeve m

4
" William Henderson, Esq., in his opinfon, that ‘the work should be undertaken:
the Corporation of Quebec, and consider that inasmuch as the work is intended:
the benefit of a very extensive District of Country trading to this City, reachin;
far as the most remote part of the Bastern Townships on the one side, and"
‘Rastern Provinces on the other, it ought to be effected at the expense of the: Unite
~ Province, and the revenue that might arise from the wharf applied for 'ithe]‘"b'eﬂ
of the Province. Your Committee have therefore adopted the following Resolutions,
which they beg respectfully to submit to the Council for their consideration an
adoption. ‘ : B o C
pl.‘ That for the preservation of life and property, and for the encouragerent 6f = '
trade and agriculture and the convenience of the inhabitants of a very extensive ’
District of Country communicating across the River St. Lawrence betwecn this City’
and Point Levy during the winter months, it is highly desirable and expedient
measures should be taken to cffect a regular and periodical stoppage of the Ieé, 0" .
~as to form a safe and commodious passage between the two shores of the River at. *
that inclement scason of the year. ‘ o ST
2. That from long residence in_this Country, and from general experience and, ' *
observation combined with the evidence taken of persons resident on both sides of
the River of great practical experience on the subject, it is the opinion of the Couii- .,
cil that the object is perfectly practicable, and at an inconsiderable expenditure in
comparison with the vast advantages that would be derived therefrom' AR
" 8. That for the furtherance of the object, a Petition, based upon the testimony.,

aforesaid, be framed and transmitted to His Excellency the Governor General; to b

submitted to the Provincial Legislature. o X
All which, however, humbly submitted. : ,
o - (Signed,)  JOHN G. CLAPHAM; L

Chairman of Committee. -

v
N
' v

A tr‘ue‘ cquof the original remaining of re‘cord‘in my office. .
F. GarNEAU, City Cler
‘ L . No. 2. | ‘ ‘ e
Copy of a Letter from W. Henderson, Esquire, to J. G- Claphat, Esquire,
: o - FRAMPTON, 8th Masck; 1842
oot T

- My peAR SiR,—As you have very obligingly expressed a wish that
state to you my opinion respecting the proposed Ice Bridge at ‘Quebeg, T shall;.
endeavor to do so, although' I am not aware that I can’suggest an thing. differen
from what you have proposed,‘as reported inthe proceedings of thé Towh Cb ﬁéﬁw

Notwithstanding the very illiberal remarks of sotne of the menibers 6{;}1}%
I will venture to assert that an Ice 3‘ﬁd‘g€,t¢~ g:’dﬁlﬁﬁuni‘t;a;e\yvfjtghﬂ >,
would be of the very utimost importance as well to thé City, as the coutitiy:
 Large quantities of hay is annually lost or throwt aWay for want of . M
~ of course much less produced than! would b if'it could be disposed-of,

RN
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wood, no onc thinks of taking it to Market. Many thousand acres of hard wao
may be found within a convenient distance from-the St Lawience, which would el
brought to Market, if it could be carted across the Ice. The price of toking over:
knees for ship building in winter is from 1s. 8d. to Ts. 6d., according to their size
that is-to say, fully as much as the cost of cut/ing down and' carting to Ponit Levi
Nor isit in these bulky articles alone that ‘the inhabitants of the South Shor
are deprived of a Market, and the Town of a more abundant supply. The loss o
time, expense of the Farmers and their horses at. Point Levi, danger, dcl.ys an
‘heavy expense of ferrying in canoeg, discourages any attempt to bring produce fro
a distance, and operates as a check to agriculture in all its branches, =
. Ifthe inhabitants on the South Shore do not themselves come forward to:
petition, it is because in the first placc, they depend upon the Corporation of Quebe
as much interested as themselves, and much more likely to succeed in any mea‘suf‘p
of this'kind, and moreover, because considering the total neglect and injustice gﬁ‘é@
exhibited against this section of the Province, they have no hopes of succeeding it
obtaining any share of the Government patronage to any object however importa ﬁ
- that might entitle them to a portion of the public revenue, they so largely contriz®
bute to, dedicated as it is wholly to the advantage and embellishment of the West,:
. The object of stopping the Ice, so as to form a Bridge between Quebec andy::
the South Shore, in winter, has employed my thoughts for many years, Ma’“y%
schemes at. various times have been proposed, such as chaining booms acro: ‘
arresting the Ice by detached masses &c., &c., and even the absurd idea of a chain}
* bridge supported by iron pillars ! " Tron pillars in 20 fathoms water, to be raised:
200 feet above its level, and chains to reach a mile !'!  Of what size must these b
And what power, to raise them, or when raised to keep them in their places. A
~permanent bridge is an evident absurdity, an undertaking all the wealth and all th
talent of London itself could not accomplish. )
If the thing is at all to be accomplished, it can only be by confining thy
current by wharves on each side, so constructed as to throw the Ice from one sid
to the other, and thus produce a janb so firm as to' permit it to freeze before t!
force of the current swept it back. And this I firmly believe would be produce
- by covering the extensive shoal running in a direction across the River from Poin
Levi with three, four, or more wharves, the external one so constructed as to giv
the Ice a direction across the River to the shoal below the River St. Charles, whef
“another Wharf would be required to arrest and stop it. Secveral small wharves:
would answer better than a single extensive one, as the Ice would speedily take)
between them, serving as a base for further accumulation; whereas a single.one
would only slide it off. ‘

The expense would probably be considerable, but it is also very likely that the
‘wharves would pay their own cost, either by being used for the lumber trade or for
public purposes, such as a lazaretto, Marine Hospital &c. ‘ o

. Upon the whole I think your plan'good—the cost compared with the cxtensiye:
benefit to be obtained, trifling, and the work, if carried into, execution, of immenge
advantage towards and affording labor to a' portion of the immigration likel
established themselves in this district, where such encouragement is highly desirabl
on that very account alone. . ‘ ‘ ‘ !

Whatever may be the result of your proposition, the inhabitants of the Sout}
Shore.are deeply indebted to you on this, as on many former cccasions ‘where yo
have stepped out on their bebalf. You will pardon me, if I add, nevertheless, a 1
that you would sometimes turn your eyes from the West side of the Chaudiére, an
throw a glance upon the East, where you will also find an extensive and fine tr
of Land deserving of much more notice than it has hitherto obtained. ’
‘ o I am, my dear Sir, ‘
T ‘ ‘ Your faithful humble servant, L
To J. G. Clapham, Esquire. ‘ (Signed,) W. HENDERSON.

20 “ | . = o L
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.Memoranda submztted to the Commz{tee appomted by the Oztzzens of Quebeh 10,
inquire into the practicability of forming an Ice Brzdge in front of the Czty j

This undertaking, no less interesting than it is, in the hxstory of scwnce, povel“
presents difficulties of no ordinary nature ; difficulties arising from a pro%
“which we find no analogy, no precedent in any of the great works. that have 1therto
been proposed or carried on in an]}\v part of the world for the comfort or convenience
of man, or in any of the many works of scicnée that have enlightened the world i
is therefore with the utmost diffidence that I permit myselt to offer any oplmon "
upon such an important subject—an oopinion which may well be treated as.mere: "
conjecture at best.  Bat at all events it may be the means of bringing the consulera- C
tion of same better means of effecting the object in view more fu%y beforethe: pub-“ ‘

" lic, and thereby, perhaps, clicit such objections or remarks, or may pave the’ way' |
Lowards something more feasable—and as connected with the planI “have' the honor:.
~ of now laying before the Committee, these memorandas may also be useful to those
better able to decide upon the means most hkcly to attain thc desned end, to Whom Ca
. it may be referred.. o
‘ About ten years ago I addressed a letter- to Mr. Clapham, alluded to in tha.t, “
“Gentleman’s Address to the gen-ral meeting, proposing as a probable means of
forming an Ice Bridge, that certain Wharves or Blocks should be erccted on' Pomt
Levi Shoals, and corresponding ones in front of Beauport Beach, where the water. }s
also'shallow. Bat while. engwed in copying Captain Bayﬁcld’s Plan, which'I’had"
not before seen, I have attentively studied the direction of the tides as laid down
upon the ¢hart by that accurate and scientific officer, fully corroborated by watch-_
ing the progress of the floating Ice down in the Basin,, and am now convinced tl; it
my former opinion as to - the particular locality of these proposed Wharves was
erroneous, inasmuch as the strenvth and dn'ectxon of the. current. was' not duly
cstimated. p

In cffecting the obJect proposed, if maturely considered, it will be found tha
the set or direction and relative strength of the tides or current in the River is' all '
important, as well with reference to the effect to be produced by the Wharves that.
‘may be crected with a view of stopping thc Ice, as also in regard to the sohdxty or
safety of the Wharves themselves.’

If, for instance, one or more Blocks are constructed on each sule of the~ er
and ﬁcmtmrr each od)er on a general line at right angles with the set of the currént
it is obvious that the welo*ht of the Ice bearmg down’ perpendicularly, will act with
its utmost force against these structures, and_that the velocity of the current in’ the
open space between them, will be increased in proportion as they extend into, an
narrow the free course of the river. Fence it follows, that laying aside theé'cons
~ deration of the imminent risk of ‘the Wharyes being swept away by the Tee, ev
 their succcssful resistance so far from having the effect of arresting the Ice in the malujz‘ ;
channel of three or four thousand feet in width, must mevnably have a
effect, and in all probability for ever prevent the formation of an Ice Bridge, ext:ep
ing on occasions much further apart than it now sometimes naturally occurs: ¥ i
" The river freezcs over almost every winter opposite’ Cap Rouge, occasionec
{wartly by suddenly narrowing at that point, and partly by rocks that act a$ so man

Nhatves, and no doubt but that at a comparatively small expense it ight b m
to take every winter. But the locality is too far off to be of any bericfit 10 Qtlebecw“

o

.and experience proves that it has little if any effect ‘in the formation of & Brid i
front of the City. I shall therefore confine my « observatmns to what may be\ cffected:
in front of; or below the Town,  « - ‘

" Tt'has been suggested by another member. of the Oommxttee, s well as i séif

that in the early part of the season an Tce Bndge mlght be f'ormed““ i 7
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secured at different short distances across the River, either directly or diagonally, b
mooring anchors and chains; by opposing to the force of the current and Ice
‘angular point or points above and below, so as to force the Ice towards the ‘shore ¢
- either side of the River, and prevent it bearing perpendicularly in its fall foree ugion!
‘the Booms. But it is very difficult to foresee what effect the Ice might have upéﬁ
~ the mooring apparatus, or upon the Boom itsclf—whether any anchors could be ma
of such strength, combined with immoveable hold in the grounds, as to resist dragging
or breaking, or whether any Booms could be'so constructed so to retain their situas
tion at the surface of the water, with sufficient strength 'to resist the immense for
of Ice in so stong a current. ‘ : D o
. The first cost as compared with the crection of Blocks would indeed be trifling,
but on the other hand the annual cost of laying down, taking up, repairing, ¢
replacing with new ones, would be very considerable—and as they must be plac
very early in the season, while the Ice is light and in small masses, with any pr
pect of success, they would materially interfere with the navigation at a season when;!
there is much press of business between. this City and Montreal, so that upon ¢ X
‘whole I consider that Blocks or Wharves, although at first far more costly, wotil
eventually be as economical as Booms, far more to be depended upon, and offer no
obstruction to maritime commerce, as by them the Ice could not be stopped, un
such masses had formed, as would cffectually put an end to fice navigation; witho
entering into details, it may be admitted that Blocks or Wharves could not be 3
structed in very deep water with a strong current, excepting at an expense wholly
disproportionate to the advantage to be gained, if indeed at all practicable so as fo
resist.ice. In order thercfore, to illustrate thesc observations, Ipshall suppose th
seven fathoms or forty-two feet at low spring tides would be the greatest depth. of
water where these Blocks could be advantageously consiruted, offering an clevati
at the level of high water of sixty-two feet. When it is considered that at the height: *
of between sixty and seventy feet from its foundation the Ice, impelled by a strong: -
current, would act as a leverat the waters edge, it may be doubted if a Wharf coulgig -
be built in any deeper water of sufficient solidity to resist an enemy of such formidable"
ower, ‘ o
?‘ But even at this great depth the River, directly in front of the City, could be! .
contracted very little from what it already is by the existing Wharves, leaving an -
opening of at least threc thousand four hundred fect, which by the increased
velocity of the current bearing down perpendicularly upon the line of the Wharve
would as before explained, tend much more to the prevention than to the formatio:
of lé))in Tce Bridge. At this point it may be therefore considered as wholly impract
cable. : ‘ .
At the Point Levi Shoal, at the same depth of seven fathoms water, the Bloc
might be carried towards the Beauport Beach in a line directly vorth, as oﬁ'epifjg%
the very best direction with a view of stopping the Ice, to the distance of nearly
“two thousand two hundred feet, and on the opposite side from the outer edge of di% :

i

W

Beauport Beach seventeen hundred and fifty feet, leaving the - central space;
.of four thousand feet, to arrest the Ice in. But very nearly the same difficult ‘ex;,gg}g
here as in front of the City, that is the general line of these Wharves woul 1eaj;$
the open space between them at very nearly right angles to the course of the tid‘ey?c}}
current up and down—therefore, although the strength of the tides are somewhat 1688
than in front of the City, it is nevertheless highly improbable that these Wharve
could not have any effect in _stopping the Iee—to say nothing of the enormous  ex
pense of building a line of Blocks from seven fathoms water to the shore on’th
north side, a distance of six thousand feet, besides the two thousand feet on:
south side. ' I thercfore consider it very improbable that any works will be attemp

at this point for the purpose of forming an Ice Bridge.

e
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It now only remains to consider what -could be effected elsewhere, and T
venture to recommend a locality hitherto wholly unnoticed, as the only place  bel
the 'own where it appears at all practicable to obtain our object, and whe
helieve we can be certain of succeeding, and that at far less cost than at. the Point
Levi Shoals. .That is at the point marked on the' map as Lower Point Levi;and -
~ thence to the upper end of the Island of Orleans. I should propose four Blocks

the south side, extending only into six fathoms water, to the distance of nearly.thre

‘thousand feet from the s%oi‘e, and of two Blocks only on the Island side, exten
fourteen hundred feet to six fathoms of water, leaving an open space hetween
three thousand seven hundred feet, as is marked upon the plan i pencil., Eacl

 these Blocks may. be two hundred feet square at the foundation, tapering gradually

“to the water’s edge, with a space of upwards of two hundred feet between thems |
leaving the navigation open there as well as in the main channel. C

‘ By reference to the Plan the advantage of this locality above all others will. be

- readily conceived. Tt will be séen that the north channel is nearly in a direct lin

with the general direction of the River above and in front of the City, causing’the

current to set strongly in that direction-until it reaches a point about a mile abovy
the Island of Orleans, where it divides, and thereby occasions a great diminution in:
~ the velocity of the stream, there begining to set down the south channel, especia

‘towards the centre, wheré the only difficulty is to be looked for in arresting
floating Ice, and where it will inevitably be stopped by the Island of Orleans and th
Whart or Wharves there projected, inasmuch as the ebb tide, the strongest’ and:
‘most to be dreaded in lieu of mecting the line of Wharves perpendicularly, will drive
almost directly in a line with them gown to the Island, as soon as the Ice has beéen: +
stopped by and between the Blocks on the south side. It is true that on, the south
side the set of tides will meet the Blocks perpendicularly. ' But as it-is there by
means so rapid as higher up and as the depth does not exceed six fathoms, little -
danger is to be apprehended fog the solidity or safety of the Blocks ; the flood tide
less powerful than the ebb, and in the main channel would set upon the Bealpor
Shoals and lower part of the Basin, and tend to an accumulation of Ice there...

Inasmuch as the distance to be covered with Blocks is about sevente
hundred fect less than it would be if constructed from the Point Levi Shoals,
cost would be much less, while the protection as a break water for vessels in the
harbour would be equally efficient, besides the object of extendin% that protéetion

~ over every part of the Basin, not to be attained at Point Levi Shoal. .+ "

‘ During a residence of nearly fifty-three years in ‘Canada, forty-one wintets
which I have passed at Quebec and in its vicinity, the channel on the north:sidezof"
the Island of Orleans has invariably been frozen over every winter ; a fact main
to be attributed to the set of the current, and consequent drift of fields of Ice‘in the:
early part of the season down that narrow, crooked and shallow passage, for although
high water the width of the north channel greatly exceeds that of the south, at |
tide in many places it is not equal to a fourth part. The inference is’that

‘Wharves are constructed at the proposed situation instead of a part,-the far grea
portion of the Ice willin the earry part of the season be forced towards that chan
and ensure its being frozen over many weeks erlier than at present, and hen
spread up the Basin and in front of the City. L

But my paper admonishes me to pause, for although the remarks or argumerit
might be extended much farther, I fear that your patience must be nearly exhausted -
and must wake my adieu rather abruptly. T e

“ (Signed,) “W. HENDERSON
Quebee, 22nd February, 1852, ‘ Cooeh




“ . No. 4
A Letter from H. N. Palton to ¢he Chairman. ‘ A
‘ R Powvr Lrvi, 21st February, 1852, ;

' 8IR,~As my temporary engagements with the Directors of the Quebec and: .
_ Richmond Railroad Company may prevent my attending the meeting on Monday. .
next, I am induced to submit my views, in refcrence to the Ice Bridge, in writing;
which I should have had pleasure by doing personally. Co o
o 1 have no doubt the object could be  obtained by cither of the propositions T
made to the Legislature many years since, when their sittings were at Quebec. The
first was to make an attempt myself, and if Isuccceded in obtaining one for nine cont
secutive years, I was to receive £1500, the Wharf remaining to myself. R
- My plan was, to constriict a Wharf on - the point above the Chaudiére, and:
below Demer’s Ferry—the Ice, in descending the River, from the coarse of the cur
rents, strikes on the projected point. at Black Edely Point, which throws it to thes
~ south shore, where I intended placing my Wharf, which if constructed, would cause,
a counter current, and the Ice thus retarded would jam. The second, was a sug:
estion to be taken up by the Legislature, or by their assistance, to ercct an exténsiv
hart at the lower end of the Point Levi Ferry, on the flat in front of the point;
called ¢ Cabin des Pércs,” which would comprchend other interests of great
moments. If I recollect right, atabout one quarter of amile from high water marky
I found about 80 feet at low water, diminishing towards the shore. o
By the ercction of an extensive Wharf there, I have no doubt, when' th
* battures are made in the River St. Charles, the action of the current from that River;
and the counter one from the Wharf, the Ice wonld jam. ‘ o y
The Wharves lately erected on the north side would materially assist. .
The advantages derived from the construction of this Wharf would be great, In'
the first place, it would act as a breakwater, so much necded in the Harbour of!
Quebec.. The schooners arriving from below with the ebb tide, and north cast windj;
- are obliged to proceed to Diamond Harbour for shelter, and if the wind be strong,
are unable to beat down until the tide has so far ebbed as to prevent the schooners
getting over the sand bank of St. Charles. a e
The batteaux of hay and firewood from above, are similarly situated. I hav
known them to remain from one to ten days at Diamond Harbour hefore they could:
et in the St. Charles, wherc they go to unload, causing, very frequently, loss of the:
ay, from getting wet and the loss by delay. Were this Wharf erected, these
‘vessels wonld come to anchor under the lea of the Wharf, and on the first ebb would!
lay ,u{) the St. Charles to the Palais. : g ‘ ‘ : :
‘ suggested also the advantage of a Marine Hospital on the Wharf, so much
necded. The locality of the present one is ridiculous, irrespective of its beinggy
applied to purposes for which 4t never was intended, It is inaccessible by water
‘except at the top of high water, and even then, at some distance from the streamyis
the 'inconvenience of conveying the disabled secaman from the boat to the calech‘é‘%*if
- thence through the Town, a distance of about two miles, is great. besides the loss
time 'so precious in these cases. - I relate one instance ; a sailor died in the calechef
with me, in Bridge Street, from dclay, and the bad state of the roads. I also sugifs
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gested a Quarantine Station, at which time there was none. ‘ o
01 visiting the Iecc Houses at Boston and New York, it struck me we lost sigh

‘of an article of commerce within our reach—one on the Wharf to hold from 50 to 6|
cargoes of ice would pay well—a ready market could be found in the West Indiegys
England and elsewhere. I need hardly say, ourIce is as far superior to the Ameri
can as the Englishvcheese is to our Canadian. ‘ R
. To fill up the Wharf; the vessels might be compelled to throw in their ballast;’os
 they ‘would willingly do so by getting their Whartage free, thus, in some measur
. o8 : ‘ ' ‘ S




preventing the. destruction of the anchorage; which in time will be the case near.the
shores, by the quantity of ballast each year thrown out.. Parts of the Wharf might.:
be allowed for a coal depdt for the steamers, or for landing deals or other.sawn’
lumber. ‘ R i g S e
: ‘ -I remain, Sir, = .o S
- Your most obedient servant, .~ . .
: - ‘ H. N. PATTON..
To the Chairman of the C ‘ ST ,
Ice Bridge Committee. ‘ o T

‘
*

e ewd

No. 5.—Letter ‘from J.G. OZ(@hm‘;‘z,HEsguife, Chairman, to W. H. Davies, E’sq&irg
o o | | Qurszc, 21st February, 1852,

DEAR Str,—In conformity. to the wishes of the Committee, that each: of: it
" Members should contribute such information and opinions as may have a practical
bearing on the subject for which they have been constituted :—to wit, the formation
of an Ice Bridge, it is. with pleasure that I enter upon this duty, under the hope
that now the citizens have cvinced an interest in the measure, it will receive that
‘consideration and support so necessary to its ultimate success. . . R
By the occompanying paper (Le Canadien) of the 4th March, 1842, it will‘be:.
seen that the City Council, then took the initiative on the subject, and after aidis-
cussion, therein reported, embracing many arguments for and against the measure;-
a Committec was appointed to pursue a course similar to that which now engages
our attention. As our Committee has requested you to procure a copy of the:pro= "
ccedings of the Council, I shall not advert thereto, further then to say, that the in:
vestigation, so far as the Council was concerned, resulted favorably, but owingitox
a varicty of causes, principally of a political nature, no further action was then-taken
on the subject. : . ‘ ‘ . N
I also send you herewith a copy of a letter reccived from William Henderson
Esquire, of Frampton, dated 8th March, 1842, whose ideas, proceeding ‘as they .doy
from one of our oldest, most intelligent, and partiotic citizens are worthy of marked
consideration. o : ‘ R T

'

\
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The further experience of the past.ten years, during which I bave hafd“{msfﬁd’fyf
opportunities, as well from personal observations, as from the declarations of huridreds
of settlers in the Townships, of ascertaining the great inconveniences, delays, and
losses arising from the present dangerous and costly mode of crossing both:freights
“cattle, and passengers, confirm me more strongly in the opinions then entertained;
of the great and unqualified advantages likely to result from a periodical Ice Bridge;
by which a direct and uninterrupted communication may be obtained at all titnesio
the tide, and by night as well as day, during its continuance.: Cor W

In alleging that the advantages will be, not only great, but unqualified;or:with:

~out detriment to any other material interests, it is proper that this, the only-poirit‘e
difference in opinion, should be met with such arguments as-are likely't
weight on the subject. In the course of last year I cut’from a Toronto'papé
slip. which I enclose to you, containing an article on the ¢ Climate of the A
coast of North America,” which throws some light on the subject. . In'the 8th %
graph, the writer observes; © Our vast Lakes cannot be ‘the chief” cause,” :(of:gur

cold and late spring weather,) ¢ for the cold near them, even in-winter, whe froggfw jh“,-s%
% is less intense than on higher ground remote from them, and the Ice.ih.then sﬁiﬁkg L
“ and disappears long before the ceasing of the cold sea winds on'the ‘coast:”” 2
foregoing conclusion is just, and has reference equally to our own Lake St«Pe
and the River St. Lawrence;.when winter begins to throw off its'coveringi:
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In the 9th paragraph, the writer proceeds to assign, what he believes to be a
more efficient causc of our cold, during one-third of the year, than all others com-
bined, to wit: ¢ The ice-bergs or lofty masses, and the immense tracts of field ice
“ which are formed in Hudson’s and Baffin’s Bay, and in the northern part of the
“ Gulf of St. Lawrence, and which accompanying cach other yearly towards the
“ Bquator. The two latter of thosc seas, especially with their large southerly open-
“ ings, discharge their prodigious engelations near our north-casterly coast, which
¢ are all drifted by the currents along our shores, a few degrees distant, into the
¢ Gulf Stream, towards the tropic, and which it would seem would never melt, should
¢ they take any other direction.”’ ‘ ‘

The ahove hypothesis is partially correet, but not altogether so.  Had the writer .
studied the subject a little decper, and more philosophically, he would have found
that the primary cause of those ““vast and prodigious engelations,” also combined
in producing the effect, in conjunction with them, of the unseasonable cold, of which
we complain.  And for this cause it is not nccessary to extend our secarch to the
shores of Europe, to the Baltic Sea, or the Gulfs of Finland and Bothnia, for it is
at our very doors, ‘

In all parts of the world, among o:her distinctive marks of His wisdom, Divine

Providence has ordained prevailing winds, and it is to the greater prevalence of
north, north-west and north-casterly winds on the Atlantic Coast of North America,
that we must mainly attribute the severity of our climate in winter, and the long
continuance of cold weather, at times, even after the departure of the Ice and Snow
from our fields, rivers and lakes, Whenever the wind is in the slightest degree
southerly of cast or west, and just in proportion as it becomes more southetly to
south, if even in the depth of winter, and it matters not how great the quantity of
Ice and Snow by which we are environed, the weather becomes temperate and mild
and a thaw is the natural consequence ; and during night as well as day, so long as
the wind continues in the same quarter, and few are so unobservant of the invari-
able law of nature in this locality, and many degrees inland, as not to know, that
when the wind veers a few points to the north of those quarters, cold and frost
immediately ensue.
. _This view of the question is verified by the actual state of the climate on the
north-west coast of America on the Pacific Ocean. There, the prevailing winds are
. the very opposite of ours at the same scasons of the year, and as like causes produce
like effects, in that section of our hemisphere, and cven in a higher parallel of
latitude, both on the Columbia River and at Vancouver’s Island, as the winds in
winter gencrally blow from the south, the climate is mild, with only occassional snow,
and in summer as the prevailing winds are northerly of west, rain is frequent, with
cool weather, so that as an Agricultural country it has no advantage over us, except
in the length of the scason, in maturing the fruits of the earth.

Expericnced Navigators are so well aware of the prevalence of certain winds at
stated periods, in different quarters of the Globe, that in making a long voyage, to
China for instance, or California, in order to avail themselves of*this beneficial influ-
ence, instead of taking the most direct course from the point of departure, to the
Port of destination, they find it to their advantage to diverge to the right and left,
many hundreds of miles, and still they 'more spcedily attain their object. ‘

In no part of the world is the hand of Providence and the effect of prevailing,
winds more remarkable on climate thau at the Cape of Good Hope. The south-
east winds prcponderate to that degree in summer, thereby tempering the heats
engendered from a sandy soil and a nearly vertical sun, that it is one of the most. .
healthy and agreeable countries in the world. In winter the prevailing wind being
from the north-west, clouwdy weather and rain come in its train, nourishing and pre-
paring the earth for the reception and germing of sced, which would perish from *
extreme drought, were a different course the order of Providence. In Palestine,

26
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when.as a punishment to its guilty inhabitants the early and latter rain were with-
held; drought and famine was the consequence. -

In short there are few countries without their advantages, as well as disadvan-
ges. The country.we inhabit is not exempt from the latter, but it possesses very
many of the former ; even clements of future greatness. It behoves us to endeavor
to turn our advantages to the best account, and to remedy our disadvantages as far
as is in our power. The one under consideration, the want of an Ice Bridge, can
be remedied without difficulty, and as it can be done without prejudice to any other
interests, the sooner we set about it the better. '

The objection made in the Town Council by Mr. Alderman Jones, and which
may possibly be elsewhere repcated, that an Ice Bridge formed by a jam is often of
the thickness of 30 or 40 feet, is an exaggeration ; but were it even so, such is the
influcnce of the Sun in the month of April, when not counteracted by very strong
northerly winds, in dissipating the surface of Snow and Ice, and in creating an
underground and undercurrent thaw, together with the swelling ‘and spreading of the
Stream by the increase of the waters from a more southern latitude ; the breaking
and detaching of Ice, however ponderous, by the operation of high spring tides,
which have a relative force, augmented in proportion to the depth of the object -
upon which they act: a depth of even 80 feet compared with the general depth of
the River, of more than 100 feet, would be as dust in the balance, swept by the -
hand of Omnipotence. Nor is it forbidden to man, to assist nature when tardy or
feeble in her periodical operations.  We spread Snow, we chop ice, to hasten its de-
parture from our street, and as it would be just as easy to set adrift, by the force of
the current, a ship of the line, as a canoe in the broad, deep and rapid St. Lawrence,
so would it be practicable to send adrift detached pieces of floating ice, however
great their depth, when 1t might be thought necessary to do so.

Before closing these remarks it may not be amiss to state, that having frequently
crossed the Ice at Cap Rouge from the landing place of Captain Bazile Demers, to a
point somewhat above the property of Mr. John Porter, at a time when the passage
or crossing was defective, or entirely deficient at or near the City, it has been a sub-
ject of reflection how far, as some think, a wharf erected on the North Shore just.
above the narrowest part of the River and nearly opposite the Chaudiére, on the one
side, and the extension of the wharf belonging to Captain Demers on the south side,
as indicated by a sketch herewith sent (No. 8), might not more readily and as effi-
ciently attain the object, allied as it is to the fact, that when the Tce has, at an early -
period of the winter, taken at Cap Rouge, we have generally, although not always,
had a brige at Quebec, of smooth field Ice. Now, as far as the question of jam, of
irregular or broken Ice, bears upon the main point at issue, its effect in retarding
the opening of the Navigation between Quebec and Montreal, I consider it a matter
of no consequence, whether it takes place at Cap Rouge or between the wharves
proposed to'be placed, the onc on the ﬁeef at Point Levi, and the River 8t. Charles.”
My convictions are, that neither the one nor the other will have the effect of retard-
ing the navigation in the slightest degree, and I decidedly prefer that means should
be adopted to ensure a bridge at Quebec by any means and for the longest period it
can be obtained and secured. At the same time I consider that wharves erected at
Cap Rouge would bé advantageous, if only to hasten and secure a bridge at the
earlicst possible period, and which they would doubtless have a tendency, and coni-
tribute materially to cffect.

I am, dear Sir, )
Very truly yours, ,
J. G. CLAPHAM.
To W. H. Davies, Esquire,
Honorary Secretary of the Committee
appointed for the formation of
an Ice Bridge. 7
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Climate of the Atlantic Coast of North America.

- 1. The average temperature of the year from north of Newfoundland to south
of Chesapeake By, we believe to be lower than can be found in a corresponding
range of latitude, south or north of the equator, or any other portion of the earth.

3, The greater cold of the year, however, is most conspicuous in the three
months of spring, and the first month of summer—the difference in these months
forms the distinguishing and great repelling feature of the climate of the American
Atlantic Coast from lat, 85 deg. north, to the Polar Sea. It is to this section of
North Amcrica, and to this portion of the year, that our remarks will be confined.

3. We premise our hypothesis as to what is the leading cause of this lingering
of winter into the legitimate precinets of spring and summer, with a brief comparison
of our spring climate with that of various points in the North of Earope. C

4. A letter writer in Paris, (Jatitude about 49,) in letters of successive years,
dated from the 2ud to the 4th of March, speaksin them all, of the then beautiful ver-
dure of the surrounding hills.  Other observers in Holland, 2 or 8 degrees further
north, speak of their springs as varying very little in forwardness from those of the
north of France. Others deseribe those of Prussia (10 deg. more northerly than our
selves) as a month or two earlier than ours,

5. Paris, (situate inland about a hundred miles on an air line from the sea,)
more than § degrees nearer to the pole than is Portland, has its hills covered with
verdure nearly three months earlier than our own!

6. Is not this immense variation in spring time and -temperature, worth a few
minutes examination as to the prominent causc ? ‘

7. First, the highlands of New England, and the Alleghany range, though -
more elevated than any lands in the vicinity of the places cited in Europe, cannot
be very cousiderable causes—for in elevation and extent they are not to be compared
with those of the Alps, which cause no such a degree of cold on low lands near them,
though in a latitude higher than ours.

8. Our vast lakes cannot be the chicf cause, for the cold ncar them, even in
winter, when frozen, is less intense than on higher ground remote from them, and
the ice in them sinks and disappears, long before the ceasing of the cold seawinds
on the coast. ‘

9. We proceed to assign what we believe to be a more efficient cause of our
cold during one-third of the year, than all others combined. To wit, the icebergs
~or lofty masses, and the Immense tracts of field-ice which are formed ini Hudson’s

and Baffin’s Bay, and in the northern part of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and which
accompany cach other yoearly towards the equator, The two latter of those seas,
especially with their large sontherly openings, discharge their prodigious congela-
tions ncar our northeasterly coast, which are all drifted by the currents along our
shores, a fow degrees distant, into the Gulf Streain and towards the tropic, and which -
it would scem would never melt, should they take any other direction. :
10. Ifit be said these are not the only inland-seas in high latitudes which'
communicate with the occan—the Baltic sea, which with its Gulf of Finland and
Bothnia corresponds in latitude, and considerably in magnitude, with Hudson’s and:. -
Baffiv’s Bay, furishes nothing remarkable in masses of [ee, and what there is, dis- .

3

appears where it is formed, like the Ice in our lakes. This is true—and the reason -
why the latter do lengthen the dominion of cold, and the former does not, is explained ;.
we conceive by the same theory.  The outlets of the Baltic are narrow—its frozen '«
< productions, (vastly less in themselves,) are therefore retained till they become -
softencd and soaked by the water below them, and till they sink and disappear.,
The outlets of our bays and gulf, on the contrary, are broad, and as fust as the
reflection of the sun’s rays from the land loosens the Ice ou the shores, and before '
the main body is softened at all, the northerly winds drive it out fresh with its;:.

2r
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wintry atmosphere, which in no small degree it retains while.it remains undissolved ;
and leaving the surface of the water chilled below the common ocean temperature
for a time ‘after. .

11. As there is a stronger tendencyin a colder atmosphere to invade a warmer,
than the reverse, we think the long prevalence of.our ungenial sea winds in spring-
and a part of summer may be thus produced. ‘ ‘

12. The writer is fully aware that most of ;the above facts are well known to ,
many, and especially to navigators; but there may be some advantage in collecting ~ = -
them together—and if there should prove to be one original thought 1n all which bas '
been suggested, which can be turned to profitable account, the writer will consider
the hour or two thus occupied as not among the wasted ones of life. )

The climate is affected entirely by the prevailing winds. The north-eastern
coast, to a certain longitude, and to an extent interior, perhaps, not farther west
than the Rocky Mountains, from the prevalence of north westerly winds during the
winter Solstice is much more cold than all other portions of the globe in the same
parallel of latitude.  On the coast of the Pacific as the winds prevail in an opposite
direction at the same period of the year at Vancouver’s Island, and on the Colum-
bia River, although farther north than Quebec, they have mild winters, with little ‘
snow, and in summer, from the condensation of the winds prevailing from the north, *
they have moist weather, and the heat not so intense as on the Atlantic coast. ‘

Our object must be, to turn the dispensations of Providence to the best possible
account—lJike the Barren Mountains in Wales, for ages considered of no value, but
now worked to very great advantage, our fields of Ice may be turned to profitable
account,

No. 6.
. Letter, Michael Scott, Esquire, to W. H. A. Davies, Esquire.
QUEBEC, 25tk February, 1852,

Sir,—It is with much pleasure that I comply with your request contained in
your circular of the 19th instant. . ‘

The formation of an annual Ice Bridge has long been a favorite project with
me, and I am very happy to sce the measure taken up with spirit by the inhabitants
of Quebec. ' SR

As to the Ppacticability of the measure, I do not entertain the smallest doubton =~
the subject. The Ice uniformly stops of itself every year once or oftener, and . .
remains for various lengths of time, which shews clearly nature has almost done the
work herself and only requires some artificial assistance to accomplish the object.

By the same course of reasoning, it is easy to see where the works should be .
constructed, that is, wherever nature has shewn an inclination to work, it is there -
we ought to assist her. ‘ ‘ o

The place where the Ice generaly stops is in the narrows between the mouth of .
the Chaudiére and the Cap Rouge Rivers ; of course it is there the works ought to
be constructed, o

There are a great many kinds of works that might be constructed, but what'

I would most recommend is four piers of about 200 feet square each, placed by twos' ,
opposite each other on each side of the channel, sunk in about 80 feet water, and.+
the one pair of piers to be about 400 feet from the other pair, up and down stream, -

Two piers might perhaps do, but I would have more confidence in four; and .’
if it should be found these do not stop the Ice, a net work of booms might be placed. .
between the four piers, and there can be no doubt this would effectually stop the Ice’

But the objection to this net work scheme is, it might be move difficult to break
the Ice in the spring and so retard the navigation. I du not, however, think there is
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much danger in this respect, the Ice once stopped I have no doubt some meanswill:-
be found to get rid of it. T ‘ ‘ K
As to the cost it is well known that floating Ice in such a current as we have t5
contend with is very powerful, and will therefore require very strong works to arrest:
its progress. I do not think works to make sure of the object would cost less than -
£20,000 to £30,000, but this sum would not be exclusively applied to this object,

~avery large revenue might be derived from the piers in the summer time for .

shipping purposes, and were the piers put down in a proper place, I have no doubt
but that the whole or nearly so of the interest of the capital expended would be got
for mooring ships to load and unload in the summer season. R

These works would certainly not in the smallest degree impede the navigation,
for vessels coming from sea to Quebec, but they might retard it alittle from Quebec
upwards, but I do not think it would be much, and this being at a season of the yeat
‘when there is very little doing. I do not think this a serious objection. S

Some people are of opinion that piers built on the point opposite Point Levi -
Church, would stop the Ice ; I donot coincide in this idea, because piers on the one -
. gide of the River would be of little use unless there were piers on the opposite side ',
also. Now the channel is so widc here, and the Ice floating, up and down is so
much broken up and piled into heaps, that it would be much more difficult to stop’
it than it would be above where the ice floats in much larger fields and with amucg‘"’/’ '
smoother surface, and the channel ‘there being much narrower; there can be no' *
doubt but that the Iec would be much easier stopped, and the locality being much’ -
more sheltered, the works constructed would be more available for other purposes.. -

If you stop the Ice between the City, you run the risk of obstructing vessels’,
coming from gea, which I think of more serious consequence than stopi)ing the |
nanglation a few days above the City.

f you stop the Ice above the City, you are sure it will stop opposite the City, '
or you will have clear water nearly all the time, which will be nearly as good as ‘if
you had a bridge opposite the City.

A great deal more might be said on this all important subject, but as it is my
intention to sce the Committee personally, I will then state my views more fully.

I am, &ec.,
MICHAEL SCOTT.

P. 8.—Should there be any doubt about the practicability of breaking up the
Ice in the Spring, some experiments might be made to find out how this could be .
effected before taking measures to stop'it. ‘ :

L
N

This project, both of stopping the Ice and breaking it up, being things entirely; “
new, some money must be expended in making experiments, otherwise you mﬁ ‘
never be able to effect your purpose. ‘ P

The mode which I woul% suggest of breaking up the Ice isto have a strong and: &
powerful sicamboat built, with saws and mallet wheels projecting from her in such’; |
a way as she might work her way through any ordinary field of Ice. This I hav

no doubt would succeed.
MICHAEL SCOTT,

80
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No. 7.

Letter from Captain John Lémbly, late Harbour Master, Québeo, to W. H. Davies,
Esq., with three plans.

BeavporT, 22nd Febru}zry, 1852. .

My pEAR SIr,—I beg leave to send you my ideas of the best means of stopping
the Ice so as to form the Ice Bridge annually. ‘

.

I have long and seriously thought about it, and I trust you will succeed, at all

events you will to a certainty gain a line of fast Ice, or a batturc from the sand .

bank marked D, off the River St..Charles, up to Point Pizeau, which batture will
form a necessary protection to all the Wharves in front of the City, and a safe land-.

ing for the canoes between these points, which will be the means of saving many .

lives, and shortening the distance across to Point Levi, and I think I may say, an
Ice Bridge yearly. ‘ ‘ AR
The sketch may not be exactly correct, but I know it.is not far wrong." .
The Piers must be strong ones, and run out into 40 feet at low water spring
tides,in the month of August, when the St. Lawrence is at its lowest. oo
1 am told Mr. Pozer’s and Mr. Gellespie’s Wharves have42 feet in front, if so, the
Piers can be sunk to that depth also. ‘ ‘

I am, Sir, with a strong wish for your success.
Respectfully yours,

JOHN LAMBLY.
To W. H. Davies, Esq.,

Quebec.

7
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It is a few yards less than one mile from St. Andrews’ Wharf to Begins house,

33 -
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No. 8.
Letter from Mr. J. Gourdeau to Ice Bridge Commsitee.
‘ : Queskc, 2Tth February; 1852,

GENTLEMEN,—Conformably to your request, I have brought my memory to bear “

on the only spot suitable to be made to achieve the object that you havein view,
To the north of Point Levi Church, at the point, there is a shoal extending out to the
distance of three hundred fathoms from the beach, where there is but five fathoms.
of water. Now, from the outward extremity of this shoal to Beauport shoal, where.
there is only three and a half fathoms of water, the distance is about four hundred

fathoms, My opinion is, therefore, that if a block were built on the end of Point .

- Levi shoal, that it would have the effect of causing the current to be changed ; the

Ice would certainly form from it to the shore at an carly period ; it would check the' =
floating Ice outside, and, in my opinion, would give you an early annual Bridge .*

across the St. Lawrence. As to the retarding of navigation, I think that it would

not have an injurious effect as it would only be for a few days, and that circumstance =

would be much more than counterbalanced by the advantages derived from an Ice
Bridge. Again the block alluded to would be rendered a boon to the shipping, by -

causing a light to be kept on it, which would prove a guide on a dark night to .

vessels coming into and going out of the port. -

I have the honor to be, Gentlemen,
Your obedient humble servant,

F. GOURDEAU.

-

Committee of Ice Bridge Scheme,

‘ No. 9.
Letter from E. B. Lindsay, Esq., to H. A. Davies, Bsq.
Trixiry House, QUEBES, 1st March, 1858..

Sir,—Having laid before the Trinity Board your letter of the 20th ultimd, with-
the accompanying circular respecting an Ice Bridge at Quebec, I am directed to:

acquaint you, for the information of the Committee of the citizens of Quebec, that. -

the Board have alrcady given an opinion upon this subject to the Executive Govern-
ment of this Province, but that should the matter be again teferred to them through
the same channel, they will be prepared to reconsider the same. .

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

E. B. LINDSAY,

W. H. A. Davies, Esquire,
Secretary of the Committee
of the Citizens of Quebec.

‘ No. 10. ‘
Letter from Captain Jokn Lambly to the Chairman, with plan.

tions therein, I respectfully say—
1. The forming of an Ice Bridge annually is doubtful.

Clerk T.B. Q. =

S

‘ Bzavurorr, 28tk Febmary;»ISSZ\'._‘ e
My pEAR Str,—I received your circular yesterday, and in answer to the ques- ﬁ
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2. I should recommend Wharves to be built or crected, as pointed out in.
the'sketch which you have received. ‘

I also am of opinion that to carry or lay a Boom, (however strong,) across
the River at right angles, with the sct of the tides, is impossible ; and at any other
angle it would be extremcly difficult, and if laid it would snap like a pack-thread.

We may, perhaps, coax the Ice to stop itself (if I may be allowed the expression)
and I respectfully give you my reasons for supposing that that can be done.

Tirst, the south side of the River from Point Levi up to the Chaudiére is very
steep—that is, the deep water is close to the edge of the Rock, and therefore no
batture of Ice will form along it. The Ice breaks off every falling tide and floats
away. ‘
yBut the north side of the River from the west end of Orleans up to Oliver’s Wharf,

and from I’ Ance des Mers up to Point a Pizcau, is almost a dead flat of sand and mud,
which dries at low water, a long way off, and is by no means so steep, and the water
deepening more gradually. :

I consider, therefore, that this is the side of the River on which we must coax
the batture to extend itsclf farther off to the south castward. ‘

Sccondly, the large angle which the flood tide makes in rounding Point Levi,
causes the drift Icc to run up along the north shore, and soon fills the River Saint
Charles, and the {lat ground off Beauport, and down to Orleans, which we sec every
year regularly, and fills also flat ground, and the Coves from I’Ance des Mers
to Point a Pizeau, and by crecting a Wharf as far off' as to be safe, that is, as near
the deep water as possible, and inclose the whole sand bavk off the River St.

" Charles (as marked in the sketch,) 1 am of opinion, would aid in {orming a more
-extensive batture, and most likely would then form a fixed line from Orleans to Peint
a Pizeau, and which would form a very necessary protection to the Wharves in front
of the Town, and on which canoes would embark and disembark at all times of the
tides with safety. :

Again, a Wharf crected a short distance above the pitch of the Point Levi (as
-also marked in the sketch) as far out to the northward to be safe, (that is, as near the
decp water as possible,) would, in my opinion, add to the effect, which the flood tide
has in carrying the drift Ice towards Beauport flats and the River St. Charles, by
_giving the Ice a broad sheer (as we sailors say).

From Point Levi up to the River Chaudicre the water is very deep, 25, 27, and
‘80 fathoms (on that side of the River) and forms a ditch (if T may usc the word,) and
.through which the greatest part of the up-land waters find their way to the Ocean.

And also causes the ebb tides to continue to run down until the River has
risen 2 or 8 feet, so that the first of the flood-tide runs up on the north side of the
River, and the ebb tides on the south side of the River continuc to ruu down until
mastered by the flood.

I trust (afier the erection of the two Wharves mentioned) we might hope to have
a good wide batture, strong enough to protect itself against the north cast gales, and
I do think this we may be able to accomplish—all clsc I fear must be left to chance.

4. These Wharves herein mentioned will in no way obstruct or impede "
the navigation of the River. To crect Light-houses would be a useless waste of
money. The lcading marks for entering the Ilarbour are simple and distinct, and
.all that the shipping rcquires. : ‘ ‘

8. I cannot give you any cstimate of the amount of the cost of the
Wharves, but I send one modcl herewith, which I should prefer ; should one be
built on the Sand Bank off the River St. Charles in proportion to 1ts size would be
‘the protection to the River crafts within it. :

I further take the liberty to say, let the Wharves be large, and the annual rent
of them would be much more than the interest of their cost.

I am, Sir, -
a8 Respectfully yours, JOHN LAMBLY.
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Nort-East front or East. -
150 feet long, or longer if thaught necessary,

North end.

1 think that these Wharves would rent for

more than the interest of their cost.
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Plan of Wharf for the River St. Charles.

The same Plan would answer for Point
Levi.

They ought to be no smaller, but as much
larger if possible, )

Inlet for Craft to load and discharge.
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No. 11,
Letter from Caplain Lambly.
Beaurort, 28th February, 1852,

My DEar SIr,—It may not be going much out of the way perhaps to mention
to the Committee that there is a sand bank growing up about a cable’s length distant
from Brchaut’s wharf. It was occasioned by the loss of a Government Store Ship
in 1750, which sunk there.

I sounded on it during 80 years, and found it risc graduaily to 15 feet in the
course of that time, and the last time I sounded, (if I do not mistake) I found 8"
fathoms on it at low water, how much it has risen since 10 ycars ago, I do not
know ; that it will continue to rise there can be no doubt; could a wharf be built
thercon, I have no doubt but the batture on and in front of the Town, would form
annually.

I am, Sir,
Respectfully yours,

JOHN LAMBLY.

[ R—

No. 12.
Remarks by Henry Allinson, Fsq.

The following remarks are offered by the subscriber in reply to the circular from
the Committce appoiuted by the citizens of Qucbee to ascertain the practicability
of forming an Ice Bridge, &e., &c.

1. As to the practicability, I belicve it to be quite so.

2. As to the means of securing an annual Bridge, I would lcave the site
most certain of success to be decided by scientific persons, and such persons must
watch the floating masses of ice, their peculiar set or current, and the angles thus
formed, to decide on the situations of such Pier, so as to obtain the most advanta-
geous positions for placing the Picrs, by ascertaining where the great pressure will
tend to the shores, and leave the Piers exposed to the least possible strain.

I can conceive no other form or mode for causing a Bridge, than by scparate
Picrs, the size and form whereof must depend upon the choice mode of place. But
generally speaking, I should propose cither end should present a sharp angle, and
that the outside of the wharf part should be constructed with unusual care and
strength, and filled in in the most solid form possible ; bevelling upwards on sides
and ends, so as to offer a perfect basis, and give diagonal support to any extraordi-
nary pressurc on the upper surface when completed.

8. As to the cost, 1 can give no idea, and as the construction must be so sub-
stantial in comparison with ordinary Wharves, I would not feel disposed to give the
work out to the lowest bidder.

The character of the workman is of most importance.

It is possible that 2 or 8 Piers may be cnough. I would first try a single one
for one winter, before completeing the whole.

4. I am persuaded that such Picrs would not interferc, or need not, with the
navigation.

5. I think that suituble Piers could be rendered useful and productive, in sum-
mer, for the use of ships in loading, and also as storing wharves for lumber, coals, &c.

Upon the whole, viewing the inconvenience expericnced from the want of free -
.communication during the winter months between the two shores, I do approve of ..

8
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the formation of suitable Piers, so as to ensure the early formation in each winter of -
an Ice Bridge, and thereby supply with the help of art, the union of the two shores
every winter, which now only occurs occasionally, and almost always towards’ the
end of the winter. ‘

HENRY ATKINSON.
Quebec, 25th Feby., 1852, I

No. 13.
Letter from Captain D. Vaughan.
QuEesgc, 5th March, 1852,

Sir,—In reply to your request of the 19th February, desiring my opinion as -
to the practicability, &c., of forming an Ice Bridge across the River at Quebec, the
following is respectfully submitted : =

It is my opinion, the project of having such a Bridge formed at Quebec is
quite practicable. The means I should employ would he—To have four Buoys,
made of four or five tiers of Pine timber placed equidistant from each other and the
opposite shores, with two anchors, each 32 cwt., attached to each Buo%r. The
Chain to be sufficiently strong for the anchors, then run a chain, similar size,
connecting cach Buoy, and either shore respectively ; proper mooring Post being at
the latter places to secure the chains in a suitable manner.

The chain could be floated by logs of Pine lashed to the main chain of the
several Buoys, and there should be at each side of the river a heavy windlass, with
patent purchase to heave the slack chain in. o

The Buoys could be laid down early'cach Fall by means of the ¢ Anchor hoy,”
and removed again in the Spring, I am almost certain that in two ordinary freezing
nights this would stop the Ice and cffectually accomplish the object of your commu-
njcation. ‘ o

The Bridge once taken, all the heavy Ice coming down, would pass underneath
the Ice formed by the Bridge, which would cause but little strain on the anchors
and chains.

Before the breaking up of the Ice in the Spring, these chains could be removed
by means of an Ice plough, (such for instance as is used at Boston in cutting Ice
for exportation) with four horses, the whole of which could be done in the course
of two days. . ‘

This, I consider, is the cheapest mode of trying such a project as well as prac-
ticable,

With regard to the injury to the navigation of the River, apprehended in the
event of such'a work taking place, for my own part, I can see no interference it,
can have with the navigation, and thercfore would not give credit to such an
objection as to the cost. ‘

Taking the above for granted (for the success of which, I for one would hold no
doubt), the difficulty in ascertaining the probable expense, cannot be very great. :

I shall next draw your attention to what I cxperienced in a similar, bt less
extensive, undertaking, and which may probably have some weight with it, © = "

When in Sorel, in charge of the St. Lawrence Steamboat Company’s Boat’s, ‘a
great deal of labor was occasionally experienced in crossing the River at that place,
to the opposite side, where most of the Boats lay, from large quantities of Ice -
running down, I therefore conceived the idea and which I adopted, namely, having

a Boom with some spars or raft oars, made fast to a five inch lanyard line, with'a

small ridge Anchor to support the centre of the Boom against the current and Ice,
and it served and answered well, for the following morning, myself with fully one’
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" hundred of my men crossed to the opposite side to their work, and for some weeks
before the frost set in with any great severity the River was open above and below
this Bridge. - o

This of course was an experiment on a small scale. The river at that place
being only four hundred and fifty fect in breadth, and rate of current at that time
two knots. ’ '

In conclusion, I beg to say, that I fcel much pleasure in conveying the above, *
as being a condensed view of the matter taken by me, and in the absence of better -
information should respectfully lay it before the consideration of the Committee
and recommend it to their notice.

' I am, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

(Signed,) D. VAUGHAN.
To W. H. A. Davies, Esquire,

No. 14.
Letter from L. H. Sewell, Bsq., with a Section of a Steamboat.
EtcHEMIN, 5th March, 1852.

DzAr 81r,—In accordance with your request of the other day, I send you a
description of the movements of the Ice and current in that part of the River imme-
diately connected with that point, which you mentioned as being best adapted for
the extending out of a Picr for the purpose of causing an annual lce Bridge. ‘

The current from Ballues down to W. Henry’s 2nd Wharf (that is the Wharf
farthest to the east,) takes a course, I may say, almost east and west, running parallel
with the shore till its arrival at the above mentioned Wharf; from this it shoots off
at an angle of about 30 degrces, and continues this course tillit comes in contact with
the said channel stream, it then leaves this current and continues its course towards the -

‘'south shore, till meeting with a small reef of rock which extends out at right angles
with the shorc some 1500 fect below the ship yard, when it takes a direct westerly
course up shoré. You will easily imagine how dccidedly rotary in its motion the
current must be between, these two points, when I assure you that when employed
in the construction of ships at the yard above mentioned, it was customary for rafts
coming to the yard during the ebb to make for this rotary current, when to a person
not acquainted with its movements, the fact of the boat or rafts reaching the yard

- would appear perfectly hopeless, but such is the power of the current on the largest
rafts, that in a few seconds they will be seen running up in shore with a velocity '

almost ‘equal to that at which they were moving in a con:rary direction, while under
the influence of the outer current. ‘ ‘ '
This rotary motion does not exist near the surface at high water, especially in
sp;'iq% tides ; its motion is hardly perceptible after about 8} or 4 hours flood. :
The ice comes down with the ebb on W. Henry’s Wharf with a speed and force
almost incredible. I have seen the Ice drive a cross timber of the Wharf some 14 '
inches square, completely through the outer sheathing. ;

' The Ice returning with the flood and meeting the Ice in its downward course in "

the whirlpool, if I may so term it, piles to a great height, and was once the cause of * -

the loss of several human lives. For it was there that those sad accidents happened . *

some years ago, of which you, no doubt, have heard—the canoes and several of the - i
crew were completely cut in two by the meeting Ice. Should a Pier be determined
upon, I do not think that a hetter spot could be selected than the point in question;

40
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The batture, both here and on the Beauport flats, extends to a great distance, -
and narrows the space of open water considerably, so much-so that the Canadians call-
this part of the River in winter season Iz Clef du Pont, (the key of the bridge). . I
will take advantage of the present opportunity of addressing to you, as one of the
gentlemen forming the Committee for the purpose of inquiring into the best course .
to pursue for the securing of an Ice Bridge opposite the City, a few remarksrelative
to that important subject. . ‘ o

Of its practicability I have no doubt, yet when you come to consider the great .
and unavoidable disadvantages that would certainly follow an Ice Bridge artificially -
formed, it requires mature consideration before adopting it as the most advantageous
mode of communication with the opposite side of the St. Lawrence.

That it would retard our navigation, there is every reason to believe. Ice stop-
ped in the early part of the season would, during our long and severe winter, attain
a thickness immeasurably greater than Ice naturally formed. ‘

The natural Ice Bridge has gréat facility for moving in the spring of the year,
its outer edge being immediately subject to the influence of the heavy seas raised
by the easterly gales to which we are subject during the months of March and April, -
and the immense space of clear water below, giving it every facility for detaching in -
picces of acres in extent. As these natural provisions would be almost totally des-
troyed by the carrying out of Piers to an extent necessary for the retaining of the
downward Ice, there is no doubt, especially when you take into consideration that
the jammed Ice has been known to remain opposite the City till the 1st of May—that -
Icc having this artificial barrier to contend with, would remain till it became ‘go. -
decomposed as to sink. I am still of opinion that the best means of communication
with the other side, is that of a steamer so constructed as to be enabled to cross the -,
River during the winter months; some think that it is impracticable, but I know and..
can prove that it is practicable. ‘ Lo

Besides a boat constructed on the principle which I shewed you the other day, " -
T would suggest a stationary engine of grcat power to be erected on each side of =
the St. Lawrence, for the purpose of aiding the boats cstablished on the winter ferry' .,
in their passage to and from Quebee to Point Levi., I

The immense freight that two winter boats would secure is evident when you
take into consideration, that from 20 to 25 canoes cross two and three times a c{a' y
averaging from six to eight passengers, and about 8 or 10 cwt. of freight, it is only -
natural to suppose that were those facilities offered for crossing over cattle'and - -
produce which a winter line of boats most certainly would, that this weight of =
freight and number of passengers would increase 200 per cent. I enclose the
drawing of the midship section of the winter boat. Bclow youa will find a deserip~
tion of the drawing. ‘ ‘

‘ Hoping that this will meet with your consideration.

L

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

To W. H. Dﬁvies, Esq. E. H SEWELL,

You will perceive by the formation of the vertical section of the boat that the, -
wheels are within her main breadth, even at the line of immersion, Wheels thus:
placed can be kept in motion for any length of period, and at any velocity, without
any danger of coming in contact with the Ice. This boat should take a direct course
through the Ice up to the end of December, and could do'so all winter through,.
should the Tce be stopped artificially or otherwise at the Chaudiére, in any case, no.
matter how large the masses of Ice, I know by observation, that opportunities pre-"°
sent themselves at different stages of the tide, for a boat of her dimensions passing,

e o

pra

through with little or no difficulty.
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‘ No. 15.
(Translation.)

Letter from Mons. F. B. Verrault to Frangois Lemieux, Esq., M. P. P,
Point Levy, 28th February, 1852.

Sir,—Mr. W. H. A. Davies has addressed me a copy of the circular from the
Committee appointed at a General Meeting of the citizens of Quebec, with a
request that I should favor him with my opinion on the following heads: ‘

1sf. Whether it would be possible to form an Ice Bridge every winter >~In
my opinion the thing is perfectly practicable, by constructing or erecting two
Piers, one opposite Mr. Louis Lemieux land, about six arpents above the Point
Levi Church. Iis size might be S0 by 100 feet, and it should be sunk to the
depth of 30 feet at low water. I will here remark that the distance from low
water to the place where the Pier would be erected would be about 600 feet;

and at this place no stationary shoals are formed. This is worthy of remark,

for this place is what our ferrymen call the ¢ Key of the Bridge,” consequently
the channel would, if this Pier were consiructed, be narrower by nearly one
third. The other Pier should be on the noith side of the River, opposite to the
above-mentioned one. It should also be sunk to the depth of 30 feet atlow
water, and its size be 130 by 100 feet. Both these Piers should be built
of large timber and sheathed all round the outside, and the inside filled up with
stone or with ballast from European ships. ‘ ‘

2nd. 1 think the object in question can only be attaincd by building Piers.

3rd. The cost of the Piers, according to estimates made for the same
description of work in the Port of Quebec, might be as follows, viz :—that on the '
south side 80 x 100, £3250, that on the north side £4875. (But if these works
should be made under the control of Engineers from the Board of Works, itistobe *
feared that the work would not be so well done and would cost more; as for
instance thc Wharves in the lower part of the River.) With two Piers thus placed,
there is no doubt that fromthe very first cold day in winter weshould have asplendid -
Bridge, not only before the City, but as far as St. Nicholas,

4th. The navigation is never considered open before the Lake St. Peter Ice
comes down. No Ice Bridge so formed could stand more than two or three days
against the pressure of the Lake Ice. At all events, if the Bridge did sometimes
retard the navigation for a week, we should be no great losers, inasmuch as we
should have had the benefit of the Bridge during more than three months of the
winter, ‘

5th. In making the efforts necessary to attain the object of the praiseworthy
duty imposed upon the Committee by the Citizens of Qucbee, I think it very

proper to remark that in building the piers at the place pointed out by me, the

Bridge would undoubtedly be available as far as the upper part of the Parish as’

well as New Liverpool, and even St. Nicholas; whereas if the piers ‘are built =

higher up, we shall not be certain of obtaining a Bridge opposite the City which
is the most essential point, and I am persuaded that the gentlemen of the Com-
mittee have no other object in view. o

I address you this letter, and if you should think that the remarks it contains

would be of any use to the Commitiee, may 1 beg that you will be kind enough' r

to communicate it to them.

Accept, I pray, the assurance of the most distinguished consideration with J

which I have the honor to be, Sir, . ‘
Your most humble and most obedient servant,

FRS. E. VERRAULT. -
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No. 16. ‘ Sl
Sketch for a proposed Bridge of Ropes to stop the Ice. B
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No. 17. o

Remarks by Qaptain Julyan, Assistant Harbour Master, Quebec. o
Quessc, 8th March, 1852

Mg, CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN OF THIS COMMITTEE,—You have now being sittin

once a week for several weeks past, for the purpose of ascertaining the opinion of,
.competent persons as to the best and most probable means of establishing for three
or four months in the winter, an Ice Bridge between Quebec and Point Levi. You?,
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have now before you several ingenious plans for that purpose ; as a Member of ‘this ' -
Committee, and the expericnce I have had with the set and strength of the Tides

and Ice in this River, I should be apprehensive that the expense and uncertainty =
of accomplishing your object, by any counter strong measures, would be futile, and |

doubtful as to its succeeding ; my object in addressing you now, is to point out the
natural course of the Tides and Ice, as bearing upon the object in view. ‘

In the first place it is well known that the Tide of cbb makes down on the |
Sonth shore longer, stronger, and before it does on the North shore, until it comes -
1o the shoal of Point Levi Church, and then it strikes over to the Beauport shore.
1 should think it must be evident to all those who have made their observations
upon the set of the Ice during the ebb, that this shoal is the natural key to an Ice .
Bridge, and it is my humble opinion that this natural key should be kept in view
and assisted, but by no means to be coerced to any extent. :

With all the care and impartial consideration I can give the subject, upon the
different plans proposed, I can see nothing so likely to obtain the object we have in
view, as the extending the natural shoal off Point Levi, by laying down a Block of

" three hundred feet from the end of that shoal into the River; I should have every

hope myself that it would be the means of uniting the Ice with that'on the Beauport
shore, without any other Block or -assistance whatever, but as water and Ice are
uncertain and slippery things, nor can the most able cngineers place dependance on -
the cffect of altering a water-course, in the smallest degree, I should say place
your Block there, for should it fail in obtaining the object you have in view, it would
be worth every cent laid out to the Trade, and general work of the Port as a break-
water, to quict the anchorage and protect the Wharfs, Booms, and Ships loading,
Timber ; for the want of a protection of this description, great losses are sustaine%m
yearly. This, with a coloured light on the outer end, to guide Vesscls up or down: -
in dark nights, with a safe anchorage under its lee for small Vessels bound into the
St. Charles, with a depdt for coals for Steamers, would more  than compensate for
any moderate outlay thereon.

With respect I submit the above.

ROBERT JULYAN, 4
Assistant Harbour Master..
Quebec,
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No. 18.

Cualculations of the cost of erecting Blocks.
Block 100 feet Square.

10x10) 10510

-
N
e

il

”“WT‘T'

3} a 4 Fathoms.

7

10510 ety

say 50 feet of work.

The face timber and Corps morts are 18 inch White Pine, and the platforms
of which the lower one would be an entire bottom, might be rejected Elm; the

others (two in number) should be of White Pine,

Estimate. cubic.
Two lower Tiers, 9 ps. each; 100 x 18 inches,...... 225
18 -

4050 feet @ 8d. £135

1st Platform, 64 ps. each; 100 x 15 inches,...... 156.3.0
by

10,000 feet @ 3d. 125

2nd and 3rd Ditto. 48 ps. each; 96 ps. of 100 x 15
11 T0] T R St '
gives 14,976 feet @ 3d. 187

cubic.
225
12
2,700
32

82 Tier high, each 12 ps., 100 x 18 inches.........

86,400 feet @ 8d. 2,880

1762 Toise Stone, @ 208.ccesvsaessscocrssssesscncsaocrereee 1,762
Iron, Spikes, Fenders, Platform on top, mooring posts, and contin-

gentitems,.............'.I"...l‘...I..'....'.. LR N

”#y
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QuesEc, 24th February, 1852, -

This price is intended for sound White Pine Timber and close work, well"
performed—but am of opinion that such a Pier could be put in eight fathom watet
or 76 feet of work for this amount, if the part of Wharf from low water upwards
were open work and not close tinted. ‘

Superstructure Open Work.

* 1 think about 7s. 6d. per superficial foot would place a Wharf in 314 4
fathoms water, being about 50 feet of work.

6s. per superficial foot in 8 fathoms water, being about 46 feet of work.

The stone, or % of it, might be got from ships from sea without cost, provided
there was an order obliging them to discharge into the Wharf—300 toise would
be required at once, en batteau, to place the part under water, while the super-
structure might be altogether filled by vessels from sea. o
To Captain Julyan, R. N., &c., &c.

No. 19.

Remarks on the probability of an Ice Bridge retarding the opening of the Naviga-
tion, by W. H. Davis, Esq.

As there is an impression on the minds of some persons, who are otherwise
favorable to the obtainment of a periodical lee Bridge, that such an event would
tend to retard our communications with Montreal and the sea by the St. Lawrence, |
and who, consequently, from this single reason, are opposed to this measare, .it
may be worth while to devote a few moments to the consideration of this ques-
tion, which it must be allowed is one of considerable importance, by investiga-
ting into the probability that a periodical Ice Bridge, if it could be procured,
would retard the opening of the navigation, and if so, to what extent it would be
productive of this consequence. ‘ Co

Taking the last 20 years, we have had Ice Bridges at Quebec orat Cap Rouge
nine times, and consequently, in eleven years out of that period there has been
no Ice Bridge. Assuming the arrival of Steamboats from Montreal as the open-
ing of the navigation between the two Cities, it will be found that the average
date of the arrival of the first Steamboat in those years in which thére has been
no Ice-Bridge, is the 23rd April, and in those years in which the Ice has formed
a Bridge, it is the 27th April. If we examine into the opening of the navigation
as exemplified by the arrival of ships from sea at our Wharfs, we shall find the
mean time of their arrival to be exactly the same, whether there is an Ice Bridge
or not, viz. : the 1st May in both cases. : C

It will then be seen that the average time of the opening of the navigation is
retarded by four days by the formation of an Ice Bridge, as respects the passage
between this and oursister City. Asrespects our communication with the Ocean,
itis not retarded at all on an average of years; this being the case, it will scarcely,

I should think, admit of an argument that the advantage to this City, as well as -

“to the whole of the surrounding country, by the formation of an Ice Bridge, would
far outbalance any temporary inconvenience experienced by the retarding of our
communication with Montreal for four days at a period of the year when it is
well known to every man in business there is little or nothing doing.

A slight reflection on the causes to which the departure of the Ice on.the St, . | N

Lawrence is due, will shew us how little apprehension we need entertain of a
‘prolongation beyond a very few days, of our imprisonment, by the continuance ‘of

the icy chains that hold us in thraldom, should we succeed in the object we have

o
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in view. The breaking up of the Ice in the spring, as is well known to all'those
who have paid any atiention to the subject, does not arise from any direct action
of the sun on the lce, that contributes but very little, if anything to this object, in
a dircet manner, though indirectly, it is of course all powerful. The disruption
of the Icc on the St. Lawrence in the northern part of its course, is duc to three’
causcs, viz: ‘ ‘ ‘

. s, The River running for a great part of its conrse much to the southward
of Quebee, receives an accession of warm water very early in the spring, this
rapidly undermines and rots the Icc it cncounters on its road to the ocean, '

2nd. In addition to the warmth of the water, the quantity of it is very much
augmented, this tends to raise the Iee from the shores, where, from the cause to
be next mentioned, its hold is much weakened.

3rd. The increase of the temperature of the earth which has been gradually
increasing in the north temperate zone, from the time the sun has crossed the
line, begins to malke itself felt on the borders of the St. Lawrence, and gradually
looscens the hold the Ice had acquired on the shores of the River. To these three
causes combined together, is due the disappearance of masses of Icc in a short
time, which, if left to the direet influence of the sun, would take months to dis-
solve, and as these caunses must always occur about the same time, they shew us
how little any works we could ercct, would affect the operation of the natural
laws by which the Iee on the St Lawrence breaks up, The regularity with
which these laws work, is well shewn by the fact, that leaving out two excep-
tional years, in one of which the navigation opcned on the 6th April, and the
other in which it was retarded until the 8th May; we find that the greatest
differcnce [rom the mean time of the opening of the navigation, during a period
of 30 years, has only been 11 days.

The consideration of the eauscs which we have assigned for the opening of
the navigation, will also shew us the futility of the fears entertained by some,
that if we could succeed in stopping the Tee carly in the season, we sheuld thereby
cause it to rench a very great thickness, and so tend to inerease the difliculty of
getting rid of it in the spring.  Apart from other considerations which could be
alleged to shew that it would not necessarily follow that if the Ice ook carly in
the season, it would thereby be much incrcased in thickness—the fact that the
disappcarance of the Ice arises from causes quite forcign to the Ice itself, and
over which its thickness or thinness excrcises not the slightest cffect, will at once-
tend to calm any fears on that head, the causes being such as have been stated,
whether the Ice before Quebec was forty feet or four feet in thickness, could not
cause a dilference in its departare, other causes being equal, of an hour. The
truth of the fact has been tested by experience, for the navigation has been opened.,
earlicr after an Ice Bridge of between 25 and 30 feet in thickness, than it was .

~ after a Bridge of not more than threc or four feet thick. The fact also, that Lake -

St. Peter, the North Channel of the Island of Orleans, and the River St. Charles,

invariably break up within 24 hours of cach other, notwithstanding their varying,

thicknesses, shewing that the thickness of the Ice has nothing to do with its -
disappcarance.

W. H. A. DAVIES.
Quebec, 15th March, 1852. f

AB
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No. 20. .
Letter from William Patton, Esquire. ‘

To the Committee formed in Quebec to inquire the practicability of forming an Ice
Bridge over the St. Lawrence.

GeNTLEMEN,—My plan is to run ouat a Wharf upon the Reef at Point Leyi, .
which Reef causes the key in the first place.

I believe about a quarter of a mile will bring you into 5 fathoms at low
waler ; this . would suggest should be the extrerue length of the Wharf with a
light house, and siairs on both sides, as at Grosse Isle,

The W harf should not be less than 100 feet in width with a batien in propor-
tion to the depth, and must be run out straight from the shore, without any in-
clination to the north-west or sodth-west,

Piers.deiached -from the shove will not do, for if on the ground the contrac-
tion and expansion of Ice will eapsize them, and you naturally will lose the eddy,

I wish to protect, among other things, the Wharf itself from the pressure of the Ice,

The wharf should be 6 feet above the highesi tides.

No piers should be placed on the Beauport Flats, as at the mouth of the River
St. Charles, the extensive eddy would answer the purpose without increasing the
current. ‘

The benefit to the country would be nearly equal, and as follows :

Ist. No rafl of tiriber would ever pass Boint Levi for all the Raftsmen would
naturally run for the eddy caused by this wharf, which would.extend to the.eddy
between Hadlow and Etchemin. ‘

2nd. The produce now arriving in Quebec direct from Chicago and inter-
mediate Ports on the Lakes, which from the coniemplaied Railroads musi increase,

3rd. The accommodations as to the wharfage in Quebec will be totally inade-
quate to the requirements of its shipping, the nuisance of landing coals.upon such
wharves as are now built, and the destruction of the ballast ground now going
on to a fearful extent, causing the continual running foul of shipping, which your
Trinity House Laws compel you to risk in that part of the Harbour, when dis-
charging their ballast, thwarting the benefit we derive from our Steamers and
Schooners from bringing in flour clean from the Mills above, and fine goods clean:
from the packers at home, by being soiled in half an hour with a wind and rain
from coal dust, doing much more damage to the packages than they have re-
ceived before ; for I believe any West India Merchant will bear me out in stating-
that in their markets a clean barrel of flour will bring from 1s. 8d. to 2s. 6d. per
barrel more than a soiled one.

4th. The danger of unloading Colliers or Coal-laden ships to people (settlers)-
landing from boats, to which accidents of grave nature are continually happening.

5th. The continual accidents happening at the wharves from heavy gales of
wind at east north east, which would be protected by this wharf, and all Schooners.
from below running before the gale have now to anchor at Patrick’s Hole awaiting
the tide in St. Charles to be sufficiently high to run for the market, St. Paul
Street, or wharves adjoining, whence in the case of any wharf they would run
round the Lighthouse upon the Wharf and thence come to anchor, waiting the
rising tide to reach the new market in safety. ‘ L

Therefore, I am of opinion, the country generally would, by the building of
the wharf, not .only obtain the advantages before stated, but will cause a stop--
page of the Ice early in December which will last until spring, but its thickness
never can exceed from 3 to'8} feet, whereas from a Bridge forming at Cap Rouge
it jams up in the Traverse or Chaudiére to the thickness of 30 feet, thereby retard-
ing the Navigation in the spring, which never can be the case if the Bridge takes . -
early in the season, ’ | ‘ T

. . Dg3 @
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I would suggest an application being made to Parliament for a grant of
£20,000, the estimate of its cost, and then a Bill introduced, investing all right
to the wharf in question to the Municipality of Quebec, as well as the Ferry upon
both sides of the River, now a disgrace to Quebec, obliging the Municipality to
keep this wharf in repair for ever. ‘ ‘

‘ The Corporation could then raise the necessary funds by letting parts to the ,
Steamers for landing their fuel. Obliging ships to discharge  their ballast
into the wharf, charging them 1d per ton, at the same time time, preserving the
Ballast Ground, and for which all ships would gladly pay, and allowing ships to
load alongside around the wharf for a small wharfage. As a batteaun load of coals
is ample for any of our Steamers to take in at one time, they would rather pay 4
dollars and take them in their way ; and all Towing Steamers would prefer taking
them in there. ‘

I am of opinion, the Revenue of such a wharf would bring in not less than
£3,000 per annum, to be obtained fros portions being let for coal, goods, wharfage
of ships unloading, and 1d. per ton, ballast thrown in ; £5 per ship loading there,.

Our Pilots would also be enabled in any weather to avoid the Beauport Flats, -

Thus I consider the-advantages to be, a breakwater for the wharves in Town,
a deposit for ballast, and a place of refuge for ships discharging it. .

Secirity for all rafts whether of timber or fire wood, safe anchorage for all crafts
at low water destined for the River St. Charles, whether from above or below.

Improving the Ferry between Point Leviand Quebee, from the eddy it will
cause, preventing the discharge of Coal in Quebec, and thereby protecting all
Flour and Dry Goods landing in Quebec from damage and being soiled with Coal
dust, if approved of.

Making a place of refuge for the large Steamers from Montreal and Upper
Canada in heavy gales of easterly wind and spring tides, coal yards, and for
fuel of any description ; a place for ships to load lumber, a safe anchorage for your
Pilots when in Port, whereas they are now without any except between the
wharves where they are now continually meeting with accidents and disadvan-
tages. I never could understand. .

I have the honor to be,
Gentlemen,
Your most obedient servant,

WILLIAM PATTON.

No. 21.
Calculations of the cost of ereoting Wharves, c.

‘The question referred to me by the Committee, what is the probable and
relative cost of erecting a Wharf and Blocks extending in all 2000 feet from high
water mark at Point Levi Shoal into 6 fathoms water, or a single Wharf to the same
distance, with one Block in 6 fathom, water in front of Beauport Beach, in either of
the above cases, of the undermentioned descriptions and dimensions : BT
1st. A Wharf, from two feet above high water mark, extending outwards inito
13} feet water at lowest spring tides, first 150 to be 40 feet wide inside, wall to bé 10:
feet from the outside, remainder to the full length from the shore of 1150 feet to.
be 50 feet wide, inside walls, 12 feet distant from the outside. To be bolted 6n -
each row of timber with  round iron bolts 22 inches long, every ten feet inside, and".
outside, with good elm fenders 10 x 6 inches placed every 8 feet, and bolted with'
? round iron bolts every foot in height. With two detached Blocks, one at the distance, -
of T50 feet from the outer end of said wharf, the other in front of Beauport Beach'
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and both in 6 fathom water, at lowest spring tide ; each Block 200 feet long by. 100
fecet wide, inside walls 20 feet distant from the outside, corps morts every IOY feet,
and fenders solid 84 feet from- each corner, and in the centre every 8 feet, bolted
every foot in height, with iron bars or bands on the corners every three feet in.
height, 7 feet long, 2} x # inch iron—sides of Wharf bolted every 10 feet.

First length 150 feet, 40 feet wide extending into 2 fathoms water average
height, allowing the Wharf to be two feet above the highest spring tides, 17 feet—
sides and corps morts all of 12 inch pine (cul) timber, and allowing 10 per cent
waste in all the timber required. ‘ ‘ ’

Pine timber, ..uveveeeciivereereneesreesenns 18,695 cubic feet, 2d. £114 2 6
Elm do., ..ccvennenns ceerer e .28 “ 9d. 10109
? inch round iron a 2 Ib. per foot,.... 28} cwt. 8. 11 50
Toise of stone for filling sides,......... 106 ¢« 10s, 53 00
Do. for centre,......ccvvunines 207 10s. see below.
Expense of cutting iron,.............. . . per cwt. 3s. 4 43

Labour on Timber works, I picce of

timber, voiieeiiiiiin e 109 16

: —£302 4 0

Second length 1000 feet in length by 50 feet wide, extending from
2 to 21 fathoms water, average height 34 feet 9 inches, sides 12 feet
wide, other dimensions as above.

Pine timber,....ovvvniee coreniieaninen 208,472 cubic feet 2d £1737 5 4
Elm  do., ..o« ccvvvveeenitunneninnnn 4,142 “ 9d 155 6 6
Pine per fr(}nt,.., ....... e 4,212 “« "2d 8 2 0
Tron bands for corners,168 per cwt. 43
Zinch round iron,...... P do. 455 g 8 18318 0
Iron spikes for do.,.... do. 1 25s 150
Cutting iron,....ee.esre -~ do. 461 3s 69 3 0
Toise of stone for filling sides....... 2,648 10s 13824 0 ¢
Do. for centre............ . 4,628 do. see below.
Labor g price of timber,............. 1686 14 7
—_—5192 14 - 5

Total cost of a Wharf 1150 feet long,......cccovviviiniininniiiinnennnn . £6494 18 5
If to this the cost of filling the centre ‘

with stone is added, it is for 1 length...... 207 toise.
2 do. ... 4628 l
; 4835 at 10s. £2417 10 0
TTOEALereerevrnereseeenernncenres sesrnerernestnsence.ssbannnnrenssneneces  WI912 8 5
Cost of a Block 200 x 100 feet in 6 fathom water, height 58 feet, sides 20 feet
apart. - ‘ ‘
Pine, with 10 per cent. for waste,...118,310 cubic feet 2d. £944 5 0
};]lm, : do(.i‘ do 2’34(7)' “ 94, 8715 0
Zinch round iron......ccceerveeneiens 487 cwt,
5% x & flat iron, «..ceeveieenienienienn 10 « § 8. 19816 0 ‘
Cutting iron @ 38s. per cwt., £78 1s., o
and spikes for flat iron, .......c.e 8 - 4 6 0 ¢ o
Toise stone for filling sides all round, 2,082 - 10s. 1016 0 0 '
Do. for centre, see below, 23633. ;
Labor { price of timber,..........ouet ‘ ' 903 0 0 -
Extra for steamer, &c., sinking Wharf, - 100 0 0
| £3324 2 0 -

a,gx ' .
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One-half of 2,363} toise for centre at 10s.,£1181 15 0 £3324 2 0
Half, 580 17 6

5017 6

-£5914.19 6

’ RECAPITULATION. B
SV L L1 = O N AIAILSAIIISAY £5494 18 b

Cost of Wharf 1150 feet long,..ccocveveeereosrnnn.... £4217 10 0

Block in 2 fathom water on south shore,........cccovnee 590 17 6 8914 19 ''6
Do. on Beauport Flats,........... 590 17 6 3914 19 6
£5399 5 0 £13824 17 5
Centre filling if unavoidable,....ccocumiinis vrerininuiinie e 5399 5 0
5

Total extreme cost of plan approved by the Committee,.......c.ovoens £1 8724 2

Second Plan.— A continued Wharf from two feet above high water mark to 6 fathom
‘water, with Block on north shore only—timber and iron of same dimensions as above—
1st portion 160 feet long, 40 feet wide, and 17 feet average height ; corps morts 10 feet
long. 2nd portion 1000 feet long, 50 feet wide, and 844 feet average height ; corps
morts 12 feet long. 8rd portion 600 feet long, 60 fect wide, and 403 fect high ; corps
morts, 15 feet long. 4th portion 250 feetlong 80 feet-wide by 52 feet average-height ;
corps morts 18 feet long, front 58 feet high.  Fenders and iron same as above, viz:

Filling Centres. Remainder of Cost,
2417 10 0
1150 feet...1 and 2 portions,...Extra filling in centre,... 1310 0 5400 17 2
600 ¢ ...8 POTLION, . civies rvrerrrermnnnianiinerennanias 1490 17 6 8658 14 8
950 ¢ .4 POTLION,.ccerrerrerisiiiiiieiie et 1079 0 0 268118 7
2000 -
Total cost of Long Wharf,......ccoeeeiieiiiiiniiianen 5000 17 6 11741 10 0
Block in ‘front of Beauport Beach, in 6 fathom water,
‘SAME 88 ADOVE, . vvrerurserenrnrerrusarmeraseronneesse 590 17 6 38914 19 6
£5591 15 0 156656 9 6

—————— |

Centre filling if unavoidable,.....coovvmivivinncvicenns 5694 15 0

Total extreme cost of a Wharf 2000 feet on Point Levi Shoal, and ‘ ‘
a Block 200 x 100 in front Beauport Beach,......ccooovuninns £21248 14 6

‘By this plan first 150 is 40 fect wide with 10 feet corps morts.
1000 50 do. 12 do.
600 60 do. 15 do.
o, 250 80 do. 18 do.
Block 200x100 do. 20 do.

Third Plan,—A continuous 'wharf on Point Levi Shoal, of 2,000 feetin length,
from two feet above the highest spring tides, to six fathom water at low tides, and
of an uniform width of 100 feet—quantity and dimensions of timber and iron the
same as before. But the length of corps motts ‘are the same as in the former
plans, viz: N

150 feetyonrirseenreennnna 10 feet.
1,000 € aere seeeeeninns 124

600  revrrereienrennne 16 €

250 .“ "o "'..'7..0.".‘18 “

‘52

pe——
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‘ Centre filling, ‘
Estimate of Wharf by 2nd Plan, ........... e £2,583 7 6 £11,741 10 Q
Extra Timber and Iron for, front, and Stone for - C ‘
side NG, ..ovvveriiiiiiniiciiiiiniiniiiine ‘ ‘ . 110 15 &,
Extra centre filling, 13,249 toise, ......cc.eevunen 6,604 10- 0 -
| ‘ —_— £I1,852 5 5
‘ : 9,187 1T 6 ‘
Block in {ront Beauport Beach, 100 x 200, 20 ‘
feet corps morts half filled in centre,, ...... 590 19 6 3,914 19 6.
£9,78 15 0 ' 15767 4 11
If center filling in full is unavoidable—add, 9,778 15 0
! e —————————

| £25,545 19, 11
These Estimates may be summed as follows, viz :—

Firstly.—If a wharf is built on Point Levi Shoal 1150 feet long,
" 150 feet, 40 fect wide. with 10 feet corps morts and

1,000 [13 50 13 (13 (120 12 11 (13 13

and a Block in 6 fathom water in front of thé same, with

a corresponding Block in front of Beauport Shoal, each

200 % 100 feet, with 20 feet corps morts—each of the.

Blocks being, centre filled with stone—the total cost ‘

B2 TS PP £13,324 17 5
To which add the half center filling of the two Blocks, and the

whole centre filling of Wharf—if unavoidable when bal- o

last cannot be had, ....ivvviiniiiiiiin i, 5399 5 0

' £18,7124 2 5!
Secondly.—A continuous Wharf 2,000 feet long, out to 6 fathom
water—width being :—

150 feet, 40 feet wide, 10 feet corps morts.
I’OUO 143 50 13 [13 12 3 (13 (11

600 [13 60 [11 14 15 13 14 [11

250 113 80 [11 [11 18 NG “ ‘F
And one Block in 6 fathom water in front of Beauport ‘
Beach, centre of Wharf not filled,—Block half filled, ... £15,656 9 6

To which add, if unavoidable, centre filling of Wharf, and one- ‘

half of Block, v..covvveeiiiiiiiininions viviiitiiininnn. 5,591 15 0

£21,248 14 6

Thirdly.—A. continueus Wharf 2,000 feet long at Point Levi, out '
to 6 fathom water, corps morls same length as in 2nd
Plan, but the Wharf to have an uniform width of 100 ‘
feet,—aund a Block in front of Beauport Beach as above, £15,767 4 11

To which add, if anavoidable, centre filling of Wharf, and half '
filling the Blocks, vvcivvnriiiieiiiienninniiiiinie e o S 9,718 15 0.

|

£25,545 19 11

DEeaw Sir,—A. glance at the summary at the end of the preceding Estimates
will show, that excepling the article of filling the centre with stones, whichj.
perhaps, may not be necessary, or be entirely saved by causing ships in-ballast to,
discharge it in the wharf, with the exception, I say, of this very heavy item:in:the,

cost, the expense of the three different Plans proposed is eomparatively small : &
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1st. Thus a Whaif of 1150 feet long, from 40 to 60 feet wide, and two Blocks,

one on each side of the River in six fathom water, is estimated at £13,324 17s. 5d."
~ 2nd. A continued wharf from the shore to 6 fathom water from 40 to 80 feet
wide, with one Block in the north side of the Basin, at £15,656 9s. 6d. |

3rd. A wharf of the same length (as drawn on the Plan,) 2,000 feet long by
100 feet wide—with a similar Block on the north side only £15,767 4s. 11d.

It is the filling up the center of the long wharf which adds so heavily to this
last plan, which has, however, been reduced £5,000 from the first Estimate, by
alterations in ‘the length of the corps morts, and some' errors discovered and
corrected.

In all these Plans an Estimate for half filling the Blocks in their centers has
been included in the permanent or lower Estimates, under an impression that
these isolated structures will not resist the forces that could be opposed to them
without being so strengthened. S

I may add, that I have employed much time, and availed myself of every
information that I could obtain, in making out these Estimates. I think the quan-
tity of materials are correctly calculated, if error exists it will be in the prices—
upon the whole I am impressed with the belief that the whole is rather over than
under estimated. .

W. H.

To Dunbar Ross, Esquire,
Chairman of the Committee
on Ice Bridge.

Quebee, 19th March, 1852.

D ]

My pear Sir,—I was somewhat in error as to the probable space belween
the Wharves proposed to be erected at Point Levi Shoals.

If in a direct line across it would be 2950 feet, if as would be more effectual
in arresting the ice, this Wharf on Beauport Shoal is somewhat lower down then
that on the south side, the distance would be 3400, while opposite the City in
the narrowest part from Wharf to Wharfit is 8760 fect. At the place I have
advocated it is much greater, 4450 feet.

Yours, &ec.,

WILLIAM HENDERSON.
To Dunbar Ross, Esquire.

No. 22.
Letter from Captain John Lambly, 1st March, 1852.
Beavuporr, March 18th, 1852.

My Dear Sir,—Will you be so good as to lay this paper before the Gentle-
-men of the Committce ; it will, I trust, make them understand better my reasons
for building the two Wharves, one on Point Levi, and the other on the sand bank
off the River St. Charles. ‘ ‘
Let us all suppose the time to be about the full or change of the Moon, the
River full of drift Ice, and after a couple of days, easterly wind, and the first of
the flood tides setting strong up along the fixed batture of Ice on the north side
of the River, at this time the stream of the ebb is always running strong down on;
the south side of the River, of course both running contrary to each other, and that:
for one hour and a half, or thereabouts ; during this time a large quantity of Tee ' -

11
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collects from above and below the Town, and when the ebb tide slacks, the Ice
on Point Levi side remains stationary for some time, the Ice on the north side
still ranning strong up, the pressure begins, and this often forms the Bridge.
We all remember some years ago witnessing an instance of the great pres-
sure, by a line of hummocks of Ice being piled up ten feet above the level, and
one mile long, this, we ancient folks, call the Key of the Bridge. _
I therefore again intrude my opinion on the Committee : that by building the
Wharves and extending the fixed battures of Ice as far out as possible, would
have a great effect in helping to form the Key much more frequent than a
present. . ‘ ‘
I am, Sir,
Respectfully yours, ‘ ‘
JOHN LAMBLY.
- To W. H. A. Davies, Esquire, . -
Secretary to the Committee for
forming an Ice Bridge,
Quebec.

No. 23. ‘
Plans and Explanations of method of stopping Ice, by W. Henderson, Esq. |

Exeranarion.—Each of the accompanying plans are intended to be formed
by a buoyant cable or hawser, supported on the surface of the water, by straw
drawn as for thatch, and capped round the cable with spun yarn, making it about
the size of a flower barrel, or with empty flower barrels attached to the cable
contiguous to each other, or with hollow boxes made with } inch deal boards
ten inches square, water-tight, in like manner attached to the cable. By any of
these means the whole will be kept floating ; all should be prepared to place this
net work in its place immediately after the departure of the last vessel and
steamer. When the projector thinks that the first frost will cover this cable and
supports with ice which will continue to strengthen every moment and become
the back bone as it were, from which the ice will continue to spread until the
River is covered with a smooth field, which in all probability will be continuous
from the Island of Oileans to Montreal, when the Bridge is complete the anchors
can be taken up, and in the spring the cable can be saved with its supporters if
the deal box should be selected as the floats—the whole of these materials will,
if taken care of, serve for many years, the first cost cannot be great, and should it
prove a failure, the ‘loss cannot be much, as the cable, &c., &ec., would all be
saved, and could be re-sold for nearly cost price. '

et

No. 24.
Letter from Captain Julyan.

Mgz, CaarrMAN AND GENTLEMEN OF THE CommiTrEE,—The important measure
confided to you at a public meeting in this City, for the purpose of ascertaining
the most feasible plan to obtain an Ice Bridge for the winter months across the
St. Lawreuce, from this City to the south shore, is drawing to close. |

You are now come to the important part of your labours—the drawing up ofa
report to be laid before the next general meeting; in this report, and in order to
have the Government authorities in some measute with us, I most earnestly.
intreat you to curtail the works you have in view to the most limited outlay of




16 Victorie.  Appendix (L. L.L. L.) A. 1858.

capital, unless this is confined 1o or within £10,000, I should be apprehensive
that all your zeal and labour in the cause will be in vain and totally lost. (

“You have come to the conclusion that my plan of a block extending into the.
River from Point Levi Shoal, would be likely to attain the object (an Ice Bridge)
but you have added the accompaniment of a Block on the opposite shore, and &
Wharf from the south shore; now in my humble opinion, the accompaniments
ought to be thrown out of the Report altogether and confine yourselves to a simple
Block of 300 feet; when this is completed, and it should not be found effective:
for the purpose you have in view, the working upon this block would be observed,
and I should have cvery hope that a remedy might be easily applied. A large out-
lay at first would be a strong and weighty objection in the minds of many people
to commence the thing at all, but if you confine it to a moderate sum, there may
be hope of its been carried into effect.

Submitted to the Committee,
R. JULYAN.

No. 25.

Proceedings of a Public Meeting of the Citizens of Quebec, and of a Committee
appointed—also the Report of that Commitiee.

ICE BRIDGE MEETING.

QuesEc, 13th February, 1852,

At a Mceting of the Citizens of Quebec held yesterday, in the Court of Appeals
Room, pursuant to public notice to that effect— ‘ o

Dunbar Ross, Esq., was called to the Chair.

The following Resolutions were then unanimously passed :—

Moved by William Lampson, Esq., seconded by J. G. Clapham, Esq., M. P.P.,

1. That the want of a safe and regular means of communication between the
north and south banks of the St. Lawrence, near Quebee, during the winter months,
has operated most injurionsly upon the interests of the city, and has greatly retarded
the prosperity of the Parishes and Townships situated on the south side of the St.
Lawrence.

Moved by Henry 8. Scott, Esq., scconded by Frangois Buteau, Esq.,

2. That any means by which the formation of an Ice Bridge, at or near Quebec,
would be rendered certain, or at least extremely probable during each winter, would
tend to quicken the industry of the inhabitants of the southern parts of the distriet,
and induce them to hring to market, larger supplies of provisions, firewood, and
other articles of consumption, than are now brought, besides affording the inhabitants
of this City increased facilitics for reereation during the winter season.

Moved by William Henderson, Esq., seconded by Dr. Rousseau,

8. That the establishment of the Seat of Government at Quebee, for a period of
four ycars, and the consequent aunual Scssion of the Legislature here during that
period, form a stroug additional incentive to its inhabitants io use their utmost
exertions to facilitate the intercourse of the Capital, with all parts of the Province.

Moved by James Tibbits, Esq., scconded by Captain Julyan, ‘

4. That this Meeting pledge themselves to promote, by every legitimate means
within their reach, the accomplishment of so desirable an objeet, and that a Com-
mittee of twenty-one, with power to add to their number, be now appointed to
carry the same into execntion, with the utmost possible despatch, and the said Com-
mittee do veport their proccedings to a meeting, to be convened at the same place,
on or before the 25th March néxt, and that the following gentlemen do compose
the said Committee, viz: ‘
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Dunbar Ross, Esq., Hon. William Walkér,. Geo. O Stuart, Esq., M. P. P., H,
Dubord, Bsq., M. P. P.; Frs. Lemieux, Esq., M. P. P., J. G, Clapham, Esq., M.
P. P., F. R. Angers, Esq., James Tibbits, Esq., J. R. Renaud, Esq., H. N. Patton,

Bsq., William Lampson, Esq., F. X. Paradis, Esq., Dr. Rousseau, J. G. Tourangeau,.

Esq., Frs. Parent, Esq., Et. Parent, Esq., Wm. Henderson, Esq., H. 8. Scott, Esq:,
Frs. Butean, Esq., Captain Julyan, W. H. A. Davies, Esq. ‘ ‘

‘Mr Ross having left the Chair, William Henderson, Esq., was called to it,
and on motion of Dr. Rousseau, seconded by J. G. Clapham, Esq.,

The thanks of the meeting were unanimously voted to the Chairman and
Secretary.

The Meeting then adjourned.

DUNBAR ROSS, Chairman.

P. S.—The Members of the above Committee are requested to meet at the

Court of Appeals Roows, on Monday next, at two o’clock, p. m.

The following is a sketch of the speeches on the occasion :—

Mr. Ross, in-explaining the object of the meeting, said that the City of Quebec
had long been the subject of reproach for apathy in regard to her interests, and an
indisposition to make onward movements in the march of improvement. The res-
toration to this City of the Legislature, was thought to be a favorable time for. reviv-
ing the subject of an Ice Bridge, which wonld doubtless be attended with great

F

advantages to the City, and a grent extent of country communicating with it. The

object of the meeting, however, was principally to organize a Committee to inquire
into the matter, and to report to a future gencral meeting. S

Mr. Clapham, in seconding the 1st Resolution, observed that from his connection
with a large district on the south shove, to which an Ice Bridge would afford im-
portant advantages, and having promised to do all in his power to promote it, he
felt called upon to give more than a tdcit approval of the measare. He had long
been of opinion, not only that the object was practicable, but that few, if any im-
provements would contribute more to the prosperity of the City and adjacent country,
than the one then under consideration. He had in his hand, a leuer veceived ten
years past, from his old respected friend on his right, (Mr. Wm. Henderson, of
Frampton,) highly approving then, what be had cowe that day to confirm by his

.

presence ; and it was highly gratifying to find the same opinions expressed by :

Captain Julyan and other gentlemen of experience, with whom he had just been
conversing round the table, that had been adduced before a Committee of the Town

Council at that perigd. Some of the geutlemen then examined were Capt. Lambly,

the Harbor Master of thai day, Mr. John Munn, the late Mr. Pclletier and Mr.
McKenzie, who all concurred in ihe feagibility and importance of the measure, as

well on the score of humanity, as of commerce. It was then thoughtthata Wharf

erected on the reef at Point Levi, and another at the batture of the River 8. Charles,
would uot only arrest the Ice al an early period of the winter, but would answer

the two fold object of a proieciion fo the two sections of the Harbor, which are
now very much exposed to the violence of easterly winds, and the surface of the.

wharves might be made available and pethaps profitable for national or com=
mercial purposes. Bui these were not ihe only points of view in which an Ice
Bridge would be valuable. He (Mr. C.) had inquited of Pilots resident on the
Island of Orleans, and found that, with perhaps one exception, in half a century, the
Ice never formed below Point Levi of a ihickpess to obstruct navigation, when

there was av Ice Bridge ;—the navigation was consequently free and unobstracted

to the ocean. Ii would therefore be quite competent io men of enterprize o in-

troduce an important and lucrative branch of commerce in the Ice trade, While )
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our neighbors in Boston and other northern sea ports were spending hundreds of
thousands to form ponds and other receptacles of water for the formation of Ice
we might export thousands of tons of the same article, but of a much better
quality, for the mere trouble of cutting it from the surface of the river. It was a
mistaken notion that all Ice was equally good, or that small turbulent streams,’
would produce goodIce. Ice required a large space to form and acquire density,
and he believed that no Ice of the same quality as ours could be found on this
continent. With an Icc Bridge to arrest the floating Ice from the extensive bat-
tures above Quebec, and the navigation open below a wharf to be built on Point
Levi, véssels might come here with perfect safety several weeks before the usual
opening of the navigation, load their cargoes and be clear to sea before the break-
ing up of the battures on the shores below Quebec, or in the Straits of Belleisle.
He had therefore great pleasure in seconding the Resolution. (Cheers.)

Mr. H. 8. Scott, who moved the 2nd Resolution, said that he did not come
prepared to make a speech, nor was it perhaps necessary. The Committee to be
appointed would no doubt give the subject the most mature consideration, and
avail itself of the information which could be laid before it, as well by those who
had already taken an interest in the subject as that of other men of science and
experience who might be requested to give their opinions.

Mr. Wm. Henderson remarked, in moving the 3rd Resolution, that the

-removal of the Seat of Government had been a great discouragement to the
Citizens of Quebec. There was a wide diflerence between the fact of being
obliged to go five hundred miles to express their wants and of being able to walk
into the House of Parliament at our own door. He hoped that now we had got
it, we would endeavour to keep it (cheers), and there was no doubt we should
geta fair share of public improvement, especially for an object of so great im-
portance as the one beforc them.

Mr. Lampson here rose to offer apology for not having said a few words in
proposing the first Resolution. It did not then occur to him to do so, but he re-
gretted this the less as it had been so ably seconded. There was one point of
view in which the object had not before occurred to him—that of becoming the
means of founding a new branch of trade. Here we had annually the largest
quantity of the best Ice in the world running to waste, while a very lucrative
trade was carried on from the Eastern States under comparatively great disad-
vantages with an inferior article. There they had to husband their resources and -
manufacture a supply—here we had it in such profusion, that he was foreibly
reminded of an anecdote that he had heard of a man in Paris, who had been
reduced from affluent circumstances to that of carting water for sale about the
streets of that City. When remonstrated with for having resorted to such a humble .
occupation, he replied, that so far from his trade being poor br contemptible, he
was one of the most independent men, and had the largest capital of any man in

 Paris. He had the River Seine to fall back upon, and so long as that poured
forth her resources and that people wanted water, he could not be a poor man.
So was it here, they had the largest supply of the best Ice in the world, merely
for the trouble of getting it. With a wharf at Point Levy, ships might take shelter
under its lee, and load their cargoes from ice taken alongside with the greatest
possible despatch. . ‘

Mr. Tibbits, in moving the 4th Resolution, remarked, that he had long been
impressed with the importance of an Ice Bridge, from personal observation he
was convinced that we might have a Bridge during at least four months of the
winter, which, together with steam navigation across the other six, gave an un-
interrupted intercourse during ten months of the year, the advantages of which it
was difficult, if not impossible, to estimate.
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(T the Editor of the Quebec Gazette.)

Sir,—About this time last year you published some letters of mine, in order
to draw the attention of our Citizens to the great importance of a more safe and
regular commuuication between this City and the south shore, than that by canoes.
There was a public meeting of the inhabitants of this City called, and a Com-
mittee chosen, for the purpose of entertaining ahd discussing the merits'of a va-
riety of plans offered to them by different individuals, as to the most probable
means of getting the Ice to form a Bridge early in the winter. The documents
placed before the Committee were elaborately and impartially considered, and
the report thereupon will, I trust, be laid before the public authorities of the
Province at the opening of Parliament; at the same time it will be necessary for

all those who have an interest in the object in view, to use every possible exer-

tion to carry it into effect, and clearly defined, as to the advantage of a natural
Bridge of this description for three or four months during the winter.

It is now evident that there will be soon two Railroads, the one from Trois
Pistoles, the other from Richmond, both having their terminus on the south shore
(and possibly at one point, Hadley Cove); this terminus being so high up above
the City will considerably increasc the distance and difficulties in crossing the

river by canoes. I therefore maintain that it will be absolutely necessary to find -

some better and safer means of crossing to this City during the four severe winter
months. A Suspenston Bridge would be attended with enormous expense, and
from the great extent of span between the pillars, rather doubtful as to its effi-
cacy in sustaining the weight of cars in passing over it in winter; but if it be
possible (and I believe it to be so,) by simply assisting nature to the effect of for-
ming an [ce Bridge, early i the fall, by laying down a few blocks in that part
of the River that I have already suggested in a former letter, on the shoal off Point
Levi Church, which shoal has hitherto been the natural key to the formation of an
lce Bridge between the south shore and the city; it would be the means of con-
necting the south with the North Shore Railroad, having Quebec for its terminus
instead of Hadley Cove. - |

It has been considered by some people that a continuation of wharf from the

Point Levi shore to the outer part of the shoal, would be desirable on many
accounts, but which I object 10 for this reason: The more the current is confined,
the more rapid it will become in the channel, and which in some rceasure would

decrease the probability of its taking across at an early period. ‘I would there- -

fore recommend to lay blocks, and however they may be connected above, admit
both flood and ebb to pass freely between them; the ice will form upon the sur-
face and the water pass underneath. These blocks would not only be a great protec-
tion to the anchorage of the harbor and wharves, but would pay a good per cent-
age upon the outlay, by forming a depot for coals, steamers, deals, staves, &c.,
&c.; also for ships to load cargoes at, having a low colored light on the outer
block, for the convenience of shipping running up or down in dark nights.
There are so many advantages attending this simple plan, of general interest to the
public, that it becomes the duty as well as the interest of the inhabitants, to press:
upon the Members for the City, and others who may have influence with a res-
ponsible government, the absolute necessity of an outlay of public money in
order to procure a more speedy and safe transit between the north and south shorey
in connection with the railroads and the back country, from whence the chief
‘supplies to the Quebec market must be derived. ) .
Should the finances of the Province not be in a position to grant a few thou-
sand pounds for so laudable a purpose, it might be good policy to apply to Messrs.

Jackson & Co., whose interest it would be to connect their Railroads with ﬁhig, ‘
City, by every practicable means within reach of théir profitable diggings; but,
however, as our City Fathers are getting into the good old habit of layingoutthe = =
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" the cash of the Ciiizens on public works, it would not, I think, be asking too.

much, were they to issue Debentures, or guaraniee the intevesi on the outlay;

nor do I see any just reason why the interesi of the inhabitanis of Quebec should

not be (in a fair proportion) assisted out of ihe public revenue, as well as that of

our neighbours, ‘
. I remnain, Sir,

Yoar obedient servant,

R. JuLyan,
Assistant Harbour Master, Quebec.
Quebec, February 5th, 1853.

Queskc, 16th February, 1852,

At a meeting of the Committee appoinied by the Meeiing of the Ciiizens of
Quebec, on the 13th instant, beld for the purpose of ascerfaining the practicability
of forming an Ice Bridge ai Quebec, held this day at the Court of Appeals Room.

Present :—Messrs, Donbar Ross, James Tibbits, J. G. Toarangeau, William -
Henderson, J. G. Clapham, William Lampson, W. H. A. Davies, Captain.
Julyan, Dr. Rousseau, and Francois Buieau, Esquires. ‘

Dunbsr Ross, Esquire, was called o the Chair.

- On motion of J. Tibbits, Esquire, seconded by J. G. Clapham, Esquire,
George Hendersou, Esquire, was added to the Commiltee.

On moiion of W. Henderson, Esquire, Seconded by Capt. Julyan, it was
Resolved, Thai Dunbar Ross, Esquire, be ihe Chairnian of the Commitiee, and
W. H. A. Davies, Esquire, be the Secreiary. That the Commitiee do meeti every
Monday at 2 o’clock, P. M., and that five Members do constitute the quorum of
the Committee,

Resolved,—That His Worship the Mayor of the City, be respecifully requested
to join the Commitiee, and that he be furiber requested 1o afford a Room in the
City Hall for the use of the Committee when sitling.

Resolved,~Thai the Corporation of Quebec, be respectfully requested to.
afford ihe Committee communication of ihe evidence taken before a Committee
of the Couancil, in relation 1o an Ice Bridge in 1842. . ‘

Ordered,—That the Sccretacy do write 1o the Mayor, communicating the
foregoing Resolutions.

Mr. William Henderson laid before the Committee a Draft of a Circular
requesting information on the subjeci of an Ice Bridge, which was adopted.

Ordered,—That the Secretary do print 200 copies of the said Circular, in each
language, and that they be distribuied among the Members of the Committee, to
be by them addressed to such persons in the community, as they may judge able
to afford the Commitiee any useful information. ‘ o

Resolved,—That those Mewbers of the Committee who have paid attention
to this subject, be requesied to furnish the Commitiee with all the information
they may have coliecied on this subject, in writing.

A subscripiion paper was then handed round, and the sum of five pourids.
was subscribed among the Members present, towards paying the incidental
expenses of the Commitiee,

~ Ordered,—That the Secretary do address a Circular fo the Master and War-
den of the Trinity House of Quebec, and also one to the Board of Trade in this
City, requesting them to favor the Committee wiih iheir views on ihe subject, .

Adjourned. ‘

W. H. A. DAVIES, §
Secretary to Committee,
& o
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OcrosBER, 23rd February, 1852,

At a Meeiing of the Committee held this day, :

- prEsENT :(—Dunbar Ross, Bsquire, in the Chair; Messrs. W. Lampson,
George Henderson, J. G. Clapham, M. P. P., William Henderson, Frangois
Lemieux, M. P. P., Capiain Julyan, and. the Secretary. :

«  The Minaies of the last Meeting were read. ‘

Resolved,—That Messrs. Joseph ‘Hamel, Henry Atkinson, John Porter and
Benjamin Tremain be Members of this Committee. * ,

The Secretarylaid before the meetingthe Circularshe had had printed. Healso
stated that he had written to His Worship the Mayor, as directed at the last meeting,
and thai His Worship had granied them the Room, they then met in for the use of
the Commitiee, and had also directed the City Clerk to give communicaiion to
this Committee of the evidence taken before a Committee of the Council in 1842,
in relation to an Ice Bridge. The Report and evidence were accordingly laid
on the table for the use of the Commitiee, and read by the Secreiary. = =

~Mr. William Henderson read a communication .on the proposed Jce Bridge,
accompanied by a copy of Captain Bayfield’s Chart of the Harbour of Quebec on
an enlarged scale, made by Mr. Henderson. o , o

‘William Pation, Esq., attended the Commiitee and gave some valuable in-
formation, which at-the request of the Commitiee, he promised to commit to writ-
ing for the use of the Committee. ‘

A letter from H. N. Patton, Esq., on the Ice Bridge, was read.

A letter from J. G. Clapham, Esq.,-on the same subject, was read by the
Secretary. Mr. Clapham’s leiter was accompanied by a copy of a leiter to Mr.
Clapham from Mr. W. Henderson, written in 1842, and also by a skeich of the
River St. Lawrence between Cap Rouge and the landing place of Captain.Bazile
Demer, by a copy of the Canadien newspaper of the 4ih of March, 1842, and by
the extract of a 'Toronio paper.

Adjourned. ‘
W. H. A. DAVIES,
Secretary.

* Queskc, 1st March, 1852.

At a Meeting of the Committee held this day— ‘ :
Present :—Messrs. ‘William Henderson, Wm. Lampsen, J. ‘G, Clapham,
‘G. Henderson, and the Secretary. ‘ B
William Henderson, Esquire, was called to-the Chair.
"The Mintites of the:last Meeting were read. o,
‘Messrs, Dunbar Ross, Benjamin Tremain, J. G.'Tourangeau, entered. =~
Mr. M. Scott attended the-Committee, and read a communication.on the sub-
ject'of an Tee Bridge. ‘ L ‘ :
Letters from Captain Lambly, late Harbour.Master,’and Mr. Frangois'Gour- -
deau, Superintendent of Pilots, were read by the Secretary. S
Mr, McKutchen aitended the Committee and explained verbally his ideas
on the best manner of stopping the Ice. o ‘
Mr. McKutchin was requested to favor the Commiitee with his ideas in
writing. : B
Adjourned. ‘
W. H..A. DAVIES, ‘
Secretary Comimittee. -

& .
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Queskc, Sth March, 1852,

At a Mecting of the Committee held this day—

Present:—Dunbas Ross, Esquire, in the Chair ; Messrs. William Henderson,
Joseph Hamel, J. G. Tourangeau, Dr. Rousseau, Captain Julyan, Wm. Lampson,
Geo. Henderson, M. Scott, J. G. Clapham, and the Secretary. =~ * . ‘

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read. o

Communications were read from Capt. Julyan, Assistant Harbour Master;
Capt. Lambly, Late Harbour Haster ; The Trinity Board, Quebec ; Henry Atkin-
son, Esquire, Capt. D. Vaughan, Mr, E. H, Sewell, and Mr. Js. E. Verrault, Poin
Levi. :

Also, a Plan for stopping the Ice by means of ropes streched acrossthe River,
by Mr. White, Stevedore. ‘ ‘

Mr. White attended the Committee, and exhibited a Model shewing the =

manner which the ropes should be placed.

The following Resolutions were then passed : ‘

Resolved,—1st. That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the formation
of a periodical Ice Bridge in the vicinity of Quebec would not retard the opening
of the Navigation of the River St. Lawrence. Passed unanimously.

Resolved,—2nd. That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the Ice Bridge
should be formed, if possible, at or near Quebec. Mr. Scott only dissenting.

Resolved,—3rd. That it is the opinion of this Committee, the erection of
wharves is the best means to effect the object in view,—Messrs. Geo. Henderson,
J. G. Clapham, Dr. Rousseau, Wm. Lampson, and the Secretary voting in the
affirmation. Messrs, J. G. Tourangeau, Captain Julyan, Wm. Henderson, and the
Chairman voting in the negative ; the two former gentlemen voting for Blocks,
and the two latter for the employment of Wharves and Blocks, jointly.

Messrs. M. Scott and Js. Hamel having retired, :

Resolved,—4th. That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the necessar
works should be constructed at and opposite to the Point Levi Shoal. Mr. W.
Henderson dissentient. .

Resolved,—5th. That it is the opinion of this Committee, that in order to
secure the formation of an lce Bridge every year, a wharf should also be erected
on the North or Beauport side of the River. Unanimous.

Resolved,—6th. That is the opinion of this Committee, that these wharves
should not be constructed exclusively with a view to a periodical formation of an
Ice Bridge, but in connexion with the improvement of the Harbour, by making
them serve as Break-waters,—and they should be adapted to purposes of Com-
merce in order to produce a revenue.—Mr. Wm. Henderson, dissentient.

‘Resolved,—T7th. That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the contem-
plated work is one that should be constructed by the Provincial Government, and
that consequently the Legislature should be applied to for the means.

‘Resolved,—8th, That the Chairman, Secretary, and Mr. Wm. Henderson be
a Committee to draw up a Report to be presented to the Commaittee at its next
sitting. ‘

Adjourned. ‘
W. H. A. DAVIS,

Secretary to Committee.

ercem————

Queskc, 156th March, 1852,

At a Meeting of the Committee held this day—
Prese~t ;:—Dunbar Ross, Esq., in the Chair; Messrs, William Henderson,
Wm, Lampson, J. G. Clapham, Captain Julyan, and the Secretary.

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read.

.0
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The Secretary read a communication on the question how f{ar would an Ice
Bridge tend to retard the opening of the navigation in the spring. |

The Chairman from the Committee appointed to draw up a Report to be sub-
mitted to the General Meeting of the Citizens, brought up a draft of a proposed
Report, which after discussion, clause by clause, were amended. * = ,

Resolved,—That the Report, as amended, be submitted to the Committee
again at a Meeting to be called for that purpose on Thursday next, the 10th inst.

Adjourned. | ‘ ‘
W. H. A. DAVIS,
Secretary.

Quesec, 18th March, 1852.
At a Meeting of the Committee held this day—-

Present :—Dunbar Ross, Esq., in the Chair. ; Messts. Captain Julyan, J. G.
Clapham, W, Lampson, George Henderson, Wm. Henderson, the Secretary.
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read. )
The Secretary laid before the Committee a letter from William Patton, Esq.,
on the subject of an Ice Bridge, which was read.
William Henderson, Esq., laid before the Committee several estimates of the
costs of erecting Wharfs and Piers at Point Levy. o
George Henderson, Esq., laid before the Committee a more detailed account
of his plan of stopping the Ice, accompanied by a plan of the same. - ‘
Captain Julyan read some remarks to the Committee on the necessity of con- -
fining the cost of the works for stopping the Ice to as small an amount as possible,
The Report, as amended, was laid before the Committee by the Chairman,
and unanimously adopted, ‘ :
Resolved,—That the Chairman do get the Report fairly copied and translated
into French, to be laid before the General Meeting. ‘ o
Resolved,—That the Chairman do call a Public Meeting of the Citizens, to
receive the Report for the 25th March, pursuant to the adjournment on the 16th
February, o .
Adjourned, ‘ ‘
W. H. A. DAVIS,
Secretary.

Queskc, ¥4th April, 1852.

At a Metting of the Citizens of Quebec, held pursuant to adjournment from
25th March, this day at the City Hall, for the purpose of receiving the Report of
the Committee appointed at the Meeting of the 14th February last, to ascertain
the practicability of forming a periodical Ice Bridge. ‘

Dunbar Ross, Esquire, in the Chair:

Chairman.
The following Resolutions were unanimously passed : .
Moved by Mr. W. Paterson, seconded by P. Sheppard, Esq.,—That the Report
now read be received and adopted, and that the newspapers of this City be
requested to publish the same. ‘ o ‘ ‘ o
Moved by Mr: John Paterson, seconded by P. Gingras,—That the Report of
the Committee, with the accompanying Documents, be printed in pamphlet form
for the information of the Citizens. ‘ EERANE

The Report of the Committee was laid before the Meeting, and read ﬁy the
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Moved by Mr. R. Macdonell, seconded by Mr. R. Pooler,—That the same
Committec be requested to continue their labours, and to adopt all such measures
as they may deem necessary for carrying the project of a periodical Ice Bridge
into execation, ‘ ‘

Moved by Mr. W. J. Bickell, seconded by Mr. W. Paterson,—That a Sub-
scription List be now opened for the purpose of defraying the expenses of printing,
&e. :

The Chairman having left the Chair, Dr. Roussean was called to it; and it
was unanimously Resolved :—

On motion of Mr. W. Henderson, seconded by Mr. Geo. Henderson,—That,
the thanks of the Meeting be given to Dunbar Ross, Esquire, [or his conduect in
the Chair, and for the trouble he has taken in drawing up the able Report laid
before this Meeting. !

The Meeting then adjourned.

: W. H. A, DAVIES,
Secretary.

The Commilttee To whom were referred the Resolutions passed ai a meeting of the
Citizens of Quebec, held pursuant to nolice at the Court House, on the 13th
day of Fcbruary last, for the purpose of adopting measures to secure an Ice
Bridge, at or near Qucbec, during each winter, beg leave to submit the fol-
lowing Report:

The formation of a periodical Ice Bridge to connect the north and south
shores of the St. Lawrence at Quebec, has long been a desideratum with its in
habitants, and has {requently formed the subject of anxious and not uninterest-
ing discussion. Your Committee, deeply impressed with the magniiade of such
an undertaking—the feasibility of which they had assumed the responsibility of
ascertaining, and fully appreciating its intimate connexion with the interests of
the City, and the comforts of its inhabitants, proceeded without loss of time, and
with all possible diligence to the performance of their task. They deemed it of
the last importance, that in view of an enterprise of this nature—so novel, and
apparently so arduous in its character, the most ample information within their
reach should be procured ; and in furtherance of this object, they addressed them-
selves as well by a notice in the publie papers, as by private circalars, to all
persons disposed to co-operate with the Committee in promoting this great mea-
sure, and in elaborating its principles and details. :

The Commiltee have derived very great information and assistance in the
prosccution of their labours from the able Report of the Committee of the City
Council, dated the 13th February, 1842, on the same subject, politely communi-
cated by his Worship the Mayor. They were also favored with valuable papers
from the following gentlemen, viz:

William Henderson, Esquire, of Frampton, accompanied by a copy upon an
enlarged scale prepared by himself, of Captain Bayfield’s Chart of the river near
Quebec, and a very full estimate in detail of the cost of construction of wharves
anc blocks of various dimensions for arresting the Ice ;—Horatio Nelson Patton,
Esquire, J. G. Clapham, Esquire, M. P. P. with a sketch of the river at Cap
Rouge, and the copy of a letter addressed by Mr. Henderson to Mr. Clapham, as
chairman of the Commitiee of the City Council, on the 8th March, 1342 ;—Michael
Scotlt, Esquire, of Cap Rouge ;—John Lambly, Esquire, late, and for many years,
Harbour Master of the Port of Quebec, witha chart of the river ;—Mr. Frangois
Goudreau, Superintendent of Pilots;—Henry Atkinson, Esquire ;—Mr. David
Vaughan, Master Mariner and Ship-builder ;—Mr. E. W. Sewell, Ship-builder,
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with a drawing of the midship section of a Steamer recommended as a winter
Ferry Boat between Quebec and Point Levi ;—Mr. Francois E. Verrault, with
estimates of the probable cost of the works proposed by him ;—R. Julyan, Esq.,
Captain Royal Navy and Assistant Harbour Master for the Port of Quebec, with
estimates of the probable cost of the necessary works ;—George Henderson, Esq.,
J. P., with a plan exhibiting various schemes for the formation of a buoyant cable
or hawser supported on the surface of the water by straw drawn as for thatch
and lapped round the cable with spun yarn, making it of the thickness of a flour-
barrel, or with flour-barrels or water-tight boxes at short intervals ;—and William
Patton, Esquire. S :

The Committee arc also much indebted to Messrs. William Patton, William
McCutcheon and—White, for their valuable suggestions and opinion, furnished
orally to the Commitice, with a model, from Mr. White, exhibiting the mode on .
which a rope-boom ought 1o be placed across the river. » .

The Committee were also favored with an able paper from W. H. A. Davies,
Esquire, the Secretary to the Commitiee, on the subject of the objection made to -
a periodical Ice Bridge, on the ground that it would retard the opening of the
navigation. ‘ ‘

The Committee, after having carefully examined and considered the opinions
and evidence laid hefore them by men of science and experience, have had no
occasion to doubt for a moment the correciness of the universally prevalent
opinioh in favor of the practicability of a periodical Ice Bridge. Neither did
they deem it necessary to seek for any additional evidence of the manifest benefits
to be derived from it, as affording an enlarged and more certain and equalized
supply of very many of the necessaries of life, more especially such as enter into
the daily wants of the industrial classes, or of its inappreciable advantages in
promoting the health of the inhabitants, by furnishing a more extended field for
exercise and recreation in the open air during the tedium of our winter months,

Entertaining these views, they proceeded first to the consideration of an' ob-
jection raised by a few persons to the periodical formation of an Ice Bridge,
predicted upon its supposed tendency to retard the opening of the navigation of
the river St. Lawrence in the Harbour of Quebec, and its consequent damage to
the commetcial interests of the country. On this question your Committee are
of opinion, that great reliance may be placed upon the arguments adduced by
Mr. Davies, in his paper already referred to, in which, in their opinion he has
successfully combatied this prejudice. He shews that during a period of twenty
years, the average date of the arrival of the first sleam boats from Montreal, in
those years in which there has been no Ice Bridge is the 23rd April; and that in
in those years in which there has been a Bridge, it is the 27th April; and that as
to the arrival of vessels from sea, the average time has been the 1st May, as well
in years in which there has been a Bridge, as in those in which there has been
none, That the variable périods of the opening of the navigation, depend upon
natural laws uninfluenced by trivial artificial obstructions, namely : N

1st. The rising of the temperature in the St. Lawrence, by an accession of
" waters from southern and warmer regions ; 2nd. The consequent rise and enlarge-
ment of its stream, and the corresponding rise and the disengagement of the Ice’
from the shoals and beaches; 3rd. The gradual increase in the temperature -of
the earth as the sun advances towards the north,—the regular and uniform opera-
tion of these great causes, being evidenced annually in Canada by the almost.
simultaneous breaking up and departure of the Ice from lake St. Peter, the river
St. Charles and the north channel of the Island of Orleans,—thus demonstrating
how very little the operation of these great physical movements, which extend
their influence over several latitudes, could be retarded or disturbed by the de- .
cident of a Bridge from Quebec to Point Levi, or the comparatively insjgnificant =
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body of Iee of which it would be camposed.  Your Commitiee, after a {oll and
deliberate consideration of the main objeet <vhich they had in view, were quite
prepared, even upon the supposition of its causing a few days delay in the opening
of the navigation, to give an unqualificd opinion in favor of the utility of an Ice’
Bridge, under a settled conviction that such a temporary impediment to the navi-
gation, even were it seriously 1o be dreaded, would still be greatly overbalanced
by the manifold advantages accrning from the measure in other points of view.
But the ingmiry made by the Committee into this objection lias led to a unanimous
conclusion, that there is no reason whatever 1o appprehend such a prejudicial
effeet upon the navigation, They are moreover of opinion that a Bridge obtained
by the aid of artificial means in the commencement of the severe frosts of winter,
would in all probability be formed of new and thin lce, and would naturally
extend up 1o, and beyond Cap Rouge, and would thereby rather facilitale the
opening of the navigation, by preventing the accumulation of dvift ice in the narrows
at the latter place, and the oceasional jammning of the ice at Quebcee, which, in
boisterous seasons when such casnalties are most likely 10 occur, constitute the
most lormidable, if not the only obstacles to the opening of the navigation, and
depend upon causes the magnitude of which place them entirely beyound the
:control of human agency. “

The Committee having thus in their judgment, surmounted all the prelimi-
nary objections, next turned their attention to the consideration of the means by
which the object in view could best be attained, whether by the erection of blocks
or wharves on cither shore, with a view to the narrowing of the main stream at
some given point, and thereby the more easily causing a stoppage of the large
sheets of Iee ; or by placing across the stream from shore to shore a continuous
line of cables, floats, or net work, sceured by anchors, i order 1o assist the action
of the frost and the formation of new lee, as well as to arrest the sheets of lce at
an early period of the season, as they would then ofler a comparatively small resis-
tance ‘The selection of these two modes having been put to the vote, it was
decided that resort shonld be had to blocks or whatrves, as offering the greater
prospect of success for the undertaking.

The place best adapted for the formation of a Bridge, next occupied the at-
tention of the Committee.  Variouos propositions were submitted to the Committee,
recommending different localities for the construction of the necessary works,
some advocating a point at the narrows near Cap Ronge, and others, several
points below Quebee.  The reasops urged in favor of Cap Rouge were founded:

_upon the rapid narrowing of the river at that place, and the consequent greater
facility in arresting the Ice, as shewn by the fact that the river takes there almost
every winter, for shorter or Jonger periorts, without the aid of artificial means;:
added to the great probability of having an Ice Bridge at Quebee, by the mere’
action of the frost and the freezing of the river from side o side, which, in the
event of a Bridge being already formed at Cap Rouge, would not be impeded or
damaged by drift Iee. ln favor of Quebec, it was contended that an Ice Bridge '
at Cap Rouge tended to jam the river, and might in some seasons delay the '
opening of the navigation between Quebec and Montreal, and that it was by no
means cerlain that a bridge at Cap Rouge would nccessarily secure the forma-.,
tion of one at Quebec, without the aid of artificial means. That in the event of . '
afailure to form a Bridge at Cap Rouge, the blocks or wharves erected there - .
would be comparatively valueless, while at or near Quebce they would add”
greatly to the safety of the Harbour, and might be adapied to purposes of com- "
‘merce and made to yield a revenue; besides, that the formation of a Bridge-in- ¢,
the vicinity of the City, if at all practicable, was the most desirable, independently ';

. of any adventitious advantages which it might possess, and ought to be attempted’
there in preference to more remote localities. The question being put to the. vote
was decided in favor of Quebee. ‘ B
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laving thus disposed of the rival claims of Cap Rouge and Quebec, the
Committee next proceeded to the selection of one of the two places suggested as
sites for the constraction of the necessary works below the City, namely : Point
Levi Shoal, on the right bank of the River, immediately in front of the Roman
Catholic Church of that Parish, and a point about half a wile farther down, and
nearly opposite to the head of the Island of Orleans. With respect to Point Levi
Shoal, it was argued that the ercction of Blocks or Wharves there, running into
deep water, with a Block cr Wharf on the opposite shore or beach of the River
St. Chales, also extending into deep water, would narrow the ma’'n siream from
1250 yards—its breadth at the City—to a space of about 950 yards, between the =
Blocks or Wharves, and would thereby arrest the large sheets of new lIce formed
in the early part of the winter in the bays above Quebee, and sent adrift by the |
fide, and thus secure a Bridge every winter. Further—that Blocks or Wharves
crected at Point Levy Shoal would form a breakwater to the harbour, and add
greatly to its safery in gales of easterly wind, to which it is now much exposed,
and which have heretofore caused so inuch destruction of life and property ; and
by reason of their greater proximity to the City, would be better adapted to pur-
poses of commerce and the production of a revenue. It was also advanced, . ds
an additional argament in favor of this locality, that it prescnted great facilities
for the erection of a Railroad station, and that if it should be detertnined to
connect the projected Halifax and Quebec Railroad with one to Montreal, on
the north side of the St. Lawrence, this spot must of necessity be selected, as being
situate opposite to the only place from which.a Railroad to Montreal ought to
take its departure, namely, from a point at the ewmbouchure of the River St.
Charles, in order to avoid the ascent and descent of the high ground upon which
the City of Quebec is built. On behalf of the point opposite to the head of the
Island of Orleans, it was contended, that although the distance between the outer-
most piers to be placed in the same depth as those proposed at Point Levi Shoal
would be greater than at the latter place, the direct distance across the stream,
at right angles with the course of the current, from the south pier to the belt or,
breastwork of ice which would form upwards along the stream from the north .
pier, would not exceed 675 yards,—thus actually narrowing the open water
channel to that breadth. 'That the river was much shallower at this point, and
that in consequence of a large body of water being there diverted into the channel
on the north side of the Island, the volume of water descending the main chatinel
of the river, being so muach smailer, its rapidity and force are consequently much
diminished, thus removing or lessening one of the great obstacles. to the. forma-
tion of an Ice Bridge. That, moreover, from the diagonal direction of the ling -
between the Blocks or Wharves on the two shores, the lower end of the Ice cont’
mhuungtmaBﬁdge,wuuklnmtonwhegmmndlceauheheadofﬂwlﬂand;whkh ‘
would enable it to sustain the more easily the pressure of the descending masses. - .
That these favourable circumstances combined with the known facts that the
river along the Beauport shoal, and across the mouth of the north chanpel,ifor’a
considerable distance into the main stream, invariably takes every yeary at.an ~ .
early period of the season, gave a decided advantage to this place for the formas =
tion of an [ce Bridge. These two important points having undergone:a carefii]’
and protracted discussion, the question was decided in favor of Point Levy.shoal
—the Committee being of opinion that eveu although an Ice Bridge!
more easily secured at the Lower Point, the works to be constracted %Qz:,
pose, would not afford the same protection ‘o the harbour, nor yield an:equ
venue, with those at the point nearest to the City. : o

Having thus resolved, under the circumstanc s, and in consideration; ¢
contemplated coincident advantages likely to #ccrue (rom the works j
that Point Levi Shoal was the more eligible site for their erection, the €t
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next proceeded to the determination of the no less important question of the
nature of the works best adapted to the end proposed. Three distinct propositions
were then submitted ; onc for a continuous solid wharf, extending from the shore
to deep water ; another, for one or more insulated Blocks, and a third, for a wharf
near the shore, in conjunction with one or more Blocks running into deep water,
in the same line with the wharf, It was contended that the solid and continuous
wharf was entitled to a preference, inasmuch as it combined the two-fold advan-
tage of forming a more cffectual break water for the protection of the .harbour,
and was better adapted for the erection of buildings for the wants of trade, and
the production of a revenue ; and that any apprehension as to the increasing of
the force of the current by a continuous solid wharf, would be obviated, or would
not at all be felt, in consequence of the greater expansion of the river towards the
Beauport shore opposite to that part; and moreover, that this long wharf would
cause an eddy which would be favorable to the retention and stoppage of the ice.
On the othet hand, it was argued that a continuous wharf, extending in one sclid
mass from the shore to its utmost limit in deep water, was objectionable, by reason
of its tendency, notwithstanding the greater expansion of the strcam there, to
doncentrate, in a greater or less degree, the waters of the St, Lawrence within
narrower limits, thereby increasing its velocity and consequent force at that point ;
and that instead of facilitating the stoppage of the Ice, it might have a directly
contrary effect, because a direction would be given by this long wharf to the
current outwards into the main stream, which would draw oft’ into mi®channel
the sheets of drift Ice, by means of which the foundation, so to speak, of an Jer
Bridge was to be laid, whereas, by permitting the waters of the river still to flow
between the blocks or the piers of a wharf, shoreward of the deep water block,
the suction produced by this current would cause the shects to be drawn upon
the outer block, and there to turn as upon a pivot, and, by thus retarding their
progress, would create a jam, from the other sheets coming up in succession to
the narrowed pass.

The Committee, before determining upon the relative merits of these differ-
ent schemes, took into consideration the probable cost of each, in ascertaining
which they were greatly assisted by the very elaborate and minute estimates pre-
pared and submitted to them, by Mr. Henderson, exhibiting the cost of three
modes of construction. ‘

After a full consideration of the respective merits and advantages of these
different schemes, and the probable cost of each, it was resolved to recommend
the construction of a continuous wharf, 2000 feet long, with a uniform breadth of
100 feet, running into 6 fathoms of water, and a block on the opposite shore to
be sunk in the same depth, the aggregate cost of which would amount to £15,000.

It was further resolved that these works should not be erected exclusively
with a view tothe periodical formation of an Ice Bridge,but in connexion with
‘the amelioration of the harbour, and the production of a revenue, by adapting
them to purposes of trade.

Although many of the foregoing points, which have reference to the site,
and to the description, quality, and cost of the works required for the periodical
formation of an Ice Bridge, involve questions of minute detail, depending upon
att, science and experience, and which must still, as a matter of course, remain
subject to such alterations and modifications as upon a maturer consideration and
judgment may be deemed necessary by those to whom this important undertaking
may be hereafter confided. Your Committee, nevertheless, rely with the greatest
confidence upon the accuracy of the information collected by them, and of the
eonclusion to which they have come, in respect of the practicability of an Ice
Bridge, and the inestimable advantages to result from it, as well as from: the"
works required for its formation; and they, therefote, unhesitatingly recommend.
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to their fellow citizens of Quebec, to use their utmost endeavour to carry the
scheme into execution without loss of time, in order to ensure its successful and
speedy accomplishment. : “ ‘

 There yet remained one other question of no small importance connected
with this subject, and which was obviously within the sphere of the duty assign-
ed to the Committee, namely, the determination of the ways and means by which
the necessary funds were to.be obtained ;—whether from. contributions in money
and materials from the inhabitants of Quebec, and the adjacent localities, or by -
means of a private company, which should carry the project into execution at
their own risk, with the aid, in either case, of such grants as might be procured
from the Legislature, or by an application to the government to have the works
undertaken under public authority. The Committee were unanimously of opinion, .
that in order to accomplish an undertaking of such magnitude, so intimately
connected with the improvement of the navigation of the River St. Lawrence,
and the general commerce of the couniry, more especially with regard to the
greater degree of protection required for the safety of the shipping, and of the
large and valuable rafts of timber, and other descriptions of lumber, brought down
annually. to, the. Port of Quebec, and which constitute its staple articles of export,
as well as for the security of small eraft frequenting the harbour from the Lower
Ports and the Upper Lalkes, the proper course was by an application to the Legis-
lature to have these works constructed at the expense of the Province ; and that peti-
tions to that eflect should be forthwith prepared for signature, and presented to
the three branches at the next Session of Parliament.

Your Committee cannot conclude this Report without expressing the unfeigned
pleasure and pride they feel in recording the alacrity and industry displayed
by many gentlemen in the community—as well members of the Committee as
others, in applying themselves to: the task of ¢ollecling information, in every
branch of the subject, and reducing to writing their individual opinions and sug-
gestions, as well as the general satisfaction which the -prospect of a periodical
lce Bridge has spread throughout the City and adjacent country parts. It is to
be hoped that the same zeal will continue to manifest itself in the: further, prosz-
cution of our labours, and that it will not be suffered to relax until it shall have
given more substantial proofs of its cxistence, by the ultimate achievement of the
grand object contemplaled at the commencement, and which has been so long
and so ardently desired by the inhabitants of the City and District of Quebec.
The whole, nevertheless, humbly submitted.

DUNBAR ROSS, Chairman..
Qucbec, 14th April, 1852. ‘

....................
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Of the Select Comﬁittee to Whorﬁ was feferred thé subjectroéif ‘
the formation of an Ice Bridge on the River St. Lawrence,
above the Richelieu Rapids. ‘ - - A

'ORDER OF REFERENCE.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,
Moxpay, 21st March, 1853.

Resolved, That a Select Committee‘be appointed, composed of

Mr. PoLETTE,

Hon. Mr. Crasor,

Mr. TURCOTTE,

Mr. DumovuLiy,

Mr. McDovcALL,

Mr. FormiER, and
. Mr. JoBiN,

1o take into consideration the advantages which would result to Navigation, Trade, .
and the cullivation of a great extent of land, on the shores of the River St. Law-
rence, from the formation of an Ice Bridge every winter on the said River, above
the Richelieu Rapids, and the means by which such a bridge might be secured,
with power to send for persons, papers and records. e

Attest, T
W. B. LINDSAY, =
Cletk of the Assemibly. <

( Translation.) I
The Committee appointed to take into consideration the advantages which -
would result to Navigation, Trade, and the cultivation of a large extent of landon -
the shores of the River St. Lawrence, from the formation of an Ice Bridge every
winter on the said river, above the Richelieu Rapids, and the means, to be taken
to secure such a bridge, have the honor to make the following Report:— " -
The delay caused to the opening of the navigation and to trade by themasses
of ice (digues) which accumulate every two or three years, at the ‘hedd. of the
Richelieu Rapids, in the River St. Lawrence,remaining there fromeight to ten days
and the large amount of damage caused to cultivation by,the inundations -whic!
these accumulations of ice occasion over a large extent of territory, in$ix counties
in Lower Canada, have, for a long time, attracted the public attention.”, Tthasb
and still is the universal opinion in those localities, that thes¢ incony
could be guarded against easily and with little expense; but as the
means to obtain the desired result cannot be brought into action without th
vention of the Legislature and of the Executive Government, petiﬁbp%;‘“’ Ha;
presented, at different times, to your Honorable House, suggestin
means and praying for aid. ‘ T
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Your Committee, in order to obtain the greatest possible amount of informa-
tion on this important subject, have examined several witnesses, chosen from dif-
ferent localities, who, both by their calling and their experience, were capable of
giving the information required by your Committee. Merchants, farmers, skilful
navigators and other persons of experience have been examined, and their testi-
mony agrees so ‘well on all the important points which it was necessary to have
explained, that your Committee, without the least hesitation, have come to a una-
nimous decision. To place your Honorable House in a position to compre-
hend, at the first glance, the bearing of this testimony, your Committee have
thought proper to analyse it, and to represent the facts proved therein: they are
as follows :— ‘
‘ “The accumulations are formed during the winter by the ice from the

“ battures of Grondines or Ste. Anne Lapérade, and sometimes even of St. Pierre

“ les Becquets and of Gentilly, which, being raised up by some high tide and

¢ broken up by a strong wind, detaches itself, when it is two or three feet in thick-

“ ness, from the shore, then descends and stops in the narrow passage of the
~ ¢ River at the head of the Richelieu Rapids. The rapids, by these means, are

“ obstructed, and the ice which is formed during the winter over an extent of near

« forty miles, from Grondines to Lake St. Peter, descends the River and is broken .

¢ up and arrested upon that which is settled at the head of the Richelieu Rapids ;

“ it congeals together and forms thc compact mass which is called ¢ digue.”
' % The high spring waters are stopped by this accumulation of ice, rise consider-
“ gbly, retard the breaking up of the ice in Lake St. Peter by neutralising the
¢ effect of the slow current in the Lake, extend overthe low lands near the River,
“ in the Parishes of Gentilly, Bécancour, St. Grégoire and Nicolet in the County of
¢ Nicolet, La Baie du Febvre, St. Frangois du Sud and Yamaska in the County
« of Yamaska, Sorel in the County of Richelieu, Berthier, St. Cuthbert and St.
¢« Barthélemi in the County of Berthicr, Maskinongé, River du Loup, Yamachi-
¢ che, part of Pointe du Lac, the Banlieue and part of the Town of Three Rivers -
“in the County of St. Maurice, and Batiscan and Ste. Anne Lapérade in the
“ County of Champlain,—inundate these lands, carry away and destroy a great
¢ part of the fences and bridges, and make the roads impassable, so much so that,
“in several of these places, the mail has to be carried in canoes. . The
“jce coming from the Lake and other places, in the spring, being stopped
“ as it is by that accumulated at the head of the Richelieu Rapids, extends over
“ the low lands of the above mentioned parishes, leaving deposits of sand and
“ stones which entirely ruin the meadows and very frequently destroy houses,
“ barns and other buildings; the cultivation of the inundated lands is retarded .
¢ for a very long time and frequently rendered quite impossible. 'These accumu-
“ lations of ice occur every two or three years, and last generally eight days .
¢ when they are not large ; in 1823, 1836, 1838, 1843, 1846, 1848 and 1850, there
“ were some very large ones, which lasted about fifieen days. The produce of
“ Upper Canada and of the District of Montreal, intended for Quebec, is detained,
“ at Montreal as long as the accumulation of ice lasts. T

“ To prevent these accurnulations of ice, it would be necessary to build four

¢ piers in the River, at the place called Levrard, between the Parishes of St. Pierre
¢ Jes Becquets and St. Jean Des Chaillons, about nine miles above the head of ')
¢ the Richelieu Rapids, two of them on each side of the channel which is only -
« four or five arpents in breadth at that place, of fifty feet square each and eight or.
“ nine feet in height, and two more opposite towards the beach of Ste. Anne La--
“ pérade, of about thirty feet square each and six or seven feet in height. During -
¢ the low waters of summer and autumn, there are not more than four or five feet:
“.depth of water alongside the channel, and it would be easy to procure the
¢ timber and the stone to build them, in the neighbourhood. These piers should "
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“ be three feet above the waters of the autumn; this height would be sufficientto .~ -
« stop the ice which is detached from the battures of Ste.’ Anne Lapérade, of St.
« Pierre les Becquets and of Gentilly, and that which comes from other places;
“and in case the ice from the Grondines battures should get detached, and
¢ the piers were built above that place, the entrance to the Richelien would only
“ be stopped by a simple sheet of ice which would easily get detached in the '
“ spring, because the ice coming from above and from the Lake, being stopped by
¢ the piers, no accumulation would ever take place there. When the ice breaks .
“up in the spring, the waters are always higher, and the ice which had been
“ stopped in the fall and in the winter by the piers, would pass over them without
¢ being at all arrested in its course, and would cause no damage. L
“The navigation would not be inconyenienced by it, inasmuch' as all the-
“ vessels, even the barges and bateaux and the rafts, both those in tow and those
“ that are not, never pass and cannot pass elsewhere than through the Levrard
“ channel, because, by trying to avoid it, they would run the risk of going
¢ upon the rocks, the water being too low in any other place. -
“Piers would even be a great advantage for rafts in tow coming down
¢ through that place, as they might be made fast to them during high winds, there
“ being no means of casting anchor there with safety. : ‘ ‘ ‘
“The two large piers near the channel would cost altogether from £1000 to
¢ £1200, and the other two in proportion.” : ‘
In order to assist in explaining the evidence adduced, your Committee take
the liberty of annexing to the present Report a map of the localities therein men-
tioned. ' :
- With evidence so precise, so clear and so conclusive as that which they have -
brought forward, your Committee have thought proper to come to the conclusion
that four piers built at Levrard would prevent the accumulation of ice, and the
inconvenience and the damages which have been so satisfactorily proved by all
the witnesses, and which have been complained of for a length of time. ‘
Your Committee. have thought proper to examine the Report made on the
19th of May last by a committee appointed by your Honorable House, on the 21st
of the month of February preceding, to take into consideration the advantages
which would result from the periodical formation of an Ice Bridge over the River, -
at Quebec ; as the subject treated in that Report has some connexion with the one =
with which your Committee have been occupied. 'That Commitiee have
come to the conclusion that the establishing of ‘a line of communication
between the City of Quebec and the south shore of the River St. Lawrence, by
means of steamers, is practicable. : L
Your Committee profit by the opportunity afforded by this Report to express.
their opinion that the construction of the piers at Levrard, above the head of the .
Richelieu Rapids, would greatly assist such a line of communication by means .:
of Ferry Steamers between Quebec and the south side of the River, by preventing ' -
the ice, which forms above the place where the piers would be built, from des- -
cending, as it now does, as far as Quebec, and hy those very means greatly dimi~
nishing the quantity of floating ice before the City of Quebec. ' L
Lastly, your Committee strongly recommend to your Honorable House the
present suggestions, and call the attention of the Executive Government of this: .x
Pr(l)vince to a subject so intimately conrected with Navigation, Trade and Agri- .~
culture. ‘ - o
The whole nevertheless humbly submitted.

A. POLETTE, =
Chairman.

Committee Room,
13th June, 1853.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE.

—

In Committee on the formation of an Ice Bridge above the Richelieu Rapids.

23rd March, 1853.
PRESENT !

Mzr. PorerTE, Chairman,
¢ TuRCOTTE,

“ Dumovrin,
McDoveary,
ForTiER,

¢ Jomin,

Read the order of reference.
“Adjourned to call of the Chair.

22nd April, 1858.
The Committee met.

PRESENT .

Mr. PorerTE, Chairman,
¢ TURCOTTE,

¢ DumouLIN,

¢ McDoucaLy,

¢ FORTIER,

¢« Josiw.

Certificates having being fyled with the Chairman for the attendance, as
‘witnesses, of Z. Boudreau, Pilot; Edouard Normand, Builder; Jas. Dickson,
Esquire ; Louis Guillet (the elder), Esquire ; and Grégoire Courtois, Navigator, -
summonses were directed to be issued accordingly for the 28th instant.

Ordered, That the Chairman do move in the House that a Message be sent
1o the Legislative Council, desiring leave for the Honorable Joseph Dionne to
attend the Committee. ‘ ‘ ‘

Adjourned till Thursday next at 10 o’clock.

Commirtee Room, No: 8, it
Trurspay, 28th April, 1858, -
MEMBERS PRESENT :

Mr. Porerrr, Chairman,
¢ TFORTIER,

¢ DumouLIN,

“ TuUrCoTTE,

¢ Jomin.

The Chairman submitted to the Committee a series of Questions to be pro-:;
-posed to the witnesses, which were approved of, and are as follows i— )
‘ 1. What is your name, age, trade or occupation and place of residence? ;- '
2. Is it within your knowledge that masses of ice have accumulated at the’

head of the Richelieu Rapids in the St. Lawrence, on the breaking up of the ice

‘
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in the spring, so as to' obstruct the river by rendering the passage considerably -
narrower. I this has happened to your kaowledge, state how many times it
has happened, and how long generally it has lasted on each occasion?

3. Can you explain to.the Committee how these masses of ice accumulate,
how they are caused, and what effects they produce, both as regards the water
and the navigation and trade on the river, and the low lands bordering on the
river above the rapids in question? State also how far back these masses of ice
cause the water to overflow ? ‘

4. Do you think it possible to prevent the formation of these masses of ice? . -
Be pleased to point out to the Committee the proper means, in your opinion, to
attain that object; and state what would become of the ice if such means were
adopted, and the result you would expect from their adoption? !

5. Where do you think it would be proper to construct the works mentioned
in your last answer? Be pleascd to explain the present state and situation of the
localities? N ‘

6. At how much do you estimate the cost to be incurred for these works?
Will you furnish a statement thercof in detail, as near as it is in your power to
do at present?

7. Do you think that these works would in any way obstruct the navigation
of the River and the passage of rafts? Will you explain the reasons on which you
found your opinion? ‘

MINUTES OF THE EVIDENCE.

By, Turcotte, one of the Members of the Committee, examined : ‘
Answer to the Question No. 1.—J. E. Turcotte, of Three Rivers, Advocate,
44 years of age. ‘ N
Answer to Question No. 2.—1 have a particular knowledge of the accumula-
tions of ice (digues) which are formed, in spring, at the head of the Richelien
Rapids, as I was bom and brought up in the Parish of Gentilly, which is
frequently inundated by such digues. These digues are formed every two' or
three years. One was formed in the spring of 1843, which lasted fifteen days.
There had been another in the spring of 1836 ; the River was obstructed by it until
the 11th or 12th of May. There was another in 1838 which lasted thirteen or fif-
tcen days. There were others in 1846 and 1847 which lasted seven or eight - .
days ; and, finally, another in 1850, which lasted eight days. All these accumu-' . .
lations of ice (digues) are generally formed at the head of the Richelieu Rapids, -
and sometimes, but more rarely, at the Sault of the Chaudiere. - OIS
They cause very considerable damage to agriculture in the Parishes of Gen- -~
tilly, Bécancour, S1. Grégoire, Nicolet, La Baie du Febvre, St. Frangois du Lac, "
Yamaska and Sorel, on the south side of the River,—as well as to those of Ber- . -
thier, St. Cuthbert, St. Barthélemi, Maskinongé, River du Loup, Yamachiche,,
part of Pointe du Lac, the Banlieue and part of the Town of Three Rivers, Batis- ¢ °
can and Ste. Anne de la Pérade. These damages are occasioned by the waters ..
of the river inundating, during these accumulations’ of ice (digues), the above . .
mentioned parishes, and by their carrying away and destroying a great pait:of
the fences and bridges. . The ice coming from Lake St. Peter, and that from' the
battures of Gentilly and of Bécancour, stopped, as it is, by that which is heaped;
up at the head of the Richelieu, enters on the low lands of the above meritioried,
parishes, and leaves deposits of sand and stones upon them which  entirely ru
the meadows, and very often destroy even the barns, houses and other building
o R o “BH" oo . -

- L T
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The cultivation of the lands inundated, as above stated, is retarded for a very ™'
long time, and often rendered altogether impossible. The roads also become ims . -
passable, becsuse they are inundated as well as the lands. It is not very unusual

~ to see the mails conveyed in canoes in various parts of the above mentioned
parishes. These parishes lie in six different counties. ‘ =

Answer o Question No. 3.—The digues or accumulations of ice, which are
- complained of, are generally caused, during the winter, by the ice from the .
battures of Grondines, or by that from St. Anne de la Pérade, or some-
times even by that from St. Pierre les Becquets, which ice, being raised up by
some high tide, and shaken by a strong east wind, detaches itself from the shore .
when it is strong and about three feet in thickness, and is stopped in the narrow
passage formed by the rapid called Richelieu. This rapid is entirely blocked up-
by it; then the ice which is formed for a distance of nearly 40 miles, thatisto
- say, from Ste. Anne as far as Lake St. Peter, comes down, is broken up and stops - ..
on that which is stationary at the entrance of the Richelieu, and obstructs the pas-.*
sage of the waters; these latter then rise, penetrate through and congeal with the -
ice stopped as above described, and form the compact mass of ice called a digue.

It may be conceived that apart {rom the damage caused to agriculture, as I have
already said, commerce is considerably retarded by the delay which the ice, thus
accumulated, occasions to the opening of the navigation. These delays vary
from eight to fifteen days; and the produce coming {rom Upper Canada is de-
tained at Montreal during the same space of time. ‘ :

The accumulations of ice and digues which 1 have just mentioned, have also
the effect of delaying the breaking up of the ice in Lake St. Peter, by ncutralising
the effect of the little current which there may be in the Lake.

Answer to Question No. 4.—1I believe it is quite possible to prevent the for-
mation of these accumulations olice or digues, and the way is to anticipate their
causes; and if the causes indicated in the preceding answer are the true
ones, as there is no doubt they are, it is merely necessary to construct two or three
piers in the River, placed so as to stop the ice at the distance of some miles above
the Richelieu. The ice thus stopped would prevent that. from the batlures =
of which I have spoken in the preceding answer, from detaching itself and
obstructing the entrance of the Richelieu. By means of such piers arresting the
ice from Lake St. Peter, it might happen that even the ice from the battures of
Grondines, if it were lower down than the piers, would detach itself from the
. shore without causing the dégues which are complained of ; for the entrance to .
the Richelieu would then be barred by only a single sheet of ice which could not -
cause a digue, as the ice coming from above and from the Lake would be stopped
by the piers. : .

y Avlz)swer to Question No. 5.—1 was for some time of opinion that the piers "'
should be constructed at the place called the Cap & la Roche; but experience - .
and a visit to the locality this spring, have convinced me that the most fitting '
situation, is the spot called Levrard, at about two miles above Cap & la Roche *
and six miles from the entrance of the Richelieu. Ileave ittonavigators to explain "

in detail the circumstances and nature of the localities. ,
- Answer to Question No. 6.—The probable cost of two piers of 50 feet
square and of 12 or 15 feet in height might be from twelve to fifteen hundred
pounds, the stone being near at hand. B
Answer to Question No. 7.—These works would not in any way be prejudi
cial to navigation or to the descent of rafts, because the channel would, in ne,
wise, be obstructed by them. »The piers in any case having to be constructed oi
- the edge of the chanrel, at one side, and at the other on battures or pouilliers;
“where ships never pass, and which do not lie in the ordinary channel. .
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The piers should be sufficiently high, about 3feet above the water, in‘ order .
to stop the ice in the fall, when the waters are low, and to allow the 'ice to pass. .
over them at the time ofits breaking up and during the high'waters in the springs "
Mr. Edouard Normand called in and exanfined: ‘ AL S
Answer to Question No. 1.—Edouard Normand, of the Parish of Cap de 1d
Magdeleine, builder of bridges and yeoman; 53 years of age, ‘ SR L
Answer to Question No, 2.—1 have a perfect knowledge of the accumulations S
of ice which are formed in spring at the head of the Richelieu rapids, having. =~
frequently travelled in the spring of the year between Quebec and Capde'la
Magdeleine, and having seen the inundations, from which I have myself suffered, . -
which are caused by these accumulations of ice, forming what is called the digue..
This digue takes place every two or three years, it lasts 7 or 8 days; when. it is
small ; and from fifteen days to three weeks, when it is large. There were very S
large ones in 1836, 1843 and 1846. These digues are formed at the head '
of the Richelieu Rapids, and sometimes at'the Sault de la Chaudiére. They cause .
very considerable damage to agriculture in the Parishes of Gentilly, Bécancour;
St. Grégoire, Nicolet, La Baic du Fébvre, St. Frangois du Lac, Yamaska and "
Sorel on the south side of the River, and of Berthier, St. Cuthbert, St. Barthe- - .
lemi, Maskinongé, Riviére du Loup, Yamachiche, part of the Pointe du Lac, . '
the Banlieu and part of the Town of Three-Rivers, Batiscan and St. Anne de la.
Pérade ; these Parishes being in six different Counties. 'This damage ‘consists
in the waters of the River inundating, during the digues, part or the above .
named parishes, and carrying away or destroying a great part of the fences and ",
bridges. The ice coming from Lake St. Peter and that from the battures-of .
Bécancour and of Gentilly stopped as it is by that which is accumulated at the = "
head of the Richelien, enters upon the low lands of the above named parishes,
leaves deposits of sand and stones upon them, which entirely ruin the meadows- *
and very often destroy houses, barns and other buildings. The cultivation of the "
inundated lands is, for a long time, retarded and often rendered impossible. ' The .
roads become impassable because they are inundated as well as the lands, and it . -
is not unusual to see the mails carried in canoes in different parts of these.
parishes. ‘ L e
Answer to Question No. 3.—The accumulations of ice are formed during.the -
winter, by the ice from the battures of Grondines, or from those of St. Annedeé:la: -
Pérade or of St. Pierre les Becquets and Gentilly, 'The high tides, ‘assisted by
a strong east wind, cause this ice to become detached from the shore when it 18
strong and two or three feet in thickness; it is then arrested in the: narrow past
sage of the Richelieu rapids, whereby the latter becomes obstructed. The' ice,
formed from Lake St: Peter to St. Anne de la Pérade, a distance of 40 miles;:dess

cends and is broken up and stopped on that which is stationary at the entrance o
the Richelien, and which obstructs the passage of its waters; this becomescofi:
gealed with the ice which is stationary, as I have already said, and: thus: is:fofi

ed the compact mass of icé which is called the digue. Apart from. the damiag
caused to agriculture, as I have already said, commerce is considérably imped
by the delay which the ice thus accumulated: occasions to the opehing.¢
navigation. This delay varies from eight days to three weeks; and the:prodii
coming from Upper Canada and the District of Montreal is detained at' Mot
during the same space of time. ‘These digues have also the effect of ref:
the breaking up of the ice of Lake St. Peter by stopping the little cuirent!
there may be in the Lake. The accumulations of ice in.question catise'the
to flow back to the’ upper part of the Parish of Berthier.’ S
‘ Answer-to Question No. 4—1I believe itis quite possible'to.ptevent
tion of the. acenmulations’ of ice; by doing away with the catise whi
- indicated in-my preceding answer, Itismerely necessary to'cofstructithiet

-
T
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piers in the River, at some distance below the Richelicu ; the ice would stop on
"these piers and would prevent that from the baftures, of which I have spoken in
my last answer, from detaching itself and blocking up the mouth of the Riche-
lien. By means of such piers which would stop the ice coming from Lake St,
Peter and even that coming from higher up, il might happen that the ice from the
batture of Grondines, if it were below the piers, might be able to detach iiself
from the shore, but it would not cause any digue, for then the entrance of the Riche-
- lien would be barred only by a single sheet of ice, the ice coming from above and
from the Lake being stopped by the piers. ,
Answer to Question No. 5.—I think the Piers should be placed at the spot
called Levrard, between the parishes of St. Pierre les Beequets and St. Jean des
Chaillons, opposite the River St. Anne, on the north, at about nine miles from
the head of the Richelieu Rapids. The channel at this spot, is not more than five - |
or six arpents in width, and vessels, and even loaded balecux and barges cannot = -
‘pass elsewhere without incurring the risk of running aground and even of going -
to pieces ; rafts in tow do not pass anywhere else, and even those which are
not towed, cannot pass elsewhere without being in danger of running aground.
During the low waters there is not more than four or five feet of water on each . -
side of the channel, and it is perfectly casy to place a pier on cach side of the
channel, and two others opposite, nearer the shore of St. Anne de la Pérade. The
‘two near the channel, should be larger than the others, and should be fifty feet -
square, or forty feet by sixty. The ground on which they would rest is firm and .
solid, and the timber and stone necessary for these works can easily be procured '~
in the neighbourhood. o
‘ Answer to Question No. 6.—I have not made any caleulation, but I believe
that the cost of the two piers near the channel would not exceed one thousand
or'twelve hundred pounds, and in proportion for the two others, which would
be much smaller. The piers near the channel, should be eight or nine feet in
height, and the others six or scven feet.

- Answer to Question No.7.—These piers could not in any way be prejudicial
to navigation or to the descent of ralls of timber, because the channel would not
in any way be obstructed by them. I beg to refer to my answer to the fifth ques-
tion, and I add that the piers should be about three feet above the level of the
water, in order that they may be cepable of arresting the ice in the fall, when
the waters are low and the ice is forming, and so thal they may allow the ice to
pass over them at the time of its brealking up during the high waters of the spring.

M. Grégoire Courlois, called in and examined : s

Answer to question No. 1.—Grégoire Courtois, of the parish of Gentilly, -
navigator and yeoman, thirty-one years of age, ‘ S
Answer to Question No. 2.—I1 have navigated the River between Quebee and

- Montreal for the last twenty-two years, having commenced at the age of nine
years, and 1 command my own vessel. T have a perfect knowledge of the accu-
mulations of ice which are formed dwning the spring; and even during the win-
ter, at the head of the Richelicu Rapids, and I have acquired this knowledge from
being a navigator, and fiom having passed all the winters and a part of the
~autumns and springs at Gentilly, where 1 was born.  These accumulations .of'
~ice form what is called the digue, and this digue forms every two or three years ;'
“it lasts seven or eight days when it is small, and fifteen days or three weeks' .
when it is large, There were very large ones in 1836, 1843, and 1846. 'The:

- .digue is formed at the head of the Richelien Rapids, and even at the Sault de I
~Chauditre. These digues occasion very considerable damage to agriculture i
- the parishes of Gentilly, Bécancour, St. Grégoire, Nicolet, La Baie du Febvre
* 8t: Frangois du Lac, Yamaska and Sorel, on the south side of the river, agwell:
a8 in those of Berthier, Cuthbert, St. Barthélemi, Maskinongé, River du Louipy




~that from the battures, of which T have spoken in my preceding answery.
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- channel, should be of larger dimensions than the others, and I'thitk/

[N

Yamachiche, a part of Pointe du Lac, in the banlieu and part of the Town
Three Rivers, Batiscan and St. Anne de la Pérade ; these parishes being  insix,
different counties. The waters of the River inundate part of the above h%iﬁ’igfl?_
parishes, during the digues, and cary away or destroy the fences and the bridges!’
The ice which comes from Lake St. Peter and from the batture of Bécancour,
and of Gentilly, being stopped by that which is accumulaled at the head of ‘the'
Richelien, extends over the low lands near the River, in the above-named:
parishes, and leaves deposits of stones and sand upon them which ruin the me
dows, and it often throws down houses, barns, and other buildings : the land
are overflowed and cultivation is thercby long retarded, and sometimes.eve.
rendered impracticable ; the roads as well as the lands, are overflowed and’
become impassable, and frequently the mails are carried in canoss through'’
many of these parishes ; thence arise the damages of which I have spoken., M
own land is overflowed by these digues. : Lo
Answer to Question No. 3.—The digue is generally formed during ‘winter;
by the ice from the battures of Grondines, and from those of Ste. Anne de; 13
Pérade, or cven from. those of St. Pierre les Becquets and of Gentilly. - "When
the spring tides take place, and when it blows strong from the north east, this
icc detaches itself from the banks, when it is two or three feet in.thickness
and is stopped at the head of the Richelien Rapids, thereby obstructing its pas-
sage. The ice of Lake St. Peter, as far as St. Anne de la Pérade, a, di
tance of about forty miles, becomes broken up and is stopped by that which
isalready fixed at the entrance of the Richelicu, it becomes congealed togethérand
forms the accumulation, which is called the dégue: in this state it blocks up’the
passage of the ‘waters. Commerce is considerably impeded by the delay which
these accumulations of ice cause to the opening of the navigation: this. delay; s
varies from cight days to three wecks, and the produce coming from the dis-;
trict of Montreal, as well as from Upper Canada and destined for Quebee;is
retained at Montreal during the same space of time. These accumulations:o!
ice cause the water to flow back as far as above the parish of Berthier, dhid:,
delay the breaking up of the ice of Lake St. Peter, by stopping the little currént *':
there is in this Lake. ‘ ‘ ‘ Co
Answer to Question No. 4.—1 believe that it is easy o prevent these:ds
by constructing three or four piers in the river, about nine miles abo
head of the Richelieu Rapids. The ice would stop on these piers and prev

becoming detached and from blocking up the entrance of the Richelie
means of such picrs stopping the ice coming from above, it might ha
that the ice from the battures of Grondines, if below the piers, would:
itself from the shore, but it could not cause any digues, inasmuch’ ag;
entrance of the Richelien would be barred only by a single sheet of icej"1
coming from above there being stopped by the piers. R

Answer to Question No. 5.—I am of opinion that the piers of which
spoken should be placed at the spot called Levrard, between the parishe
Jean les Chaillons and St. Pierre les Becquets, and opposite the River: S
to the north, In this place, the channel is not more than 5 or 6 arpents in
and ships, or even loaded bateaux and barges cannot pass elsewhere,

. &

being exposed to go to pieces on the rocks: timber rafts in tow
pass any where else, and even those which are not in tow cannot 'p
where without incurring the risk of running aground. There i$111fdf¢*fﬁ"
four or five feet of water on each side of the channel at low wate o
easy to place a pier on each side of this channel, and two otheis ncar b

s nearly onife

'same line, towards the shore of St. Anne de la Pérade. The’ twor nakt:
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should be about 50 feet équareﬁ I think that 30 feet square would be sufﬁcién’t |

- for the others. Iknow the ground on which they would rest; this ground is

firm ‘and solid, and I believe that the timber and stonc necessary to construct . *

these works might easily be procured in the neighborhood. L C

- Answer to Question No, 5.—I am not sufliciently experienced in works of .

this nature to know what they would cost. ‘ o
Answer to Question No. 6—Professional men can make this estimate.

- Answer to Question No, 7.—Thesc piers could not, in any way, impede the
navigation or the descent of timber rafts, inasmuch as the channel would not be .
in any way obstructed. I refer moreover to my answer to the 5th question,
The piers should be about three feet above the water in order to stop the ice in
the fall of the year when it is formed, or when it becomes detached and the
waters are low, and in order to allow the ice to pass over them during the high .-*
waters of the spring at the time of the breaking up of the ice,

Adjourned till to-morrow at 94 A, M.

CommirrEE Room, No. 3.
Fripav, 29th April, 1854,

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Mr. PorertE, Chairman,
Mr. Fortigr,

Mr. Dumovriw,

Mr., TurcorTE,

A certificate having been handed to the Chairman for the appearance of
Théodule Foisy, as a witness, ordered that a summons do issuc, and that he be
notified accordingly for the 2nd May next.

The examination of witnesses was continued as follows :

Louis Guillet, Esquire, called in and examined.

Answer (o Question No. 1.—Louis Guillet, of the parish of St. Francois-
Xavier of Batiscan, Notary Public and yeoman ; sixty-five years of age. ‘

Answer to Question No 2.—1 was born in the the said parish, about 5 leagues
above the head of the Richclieu Rapids, and I have always resided there since. .
Accumulations of icc arc formed almost every year at the head of the Richelieu

- Rapids, but not always sufficiently large to delay navigation and to cause dam-
age. These accumulations of ice form what is called the ¢ digue,” and every,
four or five years this digue is large. We have often had it two years in suc--
dession. Italso happens that it becomes very large and lasts from fifteen days to
three weeks, as in 1846, 1848, and in 1850 : at other times it lasts from 7 to 8
days. It is well known that it causes damage in the low parishes from,
St. Anne to Berthier on the north side, and from™ Gentilly to Sorel, inclusively,
on the south side. ‘ h

These damages arc caused by the inundations upon the low lands of these
parishes, near the river, the waters carrying away and destroying a great part of
fénces and bridges. The ice coming from Lake St. Peter and from lower down;
finding itself stopped by what is accumulated at the head of the Richelieu;
enters upon the low lands and leaves upon them deposits of sand and stones:
‘which ruin the meadows, and often destroys houses, barns and other buildin

. The waler also camies upon the lands timber and drilt substances; all this!

-+ causes considerable delay to the cultivation of the lands and sometimes renders.i

impossible. The roads are inundated as well as the lands and become impass-
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able; so that the mail cadrriers are obliged to carry the mails in canoes in differs
ent parts of the parishes. These digues have also the effect of retarding :the
opening of the navigation during 8 or 15 days. This greatly impedes commerce, -
and prevents, during that time, the produce from the District of Montreal and
that gom Upper Canada from being despatched to Quebee, such produce being,
" detained in Montreal. ‘ BEEAT A
- Answer to Question No. 3.—The digues or accumulations of ice are caused,.’
during the winter, by the ice from the battures of Grondines or by that from StJ"
Anne de la Pérade or that from St. Pierre les Becquets, and Gentilly, which, being
raised by the high tides with the assistance of a strong wind becomes detached "
from the shore when it is thick, and is stopped at the head of the Richelieu Rapi
and blocks it up; then the ice extending down from Lake St. Peter, for a distance’o
about 40 miles, becomesbroken up, and is stopped at the entrance of the Richelieir;
The ice at the latter place then rises, becomes congealed with that which
already stopped, and forms a compact mass, which is called the digue.: it alse
happens that these heaps of ice are formed in the same place in spring. and
produce the same effects, This digue causes the water to flow back as far as
the upper part of the parish of Berthier, and has also the effect of delaying the
breaking up of the ice in Lake St. Peter, by preventing the effect of the little.current
~which there is in the Lake. As to the effect produced by these digues I referto’
my preceding answer, ‘ Co
Answer to Question No. 4.—1 think it is easy to prevent these digues by
constructing four piers in- the river, placing them so as to stop the ice at.
about 9 miles above the head of the Richelieu, that isto say opposite Levrard,
between the parishes of St. Pierre les Becquets and St. Jean les Chaillons, and, -,
opposite the River St. Anne de la Pérade on the north. The ice being thus -
stopped would prevent that from the battures, of which I have spoken in my pre-.
ceding answer, from obstructing the entrance of the Richelieu. In case the ice
from the bafture of Grondines, if it should happen to be below the piers, became
detached from the shore, it would not cause any digue, for the entrance of the
Richelicu would then be barred only by a single sheet of ice, because . the ice;
coming from above would be stopped by the piers. T
Answer to Question No. 5.—1 refer o my preceding answer. As to the corid
tion and circumstances of the localitics, I leave that to be explained by navigator:
Answer lo Question No. 6.—Professional men are better qualified than myx
self to make this estimate. ‘ : A
Answer to Question No. 1.—1I do not think that the piers of which I ha
spoken could in any way impede the navigaticn, or the descent of, timber rafl
A pier should be constructed on each side of the channel, in order to'leave;
petfectly free, and the two others should be built nearly opposite, towards
shore of the Ste. Anne La Pérade. By having these piers three feet out of w4
when the waters are low in autumn, the ice would be then formed highe
would remain there, and would pass over them during the high waters of ‘spr:
at ilie time of the breaking up of the ice. The piers thus constructed
gl:oduce the effect which I have just mentioned, and would infallibly prevent
igues. ‘ ‘ .,
My, Zéphirin Boudreaw called in and examined : .
Answer to Question No. 1.—Zéphirin Boudreau, of the Town of
Rivers, Branch Pilot ; 51 years of age. ~ o
Answer to Question No. 2.—1I have followed the profession of branch,;
~for and above the harhorof Quebec for the last 28 years, and I am well acg
with the River St. Lawrence from Quebec to Montreal. I bave a per
ledge of the accumulations of ice called digues, which are formed in
the head of the Richelien Rapids. 'These digues are formed every t%
\ .
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- ice from the bailures des Grondines, if it should be below the piers, would detach’

)
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years, and last generally from scven to eight days during the spring ; very large -
ones. were formed in 1836, 1843, and 1850, which lasted a fortuight, '
These digues impede commerce, by delaying the opening of the navigation, and’ -
preventing the produce of the District of Montreal, as well as that of Upper
Canada, from going down to Quebee during the time they last. They cause also
great damage to agriculture upon the low lands bordering on the River,

in the Parishes of Gentilly, Bécancour, St. Grégoire, Nicolet, La Baie du-
Febvre, St. Frangois du Lac, Yamaska and Sorel, on the south side of the River, -
as well as upon those of Berthier, St. Cuthbert, St. Barthélemi, Maskinongé,

“River du Loup, Yamachiche, part of the Pointe du Lae, the Banlieu and part

of the Town of Three Rivers, Batiscan, and Ste. Aunc de la Pérade. This
damage is caused by the waters of the River overflowing during these digues the
above-mentioned parishes, and carrying away and destroying a great portion of
the fences and bridges. The ice coming from Lake St. Peter and from the
battures lower down, being stopped by that which is accumulated at the head of " *
the Richelieu, enters upon the low lands of the above-named parishes, and leaves

“deposits of sand and stones upon them, which ruin the meadows, and often

destroy houses, barng, and other buildings ; the cultivation of the overflowed -
lands is for a very long time delayed, and frequently rendered impossible; the -
roads become impassable, because they are inundated as well as the lands, and .
we frequently sce the mails conveyed in canoes in different parts of these parishes,
Answer to question No. 3—The. dignes of which I have spoken are caused -
during the winter by the ice from the ballures of Grondines, or by that from Ste.
Anne de la Pérade, or sometimes by that of St Pierre les Beeguets, and from
Gentilly. This ice, being raised by the spring tides, aided by a strong wind,
detaches itself from the shorc when it is two or three feet in thickness, becomes
stopped at the head of the Richelicu Rapids, and obstruct it 3 then the ice which
is formed from Lake St. Poter downwards for a distance of about 40 niles,
becomes broken and descends, and is stopped on that which is fixed at the entrance

- of the Richelicu; it is congealed together, and forms the compact mass which is

called the digue. The diguc causes the water toflow back as faras the upper part
of the Parish of Berthier, and has also the eflect of retarding the breaking up of

~ the ice in Lake St. Peter by doing away with the little current which the Lake

would have. As to the effects produced by the digue, I refer to my preceding
answer.

Answer to Question No. 4,—1 feel persuaded that it would be easy to prevent
the formation of these digues by constructing four piers in the River, about nine
miles above the head of the Richelieu, at the place called Levrard, between the
parishes of St. Pierre les Beequets and St. Jean les Chaillons, and opposite Ste.

Anne de la Pérade to the north. The ice would stop on these piers and:

prevent that from the batlures of which I have spoken in my preceding answer,. -
from detaching itself and blocking up the entrance of the Richelien. By means of
these piers stopping the ice which comes from above, it might happen that the

itself from the shore, but then it conld not cause any digue, as the entrarice of tlie
Richelieu would be barred ouly by this ice, that coming from above being stopped
by the piers. ‘ ‘
- Answer to Question No. 5.—In my preceding answer, I mentioned the place
where these piers should be placed. At Levrard, the channel is not five arpént

‘in-width, and loaded ships, batcaux and barges cannot pass elsewhere without, 33
_incurring the risk of going to pieces on the rocks; timber rafts in tow do not pas
~~any where else, and even those which are not in tow cannot pass elsewher

~“Writhout being exposed to run aground. The north side of this channel isfull’g
. rvéhqals and mounds of earth, and at certain places there are not even eight feet:

e

- “’
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water in depth near the channel during the low waters, At the place I have‘
indicated, the channel is so near the south-bank that I think all the pie 8’
should be on the north side of this channel, and opposite each other as much as-

ossible, extending towards the shore of Ste. Anne de la Pérade. The two placed
furthest out should be, I think, fifty feet square, and the other two about thlrty\
feet square. The ground on which these piers would be placed is rocky anq
firm, and I believe that the -timber and stone necessary for these Works mlgh

easily be found in the vicinity.

Answer to Question No. 6.—Professional men might make this estxmate more
easily than myself,—for I am mcapable of doing so.

Answer to Question No. 7.—No; these piers could not in any way 1mpede
navigation or the descent of timber 1afts for the channel would not be obstructed,
I refer moreover to my answer {o the 5th question. If the piers were about three .
feet above the water, that would be sufficient to stop the ice, in the fall.of thé"
year, when it is formmc7 or detaches itself and is floating down, the water’ bemg
low at that season; ‘and during the high waters of spring, at the time of the-
breaking up, the ice would easily passover them and “Hoat away throuo'h
the Richelieu without meeting with the least obstacle. | .

Adjourned to Monday next at 10 o’clock A, M,

Commrrree Room, No. 8.
Moxnpay, 2nd May, 1853.

MEMBERS PRESENT @

Mr. Porerre, Chairman, T
Mr. FoRrTIER, Coeeh
Mtr. TURCOTTE, ‘ ‘
Mz:. Josin,

Mr. Dumovrin,

Mr. Théodule Foisy, called in and examined : ,

Answer to Question No. 1.—Théodule Foisy, of Pomt Levi, Navigator, forty
years of age, .

Answer to Question No. 1.—I have navigated the River St. Lawrence fron
Montreal to below Quebec, for the last twenty—ﬁvo years, and for twen y
years I have conducted a steamboat employed in towing vessels and timbe)
rafts. I am perfectly well acquainted with the River between Quebec and Mo
treal, having had occasion besides 1o take timber-rafts in almost all parts of ‘th
River between these two Cities. I have a perfect knowledge of the accuriula
tions of ice which are formed in winter at the head of the Richelien Rapvds
having navigated early in the spring and late in the fall, and passed that plac
several times in winter. These accumulations of ice form the diguie
digue forms every two or three years and lasisabout a week ; now and then, the:
is a large digue formed which lasts from ten days to three ‘weeks.  Thei ¢ Were,
large ones in 1836, 1843, and 1850 ; I know that these digues cause much ai’x‘i“gi
age to ag r1culture, in the nelghbourhood of the River, on the low lan
parishes “of Gentilly, Bécancour, St. Grégoire, Nicolet, the Baie du Fe
Frangois du Lac, Yamaska, and Sorel, to the south of the nver,—-—and%t
Berthier, St. Cuthbert, St. Barthelémi, Maekmonge, River du Loup, Y:
part of Pointe du Lac, the Banlien and part of the Town of Three Ris
can, and St.  Anne de la Pérade. These damages are caused by the: Wi
the Rlver overflowing a part of the lands of these parlshes, can‘ymd way




part of the fences and bridges, and also depositing upon them timber and drift
substances. The ice coming from Lake St. Peter and that from the battures of
St. Anne de la Pérade, of Becancour, and of Gentilly, being stopped by by that
which is accumulated at the head of the Richelien, enters upon the low lands
of the above-named parishes, and leaves deposits of sand and sfones upon them.

which ruin the meadows and often destroy the houses, barns, and other buildings,
The cultivation of the overflowed lands is for a long time retarded and often ren-
dered impossible, the roads are flooded as well as the lands and it often happens
‘that the mails are conveyed in canoes, in dilferent parts of the parish, These .
digues have also the cffect of delaying the navigation eight or fifteen days; this - -
impedes trade and prevents, during the same space of time, the produce of the
' District of Montreal, and that of Upper Canada, from being conveyed to Quebee
as it is detained in Montreal. It also happens that ships from sca arriving at' .
Quebec before the departure of these accumulations at the Richelicu, are obliged
" to wait before being able to proceed up 1o Montreal. o o
Answer to Question. No. 3.—These digues are formed during the winter by’ -
the ice from the battures of Grondines or by that from St. Anne de la Pérade, or . ..
by that from St. Pierre les Becquets and Gentilly. The spring tides accompanis .
ed by a high wind cause this ice to become detached {rom the shore, when it- '
is two or three feet in thickness; it is then arrested in the passage of the Riche- .
lieu Rapids; the ice which is formed from Lake St. Peter downwards for a.
distance of about forty miles, bécomes broken up and is stopped on that which = ©
is stationary at the entrance of the Richelieu and obstructs the passage of the .
waters ; it bccomes congealed with that which is stationary, as I have already
said, and forms the compact mass called the digwe. Ihave mentioned in my
- preceding answer many of the effects produced by this digue, but there is yet
another which I must mention, it is the delay it causes to the breaking up of the
ice'in Lake St. Peter, by stopping the little curent there is in that Lake and caus-
-ing the water to flow back as far as above the parish of Berthier. o
Answer to Question No. 4.—1I believe it is casy to prevent the formation of
the accumulations of ice, by constructing three or fonr piers in the River at some
distance above the Richelieu: the ice would be stopped on these piers and
. prevent that from the datlures, of which Thave spoken in my preceding
answer, from detacliing itself and obstructing the entrance of the Richelica ; or
if ‘the ice of these batiures should become detached, it would descend and would
be arrested by the piers in questions. By means of such piers stopping the ice
it might happen that the ice of the baltures of the Grondines, if it should happen
to be below the piers, would detach itself from the sliore, bat it would not cause
. any digue, for the entrance of the Richelieu would then be barred only by a single
sheet of ice, that coming from above and from Lake St. Peter being stopped by
' the piers. ‘ AT
. PA'nswer to Queslion No. 5.—1 am of opinion that the piers should be placed ¥
"at the spot called Lévrard, between the parishes of St. Pierre les Chaillons and -
8t. Pierre les Becquets, oppositc the River St. Anne on the north, about ning
miiles higher up than the head of the Richelicu rapids. At this spot the channel .’
is not'more than four or five arpentsin width, and ships, or even loaded battea
and barges, cannot pass elsewhere without being exposed to run. aground'a’ﬁ‘d
even go to pieces. Rafts in tow do not pass anywhere else; and durjr',g.j
Tow waters those which are not towed, cannot pass elsewliere without running
thie risk of getting aground; during the low waters there arc not more than foify
or five feet water on each side of this channel; and it is perlectly easy to
place a pier on cach side of this channel, and two others opposite
towards. the shorc of St. Anne la Pérade. The two placed next to the chann®
" should be of larger size than the others, as they would Lave to bear more, and ']
P ‘ BRI £7 4N




they ‘should be about fifty feet square. Ithink the others should be about:tlii
feet square. 'The ground-on which the piers would be placed is rocky -and sol
“and I believe that the timber'and stone necessary for these works may easily'b
procured in the vicinity, ‘ . R
Answer to Question No. 6.—Not being a professional man, I do'not know.
what these works would cost. o ‘ S
Answer to Question No. 7.—These piers would not impede navigation or
descent of rafts,for the channel would not be in any way obstructed by them. Trefer -
moreover to my answer to the 5th question, These piers-might even be usefal '
for fastening rafls to, during north east and south winds, and I have oflen wish®'
ed while towing rafts, that such piers had been there in order to make:fhé -
rafts fast to them when the wind was high, for there are no means of anchoring .-
there with safety, These piers would be of great advantage for the descentof .
rafts, as I have just explained. The piers in question should be about 3 feet ouf |
of water, in order to stop the ice in the fall when it is forming, at the'time" the -
waters are low, and to allow the ice to pass over them at the time of thebreak:
ing up, when the water is high in the spring. Ifthe piers were built'in thi§
manner, the ice would easily pass over them and descend the Richelieu ' witho
meeting with the least obstacle. ! .
Adjourned till to morrow at 10 o’clock A, M. '

P
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Commrrree Room, No. 3,
Tuespay, 3rd May,
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MEMBERS PRESENT : ‘ v .t

'
\

Mr. Porerre, Chairman, AN
¢ FORTIER, :
¢“ TURCOTTE, a0
¢ Jomin. S

James Dickson, Esquire, called in and examined: B
Answer to Question No. 1.—James Dickson, of the Town of Three-Rivers; ..
Justice of the Peace and Merchant. ‘ ‘ R
Answer to Question No. 2.—I have lived in Three Rivers for the last'35;
years, and have occupied my mind in taking information from different per
on the subject of this enquiry. : ‘ . T
I have a knowledge that masses of ice accumulate at the head of the Riche,
lieu Rapids, about the month of Fcbruary generally, and form what we call
digue in the spring. These masses have the effect of obstructing the natural-pa
gage of the Richeliew, so that the walter rises progressively and overflows-the fol-
lowing Parishes, namely, Gentilly, Bécaneour, 8t. Grégoire, Nicolet, La'Baie di
Febvre, St. Frangois du Lac, Yamaska and Sorel on the south side ; and on th
north side, the Parishes of Berthier, St. Cuthbert, St. Barthélemi, Maskinongé
Riviere du Loup, Yamachiche, Pointe du Lac, la Banlieue and part of the To¥
of Three Rivers, the lower part of Champlain, Batiscan and Ste. Anne la Péradeé
also a part of Grondines. . C
The inhabitants of the islands about Sorel suffer during the existence of thes
digues, being obliged to live with their cattle in the upper part of their stable
also happens in many of the above parishes. ' The digue causes damages byca
ing away bridges and fences ; many inhabitants are obliged annually,in autu
remove the whole of their fencing and lay it in piles to prevent it being carried
by the high waters caused by the digue. The high waters cause a gteat d




~ injury to-meadows by depositing sand and stones. I have seen places where the "
farmers could not sow their lands on account of the water covering them, I recol-
lect that there were digues in 1823, 1836, 1843 and 1850 which lasted between
‘ten and 15 days, They are injurious also to trade and commerce in retarding '

_the opening of the navigation; and the produce from the District of Montreal as

- well as from Upper Canada is stopped in Montreal until the channel is clear in the -
Richelieu. : ‘

Answer to Question No. 3.—The ice formed in the Bays of Grondines, Ste.
Anne, St. Pierre and Gentilly, remains frequently between two and three feetthick;
about the end of January, or early in the month of February, during the high
tides, accompanied with a north east wind, one or the other of these battures is
carried off and blocks up the channel above the Richelieu, and there it remains.
The floating ice on Lake St. Peter, together with the tide flowing over this ice,
forms/a mass of icc in some instances as much as thirty feet thick. These masses’ ¥
of ice cause the water to overflow as far back as the Parishes of Berthier. The -
other part of the question is already answered. ‘

Answer to Question No. 4.—1I think it quite practicable to prevent the forma-"
tion of these masses of ice, because there is a batturc opposite the Town of Three -
Rivers on which the icc took early every winter, and continued till spring; but o

in the years 1824 and 1825 there was a quantity of stones removed from that baf-"}
ture to fill up the wharves at Three Rivers, and, in"1835, a wharf was built at
Port St. Francis, projecting into the River about 200 feet, on which the ice has ;g
invariably taken every year since it was constructed. The proper means of pre- 4.
venting these digues would be to erect three or more piers at a certain distance
above the head of the Richelieu Rapids. o
"~ Answer to Question No. 5.—I think the proper place to construct the piers
would be somewhere opposite the Parish of Grondines, but not higher up the *
- River than opposite the River St. Ann’s, which would cause the ice to take early "7
in the month of December, when the ice is thin, which would leave the natural M
current open and effectually prevent digues. etc. .
- Answer to Question No. 6.—I am not sufficiently acquainted with the locality -
to enable me to state the probable cost of the piers, : v
Answer to Question No.'7.—1 do not think that these works would obstruct. . -
the navigation or the passage of rafts, because it is not necessary to erect any of -
the piers in the chanuel of the River, but on the baltures, on each side of the chan- ™
nel, ata sufficient distance apart from each of them to admit of two or three large
rafts passing almost between them. : .
The picrs should not be higher than two or three feet above the ordinary high *
water in the fall of the year, which would have the effect of stopping the ice, and’
the River from rising usually from four to six feet previous to the ice going away"
- inthe spring,and in the spring the ice would pass over the piers without the .
* least difficulty.
‘ Adjourned to the call of the Chair. ‘
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Commirree Room No, 3. ‘
Monxbpay, 30th May, 1853,

MEMBERS PRESENT :

Mr. PorerTE, Chairman.
'Mr. DumovrLin., .

Mr. McDoueaLw.

Mr. ForTIER.

Mr. Jonin. ‘

The Hon. Mr. Josepk Dionne, called in -and «xamined : ‘ ‘

Answer to question No. 1.—Joseph Dionne, of St. Pierre les Becquets,
Member of the Legislative Council ; 65 years of age. ‘ ‘ :

Answer to question No, 2.—1I have a peffect knowledge of the accumulations
of ice which are formed at the head of the Richelicu Rapids. These accumula-

" tions are caused by the ice from the dattures above the said rapids, which, form--

ing early in the fall, becomes very thick and detaches itself during the spring

tides or high .winds and accumulates at the head of the Richelieu and forms
masses of ice which are called digues, and it is these digues which cause such

considerable damage to all the parishes along the River, in the District of Three- . =

Rivers, with the exception of the parishes of St. Pierre les Becquets and Cap de
la Magdeleine, and also as far as the parishes of Sorel and Berthier. These

damages are injurious to agriculture, frequently.occasion the loss of wood, of .-

fences, cattle, and even of real estate, besides being very prejudicial to health,

‘These damages continue from 10 .to 12 days and during all this time the farmers

are unablz to attend to their business. I-am of opinion that if there were piers
above the Richelieu Rapids to stop the ice, they would have the effect of prevent-
ing these digues from forming. The piers should be placed at or near the spot
called Levrard, situate between the parishes of St. Pierre les Becquets and St..

Jean les Chaillons. I do not think that these piers would cost very much, inas- i
much as the materials (timber and stone) would be near at hand. I am also of

opinion that these piers would cause an ice bridge to form at an earlier period,
which would be of benefit to all these parishes, and facilitate all commu-
nication and consequently be favorable to trade and industry. I think it would
also cause the ice to break up earlier in the spring. .
In answer to the questions Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, I refer to my preceding answer,
I will only add that I have resided, for the last 40 years, at about three leagues -
above the head of the Richelieu, and have had occasion to witness the damage
caused by these digues. ‘
Adjourned to the call of the Chair.

—————

Commrrree Room No. 8,
Moxbpay, 13th June, 1858,

MEMBERS PRESENT :

Mr. PorerTE, Chairman.
Mr. Dumovrin. ‘
Mr. Jomin,
Mr. ForTiER. :
The Chairman laid before the Committee a draft of a Report, which was
read was approved of. ‘
~ Ordered that the Chairman do report. :
ALFRED TODD, :
Clerk of the Committee.. - -
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|16 Victorie. . Appendix (M.M M. M) - A1853,

To AN ADDRESS of the Honbrable the Legisiative Assembly of the 9th day o ;
of November, 1852, respecting the improvements made on' the

Ottawa River -and its Tributaries, by private enterprize in connection o
‘with the Timber Trade, | ‘

A. N, MORIN,

Secretary,
Secretary’s Office,
Quebec, 28th May, 1853.

N

QuEBEc, 24th May, 1858.

S1r,—I have . the honor of submitting herewith a Return of Expenditure by
rivate Individuals on Improvements to facilitate the descent of Timber,-and in ,
Saw Mills, on the Ottawa and' its Tributaries, as required by Resolution of the - .
Legislative Assembly. o ‘ ‘ C e
This Return can only be considered as an approximation. There are several
parties from whom no information has been obtained as to their improvements, and. o
others whose statements are deficient and imperfect.—Some have, no doubt, over- '
estimated their expenditure, and others have not been able to give. theirs fully,
from not having kept separate account of it in their business. For these reasons ~ .
this Return may not afford a very correct.comparison of the expenditure bythe =
pattics, or of the present value of their Saw Mills, but the total may be considered "
as being rather under than over the rcal amount of expenditure in Impljoveméﬁ'ﬁ Ve

and Saw Mills taken together.

The amount of expenditure exibited for Improvements for the descent of . :
Timber is £151,847 7s., and for Saw Mills £179,876 5s. 8d., in all £331,723
125.3(1. ‘ ) ' ' Hv“x“ 5

The expenditure of parties in making farms in connection with lumbering
establishments is not included in this Return, as it would be difficult to daw a line' - -
of distinction between them and ordinary farms. The expenditure for lumbering. /"
%rms, if ascertained, would probably make an addition, to the above amount;of =

25,0000 ' o =

In explanation of the nature and importance of Improvements for the d'e‘s“c'é;"i;i: R

AR
a

of Timber, I beg to refer to the Appendices ackompanying this Return, especially
to the letter of Messrs. J. Egan & Co., (Appendix H.), in which the very beneficial
effect of lumbering establishments in the encouragement of Agriculture in the -

Ottawa Country is briefly and conclusively exhibited. : A

I have the honor to be, ‘ o
With great respect, Sir, : Co
Your very obedient servant, e

A. J. RUSSELL

The Honorable ‘ ‘
' The'Commissionér of Crown Lands.-

P oL PR - , Lo ™
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A. 1859,

RECAPITULATION of Expenditure, by private Individuals, in Improvements to facili- |

tate the descent of

Parties by whom the Improvements were made,
or are now owned.

Slides, Dams,
Booms, &e.

Cost,

Saw Mills,

No.

Cost.

Timber, and in Saw Mills, on the Ottawa and its Tributaries.

Total
by each Party., - -

Browne, D. T\ wiverveerirreniesienien soreruereerescenses
Burritt, Stephen vooviviviiiininniinirnisieeeoionnn
Bowman, Baxter couueeue-verivererersereeessiernerrereenss
Bryson, Dickson, and others........cveeeerens

Byers, Wm. oooeevinienss
Bellows, C. S.
Brizard, L. ....
Cooke, Avvvriisnericnrenierennens
"Coutlée, L. M,....
Cameron, J. A,
Conroy, Rucevvuniiinnienieninicennns o
Corcoran, Thos. wicevvaieenrrnreeens
Carmichael, H..ovvveeievisnrenninnnnn
Carmichael and others. .......cciveveierinerinniinnnen,
Dunning, G. G. ....-
Daniel and Babcock, ..
Egan, 3. & Couet vovvinneriviismmennnnesiissiniinionenne
GlmMOUr & COuvereriseirersirnnsnirersessaseassresenes
Hageart, J. v ivviviiinnnenninneerneessninoineesnenes
Hamilton Brothers ... ........
McDonell, A. R. vecvvvarnnnens
McCaul, A. and J. voieverreriennns
MeArthur, A, vveen veveninieeiieninee
MceDonell, A, coovvineeniniiinnns oo
McKay, Hon, Thos.eueeierennnee
McNab, B. and C. .......
Morris, Wm. .eoveeeeanns
Mair, H. and J. .....
MecArthur, Don’d...
McMartin, P, vevrerseenes -
McCrea, Gerrard  vuvvieeeiiveinnnnsiosieiereresnenees o
McGoey, Thos. (now owned by G. B. Hall) ......
Poupore, J. B.ivvverririrsiiiinnnics srenruirnesssssnans
Perking, J. ...ouiees
Ritchey, A, M ...
Radford, Wm ...
Robertson, P. ...eev.. .
‘Russell, AUSHN  veererveennusirirersssssressosonesenresses
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16 ‘Virct_oria:. ‘ Ap‘pendix“ (M. M. ,M‘ M) A 1853‘ |

A J. Russell, Esquire,

AYLMER, OTTAWA,
14th February, 1851,

Surveyor of Crown Timber Licenses,
Bytown.

- SiB,—In compliance with your circular of the 2nd instant, asking for state-
ments shewing the improvements made by us, and in conncction with others, on
the Ottawa ang its tributaries for lumbering purposes, we herewith enclose you the
accompanying Documents made out as accurately as possible, which will afford you
all the information in our power.

. We have expended on the Quio and Bonnechére Rivers, in Saw Mills, to the-
amount of five thousand and fifty-one pounds five shijllings and three pence cur-
rency.—(£5051 5s. 8d.) o

. On the following Tributarics we have constructed sixteen thousand seven hun-
dred and nine feet (16709 feet) of dams, piers, slides, &c. The average height of
Dams, about nine feet, made of solid square timber and log work, on the most

- approved system. The slides are all of square timber and planked 4} inch sawn
stuff. The cost of which, including blasting and various expenses in clearing the

streams, amounts to twenty-five thousand scven hundred and seventy-five pounds
two shillings and six pence currency, (£25775 2s. 6d.) as per following statements:

. Quio—As per Appendix A, Mill Dams, Slides, Aprons, £ s
‘ &Cipriennniireiiinis canes e e 3408 feet. 3246 13 2
- Little Bonnechére—Appendix B. The plan of this and
- shewing the levels herewith, in order to give
o some idea of the magnitude of the work, ....... 6019 <« 8162 12
Mouth of the Little Bonnechére—In comiection with others . 350 0
York Branch—Appendix E. In dams, slides, piers, &e., 995 ¢ 1358 16
- Opiongo .River--}gppendix E, . erereeteeeeetaaaaenee 356 ¢« 1450 5

©wo=a

Madawaska River—In connection with others, reference
to Public Documents will explain, copies of which
are to be found at the Board of Works Depart-

CWHNPROS D

‘ ment.......oeess et ettt ret e teiarereeseaehreraeanes 1640 18 7
Huds’ Creek—Appendix D,.......ceviiriinniin o 806 ¢« 75616 5
Byers’ Creels ............ S S N 430 “ 205613 7
Ruwer DulMoine—In connection with others, a Juint Stock ‘

, “ Company for improvements up that River,...... 1682 0 0

- Fils de Gras C%e]c, ........ Cevieaes e e 240 ¢« 650 10

" ' Bear Orecky....ococuvvvirevviiiaiinnannn, trerrrererireneeee (84 ¢ 1108 8
- Grant's and Bissett's Creek—Appendix C, ....coovoveenenes 2887 ¢« 1446 11 1
Black River—In connection with others............cc.oeiuee 657 0
Schyen River—Appendix D, slides, dams and blasting, ... 390 ¢« 924 1
Chalk River—Appendix I. = Blasting, cutting out River, 445 ¢ 1163 T
- McGHllivray's Creek —Black River, covoo. voviloieees civennes 186 2
" Colton’s Creck, do do ceeeiiiiii, 145 01

- Bonmechére, 8rd Chute—In conncction with others......... 210 4

Bonnechére, 4th Chute—In connection with others ...... .. 260 3.

i T

e

16709 feet. £25776° 2- 6

‘We cannot give the exact, extent of the works constructed in connection with
others as the amounts were contributed. ‘

We %articularly call your attention to the great outlay of capital invested by
those in t

18

e Timber Trade, generally on the tributary streams, to make them navi-- ‘
. gable for the descent of Timber, It such improvements were not constructed, there
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could only be a limited quantity of Timber brought to market unless the Govern- -
ment would have made the Tributaries navigable,—which private enterprise has ac-"
complished, and for which, the parties interested in such expenditure, have no ..
reduction of dutjy, but have to pay the same amount as those who have not expended -
a six-pence, and too, in many instances, parties avail themselves of the improvements -,
free of charge; these are facts which you are aware of. It must be borne ir tiind,. ./
that the slides and improvements on smiall streams are getting out of repair anpually, .
and consequently require constant outlay, and in ten or twelve years have to be -
constructed anew. By referring to the Collection List you will find that néa'”x"l;y, o
all the Revenue is collected from Timber cut on the Tributaries of the ¢ Ottawa.”” . -
We have contributed annually to the Public Revenue of the Province, aboat:six '~
thousand pounds for many years past, to which may be added slide dues, ‘d4sin .
the present year; say, two thousand five hundred and sixty-three pounds six °
shillings and three pence. currency, making in all a total of about £8568 6s.:8d.
currency. - Co .
' We give: constant employment in our establishment to abdut two thousand -

. L ety

men, at an average rate of wages from $14 to $16 per morth and board, who.con-
sume about six thousand barrels of Pork and ten thousand barrels of Flour.. We .
employ about sixteen hundred horses and oxen during the winter, which consume ',
about 60,000 bushels oats and provender, and twelve hundred’ tous of hay. Thegats

at average cost of two shillings and three pence delivered; hay, four pounds per:ton ;
we thus give employment to hundreds of farmers in the Valley of the Ottawa,” =~ *
The progress and prosperity of the country keeps pace only with the Trade ;
when it is depressed, all feel. it alike. = Timber may now be considered the chief
Export of the country, and requires every encouragement-to fosterit, = -
We would not have troubled you with these statistics connected with our Busi-
ness, but feeling confident of the utter ignorance which prevails even in.our country «:*
of the Timber Trade and its magnitude, we avail ourselves: of this opportuuity
of'placingat yourdisposal such information as we are possessedof. .
There are other establishments as largely interested as we are who can give
you similar information. We cannot close our remarks without mentioning, thag’
the men employed in all departments are of sober habits and no liquor allowed"
them. The majority belong to the Temperance Society, and are most careful ‘of
their money. ‘ B

F

We.are your most obedient sexvants, S e el
(Signed,) JOHN EGAN &:Ce: -
Certified to be a true copy, ‘ S

A. J. RussgLL. o S

D v

o

P 4

Starement of Improvements for Lumbering Purposes by John‘E'gan‘&iComp‘hpy.y

vt

Saw Minus. . s ‘ ;'

v
‘ . Neot o
> ‘ ' : | ‘
con?txl']ue:te 4| Where situated. By whom construated. || o g&n' ‘Logﬁ g & mﬁtﬁ | Cost.

H
1
1
!
3
1846: |Quio, Township: of] \ i .
Onslow ... ...|[Selves, Amount 'chrried out]’ SRR T g A
© | includes Dams, - Boorgfl . , PO o
. Piers, &c., Dall ¢ mile ...{, ~ 80,000 feety| !
1849  [Bomnechére, Gratton:..[Selves .0 L. .l 60007 i
1848  (Little Bodnechdre .| Do ‘v .0 Luff 4000 |
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StareMENT of Improvements for Lumbering Purposes by John Egan
: & Company.— (Continued.) o

"OTHER IMPROVEMENTS.

When 8lide, Dam, Boom, or Pier,

By whom constructed.

Length in ‘
feget. Cost,

" econstructed. | where situated.

X N } £ s
1843 to 51 JQuio River e «.[8elves—See Appendix (A.) ... 8408 8246 13
1847 ¢ |{Little Bonnechére River o ® do do (B) .. 6019 8162 138
1887 “  {Mouth of L. Bonnéchere Slide...| “ Inconnection with others, :
Dams, Slides, &e. 850 0
1844 ¢« [Madawaska River R do e | 1640 18
1844 « |York Branch River ... «] “ See Appendix (E)) ... 995 1358 16
1846 « |Opiongo River ... .. .| “ do 856 1450 B
1887 « erd’s Creek .., wl “ do . (D.} 806 156 16
1849 ¢  |Byers Oreek .. «i “ Dams, Apron & Slide ... 430 205 18
1849 ¢ I|River du Moine... .. ..| * Inconnection with others, .
. Dams, Piers, Booms and
o lides ... s ceafl see 0 ees 1862 ©
18456 «  |Fils de Gras Creek ... ..| * GlanciogDam ... .. 240 650 10
1847 “  [Bear Oreek River e w| ¢ See Appendix (E) ... 184 1108 8
‘1841 ¢  |Grants & Bessets Creek o] do ©) .. 2887 1446 11 1
1843 «  |Black River ... «.| “ Inconnection with others,
ngs, Piers, Booms and|

.

AROWTO -:koF"

caso

) Slides ... e . e 657 0 0
1845 «  |Schyen River .. .. . .. “ See Appendix(D.) .. 390 924 1 2
11888 ¢«  |Chaik River .. O do (¥, . 445 1163 7 4
1847 “ |McGillivray’s Oreek .. .| “ Oanalling & Blasting ..} W .. 186 2 2
1846 ¢  [Colton’s Oreek ... «.] “ Inconnection with others.|| ... vos 145 0 11
. 1887 “ |Bonnechére, 8rd Chute... ... 210 4 8
1888 « Do 4th Chute ... wl| ¢ do el oee . 260 8 8
16709 | 26776 2 6

Aylmer, Ottawa, 15th February, 1853, (Signed,)  JOHN EGAN & Co.

v—

A.
QUION RIVER.

con&ecge d Description of Improvements by J. Egan & Co.
1843, | lst Chute............. Dam 370 feet........ ....Slide 89 feet.
" to 2nd Chute......... we 287 e, ¢ 298 ¢
1862. 8rd Chute.... ....... 280 i v ¢ B340 ¢
‘ High Falls........... “ 21§ “ ..., ... 470«
Ragged Chute........ “ = 90 “ ... ¢ 140
Crooked Chute...... 12T ¢ e e :
Big Chute...... ceenee K 90 e, % 278 4 R
Daly’s Rapids........ “ 92 “ ... ... ...Apron 60 feet.
do Reserve Dam, “ 290 “ ............ . oo
Dams 1791 feet. Slides 1657 ft. Apron 60 feet. . .

Blasting and cutting 9 miles of flood-wood and brush,

Clearing River (11 miles) and banks, each side 10 feet for that distance.
9 feet may be considered the average height of Dams, -
Cost of the above works............... £3246 13 2

Dams 1791 feet.
Blides 1567 “
Aprons 60 “

'




B, . ‘
LITTLE BONNECHERE RIVER.

. on&?&ﬁed; " Description of Improvements by J. Egan & Co.

1847 Section No.. 1—Dam 90 feet............ Slide 800 feet, 5% feet wide.

to 4w 2. w80 L, «“ 1546 ¢ ‘

1852, “ ¢ Bee ¢ 60 “ glancing. ‘
“«© € 4_ 13 80 € ‘ ' o
“ B 480 e Ceetereraree vereaieee Apron 45 feet..
R L - PPN, T “ 110 ¢
T 80 L, e UUPIN - 1 ,

¢« « 8 ¢ blasting, ‘
“ ¢ . 9—Dam 88 ¢ glancing. o
“o ¢ 10— ¢ 65 oLl teeerrerere i, reens Apron 48 =
@« 11— 70 ESRORRTUPPPRRRRL L £

................

“ o« 12— ¢ 90 “ floating.
“ ¢ 13— ‘ 80 ¢ glancing.

€ 0 14 45 [ Cednereniiaen T ©veeress Apron 40 ¢
L A - [0 e PP, veaeees Ceeeaes « 65 «
“ 16— 35 “ .. e eeee e rtans e 4D
“ ¢« 17— “ 70 * glancing. L
€ e IR ¢ 90 o« ° . "
¢ @ 19— 25 ¢ ..l PR Slide 120 feet.

¢« 20— O mvvarrenernieiese Cf 20 ¢ .
@ 2Lem 90 e ¢ 260 ¢ S
w20 0 140 Y e, ¢« 180 ‘ K

Crooked Shute Slide............. T OUUUPRTURRE L £:10 B

Section No.. 23—Dam 200 «
“ % 24w ¢ 180 9 feet high, ¢ 60 “

. ‘\“7',

—es —— ' ——e

Dams 1856 feet Slides 3736 f. Aprons 427 feet.

v
|

Total amount of Costuu.er... £8162 18 7

——

Blasting piers, booms and slides, and cutting out twelve miles of the
River of flood-wood, and clearing ten feet wide on each side of the banks to
enable the men to drive the Timber. S

The accompanying plan of the works will give you some idea of its magni-. -,
tude. It has taken four years to complete the works. o

‘ AximMERr, December 80th, 1850.
Str,—1I have received your letter of the 18th instant, wherein you ask my
opinion as to what the works, on the Little Bonnechere, commenced by. you and
Alexander M‘Donell, will cost when complete, according to the plan submitted. , -

In reply I beg to state that the improvements marked in the plan are in accord-
ance with the levels taken, when I was on the spot, and when complete will; to the'
best of my judgment, cost the sum of six thousand pounds. I must, however;
remark that these improvements on the plan are not sufficient to ensure. the-descent
of any large quantity of timber for the following reasons: That the improvements
being_ so near the source of the River and the Lakes that supply the Stream
the descent and fall so rapid; that without reserving the water in ‘the Lakes ad
River, so as to command the supply for passing the Timber after the snow-
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has run off, particularly as the Madawaska and Petewawe carry off the greater part |
of the water in the vicinity of the Bonnechere st this point. S

T would remind you that when laying out the works on the plan, the following
I considered absolutely necessary, namely— ‘ L

From the upper point, marked on the plan, following the course of the stream -

' to its source, at least three reserve Dams with Flood Gates and one Slide; and at

the outlet of the six Lakes, one Reserve Dam, each with Flood Gates—those last
will be on both sides of the River, from the Basin upwards ; and when all those
latter works are completed, you can command the water as you please, by shutting
the Flood-gates cvery night, so that the water will not run off, and open them every
morning when passing the Pmber. This can be done without using the 1nain sup-.
ply in the Lakes, which in my opinion cannot be overlooked, as the main depend-
ence to ensurc the descent of the Timber. ‘

This latter work will cost at least fifieen hundred pounds, amounting in all to
the sum of seven thousand five hundred pounds.

I am, Sir,
Respectfully yours,
(Signed,) PETER AYLEN.
Jno. Eean, Esq., ‘
Aylmer.
A true copy from original.
(Signed,) A. THoOMSON.
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C.

to the pre-
sent time,

‘ GRANT'S & BISSE1’S CREEKS.

When " Description of I tsby J. Egan & Co.
constructed. ‘ ption of Improvements by J. Egan 0.
From 1841| O rooke Chute Slide— ‘

Dam 80 feet............Slide 120 feet, 5 fect wide

Patison Chute— .

Dam 26 “ ...... T A (N TR

3rd Shute—

River Dam 8 ¢ high...... taebianciiaernanns Aprcn 40 feet
Side Dam 4 % ¢ 40 feet wide.

Island Slide—
| Dam 32 ¢ 6 ft. high, Slide 45 feet, 4 feet wide.
4th Chute—

Reserve Dam 40 ““ .......... 150 ¢ 4 @

Rocky Chute—
Dam 50 * 7t high “ 265 ¢« 4 « «
Mountain Slide—.

Dam 30 “ ............ “ 800 ¢« 5 ¢
Little Chute Slide— ‘
Dam 26 “ ... “ 90 « 4 ¢«
Brook Slide—
- Dam 18 *¢ 6 feet high ............ «orees Apron 45 feet, 4 feet wide,
Reserve Dam 45 ¢ 12 feet high...... verreereenns f 48 4 4 e«

All the above improvements are in the space of 3% males.

Wing Dam— ‘
© Dam 20 * 6 feet high

Ragged Chute Slide~— ‘

Dam 36 ¢ ........... Slide 230 feet, 4 feet wide.
Reserve Dam 30 * 12ft. high “ 150 ¢« ‘

Side Dam 60 “ 6 ¢ «

8th Rapid— :
Dam 90 ¢ 8 feet high......cevoviiivinn Apton 25 feet, 4 feet high,
9th Chute— ‘

Dam 45 “ 8 ¢« ¢ _.........Apron 25 ¢
10th High Chute Slide—

Dam 16 “ 8
11th Rapid—

Dam 16 “ 8 * “ ... Apton 60 ¢
| 12th Rapid—

Dam 80 «“8 « « cecisieiintenaneee  Cf 26 ¢«
13th Rocky Chute— Lo

Dam 88 “ 9 ¢« ¢ Blide 800 feet, 4 feet wide,
Ling Lake Slide—

-

-

¢ Slide 60 feet, 4 feet wide,

Dam 45 “ .oooverreriiveennnen. vevcenApron 50 ¢ 65 feet wide.
Dams 801 feet. Slides 1770 ft. Aprons 816 feet.

The above work, blasting, &c., have cost us.....c.uevuinsin., £1446 11.10

Manyof the Slides, Dams, &c. were originally constructed by William Stewart, -
Esquire, and one Alexander Grant. 'The above sum is the amount expended by .
‘us in outlay of Capital up to this period. ‘ C
Aylmer, Ottawa, 12th February, 1853,
Certified to be a true copy, .

LTI e L S SR IR PR |

C AT R’itssn‘xl‘xf.,

R Ty
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D.
HERD'S CREEK. .
er— . .
c ongr};ir;e a Description of Improvements by J. Egan & Co.
1837 |No.1—Dam 90 feet........... veervvenneeen o Slide 215 feet.
to L B < 1 LU 240 «
1852, | « 3— « 215 « LI “« g3«
Dams 288 feet. Slides 618 feet.
Blasting and cutting flood-wood.
Cost of the above works.......cccovvvvninnin. £756 16 17
E

SCHYEN RIVER.

e T S ——

‘When et oy
constructed. Description of Improvements by J. Egan & (o,
1845 6 Dams......... veeeee 90 feet with flood-wood gates............ Apron 45 feet. .
to Reserve Dam........ 120 ¢ 18 feet high...... ...ooiiinis v 40
1852, By Lake Dam....... 95 ¢ with flood gates.

——

Dams 305 feet. Aprons 85 feet,

Cost of the above works....ovee.n. £924 1 2

Certified to be a true copy,

A. J. RusseLL.

——————

F.
YORK BRANCH.
When Description of Improvements by J. Egan & Co
constructed, P P Y J. Bga ’
1846 | Dam 80 fect........ s e Slide 890 feet.
to Dam 75 ¢ vviiiiiiiiiiiirnienees vesreeinnaes weevens 4200 ¢
1852. |Dam 70  .coccorrnn.. vttt s « 180 «

— —

Dams 225 feet. Slides 770
Great extent of blasting and cutting away flood-wood and canals.

Total cost of above work

.....................
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G
OPONGO RIVER. o
When Description of Improvements by J. Egan & C(;
constructed. P P s 0y - L8 )
1846 ‘Big Dam Reserve 240 feet with flood gates Co
to 8 Dams 70 “ ...l ervenseneeeneesnnn Aprons 45 feet.
1852, —_— — ﬂ

Dams 310 feet.
With blasting and clearing River 8% miles.

Total cost of above works....ev «vve. £1450 6 9

Certified to be a true copy,

A. J. RUSSELL.
H.
BEAR RIVER.
conz‘trrhuecr; ed. Description of Improvements by J. Egan & Co. }
1847 st Rapld ...... e Dam 6O feet...... ........Slide 240 feet.
to 2nd RN B A - s A ereersteienes .......Apron 45 feet.
1852, 18rd ¢ ivveninenenn e B0 L 150
4th  “ 420 L e v 88
Sth o« ... oo Bide Dam 40 ,
6th  “ .. ...Glancing Dam 60 *
Tth ... L
8th  “ . G 45
9th  “ e, 9 ¢ 38 ¢
Dams 364 feet. Slides 240 ft. Aprons 130 ft.
A large amount of blasting. -
Total Cost of above works............ £1108 8 6
I
CHALK RIVER.
. When Description of Improvements by J. Egan & Co
constructed. ptio P y <. Hean & Lo
1838 | Dam........... . 60 feet........... cier...Slide 180 feet.
to “o T0 e P RN e Apron 65 feet.
1852. | Glancing Dam 70 ¢ ‘ :

— —

Dams 200 feet. Slides 180 feet.

Cutting three miles each side fifteen feet, blasting &c. R

Total cost of above works Ceerereraenans

Certlﬁed to be a true copy.

A J v Rvssmni.

Aprons 65 fe‘ét. t

e
7
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THREE RIVERS CATHEDRAL
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THIRTY-SEVENTH REPORT

OF

COMMITTEE ON PRIVATE BILLS.

B N s A T T L T SN VIV P VAP P VP VN U

28th May, 1853.

The Standing Conimittee on Miscellaneous Private Bills beg leave to present the
following, as their Thirty-seventh Report :—

“Your Committee have examined the Bill to confirm certain proceedings of the
“ Catholic inhabitants of the Parish of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
“ Virgin at Three Rivers,.relative to the property of their Fabrigue, to impose and
i levy an assessment upon the said inhabitants, and for other purposes therein men-
“tioned ; which has been referred back to them by Your Honorable House ; and
“ having. aureed to the same, with certain amendments, they beg leave to Report the
 said amendments, together with the Evidence taken by them upon the subJect,
“ for the consideration of Your Honorable House.

‘ All which is respectfully submitted. :
‘ v W. BADGLEY

¢ Chmrman

[1852-8.] (No. 263.) 1 |
BILL, | |

(AS AMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE.)
An Act to confirm certain proceedings of the Catholic mhabltants of
‘the Parish of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Vn‘gm‘
at Three Rivers, relative to the property of their Fabrique, to

impose and levy an assessment upon the said 1nhab1tants, and for Do

other purposes therein mentioned, o
WHDREAS at a General Meeting of the Churchwardens and past Church—f‘

wardens, notables, fteeholders, and propnetors of rcal estate in the Pansh oi'g‘ o

[}
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the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin at Three Rivers, summoned
according to Liaw, and held at the Banc &’@uvre of the Parish Church of the said
Parish, on Sunday, the fiftcenth day of the month of August, in the year one
thousand eight hundred and fifty-two, after Parochial Mass, the senior Church-
warden in office presiding; and at which mecting were present His Grace Mon-
~ seigneur the Archbishop of Quebee, Metropolitan of the Ecelesiastical Province
of Quebee, in which the said Parish is situate, the Curé of the said Parish, the
first and third Churchwardens in office, and a large number of past Churchwardens,
inhabitants, frecholders, and proprictors of real estate in the said Parish; it
was declared that the District of Three Rivers and a part of the District of St.
Francis, as crected for civil purposes, had been separated from the Catholic Diocese
of Quebee, and erected into a separate Catholic Diocese, under the name of the
Diocese of Three Kivers, in which an Episcopal Scat had been established and
erected ; anil seven 1osolutions were adopted and agreed to, and more particularly
the following, to wit :— ‘ ‘

Secondly.—That for the endowment of the new Bishopric, (that of Three Rivers,)
the Parishioners do cede and transfer to the Bishop of Three Rivers and his suce.
cessors, the Darish Church, Sacristy, Church-yard, Parsonage-house and their.
dependencies, and all the other real and personal property, to have and to hold to.
the said Bishop and his succeswors for ever, (without the power of at any time
alienaiing the samd,) and to administer the same by himself, or by such persons or
agents as he should appoint, subject to the chiarges, terms and conditions following,
that is to say :—1st. To provide for the spiritual carc of such Parish in a befitting’’
manner by the necessary Priests, Officers, and Servants of the Church, whose
salaiics and emoluments shall be paid out of hisown funds. 2nd. To discharge at
his own cost the endowments, obits, cens ef rentes, if any there be, and other ducs
which the Fabrigue are bound to discharge. 3rd. To provide for the maintenance
and repairing of the Church, Saciisty, Church-yard, and Parsonage-house or
Episcopal Palace, and their dependencies; and to insme to a rensonable umount
the Church, Sacristv and Pursonage-house or Episcopal Paluce, the whole at his
own costs and expense.  4th, To keep a register in due and proper form of the
baptisms, marriages and burials, and of the proceedings of the Parish. 5th. That
the Parishioners shall enjoy all other the rights and privileges previcusly enjoyed
by them vnder the administration of the Fubrigue, and shall be bonund to pay thé
tithes, the dues fixed or to Le fized by the tariff or tariffs, the offerings, and-to -
present the IToly Bread as herctefure,  6th, That from and after the passing of the
Deed of Cession of tha estate and rights of the Fuabrique, the present tariff shall”
only remain iu force as regards the Town; and as regards the parishioners residing
beyond the Jimits of the Town, {here shall be a tariff’ for the rural Parishes drawn:
up and confirmed by His Grace the Archbishop, or by the Bishop of the Diocese; .
which Tariffs shall not be altcred or modificd without the consent of the majority-
of the Parishioners had at a General Meeting called and held in regular form, not; :
without the consent of the Bishop. 7th. That there shall always be three Churel
wardeus, whose term of office shall be three years, one of whom shall be elected
annually, at the ordinary period, by the Parishioners entitled to be present'a
General Meetings of the Parish, whose dutics shall be to superintend on behalf-of;.
the Parish the carrying into effect of the provisions of the Deed of Cession, and:.:
to attend at religious processions without being entitled to exercise any of.the
powers of accountable Churchwardens; the present Chunrchwardens becomi
honorary Churchwardens upon the passing of the said Deed of Cession, and remains:
ing in office until the expiration of their respective terms of three years. 8th.T
re-convey and deliver up to the Parish all the property real and personal asii
stands, with all the changes and augmentations which shall have been made; %
~ to, excepting, however, the ornaments, vases and other things which he shall require:
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for his use in his capacity of Bishop, in the event of -the Episcopal Seat being

abolished or transferred from this Town; in either of which cases the Parishioners
~ shall enter pleno jure into possession of the said real and personal property, and

their rights as members of the Fabrigue, shall be re-established. ‘ ’

Third Resolution.—That the Parishioncrs do also cede and convey to the Bishop
of Three Rivers and his successors, all debts due to the Fabrique, at the date of the
passing of the Deed of Cession, out of which he shall first discharge all debts due
by the Fabrigue, and 'the balance shall be applied as follows: one half to the fur-
nishing of the Church ornaments and aiticles necessary for the celebration of
Divine worship, and the other half to aid in the building of a new Church. ‘

Fourth Resolution.—That the Chureliwardens who chall not have rendered their.
accounts at the time of the passing of the said Deed of Cession shall render them
to the Bishop, and shall pay any balance they nay have into his hands, the Parish
transferring to the Bishop all their rights in this respect.

Fifth Resolution.—That the Parish shall assess themselves for the construction
of a new Church, to the amount of five thousand pounds currency, payable in six
years, one-sixth part every year; they shall address forthwith to the proper au-
thorities the necessary petitions for the attainment of that object, and shall elect
Trustees who shall convey the moneys collected to the Bishop; the Bishop shall
cause the said Church to be erected as speedily as possible, and in such manner as
he shall deem expedient, without his being authorized nevertheless to require from
the said Parish a larger sum than that above mentioned; and that such new
Church shall be a Cathedral Church, to be restorcd nevertheless to the Parish in -
either of the cases provided by the second resolution, (that is to say, the resolution
hereinabove first cited). ‘ o

Sixth Resolution.—That the Churchwardens in office in the Quvre and Fabrique
of the said Parish, or any two of them, are authorized and required, so soon as they
shall be called upon so to do by the Bishop of Three Rivers, to execute and grant
a Deed of Cession of all the property real and personal and of the rights of the
Fubrigue, mentioned in the second, third, and fourth Resolutions, (that 1s to say, the
Resolutions hereinabove first, secondly, and thirdly recited,) subject to and in con-
formity with the charges, conditions, obligations, and reservations in the forggoing
Resolutions contained, and the said Bishop shall accept the said Cession in his .
corporate name, ‘ ‘

Seventh Resolution.—That we, (that is to say, the said Churchwardens and past.
Churchwardens, notables, freeholders, and proprietors of real estate in the said’
Parish,) do promise to apply to the Liegislature for the passing of all laws which -
may he deemed necessary for carrying into effect the foregoing Resolutions, and. -
for accomplishing the different objects which this meeting has in view, and which-
they have expressed in the said Resolution. :

And whereas, the Episcopal Seat of the Diocese of Three Rivers has been fixed -
and established in the Town of Three Rivers, which forms part of the Parish, and
itis expedient to endow the said Bishopric ; and whercas, the inhabitants of the .
said Parish have, by their Petition to the Legislature, prayed that the said pro-
ceedings be confirmed and rendered executory; and it is expedient to legalize the .
said proceedings and make Liegislative provision in that behalf : Be it therefore én~
acted, &e., ‘ S

That the said proceedings of the Churchwardens and past Churchwardens, notas .
bles, and inhabitant freeholders, and proprietors of real estate in the said Parish, and.© -
the Resolutions above mentioned and recited, shall be and they are hereby approv<"
ed and confirmed, and shall have their full and cntire effect according to’ their form .-

. and tenor; and it shall accordingly be the duty of the three Churchwardens in‘offic
of the (Buvre and Fabrigue of the said Parish, for the time being, or of any two'of
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the said Churchwardens, or'of one of them, to execute and pass a Deed of Cession
of all the property real and personal, all debts owing to, and all rights whatsoever of
the said Fabrigue, as mentioned in the said Resolutions, to the Bishop of Three Ri-
vers, when he shall require the same ; subject to the charges, conditions, obligations,
and reservations contained in the said Resolutions; that the said Deed shall be ac-
cepted by the suid Dishop, in Lis corporate capacity, under the name of the “Ro-
“ man Catbolic Episcopal Corporation of Three Rivers,” in conformity with the
Act of the Legislature of this Province, passed in the twelfth year of Her Majes-
ty’s Reign, and intitnled, “ An Act to incorporate the Romaz Catholic Archbishops.
“ and Bishops in ceeh Diocese in Lower Canada ;” and the said Deed of Cession, |
when so exccuted, shall be legal and binding upon the said Bishop and his successors
and the inhabitants ol the said Parish.  Provided always, that oll Parshioners who,
shall be Lolders or proprietors of real estate in the said Parish, shall, so soon as the
said Bishop shall be in possession of the property of the said Fabrique, be exempt from
the payment of the said tithes : and provided also, that if the annnal revenue of the said
Fabrique shall not amount to the sum of £500, a sum equivalent to the said sum shall
be paid in money to the said Bishep by all the Parishioners of the said Parish, and ap-
portioned among them according to the apportionment which shall have been made for
the levying of the said sum of £5,000, or according to such other apportionment as shall
be in use for School or Municipal purposes ; which said apportionment and payment
shall cease so soon as the revenue of the said property, ceded by this Act, shall amonnt’
annually to the suid sum of £500.

II. And be it cnacted, That the Registers of baptisms, marriages, and burials of
the said Parish, shall be kept and signed by the said Bishop or by his Vicars-Gene-
ral, or by the Curé who may be charged with the spiritual care of the Parish, or,
by the Assistants, Chaplains, or Viears of the said Bishop or of the said Curé, or-
other Priests ; and all copies or extracts from the said Registers certified by one of
them shall be authentic evidence in all Courts of Justice and clsewhere.

IIL. And in consequence of the union of the Cure of the said Parish
to the Bishopric of Three Rivers, be it cnacted, That the said Bishop and
his successors shall receive®* the oblations, the dues regulated or to be regu-
lated by tariffs, and all rights, rents, and dues which may be now or may
hereafter become payable to the said Fabrique, and may sue for the recovery
of the same before the Courts of Justice; they may also cause an account to
~ be rendered by the Churchwardens who may not have done so at the time of the
- passing of the Deed of Cession of the property of the Fabiigue above mentioned, of
the administration of the said property by the said Churchwardens; and may ac-
cept or discuss the said accounts, and require the payment of any balances which:
may be due thercon, for which purpose the said Bishop and Lis successors shall be '
entitled to institute legal proceedings. : g

IV. And whereas the present Parish Church has long been insufficient for the'’
continually increasing population of the said Parish, and it is indispensably neces<."
© gary to construct a new one; and whereas, by one of the Resolutions recited in the:

Preamble to this Act, the inhabitants of the said Parish have left to the said".
Bishop the care of building the said Church, binding themselves to contribute to the'"
_expense thercof to the amount of five thousand pounds ouly: Be it cnacted, That
when the said Bishop shall have issued a decree for the building of a Church and'
Sacristy, and for establishing the site thereof, it shall be lawful for him to make dn"
application to the Commissioncrs appointed under and by virtue of the Ordinanice:
of the Governor and Special Council of the late Provinceof Lower Canada, passed

Note.—The above proviso in italics was added by the Committec.

¥ Tho words ‘“the tithes of Parishioners as now established,” which followed here, were. stru
out by the Committee. ‘ - o,
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in the third Session of the said Council, held in the second yecar of Her Majesty’s
Reign, and intituled, ¢ An Ordinance concerning the erection of DParishes and the
“ huilding of Churches, Parsonage-houees and Churcl-yards” requiring a general
meeting to be called of the inhabitant freeholders and propriefors of real estate in-
terested in the assessment meuntioned in onc of the Resolutions cited in the Pream-
ble to this Act, for the purpose of procecding to the election of three or more Trus-
ices not exceeding seven, to levy the said assessment ; and the Commissioners shall.
thereupon proceed upon the said application as if the same had bcen made by the
majority of the inhabitant frecholders of the said Church and Sacristy, founded up-
on a canonical degree rendered in conformity with the provisions of the said Ordi-
nance, or by any law for the election of the Trustees ; and the meeting for the said
election shall be called, presided over and held, and a minute thereof drawn up by
the said Bishop or by the Curé having the spiritual charge of the Parish, if there
be one, according to the formalities prescribed by the said Ordiuance.

V. And be it enacted, That when the election of Trustecs shall have taken place,
the said Bishop shall make an application to the said Commissioners, requiring the
said election to be confirmed, and that the said Trustecs be ordered to assess. the
proprietors of lands and other real estate situate in the said Parish, as canonically
crected by the canonical decree made and rendered to that effect, by Monseigneur
Bernard Claude Panet, then Bishop of Quebec, at Quebec, on the ninetecnth day
of September, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, and to levy the amount
of the said sum for which each individual shall be assessed : Provided always, that
the lands and other real estate belonging to persons of any Protestant denomination
whatsoever, shall not be assessed. ‘

VI. And be it enacted, That so soon as the said Commissioners shall have passed
a decree confirming the clection of the Trustees, and authorizing them to make an
assessment, and to collect the same as hereinbefore provided;: then the said Trus~ .
tces, or a majority of them, shall forthwith proceed to prepare and draw up.an act
of assessment comprising only an exact description of all lands, emplacements and
other real estate, sitnate in the said Parish as canonically erected, and belonging to per-
sous professing the Zoman* Catholic Religion, with the exception of that belonging to
the Fabrique, and ceded or about to be ceded to the said Bishop, which shall not -
be liable ‘to assessment, and containing also as accurately as possible the extent .
and value of each real estate, the names of the proprietors real or putative, and the
proportionate sum of money which they shall have 'assessed, imposed, and rated ' .
upon each real estate, in order to raise the said sum of five thousand pounds cur- .
rency, and without its being necessary for the said Trustees to make any plan of
the buildings to be erected or any estimate of the cost thereof, excepting such as
shall be requisite for proceeding before the said Commissioners, and for the com-
pletion of the said Act of assessment, and the collection of the said sum; which
said act of assessment shall be deposited, and the notice of such deposit, and the -

'~ day on which this Act of assessment shall lic presented to be homologated by the
said Commissioners, shall be madc, given, read, and posted in the manner prescribed -

by the said Fourteenth Section of the said Ordinance, cited in the Fourth Section of
this Act. | -

VII. And be it enacted, That on the day fixed for taking into consideration the

Act of Assessment above mentioned. the said Trustecs or a majority of them
shall present the said Act to the said Commissioners, and apply for the homologation.

thercof, accompanied with sufficient certificates of the deposit which shall have .
been made thereof, and of the notice above mentioned ; and the said Commissioners’ - -
ghall have full jurisdiction, authority, and power for the hearing, determining, .

trying, and deciding between the Trustees and parties interested, and for rejecting,

* Inserted by the Committee.
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modifying, or confirming the said Act of Assessment, in whole or in part, as to them’
shall seem just and reasonable; and they shall order the said Assessment to*be
payable in six years, one sixth part every year, any law, custom, or usage to the

contrary notwithstanding. -

VIII. And be it enacted, That when the said Act of Assessment shall have been

* homologated by the said Commissioners, the Trustees shall require of the rate-

payers payment of the assessments or rates due by them respectively, and may in-

institute proceedings at law to compel payment thereof; the whole in conformity

with the Nineteenth Scction of the same Ordinance cited in the Fourth Section of

this Act. And whereas, the powers and duties of the sald Trustees do not extend

beyond the recovery of the said sum of five thousand pounds currency, and do not

relate to the building of the said Church and Sacristy 3 be it further enacted, That
it shall be the duty of the said Trustces to render an account to the Bishop within
one month after the cxpiration of cach term of payment of the said assessment or
rate, and also every six months after such expiration, of the sums of money which

they shall have collceted from the rate-payers, and to pay over such sums into the

bauds of the Bishop who shall be empowered to compel them by Law to do so,
until the said amount of five thousand pounds currency shall be paid.

IX. And be it enacted, That besides the obligations above mentioned, the said
Bishop and his successors shall be bound,—1st. "L'o build in the said Town of Three
Rivers, a Church which shall be a Cathedral Church, and a Sacristy, of greater
dimensions than those of the present Church and Saeristy ; which Chuich shall
also be considered as the Parish Church, for the use of the inhabitants of the
Parish. 2nd. Tu make no alteration in the present system of the adjudication and
sale of Pews, either in the present Church or the Cathedral Churceh, excepting the
power of requiring security to cnsure the payment of the rents and ducs for the
said Pews, which rents and dues shall belong to the Bishop and bis successors,

X. And be it enacted, That all the provisions as well of the said Ordinance
cited in the Fourth Scction of this Act, as of the Act passed by the Legislature of
this Province in the thirteenth and fourteenth years of Her Majesty’s Reign, and
intituled, ¢ 4An Act to continue and amend an Ordinance concerning the ervection of
¢ Parishes, and the building of Churches, Pursonage-houses, and Church-yards,” not
‘contrary or repngnant to this Act, shall be followed and carried out by the said
Bishops, Commissioners, Trustees, and other persons interested or having powers
to exercise or duties to discharge in pursuance of this Act, asif they had been
inserted and recited in this Act, and had formed part thereof; and as well for the
lIevying and collecting a supplementary assessment if the first asscssment shall not
be sufficient for the eollection of the said sum of five thonsand pounds currency, as
fl'«;r all other purposes tending to the cxccution and carrying into effect of this

ct.

XI. And be it'enacted, That by the words ¢ Bishop” and ¢ Bishop of Thret"
Rivers,” made use of in this Act, shall be understood the present Roman* Catholic
Bishop of Three Rivers and his successors, and that the Interpretation Act shall:
apply to this Act. ‘ S
- XII. And beit enacted, That this Act shall be held to be a Public Act, and'" -
shall be judicially taken notice of by all Courts of Law and Equity in this Pro-..
vince, and by all Judges, Justices of the. Peace, and other persons whomsoevery
without being specially pleaded. - i

* Inserted by the Comnmittee.




16 Victorim. * Appendix (NN.N.N) A

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

THE FOREGOING BILL.

~

Coumrrree Room, 10th May, 1853,

Examined the Bill to confirm certain proceedings of the Catholic inhabitants of
the Parish of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin at Three Rivers, .
relative” to the property of their Fabrique, to impose and levy an assessment upon .

the said inhabitants, and for other purposes therein mentioned, A

Antoine Polette, Esq., M.P.P., being exahﬁned, stated as follows s

“ There is a necessity, admitted on all hands, for the erection of a new Parish
“ Chureh in the Parish of Three Rivers, the cost of which would amount to nine
“or ten thousand pounds. The available arrears due to the Parish by the Parish-
“ ioners, do not, to the best of my belief; exceed £500; and the property of .the

“ Parish, (independently of these arrears, ) proposed to be transferrred to the Bishop, =

“would not, as I believe, realize £5,000. The original Resolutions, adopted at a
“ public:meeting of the Parishioners, (on which the present application was founded,)
“ were agreed to without any objection being made, except to one of them, regard-

“ing the transfer of the Parish property to the Bishop,—to which objection was
“made by Olivier Duval, his father, and one or two others, but the meeting did
*not divide upon it, although they were asked if they desired a division. I know
“a number of the parties who signed: the Petitions against the Bill, and of their

“ number, (amounting to about 90,) upwards of 20 will not be affected by it at all;
“about 30 will be very slightly affected; and of the remaiader I do not see the

“names of more than a dozen respectable farmers who support themselves out of '
“the produce of their farms, There are a good many residents of the town who ', .,

“hold lands in the Banlicr and other parts of the Parish, and who pay tithes, and -
:“ they are all in favor of the Bill, at least I do not see one of them signing against
It.” ' ) ) ‘ . L

P. B. Dumoulin, Bsq., M.P.P., being examined, stated as follows :—

“ Having read the testimony of Mr, Polette, I fully concur in all he has éfaféﬂ} o
“and would add, in reference to the opposition offered by Olivier Duval to the -

“ Resolutions, that when the 5th Resolution was proposed, some explanation wag, . -
“given by me in answer to his questions, and he declared himself satisfied. .1~

“ know most of the petitioners against the Bill ; there are a feiy signers whom I'do - .
“not kuow to be Parishioners.” ‘ Coh

£l




% required to have, at least, two, The tithes for the w holc Par 1sh average abou

S 1852.

o Dlstnct, being ex 'umncd, stated as follows:—

19'1‘51 MAY, ‘1853‘

: 'd ‘Mr. PoZette obt.nned leave to 'Idd the followmrr to hls evxdence of yes
caays— - R
. % The District of Thrce Pwers, and p'u't of tlmt of St Iﬂ mnms, as cmlly c
¢ stituted, were ‘dismembered in June last, from the Roman. Catholic Diocese of
‘f“ Quebec, of which they formed: part, and erer-ted into a distinct Roman Cathol
"« Diocese, under the name of the Diocese of Three Rivers; the Reverend Thomas -
e Cook was named and constituted Bishop of Three RIVGI‘S,- and has taken posses- .
. ¢ sion of his See in the month of October last, which Seé is fixed and established -
- ¢ in the Town of Three Rivers, ‘which forms part of the Parish of the Immaculate
- % Conception of the Blessed Virgin at Three Rivers. That Parish is canonical
% erected by the decree made 'md rendered to that effect by Mgr. Bernard Claude
“¢¢ Panet, then Bishop of Quebec, at Quebec, on 19th September 183 —-—a. Copy
2 of which Decree I now lay before the Committee (No. 1.) -

4 The tithes p"ud by the rural pmt of the Parish are msuf’ﬁcwnt for the suppo
“of the Curédand still less so for. that. of* himself and his Vicars, of ‘whom he'1s

¢ £100 per annum, and the Fabrique pay, out of their revenue arising. from the
¢ tent of Pews, &c., upwards of £7OO to 'ud in- supporcmﬂ‘ the Cure and
¢ Vicars.” .

0 Mr E olette also laid befme the Comnnttce the followmn‘ documents in support
" of his evidence :— ‘ ‘

R - No. 2.-—-Proceedlnvs ata 1\Ioci:uw of' the Pmmsluoners of Thrce vaers, on 15th
T Auvubt, 1802 o

" No. 3.-—-Copy of Bull ercctmn' the Dlocese of' Thrce vacrs, m‘ed Sth June, '

~No.4. —Copy of Bull. Qpnomtmw Mrrr Thomas (Jooke, Bxshop of the’ oncese‘
‘ -of Three Rivers, atcd 8th June, 1852. ‘ -

- No. 5. ——Oopy of D Acted’ Intromsatzon of Monsexrrneur Thomas Cooke, a3 Bxshop L
‘of Thrce vaers, xbth Ootober 1852. ‘ L

‘ Mr. Dumoulm, havmo‘ rcad the evxdonce oﬁ'cred by Mr Polette thxs da
‘couoboratcd the same. . ‘

I‘mDAY, 27th M'Ly, 1853

Valere Guzllct of the Town of’ Three Rlvers. I‘sqmrc, Notary Public. for 'Lo
‘ ‘Canadm, Coroner for the District of Three Rwers, and oneof the Commlssm
for the erection of Parishes, and for the con':h'uctxou of Chmches, &c., o bhe i

R have been onc of the Memhers of the House of Asecmbly of' Lower c
"¢ T have also been one of the Churchwardens of the GZuvre and Fabrique,
¢« Parish of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed: Virgin at Three

- % The said Parish is composed of the Town of Tlhree Rivers, of the: Banlzeu,

e Semmory of Ste. Marguerite, and of the Fief St Maurice, which new

L 4€of the l‘ownshlp of 8t. Maurice. I am frequently employed by the ink

e of the chlzeu, in. my cmpamty of N otdry The qrrears 'wcrumo' from‘u




¢ revenues actually due to the Fabrigque, amount to about twelve or 'fifteéxi“hu'

« pounds, among which there are five or six hundred pounds of good debts ;. the ‘

« yemainder will probably be lost; and the Fubrique owes about three hundred .

“ pounds to the Curé of thesaid Parish.” For several years, the Parishhas beenallow=

% ing him above two hundred pounds, both as additional pay, and for the salary and S

 board of two Viears; for the share of the perquisites which belongs to him, and -
“ tithes which he receives, are insufficient to meet his expenses aud to.pay his
“ Vicars, I was present at the general Assembly of the Catholic inhabitants® of
# the said Parish, held on the 15th August last, at which the resolutions included.
“in the Bill No. 263, now under consideration of the Committee, were passed.
“ Almost the whole of the Parish were present, and the sacristy could nothave held
“such a crowd. At the second resolution, which has the effect of resigning the
“ property of the Fabrique to the Bishop, opposition was shewn by three or four
“ persons, who expressed themseclves publicly. Among the number were Messrs,
“ Iitienne and Olivier Duval. A division upon this resolution was proposed, but.
“ they did not insist upon havingit. At the fifth resolution, a more general expla-
“nation was given. Mnr. Olivier Duval then:asked if the inhabitants would bs .
“allowed to furnish materials, and upon an affirmative answer being given, I did"
“not hear him say any thing more, and the resolution passed without a division.
“T frequently had oceasion to hear different persons of the Banlieue, and, other par-
“ties belonging to the Parish, but living out of the Town, speak of the transfer
“ mentioned in the second resolution ; and, I believe, that very fow were opposed
“ to the transfer of the property of the Fabrique ; at least, I think that the large
% majority are in favor of it. I frequently heard the contribution of the five thou- -
% sand pounds for the building of the Cathedral in question, spoken of, not as being’
“ too much to build the Cathedral, but because the inhabitants of the Banlicue. were
“ desirous of obtaining a diminution on account of the tithes which they pay.

“ From what I heard, several persons from the Banlieue say, they were desirous of = '~

“ being exonerated from a part of this contribution. Iheard it said that they would
“le disposed to pay a certain fixed sum for their share, and that the remainder
“should be payable by the Town. It is admitted by all the Parishioners, that the’
“ construction of a new Parish Church, of larger dimensions than the one now in
“cxistence, is absolutely necessary, the population and business of the Parish hav-
“ing greatly increased since some time. The Parish Church, to accommodate the
“ present and {uture population, would cost over five thousand pounds. I think
“that a suitable Church would cost about six or seven thousand pounds, but I do
% not think that that sum would complete the interior.” ‘ L

Examined by Mr. Olivier Duval.

« T think that the proportion of debts belonging to the Fabrigue, which are lost,
“is loss in the Banlicue than in the Town.” ‘

Basile Doucet, Esquire, of the Bonlieue of Three Rivers, one of the Justices of
the Peace for the District of Three Rivers, Captain of Militia. ta

“T have heen one of the Churchwardens of the Parish of the Immaculate Conf‘ :
“ception of the Blessed Virgin at Three Rivers. The said Parish is composed of.

“the Town of Three Rivers, of the Banlieue, of the Seigniory, of Ste. Marguerite,” -

“and of the Fief St. Maurice, which now forms part of the Township ofiSt,

“ Maurice. It is admitted by all the Parishioners, that it is absolutely nccessary::

“to ercet a new Parish Church, the present one being much too small. For several =
“ years, the Fabrique has been paying out of its own revenues a sum of £220 a-year. : -
“to the Curd, Loth as additiona! pay for himself, and for the salary and board of:
“his Vicars; the share of the perquisites which belongs to him, and.the tithest
“ing insufficient to support him with his Vicars. The arrears due to the Fab¥

o } ' o v
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% amount to about fifteen hundred pounds. I am told that there may be from™six to -
¢ seven or eight hundred poundsof good debis; it appears that thisis not yet ascer- .
* tained. I am told that the Fubrigue owes two or three hundred pounds to the Curé,
« T was present at the gencral meeting of the Catholic inhabitants of the said Parish, .
¢ held on the fifteenth of August last, at which mecting the resolutions contained
¢ in the Bill No. 263, now under consideration of the Committee, were passed, -
* Aliost the whole of the Parish were present, and the sacristy could not have

¢ held such acrowd., At the second resolution, which tends to make over the pro-
¢ perty of the Fabrigne to the Bishop, opposition to it was shewn by three or four
“ persons who expressed themselves publicly.  Among the nuwber were, Mr,
« Etienne and Mr, Olivier Duval. A division upon this resolution was proposed,
¢ but they did not insist upon having it. At the fifth resolution, a more general
¢ explanation was given. Mr. Duval then asked if the inhabitants would be al-
 lowed to furnish materials, and, upon an affirmative answer being given him, 1™

¢ did not hear him say any thing more, and the resolution 'passed without division, -
¢ There are a certain number of persons, living in the Bunfieve, who would not be -
“ opposed to making over the property of the Fubrique to the Bishop ; at the pass--
¢ ing of the resolutions at the General Meeting, the large majority of the inhabit-.
“ ants of the Banliene werc present. The wotives of opposition on the part of
 those who oppose the transfer, ave, that funds were taken out of the chest of' the
¢ Fabrique to pay for religious attendance to the Parish, as the fitlies of the Bunljeue
¢ were not sufficient, and the Parishioners of the Town did not pay. I haveno ;
“ oubt but that the large majority of the inhabitants of the Bunliene would be
“ gatisfied to pay scven or eight hundved pounds as their share towards the building:
¢ of the Cathedral, together with their tithes as herctofore, and would have no
% ohjections to the transfer of the property of the Fubrique.”

Examined by Mr. Louis Duval.

“ When the roof of the present Church was renewed, together with the steeple,
¢ the expenscs then incurred were pail by assessment of the Parish; but when the
¢ nterior of the Chuorch was improved, it was done out of the funds of the Fubri
“ gue, I have said, that one of the reasons which had made me consent to the
“ above vesolutions, was, because we had no advantage at the meetings of the
¢ Fabrigue, not being in the habit, in the country, of speaking in public, as the
“ people of the Town are.  Another reason was, because I found the arrangement
¢ advantageous for the whole Parish.” o

¢

No. 1.
" DECREE | B

FOR me CANONICAL ERECTION or rag PARISH or e
IMMACULATE CONCEPION ar THREE RIVERS.

-

ERNARD CLAUDE PANET, by the Mercy of de; and the G
the Holy Apostolic Sec; Catholic Bishop of Quebec, &o., &ciy &o:




To all who shall see these Preseptg

WE do hereby make known that, seeing the petition presented us, dated the .
fourth of September, one thousand eight hundred aud thirty-one, in the name and -
“on the part of the burgesses and citizens of the Town of Three Rivers, and the .

inhabitants of the Fiefs or Seigniories of St. Maurice and Ste. Marguerite, and

others, forming what 18 commonly called the Bunlicue of Three Rivers, County'of .

St. Maurice, District of Thiree Rivers; praying for the erection of the said Town,

Fiefs, and Seigniories into a Pavish, for the reasons therein stated ; our commission

bearing date the twenty-sixth of the same month, charging Mr. Jean Raimbault,

Curate of St. Jean-Baptiste de Nicolet, and one of our Arch-priests, to proceed =~

to the spot, after previons notice being given, to verify a procds verbal de com=

mado et fucommodo ; secing al:o the certificates signed by Jean-Baptiste Vincent,

Pierre Rocheleau, Olivier Girardin, and Frederic Crevier dit Bellcvive, of a publi-

eation madle, on the ninth of Qctoler, of the same year, to.the inhabitants assems

bled for Divine service in the Churches of Ste: Mugdeleine du Cap de la Mag-
deleine; of the Visitation de la Pointe du Fine; of St. Grégoire le Grand; and of

the suid place of the Inunaculate Conception at Three Rivers, ealling upon those

persons foterested in favor ofy or against, the ercetion of the Parish prayed for, to

attend a mecting, to be held on the following Wednesday, near the Church of the -

Immaculate Conception at ‘Three Rivers; sceing, also, the proces verbal de commodo

et incommodo of the said Monsicur Jean Ruaimbault, bearing date the twelith of

October, of the same year, establishing and verifying in all their parts the facts =

stated in the above petition; sceing, also, the opposition, bearing date on the

twenty-sixth of September, of the same year, served on the day of the said
meeting, upon our said deputy, on the part of the Seignioress, Co-Seiguioress, and
tenants of the Fief or Seigniory of Tonnancour, who protest against the Fiefs con-

tained in the said Banlicue of Three Rivers, being comprised within the Parish to

be erceted, because, as it is stated in the said oppositivy, the said Fiefs should form

part of the Parizh of the Visitation de la Pointe du Lae, in virtue of the rule of

1722, to which opposition we did not think fit to pay any attention,—1st, Because

the Fiefs claimed by it should have had religious attendance at the Pointe du Lac, by

means of a mizsion anly, in virtue of the abese rule of 17225 2nd. Because, up to
this time, the said Liefs have not formed pavt of any regular and canonical Parigh.
3rd. Because, from time immemorial, they havehad religious attendance at the Parish of

Three Rivers, properly ealled.  In consequence thereof, we have erected, and do, by -

these presents, erect into 1 Cure and Parish, under the title of the Immaculate Concep-

tion of the Blessed Viruin, which day is celebrated on the eighth of December, the
snid Town of Three Rivers, the Fivfs or Scigninrics of St. Maurice and of Ste.

Marguerite, and the Fiefs composing the said Banlieue of Three Rivers, comprising an

extent of ground of about five miles in front, by about twelve miles in depth, the -

whole to form one entire Parish, until such time as the increase of the population,.
and the clearing of the lands, will allow of the erection of a second one,  This terri- "
. tory is bounded towards the North-east by the Scigniory of the Cap dela Magde-
leine ; towards the South-east, by the River St, Lawrence; towards the South-west, -,
partly by the Fief or Seiguiory of Tonrnancour, or of Pointe du Lac, and paitly.
by the Augmentation of the Township of Caxton; towards the North-west, by the . -
Tands of the Crown. The said Cure and Parish of the Immaculate’ Cone 1
at Three Rivers to be entirely under our spiritual jurisdiction, on'the condition that:
“the Curds, or persons administering them, who may be appointed there by.us,:or
by our successors, shall conforn in everv thing to the rules of ecclesiastical’ disci:
pline established in this Diocese, purticularly those velating to the ‘ﬂd‘!ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ'rﬁﬁd'
of the sacraments, the Word of Good, and the other religious assistance req )
the faithfal of the said Parish; enjoining upon these latter to pay, tothe ga
- or persons adwministering, the tithes and oblations. customary and authorize
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this Diocese, to respect and obey them in all matters relating to religion, and

touching their eternal salvation. ‘ .
But as the present Decree is_purely an ccclesiastical one, and cannot hayve any

effect civilly until' such time as it shall have been acknowledged by Letters Patent

' from His Majesty, we most positively advise the new Parishioners of the said Parish

of the Immaculate Conception of Three Rivers to apply to His Excellency the -

Governor of this Provinee thercfor. ‘
Given at Quebec, under our signature, the seal of our arms, and the counter-

signature of our Secretary, on the nineteenth of September, one thousand eight

hundred and thirty-two.

(Signed,) t BERN. CLg. Catholic Bishop of Quebec,
By Iis Lordship,

. L.t S (Signed,) C. F. CAZEAU, Priest, Secretary.

1, the undersigned, sub-secretary to the Archbishop of Quebee, do certify, that
the above copy is in all things in conformity with the original deposited in the
archives of the Archiepiscopal Palace. ‘

Quebec, 31st August, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two. One margi-“ .
nal note good ; and one word struck out null. ‘

J. R. L. HAMELIN, Acol. S. S. -

e o e et St b sk St e s s | i it

NOQ‘ 2'

Exrtract from the Register of the Procecdings and Meetings of the Parish of
the Immacutate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary at Three Rivers,
during the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty, and those follow-
ing. AR

At a General Meeting of the Churchwardens, and past Churchwardens, of the.
notables, frecholders and proprictors of real estate of the Parish of the Immaculate -
Congeption of the Blessed Virgin Mary at Three Rivers, held in the Parish Church
of the said Parish, on Sunday the eleventh day of the month of August, of the;
year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two, after' High Mass, in_accordance; .
With the notice thercof' given by the first Churchwarden in office, and published:!
by the Curate during High Mass, on Sunday, the 8th day of the same month3: -
and also, this day; and called by the ringing of the Chureh bell in the usual andi’ -
customary manner, for the purpose of deliberating upon certain proposals made b}
His Grace the Archbishop, Metropalitan of the Icclesiastical Province of Quebec.
and of deciding whether the Parish will make over all the moveables and immove
ables of the Fabrique, together with the Parish Church, the Sacristy. the Burial
ground, and the Picshytery, to the Bishop of the new Diocese of Thice Riversj
and to his sucecssors ; at which meeting were and arc present, His Grace the An
bishop, Messire Thomas Cocke, Curé of the said ‘Parish, and Grand Vicar to-ti
gaid Lord Archbishop, Andrew Panneton, chief Churchwarden in office; 0
. Fabrique of the said Parish, Joseph Panneton, third Churchwarden in office; Anto
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Polette, Esquire, Mayor and M.P.P., Pierre Vézina, Esquire, Queen’s Counsel,
Pierre Benjamin  Dumoulin, Esquire, Advocate, M.P.P., Joseph Ed. Turcotte, '
Esquire, Advocate, M.P.P., Valére Guillet, Esquire, Notary Public, Jean-Bte.
Pothier, Esquire, J.P., Augustin Cloutier, Esquire, Captain, Basile Doucet, Esquire,
Major, and a large number of. the principal inhabitants, freeholders, and proprietora
of real estate of the said Parish. o : "

His Grace the Arclibishop of Quebec took the first seat, and the said Messire

Thomas Cook the second; and the said André Panneton, first Churchwardeh in
office, presided over the meeting. ‘

16" Victorice. Ay 1853

His Grace then stated to the meeting, that he was aware that Iis Holiness the .
Pope, Pius IX. had been pleased to' declare that he had dismembered the
Diocese of Quebee, by dividing from it the District of Three Rivers, and a part
of the District of St. Francis, as they are civilly constituted; of which he had
formed a Diocese, under the name of the ¢ Diocesc of Three Rivers,” in which he
had established an Iipiscopal See. ‘ ‘ ‘

His Grace, in consequence of the knowledge possessed by him, asked the in-
habitants of this Parish to consent to endow the Episcopal See, by making over
the Parish Church and Sacristy, and Presbytery for the purpose of establishing it
in those buildings ; and lastly, all the property of the Fabrigue, and explained in
detail the conditions of this establishment, which had already been communuicated
to the Parish at the time that this meeting was called.

The meeting having deliberated upon this offer, and upon the conditions attached
to ity adopted and passed the following resolutions. 4

On motion of Pierre Vézina, Esquire, Queen’s Counsel, seconded by Mr,
3 !
Etienne Tapin, it was unanimously resolved : ‘

First.—That this Mecting accedes with readiness to the proposal of His Grace
the Archbishop, and prays His Grace will be pleased to receive their most:
humble thanks for the favor which he has shewn the Parish, by contributing -
%rpatly to the establishment of an Episcopal Seat in the Town of Three- -

ivers, . ‘

On motion of Antoine Polette, Esquire, Mayor of the Town and M;I’.‘é;,
seconded by the Sieur Pierre Deveau, and resolved by a large majority, and almost
unanimously, without any division being asked for, although it was proposed : .

Secondly,—That for the endowment of the new Bishopric, (that of Three Rivers;) .
the Purishioners do cede and transfer to the Bishop of Three Rivers and his suc~
cessors, the Parish Church, Sacristy, Church-yard, Parsonage-house and ‘their .
dependencies, and all the othér real and personal property, to have and to. hold to
the said Bishop and his successors for ever, (without the power of at any time

alienating the same,) and to administer the same by himself, or by such persons or -

agents as he should appoint, subject to the charges, terms and conditions following,
that is to say :—1st Lo provide for the spiritual care of such Parish in a befitting

manner by the necessary Priests, Officers, and Servants of the Church,  whose .
salaries and emoluments shall be paid out of his own funds. 2nd. To discharge at

his own cost the endowments, obits, cens et rentes, if any there be, and other dues. .
which the Fabrigne are bound to discharge. 3rd. To provide for the maintenancé

and repairing of the Church, Sacristy, Church-yard, and Parsonage-house:  of:
Episcopal Pulace, and their dependencies; and to insure to a reasonable aniour
- the Church, Sacristy and Parsonage-house or Episcopal Palace, the whole at: k
own costs and expense. 4th. To keep a register in due and proper form'o
baptisms, marriages and burials, and of the proceedings of the Parish. -~ 5th.! That"
~ the Parishioners shall enjoy all other the rights and privileges previously enjoyed”




by them under the administration of the Fubrigue, and shall be bound to pay the
tithes, the duces fixed or to be fixed by the turiff or tariffs, the offerings, and to, -
resent the Holy Breud as heretofore,  6th. That from and after the passing of the
eed of Cession of the estate and rights of the Fubrigue, the present tariff shall
only remain in force as regards the Town ; and as regards the pavishioners residing,
beyond the limits of the Town, there shall be a tariff' for the rural Parishes drawn
up and confirmed by His Grace the Archbishop, or by the Bishop of the Diocese;
which Tariffs shall not be altered or modified without the consent of the majority
of the Parishioners had at a General Meeting called and held in regular form, nor
without the consent of the Bishop. 7th. That there shall always be three Church-
wardens, whose term of office shall be three years, one of whom shalil be elected
annually, at the ordinary period, by the Parishioners entitled to be present at
General Mcetings of the Parish, whose duties shall be to superintend on behalf of
the Parish the carrying into efleet of the provisions of the Deed of Cession, and
to attend at religious processions without being cntitled to exercise any of the
powers of accountable Churchwardens; the present Churchwardens becoming
honorary Churchwardens npon the passing of the said Deed of Cession, and remain-
ing in office until the expiration of their respective terms of three years.  8th. To
re-convey and deliver up to the Parish all the property real and personal as it
stands, with all the changes and augmentations which shall have been made there-
to, excepting, however, the ornaments, vases and other things which he 'shall require
for his use in his capacity of Bishop, in the event of the Episcopal Seat being
abolished or transferred from this Town ; in cither of which cases the Parishioners”

i

shall re-enter pleno jure into possession of the said real and personal property, and
their rights as mewmbers of the Fabrigue, shall be re-established, s

On motion of Valére Guillet, Hsquire, Notary Public, seconded by Jean-
Baptiste Pothicer, Esquire, Justice of the Peace, and passed unanimously : a

Thirdly.—That the Parishioners do also céde and convey to the Bishop
of Three Rivers and his successors, all debts due to the Fubrigue, at the date of the
passing of the Dced of Cession, out of which he shall first discharge ali debts due
by the Fubrique, and the balance shall be applied as follows: one half to the
furnishing of the Church ornaments and articles necessary for the celebra-
‘t(i)c;n of Divine worship, and the other half to aid in the building of a new.

hurch. o

On motion of Augustin Cloutier, Esquire, seconded by Mr. Octave Lottinville,
and passed unanimously :

Fourthly.—That the Churchwardens who shall not have rendered - their
accounts at the time of the passing of the said Decd of Cession shall render them
to the Bishop, and shall pay any balance they may have into his hands, the Parish-

v t

transferring to the Bishop all their riglits in this respect. ‘ |
On motion of Pierre Benjamin Dumoulin, Esquire, Advocate, M.P.P., seconded, -

by Mr. Joseph Panneton, and passed unanimously : Ll

Y

Fifthly.—That the Parish shall assess themsclves for the construction of
a new Church, to the amount of five thousand pounds currency, payable in 8iX
years, one-sixth part every year; they shall address forthwith to the proper aus;:
thorities the necessary petitions for the attainment of that object, and shall eleet
Trustees - who shall convey the moneys collected to the Bishop ; the Bishop shal
cause the said Church to he erected as speedily as possible, and in such manne
he shall deem expedient, without his being authorized ncvertheless to require fic
the said Parish a larger sum than that above wentioned; and that such n
Church shall be a Cathedral Church, to be restored nevertheless to the Paris

either of the cases provided by the second resolution. St
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by Mr. Honorat Lacerte, and passed unanimously :

Sizthly.—That the Churchwardens in office in the Euvre and Fabrigue
of the said Parish, orany two of them, are authorized and required, so soon as they
ghall be called upon so to do by the Bishop of Three Rivers, to exccute and grant
a Deed of Cession of all the property real and personal and of the rights of the

On motion of Joseph Edouard Turcotte, Esquire, Advocate, M.PZP:, seconded A

Fhbrique, mentioned in the second, third, aud fourth Resolutions, subject to and in

conformity with the charges, conditions, obligations, and reservations in the foregoing
Resolutions contained, and the said Bishop shall accept the eaid Cession in his
corporate name.

On motion of Bazile Doucet, Esquire, Major, seconded“by Mr. Ignace
Carron, and passed unanimously :

Seventhly,—That we do promise to apply to the Legislature for the pass-
ing of all laws which may be deemed neressary for carrying into effect
the foregoing Resolutions, and for accomplishing the different objects which
this meeting has in view, and which they bave expressed in the said Re-
solution, : ‘ - u

His Grace the Archbishop being satisficd with the foregoing Resolutions, ac-
cepted and signed the same, with the first and third Churchwardens in office,
Messrs. Antoine Polette, Mayor and M.P.P., Pierre Vézina, Queen’s Counsel,
Pierre Benjumin Dumoulin, Advocate and M.P.P., Joseph Edouard Turcotte,
Advocate and M.P.P., Edouard Bernard, Advocate, Prothonotary of the District,
Ignace Carron, Municipal Councillor, Charles Bernard, Pierre Defossés, Merchant,
Jean-Baptiste Pothier, Justice of the Peace, Denis Genest Labarre, Notary and
Justice of the Peace, Olivier Gouin, Municipal Councillor, Jean-Baptiste Gauthier,
Joseph Giroux, Merchant, Flavien Lottinville, Notary, Elzéar Aubry, Louis
Doucet, Justice of the Peace, Henri Lor, George Badeaux, Physician, Ezéchiel
Moses Hart, Advocate, Edouard Plean, Isidore Duplessis, Thélesphore Lemay,
Jos>ph Saucier, Edouard Frigon, Merchant, Pierre Duval, Peter McCabe, Pierre .
Robichon, Uldaric Martel, Juseph Morisset, Valére Guillet, Notary and Coroner,

Frangois Dasylva, Advocate and Municipal Councillor, John Ryan, Octave Lot- =

tonville, Farmer, Hilarion Legendre, Land Surveyor, Louis Rousseau; Zéphirin
Duval, Louis Lampbron, P. C. Lassiseraye, Physician, John Keenan, Philippe
Jourdain, Merchant, Auguste Larue, Merchant, Joseph Hamel, junr.,, André
Cook, Moyse Gauthier, Merchant, Joseph Normand, Sévére Dumoulin, Esquire,

Advocate, Honorat Lacerte, Théodore Panneton, Félix Longval, and Frangois . =

Bellefeuille.

(Signed,)
P. Vézina,
A. Polette, Mayor,
J. B. Pothier,
D. G. Labarre,
dJ. Carron,
Chs. Bernard,
John Keenan,
Olivier Gouin,
F. Lottinville,
Thélesphore Lemay,
John Ryan,
'B. Doucet,,

(Signed,)
C. R. P. Défossés,
P. B. Dumoulin,
H. Lo,
J. E. Turcotte,

‘Octave Lottinville,

Louis Lamphron,
J. B. Gauthier,

Joseph Hamel, juar,,
André Cook,. '
Edouard Frigon,
Auguste Larue, -
Edouard Pleay, .
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_ (Signed,) ‘ - (Signed,) oo
Isidore Duplessis, G. Badeausx,
M. Gaauthier, Sévére Dumoulin,

E. Lafontaine, Honorat Lacerte,
Picrre Robichon, Pierre Duval, .
L. Doucet, Joseph Saucier,
Théodore Panneton, Félix Longval,
Joseph Morisset, Valére, Guillet.

André Panncton, ‘
t P. F. ARCHBISOP or QUEBEC. '

-

1, the undersigned Bishop elect of the Diocese of Three Rivers, and Curé of .
the Parish of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary at Three
Rivers, do certify, that the present extract is in conformity with the original, which
is deposited in the Archives of the said Parish, ‘

Eight words in the margin, approved. Four words, erased, null.

COOKE, o
Bishop elect, and Curé of Three Rivers.

No. 3.

COPY or t8e BULL APPOINTING Messire THOS. COOKE, Prigsrt,
VICAR GENERAL asp BISHOP or THREE RIVERS.

ot st it

PIUS PP. IX.

Dilecte Fili, salutem et Apostolicam Benedictionem.

. .

Cum per alias Litteras Nostras in simili forma Brevis hoc ipso die datas Ee-.
clesiam Episcopalem” Trifluvianam in Awerica Septentrionali ereximus, Nos:
ad ejusdem provisionem celerem atque felicem intendentes post deliberationem,:.
quam de preficiendo eidem Ecclesize personam utilem ac fructuosam cum \AZ
FF. NN. Cardinalibus Propagande Fidei preepositis habuimus diligentem, de-'"
mum ad te qui ex legitimo matrimonio procreatus ct in etate ctiam legitima
constitutus existis, quique Vicarii Generalis Archicpiscopi Quebecencis munere .
cum laude fungeris, cujus apud nos de morum integritate, doctrina prudentia
pietate, et Christiane Religionis atque Catholice Fidei zelo ac spiritualium pro:
videntia et temporalium circumspectione fide digna perhibentur testimonia oculo
mentis notree direximus. His omnibus mature perpensis’te, dilecte fili, a qui:
busvis excommunicationis, suspensionis et interdicti aliisque ecclesiasticis ce
suris, sententiis et poenis quovis modo et quacumque de ‘causa latis, si quas fo
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incurristi hujus tantum rei gratia absolventes et absolufum fore censentes,
eamdem Episcopalem Ecclesiam Trifluvianam de persona tua Nobis et memoratis
Cardinalibus ob tuorum exigentiam meritorum accépta, de eorumdem Fratrum
consilio, auctoritate Apostolica tenore preesentium providemus teque illi in
Episcopum praferimus-atque pastorem curam regimen et administrationem ipsius
Ecclesiee tibi in spiritualibus et temporalibus plenarie committendo: in Illo qui
dat gratiam et largitur dona confisi quod, dirigente Domino actus tuos predicta
Ecclesia per tuz circonspectionis industriam et studium utiliter ac prospere di-
rigatur et in spiritualibus et temporalibus orthodoxa Religio incrementa suscipiat.

Jugum igitur Domini tuis impositum humeris prompta animi devotione amplec- -

tens curam et administrationem preedictas ita studeas fideliter . prudenterque
exercere ut Ecclesia preedicta gaudeat se provido gubernatori et fructuoso admi-
nistratori esse commissam, ac tu preter eternz retributionis premium, nostram
quoque et Stee. Sedis Apostolicee uberius exinde consequi merearis benedictionem
et gratiam. Mandamus propterea in virtute Sancte obedientiz omnibus et sin-
gulis ad quos spectat et pro tempore spectabit, ut te in Episcopum Trifluvianz
Ecclesize, et ad ejus muneris liberum exercitium juxta preesentium tenorem reci-
piant atque admittant, tibique in omnibus que ad officium hujusmodi pertinent,
presto sint atque obediant, tua que salubria monita et mandata reverenter susci-
piant et efficaciter adimpleant, alioquin sententiam seu peenam quam rite tuleris
in rebelles seu statueris, ratam habebimus et faciemus auctorante Domino usque
ad satisfactionem condignam inviolabiliter observari. Ceterum ad ea que in sue

cedere possunt commoditatis augmentum favorabiliter respicientes tibi ut a quo-

cumque quem malueris Catholico Antistite sanctee Nostree Sedis gratiam et
communionem habente accitis et in hoc ei assistentibus duobus aliis Episcopis,

vel quatenus hi commode reperiri non poterunt, duobus eorum loco presbyteris.

secularibus vel cujusvis ordinis, congregationis et instituti Regularibus similem
preedictee hujus sedis gratiam et communionem habentibus munus consecrationis
recipere libere ac licite possis et valeas; ac eidem Antistiti ut receptis a te prius
Catholice Fidei professione juxta articulos pridem a Sancta sede nostra proposi-
tos, ac Nostro, et Romana Ecclesie nomine fidelitatis debite solito juramento

prefatum munus tibi auctoritate nostra impendere licite valeat, eadem auctoritate:

plenam et liberam harum serie tribuimus facultatem.

Volumus tamen eademque auctoritate pracipimus atque decernimus ut nisi

receptis a te per dictum Antistitem juramento et professione fidei hujusmodi

ipse Antistes consecrationis munus tibi impendere, tuque illud recipere pree- .
sumpseris, idem Antistes a Pontificalis officii exercitio et tam ipse quam ftu. a
regimine et administratione Ecclesiarum vestrarum suspensi sitis eo ipso. Non'
obstan. Apostolicis ac in universalibus, provincialibusque et synodalibus conciliis -
editis generalibus vel specialibug constitutionibus, et ordinationibus caterisqus

contrariis quibuscumque. ‘ S
Datum Roma apud S. Petrum sub annulo Piscatoris die vi junii mpcccrir.
Pontificatus nostri anno sexto. '

(L. t 8.) Pro Domino CArpINALIL LAMBRUSCHINI. .
(Sign.)  Jo. Ba. BRANCALEONI CASTELLANI, Substiis.
Pro Apographo.
J. R. L. HAMELIN, S.D,,

b Episcopi Trifluvianensis Secrius.

A1853.
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COPY or Tee BULL ERECTING THREE RIVERS 1nto A‘ DIOCESE.‘

4

[

PIUS PP. IX.

Ad futuram rci memoriam,

Universi Dominici Gregis cura quee Nobis utpote Beati Petri Apostolorum
Principis successoribus commissa divinitus est, illud exigit, ut quum opportu-
num fuerit, novas per terrarum orbem constituamus ecclesias, novosque prefi-
ciamus pastores, ut saluti ovium facilius ac sceurius ca ratione consultum sit.
Jam vero quum Avchicpiscopus Quebecencis, et ejusdem suffraganci Lipiscopi-
ex synodo auno proxime superiort habita Nobis supplicaverint, ut ad melius:
providendum spirituali fideliun bono ex satis ampla Quebecensi Dicecesi partém.
quamdam sejungeremus ad novam ccclesiam constituendam quwe suffraganes
esset Metropolitane Quebecensis, et cujus sedes in Civitate Trifluviana_statueres.
tur, Nos dc hac re deliberationem habuimus cum VV. FF. NN, S. E. R. Cardi~-
nalibus propagande Tidei prmpositis, omnibus que mature perpensio expedire
in Domino judicavimus ut ad pradicta Ecclesiee erectionem deveniamus, Itaque
motu proprio, certa scientin, ac matura deliberatione Nostra, Deque Aplica
Adfictis plenitudine a Dicccesi Quecbecensi sejungimus, ac dismembramus totum
districtum Trifluvianensem, comitatus vulgo dictos Champlain, Sancti Maurit,
Yamaska, Nicolet ¢t Drummond comprehendentem, item partem comitatis vulgo
dicti Sherbrooke in districtu Sancti Irancisci, in qua invenientur loca (Zownships)
nuncupata Garthby, Stratford, Whitton, Marston, Clinton, Woburn, Stanhope,
Croydon, Chesham, Adstock, Linwick, Weedon, Dudswell, Bury, Hampden,
Ditton, Embarton, Drayton, Auckland, Newport, Westbury, Stoke, Windsor ét
Shipton. IHas regioncs igitur ¢t prazdicta loca a Quebecensi Dicecesi dismembrata
territorium cfficerc volumus novee Lcclesize Tiifluviane nuncupande cujus sedem
Episcopalem in Civitate Trifluviana erigimus ct constituimus, atque hanc Tri-
fluvianam Kcclesiam sic crectam suffragancam esse volumus Arvchiepiscopalis
Ecclesiz Qucbecensis. IIwme volumus, statuimus et mandamus, decernentes has
litteras firmas, validas ct cfficaces existerc et fore, suosque plenarios et integros
effectus sortiri ct obtinere, iisque ad_quos spectant quovis tempore suffragati;
sicque in prremissis per quoscuinque Judices ordinarios, ot delegatos etiam cails,
garum Palatii Aplici auditores ac S. R. L. Cardinales, sublata cis, et eorum
enilibet quavis aliter judicandi, ct interpretandi facaltate et afiete judicari,-go-
definivi debere, irritumque ct inanc quidquid sccus super his a quoquam quayis
aficte scienter vel ignoranter contigerit attentarl. Non obstan. Nostra, ef C’a;ff-
cellarie Aplice regula de jure quesito non tollendo et quatecnus opus sit’ feli
rec. Benedicti XIV Preedecessoris Nostri super Divisione Materiarum; aliisqué:
Aplicis constitutionibus ewterisque contrariis quibuscumque. A

Datum Roma, apud S. Potrum sub annulo Piscatoris Die v junii
MDCCCLIL ‘ RS

Pontificatus nostri anno scxto.

(L. t+ S.) Pro Dommvo Carpvane LAMBRUSCHINI, Lk
(Sign.)  Jo. B, BRANCALEONI CASTELLANI, Substis
- Pro Apographo, e

J. R. L. HAMELIN, 8.D.,
‘ Episcopi Trifluvianensis.Secin
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No.5.‘ |
ACTE

OF INSTALLATION or HIS LORDSHIP THOMAS COOKE,
CATHOLIC BISHOP or THREE RIVERS.

On the eighteenth day of the month of October; in the year one thousand eight
hundred and fifty-two, about eight of .the clock in the forenoon, the undersigned
Notaries-Public, acting as Notaries Apostolic in that part of the Province of Ca~
nada, heretofore constituting the Province of Liower Canada, residing in Three
Rivers ; having been requested on behalf of His Lordship Thomas Cooke, appointed
Bishop of Three Rivers by the Bull of His Ioliness the Sovereign Pontiff, Pius
IX., bearing date on the cighth of June of this present year, one thousand eight -
hundred and fifty-two; repaired to the Church of the Parish of the Immaculate
‘Conception of the Blessed Virgin at Three Rivers, which is to be his Cathedral, the
clergy and the people having been assembled beforehand, and being present to wit-
ness the ceremony of the consecration of the said Bishop of Three Rivers, and his
immediate installation; His Lordship the said Thomas Cooke, thus appeinted
Bishop of Three Rivers, repaired to the said Church with the Clergy so assembled,
where the said Bull was read in a loud and audible manner; after which the con-
secration of His Lordship Thomas Cooke, as titular Bishop of Three Rivers, was
proceeded with, and the ceremony being concluded, His Liordship Thomas Cooke
was conducted to his throne by His Girace the Archbishop of Quebec, and by
His Lordship J. C. Prince, Bishop of St. Hyacinthe, and was there installed by

them; and at the same moment, the Te Deum being then chaunted, His Lord- ‘

ship Thomas Cooke was then and there joyfully acknowledged as the Father
in"God and titular Bishop of the Diocese of Three Rivers, by the kissing: of
hands received from all his Clergy in token of obedience, and finally by the taking

of possession, to which no person made any opposition. Of all which Hig .

Lordship Thomas Cooke, being actually in possession of the said Church and
Diocese of Three Rivers, required the notaries to make a record, upon which
they granted him these presents, under the number four thousand four hundred
and thirty-six, on the.day and year above written; and the said Lord Bishop -
of Three Rivers, with His Grace the Archbishop of Quebec, and His Lord-
ship the Bishop of St. Hyacinthe, have signed together with the Bishop of

Tloa; and part of the Priests and Curés of the Diocese of Three Rivers who were .

present at the ccremony, and a large number of the principal inhabitants of the
Town and of the Diocese of Three Rivers, also present at the ceremony and taking
of possession, have signed with us said notarics; and Messrs. André Panneton,
Churchwarden in office, Louis Clair and Joseph Panneton, also Churchwardens, =
and the said Messrs. Panneton, being requested, declared they could not sign, but

the said L. Clair did sign after having heard the same duly read. R

Thus signed upon the original :—
t Tuomas, Bishop of Three Rivers.
t P. F., Archbishop of Quebec.
¥ J. C., Bishop of St. Hyacinthe.
.1.C. F, iBiqth‘ of Tloa.

TR e : Wit
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(Signed,)

D. Mondelet,

André Panneton, Churchwarden in
office,

Louis Clair, Churchwarden,

A, Polette, Mayor,

Ed. Barnard, Prothonotary,

Frs. Dasylva, Advocate,

Boucher de Niverville, Advocate,

F. X. Guillet, Advocate,

G. Badeau, M.S.,

Sévére Dumoulin, Advocate,

M. D. Marcoux, Priest,

L. Aubry, Priest,

'W. J. Fréchette, Priest,

Edmond Langevin, Priest, Secretary
to the Archbishop of Quebec.

J. O. Prince, Priest, Vic.,

Chs. OL Caron, Priest,

(Signed,)

£ ——

(Signed,)
O. Marquis, Priest,
Augustin Larue,

'P. Vézina, Queen’s Council,

his .

Joseph 4 Panneton, Churchwarden,
mark, ‘

J. E. Turcotte, Q.C.,

L. G. Duval, Advocate,

E. M. Hart, Advocate,

Aim¢ Désilets, Advocate,

A. V. Desaulniers, Advocate,

J. Desfosses, ‘

d. O. Rousseau,

Ph. H. Suzor, Priest,

A. Mailloux, Priest,

Ol Larue, Priest,

P. Défossés,

Etienne Tapin,

F. LOTINVILLE, N.P.,

“ V. GUILLET, N.P.

——

True copy of the originals remaining of record in my office. ,

V. GUILLET, N.P.

et ——

PRINTED BY ROLLO CAMPBELL, GARDEN STREET, QUEBE.
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REPORT.,.
The Special Committee to whom was referred the Bill to regulate ‘the

Pilotage in and below the Port of Quebec, have the honor to report as
follows : ‘ ‘ ‘ : S

(Translation.) : ‘ o

In the examination of the important question submitted to them, and contained
in the Bill to regulate the Pilotage in and below the Port of Quebec, Your Committee
ihought it advisable to adopt a methodical course of proceeding, and take up ina
regular manner the study of the several matters connected with the subject, and °
in order to do so the plan they followed was: 1st. To examinc the existing laws .
relative to Pilotage. 2ndly. To compare the provisions of these laws with laws of -
‘Foreign Ports. 3rdly. To inquire into the state of the River St. Lawrence in connec-
tion with the Pilotage. 4thly. To inquire into the manuner in which the present
gystem of Pilotage works. 5thly. To examine what effects the Bill would have,
and what changes it would causc. 6thly. To examine thesc results and compare
them with cach other. Tthly. To ascertain the objections of the op&wnents of the .
Bill. 8thly. To learn whether the principles of the Bill are new, and whether they
Lave not already been admitted both elsewhere and in this Country. o
Your Committec held an inquiry, in the course of which they examined men of
business, mariners and pilots, and made the researches which were necessary in order
to arrive at the solution of the different questions which they proposed to themselves,
and they now present, in the order above specified, the results of those researches,
and the proof elicited by the inquiry. ‘ : L
The only law at present in force inrelation to the Pilotage, is the 12th Vic., cap, .
114. This law vestsin the Quecbece Trinity House the supervision of all matters rela- -
iive to the Navigation within the limits of the Port of Quebec, and includes in that
Port all the extent of water between Portneuf near Quebec and the Eastern limits
of the Province, and assigns as the limits of the River or of the Pilotage, all the
channel comprised between the Harbour of Quebee, properly called, and a line drawn -
from Cape Colombier on the North to Isle St. Bernabé on the South, covering an
extent of nearly 60 leagues. The Trinity House is intrusted with the duty of seeing .
to the education of the Pilot’s Apprentices; this education lasts seven years, during. .
which the Apprentice must make four sea voyages, and cruise every year .
in the North and South Channels of the St. Lawrence. The Trinity House
examines the candidates, and either grants or refuses their certificates of ‘capacity.  * |
The Trinity House has the power of suspending Pilots from their functions, for-
a time or for life, on account of bad conduct, carelessness or ignorance. It is
unnecessary to enter into more lengthy details respecting the powers of the Trinity
House in relation to the Pilots, inasmuch as they have no immediate reference tor
ihe Bill, which withdraws from that House no portion of the control which it possesses™ * .-
over the Pilots, and provides for an organization which has not the slightest connec- " - -
iion with the dutics and powers conferred by the above cited Act. It was merely., - -
uecessary to give an idea of those privileges, in order to show the nature of the Bill - .
submitted to the Committee; for no law exists, the provisions of which are inconsistent;
with the details of the present Bill, inasmuch as the only object of that Bill is to pro
vide for the management of the private affairs of the Pilots so as to meet the interésts
of the Navigation as well as those of the Pilots themselves; Your Committee w.
point out hereafter how far the Bill meets or does not meet the proposed objec!
In examining the laws and regulations by which Foreign Ports are govern
Your Committee found. that, apart from the provisions of the 12th Vic;, ¢
114, and the powers vested in bodies more or less similar to the Quebec Tris
. A . ' e o
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House, there arc in almost all Ports laws or regulations by which stations are
assigned to the Pilots, within the Hmits whereof they are forced to remain, and
by which they are reguired to keep equipped a certain number of Pilot Boats ;
these boats are registered and of a certain deseription. Now these two obligations
which are every where else considered necessary for the efficiency and the seeurity’
‘of the sea-port service, do not exist as regards the Port of Quebcee. ‘

The important Commission on Pilotage, appointed in England in the year
1826, recommends nfer alic the cstablishment of Stations for all the Ports of
England, the registration of the Pilot vessels and the adoption of regulations
requiring the Pilots to remain within the limits of their Pilot-ground, declar-
ing that the long voyages made by the Pilots beyond their natural limits
exposed them to useless expense, and endangered their morals, by causing them
to contract bad habits, '

In all the Ports in England, the Pilotage is subjcet, at present, to these
provisions, and the same rules exist in all the principal Ports of the United States,
excepl the Port of New York where the difficulties which have arisen between the
two neighbouring States, have indueed the Legislatures to refrain from taking any
farther steps in the matter.  The Gommissioners of that Port are partly appointed
by the commercial class and partly by the naval authorities. These Commis-
sioners, nevertheless, require the Pilot vessels to be registered although the Pilots
are only chosen for one year, and arc bound to present themselves every year
before the Commissioners, ‘

The Thames Pilots can, on the requisition of a majority of their number,
associate ainongst themselves and make a common {und of their earnings.  Those -
of Liverpool arc associated in the same manner, and divide the profits accord-
ing to the class of each Pilot, (the Pilots in Eugland being divided into classes,
and cach class being only allowed to take eharge of vessels of u certain draught).
In Maryland and scveral other States of the Union, cach Pilot is obliged to go
out to sea with a decked Pilot-vessel of a certain deseription 5 but in these States,
thesc Head Pilots ave, properly speaking, functionaries having under them ‘Deputy
Pilots who pilot the vessels subjeet to the responsibility of the Head Pilots.

In examining the condition of the River St. Lawrence with respect to Pilot-
aze, Your Committee will have an opportunity of shewing that the division of
the Pilots into classes is impossible, in so far as regawds the St. Lawrence. It
.appears by the inquiry had by Your Comuiittee, that the channel of the St. Law--

rence is one of the Jongest il not the longest in the world ; the Pilot-ground ex-
tending over a distance of sixty leagnes 5 that Bie is the point at which the river
comunences 1o narrow and to form the channel properly so called ; that at Bic and
Mille Vaches, at the entrance of this channel to the North and South, commence’
the dangers resulting from the narrowness caused by the contracting of the banks ;
that the greatest number of shipwyecks within the limits of the Pilol-ground,
scenr befween the Brandy Pots and Bic in consequence of the dangerous position -,
of White Island, Red Island, Green fsland and those already mentioned. Add*
to these facts that the Navigation scason, instead of lasting the whole year as”
is the case in the Boglish and American Ports, only lasts seven months, and that;. -
more than one-half of the vessels come up the St. Lawrence in ballast, and it will .
be easily conceived that it is impossible to eveate two classes ol Pilots for the’,
St. Lawrence, and still more 5o to grant to a certain number of Pilots the right .
of having deputics over whom they could not possibly exercise any surveillance’
whatever. 'The facts above cited are more particularly cstablished by the éiii‘\'f;”
dence of Rear Admiral Boxer, Captains Lambly and McDougall, and Messrs?
Tremblay, Plante, Brown, Simard and Lapointe, Pilots. In the opinion of Yout}
Commitice 'thexe is not the remotest doubt, that the natural limits of the Pilotég‘gg
gronnds are Cape Colombier 1o the North, and Isle 8t. Bemabé to the South, and
that Bic is the place at which the dangers arising from the narrowing of {h
channel of the 8t. Lawrence begin. .

[ f ) |
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It has been proved before Your Committee by nearly all the witnesses
examined, that the Pilots now cruise as far down as the Gulf, and travel a distance
of 600 miles; that they embark in any description of, vessels, and even occa-
sionally on loaded vessels ; that a great number of themn perish annually in these
~ voyages; that a good number of vessels arrive at Quebee every year without
Pilots, although the number of Pilots is quite sufficient ; that a great many ship-
wrecks oceur within the limits of the Pilotage ground en the outward voyage,
because the Pilots leave their posts before reaching their limits, so as to make up .
for the time lost in voyages of too great length, Nearly all the witnesses exa-
mined, Mariners, Merchants or Pilots, agree in declaring that the system is bad,
and that it is necessary that some steps should be taken for the interests of the |
Navigation and for that of the Pilots. The procecdings taken at different times
by the Trinity House are a proof of this. . .

The Bill submitted to the Committee would provide a remedy for the abuses -
complained of, by retaining the Pilots within their natural limits, and compelling
them to provide vesscls fit for the service, and by incorporating them in such
a manner as to lecave to the Secretary-Treasurcr of their Corporation the entire -
management of their money matters, thus enabling the Pilots to devote their time
exclusively to the performance of the duties of their profession. No great dif:
ference of opinion as to these points seems to exist in the public mind, Your
Committee will shew hereafter in what particulars the Bill is opposed, and in what.
respect it could be amended, so as to meet the views of every. one. ‘

Your Committce have no hesitation in saying that, under the operation of the

clauses of the Bill above mentioned, the Pilotservice would be better attended to,
the class of Pilots improved, and shipwrecks of less frequent occurrence. The
Committee appointed last year to inquire into this subject were of the same
opinion. The system proposed by the Bill, of confiding to a Treasurer-General’
the duty of collecting the Pilots’ fecs, would have another advantage, namely, that
of putting a stop to the disgraceful speculations of certain Owners and Captains -
of vessels out of the fees of Pilots, as has heen proved before this Commitiee ; an
abuse which has long been complained of, as appears by the remarks of Admiral
Boxer on a Bill introduced in 1845. In all Ports where Pilotage laws exist, par-
ticular care has been taken to prevent, by all possible means, speculations of this
nature, the fendency of which is to bring the profession into disrepute, and . -
thercby to render the sexvice less efficient. ,

The only serious objection urged in the Petitions against the Bill, has refer- '

ence to the formation of a common fund out of the Pilotage fees, and the Pilots .
and Shipowners opposed to it pretend that such an enactment, were it to become
law, would have the cffect of diminishing the encrgy of the Pilots, by taking:
away from them the stimulus of individual interest ; this objection certainly carries :
great weight, This principle of community with respect to the industry of the
Pilots, which is quitc an exceptional one, has nevertheless been admitted in -
England, where the majority of the Pilots in any Port can compel the minority ..
to form a common fund, and this practice obtains at Liverpool. In 1845, the.
Quebee Trinity Flouse recommended the passing of a Bill which had ' been. -
introduced by Attorney General Smith, and contained a provision of this nature,," .

‘Yonr Committee therefore recommend to Your Honorable House, that so.
much of the Bill as relates to this community of the fees received by the Pilots,, '
be expunged therefrom, and that its other provisions be adopted by Your Honor- =
able House ; and, for proof of the necessity of such provisions, they beg leave :to
refer to the evidence given, and more particularly to the testimony of Messrs.; .
‘Boxer, Gilmour, Lambly, McDougull, Tremblay, Plante and Brown. .~ = ° =

Your Committee conclude, therefore, by recommending the Bill with the.
‘amendments made by them. - TG

The whole humbly submitted. (Signed,). J. C. TACHE, -
- Committee Room, No, 4, . = - :  Chaitmar

., Quebec, 30th May, 1853, = J

am
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

(Translation.) | ‘
28tk April, 1853.

Laurent Tremblay, of Quebec, Pilot, called in and examined :

1. Are you not a practising Pilot, and how long have you been so ?—I have
been a practising Pilot since 1802, and I am the second in scniority.

2. Are you not about to leave the active pursuit of your occupation?—

I am about to leave the active pursuit of my occupation, being sixty-eight years
of age.

bS.‘What are the natural limits of the Pilot-ground as regards the Port of .

" Quebec >—The limits of the Pilot-ground are Isle St. Bernab¢ and Bic.

4, Which are the most dangerous parts of the River St. Lawrence?—
The most dangerous places in ascending the River are: Mille-Vaches,
Grecn Island, Red Island, White Island, the Shoals of Harc Island which are,
nevertheless, not so dangerous as the first mentioned places; the St. Rocli’s Traverse
which is very dangerous, the Pillars, the Shoals of St. Thomas, those of Ste.
Madame, P'Ise aux Reaux and of Beaumont. “

5. Is not the Channel of the St. Lawrence the largest in the world >—Yes,
the Channel of the Pilotage in the St. Lawrence is the largest in the world.

6. Do the Pilots at the present time keep within the limits of the
Pilot ground >—No; the Pilots do not at this time keep within the limits of their Pilot
ground; but go down the Gulf to its extremity, to St. Paul’s, Brilliant and Bird
Island, a distance of at least 500 miles below Bic. ’

7. At whatplace within the limits of the Pilot-ground do the greatest num-
ber of wrecks occur?—The greatest numberof wrecks, within the limitsof the Pilot
ground occur between the Brandy Pots and Bic; and a few ycars since fourtecn ves-
sels were lost between thosc points on their outward voyage. None of these vessels
had Pilots on board ; the only one of the fleet which had a Pilot escaped shipwreck,

8. Has not the Trinity House made many {ruitless attempts to keep the
Pilots within their limits>—Yes the Trinity House hasinade two different attempts .
to keep the Pilots within their limits, by imposing fines and even by suspending
them, by giving orders to the Captains of vessels to report Pilots who boarded
vessels without the limits, under a penalty for omission to do so ; but all ' this failed
for want of supervision, and the Trinity House repealcd these regulations, having -
no means of causing them to be respected. o

9. Are stations assigned by law to Pilots at the dangerous places near

" the limits of the Pilot ground >—No stations are appointed by Law for Pilots at .
the dangerous places near the limits of the Pilot ground. :

‘ 10. How are the Pilots equipped for their voyages >—The Pilots make use
of ‘all kinds of craft for their cruises, froman open boat to a full-decked schooner. .

11. Does commerce suffer from the want of organization of the Pilots, ?—=
Commerce does certainly suffer from the want of organization of the Pilots; .,
for instance, vessels pass Pilots in the Gulf without being able to p‘rocu‘re‘ '
their services, in consequence of the fogs and storms; these vessels arrive, "
within the limits of the Pilot-ground without being able to procure a . .
Pilot, and on this account shipwrecks often happen of vessels inward bound. -

- Qutward bound ships find the want of Pilot stations, leaving their Pilots, most
of them, at the Brandy Pots, and it is in consequence of this discharging of th€ir
. Pilots that shipwreeks happen to outward bound vessels. If there were Pilof
stations and a regular organization of the Pilots, all these inconveniences would dis-

4 ' ) )
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appear. A practice prevails which is very unfavourable to the coasting trade and - -

to that with the Lower Provinces. Almost all the schooners freighted for these Ports

take Pilots on board, stipulating to put them on board ships bef%re‘they teach their

destination, thus risking their freights in dangerous cruises, and often adding "~

greatly to the length of their passage. ‘

12. Do Pilots suffer from the same want of organization?—Pilots suffer
much from this want of organization, and every year many Pilots are drowned in
the Gulf;; many are camied away to England through the inability of the Cap-
tains to put them ashore, ‘

13. Why do Pilots descend below their limits >—For want of organ-
ization, the Pilots have gradually allowed themselves to be drawn into a foolish

competition, and the hope of hoarding some large vessel frequently induces them .

to craise below for several days, even after having met vessels of inlerior tonnage,

wauting Piluts.

14. Is it not true that the Captains of vesscls have often expressed to

you a desirc to sec the Pilots incorporated and organized >—The Captains of ves-

sels have often expressed to me their surprise at witnessing the Pilotage so con-.

ducted, and have expressed a desire that for the interest of Navigation the Pilots
should be organized and incorporated. ‘
15. How many Pilots arc there now practising in the Port of Quebec,
and out of this namber how many are in favour of, and how many are opposed to
the Bill now before the Coinmitice 7—There are about 265 Pilots praciising in the
Port of Quebec ; about forty of these are opposed to the Bill now before the Com-
mittee, the remaining 226 are in favor of the Bill. o
16. Wounld the expenses of cach Pilot be increased or diminished by

the organization proposed by the Bill 7—The cxpenses of each Pilot will be very .

much diminished by the organization proposed by the Bill, and six good cruising,
schooners of sufficient tonnage and thoroughly equipped for Sea, will cost the
Pilots much less thun the great number of crafts of all sorts in which Pilots now
sail, ‘ o ‘

17 Arc you aware of the real reasons by which the minority are in-

duced to oppose the present Bill>—The Pilots forming the minority who are op-

posed to the Bill, have formed, under the auspices of the firm of Gilmour & Co.,
and some other Merchants, an Association, having certain engagements with thege

Merchants, which engagements are not all known to the public; but it may easily . -

be seen that the firm of Gilmour & Co., especially, only employ in the Pilotage of

their outward bound ships, the Pilots belonging 1o this Association, and the firm." |
of Gihnour & Co. have sold two schooners 1o this Association, onc of which was

<

sold at a price much beyond its real value. I know by personal experience,
having been mysell subjected to this exaction, that the firm of Gilmour & Co. -

only.give the dowpward Pilotage of their vessels on coudition that the Pilot
shall give up to the firm a certain amount out of his fees; this is illegal, and is - :

the constant practice of several merchants who are opposedto this Bill,

18. Do you think that the occupation of Pilot would be improvedfb\y‘f
the proposed organization?—I am decidedly of opinion that the. occupation’ of .

Pilot sould be improved in cvery respect, and more especially as, regards order . -

and decency. The long voyages and long absence, frequently on inferior vessels,

subjecting many Pilots to numerons disorders, and the exactions' to which .they .
are compelled to submit by certain merchants, owners of vessels, and which
exactions the Pilots cannot resist for want of organization, and in consequence
of a foolish competition, tending to debase the characters of the Pilots. I 'hand:
in to the Commiitee a memorandum, (page 6)with respect to the Bill, conlaining,
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facts known to myself and to most of my confréres, and the truth of which
I can centify. ‘ ‘

19. Do you think the encrgy of the Pilots would be diminished by the
proposed organization ?—The organization proposed by the Bill could not but
encourage all the Pilots, aud the competition provided by the Bill by means of
the two proposced Associations will be suilicient to vouse the energy of the least
actlive of the Pilots, for the gains of cach Pilot and of each Association will
depend upon the activity shewn in the performance of the scrvice.

(Translation.)

Joseph Plante, of the City of Quebce, Pilot, called in and examined :
Are you not a praclising Pilot and for what period have you been so?—I
have been a practising Pilot for 26 years.

Are you not about to retire from practice >—No, Iam not about to retire
from the practice of Pilotage. ‘ ‘
- Did you hear the answers given by Mr. Tremblay, the witness ex-
amined in your presence, and do you agree with him in what he has just
stated or not?—1I heard all the remarks made by Mr. Tremblay, to the questions
which were put to him, and I agree with him in all his statements, and 1 can
bear witness to all the facts contained in his evidence, and in the memorandum
handed in by him to the Committee, and I declave the said [acts to be true and o
public notoriety. o

Some remarks in relation to M. Tuché’s Bill on Pilotage, now before (he House
of Assembly, (Referred to in the evidence of Messrs. Tremdly and Plante.)

This measture involves inferests of two kinds; the interests of Commerce
and Navigation, and those of the Pilots as a class and as individuals. There
is no necessity to insist upon the importance of establishing wise laws to regu-

late the navigation, but it is perhaps necessary to insist upon the importance of
looking into the present state of Pilotage for the River St. Lawrence below
Quebec, and to urge that any law tending to enlighten, moralize and raisc the
profession of Pilots, will be a law calculated to benefit the trade and navigation
of our noble River. ‘

The interest of the trade in relation to Pilolage is to ensure a prompt, effective
and regular service, because the more such a service will be regular and better
secured, the less accidents there will be in our waters. And it must be
remarked that for one thing or another the navigation of the St. Lawrence is
now heavily taxed with an extraordinary rate of marine Insurance. If the
anthors of this present memorial prove that in consequence of there being no
regulations for the Pilotage, vesscls arc cvery year 1un ashore for the want of -
Pilots on board when the scrvices of such men are required, they will have
proved that this want of regulation is at least one of the causes of the high
rate of insurance : and if this memorial proves at the same time that the number
of Pilots is suflicient, and that in fact, Pilots arc al hand when such vessels'”
suffer from the want of their services, they will have proved that all this evilis'
only the 'result of the want of good management. ‘ L

At the present moment Pilots arve allowed to go as far as the open Gulf at "+
150 and cven 800 miles {rom their limits, in places where the 8t. Lawrence is
from 60 to 50 miles across, in boals, the greater nurnber of which are 1otally” -
unfit for the servee, The result is that Pilots constantly miss sight of the shipsy

[}
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and are vometimes unable to board those ehlps when in sight, and after board-

ing are fatigned and worn out by a long, unnecessary, and dangerom navigation .

throurrh walers far distant from their natural ground. Time afler time, the Tri:
nity House of Quebec have tried to prevent such a practice, bul from the want
of organization of the Pilots, they failed in those attempts.

Lea us cite some of the cvils resulting from the above state of things; and
if the measure is allowed to pass its second 1(.'1(]111 and to go before a Committee,
all the contents of this memorial could be easily pxoved to the satisfaction of the
Committee and of the House.

It is a well known fact that every year a great number of vessels reach‘

the Port of Quebec without Pilots, while at the same time a great number of Pilots
are usclessly cruising to their own detriment in the waters "of the Gulf; there is
another fact which corroborates the onc just now stated, that a awatcr number
of wrecks generally occur in going up than in going down the River and that
those wrecks happen in consequence of the want of attendance on the part of
the Pilots. A few years ago a Brig, with passengers, after having made signals
for Pilots from Bernabé to Bic, was obliged to continue without having “been
boarded, and ran ashore at Red Island, 45 miles inside of the Pilotage limits , and
met with a total loss of lives and plopu'ty, only 11 persons hwmg been saved.
A steamship engaged in the intricate navigation, without having been able to
procure a Pilot, 1)1oposod to tow a Barque in order to take adv'mtawo of her Pilot,
and at last was provided with vne by the master of another ship outward bound
who allowed his Pilot to leave the vessel before he had completed his duty. In
1851, four ships, after having gone through several miles within the Pilot-water,
w;thout ﬁndm any Pilot boat, were fmced for their safety to go back to Bic at
Pilots’ limits, and 1o anclor in order 1o wait for Pilots. ' Not less than twelve
names of vessels can be given, which have been wrecked within the boundary
of the Pilots’ limits, dcsu,ndmo the River, the masters baving permitled their
Pilots to leave the ship 60 miles above the limits of the Pllotawe, fearing least
they should have some difficulty in disembarking such Pilots at the “Pilot’s
limits in the Gulf. Tt is a customary thing to see a Thumber of vessels anchor at
Brandy Pots, and leave their Pilots; and last year, though twy had a fair wind
to enable them to continue their voyage, not less than 30 ships anchored at this
place, and in the confusion which took place, a collision happened, and one

ship was dismasted, and the other greatly damaged. ‘

In other cncumstanccs, masters unwilling to pzut with their Pilots, and’ 1o

undertake the responsibility of permitting them to leave above the limits, are

obliged to cruise, and afterwards lose time on account of there being no. Pilot.

boat at the limits, to disembark Pilots,
These facts are well known by masters and Pi]ot but generally not reportet%
to owners, consignees, and undelwrltem; yet they existand are the cause of 4

tax on the shipping, amounting yearly to more than the whole Pilotage fee for
the River, besides the increase of the Insurance rate in consequence of ﬂcmdent& :

There is another grievance which bears principally upon cur coasting and"
intercolonial trade with the lower Ports, which is the detrimental habit of .
some masters who undertake to cairy Pilots in the Gulf, with the intention of * .
placing those Pilots on board ships, on' payment of a certain price, before'
reaching the Port to which they are sent; every year accidents occur in'con -

eequoncc of the custom. Last year a hrve schooner freighted for one of the
lower Ports, started from Quebee with 20 l’]]ﬂl« on board ; the condition was;
that the master of the schooner was obliged to erbark every one of. those.
Pilots before reaching his destxmtxon—after a cruise of a fortnight, there were;
tJIl soveral Pilots on board the schooner, when a gale came on: all the crew and

the Pilots werce worn out by constant day aund nig ht cruising, and the’ Qchodnei'?

o
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met with a total loss of all the lives and property on board, including twelve
‘Pilots. In consequence of this accident several families were left without =
support, the true facts were concealed, the insurance paijd the value of the goods, -
and the consignee who was expecting those goods and breadstuff to supply his
fishermen, was prevented from  carrying on his fishing during the best part of -
the fishing scason ; this is not a solitary case, but one that occurs every year.

Every year a great number of Pilots perish in the Gulf, and not a single one
in their natuval waters, Last year, besides Pilots who were drowned in single
boats and freighted schooners, one Pilot boat was wrecked with her crew,
together with two Pilots she had on board. Acecidents are so frequent, that the
‘Trinity House, which is the trustee of the Pilots’ Saving Fund, has becn obliged
to reduce to a trifling and insuflicient sum, the annuity provided for widows and
orphans of deccased Pilots, thug rendering to an extent the humanc and wise
‘provisions of the law inefficacious.

The above mentioned facts induced a Commitice of the last Parliament to
report favorably upen the Petition of the Pilots, praying for relief; and a Bill to
incorporate the Pilots passed its sccond rcading in the last Session, but on
acconnt of the immense number of measurcs before the House, this Bill was
overtaken by the prorogation, before it had gone through the other stages. The
Bill of last year was nevertheless far inferior in its details to the one now before
this present Parliament.

The present Bill has two main features, that is to say: 1. To keep Pilots
within the limits of their own waters; 2. To allow them to form a Joint Stock
Company for their own earnings, on an equitable footing.

The first provision is for the benefit of the shipping and of the Pilots them-
selves, and a regulation so nccessary exists in every country and every well
managed harbor in England, France, United States, and elsewhere,  The second
provision is not an cxtraordinary one. The Port of Liverpool, we suppose, is
second in importance to none in the world, and we may with perfect safety
adopt so much of the regulations of that well managed Port as arc adaptable to
our own situation. ‘

Let us look at the ¢ Act for the better regulation and encouragement of Pilots
for the Port of Liverpool.” In this Act we see : * And be it further enacted, That
if at any time or times hercafter, a majority of licensed Pilots of and belonging to
the said Port of Liverpool, shall consent and agree to have a Joint Stock of all
their earnings, for the benefit of the whole,......... &c.” According to the provi-
sions of this Act, the Commissioners of the Port of Liverpool have established
regulations, some articles of which are headed thus: I1I. Pilots’ boats; VI .-
Stations and duties of the first and sccond boat ; 1X. Of the third boat; X. Of
the fourth boat ; XIL Of the sixth boat, &ec.; and at rule, XV. the turn of each
Pilot boat is regulated, and at rule. XXII. it is stated ; “All Pilots shall repair to
their respective boats, and proceed in them to their stations......... it shall be the
duty of every Pilot when not actually employed, to attend daily and cvery day, .
~at such time and place as may be fixed upon and appointed for that purpose by’ -
‘the master of the boat to which he belongs, to receive such orders and directions
as may then and there be given by the said master, &e.” T

It is clear that the provisions of the Bill in question are as near as possible: -
similar to those adopted for the Port of Liverpool. "

Let us look at the objections offered by the opponents of the measure, and .
let us weigh the value of their reasons  The opposition comes from 40 Pilots -
out of 270, and from parties at Quebec ;several of them are, we must admit;
at the head of very large commercial houses, but nobody has a right to says
“ Sie volo, sic jubeo ; stat pro ratione volontas.” 'Thus we must look at the reasons:
“alleged ; the 40 Pilots who are opposed to the whole of their brethren, contendy
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1st. That it is the interest of the shipping to have skilful and respectable Pilots';
2nd. That the Bill will increase the rate of Insurance in' taking from the Pilots,’
the powerful stimulus of private interest; 3rd. That the promiscuousness of the
. Association is a benefit tothelazy Pilots, to the disadvantage of the industrious ;
4th.  That it will be a hardship [or the owners and masters not to be allowed to
choose their own Pilots; 5th. That indolence and want of energy on the part of:
Pilots tend to prolong the voyages of ships. The allcgations of the second .
petition bearing 37 signatures, are absolutely the same as (hose of the 40 Pilots.

The present memorialists are 200 Pilots, who bave petitioned in favor of the
Bill, though the Bill imposes upon them the obligation of keeping boats of a more
costly description than the craft just now employed ; but they are of opinion that
this measure is calculated to increase the respectability of their profession, and
amore general happiness amongst themselves, They are supported by the re-
mainder of their brethren, and could have obtained a Petition largely signed by
other parties, had they thought that the number of signatures of commercial
men would have been more powerful than plain reasoning; but convinced of the
ontrary, all the trouble they need go to is to give good rcasons in support of the
Bill. S
To answer briefly, but categorically, to the allegations of the above men-
tioned Petitions, let us say: ‘ '

1st. We know that the respectability of the Pilots is a great guarantee for
the shipping, and it is for this very reason that we are in favor of an organization -
which will supervise the Dilots, keep order, decency and steadiness in good
managed boats, instead of being ganged without law or protection, in private .
boats, where brutal force is the only police to resort to, instead of wandering
about the Gulf in a foolish and ruinous competition, at a far distance from the
Pilot-water. ‘

2nd. We have shewn how the rate of insurance is increased, and how the
Bill is calealated to diminish the proportion of wrecks.  As far as the stimulus of
private interest goes, the Bill will provide for a just apportionment of the earn-
ings, and for the taking off the portion of cach Pilot, an adequate sum for
absence, insubordination or misconduect. ‘

3rd. The same answer will suffice for this third objection of the opponents,
and the Bill is so clear and so explicit, that it need not require more explanation.
Competition will not be taken away by the Bill which divides the Pilots into two-
Associations, each one competing with the other, and depending upon its own dili-
gence and cnergy to increase its carnings ; just the same system as adopted in the
Port of Liverpool, with the only diflerence that by the Bill therc are only two Asso-
ciations, while there are seven Associations in Liverpool, the reason being that the -
number of Pilots is less, the season only six months, and the roadstecad longer.

4¢th. By the Bill, the masters and owners of ships will be allowed as here-

tofore to choose their Pilots for the downward voyage, and willbe obliged as they - -

now are to take the first Pilot boarding at sea. There will then be no hardships
on that aceount. o
5th. We agree with the opponents when they state that indolence is bad,
but we assert that there is no indolence about Pilots, and if there be any, it will be
put a stop to if the Bill passes, because Pilots will be forced to do their duty, or to
abandon their profession ; and it will be for the benefit of the trade, for the ship-
ping and for the Pilots, because under the present system a good, energetic Pilot, -
may by mere chance or through favour become a poor, disheartened man. . We'
can point out the names of several of the best Pilots who have been forced to . .
cruise, day and night, throngh good and bad weather, in the Gulf, for seven weeks
before they were able to board a ship, while ships were wanting Pilots in the " -
very limits of the Pilotage. Lon
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We hope that an inquiry before the Committee after the second reading of )
the Bill, will prove everything alleged in this memorial, and will show the true.
reason of the opposition to this good public measure. ‘ c :

20th April, 1853, -

Captain John McDowugall called in and examined as follows :—

Ques. 1. are you not an old shipmaster, and late Examincr at Southampton ?
—T am an old shipmaster, and late Examiner of the West India Company at the
Port of Southampton. ‘

2. Arc you not aware that the roadstead of the St. Lawrence, as Pilot-
water, is the largest in the world P—It is one of the largest in the world.

8. Is it not to your knowledge that Pilots for the Port and roadstead of
Quebee, have no registered boats, no stations, and wander at a distance of several -
hundred miles from their waters >—The Pilots for the Port of Quebec have boats, [
do not know if registered, but they are generally unfit for such a service; the
Pilots are to be found wandering all over the River as far as the Gulf, and ships
frequently pass through them, and are unable to find any when a Pilot is most .
wanted, : ‘

4. Do you think that such a system is to be tolerated in a well managed.
harbour >—I think a very good improvewent might take place in the system of
Pilotage for the Port of Quebec. -

5. Do you think that it is neccessary for the benefit of the trade and
of Pilots to provide good registered schooners to he used for Pilotage, and to
appoint stations for Pilots ?—I consider that it will be a bencfit {or the Pilots to
be incorporated, in order to establish a proper class of vessels, so that they may be
able to improve themnselves on board of them, and thig will be a benetit [or the -
trade and the whole country. It is necessary to have a Pilots’ station established,
g0 that mariners may know where to look for a Pilot with certainty, or where to
find one. ‘ :

6. Are you aware of the danger of the system of Pilotage?—I am
aware that many Pilots have been lost, owing to the class of boats they use, the
unfitness of such boats for the service, and the great distances that they go below -
their limits.

7. Do, you think that it is possible to ‘carry on any good system with-
out incorporating the Pilots /—I think that the incorporation of the Pilots to obtain-
a safe and efficient class of vessels for the service will be a great general boon. *;

8. Did you not, last year, express your opinion before a Committee of the -,
House in favor of incorporating the Pilots>—1I did already give a similar opinion ™

before a Committee of the House, last year. o o
9. Will you be so kind as to give your general opinion upon the Bill.
now hefore the Committee, and matters relating fo it?~~The Bill, as far as the';
Aincorporation of Pilots goes, in order to enable them to be proprietors of good and:
efficient boats for the preservation of their lives, and the more eflicient performance *
~ of the service, is good. But Irccommend ot {0 interfere with the powers granted.
to the Trinity House of Quebec. : o
The principal benefit which would be derived from the incorporation of Pilots,
would be the enabling them to own vessels of a superior class to those now.::
employed. This would be not only advantageous, as affording greater securitg
to the Pilots themsclves, but also, and principally, because many Pilots associats!
ing together in one vessel, would each learn from the rest, and mutually improve;
each other ;. whercas, now they are not only debarred from this advantage, bu
each Pilot endcavours to conceal from the vest any information which he thi
he exclusively possesses. :
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The proposed Act should enable the Corporation of Pilots to pass By-laws,
to regulate the distribution of emoluments of Pilots, which might be either by
placing the whole in a common fund, and distributing the nett proceeds amongst
the several Pilots, or by making a common fund for the crews of each separate
schooner only. The great advantage of a common fund is that it thus becomes
the interest of each to ensure the efficiency of all his fellows.

The improvement of the present system of Pilotage would have a very bene-
ficial effect in reducing the rales of insurances. ‘

(Translation.) ‘ -
30th April, 1853.

Mr. Thomas Simard, Pilot, called in and examined.

1. Are you not a practising Pilot, and how long have you been so?—I have
been a practising Pilot for the Port of Quebec, for the last 18 years. o

2. Are you not one of the Pilots opposed to the Bill now before theHouse?
—I am.
3. Do the Pilots at present remain within the Piletage limits’—~The
Pilots for the Port of Quebee do not keep within the Pilotage limits. I consider
that since 1847, we arc at likerty to cruisc wherever we please. o

4. Has not the Trinity House often tried to keep the Pilots within
their limits >—The Quebee Trinity House has attempted, on threc occasions, to .
keep the Pilots within certain -limits; this regulation has caused trouble
among the Pilots, in conscquence of its imposing fines upon, and suspending
Pilots contravening its provisions. To keep the Pilots within limits is disadvan-
tageous for the shipping, because the Pilots being kept together in one or two
places, ships may pass by in a dark night without being boarded, whilst with six
or seven diflerent stations, a ship which misses one station cannot avoid being
boarded at another. Being at liberty to cruise below the limits, the Pilot boards
the ship on its arrival at Bie, while if there were no Pilot on board, the ships
would often be wrecked through not having been able to get a Pilot. o

5. How far do the Pilots cruise, and to what distance from St. Bernabé?
and what is the width of the St. Lawrence at that place —The Pilots
cruisc as far as the Island of Anticosti, and cven further, on board of their own

'schooners, and even in fishing craft: the distance from St. Bernabé to the east .
point of Anticosti, is more than 100 leagues. In general, the greater part of the *

Pilots cruise between Cap Rosier and the south-west point of Anticosti. T cannot
state the distance from one shore to another at the mouth of the river, but from

the south-west point of Anticosti to Cape Rosier, the distance is from 16 to 18 '

leagues, {
6. How are the Pilots equipped for their cruises’—The Pilots gene- -
rally employ schooners, some go in hoats, and I have been in a boat myself, and

- others with batteaux: some even go as passengers on board of schooners freighted R

for the lower Ports or bound for the fisheries. o o
7. Is it not true that many Pilots have perished in the Gulf of St. Law-

rence >~—Many Pilots have perished in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, several also in

the River: I believe that a greater number have perished in the River. ‘

8. Do you think that Pilots'are exposed to greater danger in small craft .-

“in the River, than in the Gulf P—For small craft, the danger in the Gulf is much
greater in geueral, than in the River. ‘ o

9. Why do Pilots go below their limits>—The Pilots go below their " .
limits to meet the vesscls, but the Pilots can only take charge of ships within .
their limits ; but they may give their assistance below those limits, and several

1




D=

. . w0 - R e e
y p - |

16 Victorie. ~ Appendix (0. 0. 0. 0)) -

)

vessels have been saved by such assistance. I maintain that the Pilots should be.
acquainted with the River beyond their limits, in the places frequented by them,
The ship-masters have sometimes a difficulty in making out their position in

foggy weather, from not knowing the land and the currents. -

10. Do you not often leave your ships at the Brandy Pots on the oat.
ward voyage »—On their way down, the Pilots often give up the charge of their,
ships at the Brandy Pots, with the Captain’s permission, when the weather is
fine, ‘ ‘
11. How many Pilots are there at present for the Port of Qucbec?—There
are about 260 Pilots for the Port of Quebee. ‘

12. How many Pilots are in favor of the Bill, and how many are
against>—Ahout 41 or 42 Pilots have signed the Petition against the Bill, and I
know others who arc opposed to it. I do not know how many are in favour of it. .

13. Is it not the practice of the Quebec commercial houses, 1o retain
a cerlain sum out of the Pilotage fees on the downward voyage >—There are some,
houses at Quebee, which somefimes retain the moving of the ships when the Pilot -
does not move the ship himself, that is to say, that certain houses do not pay the’
Pilotagefees for the moving (mouvage) to their Pilots, in consideration of their
employing them for the ontward voyage. ‘ :

14, I'romn this practice of retaining the moving-fees, do not certain houses
derive an annual benefit >—They do. N

15. Have you any remarks to make in favor of or against the Bill —I
will malke these remarks in writing, and lay them before the Committce at half:
past ten,

16. Do you not find some good provisions in the Bill?>—I find nothing
good in the Bill.

(Translation.)

Additional obscrvations of Themas Simard, Pilot, on the Bill now before a
Committee of the Legislative Assembly, to incorporate the Pilots.

Many of the Pilots who formerly petitioned for an incorporation, are opposed
to this Bill, and they are nevertheless considered as giving it their support; some
of them have even written to the Honorable Mr. Chabot, on this subject ; otbers
strongly cxpress their disapprobation of the Bill, and if the Pilots were called
together to take the Bill into consideration, a large majority would give their
opinion against it

The principal defect of the Bill, is that of placing into a common [und, for each”
of the two classes, all the gains of each Pilot, leaving, at the same time, to the
ship-owners or masters, the right of choosing their Pilot; thus, Pilots who are:
skilful, sober, and enjoying a good reputation, will do all the work, and those.
who are incapable, iminoral, or whose reputation is bad, will do nothing, and yet
have the same share in the profits as the first, which is not only unjust, but im=
politic, as it would destroy all useful emulation; the question would be who should
dothe least ; there would no longer exist any motive for activity or good conduct;
The bonks of the Trinity House prove that active and iutelligent Pilots perform:
more than double the Pilotage performed by the others. o

So many grave inconveniences have resulted [rom an incorporation of thisy
nature at New York and at Liverpool, that it bas been judged necessary to abolish:
it, and at prescut the Pilots there are perfectly independent of cach other, and!
no inconvenience is felt. S
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‘ ‘ |  2nd May, 1858.
Captain Alexander Davis called in and examined. ‘

1. Are you not the master of a ship in the Harbour of Quebec ?—I am the

master of a ship now in the Harbour of Quebec. ‘

2. How long have you been a mariner, and by whom are you now employed ?
—I have been at sea for twenty years, and I am now employed by Mr. Parke.

3. Are you acquainted with the navigation of the St. Lawrence ?—I am
acquainted with the navigation of the St. Lawrence, ‘

4. What are the most dangerous places of the St. Lawrence within
the Pilot-water /—The most dangerous places I suppose are the ¢ Traverse,”
being the narrowest place ; Mille Vache and other shoals. I am not prepared to
give evidence on the roadstead of the St. Lawrence. ‘

5. Where ave Pilots generally stationed now in the St. Lawrence ?—I believe,
that Pilots during the last five years have gone down as {far as Anticosti. ‘

6. Is it not the universal regulation in all harbours through the world
to have stations for Pilots and registered boats for the service of shipping >—Not in
allthe Ports; a greatmany harbours in different countries in England and America,
have stations and registered boats for the service of shipping. ’

7. Do you think that a place where the Gulf is from 60 to 80 miles .

across, with a cruising of above 300 miles long, is a sale and convenient station
for Pilots ?>—I think that the cruising ground of Pilots is safe enough as far down as
southwest point of Anticosti, provided that they will be furnished with good boats.

8. Do you think that Pilots can afford to make a voyage of 500 miles
for each inward bound vessel'in order to Pilot her >—I think that each Pilot can
afford to make a voyage of 500 miles for a single ship.

9. Are you aware that a number of ships reach the Port of Quebec every
year without Pilots >—I never knew of any ship coming without a Pilot but one.

10. You have said that you have known of a ship having reached the
Port of Quebec without a Pilot, will you state the reason of that fact —~The rea-
son was thick weather and blowing hard. ‘

11. Do you know if that ship met with thick weather and “ blowing hard”

between Anticosti and Quebec ?—I cannot say what kind of weather she met
with all along the passage. ‘ Co

12. Are you aware that it is customary for the masters of ships to part |
with their Pilots before they have gone through the intricate navigation ?—
Masters generally part with their Pilots at Green Island; he, the master, may do
it if he likes at Brandy Pots; some Pilots are left there. ‘ ‘

13. What would you recommend in order to obtain an efficient and
safe scrvice from the Pilots P—I should like to choose my own Pilot and pay his
Pilotage, and to have good Pilots furnished with good boats. : C

14. Will you give your opinion about the Bill now before the Commitiee ?
—Ithink it will be very much against the interest of the ship owners not to have
the choice of their Pilots. ‘

15. Are you not aware that some ship-owners have a large number of

ships ?—I am a vare that some ship-owners have a very large number of vessels,

16. Do you think that such large ship-owners are always able to choose:

their Pilots amongst a small number of Pilots?—I should think they are

able to choose their Pilots out of a small number. No such difficulty will ever-

happen, because there is a very large number of good Pilots.

17. How many Pilots are there for the Port?—There are about 260‘Pilét‘§‘ -

for the Port of Quebec. ‘ '

18. Have you anything further to state ?—I think it advantageous to : '
the shipping interest to keep up emulation amongst the Pilots, and this would be:,

R RN
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best attained by allowing cvery Pilot, or at least every boat to have their own earn

ings. ‘ ‘
e I do not think there is any disadvantage, but on the contrary, an advantages
in the Pilots going beyond their limits to meet ships, even as far as Anticosti.
If the weather is thick so that there might be the danger of missing the Pilots so
far down the Gulf, they can always run up the River, so as to kecp ahead of the
vessels, and if the wind is down the River, it is always clear and'they could not-
be misled.

I think that the limits of the Pilotage should be extended as far as the south.
west point of Anticosti, and that the Pilots’ emoluments need not be increased in
consequence, as the Pilots might as well be on board as cruising about waiting
for vessels.

From my knowledge of the practice in other Ports, especially Liverpool, I
think that the cstablishing limits for Pilots is not advantageous tothe shipping.
interests, although very convenient for the Pilots. o

I have heard that therc are complaints that vessels have been lost from neg-
lect at New-York since there were Jpint Stock Companics of Pilots, and that they
are on the same plan as at Liverpool. !

I think there is a sufficient number of Pilots at Quebee. S

I think that the opinion of the several Captains of vesselsis against the Bill,

John Gilmour, Esquire, called in and examined :— |

1. Are you mot a partner in the house known under the name of Allan
Gilmour & Company?—l1 am a partner in the house known under the name of
Allan Gilmour & Company. ‘

2. Do you think that some regulation for the appointing of proper stations for
Pilotage, and for retaining Pilots in their limits will be beneficial to the safety of
the shipping ?—I think it would, -

8. Arc you not awarc that the Trinity ITouse of Quebec have tried several
times to retam Pilots within their limits ?—T believe that the Trinity House of
Quebec have tried to retain Pilots within their limits.

4. What are the rcasons of the unsuccessfulness of the attempts above
mentioned on the part of the Trinity House of Quebee ?—I think the Trinity House
repealed those regulations, but I don’t know for what reasons, I should fancy that
it is on account of want of stringency in enforcing their By-laws, )

5. Are you not aware of the fact that scveral vessels reach Quebec.
every year withont Pilots ?—Occasionally, especially in spring, some vessels reach!
the Port of Quebee without Pilots, and’that only happens once in two or three’
years, as far as my own knowledge goes; I speak only for our vessels. o
- 6. Are you not aware that Pilots very often fcave their ships on the downs -
ward voyage, before having gone through’the intricate navigation ?—Sometimes’
Pilots leave their ships on the downward voyage before they have gone through the" 4
intricate navigation. That is the fault of the Captain, having power to take thé® ¥
Pilot down to the limits. : TS

7. Do you think that the number of Pilots for Quebee is sufficient?
think the number of Pilots for Quebee is sufficient. ‘ ‘

8. What kind of boats are generally employed hy Pilots >—The common
Pilot open boat ; but latterly a number of Pilots have joined in company and ha
schooners. ' - ‘ B

9. Are you aware that a certain number of Pilots are opposed to the BH
now before this Committee ?—I am aware of it. T

&
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10. Are you not aware that it is a custom for some mercantile Houses

in Quebec to retain a drawback on the carnings of Pilots employed by them for.
moving or taking down ships ?—I am not aware of that. C

11. Will you be so kind as to give your opinion for or against the details
of the Bill?—I think that it would not be necessary to appoint a Secrctary-Treasurer,
because it could be done through the Trinity House. . I think that it will be desir-
able to class Pilots according to the draught of water, for instance, class No.. 1 of
15 and upwards, and class No. 2, from 15 and downwards. I think that a joint -
stock of the carnings will be found not to work well ; and that it will be detrimental
to the energy and perseverance of industrious Pilots.

12. Have you not petitioned the House against the Bill >—I have petitioned .
the House against the Bill. The object of that was to draw from the trade the best

cvidence that could be given. ,
13. Have you any thing farther to state ?—I have nothing further to state,

except that I have heard our masters very often stating that they should rather -

not meet the Pilots below Cap Chat, because if they are below that point they are
likely to miss them on account of the breadth of the Gulf, and when they get to the
Pilot-water they might find no Dilots, having passed them all.

8rd May, 1853,

John Lambly, Esq., of Beauport, called in and examined :

1. Are you not au old ship-master >—I am an old ship-master.

2. Arc you not aware that the roadstead of the St. Lawrence as Pilot-water is,
the largest in the world >—~The roadstead of the St. Lawrence as Pilot-water is to -
my knowledge the largest in the world. ‘ .

3. Is it not to your knowledge that Pilots for the Port and roadstcad of
Quebec have no registered boats, no stations, and wander at several hun-
dred miles {rom their waters /—To my knowledge, for many years past, the Pilots
of Quebee bave no proper stations, no registered boats, and wander in the

Gulf far below their limits. The law points out a rendezvous at Father Point, *

but they don’t confine themselves to that rule.

4. Do you think that such a system as above described is to be tolerated in
a well managed harbour *~The risks of Pilots running so far below are dread-
ful, their lives and property are constantly in danger. I am certain that masters
will be more glad to meet Pilots at the entrance of their limits; and there Pilots
cannot be missed.

5. Do you think that it is necessary for the benefit of the trade and of

Pilots, 1o provide good registered schooners to be used for Pilotage, and to,.
appoint stations for Pilots —In general [ am decidedly of opinion that Pilots must -

L
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have stations appointed, and good registered schooners for the service. Ihave ',

read the Bill just now before the Committee, and surely the. stations indicated '
are the most convenient for Pilots and ship-masters, and for every purpose of the, =

navigation, ‘ o
6. Are you aware of the dangers of the present system for Pilots?—For.

the interests of Pilots and their families, they must be incorporated. . Asfaras I can -~
~ judge, I think it will be also the interest of the shipping, because it will afford the |~ *
means of keeping the Pilots in their proper places where their services are wanted, .

by enforcing them to stay at their stations. | ‘

7. Do you think that it is possible to carry on any good. system!Withth",

incorporating the Pilots *—It appears to me that no law can be passed better than

the Bill now before the Committee, The interest of the Pilots themselves, their, -

safety and their incomes will be benefited by such an enactment. 1 think that,
the service will be rendered more effective, and thus the Bill, if law, would be &
benefit for shipping. BN

[
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8. Are you not aware that in consequence of the present system ships have
been wrecked, others placed in danger, and that a large number of Pilots have
perished in the Gull ?—I am aware of all these facts which are facts of public.
notoriety ; and I have learned them by a long cxperience in' 1matters relating to
the River St. Lawrence, :

4th May, 1853,

Captain William Mc Garry called in and examined : ‘ ‘

1. Ave you not the master of a ship now in the Harbour of Quebee?—I am
a ship-master and am waiting for a ship in course of building.

- 2. How long have you been a mariner, and by whom are you now
employed >—I cawe inthe St. Lawrence in the year 1826, and I have been in the
employent of Mr. Molson, from Montreal, for the last eleven years. ‘

3. Arc you acquainted with the navigation of the River 8t. Lawrence *—
I have acquired some experience in the navigalion of the St. Lawrence. ‘

4. What are the most dangerous places of the St. Lawrence, within the.
Pilots’ limits 2—I suppose the most dangerous place is the Traverse. The first
great danger in entering the River, is Red Island Reef.

5. Where are the Pilots generally stationed in the St, Lawrence P—I
have not known that there was any station latterly for Pilots, but I know where
they ought to be stationed, or let themn scek as far as they wish to go down. If
there was a station, it ought to be between Cap Chat and Point des Monts, because
running up with a gale of wind, and expecting to get a Pilot there, I have room
to heave the ship to, and wait till daylight for a Pilot. The distance’ between
Cape Chat and Point des Monts, must be between fifleen to twenty miles, We:
expect Pilots to stay at sea under any weather. o

6. Is it not the universal regulation in all harbours through the world,
to have stations for Pilots, and registered boats for the service of the shipping —It
is nol the custom through the world to have stations appointed for Pilots and regis-
tered boats, and where such regulations arc carried on, it is to the disadvantage
of the shipping; the shipping is very badly attended to in the Ports of Liverpool
and London, in consequence of the incorporation of Pilots.—I have specially
traded with London and Liverpool, ‘

7. Do you think that a place where the Gulf is from 60 to SO miles
across, with a cruising of above 300 miles long, is a safe and convenicnt station

for Pilots ?—Tlere is no necessity for getting Pilots below Point des Monts.

8. Do yonthink that Pilots can afford to make a voyage of 500 miles, for

~each vessel going upwards, in order to Pilot her ?—I have met Pilots as far down:

as Bird Rocks and below Gaspé: if they were incorporated they would not do-

that. You had better ask the Pilots on the question respecting their pay ; the Pilot’
“who will go down the furthest, will make the most money, they are in their "
schooners, and instead of laying in harbour, they put themselves in a position
to board the ships. : o
9. Are youaware that a number of ships every year reach the Port of Quebec:

. without Pilots >—1I am not aware of it. o

10. Are you aware that itis customary for the masters of ships to part:’
with their Pilots before they have gone through the intricate navigation >~—I am. not! -
aware of Pilots leaving ships on the way down, before having gone through dan-?

“gerous places, ‘ ‘ o

11. What would you recommend in order to obtain an efficient and!
safe service from the Pilots?—I am well satisfied with the present system ofs:.
Pilotage. ‘ L

12. Will you give your opinion on the Bill now before the Comnmittee ?
have not read the Bill. ‘ ‘ ,

16
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‘ 13. How many Pilots are there for this Port?—I think there are about two
hundred. ‘ : : ‘
14. Have you anything further to state >—I will send my answer on the Bill
in writing. ‘ o

(Translation.)

Mr. Frangois Lapointe, Pilot, appeared before the Committee, and was exam-
ined as follows :— ‘ ‘ o

1. Are you not a practising Pilot, and how long have you been so?—I have
been a Pilot for the last seventeen or eighteen years.

I‘ 2. Are you not one of the Pilots opposed to the Bill now before the House ?
—Tam. : o
3. Do the Pilots at present remain within the Pilotage limits ?—The Pilots
go wherever they please, . : ‘ e

4. Has not the Trinity House often attempted to keep the Pilots within their
limits ?—The Trinity House has attempted it three times.

5. How far do the Pilots cruise, and at what distance from St. Bernabé,
and what is the breadth of the St. Lawrence at that place ?—The Pilots generally go
to Gaspé, where the breadth is 88 miles. o

6. How are the Pilots equipped for their cruises ?—The poor Pilots have
no vessels at all, and the rich have fine ones. ‘

7. Do you think that Pilots are exposed to greater danger in small craft
in the River than in the Gulf ?—For small craft of less than twenty tons the dan-
ger is greater in the Gulf than in the River, :

8. Why do the Pilots go lower down than their limits ?—The Pilots go lower
down than their limits because their number is too great. B ‘

9. Do you not frequently leave your vessel at the Brandy Pots on your way
down ?—It does not happen more than once a year that the Pilots leave their
vessels at the Brandy Pots on their way down. ; ‘ - |

10. How many Pilots are there at present for the Port of Quebec ?—About
266 :

11. Tsit not the practice of certain Commercial Houses at Quebec to retain
a certain sum. out of the Pilotage fees on ships going home ?—No commercial .
House at Quebec ever retains any part of the Pilots’ fees, at least, to my knowledge.

12, Have you any remarks to make in favor of or against the Bill?—I .

object altogether to the Pilots being subject to a Board of Directors, and obliged to .
‘have a Secretary-Treasurer. I object also to the distribution of the money among

the Pilots, as provided by the Bill. I object also to the Clause which allows.Cap- - -
" tains or owners of vessels to choose their Pilots, Clause 26.—Itis very unjust'to - ‘.

Elaee the Pilots on the same footing : some of them, by their experience and skill " .

ave earned as much as £200, and others £380 or £40 ; if paid into the same: fund, -
this gain would leave to each Pilot for his services only about £90. He who . |

earns money should have the privilege of doing whatever he . likes with 'it.

Clause. 34.—Choice of Pilots—It will be very unfair to expect the good Pilots . 5
to be always occupiéd, while others who do not and will not enjoy confidence, will. " -
have nothing to do, and yet receive the same amount as the former ; it would\b,p; per- |

fectly ridiculous. : ‘ : L
This Bill'in no way tends to the advantage of trade or navigation, and has.. .
been asked for by a certain number of Pilots of inferior standing. ‘
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| M. Charles Brown, Pilot for the Port of Quebec, called in and examined :— '

1. Are you not a Pilot for the Port of Quebec ?—I am a ‘Pilot for the Port -
" of Quebec. ‘

9. What are the natural limits of the Pilot-water of the St. Lawrence ?—
Between Father Point and the Harbour of Quebec. ‘

3. Do the Pilots remain within those boundaries or limits —The Pilots go as
far down as St. Paul’s Islands, and are constantly cruising in the whole Gulf.

4. Do not the Trade and Pilots suffer by the present system ?—I am of opinion
that the Trade and Pilots themselves both suffer by the system which at present
obtains ; wrecks of vessels happen every year within the boundaries of the Pilot-
water, there being no Pilots on board. ~The reason for this extraordinary fact, is, that .
Pilots stationed in the Gulf are missed by the ships coming 'up, and that ships very -
often reach the Pilot-water where Piiots are not to be found, without having
Pilots on board. On the way down Pilots are parted with at Brandy Pots, on
Green Island, 50 or 80 miles above the limits, and in dangerous places. As for
the Pilots, their long, dangerous and useless cruising in the Gulf expose them to every
sort of danger, both as regards their lives and their morality. N%arly every year'a
greater or fewer number of Pilots perish in the Gulf; in the schooner *“St. Lawrence,”
afew years ago, as many as 23 Pilots were drowned at one time. Another schooner, |
called” * the Swallow” was lost with 8 Pilots on board. Again, last year we lost’
two schooners and 14 Pilots; another Pilot schooner, last year, went ashore on
Anticosti, but lives were saved. I cannot remember all the accidents, but they are
frequent and dreadful, Masters of ships have frequently made complaints to me of
the bad system of Pilotage. ‘

5. Are you in favor of the incorporation of Pilots P—I am in favor in general
of incorporating the Pilots. o

6. Have you not just arrived from England, and can you give evidence touching
what you have seen there about Pilotage ?—I have just arrived from England, where
I have spent the winter. I have visited Greenwich, London and Liverpool. In
Liverpool and London, Pilots are incorporated ; I have made inquires respecting the -
system, and heard no complaints ; both the Masters and Pilots are satisfied. I have
taken the trouble to go to Liverpool on purpose to see how the system works, and I
can bear witness to its good effects. I will send to the Committee the book con-
taining the laws and regulations, which I have brought with me from Liverpool.,

7. Do you think that the limits and stations assigned by the Bill now before
the Committee are the proper ones ?—TI think that the stations indicated by the Bill
now before the Committee are very proper stations. R

8. Do you think that it will be advantageous to have two classes of Pilots'for
the St. Lawrence ?—In England there are two classes of Pilots, but it is not possible
‘to carry out such a system for the St. Lawrence, for very simple reasons which ares.’

~ ‘Ist. That the roadstead is too long to induce a second class Pilot to make the “Voj'f'-‘-

age with the mere chance of boarding a small vessel : 2nd. That the navigaﬂi’dﬁ""
season lasts only seven months, and 8rd. That the greater part of the ships cothe:
up in ballast and return loaded. ‘ SR

Questions sent to Admiral Boxer :

Ques. 1. Will you be so kind as to forward, for the information of the Com:
mittee, your opinion about the Bill to regulate the Pilotage for the Port of Quebeg:
—which Bill is just now before the House. ‘ TR

" Ques. 2. Was'not a Bill to regulate the establishment of the Trinity Hotisé:
of Quebec brought before the Legislature by Mr. Attorney General Smith, in 1845,
and were vou not, as well as the Trinity House of the time, in favor of such'B

18
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Harsour Ovrice, Quesec, .
 4th May, 1853.

Sir,—In answer to the Questions put to me by the Committee on the Bill "
1o regulate the Pilotage for and below the Harbour of Quebec, I beg to state, that
having fully examined its several Clauses, I do strongly object to the Joint Stock:
Company therein established, as regards the earnings of the Pilots, as being unjust
towards the better class of Pilots and as giving encouragement to indolence.and
inactivity among them ; and I am satisfied that if it remains part of the Bill, it
will meet with great opposition in the House of Assembly ; and as the establish-
ment of registered vessels cruising with Pilots for the supply of the Trade is of
so much importance for their safety, it ought to be withdrawn. .
. And I consider that all proposed incorporations of the Pilots should be more
subject to the control of the Trinity House, whereas the present Bill leaves them
totally independent. ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ '

The only Joint. Stock Company which I would recommend for the Pilots
would be one that would enable them to have schooners of their own for cruising
in search of vessels bclow, being of opinion that if such a system had been origin-
ally adopted, many wrecks and loss of life in Pilot-water would have been avoided.
The following I would propose as some of the conditions of such a Company, viz:

1st. Pilots to form themselves into a Joint Stock Company for the purchase of
six vessels of not less than 50 tons burthen, and to be approved of by the Trinity
Board, for cruising in search of vessels from sea, one of which vessels to be sta-
troned at the Brandy Pots as a depdt for the supply of cruising vessels, and the
others to cruise as may be directed by the Trinity Board ; the first station to be
between Point Des Monts and Cap Chat, at the entrance of the River, and the
commencement of its dangers. .

2nd. The expenses to be paid out of a per centage levied on the earnings of
the Pilots. ‘ - ‘

3rd. Three Pilots to be elected by the body of Pilots, to be called and to serve
as Pilot Wardens ; their duty will be to manage the vessels and every thing in
relation to-them; also, to attend the examination of Pilots, and one of them (by
turns) to remain on the cruising ground to regulate the cruising, and the shipping
and supply of Pilots, ‘ .

4th, The Pilot Wardens to be paid out of the per centage. g

5th. All monies to be paid by the Pilot Wardens to the Treasurer of the Trinity
House, who already acts as Treasurer to the Pilot Fund, and who should also act
as Secretary. ‘ ‘ ‘

6th. While cruising, each Pilot on board to take his turn, leaving the master
or owner to choose his own Pilot on his passage down the River. ‘

Tth. It would be desirable that the Pilots were divided into two classes; first
~ class to Pilot all vessels drawing 14 feet and above, second class all under that

draught of water, and to be eligible to the first class after two years servitude. asa

~ Pilot, similar to the practice in England. ‘ , L

8th. Election of Pilot Wardens to be made annually or otherwise. o

There was a Bill introduced by Mr. Attorney General Smith, in 1845, toregu-
late the Establishment of the Trinity House of Quebec, but the Clause therein, -
providing for a Joint Stock Company for the earning of Pilots was urged at that . -
time by a large majority of that Body ; and the Trinity Board were induced to . .
consent to it in consequence of its having been stated to them that a number of - -
the Pilots were in the habit of taking down vessels for half price, and that the " -
owners were, in many cases, charged by the masters with the whole amount ¢
Pilotage ; there being no enactment, at the time, to prevent Pilots taking legs't]
the fixed rates ; but the same reasons do not now exist; the law having been .
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altered, and now imposing a penalty on Pilots for taking less than the regular
rates of Pilotage. ' ‘ ‘ - &

The Bill was afterwards withdrawn by Mr. Attorney General Smith, in con-
'sequence of the strong opposition to it by the Trade, supported by such of the -
Pilots who opposed its principle ; and the objectionable Clause has not since been
introduced.

A similar Bill was introduced by Mr. Solicitor General Aylwin, inthe Ses-
sion of 1843, and referred to a Select Committee for consideration, but the Par-
liament having been prorogued, no further action was taken on it. The follow-
ing is an extract from my letter to the Chairman of Lloyd’s, enclosing a copy of
the Bill for their information.

¢ Another important object of this Bill is to make an alteration in the servi-
tude of the apprentices to Pilots, so as to make them sailors previous to their
being apprenticed ; at present their whole time is occupied in taking care of .
their Master’s Boats, and therefore it cannot be supposed, at the time they receive
their branch, they are competent to take charge of a ship ; also, not to take charge.
‘of a vessel drawing more than 14 feet water, until they have served three years
as a Branch Pilot and undergone a second examination; and also to compel
Pilots to cruise in small schooners off Point des Monts, Bic and Green Island;:
instead of in open boats, which in bad weather cannot keep at sea, and in the
Fall to take the Pilots out of the last ships off Bic instead of leaving them in their

~boats at the Brandy Pots or Green Island, which they are often compelled to do,
from the severity of the weather; and it frequently occurs that before the ships get
clear of Bic, easterly snow storms occur, and instead of going into that safe
anchorage they keep the sea (from a want of knowledge of i1) and are lost; had
such an arrangement been in force this Fall, it is more than probable the melan-
choly loss of life and property might have been prevented.” K

I beg leave to enclose for the information of the Committee a Return of the
number of vessels, tons and men inwards and outwards at Quebec in 1850,51
and, ’52.

I have the honor to be, !
Sir,
Your obedient servant,

EDWARD BOXER,
Captain of the Port and Harbour Master.

J. P. Leprohon, Esquire,
~ Clerk of Commuittee, Legislative Assembly.

Number of vessels, tons, and men inwards and outwards at Quebec in 1850,

’51 and ’52. Inwards. " Qutwards. W
Vessels. Tons, Men. Vessels.  Tons. Me,fziz‘: .
1850....1196......465804.......16992 1275......494021....... 16991
1851..,.1300......533427.......17783 1842......566605.......18527"
1852....1221......502422.......16453 1226......517781.......16881.

* Questions submitted to Henry LeMesurier, Esquire. k
- 1. Have you not been for several years a Master of the Quebec Tiixif
House ? ‘ . ‘ SR

2. Is it not true that the number of Pilots for the Port of Quebec
ufficient ? ‘ ‘

20
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3. Is it not true that the vessels wrecked within the limits of the Port
of Quebec, generally have no Pilots on board ? ‘ "

4. Is it not true that the Trinity House have frequently attempted to retain
" the Pilots within certain limits. ‘ ‘ ‘ o
o 1{5. Is it not true that accidents happen every year among the Pilots in the
ulf? : L
6. Have you examined the Bill now before this Houses, for the organization
of the Pilots, and do you approve of it ? ‘ ‘

7. Did not the Trinity House, in 1845, give their recommendation to a Bill
introduced by Attorney General Smith? L

‘ Answers to the above. ‘ ‘

1. I have been a Warden of the Trinity House since 1827, and I was appointed
Master in 1846, ‘

2. Yes. ¢ : ’

8. During late years very few shipwrecks have occurred in Pilot water,

. 4. The Board have, on the earnest. representation of Pilots and others,
changed the limits of the cruising ground threc times since 18386. The present
limits have existed since 1846. ‘ .

5. Certainly.

6. The Bill was put into my hand by the Chairman of your Committee,
with a request that I would suggest any amendments that might occur to me, but I
did not express my opinion on its merits, nor was I asked to do so.

The only portion of the Bill of which I approve is that giving power to the
Pilots to borrow money to build schooners, as they would be much better adapted
for cruising than their present boats, | ‘

I do not sec the advantage of putting their carningsinto one purse, and dividing
them equally. It is well known that all the most active Pilots are opposed to it,
and it would deprive them of all incentive to excrtion. ‘

7. The Trinity Board did recommend the Bill introduced in 1845 by Attorney
(fencral Smith, but the Bill now in question has not the slightest affinity to it. '

H. LEMESURIER.

Quesec, 17k May, 1853.
Questions submitted to Archibald Campbell, Esquire, N. P,

1. What is your occupation ? ’
2. Do yon think that some regulations to appoint proper stations for. Pilot- '
age and to retain Pilots within their limits will be beneficial to the safety of.-the' -
shipping ? ‘ . .
ipB. gAre you not aware that the Trinity House of Quebec have tried several. .
times to retain Pilots within their limits ? ‘ . e
4. What are the reasons of the unsuccessfulness of the attempts above men- .
tioned on the part of the Trinity House at Quebec ? : Coo e
5. Are you not aware of the fact that several vessels reach Quebec: évery .-
year without Pilots? ‘ C
6. Are you not aware that Pilots very often leave their ships on the way down, .
before they have gone through the intricate. navigation ? R
7. Do you think that the number of Pilots for Quebec is sufficient? -
8. What kind of boats are generally employed by Pilots ? ‘

9. Are you aware that a certain number of Pilots are opposed tot,l'i‘g‘:,ﬁi'lf

now before the Committee ?

Coa
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10. Are you not aware that it is the practice with some mercantile Houses in
Quebec to retain a drawback on the carnings of Pilots employed by them' for
‘moving or taking down ships? ‘ : :
11. Will you be so kind as to give your opinion for or against the dstails of the
Bill ? ‘ ‘
12. Have you not petitioned the House against the Bill ?
13. Have you any thing further to state ?

Answers to the above.

1. I am a Notary Public. ‘
2. I consider that the present regulations are quite sufficient for the purpose;
and, under them, the shipping have never suffered from not being able to obtain:

Pilots. ‘

8. I am aware that the Trinity House have made certain rules and regu-
lations for the purpose; but I am of opinion that no rules or laws will make them:
as attentive to their duties as the hope of a reward for their activity, as under the pre--
sent system, when Pilots are paid, according to the work which they do.

4. T believe that the attempts referred to have been unsuccessful to a certain

degree, that is, as far_as restricting Pilots from proceeding below their stations

in search of ships; but I can see no harm in this, as it only makes a vessel. the more
sure of obtaining a Pilot. Were Pilots not allowed to board a vessel, cxcept at par-
ticular stations, a vessel might pass during a violent gale, when they could not reach "
her in a small craft, in which case she would either be obliged to come to and wait
until the weather moderated, or proceed to Quebec without a Pilot.

5. I believe that therc are very few cases of vessels reaching Quebec without

Pilots, . : ' ‘

‘ 6. Pilots cannot leave their ships on the voyage down without the consent of
the master. I do not think it ever happens that a Pilot is allowed to land before
the mostI igtricate part of the navigation is passed. :

7. I do.
8. Sloops of about 15 to 30 tons, and sometimes larger vessels. 'Open Pilot
boats are still used by a few, but they are rapidly falling into disuse.
9. I am aware that a very great number of the most active and intelligent
Pilots are very strongly opposed to the Bill, and have frequently heard them speak
against it in the strongest terms.
10. I .do not think that there is such a custom in any of our mercantile
 Houses. Such a practice would be an act of injustice to the Pilots. Ca
11. T consider that the principle of incorporating the branch Pilots, as con+’
tained in the Bill, is opposed to the interests both of the shipping trading to this'
port, and of the Pilots themselves.. I think it opposed to the shipping interes|
because it will tend to prevent any anxiety or emulation on the part of Pilot;
reach the ships, from the fact that the most active and intelligent are not allow;
to reap the natural reward of their industry, and will, therefore, have no person
interest in exerting themselves, while their earnings are to be apportioned wit
every Member of the Association ; to the Pilots themselves, because, in addjtion
the injury which those who are the more active and useful class of Pilots, willisuf

“from the fact of their being obliged to join in a corporation, and to share:th
earnings with the idle and lazy, the management of the Corporation

‘involve them in a great additional expense, which is altogether uncalled fo

I

)
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12. 1 have 51gned a petition to the House against the Bill, being Agent
for the “ North and South Shields Insurance Clubs,” and fearing that their interests
would suffer, should the Bill come into force.

13 I have nothmrr furthet to state.

ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL,
Qumnmc, 16th May, 1853. ‘

Questions submitted to Alexander Lemoine, Esquire.

1. Are you not Treasurer to the Trinity House, at Quebec?

2. Is it your belief that it would be possible for an Officer of the Tumty “
House to combine with his present duties, those of Secretary-Treasurer of the
Pilots, if the Pilots were incorporated ; the duties of such an Officer being to
receive the fees due to Pilots, render an account thereof, keep the books of the
Association, provide for the expenses, and attend meetings of the Directors ?

(Transiation.)
Trintry Housk,
Quesec, 17th May, 1853.
Answers to the above.

Sir,—In answer to the queries which you address to me on the part of the
Special Committee to whom was referred the Bill to regulate the Pilotage of the
Port of Quebec, I have the honor to state :

1. That I am Treasurer to the Tnmty House at Quebec, and have been s0
for five years.

2. That I do not consider it would be in the power of an Officer of this Cor-
poration, to combine with his present duties, those of Semetary-Treasurer of the
Pilots, if the Pilots would be incorporated.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed,) A. LEMOINE.
J. P. Leprohon, Esquire. ‘
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REPORT

Of the Committee appointed to inquire into the Admiralty Tariff of Fees.

Your Committce have given the subject all the time they could conveniently
devote to it, and as the result of their inquiry, respectfully submit to your Honorable
House the evidence taken before them, that your Honorable House may be in pos-
session of the information given to your Committee in the prosecution of the duties

assigned to them. -
H. DUBORD, Chairman,
G. 0. STWART, '
W. BADGLEY.

Hon. Henry Bluck called in, and examined :—

Are you Judge of the Vice Admiralty Court ?—I am, ‘

From whom do you hold your -Commission, and produce the same, or a copy
thereof 7—T hold the Office in virtue of Letters Patent issued by Her Majesty,
under the Great Seal of the High Court of Admiralty of England, bearing date the
seventh of October, 1838, of which I produce a copy. . ‘

What is your yearly salary, and do you receive any fees ?—The salary of
the Office is two hundred pounds sterling per annum, at which it was fixed so far
back as the year 1769, I have never received any fees, nor are any attached to the
Office. ‘

What is the tariff of fees received in the Vice Admiralty Court, and please
produce the same, or a copy thereof ?—There is no tariff of fees received in the
Vice Admiralty Court. I produce a cc}py of the ‘tariff of fees to be taken by the
Officers and Practitioners of the Court for all acts to be done therein,

By what authority and at what time was that tariff established, and produce
that authority, or a copy thereof?—It was established by Her Majesty with the
advice of Her Privy Council, at the Court at Buckingham Palace, on the 2nd of
March, 1848, pursuant to an Act of the Imperial Parliament (2 Will. 4, c. 51) spe-
cially passed for the regulation of the practice, and for the establishment of fees to
be taken in the Courts of Vice Admiralty throughout the Colonial Pessessions of the
Crown. A copy of Her Majesty’s Order in Council will be found annexed to. the
rales and regulations touching the practice to be observed in suits and proceedings
in the several Courts of Vice Admiralty, and the table of fees produced by me.

Look at the account of the Registrar’s fees in the suit of Lapointe against the
Virginie, marked A, and say whether the charge of £10 15s. 6d. sterling, equal
to £18. 2s. 2d., currency, is correct >—The charges appear to be correct, They are
certified to be so by the Registrar, whose accuracy I have no reason to doubt. . .°

What would be the amonnt of costs in the Circuit Court for a similar .
case>—I have never had occasion to examine the tariff of the Circuit Court, and I
am unable to say. If the object of this question be to draw a comparison between '
the Vice Admiralty Court and the Circuit Court, I may be permitted to-add, that '.

from the extensive nature of the jurisdiction of the Vice Admiralty Courts, as'con- - |

fiected with the administration of one uniform system of Marine law throughout the .
Empire, no fair comparison could be instituted. . ) oo
~ Look at. the account of the Attorney for Plaintiff, amounting to £10 1si,

v
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sterling, equal to £18 1s. 7d., currency, and say whether it is correct >—The account
appears to be correct. The Registrar certifies that it is. “

What would be the amount of costs in the Circuit Court for a similar suit?—
I cannot say.

Look at the account of the Attorney for Defendant, amounting to £8 18s 8d,,
currency, and say whether it is correct ?—This account is also certified by the
Registrar to be correct, and appears to be so.

Could such a suit have been brought before the Circuit Court ?—The Courts
of Common Law have concurrent jurisdiction with the Admiralty in such matter,

If the Virginic had been owned by a party in this Province, had the Circuit
Court jurisdiction ?—The ownership of the Virginic would not affect the question
of jurisdiction in a case of this nature. ‘

Do you think that it is the interest of Attorneys to prosecute in the Vice
Admiralty Court, in preference to the other Courts; if so, what reason do you as-
sign ?—The duty of Attorneys is to consult the interests of their clients.. There are
cascs in which the Common Law Courts can afford no adequatc remedy, and in such
cases Attorneys have no alternative.

Look at the Registrar’s fees in the case of Jacques Tremblay ws. David
Tarar, marked B, amounting to £11 2s. 4d., currency, and say whether it is cor-
rect ?—The charges appear to be correct ; they are certified to be so by the Registrar.

What would be the amount of costs in the Circuit Court, for a similar
suit ?—1I cannot say.

Look at the account of the Proctor in this case, amounting to £20 9s 2d,
currency, and say whether it is correct ?—It appears to be correct: the Registrar
certifies that it is so. ,

‘What would be the amount of costs in the Circuit Court for a similar suit ?—
I cannot say.

Look at the account of the Marshal in this case, and say whether it is -
correct 7—The Registrar’s certificate shews that this account also is correct.

Look at the item * principal,” amounting to £8 1ls., and say whether it
is correct ?—It is ; the costs would seem to be large in proportion to the amount
referred to in this question. But for some reason which I do not know, the parties
thought proper to adopt plenary proceedings, instead of obtaining an order that the
proceedings should be summary, and the evidence taken viva voce, as may be done
in mhatters involving small pecuniary valuc and intercst.

" Look at the account marked C, and say whether the charges are correct?—
The charges in the account referred to in this question arc, I presume, cor-
rect; though without secing the bills prepared and certified by the proper Officer, I
am unable to give a positive answer. The account itself gives no information respect-
ing the matter in controversy, and is calculated to produce an erroneous impression
on the subject. It was a contested cause of damage, by collision, brought by the
steamer, ¢ Crescent’” against the ship, “ Blanche,” a vessel of the burthen of, I

_think, about 800 tons, wherein the Court, having the assistance of Captain, now,
Admiral Boxer, as an Assessor, pronounced that the damage occurred through the
inattention or want of skill of the persons on board of the Blanche, and referred: the.
amount of such damage, with all accounts and vouchers, to the Registrar, directing"
him to take to his assistance one or two Merchants, and to investigate and report'as
is usual in proceedings of this nature ; whereupon the parties, to avoid further costs,
agreed to adjust the amount of the damage sustained by the Crescent, at £6 ctitd

Tency. In this case no less than seventcen witnesses appear to have been exa;;iihé@éi

: Do you think the Vice Admiralty Court nccessary, and what are the
grounds of your opinion; and do you think that suits brought before that Coutt;.
might not be tried in the Court of Queen’s Bench, or any other Common Cou

Taw ?—I do think the Court of Vice Admiralty necessary in this as well as in;th
other Colonial Possessions of the Crown, In whatever view the question is Tooke

2
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at, the nature of the jurisdiction of the Court is essentially involved, and it is there-
fore proper I should state what I conceive to be the character of the Court. The
Vice Admiralty Courts in the possessions abroad, of the United Kingdom, are not
Local but National Courts, as a reference to the objects to which their jurisdiction
applies must render. apparent. With the exception of that branch of Admiralty
jurisdiction which embraces captures and questions Jure belli, the Vice Admiralty
Court here exercises of right the Admiralty and Maritime jurisdiction conferred
upon it, in common with the Vice Admiralty Courts in the various possessions. of
the United Kingdom. This jurisdiction comprehends the two great classes of cases,
whereof the one depends upon locality, and the other upon the nature of the con-
tract. The first respecting, as it does, acts or'injuries done upon the high seas,
where all nations claim a common right and common jurisdiction, are not of mere
municipal jurisdiction, but are appropriated to the Admiralty Courts as to national
wribunals, The second class of cases may sometimes affect the commerce and navi-
gation of Foreign nations, and when they do so, they are to be assimilated to the
first; but even when the interests of Foreigners or the rights of Foreign nations are’
not involved therein, they have relation to the trade, navigation and commerce of
the United Kingdom, and are therefore also fitly appropriated to these national tri-
bunals. The jurisdiction of the Vice Admiralty Courts under the laws relating to
trade or navigation, conferred upon these Courts by Statutes of the Imperial Parlia-
ment, is derived from a national source, and is also of a national character. If the
view which I have thus far taken of the subject be correct, the jurisdiction of the
Viee Admiralty Court would seem to be indispensable, - o
Has the Legislature of this Province power to reduce the fees received in

the Vice Admiralty Court —The Legislature of the Province has not the power of
reducing the fees to be received by the Officers or Practitioners of the Vice Admi-
ralty Court. The power of creating Admiralty Courts is a power incident to Sove-.
reignty, and this power as well as the incidental power of regulating them can only
be exercised by a Sovereign and independent State. The question then under con-’
sideration, does not touch the powers which may or ought to be exercised by the
Colonial Legislature, but has relation to a known and universally acknowledged
power belonging to Sovereignty, which it is the interest of every portion of the
Empire—and of none more than of the Colonies themselves—to have maintained in -
its full and absolute integrity. Any regulations too, touching Vice Admiralty Courts,
scem to be directly within the scope of the authority of the Supreme Legislature to
regulate the trade and commerce of the Empire, a power which is expressly declared.
by the Constitutional Act of Canada (3 and 4 Vic., c. 85, s, 43). As these Admi-
ralty Courts arc National Courts as to all Foreign States, so they may also be consi-
dered as National Courts in a more restricted sense, with reference to the depen-
dencies of the Crown, and in relation to the trade and commerce of the Empire, the
rcgulation whereof is in the Metropolitan State, In either point of view, theit crea-
tion and regulation belongs to the Metropolitan authority, and this draws along with -
it, of necessary consequence, and as incident to the main power, the power of estab-.
lishing the fees of the Officers of these Courts either mediately or imtmediately. . ..

Independently of these more general considerations, it is to be observed thatthe = -
Statute 2 Will. 1V, ¢. 51, prohibits the taking of any other than the fees established . -
under the authority of that Statute, and that by a provision contained in the Statute
8 and 9 Vie., cap. 93, sec. 63, re-enacting almost in the same words a provision'of 7 -
and 8 Will. ITI, cap. 22, sec. 9, repealed by 6 Geo. IV, c. 105—*“All laws, By-laws,
usages and customs, at the time o? the passing of this Act, or which hereafter shall-
be in practice, or endeavoured or pretended to be in force or practice, in any of the
British Possessions in America, which are in any wise repugnant to thig Act, or’tg.
any Act of Parliamerit, made or hereafter to be made in the United Kingdotn, so

far as such Act shall relate to and mention the said possessions, aré and shall ba - R

null and void to all intents and purposés whatsoever.” ~Therefore; any"establish
‘ g
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ment of a table of fees by the authority of the Provincial Legislature, during the -
continuance of the before-mentioned Statute, 2 Will. IV, cap. 51, would, in my hum-
ble opinion, be repugnant to that Statute, and consequently null and void. ,

From the copies of Correspondence and Documents which I now produce, it
will be seen that the Table of Fees mentioned in Her Majesty’s Order in Council of -
the 2nd of March, 1848, was not adopted until a Commission of Canadian Lawyers
and Merchants had been appointed, under instructions from the Lords Commis-
sioners of the Treasury, to prepare the same, nor until the Report of such Commis-
sioners had been laid before the Legislature of Canada; and I think it but right to
add, that as yet I have scen no sufficient reason to alter or reduce the fees thus
established. They cannot be said to press with undue weight upon the trade of the
port ; for if the Returns made by the Officers of the Court be looked at, the fees
they have received in the last three years will appear to be as follows:—By the
Registrar in 1850, £29 0s. 10d. ; in 1851, £122 8s. 10d. ; and in 1852, £72 5s. 4d.;
amounting to £223 5s., and averaging not quite £75 per annum. By the Marshal
in 1850, £167 9s. 10d.; in 1851, £68 12s.; and in 18562, £48 15s. ; amounting to
£284 16s. 10d., and averaging not quite £95 per annum ; whilst tihe number of
vessels at this Port during the same period, is as follows :—

Number of Vessels, Tons, and Men—Inwards and Qutwards at Quebec—
1850-51-52.

o —— w———ie
INwWARDS, Ovurwarps,
Vessels. Tons, Men. Vessels. Tons. Men.
1850 . 1196 465804 16992 1275 494021 16991
~1851 . 1800 533427 171838 1342 566605 18527
1852 . 1221 502422 16453 1226 517781 16881
New Vessels, cleared outwards, included in the above.
Vessels. Tons. Men.
1850. . 31 28317 850 ) 4
1851, . 43 39364 1185 2
1852, . 29 26422 800 ) <
VicToriA, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire-.

land, Queen, Defender of the Faith.
To Our well beloved HENRY Brack, Esquire—Greeting : T
We do, by these presents, make, ordain, nominate, and appoint you, the said:
Henry Black, to be Our Commissary in Qur Vice Admiralty Court, in our Provitice"
of Lower Canada, in America and Territories thereunto belonging. And we'.do-
hereby grant unto you full power to take cognizance of, and proceed in, all Causes:
Civil and Matitime, and in Complaints, Contracts, Offences, or Suspected Offences,’
" Crimes, Pleas, Debts, Exchanges, Policies of Assurances, Accounts, Charter Parties,
Agreements, Bills of Lading of Ships, and all Matters and Contracts, which in. any-
manner whatsoever relate to Freight due for Ships hired and let out, and transport:.
Moncy or Maritime Usury, otherwise Bottomry, or which do any ways ¢oncern
Suits, Trespasses, Injuries, Extortions, Demands, and Affairs Civil and Mar
whatsoever between Merchants, or between Owners and Proprietors of Shipsor,;
other vessels, and Merchandizes, or other persons whomsoever, with such Owni R
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and Proprietors of Ships and all other Vessels whatsoever, employed: or used, or

between any other TEéersons howsoever, had, began, made or contracted, for any

Matter, Cause or Thing, Business or Injury whatsoever, done or to be done as well

in, upon or by the Sea or Public Streams, Fresh Waters, Ports, Rivers, Crecks and
laces. overflowed whatsoever within the ebbing and flowing of the Sea or High
Vater mark, as upon any of the Shores or Banks adjoining to them or either of

them, together with all and singular their Incidents, Emergents, Dependencies, = -

annexed and connexed causes whatsoever, and such Causes, Complaints, Contracts,

and other the Premises aforesaid, or any of them, howsoever the same may happen

to arise, be contracted, had or done, to hear and determine, according to the Cgvxl

and Maritime Laws and Customs of our High Court of Admiralty of England, in our

said Province of Lowet Canada arid Maritime parts of the same, and thereto adjacent -

whatsoever ; and also with power to sit and hold Courts in any Cities, Towns and

places in our Province of Lower Canada aforesaid, for the hearing and determining

of all such Causes and Businesses, together with all and singular their Incidents,

Emergencics, and Dependencies, annexed and connexed causes whatsoever, and to

proceed judicially and according to law in administéring justice therein ; and more-

over, to compel Witnesses, in case they withdraw themselves for interest, fear, favor,

or ill will, or any other cause whatsoever, to give evidence to the truth in all and

every causes above mentioned, according to the Exigencies of the Law. And further,

to take all manner of Recognizances, Cautions, Obligations, and Stipulations, as well

to our usc as at the instance of any parties for Agreements or Debts,” or other

Causes and Businesses whatsoever, and to put the same in execution, and to cause

and command them to be executed, and duly to search and inquire of and concern-

ing all Goods of Traitors, Pirates, Manslayers, Felons, Fugitives, and Felons of
themselves, and concerning the bodies of persons drowned, killed, or by any other
means coming to their death in the sea, or in any ports, rivers, public streams, or
creeks, and places overflowed, and also concerning Mayhan happening in the afore-
said places, and Engines, Toils, and Nets prohibited and unlawful, and the occupiers
thereof: And morcover, concerning Fishes Royal, namely :* Whales, Riggs, Gram-
pusses, Dolphins, Sturgeons, and all other fishes whatsoever, which are of a great .
and very large bulk or fatness, by right or custom any ways used, belonging to us -
and to the Office of our High Admiral of England ; and also of and. concerning all
casualties at Sea, Goods wrecked, Flotzon, Jetson, Lagon, Shares, things cast over-
board, and wreck of the sea, and all Goods taken and to be taken as derelict, or. by
chance found or to be found, and all other Trespasses, Misdemeanors, Offences;
Enormities and Maritime Crimes whatsoever done and committed, or to be done "~
and committed, as well in and upon the High Sea, as in all Ports, Rivers, Fresh' =~
Waters and Creeks and Shores of the Sea to High water mark, from all first bridges =
towards the sea in and throughout qur said Province of Lower Canada, and Maritime
Coasts thereuf, and thereunto belonging, howsoever, whensoever or by what means .
soever arising or happening, and all such things as are discovered and found outyas -
also all fees, mulets, amercements, and compositions due and to be due in that be-

~ half, to tax moderate, demand, collect and levy, and to cause the same’to be de-

- manded, levied and collected, and according to law to compel and command them -
to be paid, and also to procecd in all and every the causes and businesses ‘above
recited and in all other Contracts, causes, contempts, and offences whatsoever, how=
soever contracted or arising, so that the Goods or Persons of the Debtors may. be -
found within the jurisdiction of the Vice Admiralty Court in our Province of Liower

(Canada aforesaid, according to the Civil and Maritime Laws and customs of "‘oli}‘j‘su%i‘d:

High Court of Admiralty of England anciently used, and by all other-lawful ways

means, and methods, according to the best of your skill and knowledge ; an

such Causes and Contracts to hear, examine, discuss, and finally determine, ’(sa

nevertheless the right of appealing to us'in Council, and saving always the'rig ;
our said High Court of Admiralty of England, and of the Judge and Registrar of o

. ‘ ‘ ‘ ) : ‘ } L [ ) ::*gf, 0 :
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said Court, from whom o either of them it is not our intention in any thing to dero: '
gate by these presents,) and also to arrest, and cause and command to be arrested '
. all Ships, Persons, Things, Goods, Wares, and Merchandizes for the Premises, and
every of them, and for other causes whatsoever concerning the same, wheresoever -
 they shall be met with or found within our Province of Lower Canada aforesaid, and -
" Maritime parts thereof, cither within liberties or without, and to compel all manner.
of persons in that behalf, as the case shall require, to appear and to answer, with |
power of using any temporal coercion and of inflicting any other penalty or mulet,
accordine to the Laws and customs aforesaid, and to do and minister Justice accord:
ing to the right order and course of the Law, summarily and plainly looking only
into the truth of the fact ; and we empower you in  this behalf to Fine, Correct,
Punish, Chastisc and Reform and Imprison, and cause and command to be Impri- -
soned in any Gaol, being within our Province of Lower Canada aforesaid, and Mari-r
time parts of the same, the Parties guilty and Violators of the Law and Jurisdiction:
of our 'Admiralty aforesaid, and Usurpers, Delinquents, and contumacious Absen: -
ters, Masters of Ships, Mariners, Rowers, Fishermen, Shipwrights, and other works
men and Artificers whomsoever, exercising any kind of Maritime affairs as welly ;
according to the aforementioned Civil and Maritime Laws and Ordinances and Cus-
toms aforesaid, and their demerits, as according to the Statutes and Ordinances’
aforesaid, and those of our United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, for the -
Admiralty of England in that behalf made and provided, and to deliver and abso-
lutely discharge, and cause and command to he discharged whatsoever other per<’
'sons imprisoned in such cases, who are to be delivered, and to promulge and inter-
pose all manner of Sentences and Decrees, and to put the same in execution with
cognizance and jurisdiction of whatsoever other causes, Civil and Maritime, which.
relate to the Sea, or which in any manner of ways respect or concern the Sea or Pas-
sage over the same, or Naval or Maritime Voyages performed or to be performed;
or the Maritime jurisdiction aforesaid, with power also to proceed in the same, ac-
cording to the Civil and Maritime Laws and customs of our aforesaid Court. anci-
ently used, as well those of mere Office mixed or promoted, as at the instance of
any Party, as the casc shall require and seem convenient. And we do by these
presents, which are to continue during our Royal will and pleasure only, further
- give and grant unto you, Henry Black, our said Commissary, the power of taking
and receiving all and every the Wages, Fees, Profits, Advantages. and Commodities’
whatsoever, in any manner duc and anciently belonging to the said Office, accord:
ing to the customs of Our High Court of Admiralty of England, committing 'unto
you Qur power, authority, concerning all and singular the premises in the several
places above expressed, saving in all things the prerogative of Our High Court.of
Admiralty of England aforesaid ; together with power of deputing and surrogating
in your place, for and concerning the Premises, one or more, Deputy or Deputiess .
Provided always, that the power of deputing and surrogating one or more Deputy-
or Deputies in your place and stead, shall only be exercised on good and sufficien
“ cause shewn, and that cause to be approved by Our Captain_General and Govern
in Chiefin and over Our said Province of Lower Canada, or Lieutenant Governor;0
the Ofticer administering the Government of Our said Province for the time beiifgy:
And further, We do in Our name command, and firmly and strictly charge all *aff
singular Our Governors, Commanders, Justices of the Peace, Mayors, Sheriffs, M
shals, Keepers of all our Gaols and Prisons, Bailiffs, Constables, and all other, O
Officers ang Ministers and faithful and licge Subjects in and throughout Qur afoe
. : o o )
said Province of Lower Canada, and the Maritime parts of the same -and therefo:
adjacent, that in the execution of this Our Commission they be fromtime‘to%ﬁﬁl%{%
aiding, assisting, and yield obedience in all things, as is fitting unto -you and ol
Deputy whomsoever, under pain of the Law and the peril which will fall ther
" 'Given-at London, in the Hig]i; Court of Our Admiralty of England aforesaid; ™
. the Great Seal thereof, the twenty-seventh day of October, in the yeatiof

1
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Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, and of Our Reign the

Second. ‘ T
ARDEN, . ... -,
Registrar; ..

Rules and, Regulations made in pursuance of an Act of Parliament passed in 'the Sécond:
year of the Reign of His Majesty, King William the Fourth, toucking the practice
to be observed in Suits and Proceedings in the several Courts of Vice Admiralty
abroad, and established by the King’s Order in Council, C e

WHEREAS by an Act-passed in the Second Year of His present Majesty, King .
William IV., entitled, “ An Act to regulate the Practice and the Fees in the Vice-.
Admiralty Courts abroad, &e.,” His Majesty is empowered to make such Rules, Regu-
lations and Fees, and to alter them from time to time, as may be found expedient, in
the Vice Admiralty Courts abroad; and whereas, by an Order in Council .of 'the.
23rd of June, 1832, His Majesty has been pleased to authorize us to-carry.into . -

- effect the following Rules, Regulations, and Tables of Fees, to be taken and received’

- by the respective Officers of the said Courts. We send you herewith a book. con-.,

taining copy of the aforesaid Act, Order in Council, Table of Fees, and the Regula-

tions of Practice to be observed in the Vice-Admiralty Court under your jurisdiction;

and hereby desire and direct, that the Judge, Officers and Practitioners in the said

Conrt be governed by the same accordingly. ‘ ‘ :
‘ J. R. G. GRAHAM, |

T, M. HARDY,
G. H. L, DUNDAS, ‘
S. JOHN BROOKE PETCHELL,
G. BARRINGTON, o
‘ - H. LABOUCHERE.
To the Vice-Admiral, and the respective - ‘
- Officers and Practitioners of the Vice-
Admiralty Court of Quebec. ‘
- By Command of their Lordships,
‘ JOHN BARROW.

ANNO SECUNDO GULLIELMI IV. REGIS.

CAP. LI aE

~ An Act to régulate the Practice and the Fees in the Vice Admiralty .
Courts abroad, and to obviate Doubts as to their Jurisdiction.-s
- 23rd June, 1832 ‘ : S e

WHEREAS it is expedient that provision should be made for the Regulation of the
practice to be observed in the Suits and Proceedings in the Courts of Vice Admiralty:

1 His Majesty’s Possessions abroad, and for the establishment of Fees to be allowed . -
and taken in the said Courts by the respective Judges, Officers, and Practitionets -
therein : Be it therefore enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with - .
the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this
present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the ‘same, that it shall be . - °
lawful for His Majesty, with the ‘Advice of His Privy Council; from time to time to - |
make. and. ordain such Rules and Regulations as shall be deemed expedient touch-"
ing the practice to be observed in Suits and Proccedings in the several Coutts of
Vice Admiralty at present or hereafter to be established in' any of' His .Majest¥’s
Possessions abroad, and likewise from time ‘to time to make, ordain, and'estdblish
Tables,of Fees to be taken or received by the Judges, Officers, and Praetitioners
the said-Courts, for-all Acts to be done therein, and also from:timé to. time;
- be found expedient, to-alter any such Rules, Regulations; and Fees, ‘and:
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any new Regulations and Table or Tables of Fees; and that all such Rules, Regu-
lations; and Fees, after the same shall have been so made and established or altered, -
from time to time be entered or enrolled in the Public Books or Records of the said
Courts, so far as such Practice and Fees shall relate or apply to each of such Courts -
‘respectively. ‘ L : o
II. And be it further enacted, That' a Copy of every Table of Fees so to be
from time to time made and establisked or altered, shall be laid before the Houseof -
Commons within three calendar months next after the making and establishment
‘or alteration thereof respectively, if Parliament shall be then sitting, and if not, then
within one calendar month next after the subsequent meeting of Parliament. =~ "
‘III. And be it further enacted, that the several Fees so to be established, and
no other, shall, from and after the making and establishment thereof, and the entry
. and enrollment thereof as aforesaid, be deemed and taken to be the lawful Fees of.
the several Judges, Officers, Ministers and Practitioners of the said respective’
Courts; and such Fees only shall and may be demanded, received and taken ac-. -
cordingly. ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ e
: IV. And to the intent that all such Regulations and Fees may be promulgated
and publicly made known, be it further enacted, That the Judge and Registrar of:
every such Court shall cause to be kept constantly hung up and preserved in. some '
conspicuous part of every such Conrt, and in the Office of the Registrar, a copy:of. -
the Table of Fees so to be from time to time ordained and established in such Courts -
respectively, so that the said Table may be seen and read by all persons having any "
business in any such Court and Office respectively ; and that the books or records
containing the entrics of the said Regulations and Tables of Fees, as the same shall '
be in force, shall be at all seasonable times open to the inspection of the Practitioners
and Suitors in every such Court. "
V. And be it further enacted, that in dll cases in which proceedings may be -
had in any of the said Vice Admiralty Courts, if any person shall feel himself ag-
grieved by the charges made by any of the Officers or Practitioners therein, and the
allowance thereof by such Vice Admiralty Court, by reason that such charges are
not warranted by the Tables hereinbefore mentioned, it shall be lawful for such
person or his agent, under the Regulations to be established in pursuance of the
powers given by this Act, by summary application to the High Court of Admiralty,
to have the said charges taxed by the authority thereof. : ;
. VL And whercas in certain cases doubts may arise as to the Jurisdiction of Vice
Admiralty Courts in His Majesty’s Possessions abroad, with respect to uits for sea-
men’s wages, pilotage, bottomry, damage to a ship by collision, contempt-in
breach of the Regnlations and Instructions relating to His Majesty’s Service at sed,’
salvage, and Droits of Admiralty: Be it thercfore enacted, That in all cases where:
a ship or vessel, or the Master thereof, shall come within the local limits of any’
Vice Admiralty Court, it shall be lawful for any person to commence proceedin
in any of the suits hereinbefore mentioned in such Viee Admiralty Court, notwit
standing the cause of action may have arisen out of the local limits of such Coutt};
and to carry on the same in the same manner as if the cause of action had arisén
within the said limits. o

At the Court o) St. James’s, the 2Tth dag) of June, 1832,
PRESENT : | o
THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL

WHEREAS there was this day read at the Board a Memorial from the Right Honot
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, dated the 19th instant, in the words:
lowing, viz:— . :
« Whereas by an Act passed in the second year of Your Majesty’ Reign for
regulation of the practice to be observed in the Suits and Proceedings in the'.
\ s i . ' ' :
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of Vice Admiralty in Your Majesty’s Possessions abroad, and for the establishment

of Fees to be allowed and taken in the said Courts by the respective Judges, Officers, -
and Practitioners therein, it is enacted that it shall be lawful for Your Majesty, with . |

the advice of Your Privy Council, from time to time to make and ordain such Rules
and Regulations as shall be deemcd expedient, touching the practice to be observed:
in Suits' and Proceedings in the several Courts of Vice Admiralty, at present or

~ hereafter to be established in any of Your Majesty’s Possessions abroad ; and like-

wise, from time to time, to make, ordain, and establish Tables of Fees to be taken or
received by the Judges, Officers, and Practitioners in the said Courts, for all'acts to
be done therein; and also, from time to time as shall be found expedient, to alter
any such Rules, Regulations, and Fees, and to make any new Regulations, and
Table or Tables of Fees; and that all such Rules, Regulations, and Fees, after the
same shall have been so made and established or altered, shall, from time to time,

be entered or enrolled in the public books or records of the said Courts, so far as'

such Practice and Fees shall relate or apply to each of such Courts respectively.

‘¢ And whercas among other provisions of the said Act it is ordained, with re- |

‘spect to doubts that may arise as to the jurisdiction of Vice Admiralty Courts in
His Majesty’s Possessions abroad, or to suits for scamen’s wages, pilotage, bot-
tomry, Damage to a Ship by collision, contempt in breach of the Regulations and
Instructions relating to His Majesty’s Service at sea, Salvage and Droits of Admi-

ralty, that in all cases wherc a ship or vessel, or the Master thereof, shall come

* within the local limits of any Vice Admiralty Court, it shall be lawful for any per-
son to commence proceedings in any of the suits before-mentioned in such Vice
Admiralty Court, and to carry on the same in the same manner as if the cause of
action had arisen within the said limits. o ‘

- ““ And whereas we deem it of great im{)ortance that one uniform system of -
t

practice should prevail in all the Vice Admiralty Courts in Your Majesty’s Colonies,
we would most hnmbly submit to Your Majesty that Your Majesty will be pleased
by Your Order in Council, to authorize us to carry into effect the said Rules and
Liegulations touching the practice in suits and proceeding in the said Courts, as laid'
down'in a Report of certain Referees appointed by the Lords Commissioners of

Your Majesty’s Treasury, and approved by the Judge and other competent Law

Authorities of the High Court of Admiralty of England ; and also that the Tables of

Fees proposed and approved by the said Authorities may be established by Your

Majesty’s Order in Council, as the only Fees to be. taken and rcceived by the .-

Judges, Registrars, Marshals, Advocates and Proctors of the Vice Admiralty Courts

of the respective Colonies, as laid down by the Referees, and approved by the Law |

Authorities above mentioned. .

“ And further that we be authorized to carry into execution all other provi- -

sions contained and set forth in the Act of Parliament aforesaid >’ C

His Majesty, having taken the said Memorial into considertion, was pleased, : -
‘byand with the advice of His Privy Council, to approve of what is therein prqpo‘se‘ﬂ'_; !
and the Right Honorable the Lord Commissioners of the Admiralty are to give' the

necessary directions therein accordingly.

W. L. BATHURST.

' Registrar’s Duties,
*Marshal’s Duties,

CONTENTS.
¢ 1. Asto the holding of Courts.
¢ 2. Surrogates. ‘
: 8. Registrar and Marshal to be sworn.
¢ 4. Registry Office.
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Proccedings by Action.

Execution of Warrants,

9. Appearance and Bail.

10. Procecding by Default.

11. Contested Suits,

12.  Proceedings by Plea and Proof.

13. Ixamination of Witnesses.

14, Proceeding by Act on Petition.

15.  Suits for Marier’s Wages.

16. Suits for Pilotage.

17.  Suits for Bottomry.

18. Causcs of Damage by Collision.

19, Suits for Salvage.

20. Causes of Posscssion. ‘

21, Action to obtain Seccurity for the safe Return of a Vessel.

22. Derelict Cases.

Sections 28, 24, 25 and 26, rclating to Pirates, have been omitted.
27, Prosecutions for Breach of the Revenue or Navigation Laws.
28. General Rules to be observed in Practice.

29. Tender.

30. References.

31. Taxation of Costs.

32. Incidental Monitions.

38. Commiissions.

84. Acts on Petition.

35. Appcals.

86. Regulations as to the Sittings of the Court, ;
87. As to the Return and Service of Warrants, Monitions, and other Instru-
- ments, ‘
88. Interlocutory Decrec.

39, Monitions.

40. Proxics.

41. Other Gencral Rules.

®

Rules and Regulations to be observed in the scveral Courts of Vice Admiralt:y.

¢ 1. As to the holding of Courts.

Courts are to be regularly held at short intervals by adjournment from day to.
~day; but the Judge is authorized to sit on any intermediate day as herein after -
provided, in casesthe despatch of business, or other necessity shall require. The.
‘practice which has prevailed in many of the Vice Admiralty Courts of presenting a.
petition to the Judge to appoint a day for holding a Court is from henceforth to
cease. ‘ "t
‘The Judge is to be at convenient times accessible to his chambers, that he may -
be, if nccessary, consulted by the Registrar on any incidental matter, or for the |
purpose-of hearing a motion by Counsel, or directing the sale of perishable goods, -
(ér doing any other act which the emergency of a casc may render requisite to be
one. :

2 2. Surrogates.

The admitted Advocates of cach Court are to be appointed Surrogates, to'do; ;-
in the absence of the Judge, ordinary, or common form acts (but none other), such:
as the administering an oath to a witness, decreeing a monition, taking bail, and theé;
like ; but in those Courts in which the Advocate is allowed to act as a Proctot. als
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no judicial act of any kind is to be sped by a practitioner in any cause in which he
may be professionally retained or interested. o L

When an Advocate is to be admitted a Surrogate, he is to attend with the
Registrar before the Judge, and, on being sworn faithfully to execute his office, is
to be admitted. The Registrar is-then to make an entry of such admission in the
Minute or Assignation Book, and attest the same.

% 8. Registrar and Marshal to be sworn.

The persons to be appointed to execute the several offices of Registrar and
Marshal are to be sworn faithfully to perform their respective duties.

¢ 4. Registry Office.

‘ The Registry of the Court is to be accessible to suitors at convenient hours in
the day throughout the year; and a person of competent skill and knowledge is’
to be in regular attendance there, for all requisite purposes. :

85, Registrar’s Duties,

. The duty of the Registrar is to attend all sittings of the Court, and also before
the Judge, or Surrogate in Chambers, and to make minutes of every act of Court
or decree, and to enter the same in an Assignation Book, to be kept for the pur-
pose, which is to form a record of the proceedings of the Court; he is to fyle; or
take the custody of all pleas, depositions, documents, exhibits, and papers brought:
into Court, recording the receipt thereof in the Assignation Book, briefly stating
the papers so received, and the date of their receipt. He is to take the depositions
of all witnesses examined upon pleas and interrogatories. If from illness, or any-
other sufficient cause, he should be unable to perform this duty, he may, with the
consent of the Judge, appoint some other competent person to act for him on those
occasions. He is to make, or procure to be made, translations of such documents
in foreign languages brought irito Court as may be required by the. Judge, or by the
Proctor of either party, He is to make and to attest copies of all records, docu-
ments, and papers that may be requisite. He is to draw all bail bonds, or recogni-
zances, and to be present at and attest the execution thereof before the Judge or
Surrogate. He is to prepare, sign, and seal all warrants, commissions, and instru-
ments issuing under the seal of the Court. He is also to collect from the practi
tioners, and receive for the Judge’s usc, the fees payable to him, He.is to have
the custody of all monies paid into Court, and to remit them when required, by
bills of exchange or other valid securities, to England. He is prohibited from.acting .
cither as Advocate or Proctor in any suit, matter, or proceeding in the Court of
which he is a Registrar. o

5 6. Marshal's Duties.

The. Marshal is to attend the Judge in Court on all Court days. He is to enquire -
and report as to the sufficiency of persons proposed for bail. “He is to execute all' "
such warrants, decrees, monitions, and other instruments as shall be issued from.the

iy

Court, and be directed to him; and he is to make due returns thereof. == "
~ In cases where, in order to avoid expense, it may,be deemed requisite to employ -,
others than the Marshal to execute process at any great distance from the Coutt, .
the Instrument is fo be addressed as £Ho‘ws — L et
“To all and singular Mayors, Justices of the Peace, Bailiffs, Constables, Officers ..

‘and ministers of Justice, or literate persons whomsoever, and more especially to:the
Collector and Comptroller of our Customs at the port of: 3 or in some;si
form, if more appropriate to the existing authorities in the colony. 77
And on, those occasions either the Collector or Comptroller of the' Cistoris™is to-

be preferred,.unless they are patties to, or interested in the suit; . .~
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And with the same view of ‘avoiding expense, it is expedient that other duties
which properly belong to the office of Marshal, and which require to be performed
at a distance from the Court, be executed by others; in which cases, commissions
are to be addressed specially to any competent persons, by name, resident near the
- place where such duties are to be performed. L : !

4 1. Proceedings by Action.

These are to commence with an entry by a Proctor, in a book to be kept in the
Registry for that purposc, called the  Action Book*” of the action in a given sam
sufficient to cover the demand and the probable amount of costs ; hut this sumis on
no account to be excessive. . Before any warrant is issued, the party applying for
the same is to exhibit to the Registrar an affidavit,} setting forth the nature of the
demand, that application for payment has been made without effect to the parties
concerned, and that the aid and process of the Couxt arc required for the enforce .
ment thereof. Upon the leaving of this affidavit in the Registry, a warrant,} spe-'
cifying the amount of the action, may issue to arrest the property proceeded against .
or the persons in cascs where personal arrest is lawful; but personal arrest is never
to be resorted to when the ends of justice can be otherwise obtained. The Proctor,
having obtained the warrant from the Registrar, is to make a copy of it, and then'
deliver the warrant and copy to the Marshal, with instructions for the cxecution of
the process. If the instrument is to be served on a ship, cargo, and freight at dif--
ferent places, as many different copies thereof as are requisite, must be made by-
the Proctor for that purpose. Every copy is to be examined with the original by
the Marshal, or the person serving the instrument. ‘ o

% 8. Execution of Warrants.

When a ship is, or a ship and cargo are, to be arrested, the warrant is to be
affixcd on the mainmast or some conspicuous part of the vessel for a short time, and
a collated copy of it left on board ; and when goods only are to be arrested, (either
for the purpose of procecding against such goods or the freight due thereon,) the
warrant is o be affixed for a short time on part of the goods, and a collated copy
thereof left thereon, or with any person in whose actual custody the g{oodsmay be,

In cases of personal arrest the warrant under the seal of the Court must be
shewn to the party before he is taken into custody.

A certificate 3 of thie service of every warrant exeeuted by the Marshal is to be
indorsed thereon, and signed by him, in which he is to set forth the time when, and
the mode by which the sctvice was effected. ‘ N

When a, warraut is served by any other person than the Marshal, there must"
~ be, in addition to a similar certificate of the person serving it, his affidavit in the.

verification thereof. | ‘ T
~ The warrant having been served is to be delivered back to the Proctor, to be'.
by him recturned into the Registry at the time when it purports to be returnable’y
and the Registrar is then to attend with the Proctor before a Judge or Surrogate;”
and ‘enter a ninute in the Assignation Book, that the warrant has been returned:
duly served and executed. ‘

§ 9. Appearance and Bail.

Afier the cntry of an action, and before the issuc of a warrant, the defendant -
may voluntarily appear, and give bail, and thus avoid the expense consequent ofi; "
the issue of process. ‘ : :

An appearance alone, without any bail, may be sufficient’ for the purposé
contesting a suit, but in cases of the arrest of property or of the person, eithe

. * See forms of Actions, No. 1 to 14. See Forms No, 85 to 87,
. See Affidavits to lead Warrants, No. 15 to 20. See the Form of this Affidavit, No. 88, ,
See forms of Warrants, No. 21 to 34. &« Sce Eorm of Minute, No. 89, .

12
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demand must be satisfied, or competent bail given before the property or person is
released from the arrest. ‘ P
In order to avoid unnecessary detention when the arrest is to take place ata
distance from the Court, a commission for taking bail is to accompany the warrent,,
as an authority to the party serving the warrant or release the individual or the
property on sufficient bail being given. ‘ “

 § 10.  Proceeding by Defanlt.

In the case of property arrested, and no party appearing after the return of
ihe warrant, the cause may proceed by default, or penam contumaciee. To. this end;
on the day the warrant is returned, the parties cited and not appearing, are, at the
petition of the Proctor, to be pronounced by the Judge or Surrogate to be in
default, and an entry to that effect is to be added by the Registrar to the minute
on the return of the warrant in the Assignation.* ‘ ‘ s

At the expiration of two months from the return of the warrant, if no appear-
ance be given, the parties cited are again to be pronounced in default, and the pro-
moter is to be entitled to a decree pronouncing for the amount of his demand, and
given him a lien on the property ; which decree is to be drawn by the Proctor, -
who, after it has been perused and settled by the Registar, is to make a fair copy -
of it for the Court.? : ‘ “ ‘ ‘

An affidavit in verification of all the facts mentioned in a decree is to be made
by the party proceeding, which affidavit is to be drawn by the Proctor, and submit-
ied to the Registar.} . o o L

The Procter is then to prepare a short case detailing the proceedings, which,
with, a copy of the affidavit, he is to deliver to counsel as instructions to move the
Court to sign the decree, of which, when signed by the Judge, to the Registar is to -
make a minute in the 'Assignation Book.§ : ‘ ‘ "

On the same Court day, or on any susequent adjourned Court day, if an
affidavit || of two persons is exhibited, stating that the property proceeded against -
is perishable and likely to deteriorate in value, the Judge is to direct a decrce of . -
appraisement and sale to issue, of which the Registar is also to make an entry,f

his decree is then to be delivered by the Registar to the Proctor, and by the latter -
to the Marshal, with instructions for its execution.¥* The Marshal is thereupon tor
select a broker, or other person conversant with the value'of the property, and to
administer an oath to him justly and faithfully to inventorize and appraise the ship.
her tackle, apparel and furaiture, or the goods, as the case may be. An inventory = .
and appraisement are then to be made, and the Marshal is to cause the property to =
be publicly advertised by printed bills or otherwise, and, after sufficient public
notice of the intended sale, to be sold by auction. The sale being completed, the
Marshal is to return the decree (with his certificate as to the execution thereof) into
Court, or before the Judge or Surrogate in Chambers, and to bring in at the same, - .
time the inventory and apprisement, with a more extended return of the Marshal}f . -
~and appraiser, signed by them, setting forth the particulars and the value ‘of the
ship or goods as appraised ; and he is also to bring the account of sales and pro: -
ceeds into the Registry winthin the time specified in the decree.f} DI

If the property be of considerable value, two brokers or appraisers may be =
employed, provided there is sufficient reason for the same. The property is never, . -
to be sold under the appraised value, unless by special order. of the Court; and if -
the appraised value canuot be obtained -after an attempt to sell, the Marshal is to'

K

v

* Eee gorm OIfT Minute, (ZlNo 40. q Elee‘Minut(el gnl‘gr%r_xting . Decrce of Appr
See Forms Nos. 41 and 42, . ment and Sale, No, 48. R
Eee lni“orms gos. 43 and 44. ‘*# See Dcé:rées of Appraisement and Sale, Nog
See Forms Nos, 45 and 46, 49 and 60. ' o .
« See Form No. 47. ‘ g See Forms of Return, Noa, 51 agd'52: ;-

See Porm of Minute, No. 63,
S s
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exhibit an affidavit,* of at least two persons, stating that the property had beer
only advertised and put up at public auction, when only a certain sum was bid for the'
same. Aund if the Judge be then satisfied that all has been done as properly and .
fairly as if the owner hizaself had been selling his own property, he is to direct the
same to be sold at a reduced price, but not for less than a sum which he in his dis--
cretion is to fix, A minutet of <uch order is to be entered by the Registrar in-
the Assignation Book, and the property s then to be offered again to sale by public
auction.

When the procceds are brought into the Registry, the Registrar may pay out
of the Court to the party proceeding, on his application for that purpose, the amount
of the debt pronounced for, together with the costs of the suit, the same being first
duly taxed and allow d by the Judge., ‘ .

When a decree pronouncing for the intercst of a party proceeding by default. -
has been signed by the Judge, it any other party should also proceed against the -
property, he will be entitled, on motion of Counsel, to have his interest pronounced .
for by an iuterlocutory deerec,f after the warrant has been returned two, months;
and a second default has been ineurred in his particular suit. On this occasion a
similar afidavit must be exhibited to that required on obtaining the decree for the

interest of the party who had originally proceeded by default.

The balance of proceeds, if any remain in the Registry after satisfying the
amount pronounced for and costs, may, on production of the Ship’s Register, or
other satisfactory evidence of ownership, be paid out to the owner. Bat if his
application be made within a year and a day from the return of the warrant, he is
to give bail to answer latent demands.§ o

" The sufficiency of sureties is to be reported upon by the Marshal, and the bail

‘must be given in the manner hereinafter mentioned respecting, bail to answer an’
action in a contested suit. . ‘ -

In a case proceeding by default or in penam, the owners of the property are to
be allowed to contest the suit at any time before the expiration of a year and a day
from the return of the warrant; but if they neglect to appear until they have been.

ronounced in default, they must on appearing, pay contumacy fees, viz., all the costs
oceasioned by such their neglect, including the charges for keeping possession
beyond the time specified in the warrant for its veturn, which costs are to be taxed
by the Court.
‘ § 11. Contested Suits

" 1In contested suits the property semains in the custody of the Court, but if the
release thereof be a material object {o the owner, or to the party defendant, it may
be delivered to him on sufficient ‘bail by two persons severally in the amount for
which the action has been entercd. Causes of possession, however, arc not bailable
unless by the special direction of the Judge. Bail to answer an action, and all bail’
bonds or recognizances are o be given, in the following manner : BRI 2

The Proctor who is to producc the sureties is to furnish the Marshal and aldo;

the adverse Proctor with the particulars, in writing, of the names of the proposed

' bail, their address and oceupation ; and the Marshal, having made due enquiry agtd
their sufficiency, is to deliver his report || thercon to the Proctor proposing the baﬂ?
‘who is then to iustruct the Registrar to prepare the bail-bond. T The Registréi‘%;ﬁ
the two Proctors, and their suretics, are then to attend the Judge or Surrogatéy
and, upon the recognizances being duly entered into, the property is to be released
upon an instrument* to be drawn by the Marshal and issued immediately after'bat
has been given. This form is to be dispensed with when the bail is taken by coin3

mission.

# See Form No, 54. . | See Form of Report, No. 58.
+ See Form Mo. 56. € Sce Buil-Bonds, No. 59 to 67,
1 See Form No_56. #* See Form of Release, No, 68.

§ See Form of Bond, No. b1.
14
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It is competent to the adverse Proctor to object to the proposed’sureties, in =
which case the. Judge is immediately to decide on the validity of the objections, '
If the adverse Proctor do not attend at the production of the sureties, the bail may
be taken ex parte upon an affidavit, * to be prepared by the Proctor producing
them, that he has given twenty-four hours’ notice in writing of their names, address,
and occupation, which affidavit is to be left in the Registry. S

Should a party appear under protest, either objecting to the jurisdiction of the .
Court or on any other ground on which he means to contend that-he is not liable to-
answer the action, his appearance must be entered by the Registrar in the Assigna:
tion Book as given 'under protest, and the party so appearing is to be assigned to
deliver his act on protest to the adverse Proctor within a limmited time.t 'The '+
same course of proceeding is to be pursued on the act on protest as in'cases of actd
on petition (hereafter stated) up to the time of the hearing, swhen the Judge is
either to pronounce for the protest and dismiss the suit, or overrule the protest and
assign the party to appear absolutely, and the cause is then to proceed as if no -
appearance on protest had been given. L

In contested suits the facts may be' established either by libel or plea, and the
examination of witness thereon styled ¢ Plea and Proof;”> or by an ¢ Act on Peti-
tion,”” suported by affidayits, to which may be annexed cxhibits or other documents
to be verified in the affidavits. o ‘ o

§ 12.  Proceedings by Plea and Proof. |

When an appearance has been entered, the defendant is entitled to an:

3sscilgnation on the plaintiff to exhibit a libel within a time to be limited by the
udge. : ‘ ‘

gThe libel or plea is to be drawn by the plaintifi’s Proctor} and settled by
Counscl, and then a fair copy, signed by Counsel, is to be made for the Court, and
brought in pursuant to the assignation; § a copy is also to be delivered to the
adverse Proctor, and each Proctor is entitled to make copies for the use of his
Counsel at the hearing. - : ‘ ‘

There may be anrexed to the libel or plea, docaments or exhibits pleaded or
referred to therein, of which copies are to be made. in like manner, the originals .
being brought into Court. And upon the libel or plea being brought in, the Judge
is to assign to hear, on admission thereof, on the next Court day, or at the time to =
be named by him. 'The defendant’s Proctor may then lay the libel or plea before - -
Counsel for his advice, if the same be opposable, and if it be deemed by him not

‘sufficient in law (supposing it be true) to warrant the plaintiff’s prayer,”the . .-

admission of it may be opposed ; whereby if the plaintiff has no legal cause of .
action, the suit may be stopped in limine, it being the duty of the Judge to reject
all pleas, which, if assumed to be true, will not justify him in pronouncing a decree for. = **
the party givingin such plea. Or if the plea contains matter unnecessary or.irrele-

admission thereof may be opposed. Upon these objections coming to be debated,
the Judge will order the plea to be admitted, reformed, or altogether rejected :as.
he shall see cause. If ordered to be reformed, the Judge will in. his discretion,
direct the objectionable matter to be expunged and other points modified. || - If -
ordered to be rejected, such rejection puts an end to the suit, T

On the libel being debated, a case on each side is to be prepared by the
respective Proctors, and delivered to the Counsel with copies of the libel and ofithe

Counsel at the final hearing. : e
* See'Form of Affidavit, No. 69. See Form of Miﬁute on brin‘giné in(Ifi};’él{*N &

.+ See Form of Act, No, 70. : 1 See Minute admitting, réforming. or-rej
1 Sec Libels, No. 11 to 76. Libel, N?. 77 to 80. o
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Pleas, the adwissibility of which is not objected to, are admitted to proof, of -
‘course. ‘ : .
- Pleas or allegations given in a subsequent stage of a cause, may be admitted,
reformed, or rejected in a similar manner. [

On the libel being admitted, the Proctor giving in the same is to be assigned .
to prove its contents by cvidence within a time to be limited by the Judge, and the.
party giving in the plea is entitled, if he desiresit, to the personal answers in writing
ofthe adverse party.* In that case a decrec for answers is to be extracted from the
Registry and served on the party, by shewing him the original under seal, and -
leaving with him a copy thercof. The answers are to be drawn by the Proctor for-
the party required to give in the same, who must answer specifically to all the facts
or allegations in the plea which are within his own knowledge, by either admitting *
or denying the same; and as to all matters, he must answer to his belief or
dishelief. ‘ .

No extraneous or irrelevant matter is to be iutroduced, but the party mny set
forth any matter necessary to explain his answer. If any facts ave introduced which
~ are capable of proof by witnesses, they must be established by evidence regularly ',

taken on a plea. The answers | are to be settled by Counsel, and then the party:,
attended by his Proctor is to be sworn § to the truth thercof before the Judge or
Surrogate in the presence of the Registrar, who is to make and sign an attestation
at the foot thereof.  The Registrar is then to fyle them and make a minute $ in the .
Assignation Book, of their having been sworn and broughtinto Court. The adverse -
Proctor may immediately inspect them without waiting for publication, and may.
have an office copy of them.  And if they be insufficient, redundant, or contain .
matter not pertinent, may be objected to in the same manner as a libel or plea.

If after the return of a plea personally served, the party does not give in his. -
answer within the time assigned, the Judge may dceree an attachment against him_
for his contumacy : bat, notwithstanding this measure, the Proctor for the plaintiff.
may proceed with the production of his witnesses and take other requisite steps in
the' cause. : ,

4 18. EHramination of Witnesses.

The name of the witness|| and a designation of the specific articles of the
libel or plea on which he is to be examined, must be delivered to the adverse
Proctor and to the Registrar or Examiner, whereupon the Proctor giving in the
plea is to attend the witness and produce him before the Judge or Surrogate, in:-
Court or chambers, when the witness is to be immediately sworn in the presence of:-
the Registrar.§] Due notice of his intended production must be given to the adverse::
Proctor, who may attend if he think fit. On the witness being sworn, the Registrat+

* is to make an entry thereof in the Assignation Book. ** _

The deposition in chief is not to be taken upon written intetrogatories, but by:, |
relevant questions put vivd voce by the Registrar or Examiner,j} and arising out off
circurnstances pleaded, but not so put as to lead the witness. If there are severalt:
pleas, witnesscs are to be examined on each plea. The witness must not be‘,dig?" ‘
missed until the lapse of twenty-four hours from the time of his production, so ' thats*
the adverse Proctor may have an opportunity to cross-examine him by interrogs
tories in writing if he think fit; and this time may be extended on reasonable cavde
to be shewn by the Proctor through the Registrar to the Judge.}} Such interrogas:
tories are to be drawn by the adverse Proctor, and, when practicable, settled byis

‘ ed by’
Counsel. They are then to be copied for and signed by Counsel, and deliveredtg?s

T
* See Decree for Answers, No. 81, 9 See Oath, No. 89. ‘ R
See Answers, No, 82 to 85, ‘ ** See Minute No. 90: -
$ See Oath, No. 86. +1 See Forms used in the High Court of Admiral
See Minute, No. 87. ‘ No. 91 to 95. BT Yix
See Form, No, 88, 1 See Forms, No. 96 to 99, Clm
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the Registrar, with instructions as to the particular interrogatories to be administered . -
to each witness. When the witness has been examined in chief, and also upon
interrogatories, if any are to be administered, the depositions in'chief, and also the"
answers to the interrogatories (if any,) are to be read over to or by the witnesses
and signed by him, and he is then to attend with the Registrar before the Judge or-.
Surrogate in chambers, and make a declaration that he knows the contents. of his
deposition, and that the same are true in virtue of the oath by him taken on his
being produced ; and an attestation thereof is to be made at the foot of the depo-
sition by the Registrar or Examiner.

The evidence of the witnesses is in all cases to be kept closely sealed, and the
contents thereof are not to be divulged until publication shall have-been.
passed ; after which, but not sooner, the Proctor administering the interrogatories,
if any are administered, is to deliver a copy thereof to the Proctor producing the
witness. .

In the event of any witness refusing to attend to be examined, his necessary -
expenses having been tendered to bim (but not otherwise,) a compulsory or.
subpeena, ¥ to be prepared by the Registrar, may be extracted, and served on the
person so refusing to attend, by shewing to him the original instrument under seal,
and leaving with him a collated co y thereof, and ifhe do nat appear to this process,
an attachment may issue against him for his contempt. ‘

The witnesses for the plaintiff being all examined, his Proctor may on the first'
court-day afterwards pray publication of the evidence, which is to be decreed to take
place at a time to be fixed by the Judge;t. and at the expiration of that time
it is imperative on the opposite party to Eleqd if he intends to do so at all ; for this:
purpose, he is to attend before the Registrar or Surrogate, and declare in a
minute { of Court that he intends to offer an allegation § or counter-plea, and the
same must be brought into Court within a reasonable time, to be assigned by -the -
Judge. In that case, publication of the evidence must be stayed until the allegation’
be disposed of, either by being admitted or rejected by the Court, or by the party-
abandoning the intention of giving it in. If admitted, publication must be ‘stayed-
until the whole evidence in the canse be taken. In the event of no allegation or .
counter-plea being given, or, if given, being rejected by the Court, or withdrawn by
the party, publication of the evidence is to take place; and thereupon the deposi-
tions may be inspected on each side, and copies thereof furnished to the parties at the
request of their Proctors, who may make capies thereof for their respective Counsel, -

night to give any further plea or allegation in the principle cause ; but if the Judge-
shall be satisfied by affidavit that there is any matter important to the issue, whick.
could not have been pleaded before by reason that knowledge thereof-had not come -
to the party prior to, or that the fact had occurred after the publication, the Judge
in his discretion may allow such matter to be pleaded. ‘ T
- Allegations exceptive to the testimony of witnesses || may be given after pub-
lication in cases only where the matter on which they are founded, arises out of the .
evidence of the witness or witnesses excepted to, and where the contrddiction, if
proved, would tend materially to destroy his or their credit; but no allegation -
exceptive to the testimony of witnesses is to be admitted, if the facts it contains.
' cither have been or could have been pleaded before publication. After publication, " .
10 allegation, pleading generally that the witness is not worthy to be believéd on,
his oath, is to be received. Any such allegation, when offered, must. precede:.
publication, and must plead generally that the witness is of bad character and '

: riputation, and not to be believed on his oath without imputing to him any specific”
| charges. ‘ o ' D

* See Form No. 100. ‘ See Forms of Allegation, No. 108 o100
I See Minute, No, 101, ‘ See Forms Nos. 108 and 109. - N
See Minute No, 102, : ‘

B RE

After the evidence has been ‘inspected, neither party can claim as a matterof
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~ When several pleas are given in a cause, witnesses are to be examined on each
plea; and all other steps are to be pursned in the same manner as directed in re~"
spect of the plaintiff’s libel. ‘ o Lo
It is the duty of the Proctors to take especial care that the libel and defensive -
allegation contain all the facts material to the decision of the cause, so that several
pleas may not unnecessarily be given. e
When publication shall have taken place on all pleas, the causeis to be set
down to be heard at-a time to be appointed by the Judge. Counsel are to be fur-
nished with copies of all material papers, viz., pleas, exhibits, and depositions of
witnesses, but not of warrants, decrces, or other formal instruments, unless from .
circumstances the contents of such instruments may be material to the discussion of
‘the cause. A case for hearing on each side is to be prepared by the respective;
Proctors, briefly stating the proceedings which have taken place, and calling the
attention of Counsel to the decree which ecach party may pray, the Judge to pro--
nounce. The cvidence is not to be abstracted, nor are documents of which Counsel
‘are furnished with copies to be more than merely described in the case. All length-
ened details are to be avoided, but the attention of Counsel is to be directed to the
principal points. A reasonable fee is to be paid to Counsel on the hearing ; and'if:
the case takes more than one day in argument, a moderate additional or refreshingr
fee is to be given for each subsequent day. Definitive sentences in writing are only*
requisite in derelict and piratical cases. In other causesthe Judgment may be given
by interlocutory* decree, and entered by the Registrar in the Assignation Book: "
If it become necessary to enforce a Judgment, a monitiont is to be taken out:
‘against the party principal and his bail, and scrved in the manner before directed-
in regard to instruments requiring personal service. Upon the return into Court’
of the monition, with a certificate of its duc service indorsed thercon, and the tenor
thereof not being obeyed, the Judge, upon motion of Counsel, may decree an’
attachment] against the person of the party monished for his contempt ; directing-
either the attachment to issue immediately, or to be suspended for a reasonable time;”
as circumstances may in his judgment require. This attachment § isto be extracted-
~ from the Registry. The previous service of a monition may not always be necessary:
Where the disobedience is manifest upon the face of the proceedings, and it is clear
‘that the order of the Court must be known to the party, an attachment may be -
decreed without a previous monition; but in cases where sureties are to be attached,
a previous monition is indispensable. Upon compliance with the order for disobe-
dience of which the attachment issued, and upon payment of the costs of the attach-
ment, the Marshal, or other person executing it, is to release the party, certifyng to
the Judge fully what has been done, but in" cases of doubt he may resort to the-
Judge for directions previous to the release. s

¢ 14. Proceeding by Act on Petition. - (e

In case bail hasbeen given to the action, a minute is to be made in the Assigns
tion Book by the Registrar, assigning the Proctor for the party proceeding to deg e,
his act on petition to the adverse Proctor by a time to be fixed by the Judge. ..
Proctor is then to set forth the facts of his case || in a. plain narrative manner, with
argument, and concluding with his prayer. This, having been settled. by Coune
(for which purpose he is to be furnished with a copy), is to be copied fair forjth
Court, and then delivered to the adverse Proctor that he may reply thereto, an
with the reply, it must be returned to the Proctor of the party proceeding, that
may make a rejoinder thereto if necessary. The reply and rejoinder must al

settled by Counsel in the same manner as the act.

* Sce Interlocutory Decrees, No, 110 to 130, See Attachments, No. 140 to 145, - !
See Monitions, No. 131 to 186, See Acts on Petition, No, 146 to 148.- -*
See Minutes, No, 186 tq 189, S
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" The facts'alleged in-the act on petition: are to be supported by affidavits; .
and any necessary exhibits, or- documents annexed thereto, are.to be verified ‘in* "
such aflidavits, which are to be confined to the material averments, and are not to
be settled by’ Counsel. S ‘ ' o

Should any delay occur in the delivery of the act from one Proctor to the
other, either of them may allege the same, in the presence of the Registrar, beforé'
the Judge, who is to direct the act to be returned by a time to be specified; and"
if it be not returned by that time, or good cause shewn for the delay, the Judge is .
to assign to hear the act on petition ex parte, that no unnecessary postponement may
take place, for which purpose a copy of the act, instead of the original, together:
with the affidavits on behalf of the party, must be brought in by the Proctor applying N
to have the cause so heard. ‘ L

When the article is concluded, it is to be signed by both Proctors who are to
attend before the Judge or Surrogate, in the presence of the Registrar, to bring in
the same, together with the original affidavits and exhibits.  No further affidavits-. .
or documents are to be afterwards received, unless by leave of the Judge'obtained'on
special application. The Judge is then to appoint the cause for hearing, and there-:
-upon one' copy of the affidavits and exhibitionsis to be made for each of the Counsel,,
and one for the adverse Proctor, to be delivered to him when'the originals are brought
in. The adverse Proctor is also to make copies for his own Counsel. The same .
rules, as to the preparing the case for hearing, delivering copies of papers, fees to
Counsel, and the same proccedings for enforcing obedience to the decree, are to be -
observed as in a cause conducted by plea and proof. C

§ 156. Suits for Mariners’ Wages.

The same regulations as to the arvest of a Ship, the subsequent proceeding by
default or in: penam, and the rules for conducting a cause by Plewand proof, are .
to be applicable to the suit of a mariner for his wages, which is called a cause of'
subtraction of wages, in which the mariner may proceed against the ship, freight, .
and master, or the ship and freight, or the owner or the master alone ; and any
number of mariners, not exceeding six, may proceed jointly in one action. = " .

When an appearance is given, the Proctor for the party proceeding is entitled’
to an assignation on the defendant® to bring into Court the mariner’s contract and’
ship’s books ; and he is not compelled to fyle his libel until they are so brought 'in..’

The libel, if in common form and pleading no special ‘matter, should state the -
hiring, rate of wages, performance of service, and the refusal of payment; and'
should have annexed to it a schedule, stating the whole amount of wages, with the:
sum received on account, and the balance claimed to be due. This plea is ternjed‘al
summary petition, and should not be settled by Counsel. R

‘ § 16 Suits for Pilotage. e

Suits for the recovery of pilotage, where no party appears to defend the action,, ..
may be conducted by default or in penam. When, contested, the proceeding will be
by plea and proof; the libel or plea, as in suits for wages, if containing no special:.
matter, is also called a summary petition, and need not be settled by Counsel: ;

‘ 2 17.  Suits of Bottomry. o e

These suits may likewise be conducted by default or in penam, and. ships'may - -
be sold, in virtue of a decree of the Court, for the payment of bottomry bonds without
any apﬁ)eallance having been given to defend the action, . . L s

When the validity of the bond is contested, the cause generally proceeds by - -
act on petition and affidavits; but the party promoting the cause may, if e thinkg# =
proper, proceed by plea and proof:.and it 1s competent to defendant, on his ‘appear- - - ..
- ance, to require the cause to be conducted in ‘that manuer, fr whiqh‘pg;rp(&%; he |

i

e A

must pray the Judge to assign the promoter to bring in a libel. -
* See Minute, No, 149, L | R
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Before the warrant is extracted from the Registry, the original bond must be -
exhibited to the Registrar in addition to the usual affidavit, - ‘ ‘ ‘

¢ 18 Causes of damage by Collision.

These causes may also be prosecuted by default or in penam. When defended,
the suit is conducted by plea and proof, and differs in no respect from that mode of
proceeding already detailed. L ‘ ‘ ,

- Suits of Damage by Beating or Assault on the High Sea.

In these cases the suit is by plea and proof, and the warrant is neéessarily
against the person. ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

Prosecutions for contempt in breach of the Maritime Law, and of the Regulations and
Instructions relating to His Majesty’s Service at Sea.

These prosecutions can only be instituted on complaint by an Officer in His.
- Majesty’s Nayy, and under the directions of the Lord High Admiral or the Com-
missioncrs, for executing the office of Lord High Admiral of the United Kingdom, -
or of some one of the Admirals or Commanders in Chicf of the naval squadrons.
abroad, and are to be conducted in the following manner :— L

An affidavit¥* of two persons is to be exhibited by the Proctor for the Crown, -
stating the name and description of the party intended to be proceeded against,
and detailing the particulars of the offence committed, which affidavit, with a short -
case, is to be delivered to the Advocate for the Crown to move the Judge to decree "
the warrant of arrest, who in making the decree, is to specify the amount of the bail .
to be given as he shall consider sufficient to ensure the personal appearance of the
party prosccuted when judgment shall be pronounced. This amount is to be stated
in the Action Book and on the face of the warrant. The Marshal is then to execute’
the warrant by the arrest of the person of the offender, who is to be liberated on’
giving sufficient bail, which is to be taken in the usual manner.

On the appearance bein% given, the Proctor for the Crown  is to be assigned
to exhibit articles pleading the offence within a short time to be specified by the
Judge. o
gThese articles are to be prepared by the Proctor for the Crown, and may be
settled by Counsel, and the cause is then to proceed like other suits, by plea’and

proof, with the following exceptions : ,
1s¢. On the articles or plea being admitted to proof, the defendant must be
-assigned to declare in act of Court, within a reasonable time, generally whether he |
denies the facts pleaded, which is termed giving a negative issue, or whether he’
confesses them, which is termed giving an affirmative issue. o
2ndly. In case of an affirmative issue, the Judgment of the Court may be"
immediately pronounced, on which occasion the defendent is to be allowed to
-exhibit affidavits in mitigation of punishment, but not to deny the offerice charged.:
8rdly. Extended personal answers in writing to the different positions o
_averments of the articles cannot be required from the defendant. ,
* 4thly. Where a negative issue is given the defendant may be at liberty to off
‘s defensive plea. ‘ ' ‘ o
After the evidence is taken, if the Judge shall decide that the charge is estabs:
 lished, he will proceed to give sentence, imposing the fines due by law on the
defendant and condemning him in the costs. In very aggravated casesthe defendant.
may also be imprisoned for a limited time. Affidavits in mitigation may be offe
and are to be received when tke offence has been proved by evidence. =

‘ § 19. Suits for Salvage. | ,
The ordinary course of proceeding is by act on petition, but in cases wheré 1 ‘

* See Aﬁidavjt, No. 150  See Form, No. 151,
20 ,
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sppearance is given these suits may be prosecuted by default or i penam, The = '
property must on no account be released from arrest until a' value shall be agreed.
upon between the parties and alleged in minute,* of Court, which is to be entered
by the Registrar in the Assignation Book. : S

If the value cannot be agreed upon, a decreef of appraisement must be
extracted by the Proctor for the salvors, and executed and returned into Céurt
before the property is released. This constat of the value is necessary both for.
regulating the amount of bail to be taken, and for guiding the Judge at the final
hearing in fixing a proper remuneration for the services of the salvors, with reference .
to the value of the property saved. L

: § 20. Cuauses of Possession.

These causes are to commence by the entry of an ‘action at the suit of the
owners or owner of a majority of interest in the ship, and a warrant is to be issued
to obtain possession thereof from any party who may withhold the same. No -
amount of action need be inserted in the Action Book or on the face of the warrant. -
An Affidavit } of the party proceeding is to be prepared by the Proctor, and-
laid before Counscl, with a short case stating the circumstances, in order to.move
for the warrant, which can be obtained only on motion of Counsel, The affidavit
need not previously, as in other cases, be left in the Registry. On this occasion the
Judge or Surrogate is to be attended by the Proctor, Counsel, and Registrar ; and
the Judge on reading the affidavit, if it be satisfactory, will, on motion of Counsel,.§
decree the warrant citing all persons in general to appear and answer to the party -
roceeding in a cause of Il){osscssion. The warrant having been served on the ship,
1s to be returned into the Registry, and if no appearance be given within a month
from such return, the Judge, if satisfied that the party procecding has a majoritfyz of
the legal interest, is, on the affidavit originally brought in or on further proofs, if
necessary, being exhibited on motion of Counsel on the next regularly adjourned
Court-day, by interlocutory deerce to order possession of the ship to be delivered
to the party procecding, or if necessary assign a further limited time for entering -
an appearance, and on any subsequent regularly adjourned Court-day in like manner. "
pronounce his decree, which is issued by the Registrar from the Registry. || , ‘
‘Should ‘any party appear to contest the right of possession, the cause is to . .-
proceed by act on petition and affidavits, the ship remaining in the custody of the -
Court until the final hearing, because the object of the suit which is to obtain actual .
possession of the property cannot otherwise be secured.
Upon an interlocutory decree being pronounced in favor of either party, a
‘decree of possession is to be issued accordingly. Ry
‘ During the dependence of the suit on proof by affidavit being exhibited that. - .
the ship’s ﬁegister is in the possession of any person whomsoever, a monitionT may ..
be issued requiring him to bring it in, or shew cause why it should not be brought °
into the Registry to abide the event of the suit. Or after the hearing, should 'the. .
ship’s Register remain in the possession of any person, the' Judge may on proof .*
thereof issue a monition ** directing him to deliver up the same to the partyin. '
whose favor the decree has been made. SRR
Causes of possession may also be conducted by plea and proof at the option of .
either party. ‘ S
‘ § 21, Action to obtuin Security for the safe Return of o Vessel. ‘
Actions of this description occur when a part owner is dissatisfied with the. .-
management of 'his co-owners, and requires the ship to be restrained from proceed-. ' .
ing on a voyage until bail shall be given for her safe return to the port to which she. . :;

. '

oy

belonigs. ‘
* See Mioute, No, 152 [ See Form, No, 156. e
t See Decree, No. 153, 9 See Form, No. 157. ‘ L

See Form, No. 154, #* See Form, No. 158,
See Minute, No. 166.
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An affidavit * of the party is first to be made setting forth the number of shares
of which he is the legal owner, that he is dissatisfied with the management of the
ship, and is desirous of obtaining bail for her safe return to the port to which she -
belongs, to the amount of the value of his shares, which value is to be stated in the
affidavit. And upon this affidavit, which nced not previously be left in the Registry,
the Judge or Surrogate in chambers is to be moved by Counsel to issue the warrant
of arrest. 1 ‘ ) ‘ o

The action should be entered in the amonnt of the value of the shares of the
party proceeding, and in a further moderate sum to cover the costs; and on bail §
being given, the vessel is to be released and allowed to procecd on her voyage.

“In case of the partics differing as to the value of the vessel, she must be
appraised under the authority of the Court; and the actual value of the shares of
‘the party proceeding at the period of giving Dbail, whether the ship be appraised or
not, is the amount to be recovered in case the bond shall ultimately be pronounced
to be forfeited. , .

The costs of the drrest arc to be borne by the party proceeding; and the costs
of giving bail by the defendant, unless the Judge shall sce cause to order otherwise.-

"In the event of the loss of the vessel before her return to the port to which she
belongs, (until which titnc the bail bond remains in foree,) the party principle and -
his surctics may be called on by monition § to shew cause why they should not.
bring in the amount of their recognizances, in order to abide the judgment of the
Court, To obtain this monition an affidavit must be exhibited, shewing that the’
.bond has become forfeited, and it must be moved for by Counsel before the Judge
or Surrogate, 'The monition when obtained requires personal service e

Should an appearance be given and the suit be contested, the Proctor of the-
%arty proceeding is to be assigned to deliver an act on petition to the adverse

roctor, and the cause is then to take the same course as other cases conducted by
act on petition. '
§ 22. Derelict Cases, '
~ Incases of derelict the action is to be entered and the warrant extracted by
the Proctor for the Admiralty, without any amount of action being stated in the
Action Book or on the warrant, and no affidavit is nceessary to obtain the warrant,
which, when issued, is to be served by affixing it for a short time on the ship or
goods found derclict, and by leaving thereon affixed a true copy thercof. The
warrant is then to be returned by the Proctor into the Registry, . :

After the lapse of three months from the return of the warrant, (the property
remaining in the custody of the Court,) the Judge, on the next regularly ac]{journed ‘
Court-day, at the petition of the Proctor, and on his allegation || m Court that the
warrant has been returned upwards of three wnonths, and that no appcarance has
been given, is to decree a monition ¥ to issue, calling upon all persons to "appear,
and shew cause why the property should not be condemued, at the expiration ofia.,
year and a day from the return of the warrant, as droits and perquisites of His'.
" Majesty in his office of Admiralty. The monition is to be made returnable at three: -
months after its date, and is to be served by affixing the origival for a short time:
either on the Court House or on the Exchange, or place of common resort of mer-.
chants, or as the usage of the colony or settlement may be, and by leaving thereop:.
affixed a true copy thereof. The objeet of this gencral service is to give the utmost;

ublicity, so that the contents of the monition may be most likely to reach the.
Enowiodgc of all purtics interested.  After this serviee, the monition is to be returné
into the Registry, with a certificate of scrvice indorsed thereon. N

“If the property be in a perishable condition, and the Judge be satisfied by affiz

davit at any period after the arrest that it would be for the benefit of all partiés:

#* See Form, No. 159. ‘ § Sce Torm, No. 162.
} Sce Minute, No. 160. o I Sce Minute, No. 163,
t See Form of Bund, No, 181 ® See Mouition, No. 164,
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interested therein that the same should be forthwith sold, it may be appraised and
sold under the direction and authority of the Court, and the proceeds paid into the
Registry. o C o

~ At the expiration of a year and a day from the return of the warrant, if no
claim or appearance be given for the owners, the Judge, on the next regularly ad-
journed Court-day, is to proceed to condemn by sentence the property as droits and
perquisites of His Majesty in his office of Admiralty, The sentence¥. is to be pre-
pared by the Proctor, who is to make a fair copy thereof for the Judge’s signature,
which is to be signed in Court in presence of tge Registrar, and a certificatet is to -
be added by the Registrar on the sentence, and a minute made in the Assignation
Book of the same having been so signed. ‘

The owner of property proceeded against as derelict, may appear at any time |
before the termination of the cause, and claim the same without being liable to any
fees of contrimacy incurred prior to their appearance. The claim, with an affidavit }
in verification thereof, is to be drawn by the Proctor, and should set forth the name,
residence, and occupation. of the owner, the title of the party to, and the identity. of |
the ship or goods claimed. Documents or exhibits in support of the affidavit ma
be annexed thereto.  When the claim and affidavit have been settled by Counsel,
the Proctor is to attend his party before the Judge or Surrogate, to be sworn to the
same in the presence of the Registrar, and the Judge will then assign to hear on
admission thercof on the next Court-day, or at any other time to be by him fixed,
of which notice is to be given to the parties A copy of the affidavit and claim is to
be given to the Proctor for the Crown, and if the Counsel for the Crown be satisfied
that the party claiming is entitled to restitution of the property, he is to consent to
the same being restored, which on motion of Counsel § before the Judge may be
immediately done on payment of the salvage, and the cxpenses on behalf of the.
Crown. The instrument of restitution || is to be prepared by the Registrar, and.
extracted from the Registry by the Proctor for the claimant. The interests of sal-
vors are always to be protected, and to this end, if restitution be consented to, and.
if salvage has not been previously paid, bail T to our Sovereign Lord the King, in
his office of Admiralty, in a sum sufficient to answer salvage, must be given by two
persons on behalf of the owners before the instrument of restitution is to be issued.

If the title to the property is contested, the cause must come on to be.heard in
Court ; a case and papers being delivered to Counsel as in other contested causes..

§ 27, Prosecutions for breach of the Revenue or Nuvigation Laws. ‘
An affidavit** is to be made by the scizer, détailing the grounds of the sei-
zare and the circumstances attending the same, to which, in the case of a vessel
being seized, is to be annexed all original papers that have been delivered up at the
time of scizure, and which must be verified in the affidavit.  Or if the ship’s papers.
have been concealed, thrown overboard, or destroyed, the fact of such concealment '
or destruction should be stated in the affidavit. C .
The affidavit T is to be exhibited to the Judge or Surrogate, who is to decree
a ionition I} to issue, returhable fourteen days after service, citing by name the .
owhers or persons implicated (if known) in special, and all others in general, to
appear and shew cause why the forfeiture should not be decreed, and the penalties: -
duc by law pronounced for; but where the parties are not known the monition
must only cite all persons in general. ‘ Lo R
When the monition specifics the names of the parties cited, it must be person--
ally scrved on them like other instruments requiring personal service, and must also,
like other monitions where the names of partics are not mentioned, be served on the:

¥ See Scontence, No. 165, ‘ I See Form of Bend, No. 170. -+ + )
+ See Minute, No, 166, ‘ * See Forms, Nos. 203 and 204, ‘ I
See Forms, Nos. 167 and 168. 1 See Minutes decreeing same, Nos, 205 and\207. | *

4 See Forms of Interlocutories, No, 128.to 180, 11 See Monitions; Nos, 208 and 211 - * -
{ See Form, No. 159, S
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Exchange or Court-house, or other public place, as before directed respecting instra-
ments requiring service against all persons in general. R
The monition having been served and no appearance being given, the Judge is
to proceed by interlocutory decree to condemn the‘pro(slerty ; but such condemna-.
tion is not to take place on any other than a regularly adjourned Court-day, and not' |
until the expiration of fourteen days from the return of the monition, and if it has
‘been personally served, the Judge may, without requiring any further evidence than
the afgdavit to lead the monition, pronounce for the penalties duc by law.’ ‘

If a personal scrvice .of the monition canuot be effected by reason that the
ersons named therein have purposely absented themselves to avoid the service, the
udge may pronounce a similar decree ; but if he has reason to believe that the per-

sons named in the monition are bond fide ignorant thereof, he is to reserve his judg-

ment so far as relates to the penalties sued for, and also as to the property, should

+ any doubt arise upon the evidence. Co ST

1In the casc of a monition citing all persons in general, and not describing any
person by name, no penalties can be pronounced for, but if the persons by whom .

the offence was committed shall afterwards be discovered, a subsequent monition
may be issued in the same suit against him or them for the recovery of the penalties. -

* In order to move for the interlocutory decrec,* a case, with a copy of the affi-
davit, must be delivered to Counsel.

A claim may be given on behalf of the owners at any time before the interlo-
cutory decrec, and the claimant may, if he think fit, require the seizer to fyle an
information or libel, to which the claimant may give in a responsive plea or allega-
tion, dand the case will then proceed by plea and proof in the manner before men-

 tioned. : : :

" To the claim must be annexed an affidavit, containing the names, descriptions,
and residence of the owners, and a detail of all the circumstances on which the
claimant means to rcly as the grounds of his defence. ‘ ‘

The claim and affidavit§ are to be prepared and given in as directed in dere-
lict cases; but in compliance with the Act 6 Geo. IV., cap. 114, sec. 62, security

“must be given on behalf of the claimant in the sum of £60 sterling, t to answes
costs before