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driginal Poctry. inean adult posterity only ! (Edwards on Baptism.)

STANZAS.

T'ird sum of fxith appears in sight,
‘Asd bigh ia heaven, tho' dimly, glows :
And holy light,
From glery's height
Beyond its gladdening orbit, throws
A dsy upon the realms of night,
That never more shall close.

O, I am saved by wondrous might !
The murky rill translucent lows !
The Ethiop white,
Ia loQtiest fight
And energy, fiods vast repose !
(lory to God—eternal blight
Shrinks from the leaves of Sharon's Roee |

Glory to God om high ! the fight]
Me won, who now the crown bestows—
Jesus ! how bright
A namb to write !
Jesus hath vanquish'd all my fves :
Glery 10 God on high ! delight
Streamss ia the channel of my woes !
; . ? oA d. Withlaneon,
b ¢
Eheological. 3

T[iE NATURE, SUBJECTS, AND MODE OF
CHRISTIAN BAPTISM.

(Continued from page 343.)

"« How idle a thing is it, in a Baptist, to come with
a lexicon in his hand to inform us that children means
posterity ! Certainly it does, and so includes the
youngest iufants.

“ But the Baptists will have it that children, in this
place, meaus only adull posterity. And if so, the
Jews to whom be spoke, unless they understood St.
Peter in a way in which it was norally impossible
they should, would infallibly have understood him
wrong. Certainly, al men, when acting freely, will
understand words in that way which is most familiar
to them ; and nothing could be more so to the Jews
than to understand such a speech as St. Peter’s to
mean adults and infants.

‘“ We should more certiinly come to the truth, if,
instead of idly criticising, we could fancy ourselves
Jews, and in the habit of circumcising infants, and
recciving them into the church ; and then could we
inagine one of our own nation and religion to address
us in the very language of Peter in the text, ¢ The
Promise is to you and to your children ;’ let us ask

ourselves whether we could over suppose him to

{

To this we inay add that St. Paul calls the children
of believers Aoly, separated to God, and alinidit;"
therefore iu a peculiar relation to him, 1 Cor, vii. 14;
a mode of specch which would also have been wholly
unintelligible, at least to a Jew, unless by some rito
of Christianity children were made sharers in its
covenanted mercies.

The practice of the Jews, and the very language of
the Apostles, sv naturally leading therefore to a mis-
understanding of this sacrament, if infant baptism be
not a Christian rite, and that in respect of its subjects
themgelves, it was the more necessary that soine no-
tice of the exclusion of infants from the Christiau
covenant should have been given by way of guard.
And, as we find no intimation of this prohibitory kind,
we may confidently conclude that it was never the
design of Christ to restrict this ordinance to adulis
only.

8. Infant children are declared by Christ to be mem-
bess of kis cherch. '

That they were made membors of God’s clerch in
the family of Abraham, and among the Jews, cannot
be denied. They were made so by circumcision,
which was not that carnal and merely political rite
which many Baptist writers in contradiction to the
Scriptures make it, but was, as we have seen, the
seal of a spiritual covenant, comprehending engage-
ments to bestow the remission of sins and all its con-
sequent blessings in this lifc, and, in another, tha
heavenly Canaan. Among these Dl¢ssings was that
special relation which consisted in becoming a visible
and peculiar people of God, his cnoacn. This was
contgined! in the engagement of the covenant, ¢ | will
be to them a God, and they shall be to me a peo-
ple ;» a promise which, however connccted with
temporal advantages, was, in its highest and most em-
phatic sense, wholly spiritual. Circumeision was,
therefore, a religious and not a merg political rite, be-
cause the covenant, of which it was the scal, was in
its most ample sense spiritual. If therefure we hadl
no direct authority from the words of Christ to declare
the infant ehildren of believers competent to beconie
the members of his chureh, the two circuristances,—
that the church.of God, which has always been onc
church in all ages, and into which the Gentiles are
now introduced, formerly admitted infants to mem-
bership by circumcision,—and that the mode ofinitia-
tion into it only has been changed, and not the sub-
jects, (of which we bave no intimation,) would them-

sclves prove that baptism admits ioto the Christian
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church, both believing parents aud their chilidrey, as ‘
circumecision admitted both. The same church re-

mains ; for * the olive tree’’ is not destroyed ; the

natural branches only are broken off,nnd the Gentiles

grafted in, and ¢ partake of the root and fatness of

the olive tree,” thit ia, of all the spiritual blessings

heretofore enjoved by the Jews, in consequence of

their relation to God as his church.  But nmong these

spiritual privileges and blessings was the right of |
placing their chillren in covennnt with God 5 tha
membership of the Jews eampreneadad both children
and adults ; and the grafting in of the Geutiles, w0 as
to partake of the same ‘  root and futne<s,” will there-
fore include a right to put their chillren also into
the coventnt, so that they .s well as a:dulrs may be-
come members of Christ’s church, have God to be
 their God,” and be acknowledgzed by him, in the
special sense of the terins of the covenant, to be his
“ people.”

But we have our Lord’s direct testimony on this
point, anl that in two remarkable passages, Luke ix.
47, 45 : ““And Jesns took a child and set himm by him,
and he s4id unto thein, whosoever shall receive this
chil'l in my name receeiveth me 3 and whosoever shall
receive me, receiveth him that sent me ; for he that
is lenst among you all the same shall be great.” We
grant that this is an instunce of teaching by parabolic
action. The intention of Christ was to impress the
necessity of humility nnd teachableness upon his dis-
ciples, and 11 ufford a promise to those who should
receive them in his name of that special grace which
was implied, in receiving himself.  Bat, then, was
there not a correspondence of circumstances between
the ehild taken by Jesus in his arms, and the disciple
compared to this child, there would be no force, no
propriety in the action,und the same truth might have
been as furcibly stated without any action of this kind
at all. Let then these correspondences be remarked
in order to estimate the amount of their meaning.
The humility and docility of the true disciple cor-
responded with the same dispositions in a young
chitd ; and the * receiving a disciple in the name” of
Christ corresponds with the receiving of a child in the
name of Christ, which can only mean the receiving of
each with kindness, on account of areligious relution
between each and Christ, which religious relation
can ouly be well interpreted of a church relation.
'This is further confirmed by the next point of corres-
pondence, the identily of Christ both with the disci-
ple and the child. ¢ Whosoever shall receive this
chiid in my name, receiveth me ;* but such an ide nti-
ty of Christ with his disciples stands wholly upon their
relatiou to himn as members of his mystical ‘¢ body,
the church.” [t is in this respect only that they are
““ one with him ;> and there cun be no identity of
Christ with *“little children® but by virtue of the snme
‘relation, that is, es they ure members of his mysticul
body, the church ; of which membership Laptism is
now, as membership was then, the initiatory rite.
;Tbat was the relation in which the very child he then
‘took up in his arms stood to him by virtue of its cir-

church ; but, as he is speaking of the distiples as thy®

future tecchers o L's pertected covenant, and thelr
reception in his name under that character, he manj~
festly glances at the church relationship of children vy
him to be established by the baptism to be instituted
in his perfect dispensation.

This is, however, expressed still more explicitly ia

' Mark x. 14 : * But when Jesus saw it he was moeh

displeased, and said unto them, suffer the litle chif-
dren to come unto me, and forbid them not ; for of
such is the kingdom of Gud :—and he took them dp
in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed
them.” Here the children spoken of are * little chif-
dren,” of so tender an age that our Lord * togk
them up in his arms.” The purpose for which they
were brought, was not, as some of the Baptist writerg
would suggest, that Christ shoulidl heal thewn of dis-
eases ; fuor though St. Mark says, ¢ They brought
young children to Christ that he might loucA them,”
this he explained by St. Matthew, who says, * that
he should put his handz upon them and pray ;” and
even in the statemeut of St. Mark x. 16, it is not said
that our Lord healed them, but, ‘¢ put his bands upon
themn, and blessed them ;» which clearly enough
shows that this was the purpose tor which they were
brought hy their parents to Christ. Nor is there s}
evidence that it was the practice among the Jews for
common unofficial persous to put their hands upea
the heads of those for whom they prayed. The pa-
rents here appear to bave been among those whe be-
lieved Christ 10 be a Prophet, *“ that Prephet," ot
the Mensias ; and on that occasion earnestly desited
his prayers for their children, and his official blessing
upon them. That official blessing,—the blessing
which he was authorized and empowered to bestow
by virtue of his Messinhship,—he was so ready, we
might say so anxious, to bestow upon them, that be
was * much displeased” with his disciples who * re-
huked them tiat brought them,” and gave a command
which was to be in force in all future time, * Suffer
the little children to come unto me,” in order tore
ceive my officinl blessing; ““for of such is the kingdom
of God.” The first evasive ciriticism of the Baptist
writers is, that the phrase *‘ of such,” means of sech
like, that is of adults being of a childlike disposition ;
a criticism which takes away all meaning from !?
words of our Lord. For what kind of reason was it
to offer for permitting children to come to Christ t0
receive his blessing, that persons, nnt children, but
who were of a childlike disposition, were the suhjects
of the kingdom of God ? ‘T'he nbsurdity of this is its
own refutation, since the reason for children beimg
permitted to come must be found in themselves, sod
notin others. ‘I he second attempt to evade the .‘."-
ment from this passage, is to understand ¢ the king-
dom of God,” or ** kingdomn of heaven,” as St. Mat-
thew has it, exclusively of the heavenly state. We
gladly admit, in opposition to the Calvinistic Bll?""
that all children dying before actual sin 00""“'“’4
are admitted into heaven through the merits of Cbrist;
but for this very reison it follows that infants are

‘eimclsion ; it was u member of the old Testamen

proper subjeets to-be introduced into the church oo
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earth. The phrases, ‘‘the kingdom of God,” and “the
kingdown of heaven,” are, however, more frequently

used by our Lord to denote the church ip this prc.— ;
sent world, than in its state of glory ; and.since all
the children brought to Christ to receive bis blessing
were not likely to dinin .uir mtaney, it could not he !
aflirmed that ¢ of such i+ ) hirgdom of heaven,” if |
that be understood to mean he s ate of future llﬂnpi-
mess exclusively.  Aschildron ﬂn‘y micht be all mem-
hers of the church on earth ; but not ull as chaldren, '
members of the church in heaven, secing they '
might live to become adult, and be cast awny. ) 'I‘hu's
therefore, if children areexpressly declured to be
members of Christ’s church, then are they proper
subjects of baptism, which is the iitiatory rite into
every portion of that church which is visible,

But let this case be more particularly considered.

‘Take it that by * the kingdom of God,” or ** of
heaven,” our Lord means the glorified state of his
church ; it must be granted that none cau enter iuto
heaven who are not redeened by Christ, and who do
not stand in a vital relation to Limn as members of his
mystical body, or otherwise we should place human
and fallen beings in that heavenly state who are un-
connected with Christ as their Redeemer, and un-
¢leanszed by him as the Sanctificr of his redecned.
Now this relation must exist on earth hefore it can
exist in heaven ; or else we assizn the work of sanc-
tfying the fullen.nature of man to a future siate,
which is contrary to the Scriptures. If infants, there-
fore, arc thus redeemed and sanctificd in their nature,
and are befyre death made *¢ meet for the inheritunce
of tha waints in light ,** so that in this world they are
placed in the saine relation to Christ s an adult he-
liever, who derives sanctifying influence fro:n him,
they are thercfore the members of his church,—they
partake the grace of the covenant, and nre compre-
hended in that promise of the eovenant, ¢ I will Le to
thein a God, and they will be to e a people.” In
other words they are made mewmbers of Christ's
church, and are entitled to be recognized as such by
the administration of the visible sign of initintion into
somze visible branch ofit. It it be a<ked, ** O1 what
import ther is baptism to children, it as infunts they
alrcady stand in a favourable relation to Christ 7
the answer iq, that it is of the same import as eircun -
cision was to Abraham, which w3 “ ascal of the
richteousness of the {iith which e had yet beinz ua-
circumcisesd it comtirmed all the promnises ot the
covenant of grace to him, and male the church of
Gol visible to men It is of the same import as bap-
tisin to the eunuch who bad faith already, and a wil-
lingness to subiit to the rite before it was admiuis-
tered to hisn He stood at that moment in the condition,

not of a eandidale for introduction into the church,
but of un acecpled caudidate; he was virtually a mem-
ber, although not formally so, and his baptism was
not merely a sign of his faith, but a eanfirming sizn
of Gol’s covenant relation to him as a purdoned and
accepted man, and pgave him a se'curity tor the con-
tinuance and iucrease of the grace of the covenant, as
ke was prepared to reccive it. In like manner, in the

casc of all truly believing adults applying for baptiem,
their relation 1o Christ is not that of mere candidates

| for membership-with his chureh, but that o accepled
~enndidates, standing already in a vital relation to him, .

hut ubout to receive the seal wihich was to confirm
that erace, and its increase in the ordinance itselt,
andin datore time. Thus this p-erious relation of
infants to Ciiist, as aceepted by b, is an argument

Cfor their baptism, not against it, sceing it is by that

thay are visibly recognized as the tonmal wmembers of
his chiarch, and have the full grace of the covenant
coniirmed and sealel to them, with increase of grace
as they are fited to receive ir, boside the advantage of
visible connection with the church, and ot thutobliga-
don which is taken upon themselves by their purents
to traio thcm up in the nurture and adimomtivn of the
Loril.

In both views, then, * of such is the kingdom of
Gol,"—members of his church on carth, and of hie
citnreh in heaven, if they die in intancy, tor the one is
necessari!y involved in the otier.  Nou one caw be of
the kingilom of God in heaven who does not stanil in
a vital sanctifying relition to Corist as the head of
his mystical body, the church on carth ; and no vne
can be of the kingdom of God on earth, a member of
his true church, and die in that relation, without en-
tering that state of glory to which his adoption on
earth makes him an heir through Curist.

4. ‘The argument from apostolic practice next of-
fers isell.  ‘I'bat practice was to baptize the houses
of them that believed.

The impugners of Ciristian baptiam are pleased 0
arsue wuch from the absence of’ all express mention
of the baptism of infants in the New ‘Festament. Thie
ho vever is vansily accounted for, when it is constered

.that if, us we buve proved, haptism has taken the

place of circumcision, the biptism of wliuis was 80
much a matter of course as to call for no remmrk,
‘The argument from silence on this subject is vne
which least of all the Biptists ought to dwell upon,
aince, as we have scen, if it had been intended to ege
clude chil lrea from the privilege of beiny placed in
covenant with God, which privileze they unquestionses
LIy enjoy unler the Old Festament.this extraordinary
alteration, which could not but produce remark, re-
quired to be prrticularly po ed, Loth to account for it
to the mind of nn affectionnte Jewish parent, and to
ghaml against that mistake into which we rhall .juu
now show Christians tvamn the eackest ti nes fell, since
they administered baptisin to infinta,  Tomay Larihier
be -u‘.).ien‘wl tht, as to the Acts of the Aposiles, the
events narrited there did not rejuire the express
mention of the baptis n ol lants, us an act seprale
from the baptisn of alulte. That which called fog
the adaminictration of baptism at that period, noiow,
when: the Gospel 19 l-rc.u‘heul 4 heathen lan t, was
the bel:eving ot adult persons, not the caze of persons
already believing brinring their cluldren I'«‘»r baptisin.
On the suppesition that baptisin was admimi=tered to
e children of the parents who thus believed, ut lh'e
same timne as themseives, and in consequence of their

believing, it nay be askcd bow ihe fact could be moge
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‘uamrglly expressed, when it was intended to speak of
infast baptistn doclrinally or distinctly, than that
such a one was baptized, ¢ and all his Aouse ;** just
a3 a similar fact would be recorded by a modern mis-.
sionary writing to a church at home practising infant
baptism, und having no controversy on the subject in
his eye, by saying that he baptized such a heathen, at
such a plage, with all his family. For, without going
into any criticism on the Greek term rendered house,
it cannot be denicd that, like the old English word
employed in our translation, and also like the word
Sfamily, it must be understood to comprehend either
the children only, to the exclusion of the domestics,
or both.

If we take the instances of the baptism of whole
‘“ houses,” as recorded in the Acts of the Apostles,
they must be understood as marking the common mode
of proceeding among the first preachers of the Gospel,
when the head or heads of a family believed, or as
insulated and peculiar instances. If the former, which
from what may be called the matter-of-course man-
ner in which the cases are mentioned, is most proba-
ble, then innumerable instances must have occurred of
the baptism of houses or families, just as many in fact
as there were of the conversion of heads of families
in the apostolie age. That the majority of these houses
must have included infant children i3 therefore cer-
tain, and it follows that the Apostles practised infant
baptism.

But let the cases of the baptism of houses just men-
tioned in the New Testament be put in the most fa-
vourable light for the purpose of the Baptists ; that
is, let them be corsidered as insulated aad peculiar,and
not instances of apostolic procedure in all cases where
the heads of families were converted to the faith,
still the Baptist is obliged to assume that neither in
the house of the Philippian jailer, nor in that of Lydia,
nor in that of Stepbanas, were therc any infants at

_ all, since, if they were, they were comprehended in

the whole houses which were baptized upon the be-
lieving of their respective heads. This at least is imn-
probable, and no intimation of this peculiarity is given
in the history.

The Baptist writers, however, think that they can
prove that all the persons included in these houses
were adults ; and that the ineans of showing this from
the Scriptures is an instance of the ‘“‘care of Providence

- watching over the sacred cause of adult baptism;”

- thus absurdly assuming that even if this point could
be made out, the whole controversy is terminated,
when,in fact this is bat an auxiliary argument of very
inferior importance to those above mentioned. But
Jet us examine their supposed proofs. ¢¢ With respect
to the jailer,” they tell us that ¢ we are expressly as-
sured thut the Apostles spoke the words of the Lord
to all that were in his house ;> which we grant must
principally, although not of necessity, exclusively re-
fer to thove who were of sufficient age to understand
their discourse.  And ‘¢ that he rejoiced, believing in
God with all his house ;’ from which the inference
is, that none but adult hearers, and adult believers,

. - - i
no infant children in the house ; which, as the jaile
appears from his activity to have been a man i’q'&“
vigour of life, and not aged, is at least far fromt‘.‘":
certain. But if it be a proofin this case that theng
were no infant children in the jailer’s family, thati¢fy
said he belived and all his house ; this is not the

infants must be excluded. Fo;, to say nothing of she
houses of Lydia and Stephanas, the nobleman at Qs.
pernaum is said to have believed * and all Ass Aouss,»
John iv. 58 ; so that we are to conclude lhuti”.
were no infant children in his house also, although
his sick son is not said to be his only offspring, ead
that son is called by him a eksld, the diminutive term
being used. Again, Cornelius is said, Acts x.:,,u
be * one that feared God, and all Ass house.” '
children therefore must be excluded from hilfﬂj
also ; and also from that of Crispus, who is said'te
have ‘ believed on the Lord with ell lmhn,g,"
which house appears, from what immmediately foﬂ{p,
to have been baptized. These instances make it mach
more probable that the phrases ¢ fearing God with all
his house,” and ¢ believing with all his houu,'h’fjl-
clude young children under believing adults, whese
religious profession they would follow,ind whesesse-
timents they would imbibe,so that they might be eifle
a Christian family,than that so many houses or. i
should have been constituted only of adult pergens,
to the entire exclusion of children of tender ysars.
In the case of the jailer’s house, however, the Bapti
ai gument manifestly halts ; for it is not said thas they
only to whom the word of the Lord was spoken wire
baptized; nor that they only who “believed® and *“‘re-
joiced” with the jailer were baptized. The sceoust
of the Laptism is given in a separate verse, and i
different pbrase : ‘‘ and he took them the smme
hour of the night, and washed their stripes, and was
baptized, he and all his.house,” all belonging to him,
“ straightway ;” where there is no limitation of the
persons who were baptized to the adults only by
any terms which designate them as persons “;ﬂ'
ing” or ¢ believing.” & »
(To be continued.)
S————
Misccllaneous. ’
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THOUGHTS ON DRESS.
From the Christian Advocate and Journal
(Conlinued from page 350.) .

2. Bur I advise you to imitate them, first, i the
neatness of their apparel. This is highly to be com-
mended, and quite suitable to your Christist calling.
Let all your apparel, therefore, be as clean a8 yout
situation in life will allow. It is certais! il
cannot be as clean as they would,-as having s
change of raiment. But let even these be as ckall.'
they can, as care and diligence can kee;l)”tbem. 1
deed, they have particular need so to be ; whi!
cleanliness is one great branch of frugslity. )
likewise more conducive to bealth than gﬂ’::!z
considered. Let the poor, then, e.lpﬂﬂ‘"’:. A
be clean, and provoke those of higher ran toJes
lousy. .

S.y { advise you to imitate them, secondly, in the

were iu this case baptized. [f so, then there could be

plainness of their apparel. In this are implied 190

believing family mentioned in_Scripture from which °
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things : (1.) That your apparel be cheap, not ex-
pensive ; (ar cheaper than others in your circum-
stanc€s wear, or than they would wear if you knew
not God. (‘.!.)' That to be grave, not gay, airy, or
showy ; not in the point of the fashion. And these
easy rules may be applied hoth to the materials where-
of it is made, and the manner wherein it is made or
put on. ,

4. Would you have a farther rule with respect 1o
body ? Then take one which you may always carry
in your bosom : ‘ Do every thing herein with a sin-
gle eye ;”’ and this will direct you in every circum-
stance. Let a single inteution to please God pre-
scribe both what clothing you shall buy, and the
manner wherein it shall be made, and how you shall
put on and wear it. To express the same thing in
other words : let all you do, in this respect, be so
done that you may offer it to God, a sacrifice accep-
table through Jesus Christ ; so that consequently it
may increase your reward and brighten your crown
in heaven. And so it will do if it be agrecable to
Christian humility, seriousness, and charity.

5. Shall I be more particular still # Then [ ¢ ex-
hort all those who desire me to watch over their
souls,” wear no gold, (whatever officers of state may
do, or magistrates, as the ensign of their office,) no
pearls, no precious stones; use no curling of hair,
or costly apparel how grave soever. I advise those
who are able to receive this saying, Buy no velvets,
no silks, no fine linen, no superfluities, no mere or-
naments, though ever so inuch in fashion. Wear
nothing, though you have it already, which is of"a
glaring color, or which is in any kind gay, glistering,
or showy ; nothing made in the very height of the
fashion, nothing apt to attract the eyes of the by-
standers. [do not aldvise women to wear rings, ear-
Tings, necklaces, laces, (of whatever kind or color,)
or ruffles, which, by little and little, may easily shoot
out from one to twelve inches deep. Neither do |
advise mnen to wear colored waiscoatn, shining stock-
ings, glittering or costly buckles or buttons, either on
their coats, or on their sleeves, any more than gay,
fashionable, or expensive perukes. It is true, these
are little, very little things, which are not worth de-
fending ; therefore give them up, let them drop,
throw them away without one word, =lse, a little
needle may cause muchpain in your flesh, a litile
self-indulgence much hurt to your soul. ‘

III. 1. For the preceding exhortation [ have the
authority of God in clear and expressive terms : ¢ |
will that women,’’ (and by parity of reason,men too)
«¢ adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shame-
facedness and sobriety ; not with broidered’’ (curled)
“¢ hair, or gold, or pearls,” (one kind of precious
stones which was then most in use, put for all,) * or
costly apparel ; but (which becometh women pro-
fessing godliness) with good works,” 1 Tim. ii. 9, 10.
Again : * Whose adorning let it not be that outward
adorning of plaiting” (curling) *‘ the hair, and of
wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel. But
let it be the ornament of a imeek and quiet spirit,
which is in the sight of God of great price,” 1 Peter
iii. 3, 4. Nothing can be more express ; the wear-
ing of gold, of precious stoncs, and of costly apparel,
together with curling of hair, is here forbidden by
name : nor is there any restriction made, either here,
or in any other Scripture. Whoever, therefore, says,
“ There is no harm in these things,” may as well
say, * There is no barm in stealing or adultrey.”

2. There is something peculiarly observable in the
manner wherein St. Peter and St. Paul speaks of
these things. * Let your adorning,” says St. Peter,
‘¢ be not that nutward adorning; butletit be the orna-
ment of a meek and quiet spirit.”” ‘The latter clause
is not added to fill up the sentence, but with strong
and weighty reason. For there is a direct contra-
riety (as little as we may suspect it) between that

outward, snd this inward, adorning ; and that both
with regard to their source, and with ragard to their
tendency. As to their source, all that uderning
springs from nature ; a meek and quiet spirit, from
grace; the [ormer, from conforming to our own will,
and the will of man ; and the latter, from contormity
to the will of God. And as to their tendency, nothing
more directly tends to destroy meekneee and quiet-
ness of epirit than all that outward adorning, where-
by we seek to coinmend ourselves to men, and not to
God. For this cherishes all those passions and tem-
rers which overthrow the quiet of every soul where-
m they dwell.

8. Let <“them adorn themselves,” saith St. Paul,
‘“not with curling of hair, or with gold, pearls, or
costly apparel ; but (which becometh women pro-
fessing godliness) with good works.” I'he latter
clause is here likewise added for plain and weighty
reasons. For, (1.) That Kind of adorning cannaot
spring from godliness ; from either the love or fear
of God ; from a desire of conforming to his will, or
from the mind which was in Christ Jerue. (2.) It
no way tends to increase godliness ; it is not condu-
cive to any holy temper. But, (3.) It manmifestly
tends to destroy several of the tempers most cssential
to godliness. It has no friendly influence on hu-
mility ; whether we aim at pleasing others or our-
selves hereby. Either in one case or the other, it
will rather increase pride or vanity than lowliness of
heart. It does not at all miuister to the seriousness
which becomes a sinner bora to die. It is utterly in-
consistent with simplicity ; no one uses it merely to
please God. Whoever acts with a single rye, docs
ull things to be seen and approved of God ; and cin
no more dress than he can pray, or give alms, ‘(o
be scen of men.”

4. * 0, but one may be as humble in velvet nnd
embroidery, as another is in sackeloth.” ‘L'rua ; ior
a person may wear a sackcloth, and have no hunilhity
at all. The heart may be filled with pride and vani-
ty, whatever the raiment be. Again : Women under
the yoke of unbelicving parents or husbands, as well
as mcn in office, inay on several occasions, be con;
strained to put on gold or costly apparel ; and in
cases of this kind plain experience shows that the
baleful influence of it is suspended. So that where-
ever it in not our choice, but nur cross, it may consist
with godliness, with a meck and quiet spirit, with
lowliness of heart, with Christian seriousness. But
it is not true that any one can choose this from a sin-
gle eye to please ({od ; or, consequently, without
sustaining great loss as to lowliness and every othicf
Christian temper.

5. But, however this Le, ean you be adorned at the
same time with costly apparel and with good works;;
that is, in the same degree as you might have been,
had you bestowed less eost on your apparel ¢ You
know this is impossible ; the more iyou expend on
the one, the less you have to expend on_lbe other.
Costliness of apparel in svery hranch, is therefore
immediately, directly, inevitably destructive of good
works. You see a brother, for whom Christ died,
ready to perish for want of needful clothing. ‘\ou
would give it him gladly ; but alas, *“1t is cor.an,
whereby he might have been profited.”” [t is ;ven
already, not indeed fur the service of God, not to the
trensury of the temple ; but either tn please the folly
of others, or to feed vanity ov the lust of the ¢y in
yourself. Now, (even suppose these were husontece
tempers, yet) what an unspeakable lass is tns, wit
be really true, that “‘every man shall receive his own
reward to his own labor " if there he indeed a re-
ward in heaven for every work of fuith, for every de-
gree of the labor of love ! o o

IV. 1. Asto the advice subjoincd, it is ensy 10 oh-
serve, that all those smaller things are, in their de-
gree, liable to the sane objections as the gre -+
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theyrsve ¥Ry, showy, pleasing to the eye, the putting
them on Jnes not spring from a single view to please
God. It neither lows from, nor tends to advance a
meek and quiet spirit, It does not arisc from, nor
is amy way promote, real, vital godiiness.

8. And if they are in any wise costly, if they are
purchased with any unnecessary expeuse, they can-
nst but, in proportion to that expense, be destructive
of good works. Of conzequence, they are destruc-
tive of that charity which 13 fed thereby, hardening
our heart against the poor and needy, by inuring us
to shut up our howels of compassion against them.

8. At least, all unnecessary expenses of this kind,
whether amull or great, are senseless and foolish.
‘Fbis we may dely any man living to get over, if he
allows there is another worll. For there is no re-
ward in heaven for laying out your noncy in orna-
ments, or costly apparel ; whereas you mnay have an
eternal reward for whatever vou lay out on earth.

4. Consider this more closely : here are two ways
preposed for laying out such a sum of money. I may
lay it out in expensive apparel for mysell, or in ne-
ceasary clothing for my neighmur. ‘The former will
please my own eye, or that of others ; the latter will
please God. Now suppose there were no more harm
in one than in the other ; in that which pleases man,
than in that which pleases God ; is.there as much
goed in it 7 If they were equally innocent, are they
equally wise ? By the one I gratify the desire of the
eye, and gain a pleasure that perishes in the using ;
by the other, I gain n largershare of those plensures
that are at Gor's right hand for everinore. Dy the
former, [ obtain the applause of men ; by the latter,
the praise of God. In this way I mect with the ad-
miration of fools, ; in that, [ hear from the Judge of
all, ¢ Well done, good and faithful servant ; enter
into the joy of thy Lord.”

5. Brethren, whatever ye are accounterd by men, I
would not have you fools in God’s account. ¢ Walk
ye circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise ;’ not
in those ways which God may possibly forzive, (to
puat things in tho most favourable light,) but in those
things which he will certainly reward. *¢In wick-
edness be ye children” still ; *“ but in understanding
be ye men.” [ want to see a visible body of people
who are standing examples of this wisdom ; patterns
of doing all things, great and simnall, with an eye to.
God and eternity.

V. 1. But we may be assured, the wisdom of the
world will find a great mnny objections to this.
Acnordingly, it is objecred, First, « [f God has given
ds plentiful fortunes, if we are placed in the higher
ranks of life, we must act suitably to our fortune.
We ought to dress according to our rank ; that is, in
gold and costly apparel.” Not to insiat that none of
you are of this rank, [ answer, where.is this written?
Our Savioar once oceasionally sail_** Behold, they

’who wear gorgeous” (splendid) * apparel, are in
kings’ courts ;" but he does not say, they ought to be
even thore ; ile neither enjoins nor countenances it.
And where is this enjoined or allowed by him or any
of bis apostles ? Bring me plain scriptural proof for
your assertion, or [ cannot allow it.

2. ¢« But did not God give express command hy
Moses, that some even among his chosen people
should be adorned in the most exquisite manner with
gold and precious stones, and costly array { In-
deed he did ; he expressly commanded thiz with re-
gard to Aaron and his successors in the high priest-
hood. Buat 1o this I answer, First, this direction
which God guve, with regard to the Jewish high

riest, ean eertainly effect no person in England, un-
ss the Archbishop of Oanterbury ; and I apprehend,
he does not plead the precedent. Secondly, the Jews
and we are under different dispensations. The
glory of the whole Mosaic dispensation was chiefly
visible and external ; whereas the glory of the Chris-

[T

tian dispensation is of an invisible and spiritual ng-
ture. :

8. * But what then are gold and precious sYones
for 2 VWhy have they a place in the Creation P

of things in the creation which | kinow not the uge of:
Waat are crocodiles, lions, tizers, scorpions for 2
\Why have so many poisons a place in the creation ?
Some of them are for medicine : but whatever they
are for, in whatever inanner they may be useful,
they are certainly not to be used iu such a maaner ag:
God has expressly forbidden.

4. *¢ Butif they were not thus adorned, kings and
generals would be despised by their subjects and
aoldiers.””  Supposing they would, that is nothing te
you ; for you are neither kings nor generals. But it ig
alwoluzely certain they would not,if they were nog
despised on other accounts. If they are valiant asd
wise, they will never be despised for the plainness of
their dress. Was ever general or King more esteems

Charles of Sweden ? And it is sure he wore no g

But we need not go so many years hack. Who isthe
prince that is now honored and beloved both by big
subjects and soldiers far beyond any other king o
general in Europe 7 'I'here i3 no need to repeat hig
name. But does he gain his honor and lave hy the'
costliness of his apparel ?  So far from it, be
rarcly uses any other dress than the uniform of bis’
own guards. LI

5. «“ But if all men were to dress like him, how
would tradesmen live #* 1 answer, (1.) God cer<
tainly considered this hefore he gave these com~
mands. And he woull never have given them, bad'
he not seen, that, if they were universally obunul‘y
men in general would live better than they otherwisg™
could : better in this world, as well as that to rome,;
(2.) There is no danger at all that they should be:
universally ohserved. Only a little flock in amy eivi-
lized nation will observe them, till the knowledge of
God covers the earth. (4 ) If those who do rve
them, employ the money they thus save in the most'
excellent manner, then a part of what hefore only’

to feed and clothe and employ many poor that seek’
the kingdom of heaven. 4.) And how will those!
tradesmen themselves live 2 They will live like
men, by honest labor ; most of whom before lived
like swwine, wallowing in all gluttony and sensuslity.

of your countenance ; for it is not this, it is not a re-
gard to trade, or of the goad of the nation, that makes
you disabey God. No ; it is pride, vanity, or some.
other sinful temper, which is the real cause of these

sinful actions.

6. *“ But we cannot carry on our own trade with-
out dressing like other people.”” If you miean only
conforming to those customs of your country that sre
neither gay nor costly, why should you not dress like
other people ? 1 really think you should. Letsn
Englishman dress like other Englishmen, not like &
Turk or a Tartar. Let an English woman dress like
other English women, not like 8 French woman, ora
German. Buf if you mean conformity to them in
what God has forhidden, the answer is ready at hand:
If you cannot carry on your trade without breaking
God’s command, von wmust not carry it on. But
doubt the fact ; I kcow no trade wlnch may not be
carried on by one who uses plain and modest apparel.
I fear, therefore, this too is but a copy of your
countenance ; you love these things, and therefors
think them necessary. - Your heusrt corries away
your judgment ; if you were not fond of them, you
would dreain of their necessity.

7. In one single case these things may be necessa-.

ry, that is, unavoidable; namely, that of women

What if I'say I cannottell? There are ubundanes.

ed or beloved by his subjects and soldiers than Km"?

or Enslly apparel, not so much as a common officer; -

served to fat a few rich tradesmen for hell,will suffice: -

But, (5.) .This is all mere trifling. It is only a copy
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are under the yoke ot self-willed unreasonable hus-
bands or parents.  Such may be constr.ined todo, in
aome doree, what oiterwi-e they would not,  And |
they are blameless herein, it (1.) "Piey use all pos- ;
sible means, arguments, entreaties, 1o be eacused
from it ; and, when they cannot prevail, (2.\ Do it !
just =0 far us they are constrained, and o turther,

VL. 1. And now brethiren, what remins but that 1 |
besecch you who are not under the yoke, who ate |
under God, the directors of your own actions, to set !
prejudice, ohstinacy, fashion aside, and to yield to
Scripture, to reason, to truth.  Suppose, as some af-
firm,you acted on-n higher totives than to pleaseane
heretn, | know not that yoa would have need to be
ashamed ; even this you might avow in the fice of !
the sun. You owe something to me ; perhaps it is
not my fault i you awe not yvour own souls also.” If
then you did an inditferent thing only on this princi-
ple, not to give me any unc.asiness, but to oblige, to
comtort me in my tabor, would you do much amiss ?
How much more may you be excused in doing what
I advise, when truth, reason, and Scripture advise
the same ? when the thing in question is not an in-
different thing, but clearly determined by God him-
self ?

2. Some years ago, when 1 first landed at Savan-
pab, in Georgia, a gentlewoman told me, *¢ 1 assure
you, Sir, you will see as well dressed a congregation
on Sunday as most you have seen in London.” |1
did 80 ; nnd soon after, tovk occasion to expound
those scriptures which relate to dress, and to press
them freely upon the nudience, in a plain and close
application. All the time that I afterward minister-
ed at Savannah, | saw neither gold in the church nor
costly appar€l, but the conzregation in generul was
almost coanstantly clothed in plaia clean linen, or
woollen.

8. And why should not my advice, grounded on
Scripture and reason, weigh with you as much as
with them ? I will tell you why : (1.) You are sur-
rounded with saints of the world, persv:s fushionably,
reputably religious. And these are constant oppo-
sers of all who would go fyrther in religion than
themselves. These are continually waruing you
aguinst running into extremnes, and striving to beguile

ou from the simplicity of the Gospel.  (2.) You
g;nve near you still more dangcrous encmies than
these, Aantinomians, whether German or Knglish ;
who, when any Christian practice is enforced come
in with the cuckoo’s note, * The law, the law ! and,
while they themselves glory iu their shame, ninke
you ashamed of what should he your glory. (8.) You
have suffered by fulse teachers of our own, who un-
dermined the doctrine you had received ; negatively,
in public, by nut insisting upon it, by not exhorting
you to dress as persons professing godliness ; (and
not to speak for a Christian daty i<, in effect, to
speak agunstit ;) and positively, in private, either
by jestiug upon your exactness in observing the Serip-
ture rule, or by insinuations, which, if you did not
mind them then, yet would afterward weaken your
soul.

4. You have been, and are at this day, ““in perils
among falss brethren ;” [ mean not only those of
other congregations,who count strictuess all one with
bondage, but many of our own ; in particular, those
who were once clearly convinced of the truth, hut
they have sinned away the convirtion themselves,
and now endeavour to harden others against it, at
least by example ; by returning again to the folly
from which they were once clean escaved.  But
what is the example of all mankind, when it runs
o 11ter to Scripture and reason? I have warned
you a theusand times not to regard» any egample
which coatradicts reason or Scripture. If it ever

shoul! be, (pray that it may not be, but if ever it
shonM,) pray that 1 or my brother, my wife, or his, or

. == -1
all of us together, shoulds:t no example eontrary ro
Scripture or reason, | entreat you, regard it not at
all ;- still let Scripture aud reason prevail. ‘

5, You who have passed the moruing, perhaps sl e
noou of bz, who find the shadows o evemine spproneh,
set a better example to ihone wlho are to come, (o the
now rising generation, \With you the day ol life 18
far spent ; the mght of dcath 1s at band. You have
no time to lose ; see that you redeen every mo-
wment that remains. Remove every thing out of the
way, be it ever o small, (though wmdeed gay or cost.
ly npparel is not s0,) that might any ways obstruct
your lowliness and meckness, your serivusness of
spirit, vour single intention to glority Gaul, in all your
thoughts and words and acuons.” Let no needlens
cxpense hinder your being, in the highest degree you
po=sibly can, rich i good works, ready to disiribute,
wiiling to commumecate, tll you are clothed with
glory und im:nortality.

Our curcases will soon fall into the dust'; then let
the survivors adorn them with towers. Meantme,
let us regard those oruswents ouly that will accompa-
ny us into cteroity.

6. You thatare in the morning of your days, either
your form is agreeahle oritis not. If it 1s not, do
not make your person remarkable ; ratherletit lie
hid in common apparel. On every account, it is in
your wisdom to recommend yourselt'to the eye of the
iind ; but especially to the eye of God, who reads
the secrets of your hearts, and in whoso sight the in-
corruptable ornaments alone are of great price.  But
if vou would recommend yoursell by ddress, is any
thing comparable to plain ueatness 2~ What ki of
persons ape those to whom you ¢could be recoinmend-
el b{ gay or costly apparel 2 None that are uny
way hikely to make you happy ; this pleases only the
silliest and worst ol men. At most, it gratitios only
the siliicst and worat principle i those who are of a
uobler character.

1. To you, whom God has intrusted with 8 more
pleasing forin, those ornaments are quite need-
less. :

Th® adorning thee with <0 nuch art
Is but & barbarous skill ;

"T'is Lke the poisoning ol a dart,
‘To upt before tu kil

That is, to express ourselves to plain English,with-
out any figure of poetry, it only tends to drag them
into death everlasting who were goiug fust enough
before, by edditional provocations ta lust, or at leust
inerdinate affecticn. Did you actually design to raise
cither of these in those who looked upon you ?
What ? while you and they were in the more imme-
diate presence of God 2 \What profunencss sl in-
humanity mixed together ! But if you designed it
nat, did you not foreses it 2 You mnight have
done so without any extraordinary sugacuy. * Nay,
I did not care or think sboutit.” And do you say
this by way of excuse ? You “scatter uhroad nrrows,
fircbrands, and death,” and do not thitk or care sbout
ic! 5

8. O !t us walk more charitubly and more wisely
for ihe time to come ! Let us all cast sside, frowm
this very hour, whatever does not lecume inen and
women professing godliness ;  whatever duves not
spring from the love and fear of God, sud minister
thereto.  Let our seriousness ‘‘shine hefore wnen,”
not our drexs.  Let all who see us know thut we ure
not of this world.  Let our adorming be tunt which
fadeth not away ; even righteousness sud true holi-
ness. Il ye regard not weskening my haods, and
grieving my spirit, yet grieve not the {{uly Spirit of
God. Do you sk, * But what shull 1 do with the
gay und costly apparel, and with the ormaments, |
have alrea'y > Must [ suffer them to Le lest ? Oughe
I not to wear them, now | huve themn ?*° | unewer,
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There is no loss like that ot using them ; wenring
them is the greatest loss of all. But what then shalt
thou do with them ? Burn them rather than wear
thew : throw them into the depth of the sea. Or, if
thou canst with a clear conscience, sell them, and
give the money to them that want ; but buy no more
at the peril of thy soul. Now be a faithful steward :
after previding for those of thine own household
tbings needful for life and godliness, feed the hungry
clothe the naked, relieve the sick, the prisoner, the
stranger, with all that thou hast : then shall God
.clothe thee with glory and henor in the presence of
men and angels ; and thou shalt ‘‘shine as the bright-
ness of the firmament,” yea, ‘¢ as the stars for ever
and ever.”

‘T'he following is the article referred to by our cor-
respondent.—Ebp.

THAOYGHTS UPON DRESS3,

Loud complaint has been made concerning a pas-
sage taken out of a little tract, entitled, ‘“ ‘The Re-
fined Courtier,” which is iuserted in the last April
Magazine, p. 197.* ‘T'he passage objected to runs
thus : ¢ Let every one, when he appears in pubfe,
be decently clothed, according to his age, and the
customn of the place where he lives.” There is no
fault in this. It is exactly right. Accordingly, when
I appear in public, 1 am decently appareled, accord-
ing to iny age and the custom of England; sometimes
in a short coat, sometiines in a night gown, some-
times in a gown and cassock. ¢ He that does other-
wise, seeins to affect singularity.” And though a
Christian frequently may, yea, must, be singular,
yet he never affects singularity , be only takes up his
cross so far as conscience requires. - ‘Thus far, then,
there is nothing which ia not capable of a fair con-
struction.  “ Nor is it sufficient tliat our garment be
made of good cloth,” (the author speaks ull along of
people of rank ; particularly those that attend the
court,) ‘‘ but we should constrain ourselves to follow
the garb where we reside,” suppose at St. James’ :
¢ Seeing custom is the law and standard of decency,
in all things of this nature.” It certainly is; and I
advise all the king’s lords of the bed-chamber, the
?ueen’u maids of honor to follow it. All this, there-
ore, mnay bear a sound. construction; nor does it con-
tradict any thing which I have said or written.

e Joun WesLey.

* The Arminian Magazine for 1788.
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CARVOSSO’S MEMOIRS.

T'Ae Great Efficacy of Simple Faith in the Atonement
of Christ, exemplified in a Memoir of Mr. WiL-
Liam Carvosso, of Cornwall. England, sizty years
& Class leader in the Wesleyan Methodist Connec-
tion. Wrillen by himself, and edited by his son.

‘Tuis admirable volume presents the portrait of

“ an lsraclito indeed, in whom is no guiic,” in the
personal narrative of a man who, for sixty-four years,
witnessed the privileges of the Gospel, and exempli-
fied the virtues und graces of the Christian life, in
their rise, progress, and maturity. It coutains an un-
usual number of instances to which the Gospel was
inade the power of God to the quickening of sinners,
dead in trespasses and sins, from dead works to serve
the living God, and to the present salvation of peni-
tent seekers, in answer to the prayer of faith. It in-
bodies a large portion of the essential truths of the
Bible, forcibly stated, and practically illustrated in
the obligations and privileges of Christian practice
and experience ; and its wonderful communications
furnish us with a perspective view ¢~ thosc eurlier

e e e e e et
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periods of Methadism which were charmar&;%

remarkable effusions of ke Holy Spirit. We
that every minister, and local preacher, and fe
and ‘member of the Methodist Church, will givdtuﬁ
‘“ exemplification of the great efficacy of simpfe faith
in the atonement of Christ” an attentive perusal, *ff
he has not done so already. Nor will this volunme be
uninteresting or uninstructive to pious members 'of
other Christian denominations. It is anotber excéh
lent work for the Centenary book of Methodism,
We will conclude this notice by selecting two pasga
ges—the one instructive and encouraging to pam
—the other the concluding remarks of the editor of
the lessons of instruction which this hook is caleculg-
ted to teach.—Christian Guardian of U. C. . i

* It was about this time that the Lord condescond:
ed to hear prayer, and convert my two older childreg.
Returning one night from the quarterly meeting love
feast at Redruth, in company with a pious friend, be
told me he had the unspeaknble happiness tihe night*
hefore to witness the conversion of his young da
ter while he held her in his arms, 1 informed
that I had two children who were getting up 1o mas
ture age, but I was grieved to say 1 had not yet seen
any mark of the work of God upon their mindg
His reply 1 shall never forget :—* Brother,’ says §e,
‘ has not God promised to pour his Spirit u 'IE’
seed, and his blessing upon thy offepring 7
words went through e in an unacconntable manser;
they seemed to take hold ou my heart :- I felt as if'f
had not done iny duty and resolved to make a new
effort in prayer. 1 had always prayed for my ebil.
dren : butnow I grasped the promise with the .
of fuith, and retired daily at special seasons to pi
the Lord to his word. I said nothing of what I feltee
did to any bne butthe Searcher of hearts, with wham
I wrestled in an agony of prayer. About a forsaight:
bad been thus at work with God, when, bﬁ?“*k
in the field,| received a message from my wife,infotm-
ing e that | was wanted within. hen 1 entered
the house, my wife told me, ** ‘Grace is above stairs,.
apparently distressed for something ; but uoﬂ?m
be got from her, but that she must see father.” Jullge
of my feelings when I found my daughter a weeg
penitent at the feet of Jesus. On seeing me, ox-
claimed, ¢ O father, 1 am afraid. | shall go to hell P
The answer of my heart was, ‘No, glory be to God,
[ am not afraid of that now.’ She said she had felt the
load of sin about a fortnight, and that she nov.l,.lr‘
ed to find Christ. I poiuted her to the true Physiesss,
and she soon found rest through faith in the atehing
blood. My eldest son bhad hitherto been utterly
careless about the things of God, and associated with
youths of a similar disposition of mind ; but now bs
becawne the subject of a manifest change ; be cagt
his old companions ; and one Sunday afternces,
just before | was going to ineet my class, he came to'
e with a sorrowful mind, and expressed his destse
to go with me to the class ineeting. He ditl% and
that day cast in his lot with the people of God; and,
blessed be his holy name, they continue to this

. ”» ;
day. . . . . .

The work of the Lord prospered more and
more in the society ; and I now begun to feel &
particular concern for the salvation of my youager
son. [ laid hold by faith on the same promise Whi
I had before done, when pleading for my other chil-
dren, and went to the same place to call upon God in
his bebalt. One day when { was wrestling with G
in mighty prayer for him, these words werc appli
with power to iy mind, * there shall not a hoo
left behind.” I could pray no more ; my prayer was
lost in praises ; in shouts of joy, and ¢ glory, ‘Io[{,
glory !' The Lord will save all my family ¥’ bile
I ani writing this the silent tears flow down from my
eyos. His life was quite moral, | could not repro¥e
him for any outward sin. Iu his lcisure hours bts

relig
God
<0INd
as 1f
plac
imp
ty o
to
him
ed
ed,
de
that
thin
wou
fore
Lor:
his
and
reni
Joy
nos
dre
hea
T
ed |
and
teaq

ligi
ran
ed !
and
fer

evi
Joy
ane
hes
ed.
co

try
usel
an
wri
ten
hin
ert
st

tin
ful
eaq
ca
pa
an
sed
ye
he
vig
t

fri




TRl
haracterized |
irit. We Wa
er, and fe

, will give tié
y of simpte fuith
live perual, *ff
I this volume be
pus members 'of
8 another excéh
of Methodism.

Ing two pasa
pging to :’nm.
of the editor of
book is caleulg-
ord condeseend.
o older childreg.
ly meeting love
pious friend, by
piness thre night
his yaung da

1 informed
etting up 1o was
had not yet seen
pon their mindg
other,’ says
8 Spirit u
flspring 7
untable manekr;
re :- I felt anifl
d to make a new
yed for my ehil-
e with the
1 seasons to p
of what I fel¢ee
arts, wm

out &
a0, béing et whrk

my wife,infetm-
hon 1 enteped
] bi- above stairs,
; but oan
be father.” 5&;0
ghter a weepiag
eing me, she/ex-
shall go tohdl P
glory be to God,:
dshe had felt the
at she now leug--
e true Physieies,
th in the atebing
rto been utterly
associated with
ind ; but nowbhs
nge ; be cagt off
nday afternces,
class, he came to
ressed his desise
He did go, and
le of Godi; end;
ontinue to '

® ®

ered more and

begun to feel &
on of my youager

e proiise W

or my other chil-
call upon God in
restling with God
ords were appli
hall not a hoof be
; Iy prayer was
d ¢ glory, glory,
family I While
w down from my
ould not repro¥e
leisure hours bi s

= —————

THE WESLEVAN. =

T s

delight was in studying different branches of useful
koowledge ; but this, though good in place, was not
religion ; 1 knew his bheart was yet estranged from
God. After the answer | had in prayer, | waited
some titne, hoping to see the change effected in him
as it was in his sister and brother ; but not taking
place according to my expectations, I felt my mind
impressed with the duty of takiug the first opportuui-
ty of opening my mind to Lim, and talking closely
to bim about eternal things. I accordingly c:une to
him on one occasion, when he was, as usual, engag-
cd with his books : and with my heart deeply atfect-
ed, I asked him if it was not time for him toenter
upon a life of religion. 1 told him, * with tears,’
that [ then felt ny body was failing, and that if any
thing would distress my mind in a dying hour, it
would be the thought of closing my eyes in death be-
fore I saw him converted to God. Thiseflort the
Lord was pleased to bless ; the truth took hold of
his heart ; he went with ne to the class meeting,
and soon obtained the knowledge of salvation by the
remission of hissins. This was a matter of great
joy and rejoicing to me and my dear wife ; we had
now the unspeakable happines of secing all our chil-
dren converted to God, aud, travelling in the way to
heaven with ua.”

The story of this little volume will now be conclud-
ed by a brief notice of a few of the many practical
and instructive lessons which it is calculated to
teach.

1. It shows the reality and bLlessedness ot true re-
ligion. Here is a man who was the slave of igno-
ranze and sin, instanganeously roused and transform-
ed by the call and encrgy of the Gospel ministry ;
and for more than threescore years the principle of
fervent picty, thus implanted by the finger of God, is
evinced hy great moral rectitude, sublime mental en-
joymentg, and by the continued exercise of a salutary
and powerful influence in promoting the solid happi-
ness of those belonging to the circle in which he inov-
ed. VWhat has infidelity to oppose to this fact, or to
compare with it ?

2. [t furnishes a commendalla example of indus-
try and resolution in acquiring the knowledga of the
usetul arts, under circumstances of great diticulty
and discouragement. A man ot sixty-five learns to
write, and applies the valuable acquisition very ex-
tensively to purposes of great importance, hoth to
himzelf and to others. Let this tact stimulate ex-
c¢rtion in those who are in any wise similarly circum-
stanced.

3. It shows that a man unendowed with either dis-
tinguished talents or office, inay become great in usc-
fulness among his neighbours ; so great that it is not
easy to find a parallel even among men of mind, edu-
cation, and oflice. The subject of the foregoing
pages was a man of plain understanding, without
any approach to wit or humour, possessing, as we
see, not the advantages of the commonest education
yet, with faith in Christ Jesus, pains and patience,
he attains not only great virtues, but also great
views and great energies ;5 and last, not jeast, the dia-
tinzuished honor of being beloved and blessed as the
fricnd of thousands. .

4. Tt scts before the eves of the church an exam-
ple of stability in Christian professien. Let the young
professor be hereby encouragzed to confide in Him
who is ¢ able to save to the uttermost ;* and let ¢ un-
stable souls' shed tears of penitential gorrow wh_nl«:
they behold a man walking in the integrity of Chris-
tian profession more thun sivty years ; ‘ turning not
aside, either to the right kand or the Ie'ﬁ.’ _

5. {t speaks loiidly to parents protessing godliness
who have children growing up to maturity ; vet,
¢ without Christ, heing aliens to llfe‘cummumveahh
of Israel.’ Their duty and their privilege are =et be-
far them ; their du’y to exercisc unquenchable de

- i S L -“~_‘,.'=_-—-m
sire, and ardcut effurt to the conversion of thair suny
and daughters ; and their high privilege o becoming,
related to them by ties more dear and tender tham
those of flesh and blood.

6. It shows to pious personsg who hiave retired from
husinecss how happily and usetully they may fill up
the eve of life, provided Gud hux yet eontinued ta
them a measure of health and strensth.  lere is one
who, after having acquired a moderate competency,
lays aside the world as a garment : and though now
verging toward his threescore yoars and tew,’ he
starts in a new career of piety and usefulness, by
which ¢ his Inst days become his hest days,' hoth with
gard to his personal peace, and to the active benevo-
lence of his life.

7. It shows how practicable it is for Christiana to
do good in order to their social intercourse ; provid-
ed that with a devout and xpiritual mind they give re-
ligion that decided prominence which its intinitely
momentous iaterests  very natarally and justly
claim. ‘I'o this branch of Christian usefulness the
subject of this volume hrought no superior conversa-
tional powers, but such as rise spontaneously from a
full heart. WWhat he did in this way—and certainly
he did wonders—may, unquestionably, to n great ex-
tent, be accomplished by ten thousand other tovers of
¢ the truth as itis in Jesus.’

8. It shows, in tha great wark of saving the soul,
the corresponding and reciproeal importance of the
two-fold agency, human and divine.  While most of
the fucts here stated, clearly manifast ‘the  power dt’
God unto salvation,’ yet are many of them so evj-
dently made to depend upon human instrumentality
as to say to our conscience, ‘ Ye have not becuuse yo
ask not.’

9. It speaks forcibly to those who wish to ba use.
ful in the church, and snys, * Have thith in God :
for all things are possible to him that helieveth,! A
Christian heliever is here set hetore us, ardently de-
cirous of saving souls from death ; faith in God
throuch Christ is his perpetunl theme, and hereby
be becomes an extraordinary character.

10. It showe, with the forea of demonstration, that
the Gospel otliers a free, full, and pre<ent salvation.
Perhaps these three important points have seldom
been mcre clearly cstablfshed within so narrow n
CO”I[H\R‘I.

11. It evinces how very simple is the method of
snlvation by faith, and how eflicacious an the henrt
and life is that faith when it lays hold on the atening
blood, and the great and precious promses nide t
u< throuzh that sacrifice.

12. Finally, it exhiluts a pleasing instance of the
powerful etfects of individual human influence, nnd
the a'dmirable economy of the Westeyan Methodiste
in bringing that mtl_uen(‘v, when nght dlrecu-fI, tn
bear npon humnn society. .va 1% 4n hl"ﬂth. T
vidual in private hife.  He i« determined on going 1o
heaven himself, and has his heart vet on the grent
work of moving as many thitherward ns possibile.
With n soul filled with tuith and love, he exhorts
one, and another, and another, and sets theman mo-
tion toward the better vountry,  Ha moves from
place to place, and similar effects follow. ‘T'hen he
pets down in bis little chaniber, learns to write, and,
by his epistolatory correspondence, keeps those in
motion that he had already maved o ull, shorily, by
an cffort, in the feebleness of age, his pious influence
is found, directly or indirecly, neting powerfully on
the minds of thousands, distributed iw the various in-
termediate places between Saltash and Land's End.
But fur his persoual and relative good he was indein-
ed to Methodism.  Although n constant attendant st
the, parish church for ub.uve twenty years, e knew
nothing of rehigion, but lived i uuer xpiritual dark-
ness and sin till he beard the first scrmon lry 2 Metho-
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dist preacher. This was the immediate instrument
of an cntire change of heart and life.
fnducted into the ranks of Methodism, it was
quickly perceived he was capable of becoming use-
ul ; and accordingly the subordinate, but important,
office of class leader was assizned to himm. 'This was
his place. Iu the service of sixty years he never rose
nbove it, or rendered himseIt unworthy of it. And
in conforinity to the genius of Christianity, and the
aggressive principles of the rules ol the body, he ex-
horted, reproved, or instructed all with whom he
had any intercourse. Methodisin is one in every
town, in every village. Wherever he came by the
clue of friendship and iinpulse of duty, his character,
his office were respected; he naturally found a wider
door of usefulness open to him ; and, in the short
space of a few days he eame into personal and fami-
liar contact with hundreds of rouls, hunzering and
thirsting after righteousness, who rejoiced in his
light and caught an increase of Lieavenly fire from
the Spirit of burning which s eminently dwelt on
him.—N. Y. Christian Ad. & Jour.

e

LDoctringl

THOUGHTS ON THE DOCTRINE OF
ad ATONEMENT
“wo. 1.
T ue atoncment of Christ is described in sacred writ,
as the grand and only inedium of.our access 1o God.
This harmnonizes the perfections of Deity, and wins
their exercise on our hehalf, removes the guilt of sin

we Lave incurred, and opens the way for us to the |

forfeited paradise of God.

A religion without an atonement may please the
fanciful and proud mind of a philosopher, unawaken-
¢d to his true condition as a transgressor of the laws
of God ; but it would be poor consolation to a man
conscious of his demerit as a sinner, and his exposure
to the wrath of the pure and just Legislator of the
upiversc. A\ man cannot be rcconciled to Lis Maker,
and be conscious of his approval, unless he firmly re-
1y upon the atoning blood of Christ as shed for hu-
man transzression.  ‘The more enlightened we are
in the knowledge of God’s word, and of our own na-
ture and character, the more need shall we see, and
teel ton, of just such nn offering for sin as the Re-
deemer made upon  Cualvary. A truly enlighten-
ed man, sces a nuimber of reasons for this atonewment,
he sees those reasons in his fallen, wretched and cor-
rupted condition ; and has such a scriptural view of
himself as to cause him to beklieve, that therecan he
no heaven to him, a guilty sinner; without the firm
belief of, and trust in, the atonement,

1. The Llond of Christ is declared, in holy writ, a
suflicient sacrifice for sin, and suited to procure the
greatest blessings for mankind.  This blood was
that of a pure person, of him whose humanity was
mysteriously, but ineffably and actually, united to the
Divinc-nature.  The divinity of Christ is of the
highest importance to us, for on it depends the worth
and validity of the atonement hie is said to have made.
If belicfin the Divine-nature of the Redeemer of
sinners he given up, and exchanged for the Socinian
and Umitarina view of his person, then the peculiari-
ty of Christianity, and its distinguishing excellence,
js forever M<t : it ia no longer a religion suited to
sinners, to fullen and corrupted beings.  T'ake away
from Christianity the truth, that Christ is God-man,
and that his merit, and his only, is the source of the

sinners’ acceptance and justification by God,and what
i3 there left in this religion to distinguish jt fror'n
mere human systemns of religious faith ? A pyrer
morality, indeed, would be inculcated by tire C.Ji::is-
tian religion, than either Paganism or Mahometanign,
inculcates : but without an atonement for tringres—
sion, it would be a morality without sufficiently pow-
crful motives to win the sinner’s attention : it woy)
Le a morality a corrupt and unredecmed being could
never perform.

_ The greatest peculiarity of the Jewish religion wag
its constant requirement of sacrifize,—of blood to be
shed as a propitiatory offering to Derity :—and j;
was this which most nearly assimilated the Jewish
and Christian systems, avd made the former a suita.
ble forerunner of the present dispensation, ‘Che
Jewish sacrifices tended to keep up in the minds of
the Jews the necessity of atonement, in order to the
pardon of sin ; and their sacrificial cfferings were re-
quired Ly Jehovuh, to direct the attenticn of man-
Kkind to the sacrifice, which in the fullness of time, he
had determined should be made fer sin by the Lamb
of God—tle Redecnier of ths world.

As the oflering of the Jewish sucrifices alluded to,
were enjoincd by God, and as the manner in which
they were to be presented to Hini was clearly, mi-
nutely revealed, the conscience of the Jewish wor-
shipper was pacified, when the ceremonies con-
nected withthe laws of sucrifice and atonement were
performed. If then, as the Apostlc Paul, in the
Epistle to the Hebrews argues, the Jews attained
some benefits by the ¢¢ shedding of the blood of bulls
and goats, and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling the un-
clean ;’—if they felt that the will of God had been
complied with in thé presentation of their offerings ;
if hope of pardon and enjoyment of the Divine fa-
vour resulted from their sacrifices ; how much mere

causc has the Christian believer to rejoice; what a \

more complete and immovable foundation bas
he for hope and assurance of acceptance with God,—
who has the perfeet sierificial atonement of an
Almighty Redeemer to depend upon, as the source of
his justification by his Maker, the medium of his in-
tercourse with beaven,and of his attainment of every
spiritual blessing.

2. 'I'he true sacrifice made for gin, St. Paul assures

us, was offered to God. Many relizions have existed
in the world, and the ingenuity of imen has been ex-
hausted in giving variety to them. Many of these re-
ligious systems have made large demands on man-
kind. They have exacted of them much silver and
gold ; much labour and suflerings have they requir-
cd of their votaries’; and in not a few instances the)

have demanded from their most perfect and sainted
adherents a whole life of self-denial, or a cruel death.
But after all the labour enlured by pagan idolaters,
after all the tormenting ceremonies, and destroymg
rites, all the selt denial and painfulness produced by
pagan superstition among succecding gencrauom;
God may say—who hath required this of your bands’

All has been the resuit of will worship ; all the s

fruits of religions made by corrupt Leings ; and never
required by the God of truth. ‘Ihe Christian system
is distinguislicd by thestamy it hears on every part 0

it, of its Divine orizin. Its fundamental doctrines
could not have been invented by man ; and agreea-
ble to this declaration is the truth, that no individual
or nation has ever, when left to their own reason
without the Bible, invented the doctrines of Chrns-
tianity, and furnished mankind with their momentous,

. O . Y = o
sublime,and cheering doctrines.T'he doctrine of atonc¢

ment was revealed by to God Adam after his fall, it
y man shou!

thedeclaration,—that ¢“ the sced of the vwoman: |
bruise the serpent’s head.” And if we dlllgﬂ“Y_
peruse the Sacred Scriptures we shall see, what re
gard he has had for the doctrine of :'nonemcr}l i~
how exact he is in requiring satisfaction for sin ;
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how merciful and good he is ir{ l;[wénih;g;-i;;)' fo_rthe B o 4 v
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sinner, throuch the utonemont, to heaven ;—and Original Qontrib.ttiun.

Low faithful he i+, in performing his promises in
erence to it ! 1 i i corld in ! . 5 R " -

reference to it, Ly cending his son into fhc world M PHE CENTENARY VEAR OF METHODISM

fulness of time. Men may rec in God's scheme of |

caving sinners; through the blead of Chirist, what his [y nesembling, recently, upan the impostint eceasjon
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vie'ws wre of theevil of sin 5 of the worth of the snul;f of eclebratinge the Centenary of Weslevan Methodism
of the justice of the Divine government ; aud of the | js alherents and fricnds, must hay, been the sul»jw'u‘
importance of zalvation to sinners. of pleasurable feelings, "They were ecailed upon at
3. St Paulinforms u=, the sacrifice made for sin{ that time, not merely to review the prourees 'nf',-‘ «ret
wrs otfered to God through the Divine Spirit, Heb. | trom weakness to strengsth, from i incipient condi-
c T A the persons i the adorable Trinity were ! tion, to one of usefulness and honour : bat to review
encaced i fulilling the plan of human redemption. | the history of the church of Gol, and o the workd for
ihe Father s reswesented as giving his Son to die, the last hundred veuars, is these have been iniuenced
for simners. The Soa is described ns oflering him- | by the religion, and syt ot disciphine, deaoannated,
selfa saerizice tor sin, rerecably o the willof God the Wesleyan Methodizm.
rather. 'Thoy Spiviti< ceveald o2 assisting Christ inl That the Chiareh, s vard crisections, has re ojy-
|
|

his work 5 procaring his inearnation 5 and perfornm=ted an impulse of i, zeal, and oot through
ing miiracles to prove the divinity of hismission s and® the existence and spresd of Methodism, none. consis-
apphyines the doetrines of @ crusitied Saviour to the ! ten:ly with truth and justice, can deav. \When woe
eonseienee wind hearts oo, The perfect hiinarity | see the Church off God sliiberin: W e piorined
of Jesas not only received knowledge, strensthy and Hin which those devoredmen, the Wedlovs and Whie-
cousolation, from the Divine nature ol the Sonof| fiell, and their condjutors, went Cuth throneh the
Gty which it was traly uniced ;5 but that hwoasi- | breadth and lenzth of the Breicish Les—ia U inene-
1v received light, strensth, and consolation, trom thel diately i comnexion vith thew Fhaves, o 0oa hoss or
DYisine Spirit, one of the sacred persons in the Trinme pdevoted riintstors,anl peop ey rnsed upoto et od o
Deity. By the Holy Spicity, Chiist is said, Iy Saintpintluence of experinental wodline < teca e the
Poter, to have Leen raised fron ihe glead @ oand there=fnadion, and in Amieric,—we see the prov bones o
fore by the Spirit dil he offir himsell’ to God :— 1 God attesting the trath, thar Do Wo t o W i,
throuzth the power of the Holy Spirit his holy hy-‘uul their £ Dow=labourers weee inten 0y Le o unie
manity was prescnted to God oas a lamb slain for b versal biessing to mavkind. - Ttwasnot ey tor the
m s’ trausgression ; awd by that Spirit was his body | ercation ofa new sect in velizion that they wers raised
rai<ed from the grave, which ascended to the throne | up ; it was e the spread ol teus Christiacuty, theough-
of Gol, that the Redeemer, in tiie possession of hll- out the workl, "This was the clorivon . deai o of Peo-
man roture, might call upon Jehovah for spiritual gifts | vidence in employing men ot <1 N sinsala ahility,
and Dleasiners tor th human Ceeily,—and as theiwr me-§ zeal, and enterprize,

Diatar eontinually iatercodes on theie behalf.  The | The talented ministers amongst the fiest Wedleyan
Holy Spirit was no i conccrned speetator of ChrizUs | preachers were members of the Chareh of England,
work wrotzht for sinners. Andthough be did not be-Tand they had sutlicient tloot, Leame, ologquonee,
come in-carnated for us, as didd the Sonof God, forthis | and couraze to make their voicesand their writinrs
was rot required @oyet he took a prominent part, i7y reach the cars, :ur‘l nl'.'v"‘t the min Peoftonsinda win
wo may so speak, iomans? cedensptions He hononr-|vatue themselves for theie rank, their i e and their
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ceived, an impulse of zeal, and exertion for the good
of mukind resulted from the preaching and living of
the Methodists,  'I'hose who would not 1eceive some
of the principles of these preachers were aroused from
inditference to religion by their zeal an:d labour.

Dr. Paley has said that Methodism is Christianity
in earnest : and we sec that Christianity in earnest
for the good of souls can accomplish great things.
Neminal Christianity, leaves men inert, supine, and
wkorldly-minded : ‘but real Christianity arouses them
as'with a trumpet voice ® be engaged for the salva-
tion of their souls. We are far from thinking that
Christianity in earnest does not exist save amongst
onr denomination ; but we aver that the great princi-
-ple of love to God and to man which Mcthodism so
strongly inculcates, is one which actuates all Chris-
tians, and cxposes them, at least oceasionally, to re-
ceive the epithet applied to them, of Methodist. 1t is
still an honour to us, that when Christians of all de-
nominations manifest carnestness about religion they
are called by our nane.

Methodisin has given a new era to preaching. Tt
has rendered that vigorous, plain, concise, awakenmg,
energetic, and evangclical, whichh hal often Leen
merely abstruse, mictaphysical, learned, and moral.
It has produced men whose eloquence is the result of
intimate knowledge, and deep feeling in reference to
the truths of Christianity. It has rendered extempo-
raneous speaking methodical, popular, and edifying.

Methodisin has, by its pecu,liar discipline, called
into useful exercise a varicty of talent. Before its
cxistence talent was too much buried, or too exclu-
sivelv employed in the service of the world, and upon
secular concerns. Methodisin arosc and made de-
mand for every gift and endowment. The steward,
the trustee, the class-leader, the prayer-leader, the
exhorter, the private member of socicty, the collector
for missions, the local preacher, thé minister, and the

missionary, had theic various and important tasks to

perform, Methodism sets all its members ut work
and helps'them in it. It allows not of inactivity and
lukewarmness. Its great rruth,—that all men may
be saved from sin by comiug to Christ, who tasted
death for every man, is the spring of exertion in its
adherents in doing good. Methedism  has its re-
cords to produce for the benefit of the present age,
and of future generations,—its records to show,
that it has instrumentally enabled hundreds and
thousands to pass with holy joy into the eternal
world. 'T'be numerous memoirs of its pious nmiem-
bers contained in the Magazine, and its instructive
volumes devoted to the Biogrophy of some of its emi-
nently pious members, prove that experimental god-
liness has heen widely enjoyed in the Connexion. By
the peaceable and triumphant deaths of its members,
how often has the dying declaration of its Founder
been illustrated, and brought to mind :—*¢ the best of
all God is with us.”

Methodism is as much calculated to do good now
as it ever has been. And indeed we will venture to
assert, that at no former period has our Conncxion
bad the same extensive means of duing good as it now
poszesses. Qur nunihers have greatly inereased, and
with cvery additional member we expect an increasc
of good influenee cnd exertion. When before was
such x spirit of benevolence diffused amongst our
peoyile 2 When did Methodism heretofore employ
such : amount of sanctified talent, and of silver
and. go.tin the service of God 2 She had forwer-
ly her Wesleys, her Fletcher, her Benson, her
Coke, L r Watson, and her Clarke—and when these
men we e removed by death ;—from their worth and
couittiii ung talents, some might have feared, that the
rlory . Methodisin would &con come 10 its wane.
Dur thoy, in such case, would have forgot that those
e 0 be.ng dead,yet speak, and still belong to the Con-
nexin :—tiheir nemory is ours ;—their example, re-
corded i biographky is ours :—their living is ours y—

=—x v
and while Methodism and the Englisb tongue exist, the
writings of those men, aud their moral worth, piety,
and talents will operate beneficially upon Methodism,

But why do we celebrate the hundredth year of
Methodism ?  Because we celebrate the triumphs of
Christianity for a hundred years ; and would do so
as an expression of gratitude to God for-the good thag
has been effected by its means. We do it because

our celebration of it is to be connected with more

zealous efforts for the good of mankind. We think it
an exceedingly appropriate period in whieh to bring
our tithes into the storchouse of cur Lord, and prove
him therewith, it he will not open the windowsjof
heaven, and pour out such a hlessing as there shall
scarce be room in our hearts to receive it. Gratitude
demands such an offering : the funds of the Connex-
ion, devoted to carrying on the work of God by preach-
ing, and various other means, require a great effart to
be made for their increase, and one worthy 1o be
called,—na Connexional effort.

I'he Centenary year of Methodism has something
stirring in it. It has a voice for every member.
Other revivals of religion, it has been remarked, have
scarcely lasted through one generation ; but this great
rcvival has continued a century, and is yet going on-
ward. Its commencement wus small, its adherents
few, its resources, faith and prayer excerted, but fee-
ble, but God was with it and it prospered.

We are permitted to celebrate tLe Centenary of
Methodism, let us see to it that we record for future
generations our estimate of its worth, and do all in
our power, while we live, to enable Methodists at
the second Centenary meetings of Wesleyan Methe-
disin, to outdo us in their monuments, which they may
erect in gratitude to God for its continuation for $00
vears, If it spread as it hus done how glorious will
be the resalt in one hundred years more ! We trust
the Lest dauys of Methodism ure to cone, Bat in ite
most palmy state, when religion shall greatly prevail,
Weslevans will not forget the former generations of
Methodists ;—Lut  derive instruction and comfort
tromn the writings of her first Divines, as they will
have owed their existence, and privileges, as 8 united
people, under God, to the exertions of the first races
of Methodists.

Our connexional character is our glory. Weare
one great family. We hail each other as Bretbres,
Leloved throughout the world.  And whilst we cultis
vate the spirit of charity with all, we cannot but es=
teem it n privilege to find, that the name and religion
of Wesleyan Methodisw, is a passport to the friead-
ship of our people every where. ~ Our connex
union gives us immiense power in doing good. It g2
cures evangelicul experimental preachers an
ing to our Body. Our efforts to do good become by
union, those of a mighty army, actuated by one 8§
led by trained, and Leloved, und experienced leadess,
and animuted by the same rewards.  Satan never has
raged more fully against us, than when he hes:at-
tempted, through misguided men, te destroy owr
connexional [character and privileges. And be | d
never come to unwary and unestablished se
amongst us more fully, as an anzel of light to deceive,
than when be hasthrough sophistical, aspiring, cama
professors, endeavoured to sever some of our
ties from the Connexion.

Our Centenary movements will do immense *M'
in’ giving a tangible and wide-spreaa pTQOf orn
love of Methodists o Wesleyan Methodism a8
has existed, and still exists, and, we trust, will ey
exist. The large amount raised for the Centen
Fund gives the brand of falsehood to the assgrt
made by those who have in our day slandered.
Conference,and averrcd, that their mean opinio :Y&-
should be the opinion of all Methodists, OQur chpr¢
has been rendered peaceable by the applause o
uneasy spirits, who would, to gratif  unhallow fuen
ing, bave sacrificed all that is peculiar, and in
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tial, and promotive of Methodism. But we record in
legible characters our opinion of the worth of Wes-
leyan Methodism: and by so doing probably prevent
in future years a repetition of such agitation of our so-
cietica. The Centenary year will be as a starting
post, from which our people will be roused to new
exertion for God and his cause.

And what is to hinder us from doing good-; from
making advances upon the kingdom of evil? Have we
not a host of praying faithful people in our societies,
—who themselves being saved are zealous for the
salvation of others, of the world ? Have we not a
ministry professedly called to the work of preachin
Christ’s glorious Gospel ;—admitted to their high nnﬂ
holy vocation through right channels :—called by the
Divine Spirit, and approved by the Church ;—hy
men who themselves know the nature of experimental
godliness, and the necessity of an experienced, well
trained ministry, for the promotion of the same ?
Have we not reason to think that while our Theolo-
gical Institution for the improvement of our candi-
dates for the ministry, will render our ministers more
acceptable in general,—the religious training they
there receive will cause them to retain all that spiri-
tuality, and devotedness to God, which is so essential
to an efficient and powerful ministry ?

It should never be forgotten that the 1nost learned of
the Ministers of Methodism have been among the
most holy and the most useful,—whose labours have
been widely owned in the coversion of souls. We
have only in proof of this to refer to the Wesleys,
Whitfield, Coko, Benson, Thomas Walsh, Adam
Clarke, Richard Watson, and Gideon Ousley, as well
as to a number of others. The Methodist Ministry is
attended with the Divine blessing now as it has been ;
and we may expect from the yearly large addition
made to the number of preachers, that the ministry
willtbe increasingly effective. ]

Our triumphs, we must never forget, are the tri-
umphs of Christianity, and we are but unworthy in-
struments of promoting the best of causes. In spread-
ing scriptural religion we shall have enernies, as every
generation of Methodists bave had : and perhaps it is
necessary to our own watchfulness and dependence
upon Divine strength, that we should have them. So
long as society is infected with the evils of unregene-
rated nature, we shall meet with opposition in doing
good. But our course is onward. God hath sct be-
fore us an open door. The world’s salvation is our
inspiring theme ; and the glory of God our animating
motive to exertion. The pious eof other denomina-
tions are engaged in the same good work with us.
‘They begin to look upon us with a less jealous eye,
and even condeseend to imitate us in some of our
plans of usefulness. And although there arc many
adversaries for us to encounter,—we will go forward
in the battles of the Lord Almighty, bearing upon our
banners the dying exclamation of our saiated father—
¢ The best of all God is with us.” And so long as
we can say this, we shall be a useful and bonoured,—

a faithful, holy, and happy people. AMen, and

Amen. 'T. H. Daviss.

Bedeque, Prince E. I., Nov. 23d, 1839.
T R T TR ——————

W ASTE OCCASIONED BY Intemperance.—The traf-
fic in intoxicating drinks occasioned the absolute des-
truction of an enorwnous quantity of wholesome food.
Forty-six millions of bushels of malt are at present
annually consumed in the manufacture of beer and
spirits : the produce of a million acres of land must
be extracted fromthe common stock of food by which
the nation is supported for a cause which does little
more than produce poverty, crime, disease, and pre-
wature mortality. How dreadful is the amount of
guilt with which we must stand chargable to God,

for thus abusing the ric?)en of his temporal blessings.

m
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WesLeran Boox Drror.—We this week publish
a.catalogue of the books now on sale at the Depot in
Halifax. To this we invite the attention of our read-
ers. The books enumerated are many of them th:
standard works of Methodism; and to these are added
many of the latest publications in Wesleyan Litcra-
ture.

N. B. The preachers in this district are requested
to take notice, that the order for books. to be sent
from Home in the Spring, and which may be expect-
ed here in the early part of May next, will be scut
Home in January ; and orders for hooks, by that
opportunity, should reach the Deposftory in Halifuax,
by the 10th day of January, 1840.

WESLEYAN BOOK DEPOT.

In accordance with the resolution of the lust Dis-
trict Meeting, a Depot for the sale of Theologic:!
Literature (chiefly Wesleyan) bas Lcen opened in
Halifax, at the residence of the Rev. C. Churchiil,
depositary, in Lockman Street, where attendance will
be given personally every morning lil! eleven o’clock.

U0 Orders from the country punctually attended to.

The following works have been just received, wvud
are now on sale as nbove : —

Wesloyan Hywinn Books, in every sizo ond varicty of
binding—plain and elegant.
A large assortment of Reward Books, for schools—
per dozen.
Wesleyan Catechisms, No. 1, 2, 8.
Do do with Key, parts, 1, 2. 2, 4, 5.
Sunday School Spelling Books, part 1, 2, 3, 4.
Reading Books, No. 1, 2.
Reward Tickets.
Wesleyan Society Rules—schedules.
Writing Paper, foolscap andd post, folio. 4 to Svo.
Sunday Service of the Methodists, 12m0., 24no.,
Oxford Ruby Bible, with Wesley’s Hymus~-calt and
morocco, gilt, elegant.
Do do do and Liturgy, complete, do.
Oxford Pearl Bible, and Wesley’s Hymmns, do, do.
Ruby Hymnn Book—separate—morocco, gilt.
Pearl, do do roan, embossed, do.
Arminius’ Works, 2 vols.
Abbott’s’Child at tlome.
**  Mother at Home.
““ Young Christian,
Anecdotes (Tract Sociery) 11 vols.
Barrett’s Prize Essay on the Pastoral Office.
Benson’s Commentary on the Old and New Testa-
ment, 5 vols., 4to.
“ Plaus and Sermous, 8 vols., 8vo.
*  Sermons, 2 vols., 12mo.
Biblical Guide (Grecn’s )
Brainerd’s Life.
British Pulpit, 4 vols.
Brown’s Memoirs.
Butler’s Anulogy.
Bulmer’s Scriptural Histories.
Burgcss’s Sermons.
Carvosso’s Memoirs.
Christian Treasury.
Christian Biograpby, Library of 12 vols , 2imo.
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ment, 6 vols., Crown Octavo. 8
~Theology.
—Scripture Promises.

Commentary of Henry and Scott (Tract Socicty) 6

vols.
Cooper’s Memoirs.
Clough’s do.
Centenary Volume, 8vo. 14mo.

Do do  Abridged.

Memorial.

Sermon by Jackson.

—Charge, Ordination, by do.
Churnock on the Attributes, 2 vols
Daily Monitor.

Dairyman’s Daughter.

Death of Christ, the Death of Death.
Domestic Calendar.

Dunn’s Present for Female Servants.
Doddridge’s Rise and Progress.
Eneyclopedia (London) 22 vols.
Edmondson’s Essay on Self-Government.

-=Iuiements of Revealed Religion.

—Cliristian Ministry,

—Siort Sermons, 2 vols.

“iews of the Heavenly World,
Fietcher's (Rev. J. W.) Life.

—letchers, Mes. do.

—Letters.

—'T'heology.

—Christian Perfection.

—Addresa.

Works, 8 vola.

Fergus on Revelation.
Farrar’s Popular Antiquities,
Gouge’s Youngz Man’s Guide.
Good’s Memoirs,

Howe’s 'Theological Treatises.
Harris’s Mammon.

—Great T'eacher.

—Christian Citizen.

— Brittannia.

—Ununion.

—Wiessing Church, '
Hanrah’s Letter to a Young Preacker.
Hick’s Memoirs (Village Blacksmith. )
Isuac on Baptism,

Kuy’s ‘P'ravels in CaflTraria.
Knox’s Works, 7 vols.
Keith’s Evidences.
Kempis's Christian Pattern.
Krummuacher's Elijah.

—liisha,

-—Glimnses of the Heavenly Worll

—Infunt Saviour.

—Sermons on the Canticles.

—Stephen,

—Temptation of Christ,

—Voice ol the Church.

Solomon.

Leland on Revelation.
Lady Maxwell’s Life.
Leach’s Essay on Class Meectings.

Lives of Early Methodist Preachers 8vols.
o, 3

Maunders’ Treasury of Knowledge.
—Biographical Treasury.

Moore’s (Rev. H.) Memoir and Sermons.

~udie’s Klements, 4 vols.
—Scasans, 4 vols,

Nelson’s Journal.

Peek's Memoirs.,

Like’s Persuasives to Early Piety.
~-Guide to Young Disciples.
—Iteligion and Eternal Life.

Pearson on the Creed.

Podinore’s Life.

Powell on Apostolical Succesion.

Prayers for Christiin_Families.

Clarke’s Commentary on the Q!d and New Testa-

Ricbhmond’s (Rev. Legh) Life
—Annals of the Poor.

Roger’s Experience.

—Journals.

Experience and Journals together.
Seckerson’s Memoirs.

Spencer’s Narrative.

Sutcliffe on Christianity.

Stanley’s Tract on Baptism.

Thayer’s Letters.

Tracts, Wesleyan, 8 vols., bound together.

Treffey’s Atonement.
—Evidences of Christianity.
—Christian Perfection.
—Sabbath.

—Eternal Sonship.

—Mermoirs.

—With Select Remains.
Tatham’s (Mrs.) Memoirs.
Treffry’s Life of Rev. J Smith.
‘Taylor’s Liberty of Prophesying.

Select Sermons.

Ward’s Miniature of Methodism,

Watson’s Theological Dictionary.
—Conversations for the Young.
—Memoirs by Jackson.
—Universal Redemption.
-—Life of Wesley.

VWorks, 12 vols.

Wesley’s Journal, 4 vola.
—Notes, 8vo.--24mo.
—Christian Perfection.
—Primitive Physic.

Sermons, 8 vols., 12mo.

2 vols., 8vo.

Walis End Miner.

William’s Missionary Gazeteer.

Walker’s Memoirs,

Watson’s (Thomas) Body of Divinity.

From the Colonial Pearl.

News or THE WeEk.— [Ter Mojesty’s Packet, Hope
brings Falmouth dates to Nov. 9. A Chartist riot had occar-
red at Newport. A body of men 50,000strong marched into
the town, and attacked the West Gate Hotel, where the
Magistrates, Special Constables, and a party of military
were stutioned. 'The object of the Chartists appears to have
been to releuse one of their friends who was in prison.
They were supplied with urms, and fired on the Hotel,
wounding the Mayor and others,--alter the riot act was read,
the military were ordered to fire,—they did so, killing “'“'
ten to twelve, and wounding many others. The Charimts
retreated from the town.

Several fuilures had occurred in Manchester. Details
are furnished from many places respecting the shocks of a
Exrthquake felt in Scotland.  The phenomenon was preeed-
ed by agery unusual noise,—and was alarmingly severe
and extended. The chief “rco was felt along the line o.flbﬂ
Grampians, but the vibrations branched oat in every direc-
tion.

Emigration to Australia, New Zealand, United Sl.all? .lﬂd'
Canada, scems to occupy much of attention in the "— nited
Kirgdom. Dr. Rolph, the Canadian emigration miwonl',‘:
was making great exertions, which, no doubt, would be fo'
lowed by corresponding results. Ten thousand persom..hl:
said, will be ready to leave parts of Scotland in the Epring
—an English paper says, that 200 cottages are vacant i
Stockport,—and that 200 persons had left that town within
three months, for S. Australia, we have only to wish that the
sufferings and risks consequent onsuch wholesale move-

ments may terminate bappily.
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The Hampshire Telegraph wishes to be informed, what
is tho shortest passage that has been made between Halifax
and any port in the British Chanael. The Telegraph says,
that the shortest they know of, is that of ‘the Tenodos Fri-
gite, in eleven days and twelve nights to Portsmouth. The
Nyce made Portsmouth, from St. John Newfoundland, in
scven days and six nights.

Particulars respecting the progress of the English in India
are given. Unexpected success had attended late movements.

It appzars that the English Government have despatched
a vessel of war to Alexandria to make a formal dewand for
the restoration of the Turkish fleet. France, it is said,
will support Mchemet Ali's pretensions, if he confines them
to the hereditary possessions of Egypt, Svria and Arabia.
I1is Highness seems in no haste to make up his mind on any
of the questions sabmitted to him. The overflow of the
Nile this year, has been abundant. This is said to be much
in favour of Mehemet's projects for 1810,

The Chinese authorities at last accounts, were destroying
the contraband opium, daily, in large quantities, Docs not
inis Majesty of the ‘¢ celestial Empire’> appeat to set a bril-
liant example, as regards his care of the morals and ge-
neral well being of his subjects,—to other Monarchs who
profess to be guided by superior principies.

Great distress is said to exist in Paris. Other corn riots
li:d occurred in the West. The French army in Africa had
zuffered severely from sickness.

So:ne ministerial changes, and defensive preparations by
Cabrera, are the chief features of Spanish news.

A resolution of the Emperor of Russia to seperate lis Ca-
tholic subjects from the jarisdiction of Rome, had caused
<o:na difficulties. A number of non-consenting clergymen
had been arrested and baaished to Sibera. ‘T'he Russians
had suffered severely in some late engagements with the
Circasians. The former succeeded in carrying the fortress of
Akula, with the loss, it is said, ofubout 12,000 men.

Emigration of the nobility and gentry from Hanover, is
said to be going on, in cousequence of the proccedings of

X =
King Ernest.

The Houston (Texas) Telegraph gives a melancholy ac-
eount of the destructiog of a body of settlers, in the month
of October, by the Indians. A party of thirteen men, one
woman and two children started"from a settlement below St
Aastin, for the purpose of making a ¢ location’’ on the San
Gabriel river.  While travelling on a Prairie they were at-
tacked bv Indians, the men were kLilled on the epot; but
the fate of the woman and children was not known.

The Canal tolls of Pennsylvania for 1539, it1s asserted,
will exceed by about £200,080 the receipts of 1-33.

The Peoria Register states that 2000 Russian funiis,
flying from persecution, at home, are about togettle in Wis-
consin. Alithongh melancholy to hear of such cascs of ex.
tensive exile, it is well that the oppressed have the new
world to retreat to, and can look forward to the prospect
of peaceful homes in astrange land, inslve.'xd of drazs'ng out
a hopeless existence in the place of their birth. It is no
wonder that the United States fill up rapidly, when thuy
form the great refuge for those, in every part of the world,
who are weary of the circumstances that they find about
them. . i i
In Canada the question of the Union of the 1 pper ant
Lower Provioces was causing much excitement. Peop'e’s
minds differ very much on the subjzct,—some cons;dlenng it
the panacea for p'r)ilicnl evils.. ot!lers secing 10 less than n:)-
paraiion from Great-Britain, in the scheme. The party
who take the latter view from their objections on the con-
tinuance of power to the French, and 'fenr that thelJun(fhor:
of that party with the dissatisfied ia L. Canada, will cause
what they anticipate.

Fiftcen persons were badly burat io Quebec, whilc en-
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(!ea\'our}llg to save properly from a lonse which was o
fire.  Four of the inhabitants of the building pcns:xéd m tho
Haes.

‘I'he anmiversarysof ¢ the Battle of Ode! town, U, Caun-
dil, was celebrated on thc"g*\ enings of the Tth .nd il oer
November, by Divine Senvices, wnd public dasnose B
Mr. Cooney wus the orator on the occasion, — s Laig
the subject of one of the toasts.

A statemient has been published, of the dictrititiog oy 1
Canada, of the funds voted by Nova-Scotia v d Now Era...
wick for the tehef of the sulivrers by the lite rebellion. It
appears that a sem of L1146 has been expoa od i, oy
g 40 persons, most of them having fawin s

At a recent Temperance Mecting in Montrea), 2 R
Gentleman named E.ON. Kol delivered an 1o
dress. He made,” savs the Reporter, » stadectoaae,
and we trust suceessful appeal o the consen dios of (oge
engaged in the trathi="" "Uhis bs ananportaut point on whi -l
10 e i linpresion,

Wae

easiv e ol

Mr. Bovde of St. Andrews, N, Bois beenrctermed 1 e
ber of Assemb!yv for Charlotte County. iy Chponcar, Ny
Clinch retired from the tho contest, .l'tix'g epvards of 30
behd. *

Mrcuastes’ Institvrr.—P Lynch jane. Peg ¢ty
ed avery interesting lecture last Wedaesday even oo, on
Autient At

Doctor Teulon will lecture neat Wednesd iy evenns, on
Domestic l';(‘uuum_\". ’ ¢

The Halifax Literary and Screntific Society, bid a dis-
cussion ast Monday evenng, on the comprictnne mflucnee of
Philosophy and Poetry.  Votes were in faver ob 'hilosont
Next Mouduy evening is set apart for recitat.on. t

The Pictou Literary end Scicentific Sor ly, commninced
its s1xth session on Dec. 4, with a lecture fivm Junes Fogo,

Lsq.

Latest.—We have to thank M. B. Aluon, I'sq. for o
lip of the Boston Paily Adveruser, brought by the " ot
which arived this morning. Tt contaans English date oy
Nov. 16, furnished by the arrival of the Seam & ip. Lave-
pool, at New York, We give the substanes ofits contcnuty

Nothwith~tanding the mtellizenece of the Aucricin s
pension of specie paywents, the Loadon Money raarelet b
improved, as had also the Liverpool cotton maarier, M
Jaudon continued to pay all Bids drawn ou fva by th - Bunl
of the Unted States although the Hollund o Lol no
been conelud-d. Fhie Mormng Chronicle of Nav 15, e
tradicts on authority, the rumour, that M. Jawd o 1ad de-
clined payment of any biis of bxchung: ¢ awn wpoa the
London Agency by the Bank of the Luited tat 50 "The saime
paper of Nov. L4, announces, that conso's h d not vun
ed, that Exchequer hil's rontinued to iprove, Lot t o
no business of importinee had heen tran<actid o the Do
tish funds  T'he Laverpoo! journal Nov. 16, s that 1
were syIptoms of the crisis bong past for the prososs

The Lxchangeg had voproved, wnd the evport of good
the continent hid nearly censed.

The new postize luw wis th hve gonein'o @7ct tr vg -
out the Unlted hingdom on tie Sth ol Noven ' er,

MARIIAGESY,
On the 201 just. by the Rov. o Uniache, Moo Wl Feona

to Mizs Jane Tanner, both of Raw.don.

-

DEATUS.

At Dartmouth, on Tues iy cvening lagt, after a lingesing o
ness, in the 44th vear of bis age, Mro James MeNebtden
a widow and 7 children, anlan extensive cirdde of friends r !
connexions to mourn their J.:s.

At sea, afier an iiness of 23 days, ou the pas age fiom Fons
ston, on 25 nit. Capt. Juseph Hore, master of Ling Fanuy, <4
port, in the 33 year of his age, a native of Tagnmouth, Liglan!

At Newport, ou the 6th inst. in the 34th year of her age, diar;
Ann, wife Jof M. Anthooy Shaw, and fourth danghter of Jo
Smith, Esq-
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FAREWELL OF THE SOUL TO THE BODY.
BY MRS. SIGOURNEFY.

Companion dear ! the hours draw nigh,
The sentence speeds,—to die—to die ;

R0 long in mystic union held

So close in strong embrace compelled,
IHow can’st thou bear the dread decree
That strikes thy clasping nerves from me ?
To Him who on this mortal shore

The same encircling vestment wore ,—

To Him I louk, to him I bend,

To Him thy shudd’ring frame commend.

I 1 have ever caus’d thee pain;

‘The throbbing breast, the burning brain,
With cares and vigils turn’d thee pale,
Or scorn’d thee when thy strength did fail;
Forgive! Forgive! thy task doth cease,
Friend, lover let us part in peace.

That theu didst sometimes clog my course,
Or with thy trifling check my force,

Or lure from Heaven my wavering trust,
Or bow my drooping wing to dust,

I blame theenot; our strife is done,

I knew thou wert the weaker one,

The vase of earth, the trembling clnd!,
Constrain’d to hold the breath of God.

Well hast thou in my service wrought,
Thy brow hath mirror’d forth my thought,
To,wear my smile thy lip hath glow'd,
Thy tear to speak my sorrows flow’d;
Thine ear hath brought me rieh supplies
Of varying-tissued melodies ;

Thy hands my prompited deeds have done,
Thy feet upon my errands run,—

Yes, thou hast mark’d my bidding well,
Faithful and true ! farewell! farewell.

Go to thy rest. A quiet bed

Meck mother earth with flowers shall spread,
Where I no more thy sleep may break

With fever’d dream, nor rudely wake

The weary eye. Ah! quit thy hold,

For thou art faint, and chill and cold;

And still thy grasp, and grogn of pain

Do bind me, pitying, in thy chain,

Though angels warn me hence to soar
Wherc I can share thy woes no more.,

Yet shall we meet. To soothe thy pain,
Remember, we shall meet again.

Quell with this hope, the victor’s sting,

And keep it as a signal ring;

When the cold worm shall pierce thy breast,
And nought but ashes mark thy brest,

When stars shall fall, and skies be daik,

And proud euns quench their glow-worm spark,
Guard thou this hope to light thy gloom,

Till the last trumpet rends jhe tomb.

Then shalt thou glorious rise and fuir,
Nor spot, nor shade, nor wrinkle bear;
And I, with hovering wing elate,

‘The bursting of thy bonds will wait,
And hail thee ¢ welcome to the sky,
No more to part, no more to die,—
Co-heir of immorality.’’

DEVOTIONAL POETRY.

We have seldom met poetry of the same c!ass which suited our taste
better than the followiug stanzas, by Bishop Kehle, of England, on the
** Forms of Burial to be used at Sea.” 1n this Jittle poem, as the New
York Review remarks, the allueion to the presence of the Church, se
A mother, even on the deep, in the second strophe, is very touching
in its beauty. And in the third, the allusion to the Meteor Cross of
England, nlways displayed on Briti-h vessels on Sundays, is as thrill-
ing as the unfuriing ofthe banuer itsell.—.Nat. Int.

LINES.
BY BISHOP KEBLE.

‘ When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee.!!

The shower of moonlight falls as still and clear
Upon the desert main, -

As where sweet flowers some pastoral garden cheer
With tragmnce, after rain :

The wild winds rustle in the piping shrouds,
As in the quivering trees;

Like summer ficld beneath the shadowy clouds,
The yielding waters darken in the breeze.

Thou too art here, with thy soft inland tones,
Mother of our new hirth !

‘The lonely ocean learns thy orisons,
And loves thy sacred mirh. .

When storms are high, or when the fires of wst
Come lightning round our course,

Thou breath’st a note like music from afar,
Tempering rude hearts with calm angelic force:

Far, far away, the home-sick seaman's boarJ,
Thy fragrant tokens live, .

Like flower-leaves, in a precious volume stored
To solace and relieve

Bome heart too weary of thy restless world ;
Or like thy 8abbath cross,

That o’er the brightening billow streams unfurled,
Whatever gaie the laboring vessel toss.

O kindly soothing in high victory's hour,
Orwhen a comrade dies.
In whose sweet presence sorrow dares not lower,
Nor expectation rise
Too high for esrth ; what mother's heart could spare
To the cold, cheerless dcep,
Her lower and hope ? But thou art with him there,
Pledge of the untired arm, and eyes that cannot sleep.

The eye that watches o'er wild orean's dead,
Each in his coral cave, .
Fondly as if the green turf wrapped his head,
Faxt by his father's grave,
One moment. and the seeds of life shall spring
Out of the waste abyss,
And happy warriors triumph with their King
In worlds without a sea, unchanging orbs of bliss.

—— smEns
Tervts &C.
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